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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tflis^  which  IS  the  Eleventh  V6]\ime  of  the  Polktcal  Register,  con^ 
tains,  like  those  immicdiately  preceding  it,  Thirty-three  Sheets,-^ 
The  Sheets,  when  sold  separately,  are  retailed  at  Ten^-penoe  each  3 
and,  when  collected  in  a  volume,  the  thirty-three  sell  for  jfl,  7^.  6rf, 
making  the  anmial  cost  of  the  work  jC2,  15^,  Orf.-—r— There  are, 
during  eaeh  half  year,  seven  double  numbers  published;  because^ 
without  oht^iqit^g  thp  room,  spm^how  or  other,  it  would  be  im^* 
possible  to  include  all  the  official  political  documents  which  appear 
withia  the  six  months,  and  without  which  the  work,  as  a  Register, 
would  be  greatly  incomplete.  In  presenting  this  volume  to  the  public, 
I  cannot  refrain  from  suggesting  to  my  readers  the  necessity  of  using 
great  care  in  the  preservation  of  their  single  numbers;  because,  when 
once  a  chasm  is  made,  it  is  very  difficult  to  be  filled  up,  without  break- 
ing into  4  complete  \^lun)^,  whic^  no  ope  c^n  reasonably  expect  mp 
to  do. 
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VQrL.XI.No.4.3-  .     LONDON,  SATURBAY,  JANUARY  3,  I8O7.        [Prjcr  lOjx. 


m^uittM t   II t  I  ( 

**  Upon  tlic  state  of  thec<>:'tkcnt  of  Europ 


-nf>»inTift>i  II  w    ■  >    wi^MMi— 

t\ri'pt  js  far  35  re?3;ards-  Hanc'vvr,  we  sliall  not,  in  the  zp- 
**  |»Tt»ichirjg  tirj^ojiatiotts  br  altyw-^dv  in  my  <>pa»K>n,  .tu  ^^.r  Ai>mjcle  word  ;  and  if  we  arc  allowed  to  haven 
**  faotini;4'aeic,'irwi*li)e,  because  the  Frrnqli  are  aonvinced,  that  by  leaving;  Ifanover  in  the  hunch  of  our 
*•  Sovcrei^,  thcv  %hiJli  always  have  a  bridld  incur  mouths,'*— -Pol iticax  Register,  Vol.  X.  p.  9^6. 
«*  June,  28th.  18qG. 


Jaoe,  28th,  l&OG. 

I]  _ ^^. : — 

SL^tMARY  OP  POllTICS* 

Americast    STATP.ft.     (ContitHied  ftom 

*Vd.  X.  p.  p33.) -What  kad  bfeew  report- 

«i  to  hnre  been  salYd  m  parTiamlent,  up<)ft  oor 
dir^pme  with  the  Amerieatt  States,  was  no- 
ticed in  tti^  preceding  Namber,  Vol.  X  pr.g3 
•3007.  Sincfc  that,  sonTe  remarks,  ^upoh  the 
wibject,  bave  appealed  in  the  new^gapew, 
paniciuady  in  the  paper  caUed  the  CorwEk. 

.' Bot,  beftJre  1  speak  pairtieciiurly  tspon 

t!te  sabject  of  these  remarks,  ilseeim  lieces- 
s  iry  to  notice  «n  occurrence  of  considembJe 
iinportance^. which  has  recently  takeo  ^aee 
hi  the  countryv,  to  which  tlie^e  remarks  re- 
Jate ;  wliicb  occarfenre  is  Ho  kss  than  an  ac- 
cusation of  treason,  preferred,  by  one  06  the 
Attornies  General   of  the  Uniietl  Smtes, 
togaihst  Mr.  A^ton  Burr,  \«rh^,  RSthe  public 
KiriH    recollect,  was  lately  Vice  Preside:^  of 
tbAt  country.     From    tli^   accounts  'wjlich 
have  reacl>ed  this  country,   it  woukl  apjiear 
ibatMr.  Burr,  Ns^ho  ha  ncian  of  great  nribi- 
fioH  and  of  talents  and  cottrage  equal  thci(bto| 
liad'f»r£rteda,^heme,  which  fjdi^iae  he  was- 
^ctnaMy  3irepW4»g  to  put  in  prHrticyTMr  *^ 
.  |>m-ating  the  Western  <towi  the  Easfern  pei-f  \ 
<if  that  immense  cmiifitfy trailed  the  U^'it^  ' 
States,  and  to  erect' a  kingly  government  iji  " 
the  Western  prtrt,  of  wJwch  be  hituse.lf  in- 
tsendedto-^kin^* — *— jTii  this  proiocf,<Miew*  ' 
wg  it  with  «  mere  phil*^V)phical  eye,  I  p^h 
Nothing  more  objectionable,  than   tliencj^el 
tHrcam»rtance  of  there  being  a  kin^  .*>f  ^he 
taame  of -^arrwt ;  for,  it  is  impossible  fer^rnv 
Tam  to  make  me  beliei^,  that  the  Wcstitjr'n 
^StJrt6^w3i  i^rrwin,  orc^n  remain,  ff>r  ten 
years, -at  iheutmost^  members  of  the  Cowffe- 
<!erat*on.     Separated  from  the  inhabik-^dpafrt 
^f  the  ^<itern  States  (or,   spealxin^^  moi^ 
properly,  perhaps,   il^e  Atlantic  St^e!*^  by 
•an   ahlio^t  impassable  wiWcrness  of  more 
than-tbiir  hundred  miles  i?cros.s  *  haviiag  their 
tnrt-let  to  the  sen  by  a  channel  no  \^.ere 
xronjmunicating  with   the  Atlantic    SArc=; 
^mrsumg  tl;e  seme  sort  <>f  tfafBc  as  th^  At- 
lantic Slates,  imd  driving  atrade  to  the  «anie 
tnarkefsj   under    these   ciraimstancesf  the 
•"W^estem  States  must  necessarily  be  rivids  of 
the  Atlantic.  State*,-  ^kI  *Le  two^wi«   of 
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I  States  rtitrst  feel,  witli  res|?ect  to  each  other, 
a«  rivals  for  gain  geoeniBy  feel.  And,  to 
check  the  cflbcts  of  this  feelihg,  there  ifi 
wanting  m  Anoerica  .  that  aUa^kment  l^ 
CGHfitry^  which  sonielinjes  .operates  so  pow^ 
erfully  in  other  partsi  cJfthfe  worW;aBd  Whicfe 
lias;  it«  foundation  fn  circumstances  df  which 

a  native  Anfi^rican  lias  no  practical  idea. 

Mr.  Burr  wia^^il ;  but,  I  am  not  the  maa 
to  ^jay  that  be  will  &il^  antd,  if  lie  .docR-, 
some  other  man  will  n«ti  ot  mw  fate,  the 
separation  must  take  place,  and*  w\)ea  it  doeti 
take  ^bce,  it  will  astonish  mo  if  that  which 
is  now  called  tile  Federal  Government  i*hoiil^ 
long  r^mnin  iti  existence^— The  reffwrk^. 
alwjve  alltttled  to,  in  the  Courier,  ^rc  jfs  fnlw 
lows:  that  news  having  been  ix?Qeived  tiro  In 
Charb>to\vn,  that  some  English'  go'xfe  had 
been  Fcired,  in  virtue  of  the  n(m-iip.|xriia«- 
tlon-ct^t/'n  deputation  of  Apierican  ru'^rchanfR 
waited,  t!:e  othi*r  day,,  upon  Ixjrd  Grcnville 
to  know  hott^  th<^'  should  act,  who  told 
thftn,  that  (V  restraints,  i'hatever  thoy 
mr,ht  be^  wcuid  n*^  he  of  hm^,fti^tfiiQn  ; 
whiince  tl^e  Courier  ca^iclii<!es,'lbat  o^ir  mi- 
^iaefs  hwvii  rii'ien  TffMhe  ^^t^nnt:  VVhc'-e-  ' 
itjxin,  ji!st  as  if  the  fnct  was  liolorions,  the 
siigcrcious  editor  thus  t^r.-^vely  pnjj 
*'  Wk"  ffnr  They  always  spciak  in  rhi^ 
royat)  **  do  not  de^re  war  with  s^^^Wk:.^, 
**  bat  we  ns  little  de«J4'e  to  «pe  that,  system 
*'  -cyf  concession  to  Aioerira  crmd^^yw. , 
*'  which  b:js  been  ad^pttd  siurt-  tite  ncv  ^};~ 
'^  nisters  ranfe  into  power.  What  rigiu  ha^ 
*'  America  to  expect  conce^.=iious  from  us  : 
*'  Have  we  received  an v  pt?cu]iar  i'.ivour  at 
**  her  hnnck  ?  Concosaioos  must  be  as  irju- 
^'  rious  to  i>ni'  tx>mvitrce  as  L>  opr  national 
'*  citfiracter.  But,  we  oiTttfess,  we  are  uo^ 
*'  without  OUT  ^ppreliensions  y  theniiaisietis 
*'  haviuv^  shown  therrr-'clvei  a:^  inronTj^etent 
*'  to  cr,nduct  a  ui'g^o'ci.itio;^,  ;»s^tocnriy  nfi 

*'  war  v/rtii  vigour  and  c'eci^iioiK' Thic 

modiS'ty  of  tUis  last  reiunrh,  c>t!jin!;  uvrara 
partial? n  of  the  Tins,  rr.u^t  strife?  tjViTy  <9ne ! 
•What-oppjrt^niufsKave  the  rain:  U"-'.  hrA 
tt>  oarrv  (;n  war  with  Tig  rur  ami  dccri^Icn;? 
The  INits-nrriCfiit  tJ'i  wiiii  viofr^>r  purid^d" 
sioHy  iuvk-ed,  U^  year  oeibr.)!  Who  cot^d 
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t*ie  ministers  get  at  to  make  war  upon,  ex- 
cel^ the  Tkreslurs  in  Ireland,  ^pon  whom, 
indee4>  the  Pitts  would  have  made  vigorous 
war  long  enough  ago?  The  novelty  of  this 
writer's  remarks,  with  rejg^ard  to  conccwioas 
ruust  amuse  every  ore  "vWjo  read  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  20ih  of  December  J  but,  to  tl)C 
truth,  which  he  did  me  the  honour  tobor- 
row  from  me,  he  has  adtled  matter  o(  his 
own  of  a  directly  cpntrary  description,  llie 
present  minislcrslvAs^  made  no  concessions  to 
the  American  States  j  and  none,  1  hope,  they 
will  moke.  I1ie  concesstous  were  all  made 
by  the  Pitts  aud  the  Addingtons,  wl^ile  thtee 
hitter  were  under  the  absolute  couiroul  of 
the  former.  *  It  wa$  they  who  gave  up,  in 
the  meanest  mauner,  the  point  so  solemnly 
sotlled  by  the  ireaty  of  1794,  That  couces- 
Hon  not  only  drew  from  us  about  three  mil- 
lions in  taxes,  as  will  apj^ear  from  the  ac- 
counts laid  betbre  parliament,  but  it  encou- 
raged the  Americans  to  demand  further  and 
still  more  dangerous  coaces6ions  now.  Had 
it  not  been  for  those  concessions,  the  con- 
cessions now  dreiuled  by  tic  enlighlenedottd 
public-^irited  editor  of  the  Courier  never 
would  lia^'C  been  dreamed  of  on  either  side 

of  the  Atlantic. ^This  wise    roan   talks 

alwut  injury  to  our  commerce  from  the  con- 
cessions, which,  in  the  tone  of  the  ignorant 
speedi  aitribuied  to  Mr.  Pfcrceval,  he  atlects 
to  dread  J  bui,  supposing  the  coiKesjjions  to 
take  place,  they  would  not  at  all  injure  our 
commerce,,  wlu^h  consists  of  buying  and  sel- 
ling goods.  It  is  our  ileeU  that  they  would 
injure;  ournaval  power;  our  means  of  in- 
juring our  enemyj  and,  of  course,,  our 
means  of  defending  ourselves  5  all  which 
might  be  reduced  to  nothing,  and  our  com- 
merce be  still  as  fiourisliing  as  ever.— A« 
to  the  practicabiJityy  however,  of  injuring 
even  this  commerce  by  the  means  of  a  non- 
importation act  iu  Ainerica^  the  intelligence 
which  I  have  received,  and  which  comes 
down  so  late  as  the  'id  of  December,  fully 
warrants  all  tliat  I  before  said  upon  the 
subject,  and  the  sum  total  of  which  was, 
that,  to  carry  such  an  act  into  execution,  and 
to  adhere  to  it  for  any  length  of  time,  was 
impossible.  It  is  said,  that  some  £nglish 
goods  have,  iu  virtue  of  the  act,  been  siezed 
at  Charlestown.  But,  at  Philadelphia  and 
New  York,  if  my  intelligence  be  correct, 
there  was  no  interruption  at  all  to  importa- 
tion ;  and,  so  little  did  any  one  expect  that 
the  act  would  be  enforced,  that  very  few  im- 
porters had  thought  it  prodent'to  order  any 
additional  supply  in  consequence  6f  it.  That 
the  act  may  be  partially  executed  5  that  a 
blustering  appearance  of  resolution  raay  be 
exhibited  for,  some  weeks,    or  for   tome 
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months,  is  possible;  but,  that  it  should  be 
continued  in  force,  or  that  it  shoukl  be  at 
all,  in  any  port,  obe3red,  as  a  law  ought  to 
be  obeyed,  is,  I  again  assert,  impossible.  It 
was  a  teisty  ef¥bsion  Of  vanity  and  iffbordnce. 
A  -sort  of  trick  to  try  us.  And#  in  me  minds 
of  some  few  persons^  amopg^^t  wjbgm,)K'« 
may  number  the  President,  perhaps,  it  pro- 
ceeded from  pliflosophical  notions,  very  good 
in  themselves,  but  for  the  actinff  upon  which 
the  Americans  are  much  too  tar  gone  in  a 
contempt  for  every  lhii>g  not  tending  to  tb4 

accumulation  of  riches. It  was  upon  the 

ground  of  opinions -iike  these,  I  )|op<^,  that 
ZiOrd  Grenville  gave  the  answer  ascribed  to 
him }  that  he  told  the  Americai^  ni^chants, 
tliat  the  restraints  could  ni)t  be  of  lung  du- 
ration }  and  not  uppu  tlie  groimd  of  concesr 
sions  that  he  h^  made,  or  was  about  to 
make ;  for,  if  ke  make  stich  coiMjessions  as 
afe  a0ected  to  be  apprehended  by  the  speech 
ascribed  to  Mr.  Perceval,  then,  indeed,  will 
he  be  worthy  of  every  ef>itliet  descriptive  of 
baseness  and  apostacy  in  llieir  most  odioun 
character  and  degree.-  J  do  not,  however^ 
believe,,  that  he  will  so  act.  7  o  concede  a 
IriBing.point  as  to  a  particular  vessel  or  two, 
seized  under  peculiar  circumstances,  and 
where  the  seizures  may  even  appear  to  mill* 
tatc  against  the  conceding  ^g^tions  of  tbo 
Pitts  and  jiddiugtons,  I^  for  my  part,  should 
have  no  objeaion  1  but,  to  give  up  our  r'igjbt» 
or,  iu  the  least,  to  relax  iu  the  assertion  aud 
exercise  of  our  right,  to  search  neutral  vea^ 
sels,^and  therein  to  sieze  the  property  of  our 
enemies,  hoviiever  <;overed,  _and  wherever 
coming  from,  would  sink  my  Lord  Grenville 
<en  million  of  fathoms  below  even  Pitt  him- 
self.-*—In  the  possession  of  this  right  \  not 
in  the  mere  for uial  claim  and  recognition  of 
it,  but  in  tjie  substantial  possession  of  it:  in 
the  unrelaxed  exercise  ot  it  towards  all  na- 
tions without  exception )  it  is  in  this  that 
consists  our  maritime  superiority.  Without 
this  right  that  superiority  could  not  exist  for 
two  years ;  and  this  is  a  fact  well  known  to 
our  implacable  and  well-counselled  enemy. 
Concession  to  the  American  States  must, 
and  would,  be  followed  by  similar  conces- 
sions to  other  powersj  and,  I  must  confess, 
that,  if  such  concessions  were  made,  I  should 
regard  the  comi>lete  overthrow  of  the  pre- 
sent gt»vernmenl  of  this  coimtryas  certain^ 
— ^This  being  my  opinion,  1  ieel  as  anx- 
ious, 1  trust,  iuid  a  little  more  so,  upon  tho 
aubject,  than  the  author  of  the  speech  asr 
cribed  to  Mr.  Perceval,  who,  if  he  were  well 
to  eiamine  his  heart,  would,  I  am  atraid^ 
find  little  el:«  than  a  love  of  place  and  of 
pelf  at  the  bottom  of  itj  but,  1  cannot  yy, 
that  I  partake  ^uuch  in  his  apprehensions^ 
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especially  when  I  find  them  founded  upon 
what  the  ministers  hm^i  doru  in  the  way  of 
conceding  to  America,  alluding  to  what  was 
no  concession  at  all,  bxit  a  measure  of  great 
advantage  to  both  ironntrieH,  without  crea- 
ting the  pofsibility  of  producing  in  lime  an 
injury  to  either,  though  thecopirary  Was  as- 
serted in  a  speech  of  the-Master  of  the  Rolls 
which,  under  the  guise  of  legal  gravity,  ex- 
hibited more  ignorance  1n  statement  and 
more  sophistry  in  reasoning  than  any  speech 
that  I  remember  erer  to  have  read. 

Messks.  PAtn.L  Awn  Elliot. It  ap- 
pears, from  the  public  papers,  that  the  chal- 
Jenge,  which  has  taken  ^ace  between  these 
gentlemen,  has  had  a  curious  enough  termi- 
nation. Son^e  friond,  having  received  the 
bint,  no  doubt,  gnvo  inff)fmation  to  the  po*- 
lice  ma^strates,  wl)o  botvnd  the  parlies  mer 
to  keep  the  peace,  in  a  bond  of  1 ,500  pounds 
from  each  party  and  his  sureties.  Where- 
upon, it  seems,  Mr.  Piiull  prupoied  a  trip  to 
the  nearest  port  upon  the  Continent,  with  a 
view  of  avoiding  the  effects  of  a  forfeiture  of 
the  recognizance.  *'  No,"  says  the  Colonel 
and  Brewer,  ^  that  does  not  suit  me ;  but,  I 
am  ready  to  set  the  botnls  ot  defiance."  To 
which  Mr.  Pfttill  is  said  to  have  replied,  that 
be  had  no  objection  to  do  the  same,  provided 
the  Brewer  would  pay  the  forfeiture  on  both 
sides,  which,  appai^mly,  the  latter  reiused 
to  do ;  and  thus  have  they  both  estallifthed 
their  reputations,  as  meiL  of  valour,  and  gen- 
tlemen, and  men  of  honour!  But,  tons, 
who  are  spectators  of  all  this,  it  iliay  beal*- 
lowed  to  make  a  remark  or  two;  especiaJly  as 
this  case  neems  toehiddatea  little  the  nature 

of  ibe  principles  of  dneliing J Why  should 

the  parties  fed  any  rc&tranit  in  cnnscqueuce 
of  the  bonds  to  keep  the  peace?  To  have 
fought  a  duel  ^^ore*  would  have  been  to 
commit  a  breach  of  the  pjace  j  and  to  have 
killed  his  antagonist  would,  in  either  of  the 
panics,  have  been  a  capital  oftence.  Whence, 
then,  proceeds  their  respect,  their  great  ve- 
neration for  the  law,  after  the. entering  into 
lecoguizances  ?  Has  it  been  excited  in  their 
bosoms  by 'the  presence  and  the  admonitions 
of  Messrs.  Graham,  Gifford,  and  Bond  ?  I 
think  not  ;  for  though  it  is,  doubtless,  next 
to  impossible  to  listen  to  the  reproof' of  these 
grave  and  venerable  personages  withoat 
being  thereby  deeply  amcted,  yet,  so  har- 
dened ^  we  find  Messrs.  Paul!  and  Elliott, 
or,  more  properly  spealdng,  so  powerfully 
urged  on  by  their  vaburoUs  spirits  and  tiieir 
delicate  sense  of  honour,  that  one  of  them 
still  proposes  to  flee  to  distent  lands  to  de- 
cide the  point,  and  the  other  proposes  to  for- 
feit his  rec<^izances.— — .\t  this  point, 
hflwtvcr,  valour,  which  had  pricked  them 
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I  on  so  far,  seems  to  have  slackened  his  hapd; 
to  have  halted  a  little,  and  to  have  listened 
to  hts  **  betted  hslf,"*  dbcreflon;  for  tlie 
Brewer's  aflairs  Will  not  permit  him  to  tjfke 
a  trip  to  the  Continent,  and  Mr.  Paul!  does 
not  choose  to  forfeit  his  recognizances.— 
Fielding  Says,  that  when  people  are,  on  both 
sides,  heartily  disposed  either  to  fight  or  to 
marry,  they  ^viH  find  some  way  or  other  of 
getting  at  it  in  spite  ot  all  the  worfd  ,*  and,  it 
may  be  added,  with  equal  truth,  that,  wljen 
they,  at  th^  bottom  of  their  hearts,  wFsh  to 
avoid  either  fighting  or  marrying,  in  spite  of 

all  the  world,  avoid  it  ihi^y  will. It  is. 

something  ttlily  carious,  tlint  each  of  tbese 
ffentlemen  should  have  fallen  ujyoa  an  expe- 
dient j  and,  upon  an  expedient;  too,  which 
he  v,^%  pretty  certain  tljat  the  other  would 
reject!  But,  to  talk  of  affairs  not  pern?itiing 
them  to-fulfil  their  purposes  j  to  lalk'nGout 
interest  after  you  have  gone  so  !ar  as  to  set 
your  life  at  hazard  for  the  sake  of  your  ho- 
nour; to^  talk  about  obstacles  in  bonds  to 
ke'ep  the  peace  j  to  talk  this  way  will,  \^  you 
assured,"  gentlemen,  deceive  nobody.  Sup- 
posing, U)T  instance,  that  one,  or  botli  c  if 
you,  are  without  the  means  of  paying  the 
forfeited  recognizances.  Such  a  supjxjsition 
serves  to  show,  in  another  lig!it,  the  ab«»iir- 
dityof  the  principles  of  duelling;  but,  suj -. 
pose  it  to  be  the  case;  and  then,  I  a^k,  why 
that  should  prevent  you  from  fighfug  ?  lib 
you  answer,  that  the  debt  would  throw  you 
into  j^tl?  What!  Your  honour  and  valour 
can  thkuUUe,  then  f  Your  honour  has  its 
price;  if|  pecuniary  considerations;  it  can' 
makd  (tompromises  with  your  interest !  In 
short,  U  is,  used  in  this  way,  a  word  ihnt 
means  any  thing,  or  nothing.  You  nevtr 
wished  to  fight,  unless  you  could  have  done 
it  without  bodily  risk,  'l^iis  is  evident 
enough;  but, you  were  desirous  of  arqmring 
the  reputation  of  being  eager  to  fight,  and 
for  this  I  blame  you  —  To  suppose,  that 
this  oballenging  and  accepting  oF  a  challenge; 
that  the  talk  about  the  continent  on  one  si\tf , 
and  about  a  readiness  to  foi  fcii  the  rcco^nt^nn  • 
ce.**,  on  th*!  other  side;  to  suppose  that  a!l 
this  will  proifuce  any  effvict  in  fivour  of  the 
pi'.rties,  in  the  estimation  of  the  public,  is  lo 
discover  f  lly  most  egrcginj-j.  If  1  acoise  a 
man  of  beini;  a  liar  or  a  thief,  is  the  accnsn- 
tTon  disproved  by  his  challenging  to  light  me? 
if  the  Sheridans,  in  the  fulnes*  of  iheir  in^^o- 
lence  i^di  from  the  public  purse,  rq^resent 
Mr.  P^ull  as  a  tailor,  ai:d  exhibit  hiiiv wield- 
ing  his  sheers,  his  yard,  and  his  gof>»:?,  t|i.ll 
his  fighting  a  duel  remove  any  p.irt  of  tho, 
impression  they  may,  by  such  devices,  liav($" 
produced?  Will  it  not  rather  x^u^  to  confirm 
it?  For,  look  at  the  ducUis^s^  aod'you  will 
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^nd,  that  nine  out  of  ten  fall  upon  that  wiiy 
pf  giving  thenisehes    consequence  in  tl»c 
ryes  of  tiie  world.     It  i*  one  way  of  rising 
into  genteel  life.     Theie   i$   many  a    low 
jcounaiel  who  h.is  become  a  hea\j  feeder 
upon  the  public  in  virtue  of  his  liaving  been 
in  ugejit  in  sorae  pnper-pellet  duelling  affair. 
The  most  notorious  cowards  we  have  seen 
fighting  (^uel**  i  seen  them    the  patrons  of 
'duelling;     This  is  ihe  way  (taking  care  to 
provide  against  strious  conse<]uences)  that 
thay  recover  their  rcputaUonf  Amongst  all 
the  effects  of  dnelliug  this  is  the  worst,  that 
5t  gives  the  reputation  of  bravery  to  the  most 
flagrant  of  cowards.     Find  me  a  man,  if  he 
be  a  soldier  by  profession,  who  seems  to  have 
been  a   coward  from  his  mother's  womb; 
who,  in  cases  where  lighting  w^as  out  of  the 
question,  has  given  constant  proof  of   his 
cowardice  in   practising   the  hister  vice  of 
cruehyj  who,  in  all  the  transactions  of  his 
hfe  has  been  the  supple  slave  of  those  who 
had  power  to  cope  with  him,  and  the  merci- 
less oppressor  of  those  vyho  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  fall  under  his  clutches,   and  yet  who 
were  not  mean  enough  to^llck  his  feet  j  who, 
,  a  coward  so  rank  in  the  field  as  to  communi- 
cate his  timidity  and  baseness  to  {)tlier< ;  who 
never fnrt*d  any  man  in  his  life;  who  has  iied 
from  the  enemy  with  an  nnitormity,  an  ala- 
crity,.a  velocity  aiid  a  degree  of  address,  that 
bespeak  instinctive  c(»\vardice:  tindmesueh 
a  mna,  though,  for  the  honour  of  hunian  n.i- 
ture,  (and  for  the  sake  of  the  libt^riy  of  the 
'  press)  1l*t  i}s  bopv*  there  is  not  ?ueh  -a   man 
'upoulhc  *'aee  of  thecdrih;  but,  if  voncin find 
me  snrh  a  man,  I  will  engivie,  tlint  he  shall 
not  oilly  have  fought  duels  himself,  but  that 
he  shall  be  a  big  talker  about  ihe  necessity  of 
duelling  amonght  others ;  and  that,  in  short, 
he  shall  not  be  more  distingui^V.ed  for  tlie 
rankness  of  his  cowardice  than  for  haviT>g  re- 
course to  these  means  of  endeavouring  to  dis- 
guise it  from  the  world. 

rp.ccEEDixGS   IN  Parliament. — r-The 

'  yf?nen(b)ieftl,  as  it  is  called,  which  is  stated,  in 

tiie  public  prints,  to  have  been  rend,  in  t!ie 

IIru>e  of  Commons  ]yy  iVlr.  Canning ;  which 

has   since  been  published  under  his  njime  j 

and  which",  in  a  subsequent  page  of  tliis  sljeet 

the  reader  will  tind  copie<l  from  the  Courier . 

.newspaper of  the  22d  nltimo,  Jias  certainly 

the  merit  of  noveltjj  ?s   to   torm  and  style; 

but,  that  'hat  is  its  sole  merit  will,  I  think, 

b^  readily  allowed  by  every  man,  who  is  at 

all  a  judj^e  of  tlie  matter.     There  is  in  it,  no- 

tlung  dignuied,    nothing  solid,   nothing  im- 

.  prcssk^^,  rioihing  cither  eloquent  or  elegant. 

'  h  breatliea  neithei;  earnestness  nor  sincerity, 

o^^tberSJoyahy  nor  patriotism.     Its  panegv- 

nci  loay  Wv^'*  ^^  miitalani  i'oi  irony  j  -and  Its 
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censure  consists  of  a  wearisome   scries  of 
slack-twiste4.  ^antl  pointloa  si'-rcai^m,  disco- 
vering at  once  both  impoteiKe  and  maUce.-^ 
Frun?  tliia  general  description  of  ihe  publi- 
cation (for  it  is  as  a  pubJieaiion  in  ihe  new^ 
papers  that  I  comment  upon  it)»  rnd  which 
description,  1  am  sai.sfied,  the  reader  will, 
upon  a  reference  to  the  pa,ier  itself,  tind  to 
be  just,  t  will  proceed  to  offer  a  fewremarl  s 
iipon  a  pari icnhr  clause  or  two  of  it,   thts 
clauses  having  been  numbered  by  me  for  the 
purpose  of  saving  room   in  quotation. 
In  the  U>th  clause,  the  author  expresses  the 
readiness  of  himself  and  his  friends  to  share, 
not  in  making  sacrifices  themselves,  but  ia 
imposing  fre^h  burtheiu  uix)t\  the  people ! 
This  is  a  mark  of  generosity  and  pubiic-Fpirit 
well  worthy  of  the  author  of  such  a  paper  j 
but,  be  is  greatly  mistaken,  when  he  states, 
that  all  ranks  of  the  community  are  convin-' 
ced  of  tlic  nccissity  of  such  sacrifices.     Oa 
the  contrary,  all  ranks  of  the  community, 
that  of  placemen,  pensioners,  and  taxers  ex- 
cepted, are  thoroughly  convinced,  that  any 
new  burdens  upon  the    people   would  be 
rendered  unnecessary,  if  snc(\  persons,  for 
instance,  as  Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  Huskisson,  the 
Sheritbns,  Mr.  Perceval  (who  has  a  place  of 
prqfil  yet),  Mr.  Long,  Mrs.  I^^ng,  the  rela- 
tione of  Mr.  Canning,  and.   I  believe,  Mr. 
Canning  liimself,  were  to  receive  ndthing 
from  the  public  purse.     Of  no  propositioo 
for  economy  of  this  sort  do  we  hear  in  the 
amemlmcnt  before. us;  and,  the  author  of  It 
u)ay,be  iw.sure(i,'that  all  his  general  cxpres- 
sioni  of  compassion  for  the  people ;  all  hfs 
affected  regret  and  pain  at  being  compelled 
to  add  to  their  distress,  will  pa!\s  for  just  what 

tliey  are  worth,   and,  no  more. In  the 

22d  clause  this  verbose  amencler  con»p!ainff 
of  the  time  and  the  manner,  in  which  the 
late  parliament  was  put  an  end  to,  and  talks 
of  the  surptUe  and  deception  nt tending  the 
exercise  of  the  king'.s  prcrpguiive  in  that  iu- 
htance.  Wjio  were  the  parties  surprised  and 
deceived  one  may  guess;  but,  as  to  thc/xro* 
ple\  as  to  the  electors,  how  could  they  be 
surprised  or  deceived?  The  sham-pati lots, 
the  sham-loyalists,  the  bribers,  the  corniptors 
might  l^  taken  by  surprise,  indeed;  but,  tli*, 
electors  are  nlwuys  reasiy.  Their  functions 
are  Very  simple ;  and  the  advantage  of  a  dis* 
solution  to  them  is  not  at  all"  lessened  by  the 
circumstance  of  its  taking  place  from  the  de- 
sire of  one  party  to  crush  another  party  j  be- 
cause, even  supposing  both, parties  to  be  bad, 
there  are  degrees  in  badness,  and  the  people 
have  an  opportunity  of  choQsing  the  best,  or 
more  properly  speaking*  the  least  lab  It  \% 
the  manner  of  such  men  as  this  author  to  r^- 
^rcsent  the  /zuiioi^ as  being  oia  his  side.    Not 
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one  honest  man  Is  tb<rre,  I  will  venture  to 
say,  oa  his  side  iip<m  this  ocoaion;  iind, 
taik  a'-j  long  as  be  will  abont  t]ie  '*  (U'ep 
^ir/.-ncwr' of  the  i^eople-  string  together,  if 
h«  u'ill,  minions  of  such  ntuneati'i^g  [)1irn';os, 
not  oiie  i^au  of  sense  will  he  pci  uado  to 
regret  die  death,  timely  or  untime'y,  of  the 
Pittnlebtand  Pitt-monument  parhanicn'.  7— 
In  the  '23d  and  2'4th  clauses,  he'  iiaei^hs 
against  mimsterial  iiiterlorence  in  elections, 
and  expreshcs  his  fears,'- tl:iat  they  are  calcu- 
lated to  fjronr  the  ^rn;««»//f  belief,  that  the 
Hous'?  of  Commons,  as  at  present  returned, 
li  an  mailtquatt  repttsailailve  oj  the  p/o/i!e. 

^Now,  IS  it  possible,  forany  one  to  look 

i:pdn  this  a^  having  been  utt^ered  otherwise 
than  in  je^st  ?  And,  as  the  Morning  Chroni- 
cle has  well  obser\'ed,  it  does  require  no 
cjmmort  powers  of  face  foi*  Mr.  Rose  andjiis 
friends  to. stand  up  in  St.  Stcp!)eh*s  Cliapel, 
and  there  J,  in  a  voice  loud  enough  to  be  heard, 
9>mp]aln  of  ministerial   influence   in  elec- 
tions! It  is  true,  that,   in  Ha;u[).vl)ire,  there 
was  an  interi'erence,  which,  a^  relating  to  a 
county t  fas  of  a  now  sort.     A  member  was 
proscribed  for  halving  voted  against  the  mi- 
nisters ;    but, '  in  supporting   this  member 
tipon  the  ground  of  his  having  been  so  pro- 
scribed, and  also  ul)>m'the  ground  of  Jih  hav- 
ing fervt'l  in  parliunievt  uxtetn  years  iriifi- 
OMi  e^'tr  having  touched  tk^  }>ubHc  moiiey^  or 
asked   a  jm'Qur   nf  a/fy  ml/^ liter  cither  for 
hluisel/or kU  rclatlom-,  in  thus  acting,  does 
Mr,  Canning  think,    that   the  independent 
jiart  of  tlie  freeholJers  regarded  thehiselves 
33  supporting  Mr.  Rose,  and  expressing  their 
approbation  of  the  undue  inih.ence,  wtiich 
f.cf  and  tbe  Pitt  ministry  had  exertf^d  for  so 
rumy,  many  years?  Do'e«  iie  really  think 
tint  we  were  such  dupes  ?  We  s{o:)d  forward 
Lrr  mdrpeudence ;  for  an  unbiassed  excrci-se 
of  the  elective  franchise  and  of  the  duiies  of 
nK»inbcrs  of  parlivmient  ;'for  nhf) faced  and 
'^^^pcrisUifud    rebfesentallvcs.     These    were 
<>'^T   principles,    not  only  understood,    but 
dejrly  and  fully  expressed.     It  was  to  per- 
^>ii^  vtiting  tiptni   the-e  principles  that  Sir 
Ifcnrj'  Mildmay  and  Mr.  Chute  o>ved  more 
Ifc^i  one  half  o(  their  support ;  and,  though 
Mr.  Rose  was  found  upon   the  same  side, 
^ill  Mr.  Canning   pre'teiid  to  believe,  that 
*i2t  support  was  gi vert  to  Mr.  Rose,  and  was 
txpre^iive  of  an  app.!obr.?ron  of  his  couduct 
^^r'ng  the  days  of  Pitt,  when  he  exeixised 
i^  Hampshire  a  sway  as  complete,  as  to  oHi- 
ces  and   rewards,    as   ever  petty  jde^^pot  in 

^^'^nuan/ ex.ercised  over  his  dominions? 

'5»«'e  is  a  petition  to  be  presented  to  p^rtia- 
•«it,  grora  the  county  of  Hants,  complaip- 
*gofUie  Interference  of  gbyernr^ient  in  the  ; 
*fceat  ejection.    TEis  v?  a  very  proper  rtt^^.  , 


no 


It  will  produce  intjuiry  and  di«}CUSsion?  We 
shall,  when  this  petition  come«,  «ee  who  has 
int(Mfercd  mr»st,  Lord  Temple  or  Mr.  \\v^-  5' 
and,  be  the  preponderance  which  w.-^.r  it 
will,  we  "-haU,  1  tru^t,  profit  from  the  iji tor-' 
mation,  which  oupjit  to  be.  and  which.  I 
hope,  will  be,  rleariy  and  r.mply  romnuit/i- 
cated  to  eVv^'-y  fieeholder  in  the  county. 
What  I  am  most  afraid  (^f  is,  that  the  peri-' 
tion  will  never  reach  St.  Stephen's  ^'  that, 
ha\ipn;  trttcn  t'me  to  cool,  the  panies  will 
exdami,  "  broihcr,  brother!  we  are  both 
**  in  the  wrong:"  and  that,  thus,  theccniity 
wiU  be  d^priv^^'d  of  the  advantages  of  so  inte- 
re.vthjga  tievelopment.  Yet,  tfiere  are  .son^e 
n~jen  aujong^t  ilu^  petitioners,  and  particularly 
Sir  Henry  Miidmay,  whose  conduct  upon 
this  occasion,  has  been  highly  praise-M'orthy, 
v.'li()  will'  not,  one  would  think,  be  indnoevl^ 
to  c.:t  their  worjs,  merely  because  it  Would 
be  Convenient  for  'a  few  party  intriguers, 
who  have  long  made  use  of  them,  and  who 
are,  I  fear,  even  now  making  use  of  them  to 
further  their  own  ambitious  and  greedy  pur* 
po>es.  Nothing  so  offends  my  senses  j  no- 
thing is  so  shocking,  as  to  see  a  man  7ike 
Sir  Henry  Mildmay ;  a  man  of  large  for-* 
tune,  of  ancier.t  family,  of  great  counr\: 
connections,  an  instrument  in  the  hinds  of 
such  persons  as  a  Canning  or  a  Sheridan  or 
il  Rose  or  a  Huskisson.  To  .see  an  upstart, 
a  mere  miiiion  of  an  overbearing  and  insolent 
minister;  a  mere  thing  of  his  creation  ;  as 
It  were  the  spittle  from  his  lips;  to  s  e  such 
a  thing  scut  to  take  the  commaiid  of  a  coun- 
ty, to  dictate  to  magistrates,  sheriffs,  and 
Lords  Lieutenant ;  and  to  see  prop?rry  and 
birih  aikl  mik  all  bowing  down  before  him  ; 
uh:it  GUI  be  so  disgusting  and  so  loathsome  [ 
But,  if  they  are  prQ;je  to  bend  thus,  \tt 
them  bend  j  let  them  go  downwards,  let 
them  receive  the  reward  of  their  baseness; 
and  let  there,  for  GikVs  sake,  be,  at  Inst,  nd 

hand  to  save  them. Let   the  petition  of. 

Hampshire  end  as  it  may,  however,  the 
el:^ction  has  done  good  j  a  great  deal  of 
good;  and  .Mr.  Canning  wiU  do  good  f'/> 
every  time  he  shall  agitate  the  subject ;  for, 
thoiTj>;h  hh  constitnenis,  the  free  and  tad/** 
pfiidcfit  electors  of  the  borough  of  Ntw^ 
town  in  the  Isle  of  U'ighf,  maj,  and,  I  dare 
say,  do,  consider  the  Hpu  .e  of  Corarfions^ 
as  at  present  returned,  a  perfectly  adequare 
representation  of  the  people,  the  freeholder^ 
of  Hampshire  may  turn  the  developraeiit'  of 
ministerial  influei^ce  to  gowl  account.  Let 
us  have  the  facts.  It  is  the  facts  ;  a  good 
exposure  of  facts,  which,  at  this  moment, 
fe  of  much  more  lm[)ortance  to  the  country' 
thaw  is  the  choice  of  a  member  or  two  to 
serve    in    parliiunent,    where  the  greatest 
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possible  use  any  member  can  be  of  is  tp 
Qirry  on  thia  same  work  of  exposure.— — 
Mr.  Canning's  amendment,  proposes,  in 
conclusion  toassuie  the  King,  that  whatever 
may.  have  been  the  misconduct  of  his  mi- 
risters,  he  gnd  his  associates  are  ready  to 
second  them  m  whatever  measures  they  may 
adopt  for  drawing  money  from  the  jjeople, 
and,  of  cpvirse,  for  maintainmg  this  same 
sort  of  power,  of  the  exercise  of  which  he 
complains !  Thcie  is  no  doubt  pf  tliat. 
Nobody  was  foolish  enough  to  Jinagin^ 
that  he,  or  his  associates,  meant  to  do  any 
thing  hostile  to  the  system ;  and,  unless  that 
be  done,  there  is  no  man  of  sense  that  ex- 
pects the  least  good  from  their  hostility. 

We  will  now  leave  Mr.  Canning  and  his 
amendmept,  and  proceed  to  other  matters. 
-— 7-Ob,  the  22d  of  December,  Mr.  Van^it- 
tart,  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  rose,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  moved,  in  about 
sU  words,,  that  a  supply  he  granted  /p  His 
Majesty,  and  that  the  whole  House  should, 
the  next  day,,  be  formed  into  a  committee  to 
take  the  motion  into  consideration.    Not  a 
word,  byway  of  preface,  appears  to  have 
been  thought  necessary  for  this.     If  any 
ftiember  wants  to  Jiave  a  docum^t  relative 
to  ihe,j^xpen4i^ure  of  the  public  ro^nev*  he 
must  give  a  notice,  several  (^ays  before  hand, 
tj^athe  intHidsLo  make  a  motion^  bjit/  here, 
where  millions  are  going  to  bj^j  grauje4>  do 
police  at  all  is.thovight    necessary;   and, 
upon   such  occasions  the  game  debaters  do 
.jK>t.  attend,,  it  bejng  certain  tiiat  no  one  viill 
presiime  to  n?ake  apy  objection  !     And  yet 
>ye,  sM^e  lold^boiu  guardians  of  the  people's 
t»'easure 7  and.  tBohe  romance  writers,  De 
Lhomnw,  ;and  others,  amuse  us  witji  tales 
aih>aX  their  ihoiding  ii)0  purse  string?  1 — y 
OiJ:,tlve  peJtt-diiy  the  House  went  .iqto  a 
cooamittee  (Lordi  Henry  Petty  in  the  Chair) 
ti)  consider  of  ihc  moijon  for  granting  a 
supply  to  Ji is  Majesty.     As  soon  as  ibefor- 
niyiny  of  taking  tlie  cJiair,  -was  over,  ^Mr. 
Vansitiart  moy^,  ilrsa  a  suppii^  be  granied 
to  his  Mqjejiiy,  which  w^  iiiftlaptl^, agreed 
.  to  w'uhoutA  word  by,;Vi$ay  of.^ecl)  ttj)ou 
the  subject ;  aud  the  report  of  the  commltec  ■• 
was.<»rdered  to  bo  received  ilia  i"k.'.\t  daj^ . 
0.1  lbs  next  day  it  was  accord ii^l;    brongUf 
tip.    And  ihis  is  the  way  in  whien  miilj^ooij 
upon  millions  are  gi  anted,  Not  an  acqy*^li: 
not  a  single  e^i. male  >  not  a  vouchor  of^any 
kia6,  whciher  as  to  receipt  wr  expendUiu-e^ 
was  yet  lx;i"urc»  the  iiouse      How  w eit  the 
members  to  kuow  .vliat  money  ought  to  i/c 
granted  ?     How  were  they   to  possess  any 
jntormation  upon  the  subject  ?'    They  were 
pew  men  :  or,  a  new  House  at  lea!-i  j  butj 
the  m(nneut  they  are  met,  they  roll  to  grant- 
ing money  with  as  much  alacrity  and  cheer- 
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fulness  as  if  to  gi^nt  money  had  been  the 
habit  and  the  delight  of  their  lives.—  On 
the  24th  pf  December,  Lord  Folkestone,  who 
had,  on  a  former  day,  presented  a  ))etilion 
from  certain  Electors  pf  Westminster  against 
the  return  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  stated,  that,  on 
acicopnt  of  the  great  mass  of  evidence 
that  was  to  be  brought  before  tlie  committee 
appointed  to  try  the  merits  of  this  petition. 
It  would  be  necessary  to  name  a  more  distant 
day  than  the  13th  of  January,  (the  day 
before  named)  for  the  meeting  of  the  com- 
mittee.    He  accordingly  made  a  motion  .to 

put  it  offuiitil  the  24th  of  February 

Mr.  Sheridan,  m  assenting  to  this  motion, 
took  occasion  to  .notice  wimt>Mr.  Perceval 
had.  in   the  debate   upon  the  address,  said 
about  the  hori.es  of  government  being  yoked 
to  his,  Mr.   Sheridan's  car.     This  sarcastic 
observation  of  Nlr,  l*erceval  was  noticed  in 
my  last  Number.     Some  reply  was  to  be 
expected.    Things  would  have  been  in  a  ba(l 
way  indeed.  \(  the  royal  blood  of  the  house 
of  Sheridan   (see  his  speech  at  the  Play  Ap- 
tors'  dinner)  had  not  shewn ^a  little  warrath 
upon  such  an  occasion,  llie  cause  of  royalty, 
*"•'  regular  government,  social  order,  morality, 
and  religion,"  as  his  friend  John  Bowles  has 
it,,,w.o.uld  have  ^en  indeed  a  falling  cause, 
\f  this  champloti  of  them  all  could  have 
hammered  out  of  his  head  nothing  to  say,  by 
way  of  answer  to  Mr.  Perceval.     What  has 
been,  in  the   news- papers,  reported  as  his 
answer,  the  reader  shall  now  see j  and,    the 
friends  of  "royalty,   regular  government, 
"  social  order,  mondity,  and  our  holy  re^ 
**  ligion,"  which  words,  accordiiic:  to  tbeic 
use  of  them,  mean  such  a  state  of  things,  no 
matter  what  it  be,  as  will  enable  them  tp 
live  in  idleness  upon  the  frnit  of  the  people** 
labour ;   truly^   1  am  of  opinion  that  this 
loyal  and  godly  description  of  persons  will 
experience  no  sm^U  iwin  at  perceiving  that 
two  persons,  whose  sentiments,  as  to  all  the 
main  points,  tliat  is  to  say,  the  points  fela-- 
ting  to  places  apd  pensions  arc  pirecisely  the 
{janie ;  yes,  1  cannot  but  l|iink,  tliat   I  he 
friend^  of  '*  our  holy  religion,**    as  Joliq 
£jwles8ays,  will  be  grieved  to  the  very  soul 
al  v\  4iQc>fiing  the  madks  of  a  misunderstand-; 
\vi%  between  Me^rs.  Sheridan  and  Perceval. 
But,  wliatcyer  grief  it  may  occasion,  I  must 
-;jiiere  give  an  account  of  the  debate,  as  it  is 
ceiled,  beg iimir^g, with  the  printed  speech 
q^ribed  to  t^e  .royal-blooded  Treasurer  of 
^  tjUe  |wa.vy.-ri — **  He  would  take  this  occa.sioxi 
/V  ^  advert  to  something  that  had  fallen  from 
*.'  a  learned  genliemiin  op|K)site  (Mi".  Peree- 
\*.  \'a)),on  a  fornicrday.  in  his  absence  — 
'  */  f  Hear  1  Jij^ai  i  from  Mr,  Perceval  J      He 
'*  AYaibaj;>pyto^fiieaf  this  challenge  frono  the 
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"  proof  tliDt  he  conttooed  in  the  same  mind 
*•  on  this  subject,  which  w»iiiot  his  general 
**  practice.  (A  laugh.) — lHhit  learned  gent. 
"  bad  talked  n  great  deal  of  his  u'ant  of 
"  popukn-ity,  and  had  obsef red,  with  a  wit 
'•  correspondent  with  his  candour,  that  It 
**  was  not  till  the  gwernroeiu  horses  had 
*'  been  yoked  to  his  car  tifcit  he  had  be^n 
•'  broaght  in.  Now  lhoi\gh  His  Majesty 
"  bad  thought  him  worthy  to  hold  an  office 
*'  of  tmst  and  emolument,  he  was  bold  to 
"  think,  whatever  the  learned  gent,  and 
'•*  soine  few  other  clamorous  jx^rsons  may 
*'  tbi£k,  tliat  his  claim  to  public  support 
•*  was  not  thereby  lessened.  iTiere  was  a 
*'  sort  of  report  that  he  was  to  lake  another 
*'  office,  the  Chiltem  Hundreds,  for  the 
*'  purpose  of  vacating  his  seat.  (J  laugh.J 
"  He  had  no  objection  to  take  that  oftice, 
"  if  the  learned  gent  also  would  take  it,  and 
*'  bring  hit  popularity  to  the  test  by  facing 
'*  hi:n  en  the  hitstings  in  Covent-Garden. — 
'•  fJ  laugh,/* — :-A  laugh !  What  at  ?  Do 
you  see  any  thing  to  laugh  at  here,  reader? 
Heie  are  three  laughs  put  do^^n;  and,  if 
one  cotdd  believe  that  they  really  took  place, 
no  better  criterion  would  be  wanted  where- 
by to  judge  of  the  audience.  poa»  the  rc^k- 
der  see  any  wit?  Any  point?  Any  thin^ 
cakolsted  to  thr»w  ridicule  upoii  the  oppo- 
nent ?  A  shake  of  the  head,  accompanied  { 
wtii  a  smile  of  contem])t,  this  publicalioh 
may  occasion  in  a  company  of  sensible  men  ^ 
but,  as  to  laughter  at  such  blunt  and  bung- 
itng  attempts  8t  sarcastic  wit,  It  never  can 
find  place,  except  amongst  such  oafs  as  are 
■een  shaking  their  sides  at  the  grimaces  of 
the  Drury*LMie  pantomimes. — r^But,  be- 
fcre  we  proceed  any  fiirther  in  our  com  men  ti^, 
iet  us  see  the  ^leecb  attributed  to  Mr  Per^ 
t?eral,  as  it  waspubHshed  in  the  news- papers 

**  He  said,  that  instead  of  forcing  this 

^  matter  forward  on  a  fornicr  night,  be  had 
**  e&pressly  abstained  from  agitating  il,  on 
' '  the  ground  of  the  absence  of  tlie  right  hon. 
*'  cent.  The  noble  lord  <H.  Petty)  had, 
**  however,  ingeniously  put  into  his  moutli 
'^  the  ei^pressions  now  Ix'oi^ht  forward  by 
''  the  hamed  gent.,  bat  be  had  disclaimed 
*'  them.  He  had,  however,  no  hesitation 
**  now,  nor  at  ativ  time,  to  answar  for  what 
"  he  ^id  say,  *fbe  expression,  the  wit  ok 
'"  ^hicb  the  right  bon.  gent,  described  to 
"  be  equal  to  its  candour,  arose  frotn  the 
"  accident  of  his  having  seen  the  right  bon. 
*^  gest.  parading  the  streets  in  a  tfiuniphal 
"  car,  decorated  with  laurels.  (A  loud 
"  Ifiugh.)  The  right  hoo.  gent,  had  aaid 
''  that  it  was  contrary  to  his  practice  to  a(P 
^  here  tp  bis  opiuions.  I'hat  was  an  accn- 
^  mttvon  that  came  i^tbei-  p(k|ly  from  the 


*'  right  hon.  gent,  and  those  who  sat  with 
'*  him  on   that  side  of  the  house.     With 
"  respect  to  himief,  he  was  not  aware  of 
^  any  sticb  deficiency  in  adhering  to  his 
"  opinions,  as  the  right  hon  f^i.  imputed 
"  to  him.    Cert(iioly  hit  opinions  on  the 
*'  subject  now  belbre  the  house  had  under- 
'*  gone  no  change,  and  he  saw  no  reason  to 
•*  change  tbem     With  respect  to  the  ripht 
•*  hon,  'gent's,  challenge  to  meet  him  on  the 
"  Hustings  at  Coveni-Gardt»n,  he  had  to 
"  exaise  himself,  r/t\  the  ground  that  he  had 
**  constituents  who  had  shewn  him  uniform 
**  favour,  since  they  had  returi>ed  him  to 
"  the  first  Parliament  he  had  sat  in.    These 
"  ( onstituents  he  was  att^iched  to,  and  w;  s 
**  unwilling  to  desert  them  for  the  ambition 
"  of  representing  any  greater  place.    The 
^'  rigbt  hon.  gent,  had  at  Iftries  S]>oken  of  a 
*'  simibr  att:ichnieht,  tJiough  h^had  after- 
"  wards  funnd  it  so  ea.iy  to  get  rid  of  it.    At 
"  least  such  was  the  nmoimt  of  what  was 
•'  represented  in  the  iK?v^-papers,  in   the 
*'  right  hon.  gent's,  rytmc.     But,  perhaps, 
*'  what  was  thus  stated  on  the  subject,  was 
'*  not  authentic.     It  was  easy  to  credit  nti 
'*  e:;cuse  of  that  kind  from  the  extravagan- 
'•*  cies  cojuained  in  the  q)ceche3  imputed  to 
*'  the  right  hou;  gentleman:**— -Tlie  ohly 
laugh   given    to  ^  this    spl^h  was  natural 
enough.    Npt  that  th#re  is  any  thing  very 
original  or  witty  in  Mr.  Perc«rrd*s  account 
of  tlie  triumphal  car ;  but,  it  was  impossible 
to  be  put  in  mind  of  that  car;  it  was  tmpos- 
sible  for  any  one  to  menti<^  it  wiih  appareut 
seriousness,  without  bitrstiitg  out  into  laugh- 
ter,   l^e  thing  was  so  ritliculous  >  it  was 
such  a  studied  attempt  to  disguise  a  defaat^ 
tbffre  was  such  a  sirt«lanty  between  this  pro- 
cession ajid  that  of  Blue^Beard;  there  ^i:  % 
so  many  of  the  persons  and  of  the  mafteriais  cf 
iheTheatreRoyai  actually  employed  about  it  j 
tlie  piece  was  so  well  known  to  have  been 
got  up  by  Johiisen,  tlie  Property-Man  of 
that  play-house  ;  and  tlie  trick  so  cohiplete- 
ly  faded,  the  laurels  wei«  so  thickly  covered 
with  naiid,  by  the  ver>'  persons  whom  the 
device  Waa  intended  to  blind  and  mislead  ; 
tochort,  the;  thing  had  been  a  attbject  of 
«ucb  tuilversal   ridicule,    tlwt,   to  excite  a 
bur>t  ®F  li^iter  in  the  House,  Mr  F  rceval 
had  only  to  allude  to  it.- — The  tenant  (f 
the  car,  tlie  hero  of  the  pantd  nimc,  seen.ed 
to  feel  this,  as  appeared  from  his  re  pi  v.   He 
"  denied  that  he  had  deserted  the  Electois 
•'  of  Staftbrd;     He  hadoffered  himseJt  for 
"  Westminster  by  their  express  pet  "^nm urn, 
*'  The  trhimphd  cinr,    which  had  excited 
'*  the  learned  gentleman's  -spleen,  wa<   not 
*'  so  very  hi/fiant,  that  it  might ,  not  ha\^ 
*«  escaped     ills  ^rtasiw,      fhe^r,    hear  tj 
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•*  learned  gewU'jr  remarks  that  he  con^plam* 
"  ed  of,  but  the  prejudice  ih^y  w.^fe  calcu- 
*'  lateU  to  cast  ou  a  coni^^ti'd  Election,  o^ 
*'  which  the  learned  gent,  himself  niay  be 
'^  called  lapon  to  be  a  judge." — — ^No;  the 
Cic  was  JK)t  so  verj-;  brilliAiit,  i»dced,  unless 
a  mixlnrejpf  laurel-lea v<.v^  aud  mud  make^ 
brilliant  «nppeaiance.  It  h^s  beeti  denied  by 
some  of  the  sui)orne4  daily  prints,  that  mud 
>vas  thrown  at  the  heroes,  scaled  in  Ihis  jcar  j 
.biit,  in  their  ;zeal  for  those  heroes,  these 
same  prints,  not  aware  of  the  consequences 
told  their  readers,  of  the  coiitemptuous  and 
insolent  (as  th6y  had  the  assurance  to  call  it) 
behavour .  of  the  poi)ul^u:e,  one'  of  whona 
was  actually  taken  up,  and  carried  before 
ihe  ipagistrates  at  the^  police^ ofiice,  for 
throwing  mud  at  the  tenantk  of  the  triumr 
phaicar.  Oh,  what  wouid  the  princely  fai- 
i5)ily  of  Sheridan  now  giv>,  W  the  great 
l^ead  of  it  had  ncjver  mounted  that. car  I  I 
have  heard  that  the  gentkmaa  is  fond  of 
Jkmei  and  that  he  has  now  taken  the.  rigl*t 
road  to  it  no  one  can  doubt. — r— The  speech 
ascribed  to  Mr.  Sheridan  taunts  !Mr.  Perce- 
val tvitb  a  changeable  disposition.     I  have 
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Spartan  Genara^  abandoned  the  cause  o£ 
Colonel  Johnstona.  Arid,  is  it  thii  man^ 
whom  we  jH)Mr*hear  repf9ac.hiijg  others 
with  a  disposition  \o  change  \'  .Talk  of  lh« 
face  of  GepBge Hose,  indeed!  1  havx^  noted 
(Jown  Jiue  an^- twenty  public  pledged  that  * 
Hr.  Sheridan  has  abandoned.  tl>^y  sliall  all  • 
he  detailed  one  pf  ^^se  day^.-r — ^The  pait 
of  the  reported  speech  of  Mr.  Sheridan 
which  relates  to  the  place  bestowed  upon 
Wm  by  his  IVIiije.sty,  and  t,he  drxtriiie,  that 
iuj.was  not,  on  thatJKrcountthe  les*  eutrded 
to  public  support,  ai-e  p»3s«ed  over  in  silence 
in  the  speech  attributed  to  INIr.  PeicevaJk 
They  were  here.*'  brothers/'  and  they 
■might  be  •*  bolii-  in  the  wrong/*  Bui,  does 
Mr.  Sheridan  think,  that  we  are  so  ignorant 
as  not  to  understand  enough  of  sixh  concerns 
to  be  able  to  perceive?  how  it  Uas  thot  "  his 
**  Majesty  had  thougiit  him  worlhi/  to  hold 
.**  an  ofixce  of  ttust  and  emokin:eiii  *  ?  'Does 
he  Liiink,  that  we  do  not  uiHlei'^.iand  all  this  5 
This  is  not  th^  first,  lime  by"  ilioasunds  that' 
we  have  heard  men  urgv>  '^"^  -^  p^'^^>f  cf  their  " 
wonhiness, ..  tl>|i  pos-J:.son  oitLat  of  which 
we  .contend  they  rae.  uiuv<jrthy.  This  v.*a3  the 


uever  peEpcived  such  a"  disposition  .in  that  j  5tandingargWM'Criwofritta;u!  all  his  minions, 
gontleui§n.    J^hasnots  as  far  cs4  have  ob»- 
st;?ved,  t>ccn5>.^*tb7ble  itiiiij?  actions;     Heiias 
\iniforrii«'y**atKi  steadily  stuck  to. Pitt  and  his 
fyotem.;' ••no,  n^y  cbjtv'.km  toijini  is,   that  i 
]icc:Uv;^ii  10  ihe  J^y.3tc6j  t\vrn  novt,.     frdt,   aij  ' 
he  is  Jvporfed  .ttf  liavc  (.bseuvcd  «|)on  this 
.(".xvt.sivv.)^  .^ucli  a  cTiar'g^  sOnn/.:>  rather  oddiy 
l:oiTi  Mi-..  .Sheridan J,  wljo  -lias   both  in.  ge- 
Vivi:\\ s  :n  d  pnrt'.ci,i]:f£s/  abaiidoned,   since-he 
■and  his   Ec'ii  came  in^o*  the  rcveipt.  of  the 
pubiicjiicne^,   every- ^reat  principle  that  he 
ever  before  profe?std>  and  every  pledge  .h;e 
ever  gavel  :  1  will  rnentlon  two  ini^taiiceji.  by  . 
MHyOf  specimen.     He  has  been  ril ways  a. 
loud  declaim'er  for  the"  liherty  of  ilic   pcess 
and  fey  pr/oljcity  ppon-n'l  scvbjects.    Daring 
ti.e  last  session  of  pnrlinincnt  he  attended  in 
the  House  to  take  a  part  in  discussroa  ccly 
live  tijnes ;  ;ind,  one  of'those  times  wa^  for 
the  ejtpress  purpose  of  preventing  the  rir^it 
and  niost   imporrant    change  against  Lord 
Wellesley^/ow  bdng  printed",  mwl^cUi^i^' 
dertaking  hc'siiccc^eded,    The  other  ii?siauci3 
that  I.  shall  npw  meritioft  is,'  that,,  when 
^Ir.  Nicholl.had  undertaken  -the  atlait  otj  thp-^' 
CarnatijC,   ^eeihg  that' Mr.    Sheridan    wa^ 
backward  about  it,  tbfe  "latter  resumed-  the 
undertaking,  pledged  himself  most  solerao- 
ly  to  bring  it  torward,  call«d  for  papers,  .t^iCj 
printing    of   which  cost  the  nation  many 
hundreds  of  pounds,  and  then  be,  in  tlwj 
last   sessions  of  parliament,  ahandoned  it, 
from  tlie  saaae  motive,  and  with  full  as  little 
compunction  as  l^ii  worthy  associate   the 
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It  ykf-vi   i!ie  arj.'\i7»cnt  of  Cavendish    Brad* 
shiwal  iU/ulton  ;  wl.cre  he,  t<x>,    told  t^ 
people,  ihaL/'  his  Mqje&i^ji.hmd  s-hougltthia) 
iiorthij  «,f  a  r!<i>v  of  Inist  aud  emolument.  *' 
in  .short  it  is  the  argument  of  every  one  who 
lives  upon  the  tdxes,    from  tlic  very  higher 
lo  the  vrTy  lowvst  of  the  innumerable  host. 
■A:>  to   the  f  lectors  of  Sudbrd  giving 
J«4i*.   Sheridan  their  express    par  mission    i^ 
st^nd  for  Westininslci-,  I  have  no  doubt  of 
the  fact,    which,   J  think,  , is  pretty   fully 
proved,  in  their  giyipg  his  son^  permiiision 
idff9  to  stn nd  tor  \VesinVmste,r^.  4ir  any  other 
place  that  he.  or  his  fiithet^  might  cKooiCi.  - 
Nor  do  j  at  ^11  doubt  of  the  unthakf(n  sXiuck-^ 
"mental  Mr.  Perceval's  constituents  to hiii». 
TJiey  .have  always  returned  him,  he  says> 
.and,    I  dare  say  they  always  will  fetnaia 
.  as  lirmly     a ti ached    to   him   as     the    free 
'and  independent  elecrc?rs  of  Gcitton  are  to 
Coionel  \Yood.     Mr.  Perceval  is.  a   prudent 
-;nwn,  ajid  he  dops  very  right  to  decline  a 
meeting  wit^  Mr.  Sheridan  upon  the  hustings 
in  Coviiut  G a;xlenj  not  th^it  1  thi nk  lie  would 
bedclifa^d^  iir,  realiy,  the  electors  wcuk^ 
be  fairly  p^sed,  as  the  old  woiaeii  say  j  butj^ 
M,r.  Ver-ceval  saw,  he  say^  ijn^  triumphal  can, 
whence  l^e  would  not  fail  to  take  ^he  hint !  . 
It  was.bravery  truly  \vorjthy  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily of  Sheridan'to  throw  down  tl>e  gauntlet 
to  Mr.  Perceval.     As  if  he  had  said,  I'll 
face  you  at  any  uUe  !  I  am  not  $0  unpopular 
as  you.     Will  he  meet  Mr.  Paul/  ?■  Will  he. 
ever. dare  me^t  him,   or  any  n^aif  of   th^ 
'1  .     .      .      ^ 
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l7}  JANUARYS,  \SCj7 '-^Proc^edin^'^  in  PafJintr-uL 

**  It  was  net,  howe\^er,  th.' severity  'T  .he 
wire  spirit  aud  tLc  ;»ame  prlncii^les  r  He  I.uS 
ailVcted  .juteinpt  for  Mr.  Paullj  but, "at 
tl. :  toit  m  of  his  beirt,  be  drea(!s  Liin 
:..ore  than  he  does  all  the  other  iv.cn 
Iq  the  wcrid.  His  life  will  now  he  a 
life  of  couUnual  anxiety  and  alarm.  Tlie 
petition  ra.iy,  possibly,  fail  of  s'jcce >s. 
He  may  here  be  saved  by  some  uiilkuliy  in 
bringing  home  the  acts  to  himself  or  his 
agents.  But,  he  is  never,  for  one  monu  nt, 
secure  against  another  dissolution  of  pnrl'i- 
meatj  >vhich  may  happen  any  morning  or 
pfiemocn  that  he  lives.  He  may  awake  any 
djy,  and  find  liiraself  no  longer  a  law-giver. 
And  then  comes  on  his  shakirg  tit.  Give 
u-S  oh,  gqtxl  ministers  \  give  us  but  another 
dissolutioal  Give  us  but  one  more  opportu- 
Clty  to  demoli>h  him !  Toss  him  down  only 
cnjc  moie  before  us !  AikI  if  we  suffer  him 
to  ret  rn  to  you  a  merjber  for  Westmin«;t(.T, 
tlien  despise  us  as  much  as  he  hates  and  fe.-^.rs 

Ub  now. ^Enough;  for  the  present,  of  if- j 

content  for  popalaiity  bet  w«  on  Messrs  Per- 
ceval and  iJheriJan.  A  subject  of  a  more 
serious  nature  calls  f)r  your  attention;  I 
mean  the  morion  made  on  the  2-1  ili  "f  De- 
cember, .  ii>  the  House  of  Conmic:;.i,  by 
Mr^^BtDJ)i;Lrn,  for  dli»continning  the  salary 
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cr  iiriuwaiicc  to  tfie-  Chairman  of  Hit  Cum- 
rf'itlterf  iP^dys  and  Means.  The  reasons, 
Ujion  which  this  motion  v»'as  founded,  can- 
not be   better   stated  than   in  ll.e  reputed 

speech  of  Mr.  Biddiilph  h;L>elf. "  He 

*'  adverted     tO    the    economy    wbieh    the 
*'  Speech  delivered  in  his  Majcst)\  r.anie,  | 
"  on  opening  the  Sesiiion,  recommeiuttd,  I 
*'  in  the  greiit  exertions  that  woi  !d  h^  ne-  I 
•*  cessary,  in  advlition  to  tho^e  akeady  bcriie  '\ 
"  by  his  Majesty's  people.     It  \vase.^cnt  al  , 
*'  to  the  public,    ibnt  his  Majesty's  paleriial 
^'  rccommendr.tiqn  w.'is  not  a  nierc  ck.u!  let-  ^ 
"  ler  iu  the  mouths  of  his  M.^jesty's  minis-  \ 
^'  If  rs.     In  the  great  difficulties  and  ^rcat  \ 
**  demands  of  the  present  exigency,  itVas 
"  e"»iential  to  shew    the  public,    that   t!ie 
'*  snaallest  practical  savings  would  be  at- 
*'  tended  to.  .He  thought  it  right  to  bring 
**  fonn'ard  ibis  motion   thus  early,  before 
"  any  individual  should  undertake  the  duties 
"  of  the  office  on  the  faith  of  a  salary.  He 
"  was  surp  the  hon.  gent,  who  was  said  to 
*'  be  naixicd  to  the  office  (Mr.  Hobhonse)  . 
"  would  pot  suppose  he  meant  any  thing 
"  personal  to  hjm^  knowing,  a*^  he  must, 
"  that  from  his  ^rliest  yearij  he  had  the 
"  highest  esteena  for  his  cnan.cter  and  abi- 
*'  lities.     He  Ihonght  that  thjs  was  an  in-  ' 
"  stance  in  which  th^  economy  recommeiv- : 
ded  in  his  Mejesty*8  Speech  may  be  \vpjl ; 


put  m/psactice. 


No  man  should^  in  h^s 


-  op::!..,:^,  i  '  ; 
^'  of  O.h-r  ).  , 
''  the  p^TLon   \;'.i 
"  sahjry  was  mcjn 
"Jof  the  rioute,  as 

'*  L'.bour.  Tlicre  were  two  lu^cl.'^  r  x\  :  .4 
**  the  duties  of  the  oftice  |p*;:*  *  b-'  0  m 
"  charged,  lie  me-.bers  mi^hi  v!>;...'^ 
*'  the  tror.ble  among  tLen^  ^h-s,  and  i:'.,'4 
•'  it  by  turns  J  or  li»(i.-e.who  u ere  ah'  1 1/ 
*'  paid  by  Governmci.t  for  very  tntling  ^e;-, 
*"'  vices  might  well  disch:.rge  this  duty  i^ 
*'*  addition.  He  would  atk,  were  the  jut 
*<  nior  Lords  of  the  Trea.ury»  who  hiyj 
''  only  a  fev/  papers  to  sign,  .so  cxhaus»p4 
*'  in  mind  and  body  as  to  be  unahl?  to  coii\^ 
"  down  to  the  House  lo  peiform  the  dui:<j# 
"  of  their  oiTice  ?  lie  thought  this  rQi  * 
"  trenclunent  would  be  a  proof,  to  tlv? 
"  public  that  his  Mi  jrsty's  Mini^tc^rs  ineai^t 
"  to  fiilJil  the  pledge  of  economy,  i;^ 
'^  which  he  believed  tiiem  sincere.  '  li 
"  was  liiought,  by  many  persons  of  deej> 
"  rrflection,  that  some  great  change  \^'4i 
'^  necessary  to  save  the  country.  A  rir 
"  gorous  eccnomy  \:r{d  r.tit  yet  bVejij 
"  tried,  and  he  recoianirnded  it  as  tl\^ 
"  in^^  and  cvisiest  e^pe^ient.  TJc  moyed* 
"  a  resolution:  Tliai  thv  pr(xUi.e  f^/jfivr 
"  i*!--  a  SiUnry  to  the  Q.-iuL  wnh  of  the  Chrfiv 
"  fn'ftttu oj  IJ'isysoncII'Jnirts jLi^suf^iurr'safy^ 
"  and  in  the  prescni  ciraimiiuyices  of   tk^ 

'*  counts  <i  incxl)c!ient.'" ;L<?t  u^-hen'-'^h^ 

answer  of  Lord  Howick  before  we  proceed 
to  make  our  renuirks  \  though  ,one  v/^iild 
nnuu'ally  liave  woixl  Tcd  what  <>iher  an^iver 
thati  t    it  of  imuicdiiiie  w.^s^nuhuul  i  be  gr\<;u  . 
to  a  preposition  so  i^ensuLcblv  as  t.h>i  eApiCi^ 
ed  in  vl.is  rosohuion  ;  what  ih^n   ui^^t  Ijave 
bec^n  the  i>orrow  of  every  man,  \A\o  vvlshqp^  . 
well  to  the  country,  at  being  infc  rmed.  1^ 
the  reports  of  the  debates,  that  It  i^'u.i  WAC 
lime  hjhnq/jjf  mcmlurg  C9uld.  h*  JoluH  la 
i^jcond    the    viotionj  — — •,*',  ITis   Lc>/diliijp    , 
**  thafiked  tlu;  IlomvjiiiJjle  Oenih  maiu  Of 
"  the  favourable  sentiu^v-nt^  iic  ent;ii.i;:iiip4 
'^  of  his  MajeiiLy's  M-i*n»ti;:>J,   whbiu?  a-s^Ur 
'\  red  hinj  wece  determini^d.  \si  .\^"4C\W  .lI)© 
"  economy  rf  com  mended  in  his  kl:ijesu>    ^ 
y  Sp<*ech.     He  did  not^  hfj*vevc?,  f-hiiit  -U^if 
'^  the  retrenchment  recomnjended  .by  jjie 
''  Hon.  Gent.  coul<J  courye  within  Uic  .d:..slr^ 
*■'  of  his  Majesty  or  the  expectation  of  ih^ 
/*  public.     Tl)e  Hoti.  Gent.  was.misiidvuflL  . 
'*'  ih  thinWng  that  any  one  had  been  2i^m)\0r   - 
*^*ed  ta' the  office,    'riie  office  .\ya^  stdl  vi-  , 
'*  cant  til]  it  should  be  the.  pleasure  MLlii^ 
y^  House  to  ^eaU.-son)ebody  la  tl^a,, Cjjair, \ 
'^  .when  the  House  slwrnU  resoh'e  itself  into 
*'  the   Committee.    The  Hon.  Gent,  was 
'*'  also  mistaken  itj  tliinkit^j  there  was  a  sa- 
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**  larj  annexed  to  the  iituation.  There  had 
•'  been  a  atahry  from  the  Civil  List  from  the 
*^  Revplatian,  till  witliin  these  few  years, 
"^  when  it  seemed  to  the  House  inconsistent 
'*  that  any  Officers  of  its  body  shonid  have 
*'  a  salary  from  the  Crown.  Aii  annual  vote 
**  of  remuncftuon  was  then  substituted,  to 
*'  >vhich  the  labour  of  the  office  was  weH 
*' entitled.  The  chairman  of  the  commit- 
**  teeof  M»ays  andmeatishad  to  perform  in 
**  the  chair  of  that  Committee  tlie  same  du- 
**  ties  as  the. speaker  in  the  chair  of  the 
**  House.  He  had  to  attend  to  all  public 
*'  bills  that  came  before  the  House,  to  watch 
•*  their  various  stages,  and  to  be  present 
*'  every  day  in  the  House,  from  its  meeting 
*•  to  its  rising,  for  the  purpose  of  doing  his 
**  duty  with  respect  to  them.  Was  this  a 
•'  task  undeserving  of  remuneration  ?  As  to 
**  the  idea  of  its  being  distributed  between 
**  the  members,  it  would  in  ihat  case  be 
*•  every  body's  business,  aiid  that  would  be 
*'  nobody's  business.'  With  respect  to  the 
•*  duty  being  performed  by  any  other  ser- 
"  vant  of  government,  if  the  hon.  gent, 
**  thought  there  were  any  servants  of  go- 
*'  vemment  who  had  no  business  attached 
^*  to  their  offices,  let  him  move  for  the  abo- 
"  litton  of  those  officesi'  The  bustnestidf 
'^  tbis  office  was  certainly  enough  to  ^-^j 
'^  maod  the  whole  attention  of  an  able  and 
''  atteniive  person,  and  ought  not  to  be  ex^ 
^'  eropt  from  remuneration,  such  as  in  the 
**  c^iofon  of  the  House  it  should  appear  to 
''  merit  at  the  dose  of  the  session,  when 
"  the  vote  was  brought  ^u-ward.  That 
^  would  be  the  proper  time  for  the  hon. 
'^  geottemiio^tt  nootton,  on  which  lie  should 

<*  move  the  order  of  the  day." W|iich 

be  did ;  and  thus  this  first  proposition,  made 
to  the  new  patiiament,  for  saving  the  public 
iDOoey»  was  got  rid  of!  A  truly  auspicious 
cctfrnneocenoent ! — ^It  is  no.  matter,  whether 
the  l,300l.  a  year^  given  in  this  way 
to  a  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  by 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Commons; 
taken  out  of  the  public  purse  by  "  the  guar- 
*'  dians  of  the  public  purae,"  and  given  to 
one  of  thectiselves ;  taken  out  of  the  purse 
\xf  one  of  "  the  holders  of  the  purse-strings'* 
aod  given  by  themselves  to  one  of  them^ 
selves ;  a  part  of  the  supplies  of  which  b^ 
himself  is  to  attend  to  the  granting  of:  it  is 
no  matter,  wliether  this  sum  be4)aid  und^ 
the  name  of  salary,  or  allowance,  or  renm- 
oeraition :  it  is  a  sum,  which  the  House  qf 
ComtMDs  takes  froai  the  people  annually 
andgi«^  to  o|ie  of  themselves,  and  it  is  at- 
.  teo^f  with  this  peculiar  circumstapce,  thgt 
it  is  given  to  him  fat  services  which  he  per- 
ibrm».as  a.memlN^r  of  i^aifiament^  wh)ch  are 


performed  within  the  walls  of  (hat  House, 
and  which  it  is  the  duty  of  every  member  o^ 
that  house  to  understand  and  to  perform,  if 
required.  No  matter,  therefore,  my  Lord 
.  Howick,  whether  it  be  called  a  salary  or  a 

remuneration. Nor  is  there,    my  lord, 

any  force  in  your  ai^uraent  built  on  prece- 
dent. Many  bad  things  were  done  about 
the  time  of  the  blessed  Revolution  j  and.  if 
the  House  of  Commons  thought  it  inconsis- 
tent that  tirc  Ciiairman  should  stand  upon  the 
Revolution  footing,  it  proves  that  the  esta- 
blishn>ent  was  not  so  deeply  covered  with  the 
hoar  of  antiquity  but  that  it  might  be  touch- 
ed. It  is  only,  therefore,  touching  it  a  R tile 
harder,  and  down  it  goes.  In  the  act  of  set- 
tlement, though  Mr.  Whitbread  seems  to 
have  forgotten  it  j  in  the  act  of  the  people 
of  England  which  settled  the  crown  upon  his 
Majesty's  family,  it  was  most  carefully  pro- 
vided, that  no  placeman  or  pensioner  should 
sit  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Look  round 
you,  my  Lord,  and  you  will  see  some  hun- 
dreds of  proofs  that  this  provision  has  been 
annulled.  Why,  then,  refer  to  the  period  of 
the  Revolution  for  precedents  which  are  to 
silence  every  objecter?  From  precedents 
from  which  tliere  lies  no  appeal  either  to  the 
-reason  of  the  case  or.  to  the  necessities  of  the 
times  ^  Unless,  indced»  your  Lordship  be 
prepared  to  maintain,  that  acts  and  customs 
favouring^the  liberty  and  the  property  'of  the 
subject  are,  and  ought  to  be,  mutable  y  w^ile 
every  act  and  every  custoni  hiaking  against 
that  liberty  and  property,  are;  and  ought  to 
be,  unchangeable  in  their  nature  and  etern:^ 
in  tlieir  duration.  This  w^s  not  the  sort  of 
doctrine,  which  your  lordship  used  to  delight 
in,  when,  under  your  former,  and,  with  me, 
better  name  of  Mr,  Grey,  you  described,  and 
inveighed  against,  the  waste  of  the  public 
money,  and  the  numerous  corruptions,  which 
you  expressed  so  anxious,  and,  as  I  thought, 
so  sincere,  a  desire  to  see  reformed. — ^Beg- 
girtg  your  pardon  for  having  tlius  digressed, 
aod  especially  to  leroind  you  of  your  lan- 
guage and  opinions  when  out  of  office,  I  new 
proceed  to  obsen  e,  that  the  printer  has  made 
yoqr  lordbhip  say,  tliat  the  duties  of  this 
Cbairtnan  were  like  thotp  of  the  Speaker; 
where  an  inference  was  left  to  be  drawn, 
that,  as  one  bad  a  salary,  so  <K»g*^*  ^^  otlier. 
But,  my  lord,  Mr.  Btddulph  had  made  the 
distinction  between  the  Sipeaker  and  t|\e 
Chalrroait ;  and,  t}i^  fact  is,  tl^at  the  Chaic- 
man  of  t jit  Conamitlee  pf  Ways  and  Mean§, 
as  i?uch,  has  i^p  niope  to  d<^  thai)  every  chair- 
m^ji  pf  every  committee  of  the  whole  Hoi^ 
has  5  that  is  to  say,  to  read  the  motions,  tp 
put  the  questions,  to  ciill  to  order,  aiid  to 
ma)te  the  report.    You  tell  us>  that,  it  is  x^p 
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duty  of  the  ChairmaD  of  the  Committee  of 
'Wayf»and  Means  "  to  attend  to  all  puLlic 
*•  tills  thai  come  bejort  the  House,  to  ufalch 
•'  t/ieit  various  statues,  and  to  be  present 
"  £uery  day  in  the  House,  from  its  meeting 
"  to  its  rising,  Jor  the  purpose  of  dping  his 
*'  duty  with  respect  to  them."  Your  ford- 
ship  knows  very  well,  that  he  ifoes  pit  so  at- 
tend ',  but,  supposing  ht  does )  what  have 
vou  described  here  more  than  it  is  iocam- 
bemt  upon  every  member  to  do  ?  .  Js  it  not 
Uie  diity,  ihe  bouoden  duty,,  of  etyery  mem- 
ber "  te  attend  to  all  public  bills  r  Aye, 
and  to  all  private  bills  too.  And  what  sort 
of  a  servant  of  the  people  roost  he  be^  if  he 
be  not  in  the  House  every  day  that  his  health 
will  permit  him  ?  My  Lord,  my  Lord!  ilie 
sorrowful  truth  is,  according  to  this  the 
speech  published  under  vour  name,  that,  out 
of  658  members  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
not  one  is  to  be  found  willing  constantly  to 
attend  to  his  duty  there,  without  a  large  an- 
nual remuneration  !  And  this  truth,  ipy 
lord,  is  proclaimed  to  the  people,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  this  same  House  of  Commons 
are  daily  calling  upon  them  for  new  sacri- 
fices»  and  expressing  their  regret  that  such 
sacrifices  are  indispensilU  to  the  safety  of 
the  country !—— The  proposition  fas  calling 
ihe  membefsT alternate^  to  the  Chair*. Ja  the 
p)romittees  of  Ways  and  M«ans,  yo»r  lord- 
ship is  represented  to  have  answered,  by  the 
comipon  observation,  that,  **  what  is  e^^ery 
"  ^tody's  business  is  nobody's  business." 
And,  IS  this  really  the  case,  my  Lord,  in  the 
Hopse  of  Commons }  Is  a  saying  which  has 
grown  out  of  a  general  observation  ^  the 
conduct  of  menial  servants  and  others  the 
lowest  and  least  trust- worthy  of  mankind  ; 
is  thi^  saying,  my  lord,  applicable  to  theje- 
presenutives  of  the  people ;  each  of  (yhoni, 
Dtj  it  recpUecledrf  makes  his  conslitnents  a  so- 
lemn prprnise  to  serve  them  t^■ith•/k/^/i/y,  ajid 
V^hom,  collectively,  the  king  calls  liirf  faith' 
Jul  Commons  ?  What,  my  lord,  is  it  nobody's 
jbusiness  to  attend  to  the  passing  of  bills,  un-r 
less  they  are  paid  for  it  ?  Is  this  retrfly  so  > 
pr   have   the  printers  misrepresented  the 

(ipeech  of  yoijr  lordship  I- Bqt,  if  the  ar- 

gunicats  of  your  lordship,  which  I  hsive  al- 
ready noticed,  are  calculated  tolejtuite  my 
surprise  and  regret  ^  what  shall  I  say  of  your 
answer  to  the  piopositiotl  for  letting  the  du- 
ty at  ChairqMn  be  performed  by  the  junior 
I'jrds  of  the  Treasury,  w  othej*  paid  persons, 
who biiyeliple or  nothing  to  do?  What  is 
your  ^i|;umei)t  in  answer  to  tWs  ?  fV  |f  the 
"  boiV  gent*  (hinks  there  are  any  servants 
''/of  government,  who  have  no  butiuess  at- 
^'  tached  to  their  offices,  let  him  move  for 
tf  iJhe  abolition  of  those  ojjlces:'    >«Aad/'it 
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n^ight  have  been  added,  ^'  let  him  look  at 
<*  our  majority  T  Alt,  my  Lord !  This  \% 
the  old  Pitt  way  of  jeasoning.  it  was  with 
argureients  like  .this  that  the  Roset  and  tho 
Lmigs  so  o(teagave  a  himping  and  tlftun- 
phant  answer  to  the  speecbes  of  j&m  de- 
ceased friend ;  and  trtuy  sbny  am  I  to  see 
you  following,  in  this  instance  at  leiit.  n^ 
directly  their  steps.  It  was  fine  encourage* 
ment,  too,  for,  Mr.  Biddulph  to  make  a  mo* 
tion  of  this  sort,  when  you  had  quashed  his 
present  motion   (exactly  of  the  same  Xen^ 

dency)  by  an  order  of  the  day  / My  Inrdt 

I  hope  to  see  the  day,  when  orrfw  of  the  dasf 
will  not  be  so  powerful  a  gentleman  as  he  ti 
now;  and,  having  no  room  to  comment 
further  upon  the  subject  at  present,  I  wiH 
conclude  with  saying,  that,  until  that  day 
comes,  I,  for  my  part,  cafe  very  IHtle,  as  to 
public  matters,  what  days  may  come;  being 
fully  .convinced^  that  no  good  to  this  country 
can  possibly  aHse,  while  propositions  liko 
those  of  Mr.  Biddulphr  are  stjfled  by  aa 
arder  of  the  day^  I  will  jmt  add  an  expres- 
sion of  my  earnest  hope,  that  tnat  gentle- 
man will  proceed  as  ,l>e  has  begun.  He 
will  have  both  INS  and  OL^S  against 
him ;  but,  ho  will  hiive  the  people  with  htm. 
-  HA29ovEiu--**^Wben  I  t0ok  my  motto,  it 
was  my  infentku^  to  iiave-sUown,  by  the  aid 
of  a  valuable  corres|poadent,  how  ii^arioua 
the  interesu  of  this  Kiectorate  had  been  to 
tii>glaud,  and  to  have  pointed  out  the  in* 
£uence  of  it  during  the.  tttie  negociation^ 
Want  of  room  compels  me  to  dem*  the  m^ 
tended  remarks  upon  thisjiubject.  In  the 
n^eanwhik,  I  beg  lea^e  to  refer  the  reader  to 
the  article  wheoce  my  motto  b  taken^  and 
also  to  an  admimble  ortkte  upon  the  sama 
sub^t,  which  he^ueill«£nd  totlieCouBfaa 
n<;wspaper  of  Tuesday:kst,  the  30th  ultimo. 
The /01/  seutenceof  thai  article  is  thevety 
best  I  e\'tr  read  in  ^  new9paper.  I  honour 
the  writer  <^tt>  and  I  beg  the  publiafaer  of  it 
to  accept  of  my  thanks.^   ' 

Thb  ^hekidans  and  PLAy*Ac?To»s  must 
wait  till  Mr.  Homan  ha»  closed.  My  letter 
#0  hnn,  which  will  be  ^Mind  immediatelr 
below,^  will  explain  how  ^fi|gi  stand  with 
Kim.  If  he  slioukl  want  fi  or  6  columns 
moR*,  howe\'eri  he  may  havs  its  But,  when 
faer..had  taken  ^>  ono  letter  with. tracing 
ba4jk  his  high  bloody  and^  if.  this  was  'the 
mere  spreading  of  his  canvass,  according  to 
his  own  scene-painting  expression,  the  read* 
er  Will  allow  that  I  had  but  too  touch  ground 
tor  alarm^  He  may  tako  6  coJumns  luore^ 
thqt  Is  to  say,  zboMl fhrtypamphlet  pages  hv 
the  wl)ole  j  but ,  he  m  nst  dose  next  week, 
or  his  letters  mu«t\v^ait  ibr  cdnvenience  of 
ittsertloa;    •  -^^     • 
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.  *'.yt*- Emaia.  In •  the  Ifis^  week's  Regiiiter, 
P-  9iK>  V'oe  17  for  throii\  read  thaw }  page 
^95  line  3.9  ^or  controvert  To^d  counteract. 

PAiaiAMEj^TARY  DERATES. 
TUe  prat  NuQiber  of  the  Eighth  Volume 
of  Copbext's  ?arliamenta,ry  Debates, 
\vill  b^>eacly  for  dj?livi,*ry  on  Thursday  next. 
.  Complete  Seta  of  the  Work,  from  tlie  Com- 
ipcncement  in  1803,  may  be  had  of  the  Pub- 
lisher, R.  Ragshaw,  Brydges  Street,  Covent 
G  rden ;  of  J.  Budd,  Pall  Malli  aad  of  aU 
a  yks^Uers  aod  Newsmei?- 

ra   MH.    HOMAK. 

,  SiR,r^— — When  I  promised  ro  insert  every 
tvord  thai  you  nai^n  flend  for  inB^nion,  in 
defence  of  the  Sheridans  (or,  rather,  if  my 
infortaation  be  cDrsect,  txt*ry  word  that  ihey 
might  write  m  their  del^nce),  I  must  cer- 
tainly have  been  understood,  as  not  speakmg 
without  some  h'mit,  ljk>ih  a&  toro&m  and 
*ime;  aad5  therefore,  upon  perceiving  that 
you  have,  begun  a  series  ©f  letters  to  tlie 
EbecAors  of  Wegtmihster,  I  tWnk  it  right  to 
appri^  ydu,  that  1  will  set  apart  /<«  columns 
Hoi  yott,  leaving  you  the?  ?ihxt  tuf&  numbers  to 
fibooso  as  to  thne  3  or,-  rf  yoa  please,  you 
may  sekiA  five  columns  ibr  each  number. 
That  this  is  quite  time  rmd  roonl  enooghfor 
aay  defence  that  can  b*  m^de  few  th^  per- 
•oos  io4jaeetion,  you  vpAiBt,  I  tiiink,  ueadity 
cdlow  5  and  it  wfll  be  easily  perceived,  th*c, 
at  a  uftt^ioent  like  tjie  present,  when  impor- 
tant d&sQusnons  are  gopngon,  in  parUaoaent 
as  wellj^  out  of  parltanfient)  tl»at  I  sh^ll  run 
•ottierisl^  of  incurring  t^e  dissatisfaction  of 
my  jes^rs  by  sufferirBg  so  larg^  a  space  to 
be  oqcopied  by  remarks  upon  such  a  subject. 
Co  on^  Sir.  You  shall  not  be  intcn-npted. 
Complete  yonf  de^ac«.  It  shall  have  a 
xraek  iq  do  execution.  And  then  you  shall 
^ear  me  in  answer.  As  I  perceive  you  are 
4ispo86^  to  be  extremely  free  with  the  cha* 
lacters  of  thct  opponents  of  the  Sheridans,  I 
must  beg  of  you  not  to  libel  too  grossly  any 
body  bnt  roy'setf.  Of  roe  you  may  say  just 
what  xou  pka«&;  but,  I  cannot  suffer  my 
Hogist>er  to  be:a  vehicle  of  abuse  of  my 
mends,  eipeCSaily  if  they  are  also  distingnisli- 
ed  friends  of  their  country  j  and,  moreorer] 
t^ls  wpali.f)e  quite  snp^jrfluous  to  Mr.  She- 
ridan,'who  has  the  whole  of  the  venal  daily 

fnhnaeat  hif .  back.^-^I  am.  Sir,  Src. '- 

Jiattiy,pec,  gSy  I9o(^..U-^\Vm.  Cobbbtt. 

DBFENCEOF  MR.  SHERIDAN. 

Sir  .3-^  1  s'mcefely  acknowledge  that  you  act 
with  fairness  andr magnanimity  in  having  ad- 
mitted my  last  letter  to  a  pUpe  in  your  Re- 
ftibter  although  seat  so  late,  and  in  your  pro- 
^isieto  continue  a  similar  indulgence,  la  con- 
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sequence,  hovvcvcri  of  tLc  private comrauni- 
calion  I  have  since  rcceiyoa  from  you,  I  am 
l^d  to  understand  that  you  do  UDt  incuj  \o 
•t\ViOi  ine  9  place  iii  your  nejct  pjper.  \  4g> 
not  rapine  at  Uils,  us  I  certainly  conceive 
it  \vill  be  an  ad\"antage  lo  n/e  to  have  a  sighjt 
of  your  long  and  Untdji^  threatened  letter 
on  the  P la U' victors"  Dinr.er,  before  1^, re- 
sume m^  subject — for  the  ensuing  Satui'day 
I  will,  without  failj  suhtuit  lo  ybu  my  pre-  % 
ieuhioixs  to  occupy  the  five  columns  whicl^ 
you' art*  pleased  v^^ry  handsomely  (I  spCitk  it . 
sincerely)  to  allot  16  my  attack  on  yourself 
At  preecut  I  hhall  only  repeat  that  you  were 
wrong  in  your  svispicioi)  as  to  the  persons 
wljo  have  either  a  knowledge  of  or  have 
participated  ip  whi^  I  write.  You  must  be 
apprized  by  Mr.  Wright  who  tl/e  only  per* 
.'-on  IS  with  whom  I  comn:>unlcare,  ll)e  only 
other  point  in  your  coi)uiiunicaiian,  cer- 
tainly not  meant  to  be  private  or  coniiden-r 
tiaj,,  upon  which  I  shall  say  a  "word,  U  tlje 
following  passage  in  your  letter  to  me  of  tl  9 
2.Sth  Dec.  "  I  must  beg  of  you  not  tb  libel 
*'  too  grossly  anybody  but  mysehV*  to  this 
I  I  answer  publicly,  that  I  am  not  conscious 
of  having  libelled  cither  you  or  your  friends, 
and  can  only  repeat  whafl  communicated  to 
you  iq  my  private  letter, ."  I  hol(J  myself  per- 
**  sonally  accountable  as  a  genikmau  for- 
*'  every  thing  which  falls  irom  my  pen,'" 
and  without  aiFecting  to  suppress  feelings  of 
indignation,  1.  shall  always  feel  my  sell  re- 
sponsible for  any  thing  to  which  my  nahit? 
is  attached. — I  have  the  honor  ta  be.  Sir* 
your's,  most  respectfully, 

1st  Jan.  IS07.       Frederick  Howan, 
To  Wm.  Cobbett,  E^q. 


WEST-INDIAN     SUGAR    ESTATES. 

SiR,-^ — I  am  glad' that  padiameut  has  at 
Inst  taken  into  its  couMderaiion,  the  ruinoua 
condition  of  the  persons  concerned  in 
We^t-Indian  estates  which  produce  sugar ; 
much  of  which  commodity  has  of  late  not 
relumed  to  the  producers  of  it  a  price  ade* 
quatc  to  the  mere  expenses  of  manufacturing  - 
it  from  the  cane,  and  importing  it  hither,^ 
without  including  the  previous  expense  of 
purchasing  the  land  on  which  the  canpgrew> 
planting  and  cultivating  that  land,  ejectincj 
works  for  the  manufacturing  j^rocesses,  ana 
paying  the  salaries  and  wages  of  the  persons  • 
necessarily  employed  in  superintending  and 
transacting  the  incessant,  various,, and  comr 
plicated  business  of  a  sugar  estate.  .  MucR 
sugar  hAS>  I  l^elieve^  within  the  last  Uvg 
months  been  sold  for  50s.  or  l<?ss  per  cw;^. 
the  charges  payable  in  this  country  ou  the 
same  arc,  duty  27s.  intei'est.oh  ditto  RU 
freig^ht   fls/  Od.,    lauding,     warel\ousingj^ 
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cooperage,  Insurauce  from  fire  Is.  pd.,  iriRu- 
ranc'  on  tbe  voyage,  duty  and  commissioa 
on  the  same  2s.  id.,  comcuissioii  and.  bro- 
k^c  on  the  sale    Is.  Od."  *Total   42s.  6d, 
leaving  the  propnetor  7s.  Gd.  per  cwt.,  or 
abcmt  three  farthings  per  lb.     I  know  t^iat 
hjnny  noUble  housewives  suppose,  that  be- 
cati5e  lht:y  pay  more  than  they  used  to  do  for 
their  sugaf ,  the  gains  of  those  who  produce 
that  sugar  must  also  be  greater  than  they 
were     If,  indeed,  the  money  gains  of  sugac 
growers  had  of  late  yecirs  very  consideral)ly 
increased,   tiiey  would  only  have  parlaken, 
a^  in  reaiion  and  jivstice  they  ought  to  have 
partaken,  of'  the  general  etfect  of  the  asto- 
nishing quantity  of  taxes  imposed,  and  of  the 
other  various  incidents  by   which  the  ex- 
changeable \*alue  of  money  has  during  the 
la^t  ihirty  years  been  .so  exorbitantly  depre- 
ciated.    But  the  fact  is,  as  you  Mr.  Cobbett, 
sand  all  persons  in  the  least  conversant  with 
tlie  surject  very  well  know,  and  has  been 
•  proved  tiroes  without  number,  evep  the  no- 
mii\al  gains  of  the  sugar  grower,  not  only 
hire  not  in  the  least  advanced,  not  e\eu  I 
hi\'e  they  kept  stationary}    but  for  many  j 
years  they  have  been  mdst  grievously  dimi-  . 
niched,  and  of  late  they  haveeiilier  been  ) 
converted  into  a  loss,  or  at  best  reduced  to  I 
noihing;  insomuch,  that  if  the  conduct  of  a 
sugnr  estate  required  noihing  but  mere  agri- 
cultural labour,  or  if -the  buildings  and  ma- 
chinery upon  it  were  capable  of  being  cour 
\crtedtp  other  purposes,  there  cannot  be. a 
diiubt,  thot  a  vast  deal  of  the  land  Levetofore 
destined  to  tbe  growth  of  sugar,  would  either 
have  been  employed  otherwise,  or  not  cuhi- 
Yated  at  all.     Bui  e\ery  sugar  estate  contain- 
ing 300  acres  of  sugar  cane  land,  has  on  it 
buildtt)gs  and  roachinerv,  which  have  co.st 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  thousand  pounds,  and 
which  are  inapplicable  to  other  purposes, 
than   that  of  sugar  manufacture.     Ratlier, 
tl>erefore,  than  at  once  immediately  abandon 
the  whole  of  their  capital,  and  condemn 
themselves  to  ruin  without  the  possibility  of 
recovery  or  mitigation,  sugar  planters  have 
•  coDtinued  to  cultivate  their  estates  without 
proht,  and  even  at  a  loss,   in  ihe  hope  of 
some  relief  either  from  the  coirrse  of  gene- 
ral events,  or  from  the  interposition  of  the 
legislature  of  th^ir  country.     To  the  other 
•caose*  of    British  West-Indian  calamities, 
have  lately  been  added  fiuonapar(6's  vigo- 
rniis  efti>rts  to  exclitile  from  the^  Continent 
every  particle  of  their  iiroduce.     It  is  \ cry 
easy  to  t^lk  o(  the  ine?fFieacy  of  such  prohibi- 
tlonsy  imd  of  tbe  irresistible  power  of  com- 
merce to  evade  thorn,    it  is  much  more  easy 
to  Advance  such  proposition?,  than  to  prove 
th^nj."^  From  a  (Jocument  put  into  my  hand< 


by  a  person  upon  whose  infornytlon  1  bcr 
lieve,  i  may  most  rifely  rely,  1  caaprove  g 
the-  most  incredulous,  that  Buouapartc  lja4 
succecdetl  to  a  most  alarming  de^reii  in  tl  ^ 
attainment  of  this  his  favourite  i^bject,  Qvti^ 
before  l^e  had  enforced  his  prohibitions  wiij^ 
the  severity  and  to  the  extent  to  wludi  thtjy 
have  just  now  been  carried.     On  the  uil;  ot' 
July  last,  there  remained  in  the  publk.w..;u- 
houses  of  the  port  of  London  Si  ,020  cwts.  of 
sugar.     Between  that  day  and  the  10th  of 
October     following,     there     were     lai;vit.d 
855,332  cwt.    Within  the  same  period  thciO 
were  exported  only  l),60(>cwt.  and  on  '.he 
10th  of  Oetol^er  there  remaiiicd  in  th*^  sau.e 
public  warehouses"  393.49:)    cwt.     la   ..  o 
Morning  Chronicle  of  this  day  ^Dcc.  3  3;   .v 
is  represented  tliat  Lord  Temple  ,yestei\i/) 
stated  ip  the  House  of  Commons,  tliat  there 
were  in  the  port  of  London  not  less  than  80 
or  90  thousand  hogsheads  of  sugar.     A  hog- 
shead of  sugar  on  an  average  weighs  about 
14  cwt.     Jf  we  talie  ihe  Tnedium  of  Lord 
.Temple's  quantities  (85  thou^snd  hogsheads) 
it  will  appear  that  there  ar6  not  less  than 
1,120,000  cut.  of  sugar  in  the  port  of  Lon- 
don (audi  imatj'ir/.*  ihat  not  abtwe.two-ihird.^ 
of  lant  year's  cicps  liavebeen  yet  received). 
It  is  evident,  thefcibre,  bmh  ti'X)m  the  sni.;!)* 
I  ne<s  of  the  export,  and  from -the  magnitn  e 
i  of  thequi|ntity  on  hnnd,  that  ^5uonapart6hi< 
I  not  undertaken  an  impr.fCticfiblQ  measure. 
!  It  is  evident  also,  that  in  rOnsequeuce  of  Lis 
I  htivrng  thus  dammed  ir)  rhis  g»Vat  outlet,  \j 
I  which  tliecxee-'^of  uu.  iip;joHa!ionof  sn^  r 
usetl  to  be  carried  od'i  aA^asi  fimuitity  of  th  -t 
commodity  muit  renrain'uR^I^'^s,  and  be  t»  - 
tally  lost  to  the  cou.'kry,"; unless  some  woCe 
of  eonsum^)tian  can  be  adoptetl,  to  Ci)mptn- 
sate  that  which  has  been  loU!    The  brewer- 
ies and  (TisnllerieVDirer'stieh^  mode  o'  eon- 
.<umpiion  with  "ciic\;rn^ai>ccs  of  considera- 
ble advantage  to  the  oatituri"  at   large,   and 
without  any    cireuin'-tnnees**  of  detriment. 
And  by  availing  ourselves  (V^  this  resourrt, 
we  slvdil  not  only  avoicrirreaf-part  of  the  evijl 
which  Buonapi^rt^j  hap'vil  tta  bring  upon  rs 
by    Ims    exclusive     splem,-'  but  we    shall 
cause  the  evils  o*'  that  system  to  be  mcfJt 
acutely  felt  througfi out  the -countries  unctir 
his  dominion  ;  nnd  thus  -  mate  his  curse  ic- 
coil  upon  his  own '  H<ead,r*^l  observe  that  a 
meml^er  for   a:  cofji.  ctttTnty    (Mr.  Baker) 
seems  to  be  apjprehenskS>,tli^t  tho  introduc- 
tion of  sugii-  into  breWries  and  distilleries 
will  beJojuvinus  to  the  landed  interest,  by 
diminishing  tfee'pnceof  com.     Unless  llie 
proposed   mfasryc  be-exectued  in  a   most 
careless  or.  bVilxglmg  mniuier,  no  dai^gcr  oi' 
that  kind  n(^cdM?e  apprehc^^de^.     It  is  very 
noloi  ioiisj  tJ^^t'-f^ir  a'  !oi^g  time  past  the  corn 
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etplniMd,  that  it  every  year  grows  greater. 
'Ffidm  lie  accoiintfs  of  imports  and  exports 
parliaiflMit  may  easily  ascertain  what  has 
of  late  been  the  average  annual  deficiency  ; 
Jind  from  the  excise  office  accounts  of  the 
•juantity  and  strength  of  the  wash  for  ma- 
king corn  spirits,  parliament  may  obtain  a 
pretty  near  approximafiou  to  the  quantity  of 
corn  used  fn  tb«  distilleries.  Few  people,  I 
believe,  will  doubt  that  the  former — the 
tjuantity  of  cortt  imported — is  greater  than 
the  latter,  the  quantity  of  corn  used  in  the 
distilleries ;  CfT^  in  other  words  that  if  not  a 
single  bushel  of  com  were  used  in  distilla- 
tion, we  should  still  be  under  a  permanent 
necessity  of  importimg  com.  Now,  this  be- 
ing the  case,  it  is  most  manifest,  that  parlia- 
ment possesses  th^  power  of  keeping  the 
price  of  corn  at  that  lieight,  which  shall  be 
judged  necessary  to  afford  the  owners  and 
occupiers  of  land  a  sufticient  rent  for  their 
estates,  profit  on  their  capitals,  and  salaries 
for  their  time  and  labour.  Parliament  h^s 
only  to  prohibit  importation  tvhen  the  price 
ofcjru  isbetkcuth  this  height;  and  the  thing 
is  doM.  On  the  expediency  of  diminishing 
oar  d«fpendence  on  fomgn,  a^id  they  nwybe 
Jiosti^e  n«!tioiis,  for  the  staff  of  life,  I  shall 
for  the  ptjrscnt  say  nothing;  but,  I  h^pe, 
Mr.J^aker  will  byiiin  time  be  satisfied,  ti^at, 
unless  parliliD^dif  bo  fnuch  more  negligent 
of  the  Undcd  itltennNfllMn  we  can  sujapose  it 
will  be,  as  long  as  socb  active  vigilnnt  and 
inteyigent  champions  ot  that  boiiy  ns  his 
most  respectable  colleague  and  himself  have 
•eats  in  the  Houie  of  ^^Ofldraons,  he  need 
not  entertain  any  apprehension,  that  the 
price  of  the  qirattetn  Joaf  wB!  ever  be  lower- 
ed one  «in^le  Itirthing  below  its  reasonable 
price  by  the  rinilry  of  fliMar.  fiut  there  is 
another  riralty,  id  \vhicb  l  will  take  this  op- 
portunitf  of  calling  the  attctitlon  of  Mr.  Ba- 
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luxury  of  selfish  individuals,  but  from  the 
sage  and  patriotic  administration  of  public 
money  by  the  officers  employed  for  victual- 
ling the  navy.  In  consequence  of  the  gross 
fects,  which  Mr.  Brooke's  morions  disclosed, 
I  understood  a  check  was  promised  to  be  ap* 
plied  to  such  proceedings  of  the  victualling 
officers  4  and  that  they  were  ordered  not  to 
buy  Frencji  brantfies,  unless  they  should  he 
threepence  a  quart  cheaper  than  British 
West  Indian  rums<  How  far  this  has  been 
carried  into  effect  I  know  not.  (I  perceive 
the  victualling  offices  still  advertise  for 
both  articles) ;  but  this  1  know,  that  the 
promise  itself  exhibited  a  most  contemptible 
contrast  to  the  vigorous  hostility  of  our  arch 
foe.  It  Ls  not  in  this  way  that  Buonaparte 
attacks  us.  It  is  not  by  the  despicable  ped- 
dlery of  ikreepenny  pnferances,  that  he 
thwarts  our  commerce,  and  assails  our  re* 
sources.  He  excludes  our  productions  out 
of  every  port  from  the  Adriatic  to  the  Baltic. 
And  our  revenge  is  a  threepenny  preference 
of  our  own  spirits  over  his !  Wines  and 
brandies  are  now  almost  the  only  remaining 
staples  of  France ;  and  for  both,  particularly 
the  latter,  this  country  is  a  principal  market. 
By  excluding  it,  we  should  add  in  an  imi* 
nent  degree  to  the  distresses  of  the  enemy. 
And  it  IS  indisputable,  that  we  ourselves 
should  not  suffer  tlie  slightest  inconvenience 
from  the  measure ;  for  if  our  own  distillers 
were  ^nconraged  by  the  promise  of  a  per- 
nianent  market  to  direct  tlieir  science  and 

Sractical. skill  to  that  object,  they  could  pro- 
uce  from  sugar  a  spirit  not  to  be  dislm- 
guished  from  the  choicest  cogniac.  All 
chymfsts  know,  that  the  basis  of  all  distilled 
and  fermented  liquors  is  sugar :  and  sub- 
stances are  fit  or  unfit  for  the  producfioii  of 
such  liquors,  as  they  abound  or  are  deficient 
in  saccharine  matter.  M.  Beaume  a  cele- 
brated French  chymist  in  his  work  entitled 
Memoir es  stir  la  weilleure  Maniete  de  con- 
struire  lesJlemhigues.  Paris,  Svo,  1/78, 
snys  *'  there  is  but  one  kind  of  wine  in  na- 
ture ;  and  the  only  substance  which  pro- 
duces wine  is  sugar.  By  a  proper  use  of 
sugar,  a  perfect  imitation  may  be  made  of 
the  best  wines  in  France,  and  other  coun- 
tries :  and  spirits,  equal  to  the  best  distilled 
from  wine,  may  be  obtained  from  sugar; 
and  it  will  be  impossible  by  chymical  analy- 
sis to  distinguish  one  kind  from  the  other.*' 
On  the  same  subject  see  also  Biograp/ffa 
Brititikica,  vol.  4.  Art,  Goddard  and  Dr. 
Sfiaiv's  Chymical  Lectures,  Yours,  &c. 
X.  X.— -Dec.  31,  1806.' 
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your  last  Saturday's  Register,  you  state  upon 
calculation  that  an  army  of  200,000  men, 
with  the  proportionate  number  of  officen 
yon  have  assigned  it,  and  with  ihe  increased 
rale  of  pay  you  have  there  given  to  each  class 
of  otficers,  would  cost  a  sum  hr  short  of  4 
millions  per  annum.  I  must  greatly  misun- 
derstaml  you,  Sir,  if  this  is  not  an  error, 
vhich  I  think  die  following  statement, 
calculated  upon  yc/ixt  own  data,  must  demon- 
•trate.  £ 

200,000  men  at  20 1.  per  annum 

each  man,  amonnrs  alone  I0  -  4,000,000 
200  battalions  with  10  ensigns  in 
each,  at  Ji.  per  diem,  amounts 
to  -  -  -      •     255,300 

200  battalions  with  10  lieutenants 
in  each,  at  12s.  per  diem  each^ 
amounts  to  -  -     -    438,000 

200  battalions  with  10  captains 
ID  each,  at  20s.  per  diem  each, 
amounts  to  ...    730,000 

200  majors  at  5001.  per  annum 

each  ...     100,000 

206  colonels  at  lOOOl.  per  an- 

nura  each  -  -       -     200^000 

Additional  pay  to  non-commis- 
sioned officers  for  200  batta- 
lions, at  4001.  pei'  annum  each       80,000 


5^*5,603,500 

But,  Sir,  whatever  error  there  may  be  on 
your  siJe,  or  on  mine  in  this  cnlculation, 
every  man,  and  particularly  ev^ery  ofBcer  in 
the  army,  bearii^g'' about  him  the  common 
habits,  and  the  common  feelings  of  a  gentle- 
man, must  thank  you  for  entering  in  the  in- 
g|eniou5  manner  you  have  doue,  into  an  elu- 
cidation of  the  causes  of  that  enormous  por- 
tion of  our  expenditure,  so  grossly  and  so 
shamefully  abused,  which  give  to  idle 
drones,  and  nerveless  loungers,  tlie  means  of 
•opporting  immense  establishments,  whilst 
the  men  of  adventure  and  of  courage,  wlio 
oSer  their  lives  to  the  ravages  of  dimates, 
and  to  the  swords  of  tlieir  enemies,  are 
drooping  in  penury  and  wretchedness, 
•carcely  able  to  preserve  thernsclves  from 
the  horrors  of  a  goal.  Indeed,  Sir,  I  have 
heard  from  ^pod  authority,  that  there  are 
now  m  the  Kmg's  Bench  prison  alone  officers 
!       of  all  ranks,  sufficient  to  furnish  above  three 

j       raiments  of  the  line, 1  am.  Sir,  your 

obedient  servant. A.    C. Deuvili/r 

15,  1806. 


SIBTSCVBES   ASt>   PENSIONS. 

Sir, 1  have  just  read  with  much  sa- 

fisfactjon  your  observations  in   tlie  RegiNter 
of  Saturday  last^  relative  to  the  abolition  of 
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sinecure  places.    Such  a  measure,  at  such  a 
time  as  this  would  giva  real  stirnjgth  to  the 
coiuitr}',  not  merely  by  the  saving  it  would 
occasion  in  the  public  exj  endituro,  hut  by 
the  strong  attadiment  and  gratitude  it  wouW ' 
excite  in  the  people  towards  a  government; 
who  wouW consent  to  it.    But,  Sir,  It  is  too 
much  to  expect  that  govtmroent  or  any  par- 
ty in  the  state  will  bring  forward  snch  a  mea- 
sure,  unless  the  people  themselves  will  be  at 
the  trouble  to  give  some  proof  that  they  de- 
sire it.     I  hope,  therefore,  you  witl  recom- 
mend petitions  to  the  House  of  Comnrions^ 
and  public  meetings  to  be  l>eld  fojr  the  pur- 
•t>bse,  or,  if  public  meetings  (unless  for  jp^rty 
views)  require  more  exertion  iti  the  peopte 
than  can  be  expected  from  the  apathy  of  (te 
tifiies,    let    a    few  respectable   itidividuals 
ifhime  a  petition,  and  advertise  it  for  signa- 
ture.— ^Afier  considering  your  excellent  ob- 
servatioiTs  and  illustrations,  both  of  the  uti- 
lity Tind  practicability  of  such  a  measure  of 
reform,  I  have  only  to  suggest  one  remark 
upon  this  topic.     I  would  not  wish  the  abo- 
lition of  sinecures  to  be  Indiscrimitiate  and 
universal,  but  would  continue  either    the 
whole  or  part  of  the  sinecure  to  tlie  holder 
in  every  instance^  where  he  ■  could  prove  to 
the  satisfaction  of  a  committee  of  the  House, 
that  he  has  no  other  provision,  or  biU  an  in- 
adequate provision  for  a  comfortable  p.upport 
suitable  to  h»s  rank  in  society.     In  diat  cdsti 
I  would  rontinue  the  sii  ecure  during  the  lijb 
of  the  holder.     Let  petitions  to  parlfatnent 
be  fiTjincd  upon  this  {principle,  and  for  this  " ' 
object,  and  presented  without  delay.    They 
will  be  no  doubt  a  great  treat  to  ,our  new 
members,  and  an  amusing  novelty  to  the  old. 
— -^  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servaiot,  D.  Wl 
Dec.  15,  1806. 


MR.  canning's  AMExbiMENT, 

As pul'lishcd  in  thcCmiricr  Ne\v^'Paper  9/  tie 
22d  December,  IJjbp.  *     . 

'  t.  To  assure  his  Majesty  that  it  ^s  with  in- 
creased affection, attachment  an41oy.Jilty,that 
his  Majesty*sfttthful  Commons  meet  his  Ma- 
jesty in  this  ninth  .Parjian^ent  pt'^is  M^esty's 
assembling.  And  that,  imidst  all. those 
evils  and  pressures  of  war,  and  dhos?  tre- 
mendous and  unparalleled  successes  of  a  for-, 
midableand  unrelenting  enemy,  wfjicb  ren- 
der the  present  crisis  peculiarly  awful  .^d 
alarming,  the  first  and  most  fervent  pr/iyer  of 
his  Majesty's  feithful  Common^  is,  that  ft 
may  please  Divine  ProvidencS  to  grant  lotlnV 
favoured  country  the  protognf ioii  of  a  life 
und  of  a  reigu,  the  value  aiidsthe  blessings  ^ 
which  each  succeeding  year  teaghe^'c?  moi^ 
highly  to  apprec^iate.— Jl:  45^nd  to  |xmess 
to  his  Majesty  our  unshaken  fieteriftiijajiSn. 6 
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slftjid  l.y  his  Majesty  throuiKHit  all  the  dif- 
•frcijJtie>  and  dangers  of  t!ie  times?  in  defciKe 
cf  ilie  laws  nod  liberties  of  this  realm;  in 
ikCencc  ot  iiis  Maje^tj's  «acreU  person  and 
Covernmeni  5  and  jf  a  throne  eiuloarijd  to 
all  classes  of  his  IM.'iestv's  subjects  by  the 
yiiUie*  oftbc  Sovereign  who  adorns  it — III. 
To  ojic^r  to  his  itlajesty-  our  humble  and 
aiiec*i'M.nte  con dolenco  on  tliat  share  of  the 
jMjhlic  cai.*.miti(^s  of  Europe  which  h?^  come 
Loine  to  the  pcrsoniil  and  doraestrc  rcellngj.saf 
his  ^L-yesty  and  his  Koyal  Family,  by  tl>e 
death  of  that  gallant  and  illustnons  IVince 
the  late  Duke  of  lirr.n  wick,  a  Prince  cou-, 
aiected  bj  such  near  alliances  wilh  his  Ma- 
jesty's Koyal  House,  and  with  the  Throne  of 
lhe:^e  Kingdoms. — IV.  That  whilst  wc 
Biost  sensibly  participate  in  the  deep  and 
poignant  grief  with  wnich  his  Majesty  con- 
teoaplatQs  the  issue  of  the  late  can>i\ngn  on 
the  Continent,  we  srudiously  abstain  from 
suffS'^^^hig  to  his  Majesty,  as  a  topic  of  con- 
solation, what  we  well  know  his  Majesty's 
iutelligencc  and  magnanimity  would  dis<lain 
to  leccive  as  such — the  interruption  of  his 
Mngesty's  intercourse  with  the  Court  of  JBer- 
itn  during  the  last  eight  months,  which 
precluded  his  Majesty  from  any  knowledge  of 
those  counsels  by  which  the  war  between 
Fruasia  and  I  ranee  was  so  unfortuiwtely  pre- 
cipitated — V.  Satisfied,  as  we  are,  of  the 
jUJitice  of  I  he  original  grounds  of  his  Majes- 
ty's coraplai.ti  against  Prussia,  we  are  yet 
unable  to  refrain  from  deeply  deploring  their 
consequence."*— .VI.  We  are  not  furnished 
witji  any  .means  of  judging  how  far  those 
complaints  were  capable  of  being  adjusted, 
without  recourse  being  had  to  actual  hostili- 
ties 5  or  how  far  any  discussions  whicli  may 
have- taken  place  subsequently  to  his  Majes 
ty's  gracious  message  of  the  2 1st,  April, 
*were  directed  to  that  object. — VI I.  But  we 
cannot  but  lament  that  the  obvious  arti6ce 
^  the  conwnon  enemy,  in  making  a  frau- 
<!ufent  and  nominal  transfer  of  his  Majesty's 
ilectoral  dominions  to  the  King  of  Prussia, 
4jUi>uki  have  been  so  far  crowned  with  success 
AS  to  have  itivolved  his  Majesty  in  war 
with  the  only  State  of  Europe  >yhose  re- 
joarces  were  yet  unimpaired,  and  whose 
arms.miglit,  at  some  happier  hour,  have 
been  employed  with  effect  in  a  new  confe- 
deracy agaiubt  France ;  and  that  the  too  suc- 
<;esisful  policy  of  the  enemy  in  amusing  this 
country  witl^fl"  insincere  and  protracted  ne- 
^ociatfon,  shpuld  have  obtained  for  France 
ibe  opportunity  of  goading  Prussia  (  by  un- 
jBeasured  and  accumilated  injuries)  to  that 
premnhire.  unr'>ncer»ed,  and  unassisted  ef- 


fort, v^iich  has  terminated  in  the  overthrpw 
of  that  powerful  monarchy,  and  in  thecom-4 
plete  sn^j'.igation  ot   its  dominions — Vllf. 
Vv'c  cnm.ot  but  express  our  regret   that  fhe 
policy. \vlv(h  aj-pears  to  hpve  been  ultimate- 
ly adoptt-i  toward-,  rnissia,  hhonld  not  have 
been  recognized  and  acted  uprm  until  the  oc- 
cr.sion  was  gone  by  5  and  that  his  Mnjcsty's 
ricrjipotcntinr)*  should  Inve  arrived  only  tri« 
time  to  bean  helpkss  witness  of  thnt  prodi-^ 
gious  rum   and  destnictjnn  which  it  mope 
timely  intcrpoaiiion  of  his  Majesty's  advice 
and  assi'^'ta:l^p  might  possibly  have  averted  or 
alleviated. — IX.     Toarknowlcd^e   his  yi?.t 
jesty's  goodness   in    having  directed    to  be 
laid    before    us    the    cjetails    of    the    nC- 
gociation  so  long  carried   on  at  Paris. — X'. 
\\'c  entertain  the  fullest  conviction  that  the 
just  and  moderate  sentiments  by  which  his 
Majesty  hn:^  proved   him?elf  to  have  bceft 
animated  in  the  several  preceding  ncgociati- 
ons  for  })eace  witli  France*,  have  alike  actua- 
ted his  jklajesty  on  the  late  occasion :  ^nd 
while  we  look  w  ith  anyJous  Interest  for  tl\c 
development  of  those   circumstances  which  * 
can  have  deferred  for  so' long  a  period  that 
termination  of  the  ncgocintion  which   it  i^ 
evident,  as  well  from  notorious  facts  as  from 
Ihe  language  of  his  Majesty's  declaration »  . 
the  artitieft**  and  pretensions  of  the  enem)'' 
rendered  from  the  beginning  almost  certain 
and  unavoidable;  we  doubt  not  but  wfc  shall 
see  in  the  whole  course  and  tei^or  of  the 
proceedings  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty,  fresh 
instances  of  that  desire  for  peace,  and  of  that 
sincerity  and  good  faith  in  ikhe  pursuit  of  it, 
which  have  «o  often  been  frustrated  by   th* 
ambition  of  the  French  Govern:  cut;  aswellas 
fresh  proofs  qf  the  e\j:ediciKy  of  adhering  to 
the  policy  of'  treating  for  general  peace,  ancj 
only  in  conjvmction    with  our    allies. — XI. 
That  we  receive  with  fho  utmost  satisfac* 
tion  the  assurance  of 'his  Majesty's  uninter- 
rupted concert  and  good  imderstanding  with 
the  Kmperor  of  Ru5;sia,    and  the  King  of 
Sweden,  trusting  lli at  neither  in  war  nor  in 
negociation,  his  Majesty's  councils  will  bd 
separated  from  those  of  our  Allies  distin- 
guished by  perseverance  and  good  faith.—* 
XII.  The  continued  prosecution  of  the  wat 
being  necessarily  imposed  upon  his  Majesty, 
we  trust  that  it  is  intended  to  prosecute  it 
wntj^  vigour  :  earnestly  imploring  his  Majes- 
ty that  no  apprehension  of  embarrassing  the 
conduct    of  a   negociation  by  acquisition* 
made  during  it3  progress  may  ever  again  bft 
suflered  to  relax  fer  a  moment  the  military 
and  naval  oper:^tions  of  this  country. 
To  le  coTitinued, 
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*^,:i:,  in  case  the  crowa  und  imperial  d»|rnity  of  this  rf«Uni  shall  hcroatter  come  to  any  penon,  net 
i'liru  a  10  vc  cf  this  km^om  of  EnjfUnd,  this  nition  be  not  obliged  to  jcngage  in  at\j  war  for  the 
ny  domin.ons  i>r  territories,  which  do  not  belong  to  the  crown  of  England,  without  the 
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William  IK  j  12th  and  13th,  Chap.  2. 
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'   \'V\UY^OF    POLITICS, 

.     Co  IN  Parliament.     (Conti- 
rr       '  K  21  — In  order  to  facilitate  the 

V-  ■  .  're;vnce  to  tiie  quotations  and  rc- 
r  •  which  I  may  ihiiik  it  nccL*ssnr}' to 
p  '•  ibfi  upon  subjeotsthitcon^  before  par- 
■Iia.:ieni,  I  propo*d  to  inst-rt,  in  future,  ?t 
ftiv'  head  of  each  article  of  th/s  sort,  a  list  of 
the  sabject-  louch.^d  up.>n,  in  ihesnuic  m:UJ 


, ,- £34 

,  do,  that,  upon.^a  average  of  years,  we  ex- 
1  change  annually  rapre.th;in  a  million's  worth 
1  of  otf  r  uhcr  liTodactioiw  for  corn  j  after  all 
:  thi»„«ie|Woi4W  hardly  h»ve  expected  to  haar 
!  a  ro^wber  <o&th«5i  ^iou^e  pf  Commons,  who 
I  acfs  for  th&whol«i  nation  a^  well  as  for  hin 
;  immediate  -cons|ituuuts,,^  expreu^ing  his 
I  alarum  Ic^t  ike  prico  of  corn  9h(HiJd  be  re- 
duced.    What,  hiwc€!(ker,.a]>pears  still  more 


-uer  as  thf  tlillowingiisr,  v.  aioh  will  be  foatid; !  extraoidiDary,  is,  tlha^atty  mou,  much  less  a 


to  be  a  table  of  contei.ts  U)  tlie  ariicie  we  a/e 

now  enter! ny;  ui'on. 1,  lyi'si  India  Sus;rtr. 

n.  The  ['u'P<ysj>U-ils      IH.   Hanoufr,  ^\V. 

Flfjurishhi^  SloL'  of  I  lie  Fvianccs^m 1.  Ou 

ih^  30th.  ultimo  Lor.l  Temple,  moved  for  a- 
commii'oe"  of  the  House  of  Commons,  tn 
innnire.  w'lehcr,  on  account  oftht!'  very  low^ 
price  of  West  Lidia  Su^ar,  it  would  not  be 
j>ro;;er  to  pnss  0.  law  to  periuit  the  use  of 
^ac!i  sngir  in  tlitj  di^il^re's;  \vhere;ip<m 
i>!f.  B.'-er,  onj  of  ilH*  meraiiers  f(5r  Heit- 
for i  fi  ■  re ,  e  s-  ■  ro-  ed  h  ^>|^  that  nflft hjng'  of 


l^giskitt7r,>hoi>li  spp|K>«e,,or  should  argue  as 
if  he  suppo<:ed,  .that  corn  being  at  a"  high 
price  was  a  ciicumKtance  advantageous  (o 
the  growtirs  of  corn  Generally  speaking, 
there  is  no  tra<W  whicli  .derives  advantaj^i 
from  the  ciccumstaijce  of  high  pricft  in  the 
articies  of  wluch  it  treaig.  TartiaJ  instajjc^s 
of .  advaniag©  iq  tjiis  way  frequently  pcaxt ; 
but,  take  time  to.  reflect  upon  the  nam ra I 
cou^uence^  of  iubsfiiufion  and  cgmpen- 
.iioit ;  and  you  will  fiijd,  that  it  is  ipijWsible 
4 hat  fcoe  circuui^nce  of.  higH  pnce  sb«aM 
be  gencrtiii/  «ft«d   pvjnrianentl j  adjrant'-g^as 


thU   *o/t  \vi)»ilcl    U»  dai:e  '^)'-C'jifj!rpteh'%-Jeit 

.the  corii-gro-.vi^is'  Hhoui  1  be  iujiUftd  br  iht*  J -io^h^-personscmiikiy^  ni-tlieprotUicrngor 
probable  rc<luc(ion  whicii  ^uoh  a  mi»asure  '•the  mnnuiikcturing  or  ffie  vending  of  any  ar- 
wDuId  produce  in  thc^  jvrice  f)f  corn.  In  my 
last  Dum^>ei-.  z^  po^^e  Zl,  tire  reader  has  seeii 
a  very  nblc  letter  upon  this  questi<»u.  Ihe 
prices  of  *sigar  are  there  stated  5  and  a  very 
fair  representation  is  made  of  the  distressed 
situation  of  tiic  sus^ar-niiiitjrs.  Tho  state- 
ment, in  the  same  letter,  re-pcctVn^  the  pur- 
chase of  French  brandy  for  tl.o  navy  dce^  not 
appear  to  n;e  to  carry  in  rt  co!ivii.tion  io  clear 
as  the  \\  ii^er  evidently  anticipates  j  tor  I 
cannot  en'ulype.'*ceive  Aott;*we  5h'>uld  diiire«s' 
th*  enemy  by  excluding  from  out  use  any  of 
the  uecessarJes  of  life  (and  such,  in  this  case, 
we  must  consiiier  brandy)  which  are  now 
sapplfefi  to  our  navy  frum  iiis  soil  and  la- 
bour. I  do  not  say,  that  the  argument,  hero 
referred  to,  is  not  a  good  one;  I  only  say, 
tiiat  irhas  failed  to  produce  conviction  in 
my«aiind.  "But,  in  combatfngr  the  appre- 
heitsions  of  Mr.  Baker,  the  writer  is,  as  tar* 
as  be  g*)es,  compkiely  siwcessful.  After  all 
that  we  have  heard  about  the  high  price^of 
corn  ;  after  all  that  we  have  seen  as  to  ihe 
effects  of  a  scanty  5upi>ly  ^  knowing  as^we 


luring  or  rn«  vending  ot  any  ar- 
Ik^les  of  common  necessity,  use,  or  conve'* 
nience..  H  ibis  be  tine  with  respect  to  all 
articles  of  convnon  trartic,  how  peculiarly 
evident  is  the  trath,  when  applied  to  the  ar» 
tide  of  com  ?  The  price  of  corp  is  the  le- 
gulator  of  the  prices  ©f  all  other  articles  ap-. 
plicable  to  the  common  concerns  of  lift} : 
for,  tho^igh  it  may  be  said,  tJiat  men  eat  only 
7nhfa/y  i:id  that,  therefore,  the  high  price  ui 
bu:  ley  nnd  cats  cannot  make  it  necessary  to 
rais- the  price  of  the  labour  5  y«t,  if  barley 
be  dear,  bacon  m;ist  be  dear,  or,  if  bacon 
be  not  ra.Nfid,  mutton  and  beef  wUl  be  dear- 
er on  I'mt  account.  ^  If  oats  be  dear,  the  la- 
bour of  the  horse  is  raisod  ia  price}  and,  >£ 
you  cniild  ke<-p  the  horse  upon  Lay  and 
straw,  there  would  be  so  much  less  h^^  and 
straw  for  cattle  and  sheep.  Corn  is,  therefore, 
t)ie  regulat'T  of  prices  j  and,  if  the  grower 
of  corn  sd( it  at  five  shillings  a  sacU,  he  'S 
jast  as  weUotf  as  if  ho  So{4  it  for  ten  *  hil- 
lings ;^.  sjicj;  bec«i>e;i  vlewinp^,  observe/ 
prices  tn  tb/ir. <?•<•// f/aZ-au'-i  f^t^wimnt  c^\  c% 
Iks  laud,  hi>  sced>  apd  his  labour,  cost  hiu 
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but  half  as  mucb  money  in  the  former'  as 
they  cost  in  the  latter  case ;  and,  as  to  what 

'  he  may  dear  and  lay  by^  a  guinea  laid  by 
in  A  conniry  where  corn  uelT^  at  five  shil- 
lings a  sack  iftr  equal  to  two  gnim^*as  laid  by 
iii  a  country  where  com  v€i\%  at  ten  shillings 
a  sack  Hcav,  groundless,  then,  arc  tlie 
fears  of  Mr.  Baker !  He  i»  too  honest  ahd 
independet)t  a  man  to  have  feigned  an  alarm 

.  for  the  purjjrofee  of  humouring  iht  prejudices 
of  his  constituents ;  or,  I  reaSly  smmld  have 
though!  it  impoisible  for  bfia  to  be  in  ear- 
nest. He  may  say,  pcrlmpg,  that  hibour 
does  not  riiie  as  the  com  rises  If  it  does 
not^  the  greater  ought  to  bcrour  mxrwt\ 
for,  we  Well  koow,  UMt,  tbcn^tke  haMdiifs 
id  tlie  labourer  must  be  increased.  The 
fact,  lumever,  is  S9|  but,  then,  anorfiher 
fact»  is,  that,  though  the  corn-grower  (toes 
not  pay  txk  immediitte  iacreitse  of  wages  iu 
pro}H>rtion  to  the  iucKea^  ^the  price  of  his 
com,  yet,  what  he  does  iioC  pay  io  an  tmroe- 
diate  increase  of  wages,  be  is  sure  to  pay  in 
an  increase  of  amount  in  his  poor-rates.  *One 
way  or  the  otiier  the  increase  he  must 
pay  J  for,  the  labourer  never  receives  more 
than  IS  sufficient  for  his  subsistence,  and  that 
stiAciency  the  eoro-grower  must  ^pply,  or  . 
else  the  labourer  ceases  to  exkt,  and,  of "" 
course,  the  labour  ceaseli  With  him.  But, 
here  I  sMl  be  told}  jM^hapt,^  that  a  simitar 
coiuse  o^  rdttdnlA g  Nml  afiply  to  the  coih 
cems  of  the^i^ar-^^trefy*)  and  so  ir  woiOif, 
ilthey  weiieleft  to  flispose  of  their  prbderty 
as  they  might.dioosei^H*  llicre  were  no  tax 
or  resttaiot,  wtrether  aa  ColtsdcUtiuation  or 
Its  use.  With  thelh  -sM^iikiitiim  is  impos- 
sible. Ihey  must  raise  sug^,  or  nothing; 
and  they  are  compelled  to  bdng  it  to  one 
market,  where,  too,  whatever  may  be  the 

•price  of  ir,  tliey  are  compelled  to |^y  the 
same  duty.  Hence  the  necessity  of  laud and 
reguialiorts  without  end }  hence  fha  ruin  of 
hundreds  of  opulent  planters ;  benct  the  un- 
certainty of  their  alfairsj  and  h^ce  that 
state  of  distiess,  to  which  many  otiheni  are 
now  redui^d.  Nothing  can  *^e  more  mis- 
chievous to  tlie  common  I  fty,  generally  speak- 
ing, tlum  the  turning  of  com  iilo  spirituous 
iiijiiors  J  and  this  evil  ^  ould,  a:  any  rate,  be 

•  lessened  by  the  use  of  sugar  ii.stead  of  cor« 
in  the  making  of  those  liquors.  IIiuk  would 
our  colonies  be  made  to  add  ro  the  uumuity 
off<xidinihe  motlier  c6unrr);  and  to  see 
such  a  measure  opposed  upon  he  ground  of 

•  jtH  injurifig  the  goners  of  orn  would  fee 
foandalous  indeed ;  would  be  asliocfcinf  dis- 
grace to  the  hoads  as  wftt  a«  totle  hrarts  of  the 
conntv)»gtrtleiien,-4l.  The  MlAwi/^/c/w. 

If^pse  are  twj  words,  whitli  have  beeore- 
Peai^^  i'tl)waidf  of  -three  kr  niafd  and  eighty 


'-ProceeSngs  in  ParlidmenL  [36 

times,  duiing  the  debates,  in  both  Houses, 
upon  the  papers^  relative  to  the  late  negocia-^ 
tion.  In  America,  where  ^they  pay  their 
members  so  much  a  day,  when  present  and 
upon  duty,  they  would  have  most  bitterly 
complained  of  the  expense  of  such  debates ; 
but  we,  happy,  thrice  happy  we !  have  no 
ground  for  any  such  complaint :  for,  except 
in  the  mere  trifling  article  of  candles,  per- 
haps, our  members  cost  us  just  as  nnich  at 
one  time  as  at  another.  "Hie  ••  Uti  Possi- 
"  deti.s*'  mean,  the  learned  tell  us,  actual 
possession;  or  the  slate  of  actual  possession; 
andy  when  they  talk  about  treating  upon  the 
basis  of  the  "  Uti  Possidetis,'*  they  mean, 
that  the  parties  agree,  by  way  of  preliraina* 
TV,  or  first  bargain,  that  each  shall  retain  all 
that  he  possesses  at  the  moment  when  the  ne« 
gociators  meet.  But,  if  this  be  the  meaniog 
o{  tlie  "  Uti  Possidetis,*-  why  not  give  us 
that  meaniitf  in  our  own  language  at  once  ? 
Do  those  who  make  use  of  such  phrases, 
vhich  the  stupidest  wretch  upon  earth  might 
iearn  to  use  as  well  as  they,  in  a  few  hours ; 
nay,  which  a  parrot  would  learn,  or  which  a 
high-dutch  bird-catcher  would  teach  to  a 
bnll-fluch  or  a  torn- tit,  in  the  space  of  a 
month ;  and  do  tliey  think,  in  good  earnest, 
that  this  last  relick  of  the  mummery  of  mofi« 
kery,  this  playing  off  upon  us  of  a  fejjyral^ 
pot  words,  will  make' us  be!icTetlii|feeyai^  '' 
learmt^f  learning,  truly  sb  cdJ/e^'botststif 
in  tne  possession  of  knMriedge  ait^'^rf  th^' 
<:apacity  of  communkating  that  kndivf^ge  ' 
to  others;  and,  as  fsir  as  my  observation  will 
enable  me  to  speak,  what  are  called  the;' 
learned  hinguages,  operate  as  a  bar  to  the  ac- 
quirement of  real  learning.  I  alr^dy  hear 
some  pedagogue,  or  pedant^  exclaim :  "  this 
**  is  precisely  the  reasoning  of  thie  Fox  with-  - 
*'  Out  a  tail.'*  But,  to  bnng  this  matter  to 
the  test,  I  hereby  invite  the  leitmed  geotle* 
men  of  the  two  universitier  to  a  discussion 
upon  tl)e  subject.  /  assmrt' that  what  they 
call  the  LEARNsn  languages  are  impfroper' 
hj  so  called ;  and  that,  as  a  part  of  ger/eral 
education,  ihey  are  wovse  than  useless. 
Two  monrh.<{  will  afibrd  lime  enough  for  any 
of  the  gentlemen  just  spoken  of  to  disprove 
these  positions,  i  will,  therefore,  give  them 
until  Lady  Day  next.  I  will  publish  their 
defence  of  their  calling;  and,  if  I  do  not 
/airly  beat  them  ni  llie  cotiiroversy,  sfnd, 
that,  too,  in  the  space  of  twenty  columns  ef 
roy  Regikcr,^!  will  then  beg  their  pavdon^ 
and  will  allow,  that  to  be  able  to  speak,  or 
write^  in  a  language  which  t^e  people  do 
not  cmderstaiid  is  a, proof  of  letimiug.  But, 
until  then,  1  shall  dissent  irom  the  opinion, 
that  nene  but  clsar  slseams  are  shallow,  and 
that  the  muddier  thewaltribe  deoj^er  the 
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ihey  flU  said,   that  no  negociation  should 


well.— —To  retura  now  to  the  political 
topic  before  us ;  it  seems,  from  the  whole  of 
tlM5  published  debates  \ii>on  it,  that,  had 
there  be«o  no  such  pretty  words  to  be 
broufht  into  play,  there  could  have  been 
nothing  to  talk  ftbont  which  the  public 
would  have  been  able  to  bestow  one  rao* 
menfs  attention  upon;  for,  of  what  impor- 
tance was  it,  in  such  a  negociation,  whether 
such  was  the  basis  or  n«t  ?  Every  one  must 
know,  that,  long  before  a  treaty  could  have 
been  concluded,  there  roust  have  been  xes- 
aions  or  aorrenders,  on  our  part^  or,  that  we 
could  have  obtained  nothing  from  France  in 
behalf  of  any  other  states  and,  if  such  was 
this  case,  of  what  consequence  was  it,  of 
what  use  was  it,  to  have  settled  thisinere 
form  of  a  basis  ?  The  ministers',  for  whai^ 
reason  I  know  not,  and!  cannot  itaiagine^ 
insist  that  they  did  begin  to  n^ociate  «pon^ 
this  basis ;  and,  their  opponents  contend,  as^  " 
a  matter  of  coorse,  that  they  did  not.  Very 
little  mtercst  has,  however,  been  excited  by 
tlie  (tispute«  ever)'  man  of  sense  dearly  per- 
ceiving that  the  point  at  issue  was  not  of  the 
smaHest  importance,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
reflecting;  with  sorrow  and  with  shame,  that 
wbdbw^fvere  spending ,  «uk  time  in  tuch 
qmrticiiT»Wi  Mi)tQtt*s  faMen  awgelsi  sltft^, 
upoii.  tb^^ibfunii^  tmnie,  v^iVglVn^' about 
prodestiiiiition  atra  iree-vilt,^  ^ur  enemy  was 
carrying  his  triuoiphant  arms  over  nfewly- 
coaqpered  states  and  kingdoms.  The  '^  Vt\ 
^*  Possidetis'*  coald  not  charm  down ,  it  was 
not  a  spell  strong  enough  to  stifle  this  re« 
£ectioo ;  and,  on  hearing  the  gallipot  phrase 
edxwd  from  side  to  side,  it  was  impossible 
th^  it  should  not  occur  to  the  mind  of  every 
man,  that,  between  the  two,  we  had  h^n 
brought  to  our  present  mtuation  >  the  only 
questioo,  with  lu,  being,  not  which  had  done 
OS  most  good,  but  which  had  done  us  kast 
injury  \  whkh  had  had  Ihe  smallest  share  in 
prodacing  the  rain  and .  the  disgrace  of  our 
ct>antry5  a  question. which  most  men  will, 
1  think,  decide  in  lavpur  of  the  present  mi- 
nisters, who  most  work  day  90A  night  for 
-whole  years,  before  they  will  be  able  to  ac* 
compliih  a  hundredth  part  of  the  niiKhief 

aooonipMsbed  by  Pitt  and  his  ninions. 

In  tke  debale  attributed  to  ihe  House  of 
Oomraons  there  was  considerable  interest 
excited  by  Mr,  Whitbread*s  differing  from 
tiie  ministers,  and  levto  proposing  an  amende 
ment  to  the  address.  *'  IhBOppositian;* 
as  the  Motntng  Chronicle  calls  them,  d^ft- 
ia  snore  caviUmg ;  but,  in  Ihe-o^tctions  of 
3Jlr,  Whitbre^d  tbd^o^rasKomeithing  of  rea' 
•00  and  solidity.  "  The  Opposition**  said 
tlie  ministers  had  been  ^*  duped;**  one  of 
^9cmmaM,  they  had  been  "  laml»ozifd ,'' 


no 
have  been  entered  into;  that  no  belief 
sliould  have  been  given  to  "  such  nun  as 
'*  Buonaparte  and  Talleyrand  j"  that  it  wat 
fortunate  the  n^^iation  had  failed;  and 
that  we  ought  to  resolve  to  be  exterminated 
to  the  la$tnuiQ  ra^her^han  tttatwith  Buona** 
part^  until  iiWe^i^g^iijihed  his  determina-* 
tion  n9t ^io  ^Jfi^.^u^^o^^^e  any  comMeciion 
uiifi  Uii,J:onfi)fe^t^  .But,-'Mn  WWtbread 
was'ot'.^jWc^.tl^t  thsm  W««  not  sufii- 
cieut^c^jl^  j^f^^^Piyi/^  off  tha 

hegd(na\ioq  ;,,that,  j(rom .  the  mofnent  Mr. 
Kb|LWcarafij|)plit^j;^yit^  mi  anti-pacific 
spirii  be^  tft^pe^r  .o^^wnr  part }  and  that, 
as  aiatter^>)o.w.,&(90^(^  poisibilitj  of 
pe4cewiU?rFpai^fi&,,wiWMM  to  be  cut  off. 

!  H^  thereiRite  pr^lP^^^iwiert  .words  to  the 
foHowih'g  eifect  in  thehflter  pan  of  the  ad- 
dr^  t9  the  king  \  *'  ToMSore  hb  Maj^aty^ 
of  the  firm  def^miantion  af  that  Hoosm 
"  to  co-operate  WAih  H^.Mi^t^  in.calling^ 
"  forth  th^  resoun?Qs  of  the  United  Kifi^ 
"  dom,  fb,r  ihe, vigpjC^ prosecution  ci,  ihe 
'^  wai^in  Wh)cb  tpi#  ^coontry  is  unhappily 
"  stitt  ei^g^;  an^K)  fif^Lpreii.fo  His  Ma^ 
"  jisty  an  earnest  reqpwt^  |hfit  Hit  M^eshr 
"  wlir>-  in  bi^  p^tQsM  j«lipiti«4t  fm  hk 

/''P#ep^e»''5ll^*»  mty  be'^lXtolltebtwitk 
<«  the  inHKHir^of*  4^s  orown  nod  the  intaresta 
^'  of  fiis  Kingdoms,  ^ogii  twtry  facilbf  t9 
*'  the  resiQratwt  tf  its  bk$m^$  (^f  peace.** 

^This  ame{idaMBQtaQ(kt>  in  my  opinion* 

to  have  been  adc|>ted)  and,  my  Ixird 
Howick  must  excuse  me,  if  i  think  hia 
closit^  argument,  to  wit,  that  one  niAn*a 
blaming  miuisteirs  for  too  much  teadiness  to 
make  peace  and  another's  blaming  them  ibr 
too  much  readings  to  break  off  the  nego^ 
elation,  was  a  proof  that  miuialen  had  acted 
wisely,  had  no  force  at  all  in  it,  and  was 
nothing  naore  than  one  of  those  old  Fitt- 
quirks,  by  which,  with  the  aid  pf  a  plgce  and 
pension  maj^nty,  his  Lotdship*s  solid  argur 
meats  had  be^  so  many  timee  answered.. 
AVhat  were  tbe,<!pinioni  of  Mr.  Perceval  to 
Mr.  .Whiibreadf  Suppose  I  knock  my 
neighbour  di>\vB  without  sufiBcieot  ]>rbvOca'» 
tion,  and  a  man  ^U  niore  violent  than  my^ 
Sjstf  blaipe  ^ne  for  4)ot  splitting  his  skuD», 
while  another  man  blame,  i^e  for  having 
'strudk^hiai  at>U  :^am  I  to  plead  the  contra-, 
^ictofj^^om^^ns  .oCthese^n^en  ^s  a  ^oof  that 
1  have ':a2t^,.^f«ly  and  justly  ?— — As  to 
the  matter  itieli^f  wl*it,t  I  ishould  like  to 
koow,  ,can  yojsibjyjbe.  gained  by  reviving 

'  ^  big 4alfc;,cf  Pitt  ?  4  Jie  hectored  about 
caripyingt>n  war  for  ever,  rather  than  suffer 
Buonaparte  to  exclideus  from. all c<jDncciioa 
with  the  continent)  but,  he  could  ijuiotly 
slip  out  of   pkce4  under  fglse  gret^ccs^ 
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vbile  peace  was  made  by  others,  givlug  np 
all  the  objects,   for  which  he  had   pledged 

biuwelf  to  contend  -i For  my  part,  I  am 

thokiDghl/  convinced,  that  the  Emperor 
wfJl,  as  loi>g  as  our  system  of  taxing  con- 
tinues, agree  to  no  tenns  of  peace  which 
shall  not  be,  in  his  conviction,  calculated 
to  work  for  our  destruction  as  rapidly,  and 
even  more  rapidly,  than  war.  Never,  in 
my  opinion,  as  long  as  that  system  lasts, 
will  England  know  an  hour  of  real  peace. 
But,  ot'  what  use  are  high-iounding  words, 
without  deeds  therewith  corresponding  ? 
And,  as  it  may  become  advantageous  to  ob- 
tain even  a  short  cessation  of  arms,  why 
should  not  the  way  to  negociation  be  kept 
open  ?  There  is  nothing,  whether  as  to  its 
effect  at  iiome  or  abroad,  worse  than  being 
compelled  to  recede;  eitlier  in  one*s  con- 
duct or  one's  words;  and,  I  am  greatly  de- 
ceived, if  Lord  Hawick  expects  to  be  able 
to  keep  the  ground,  upon  which  he  now 
stands,  or  affects  to  stand,  with  respect  to 
France.  lam  for  no  disgraceful  terms  of 
peace;  but>  to  talk  of  yecovering the conil- 
finevt  is  now  madnes*;  and  I  wo»jld  he 
willing  to  make  poace  immediately,  leaving 
Kap»k»on  to  take  wliat  lye  pleases  iu  Ger- 
'Kiany,  iu  Poland,  and  in  Iialy,  Sicily  in-' 
eluded.  I  know  of  no  treaty  of  alliance, 
Ihatw^  ha vp  with  Skrily.  I  know  of  no 
reason,  whether  of  jupsnicepr  of  policy,  for' 
QUf  carrying  Ow  war  a  day  for  Sicily  any^ 
wore  than  for  Hanover.  1  wor.iil  give  up' 
nothing  that  should  tend,  in  anywise,  to 
weaken  ourselves  y-  but,  I  would  make  not 
the  smallest  sacrifice  for  Russian  or  any 
other  connection.  There  was  a  stale  of 
dungs,  in  which  such  connections  were 
amongst  our  best  means  of  defence  as  well 
as  of  dfcBce  against  oar  most  formidable 
enemy  :  that  state  of  things,  thanks  to  the 
Pitts,  is  completely  oveit»imed.  There  is 
no  Ion  rer  a  trace  of  it  remaining ;  and  yet, 
these  Pitts  now  call  upon  us  to  carry  on  war, 
until  the  last  man  in  England  shall  be  exter- 
mtnatdd,  ritber  than  give  up  connections 
with  the  continent !  If  we  Will  give  up 
our  maritime  rights.  Or  only  a  part  of  them. 
Napoleon  will  give  us  a  coanection  with  the 
continent :  he  will  give  as  Hanover  ^ven 
now,  and  suiter  us  to  have  certain  other 
connections  ;  and,  though  this  .would  be  Xo 
aacritice  us  to  those  connections,  and  to  the 
private  feelings  and  interests  belonging  to 
^hem,  \  suspect,  that  there  are  persons  in 
thvt  country,  who,  «pon  lucli  terms,  would 
willingly  see  a  treaty  concluded  to-morrow. 
TIm^  is  what,  in  our  negociaticms  with 
Fr^me,  we  have  to  guard  against  j  and,  we 
may  be  assured,  tbat  al  the  big  talk  abont 
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07/r  honour  has  in  it,  ^t  bottorti,  nothing 
more  ibjai  the  wish,  if  not  the  settled  irten- 
tion,  of  sacr}fi(  iiig  Englar.d  to  >:eltish  con- 
nections J  and  that,  as  to  the  honour  of  ihk 
anmtry,  it  never  enters  into  either  the  heads 
or  the  hciirts  of  those  (I  mean  the  news- 
writers,   of  C()ur>e,)  who  are '  everlastingly 

repeating  the  word. It  w^ssatd,  in  one 

of  these   sjx?eches,    that    the  ptople  wens 
unanimous  in  their  opinion,  that  the  war 
ought  to  be  continued.     Yes,  for  the  defence 
and  the  future  safety  of  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland ;  but,  to  tell  them  that  we  are 
at  war  ior  connections  with  the  continent  is 
not  the  way   to  make  them   approve  of  its 
cotitinuancej  for,  while  they  are  perfectly 
unanimous  as  to  a^  war  tor  the  safety  and  ho- 
nour ot  thoir  own   country,   they  are  not 
much  less  unanimous  in  scouting  the  idea 
of  continuing  the  war  for  the  sake  of  the 
continent,     every     part    of     whirh     they 
plainly  see  at  the  foot  of  the  conn, ue'mr. — :^, 
III.   »T!iere  can^e  out,    however,    in    the 
a>urse  of  the  debaies,    some  obsert'ations, 
which,   as  publiUicd   in    the   news-papers, 
are  well  worthy  of  out  attention.  The  first 
that    I    slutll     notice    relate    to   HnmwtTy 
AJid   I  sliill  giveth<»m  here,  as  I   fiilH  tBetai 
in  the  speccji  published  under '^nfij'nanhte  6{ 
Lord  Grenville,   as  follows:  ".-Noh'  an  to 
**  Hanover,  this   wns  a  nice  and  'difficult 
'*  (ioint,  and  no   misre])resentation   shoiUd 
"  beallowed  to  go  abroad  respecting  it.  Ne-- 
"  vcr  was  the  issue  of  tlie  negociation  con- 
"  nected  with  its  fate.     Never  did  any  in* 
*'  f crested  feeling  arise  respecting  ii.     But 
"  should  it  be  alienated  for  our  sake  ?  What 
'*  if  he  thought  we  owed  such  a  debt  as  that 
**  we  acknowledge  to  Hussia,  to  Sweden, 
'*  to  Naples,  kow  muck  Idgker  die  debt  we 
<*  owe  to"  our  own  sovereign  ?     And  surely 
"  we  would  avoid   the  disgrace  of  such    a 
*'  sacrifice,  which  would  confound  us  with 
"  those  who  made  such  shameftd  sacrifice* 
"  to  ilieir  own  fears,  or  their  o^  n  intere:*ls. 
"  Hanover  was  attacked  nut  as  a  Gen^vni 
'*  territory,   not  as  connected  with  the  Ger- 
'*  manic  corps,  but  solely  because  France 
"  was  at  war  with  Englajid]  and  while  we 
**  were  invulnerable  here,  the  enemy  waa 
"  determined  to' wound  its  through  Manjover. 
*'  Bat  to  adopt  the  saying  and  maxima  of  a 
'/  great  statesman,  it  seems  to   be,    that, 
*'  under  such  circumstances,  Hanover  should 
'^  be  as  dear  to  us  as  Hampshire ;  and  wlien 
'*  ever  it  was  attacked,  for  British  interests^ 
*^  it  sfjouJd  be  defended  by  British  magnani* 
'^  mity.     But  the  same  feelings  respecting^ 
*'  Hanover  prevailed  at  Paris  as  here ;  and 
"  from  the  first  moment  of  the  negociation, 
**  it  was  resolved  it  should  be  resu^tedJto-its 
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''  lawful  so\^oreigQ.  Indeed  it  wa»  nectiies 
'*  M»  do  (Uherwisej  for  they  well  knew  thnt 
'*  BritUb  honour  tvov Id  never  have  constn led 

"  to  $nt  reader  it,"' No-;*',   I  do  not  say, 

tliaf  I/)r4  Greiu  iUe  utteri*d  these  w  ori!s,  «nd 
1  cumiue.it  upou  them  because  1  find  iherft 
publjaiietl  iu  a  news-paper;  and  bccaiue  I 
aa  convinced  that   they  express  doctnnes, 
whidi,  il"  adhered  to,  must  accomplish  the 
ejLiingui5hnient  of  the  remains  of  English 
liberty,     if /to  the  **  grcMi   .st.;  teaman,*'   al- 
Jud<j4  to,  is,  I  know  not;  hut,   l)c  he  who 
Jie  may,  widely  do  I  ditJer  from  hjm  in  feel- 
ing and  in  opinion;  an^l,  whatever  may  be 
the  feeling*  of  the  author  of  this  publication', 
I  can  assu.  e  hiiii,  that  Hampshire  will  think 
itself  as  iittie  iiidebied  to  him  as  to  I.ord 
Temple.     Hanover  as  dear  ^o  us  as   Hamp- 
shire!    To  him,  to  this  author  it   may  be  j 
hut,  fur  oiy  part,  I  trust  1  slj^uld  be  ready 
{9  shed  my  bhKjd  to  the  last  drop  rather  than 
•ee  iJie  latter  a  department  of  a  vas*ial  king- 
dom  o^  France,   while  I  hare  no  scrapie  to 
say,  I  care  ju»t  as  much  about  the  former,  as 
j  do  about  the  Duchf  of  Brunswick  or  the 
Friocipaiity  of  Hesse.     Hanover  as  dear  to 
us  a$  Hampshire!     1  know  not  what  the. 
people  in  the  North  may  tliiuk  of  this;  but 
it  really  and  literally  comes   home  to  my 
ir^iid^^  Qfid  a  great  consolation  it  must  be 
iQitfia  ta  Jjear,  tnat  one  is  constderedj,  .by 
ihk  aottoir;  as  having  no  greater  daims  upon 
liie  govmiment  than  a  Hinoveria^  hero! 
—When  the  people  of  England,  with  the 
king  whic4i   they  had  introduced  at  their 
iiead,  made  the  settlement  of  the  crown  of 
this  realm  upon  the  family  that  now  wear  it, 
they  made  the  provision. recitetl  in  my  .notto. 
The  makers  of  that  law  foresaw  the  conse- 
queocet  til  at  would  unavoidal)ly  result  from 
leaving  it  in  the  power  of  the  crown  to  m.ike 
war  for  foreign  possessions,  belongmg  ••okly 
to  the   king;  and,  the  fair  construction  of 
tbelaw  is,   that  war  should  not  be  waged  by 
this  coon  try,  without  prevhtts  cx>nseiit  of 
Piirhament,  for  the  sake  oJ"  any  foreign  pos- 
les^DS^   the  private  property  of  any  princ6 
silting  upon  this  throne,  wlieiher  he  were 
then,  born   abroad,    or  whether  he  should 
tbaeafter  be  born  in  Engknd.     The  words, 
**  Dot  beii^  z^nalive  of  this  kingdom,'*  ap- 
plied immediately  to  the  then  expected  suc- 
oe«or  of  Quiren  Anne ;  but,  they  also  ap- 
plied to  his  descendants.     Thoy  applied  lo 
kira  as  the  head  of  the  house  ^  but  the  pro  • 
Tision  made  part  of  the  compact  with  his 
aaccessors  as   well  as  with  himself.     The 
^oobtfui  expression  of  **  in  cave, the  crown 
"  ihould  hereafter  covqq,    &c.  &:c."    was 
wed,  because  it  was  not,  at   thetin'ye  the' 
i^  was  p:i^edy.  CvTialt;  ih^t  Queeu  Aqne 
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wtwl^  die  v#ithoot  children  5  and,  the  whole 
tenor  ot  the  act  clearly  sliows^  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  provision  was,  to  prevent  this 
nation  from  being  involved  in  wars  for  the 
sake  of  tlomiuions,    the  property  of  the 
prince,  and  totally  separate  in  inte.est  froin 
the  kingdom  of  England.      Yet,   we  now 
have  be?n  at  war  for  lianover,  and  that  the 
previous  ronnent  of  parliament  was  H<^t  ob- 
tained we  all  wifil  know.     Nay,  if  the  French 
had  stood  ocit,  v/9  are  plainly  told  by  this 
author,   Uiat  we  "ihould  Iwvc  been  at  war  for 
Hanmer  now,  and  scii'iy  for  Hanover  j   fon, 
that,  luidei  such  circnm^rtances,  Hanover  ii 
as  dear  to  m  as  U^mpshire  I     And,  wh^t 
are  these Circnmstancoi  ?     1%  there  ai>y  tiling; 
peculiar  in  them  ?     Were  we  in  allisnoe  with 
Hanox-er  ?     Had  that  gallant  and  generous 
liar  ion  lent  ns  any  aid,  either  in  men  or  in 
money,   previous   to  its  being  conquered '? 
No:   this   is  not  pretended.      There  is  no 
pretext  of  obligation,  eitker  express  or  tacit, 
set  up.    The  civcnrostance  (for  there  is  but 
one)   is,  **  Hano\'er  was  conquered  because 
"  Fr an ce  was  at  tuar  with  England.''  Well, 
and  will  hot  Hanover  always  be  conquered 
under  similar  circumstances  ?     And  must  we 
make  war  (or  continue  war,  which,  inetfect, 
is  the  same  tiling)  against  Fi*nnce  evei7  time 
she  conquers   Hanorer  ?     And,    must  we 
nevef  make  p^ 3ce  without  obtaiuing  the  res*, 
tituti^m  of    Hanover,    cost  what  it  may? 
During  the  iast  war  Hanover  as  well  as  Ejig- 
land  was  engaged  against  France^    but  Ha* 
imver  thought  proper  to  make  peace  without 
constdiingus,  or  our  interests.     Thi^n  it  was 
loudly   and  vehemently  contended  by  Lord 
GrenviJle  and  the  whole  of  the  niini.>(ry, 
l\\i\t  Hanover,     though   his  Majesty,    our 
gracious    king,    was  il>e  sovereign   of    it, 
was,   and  4)uglit  to  be  regarded  as  a  state 
totally     separate     from,     and     having     no 
connection  whatever  with,  the  kingdom   of 
Great  Britain  5  and,  1  remember  well,   that 
when  some  persons,    amongst  whom   was 
Mr  Sheridan,  regretted  that  the  pacific ex- 
ampk  of  the  Elector  of  Hanover  was  not 
followed  by  the  Kinjr  ot  Great  Britain,  they 
were  called  Jacobi;.h  and  Levcliers !     Luc 
now,  behold,  when  Hanover  is  coiiquer?tl  ] 
when  France  has  gotten  complete  poj^ie^sJoii 
of  it ;  Of  when  she  has  given  it  to  another 
power ;  now  we  are  to iiglu  and  pi)  for  it ; 
now  we  are  *'  not  to  give  it  upj"  now  we 
are  to  look  upon  it,  in  short,   as  being :  f 
near  and  dear  to  us  as  one  of  the  couliticji  of 
England!      We, are  never  to.  have  peace 
without  obtaining    a  restitution   of  it,  be- 
caase— because  what?—''   because   France 
'*  took  it  on  account  of  her  Wi.r  with  Eng- 
•*  laud."    And  m  undoubted  li^lit  sh^  had 
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so  to  do ;  for  sli^  was  at  war  with  our  sere- 
reign  and  with  mU  hb  subjects  tdd  states, 
wherever  they  ii)igl)t  be.  But,  Hanover 
being  a  sovereignty  distioct  from  Englatid, 
Epgland  waj»  nor  bound,  and  is  not  Ixiund, 
to  detain  restitution,  or  to  do  any  thing  foj: 
ll^e  safety  or  deliverance  of  Hanover,  the 
smerej^n  may,  out  ot*  bis  foreign  m^nn,  ,du 
what  he  pleases  in  this  way  ^  but  with  his 
other  doininiont  we  have  nothing  to  do. 
This  is  th^  Vety  case  provided  Rir  in  the  act 
of  seOlement.  It  was  ft>rfseen,^and,  in- 
deed, it  WHS  ^ty  to  foresee,  th«l  France 
would,  ^^bcn  at  war  with  our  sovereign  and 
his  dominious,  jnal^e  .war  upon  hi^  other  do- 
minions as  wc;tt  ^^;  Uicse  ;  ar>d,  therefore, 
such  a  ii^w  was  pa^d^  as  was  thought  suiii- 
cient  tp  ^uard  this  country  against  the  ex« 
ponce  and  bipod  $t  tending  the  defence  o( 
those'  ^her'  dominions.  It  may  t>e  said, 
that  it  ift  hard  that  the  King  and  his  family 
should  lose  those  dM^iqious  for  ever,  merely 
because  JSngJand  is  at  war  with  France. 
There  is  this  kingdom  in  return  for  that  loss- 
But,  at  aiiy'rate,^  the  probability  of  such 
loss,  fron)L^sc\(jh  pauses,  was  foreseen  ;  and, 
it  was  in  the, power  of  the  King's  ancestors 
to  refuse  tp  a^^pt'  of  the  crown  of  £ngland 
ppon  ttee  cofiditiohs  combined  in  the  Act  of 

Settle^i^pt.f So  much  fdr  the   right  of 

calling  up9n  U9 19  make/or  W  continue,  war^' 
1^  the  fd^eace  or  restitution  of  Hanover. 
Now,  (at  the  polia/  of  it,  leaving  the  ieelingp 
oi  the  peo^ile  of  England  put  of  the  ques- 
tion*   And  her^  I  shall  insert,  from  the 
'CoURiEK  newsf>aper,  of  the  30tli  ult.  some 
pbservalions,  which  were  mentioned  in  my 
last  sheet,  and  which,  in  a 'manner  better 
than  I  could,  perhajw,  fn]iy  express  my  sen- 
timents upon  tlje  subject.    They  are  worthy 
of  thegi«atest  nttenii^n  ;  and,  I   hope  the 
reader  will>  as  I  do,  bestow  upon  them  not 
the  less  applause,  because  they  are  taken 
from  a  publicatFon  which  has  been  too  much 
the  sla vie  of  those,  wliohave  been  chiefly  iu- 
strumental*  in  producing*  the  present  state  of 
things.  '*  The  recovery  of  Hanover  wjs  insis- 
*f  ted  on  with  such  a  pre-eminent  d^jsirc  in  the 
'*  l^te  ^legociattou,  that  much  enquiry  is  ua- 
"  turally  on  foot  respecting  its  ^alue  to  the 
"  British  Empire,   or  to  the  system  of  Eii- 
''  rope!     That  it  is  of  apy  value  to  Briiain 
''  panuotbc  shewn  ;  on'  the  contrary,  its 
•*  coi>nexionwitli  this  country  has  bj:en  most 
f  injurious'  to  our  interests  on  the'continent. 
•'  Trcatiia  have  bet;n  madent  ^]fUirci\ 
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iUp^er^,  wh'ch  coiilcf  liave  ha?t  less 
**  tbe  wmare  of*  Ei>gland  in  View;  Jhan.the 
"  protection  of  Handver,  ancl  which  have 
'*  ]eJ,  or  threatejied  to  lead^  England  into 
*'  ward.    But  to  go^^TOv^^^  .|i^ck  than 
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"  the  present  war,  at  its  commencement 
'*  France  could  touch  our  interests  in  oo 
"  quarter  but  Hanover.    She  over«4Wi  it, 
"  tWreby  insulting    Austria    and  Prussia. 
*•  bound  by  treaty  to  afford  it  protectloo. 
*'  Tliosc  powers  ta^iely  submitted  to  the  fa- 
'*  sulti  and  France,  emboldened  by  their  pu- 
"  silanimity,  proceeded  to  make  other  ac- 
**  quisitions  «ju<*h  as  Genoa,  &c.     llie  war 
"  on  the  continent  followed.     If  Hanover 
'*  had  but  a  small  share  in  occasioning  that 
''  war,  she  was  a  chief  cause  of  its  disastrous 
*'  consequences.     Prussia  saw  the  dangerous 
<*  ambition  uf  France  and  would  have  sue- 
**  coured  Austria,  had  she  not  beetv  bribed 
'*  to  neutrality  by  the  promise  of  Hano\'er* 
"  Tlie  hopes   ni  eaining  Hanover  bound 
"  Prussia  up  frpm  the  common  cause,  left 
**  Austria  at  the  mercy  of  France,  and  Eu- 
"  rope  fell,    France  gave  Prussia  the  price 
'*  of  her  neutrality,    by  ceding  Hanover, 
"  and  Prussia  joined  France  in    the   wa^ 
'^  against  Britain.    G.  Britain  n^;ociated  for 
"  peace  with  France,  and  inshtted  as  a  sut€ 
**  qua  non  that  Hanover  should  be  restored. 
**  France  took  Hanover  from  Prussia  that 
*'  she  might  give  it  to  G..  Britain  ;  and  there- 
"  by  provoked  Prussia  to  a  war  which  has 
"  annihilated  her  as  a  great  power.    Thus 
**  within  a  year  we  h^ve  seen  Hanotfcar  neo* 
**  tralice  Prussia,  enabling-  our  grecitest  tHe*^  ' 
"my  to  subjugate  out  greatest sjly,    W^ 
"  have  s&Ace  seen  it  change  a  powerfiil  friend 
'*  into  an  enemy  j  and,  totly,  we  have  seeu 
"  it  lead  to  the  destruction  not  only  of  that 
"  powerful  friend,  but  of  the  whole  of  our 
"  connexions  military  and  commercial  in  the 
''  noKh  of  Gt^rm^ny.    And  what  more  mis- 
*'  chief  shall  Han«ver  do  to  Britain  ?     Is  the 
**  kingof  Brit;iinto  t>ecome  a  vassal  of  France, 
'*  like  the  kings  of  Wirtemberg,  Bavaria,- 
*'  Itc.  ?     Is  he,  like  them,   to  hold  teni- 
*'  tories  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Corsicaa 
f  usurper? — ^In  what  other  way  but  as  a 
'*  vassal  of  j^ance  can  tin;  king  of  £ng]an4 
*'  hold  Himdver,  under  the  present  circum-t 
'*  stances  of  Europe  ^    Will  he  iu  future  be 
"  able  to  make  war  upon  France  wi^  the 
"  same  independence  and  spirit  he  formerly 
*'  did,  knowing  that  Hanover  will  instantly 
**  be  seized  and  pillaged  ?     Mr.  Burke  said, 
'*  "  the  spliere  of  my  duties  is  my  country.  ^ 
*•  A  patriotic  king- can  have  oo  other  coun- 
*'  try  but  thcone  h&  governs. — Sliall  we  have 
*'  a  vassal  of  France  for  a  king  ?f!— Yes  5  if 
f*  you  please,  says  Talleyrand,  who  neve^ 
*'  once  refused  Hartorer  in  the  negociation, 
*'  well  knowing  the  ihduencewhiph  through 
«'  it  the  French  would  be  likely  to  obtain 
"  over  this  empire. — Our  own  king  is  too 
f<  patriotic  to  eudzuiger  the  ix^erests  of  Eng-> 
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*'  land  for  the   recovery  of  Hanover,  and 
"  no  doubt  would    have  relinquished  all 
"  claim  to  it,  had  he  had  wise  and  spirited 
'^  ^visers  to  point  out  the  consequences.- — 
**  Mark  the  importance  mto  which  Hanover 
"  IS  magni^d  in  the  course  of  the  negocia- 
"  tion  !     It  is  a  sine  gud  non  forsooth,  and 
"  apparently  the  onlyone!     It  is  spoken  of 
*'  as  if  it  were  Portsmouth  and  the  Isie  of 
"  Wight  5  as  if  it  were  something  the  pos- 
*'  session  of  which  by  the  enemy  annihilated 
"  ihe  independence  of  England. — And,  for 
"  God*ssake,  let  us  know  of  what  nseHano- 
*'  fcr  is  to  this  country  besides  furnishing 
"  some  foreign   recruits  who  can  be  had 
*•  el8e>Ahere?     With    all  his  courtly  and 
"  servile  spirit,  on  this  occasion,    to  the 
*'  royal  family,  could  Mr.  Pox  have  made 
"  it  more  ?  Can  his  Whig  and  Tory  friends 
"  in  the*Cabinit  make  it  more  r — In  theap- 
**  proaching  discussions  on  the  negociation, 
"  is  there  a  membtr  in  parliament  who  will 
"  speak  out  sturdy  truths  on  this  subject  ? 
•*  Tliey  can  abuse  one  another.     One  party 
"  may  lose  their  places    and  another  get 
"  them  ;    but  tlie  royal  family  cannot  be 
•*  changed.     By  opposition  ministers  may 
"  he  st^ppbmted  j    but  who  dare  provoke 
tfae„  iU  i«t)kipf    permanent  -pow^  ?**i-^£:ii 
Ke?eiF  wa*i&ere  a  truer  prophet !     But  be 
has  *t)mitied  one  i^ent  instance  of  the  in- 
ftience  of  Hanover.     DdVing  the  htc  war, 
when  a  (leet  was  sent  into  the  Baltic  to  break 
the  Northern  Contederacy,  why  were  the 
ships  and  coast  of  tlie  Prussian  Monarchy 
unmolested?     Had   not   Prussia    jouied  in 
that  Confoderacy  ?     Was  she  not  equally  an 
object  of  attack  with  the  nations  of  IVn- 
mark,  Russia,  and  Sweden?     Was  Prussia 
spared  on  account  of  the  near  connection 
subsisting  between  tfic  two  courts?     If  'so, 
supposing  the  cause  of  Great  Britain  to  have 
be^D  just,  and  her  assertion  of  them  politic, 
justice  and  her  interests,  were  sacrificed  to 
that  connection.     But,  will  not  every  man,. 
who  dares  think  for  him^lf,  and  who  dares 
ny  what  he   thinks,   conclude,    that    our 
mioistry  expected  Prussia  to  indemnify  her- 
self for  any  losses,  she  might  experience  in 
the  war,  hy  the  sei;? ure  of  Hanover  j  or,  in 
otbei  words,"  by  taking  possession  of  the 
jprivate  property  of  the  king,  whose  «er- 
▼ants  they  were  ?  - — This  instance  of  the 
la^enoe  of  Hanover  has  been  pointed  out 
to  rae  by  a  correspondent,  whose  letter  1 
should  have  inserted,  bad  I  not  thought, 
that,  upon  the  whole,  tliearticle  just  quoted 
from  the  Courter  was  better  calculated  for 
the  parpose  in  view. There  is  no  neces- 
sity for  any  thing  to  rouse  men's  feelings 
upgo  the  8ubj«^.     The  f^cts  themsehr^s^ 


fairly  stated,  are  quite  si](fficient.  The  ma*  * 
that  does  not  fieel  from  the  bare  sisleinent, 
is  made  of  stuff  mudi  too  base  to  be  moted 
bjr  anjT  appeals  either  ;o  hts  patriotism  or  lo 
his  pride.-r— Ai  connected  with  this  wb« 
ject,  I  cannot,  however,  help  reroarkinf 
now  completely  the  army  seems  to  be  //«)!•- 
verianized,  Ine  bciit,  or  most  profitalh, 
regioacnts.  have  the  honour  to  have  for  their 
colmeU^  sonie  one  'or  other  of  the  Koyt-d 
Family,*  upon  whqn^  alone,  Eniii^h  duke- 
domi  hawi,  for  many  yea/s  pa«,  been  be-  * 
stoWpd,  andwfeo'alM)^  together  wiil^  their 
foreign  relation?,  have  no  small  share  of  tlio 
Order  of  t  he'  Oarter.  A  i  to  these  tir4  latter 
objects  I  lia\'e  nothing  to  say.  1 :  in  i  ire  no 
loyal  btibjcct,  especially  ir  he  Ictninof 
sense,  \Vitl  grudge  them  either  dukedoais  or' 
stars  or  garters  j  but,  as  to  rtfiments  and 
stqff^-cojnmamls,  I  (for  hei'i  1  will  speak 
only  for  myself)  do  humbly  presume  to 
think,  that  they  ought  to  take  their  fair  turn 
with  other  officers  of  the  army ,  and  ought 
not  to  be  so  promoted,  until  they  have  had 
long  experience,  or  have  the  roctnomenda-' 
(ion  of  some  distingui  bed  atdiievtnnent. 
But^  I  have  wandered  from  my  sabjcet,  to 
wif^  tht^^Haaovmani%ing  ci- liacr'^tmy,  ' 
The^  men  of  son>e  of  dur  regiments  of 
dragoons,  ©specially  thos^  of  which  ibfi 
princes  are  colonels,  have  nothing  of  the 
look  of  Englishmen  about  them.  They  are 
so  caped  and  cloaked  and  waPetted 'ar>4 
furred  and  whiskered,  that,  upon  emerh'gj 
any  place  where  they  are,  one  can  hardlr 
help  conceiving  one's  self  in  a  high-dutch 
j  garrison.  Now,  as  the  daily  new-papers 
'  tell  us,  we  ?ire  going  to  have  two  Yager 
\  regirtients,"  and  of  this  the  supple  sla\Ts,' 
'  who  convey  the  intelligence  to  us  aflect  to 
I  be  mightily  glad !  What  in  the  nanoe  of 
i  all  that's  iiervile,  does  the  word  Yager 
mean  ?  U  there,  you  venal  scribes,  no  Eng- 
lish word  that  will  do  as  well  ?  '*  In  this 
'*  hii^hty  useful  and  necessary  description  of 
"  troops  the  British  atmy,  at  present,  is  ex.- 
tremely  deficient** '  Highly  useful  and 
nece^wnr  indeed !  And  what  do  yoi 
know  about  the  high  usefulness  and-  neces^ 
sity  of  Yagers  ?  We  hired  Yagers  in  the 
American  war^  as  our  national  debt  vxA 
taxes  now  justly  remind  us.  The  Ameri- 
cans,  tjrfia  Wear  oo  whiskers^  heM  them  in 
utter  cQCittiilipt,  and,  upon  se\'eral  occa- 
8ion$»  they  were  beaten  and  driven  from 
their  phindeir  even  by  the  women.  The  * 
motto  which  the  Americans  gave  to  tlie 
Oemian  troops  was  a  rewr^al  of  the  old 
saying  about  the  value  of  keads  compared  to 
beds;  lor  tiley  insisted,  that,  with  respect 
to  tbeto  bearded  ideo»  '<  that  one  p^  of 
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**  heels  were  worth  two  pair  of  heads/! 
When  any  one  goes  creeping  and  unwiljing- 
ly  along,  instead  of  S'4}ing,  as  we  do,  that 
he  goes  as  if  his  legs  were  tied,  or  as  if  he 
"vvere  going  to  the  gallows,  the  Americans 
fcay,  that  he  goes  like  a  Hessian  to  battle. 
—If,  iiidceJ,  there  be  any  real  i  ni  prove - 
nient,  eiiher  in  discipline  or  dress,  to  be 
taken  from  the  Hanoverian  troops,  or  from 
the  troops  of  any  other  country,  no  mr.n  of 
sense  will  object  to  it;  but,  what  improre- 
ment  is  thvre  in  disfiguring  Englishmen  with 
furs  and  Wiillets  and  whiskers?  Just  as  if 
to  nQike.  a  man  hideous  was  to  m:ike  him 
brave. 

*'  Tcrrogof  boj's,  the  breeding  woman's  curse," 
such  hefoes  may  be ;  but,  be  assured,  that 
the  troops  of  Napoleon  are  not  to  be  inti- 
midated by  fierce  and  ugly  faces. In  my 

next  letter  to  Mr.  Windham  I  shall  offer 
some  remarks  upon  the  introduction  of 
Hanoverian  troops,  as  also  upon  the  exjjence 
which  they  have  already  occasioned  to  this 
country,  and  shall  remind  him  of  that  part 
of  the  Act  of  Settlement  which  provides 
agaiiwt  foreigners  having  any  military  com- 
mand in  }h\s  country- —  IV.  T/ie  Flourish- 
ing skUe  of  our  Finance*  This  toj^ic  came 
up  incidentally,  during  the  "  uti  possidetis '' 
debates ;  and,  in  a  publication,  pyrporting 
to  be  the  report  of  a  speech  made  by  Lord 
Havvk^bury,  I  find  the  following  passage. 
"  Anpther  encouragement  for  continuing 
*'  the  contest  was  the  flourishing  state  of 
**  the  finances.  The  present  system  of 
**  finance,  if  justice  were  done  to  it,  was 
f  *  such  as  no  country  had  ever  before  arrived 
"  at;  and  if  any  one  had  some  years  ago 
"  pred'cted  th<J  existence  of  that  system,  it 
"'  would  have  teen  thought  an  impcssihility . 
*'  This  was  to  be  ascribed  to  two  canses. 
V  The  first,  for  which  the  country  was  in- 
*'  dtbted  to  his  illustrious  friend,  was  the 
*'  Sinking  Fund,  the  greatest  financial  mea- 
"  sure  ever  proposed,  acted  upon,  or  perser 
♦'  vered  in.  The  next,  foanded  on  this, 
"  was  tlie  raising  tlie  supplies  within  the 
•'  year,  a  practice  restore^  and  improved  by 
'*  a  noble  viscount  opposite  to  him, (Lord 
"  Sidmouth.)  Here  he  entered  into  a  va- 
"  riety  of  calculations  and  comparative  nu- 
*^raertcal  statements,  to  prove  the  rapid 
"  increase  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the 
"  produce  of  tlie  war  taxes,  ihe  former  of 
"  which  now  amounted  to  eight  millions 
'*  and  a  half  annuuUy,  the  latter  to  IS  mil 
"  lion  ,  and  ccjntended  if  ifee 'system  was 

'*  bteauily  per&ewered  in,  .and  oii^dedwith 
"  due  ecvtwmy  i  tlie  country  in  a  few  years 
"  woulU  find,  tkit  tlift .Sinking  Fupd  would 
^'  be   equal  to  the  loan  required,  and   this 
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"  duriiig  war  tiniej  so  that  in  war  ihcna- 
"  tion^l  dtht  would  be  stationary,  in  peace 

*'  it  would  be  rapidly  liqyidatiug." 1  will 

take  Pome  early    oppmiunity  of  exposing, 
as  tar  as  it  ii,  in  the  powei   of  words  to  ex- 
press, the  bhallowncssand  folly  ofthispub-' 
lication.     Yes,  truly,   it  woul'd,  soTie  years 
ago,  h.  ve  betrn  thought  iniposjiUe  that  such 
a  tax  us  !lie  Income  Tax  couki  have  been' 
levied  in  England!  In  another  part  of  this 
hhcot  the  reader  will  find  n   letter  upon  this 
subject.     Can  aoy  one  dtny    the   truth  of 
lis  statements  ?  And,   if  he  cannot,    is  the 
existence  of  ibis  tax.  a  fit  subject  of  congra-' 
tulatioii  ?  A  subject  of  pride  ?   Is  the  exis- 
tence of  this  tnx  an  ei'cour.igement  lo  carry 
on  the  War?  Is  it  a  people,  wb.o  have  to 
submit  to  such  a  system  of  taxation,  who 
are  to  be  tojd  of  thr  flourishing  state  of  the 
public  finances  ?  A  people  who  were  last 
year  told,  that  they  nni^t  move  from  the 
first  to  the  second  floor;  who  were  told, 
that  such  WJ5  the  state  of  our  fiscal  affairs, 
that  there  was  nothing  left  but  a  choiqe  of 
evils  and  oppressions  ?  This  new  lone  is  by 
much  the  most  politic  j  for,  to  lament  the 
necessity  of  impobing  new  taxes  to-day,  and 
to  grant  iiew  pensions  to-morr^Kv,  involv« 
men  in  inconsistencies,  and  e^()Ose  them  to 
attack.     The  best  way  is  to  siitJt'  your  ears 
fast  up  against  the  cries  of  misery  ;  close 
your  eyes  to  the  incieasing  number  of  pau^  . 
pers,    surround  )Qurhelf  with   some   three- 
hundred  place-men,    i^ensionCrs,    and   ex- 
pectants, and,    with   a   loud  voice,  a  firm 
tone,  and  a  glaring  Pitt-like  stare,  swear 
that  the  prosperity  and  happiness   of  the 
country  never  were  so  great,  and  are  daily 
increasing  ;  and,   if  you  should  be  at  a  less  , 
for  a  proof,  appeal  to  the  number  of  coaches 
seen  at  the  Opera  house,  or  in  Bond- Street ; 
but  be  sure  to  omit  the  circmnsiance,  that 
three  fourths  of  these  equipages  are  supported 

with  the  public  money **  In  a  few  years*' 

we  are  to  see  sueh  wonc^ers  wrought  in 
the  way  of  relief!  IIow  long,  good  God! 
have  the  pe<jplti  been  told  this!  Ibe  Sinking 
Fund  goes  on  increasing,  and  so  do  the  taxes; 
and,  go  on  increasing  they  roubt,  in  peace  as 
\\ell  as  in  war;  for,  we  may  rest  assured, 
that,  if  tlie  people  of  England  are  to  bfe 
duped  by  a  talk  about  the  Sinking  Fund,  the 
conqueror  df  Europe  is  not.  He  well  knows 
the  rea/ effects  of  our  financial  system  3  he  is 
well  counselled  as  to  the  time  when  those 
effects  will  best  aid  his  purposes  j  and  never 
will  he  so  act  as  to  sufler  us  lo  obtain  relief, 
until  tliat  system  is  completely  annihilated. 

The  speech,  which  1  have  just  quoted, 

does,  indeed,  include  the  condition  of  econo- 
my;  but,  tiien,  this  is  again  qualified  j  *'  due 
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'*  economy;  which,  I  suppose,  does  not  in- 
chide  ihe  taking  off  of  Lord  Liverpool's  six- 
thoiisand-a -year  sinecure,  not  Lord  Hnwkes- 
bury's  four  thousand-a-year  sinecure  ?  No : 
that  is  not  *•  <iue  economy"  by  any  means. 
Never,  I  fear,  rball  we  h'^ar  this  .v>rt  of  eco- 
nomy proposed !  And,  yet,  U  seems 
randness  wA  io  propc  se  it,  after  the  aw- 
ful examples  th^t  wc  ltu\e  witnessed.  But, 
thi"*   is  the   way  of  all  gaveroinenis      lli^^y 

never     profit   from   any    examples. In 

taking  leave  of  'he^if*  debates,  I  cannot 
refrain  from  obsening,  that  Mr.  Perceval,  as 
k  is  sta^ed  in  tha  n^v. .^pipers,  wis'icd  to  ad- 
iourn  the  debate  in  ihe  ilou?c  of  CVumons: 
wished  to  have  a  :  :0a J  bout  at  it !  One 
was  quite  enough,  c.spL^cially  ns  the  two 
Houses  discussed  the  matter  upon  separate 
days,  thereby  givir  j;  the  puhlic  two  days* 
newspapers  full.  And  here.  It  H)iist  be  a 
subject  of  great  satistaction  to  perceive,  th^t, 
though  the  master  talkers  are  no  more,  we 
•have  no  deficiency' in  point  of  talking}  and 
that,  as  s|x*eches,  like  the  ribboub  from  »1 
Merry  Andrew's  mouth,  are  generally  esti- 
mated by  tiieir  length,  the  Joss  we  have  ex- 
perienced in  this  way  wiil  be  \^\'y  little 
felt. 

If  I  had  room,  I  should  here  offer  some 
r-smarks  upon  the  state  of  thifigs  with  reg:iid 
to  ihe  Arnerkan  5'a^py.'^*-^-*l should  al-sore- 
raonsirate  with  Mr.  Spankie,  *>pon  that  new 
doctrine  of  his,  which  has,  a^i  my  readers  uill 
see,  in  ray  next,  at  tract eti  the  attention  of  ah 

able  correspondent. ^I'be  correspondence 

between  Messrs,  Hew  lings  and  JFkitlread 

inus4  not  pass  unnoticed. And  I  regretex- 

cecdingly  that  I  have  not  room  for  an  obaer- 
ration  or  two  upon  the  attack,  mnde  upon 
Lord  Ho  wick  by  thenmoke-dricd  sot,  who 
is  hired  b^'  a  set  of  mertnnii/e sjnciualGrs  lb 
conduct  the  Morning  Post,  of  which  they 
are  the  real  proprietors;  a  circumstance, 
^hich,  while  it  senses  to  give  us  an  idea  of 
the  state  of  the  daily  pres^,  accounts,  in  no 
very  unsatisfactory  manner,  for  the  virulence 
with  which  that  print  has  assailed  his  lord- 
ship, merely  because  he  complained;  that  a 
body  of  men,  silling  at  filoyd's,  have,  out  of 
money  raised  upon  the  people,  and  partly 
collecied  in  the  chnrches  in  defiailce  of  the 
law,  given  a  reward  to  a  military  command- 
er, for  an  act  of  disobedience  of  orders  J  I 
-care  not  whether  he  has  sHvceeded.  If  he 
and  his  men  have  now  been  made  prisoners, 
tliat  does  not  at  all  alter  the  ca.se.  He  was 
guilty  of  flagrant  disobedience  of  orders,  and 
lie  has  been  rewarded  by  persons  acting  upon 
the  same  audacious  notions.  Call  us  level- 
lers, indeed!  These  are  the  true  leveJkrs. 
My  readers  will  bear  me  witness  wtiat-j^utns 
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1  took  to  awaken  the  miniihy  of  Pitt  and 

Addington  to  the  dangers  th.-^t  ndght,  and 
that  would,  result  from  thisconfederntioii  at 
Lloyd's.  I  told  them-  in  so  many  words,  that, 
if  there  shonld  be;  In  pl«ce  a  minijh-y,  whom 
ttie  Lloyd's  men  might  dislike,  they  would, 
in  fkome  way  or  other  convert  their- fuxi4 
into  opposition  ptirpose*.  I  was  nrvuth 
abu-ied  by  many  y> itked,  and  by  some  w^k 
men  J  but,  I  was  nut  silenced ;  I  per«evcfed» 
until  I  l)ad  made  the  .subject  familiar  u>  e\ery 
one;  and  I  .sliould  be  a  hypocrite  if  I  dis- 
guised my  satisfaction  at  seeing  my  predic- 
tions fultiiled. — yix.  Homan's  Second  I«et'er 
in  Defence  of  Mr.  Sheridan  wiil  be  fownd 
below. 


PARTJAMKNTARY  DEBATES 

The  First  Number  of  the  Eighth  Volume 

of    CoBBETT*S    PAP.LIAMtNT.\RV     DEBATES, 

is  ready  for  delivwy.  Complete  Sel4  of  the 
Work,  fro.ii  the  Ccmmencoment  in  180J, 
may  be  hr.vl  of  the  Publisher,  R.  BBgJ»haw, 
Brydges  Stieet,  Covent  Garden ;  of  J.  Budd, 
Pnil  Mall;  and  of  all  Bookstllirrs  and  News- 
min.  Of  whom,  .als  >,  may  he  had,  the 
First  Volume  of  Cobbett's  Parlia-mkn'- 
TARY  History  of  England,  including  the 
period  from  the  CorKjuest  in  1060,  to  the 
Death  of  James  tke  First. 
~- . , ' '        -     • 

PROPBRTY   TAX  VEXATIONS. 

Sir  ; — So  revolting  was  the  Tax  upon  Ta- 
conie  to  tlie  feelings  of  every  individual  ca- 
pable of  understaudijug  or  appreciating  the 
iree  principles  of  our  Constitution,  that, 
upon  its  first  introduction,  the  daring  mind 
of  Pitt  was  appalled  at  the  rising  indignation 
of  the  country.  To  palliate  this  mihchiev- 
ons  measure,  and  allay  the  ferment  of  the 
nation,  every  art  was  employed — mnch  waa 
said  concerning  the  secresy  to  be  observed— 
the  disinterestedness  of  commissioners,  who 
were  to  receive  no  salaries — one},  when  the 
measure  \Vas  carried,  it  has  been  generally 
understood,  that  the  commissioners  were 
instruct eil  to  exercise  their  powers  with 
great  caution  and  moderation,  that  tliis  im- 
constitutional  alid  arbitrary  oie^fsure,  nvdit^ 
by  proper  management,  pass  down.  \V  hen 
this  odious  tax  was  revived,  various  alterati- 
ons were  made,  chiefly  calculaied  to  obviate 
the  ol>jection8  to  exposure  of  property  :  with 
tl)is  view,  persons  of  landed  and  funded  pro- 
perty were  to  have  the  tax  deducted  from 
their  dividends  and  rents,  without  being 
compelled  to  make  any  return  of  the  .'ame^ 
and  thereby  expoj^ing  ilie  amcunt  xf  their 
incomes.  But,  Sir,  the  most  numerbus 
^  class  of  people  to  whnm  e:;|K!sure  must  be  of 
!  infinitely  more  consc(iuence ;  t host  who  de- 
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five  incomes  frbvi  professtons,  trade*  2nd  \ 
commercial  concerns,  are  not  only  liable  tg 
til  the  evils  of  tlje  former  tax,  but,  to  have 
iheir  most  private  aftairs,  exposed  and  scru- 
tinised wM)  much  greater  severity,  than  nn- 
de^  the  fortner  tax .    The  papers  which  they 
arc  required  annually  to  lill  up,  surpass  all 
hunian  ingenuity  to  understand :   indeed,  it 
is  hardly  possible  so  to  (ill  them,  as  to  avoid 
incurring  a  penalty.     It  is  well  known,  that 
under  the  fonner  tax,  although  the  commis- 
sioners, their  clerks,  saiTcyors,  and  inspec- 
tors, &c.  were  sworn  to  secrecy,  it  never- 
theless, somehow  happened,  that  persons  in 
public  companies  were  able  to  relate  their 
neighbours*  return.     So   palpable,   indeed, 
appears  now  the  absurdity  of  recomnoending 
us  to  pay  our  money  into  the  Bank  to  pre- 
serve sccre«j*,  that  few  avail  themselves  of  it, 
but  openly  make  their  returns  to  the  collec- 
tors.—It  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive.  Sir, 
the  vexation  and  oppression  which  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  City  of  London  endure  5  the 
idea  of  secrecy  js  now  exploded — some  of 
the  commissioners  receive  py,  or  have  lu- 
crative appointments — all  delicacy  is  at  an 
end— the    hired  informers  of  government, 
wlietlier  surveyors,  inspectors,  or  by  what- 
ever other  fashionable  appellation  they  ma/ 
be  called,  surcharge  without  mercy  :— these 
surcharges  are  made  upon  mere  speculations  ^ 
it  not  being  possible  for  them  to  know  the 
nature  of  a  person's  concerns  or  profits, 
merely  by  walking  by,  and  k)oking  at  his 
premises.    Very  few,  indeed,  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  London  have  escaped  being  sor- 
diarged  one  third,  one  half,  and  in  mottt 
cases,  double  ihe  amount  of  their  returu ; 
they  must  either  submit  to  the  injustice  of 
»uch'  aiircharge  (which  many  do  through 
fe^r),  (6^^give  notice  of  thtir  intention  to  ap- 
peal :  \fI  the  latter  case  ,^  printed  paper  is 
^nt  which  they  are  required  to  fill  up,  and 
which  must  specify  3i>ch  particulars,  as  very 
few,  from  the  very  nature  of  tn:de  in  gene- 
ral, can  possibly  toniply  with,  were  they  10 
disposed.     When  they  have  complied  with 
this  part  of  the  ceremony,  and  retwnied  the 
paper,  they  are  summoned  to  attend  the 
commissioners.    After  waiting,  perhaps,  for 
•ome  hours  in  a  room  amoQg  teverai  trem- 
bling fellow  sufferers,  they  are  calit-<j[  up  to 
undereo  an  examination  as  severe  and  hu- 
miliating as  insolvent  debtors  before  com^ 
missioners  of  Bankruptcy}    and,  perhaps, 
they  mitst  attend  Jicveral  times,  and  produce 
frtlier  accounts,  before  they  can  satisfy  the 
f»mmf?5sioners. — What  loss  ot  time,  what 
vexation,  anxiety,  and  degradation,  must  an 
innocent  man  suffer,  even  should  he  succeed 
at  last  itk  satisfying  these  gentlemen  he  has 
Uiade  ^  iatr  return  -,  U>  whom  he  must  re- 


late all  the  acts  of  folly,  imprudenc**  extra* 
vagance,  improvident  bargains,  improper 
speculations,  ifcc.  he  may  have  run  mto.— 
To  give  you.  Sir,  schhj  idea  ot  the  humiliat-> 
itig  condition  so  lai'g6  a  portion  of  individo* 
als  are  reduced  to,  1  herewith  subjoin  a  copy 
of  the  paper  every  iippellant  is  required  to 
fill  up. 

"  Pr  jperty^ Act  Office,  London,  ieo6. 

*'   Notice  having  been  received  at  the 

*'  OiH  :e,  of  your  intention  to  appeal  against 

"  the  assessment  made  on  you  by  the  addi«» 

"  tional  commissioners,  under  the  Act  of 

'*  tlte  45th  of  his  present  Majesty,  cap.  ^9, 

*J  for  the  past  year,  you'  receive  herewith 

'*  a  schedule  of  particukirs*  which  the  com- 

V-jinisstoners  under  (he  ^thority  of  the  Act 

'^  require  may  be  answered  in  writing,  and 

"  sent  under  cover  to  their  clerk,  endorsed 

"  *  appeal  f  after  whidi  you  will  have  no* 

*'  tice  wljethec  the  commissioners  are  satis- 

*'  ficd  therewith.— And  yon  are  deltred  ea* 

*'  pectaliy  to  observe  tliat  no  sf^peal  can  be 

**  heard,  except  on  a  schedule  .tielitered  in 

'^writing,   according-  to   the  instmccions 

"  hereto    annexed. — By  direction  of  the 

"  commissioners,  (Signed)       «*■  ■  Clerk,'— 

"  P.  S.  If  the   Schedule  is  not  returned 

**  within  24  days  from  the  date  of  this  00^ 

*'  tice,  the  aasessment  will  bHC^eoofirmed. 

.  ''fsLTbe  aAHiUnt  of  tin^  balance  of  profit 

'^  and  loss,  at  tbe  ^ottlement  in  the  3  years 

^'  preceding  dlie5t&  of  April,  1805^  staling 

^'  each  year  separately,  viz.     1802,  1803, 

''  1804.    If  the  accounts  were  adjusted  at 

*'  the  end  of  eadi  year. — 2d.  If  you  have 

"  not  been  in  trade  3  years,  the  amount  of 

'*  the  balance  of  such  profit  and  less  ac- 

''  counts  as  have  been  taken,  whether  1  or  2 

"  years.-^3d.  Whether  any  deduction  ^m 

*'  your  profit  and  loss  has  been  made,  for 

"  interest  on  capital  tm^fiofed,  or  on  ac- 

'*  cou^t  of  interest  peid  for  moa^  orcapi- 

'*  is\  borrowed  ?— 4th.  Whether  any  dedoc-' 

"  tioA' is  made  from  your  pnsfita,  on  ac- 

*'  count  of  rent  and  taxes^  lOd  to  what 

"  amount  ?—*5th.  "V^betber  any  deduction 

"  is  made  fi)r  servai^ts*  wages  or  board,  and 

•'  to  what  amoutU  ?*-(Hk.«o*Wheth^r  there 

**  ai e  any  profits  oCaQuxu^ertainanniial  va- 

'*  lue,  which  ^re  not  induded  in/yonr  geue« 

"  ral  account  of  .profit  and  los»  in  trade? — 

*'  7th.  Whether  any.deductiotx  is  made  for 

'*  bad  debts,  or  for  doubtful  debts  unliqiii- 

"  dated  and  to  what  antcmnt^  specifying 

'*  each  year,  viz.  1802,  I8O5,  1804.— —re- 

**  siding  at do  hereby  make  oatli,  that 

"  the  several  answers  htre'm  above  set  forth, 
"  aiKi  signed  by-   -are  true,  in  every  par- 
*'  ticolar,  to  the  best  of«^— -knowledge  and 
*'  belief. — Sworn  before  us,— '^ 
You  pensive.  Sic,  t^^at,  when  thifa  paperis 
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iled  op  and  mfSptd,  the  party,  if  required,  (  perty  in  tmvn^  except  the  pretmses  f  occu- 
inusl  venfy  the saBieupcm  oath;  upon  which  I  pied,  (vhich  he  well  knew).  When  my 
oa  wwnld  imagine  they  would  be  reiieted :      note  was  delivered  him,  he   immediately 

filled  up  a  summons  (which  he  had  by  him, 
with  several  others  ready  signed  by  two  com* 
missioners)  for  me  to  attend  at  Enfield,  ta 
shew  cause  why  the  penalty  of  201.  should 
not  be  indicted  upon  me  for  npt  making  my 
return  within  21  days.  It  not  being  conve- 
nient for  me  to  go  l6  miles  to  appeal,  and 
viewing  this  as  i  most  wanton  and  vexatious 
exercise  of  autl>ority,  and  that  it  was  irregu- 
lar tn  leave  summonses  ready  signed  for  col- 
Jectors  to  till  up  at  their  pleasure,  or  rather 
displeasure,  I  wrote  to  him  to  that  eflfect. 
Whether  the  matter  is  to  rest  here,  I  have 
not  been  informed  -,  but.  Sir,  are  we  patient- 
ly and  Without  repining,  to  submit  to  the^e 
most  vexatious  arid  grinding  measures  ?  Are 
we  Quietly  to  bear  these  oppressive  and  in- 
quisitorial impositions?  Are  ^e  still  to  be 
told,  that  we  must  Vnake  the  most  paLafal 
sacri^ces ;  that  we  must  be  driven  from  the 
tirst  floor  to  the  second,  the  second  to  the 
third,  and  the  third  to  the  garret  j  while  not 
a  single  roeasui-e  has  been  adopted  for  re- 
trenching the  public  expenditure  j  no  inquiry 
into  past  abuses;  no  redress  of  national 
grievances? — £kc,  2().  l&Aj. — R.  W. 


:  what  must  yoor  astonishment  be  when 
yoaareteld,   Ihat,  the  person  appealing  is 
not  sworn,  btH,  afier  being  heard,  is  desired 
to  witiyiraw — in  a  few  minutes  called  iti 
again,  and  informed  that,  the  surcharge  is 
cjofirmed.    This  was  done  to  a  friend  of 
mine  I   and,  akiiough  he  ofiTered  to  verify 
chis  statement  upon  oath,  his  affidavit  was 
■ot  takeo.  '  This  I  am  wdl  informed  is  a 
oomoQOB  'practice ;  whether  th«  Act  jnstrfies 
this  coiKlQct  I  wdl  not  say  5  bitt,  under  such 
inquisition  no  one  is  safe :   they  may  not 
only  take  5  or  10  per  cent.,  but  all  a  mao 
possesses  from  hha«    A  ^arveycM*  surcharges 
— ilie  commissioBcfs  eonfirra  the  stirdmtfie 
—the  appell^t  differs  to  swear,  but  ts  re- 
fiised.    Thus  is  *•  the  subject  left  wiihoot 
««  all  niaoner  of  remedy"  .Sir,  I  have  stated 
some  of  the  aevere  hardships  to  which  the 
iobabitai&ta  of  the  city  of  London  are  sub- 
jected I  I  mi^t  entunerate  many  distressiitg 
particutart  ^  it  i*  not  uncomnHm  for  indivl- 
duak  to  stibmit  to  the  grossest  injustice  ra- 
ther than  undergo    the  vexation    of  ^ap- 
pealing-; ft  -friend  of  mine  when   he  ap- 
pealed   bad  It  noticed    to  him,    that    He 
bad  a   venr.  good  coat  on  his  badk,    And 
thdice,.  iji^rred  he  conld^fioM'tbpay  the 
surdtfrrgr;  Many  hifiances  havei^pioe  wlrhiia 
isf  toowtedge,  «irh^  "persons  ia  Insolent, 
ctroamstauces  iWe  returned  -lneon}^>  m^ 
submitted  to  surcharges  to  ^e  injury  >^ 
their  croditor^,  rather  than  make  their  {Situ- 
ation known :  one  person  I  know  (t^whom 
1  was  a  laige  creditor),  who  was  surcharged, 
and  bed  bia  goods  seized  for  the  p^lyo^eot  of 
the  tax  i  kanirediatefy  afterwards  he  became 
a  bankrupt,  and  bi»eftate  has  not,  aod  I  be- 
lieve never  wUl,  pay  >^  in  thepo6nd. — ^Whe- 
ther ^e  inbellhaBts  o(  Westminster  and 
other  trading  places,  here  been  treated  with 
the  satue  temerity,  I  at&  not  sufficiept^  in- 
formed to  4ei«nune  ;  but,  if  I  may  judge 
firom  a  cirremqltmce  that  lately  occurred  to 
myself,  in  a  vilipge  w)Me  I  oocasionally  re- 
aide  duriag  tlie  iuiDiDer,  I  should  be  led  to 
coficlnde,  ^0t  tliepowert  vmted  in  the  com- 
mis9ioiMT%  ^fantjan,  odUectors,  kc,  are  in 
all  phKea  eiarclsed  le  tbe  luU  extent,  if  not 
exceeded*    He  circuiDS^iice  I  alliide  to, 
happened  io  tiie  parish  of  Edmonton;  H  is 
well  k|MW«  to  the  eoUector  that  I  are  there 
only  a  aoMll  patt  of  the  year.    On  the  4th 
of  Kofembvr  last,  after  being  from  borne 
several  weekv  I  ft>ufid  at  my  house  several 
paper*  to  be  filled  up  respecting  the  Property 
Tax,  dated  Oct  8th.  I  Immediately  wrote  to 
Ibe  coQeotor^  that  |  alwaya eniercdmy  pro- 


'',  DEFENCE  OF  MR.  SHERIDAN, 

TO  iTtt  WOKTHT  AND  INDEFEND^T  ELEC* 
*' TORS  OF  TIlE   CItY    OF  WESTMINSTER. 

Letter  II. 
Gentlenien ;  ■  ■  Ott  the  1 3tb  da)-  of  Sep- 
tember'that  grtat  statesman,  y.mr  late  ever 
to  be  revered  representative,  Mr.  Fox,  de- 
parted this  life.  The  delicacy  of  his  public 
and  private  friends,  though  they  had  long  ex- 
pected his  dissolution,  prevented  them  firom 
considering  who  was  the  person  most  adapted 
to  the  representation  of  Westminster.  At 
that  interval,  grief  for  his  irreparable  losa 
monopolized  aU  their  feelings,  nor  was  there 
to  be  found  a  man  presumptuous  enough  to 
point  to  hi»  fit  successor.  The  public  feel- 
ing was  soon,  however,  directed  to  an  adver- 
tisement from  Lord  Percy,  stathig  his  inten- 
tions to  Stand  for  Westminster  j  but  public 
opinion  pointed  to  Mr.  Sheridan.  Hfe,  how- 
ever, scrupulously  avoided  any  thing  like  a 
cativas,  but,  called  on  by  the  unanimoua 
voice  of  his  friends,  he  determined  to  attend 
a  meeting  convened  by  public  advertisement 
ngned  by  twelve  of  the  electors,  and  then  te 
dedare  the  feelings  and  principles  by  which 
his  conduct  was  actuated.  This  meeting 
was  held  on  the  13th  of  September  at  the 
Crown  and  Anchor :  it  is  needless  to»  refer 
to  Mr.  Sheridan's  speech  or  tJve  effects  it  pre-i 
dQcedj  but  the  following  resoludons  were 
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unanimously  agreed  to  by  Uiis  raeeting,  th^ 
most  re«j>ectablc  of  the  kind  ever  held  ;  all 
parties  of  every  description  being  present. — 
"  1st.  Tiiiit  the  right  hon.  R.  B.  Sheridan 
"  is  tbe  most  iit  and  proper  person  to  re- 
'*  present  this  city  in  p;<riiament  on  the  pre- 
**'  »ent  vacancy.*'     Mr.  Sheridan  (being  pre- 
senl)  declined  that   honour,   suggested  his 
reasons  for  so  doing,  and  declared  his  inten- 
tions to  support  Lord  Percy.     It  was,  there- 
upon,   resolved    unanimously,  "  That,  tliis 
**  meeting  whh   the  highest  admiration  of 
*'  his  genius  and  virtues,   observe  with  the 
"  deei)cst  regret  the  resolution  whicli  Mr. 
"  Sheridan. has  formed  to  decline  accepl.ng 
•'  the  decided  and  nlmost  unanimous  wishes 
**  in  his  favour." On  the  l6th  c^' Sep- 
tember there  appeared  from  ^Ir.  Cobbett, 
not  in  his  Register,  but  in  the  Morning  Post, 
an  Address  t#  the  Electors^  from  which  I 
take  the  following  extract.     *'  1  warn  you 
*'  against  the  calamity^  the  shame,  the  deep 
*'  disgrace  tliat  await  you  and  your  country, 
**  if,  yielding  to  venal  solicitations  of  the 
'^  stewards  and  butlers  of  noblemen,  you 
*'  condescend  to  become  tlie  menials  of  me- 
*'  nials,ihe  laquies  of  Uqaies,  and  suffer  the 
"  populous,  the  industrious,  the  public  spi- 
*'  rited  City  of  Westminster,  hitherto  con- 
**  sidered  as  the  ever-burning  lamp  of  the 
**  liberties  of  England,  to  be  banded  to  and 
^  fro*  like  .a  family  borough— confidently 
**  trusting  that  you  will  with  indignation  re- 
"  sist  any  project  for  thus  extinguishing  the 
^'"  fame  of  your  city,  and  degrading  the  cha- 
^'  racter  ol  Jier  electors,  confidently  trusting 
**  that  when  you  consfder,  that  it  is  to  you 
*'  all  mher  fr^e  citiei  and  boroughs  look  for 
**  iau  example,  you  will  tear  in  rags  the  gau- 
*'  dy  livery  now  tendered  for  your  backs, 
•'  confidently  trusting  that  when  the  ques- 
*'  t'low  is  freedom  or  bondage,  you  will  sus-» 
'*  pend  all  animosities  and  differences,  and 
"  act  with  a  degree  of  energy  and  unanimi- 
"  ty  which  sliall  at  once  and  for  ever  blast 
"  the  hopes  of  all  those  who  would  make 
'*  you  the  instruments  of  your  coujiiry^s 
"  ruin.'*'    You  must  perceive,  gentlemen, 
that  this  address^  was  written  by  Mr.  Cobbett 
with  an  cedent  wish  of  supporting  Mr,  She- 
ridan, whom,  he  as  well  as  others,  supposed, 
to  be  a  competitor  with  Lord  Percy  fur  tlje 
honour  of  representing  your  city.     itU.  Cob- 
bett's  wishes  and  feelings  zxe  particularly 
conveyed  in  this  address,  not  one  word  dots 
lie  mention  against  the  pretensions  of  Mr. 
Sheridan  j  on  the  contrary,  eyorypoinled  in- 
vective which  Mr.  Cobbett  hurled  at  Lord 
Percy  must  be  considered  ns  so  many  wea- 
pons cast  l»y  him  in  support  of  Mr.  Sh^i- 
Adi\.    You  perceive  that  ui  this  address  there 


are  none  of  those  incontrovertible  objectiou* 
to  the  pretensions,  and  dreadful  denuncia- 
tions against  the  priiK-iples  of  Mr.  Slieridan, 
which  be  scj  conisiotently  fabricated  and  pub- 
'  lished  in  his  Register  fcince  the  meeting  ait 
the  Crown   and  Anchor,    that  is  frojoi  the 
moment  he  failed  in   his  attempts  to  force 
Mr.  Sheridan  into  a  tt^nieiit  with  Lord  Percy, 
and  the  admiiii.Htration  conlainii^g  so  many 
of  Mr.  Sheridan's  oldest  and  dearest  friends, 
together  with  the  whole  of  the  Whi^  party, 
who  were  almost  to  a  man  eng:!gcii  to  lAxrd 
Percy,  he  h^d  recourse  to  his  ii^gister,  that 
infallible  palladium  of  consistency  and  truth, 
and  then .  circulated  Ifis  fulUt:  i*jjur£s  to  de- 
eeivc,  and  his  imputent  atitiwpU  io  dir/'utne. — r 
On  the  201  h  of  September  tliere  appeared 
an  Address  to  the  Electors  of  VV\»stmiiistcr 
from  Mr.  PauII,  in  all   the  public  papers, 
which  was  aftcnvards  repeated  in  another  to 
the  Committee  of  Electors  at  ilie  Riiiubow 
Coffee  House,  from  which  I  take  the  fol- 
lowing extract. — *•  Gremlemeo,— ^I  tru5t 
"  that  tjiis  address  from  one  of  your»elves, 
♦*  and  one  most  sincerely  attached  to  the  li- 
"  berty  and  independeuce  of  WesUiiiiistt*r 
"  (on  whose  election  the  eyes  of  Europe^ure 
'•  now  rivetted)  will  not  be  deemed *)btiu- 
*'  sive  or  undeserving  of  your  moni  serious 
**  consideration.    I  trust,  at  all  evetus,  yoa 
*'  will  forgive  it.     Considering,  wUh  sooie . 
-"  of  the  best  dtspose4  characters    iu  the 
**  k'mgdom,  thsXiJie faie &f  the  country  in  a 
"  great  measure  will  he  decided  by  that  of 
f  Mf  a[ipr<ia€hmg  election,  I  presume  loput 
'*  a  f^ain  simple  question  to  all  those  who 
"  ie%\  as  I  do  on  this  u)ost  unportant  occa- 
'*  sion.     Will  you  elect  any  person,  be  his 
*'  birth  or  personal  accomplishipeut#  wh.u 
"  they  tiKty,   to  succeed  the  cvei-  to  btj  ia- 
*'  mented,    the   immo:^td    Mr.   Fox,   un-r 
'*  known,  untried,  as  ^  political  ch^racyer, 
*'  and  to  say  the  least  of  him,  a  person  oIt 
"  ready    returned   to    parliament  by   tlie 
**  Grenville  family,  iw  BRBFit^BsicB  to  mr; 
*•  SHERIDAN  ?  If  tlie  present  glurious  op- 
*'  portunity  is  neglected  for  averting  tho 
*'  freedom   and  iiukpeodeiice  of  •  the  fir^ 
"  dty  of  the  world,  Engfand  .will  long,  wiU 
"  for  ever,  lament   tlie   whfi^y  events^ 
'*  and  '  Peace,  and  <he  digfuhed  charities  of 
'*  hnman   nature,'  with  liberty,  itself,  may. 
"  be  said  truly  to  have  been  ilrpwn  orphans 
"  on  the  world.     At  the  Grentiral  Election^ 
**  after  having,  by  his  services*  still  iurther 
''  cndoared  hiinself  to  the  heai:t»  of  h's 
"  l^ountrymen.  Sir  Francis  Burdett  will  not 
'*  then  1x5  debared  from  returning  to  those 
<'  constituents  who^vportj^ity  be  has  so 
''  justly  me/ited,  aini  to  whom  his  gratitude 
'<  is  du#,  and  you  will  then  have  an  oppur-* 
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^*•  ttinrtfr,  W9rShy  andt^dcpfndctft  Freemen, 
^  to  tM'crt  i<uiio  MIM,  who  has  been,  a* 
"  keijmi^uT  t§hwtletntihtFiu$T  OBJECT 
V  of  nmk  cHOiCE — imeaw  to  Ma.  Sus- 
*f  RiDAN,  ^ote  conduct  oo  the  pretieutoc- 
'/  catioa'()iiulable,  delicate,  and  pmper,  no 
'f  doubt,  as  bU  motives  have  been)  has  dis- 
'.'  AFjpoxsrrsn  kvbky  true  fribkd  to  li- 
"  BKBrrif  paojERTY,  and  indj?pi^nubmce. 
**  Sboukl  Mr.  Sheridan  unfortunately, 
•*  at  the  Gt^eral  Election  still  declinb 
*^  ^jour.partiHlitj  for  liim.  Lord  Percy  in  the 
*«'  tne:in  lime,  (for  he  is  now  in  Parliament, 
**  br  the  favoutef  Lord.Grcaville),  will,  in 
•*  the  Senate,  hove  Ofiportaoities  to  prove 
*.'  himsrlf  politically  worthy  of  bebg,  what 
*'  Mr.  For  adjtidged  as  the  lirst  distinction 
'•*  in  the  world,  *  the  wortl;/  represeutative 
'*  of  Wenminster.'  I  have  f  h<?  hunonr  to 
•*  sob^Tibe  myself,  with  every  sentiment  of 
*f  respect,  yoar  faithful  servant,  JAM«i 
"  Paull." — In  these  sentiments  thus  ex- 
preMed  by  Mr.  PauU,  1  believe  that  gent fe- 
man  was  perfec.ly  sincere,  and  had  Mr 
Sberid^n  stood,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  he 
would  iiave  been  a  zealous  siip|M)rter  and  an 
active  canvasser  tn  his  behalf.^ — Now,  Gen- 
tlemeo,  what  are  your  opiniotis  respecting 
fbf»'  addt^ss  of  Mr,  PauU's  wh^i  oimpared 
with  bi«sub^er]a2fltaddr«^(»esand  hitrspeeches 
•n  the  hustftif)5a?'*'^itl»irto,  then,  an  luiex- 
ampjed  unanimity  and  niiparalleleci  popuiuri- 
ty  appeared  in  favoor  of  Mr.  Sheridan  as  the 
&  and  geanine  successor  of  Mr.  Fox.  It  is 
curious  to  trace  by  what  mean  arts,  or  acri- 
r^ents,  even  the  lowest  of  the  rabble,  much 
lew  niany  re-ipectablc  Electors,  coiiid  aft^r- 
vards  bare  been  turned  against  Iiim  Mr. 
Sheridan  persevered  in  his  honourable  de- 
t^mainaiion  nut  lo  oppose,  bat  to  give  all 
his  interest  to  Lord  Percy,  the  candidate 
who  not  only  possessed  the  whole  support  of 
the  government,  but  the  unanimous  promise 
of  the  Whig  Interest,  and,  of  course,  of  tlie 
great  majority  of  the  personal  friends  of  xMr. 
Sheridan.  It  should  appear  ditiicult  to  find 
fnnk  with  that  line  of  conduct  adopted  on 
riiis  occasion  by  Mr.  Sheridan,  or  to  consi- 
der it  otherwise  than  as  Mr.  P^oll  viewed 
k  *y  who,  in  his  address  which  I  have  already 
quoted,  dddares  it  to  bf, ''  jaudahle,  deli- 
*'  cate,  and  proper.**  Mr.  Cobbeit,  how- 
ever, led  the  way  to  a  new  coiutroction  of 
Mr.  Sb^dan^sriBOthiea ;  he  discovered,  that 
the  whole  was  **  a  jh^g^  between  Mr. 
•^  Sheridan  and  the  Duke  of  Northuml>er- 
•*  hmd,'*  to  whom  the  tbrtner  had  most  un- 
grateilii}Iy>  betrayed  and  sold  the  indepen- 
denod  of  the  City  of  Westminster.  From 
Mr.  Cohbeti's  3d.  letter  to  the  Electors  of 
W«stmiastef,  I  take  the  following  passage : 
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— "  It  appear!^  clear  to  me,  that  from  the 
**  beginning,  he  (Mr.  Sht  ridan)  was  in  am* 
"  cert  .with  the  Ix)rd  and  his  Steward  ;  that 
"  the  meeting  at  Somerset  House,  and  the 
"  ad\'ertisemeBt  for    the  public    meeting, 
"  were  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any 
"  other    candidate    from  coming  forward 
"**  against  the  Lord.** — But  now  to  consider 
Mr.  Cobbett's  conduct  relative  to  the  Duke* 
of  Northumberland,  I  shall  ma^ke  a  few  ex- 
bacts  from  his  Register,  from  which  yon 
will  perceive  that  tljis  gentleman  invariably 
forms  his  ppions,  and  draws  his  comlusionp, 
from  principles  which  his  imagination  cre- 
ates, without  the  aid  of  his  judgnit-nt  j    and 
which  are  as  mutable  as  IjU  opinions.     7b 
prove  this,  t  select  the  followinp^  extracts 
from  his    Register,    Vol.   X.    ini^v^*    481  : 
"  Even  Mr.  Sheridan,  with  all  his  uMiiduct 
"  before  me,  appears  to  me  greatly  prefer- 
"  able  to  the  Lord  that  has  been  otfertid  to 
"  you;"  again,  page 4^4.  "  Mr.  Sbefidiin'g 
"  scheme  has  not  succeeded ;  you  seem  not 
"  satisfied  witli  Lis  nomin;iiion  of  ihe  Lord^ 
"  if  you  must  submit.  \e\  it  for  God's  sake 
*'  be  with  every  mark  of  rductince."    Page 
.548^,  he  says,  "  would  it  have  been  of  no 
•*  use  to  cause  the-famiJy  of  N6rthnn:ber- 
"  land  to  expend  sixty  or  seventy  thousand 
"  pounds  ?     Would  it  have  been  of  no  use 
"  to  g've  nenrly  one  half  ofyqu  at  any  rr»te, 
*.'  on  opportunity  of  shewing  your  dislike 
**  lo  the  man  yoxa  diwpproved  oi'  r " — Again, 
page  552  j  "  excuse  me,  if  I  ask  you  whe- 
"  ther  you  re^iember  how  the  hit^h-bJood- 
*^  ed  Sire  sat  smilSi^.cr  at  the  wiudow  while 
*'  you  like  beasts  of*^ burden,  were  carrying 
*'  the  sou  upon  your  shoulders,  and  if  I  re- 
*'  proach  you  with  worse  thnn  beastly  un- 
"  eea?onnbleness,  if  you  complain  of  bur- 
*'  dens    hereafter.*'      Then    the  Duke  is 
charged  with  having  most  grossly  interfered 
in  the  late  Eltction,  and  (V  having  libelled 
Mr.  Sheridan  ;  as  will  appear  from  the  ^o\- 
lowing  letter,  which  Mr.  Cobbett  states  to 
havo  been  written  by  the  Duke  of  Northum- 
bertind  to  some  leading  man  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Margaret.     Register,  page  80b  ;  "  the 
"  facts  are  th'.*se ;    1st.,  that  Mr.   StepJien- 
*'  son,   the  veutry  clork  of  the  parish,  read 
'*  to  me,  before  the  election  began,  mimnes, 
"  which  he  had  made  in  his  pocket -hook, 
"  of  the  cpntents  of  a  letter  from  the  Duke 
"  gf  Northumberland,  to  some  leading  men 
"  in   th^  parish,    who,    agreeably  to    the 
"  wishes  of  the  Duke,  had  commumcnted 
*^the  contents  of  tlie  letter  to  the  Chmch^ 
"  wardens;  which  contents  as  read  to  uie, 
'*  in  substance  we're,   that  the  Duke  was 
''  highly  offended  tliat  the  Miitister  could 
"  iind  no  other  ami  than  Mr.  ShcriJan,  te 
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^*  be  the  coljeague  of  Earl  Percy ;    that  h« 
•  amid  not  bring^himself  to  consent  to  his 
**  ton's  standing  with  such  a  man  as  Mr. 
•'  Sheridan,      Those    mintites,"  says  Mr, 
CobbeLt,  '*  contain  expressions  beyond  all 
**  measure  more  harsh  than  are  contained 
"  in  my  account  of  them  5   and  Mr.  Ste- 
**  phenson  well  knows,  that  I  have  kept  far 
•'  within  the  tknits  of  truth.'*    On  the  i5th 
of  Novembet;,  the  spirit  of  the  above  flimsy 
substance  consideraiUy    enlarged,  and  im- 
proved with  many  additions  never  before 
published;  was  placarded  on  tlie  corner  of 
every  street  j    but  it  i^  strange  that  this  <:ir- 
curastance,  which  .was  so  conducit*e  to  the 
interests  efjifr,  PituU,  shouki  liate  been 
kept  a  profound  secret  until  two  day^ 'before 
the  close  of  the  poll,  when  we  learned  from 
Mr.  Cobbett,  that  he  was  in  possession  of 
the  fact  previous  to  the  commeilcement  of 
the  Election.    The  advertisement  above  al- 
luded to,  was  the  ground  on  which  Mr. 
Paull's  fertile  imagination  cheated  those  §00  • 
imaginary  votes,  which  he  pledged  hrmsfe'If 
to  bring  forward  on  the  foUowmg  W&<nMf, 
—Hence  it  must  clearly  appear,  th>t  fbe 
whole  of  this  was  an  electioneering  trick. — 
i  shall  now,  .gentlemen,  bring  forward  an 
e%*idence  which  must  effectually  conftrte  and 
invalidate  the  rasn  and  unfounded  asseitK'ns 
of  Mr.  CobbeCf,  namely,  a  lotter  fecei^'Cd 
by  Mr,  Sheridan  from  the  Ohorch-wardcni 
of  St.  Martins,  signed  also  by  Mr.  Birnie:  on 
this  I  thall  (nake  no  comment,  as  the  fol- 
lowing letter  is  Incontrovertible. — "  Spring 
"  Garden  Coffee-housei  Nov.  l6,  1800.— 
'f  Sir, — In  answer  to  your  communication 
"  by  Mr.  k.  Johnston,  we  beg  leave  to  de- 
*'  clare,  that  no  kind  of  influence  has  been 
'*  "made  u>ie  of,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
"  by  the  Duke  of  Northamt)erIand,  or  any 
"  person  in  his  name,  in  this  parish,  on  the 
*'  part  of  Mr.  Paull ;  npr  did  we  ever  hear 
*'  of  any  letter  being  sent  to  the  vestry,  as 
**.  is  mentioned  in  the  bills  posted  about  the 
"  street*  last  night ;  nor  is  it  possible  such 
"  a  letter  could  haive  been  received  without . 
**  our  knowledge. — We  have  the  honour  to 
*'  be.  Sir,— R.  Bibkib,  Chairman  of  Sir  S. 
*'  Hood's  Commitlee.~^JoHN  Staton, 
*'  Churchwardea.**-— Mr.  Cobbett  himself 
declares,  p.  840.  *^The  condwct  of  this  no- 
"  blcman,  and  all  the  persons  acting  under 
^'  him.has  t)een  during  thecontestat  West- 
*^  minster,  truly  exemplary  and  constitution' 
*'  vl.    They  have  in  no  inttom^e  that  I  have 
**    keard  of,   attempted  to  interfere  in  the 
*'  e  eotioh.**    My  limits  will  not  allow  me 
to  m  ike  zfxj  remark  on  this  last  quotation, 
and,  Nudeed,  the  glaring  inconsistency  of 
Mr.  Cubbett  lenders  any  comfntnt  of  tn'me 


unoecessary.     Mr.  Cobbed  nj**    P^  ^^^« 
A  fact  has  comit  to  ligbt»  ^00,   wMcfa  I 
'*  have  great  pleasure  in  ma^ffkg,  becaose  it 
"  will  operate  as  a  oorre^cioii  of  «a  mirvoK, 
'^  into  which,  with  many  others,  I  was  led 
''  with  re^d  to   Lor4  Percy's    electton, 
''  tiameIy,Duit  there  hsd,  from   the  begin- 
'*  ning,   been  a    secret  voders tandii^  t>«- 
*^  tween  Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Sberidan.     It 
**  now  appears  from  aoqoestiocrabJe  aathori* 
"  ty,  that  tlierewas  no  such  understanding.** 
In  supposing  there  ever  had  been  a  cotkision 
between  the  Duke  and  Mr.  Sheridan^  how 
reasonable  it  wo^  hav«  beeh  that  a  inun 
acting  under  that  imppeanoa-,  whoihad  raised 
a  foul  and  lying  cry  against  Mr.  Sheridan, 
ahouDS  on  the  discovery  of  his  error  have 
ipade  apology  and  atonement,  mid  hAvt  en- 
deavpvired  to  repair  the  mischief  he '  had 
caus^)^)    instead    of  which,    Mr.   Cobbett 
see^s  totally  to  have  dist\j;ganled  asy  letter, 
pi  556,  in  which  I  told  him  that  such  a  re- 
port was  too  ridiciUous  to  require  an  answer, 
and  that  I  was  certain  he  himseif  did  not 
bnelieve  it;  and,  then,  fcMrsootb,  when  it  suits 
his  own  puq;>6se  two  months  afber,  'he  dsima^ 
tV«e  merit  of  this  discovery,  snd  acknow** 
ledges  that  he  has  been \le4  into  an  efo^i 
therefor^,  I  .hope  and  trusi»  Ibr^MpvjCpbhelt*^^    < 
credit  as  a'  rn^n  of  veracity  (hat  two  ^tooatbs.  ''" 
(len^dhe  wi^. publish  arecsnttflbn  df  bis 
present  errors,  though  h^  may  not  give  ro^ 
credit  for  the  truths  I.  hav>^  advaooed,  to 
which  I  can  have  no  nsanner  eloi^ectioni'— 
Gentlemen,   I  shall  gi.ve  jfou  aoetber  proof  > 
of  Mr.  Cobbett's  omstttency     In  one  Re- 
gister he  tells  you  of  die  risk  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan Hm  in  opposing  Lord  Bercy  \  in  the  fol- 
lowing Register  he  asserls,  there  would  have 
been  no  risk  m  so  doing,    Ju  the  JUgister 
of  Sept.  27,  p.  4S3,  he  wyi,  **  Thete  was 
**  indeed,  a  threat  throwi;^ eat  .in  a  tniniste- 
''  rial  paper,  that  Mr.  Sheridan  wonld  lose 
*'  his  place  if  he  pppoaed dia  Laid,  sod/ 
*  '^  am  of  opinion  that  sitch  wmuld  km  been 
'*  the  case:;     Again,  p.  44t,  Mr.  Cobbett, 
says,    "   I  am  certain  thit  if   in  sach  s 
'<  cause,  Mr.  Sheridin  had  had  the  comfge 
*'  to  expose  Im  piaccs  sad  hit  sett,  no  iffi- 
"  nister  in  ^iglmi  wmM  hare  deared  to    ' 
'*  touch  either. -J  ocHRrooneto  a  strong 
instance  indeed  of  Mr.  Cobbett's  sincerity 
and  consifteacy.    On  tlie  Tuetdnr  even'mg 
previoos  to  the  cowaneneemeat  or .  the  elec- 
tion, he  Mrrote  to  Mr.  Sheridan  the  €cSioW' 
ing  letter.     *'  Sir ;— To  be  direct  and  frank: 
"  has  always  been  my  course^  and  I  thiak  it 
'^  right  to  lose  not  a  moment  in  infbnaiDK 
•'  you,  that  upon  hearing  that  Lord  Psfsj? 
"  had  declined,  that  a  Pittite  was  to  be  set 
'*  ap  in  hit  stesd,  and  that  Mr.  PauH  moaal 
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*'  to  offer  himsdf,  1  immedialelf  «et  off  for 
*'  town,  to  lend  this  latter  gentleman  all  the 
'*  asiislanQ^il  mj  power,  however  trifling 
*^  thftlmajDej  yid,  ns  tfientain  olject  nf 
"  thUditttri  I  tMnk  it  rii^t  to  hifonn  yoa, 
''  that  Lam  well  awared  that  Mr  Piiull  does 
"  wd/  mean^  t^  ht  considered  as  opposed  to 
*'  ^otf,  and,  thai  if  tberd  should  be  any  hos- 
"  tility  sliewtt  bctwewB  you,  the  fault  wUl 
"  not  he  his,  or  tkot  ^J  his  friends  — I  am, 
"  Sir,  yours,  Ac.— Wm .  Cobbett."— On 
the  momiiig  of  the  Tery  same  day  on  which 
Mr.  Sfaeridtti  received  this  letter,  Mr.  P^dl 
addressed  to  that  most  tctlve  and  attached 
friend  of  Mr.  Siierkbo,  Mr.  Flnnerty,  a  let- 
ter as  foUows:  ^'  Dear  Str^ — 1  am  not  op- 
"  posing  Mr.. Sheridan.    Mr.  Cbbbett  is  at 
'*  my  hooae,  ted  w«  wftnt  flierely  to  speak 
<^  to  you,  without  attempting,  what  would 
"  be  both  improper  and  usetess,  to  weaken, 
''  m  aoy  shape,  your  attachment  to  Mr. 
"  Sheridan.    We  differ,  however,  with  yoa 
**  ttytaUy  about  oof  success,  I  tm  really  and 
"  sttcerdy  3rourf ,  Jambs  PAtrtL."-— -On 
die  agth  of  November,  appeared  in  Mr. 
Cobbett**  Register,  p.  640,  the  followii^ 
patifraph.  -"  Tbecn^  of  his  (Mr.  Sheri- 
*'  daB*s)  apibition  was  jnst  touchii^  his  lip, 
"  when  we  came  and  da^ed  it  to  the 
"  gPNMuid.'*      Now,  1  force  Mr.  Cobbetf 
into  dM»  ^KlanuBO,  and  let  hiiti  take  bis. 
cboioo  190IQ  which Jbera  of  it  h«  will  remain 
suspended.     Wet  he  sincere,  and'WasMr. 
IMl  sinoefe*  or  were  they  not,  in  their  de- 
claration, tliat  it  was  not  their  object  or  de- 
termifiatton  ee   oppose  Mr.   Sheridan?    If 
they  were  siiioere',  Mr^  Cobbett*s  vaunt,  that 
"  we  came  and  dashed  the  cop  from  his  lip 
'^  to  the  groovd,"  is  a  tkiastfitl  after-thought 
and  a  1^  on  themselves.    If  they  were  not 
sincere,  then  are  they  convicted  of  an  act  of 
base  hypocrisy  in  endeavouring  to  delude  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Sheridan  by  false  professions. 
Let  them  take  their  choice.     Being  on  the 
subject  of  Mn  Cobbett*9  sincerity  and  con- 
sistency^ I  nmat  hees*  bring  another  J  nstance., 
connected, iffHh  the V present  subject.    Mr. 
Cobbett  has  In  variooi  parts  of  his  Register 
(ootwitLstandiog  the«4ffrect  prool^^  to  the 
contrary  which  have  been  brought  forward, 
and  the  siiil  stronger  pttnyfe  which,  but  for 
Mr.  Shendaa*i  d^icxtf;  would  have  been 
produced)  ventured  ^assert,  that  the  over- 
tureii  for  an  iinderstanding  with  Mr.  Paul! 
were  naade  on  the  part  of  Mt.  Sheridan, 
and  this  be  todeavoiirs  Id  est^iblish'by  his 
statementof  Mr. Rod^ell's  cwiduct  on  the 
subject,  vide  p.  7^0^   in  which   he  affirms, 
there  had  been  Ian  <^fer  made  to  Mr.  Panll 
by  Mri  •  UodweH,    one  of  Mr.  Sheridan's 
•ommittee,  on  the  parr'  Y  Mr.  Sheridan,  to 
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split  votes  with  Mr.  Faull.  Now,  gentle- 
men, observe^  that  this  Mr.  Cobbett,  having 
insetted  with  the  most  frontlets  intrepidity, 
a  gross  and  foul  misrepresenta^on  respect- 
ing Mr.  RodweIl\  conduct,  he  abaolutdy  re- 
tnsed  to  ^ve  a  place  in  his  Register  to  Mr. 
Rod  weirs  dear  and  manly  reply  to  the  ca- 
lumny, though  published  in  most  of  the  pub- 
lic papers,  ami  which  i  shall  now  insert 

"  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Rodwell  to  Pe- 
''  ter  Moore,  E«i.  Chairman  of  Mr.  Sheri- 
"  dan's  Conttraittec-^Leieester- square,  Nov. 
'*  Id. — Sir, — In  answer  to  your  letter,  just 
''  received,  I  am,  in  the  first  place,  tb  in-  ' 
"  form  you,,  tliat,  instead  of  being  one  cf 
"  the  prindpal  persons  of  Mr.  Sheridan's 
*'  committee,  I  do  not,  andha\'e  not  attend- 
*^  ed  it  ai«ll;  nor  hav|i  I  bad  the  slijghtest 
"  intercourse  with  Mr.  S.  on  this  business, 
**  except  once  at  the  Cn)wn  and  Anchor, 
^  on  the  ISth  of  Sept.,  and  last  Sunday  in  a 
"  public  room  at  tl>e  Piaxxa  Coffee-house. 
*'  Mr.  8.  liievcr  made,  tiirough  me,  an^ 
"  proposal  of  any  sort  to  any  person  con- 
**  cemed  in  the  election.  I  avow  that  my 
*'  widiwts,  as  an  independent  individud 
"  dector  of  We^minster,  to  have  polled  for 
''  Mr.  8.  and  Mr.  Paull;  and  had  I  h?d  any 
.*'  intercourse  whatever  with  Mr.  S.  I  should 
**  liave  taken  the  liberty,  in  a  fair  and  man- 
*'  ly  way,  to  express  to  him  the  opinion  I 
*'  have  before  professed  $  but  I  wa«  pre- 
*'  vented  from  attempting  any  communica- 
''  tioB  with  htm„  by  the  advice  of  a  gentle- 
"  man  who  is  really  one  of  the  principal 
"  persons  of  his  committea  (1  mean  Mr. 
*'  Burgess,  Mr.  Sheridan's  solicitor),  and" 
"  who  assured  me  that  Mr.  S.  would  not 
*'  listen  to  mch  proposition,  I  afterwards  vo- 
"  ted  singly  for  Mr.  S.  The  letter  I  wrote 
"  to  Mr.  PauU,  was  not  on  the  day  of  Mr, 
"  Sheridan's  declared  union  witii  Sir  S. 
"  Hood,  but  on  the  evening  of  the  Stvndav 
"  preceding  the  day  of  nomination.  1  haw 
"  since  explaJDed  to  Mr.  Cobbett  his  mis- 
"  take  on  the  subject,  and  he  has  promise  d 
'*.  to  correct  it  in  his  next  number.  I  new 
*'  conclude  with  observitig,  that  I  do  net 
*'  feel  myself  called  upon  to  make  the  leaa 
*'  apolog)'  for  the  part  1  have  taken.  Pft- 
"  vious  correspondence  and  communicat'cn 
"  with  Mr.  PauU  justitied  my  writing  to 
"  him  in  the  ipanner  I  did ;  and  as-an  dec- 
"  tor  of  independent  mind  and  spirit,  i  had 
''  a  right  to  act  for,  and  to  judge  whom  I 
"  would  prefer  to  be  the  cdleagne  of  Mr, 
"  S.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your 
**  obedient  servant*  T.  Rodweli.."-^— 
Having  now,  gentlemen,  arrived  at  the  li- 
mits which  Mr.  Cobbett  allotted  to  me  \% 
thit  miciber,  I  nwul  d«ifer  till  my  next  tlif 
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liianymstances  I  can  bring  forward,  to  prove 
that  Mr.  C<>blSett's  libels  on  Mr.  Sheridan 
•daring  the  latd  election,  are  as  groundless 
and  unsubstantiated,  as  I  trust  yoo  are  now 
cdnvincedhis  attacks  on  Mr,  Sht  ridan*i»  c(  n • 
duct;ivere  with  respect  to  Ix)rd  Percy's  elec- 
tion.— I  have  the  honour  to  be,  gentleraen, 
Tour  ^'cry  obedient  huilible  servant,—— 
Monday,    Jan,    5,.  180;^..—  Fabdekick 

iloMAN.  \ 
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ContInential  War. — --Fifth  Bulletin 
(if  the  Grand Fretirh  Army: 

Jena,  October  15.  The  battle  ftfjfcena 

iins  wiped  away  the  disgrace  of  rhe  battle  of 
"Rosbach,  and  in  ^ven  days  concludeii  a 
campaign,  which  has  wljolly  quieted  all  the 
dreadful  preparation-;  for  war,  with  which 
-thc>  Prussian  heads  were  so  much  pos»es«ed. 
— ^The  followiiig  was  the  position  of  tha  ar- 
my on  the  1 3  th:  The  Grand  Djkeof  Bcr^ 
and  Marshal  Davoust  were  with  their  corps 
of  tlie  army  at  Nautnbui'g,  having  a  part  at 
Leipzig  and  Halle.  The  corps  of  Marshal 
Trince  Portte-Corvo  was  on  the  raaroh  to 
i:orae  up  to  Nuumburg.  The  corps  of  Mar- 
shal Lanues  advanced  to  Jena ;  tbe  corps  of 
'Marshal  Au^ereau  was  placed  in  the  position 
of  Kahja. — The  corps  of  Marshal  Ney  was  at 
Hotha.  1H.3  head  quarters  were  at  Gera. 
The  Emperor  was  on  the  niarcli  to  proceed  ■ 
to  Jena.'  The  corps  of-Marsiml  Soiilt^i^a^  [-^ve  tte» 
on  the  raarch  froni  Gem,  to  take  a  more 
-convenient  po^tien  upon  the  strait  road  from 
.Naunobu^'g  to  Jena. — — Th»  position  of  the 
xjnemy  was  .the  iollowing  :  The  King  of 
Prussia  wisheil  to  commence  hostilities  on 
the  9th  of -October,  by  bearing  dawn  his 
right  whig  on  Frankfort,  with  his  centre  on 
Wurtzbargh,  «iid  hit  left  wing  on  Bamberg. 
All  the  divtsiorts  of  his  army  were  disposed 
for  the  accomfAhhment  of  this  plan ;  but  the 
French  army,  turning  him  upon  the  extre- 
mity of  his  left  wing,  was  found  in  a  few 
days  afSaalburg,  at  Lobenstein,  at  Sclikitz, 
at  Gera,  and  at  Naumburgb.  The  Proasian 
army^,  seei^ig  (ts^f  turned,  ocaipied  the  days 
of  th^gth,  tOth,  lltb,  and  12th,  in  calling 
in  their  detachments;  and,  on  the  13th, 
formed  its^  into  order  of  battle  between 
*Capelsdorf,  being  about  ]  50,000  men  strong. 
-^On  the  13thi  fit  two  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, the  Emperor  came  to  Jena,  and  on  a 
small  ekvated  flat;  beset  by  our  advanced 
guwd,  reconnoitred  the  Jwsitions  of  the  ene- 
my, in  order  to  manoeuvre  in  such  a  way  as 
next  day  to  force  the  different  passes  on  the 


Saal,  and  so  to  fall  on.    Th«  enemy  made  a 
vigorous  oj>position,^nd  seemed  by  their  de- 
positions, on  an  inaccessible  position  on  tbe 
highway  between  Jena    and   Weimar,   to 
tliiiik  that  tbe  French  jcould  not  stretch  out 
upon  tlic  plain  witliout  previously  forcing 
that  passage.     It  did  not  appeac  possible,  iu 
foct,   to  bring  the  artillery  to  play  upon  the 
fiat,  whicb,  was  so  smaiJ,  that  four  battalioi^ 
could  scarcely  open  out  their  ranks  upon  it. 
—The  men  were  set  at  work  the.  whole 
nipht,  to  make  a  v/ay  over  tne  ruts,  and  at 
Ifugth,  succeeded  in  bringi r^g  the  artillery 
upon  tbe  height. — Mnrshal  Davoust  received 
orders  to  defend  tbe  passes  near  Nnuuiburg 
and   the  defiles  of  Xoefen,   as   the  enemy 
wanted  to  march  upon  NauailAirg,  m  order 
to  reach  Apolda,  and  fall  upon  hib  leai,  iu 
case  he  remained  in  the  situation  in  which 
he  th<?n  was.— The  ci.rps  of  Marslial  Prince 
Pbnte'Corvo  was  destined  to  stretch  out  by 
Naumburg,  in  oider  to  fall  upon  the  rear 
guard  of  tlie  enepiy,  in  cai^c  he  bent  strongly 
toward  Naumburg  or  Jena.---The  heavy  ca- 
valry, which  had  not  yet  come  up  with  the 
army,  could  not  be  ejui rely  brought  on  by 
mid-day.    The  cavalry  o(  the  imperial  guard 
was  at  the  di«>tance  of  3ti  hours  march,  lUJt- 
withstanding  the  heavy  journey  which  it  had 
periormed  since  it  teft   P;ri.«? ;  bvit  it  wai 
come  to  that  moment  of  ihe  va^,  when  no 
sinc^  coHfii4$^Uon  should  #utw^jkglvlo  de* 
of  the j*ivantag<^  of  being,  the 
iirbt  to«jeet  and  fall  upon  the  enemy. — TlvJ 
Emperor  •placed  the  whole  cocpA  of  Mar«b.^ 
Lannes  in   order  of  battle  upow    the  level 
height,  which  the  enemy  8ccme4  to.^ver- 
look — (they  occupied  a  position  over  against 
it).     This  corps  was  placed  under  the  car© 
of  G^.neral  Victor^  each  division  formed  a 
wing.     Marshal  JLefebvre  ordered  the  impe- 
rial guard  into  a  square  baualioai  upon  tlw 
highest  point.  Tiie  Emperor  ke|)t  the  watch 
in  the  midst  of  his  brave  men.     The  night 
presented  q  rem.jrkaUe  spectacle :   two  ar- 
mies, tiie  one  ot  winch  extended   its  front 
upon  a  line  of  six  hours  mwrdi,  fireij  the  air 
with  its  lights  5  the  other,  the  hghts  of  which 
seemed  to  bebrougfit  into  one  smail  point  ; 
and  in  the  one,  as  well  ;is  in  the  other,  all 
watchfulness  and  motion.    The  lights  of  the 
two  armies  were  at  half-cannon  shut  distune  e 
respectively ;     the    sentinels    were    alnioit 
touching,  and  there  Was  nut  a  single  motion 
on   either  side,  which  could  not  be  hean/ 
from  the  other. — ^The  divisions  of  M.irblwU 
Ney  and  Soult  took  up  the  whole  uight  in 
marching. 

To  If  continued. 
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TO  THE 

FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  ELECTORS 

OF  THE 
CITY  AKD  LIBERTIES  OP  WBSTMlKSTER. 

LETTER  V. 

Boiley,  Jan.  13,  180?. 
Geiitleme;^, 
Having  addressed  four  letters  to  you,  in 
the  preceding  volume  of  the  Register,  I  call 
tht«  the  fifth.  It  is  my  intention  to  conti- 
nne  the  series,  uutU  I  have  submitted  to  you 
all  the  observations,  that  shall  appear  to  me 
to  have  a  tendency  to  insure,  at  another  eke* 
tM,  the  success  of  Mr.  Paidl,  or  of  whatever 
other  caodidate,.or  catididatos,  shall  b#  found 
to  oflfer  themselves  as  the  determined  sup- 
porters oi  our  principles.  But,  iu  tbe4etter, 
yi^tush  1  have  now  th«  hMiour  toaddress  to 
ftXLr  it  will  be  necessary  foi  me  to  doofine 
myself  to  an  Wsw«r  to  tea  letters  published 

g^ttie  tcpm  the  ^v£  %  Mk.  FaBHiiaiaL 
tmxytj  WtM>»  irf^ar liann^appHed  to  me<  to 
kmm,  wbethtT'*.!  vrmM  Insert  a  d^entxof 
]M^.6^ritkinagatnsfcaiy  attacks  dttringthe 
Idte  conttst^  and  aAer  hairiag  ^btasned  my 
assurance,  4hat  andi  inaertion  ahoold  bo 
made,  sent  me  his  proa»tsad-idefeoQ&^  in  the 
two  letters,  <whkh  1  have  published,  and 
which  you  have,  probably/  seen  al  page 
>^d-of  the  preceding Toliiine,  andatpage 
S4ef  the  present. 

Mt.  Sheridan,  in  his  last  address  to  fats 
fnends,  of  ^vhom  Finer  Moore  was  •  at  the 
head,  had  said :  "  leave  Mr.  Cobbett  to 
*'  hioss^f  rely  en  ii^  there  is  not  a  man, 
*'  woman,  or  child,  la  Great  firitsja,  who 
"  brieves  one  word  thai  he  says.'*  Mr. 
Homan  quotes  this  passage  at  the  outset  of 
his  defbnoe,  and  he  says,  that  there  never 
was  '^  observation  more  just>  *^-  or  fitter  to 
"  be  applied  and  attended  to  >*'  of  the  sm»^ 
cerity  of  whkh  opinion  yon  will  want  no- 
ting to  Convince  you,  gentlemen,  when 
you  aee  this  Very  Mr.  Homan  appljring  for 
pomiasion  to  insert  a  defence  of  Mr.  Sierr* 
ibn  agiinst  the  statements  of  thia  same  Mr. 
Cobbett,  whfoh  statements  both  of  ihesn. 
were  quite  sure,  that  no  man,  woooan,  or 
cVld  would  believe  1  So  much  for  tlieir  mi- 
asrable  affectation  of  contempt  for  me>  an* 
aiaCtathiki. which  baarffnovipry&int  mscm* 


:~,  [6 

blance  to  the  **  damme •  who  ^-afraid"  of  a 
duellei,  when  he  is  going  trembling  to  the 
place  of  appointment. 

But,  you  will  ask,  "  who,  in  the  name  of 
all  that  is  obscure,  is  tliis  Mr.  Frederick  Ho- 
man." I,  unhaf^pUy,  asked  the  same  ques- 
tion, some  time  ago,  for  which  the  subject 
of  nay  question  has,  in  his  first  letter,  most 
severely,  though  I  will  not  say  uniustly,  pu- 
nished roe,  -i>y  iro^ming  on  me  the  task  of 
conv^iog  to  the  world  the  overflowings  of 
his  nauseous  vanity,  as  exhibited  in  an  ac- 
count of  his  deso«it.  We  heard  and  saw^ 
enough  of  high'Hood,  daring  the  election/ 
and  we  will  revive  the  subject,  by-and-by , 
when  we  come  to  speak  of  the  Phy- Attorns 
Difmer  to  ike  Shmiant.  At  present,  it 
will  be  best loieave  Mr.  Homan  to  the  ope« 
ration  of  diose  fishings,  which,  in  your 
nrnkU,  will  not  hk\Ao  have  been  excited  by 
his  empty  tioasi  aboat  superiority  of  blood. 
Personal] 7,  let  ns  leave  hiiu  in  perfect  cha« 
rity»  bo^ny  tliiK,  whether -by  his  scene- 
shifting  or  other  me«^,  lie  &i*y  always  be 
able,  liKe  yocr  and  itie,  to  procure  an  honest 
livelihoods  and  ihati> when  old  age  or  sick- 
ness overtake  him>  hi^  high-bk)oded  rela- 
tions, may  be,  contrary  to  the  practice  of 
many  of  them,  dnposed  to  support  him 
without  luTMog  Tecoorse  to4he  purse  of  thcr 
public. 

In  a  defence  oi  Mr.  Sheridan'a  (induct, 
during  the  last  «le6tion,  I  eitpected,  'and  f 
dare  aajT  you  did,  tt  attempt,  at  least,^to  re- 
fute the  several  charges,  which^during  that 
contest,  and  immediately  aftet  it,  we  had 
madeaga'mst  thai  gentleman,^  and,  in  the 
profksulgatmg  erf*  wt&hl  had  had  ndlncon- 
siderabte  share?  Bui>  ^ntlenoen,  ih  place 
ofa^lefence  ^f 'Mr/Sheri^kn,  Mr.^oman 
has  RMlde  an  atfscfc  upon  me,  ^nd.  Ites,  by 
such  oieaBt  as  ha  ia  master  of,  made,  in  his 
second  letter,  divers  attempts  to  fix  upon 
•  me  the  chatge  o( inconsistency,  andihe  still 
heavier  chaf^e^of  insincerity^  if  not  e£  down-^ 
righi  fali^Zid^  To4se  eonsistent,  to  act 
^  wTth6itIc€f4^itaBdtospaak<hetrut]r*,  to  be 
regarded,  according  to  the  good  c3d  phrase, 
as-  '"a  trge'frm^'^  by  all  who  know  or  heaf 
of  me,  ia^  my  highest  ambltien  $^  and,  I  beg 
yoo  to  b^  assurc<l,vrbat,  amongst  all  man- 
lEwd>  tbere^y-ne  body*  of  pen^  amongst 
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vhom  I  am  so  anxious  to  be  thought  wor- 
thy oF  this  character,  as  amongst  you.  llius 
feeling,  you  will,  I  Iiope,  excuse  me,  if  I 
trespass  a  few  minutes  upon  your  patience, 
while  I  prove  that  these  charges  are  un- 
founded. 

.Mr.Homan,  in  order  to  shew,  that,  when 
the  first  vacancy  for  Wesuiiinster  took  place, 
I  had  no  objection  to  Air,  Sherulan  as  a  re- 
,  presentjit'we  of  that  great  and  enlightened 
city,  quotes  from  that  address  of  mine  to 
you,  in,  which  I  declined  standing  myself, 
and  which  was  published  in  the  newspapers, 
under  the  date  of  Idth  September,  a  pas- 
Mge,  evidently,  he  says,  intended  to  prevent 
yoU  from  electing  Lord  Perq',  and  not  Jess 
evidently,  of  course,  intended  to  aid  Mr. 
Slieridan,  who^'as,  at  that  time,  well  known, 
to  be  the  other  candidattt*  if  liiere  was  to  be 
any  other.  Mr.  Homan*s  premises  here  are 
perfectly  true  5  but,  his  conclusion,  there- 
from drawn,  will,  1  am  persuaded,  appear  to 
be  perfectly  false.  My  address,  just  meu- 
•fioned,  was  written  at»  and  sent  from,  Bot- 

ley.  I  had  been  in  Westminster  a  few  days  1  a  rrequem  nrium  «i  mc  rj^cicisc  ui 
before,  I  bad  ascertained,  with  sorrow,  that  )  ele<?!ive  rights,  talked  to  you  about 
Sir  Francis  £qrdett  bad  insirperable  objec- 
tions to  becoming  a  cundidate.  Next  to 
bim  I  thought  myself  tlie  iittest  man,  that  I 
cookl  then  call  to  mind,  to  represent  you ; 
because  I  bad  formed  a  resolution  never  to 
touch  the  public  money  as  long  as  I  lived, 
and  because  I  was  cwjvinccd,  that,  greatly 


«k£cient,  in  point  of  talent,  as  I  might  be, 
an  ample'compeosation  for  that,  would,  if  I 
had  uudertaken  the  task,  been  tbund  in  my 
industry  and  my  zeal.  I,  therefore,  retuhi- 
ti  home  not  quite  decided  as  to  what  course 
I  myself  should  pursue  $  but,  that  time  for 
feefleotioo^  which,  amongst  many  other  ex- 
cellent advantages,  a  distance  from  the  bus- 
tle of  the  raettopoiis  and  the  convict  of  opi- 
^ous  and  passions  affords,  produced  the  de- 
lerroinatioB  expressed  in  my  address.  There 
(hen  remained  to  me  a  choice  between  Lord 
Percy  and  Mr,  Sbertdan,  -which,,  without 
any  disrespect  here  impl^  towards  either  of 
them,  was,  with  m^,  a  choice  of  evils.  Some 
persons,  agreeing  with  me  perfectly  in  all 
yreat  political  principles,  thought,  that,  of 
the  two,  T^rd  Percy  "W^s  to  be  prefered ; 
because,  though  the  choice  of  him  would 
assimilate  tbe  cityof  We^minster  ^ith  the 
iamily  boroughs,  the  d>jections  ag9in6t  Mr, 
Sheridan,  as  being  a  place-man  and  so  gross 
a  political  apostate,  were  still  lAore  power- 
ihl.  Such  wasr  evidently,  t>e  opinion  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett^  who,  up^  the  gTPund 
•f  objectton  to  Mr.  Shehdati,  itidiiot  of  ap- 
probation of  Lojpd  Percy,  hesitated  not  in 
protnbing  hts  vuft  tp  the  latter.  My  opinion 
l^as  dij^rf  9t.    in  ebjeot^ea  to  Bir,  ^ridan 


£ 
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I  went  the  full  length  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  j 
but,  my  objection  to  Lord  Perq'j  my  fear 
of  seeing  Westminster  partitioned  between 
a  great  family,  of  endless  means  of  influence 
on  one  part,  and  the  Treasury  on  the  other 
part  J  my  dread  of  seeing  your  voice,  here- 
tofore the  instructor  of  the  rest  of  the  na- 
tion, the  reprover  of  the  corrupt  and  the  en- 
coiirrigcr  of  the  independent,  the  terror  of 
e\il-doer8  and  the  praise  of  those  that  did 
well ;  the  dread  ot  seeing  this  voice  stifled 
for  ever,  wns,  with  me,  far  greater  than  any 
apprehensions  founded  upon  tiie  character  or 
conduct  of  Mr.  Sheridan.  Besides,  an  t Lo- 
tion was  wanted;  and,  gentlemen,  for  there 
to  be  an  election  of  a  new  candidate,  there 
must  be  an  opportunity  afforded  for  the  elec- 
tors to  give  their  votes,  which,  if  Lord  Percy 
was  left  to  be  chosen  by  the  mere  mummer}'' 
of  half  a  dozen  toad-Caters,  could  not  be  «he 
case.  This  doctrine,  indeetl,  is  very  tliffer- 
ent  from  that  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  who,  after 
having  fot*  twenty  years,  been  bawling  for 
^ch  a  reform  as  should  restore  to  the  people 
a  frequent  return  of  the  exercise  ot  their 

an 
ef^cfion  farmer  as  imsuited  to  the  time  when 
.Mr.  Fox's  remains  were  to  pass  through  the 
streets  of  your  city ;  but,  with  me,  gentle- 
men, the  affording  vou  an  opportunity  of 
voting,  was  a  considerition,  which,  ak)ne, 
vi'ould  have  induced  me  to  support  Mr.  She- 
ridan (seeing  that  no  othef  mqn  was  to  bo 
found)  in  opposition  to  Lprd Percy;  and, 
when  you  view  this  as  a  reason  in  addition 
to  tho«c  before  given,  you  will,  I  imagine,* 
not  perceive  any  inconsistency  in  my  con- 
duct, in  wishing  to  support  Mr.  Sheridan  in 
opposition  to  Lord  Percy,  and  in  opposing 
Mr.  Sheridan,  when  he  was  opposed  to  Mr. 
Pgiill,  whose  principles  and  whose  conduct 

were  such  as  1  most  fully  approved  of. 

Mr.  Jf oman  says,  in  rather  more  words  than 
were  necessary,  that,  as  soon  as  I  found  that 
Mr.  Sheridan  was  not  to  be  foirced  into  ^ 
contest  with  Lord  Percy,  I  began  to  attack 
him,  ^nd  to  censure  those  who  passed  a  vote 
at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  on  the  18th  of 
Sept.  declarfpg  him  to  t)e  the  inost  fit  person 
to  represent  the  city.  So  I  did^  and  was  I 
not  perfectly  consistent  in  so  doing  ?  Had  I 
not,  bet<>re,'  wished  yoo  to  support  him 
against  Und  Percy,  and  upon  no  other 
ground  ?  Had  he  not  disappointed  you,  and 
deceived  you  with  his  theatrical  declamation 
and  tejcirs?  Had  he  not  thrown  you  into  tho 
bands  of  Lord  Percy  ?  And,  did  1  ever,  in 
die  whole  course  mf  nly  life,  let  fell  an  e>  - 
pression  encouraging  the  idea,  that  I  thought 
him  the  fittest  person  to  represent  you  \  If, 
indeed,  when  I  called  npon  you  to  support 
him  10  preference  to  Lord  Percjr#  I  baid^v 
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lolled  Lis  cliaracter^  or  his  former  conduct, 
tten,  I  might  have  Iruly  been  accused  of  in- 
consistency, in  afterwards  reprobating  that 
character  and  that  conduct  J  but,  as  the  facts 
are,  and  the  facts  that  I  have  aow  stated  no 
oiie  can  deny^  as  the  facts  are  exhibited 
even  in  the  garbled  pr^fbises  of  Mr.  Homan 
himself,  bis  conclusion,  containing  the  accu- 
sation, i^  I  aiB  sure  you  will  perceive,  totals 
\y  false. 

This  mention  of  my  wish  "  to  force  Mr. 
Sheridan  into   a  contest  wiili   Ix^rd  Percy'*  i 
would,  in  a  mind  somewhat  more  lucid  tlian 
than  that  of  Mr.   Human,  naturally  have 
connected  itself  with  another  part  ot  his  re- 
marks, wherein  he  seems  to  believe  that  he 
has  exposed  a  frciih  instance  of  inconsistency 
in  me.    But,   first,   of  tlie  forcing.     Who 
forced  Mr.  Sheridan  to  have  a  meeting  of 
hU  friends  atJSomerset  Place,  on  the  Sunday 
evening  preceding  the  meeting  at  tlie  Crown 
and  Anchor  ?  Who  forced  his  friends  to  call 
tliat  meeting  ?  Vn'ho forced  him  to  go  to  that 
meeting?   Who  forced  a   committee  to  l>e 
formed,  with  his  own  attoi;ney,  Mr.  Burgess 
at  the  head  of  it  ?  Had  all  this  not  been  done 
by  himself,  never  would  he  have  entered  into 
my  mind  as  a  trandidate  for  Westminster.  So 
that,  as  to  the  forcing,  ail  that  I  wisl>ed  to 
do  was  (sin(^  no  otliei;  man  was  to  be  found) 
to  make  him  stick  tQ  the  collar,  after  he  him- 
self had  v^untarily  thrusted  his  head  into  it; . 
and,  when  he  proved  jadish,  was  I  not,  gen- 
tlemen, warranted    in    lajihing    him? 

Now,  as  to  the  cajise  of  this  jadishness  Mr. 
Homan  states,  as  a  proof  of  my  inconsisten- 
cy, that,  in  my  former  letters  to  you,  J  had 
expressed  a  conviction,  that,  from  the  be- 
ginning, there  had  been  an  understanding 
between  Mr.  Sheridan  and  the  Duke  of 
N'orthmnberland's  Stewaid,  Mr.  Wilson,  to 
ieliver  yon,  bound,  hand  and  foot,  into  the 
bnds  of  Lord  Percy.  Next  he  states,  that 
tie,  apon  the  authority  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  told 
ne  that  tjiis  was  not  the  case;  and  that  I 
till  persevered  in  my  q/inion.  But,  that, 
ince  th^  last  election,  I  have  said,  that  it 
*  now  appears  from  unquestionable  authority, 
^  that  I  was  in  error  upon  that  point,  and 
'  that  there  bad  been  no  such  under«tand- 
'  ing.**  Gentlemen,  can  you  perceive  any 
iconslstency  in  this?  But,  uhy  did  I  change 
}y  first  opinion  .'  JFhy  do  I  ?wiv  believe 
ut  there  was  no  such  understanding,  having 
pfore  r<?jected  the  solemn  assurances  of  Mr. 
heridan,  conveyed  to  me  and  to  the  p-jhlic, 
»roggh  Mr.  Homan  ?  Because  I  am  now 
»ld  by  Major  Cartwright  that  Mr.  Wilsoiv 
ip  there^  was  no  such  understanding ;  and, 
I  beliere  Mr.  Wilson  in  preference  to  Mr. 
btruiau»/   tbB  bttcr  snaj  iind  fduU  with  my 
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taste,  but  certainly  has  no  ground  whereori^ 
to  maintain  against  roe  a  charge  of  incon- 
sistency.  Having  refuted  the  charge  of 

inconsistency,   I  will  not,    like    poor  Mr. 
Chalmers  upon  the  subject  of  the  Pursuits  of 
Literature,  take  up  your  time  rn  an  endea- 
vour to  shew,   that    my   former   opinion, 
though  proved  to  be  erroneous,  ought  to  have 
been  correct ;  but,  I  must  just  obs<*ne,  that, 
if  Mr.  Sheridan's  conduct,  upon  the  'xcasion 
referred  to,  was  not  ascribable  tc^  tin?  mo- 
tive then  supposed,  he  does  not  gaui  ruLh 
with  Uj»  from  the  statement  gf  Mr.  Ho'.^t-^. 
who  ascribes  it  to  the  influence  o{  his  V*- . 
friends,  joined  to  the  dreaded  power  of  '.:: 
ministers  and  the  known  wish  of  an  *"  i!l  s- 
trious  personage."     Jn  one  caso  *8  in  i;  e 
other  you  were,   by  him,  delivered  into  iLe 
hands  of  Lord  Percy;  all  the  difierence  be- 
ing,, with  respect  to  himself,   that,  in    the. 
former  case,  selfisliness  and  knavery,  and,  in 
the  latter,  vanity  and  felly,  must  have  been 
the  preponderating  ingredients  in  his  conduct. 
Mr.  Homan  inserts  two  sentences,  taken 
from  two  separate  letters  of  mine  to  you,  in 
thetormer  of  which,  written  on  the  25th  of 
September,  I  observe,  that  there  was  a  para- 
graph in  one  of  the  ministerial  papers,  threat- 
ening Mr.  Sheridan  wiih/A^  loss  of  kis  place 
if  he  opposed  Lord  Percy,  and  I  add,  "  wy 
opinion  is,  tliat  tvch  would  hove  been  ihi^ 
case,'*    Then  he  contrasts  this  with  a  sen- 
tence in  my  letter  of  the  9th  of  October, 
wherein  I  say,  that  "  if,  iri  mch  a  canst  \ 
(having  before  dwelt  upon  the  nature  of  the 
cause  and  pointed  out  the  manly  line  of  eoa- 
duct  which  he  ought  to  have  pursued)  "Mr. 
"  Sheridan  had  had  the  courage  to  expose 
^'  his  places  and  his  seat,  no  min'tslerinEng* 
"  land  would  have  dared  to  touch  either.^' 
I  Now,  gentlemen,  this,  taken  at  the  very  ut-, 
}  most,  amounts  to  no  more  than  a  chnnsje  of 
opinion  j  and  as  such  I  would  leave  it,  espe- 
cially as  it  M  ill  manifestly  appear,  from  a 
reference  to  the  letters  in  question,   that  the 
change  did  notarise  from  any  desire  to  main- 
tain what  was   not  true.     Bat,  when  you. 
consider,  that,  between  the  25th  of  Sq^tem- 
ber  and  the  9th  of  October,  the  meetings  at 
the  Crown  and  Anchor  had  taken  plnct*,  and 
had  given  proof  of  a  ^reat  ferment  in  the 
minds  ot  the  people  ot  Westminster ;  and 
when  you  perceive,  that,  in  the  last  quoted, 
letter,  I  had  been  supposing  a  case,  in  wliicU 
Mr.  Sheridan  would   have   thrown   himself 
upon  your  protection,  selling  all  Whig  cro- 
nies and  all  Carleton-house   politics  at  de-' 
fiance,  a  case  far  different  from    the  one 
supposed  in  the  tirst  letter,  where  he  was  re- 
garded as  n^erely  seeking  his  own  views 
dinging  all  tkd  vhii^  to  hii  party  cc^na^ 
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ions;  wh?nyt)u  consider  these  circumstan- - 
ces,  gentlt»men,  f  am  persuaded  Mr.  Homan 
will  iu)\  obtatn  from  yoii  even  the  credit  of 
having  detected  in  me  a  change  o(  opinion. 

In  page  60  of  the  preceding  sheet,  Mr. 
Homan  copies  my  letter  to  MV.  Sheridan 
upon  my  arrival  in  Westminster,  just  pre- 
vious to  the  election.  What  do  I  say  in  that 
letter?  Why,  that  / />rf/pf^r.  Sheridan  to 
the  ministnial  erect  tare,  the  Pittite  CommO' 
dote',  a\id  that  Mr.  Vzv\\\  does  not  mean  to  be- 
considered  as  opposed  to  Mr.  Sheridan*  This 
was  ihs  truth  J  and  I  said,  at  every  stage  of 
the  election,  **  give  me  Sheridan  in  prefer- 
ence to  Hood}"  because  it  was  evident,  that 
this  latter  was  set  up  by  the  ministers  alone, 
and  for  the  crafty  purpose  of  stealing  the 
votes  of  unthinking  people  by  the  exhibition 
of  a  shortened  arm,  and  thus  to  shut  out 
some  man  who  might  have  been  actually  in 
the  House,  and  upon  whose  conduct  tl  • 
people  would  have  had  their  eyes.  This 
sentiment  was  never,  as  you  well  know,  dis- 
guised by  me  upon  any  occasion  5  and,  in  no 
one  instance  did  I  e\'er  ask  an  elector  for  his 
second  vote,  if  his  other  vote  was  promised 
to  Hood,  compared  with  whom,  as  to  this 
transaction,  Mr.  Sheridan  is.  in  my  opinion, 
an  angel  of  light.  **  I  hate  the  Pittite  Com- 
modore,*' was  a  phrase  repeated  by  me  fifty 
thousand  times,  and  1  repeat  it  now,  upon 
liuturc  refiectioo,  with  asmucii  sincerity  fts 
ever.  AH  this  you  know  well.  It  hds  been 
itatcd  before  in  print  j  and,  indeed,  my  let- 
ter ta  Mr.  Sheridan,  above  referred  to,  is 
now  brought  forward  by  Mr.  Homan,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  showing,  that  we  wanted 
to  sf)iit  votes  with  Mr.  Sheridan  (the  object 
Mt'hicfi  it  was  at  first  published  for),  but,  in 

-  order  to  suspend  me,  as  he  is  so  good  as  to 
Call  it,  upon  one  horn  or  the  other  of  a  di  • 
lemma.-^— As  Aotr,  think  you.  Gentlemen? 
Why,  after  having  cited  m  v  letter,  he  quotes 
.  .3  part  of  a  sentence,  whicn,  in  his  brogue, 
be  calls  a  paragraph,  from  ray  first  letter  to 

.  Mr.  Windham,  thus:  "  The cuprof  his  (Mr. 
•  SherTrtan's)  ambition  was  just  touching 
"  hixiips,  when  we  came  und  dashed  it  to 
•*-:  the  ground."  Now,  says  he,  either  Mr. 
Cobbett  was  insincere,  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Sheridiin,  or  he.has  here  published. a  boastful 
after-thought  j  so  that,  I  anr  told  to  take  my 

choice  between  "  base,  hypocrisy,"  and 
vain -boasting..  'Verily,  if  I  were  to  acknow- 

'  Wi5^the  Initcr  charge  to:  be  just,!  think 
Mr.   Homan's  example-  ouglit,^  with    his 

fiends  at  leai^t,  to  keep  me  in.  countenance  j 
f)f,  r-shoirtd-W^'^myhand  a  long  while,  be- 
fore I  should  be  able  to  match  uTm  in  this 

•  way.  But,  as  I  by  no  means  covet  the  ho- 
nour vf  such  soc^ty,   I  must  insist,  that 
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while  I  was,  as  I  have  Before  stated,  perfect- 
ly sincere  in  my  letter  to  Mr.  Sheridan,  I 
was  as  periectlv  correct  in  my  statement  re- 
lating to  our  having  disap|>ointed  the  ambi- 
tion of  that  gentleman.  We  did  dash  the 
cup  of  bis  ambition  from  his  lips ;  we  did 
this,  and  he  well  knows  it  f  we  sunk  him, 
and  for  ever  sunk  him,  as  a  popi^l^r  charac- 
ter j  we  put  him  down,  never  to'  rise,  nor 
ev^  to  |)eep  up  again:  but,  because  such 
was  the  result  of  his  double-dealing  and  hia 
folly,  and  of  our  frankness,  resolution,  ac- 
tivity, and  superior  talents,  is  it  thence  to  be 
concluded,  that,  before  the  contest  began, 
we  wished  that  such  should  be  the  result  > 
We  wished  to  see  him  succeed  against  the 
yellow-ribboned  Pittite j  we  wished  to  see 
him  in  parliament  in  preference  to  that  mi- 
nisterial creature;  we  wished  not  to  extin- 
guish him ;  in  the  hours  of  our  brightest 
hopes,  in  the  hours  of  our  greatest  confidence^ 
sorrow  for  "  poor  Sheridan,*'  was  a  gene- 
ral, if  not  an  unanimous,  sentiment ;  but^ 
if,  in  our  exertions  to  support  Mr.  Paull>  we 
did  extinguish  him,  shall  we  not  be  pv*rmit- 
ted  to  state  it,  without  exposing  ourselves  to 
the  charge  of  vain  boasting  ? 

Another     charge,    which    Mr.    Homan 
prefers  against  me,  is,  that  I  nfused  to  insert 
in  my  Register,  a  letter  of  Mr.  Rodwell,  one 
of  Mr.  Shcridan^s  most  active  and  zenlutis 
friends.     And^  gentlemen,  when  you  have 
read   Mr.  Pod  weirs  letter,    in  page  ^2,   I 
must  beg  to  call  your  recollection  to  the  cir- 
cumstances, whence  it  arose.     Mr.  Sheridan, 
after  he  had  had  the  unexampled  meanness  to 
form  a  coalition  with  the  Pittite  Comme- 
dore,  began  to  feel  the  severity  of  our  stripes^ 
for,  to  say  the  truth,  we  did  not  spare  him. 
Boiling  with  revenge,  and  having  no  fa^r 
means  of  vengeance,  he  gave  it  out,   and 
even  stated  in  print,  that  he  wonld.publish  a 
letter,  wherein  I,  in  beh.ilf  of  Mr.  Panll,  had 
offered  to  split  votes  with  him.     Of  this  1 
accused  him  one  day  when  he.  had  been,  bj 
his  friends,  prevailed  upon  to  sliow  his  iacc 
.at  the  hustings.    After  a  good  deal  of  foul- 
tering  about  the  matter,  out  came  thy  Jeiter 
in  print,  together  with  another  priviite  let- 
ter, which  Mr.  Paull  had,  about  the  sani» 
time,  written  to  Mr.  FInnerty,  whpna  Mr. 
Sheridan,  the.  "  delicate'*  Mr.  Sheridan,   ra 
Mr.  Homan  calls  him,  had,  in  an  unguarded 
moment,  1  hope,  prevailed  over  so  far  as  to 
join  him  iii  this  new  and  higlv-blooded  spe- 
cies of  political  warfare ;  and^^  that  the  man- 
ner of  the  publication  might  be  wortliy  .of  tlie 
•  <ict-.it^lf,  Peter  Moore  wascliosen  as. the  he- 
rald.  Mr.  Sheridan  had  said»  that  he  treated 
our  proposition  with  scorn;  but,  hoping  that 
I  had  lo^t  his  naswer  u>  my  letter,  be  svp^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


f^^ 


1ANUAI17'I7,  \9Cff.^^lechrs<if  WeHmmsHr. 


174 


pressed  tt  in  his  publication^  and  was  much 
surprized  when  he  soon  after  saw  it  in  print, 
ekanktng  me  for  my  frankness,  as  will  ap- 
pear Troitt  ih6  copy  of  the  letter  inserted  in 
my-  lOth  volume,  pagfe  ^58.    In  comrtieiUihg 
upon  this  unpatialleled  instance  of  *'  gentle- 
cnably"  cbnduct,  I  took  occasion  to  state, 
that  though  ire  had  made  no  such  overtures 
to  him,  /reliad,  through  Mr.  Rodwell,  one 
of  his  cotnmittee,  made  such  an  overture  to 
us,  and  that,  loo,  at  the  very  time,  when  his 
coalition  with  the  tittite  Comnvxlore  must 
have  befen  in  agitation  j  in  answer  to  which 
proposition,  I,  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Paul],  tOld 
Mr.  Rodwell,   that  that  gentleman  had  all 
along  resolved  not  to  have  any  connection 
tdth  eillier  of  the  other  candidates,  a  reso- 
lution to  which  he  still  adhered.     See  the 
letter  in  Vol.  X.  p.  808.     Rodwell,  there- 
fore, when  he  saw  the  private  letters  of  Mr. 
Paull  and  me,  published  with  a  view^  ma- 
king the  world  believe,  that  we  had  pro- 
posed a  cf^ilition,  went  to  both  Peter  Moore 
*nd  Mr.  Sheridan,  showed  them  this  letter 
of  mine,  and  begged  them  to  print  it  also, 
wJdch  they  refused)  and,  when  he  offered  it 
lot  publication,  at  the  press  of  the  no-less- 
dcltcate  Mr.  Perry  6i  the  Morning  Chroni- 
•ck,  it  was  rejected,  upon  the  pretext,  that 
the  editor  was  rtot  at  home.      After  thi» 
statement,   not  a  word  of  iVhich  can  be  de- 
'tiied,    it  does,  indeed,   require  no  scanty 
Mock  6f  tJrt^s  for  a  partisan  of  Mr.  Sheridan 
ko  accuse*  me  of  a  want  of  fairness  in  refusing 
to  insert  that  letter  of  Mr.  Rodwell,  which 
will  be  found  in  page  62,  and  which,  as  the 
iieddcr  will  perceive-,  was  intended  to  show, 
that  Mt.  Rodwell  was  not  one  of  Mr.  She- 
ridan's   committee,    as    I    had    supposed, 
mid  that  his  proposition  to  Mr.  Paull  was 
tniAt  without  Mt.  Sheridan's    knbwledge. 
Supposifig  me  to  have  refused  insertion  to 
this  letter,  should  I  not  have  been  fully  jus- 
tiHeil  after  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  Pe-. 
\tr  Moore,   tiv^  their  hireling  printer,  Mr. 
I'fef ry,  in  Whose  paper,  obsi^rve,  n'otiiing  of 
Mf.  Pauirs  tH'as  to  be  inserted  without  pay- 
ing for  It  at  ^d  tlibst  exorbitant  and  scancia- 
Jbus  rate  ? 'No,  gentlemen  j  I  should  not; 
fiid,  1  ttiiJft,  you  will  never  hear  me  plead 
in  my  defence,  the  example  of  "  the  Right 
Hhnourahlt*  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan.  Let 
Mm  |>ublish  private  letters  for  the  purpose  of 
fals^ood  add  suppress  the  lu^swers  to  tliose 
lettefs..    Let  hirti,*  like    the    mountebank, 
^y  oiF  Bis  thousands  of  tricks,  while  i  like 
ite  taiIo>,    fallow  my    honest  profession; 
and  I  shall,  like  the  latter  who  Had,  irt  the 
I      4abiy9  of  sun-shine,  beeh  mocked  by  the  for- 
xaer/sieiefelm,  if  the  irtnchiflg  times  overtake 
:    ot.'  ztk  dbj€(:(  of  CQinpassion  at  my  feet.  No : 


I  plead  no  such  example.  The  f.^c's  with 
respect  to  Mr.^RodwelPs  letter  are  these. 
You  wHl  see  by  i^sd.lte,  that  it  wris  written 
on  the  l6th  of  November.  Tlie  I6rh  of 
November  was  a  Sunday,  Of  coure,  it 
could  not  possibly  hate  appeared  in  the  Re- 
gister untif  a  week  pfierwards,  which  brought 
us  to  the  22d  of  November ;  and  you  know, 
gentlemen,  that  the  election  nided  on  IHd' 
fiesday,  the  l^th  of  Nor  em  I  er.  Alter 
Wednesday,  I  hod  to  write  tJio  Register  of 
the  next  Saturday,  which  must  alwayA  be  in 
the  printer's  hands  by  Friday  noo^.  Refer 
to  Wh«nt  I  wrote  that  week,  and  say  if  you 
think  I  had  much  time  to  bestow  upon  ibe 
unimportint  letter  of  Mr.  Rodwell.  To  s»y 
positively  that  the  letter  was  not  presented 
to,  or  8eht  to  me,  is  more  than  I  should  like 
to  do,  when  I  consider  liow  many,  I  may 
say  many  hundreds,  6f  obj^ts  were,  during 
that  week,  pressing  upon  my  mind;  but,  1 
do  not  recollect  that  it  was  -,  I  do  not  believe 
that  it  was  5  and  I  positively  assert,  that  I 
never  refused  it  admission  5  because  I  never 
in  my  life  refosed  admission  to  any  thing 
containing  a  complaint  against  myself,  pro- 
vided it  came  in  an  authenticated  shape. 
The  result  is,  that,  if  the  letter  had  been  in- 
serted, it  could  not  pessllly  have  done  Mr. 
Sheridan  any  good,  or  us  any  harm,  the 
election  being  over  some  days  before  the  let- 
ter would  have  appeared ;  that  there  could 
be  no  motive  for  my  excluding  it,  as  it  con« 
tained  a  correciioa  of  a  mert;  error  as  to  the 
electioneering  capacity  of  Mr.  Rodwell,  wlw), 
if  not  a  committee  ra^,  was  as  active  as  if 
be  had  been  ;  that  the  strong  probability  is, 
that  the  insertion  of  the  letter  never  was  ap- 
plied for  5  and,  that  as  to  the  refusal^  as  it  i  % 
a  fact  which  Mr.  Homan  coifld  not  possilhf 
know  of  himself,  he  never  having  spoken  to 
n^  in  his  life,  and  never  havifig  heard  from 
me  upon  that  subject,  I  shall,  however  pain- 
ful th«  thought,  be  compelled  tp  consider 
this  high-blooded  Bishop's  nephew,  thiMigh 
"  nearly  connected  with  one  of  the  first  fa- 
milies in  this  kingdom,*'  tbe  inventor  as  well 
as  the  promulgator  of  a  wilful  falshopd,  until 
he  call  produce  proof  oi  bis  statement  having 
been  grounded  upon  credible  testimony. 

By  this  time,  gentlemen,  you  will  have 
been  satisfied,  that  Mr.  Sheridan  has  got. a 
hopeAil  defender.—^ — ^There  remains  only 
one  charge,  and  that  is  so  grossly  foolish  ^s 
well  as  false,^  that  I  can  hardl)  bring  myself 
to  waste  a  m,oment  of  your  time  upon  it. 
But,  tw  I  ha%^  trespassed  upon  yot  r  indul- 
gence \7ith^  refutation  of  all  the  rest,  Imay 
as  wtjD,  by  way  of  conclusion,  notice  this  al- 
so.— ^Mr.  Homan,  atp^jjje  5S.  makes  three 
extracts  from   n  y.foiiwrr- Iciursio  yon,  alj 
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expressive  of  my  disapprobation  of  Lord 
Percy  as  a  member  for  WeUmiyister.  What 
he  makes  these  extracts  for  it  is  utteily  im- 
possible for  me  to  say  i  for,  no  contrast  does 
he  attempt  to  make;  no  inference  dpes  he 
draw,  or  suggest,  or  hint  at.  He  goes  on, 
indeed,  through  the  whole  letter,  as  I  call  it 
for  want  of  a  fitter  name,  stringing  togetjier 
extract  npon  extract,  by  the  means  of  sense? 
less  copulative  sentences,  just  like  a  journey -^ 
man  Reviewer,  who  is  employed  (o  praise  or 
condemn  books  at  so  much  a  yard,  and  who, 
"wlien  he  cai  ries  his  work  home^  has  it  regu-; 
larly  measured  by  his  master.  But,  what, 
again  I  ask,  could  Mr.  Honr^aq  string  toge- 
ther these  last-mentioned  extpcts  for  *^  \ 
Imve  heard  of  such  a  thing  as  an  author*s 
lingers  moving  on  without  any  cQtpnsunica- 
tion  with  the  brain }  and,  though  I  must 
confess,  that  I  have  sometimes  thougl^t  I 
could  ]>erceive,  in  the  '*  leading  articles"  oif 
tlio  M  )  ning  Post,  strong  presumptive  proof 
*>r  such  r.n  t)peration,  I  never  did,  till  now, 
i'\< iva  at  what  may  properly  be  called  a  bc- 

j  ^f  of  the  fact. rThese  extracts  finished, 

i.\  v.'hifh,  iibserve,  I  only  say  what  I  hayc 
;^1  ainig  said,  and  what  1  still  say,  about  Lord 
I  vrcv's  election  3  these  extracts  finished, 
.  however,  there  appears  to  be  a  slight  return 
of  tne  effect  of  Mr.  Homan's  thinking  facul- 
ties, which,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  ope- 
rate, as  usual,  but,  very  little  to  the  benefit  of 
i.»i,  .'or.  He  t^notts,  from  my  letter  to 
Mr.  Windham  (V'oi.  X.p.  SOS)  the  pnssage, 
'  wlitTcin  1  j»taie  10  ihat  gentleniiui  the  sub- 
stance of  the  Duke  of  Northumberland's  Let- 
ter to  I  lie  K'aiing  men  in  the  |>arish  and  ves- 
try of  5/.  Mart^unUt  as  it  was  connnunicaied 
to  iiie  by  Mr.  Stepheiij^on,  the  vestr}'-clerk 
of  that  pari:>h,  nnd  as  It  had  been  before 
communicated  to  Mr.  Porter  of  Parliament 
Street,  and  the  other  churchwarden,  tlie  said 
letter  stating,  tliat  die  Duke  was  hij^hly  of- 
finided  that  (he  uiimsivy  could  find  no  other 
nian  tli.ui  Mr.  Sh<rridjn  to  be  the  colleague 
of  Earl  Percy,  and  that  he  could  not  bring 
him.sflf  to  con.'ont  to  his  son's  standing  with 

suvii  (I  wan  as  Mr.  S'mridan. **  Now," 

c jvs  Mr.  Hoinan,  *•  I  shall,  gentlemen"  (for 
he  has  the  i.icomparable  assurance  of  addres- 
sing thi.^  to  yui\)  **  bring  forward  an  cvi^ 
*'  deJjrc  which  mi\si  I'lf^ttually  cori/ute  and 
'*  pW'jtituiie  the  ra-ih  and  unfounded  asser- 
''  ri.)as  of  Mr.  Cobhett,  namely,  a  letter  to 
»'  Mr.  SiiVridan,  positively  denying  that  any 
*'  such  letter"  of  the  Duke  ot'Norihumber- 
'•  land  h;?'l  ever  been  rtceived  or  seen  by 
<*  Mr.  iS/'//o«,"Chuj:ch warden  of  the  parish 
"of  ......  .      .  of{i'Iiat,   think  you? 

Why,  of  S^'   Martin! -Now,    whether 

Mr.  Ho:i.aa  himself  thought  that  St.  Mar- 


,garet  and  St.  Martin  were  the  self-same 
saints,  and  that  Mr.  Porter  und  Mr.  Staton 
were  the  self-same  churchwardens ;  or  whe-» 
ther  he  thought  that  you  were  not  capable  pf 
distinguishing  one  from  the  other;  and, 
whether  Mr.  Sheridan  thought  that  a  letter 
from  the  vestry  of  St.  Martin  was  th© 
readiest  and  the  best  evidence  of  what  had 
been  said  and  done  in  the  vestry  of  St.  Mar- 
garet; these  are  questions,  that  I  will  leave 
for  yon  to  determ'mej  but,  in  the  mean 
while,  I  think.  1  may  safely  a^m,  that,  ta-r 
king  the  whole  of  this  together,  it  exhibits 
an  instance  of.  impudence  and  of  unprinci- 
pled falsehood,  rarely  to  be  met  with  even  in 
a  couple  of  Irish  adventurers;  and  with  this, 
gentlemen,  reserving  the  Play-Actor*8  dinner 
for  my  ne?Lt  Jetter,  I  shall  dismiss  this  *'  Ne- 
"  phew  of  the  Bishop  of  KilJala,"  though 
"  nearly  allicxl  to  one  qf  th?  best  families  iu 
"  tjiis  kingdom." 

With  a  sincej-e  prayer,  gentlemen,  that 
God  may  preserve  your  children  and  mine 
from  any  alliance  with  high-blood  of  ihii 
sort,  and  that  y/p  may  be  enabled  to  prevent 
the  possessors  of  it  from  sucking  out  that 
which  we  now  have  in  ouf  yeiu?, 
I  remain 

Yoor  faithful  friend 

Aud  most  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  Cobbett. 
P.  S.-r-r-It  \yrH,  geptjemen,  have  occurr-r 
edtoyou,  how  very  just  apd  fair  it  was,  in 
this  Mr.  Homan,  \o  work  jnto  an  attack  upon 
my  consistency,  a  letter  of  J\fr.  Paull^  in 
praise  of  Mr.  Sheridjin;  a  letter  wTitten  at 
a  time,  when  it  is  wgll  known  Mr.  Paull 
was  at  seventy  miles  distance  from  me,  aqd 
when  I  had  not  seen  "tl^at  gentleman  for 
some  jnonths  before.  As  to  Mr.  Panll't^ 
praises,  in  thi^  instance,  though  I>vould  not 
have  joined  in  them,  and  tlipugh,  if  I  had 
been  at  hand,  I  should  have  taken  thj5  liber-: 
ty  to  dissuade  him  from  publishing  such  ^ 
letter  j  yet,  I  am  persuaded,  that  his  praises 
were  perfectly  5i//c«*rf,Mr.Paull  always  hav- 
ing differed  in  opinion  with  me  as  to  the 
character  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  previous  to  the 
election ;  but,  because  Mr.  Paull  thought, 
generally  speaking,  well  of  that  character 
before  the  election,  was  he  to  think  well  of 
it  af'.er  he  had  seen  Mr.  Sheridan,  whom, 
ob.serve,  he  had  praised  as  a  friend  to  th^ 
rights  of  the  peaple,  -meanly  coalescing  with 
tlitr  Pittite  Commodore,  and  still  more  mean- 
ly soliciting  the  aid  of  such  men  as  "  Billy 
*'  Baldwin,"  after  lie  had  seen  him  pub]ish- 
ing  jTivate  leflers  for  tlie  purposes  of  spread- 
ing falsehood,  and  suppressing  the  answers, 
lest  that  purpose  should  not  succeed ;  after 
having  seen  uli  this  of  himj  was  Mr.  PaulA 
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•till  to  speak  jn  his  praise  ?  Was  it  not,  on 
ihe  contrary,  his  duty  to  censure  him,  and 
to  do  whatever  truth  and  justice  would  war. 
rant  to  prevent  him  from  heing  rettsmed  to 
parliament  ?  Besides,  it  is  meanuei?s  of  the 
lowest  description,  to  seize  hold  of  a  leUer 
like  that  of  Mr.  Paull,  and  to  reason  upon  it 
as  a  deliberate  expression  of  his  fixed  opinion. 
I1ie  letter  was  evidently  written  in  great 
haste  J  it  was  the  oil^pring  of  zeal,  rather 
than  of  reflection  ;  and,  though  it  may  suit 
'  the  purposes  of  ihc  Slicridans  to  give  a  con- 
trary tnni  tu  it,  I  am  sure  you  will  readily 
excuse  an  error  in  judgment,  e*?pecially  wiien 
proceeding  from  a  warmth  of  heart.  There 
IS,  however,  one  comfort  for  the  Sheridans 
upon  this  score ;  and  rliit  is,  if  they  will  but 
forgive  Mr.  Paull  for  his  praises  this  time, 
they  may  rest  assured,  that  he  never  will 
oflbnd  in  the  like  way  again.  ■  -As  I  wi&h 
to  dismiss  Mr.  Hotn^n  for  evrr,  I  will  just 
beg  you  to  observe,  tliat  he  pretends,  tlmt 
he  would  have  written  more ;  that  he  would 
have  made  still  greater  exposures,  if  he  had 
had  room.  "Tlie  spTice  allowed  mc,*'  says 
he,  *'  is  nvw  full.'*  And,  at  his  conclusion, 
he  says,  •*  having  now  arrived  at  die  limits 
•'  which  Mr.  Cubbett  allotted  me  in  the 
"  present  number,'*  m\d  tlien  he  signifies  his 
iotentiou  of  treating  you  and  me  witli  ano- 
ther letter.  Now,  gentlemen,  observe,  that 
It  is  six  weeks,  since  he  had  my  promise-  to 
insert  his  letters^  that,  6u  the  li/th  of  De- 
\  <!ember,  I  inserted  his  first  letter ;  that,  on 
rhe  1st  of  Januar)"^  I  wrote  to  him  to  hay, 
that  I  could  not,  injustice  to  my  readers  and 
to  my  work,  allow  him  any  more  than  ten 
'columns  more,  and  that,  as  to  timet  I 
would  all(nv  him  the  two  next  numbers,v\am'^  . 
\y,  those  of  the  3d  and  the  lOth  of  January, 
Aat,  in  ih^e  Number  of  the  3d,  1  did,  how- 
ever, offer,  him  iiir  columns  more  (seepage 
32),  bat  J  positively  insisted  that  he  should 
ihse  in  the  Number  of  the  10th,  tliat  is  to 
say,  in  the  Number  publiahed  last  Saturday. 
Yet  he  now  sends  me  only  eight  columns, 
when  he  might  have  sent  sixteen,  and  yet 
te  has  the  assurance  to  complain  of  bemg 
straightened  as  to  room !  You  will  say,  per- 
haps, **  give  him  rope  enough."  I  have 
given  hinx  cnouglu  Ever}'  one  must  now  be 
;  satisfied,  that  if  I  wanted  to  add  to  the  dia 
grtcc  of  tlie  Sheridans,  I  should  encourage 
this  their  defender  to  proceed;  but,  those 
that  are  down  to  tlie  bottom  can  be  sunk  no  • 
lower  j  and,  as  to  any  amusement  which  ray 
twisting  and  tossing  of  this  bix^i^ling  advocate 
about  might  afford  to  some  of  us  who  were 
engaged  in  t!ie  Westminster  ^jjection,  ft 
voold,  by  my  other  readcrs>^l>lr  regarded  ns 
Um  dearly  purcha&ed  by  the  ttxciu^du  of  iBat- 
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ter  of  general  interest  and  utility.  For  tliese 
reasons  I  shall  beg  leave  to  refer  Mr.  Homau 
to  his  friends,.  "  the  highly  respeclahle  gen- 
*'  tlemcn  of  the  daily  papers,*'  in  whose 
boundless  miscellanies  his  lucubrations  may 
find  circulation,  and  may  stand  recorded  sid* 
by  side  with  those  of  his  brainless  brethren, 
John  Bowles  and  Redhead  Yorke. 


SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 
Continental  WAK. The  fearful  pro- 
gress of  this  war  being  but  too  correctly  giv- 
en in  the  French  bulletins,  witli  which  they, 
with  malicious  kindness,  duly  supply  us,  I 
should  not  think  it  neces.sary,  at  present,  to 
make  any  observations  upon  the  subject,  did 
I  not  discover  an  intention  in  the  daily  prints 
(for  now  that  Mr.  Perry  has  got  a  place,  tlie/ 
are  all  of  a  mind  as  to  matters  of  this  sort) 
to  inculcate  the  opinion,  that,  wlietbcr  from 
the  force  of  arms  or  of  sickness,  Napc^eoa 
will  be  compelled  to  retreat  before  ho  has 
accomplished  his  purposes,  and  that  there  is 
a  prospect  even  of  his  being  defeated*  Hlf 
army  is  said  to  have  the  dysentery,  at  Ik^ 
Duke  of  Brunswick's  had  in  Cliampaga*^ 
when  he  invaded  France ;  but,  I  am  sorry  •• 
perceive,  tl>at  this  disorder  in  the  French,  is 
not  attended  wirii  one  of  the  symptoms,  with 
which  it  was  attended  in  the  Brunswick er't 
army,  namely,  that  of  impelling  tlie  patient 
to  take  to  his  heels  —  Tliere  is  a  passage 
in  the  Morning  Chronicle,  upon  the  subject, 
so  tridy  savage  and  cowardly,  that  it  must, 
one  would  think,  have  proceeded  from  th^ 
pen  of  Mr.  Perry  himbclf.  It  contains- tho 
express!*  n  o''  a  hope,  that  the  French  sol- 
diers may  all  be  destro}cd  by  this  terrible 
disorder,  and  that,  thereby,  we  may  be  freed 
from  the  danger  of  their  arms !  Reader,  be 
assured,  that,  if  a  nation  consisted  wholly 
of  men  entertaining  such  sentimehts,  they 
must  become  the  slaves  of  a  conqueror,  to 
which  I  will  add,  that  they  ought  so  to  be- 
come. It  is  forbidden  by  the  Taws  of  war, 
as  inhuman,  to' cause  sickness  in  the  army  of 
your  enemy  5  and,  to  wihh  for  it,  is  to  go 
as  far  as  you  are  able  in  this  path  of  iahu- 
manity. — That  the  French  may  be  obliged 
to  retreat,  that  they  may  be  beaten,'  ti^at 
they  may  be  killed  by  the  arms  of  their  ene- 
mies, who,  I  would  fain  ho/)e,  are  our 
friends,  it  is  natural  and  laudable  to  wish; 
but,  a  prayer  that  the  piiurs  of  deadi  may 
come  upon  theni  throrgh  the  means  of  dis- 
ease j  a  prayer  that  \vc  may  be  protected  froni 
their  arms  by  Uieir  beiUg,  by  diseatie,  ren- 
dcretl  incajfable  of  coming  at  us,  is  fit  to  bQ 
addressed  Oi.ly  to  the  devil,  But,  besides  the 
baseness  of  such  a  prayer,  is  the  extreme 
folly  of  it,  as  applied  to  the  case  before  us  ^ 
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for,  if  tbe  French. army  be  feally  (which  J 
do  not,  however,  believe)  in  a  state  so  very 
sickly,,  as  that  represented,  is  there  any 
reason  to  suppose,  that  the  armies  of  Rus- 
sia and  of  Prussia  (if  the  latter  has  any) 
are  .  not  equally  sickly?  The  cause 
mast  be  cither  in  the  season/"  or  in  the 
fatf^ues  of  the  soldiers ;  and,  will  not  the 
5eaA©n  operate  upon  the  armies  on  both  sides 
in  the  same  way  ?  or,  is  it  .likely,  I  should 
be  glad  to  ask,  tliat  th«  fatig^ues  of  the  French 
soldfcrs  hcive  been  more  harrassing  or  their 
fare  harder,  tlian  those  of  the  soldiers  of  their 
enemy  ?— ^ — What  may  be  the  result  of  such 
an  undertaking  no  one  can  possibly  be  cer- 
tain 5  but  to  nie,  there  appears  not  the  least 
prospect,  that  fortune,  who  has  so  long 
favoured  J>^pplean,  has  any  intention  to 
change  sides;  This  is,  however,  but  a  fool- 
ish .wajf-br  speaking.  It  is  not  fortune.  It 
'is  W^PJT  genius  on  one  bide,  aided  by  tlie 
'disspSectJon  or  ipdifFcrenpe  of  the  people  on 
tlie  otjiefsjde. 

JProVeedings   in  Parliamekt.     (Gon- 
''tiitiiod  from  page  49). — L  Jndia  Jffairs. — 

^I'&ave  TiacL.-^Ul.  Armtf, 1.    In  the 

•Housp  of  Commons,  on  the  12th  instant, 
^LoJin  Fox- KEs  TONE  gave  notice  of  amotion, 
to  be  made  on  that  day  fortnight,  for  the 
■printing  of  thk  papers  relative  loLord  IVeL- 
les.leyy  iransaclions  with,  the  Nabob  aiid 
fniidpaUty  of  Oiide;  wn^,  it  must  have 
^een.  with.  no.  little  surprize,  that  Lord 
Hbwid:  was  heard  to  begin  an  objection  to 
it.  I'bie  speech,  of  the  latter,  as  published 
in  the  Motning  Chronicle,  is  the  mg?=t  ex- 
tra9i;riina«J:ihat  I  ever  read.  What  did  he 
Tnean.fc^ Lord  Folkestone  not  having  '^  laid 
ji^B;clentparliamentary,ground?''  ^yhat  is 
-jflys/iueanitig  of  this  spcqial-plqader-like 
-t)Iira8e  \  *f  Ue  case  is  this  :  ^  these  same  pa- 
pet:s  wer^  printed  before  ;  a  charge  had  been 
grounded  upon  them,  laid  before  the  House, 
piit  upon  the  journals,  printed,  and  re-print- 
*?d  in  the  public  papers,,  -as  may  be  seen  hy 
referfirig  to  page  88^  of  Vol.  IX.  pf  tlie 
Re^ster ;  and  yet  Lord llp\i:ick  is  represent-.  - 
ed  )as  having  appealed  to  the  sen$ililitif  of 
the!kouse,  whettiei*  it  was  fair  *'  to  circu- 
^'  lai^e  such  .Severe  attacks  upon  ihe  character . 
*'  of  the  «oZ'/e  person  alluded  to."  He  had 
been  more    ttan    alluded',  to,    my' '  LordL 

His  pam0 
tnd  he  hiiii- 
l^es'with  his 
pf  Calcutta 
?r  feelings  of 
little  feeling, 
id  the  ?oly-. 
surie,  closely 
Bj  but,  tbejr 
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have  feelings,  I  dare  say.  At  any  rate,  ^s 
Lord  Folkestone  p^er\'ed  in  reply,  this  was 
no  objection  at  all ;  because,  all  the  papers 
had  already  been  circiylatcd ;  and,  as  .to  th^t 
ejffect  of  the  publication,  which  seemed  to 
be  anticipated  by  the  tender  copcern  of  Lord 
Howick,  I  think,  I  could  venture  to  assii re 
his  Lordship,  that  the  effect,  upon  the 
Riind  of  every  honest  and  humane  m^n  in 
the  kingdom  is  already  as  great  as  it  pdssi* 
bly  can  be.  Tli«re  is  only  one  circuin- 
stance  that  can  add  to  it,  and  that  is,  an  eviV  ■ 
'  dent  intention  in  the  ministry  (which  I  hptii 
will  not  ap|)ear)  of  stifling  the  inquiry'  inro 
this  most  important  subject. — ^But,  what  did 
his  lordihip  mean  by  'r  severe  attacks  upon 
'^  thecharactftof.  the  noble  person  ?"  In 
his  atixiety  to  put  a  stop  to  the  revival  of  the 
discussions  upon  this  subject,  he  seems  to 
have  entirely  overlooked  the  purport  of  Lord 
Folkestone's  intended  motion  j  for,  the  pa- 
pers, intended  to  be  moved  for  by  bis  Lord- 
ship, consist  entirely  of  (>fficial  documents; 
of  letters  from  and  to  Lord  Wellesley,  of 
negociation  dispatches,  nine-tenths  of  which 
were  written  by  Lord  Wellesley  himself,  or 
by  his  order !  And,  vvill  my  Lord  Howick 
have  us  suppose,  that  these  papers  contain 
*'  severe  attacks  **  upon  his  noble,  noble 
friend  ?  It  was  a  blunder  of  some  sot  of 
a  reporter.     Lord  Howick  could  never;  have 

said  this, Lord  Folkestone  pledgedhim- 

self  to  prosecute  the  inquiry,  if  no  one  else 
would  J  and,  my  Lord  Howick,  he  will  keep 
his  word,  lie  has  not  been  fashioned  to  the 
barefaced  breaking  of  pledges.  He  has  not 
been  bawling  for  twenty  years  against  a  sys- ' 
tern,  which  pocketing  the  money  of  the  peo- 
ple will  induce  him  to  support. It  has' 

been  said,  that,  to  get  rid  of  this  discussion 
and  its  consequences  was  one  of  the  reasons 
fpr  dissolving  the  Parliament*  Y  hope  tho 
assertion  will  prove  unfounded  5  but,  I  must 
cPnfess  that  my  lord  Howick  has  given  me 
some  fears  upon  tlie  subject.—- — II.  A  bill  is 
going  through  the  House  of  Lords  for  the 
•toUl*  abolition  (if  the  Slave  Trade ;  and  Lor4 
Granville  has  stated,  that,  in  order  to  remove 
the  objection,  tliat  other  po^x^rs,  if  we  did' 
pot,  would  c^rry  on  the  traffic^  niegociations 
vvefe  enlered.into  with  France  upon  the  sub- 
ject, iand  thai  to  abolish  it  on  both  sides  Svas 
actually  agreed  on  as  a  provision  In  the  new 
tfeaty  with  America.— Every  thing  that 
(can  be  SpicJ  upon  this  subject  has  beeii  said  ^ 
aftij  all  that  I  shall  say,  it  present  is,  ^o  ex- 
press noiy  conviction  tliat  ,the  measure  will 
prove  dreadfully  injurious  to  our  colonies ; 
tbfhe  071^  colonies  thaLare  worth  otir  care  f 
and^  that;  sinde  tjie  Xholition  of  slavery  is 
be^i^  IfiOpe  ikp  mi^i^tefs  will  think  of  tfi^ 
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Whil9S  as  well  as  the  Blacks,  beggiog  Jeave 
to  remind  tbem>  that  the  number  of  paupers 
in  England  and  Wales,  the  number  added  tQ 
our  stock  qf  paupers  since  Pitt  began  his  cfl- 
reer  of  power ,  is  ffrealer  than  that  of  the 
wkoU  black  papulation  of  our  West  Inc^a 
islands;  and,  that  these  paupers  are  hardier 
worked  (such  of  them  as  are  able  to 
work),  and  worse  fed,  than  are  the  slaves 
ID  the  West  Indies,  I  am  at  any  time  pre- 
pared to  prme.  But,  not  a  word  of  answer 
can  you  get  upon  this  subject  from  any 
of  them.  Tlie  taxing  and  pauperizing 
system  must  go  on ;  their  places  and  pen- 
sions must  be  regularly  paid.  There  is  a 
sort  of  over-ruling  necessity  for  this ;  but, 
it  is  TCT)'  cheap  to  them  to  noake  a  parade  of 
huroaDity,  in  cases  where  they  themselves 
are  not  likely  to  be  affected.—: — ^Since,  how- 
ever, we  must  have  emancipation,  why  not 
begin  in  Ireland?  Miud>  I  do  not  recom- 
mend the  measure  -,  where  are  the  pledges 
of  Mr.  Grey  and  Lord  Grenville  upon  this 
score  ?    and  how  came  Mr.  Fox  to  be  so 

quiet  about  ft? Below  I  insert  a  letter 

from  a  West  Indian.  It  contains  a  curious 
fact:  and  though  I  do  not  quite agre^  in  the 
comment  upon  it,  I  could  wish  to  see  Lord 
Holland,  for  whom  I  entertain  unfeigned 
respect,  (^ause  the  fact  itself  to  be  contradict- 
ed.  Of  the  tyranny  and  the  slavery  in 

the  East  Indies  we  seem  to  think  nothing  at 
all.  The  bloody  work,s  carried  on  there, 
the  capricious  and  sanguinary  tyranny,  if  the 
news-papers  sj^eak  tmly  (which  I  hojH?  they 
do  not),  make  the  deeds  attributed  to  Najx)- 
\&aa  shrink  into  nothingness. .  £ut  of  this 
more  hereafter.- IlL  On  the  12th  in- 
stant Lord  Castlereagh  made  a  motion  for 
papers  and  returns  relative  to  the  "  military 
•*  force."  Tliis  is  what  we  may  call  a  stand- 
ing disb.  "  The  opposition,'*  as  the  Morn- 
ing Chronicle  dubs  three  or  four  clerks  turu- 
jed  oat  of  the  Treasury,  will  never  object  to 
mf  grants  of  the  public  money  ;  they  will 
perfectly  agree  with  the  ministry  about 
Ixjrd  Wellesley;  they  will  join  them  in 
canying  on  a  war  of  extermination  for  Han- 
ovw }  they  will  even  go  before  them  in  any 
Oieasarea,  if  such,  contrary  to  my  hopes  and 
expectation3>  should  be  ad#pted,  for  stifling 
the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press;  but, 
about  the  mihtary  measures,  in  discussing 
which  they  will  be  sure  not  to  fall  foul  of 
their  own  projects  and  profits,  they  will  al- 
ways hare  a  great  deal  to  say.  But,  the 
misfortune  for  them  is,  that,  of  this  the  peo- 
pie  are  weary.  The  only  branch  of  the  mi- 
Itaiy  about  which  the  public  are  very  much 
concerned,  is,  the  Hanoverian  branch ;  and 
\ea  the  ousted  clerks  \^  ill  be  ao  fiir  irom 


opposing  the  ministr)',  that  they  will  be^ . 
their  rivals  in  praising  the  measure. 

Lloyd's  Fund,  and  several  \aluable  com- 
munications from  correspomdentii,  mujit  Ui 
deferred  till  my  next ;  and.  when  I  look  at 
these  communications,..!  cannot  but  tev\ 
provoked  at  myself,  for  having  bestowed  ^o 
large  a  portion  of  my  room  upon  lliat  inborn- 
parable  dujK.e,  Mr.  Hpmau. 

SLAVE   TRADB.. 

Jamaica^  Nov.  3,  ISO^J." 
Sir, — ; — ^The  decided  version  whidi  yuu 
have  ever  shewn  to  the  time  serving  proics- 
sions,  and  acconunod.j ting  principles  of  oqr 
political  leaders,  whether  headed  by  the  son 
of  Chatham,  or  the  hero  of  the  Whig  clu$, 
induces  me  to  hope  yon  will  make  public 
the  following  foct,  which  will  place  in  a  trqe 
light  the  disinterested  conduct  of  a  violent 
declaimer  against  the  slave  trade. — Amotig 
those  who  declared  their  abhorrence  of  thji 
trattic,  and  supported  the  resolutions  of  Lord 
Grenville  in  the  Upper  House,   Lord  Hol- 
land was  one  of  the  most  conspicuous ;  as 
owner  of  a  Jamaica  plantation  in  right  of  his 
wife,  he  must  have  been  listened  to  wi<^ 
particular  attention.    The  admirers  of  Mr. 
Fox  may  have  suppose^  tliat  his  nephew  had 
too  delicate  feelings  to  encourage  the  sale  of 
his  sable  brethren,  and  that  he  was  willing  ip 
sacrifice  his  private  interest  at  the  altar  pf 
humanity.    The  world  at  large,    aiul  tlje 
majority  of  his  brother  peers,  are  probably  . 
less  credulous,  and  may  have  drawn  a  con- 
clusion firom  his  conduct,  tliat  tbe  abolitioa 
would  not  be  injurious  to  the  West  Indian 
planters.   I,  shall  not  now  enter  into  any  d§-  . 
fence  of  the  trade,  but  hope  by  pointing  out 
the  consistency  of  this  rising  statesman ,  te 
prevent  others  from  being  led  away  by  his 
arguments. — On  thegthot  October,  1806, 
the  agent  of  Lord  Holland  attended  at  th^ 
public  sale  of  the  cargo  of  the  ship  Perseuf, 
at  Montego  Bay  in  this  island,  and  purchase4 
several  slaves  for  his  lordship*s  plantatioi)» 
and  in  so  doing  must  have  acted  in  confor- 
mity with  his  lordship's  orders.    This  trans- 
action requires  but  few  comments,  but  will 
confirm  your  repeated  admonitions,  that  lit- 
tle confidence  should  be  placed  in  the  pro- 
fessions of  men  in  power.    It  was  no  repqg« 
nance  to.  dealing  in  human  blood,  (as  it  is 
sometimes  termed)  that  caused  Lrord  Holland 
to  come  forward  as  an  advocate  for  the  abo- 
lition, for  he  hasiiimselfbeconoe  a  purchaser, 
of  his  fellow  creatures,  and  still  holds  th^i 
in  slavery.     No,^  Sir,  it  was  because  he  found 
he  could  follow  his  own  party  in  the  pursuit 
of  popularity,  without  injuring  his  own  .pcis- 
sessions,  apd  wisely  takes  measures,  at  the: 
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faoie  moment  to  connteract  the  evil  to  him- 
«elt'.     Lord  Hbllaud  feels  tha^he  has  now  a 
snlficiency  of  negroes  for  the  cultivation  of 
Ins  estate  during  his  tenure.     Nay,  the  abo- 
lition ot'  the  s]a\e  trade  may  do  him  compa- 
rative good^   by  niFuing  the  estates  of  hia 
neighbours  who  have  not  had    the   same 
means  of  bemg  as  provident  as  his  lordsliip  j 
and  in  pro^HMTtion  as  the  West  Indies  make 
less  sug.ir  his  own  will  be  of  greater  »alue. — 
It  api^e^rs  to  me  extraoirdinary  that  the  gen- 
tkmen  of  the  United  Kingdom,  should  have 
feelings  so. tremblingly  alive  to  the  sufferings 
of  negroes.    Why  ransack  the  tropics  for 
ol)jects  of  compiission  \  Are  the  complaints 
of  the  Highlander  unfounded?  Or,  is  there 
iio  misery  in  an  English  workhouse?  If  the 
traffic  in  mankind  distress  them,  why  not 
endeavour  la  put  a  stop  to  the  sale  of  Irish- 
men in  lire  Delaware?  Surely,  Sir,  it  would 
be  as  humane,  and  a  little  less  presumptuous  if 
they  wouM  exert  their  benevolence  at  home, 
and  would  iu>t  meddle  with  the  colonies. — 
We  have  many  and  active  enemies  to  contend 
with  5  it  is  almost  forgotten  on  one  side  of 
the  Atlantic,  that  a  reliance  on  the  good  faith 
of  the  British  nation  induced  our  forefathers 
to  leave  their  native  country,  and  risk  their 
,  livesandfor.uocsin  this  inhospitable  climate, 
•n.i  I  see  and  deplore,  for  tliat  is  all  I  can  do, 
,  the  ruin  of  myaelf  and  fellow  colonists  deter- 
mined on;.    'Xoiynu  wJioJiave  ever  rcproba* 
tcJ  the  conduct  of  oof  persecutor-?,  allow  me 
as  an   individual  to  express  my  thanks.    A 
■  sense  of  right  ah«ie  can  have  led  you  to  sup- 
port onr  cause;  our  grievances  would  be  but 
few>   if  our  ftte  depended  on  men  actuated 
by  the  same  principlftj; — A  West  Indian. 


THE    PLACB-HITNTEr's     FHILOSOFHY. 

Sir, 1  am  a  constant  reader  of  your 

Jlegister,  and  Jiave  therefore  the  means  of 
forming  to  ne  opinion  of  your  public  princi- 
ples ;  I  am  persuaded  you  would  never  suf- 
fer i^tilitlcal  sophistry  to  establish  itself  over 
political  truth,  while  you  possessed  the 
power  (for  I  am  persuaded  you  will  ever 
Tiave  the  will)  to  prevent  it ;  under  this  con- 
viction,  1  have  taken  the  liberty  to  request 

your  insertion  of  this  letter.- On  reading 

the  lending  article  in  the  Morning  Chronicle 
of  the  l6*th  of  December,  I  there  perused  a 
ihallo w  effort  to  reconcile  all  classes  of  peo- 
ple to  the  hardships  under  which  theyla- 
bourj  i^s  sophistical  reasonirig,  however  ill 
adapted  to  the  end,  was  designed  to  produce 
resigBatton  to  national  rigour,  or  rather  a 
peaceful  submission  to  gradual  rum.  Among 
pther  passages  I  noet  with  this  extraordinary 
orK';  •«  1  Ic  who  talks  of  the  povert}'  of  Eng- 
•'  Jdud,  of  tlie  mrnaber  of  patipers,  a^id  so 


"  forth,  talks  of  the  evils  inseparable  from 
'^  a  highly  cultivated,  highly  industrioas 
"  community,  where  labour  and  idleness, 
"  virtue  and  vice,  wealth  and  poverty,  ar» 
**  mixed  as  in  all  societies  in  large  propor- 
•*  tions.  But  he  who  imputes  these  thing* 
"  to  war,  speaks  the  language  of  ignorance 

"  or  faction."-: 1  must  cottftss  I  should 

have  been  surprised  had  I  penssed  such  sen- 
timents a  year  ago,  in  the  same  paper,  but 
looking  to  some  late  changes  to  the  advan- 
tage of  Mr.  Perry,  and  the  probable  antrci- 
pation  of  a  lew  others  connected  with  him, 
it  will  not  astonish  you.  Sir,  if  I  presume, 
that  gratitude  on  the  on6  side,  and  interested 
hopes  on  the  other,  have,  by  their  united 
efforts  brought  about  ths  change,  and  at  the 
same  time,  the  wonderful  discovery,  that 
war  and  all  its  heavy  calls  upon  a  coantnr 
have  nodilng  to  do  with  the  poverty  that 
follows  it.  The  doctrine  re  good  ebougli, 
oonsidering  the  views  it  has,  for  places  and 
pensions  now  existing,  and  also  others  which 
the  wisdom  of  our  rulers  ruay  think  proper 
to  establish  hereafter,  must  be  paid,  and 
stnce  the pfop/e  must  pay  them,  why  it  is  as 
well  to  make  them  think,  if  we  can  make 
them  think  so,  that  it  is  not  by  calling  on 
them  for  their  money  that  they  become 
poor,  because,  mhen  they  are  persuaded  tliat 
they  lose  nothing  by  losing  that,  they  will 
Qot  care.iiow  much  is  takeii  from  them  ; 
and  this  is  by  no  means  an  uncomfortable 
philosophy  for  pensioners  and  sinecure  hold- 
ers to  inculcate,  and  when  they  are  fatigued 
with  the  labours  of  their  heavy  Aity,  it  will 
be  a  kind  of  philanthropic  recrention,  to  re- 
concile their  countfymcii  to  a  poverty  which 

is  inseparable  from  them. But,  in  ansAv«r 

to  this  quoted  passage,  it  seems  to  me.  Sir, 
that  if  a  man  work  all  day,  and  can  just  earn 
enough  to  maintain  himself  and  family,  that 
he  should  not  be  classed  an)ong  the  idle,  or 
extravagant,  and  for  no  other  reason,  than 
because  the  call»  of  government  have  at 
length  rendered  his  fcarnings  insufficient.  If 
the  exigence  of  a  nation  take  from  him  half 
the  means  of  his  bare  support,  who  will  pre- 
tend to  deny  that  that  exigence  has  brought 
the  poverty  upon  him.  If,  indeed,  the  va- 
lue of  labour  increased  in  proportion  "with 
the  unavoidable  demands  upon  property, 
-then  to  be  poor  would  be  a  presumptive 
proof  of  idleness  or  extravagance  5  but  if  the 
calls  upon  him  increase  while  his  means  are 
limited,  let  him  perish  in  want,  if  tlie  neces- 
^ty  for  it  can  be  SiUiclioned  in  public  jus- 
tice, but  let  us  not  insult  him  in  his  wretch- 
ed condition,  either  by  proclaiming  his  idle- 
ness as  the  cause  of  his  ruin,  or  maintaining 
that  his  ruin  is  Inseparable  from  him. — Tb^ 
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question  is  not  whctlier  poverty  wotdd  exist 
.  without  war,  for  it  would  be  ridiculous  to 
•uppo6e.no  other  cause ;  but  whether  war  do 
not  increase  its  inflaence,  and  while  it  gives 
abundant  wealth  to  hundreds,  involves  mil- 
lions into  poverty 9  and  thousands  into  abso- 
lute want.  If  war  can  do  this,  (as  in  my 
op'miou  it  evidently  has  done)  I  impute  to  it 
all  our  additional  individoal  poverty,  and'ns- 
sert,  that  whoever  denies  to  it  a  share  in  this 
dcstrucUon,  speaks  the  language  (I  will  not 
sa^  of  faction)  but  of  an  interested  perversion 

'  ot  common  sense.  I  do  not  speak  against 
the  propriety  of  bearing  with  patience  the 
consequent  evils  of  a  neqsssary  war,  but  I 
woula  have  effects,  (whenever  attempted  to 
be  explained)  traced  to  their  proper  soiu"ce, 
and  it  I  be  reduced  to  beggary,  by  conceived 
national  necessity,  let  menave  the  credit  at 
least  of  not  having  ruined  myself  by  my  oum 

imprudence, -But  the  Morning  Chronicle 

has  its  own  views  to  answer,  an^i  fearing  that 
our  increased  individual  poverty,  might  be 
attributed  to  the  system  of  augmenting  tasui- 
tion,  and  knowing  that  to  prevent  the  conti- 
nuance of  such  a  measure,  a  lopping-oif  of 
sinecures  and  unmerited  pensions  must  ne- 
cessarily ensue>  (acircamstance^  which,  if  I 
b^'.not  mistaken,  would  damp  its  own  self- 
interest,  and  remove  much  of  the  influence 
of  its  ministerial  support),  has  endeavoured 
to  establitih  that  poverty  aiul  want  are  never 
the  result  of  a  mismanaged  goveniment,  but 
exist,  merely  because  'Mheyare  insepara- 
/'  tie  frofn  highlv  cultivated  comnmnities," 

'  thui  byjmaking'ibera  appear  indiscriminate- 
ly 7o  be'.the  conseq^nce  of  vice  and  not  of 
necessity,  tak^  fnom  the  victims  of  a  perni- 
cious system  their  ljv»t,  their  only  stay  from 
absolute  ruin  ;  I  mean  compassion,  for  that 
would  create  investigation,  and  investigation 
might  ultimately  end  in  justice.     It  is  to  cut 

'  oft  this  that  sucli  sophistry  is  introiluced,  be- 
cause the  places  and  pensions  of  our  mock 
patriqis  would  otherwise  stand  upon  a  lot- 
terring  base^  for  thousands  of  iudustrious 
families  most  be  allowed  but  a  scanty  meal, 
if  tbe  tables  of  such  spungers  are  to  teem 
with  luxury,  and  many  an  uncomfortable 
dwelling,  (by  degrees  b»».come  so)  must  at 
length  disgorge  the  wretched  bed  of  its  inha- 
.bitants,  that  such  may  sleep  on  do^'ii 

'  The  Morning  Chronicle  when  it  speaks  of 
fhe  poverty  insenarable  from  a  nation,  argues 
as  if  fatality  had  established  it,  and  that  it 
was  not  the  resolt  of  natural  causes ;  bnt,  it 
should  remember,  that  while  imperfection  is 
inseparable  fi©m  the  order  oftUings,  no par- 
ticuLar  evil  is  doomed  to  be  the  consequence 
of  it,  and  though  the  utmost  stretch  of  hu- 
jnan  ability  can  never  produce  perfection,  its 


being  limited  does  not  Empower  lit  to  name 
the  particolar  evils  which  it  cannot  remove. 
But,  supposing  that  poverty  were  insepara- 
ble  from  a  highly  industrtoos  nation,  where 
does  the  Mornhig  Chronide  mean  to  draw 
the  line  of  limitation  to  it )  Or,  does  it  mean 
that  theconthiuai  expansion  of  it  is  likewise 
inseparable  ?  But,  though  such  may  be  the 
opinion  of  the  Morning  Chronicle,  does  k 
therefore  follow  that  it  is  ignorance  or  fac- 
tion to  differ  about  the  truth  of  it  ?  Yes,  to 
be  sure  it  is,  for  who  could  be  so  fdolish  or 
so  wicked  as  to  presume  that  war  or  iocreas* 
ing  taxes,  or  hundreds  of  thousands  yearly 
applied  to  sinecures  and  unmerited  pensiooSy 
or  any  such  innocent  things,  cowld  nave  any 
hand  in  producing  poverty  amongst  us  ?  Sup- 
pose, for  the  sake  of  argument,  a  gr^at  im* 
probability, — that  a  peace  were  established, 
and  that  a  large  redtx;tion  were  to  take  place 
in  our  national  expense)  or,  a  still  greater 
improbability, — that  on  such  a  reductioA 
half  of  the  present  taxetf  were  repealed  j  sup- 
posing this,  I  say,  would  any  body  be  so  ridi- 
culous as  to  suppose,  that  ho  would  be  tlie 
richer  for  having  fewer  demands  upon  l^s 
property,  or  having  in  his  pocket,  at  his  own 
disposed,  half  the  value  o(  his  present  yearly 
taxes  J  if  there  be  one  so  ridiculous,  let  liim 
read  the  Morning  Chronide,  and  he  tjvill  find 
that  povertv  is  inseparable  from  his  country- 
and  that  if  be  think  that  the  conclusion  ti 
the  war,  and  the  reduction  of  taxes,  have 
made  him  less  poor  than  during  the  war,  that 
he  is  either  an  ignorant  or  a  factious  subject 
— If  you  think  I  have  treated  the  subject  a« 
it  desen'es,  you  will  pcrhaj)S  indulge  me 
with  the  insertion  of  it  in  your  valuable  Re- 
gister, the  almost  only  remaining  record  dt 
candour  and  tinth.- MAact/s. 


BEFORMING   MTINISTJILT, 

Sir, 1  have  not  been  an  inattentive 

observer  of  the  aci^  springing  from  tlie  pre- 
sent administration  sinc^^  their  acpesbiou  to 
power  \  and,  I  have  w  itnessed  them  with 
inexpressible  regret,  because  I  hoped 4pha\*o 
seen  the  country  re<itored  to  its  original 
strength  and  vigour,  by  a  reformation  of  the 
gross  abuses  existing  in  it ;  brought  on  an4  . 
increased  to  such  an  alarming  degree,  for  s© 
mr.ny  years  past,  by  former  bud  and  wicked 
ministers,  I  had  fondly  chenshedthe  hope  of 
seeing  the  vigorous  and  tirtuous  plans  s»P 
eloquently  urged  by  Mr.  Fox  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  put  inio  practice j' that  a  motive 
might  have  been  given  to  the  people  to  bt^r 
tliose  grievous  burdens  imposed  oo  them  by 
the  wasteful  rami^cr,  ^vho,  happily  Is  dead* 
and  additions  to  them,  which  it  was  out  <jf 
tlie  power  of  Mr.  Fu.;  or  of  fhf  wis^  and 
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mcW  virtuous  minister  on  earth  to  have- 
avoided,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  time 
whenhfiqame  into  brtice. — You  have  done. 
nie  the  honour  of  insertmg  in  your  Register 
my  sentiments  on  a  iortner  occasion  5  I  then 
stated,  i  did- not  expect  it  possible  (to  use  a 
hackiiied  n^etaphorj  Uiey  could  cU^nse  Uie ' 
Augean  stable  at  once.  No ;  such  a  work 
requires  time  and  much  paiience  j  bu^,  tdid . 
expect  that  we  should  have  seen  those  steps 
taken  towards  the  accomplishment  of  the 
plans  as  would  give  all  honest  men  hopes 
that  it  would  be  as  speedy  as  such  a  task 
would' allow. — When  the  coalition  was  an^ 
nouhced,  I  felt  somewhat  alarmed,  lest  the 
GrenviHe  party  in  the  cabinet  should  be  the 
stroi^ef  o£  the  two,  (fori  consider  the  Ad- 
dingtons  as  mere  appendages  to  that  than  to 
cither  in  ^irticular)  and  I  regret  to  see  their 
'principle  predominate,  and  those  of  Mr. 
Vox  give  way  in  almost  every  instance.  From 
the  openness  and  sincerity  of  his  heart,  I  am 
convinced  it  was  his  wish  to  do  all  he  had 
promised  the  people  he  would  doj  and  it  is 
f o  be  regretted,  he  had  not  been  more  firm 
un^t  particular  circttmsiances  which  came 
to  my  knowledge  at  the  formation  of  this 
administration.  That  the  wishes  of  the 
Grenvilles  were  entirely  despotic,  desiring 
DO  other  than  power,  and  to  use  that  power 
for  their  o\^n  advantage  to  the  certain  ex- 
pense of  the  people,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  de- 
clstre  as  my  firm  beiiet\  It  is  not  prejudice, 
to  brieve  the  principle  of  po\Ycr  without 
control  to'  be  inherent  in  that  fiamily  and 
their  party,  for  their  history  proves  it  to  be 
fo  J  and  tlic  cry  of  Jacobin,  Democrat,  and 
Anarchist,  revived  by  the  hireling  prints  of 
jthe  day  is  niusic  in  their  ears.  With  such  a 
mrxti^re,  what  h(^>es  have  we  left  for  any 
reform  in  our  abuses  ?  Have  we  not  seen 
Mr.  Fox  induced,  by  this  faction,  on  one 
day,  to  be  the  bearer  of  a  bill  to  the  House 
W  Commonil  that  Lord  Grenville  might  be 
enabled  to  hold  a  sinecure  (with  all  his  other 
ficbes)  and  the  next  to  propose  fresh  bur- 
dens on  the  people,  and  call  on  them  to 
ftH'eg*  ahnost  their  necessaries  of  life,  to 
contribute — =-to  what?  not  to  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  state  only,  but  to  my  Lord  Gren- 
ville's  sinecure.  Have  we  not  seen  him  pro- 
pose fresh  grants  to  the  princes  of  the  blood,^ 
and  at  the  same  time  call  on  the  people  to 
make  gr^er  sacrifices  ?  Did  he  not  propose 
the  exemption  of  the  King  from  the  tax  on. 
his  money  in  the  funds  ?  when  he  forces 
*ven  the  day-labourer  to  contribute  to  the 
tftate  in  the  son^e  proportion  as  a  man  of 
20>90al.  a  year.  It  will  be  said  he  has  es- 
'Hiblishett  boards  of  inquiry  into  the- unac- 
counted milljoas  of  the  ibuner  adrnkiistra- 


tion;  so  have  they  been  established  by 
others,  and  to  little  purpose.  1  say  this  is 
nothing  more  than  adding  to  that  power  pf . 
the  crown,  which  power  ought  to  be ! 
abridged,  and  creating  new  places  for  tjbelr 
hungiy  followers  at  the  expense  of  the  peo* 
pie,  ijecrase  they  had  not  others  to  give 
them.  Would  Mr,  Fox  have  made  ihe  de- 
claration he  did,  about  Hanover,  if  he  had 
been  .  out  of  power,  or  free  from  the 
shackles  of  the ,  Grenville  faction  ?  Most 
assuredly  his  former  sentiments  are  in  direct 
opposition  to  that  declaration.  These  acts,  • 
Mr.  Cobbett,  I  do  not  attribute  to  the  want 
of  principle  in  Mr.  Fox  or  a  less  desire 
than  ever  to  do  the  people  good— but  I  at-, 
tribute  it  to  a  hope  that  by  giving  way  in 
these  measures,  he  might,  at  a  future  op- 
portunity retrieve  the  rights  of  the  people, 
and  restore  to  them  the  power  of  electing 
their  own  representatives.  I  attribut*  it  to . 
his  coalescing  with  a  party  who  hate  ihe 
people,  and  notwithstanding  Mr.  Whil- 
bread's  letter,  I  most  cordially  agree 
with  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  that  the  history 
of  the  world  bears  out  tlie  assertion,  that 
coalitions  of  factions  or  parties  are  made 
at  the  ejipcnse  of  the  people.  —  This  I 
have  thought  long  ago;  and  though  it.did 
not  strike  me  at  the  time,  an  expressioa, 
which  fell  from  the  lips  of  one  of  their 
underlings,  has  made  a  due  impression  on 
my  mind  since,  who  expressed  hb  tlianks 
most  fer\'ently,  that  the  people  had  nothing 
to  do  with  this  change. — V  do  not  mention 
many  other  circumstances  which  have  oc- 
curred since  the  union  of  these  parties. 
The  conduct  of  Lord  Henry  Petty  on  Mr. 
Robson's  motions  not  Only  shews  their  un- 
willingness that  any  of  the  abuses  should  be- 
pryed  into  >  but  how  a  plain  honest  question 
will  expose  and  puzzle  a  minister  if  he  acts 
against  principle.  It  was  playing  the  "Doc- 
tor over  again  in  the  farce  of  the  Sick  and 
Hurt  Bill  for  19/.  10;.  These  acts,  Sii',* 
.have  totally  destroyed  all  hopes  of  the  pro- 
mised reform  so  much  looked  for  by  the- 
■friends  of  rational  liberty. — ^By  reform  I  <!<> 
not  n»ean  those  visionary  theories  of  a  few 
ignorant  beings  who  bawl  about  what  they 
do  not  understand  j  but  a  restoration  to  our 
ancient  rights,  a  proper  representation  of  the 
people,  and  a  disposition  in  ministers  to 
listen  to  their  voices.  We  are  now  called 
upon  to  elect  a  new  House  of  Commoiif 
long  before  their  usual  time — whether  it  is 
that  ministers  were  afraid  of  the  last,  lest 
they,  should  disapprove  of  their  conduct  m 
the  late  negociation  or  any  other  circund- 
stance  I  do  not  pretend  to  say,  for  we  have 
not  seep  the  pxipers,  and  it  would  be  wroki||( 
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tp  condeam  tbMD  unheard.  Tbls,  how- 
ever, j  suspect  to  be  theca^,  that  if  Ihcy 
had  sufTered  the  last  Parliamenr  to  remain 
aad  vote  the  war,  at  the  time  when  It  ex- 
pired^ the  people  would  have  been  more  ex- 
hausted and  consequently  more  dissatTsfied 
Tjfith  It.  Under  such  circumstances  a  mi- 
nister would  rot  be  v^ry  popular  in  the 
country,  and  therefore  he  dissolves  the  Par- 
liament at  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
apd  should  the  people  heritor  grumble  it 
will  be  thrown  on  themselves )  for  that 
ihty,  as  the  theory  supposes,  will  pledge 
themselves  to  the  crown  to  carry  on  the  war 
I'h^ve  little  doubt.— A.  E.— iVb».  8,  1S06- 


r^Easi'India  Company^ 
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EAST    INDIA    COMPANY. 

SiJi, As  yours  is  the  only  paper  that 

has  attempted  to  undecer^'e  the  public,  as  to 
the  great  advantages  derived  to  the  country 
from  the  East  India  Company,  and  to  pomt 
out  the  many  abuses  which  are  practised  in 
virtue  of  their  charier,  I  am  in  hopes  you 
will  give  insertion  to  a  fe^  remarks,  which  I 
think  the  present  conduct  of  the  Company 
most  loudly  calls  for  — ^The  East  India  Com- 
pany is  hound  by  act  of  parliamamt  to  provide 
a  certain  quantity  of  tonnage,  for  what  is 
called  the  private  trade ;  and  for  this  purpose 
they  have  hitherto  assigned  a  certain  num- 
ber of  th^ir  extra  ships,  (no  private  mer- 
chant bein'^  allowed  to  ship  in  those  denomi- 
nated regular),*  but  this  v^r  it  so  happens 
that  they  have  no  extra  ships  at  home,  nor 
are  any  expected  before  March  next,  though 
in  the  regular  course,  they  ought  by  this  time 
to  have  been  ready  to  leave  the  Tliames  on 
another  voyage  lo  India.  The  cause  of  this 
delay  is  pretty  well  kuoN^ix  to  be  the  poverty 
of  the  Company's  Treasury  abroad,  which 
has  prevented  their  agents  from  having  in- 
vestments ready  for  tlie  ships,  at  tlie  usual 
seasons  for  Eui^ope ;  but,  as  this  is  foreign  to 
the  subject  of  the  present  letter,  I  shall  not 
enlarge  on  it ;  what  I  have  now  to  complain 
of  is,  the  wsnt  of  attention  shewn  by  the 
Company  in  providing  tonnage  out  to  India, 
for  thepfesent  season. — ^The  applications  for 
tonnage  from  the  private  trade  this  season, 
ainoont  to  about  8000  tons ;  the  Company  to 
answer  this,  have  taken  up  two  of  their  regu- 
bcships,  which,  at  the  outside,  cannot  carry 
mpre  than  200d  tons  3  and  have  intimated  to 
the  private  traders  tliat  this  is  all  the  freight 
they  can  allow  them  j  tlVe  consequence  is, 
that  a  merchant  nwast  pare  down  his  orders, 
so  as  to  make  the  shipment  of  them  of  little 
-car  no  value  to  himself  or  his  correspondents, 
dir  else  con6ne  hfmself  to  one  or  two  particu- 
lar articles.    This  inconvenience  wliich  has 


been  gradually  hicreasing,  is  so  sarerdy  fdt, 
that  naoy  of  the  principal  houses  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  investing  their  money  in  bills 
and  dollars,  and  re^nittlng  them  to  theb  cor- 
respondents in  India  for  the  purchase  of  pro- 
duce, rather  tlian  have  their  shipments  cur- 
tailed in  the  manner  I  have  menciotied.  In- 
depetideat  of  all  this,  the  Company  possess 
tlie  right  of  limiting  the  exportation  of  all 
articles  not  the  growth  or  ma]>ufaclure  of 
Great  Britain,  and  they  have  in  their.ldte  re- 
gulations declared,  that  no  one  parson  shall 
bad  on  any  ship  more  than  50  chests  of 
wine,  or  50  hogsheads  of  beer,  the  former 
of  tliese  articles  certainly  conies  within  their 
jurisdiction,  but  what  right  they  have  to  lay 
their  interdict  on  the  latter  I  know  not,  nor 
can  I  discover  thepolicyof  it,  excepting  that 
beer  is  a  bulky  article,  and  they  have  ria 
freight  to  spare. — ^The  whole  of  their  ship- 
ping regulations  afeve&atious  in  the  extreme, 
and  no  part  of  them  more  so,  than  that 
clause  which  says,  "  all  applications  for 
freight  shall  be  made  on  the  first  Wednesday 
of  September,  December^  and  March,  and 
any  application  made  in  the  intermediate 
months,  wUl  be  considered  only  in  the  en- 
suing quarter."  So  5  that  were  a  packet  to 
arrive  to-morrow  from  Indta  with  large  oi*- 
ders  for  goods,  as  the  first  Wednesday  in 
December  ia-^ast,  leave  to  ship  them  could 
not  be  obtained  for  three  montns,  by  which 
time  tlie  markets  may  have  fluctuated  so  as  to 
render  the  shipping  oi'them  at  all  imprudent. 
—You  will,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  surprised  ta 
hear,  (unless  you  know  it  already)  that  no 
private  trader  is  allowed  to  export  the  staple 
commodity  of  the  country,  woollen  manu- 
factures 'y  the  reason  is,  the  .Company  ar^ 
bound  by  their  charter-  to  export  annually 
woollen  goods  to  a  certain  amount,  half  a 
million,  I  believe ;  and,  as  this  i$  generally  ^ 
losing  trade  to  them,  tl>ey  have  imposed  this 
restriction  on  the  private  merchajits,  for  fear 
of  lowering  tlie  markets  still  more.-^I  could 
fill  up  the  whole  of  your  Register  with  a  de- 
tail of  the  abuses  occasioned  by  this  charter  ; 
but,  as  I  am  sensible  i;^' having  trespassed  too 
much  already  on  your  indulgence,  I  shall 
only  observe,  that  at  a  tin[ie  like  the  present, 
when  the  country  requires  every  aid  that 
commerce  can  giver  her,  it  is  not  only  impo-^ 
litic,  but  unjust,  to  sufifer  the  East  India 
.Company  to  destroy  a  trade,  which  if  pro- 
perly protected)  would  so  materially  benefit 
our  manufactures,  and  increase  th«  revenue, 
and  which  it  has  been  clearly  proyed  ♦he 
Company  cannot  carry  on. — r-I  am^  ^r, 
yoursi  Sec. — ^R.  N.-— -XiWMfo;i,  Dec  ib,- 
1806. 
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FOUElSN  OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
CaNTtNENTiAL.   War. '  F\fVL    Bulletin 

lif  tlie  Grand  Fretick  Army.     (Concluded 

frompage64J 

At  break  of  day  the  whole  army  was 
lander  arras.  Gaian's  division  was  dis- 
posed in  three  rank,  the  left  oh  the  level 
Iteight.  Buchet*s  diviston  formed  tlie  right, 
the  imperial  guards  occopied  the  summit  of 
a  height.  Each  of  these  corps  iiad  their  ar- 
tillery^ in  the  little  spaces  between. — —From 
the  town  and  the  neighbouring  valleys,  the 
passes  had  been  discovered  by  which  the 
troops  which  could  not  be  placed  upon  the 
Ifevel  height  might  extend  themselves  in  the 
easiest  manner,  and  this  is  snrely  the  first  oc- 
ca«ion  when  an  army  had  to  defile  through 
so  small  a  pass<-^-A  thick  fog  obscured  the 
day.  The  Emperor  passed  before  the  differ- 
ent lines  J  he  commanded  his  soldiers  to  take 
€are  of  the  Prussian  cavalry,  which  liad  been 
described  so  extraordinary  j  he  bade  ihttn 
remember  that  a  year  was  not  elapsed  since 
Ulra  was  taken ;  that  the  Prussian  af my, 
like  t>.e  Austrian  then,  was  surrounded,  had 
been  driven  from  tlicir  line  of  operations, 
mid  lost  their  magazines  j  that  they  at  thii 
present  moment  no  longer  fought  for  honour 
but  for  retreat;  that  they  alone  souifht  to 
tQ;«ke  themselves  an  openirtg  upon  difer^^nt 
points,  and  that  the  a>rps  of  th^^rroy  which 
fihoukl  let  them  pa<*',  would  lo.^$  its  honour 
and  its  glory,*— — To  these  inspiriting  words 
the  soldiers  answered,  with  a  loud  cry  of 
"  Let  us.  onward  I**  The  light  troops  began 
the  action.  They  opened  a  veiy  brisk  fire. 
Crood  as  was  the  position  of  ilic  enemy  he 
was  neveitheless  driven  out ;  and  the  French 
army  marched  out  in  the  plain  ajid  began  lo 
arrange  itself  in  battle. — The  enemy's  army, 
which,  on  their 'si3e,  had  no  other  view  than 
to  fall  on  whenever  the  fog  should  have 
cleared  up,  took  op  iheir  arms.  An  army 
of  50,000  men  from  the  left  wing,  posted  it- 
self to  covei*  tlie  defiles  of  Naumburgh,  and 
to  get  possession  of  the  Pass  of  Koefenues 
commanded  by  Marshal  Mollendort  and  the 
Prince  of  Orange. — ^The  general  statf  is  oc- 
cupied in  preparing  an  olBcial  relation, 
which  shall  make  known,  wiih  evcfy  detail, 
all  the  different  corps  and  regiments  that 
have  distinguished  themselve<;  to  entitle 
theitj  to  tlie  esteem  and  acknowledgments  of 
the  nation,  if  any  thing  are  wanting,  they 
have  testified  it  amply  in  the  enthusiasm  and 
loyalty  they  have  sh«wn  for  their  Emperor, 
in  the  thickest  of  the  fight* — ^As  one  moment 
there  was  room  for  a  doubt,  every  mouth  at 
once  was  filled  with  the  universal  cry  of 
''Long  Live  the  Emperor  !**  a  sentiment 
Ivhich  ran  through  every  heart  in  the  ntidst 


of  the  battle.     The  Emperor,    seeing  hi  ^ 
wings  threatened  by  the  cavalry,  set  forward 
at  full  gallop,^  to  the  spot,  to  direct  othfer 
manoeuvres,  and  order  a  ahange  of  front. 
He  was  every  moment  annoyed  with  thc^ 
shouts  of  **  Long  live  the  Emperor  !**  Tlie 
imperial  foot  guards,  enraged  not  to  be  al* ' 
lowed  to  press  on  while  they  saw  that  every 
other  coTp%  was  in  motion,  several  voices 
among  them  Cried  out  "  forward  !"  **  What 
iis  this?"  sjild  the  Emperor 3  "This  came 
from  none  oth^r  but  some  beardles*  boy,  that 
will  give  ordefs  independent  of  me :  let  hliu. 
wait  till  he  hai  commanded  in  thirty-battles, ' 
before  he  takes  upon  him  to  advise  me.** — 
In  the  heaviest'  of  the  fitie,  when  the  (Priemy ' 
had  lost  almost  all  his  generals^  it  might  bt 
seen  what  Providence  had  done  for  ns,  which 
had  spared  bur  array,     Kot  a  man  of  distinc- 
tion, on  the  side  of  the  French,  is  injured  of 
wounded.     Marshal  Lannes  was  grazed  by  a 
musket  bullet  on  the  breast,  but  escaped  nn-* 
hurt.      Marshal  Davoust   had  his  hat  and 
clothes  ?hot  through  in  several  places  with 
small  bullets.    The  Emperor  was  continual- 
ly surrounded,  wherever  he  appeared,  by  the 
Prince  of    Keufchateli  Marshal  Bessieresj 
the  Grand  Marshal  of  the  Palace,  Durot  j' 
the  Grand  Master  of  the  Horse,  Cauliccourt 
his  Aidii-de-Camp,  and  Equerry  in  Waiting. 
A  part  of  the  army  did  not  fire  a  single  shot. 
•— *-Ei^furt  is  taken:  the  Prince  of  Orange 
Fulda,  Marslial  Mollendorf,  several  other  ge- 
nerals, and,  a  considerable  number  of  the" 
troops,  are  prisoners  of  war. 

Tweniii'Second  Bulletin  of  the  Grand  French 
Amnj.  (Oincludedfrom  V6L  X.  p  9(>0.) 
But  this  was  already  forestalled  by  Marshal 
Davoust.  The  two  other  armies,  one 
!  amounting  to  80,000  men  strong,  placed 
I  themselves  before  the  French  army,  which 
j  was  opening  out  from  the  level  height  of  Je- 
na. ITie  niist  hung  over  botii  armies,  last- 
ing two  hours )  but  at  length  was  dissipated 
by  the  brightness  of  the  sun.  The  two  ar- 
mies mutually  beheld  each  other,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  less  than  cannon-shot.  The  left 
wing  of  the  French  army  supporting  itself 
against  a  village  and  tl>e  woods,  was  com- 
manded by  Marshal  Augereau.  The  impe- 
rial guard  shewed  their  fire  upon  the  cent  e, 
which  was  maintained  by  Marshal  Lannes  ^ 
the  right  wing  was  drawn  together  out  of  the 
corps  of  Marshal  Soult.  Marshal  Soult  had 
nothing  but  a  smali  corps  of  3000  men, 
pnrely  composed  of  troops  which  had  arrived 
of  his  light  corps. — The  enemy's  army  was 
numerous,  and  displayed  a  fine  cavalrv; 
their  maaosuvres  were  exactly  and  rapidl/ 
exeqited.    The  Emperor  had  ~r«(}uested  t« 
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delay  coming  to  an  engagement  for  two 
hours,  in  order  to  watch  the  positions  which 
the  enemy  should  take  after  the  actioii  of  the 
morning,  and  to  give  the  aecessary  orders  to 
the  troops,  especially  the  cavalry,  which  re- 
quired the  greatest  core.  But  the  impe- 
tuosity of  the  French  was  too,  ardent  for 
him.  Se\'eral  h^ttalions  had  begun  to  en- 
gage in  [tbt  village  of  HoUstedL  He  aaw 
that  the  enemy  was  getting  into  notion  to 
drire  them  out ;  he  gaye  immediate  orders 
to  Marshal  Lannes  to  march  with  expedition 
to  the  support  of  the  village.  Man»lial  Soult 
had  attacked  a  wood  on  the  right.  I'lie 
enemy  having  made  a  mo\'ement  with  hin 
right  wiug  upo^  our  left,  Marsl>al  Augereau 
was  commanded  to  repulse  them,  and,  in 
less  than  gtn  hour,  the  action  was  general. 
Two  hundred  and  fifty,  or  three  hundred 
thoiiiiand  men,  ^ith  seven  or  eight  hundred 
pieces  of  artillery,  scatlerec?  death  in  every 
direction,  and  exhibited  one  of  the  most  aw- 
ful events  ?ver  %vitnes«ed  on  the  theatre-  of 
history.  On  one  side,  as.  well  as  on  tiie 
other,  every  manceuvre  was  performed  as  if 

it  were  on  a  parade. ^^Vmong  our  troops 

there  was  ijLot  for  a  moment  tlie  least  disor- 
der ;  the  ^tory  became  our*  in  this  mo- 
ttent. 

To  le  contbuted. 


UK*  CA!9riKO*9  AMEN-DMEKT, 

As  pulUskedinthe  Courier  Newspaper  of  the 
22d  December,  180().—  Concluded  frwn 
p.  30. 

XIII.  That  if  ^\'e  have  not  the  triumph  and 
wtisfjction,  as  in  former  yen  rs  of  war,  of  oiFer- 
ing  to  H.  M.  our  congralulationson  any  sig- 
nal and  decisive  victory  by  sea^  we  nevertlui- 
l^ss  reflect  with  just  pride  and  acknowledge- 
ment, on  the  several  distinguished  instances 
i»  which  the  skill,  valour,  and  intrepidity  of 
British  officers  and  seamen  have  been  dis- 
played in  I  heir  nsu;d  lustre,  and  with  their 
accustomed  success,  over  equal  or  superior 
squadrons  of  the  enemy.  But  we  cannot 
wlp  lamenting,  in  justice  to  the  naval  ser* 
vice,  as  welt  as  to  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, that  sppiness  or  in  is  management,  by 
which  the  pradatory^  squadrdns'of  the  enemy 
have  been  permitted  t^  range,  unchecked, 
among  our  West-India  colonies,  and  to  es- 
cape with  impunity  i  and  by  which  our  com- 
merce has  been  exposed,  to  a  uegree  of 
annoyance '^highly  injurious  to  the  interest, 
and  discreditable  to  the  maritime  superiority, 
of  Great  firitati.-'XIV.  With  equal  sorrow, 
and  with  no  less  astonishment,  we  have  ob- 
served those  delays  and  uncertainties,  and 
that  apparent  perplexity  and  fluctuation  of 


counc^ils,  which  have  marked  the  conduct  of 
the  War  Department  of  the  State,  which 
have  hitherto  prevented  the  execution  u( 
those  measures  which  Ministers  persuaded 
the  late  Parliament  to  enact,  and  upon  which 
they  themselves  proteased  so  greatly  to  rely 
for  the  internal  defence  of  the  Empire) 
which  have^^o  long  confined  our  expeditions 
within  our  own  ports,  and  have  rendered  the 
tnilitary  preparations  of  this  Government  at 
once  inedectual  to  the  anooyanceof  the  ene- 
my, and  a  ja<;t  ground  of  disfiatisfaction  and  , 
disappointment  to  the  nation  at  iarge.< — XV. 
We  rejoice  iu  the  opp«rtunity  of  congracu* 
lating  his  Majesty  on  the  capture  of  tliat  va- 
luable and  important  Setth*raent,  tJie  Ca})e 
Good  Hope,  by  these  distinguished  Otiicers, 
Sir  D  Bairdand  Sir  H  Popham.  We  have, 
hovever,  tlie  consolation  and  gratiiication  uf 
being  able  to  recal  his  Majesty's  cttention  to 
acquisitions  and  achievements  in  tlie  c^mrse 
oi  the  present  yeiir,  by  which,  notwith-. 
••tending  the  apparent  inactivit)'  of  his  Ma- 
je  ty's  present  servants,  t!ie  crccUt  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's arras,  by  sea  and  land,  has  boen  sus- 
tained in  the  different  quarters  of  the  Globe, 
We  congratulate  his  i\l;>jc.sty  on  the  sign*!! 
advantagiij  obtained  l>y  his  Majesty's  arni.s  in 
the  Expedition  under  Sir  II.  Popbani,  and 
Creneral  Beresford,  against  tlic  Spaniih  St-t- 
tlement  of  Bueiios  Ay  res ;  advantages  which , 
if  P'»asonably  supported  and  diligently 'im- 
proved, must  b9,iu  tbe  hii^hesi degree  vaJuar 
lie. t;)  this  country',  openuig  freih  channels 
of  commcicial  entcrprize,  and  affording 
new  and  increasing  encouragement  to  British 
manufactures  and  uavigation ;  advantages 
dimbly  important  at  ^i  moment  when  tha 
otlicr  markets  of  llie  worlrl  are  artempted  t** 
bje  close  I  against  us. — JiVi,  We  reflect 
with  heart  felt  exultation^  on  the  brillianc 
victory  obtained  on  i])e  plaiiw^  of  Maida,  by 
his  Maje^ly^s  I«ind  forces,  under  the  gaHant 
and  able  conduct  of  S'.t  J.  Stuart,  over  a 
French  armv,  superior  in  niimbers.  Wa 
feel  the  fiali  value  of  the  seasonable  clieck 
given  by  this  splendid  achievement  to  thti 
overweening  con ftdence  of  the  enemy  :  and 
of  the  proof  which  it  aJlVirds  that  the  charac-* 
ter  and  constitution  of  the  British  army  wer4  . 
not  inadequate,  upon  thw^ir  ancient  fooling, 
to  maintain  unimpaired,  thii  lustre  of  tli^ 
British  name,,  and  the  military  glory  of  ouf 
ancestors. — XVIL  TIkiI  we  jihall  nevertb«- 
less  examine,  with  due  attention  and  solici* 
tude.  into  the  effect  of  that  new  system 
which  the  late  Parliament  were  induced  to 
adobt,  for  improving  the  character,  as  well 
as  augmenting  the  amount  of  his  Majesty'* 
Regular  Forces 3  willing  to  hope  tliat  w# 
shall  have  the  sati&^cciou  of  discovering  ai^ 
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irtiprovement  so  striking,  and  an  Hugmenta- 
4ion  so  rapid  aiMkabOndant,  as  at  once  to  have 
fiipplted  all  the  deticiences  atising  from  the 
dliiuse  of  lOch  measures  as  have  been  either 
aboltsbed  or  suspended,  and  to  compensate 
Jor  the  cenain,  permanent,  awd  large  addi- 
tron  which  they  have  necessarily  occabioneJ  to 
the  military  expenditure  of  the  State. — XVIH 
We  shall  investigate  with  equal  care,  the 
state  of  our  other  military  establishments,  and 
paitkfalarly  tliat  of  the  Vohinteers,  the 
cheap,  efl^ciem,  end  patriotic  defence  of  the 
Uutted  Kingdom ;  we  trust  and  believe  that 
We  shall  find  them,  in  spite  of  all  discourage- 
mewi  and  d'rscountcnance,  neither  abated  in 
aeal,  nor,  as  yet,  materially  reduced  in 
numberjj,  at  a  period  when  it  appears  but  too 
probable  that  their  ser\'ices  may  be  more 
Upl  ever  essential  to  their  countryr.— XIX. 
^Bnat  we  are  fully  sensible  of  his  Majesty's  pa- 
ternal affection  for  his  subjects  manifested 
in  the  regret  which  he  expresses  at  being 
compelled  to  call  upon  them  for  sacrifices  oi' 
tb  great  an  extent  as  may  be  necessary  in  the 
present  crisis  of  afl'airs.  That  however  pain- 
ful the  duty  of  imposing  fresh  burdens 
upon  the  people,  we  shall,  however,  not 
ihrinkfrom  discharging  it  j  satisfied  as  we  are 
of  the  prevailing  determination  of  all  ranks 

'  of  the  cofnmunity.  to  submit  with  dieerful- 
ness  to  ihe  |^i4h»J>eiisible  necessity  of  provi- 
ding niean?  for  t)K  continuance  of  a  contest, 
in  the  issue  of  which  public  safety  and  pri- 
vflte  hj^piness  arc  alike  inseparably  involved. 
—XX.  iTiat  we  earnestly  wish  it  were  in 
our.  power  to  close  our  address  here.  But 
v/e  feel  that  we  should  be  wanting  as  well  in 
duty  to  his  iVlaje&ty  as  in  fidelity  to  that  peo- 
ple, in  whose  name  and  on  whose  behalf  we 
are  proffering  sacrifices  unexampled  in  mag- 
nitude and  ihdefijiite  in  duration,  if  we  w(*re 

"  to  disguise  fr*orp  bis  Majesty  the  deep  arid  ge- 
neral sentiment  which  prevails  respecting  the 
tOeasores  whidvprecededand  accompanied 
the  late  general  election. — ^XXIF.  Far  be  it 
firom  us  to  question  his  Majesty's  und6abted 
prerogative  Bat  w'e  cannot  reflect  without 
concern  and  disapprobation  upon  the  circums- 
tances of  surprise  and  deception  whidi  attended 
die  sudden  exercise  of  that  prerogative  in  the 
dmqiution  of  the  late  Pariiment  j  and  par- 
titulitrly  upon  the  irreverent  use  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Royal  name  in  a  procbmation  sum- 
aiotling  the  late  ParJiafneiit  to  meet  no  fixed 
atld  no  distaat  day,  issued  at  a  period,  when 
tlte  mcasive  o(  dissolving  that  Parliament 
niust  already  have  been  in  contemplation. — 
XXUl.    Connected  also  with  this  subject, 
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we  cannot  forbear  to  notice  rumours  which 
strofidy  prevail  throughout  th6  country,  of  the 
ni^srimproper  and  unconstitutional  intjerfe- 
reftce  of  his  Majesty** Ministers  in  the  course 
of  the  late  f^tions ;  rumours  at  once  highly 
discreditable  and  injurious  to  his  Majesty's 
government,  and  to  the  independent  character 
of  'Parliament.^XXI  V.  We  hope  thar.upon 
inquiry  aiul  exanirtliation  they  may  be  proved 
to  he  utterly  unfounded :  convinced  as  we 
ate,  that  the  tendency  (though  we  trutt  not 
theefiect)  of  such  inteference,  as  is  alkidg- 
ad,  must  have  been  to  revolt  and  disgust  the 
well-atfected  part  of  the  community,  and  to 
sow  distraction  and  discontent  in  place  of  that 
unanimi^  whicli  is  so  loudly  called  for;— ^at 
a  moment  when  die  prosperity  of  the  British 
Empire  appends  upon  the  consenting  and 
cordial  co^peradon  of  all  orders  and  de- 
scripdon  of  the  people.  Convinced  also,  that 
it  is  our  peculiar  duty,  as  it  is  the  common 
interest  of  all  those  who  prize  as  it  deserves, 
the  inestimable  blessing  of  a  free  form  of  go- 
verment,  to  mark  with  our  strongest  reprehen- 
sion a  perversion  of  power  which  would  be  too 
well -calculated  to -favour  thosQ  delusive  and 
dangerous  theories  which  .stignutize  the 
House  of  Commons  as  an  inadequate  repre- 
sentative of  thepeople.-^XXV.  But  while 
wc  feelthU  most  tmplesant  duty  forced  upon 
us,  in^'indication  of  our  own  independence, 
and-of  the  rights  of  those  wli9«a  we  repre- 
sent, we  humbly  ao4  eamestly  entreat  his 
Majesty  to  be  persnade^  that  neitlier  this 
nor  any  other  misconduct  of  his  Majesty's 
Ministers  can  ^ssendally  affect  the  firm  aud 
settled  purpose  of  this  House  r.nd  of^  the 
great  body  of  the  nation,  to  unite  in  that 
general  cause,  and  against  that  common  d.t ti- 
ger—in  comparison  with  which  all  other 
considerations,  however  important  in  them- 
selves, are  at  the  present  moment  unfortuna- 
tely, inferior  and  subordinate.  — XX VI. 
And  we  venture  confidendy  to  assure  his 
M'Aje^,  that  great  and  unexampled  as  are  thd 
difficulties  and  dangers  which  surround  us,  his 
Majesty  possesses  in  the  wealth  and  prosperity 
of  his  dominions,  in  the  loyalty  and  firmness 
of  his  Pariiment,  in  the  bravery  of  his 
fleets  and  armies,  and  in  the  affecdon,  zeal 
and  courage  of  his  people  —  resources 
which,  if  wisely  called  forth  Bod  diligendy 
and  judiciously  applied,  are  yet  amply  suffici- 
ent to  ensure  tlie  safety  and  honour  of  the  Brl- 
dsh  Empire,  aiKl  to  maintain  the  only  re- 
maining hope,  under  Divine  Providence,  (or 
the  restoration  of  the  liberdes  and  happinesf 
of  mankind. 
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•*,Alto  all/h:>wevtf»  the  trtit!i  h?,*  that  the  threat  (thq. American  non-impprtotion  act)  cannot  he  put  ia 
•*  ftjieaitjtn.  The  thm%  isHmptijwiWe ;  ancT,  when  the  reader  ha*  dtily  considered  -rhat  has  been  said  aV>ve, 
•*  tocecber  with  what  he  5iriU  ftud  in  page  6<K>,  Vol.  VTII,  htf  will  j  I  aii  persuaded,  be  oonvlnced,  that  our 
••  only  da^r,  at  p/escct^  with.  respe<^  to  Anuiica,  is,  ifrat,  from  not  wdl  ondetstandins  aH  the  tnfttteifl 
**  connected  with  tKt  subject,  our  negotiators  may  he  uiduqcdtog^  loo-faf  iaihe  way  of  contcMioii^-^— 
Political  Reoistbr,  Vol.  X,  page  976. 

97]  '^-:—^-—^ : ^^ ^  [«8 

TO  PRitNpS  4K^D.goaRB8B(nilrt'KX8. 

•The  uisan  vindktivenessof  many  persom, ' 
u'lw  send  me  letters  4br  tire  sole  purpOBe  of 
.puttiiig  me  to,expeocf,  bas  compelled  one  to 
fofui'  the  resolution;  te  receive,  hencefo'r- 
wani,  no  Itojer,  of  any  description,  or  from 
any  quarter,  (exicopt  letter«  by  the.  Tnvo- 
peony-Posl)  tuakss  it  comti  free  0/ postage. 
My  fneod*  will,  l.am  ceriain,  when  they 
consider  the^  cause,  have  the  goodtees*  to  ex- 
cuse theadililiunal  trouble,  tbat  I  shall  thiw 
.  give  them  j  but,  I  shaiii  al^rays  take  care  to 
pay  the  poitage  qfjf^y  letters  to  them'.  That 
th^e  should  l^  men  so  m^n  and  90  ba^e  as 
to  resort  to  the  Koudm^  of  at*&nymous  betters 


pi^sent  rtlmber),  bj  a  statement  evidentlj  , 
intended' to  call  the  immediate  attentjod  of* 
thie  jtwo  hoiues  to  the  subject  of  the  non-im- 
pdvtattpn  act,  which,  obserte*  was  to  begin 
Its  operafitti  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  prt?- 
te*dng  month.— Tlic  lower  house  didnot 
tatry  long  before  tb«y  began  to  do  away  this 
fooKsh  act ;  for,  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
^ih' of  December,  wcflnd,  b  the  Washing- 
ton n*ws-paper,  the  following  report: — 
"  ^e  report  djf  the  t)ill  for  strspending  the 
''  n^^^mportation  aety  was  taken  iilto  con- 
"  Hid^ration— Mr.  Cbowninshi^ld  was  of 
"  /Opinion  that  it  ought  mfi  to  be  suspended 
if  at  all  Mr.  Sloart  was  of  the  s^ne  opinion,  ■ 
for  the  purpose  above-nientionod  is  shockftig^-'  *'  but  wall  win mg  thar  i  pov^er  \o  tliat  effect 
to.  tkiak  df ;    but,  such  is  the  fact  ^  and,     **  «h!t>i^  be  lodgod  in  the  president.    He 

*'  th(^ight4f  it  were  stl'^nded  by  Act  of 
"  Congress,  -the  terms.  or«iipen«5ion  should 


thonghn  at  tlie  G^jwal-fost  Oifiee,  I  have, 
•  whiea  I  tave  made  application  in  such  caws, 
0i«N|F^j6»a»^c4is|^ioh  to  retunwiie,the 
poslagej  yet,^{h<^^is,  ^s*it  wilke^srly  be^ 
.  €Qpceifei{p  no  little  trouble  atteuding  sttdi 
amplicatiopsj  and,  after  having  tried  every  . 
ot^r  way  that  I  could  t|,iink  of,  the  one  wiwch 
r  {lave  now  determined  upon^  appears  to  be. 
the  only  n)ean«  of  protecting  myself  against 
this  dastardly  gpecies.of  robbery  .^^-^ — My  ad- 
dsesa  is,  always,  at  No.  5,  Panton  Square, 
London.  Orders  for  the  Political  Register^ 
the  Parliameatary  Debates^or  the  Pariiamen*<- 
tarjr  History,,  are  addressed  to  my  pubHaher, 
Mr,  Richard' Bagshaw,.  Brydg^  Street,  Co. 
veot  Gardea,  I  having  nothing  at  all  to  do 
wiUvthe  retail  sa)^<  or  the  distributing,  of 
eithor  of  those  works. 


^UWMARY  OF  POLITICS. 
'AMERICAN  6TATES-*.Iothe  article, 
from  wbffclx  rev  motto  is  taken,  the  reasons, 
upoowjilob  the  optt^K^  expressed  in  the 
molita  was,  foui\$led,  were-  stated  at  large  j 
and*  if  i^  t>e  vanity,  J  trust  it  is^xcuseable 
vaaiij,  tQ  say  that  evenu  have  proved  the 
tattp^ness  (^  those  reasons,  and  ha\*e  faWy 
verified  ik^t  opiiHoti.  Tl^  congress,  it  ap- 
poars.  Q^et  on  the  3nd  of  Deoeoiber.  The 
mfident,  :in  hi»  opening  message,  begint> 
f«  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  that  docu- 
«iOt  (vbich  v(*iU  ba  foimd  \a  p.  153  of  the 


not  last  1*y<^>he  month  of  Februaiy  .— 
>f*^'Mr,  RAN'bqr.rirtSrJ,  that  he  hasjl  tmder- 
"  stood  tl>c sen«e  of  thehouse  to  be  that  tiia 
*'  law  should  not  be  suspended  s»  long  as 
"  the  30th  of  June  nexf ;  he  hnd  however 
**  named  that  day.^  It  now  seeqned,  from 
**  the  dftcumieijts  before  them,  that  the  con- 
*'  .duct  of  G.  Britain  towaixis  u*.  was  tnoya 
'*  frivndly  than  at  the  last  stN4loo,  when  it 
-^^  was  stated  to  i>e  extremely  hostile,  and 
*•  when  the  Noo-importiUioa  Law  w»as, 
'•  notwithstanding,  siw[>ended  until  thel^^h 
**  of  Nov.  He  would,. therefore,  noirroova 
*'  that  the  Wank  should  be  filled  with  the 
"  3l8t  of  Dec,  next.-^Mr.  Etuor  seconde4 
"  the  motion,  and  wo^  in  favour  of  an  en- 
"  tire  repeal.  Congress  wocld  rise  befbra 
'•  tlie  SOthof  June.  Iheir  session  wtnild 
*'  constimtionaHy  close  on  the  3d  of  Mard). 
*'  The  Tuerchants  would  not  knovv*  what  to 
"  do  with  their  orders  ;  ^  ftrmers  would 
"  beat  a  loss  10  dispose  6f* their  pnxjuce. 
"  Andthei*  nation  had  itlyaded  as,  and  we 
"  shouW  not  Wantonly  qnerrrel  with  O.  Bri*- 
**  tain.— Mr  BiDWKtt  Was  in  fatoar  of  ffi© 
'*  90th  of  June,  so  wa$  Mr.  SMith,  who 
*'  Ihoiight  that  the  mensnr^  hod  had  a  saiu- 
^  <ary  eftecl. — MrRANz^cTLi'H  dhelared  that, 
"  ^though  iu  the  Select  Committee  he  bad 
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*'  proposed  t^e  30th  of  June,  he  was  now 
"  clearly  contincctl^  from  the  subsequent 
*'  repViesenfatrons    f  hicb  had  been  made, 
*'  that  much    commercial    embarrassment 
**  would  proceed  from  ihe  period  taking 
*'  place  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  with- 
"  out  any  power  being  vested  in  the  A4- 
''  ministration  to  prolong  it, — On  the  motion 
*'  being  taken  for  filling  the  blank  with 
"  '  Dec.  31^*  there  were  for  it  46;  against 
"  it  94.     It  was  then  moved  and  seconded, 
"  that  the  Bill  should  be  re-committed,  irr 
"  order  to  give  to  the  President  the  right  of 
"  sus|>cnding  the  operation  of  the  law.  Thrs 
"  motion  was  lost ;  il>e  blank  was  then  iill- 
*'  ed  up  Wiih  the  words  *  July  1  /  and,  on 
♦*  the  3d  reading  of  the  Bill,  it  passed  in  the 
**  affirmaiive;  Ayes,  10;  Noes,  5/* — ^Thus, 
then,  tliis  terrible  act,  which  had   well-nigh 
Scared  some  of  our  commercial  polfticians 
oiit  of  the  little  sense  tliey  had,  has  blown 
off  again,  ia  a  putT,  until  the   Ist  of  July 
next;  and  that,  too,  observe,  withoufany 
thing  having  been  conceded,  or  any  thing 
hqvijig  been  dune  at  all,  by  us;  for,  the 
PresideiU  had  no  communication  whatever 
to  lay  before  the  Kmife  from  his  ministers, 
or  Commissioners,  in  f.ngland.  What  will  Mr 
Spankie,  the  editor  of  ihe  Morning  Chronicle, 
aay^o  this  ?  Why,  I  am  afraid  {for  I  do  not 
yet  despair  of  Aiw),  that  he  will  refer  to 
the  speech  of  Mk.  RAXDOLrH,  and  say,  that 
Ihe  act  has  been  suspei>ded^  on  account  of 
the  altered  conduct  of  ihe  government  of 
Knglaud.    f  am  afraid,  that,  forgetting  his 
country's  interest  and  honour,  and  dinging 
to  the  cant  of  the  treasury,  1«  will  ascribe 
this  ncyf  suspension  to  the  discretion  and 
wisck>m  of  the  ministers.     But,  unluckily 
for  any  position  of  this  sort,  the  act  was 
passed  during  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
and  was  then,  even  in  the  moment  of  its 
passing ;  even  when,  as  Mr.  Randolph  ^y^, 
"  Great  Britain's  conduct  wa:i  Tnost  hostile 
"  tuavards  the  Amencan  States  3"  even  then, 
thfti^ratipn  of  the  act  was  su-pended  until 
the  25th  of  the  tlien   next  November,   a 
space  of  more  than  six  months,  and  termi- 
naVn>g  at  the  tinie  when  the  Congress  would, 
in  ail  probability,  have  met  again  ;    that  is 
to  say,, .the  suspension  was  to  terminate  at 
tlie.  tery  time  when  it  would  be  in  the  power 
vt\  Congress  to  suspend  it  a-new ;    or,  in 
otker  word^,  to  prevent  its  operation  iiiom 
exposing  those  who.  made  it  to  contempt. 
Bi>f^  tU*^e,  weje  seventeen  d^ys  between  the 
15jh  iA  Noveml  er-^jd  the  2nd  of  December, 
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Not  one  of  them  experienced  .any  deby  in 
landing  their  cargoes  j  and  the  law,  Hke  the 
Parish  Billof  jour  wiseacres,  Pitt  and  histni- 
nions,  served  .only  to  expose  the  imis^cUity  of 
its  supporters, -t^iVhout  haWng,  however,  like 
our  law,  giveHany ^otHei an  hour*ir yexation, 
the  people  of.  Aownofl  fc«vh>g  compared 
their    wiseacres    to    CJn-oBonotonibologos, ' 
wba,  m  strains  of  Fitt-like  bombast,  gives  ' 
orrders  ih-dt  no  one  shalt,  in  fmure,  debase 
himself  by  submitting  to  the-  powe^  of  the  • 
god  of  sleep. Sach  an  act  cannot  be  exe- 
cuted in  Anjerfca  -for  any  length  of  time. 
*'  It  U'as"  as  I  beftiife  obser\*ed  (p.  4  of  this 
▼oJmn*),  '*^  hasty- effosion  of  vanity  and 
*♦  ignorance.     A  sort  of  trick  tor  try  ns." 
And,  though  I  am  not  free  from  appreberr- 
sions  upon  the  stibject,  -1  yet  hope,  that  the 
trick  has  failed.     The  questions  which  have 
been  put  to  Lord  Howrck,  relating  to  the 
treaty  now  concluded  v.'ith  the  Amerkans, 
have  not,  indeed,  been  answered  in  a  man* 
ner  that  tendi  to  kssen  my  apprehensions. 
Yet,  I  do  still  hope,  that  nothing  material 
ba»  been  conceded  >  if  there  has,  eternal  ex- 
ecration will  be  dne  to  all  amd  to  every  one, 
who  hare  bad  act  or  part  in  the  negociating 
or  the  a)>proving  of  this  treat)^,— In  my 
article  of  the  20th  December,  above  referred 
to,  I  mentioned,  amongst  the  motives  that 
might  induce  certam  persons  to  wisli  govem- 
n:ent  to  concede  any  thing  to  Anaerica,  ra- 
ther than  run  the  risk  of  a  rupture,  the  pos- 
sesuroDs  which  those  persons  baye  in  ike 
funds  of  Amertea-,    and,  I  am  sorry  to  hare 
seen  in  an  American  newspaper,   that  one 
in    this  country,    nc\r   closely    related    to 
persons  in  that  country^  has  great  possessions 
m  those  funds.  1  had  heard  of  this  some  years 
ago ;  but  f  was  in  hopes^  that  an  elevation  a^ 
unexpected  by  all  the  world  as  it  was  un- 
merited by  the  party  elevated,  might  have 
wrought  some  change  in  his  way  of  thinking, 
and  might  luive  given  him  confidence  in  tlie  " 
courage  and  resources  of  his  own  country, 
to  which   he  is  so  dtar.     I  hxvn  heard  of 
others  too,  and,  some  of  them,  persons  wlw 
have  won  their  riches  by  the  valor  of  EngHsh 
sailors,  resorting  to  America  as  a  place  for 
depositing  tlkjir  weahh.     I  have  beard  dt 
'  noble -men  5  aye,  and  of  ancient  finmily  too, 
who  have  sent  their  rents,  the  fruit  qf'Eirg* 
Ihh  lahonr,  to  the  same  pJnfe  qf  safety.     I 
feared  the  influence  of  all  this  upon  the  late 
negoctation ;  and,  all  that  I  will  add  at  pre- 
sent, on  tlie  subject,  is,  that  I  sincerely  hope 
my  fears  may  prove  groundless;  but,  if  they 


during,  which  this  famou-  Uiw  was  in  force  j    -  should  not,  if  any  material  part  of  our  best 


but,  what  Jon  €  IsidL  it?  Perhaps  twenty 
ships,  laded. .  in  p.  %i  at  least  with  the  pro- 
hibited articles,  an  ivcd  during  those  days, 


rights  sliall  have  been  a;!crificed,  I  think, 
(though  I  must  hold  ray  tongue),  tlmt  tliey 
bare  been  sacrificed  from  the  batxcst  of^  mo* 
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ti^es.-i^--^UiKlef  the  head  of  "  American 
States,".  I  na«ntioned,  in  page  10  of  the 
present  rolarae,  the  affair  of  Mr.  Burr,  Vrte 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  who 
^jjhad  been,  or  was  ahbut  to  be,  arrested  upon 
'  acharge-of  high  treason,  having,  a«  was  al- 
le<%ed,  fonn«i  the  seheme  of  separating  the 
Mississi)>p(  States  from  the  Atlantic  States, 
and  of  erecting  in  the  former,  a  kingly  go- 
vernment, of  which  he  intended  to  be  at  the 
head.  I  there  gave  it  as  my  opinrtm,  that 
though  Mr.  Bnrr  might  foil,  some  othei'man 
wvuki,  'ere  long,  socceed  in  some  such 
scheme.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  reader  to 
the  article  of  which  I  am  speaking ;  and,  fr  >m 
the  fallowing  account,  taken  from  the  Ame- 
rican papers,  he  will  be  easily  able  to  esti- 
mate the  power  of  the  Federal  government 

in  the  MississipfM  Slates. *^  Jmige  lunis, 

"  (at  the  Federal  court  in  Kentucky),  hav- 
"  ing  taken  time  to  consider  the  application 
**  of  the  Attorney  of  the  di^rict,  which  was 
"  to  issue  process  to  eirforce  the  attendance 
'•  of  Mr.  Burr,  to  answer  interrogatories 
**  whether  he  was  engaged  in  the  scheme 
"  ascribed  to  him,  and  to  enforce  the  at- 
"  tendance  of  witnesses  to  give  testimony 
"  on  the  same  point,  on  die  7th  or  8th  of 
**  Nov*  pronounced  the  decision  of  the 
"  court,  which  was,  that  the  court  did  not 
"possess  th^  power  to  grant  the  motion, 
"  and  if  they  did,  that  the  affidavit  was  not 

**  .sufHcient  ground  for  it. On  the  mo- 

'*  tionof  the  Attorrfey  of  the  District,  the 
"  court  then  ordered  the  Grand  Jury  to  be 
"  summoned  instanter,  which  was  accord- 
"  ingly  Ibrmed  during  tlie  silting  of  the 
"-court.  At  this  point  of  time  Mr  Burr, 
"  attendee^  by  his  Counsel,  appeared  in 
'■'  court.  Mr.  Burr  addressed  tiie  court, 
"  and  said,  that  having  understood,  just  as 
"  he  was  about  to  leave  the  State,  that  cer- 
"  lain  charges  had  been  preferred  against 
**  him,  be  had  come  from  Lexington  f(ir 
"  the  purpose  of  requesting  an  immediate 
"  investigation  might  be  had.— —Mr  Da- 
*'  veisfi,  the  District  Attorney,  said,  he  was 
"  not  prepared  to  go  Into  an  iaunedidte  in- 
•*  veitigation  befoi^  the  Grand  Jmy,  and 
"  mov^  that  they  should  be  dismissed  until 
'•  the  WednesdaJ*  Ibllowing  to  give  him  an 
"  opportunity,  intl^e  mean  time,  to  summon 
"  his  witnesses,  llie  court  granted  the  mo- 
"  tion.  On  Wednesday  the  court  met.  Of 
"13  wltoessea  summoned^  12  appeared. 
"  Theoaly  absent  witness  was  a  member  of 
"  .the  Legislature  of  the  Indian  territory, 
'*  theo  sakl  to  be  sitting.  The  Grand  Jury 
"  Hkewise  attended.— —*I a  this  stage  of  the 
"  business,  Mr.  Dav^iss,  it  is  said,  without 
'^  af^figning  any  reason^  informed  the  Court 
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"  that  he  was  not  prepared  to  carry  the  case 
*•  before  the  Grand  Jury,  and  moved  their 
"  discharge,  which  accordingly  took  place. 
'*  No  reasons  are  ofsi^nedfor  this  most  ex-* 
*•  traordinartf  course  of  procedure.  The 
*'  state  of  the  public  mind  at  Kentucky  was 
**  tranquil,  and  not  a  v^ice  teas  heard  in 

"    FAVOUR  OF    SEPAEATION.** This    cjt  • 

sing  sentence  natui ally  puts  me  in  mind  ot 
the  artides,  in  our  ministerial  prints,  respect** 
ing  the  state  of  Ireland,  upon  the  eve  of  a 
commotion.  "  The  public  mind  in  Kcn- 
.  tucky  was  trattquiir  Indeed !  What,  though 
Mr.  Burr  was  brought  to  answer  to  a  motion 
of  the  Attoniey  General,  yet  the  peoplegavo 
no  manifestations,  at  least,  openly,  of  dis- 
content 5  and  the  public  mind  was  tranquil ' 
What  an  obedient  and  forbearing  public 
mind  this  must  be  !  But,  ^his  is  not  all : 
there  was  no  talk  even  of  a  separation  from 
the  Federal  Grovernment.  The  assertion 
does  not,  indeed,  go  quite  this  length.  There 
had  been  a  talk,  seemingly  j  but,  "  not  a 
"  voice  was  heard  in  Javour  of  the  separa- 
"  tion."  Tliat  is  to  say,  there  v^^s  not  a 
man,  no,  not  a  single  man,  who  decidedly 
and  openltf  declared  his  wish  to  commit  high 
treason  !  What  a  striking  instance  of  docili- 
ty !  What  a  convincing  proof  of  the  attach- 
ment c,f  th*.  Western  people  to  the  Fede  i\ 

Government! -This  couwtry  viust  divide. 

The  separation  miis/  take  place  j  and,  my 
opinion  is,  that  it  will  be  rntx)  three  parcels 
of  teiTitory,  if  not  more  ;  for,  as  to  New 
England  remaining,  for  many  years,  under  a 
government,  the  seat  of  which  is  six  hundred 
miles  from  Boston,  the  idea  is  perfectly  ab' 
surd. 

Llotd's  Fu!*t>,— — Lord  Howick*s  ob«« 
»cr\'ationS  upon  the  conduct  of  the  little  go- 
vernment at  Lloyd's,  have  produced  a  bat- 
tling between  the  anti-ministerial  and  the. 
ministerial  newspapers,  the  former  being ' 
the  assailants,  and  having  bcg\in  by  an  attnck 
upon  his  lordship,  so  strongly  marked  by  in- 
solence as  well  as  ignorance,  that  it  is  next  to 
impossible  tiiat  it  should  n:>t  have  origiiwtf^d 
with  the  little  impudent  government  it<elf. 
The  Courier  (the  advocate  of  the  Lloyd's  men) 
says,  that  no  fault  would  ha^'e  been  tound  of 
the  institution,  if  the  Committee  had  net 
given  a  reward  to  an  officer  disliked  by  the 
ministers,  alluding  to.  Sir  Home  Pophvim  ; 
and,  indeed,  the  Morning  Chronicle  (the  cr* 
fender  of  the  ministers)  can,  I  frar,  tnak« 
but  little  out  against  this  c!  ar^e.  JBut,  at 
to  me^  be  it  recollected,  that  I  was  opposed 
to  the  fund  from  the  beginning  j  upon  prin- 
ciple )  and,  for  reasotis  stated  as  cleirrly  as  1 
was  able  to  stale  them. — -^Thc  Cwrier 
a^s^  *'  how  the  Committee  were  to  kno^', 
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'  that  Sir  Hon;>j|  pppliam  bad  , beep  guilty 
*  o(dlso/u',  it  ue  nf  orders  >**  and,  ,  it  is  well 
asked.  TJiereca^i  be  no  answer  givep  to  it  j 
an<i,  I,  far  my  part,  am  d^iigjittrd  to  Jiear  ^he 
piTsent  rainistry  taunted  witl^  the  fact,  that 
many  of  ^ht?in  gave  th<;ir  money,  for  the 


purpose  of  er^cUug  tliisliit^guvernmentj 
foj;  es^tablishiug  this  dangerous  an^  hateful 
combination  of  unlawful  taxers  and  rulers. — 
I  gxhorted  the  pftisent  ministry  ib  put  down 
this  impudent  confederation.  IhAY  y^f^^ 
all  convinced,  that  the  collections  in  the 
churches  were  junlawtuli  and  tliat  ^very  mi- 
nister of  the  established  church,  who  per- 
mitted those  collections,  would  hay^  been 
severely  punished,  if  the  law  of  the  land  liad 
*  b^n  duly  executed,.  Of  this  they  were  all 
convinced  3  and,  if  they,  liad  not  qom^  into 
power,  they  would  have  brought  forward 
the  subject  in  pailiament,  and  would  havte 
cliarged  thef  late  law-otfic^s  of  the  crown 
wjlh  a  g'*oss  and  scandalous  neglect  of  their 
duty.  Now  the  ministers  see  the  conse- 
quence of  not  having  seized  on  the  monster 
at  once.  They  now  see  what  a  formidable 
rival  tliey  have  in  the  affections  of  the  Navy 
anci  the  Army.  They  now  complain  ;  bur, 
they  do  not  complain  with  a  very  good  grace. 
Let  us  hopei  however,  that  they  will  have 
the  courage  to  put  an  end  ta  the  con ipderg- 
tion  ;  for^  if  tlie/'  do  not,  ir^ill  put  an  end, 
no't  only  to  their  exerqisi«g^of  the.  powers  of 

th.e  slate,  but  to  that  power  ftself.^ Tlje 

argument,  that  the  Lloyd's  n^n,  that  is  to 
sa; ,  the  stock-jobtjers  cj  London,  were  not 
informed,  and  could  not  know,  that  Sir 
Home  Popham  had  be^i  guilty  of  di«pbe- 
diehce  of  orders,  is  very  good,  is  perfectly 
unanswerable,  as  toward^. th^  diitiisters/ who 
had  been  nine  months  in  power  without 
haying  expressed  any  dislike  of  ihe  confede- 
ration J  and,  it  is  also  very  good  towards  the 
Morning  Chronicle,  which  had  never  pro- 
posed to  put  the  combination  down,  and 
which,  at  one  time.  evei>  reproved  me,  in  no 
very  eon  tie  language,  for  expressing  my  de-. 
testation  of  it ;  but,  as  towards  me,  as  to- 
wards those  v^ha  objected  to  the  existence  of 
$ach  a  con/ede.ration,  it  is  a  most  excellent 
argument  of  attack  upon  that  confederation } 
for,  what  must  every  reasonable  man  think 
ofleftving  the  granting  of  rewards  and  ho- 
nours in  the  hands  of  a  set  of  person^,  who, 
'  in  luhtification  of  themselves  against  a  charge 
of  having. misapplied  ^h«m,  plead,  as  their 
JBhIy  defence,  an  ignorance  of  the  foot  of 
-wlieiHer  they  were  merited  or  not?  "  Ig- 
norant !**  yes,  to  bp  sure  they  were.  How 
•hpuld  they  be,  otherwise  ?  H»iw  sliould  tliey 
;i8ver  know  any  thing  of  such  matters  ?  Th^ 
ar«ij;uoraut  of  every  tliing,  except. the  art^pjf 
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workiijig.tlie  ta»es.  into  ihmt  pock«to-f  and  * 
how,  then,  should,  they  know,  aoy   thing 
about. ibe  bestowing  properly  of  rewwds  ; 
and  honours?  Their  fuDd  waa  rais^ i Irom 
the  two- fold  .source  of  hypocrisy>  aOd.no* 
tliiiiking-foily;  and,  of  suioh  lafrgesses^  igoo- 
rapce  and  facti6usues8  s«^m  tobeihe«iotC  i 
appropriate  scewards.-^-n— When  I  complain  , 
of  the  ministers  not  h4vipg»  at  once,  seized 
the  confederation  and  put  an  end  to  it,  I  wish  > 
not  to  be  si^pposed  to  charge  them  with  any  . 
very  ^rcat  inconsistency^  if  they  do  their  du- 
ty, in  this  respect,  now.    They  may  .kw»  . 
thought,  though  1  should  not,  that  it  wa3 
best  10  wait  for  jsome  glaring  instance  of  the  . 
mischievous  teojlency  of  theconfederaiioti«  • 
Besides,  they  haVehad*  much  to.gttnad  to; 
and,  if  they  dp  their  duty  now,  no  great  i 
bl^e  Qan,  as  fo  tliiii  matter,  be; :  imputed  to  . 
tliem.    But,  if  they  flinch  now,,  li  tWy  now  * 
Bu^erihree  or  four  city  stockrjobbing  votes 
to  rii*»train  their  hand,  Uien,  indeeil,  will  they 

£x  theijf  characters  for  ever. There'  are 

sopie  venal  scribes,  who  have  thought  it  • 
likely  tliat  tbey^shoiUd  advance  tlieir  ws^s  • 
by  accusing  me,  ^nd  tbos^  who  tliink  with  ' 
me,  of  a  wish  to  ^ee  confusion  in  the  coiui- 
try  ;  but,  if  this  were  our  wish,  I  must  be 
still  more  weak  than  wicked ;.  for,  ©f  all  jAe  ' 
means  of  creating  confusipn,  of  ell  the  comr 
bipationa  .that  •ever  were  formed  tothe  over- 
setting oi>  government,  the  confederat>ion  at  * 
Lloyd>  is  the  most  likely  to  iucceed.     It 
possesses  the  grand  means  of  making  a  for* 
midahl?  opposition  to  the  government,  lao- 
nof.}  and  it  addresses  itself  to  those  who,  in 
all  eommotions,  must  give  the  turn  to  tlie 
tide,  the  army,  and  the  navy     Its  funds  now 
amount  to  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million 
of  tponey  \  it  has  upon  Us  pension  list  grea  t  - 
nuoibers  of  oiEcers,  soldiers,  and  s$ilor&  >  it  - 
grants  pensions  superior  to  those  coming  to 
persons  in  similar  qaaes»  from  the  crown  -,  it  * 
has  no  orders  to  give,  no  duties  to  impose, 
no  ob^diet>cp  to  exacts  all  which  arc  thrown 
u|^a  tlie  government,  while  the  con  federa- 
tion has  nothing  but  the; amiable  ofEce  6f 
rewarding  and  honouring.    The  coUectious 
made  by  this  confederation  were    illegoL 
Not  only  has  no  body  of  men  in  the  (Country 
a  right  to  raise  money,  in  any  manner,  for 
the  purpose .  oi  seducing  the  army  and  navy 
from  jiheir  Bttac:hment  io  the  king;  but»  part 
of  these  collections,  amounting,  in  all  pro- 
b.ibdity,  to  a  hum/rid  thoumnd  pounds t^et^ 
made  in  direjL^t  violation  of  positive  laws*  llie 
money,  thus  .raised^  is  illegaUy  hold^n  %  and, 
unless  the  confederation  wouW,  upon  appli* 
cation  made  by  the  Attorney  Geoei^l,  im- 
mediately give  it  \xp^  to  be  disponed  of  as  iIm 
king  might  ihiAk6tting>.  they  ought,  tp  hi 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


pro<jecuted.    1,  by  the  aid  of  a  valuable  cor- 
respondent, pr(wed  the  IllegaT^ty  of  llie  col- 
lectlohs  in  the  churclies  (see  Vol.' IX.  p/SJ, 
and  rbe  fotlowing  ones)  j  and,  so  rived  was 
my  resolution  to  put  the  matter  to  the  test, 
Ih'at,  had  the  minister,  in  the  parish  where  I 
reside,   suffered  a  collection,  my  resolution 
\ras  to  have  indicted  him  at  Winchester.  His 
own^^isdtmi,  hisknowledge  of  his  duty,  his 
respect  for  the  law,  and  his  contempt  of  hy- 
pocritical cant,  prevented  thisj  but,  I  scru- 
ple not  to  assert,  that  ever)'  collection  so 
made,  in  the  established  church  of  England, 
was  ah  offence  at  common  law,  on  the  pnrt 
of  the  minister  who  permitted  it,   and  sub- 
jected him  to  tlie  punishment  of  due,  im- 
prisdoment,  and  the  pillory.     Yes,  DocToa 
TrelaKd,  vicar  of  Croydon,  who  hnd  the  < 
'modesty  to  reproach  your  non-tfubscribing . 
parishioriers  with  selfish ness,  and  who  has  . 
got,  by  what  means  you  and  I  know,  three  j 
fat  lluings  in  the  church,  while  hundreds  ofi 
your  brethren   are  half-star\ed  y    yes,  the  I 
pillory,  I  say;  the 'pillory!  Shake  your  ears  } 
at  it  as  long  as  you  please,  I  say,  it  subjected  • 
every  minister,  permitting  it,  to  the  puniah- 
menl  of  the  pillory,  and  that  punishment 

many  of  them  ought  to  have  suffered. 

There  were,  amongst  the  clergy  of  the 
church,  hiany  honourable  exceptions,  and, 
their  merit  was  great  in  proportion  to  the 
licight  of  'he  clamour,  which  the  Jewish 
coiiiede'ration  had,  by  the  means  of  their 
circular  letters  to  the  magistrates  and  otiiers 
(«hlch  letters  were  franked  from  the  Gene- 
ral Post-offiee)  contrived  to  excite  against 
them.  But,  I  can^  iti  no  case,  admit  of  the 
'tolea  of  ignoranre  in  defence  of  the  clergy. 
Men  that  learn  Latin,  and  especlallv  Gre^l^, 
can  never,  surely,  be  ignorant !  Men  who 
possess  th6  "  learned  languages  /'  men  who 
have  spent  .vhole  years  under  black  gowns 
and  four-cornered  caps,  can,  surely,  never 
have  the  face  to  stand  forward  upon  a  plea 

of  ignorance! The    articles  Written  by 

me,  upon  the  subject  of  this  illegal  confede- 
ration, are  to  he  found  in  the  four  preceding 
volumes,  by  referring  to  the  several  indexes, 
under  the  words  Fund  "at  Lloyd's  and 
Lloyd's  Fund.  These  articles  trace  the 
confaderation.frora  its  tlawn  to  the  present 
day;  and.  the  motive  from  which  I  now 
point  th^  out,  is,  tbat  1  am  saiisftcd,  that 
an  impartial  perusal  of  them  willconvince 
ei'ery  man  b(  iK^ise,  who  wi<?hrs  to  see  ifie 
constitntion  preserved,  that  this  offspring  of 
craft,  selfishness  and  anibitlc5n,  on  the  orte 
side,  and  of  hypocrisy  or  folly,  on  the  other 
side,    oiight,  without  a  moment's   loss    of 


w,    oiight,  without  a  moment's 
time,  to  be  put  down  and  anniliirat'cd. . 
•^^c^xds.'AYMiV.-^— Sb!     tliliT  j>ri?g*ons' 


possession,  the  capture  ot  which  ha?,  in  all 
pfobabiliiy,  cost   England  two   hundred  or 
three  hundred  thousand  of  pounds,  is,  at  last, 
said  to  be  re-captured,   and,  with  1.400  of 
our  troops,  many  of  whoni  will  now,   if  the 
news  be  true,  have  to  end  their  days  in  a 
loathson^e  prison,  and,  at  any  rate,  yvill  be 'a 
loss  to  their  country  of  a,  hundred  thousand 
pound-i,  to  say  nothing  of  br'ggage.  str»re$, 
&c.  hcc.  \  and  all  this  we  <*hall  pay,  and  (Hir 
countrymen   suffer,  for  the  chance  of    Sir 
Hon*e  Popham  and  his  associates  enriching 
themselves  by  ihe  pf under  of  a  possession, 
which  it  was  impossil)]c  should  do  this  coun- 
try aiiy  good.     Jt  is  not  after  the  rumour  of 
the  recapture,  observe,  that  1  say  this.     Rv 
a  reference  to  Voj.  X.  paujes  45S,4ij7,  and 
1006,  at  the  last  of  which  places  I  tqok  the 
liberty  to  comment  upon   that  part  of  Mi;. 
Canning's  amcndnunt,  wherein  that  pr6ft)und 
statcsiwan  expresses  his  dignified  regret,  that 
no  tneniion  of  the  important  cojiqgt  st  of 
BueiK)s  Ay  res  had  found  a  place  \v\  the  king^s 
speech;  by  a  reference  to  these  passives,  (t 
Will  be  seen,  that  f  always'lookeU  iipoh  t'le 
capturp  of  the  colon/in  question  as  injttriofis 
to  this  country.     I  stated  tny  reasons  for  this 
opinion,  which   opinion   I  still    entertaii), 
and,  therefore,  *  I  shall  hear  of  t1  e  recapture 
.  wit^  pleasure,  thinking  that  one  yea.'s  mis- 
chief is  better  than  the  mischief  of  twp 
years ;  but,  while  I  shall  rejoice,   that  my 
countr}'  is  delivered  from  th«  bufdcq  anji 
the  oppression  gnd  the  insolence,  which  tlve 
possessioh  of  this  colony  \Mould  have  added 
to  what  It  already  endures,  1  shall  lament  tlje 
iate  of  the  poor  men,  who  wHl  have  been  sa- 
crificed to  the 'greediness  of  their  command- 
ers,  and  I  also  shall  laifnent  that  these  rnen 
Will  be  fobt  to  their  country,  and  their  coun- 
try tg  them,  whiie  she  has  thousands  of  Ha- 
iiovedans  lodged  m  her  houses  and-  feeding 
upon.h*er  produce.-^ — As* to  the  conduct  of 
those  commander.s,  it  is  impossible  to  sprak 
of  it  in  tenut  too  ssaverc:  .for,,  though  they 
would  have  had  no  m^rit  in  case  of  succo<s:^, 
their  demerit  will  be  augipenled  in  pioj.t>r-  . 
tion  to  the  injurywhich  they  will  havt'doive  - 
their  country.     Tlierr  disobedient;e  of  (irUers 
was  a  crime,  which  no  hkcc'-s  could  h^ve 
dti»neaway;  bat,  the  crime  w'iil  be  greaily 
aggravated  by  the  circumslauce  of  its  having* 
led  to  consctjuences,  which,  will   prove  that 
they  r'sked,  on  the  part  ot   their  country   so 

much  in  conmiiuing  it. That  Sir  Hoiih^ 

popham  and  Sir  t>n\\iX  Baird  v.ere  ac'tuateli 
principally  by  a  thirst  jar  pi  iider  L  for  my 
own  part,  }^  v;  no  uoubt.  They  could,  if 
i*i»e  npnrt  be  true,  have  had  no  jccuiait*  in-  . 
formailoii  of  the  stale  of  ihc  enemy  in  that 
part  of  the  w  bfld.    Tliis  is  to  put  the  best 
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construction  upon  the  matter  j  and,  if  they 
bad  not,  what  but  a  thirst  for  plunder,  for 
parks  and  palaces,  could  have  led  them  to 

the  undertaking  of  such  an  expedition  ? 

Now,  when  we  are  weighing  the  conduct  of 
these  cororaanders,  must  we  forget  the  un- 
paralleled arrogance  of  Sir  Home  Popham, 
in  writing  circular  letters  to  the  traders  of 
London,  Liverpool,  Birmingham,  and  other 
places,  taking  upon  him,  like  a  minister,  at 
the  head  of  the  government,  to  give  a  direc- 
tion to  the  commerce  of  the  country.     He. 
iias  thus,  «f  the  report  be  true,  mined  hun- 
dreds of  men  and  their  families.  He  tliought 
to  secure,  by  such  means,  the  popular  voice 
on  his  side.    It  was  an  act  of  daring  hostility 
to  the  government.    It  was  a  thing   that 
hardly  a  man  upon  e^rtb,  except  himscl^', 
would  have  had  the  effrontery  to  do.     In 
shortj  Aw  conduct  in  particular  has  been  so 
outrageously  insolent,  as  well  as  mischievous, 
that  it  is  impossible,  one  would  think,  for 
any  man  to  be  found  to  attempt  an  excuse 
of  It.-i-  -  But,  it  was  said,  and  1  should  sup» 
pose>with  truth,  that,  along  witli  the  intel* 
figence  of  the  capture,  the  commanders  seiit 
home  tl}e  valuables,  which  they  had  seized 
there ;  and,  it  was  said,  that  Sir  Home  Pop- 
ham's  banker,Davison,  had  actually  received 
an  immense  hum  from  liim.  If  this  be  so,  shall 
tliese  coramiiaders  be  allowed  to  retain  their 
plunder  J  this  price  of- their  disobedience, 
and,  if  the  repoit  be  cbrteet,  of  the  blood  of^ 
their  s^ilofs  and  soldiers j'  of  itie. great  in-" 
j  iry  of  their  country?  If  so,  the  miCtlary 

punishment,  that  niay  be  inflicted  on  them, 

Vill,  I  imagine,  have  very  little  weight   in 

the  deterring  of  others  from  following  their 

example.     No :  they  should  be  made  to  dis- 
gorge thi*  pluufler,  not  one  dollar  of  which 

hhould  remaVn  theirs.- — — X^tTe  Ims  been  an 

idea  thrown  out,  that  it  is  unfair  to  attack 

them   in   thdr   absence.      Their   alsenfcl 

\Vhat,  then,  no  ohicer  Is  ever  to  have  his 

poiidact  discussed,  \uuil  li^  return   Home! 

Suppoise  he  neper  return  home  ?  Why,  then, 

you  are  never  to  find  fault  with  him,  to  be 

sure,,  though  he  may  Jjave  caused  your  armies 

to  |)e -massacred  end  your  fleets  to  be  sunk. 

This  is  a*ncw  and  most  comfortable  doctriue. 

You  hear,  for  instance,  that  a  governor  is 

playing  the  tyrant  in  4  colony  j  that  he  is 

working,   in  all  matmer  of  way.^,    for  its 

speedy  destruOiion,  ypt  you  must  not  move 

tohave  hjn^  fecallwl,  btc^mse,  to  make  a  mo- 
tion witJiout  supporting  it  with  reasons  wqukl 

be  absurd  5  ancf,  to  g^ive  your  reason  would 

*     '  ►  attat^  IV^  '?i  ^*»s  absence;  so  that,  at 

'    I'^JtiM  as  J»e  9"d  the  ministti'  can 

nain,  and  that,  too,  with- 

plajnt  e|^  ^9  part  of  the 
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people  or  their  representatives.  Tlie  Pitts  it 
was  who  lirst  brought  up  the  fashion  of 
treating  with  €uch  excessive  candour  all  cri- 
minals 'n  the  service  of  tlie  public.  That  set 
of  men  had  declared  open  war  against  the 
people  in  all  manner  of  ways.  The  people's 
day  will  surely  come  ;  and  sorry  I  am  that 
the  leader  of  their  spoilers  is  not  alive  to  see 
it  approach.  His  wo wtt/wew/,  however,  will 
be  at  hand ! 

Davison. — ^This  article  is  a  very  fit  com- 
panion to. the  preceding  one.  The  plunder 
it  will  treat  of  is  of  a  different  kind,  to  bo 
sure,  but  plunder  is  plunder,  however  ac- 
quired.  The  third  repori  of  the  Military 

Commission  hits  been  niiide,  and  printed  by 
order  of  the  House  of  Commons.—* — Ihe 
reader  will  not  have  forgotten,  ihat,  in  vo- 
lumes IX  and  X,  the  atrair  of  the  famous 
Delanchy,  the  late  Barrack-Master- Gene- 
ral,  was  treated  of.     We  have  never  yet 
been  i;ifbrmed,   that  he  has  paid  to  the  pub- 
lic tlie  immense  sums,  v^hicl"),  through  the 
means  of  GreekwooDx  he  drew  from  the 
public,  and  did  not  expend  on   the  public 
account}  and,  f  am  afraid  it  will  be  very 
long  before  we  ?  hall' see  any  of  the  *'  faithful 
Commons'*    demand  an  account   of  what 
has  been  actually  done  in  this  case. Da- 
vison ;  the  renowned  Alexander  Davison, 
of  St.  James's  Square,  and  Pall  Mall,  bank-? 
er;  the  Colonel  of  the  North  Hritish- Volun- 
teers J  the  man  who  was  so  lytely  .tried  for 
bribery  at  elections,  and  who  was  imprison- 
ed for  thai  ot^^ence,  but  who,  almost  imme- 
diately after  his  coming  out  of  prison,  was 
made  7VeflJwrtT  of  the  Ordnance,  ^n  office 
tliat  causes  between  three  andyi/wr  millions 
a  year  of  the  public  mpney  to  pass  through 
his  hands;  the  man,  who,  it  was  pnblickly 
said,  was  to  be  made  a  Baronet,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  present  administration,  and 
whom,  were  not  Sir  Francis  Burdett  a  bar 
roner,  I  should   like  to  have  seen  put  upon 
that  rank  j  the  man,   who,  when  the  baro- 
netcy was  given  un,  gave,  as  the  news-papers 
told  us,  a  grand  and  splendid  entertaimnent 
to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  Cla- 
Ti'iice,  Earl   Moirn,  Mr  Sheridan,  Colonel 
M'Mahon,  and  others;  this  celebrated  jier- 
son  was^  it  appears,   from  the  report  aboye- 
mcniioned,  the  Agent  of  the  IJarrack^ Office 
for  the  supplying  of  every  article  for  all  the 
Barracks  in  G rent  Britain  as  well  as   in  the 
inlands  of  Jersey  and  Guernsey,  from  the 
coriimencempnt  of  the  year  1/95.    In  con- 
sequcpre  of  a  bargain  mnc|e  between  him 
and  Delancey,  \\?hich  bargain  never  was,  it 
appears,  subipjtted  to  the  Lords  of  the  Trea- 
sury or  any  body  else,  p^vison  was  to  re- 
ceive a  comniission  pf  twp  and  a  half  pc? 
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centum,  fif>r  supplying  the  articles  of  beds,  j  commonly  bold,  the  following  extract  from 
;,    sheef«,     hl^iakexsi  tow«h,  iron-  I  the 


beddiDg, 

mongery,  candies,  baer,  and  forage ;   but, 
iha^,  as  to  coii]^,  he  wa<  to  ftopply  thorn  as 
a  Merchant — -The  wa/  in  which  the  pub- 
Jic  was  wronged  was  two -fold  : — laasr,  by 
Davison  following  tl>e  example  oi'Delaocey, 
in  drawing  immen^  sums  of  monn/  hag  ii- 
Jbre  they  were  esi^cjidtd  J  if  fUmfor  the  pph' 
lie  service;    by  which  mtraus  he  always  had 
in  hand  a  millhjn,  perhaps,  oj-more,  of  the 
pablic  money,  of  th6  interest  of  which  mo- 
B^j  the  paljhe  were  deprived  by  him. — 
SfcCovoLY:  the  price  oftlte  ar tides Jkrvishedi 
Upon  this  bead  there-do  ndt  anpejfr  to  have 
b^  any  means  of  detection  aftorded,  W  far 
as  relates  to  the  nn ides  furnished  on  cora- 
misfiion:    but,  with   respect  ^to  ihc  0)0/4, 
ample  means  of  detection  have  been  found, 
and  the  Commissioners  hax'c  made  good  i»se 
of  them.     The  b?«^ain  respecting  the  coajs, 
was  this  :  Pa\'i$oa  was  to  buy  ihem^n  his 
own  account,  and  was  to  sell  them  to  tlie 
Bamract^  Olfice,  having  no  one  but  Iwother 
Delancey  to  examine  and  check  his  arcolints. 
He  was  to  ^upply'tbcm  at  the  prices  which 
wholesale iJealer*  sold  their  coals  at,  at  the 
ccFeral  place's  wjkefe  the  barracks  w«ri»  sim- 
ated;  and,  that  these  prices  migljt  beascer- 
lained  in  a  regulv  way,  Davison  was  to 
|>roduce  certificates  that  his  prices  were  fair, 
these  certilicQtt;^  bf*ing  iiigned  by  persons  of 
the  most  /iesipectaible  descriplion.     I41  the 
£nt  place,  liowever,  he  charged  as.a  retailer 
an  point  a£  measure,  not  making  tJ>e  allow- 
iUKe,  made  by  wiioles;ile   dealers,  of  oae 
chaldron  in  twenty^  ^  that,  supposing  his 
piices  to  have  been  (?^r,  he  thu!»  gained  one 
twentieth  part  moretliana  fi<ir  wholesaledeal- 
er  would  havegiiined;  ^«d,  ot  this  our  good 
friend,  brother  Ddaiicey^   must  have  been 
aware.— 7-Bttt,  as  to  the  prices,  a  most  con- 
«olatory  sceMC  iscipeued  to  our  view  ;  a  most 
Jieart-dieering  \irf^i  ot  our  tnxes  being  well- 
tnauaged;  ^  eiost  striking  proof  of  xhe  vigi- 
lance and  pprit}'of  i:ie  heaven-btirn  iniiiister, 
under  whose  fostering  wing  so  many  of  these 
bright  geniuses  lia\e  sprung  up  from  the 
dapg-hUl  to  palaces.      Nevj?r,   the  report 
te!ls,  except  in  one  Httgle  ifjslan.a',  did  the 
^arrackAIaster,  IJelancey,  majie  any  in<jiiiry 
into  the  character,  or  the  means  of  tuow- 
^gc>  of  tJke  |)er€ons,  whose  jinmes  were 
adixed  to  DavisonCs  cerl,iii(iies  of  prices  ^  so  , 
jthat^  for  any  ^ing  brother  DeJauce}' knew  of 
the  ma^er,  those  4;erli(icates  might  be  signed 
by  Alexander  Davison *s  footmen,  or  by  8t)me 
of  the  members  of  his  vojunteer  corps. - 
With  such  a  field  of  operations  befojre  him, 
ao  great  a  commander  could  be  at  no  loss 
kow  to  ac^  ^d4  tbai  hi#  aqtio^s  wjer^  u^ 


report  will  leave  little  room  tor  dv>ubt.- 
— •*  In  the  Islands  of  Guernsey  arid  Jersey, 
**  the  •rcrtrficates  "w^xc  gcncrullt/  d/jied  by 
"  a* person  of  the  name  of  George  Uichard 
"  Walker,  a  dealer  in  conls,  and  who  'wa< 
"  amcerned  u*tlh  Mr.  Datison,  under  some 
"  agreement  or  rov tract  in  supplying  cotds 
**  Jar  the  BariMcks  in  Guernsey  and  the  ad- 
*'  jac^ni  islands  Jor  alnut  four  years.  He 
"  was  afterwards  Mr.  Davison's  agent,'  for 
*^  aUtut  two  years  more,  in  the  same  busi- 
"  ness,  at  a  commission  of  2^  per  cent,  oij 
"  an  estimated  price  of  the  coals  delivered. 
"  Ho  was  also  Mr.  Davison's  agent  In  sup- 
f'  plying  candles  duringlhe  wiiole  tiaje  — 
**  This  person  had,  therefore,  a  direct  in- 
"  teresi  in  certifying  iiigh  prices,  and  he 
"  had  also  an  interest  in  the  quantity  de- 
"  livered  in  5  for,  while  he  acted  as  Mr.  D^- 
"  vison*s  <igent,  lie  received  a  commission 
*'  of  2|  per  cent,  on  an  agreed  valuation 
*'  of  o!js.  per  d  alurpn  on  all  the  C03IS 
**  measured  in  the  Barracks  It  was  during 
"  this  period  that  the  great  inrre;ise  on 
*^  tlie  cargoes  sent  to  these  hlanl-*  ap- 
"  peared.  —  \ow,  this  Ricliard  George 
"  \Valker  was  convictkd  op  i-bEoiRT, 
"  AKP  e?^r<:uti:d. — On  the  23d  of  January, 
"  17f)fh  Mr.  Hargraves,  a  coal  merchant 
"  Brighton,  dehvervd  at  the  Barracks  there, 
•f .  ()0  clukkout  of  coa^s,  on  acroiuit x>f  Mr. 
"  Davison,  atjd  charges  him  46<i,  per  chal^ 
•'  dron,  and  draws  a  bill  for  ih<?  snme,  1381. 
"  at  40  days.  IIkj  selfsame  Mr.  Har- 
'*  graves  cer  fifes  the  price  on  that  day  to  /« 
'*  58s.  and  2s.  lor  carriage  to  the  H;uracks, 
"  -making  together  60s.  and  this  the  public 
"  pays.— *Mr.  George  l.eith,  of  Wahikr, 
"  delivei-ed  O9  chaldrons,  iS  bushels,  into  the 
"  Barracks,  ft>r  which  he  charged  72s.  per 
"  clialdron,  iiicludibg  all  expences.  TI,e 
**  ct  riifioate,  signed  by  two  inhabitants  of 
"  Deal,  slates  the  price  of  coiik  on  the  same 
**  day  to  be  90s.  and  the  price  of'C:iiTiv'j5e  to 
"  6c  ls,6il.  more,  by  wliich  Mr.  Davison 
"  has  a  profit'  of  H.  and  (jd.^r  chafdron, 
"or  about  .'iu^cr  cent,  on  the  cost  price.— 
*•*  Uichard  Emmerson  and  tJo^  charge  Mr. 
"  Davison  ^5s.  per  chaldron,  and  (>s.  dcU 
"  nvire  for  carriage,  from  Dover  to- Deal, 
'*  making  together  .54 s, /id.  Theecftificat© 
'*  is,  that  the  price  ot  coajs  is  31,  pei'  chaU 
"  dron,  and  that  carnage  i.s  J7fi.  ^d.  giving 
"  Mr  Davison  a  compounded  profit  of  U. 
'*  .3s.  2d.  i^r  chaldron,  cr  above  4t)  per  centv 
'*  — Wither  Mr.  l>ayi&ou,nor  his  lateCiei^k. 
"  to  whom  he  ret^r/ed  the  Commissiopers, 
'*  attempted  u$  explaiu  these  two  hist  u;ms^ 
^*  actions.-«-Atter  the  execution  of  Geprgo 
"  Richa£4  Wjolker^  Xiie  Cpmmisoioaj&ib  ^^b*- 
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'*  taincd  his  ledger,  from  which  thi^y.  extract 
"  some  of  the  deUveries,  shewing  die  j^riccs 
"  paid  by  Mr  Darisoa  to  Walker,  and  those 
^*  charged  by  him,  and  allowed  by  the  Bar- 
♦'  rack-office,  under  Certificate/* — When 
tlie  reader  has  gone  twice,  at  l^st^  over  the 
foregoing  extract,  he  may  proceed  lo  the 
following  comparative  view  of  the  difference  , 
in  rbe  prices  which  Davison  paid  and  thoSc 
which  he  charged  to  tlie  government,  and 
which  were  paid  him  from  the  Treasury,  Cin- 
der the  heaven-born  Pitt  and  his  successor 
Addington  j  but,  let  us  note  here^  by  the 
way,  that  the  Commissioners  call  Davwjon, 
'*  Alexander  Davison,  Esq**  and  never  less 
tlian  **  Mr.  Davison,"  white  they  call  poor 


BaU  efDeHvery* 


1799- 
May  22    , 
June  17 

January  1 
February  18 
March  18  , 
May  20 
June  10 

July  4 
August  12 
September  16 
October  16 
November  lO 

— ^ —  is 

December  6 
11   . 

—19; 

23 

July  20 
Ai^utt  G 
September  30 

7. ~^7 

October  28 
November  18 
3Q 


^antity.  • 


OUSKKSET. 
Ch.  Aa.  Mus, 

158  12    or     5,700 
J  94  16  7,000 

JSKSSY.    . 

36.12    or     1,313 


104  \ii 

301     4 

97     8 

1()6  24 


7000 

13,000 

3,500 

0,000 


GUERNSEY. 

92     3  Or     3,315 

170     0  0,120 

54  20*  1,970 

105  30  3,810 

13^  32  -      5,000 

153     2  .      5,510, 

75    o         2,700 

104     6  .3,750 

)\5  10  4,150 

95  35         .  3,455 

JBKSEY.       ".' 

.83  12   ,or    .3,000 


222    8 

388  32 

52  12 

lt)6  ^4 

225    O 

V7    9 
136    p 


8,000 
14,000 
1,884 
6,000 
B,100 

9,981 

.4,896 


pecember  24 

Now,  I  wiU  do  what  the  Gommissionerj' 
hatre  not  done,  and  that  is,  state  the  ai^erage 
of  the  pterrchafge.  i  do  not  -  ktiow  why 
th&f  hav^  not  -done  it.  A  merchant  would 
have  done  it ;  and  so,  it  iecms  to'  me, 
ap3ri>ody .would  have  done,  that  wished  tb 
have  rendered  the  frand  intelligible  to  the 
people.— The  average  of  tbe-price  charged 
lo  the  public,  if  I  have  taken  thtnc  to  calcu- 
late correctly  (which  h  am  not  qiiite  sure 
of),  is,  ei^A/^-owsbUlingsa  ciiflldyon,  throw- 


Mr.  Walker,    the  unfortunate  dealer  and 

agent  and  certifier  that  was  hanged,  plain 

IFalker,  just  as  if  he  4xad  had  not  the  leait 

spai  k  oi  gentiUty^in  Ih^I  cpmpositioti .    Let  us 

nut  panLcip4U:  iti  tl^is  partiality*  <  Let  us  not 

be  such.co wards. ^  to  bestowal!  our re]^roach 

upon  the  poor  doad  cogue.     Fo«  my  part^ 

"  A  ki2|ive's  a  ku^ve  <q  me,  in  «v*rf  rate  v 

**  Alif^e  my  scoru,  if  be. succeed*  or  flail,  ■ 

.*•  ^poaus  at  court,  or  Japhiit  ju  ^  jsiJl." 

The  readU?:  will  observe,  that*  the  following 
table. exhibits  what  was^  done  ufon  one.iUtk 
spot.  But  o/thjs,.  and  pf-the  total  jam;  of 
whiclr the. public  haf,vi?y  sw:h  mean*  beea 
defrauded, '  we  will  ap^  hereafter.   .. 


Price  paii  by 
Davison, 


Prices  chcrged  hy  Davison  to 
the  public,  and  certified  by 
Ifalker  to  6e  (he  first  pricey. 


per  ChaldroTU 
55s. 
55s, 

50s, 

86s. 
55s. 
55s. 

55s. 
658. 

65s.       . 
65s. 
65s. 
\65S.     ■ 
748..  « 

74«. 

748. 

748. 

55s. 
55t. 
65^. 
not  in  Ws  led.- 
65s.- 
658.- 
74§. 

748.      . 


76s.  lid. 
69s.  4d. 

92s.  4*d. 
♦  90s.  4ld. 
4^  4|d. 
749.  4Xd^ 
74tf.M|d.-^ 

(toy.  OM. 
65s.  Md. 
75s.  7U. 
75s.  /fdv 
§0s.  3d. 
gos.  3d.    ' 
80s.  3d.- 
90«.  3d.  - 
90s.  3d.' 

908.  ad. 

74«.  4id. 
^s.-4|d. 
748.  4|d. 
74s.  4|d. 
9O8.  3d. 
90s.  3d:    ^ 
^Os.  3d. 
'^Os.  3d. 


ing  aside  fractions ;  and  the  average  of  the 
price  paid  by  Davi^nti,  is,  sixty-one  bhillings 
a   chaldrori.     This  i^j  a  di ffeVence  of  ,  oiie 
■quarter  pAft,  oi*  of  tlrcniy-jive  m  the  hun- 
dred.    BTit,  to  this '  must  be  added  the  one 
I  chaldroti  in  twenty  which  Davison  ought  to 
I  hnvc  given  in,  a?*  the  wholesale  dealers  do, 
*  and  which  -amounts  iq  ./fi/V  pounds  in  the 
hiin d red 'hiorft.     ll>is  mak es  a  gai  u  of  / kirly 
pounds"  in  c-Vrry  hundred.     Bf slc!es  wluclrf 
he  was  to  make  the  Selif eries  hi  ^e  niist  j 
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favourable  feawnt,  instead  whereof,  be 
iBuvle  alxnoft  the^  wbole  of  them  in  winter, 
^hen  ooals  were  dearest,  though  he  had 
bought  them  at  the  seasons  when  coals  were 
cheapest;  and  that,  to6>  observe,  with  the 
pubhc  tncfoey,'  vast  sums  of  which  De 
Lancet  and  Pkt  suffered  him  always  to 
keep  in  his  hands.  So  fhat,  apon  the 
whole,  withotit  supposing  any  frauds  in  the 
quality  ami  measiHre  of  the  coals,  the  public 
paid ;  we,  the  people  of  England  pnid,  out 
of  our  property  and  our  labour,  at  the  rate  of 
a  hundbred  pounds,  for  that  which,  under  vi- 
gilant and  tion^st  ministers,  we  might  have 
been  supplied  with  at  tlie  rate  of  sixty 
pounds  I — ; — ^The  Barrack  accounts  laid  be- 
Ibre  parliament  are  soveiy  instructive,  that 
there  is  no  telMng  precisely  hoW  much  of  our 
taxes  have  gone  into  the  hands  of  this  raan. 
These  accounts  comist  of  one  word  annually ;, 
"  BARRACKS;"  and  tlien  follows .?  sum 
of  from  two  to  three  miliions.  What  part 
of  this'  sum  went  tp  Davison  f  cannot  tell  ^ 
but,  I  should  suppose,  not  less  than  a  milUon 
a  yedf,  upon  an  average ;  and,  as  he  was  the 
supplMf  tor  about  nbie  yedrs,  it  is  no  wonder 
he  possessed  the  niedns  of  bribery  at  elec-* 
tioos  and  of  giving,  if  the  newspapers  spoke 
trath/  ^  gmnd  and  splendid  entertainments 
^  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Duke  of  Cla- 
*'  renoe.  Lord  JVfoira,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and 
'*  others."  And,  yet,  we  are  not  to  com- 
plain !  And  ycfl,  the  base  daily  press  accuses 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  of  a  w^  to  overturn  the 
government,  and  t©  destroy  all  property,  be- 
cause be  complains  of  a  waste  of  the  public 
iBooey^  t>ecaEU:)e  he  inveighs  against  the 
**  iofktnoas  swallowings**  ot  the  ministers 
wift'theircreatufes!'  And  yet,  the  detestable 
diiilT  pi^ess,  the  property  of  placemen  and 
peculators,  has  the  audacity  to  tell  iis,  that 
we  are  foolish  or  factious,  because  we  com- 
|)lain  of  our  burdens,  and'l)ecause  we  ascribe 
the  pauperism  and  unparalleled  misery  of 
the  people  to  st  misapplication  of  the  fruit  of 
their  labour,  Wrung  from  them  by  Kundrcds 
upon  hundreds  i»nd  tliousnuds  upon  thou- 
sands of  tax-gatherers !  'And  yet,  we  are  re- 
proached, and  anathematized*  because  we 
grudge  to  make  sacrifice  upon  sac;-ific^,  for 
the  preservation  of  such  a  state  of  things, 
and  Mr.  Sheridan,  for  whoih  Davison  voted, 
a;i4  who  was-  the  banker  oj'  his  sulscriplion 
fi:x  the  puipose  of  stifling  the  free  voice  of 
the  people  of  W^tmihster,'  has  the  unfeel- 
ing insotenoe  to  tell 'us,  tlwi,  in  support  of 
this  state  of  thmgs,  we  are  "  to  sacrjfice 
^'^  even  the  necessaries  of  life'*  in  which  lie 
is  heartily  joined  by  those  l?tc?rar}'  mercena; 
ries,  John  Bowies  and  Redhend  Yorkc !— ^ 
Tow-ard^  the  dose  of  tl\e  Rt^'port  there  it  n 


fact  stated,  which  serves  to  thcotir  light  upon 
the  dispositions  of  minliters,  in  cases  whone-  - 
frauds  committed  upon  the  public  came  to 
their  knowledge.  We  had,  indeed,  sqme 
pretty  striking  instances  of  this  sort  in  the 
affairs  of  Mr.  Pritd)ard  and  Mr.  Atkins,- 
the  two  discarded  Barrack -Masters  of  -the 
Isle  of  Wight.  In  this  Report,  a  new  per- 
sonage appears,  namely.  Ma.  Yoike,  Sc* 
cretary  at  War,  and  aSterwards  Secretary  of 
State,  during  the  ministry  of  .Mr.  Adding* 
ton.  The  Report  sayi,  thai  *'  whilst  jthc 
*'  commissi  on  f/s  were  pursumg  their,  in* 
"  auiry  into  the  mnAe  of  the  supply  of  C9^ 
*'  tney  were  made  acquahued  .witii  a  letter 
"  addressed  to  the  Lords  of  ijie  Treasury,  bjr 
"  a  person  of  the  name  of  Robert  Edii^qn, 
"  in  which  /*  he  j\pcuscs  Alexander  Davn 
"  son,  Esq.  ^nd  one  Walker,  and  their  de> 
"  f  eudent  coufcderates,  as  well  :a«  Lieut« 
"  Gen.  De  T^nncey,  in  conniving  at  the  pracn 
''  ticei^ofpcculations  and  frauds  in  the  sup- 
"  ply  of  coaln  in  the  iiilandsof  Guernsey^ 
"  Jersey,  and  Alderuey,  and  he  has  nodoyibt 
"  bat  that  these  peculations  will  be  foundto 
••  h^ve  existed  up  to  the  clear  amount  j)(. 
"  ^I50,000.*'  This  letter  was -referred  ta 
''  tlie  Secretary  at  War,  J^r.  Yorke,  who! 
"  inquired  into  the  allegations,  theresuk  of, 
"  which  he  declared  in  his  report  not  to  he' 
"  satisfactory  to  him  J  for  the  certificate*  of- 
"  tlie  prices  of  coals  m  these  islands  being. 
"  signed  at.  least  by  one  of  the  persoas  wi» 
"  cprned  with  Mr.  Davison  Jn  tlie  supply, 
"  were  -not  proper  voiKhers  in  support  of 
"  iiis  claims  J  but  he  acquits  Lieut.  Geow 
"  Pc  I^^ncey  oi  all  coanivaruce.  The  cota- 
"  mis,sioners  also  inquired  iato.the  alleg?i- 
"  tionsof  Jlobert'Edin^ton,  but.Jie  shewijd 
"  sach  a  want  of  knowledge  of  the  real  a;^ 
"  of  the  transactions,' and  be  bad  so  untruly 
/'  represented  many  matters,  that  they- 
•'  omitted  to  examine  him,  and  alsobecAus^  . 
"  he  v:as  himself  a  partjv  in  the  iforgi^y  pf  • 
"  which  George  Ricliard  Waljier  wis  con- 
"  victecj,  having  been  admitted  an  evidencQ- 

"  for  the  crown.*' ^Very  true.    He  ^^as, 

pot  a  person  of  fair  feme}  ^ut, '^lark  ^^' 
di&Vrence !  He  wqs  a  very  good  witnessyiir  ■ 
/Ae  Crotvn  in  a  case  where  the  life  of  a  man  . 
wps^  at  stake,  which'  life  was  actually  tid^en  • 
away  pan ly  upon  his  evidence;  but,  in  4  • 
(case  where  the  Ipanker  and  dlnner-giyer  ancj 
treasurer  DavisOii  wus  the  accused  party,  h^  ' 
Vvju  not  thought  worthy  cvnn  ofexdmlnQilnnf 
But,  in  tujning  to  Mr.  Yorke,  \ve.:ar^  no^ 
informed  why  **  be  ncqnitred  De  Loncey^f  • 
*'  all  coanivance;'*  and*  I  tljink.   iJt  would 
puzzle  \\m  to  sbo\y,  how  it  was/joy^i/^  (oJC 
D?.  f^nci'.y,  supposing. bill-)  t«  be  u^  hi^^  rii^ht  ♦ 
^nses,  not  to  have  huou-n^A'  tl;e  i^'sudl;*;  U^t  o 
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were  committed.  At  ary  ntte,  hovv-ever, 
Mr.  Yorke  was  satistiec  tliat-  frauds  were 
committed.  And  what  Jid  he  and  Mr.  Ad- 
dinglon  do  in  consequcice  thereof,  for  the 
Jetier  was  addressed  p  the  Lords  of  (he. 
Treasury  also  ?  What  dd  (he^'do?  Dkl  they 
pnt  an  end  to  Davison's  contract  and  agency? 
No.  Did  they  institute  an  inquiry  inio  his 
and  De  Lancey's  coixiact  ?  No.  1  l\ey  did 
nothing  at  all  in  the  ifiatter.  Did  Plit  do  any 
thing  in  this  way,  after  he  returned  to  placer 
No.  Not  a  step  wr^  taken  by  any  of  iheo) 
to  correct  this  enormous  abuse ;  and  bad  it 
tiGt  been  for  the  prosecution  of  Lord  Mel- 
TiUe,  the  clue  of  which  was  ftrst  given  by 
"^-Ir.  Robson,  which  was  afterwards  ^akeu 
up  by  Lord  St  Vincent  and  tlwj  Addiugtons 
%ith  a  view  of  keeping  back  Pitt,  and  which 
Ixras,  at  last,  carried  on  by  the  Opposition  for 
the  purpose  of  crushing  Pitt  and  Lord  MeU 
*tlle ;  had  it  not  been  for  the  developement 
fbos  made,  which  compelled  Pitt  to  appoint 
a  Military  Conunissioa  of  Inquiry  to  prevent 
the  Opposition  from  moving  for  such  a 
Commission,  wiich,  on  tlie  very  evening 
that  he  did  it,  they  were  going  to  do  by  the 
month  of  Mr.  Grey ;  had  it  not  been  for 
this  wrangling  and  rancorous,  contest  for 
pidce,  power,  and  profit,  not  a  word  should 
we  have  heard  of  Ithe  conduct  of  De  Lancey 
and  Davison  to  this  day. — -r-That  such,  is 
the  truth  no  man  of  truth  and  honour,  will 
attempt  to  dcnyj  and,  yet,  shall  we  patient* 
lybcar  Sir^  Francis  Burdeit  accused  eif  fac- 
tiousness, of  seditious,  and  even  of  rebellious 
wisjies  and  views,  because  he  i«  endeavour* 
ingto  briqg  aboat  such  a  refortn  in  tlie  re- 
presentation of  the  people*  as  would  put  an 
ebd  to  these  shameful  abuses,  "^^hich,  if  not 
put  an  end  to,  and  that  effectually  and  speed- 
ily, roust  and  will  destroy  the  kingly  govern- 
ment of  this  country,  root  and  branch  ?  Shall 
wc  patiently  hear  ourselves;  we,  who  sorely 
feel  the  lashes  ^f  taxation,  and  are  neither 
rOgu^s  enough  to  lick  ourselves  whole  by 
pwticipation,  nor  cowards  enough  to  pine  in 
silence  under  our  sufferings ;  shall  we  pat  iently 
bear  onrselvea  represented  as  jacobins  and  le- 
▼^ersj  sball  we  patiently  seethe  place  and 
pension-pampered  host  combine  against  us, 
and  subscribe  the  fruits  of  our  labour  for  the 
piirposerof  depriving  us  of  the  u«3  of  the  little 
Toicc  that  is  left  us;  shall  we  patiently  see 
ourselves  thus  combined  against,  and  stigma- 
tized as  ioW  and  bloody-minded  miscTeants, 
because  we  complain  that  ^*  the  necessaries 
**  of  life"  are  taken  from  us  for  the  purpose 
of  inc^reasing  the  luxuries  of  the  board  of 
such  men  as  the  dinner- iving  and  prince- 
treating  Davison? -**  Butj"  some  hireling 

4»f  Whitehall  will  sa^,  *'  these  abuses^  as  you 


[iia 

"  see,  are  vow  to  be  put  an  end  to,  m'iihoa^ 
**  any  of  the  changes  tlwt  Sir  Ifrancis  Burdett 
**  would  introduce.**.  An,  end  to,  indeed! 
What  redress  has  the  public  obtained  for  the 
conduct  of  De  i^ncey  t  Has  he  paid  the  ftio- 
ney  which  he  owed  to  "us  ?  Has  any  meftiber  ^ 
of  parliament  cxtn  asked  whetlier  he  has 
paid  it  or  not  ?  1  will  tell  you  the  redress  wo 
have  obtained.  It  is  this,  thi\t  since  his  con-~ 
duct  was  clearly  made  known  to  the  minis- 
ters, he  has  had  granted  him  ^  pettuon  oj  vp- 
wards  of  two  thmsand  pourtds  a  year  fnr  Hfi! 
This  is  our  redress ;  and,  in  such  cases,  from 
such  a  source,  such  redress  do  1  always  ex- 
pect. In  the  Report  before  us,  why  Is  not 
the  gross  sum,  which  Davison  ought  to  re- 
fund, slated  5  clearly  staled,,  ho  tliat  the  par- 
liament and  the  people  \xmy  know  tii« 
amount  of  it  ?  And  why  is  there  no  mode  of 
\)roceediDg  against  him  pointed  out  ?  That 
would  be  •*  indelicate'"  that  would  be 
**  ilUleral."  Go  to  the  Police-ofik  es,  and 
there  Icam  what  dehcacy  and  liberality  is  .ex-, 
erclsed  towards  the  people,  wl^en  anyof  Mr^ 
are  f(iuud  guilty  of  fiauds.  Look  back  K> 
the  P/ymovth  7tn*man,  and  se^  bow  severe- 
ly a  novice  in  the  science  of  bribery  is  pu- 
nished,-:—  Davison  may,  perhaps,  be  turned 
out  of  his  place  of  Treasurer  of  the  Ordnance. 
What  redress  will  that  be  to  us?  Another^ 
will  iill  his  place 5  and  who  shall  assure  me/ 
that  that  other  wi|l  be  a  cleaner-handed 
man  ?-  The  money,  due  from  him  to  the 
public,  will,  i  fear,  be  very  long  on  its  way 
to  the  Exchequer ;  and,  in  short,  until  I  see  . 
a  House  of  Cotiimonft,  without  placemen 
and  pensioners,  \  shall  expect  to  see  nothing 
done  for  tlie  good  of  the  people )  for,  until 
such  a  change  as  that  take  place,  the  minis- 
try, be  they  who  they  may,  and  do  they 
what  they  may,  will  always  have  a  majority 
to  support  them  j  and  for  the  securing  if 
that  majority,  the  "  drug,"  to  use  the  phriise 
of  Excise  Walpole,  *'  will  always  be  found 

"  at  their  shop  ** 1  must  confess».that 

the  present  ministers,  except,  perhaps,  Mr. 
Addington,  are  not  chargeable  with  any  ne? 
glpct,  with  respect  to  DaviiKm  and  De  Lancey; 
ai)d  I  w^ll  do  Lord  Grenville  the  justice  to 
say,  that  I  have  heard,  titat  be  meaps  t0 
compel  them  to  refund  to  the  last  farthing.  I 
will  also  say,  that  \  beliejre  them  to  be  sinj' 
cerely  disjK)Sjed  to  save  the  public  money,  if 
tlicy  can  do  it  without  touching  the  systtw ; 
but,  it  is  jthe  Pitt  s>'8tem  that  h^  brought  ui 
into  our  present  situation  j  that  they  koov 
as  wejl  as  I  dp,  and,  therefore,  the  paying  of 
that  man*6  debts  piit  of  th«  fruit  of  the  la- 
bour of  the  nation  whom  he  had  ruined  and 
disgraced,  is  what  I  never  can  forgive  them 
for.    1  w^uld,  and  I  will,  give  thefla  ih^]il' 
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tie  support  that  I  am  able  to  give,  in  all  their 
kudable  undertakings,   and  especially  in  op* 
position  to  the  persecuting,  the  .malignant, 
the  greedy,  the  hypocritical  minions  of  Pirt  3 
but,  were  it  my  fate  to  act  in  what  is  called 
pablic  life,  never  would  1  have  for  an  asso- 
ciate, never  would  I  throw  my  legs  under  the 
soiue  table,  never  would  I  sjiake hands  with, 
aud  call  my  brother,  any  one  who  had  con- 
spicuously participated  in  that  outrageous  in- 
sult to  my  country.     From  the  momeiit  that 
that  insulting  act  was  committed,  I  broke  oH* 
froQi  all  those,  whom  I  had  before  been  con- 
nected with,  who  took  a  leading  part  there- 
in ;  and  I  resolved  never  again,  as  long  as  I 
liTed,  to  have  any  connection  with  them.     I 
live  in  hopes  of  jet  seeing  that  grant  of  mo- 
ney reversed.  Jt  is  one  of  the  things,  which, 
when  the  sun-shine  of  hope  breaks  in  upon 
roe,    I,  in  prospect,  though  distant,  enjoy ; 
and,  were  I  upon  my  death-bed,  taking  my 
last  farewell  of  a  son  likely  to  bestir  himself 
in  such   transactions,   connected  with    my 
bietsing  should  be  a  charge  never  to  desist 
iTom  bis  exertions  till  he  had  wiped  from  his 
country  that. mark  of  her  deepest  disgrace. 

**  LEAENxn  Lanouagbs." BeloM''will 

be  found  two  letters,  from  two  correspond- 
ents of  diflerent  sentiments,  upon  this  sub- 
ject, whereon  I  touched,  as  the  reader  will, 
probably,  recollect,  in  page  36  of  the  pre* 
sent  volume.  The  first  of  these  correspon- 
deuts  asks  of  mean  explanation  of  my  pro- 
poJitioDs,  which  I  still  think  to  be  very 
•  c^arly  stated.  He  puts  to  me  two  <jues- 
tions,  both  of  which  I  answer  in  the  nega- 
tive t  for,  I  know,  that  many  of  tlie  Latin 
and  Greek  authors  were  rcaf/i/  learned  men ; 
and  1  am  far  from  supposhig,  that  their 
works  are  never  to  be  read,  in  their  origi- 
nals, with  advantage.  But,  these  opinions 
are  not  at  all  inconsistent  with  the  proposi- 
tion, to  which  he  refers  ;  for,  with  this  ac- 
knowledgement to  facilitate  his  promised 
undertaking,  he  will,  lam  persuaded,  fiud  it 
difficult  to  show,  that,  in  general,  the  thne 
spent  in  the  learning  of  Latin  and  tlrreek, 
cpuld  not  be  more  advantageously  employed, 
and  would  not  be  more  advantageously  em- 
ployed, if  those  languages  were  not  so  gene- 
rally taught  5  and,  if  he  should  tail  in  his 
endeavours  to  maintain  the  contrary  opi- 
nion, I  shall,  of  course,  retain  mine,  *'  that, 
**  €L5  a  part  of  general  education ,  those  lan- 
*'  guages  are  tvor^e  than  useless."  \  did, 
indeed,  flatter  myself,  that  my  propositions 
.  were  too  plain  in  their  meaning  to  require 
explanation  ;  but,  if  I  have  now  siKceeded 
in  making  them  so,  I  shall  not  grudge  the 
time  which  it  has  cost  me^  I  shall  hope, 
{However,  (bat  I  J^ve  j^\f  nothing  to  expect 
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from  any  one,  upon  tlws  subject,  tmtil  the 
regular  and  finished  defence  comes .-^Hefc 
1  should  have  stbpped,  hxi  not  the  **  late 
**  member  of  Queen's  College,  Oxford," 
who,  as  the  reader  will  see,  dates  from  iht 
Temple,  thought  proper  to  qviestion  xny  5e- 
riousness,  in  challenging  his  brethren  to  the 
discufsion.  His  contempt  of  me,  as  an 
antagonist,  was  to  be  looked  tor,  as  a  matter 
of  course;  hut  his  snips  and  snaps  aC  wit 
and  point  are,  also,  perfectly  in  cliaracterf 
but,  1  must  forewarn  him  not  to  think  me  ia 
jest  J  for,  he  will  lind,  tliat,  unless  my  pro- 
position can  be  over-set,  I  shall  (Question  dm 
justice  and  the  policy  of  leaving  so  laije  M- 
portion  of  those  means,  which  are  so  mucii 
wanted  for  the  creditable  maintenance  of  our 
starving  parissh  priests,  to  be  wasted  at 
Oxford,  Cambridge,  and  elsewliere  j  ani 
this,  I  tike  it>  is  no  jVjt/i/fg,— — — Th«  date, 
"  from  the  Temple,*'  has,  in  a  case  like  tbis» 
no  terrors  for  me ;  for,  though  the  novicet' 
in  that  profound  communiiy  are  very  success^ 
ful  in  eating  their  way  to  the  bar,  1  am 
thoroughly  persuaded,  that,  in  this  dispute, 
the  best  of  them  will  do  little  more  thajt 

shew  his  teeth. i-lJpon  looking  over  the 

article  of  my  Register,  in  which  the  ch;d* 
lenge  was  given,  I  perceive  one  phrase  whidi 
I  wish  to  explain,  namely,  the  "  fnymmtry 
of  monkery,*'  by  which  I  would,  by  im 
mean^i  be  unclerstood  as  expressing  n^ 
contempt,  indjsrriminwtely,  either  of  thie 
monkisli  institutions,  or  of  the  profession^ 
the  capacities,  or  the  conduct  of  the  nionk<'« 
The  mummery  only  was  aa  object  of  mjr 
contempt;  and,  it  unfortunately  happen.^, 
that  we  have,  witli  respect  to  iht  collegiate 
estaLlishments,  been  sifting  and  boulliugin 
such  a  way,  that  we  have  little  more  thaa 
some  of  the  worst  of  the  mummery  and  its 
attendant  imposture  remaining,  —  And 
now,  though  perfectly  serious,  let  us,  vith 
good-natured  looks  and  hearts  free  from 
anger,  await  the  result  of  the  discussion.  ' 

I'here  are  several  of  Uie  letters  from  cor- 
respondents, contained  in  the  present  dou- 
ble Number,  to  which  I  would  have  added 
some  little  information  of  my  own;  or  upon 
which  I  would  have  offered,  here  and  there, 
a  remark.  Want  of  time  mu«it  be  my  apo- 
logy for  the  omission,  which  I  will  endea- 
vovour  to  make  up  for  in  my  next. 


LEARKBn   LANGUAGES. 

Sir, — 1  am  not  at  tins  lime  a  member  f)f 
either  of  the  Universities,  or  certdinly  should 
not  stoop  to  take  up  the  gauntlet  which  you 
have  thrown  down  to  them  5  and  I  feel 
that  an  apology  is -due  to  the  learned  body  to 
,  whicli  1  fprmerly  belonged,  before  }  onter 
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sonr}'  3"  and  thatnooneis  to  be  con.'ider- 


into  such  a  contest.*— That  tiie  *-' languages,** 
in  which  all  the  wisdom  of  antiquity  has 
been  conveyed  to  us,  **  are,  a^  a  part  of  ge- 
'*  Herat  education,  worse  than  useless," 
«eems  to  me  a  proposition  to*')  monstrous  to 
bo  treated  seriously  5  nor  is  it  my  intentioti 
•a  to  treat  it.  For  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  you  were  so  carried  away  by  your  an- 
l^er  about  the  "  uti  possjdktis/'  as  not  to 
lie  left  in  the  *'  actual  possesswn'  of  your 
Dwn  senses.  It  is  my  wish,  however,  to 
ascertain  this  before  I  proceed  :  and  you 
must  therefore  allow  me  to  deprecate  a  si- 
milar tit  of  anger,  when  I  beg  your  attention 
io  the  "status  ante  bellum:"  and  I 
d^ye  say.  Sir,  that  you  will  agree  wjth  me 
in  thinking;,  that  the  *'  state  before  war,''  is 
*' question  which  it  is  more  useful  to  consi- 
rfer  at  the  commencement,  than  at  the  termU 
nation  of  a  contest ;  aixl  that  it  would  bave 
been  happy  for  mankind,  if  nations  could, 
in  this  resf>ect,  have  bad  us  for  an  example. 
—I  wish  then  to  know,  >ir,  what  you  really 
mean  by  ihe- assertion  which  you  hare  so 
hastily  made  j  I  speak- of  the  latter  part  of  it, 
for  I  sliall  not  deny  that  **  languages"  which 
**  ajfg  iJ'orse  than  useless,*'  are  '*  improperly 
*'  called  learned,''  But,  when  you  say, 
that  the  languages  of  Greece  and  Rome  "  are 
•*  fvorse  than  useless,*'  do  you  mean  that 
their  writers  were  suck  fools  as  not  to  de^ 
aerve  our  attention  ?  Or,  that  they  can  never 
be  rend  unlh  advantage  till  they  are,  irans^ 
imted  into  a  modern.  languMfte  .^''— When  you 
have  had  the  kindness  to  inform  me  to  which 
ef  these  iu*o  opinions  we  owe  your  proposi- 
tion, you  shall  hear  from  me  aga'n.  In 
Ihe  mean  time,  I  remain, — Sir,  Yours,  &c. 

A  LATR  MEMBER  OF  -aUSBN's    COL.   OXFORD. 

Temple,  Jan.  13,  180/. 

''LBARKED  LANGUAOES.** 

Sir.— — I  am  far  from  thinking  that  any 
suggestions  which  I  can  offer,  on  the  usual 
lopk's  of  your  interesting  publication,  will  be 
either  trew^  or  in  any  mi.nner  worthy  your 
particular  notice.  Xevertheless,  I  cannot 
forbear  to  express  my  high  gratification,  on 
finding  from  your  last  sheet,  (p.  3(>,)  that  it 
is  your  intention  to  expose  the  ill-founded 
pretensions  0/  the  useless  drones,  who  as- 
Sttme  a  superiority,  in  society,  on  the  ground 
of  having  spent  a  certain  portion  of  tJietr 
years,  in  dissipation,  or  in  indolence,  at  Ox- 
ford or  Cambridge..  Jadging  from  the  real 
usefulness  of. these  persons,  and  from  thede- 
f^ence  which  they,  studiously  observe  to- 
wards each  other,  while  they  aiTect  to  look 
Hirith  contempt  uj>on  olher  men,  wc  might 
be  }cd  to  Buspoct,  that  our  colleges  are  de- 
signed /or  purp<4se^  similar  ta  "  Fr«#  Ma- 


ed  as  a  brother,  who' has  not  been  initiated 
into  their  secret. ^\i  will  not,  I  tx?lieve,  be 
disputed  that,  among  all  the  academicks,  the 
clergy  are  the  most  Infected  with  the  super- 
cilious arrogance  alluded  to  j  wbich,  surely, 
could  not  be  the  caje  if  they  really  bdicved 
themselves  to  be  bound  to  observe  the  iesstins 

and  example  of  their  hiimble  Master. 

Heflcciing  on  this  matter,  some  little  time 
ago,  I  amused  m}*self  by^  commlttkig  to  pa- 
per  a  few  unconnected  thoughts  thereon, 
which  I  mention,' to confinn  to  you  the  In- 
terest I  have  entertained  in  the  case  ;  from 
which,  also,  you  will  judge  of  tlie  pleasure 
I  promise  myself,  in  perusing  the  treatment 
of  the  subject  from  your  pen.  You  do  not 
purpose  to  begin  until  Lady  Day  next.  I  do 
not  think  your  challenge  will  be  accepted — 
tinless,  perhaps,  by  some  hot-headed,  and 
over-daring  youth.— I  am,  verj'  respectfully. 
Sir,  Your  obedient  and' bumble  Servant. — 

Tth  January,  JS07.  J-  H. 

On  the  subject  of  Hanover,  there  can  btj 
bttt  one  sincere  opinion,  and  Lord  Greirville, 
even,  must  hold  it.  — That' there  are  person^, 
sufficiently  childish  in  themselves  and  unjust 
towards  England,  to  be  so  m^an  as  to  re- 
accept  that  fatal  gift,  from  the  French  coni- 
queror,  is  not  so  much  to  be  wondered  at 
{thise  persons  being  con^dered),  as  that  arty 
miai»ter  should  insult,  as  in  this  instance,. , 
.  the  understandings'  and  the  feelings  oi  the 
People  of  England. 

INCOME  tax. 
Plymouth  Dock,  Jan,.  15,  I8Q7* 
Sir,— lam im  old  superannuated  sailof, 
and  have  tive  children,  and  have  also,  thanlcs 
to  my  past  labour  and  prudence,  aii  income 
of  five  hundred  a  year.     I  was  last  night  la- 
menting with  my  neighbour,  Dick  Dowlas, 
over  the  grievances  of  tbe  times,  as  we  flre 
wont  to  do.     I  mtret  tell  you,  that  Dick, 
having  formerly  had  a  little  attract   foi' 
Barrack  siieets,  is  a  great  stickler  for  Go- 
vernment, i.  e    ministers,  but  is  withal  a 
good  friendly  fellow.*'  You  growl,"  sap  Dick, 
*'  at  the  hardbhips  of  the  Income  Tax  ;  wti/ 
*'  don't  you  claim  the  abatehients  that  ilie 
"  legiKlature.  in  its  wisdom  and  humanity, 
"  has  ordained  for  the  relief  of  those,  who, 
''  like  you,  have  many  children  to  provide 
"  for  :  'I  cannot  say  that  I  know  tbe  extent 
*'  of  the  act  in  this  rcspoct,  because,  beings 
'*  as  you  know,  an  old  batchelor  t^ithout 
"  chick  or  child,   it  does  not  pnrticnlarly 
<'  concern   me ;    but,  i  have  not  the  least 
^'  doubt,  that  yon  will  disco\-er,  that  rr  most 
"liberal  and  ample  latitude  is  thereby  giv- 
"  en,  for  #asmg  the  pressun;  of  ithldb  }^^ 
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"•90  oipttouil/ coinplam."— Well,  Sk,  to 
make  «hort  of  my  stoiy,  I  sent  to  my  frieml 
Amplify,  th^  lawyer,  and  borrowed  the  act, 
the  pracioos  production  of  our  late,  ever  to 
bekmeiiled,heaveo-boi9iinim8ter,  I  was,  at 
lint,  a  little  uketi  aback  and  astounded  at 
tfafe  balk  oi  the  votume ;  but,  1  turned  out 
early  this  raoraiog,  and  with  eager  hope  and 
e^p^tation  set'  doggedly  to  work  in  search 
ot'  the  promised  consolation.  After  about 
six  hours  labour,  for  I  found  it  a  more  crab- 
bed  task,  than  working  the  most  intricate 
set  of  luntf  observations,-^!  do  really  think, 
Mr*  CoM)etf,  that  J  have  discovered,  and 
made  out,  pretty  nearly,  the  meaning  of  all- 
the  consolatory  provisions  of  the  act.  as  far 
ac  least,  as  regards  my  case.  But,  Sir,  you 
shall  jndge ;  and,  if  you  please,  your  readers 
shall  Ako  judge;  for  i  dare  say,  that,  poor 
souls,  many  of  them,  and,  perliaps,  those 
whocn  it  most  coricems,  little  know,  oi  even 
suipect,  Ci^  happiness  in  store  for  them, 
or  the  reservations  in  this  most  equitable  act, 
in  &vour  of  those,  who,  like  myself,  are 
somewhat  fcdver-cramped,  and,  whio,  at  the 
sasneVtme,  hare  a  numerous  crew  to  victual. 
1  have,  as  I  before  told  you^  five  hondred  a 
year,  and  tivQ  children  ;  Now,  Sir,  in  order 
to  be  entitled  to  the  exeniptions  I  shall  here-' 
after  mention/ it  seenw  nothing  more  is  ne- 
oesscry  than  some  few  ceremonies,  which, 
huviiever  tedicfws,.degradiiig,  and  embarrass- 
ing Uiey  may  at  first  sight  -  appear>"  will,  no 
dm^,  by'cusrnno,  and  a  doe  sen.se  of  the 
important  end  in  view,  become  reconcilcable 
to  minds  of  suitable  pliability*— 4n  thefirst 
place,  then,  if  I  ur.dei stand  the  matter 
right,  I  am  to  begin  by  payings  as  is  no 
doubt  reasonable,  all  tliat  is  demanded  of 
m»,  1  am  tlien  at  liberty  to  give  notice  to 
cectaiu  assessors,  inspectors,  or  commission- 
ers, I  am  not  exactly  certain  which  of  the 
tribe,  that  I  intend  to  claim  an  abatement 
for  a  certain  number  of  children.  In  due 
tifue  I  •sliaU  be  called  upon  by  these  said 
commisBiooers,  for  a  minute  and  detailed  ac- 
count in  writing,  of  all  andevery,  even  to 
the  most  private  of  my  concerns,  relating  to 
my  .iiMx>me5  to  which  account- 1  am  to 
swear.  After  1  have  so  sworn,  these  gen- 
tleman are  to  sit  in  judgment,  and  to  delibe- 
rate upon  the  truth  or  falshood,  or  probabi- 
lity, of  oiy  statement.  At  some  subsequent 
period  I  am  to  be  summoned  (possibly  twice 
or  thrioe)  4:0  attend  these  inquisitors,  to  nn- 
tucer  all  such  questions  as  tliey  may  think  it 
expedient  to  ask;  or  how,  indeed,  other- 
wise, should,  they  know,  was  I  only  to 
swear  to  the  account,  that,  it  Is  correct  ? 
Bat,  Sir,  to  cut  the  matter  «hort,  for, 
Gad.kno^'s,ifi  was.  to  go  through  a^descrip* 
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tion  of  th«  wh<do  process,  i  'shftlild  both^ 
puzzle  the  brains  31k1  tire  the  patiehce  of' 
your  readers ;  these  said  commissioiiets  may, 
if  they  are  so  graciously  pleased,  aud  if  they  * 
can  by  no  means  pick  a  hole  in  my  jadc^;  I 
say  they  may,  if  they  are  so  disposed,  granr* 
me  a  certificate.     But  then.  Sir,  the  aci- 
vantages,  the  benefits,  to  accrue  from  thta  i 
said  rerf^a/e;— talk  of,  troubles,  and  delays, 
and  vexations,  1  Look  at  the  reward  ?  Why,  . 
upon  roy^  veracity.  Sir,  I  do  firmly  believe^ 
by  only  conforming  to  the  little  cei^moQic«^» 
I  have  in  part  described,   that,  under  th*** 
considerate  provisions  of  this  blessed  act," 
there  is  a  remote  possibility,  I  wont  go  s«  '^ 
far  as  to  say  a  chance,  that  on  acconnt  of  j»y  J 
five  chiWiien,  I  may  escape  by  only  paying  1 
an  eleventh  and  a  fractfon:?!  port,  instead  df^^i 
2i  tenth  of  my  five  hundred  a  year.  In  slibrt,  ? 
Sir,  at  not  very  much  more  troobte,  delay,  < 
vexation,. humiliation,  and  expence,  than  a  * 
poor  bankrupt  endures  to  Obtain  from  a  set  of ' 
obdurate  credttor"?,  kis  .rerlijicate  x    I  may* 
perchance,    obtain   a  .  precious .  document, 
which  will  save  mo  very  little  short  of  sir  ^ 
poeNDs  A  YEAR ! — But,  Sir,  to  he  serious ; 
for,  on<  my  trotH,  'tis  not  a  subject  to  treat 
with  \mi\\y^  these  tender  mercies  of  tlie  In- 
come Act,  remmd  me  of  an  old  story  ol*  oi»  ^ 
of  our  martyi"  saints,  who,  finding  Hi.s  pcwirioii 
on  the  ■gridiron   some\Vba1:  uncomfortable,  ' 
th^scofrers  around  him,  told  him,'  if  he  tflt  / 
uneasy,  to^urn  to  foihar  sid^.  J.  L.  V. "' 


OPPRB8SION  OF  ASSESSKD  TAXB8. 

SfR,— In  your  Politioil  Register  9fDvC. 
the  13th,  p.  9CX3,  you  produce  a  number  <yE  " 
inconveniencies  which   the  Assessed  Xixes 
are  liable  to,  but  I  do  tict  look  upon  eitfjcr  ' 
of  the  instances'  5'ou  have  cnutiiernted  as  a 
real  hardship,  or,'iade<id,  as  a  grie\^nce,  (as 
tlie  greater  part  of  them;  if  not  afl,  are  op-  ' 
tional)  compssred  to  what  we  are  made  to  * 
feel  in  this  dlfitrict.    1  am  a  kmaH  freeholder  - 
from  one'  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  to  two  ' 
hundred  p<>t>nds  por  annum,    At  the  first  : 
oixration  of  the  act  of  i^aifliament,  impotTmif  : 
a  duty  upon  riding  hov«os,  I  entored  mine,- 
aUhongh  I  had  at.that  limd  only  one  horse. 
Some  t i mo  i^fter wards  I  rented    a    form,   *  ^ 
stocked  it  with  cuttle,  horses,  Sfc.  and  ulti- 
mately married  J  and  the  consequence  ofihat 
marrixige  hns  been  a  niwuerous  family  of  ' 
small. children,  to  be  provided  for*  from  my  * 
small  income,  and  from  the  industry  of  my^-  ' 
wife  and  myself.     About  eight  years  ago  I  '  . 
was  surcharged  for  asqcond  riding  horse,  and 
"  as  I  could  not  swear  before  the  commissicn- 
eri,  but  that  I  mighty  or  some  part  of  my  f^* 
m'dy,   have  ridden,  another  horse    la    tlio  * 
•cottTsc  of  the  pri:*ceding  twelve  ttron'ths,  Ww  1 
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diargewasdloWed;  but  I  could  then»  and 
OR  stijl  swear,  that  I  did  not,  nor  do  keep 
«»e  horse  exdusivaly  for  the  purpose  of  ri- 
diag  ;  every  horse  I  am  owner  of  working 
Bft  the  team,  except  one,  which  one  draws  in 
tlie  Ikarrows,  goes  to  mill,  carrier  the 
diildren  to  school^  and  does  all  the  i:!rudge- 
ite$.of  the  larm.  Well,  Cl>at  charge  1  liave 
continued  to  pay  ever  si ikc.  But,  now  I  «m 
going  to  state  to  you  the  hardship  1  have  to 
conjplaia  af>  apd  ev^rv  other  peraon  of  my 
dbscriptJon  in  tli'ts  neigubourhood  are  in  the 
same  predicament  wilh  myself.  Atxmt  two 
oc  Uiree  years  hack  we  were  surcharged  for 
a  two  pound  male  servant.  Why  ?  because, 
forsooth,  wepaiifor  two  riding  liorseswe 
rmist  pay  for  a  seivant  to  l«ok  after  those 
liorse*.  In  vain  did  I  urge  in  my  defence, 
ti^at  I  had  no  servant  of  the  description,  re- 
^.irred  by  the  jict  ojf  parliament ;  that  it  was 
m  day  labourer  that  cleaned  my  mare ;  that  it 
was  a  maid  servant  that  cleaned  my  bootft 
s^d  shoes,  and  mofrf;  commonly  saddled  my 
mare  \yl\en  my  wife  or  myself  had  occasion 
to  go  from  home  to  market  or  eUe  where .—r 
The  inspector  produced  his  book  of  cases, 
but  not  one  of  them  applie(?;  he  then  in- 
Bsted  upon  substantiating  his  case  under 
«iedule  (C>  in  43d  Geo.  III.  cap.  l6l, 
where  it  mentions,  **  Tl^t  the  duties  shall 
*•  extend  to  every  person  who  slxall  be  em- 
•*  js\oyt:d  in  the  capacky  of  a  ^rpadimany 
•* .  &c.  alihoitgh  such  person  shall  have  been 
•*  retained  fur  the  purposes  of  husbandry, 
•'  where  the  master  of  sucli  person  shall  be 
•^  chargeable  with  duty  for  t^x'o  or  more 
•*  horses  kept  for  the  purposes  of  riding  "— 
The  inspector  told  us  we  might  have  a  case 
lor  the  opinion  of  the  judges  if  we  thought 
proper  to  demand  it,  and  pay  for  it ,  but  the 
commissioners  advised  us  to  submit,  and  not 
to  throw  away  good  money  after  had.  This 
tax  I  have  ever  sincapaid,  amounting  at  pre- 
sent, including  the  ten  per  cent,  to  eleven 
rounds  per  annum,  although  I  have  but  one 
horse;  that  can  by  any  construction  of  the 
act  ot  parliaipent,  be  called  a  riding  horse. 
Now,  what  I  wish  to  learn  from  one  or  more 
of  your  correspondents,  td>rough  the  channel 
of  your  widely  extended  Register  is,  whether 
the  same  oppression  exists  elsewhere ;  and 
whether  th^loose  schedules  of  an  act  of  par- 
liamenr,  are  to  be  taken  as  part  of  that  act, 
though  not  mentioned  ss  such  in  the  body  of 
that  act  by  a  5|>ecial  enactment.  ■  D.*  ■  ■ 
Carmarthenshire^  Jan,  10,  1 8O7. 


MILITARY   PO&CE. 

Sir  ;  -  The  communication  which  I 
lent  you  respecting  the  imp9rtance  of  a  re- 
gular arroyj  and  its  superior ily  over  ever/ 


SOf.^MllUary  Force.  [124 : 

oilier  species  of  force,  has,  obserre,  drawn 
a  reply  from  one  of  your  correspondeutSy 
who  signu  M.  S.  You  will,  I.  dare  say, 
very  reidily  belie ve>  tliat  I  am  deeply  im- 
pressed with  the  iro|>ortance  of  those,  opi- 
nions w^hicb  I  hm'c  endeavoured  to  propa* 
gate  and  enforce,  respecting  the  decisive 
etHcacy  of  regular  troops.  It  is  from  a  sin- 
cere conviction  of  tl»e  truth  of  those  opi- 
nions, (a  amviction  which,  the  more  I  re- 
flect on  these  subjects,  the  more  I  extend 
my  iufjuiries  into  his  tor}'',  is  the  rpore  firmly 
impressed  upon  my  mind)  that  1  am  induced 
to  spare  time  fron>  more  pressing  avocations 
to  reply  to  tl>e  observations  of  M,  6. — M. 
S.  apprehends,  in  the  first  place,  from  a  ie« 
gular  army,dauger  toour  cotkMitution,  and 
in  si^jport  of  this,  m  iny  opinion,  chim^ical 
apprehension,  he  bring  s  a  passage  from  De 
Lolme,  and  another  from  Gibbon  respect- 
it>g  thelkrentiousness  of  the  Praetorian  bands. 
M.  S.  never  attempts,  liowcver,  to  prove  rny 
danger  will  result  to  our  liberties  fhiDi 
the  maintenance  of  a  standing  army  j  be 
does  not  shew  in  what  way  it  will  operate 
to  the  destruction  of  our  constitution.  He 
does  not  tell  as,  whetlier  a  standing  army 
will  be  converted  into  an  engine  of  despo- 
tism by  the  sovereign,  by  the  ministers,  or 

f  by  its  own  grtieraU  Those  apprehemioiu, 
respect iogff  standing  army,  ha vealw^s  ap- 
peared to  file  chimerical  in  the  extreme) 
and,  though  I  hive  often  heard  of  those, 
who,  liko-  M;  S.,  **  felt  an  extraarditiary 
f  degree  of  jealousy  and  suspicion'^  at  the 
b?kre  mentk>n  of  a  standing  army,- 1  nev^r 
found  that  they  could  give  a  rational  or  iil- 
telligible  account  of  those  fears  and  jealou- 
sies. It  is  not  on  the  authority  of  a  theoreti- 
cal writer  on  tJie  constitution  of  Britain,  or 
on  the  faith  of  fanciful  analogiire  which  hut 
feebly  ap|)ly,  that  M.  S.  can  think  to  esta- 
blish his  conclusioa.  He  must  point  out  in 
v/hat  possible  way,  au  arm}'  officered  with 
men  who  understand  and  feel  the  full  vakie 
of  their  civil  right8,-^an  army  ultimately 
connected  with  the  natural  aristocracy  of  the 
country,  CQuld  possibly  be  converted  into  an 
instrument  of  arbitrary  power.  These  dan- 
gers, however,  arising  from  a  standing  army, 
are  not  generally  felt  throu^  the  country  j 
they  are  only  discerned  by  the  angry 
patriot,  when  his  brain  is  heated  by 
the  fumes  of  party  passion.  — —  With 
respect  to  the  2d  point,  namely,  the  su- 
perior efficacy  of  a  regular  army  M  S.  is^ 
if  possible,  still  more  unsatisfactory.  I  eo» 
deavoured  to  shew  that  all  the  great  revolu- 
tions of  which  histor}'  ba«  preserved  any  au- 
tljentic  record  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the  su- 
p^riori^  of  a  well  disciplined  army  over 
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milida  or  volunteers, 

have  shewn  that  they  were  biwight  aboirt  by 
a  dtdSsrent  cda,se,  and  he  ought  to  have  ex? 
plained  what  that  cause  was.  It  is  not  even 
ittfficient  to  point  out  a  few  Widely  scattered 
instances  whrre  disciplined  troops  have  been 
foiled  in  a  contest  with  troops  less  expe- 
rieaced.  Particol&r  events  aiie  liable  to  be 
in&ieiiced  by  accidental  circumstances  j  ihey 
are  rhe  whirls  and  eddies  of  history,  which 
do  not  correctly  indicate  the  direction  of 
the  main  stream.  As  long  as  the  lead- 
ing erents  of  hivtory  bear  testimony  to  the 
sttpcriority  of  regular  troops  over  every 
other  species  of  force,  as  long  as  the  disqi- 
l^ine  aud  the  regulations  of  armies  are  found- 
ed on  the  weakness  of  htiman  nature,  and 
are  indeed  obviously  adapted  to  subdue  those 
feetiogs  of  dread  Which  the  mind  natu- 
rally teelsat  the  approach  of  deatji»  as  long  as 
1  find,  that  great  and  experienced  generals,  ^ 
when  they  have  tomm^i>ded  raw  troops 
igamst  veterans,'  uniformly  recogn- sing  the 
wide  dtdtinction  which  niust  always  exist  be- 
tween those  two  ditferent  sorts  of  force,  have 
adopted  a  system  of  operations  purely  defen- 
sive, I  mast  still* permit  in  my  opinion,  res 
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to  assume  a  languid  and  indeci-jsive  cha- 
racter, instefld  of  the  inost  rapid  move- 
ments and  the  most  ad\'enturous  design, 
fie  may  loiter  away  hts  time,  and  stand  wa- 
vering before  pasties,  or  difiicult  pogitiens. 
The  general  of  an  invading  anpy,  alter  beat*- 
ing  his  enemy  in  ,the  field,  ought  never  to- 
allow  him  to  recover  from  the  coustematioa 
of  his  fijst  victories  ;  he^ught  never  to  rest 
in  pursuit  of  a  rouie<l  ioe.  If  he  'aKoW8  his. 
enemies  to  recruit  and  reanimate  their  brok- 
en and  disheartened  troops,  to  secure  their 
strong  holds,  and  to  consolidate  the  phymoai 
strength  of  the  country  agaii.st  him,  his 
ruin  is  certain..  It  is  therefore  no  annwer 
to  tell  rot,  that  undisclpliued  troops  (even 
allowing  the  fact),  have  defended  a  Coimtfy 
against  troops  belter  disciplined,  unless  we 
en()ruire  uiiuer  what  circumstance^  thin  liis 
talten  place.  Tliat  a  hardy  race  of  Swiss 
mountaineers  may  do  wonders  in  defending 
the  passes  of  a  mountainous  country,  is  what 
I  can  readily  believe,  because  such  a  field  is 
very  unfavtmrable  to  the  operations  of  a  re- 
gular army.  The  pursuits  of  mountaineers 
are  also  more'  favourable  to  military  habitp, 
than  the  occupations  of  a  comtnercial  popu- 


petting  the  necessity  of  regular  t4-aining,'and^    lation.     As  to.  America,  the  comitry  is  jo 


a  peculiar  process  oi  moral  discipline  to  make 
a  soldier;  and,  also,  that  wherescr  a  stare 
pbss^ing  only  raw  trc»ops  is  attacked  by  a 
well  discijpHned  and  well  commanded  army, 
it  is  probable,  that  its  independence  wUl  be 
destroyed.  I  do  riot,  however;  say,  that  the 
destmaionof  such  a  state  is  certain.  A  great 
deal  iDusf  depend  on  the  commanders  of  tiie 
respective  armies.  It  is  difficult  to  say  what  :m 


extensive  thi»t  it  always  afforded  a  relreo^  to 
the  A,niericHns  when  tliey  were  defcatec*, 
till  by  degrees  their  militia  becaine  eqaal  io 
a  standing  ;)rmy.  Aud,  besides  i^  M.  S; 
prtparcJd  to  say,  that  ll^e  Adaericati  wmr  was 
conducted  With^uificieut  vigour?  W^s  that 
nuHle  of  wajfare  adopted  which  was  best 
calculated  to  call  into  full  actiontlie  superior 
excellency  of  the  British  force  ?  *\V^hen  the 


uncommon  genius  may  ettect  with  raw  troops  '  AmericaDs  at  Rhodef  Island  fied,  beaten 'and 


in  the  defence  of  his  country,  particularly 
if  the  imrading  army  has  to  force  its  way 
through  a  strong  barrier  of  fortified  towns, 
or  to  struggle  with  the  difficulties  of  a  na- 
turally '  inaccessible  country.  Certain  sorts 
of  countries  afford  peculiar  fatiluies  for  de- 
feooe,  aad  it  is  by  confounding  the  obstacles 
wbich  a  mountainous  and  rugged  country 
pcesents  to  the  progress  of  a  well  disciplined 
army,  with  tlie  resistance  which  it  meets 
with  firom  the  people,  that  a  great  deal  of 
error  has  arisen.  When  I  speak  of  a  regu- 
lar arn^y  and  militia-or  volunteers,  I  mean 
to  cpntrasj  them  on  equal  terms.  The  na- 
toral  obstacles  which  a  mountainotis  countr}*^ 
pnes^tB  to  an  inv^ader,  is  quite  another  sub- 
ject, and  must  be  reserved  for  a  separate 
disoMfion.  Iti*  possible  also  that  the  com- 
napdn  of  a  vwell  disciplined  army  may  mis- 
ntajaage  it,  ho  may  pursue  a  system  or  war- 
fare m  adopted  to  display  the  pectiliar  supe- 
riority of  bis  troops.  Instead  of  eniploy- 
utg  Ins  force  in  enterprizcs  of  desperate  and 
uoguinary  hostility,  he  may  allow  the  war 


di'heartened,  within  ^their  entrenchments ; 
when  several  individuals  were  carried,  by 
their  natural  ardour  within  the  American 
lines;  and. when  llie  whole  army  were  eager 
for  an  assiiult,  would  an  enterprising  genr* 
ral  have  hesitated  ?  \Vgul4.  tho  coiyquenr 
of  Okzacow,  of  Ismail,  or  Warsaw,  ha\e 

wavercJ  in  such  circumstances? rAs  to 

the  Neapblitm.  peasantrj,  under  C? - 
dinal  Ruffo,  I  was  sensible*  after  I  liad  sert 
off  my  communication,  tliat  the  statemefH  of 
that  tact  might  mislead  those  who  had  not  ' 
reflected  very  deeply  on  the  ^t^jea.  But  It 
proves  nothing  more,  than  that  an  unmd 
peasantry  can  be  eminently  usefoL  At  ll  n 
time  that  Cardinal  Euffb  was  eo  sucfiessihl., 
the  French  were  ilying  laefore  tBe  victoriors 
armies  of  Russia  and  Austria ;  therr  forco 
throughout  Italy  was  necessarily  weakened*, 
and  not  only  in  Naples,  bwi  in  other-  plac(^^ 
the  peasantry  rose  up  and  gained  ad\'ai  • 
tages  o\'er  the  remnant  of  the  J^rendi^ibrc", 
which  had  beeen  left  to  overawe  the  ctniptr)  • 
To  It  coniit:Ujd, 
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5ir, ^I  can  but  return  you  my  best 

thanks^  for  insertltYg  in  your  justly  cele- 
brated Register,  R.  W'g.  letter  upon  Property^ 
Tax  Vexations,  (p.  50.)   What  tie  there  ad* 
Taoces  is  of  the  nature  '*  of  thoae   truths 
Vft  have  the  advantage  of  hearing  ^very  day." 
Upda  reading  tt,  I  reitjembcred  an  extraor- 
dlnatf  fact;, .  that  occurred  some  little  tim^ 
«ince  ki  the  Lackfbrd  Hundred,  County  of 
Snfiblk     As  I  know  you  to  be  a  speaker  of* 
,  bold  tn&thd,  and  a  patriot  of  "incorruptible' 
practice,  I  tliought  you  wo\i\A  fed  pleasure 
in  being  infbrmed  of  the  circumstance,  and 
in  return,  I  begyou  to  ni^ke  a  few  renwrks 
^pon  h,  with  your  usual  energy  of  thought 
and  language.— -In  the  parish  of  Newmarket 
lives  a  poOf  widow  j  the  house  in  which  she 
.  reside*  consists  of  two  tenements  j '  the  per- 
son who  occupies  the  other  part  has  a  vine, 
one  branch  of  which  spreads  to  the  tene- 
raeot  of  the  widow,  and  she  enjoys  the  fruit 
of  that  branch  for  keeping  it  in  proper  pru- 
ning) kt.  &c.    It  so  happened  one  day,4hat 
her.  neighbour  directed  a  gardenet  to  prune 
his  branch,  and  the  widow  observing  tbat, 
requested  the  gardener  to  prune  her*s  also. 
—4^  the  end  of  a  Jew  months  this  poor  tt'i- 
deWwtss furnished  with  a  surcJiargefor  em- 
ployh^^a  gdftkner.'^V/hen  the  day  of  ap- 
peal anived,  she  bsA  to  travel  nine  miles  at 
rinriJflrTnhlr  tnji|ttiiiiMl  u[\\  nnn     On  her 
arrival,  afteu  lOTWaing  theVS)mrartS?oners'  of ) 
tto  iaia,  shfe 'withdrew  wWi  the  gracious' 
consent  of  those  comnitsiloners  to  dismiss 
the  suTchatgg :  the  tax  fof  keeping  <i  garden- 
er was  iowever  conjifviifdl — ^Tefl   me,  Mr. 
Cobbett,  is  this  th^  laiid  of  freedom  that  our 
forefetfeers  be^ueatbetf  to  us  ?  You  may  tell 
cier  that  W£r  are  improved  in  science,  in  the 
arts,  in  roanbers,  and  rn  luxury ;  buf  I  >vill 
venture  to  agree  wifchyou,  Mr.  Cqbbett,  that 
our  liberties  have  received  fatal  stabs  in  th^ 
appointment  bf  such  informers  as  inspectors, 
and  such  inquisitots-as  the  commissioners  of 
property.— -^A.  X.-^ — Jan,  11,  I8O7.  ' 

VICS'SOCIETf. 

SiRi*-'— The  sMl^jeet  on  which  I  am  about 
to  addreis  you  U  one,  that  has,  for  some 
.  tinnie,  been  t)urie^  In  oblivion^  Gf  dragging 
'  it  fotth  to  public  notice,  and  holding  it  up  to 
th^detd^atioe  it  dSes^fves,  I  have  now  un- 
dertaken the  cask.  In  sa  doing,  I  feel  con- 
B^ious,  that  I  have  the  suf  port  and  good 
wiflheff  of  creJry  friend  of  his  country- j  with 
re^Hbct  to  the  rest,  "  I  care  alike  their  fa- 
'«  ^p^r  and  tl>oir  hate.**  Petty  tyriinny  will 
cver.be  foirad  to  ekirt,  even  in  the-best  go- 
Vei;ne4  Itates  }•  but,  to  this  petty  tyranny  we 


may,  with  justice,  attribotil  e  ^«*t  portioit 

of  the  miseries  of  a. pcQple,  a6d  their  conse- 

qiietit  rebeHion.     It  is  not  s6  much  the  ^o* 

vernment  thai  excit^  their  indigniation,  as 

the'oppressive  copduct  of  its  ageiats^  wbicfa, 

as  it  more  nearly  affect^  their  domestic  hap* 

piness,  the  sooqer  will  it  roune  the.  latent 

sparks  of  freedom. which  arbitrary  goirern- 

ments  in  general  have  smothered  in  their 

breasts.—Dr,  Goldsmith  h^s  observed,  that 

a  monarcliical  gove^nnxt^nt  is  better  for  the 

people,  tliau  one  supported  by  a  deuiogracy. 

"'  Sir4CC,'*  he  says,  :"  it  is  entailed  upon  ha* 

''  nianity  to  submit,  and  some  are  born  to 

"  c(>mmand,  and  others. to  obey,  theques- 

*'  tiqn  is,  as  there  mjusl  be  tyrants,  whether 

"•  it  is  better  to  have  them  in  the  aanoe  house 

'\  with  us,  or  in  the  same  village^  or  still 

'*  further  off  in  tlie  metropolis.     Now,  for 

"  my  part,  as  I  natUPl|ljr  hate  the  faoe  of  ^ 

'*' tyrant,. the  farljx^  he  is  femoved  from 

"^  me,  the  better  pleased  am  I.     The  gene-*  - 

*'  rality  of  niankind,  aUo,  are  of  my  way  of 

*'  thinkingi  and  have  unanimonsiy  iireated  ' 

*'  one  king,  whose  election   at  oncadimn 

'*  nishes  the  number  of  tyrfifents,  and.  puts- 

"  tyranny  at  a  greater  di*U4nc«  frorp  the , 

*'  people."— To  you,  then.  Sir,  I  appeal,  to 

endeavour  to  subvert    that    petty  .tyranny 

whicli  exists  in  (his  country;  and.which»rV 

not  pre\'eB^|d,  will  undcfnainc  the  attach* 

Okitxi  <M^(Sf>MP|i  to  the  king,  by  tb«  reiy 

means  ^dopted  to  protnot»4trac^^  feast  esi^ 

pose  if  you  caoifoi  prevent  • 

**  T*/  imeltnee  of  office^  and  tlic  spurfts    ' 

"  That  patient  merit  ^fth*  unworthy  tal^.^ 

— If  we  revert  to  history,  we  shall- find  an 
instance  in  our  own  countiy,   tjbat,  whitre 
unlimited  license  has  be^n  given  by  the  go* 
vernment  to  petty  power,  the  consequiJncc*  ■ 
have^  ultimately  proved  most,  serious.    T^c  ' 
well- remembered  event  of.  the  rebellion  of  • 
Wat  Tyler,  affords  an  illuMcation  of  iny  ar- 
gument, anid  the  p^ty  tyranny  ejterciaed  by  •' 
the  farmers^geiieral  of  Funce  contributed,  [ 
ina^reat  pv^asure,  to  hasten  the  catastrophe 
of  the  geiieral  revolntion.    Bit t,f  that  an  iu- 
stiVutiou  siinilar,  in  mpny  respects,  ti>thean-»-  • 
dent  inquisition,  which,  »fjbr  30  many  ages 
Enslaved  Rome,  and  other  Roman  Catholic 
countries,  should  exist,  and  ineet  wi|h  en- 
C6uragement  in  this  nation,  whose  boast  it  is>  . 
that  it  is  neither  shackled  by  the  fetters  X)f  : 
superstition^  nor  restricted  by  tlie  rigotjr  of 
arbitrary  power,  is  astoni.^iitg,  and  cannot 
be  accounted  for  by  any  other  meani  than.hr  '. 
Attributing  it  to  that  uuaccoimtable  love  of 
power,  which  predominstes,  jn  a  gre^r.  or 
less  degree,'  in  "every  breast. — Let  not  ^ 
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tpiriis  be  broken^  oar  thoughts  be  eochained 
bjr  men  who  cannot  ejiact  any  legal  right 
over   our  inclioattonSi    but  iwbp,    if  we 
tabmtt^  may  render  this  temporary  altena^ 
tioD  of  our  liberties  an  irremoveablcf  and 
never  ending  l>ondage. — I  allude.  Sir,  to  th« 
despotic  sway  the  Society  for  the  Suppression 
of  Vice  exert  wer  the  minds  and  actions  of 
the  lower  orders  of  the  people.    Every  day's 
experience  presents  some  instance  of  their 
•eventy,  with  circumstances  of  additional  Hg- 
gravafton  :  and  tliis  body  of  men,  composed' 
merely  of  parish*officers  and  tradesmen,  who 
to  akreen  themselves  from  its  influence,  en- 
lift  under  its  banners ;  without  one  gentle- 
•    man  among  them.    This  synod,  give  lawi, 
and  exerc^  the  most  arbitrary  power  at 
pleasore.    The^  even  publish  their  edicts 
against  those  who  are  hardy  enough  to  brave 
tbeir resentment;  and  act^  in  every  respect, 
Iflte  lords  of  some  petty  state.     J^ike  the  in- 
qttisition,  thejr  too  have  their  offklhU  or  in- 
formtrs,  who  act  as  spies  on  the  hapless 
Wight  wl)0  stands  suspected.^  I  could  not 
forbear  smiling  at  the  dictatory  style    m 
iriuch -they  in^enei  the  shop-keepers   (ia 
bil^s  which  they  had  caused  to  be  printed 
and  circulated)  that  if  they  continued  to 
^erveonthe  Lord's  Day,  they  should  shortly 
feel  cfaeutihci^  severity  of  the  society's  re« 
seDtmeiit,  cOTcHiding  with  a  severe  maledic- 
tion'DnaU^pse  wboihoald  slight  this  <Aeir 
public  nolice.    Of  such  instances  of  tyranny 
lime  cannot  famish  any  precedent;    they 
may  at  kast  claim  the  merit  of  its  being  en- 
tirelj  origina].     But,  t  would  willingly  in- 
quire by  what  riglit  such  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings are  authorised,  and  whether  they  can 
qoote  any  law  in  the  British  code,  that  will 
justify  a  society  composed  of  private  indivi- 
doals,  in  arbitrarily  oppressing  that  class  of 
men  whose  poverty  is  a  saiBc'bent  slavery, 
without  subjecting  them  to  such  unheard  of 
grievances  as  these.— — ^They  attribute  the 
'  motrves  of  their  conduct  to  a  desire  of  im- 
planting in  the  minds  of  the  people  a  strict 
sense  of  morality  and  their  religious  duties  : 
but,  the  means  they  take  to  etifect  this  are 
the  most  despotic  and  oppressive,  exclusive 
of  the  meannesses  they  have  resort  to,  to  ac.- 
quirj  a  knowledge  of  the  otlendcrs  punish- 
a  >le  by  their  law ;  hiring  at  a  weekly  salary 
the  most  despicable  of  wretches,  common 
informers,  to  hunt  down  their  prey,  like 
beagles,  into  the  jaws  of  their  enemies.     In 
excuse  for  thia  they  say,  that,  provided  the 
end  aimed  at  be  good,  the  means  used  to 
procOre  it^  if  they  arc  the  most  corrupt  aod 
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despicable,  become  not  only  excuseable,  but 
even  praise- worthy.  This,  however,  is  but 
a  weak  axiom,  for  good  can  never  spring 
Jrom  evil ;  I  heir  attributes  are  so  widely  dif- 
ferent tliat  an  union  is  impossible.  Nay» 
admitting  the  soundness  of  the  argument, 
what  good  has  or  will  it  produce  ?  So  tar 
from  having  wrought  tlie  desired  effect  on 
the  minds  of  the  people,  it  has  produced 
the  direct  contrar)'.  Tt)ey  aim  at  entirely 
suppressing  wrong,  before  they  have  in- 
structed them  in  what  is  right  j  and  expe- 
rience has  proved  that  compulsory  doctrines 
can  gain  but  few  real  proselytes ;  for, 

'*  A  man  convinc'd  af^ainst  his' will 

**  Is  of  the  same  opinion  jiill." 

It  is  even  so  with  them.  They  supt)ress 
vice  without  encouraging  virtue.  True, 
they  may  be  driven  to  their  duly,  but  tliey 
will  nekrer  adhere  to  it  voluntarily.  It  is  a 
kind  of  fanaticism  which  irajxjls  them,  simi- 
lar to  that  which  occasioned  the  broils  be- 
tween the  Hugonots  of  France  and  the  Ilo-» 
man  Catholics.  Like  them  they  find  they 
cannot  convince  by  oppression  and  tyranny, 
and  as  their  nature  leads  them  to  adopt  a 
different  line  of  conduct,  tliey  lay  aside  all 
pacific  endeavours  and  still  hnve  recourse  to 
force. — In  addresiing  you,  Mr  Cobbelt,  I 
consider  myself  as  addressing  n  Jlian  who  has 
^ver  proved  himself  the  lrie*l  and  cham- 
pion of  the  people,  one  whom  party  can 
never  influence,  and  who  would  zealously 
defend  his  country's  right  even  to  his  own 
personal  injury.  That  you  have  already 
done  this,  experience  has  convinced,  me ; 
that  you  will  continue  to  do  Tt,  J  have  no 
doubt:  therefore,  in  thus  laying;  before  you 
my  thoughts  on  a  subject  which  has  long. en- 
grossed my  serious  attention,  I  am  confident, 
that  you  will,  with  ine,  see  all  the  future 
grievances  likely  to  be  entailed  on  this  coun- 
try, by  the  means  of  the  Society  for  the  Su[)- 
pression  of  Vice,  and  endeavour,  as  £ir  as  lay 

in  yonr  power,  to  prevent  thcui. 1  am, 

&c.  JuvENis.— /(i/i.  12,  I8O7. 


S 


PKOSTITUTION  SOCIETY. 

SiR,"^ In  the  Morning  Post  of  this  day 

you  will  see  an  advertisement  sigrK.'d  by  Ri- 
CHAtD  Lba,  chairman  (a  v^ry  bene\'olent 
alderman  I  have  no  doubt),  and  entitled  thb 
London  Femalb  Penitentiaky.  The 
professed  object  of  the  institution  a^  held  out 
by  this  advertisement,  is  to  afford  an  asylum 
to  women  who  have  deviated  from  the  pathi 
of  virme,  and  are  desirous  of  leading  a  re- 
formed life  by  means  of  religious  instruction. 
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and  industrious  habits.  The  ailvertiscment 
also  contains  the  following  passage.  "  A 
prompt  admisirton  of  appiicants  into  a  tern* 
por.ny  ward,  will  form  a  very  important  fea- 
ture in  this  institution  ;  at  tliesame  time  no 
encouragement  is  to  be  given  to  those  who 
seek  an  asylum  in  it  more  from  want  than 
from  any  virtuous  or  moral  choice/^-T-ft  is 
also  added,  that  the  necessity  of  such  an  in- 
stitution is  demonstrable  by  indisputable  and 
well  attested  fafts.  Now,  Sir,  I  will  not 
take  up  much  of  your  valuable  publication, 
by  endeavouring  to  shew  the  absurdity  of 
eiicicavouring  to  reform  vice,  by  holding  out 
a  dii-ect  encouragement  to  the  commission  of 
it :  but.  1  cannot  let  slip  ihis  opportunity  of 
expressing  the  great  regret  I  feel,  that  per- 
srns  of  real  benevolence  should  be  called  oij 
to  give  their  sanction  to  an  institution  which 
holds  out  an  immediate  ^sylum  to  those  yrho 
having  satiated  tlicir  vicious  propensities, 
and  perhaps,  held  on  their  full  career  of 
wickedness,  till  they  find  their  course  of  life 
not  quite  so  good  in  experience,  as  it  once 
was  in  imagmation,  they  are  enabled,  by 
meaHS  of  some  little  interest  among  their  old 
friends,  or  by  a  sorrowful  countenance  and 
professions  of  virtue,  to  place  themselves  in 
as  good,  or  perhaps  a  better  situation,  than 
that  from  which   vice    originally  tempted 

them. But  what  must  be  t"be  effect  of  a 

public  institution  like  this,  on  the  minds  of 
those  whose  propensities  ami  fears  nearly 
hang  in  eq^uilibrium,  who  are  deterred  from 
vice  only  by  the  almost  certain  prospect  of 
the  punishment  which  generally  accompa- 
nies it ;  to  these.  Sir,  this  institution  is  a  di- 
rect encouragement  to  decide  against  virtue. 
Of  this  description  are  thousands  of  the  maid 
servants  who  live  in  the  metropolis ;  so  ne- 
cessary is  the  consequence  I  have  just  alluded 
to,  that  every  benevolent  lady  who  con  tri* 
bntes  a  single  guinea  to  such  an  institution, 
is  very  likely  to  be  the  indirect  means  of 
prompting  her  own  servant  to  a  course  of  life 
which  the  dread  of  misery  may  hitherto  ha\'e 
preserved  her  from.  What  is  true  witli  res- 
pect to  this  class,  will  be  true,  in  somedegreej 
to  all  classes  of  women  who  supply  die 
town  with  prostitutes  5  they  will  reason  thus, 
•'  i  shall  gratify  my  propensities,  |  shall  per- 
haps make  my  fortune  by  gaining  an  esia- 
blish^eht  as  a  kept  mistress, — ^but,  what  if  I 
fail'^  Aye,  there  at  present  is  the  barrier ! 
I'he  obvious  misery,  want,  alid  disease  of 
those  wretched  beings  whom  wc  see  in  the 
latter  stage  of  this  profession,  would  till  now 
have  been  an  example  to  many  a  giddy  girl;, 
who  had  just  reason  enough  to  believe  her 
senses,  and  still  n^re  to  those  who  could 
reitttfrHnifeMl^iwiiActly  upon  tl^<:buLce; 


,'^Sugar.^Chm.^Mali.  (Wi 

but,  now  a  public  institation  holds  out  an 
immediate  asylum  to  every  one,  tii«  moment 
misery  brings  the  reward  it  deserves. — Sir, 
what  are  tlie  itidisputable  ^cts  th^it  caa 
sanction  this  institution  ?  How  are  the  ma- 
nagers to  judge  of  the  mo/xVef  of  the  appy-> 
cants  ?  I  have  no  hesitation  in  s^ing,  that 
nothing  can  sanction  a  puhHc  tMstitutum 
holding  out  objects  like  the  present ;  there 
may  be  many  a  wretched  being,  who  might 
be  the  subject  of  pr«;a/e  relie*',  of  the  class 
of  those  miserable  females  thus  intended  to 
be  succoured,  (and  nobody  more  sincereljr 
pities  them  all  than  I  do),  hut  let  not  the  be^ 
nevoleuce  of  the  public  by  performing,  what 
1  will  admit  to  be,  a  direct  good,  be  the 
source  of  an  evil  ot  ten  times  greater  magni'^ 

tude. 1  am,  &c. R.  W.— -ioa.  13, 

1807. 


SUGAR. CORN.— ^lALT. 

Si  a, — ^Tlie  observatiotis  of  X.  X.  in  your 
last  Register,  p.  24,  respecting  the  v^uatioir 
oi  tiie  West  India  Planters  are  but  too  cor^ 
rect ;  and  no  one  can  look  9t  the  situation 
of  this  respectable  class  of  society,  without 
participating    with  your  correspondent,  \xx 
feelings  of  regret  for  the*  difficulties  under 
which  they  labour,  ia  consequence  oi  the 
measures  lately  adopted  on  the  Continent  bjT 
the  great  enemy  of  this  country.— Without 
entering  into  the  question  of  the  extent  of 
that  relief  which  they  would  receive  from 
the  measure  your  correspondent  propos(», 
viz.  of  allowing  the  consumption  of  sugar 
iu  breweries  and  distilleries,  I  aiust  differ 
from  him,  when  he  says,  that  this  would  be 
attended  "  with  circumstances  of  considera* 
"  ble  advantages  to  the  nation  at  large,  and 
"  ttithout  any  circumstances  of  d^tiiment,'* 
One,  of  two  modes,  must  be  adopted ;— to 
prohibit  the  use  of  corn  altc^etber  in  th« 
breweries    and    distilleries,    and    by   those 
means  to  throw  the  whole  consuroptlion  of 
those  manufactories  on  sugnr  j    or  to  allow 
the  use  of  either  article  as  may  best  suit  th^ 
interest  of  the  manu^tcturer.— It  vvoulU  be 
perfectly  useless  to  occupy  any  of  your  tinje, 
or  that  of  your  readers,  in  proving,  thot  the 
first  of  the  two  plans  would  be  emineotly 
injurious  to  the  laiided  interest,  in  aa  mucl^^ 
as  it  would  prevent  the  consumption  of  by 
far  the  greatest  part  of  the  barley  grown  ia 
this  country  ;    there  being  no  oth^  channel 
of  demand  for  it.  except  in  tbe  leading  oi' 
cattle.     Iti  the  other  case,  if  the  uae  of  either 
corn  or  sugar  be  permitted,  not  a  pound  rf 
the  latter  article  would  be  conauui^^  oalesa 
such  a  part  of  the  duty  be  taken   off,   at 
would  occasion  a  niiuerial  Io«*  to  Q\m  reve- 
nue.   1  understand,  that,  iu  the  dislilleries. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


^hereieqasil  jquantltijjf  pf  barley  and  malt 
are  ^sjed,  ijt  l^as  teea  a^certsMaed,  that  \^ 
cwt.  of  sugar*  will  produce  a^  much  spirit  as 
a  ijiiajrter  pf  ?uich  |iiixture  of  corp.  Take 
tb.^  a  quarter  pf  barley  9t  the  present  price 
jirf*  448  ,  ^^nd  3  quarter  of  mak  at  the  present 
pricp  pf  §3^,  the  average  of  both  wiH  be 
.^s.  the  qu^ter ;  1^  cwt.  of  sugar  at  the 
prefent  pfi^  of  6?3.,  are  93s.:  $p  that, 
mri^  a  drawback  of  the  duty  on  1^ 
pwt.,  of  sugar,  of  3P*5  or  of  ^iOo  per  cwt.  be 
.^Ipw^da  i  wiiJbp  muye  tor  the  advantage  of 

Se  dUtiiiejr  tp  use  corn  entirely.  In  the 
ew^y  wbeire  mailed  corn  alone  is  used, 
;^ppifl^. tue  sanje  relative  value  pf  extract 
^  i^f  iat,  fwgar  must  be  sold  at  55s.  per  c\yt., 
to  epable  th^  hrevfer  to  use  it  on  the  sanie 
terms  with  mah  ^t  82s.  But  uhen  it  is 
^k^n  'ij^\p  CQUiideration,  how  much  more  of 
saccharine  ferK>en>abj.e  metier  can  be  ob- 
tained from  a  quarter  of  malted  corn,  than 
from  t^  9^|i^  quantity  of  raw ,  9(ui  malted  in 
i^q^^  «ii*?wres,  the  brewers  cannot  give 
n^qre  tfian  50».  or  52s.  per  c>vt.  for  sugar  to 
jpse  la  fbelr  manufactories  >  so  that,  !d  this 
ii>9MiiM^,  itbece  must  be  ^  redjaction  in  the 
duty  pf  Ip^*  or  12s  per  cwt. — ^There  Is  qlso 
^cja^of  uji^ljmd  industrious  individuals, 
wbo!»e  iotf^psjt  would  be  materially  involved 
sboaldlhis  ncipasure  be  carried  intp  ejfect. 
I  me^p  tji#  malsters ;  who,  it  is  nptorious, 
^t  this  season  of  the  year,  have  lai^e  i^qanti- 
fij?s  of  barley  in  preparation,  aod  whjch, 
^bfsa  i^anu^tur<»i  into  miUt,  ^xro\^d  be 
€rpl4  at  v^ry  ^reat  loss,  should  the  demand  of 
tiie  brei^enes  and  distilleries  fpr  that  ar- 
ticle be  considerably  lessened..  Tliis  is 
a  subject  I  can  only  hint  at:  I  think, 
liowever,  t^at  I  have  proved  to  your  satis^fap- 
fipn,  tb^t  djMs  use  of  sugar  in  ttie  breweries 
?nd  ^ftstilWries  wpuld  be  uttended  with  seri- 
jQi^s  datriinffAt,  either  to  th^  landed  interest, 
l»r  tp  thei^'pnwj?  of  the  pountry.— I  am^  &-c. 
/<i|i.»,  18Q7.  ^  Z. 

AUPN8  >N  PUpUC  OFFICES. 

9w|, Thi5  daily  p^|)ers  havitig  recently 

#nnpiujped  the  intfiinion  of  Government,  to 
Dia)^.  §pjto?  mat^irial  r^ulations  in  regard  to 
Aliens,  permit  roe,, through  the  medium  of 
yoijir  PoUtidal  Register^  not  only  to  congra- 
tulate n>y  CountJ7raen  on  this  mo$t  indis- 
pensable? pitjcaution.  in  times  like  the  pre- 
i^nl,  of  j^nl  aad  dismay,  but  allow  n^e  at 
||ie  same  tim^  to  offer  a  few  observations,  j^n 
^  snltjpct  OQU^ter^lly  connected  with  this  se- 
jjpus  o^Jftct  pf  prudence  iri  the  executive  Qo- 
^eirniD^at^  demanding,  in  ray  vi^w  of  the 
case*  tb#  most  severe  animadversion  on  its 
^^^rattpi^^  awd  consequeyjly,  calhng  loudly 
fqi  lmynfid^c^e  reforu) :  I  j^llude  10  the  pre- 


.^JKens  in  Pullk  Cfficet^ 
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vailing  practice  of  employing  Foreigners  px 
the  different  offices  of  the  government.  This 
custorn  Sir,  which  has  obtained  but  of  lat» 
years,  appears  in  my  mind  fraught  witli  maxiy 
^erioiis  dangers  to  the  state,  and  unanswcr- 
ablo  objections  in  other  respects.  I  shall, 
however,  on  the  present  occasion,  selePt 
only  the  two  ipost  prominent,  the  cruelty, 
impolicy,  and  injustice,  at  any  period  and  oa 
any  occasion  of  prcfering  Aliens  to  the  native 
youth  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  the  ex- 
treme danger  at  all  times,  but  more  partial^ 
larhj  in  time  of  warfare 9  in  trusting  Aliens 
with  eniplnyments  under  government.  —  fo 
regard  to  the  first  point,  1  will  take  leave  to 
ask,  upon  what  principle  the  preference  of 
foreigners  in  pubhc  departments  can  be  dp- 
fended  ?  WiH  it  be  contended  that  our  na- 
tive youths  arc  less  competent  for  the  duti^ 
to  be  performed  ?  I  trust  not !  Can  it  be 
urged  that  their  natural  ability  and  education 
do  not  fit  them  so  well  for  the  public  civil 
employments  as  Aliens  ?  Sur^y  not !  How, 
then,  can  it  be  accounted  for,  that  go  w^ea 
you  will  into  a  public  office,  you  are  sure  tp 
be  addressed  in  broken- English  by  clerks  of 
every  rank,  by  office  keepers,  and  by  mes- 
sengers ?  Indeed,  so  general  are  the  two  latter 
descriptions,  that  1  have  fi-equently  found 
it  difficult  to  render  myself  inteUegible,  to 
those  worn  out  Aden  Domestics  oT  Lord^^ 
Ladies,  and  Diplomatic  Gentlemen. —  Now, 
Sir,  I  think  I  may  venture  feirly  to  infer, 
that  for  every  Alien-  so  ap|X)inted  to  a  public 
office  in  this  country,  one  of  our  own  coun- 
tr)'iT)en  has  been  thereby  deprived  of  an  op- 
portunity to  render  himself  a  u.seful,  an  ho- 
norably, and  a  happy,  member  in  society ; 
equal  in  point  of  c;ipaciry  and  education  to 
the  prefered  Foreigner,  and  inferior  to  him 
only  perhaps,  in  aft,  intrigue,  and  conde- 
scension.—ilien,  is  it  not  cn;el,  impolitic, 
and  unjust,  tp  establish  a  systero  so  decid^ly 
subversive  of  the  natural  and  imprpscriptabfe 
rights  of  our  countfymen,  and  does  not  sucji 
a  system  call  loudly  fox  reform  ?  Particularly, 
when^  lamentable  to  state,  the  evil  is  daiJy 
encrea^jig. —  Jhus  mnch  for  the  cruelty,  im- 
policy, and  injustice  of  resorting  to  foreign 
aid,  where  native  ability  is  fully  competei^t. 
But  look,  Ibpseech  you,to  the  nextobjectioti; 
the  danger  is  incalcidable  in  time  of  war. 
I's  it  not  well  known  to  every  man  who  takes 
the  trouble  to  think,  that  Napoleon  has 
gained  more  "conquests  by  int;-igue,  and  the 
orgapizati'on  of  spies,  than  by  tlie  fair  and 
manly  contention  oetween  army  and  army  ) 
Is  it  not  as  well  knuwn  that,  his  victories 
have  generally  been  arranged  at  Paris,  with 
his  Arch-Jicnd  and  CounseJlgr  Talleyrand  ? 
Aud  hov^'  are  ilicse  things  accomplished? 
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But  through  the  agency  of  spies,  and  previ- 
ous understanding  between  the  victors,  and 
the  predisposed  victims !  I  beg.  Sir,  to  be 
perfectly  understood  in  the  observations  I 
now  make — Far  be  it  from  me  to  insinuate 
that  any  Alien  clerk  now  employed  under 
government,  could  be  infamous  enough  to 
*  betray  tliis  country  into  the  hands  of  the 
great  Leviathan  of  the  Continent;  I  object 
"not  to  the  meu,  but  to  the  measure,  and  the 
more  I  think  of  it,  the  more  am  1  convinced 

of  its  impolicy  and  danger. No  doubt, 

many,  perhaps  all,  the  persons  I  allude  to 
'maybe  honorable  characters,  but  this  does 
not  lessen  the  effect  of  my  complaint ;  nor 
would  it  be  any  consolation  to  me,  if  one 
Alien  acted  treacherously  and  ruined  my 
.country,' that  ninety  and  nine  were  to  be 
'found,  too  just  and  honorable  to  partake  in 
his  diabolical  schemes.^— It  may  be  argued, 
that  all  the  peo{)le  I  have  mentioned  are  plac- 
ed in  Situations  too  inferior  for  the  danger  I 
apprehend ;    I  answer,  that  more  or  less, 
every  clerk  is  in-  the  confidence  of  govern- 
ment, and  not  one  Alien  so  employed,  but 
possesses  the  power,  if  he  feels  the  inclina- 
tion, to  do  this  country  material  injury.- 1 

contend  therefore,  that,  the  employment  of 
such  people  kas  proved  inimical  to  the  inter- 
ests of  our  countrvmen,  and  may  prove  hos- 
tile to  the  well  Dcing  of  this  country,  nay, 
may  prove  its  destruction.— —I am  not  weak 
or.base  enough  to  recommend,  that  the  Eiui- 

frant  or .  Alien  should  be  driven  from  our 
ospilable  shores,  but  I  consider  it  essential 
to  the  very  existence  of  the  nation,  that,  they' 
should  bescrupulously,  and  constantly  watch- 
ed: they. ever  have  been,  and  ever  will  be, 
doubtful  characters,  nor  can  I  see  any  good 
reason  why  Frenchmen,  Italians,  Grermans, 
Swiss,  &c.  should  be  employed  in  our  Puttie 
OJices,  and  thereby  brought  more  intimately 
to  our  connections,  merely  because  it  has 
pleased  Mpssrs.  Buonaparte,  Benevento,  and 
Co,  to  drive  them/fom  their  homes  to  take 
refuge  among  us  ! — I  know  full  well  that  I 
risk  i\\e  chargeof  inhumanity  and  illiberality 
in  the  opinions  I  have  broached.     'Tis  true 
that  benevolence  and  generosity,  designate 
the  character  of  Britons;  they  are  God-hke 
virtues  when  properly  applied,  but  like  other 
"virtues,  the  excess  of  them  borders  on  their 
opposite  vices.     The  excess  of  benevolence, 
therefore,  or  rather  a  oaistakei>,  or  misappli- 
ed, pliilantrophy,  may  be  the  destruction  of 
the  country — — Wc  take  to  our  arms  with- 
out consideration  or  reserve,    unfortunate 
men  of  all  n.itions.     These  people  contrive 
to  get  into  our  good  opinion  by  their  <iisy 
and  gentlemanly  addrcsi;  their  misfortunes, 
and  a  pleading  e;xterior  win  our  hearts;  we 


commiserate,  we  relieve,  we  protect  them. 
If  we  paused  here,  perhaps  lilde  fear  might 
be  entertained  of  danger  to  the  state;  indi- 
viduals might  and  would  suffer,  but  the  coun- 
try would  not  have  to  dread  the  consequences 
of  perfidy  in  those,  who,  say  wliat  you  will, 
.  must  ever  feel  a  predilection  for  their  native 
land,  and  consenuently,  will  be  alwa)'s  alive 
to  that  which  is  likely  to  promote  its  interests. 
— Really,  Sir,  this  seems  to  me  a  very  serious 
subject,  perhaps  morp  so  than  may  at  first 
appear.  No  doubt,  this  letter,  if  it  does  na 
more,  will  rouse  you  to  a  consideration  of 
the  fact.  In  your  hands,  and  with  your 
language  and  argument,  the  legislature  mar 
be  disposed  to  make  enquiry;  the  result 
must  prove  advantageous  to  the  country,  and 
cannot  fail  to  reward  the  labours  of — 

A  British  Merchant. 
London^  Sth  January,  I8O7. 


RETALIATIOJ^  AGAINST  FRANCE. 

Sir, — Although  disagreeing  materially  in 
many  political  points  with  yourself,  yet  I 
confess,  I  believe  you  are  actuated  by  love 
of  your  country,  and  I  admire  your  candour 
and  tlie  perspicuity  and  clearness  with  which 
you  inforce  your  premises  and  draw  yom* 
conclusions;  and,  through  your  paper,  I 
wish  to  submit  a  few  lipes  to  the  public  on 
our  present  situation  with  respect  to  France, 
as  it  operates  on  our  shipping,  colonial  and 
commercial  system  Buonaparte  having  ta  • 
ken  the  most  efficient  method  of  distressing 
the  trade  of  this  coimtry,  by  setting  on  thie 
poru  of  the  North  Sea,  and  meditating,  a^ 
he  assuredly  does,  the  shotting  up  of  the 
Sound,  it  behoves  the  ministry  to  counteract, 
as  far  as  possible,  the  injury  we  may  sustain, 
by  acting  with  energy  and  by  preventing 
France  receiving  from  her  own  colonies, 
either  direct,  or  through  the  medium  of  neu- 
trals, an)  articles  of  colonial  produce  :  !?o 
that  her  inhabitants  arid  vassels  shall  be  o- 
bliged  to  have  recourse  to  Great  Britain  for 
supplies,  and  which  will  bear  more  heavily 
on  them,  as  they  will  be  introduced  by  sur- 
reptitious means,  by  her  oiJvn  subjects,  at 
their  own  risk,  and  with  the  additional 
charge  of  forced  introduction  added  to  thenr 
original  price. — ^The  first  necessary  step  to 
bring  about  this  desirable  end  would  be  an 
immediate  and  vigorous  attack  on  the  colony  , 
of  Martinico, — the  only  stronghold  possess- 
ed  by  France  in  the  western  hemisphere, 
and  from  whence  the  enormous  quantity  of 
80,000  hogsheads  of  sugar,  five  millions  of 
pounds  of  coffee,-  besides  large  quantities  of 
cocoa  and  cotton,  are  annually  shipped  t6 
France  through  the  channel  of  American 
shipping,  protected  by  false  and  colourabte 
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documents  <^ownerjr*  Jodependent  of  the 
benefit  to  be  derived  to  our  revenge  by  this 
capture^  it  is  of  most  aiatorial  consequence 
in  other  points  of  view.  It  was  only  through 
the  quiet  possession  of  Martinico>  that 
France  ixras  abie  to  send  out  the  Rochefort 
squadron,  whiclx  destroyed  the  town  of  Do- 
luinico,  plundered  Montserat,  Nevis^  and 
Sl^^itts,  burnt  the  merchant  shipping  at  all 
those  places,  detained  the  large  convoy  for 
many  months  in  the  West  Indies,  to  the 
great  loss  of  the  Merchant,  Planter,  and 
Ship-owner,  and  caused  the  mortality  of 
an  immense  number  of  Britisli  seamen  coop- 
ed up  in  the  unhealthy  harboiu-  of  Grenada. 
—It  was  to  the  possession  of  this  colony, 
France  ilared  to  send  out  the  armameijit  un- 
der Villeoeuve,  which  retook  the  Diamond 
Rock,  destroyed  tl^e  Antigua  convoy  valuably 
ladet^  and  would  have  ravaged  t)ie  whole  of 
oar  islands  but  for  tlie  dreadful  name  of 
Nelson. — It  was  to  the  possession  of  this 
island  that  the  fleet  under  Guillaamais  and 
Jerome  Buonaparte  owed  their  safety  and 
tb^ir  re-equipment,  ^nd  which  cost  Great 
Britain  the  service  of  three  squadrons  of 
eighteen  sail  of  the  line,  under  WaiTen, 
fkracban,  and  Cockrane,  for  nearly  five 
moDthsi  and  the  armament,  recently  cap- 
.tnred  by  Sir  Samud  Hood,  was  bound  to  this 
islaiKl,  and,  but  for  the  vi^ilenqe  of  that 
officer,  we  should  have  read  very  shortly  of 
other  disastets  iu  that  part  of  the  werld. — 
The  next  ste])  to  be  acted  upon  with  deterr 
naination,  giving  fair  and  proper  caution  to 
the  remaining  neutral  powers,  would  be  a 
strict  blockade  of  every  port  from  the  Baltic 
to  the  Adriatic.  France,  by  these  steps, 
would  very  soon  be  convinced  of  the  impo- 
tence oi  her  military  system  or  navigation, 
and  we  should  draw  from  her  concessions 
arising  from  imperious  necessity.  America, 
with  all  her  hatred  of  Britain,  must  be  con- 
yinced  that  Buonaparte  only  wants  naval* 
power  to  reduce  her  to  slavery,  and  her  go- 
vernment would  hardly  complain  of  this  act 
of  necessity.  At  all  events,  better  for  us 
that  America  shoidd  be  our  open  enemy, 
than  the  insidious  and  unopposed  friend  of 
France.— I  will  not  enlarge  for  the  present. 
If  my  communications  are  worth  printing 
yxm  wiU  notice  them,  if  not,  I  am  yours,  &c. 
Anti-Napoleon. 
London,  7'^*  January,  .I8O7. 

Pitt's,  glory. 
Long  was  the  reign,  and  great  was  the 
power  and  the  ins<^ent  domination  of  Pitt ; 
but,  it  was  about  the  years  1794,  5,  and  6, 
that  he  was  at  the  height  of  his  glory.  The  ter- 
ror q(  the  times  \  the  dread  of  a  revolution^  had 
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brokec  the  phalanx  of  his  parliamentary  op- 
pouems  and  of  their  followers  out  of  doors ; 
he  had  set  one  hali'of  the  nation,  to  be  spies 
upon  and  to  keep  down  the  other  half;  in 
short,  his  absolute  will  wis  the  only  law.— 
In  turning  my  attention  back  to  those  days, 
a  correspondent  favoured  me  with  the  origi- 
nals ot  the  following  letters,  which  passed 
between  Ma..  Waddington,  whom  an 
English  judge,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
19th  cenmry,  imprisoned  for  forestalling. 
The  letters  are  truly  curious;  and  Mr.. 
Waddington's  is  an  admirable  specimen  of 
sarcastic  repartee. 

DEAR  siH,         Southwark,2\  Nov.  l/Q^.- 

I  have  seen  with  very  great  concern 
your  name  atiixed  to  ceitaiti  advertisements 
in  the  public  papers,  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  stepjs  which  government  think  necessary 
to  be  adopted,  to  preserve  the  peace  of  the 
metropolis,  and  Ot  the  country  at  large, 
against  the  machinations  of  designing,  artful, 
^nd  disaffected  men^  who  seem  to  have  in 
view  the  total  overthrow  of  our  glorious 
constitution.  And,  as  it  appears  to  me,  that 
your  being  the  champion  of  these  people  is 
totally  incompatible  with  your  continuing 
any  longer  a  member  of  a  corp?  of  volunteer 
cavalry,  who  have  avowedly  stood  forward  in 
the  defence  of  their  king  and  constitution, 
1  must  beg  the  fa^or  of  you  to  have  the 
goodness  to  return  to  me  the  arms  and  ac- 
cputreraeuts  wJiich  you  received  from  mo 
as  your  commanding  offcer.  1  am  inuch 
hurt  in  being  obliged  to  take  this  step;  but 
you  will,  1  tru^,  readily,  perceive,  that 
the  honour  of  the  South warit  Troop  de- 
mands it. — I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obetiicnt  humble  Servant, 
E.  J.  CoLLETT,  Capt  S.  T.  S.  Y.  C, 
S,T,  Waddington,  Esq. 

THE  ANSWER.  ... 

Sir,  New  Bridge  StritfiQS  Not^,  I795. 
The  same  principle  ^^-hich  ihduced  me 
to  enroll  myself  in  the  Honourable.  Surrey 
Corps,  to  defend  ray  country  agiinst  a 
threatened  foreign  invasion,  has  equally  im- 
pelled me  to  stand  forward  in  i<b  detence, 
against  a  domestic  invasion'  of  the 'c6/7*/i/K- 

tion  itself, As  the  **  honor  of  the  South- 

wark  Troop,"  and  tlie  existence  of  the  Bri- 
tish Constitution  are  incompatible,  (as  from 
your  letter  it  shouki  seem  they  .were)  it  is 
with  mortification  t  comply  Avith  your  re- 
quisition, in  returning  the  cloak  and  cartouck 
box  (and  a  halter,  which  I  h^d  almost  for- 
gotten), being  the  only  "  arms  and  accoa- 
tremeuts,"  which  I  received  from  you,  as 
my  commanding  officer . — I  am,  &:c. 

S.  F.  Waddinoton. 
E.  Collett,  J.  Esq.  Capt.  S.  T.  «.  Y.  C. 
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AGE  OF  FINANCE. 

SiR,-^Tlre  last  cenmry  may  not  itnpro- 
pMj  be  termed  the  Age  of  Finance;    Eu- 
rope was  hnmersed  in  manUfacluTes,  com-' 
merce,    and  revehue.      The  fundamental 
principles  of  government,  of  crvil  society, 
and  or  national  force  compose,  in  compari- 
8(Jn,  but  a  small  part  of  the  annals  of  that 
tihie.    The  numerous  wars  of  that  period, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  were  wars  of  the 
Exchequer  5   while  money  was  tfasily  formd 
nations  continued  their  quarrels  )  when  that 
.bi^an    to  fail,  peace 'was  concluded.     So 
completely  had  those  objects  absorbed  the 
general  attention    that^    in  {the  first  wars 
of  the  French  revolution,  when  its  new- 
hbm  force  was  forming  and  acquiring  con- 
iiJitency,  it  was  maintained  by  our  aJminis- 
t  rat  ion,  apparently  with  the  public  assent, 
that  they  were  wars  of  finatice  :  they  demon- 
strated to  tlieir  applauding  adherents,  with 
mathematical  certriinty  and  accuracy,  the  very 
moment  when,  at  the  rate  they  were  going, 
the  French  would  fall   into  the  Charybdis 
that  was  to  swallow  them  up,  and  relieve 
Europe  from  the  tetror  of  the  political  effects 
of  the  revolution  j  for  an  idea  never  seemed 
to  have  occurred  to  them  that  im  age  of  steel 
was  to  return.  Yet,  1  do  not  know  ihat  tltere 
ever  was  an  instzfnce  of  a  irjtion  being  ruined 
by  its  debts :  even  in  Holland,,  the  nation 
was  worn  out  before  its  finances  j  nor  do  I 
know  that  any  nation  ever  professed  that  it 
would  allow  itself  to  be  ruined  by  them  ex- 
cept England  zi  this  very  time.    Heretofore, 
.  wherever  men  determined  to  defend  their 
c6utry  have  been  found,  when  they  could 
not  untie  they  have  cut  the  Gordion  knot. 
But,  though  the  finances  rank  in  the  scale 
of  importance  far  below  civil,  political,  or 
military  institutions,  and  even  bdow  sevaal 
branches  of  national  industry,  yet,  from  the 
influence  they  have  on  the  happiness  of  the 
people,  not  only  from  the  amount  of  the 
taxes,  but  from  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  le\ied,  and  from  the  necessity  of  revenue 
ibr  the  operations  of  government,  they  stand 
high  among  the  objects  of  national  concern. 
^-A  few  individuals  may  still  be  lulled   in 
c!^eams  of  peace,  but  the  general  inattention 
to  the  state  of  our  finances,  cs  well  as  to  sub- 
jects of  still  higher  importance,  arises  from 
that  indolence  which  detests  any  care  beyond 
that  of  the  present  moment,  iind  that  imbe- 
cilliry  which  cannot  look  difficulties  in  the 
f^ce.    If  it  was  not  before  it  is  certainly  evi- 
dent now,  that  unless  some  great  change 
takes  place  in  the  state  of  Europe,  we  have 
no  alternative  but  war  or  subjection :  it  seem^ 
incomprehensible  that  a  man  can  be  found 
10  hXini  as  not  to  sec  that  war  cannot te  car* 


ried  on  much  longer  on  our  ^istmg  systeVri 
of  finance:  •was  it  a  subject  that  rcqtih^d 
any  depth  of  tmderstanding  to  comprehend, 
such  a  delusioh  would  afford  less  redsoft  for 
surprize,  but  it  is  clear  to  every  one,  from 
his  own  private  affnirs,  dt  to  evefy  eleTk  i^'ho 
tan  put  figures  together.    Notwlthst^tidtng 
all  their  professions,  it  is  not  easy  to  tonceivfe' 
that  our  men  in  office  think  the  Stock  EJjj- 
changc  and  tax  bills  are  mines  Which  can 
never  be  exh:msted,    or,  that  they  regard 
them  as  more  than  temporaty,  alnwst  rtio^ 
metitary  expedients,  which  will  fall  With  the 
infatuation  that  supports  them.    Thesfe  terd 
not  times  for  fairy  palacts  that  vanish  with 
the  spell  that  created  them  ,•  the  castle  tnust 
be  built  on  a   rock  to  resist  the  fhty  of 
the  elenients :  without  strength,  perseve- 
rance and  stability  in  every  department  of 
the  stdtfe,    we  cannot   ex^>ect  sjtfety,    still 
less  to  acquire  superiority,     ti  is  full  time, 
indeed  absolutely  necessary,  to  look  otlt  for 
the  means  by  which  the  nation  Catt  be  ef- 
fectually relieved  from  its  burtheiis,  with  the 
least  danger  to  the  public  and  the  Ie&j*t  kss 
to  their  creditors.     ConqUerorS  supply  the 
deficiency  in  their  own  treasury  at  tKfe  *i« 
pense  of  t  he  conquered :  the  6ommis  fenacted 
heavy  tributes  j    the  revoUiti6nary  French 
qtiarterftheir  armies,  levy  contributions,  and 
demand  subsidies  from  those  whorh  they  ho- 
nour witii  the  name  of  allies*    Of  «tomfestic 
e?[pcdients,  the  most  common  has  been  to 
debase  or  diminish  the  coin  ;    this,  mnfer  a- 
nother  form,  is  in  fact  annihilating  so  mucb 
of  the  public  debt,  but  it  likewise  introduces  . 
the  sarn^  injustice  into  private  dealii^gsas  iC 
in  the  same  proportion  releases  the  private 
debtor  at  the  expense  of  his  creditor,  and  It 
h:}s  this  farther  disadvantage,  that  if  the  coin 
is  restored  to  Jts  ft)rmer  intrinsic  vakie.  Which 
it  has  sometimes  been,  the  public  is  but  lit- 
|le  benefitted  iu  the  end.  But,  howfevcr  that 
device  tnay  have  been  viewed  when  mdhe^ 
tranejtctions  were  few  and  little  understood, 
it  is  too  stale  a  trick  to  impose  upon  the  most 
-ignorant  in  such  an  age  as  4he  present.-^ 
Whatever  mode  toav  be  re^orteSd  to,  the 
first   thing  is  to  take  care  that  iht  fttse 
revenue  shall  be  $ufficie;it  for  the  ttccCaai^rjr 
expence  of  the  war.    Laying  the  questibn  of 
justice  or  itijustice  aside,  that  primary  ob* 
ject  which  most  be  kept  in  view,  renders  a 
partial  annihilation  of  the  debt  imprik^tica* 
ble,  because,  an  end  being  put  to  loans,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  find  the  funds  for' 
the  service  of  the  war,  Mt^hile  a  large  part  of 
the  revenue  was  requited  to  pay  the  remaitu 
in^  interest  of  the  debt.    To  apply  a  spUnge 
to  the  whole  at  once  is  so  fbgrant  nti  act  of 
injusticfeyf  dud  would  tovohrr  so  .ro^ny  ftaa^ 
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Xe9HitTud>  or  semething  nearly  approacbf 
iog  to  ruin,  that  nothing  but  ibe  most  ur* 
l^t  state  necessity,  and  no  means  of  aUe-* 
fi^tioD  to  be  fbtincU  could  vindicate  it.  It 
voMki,  likewise,  occasion  a  revulsioa  in  all 
the  conuborciail  and  nlonied  transactions  of 
ti)iJ3«iiafion,  and  in  some  measure,  though, 
perhaps  not  to  a  great  aniount,  affect  the 
revenue  itself,  by  destroying  tlie  income  of 
soonmeroos,.  and  so  wealthy,  a  part  of  the 
caEDmunity. — ^There  appears  to  me,  how- 
ever, i6  be  one  way,  and  only  one  way,  in 
^diich  the  nation  ever  can  be  relieved  of 
that  load,  without  great  injustice,  and  giv* 
in^a  shock  to  the  nx)nied  interest,  the  com- 
merce, the  industry,  and  the  revenue  of 
thf  cotintry,  aod  that  is,  by  devising  means 
of  convertiog  the  whole  debt  into  paper 
saleable  at  market,  like  naity  and  exchequer 
bills.  Few  great  discoveries  have  been 
made  by  reasotiing  alone ;  the  consequences 
of  government  paper  ha\'^,  likewise,  been 
ifiscofered  by  chance  ;  they  were,  I  be- 
lieve, first  seen  in  America.  Money  being 
tlicre  scarce,  taxe&  few  and  difficult  to  be 
levied,  the  Aniericcn  colonies  had  recourse  to 
issoiog  a  sort  of  treasury  notes,  for  which 
hard  money  was  not  exigeable,  till  the  state  . 
focnd  it  convenient  to  pay  tbem.  1  think 
so  early  as  the  year  1756,  the  paper  mo- 
ney of  the  New  England  colonies  had  been 
issued  to  so  large  an  amount  as  to  have  de- 
preciated thee  or  four  huwlred  per  cent, 
bat  their  fears  of  France  being  then  re- 
mdved  by  the  conquest  of  her  colonies,  they 
aflerivards  contributed  very  little  to  the 
general  expense  of  the  empire ;  and  re- 
deemed it  so  far  as  to  bring  it  back  to  par. 
The  paper  of  the  American  and  French  re- 
volutions has  l<ing  been  a  subject  of  redicole 
at  the  Exchange  and  Whitehall^  nor  has 
6tal  experience  yet  taught  the  plodders  of 
either  to  reflect  that  t^  independence  of 
America  was  established  against  all  the  gold 
of  England,  and  the  revolution  of  Frattce 
^inst  all  the  powers  of  Europe,  almost 
without  a  public  revenue.  Nay,  I  think  I 
may  venture  to  say,  that  tliat  paper  money 
was,  in  geneVal,  the  naost  equal  and  tl>e 
most  eqaitable  tax  that  eVfer  was  levied,  for 
it  passed  so  rapidly  from  hand  to  hand,  tliat 
the  depreciation  was  iijisensible  to  each  pos- 
$esser.  Both  in  the  American  and  French 
pafer,  there  wad,  indeed,  one  act  of  iii- 
jajtice ;  having.no  other  means  of  provid- 
ing for  the  public  expenditure,  it  was  made 
a  legal  tender,  which  eDabJed  many  debtors 
to  defiraud  their  cr^editorp,  when  it  had  much 
depreciated;  but,  except  from  thence,  I 
know  of  nojnitschief  that  it  octairioned,  or 
that  it  affected  the  privatcaifiuraof  the  sv;^ 


jcct.  Here  the  iJteccssity  of  making  it  a  le- 
gal tender  does  not  exist,  as  the  revenue, 
with  economy,  would  be  suflicient  for  the 
public  service.  No  man,  perhaps,  caB> 
with  certginty,  foresee  the  consequences  of 
a  money  transaction  to  that  amount,  but  I  da 
not  think  that  anf  one  who  has  been  well 
acquainted  with  tke  American  or  Frqnch 
paper,  will  have  much  doubt  g(  its  being 
practicable.  The  snih  is  great,  but  the  im- 
mense traffic  that  there  is  still  in  the  tiinds, 
shews  that  it  is  not  too  great  for  the  money 
speculations  of  that  country  to  embrace.— 
Several  modes  of  carrying  it  into  execution 
may,  probably,  occur  to  those  who  are  con- 
versant in  money  transactions ;  but  there  is' 
one,  and  a  very  simple  one,  that  I  think 
would  effect  the  purpose  5  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment to  enable  the  mitristry,  if  the  national 
demands  required  it,  to  apply  the  whole 
revenue  of  the  current  year  to  the  service 
of  the  state,  and  to  postpone  the  pa3rment 
of  the  interest  of  the  national  debt,  grant- 
ing certificates  to  the  holders  for  the  amount 
of  that  stock,  with  a  claim  for  interest  from 
the  (fate.  Such  certifkafes,  if  gi-anted  for 
small  sums,  would  very  'soon  be  in  the  mar- 
ket, at  a  discount,  which,  if  the  war  •  con- 
tinued, as  if  we  remain  an  independent  na- 
tion it  must  do  for  years,  would  constant- 
ly increase,  till  they  would  ertbcr  become 
redeemable  at  a  very  clieap  rate,  or  expire 
of  themselves,  like  the  American  and 
French  paper.  I  believe  it  has  been  the 
opinion  of  speculative  politicians,  that  upon 
the  first  shock,  publte  credit  would  fail  and 
the  whole  fabric  vanish  at  once  j  but  there  is 
nothing  m  experience  that  can  lead  to  that 
conclusion;  it  is  on  the  contrary,  highly 
prohaWy,  tliat  it  would  very  slowly  and 
gradually  decline.  The  present  holders  of 
stock  would  suffer  some  loss,  but  1  doubt  if 
it  would  be  so  much  as  the  profit  they  now 
expect  to  reap ;  for  a  great  part  of  the  strck-i 
holders  are  now  speculators  for  gam.  The 
rise  of  the  funds  at  a  peace  has  been  such, 
that  much  money  has  b«en  withdrawn  from 
commerce,  mariufactnres,  aud  landed  se- 
curity 5  many  estatev  bavfr  been  sold,  and 
many  pot  bo«ght,  to  raise  money  to  be  in- 
vested in  the  funds.  The  public,  indeed, 
borrow  upon  ustny,  for  sixty  pounds  that 
they  receive  in  time  of  war,  they  have  to 
repay  more  than  seventy  in  time  of  peace. 
That  those,  who  enter  mto  such  an  aaven- 
ture,  should  sustain  a  small  loss,  is  no  great 
injustice,  as  a  Jew  runs  the  risk  of  lending 
to  needy  prodisjals  :  nor  is  it  improbable,  that 
a  f6w  indtviduJals  would  ^pst;  the  pri6c'.;»a! 
part  of  their  stocky  there  will  aivvavs  .1 
sottaie  too  credulous  or  too  avaricious^  not  ui 
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grasp  at  recovering  the  whole,  but  I  am  in- 
clined to  ihink,  liiat  the  number  would  be 
small,  and  that  ahrost  all  tlie  paper  would 
hoon  be  for  sale.-.- Should  the  annals  of  the<e 
times  survive  the  next  deluge  of  barbarism, 
and  be  preserved  for  anoJier  age  of  civiliza- 
tion, they  wiU  furnish  instruction  in  finance. 
America  and  France  have  shewn  the  vast  re- 
sources that  may  be  drawn  from  paper  and 
credulity.  The  Americans  stumbled  upon 
it  by  chance;  not  theniselves  comprehend- 
ing what  they  were  doing,  they  fell  into  an 
error  5  to  keep  up  , the  credit  of  their  own 
paperi  they  iiinded  a  part  of  it,  that  has 
left  a  burthen  which  they  are  paying  off  by 
economy,  and  the  dangerous  expedient  of 
liaving  a  very  small  national  force.  France, 
whose  revenue  was  nearly  mortgaged  and 
dissi|)ated  by  the  revolution,  supported  an 
enormous  expend  for  years,  by  the  same 
rneans,  and  at  last  oxtinguished  a  large  part 
of  her  former  debt.  It  is  evident,  that  if 
JDngland  had  established,  and  rigidly  ap- 
plied, an  efficient  sinking-fund  from  the 
^rst  of  her  debt,  she  might,  notwithstand- 
ing her  long  and  ,  expensive  wars,  have 
bad  the  greatest  free  reyenae  in  Europe  j  be* 
aide,  an  immense  additional  capital,  em- 
ploved  In  the  national  industry.  It  now  re- 
jnamsto  be  seen  how  she  will  get  rid  of  a 
debt  the  greatest,  i  presunie,  that  any  na- 
tion ever  contracted,  and  of  >xhfch  it  is  pro- 
bable, almost  certain^  that '  she  must  be  tlis- 
burtliened,  or  that  the  state  must  fall. -^—^-^ 

CAMILLtrS. 


aUAILEK's    LETTER. 

Friend  Cobbett,? ^Thee  must  know, 

that  a  youth  of  thy  faith  cast  an  eye  of  aifec- 
tion  on  my  daughter  Dorcas,  and  that  she, 
forgetting  her  allegiance  to  onr  undeliled  re- 
ligion, consented  to  become  his  helpmate. 
Not  that  either  Doicas  or  I  have  had  any 
cause  of  complaint  against  him,  or,  that  1 
have  had  any  other  reason  to  regret  it.  ex- 
cept Uiat  he  was  educated  in  the  vanities  of 
this  world.    Their  daughter  Susannflh  has 
been  the  great  soother  of  my  declining  years: 
as  thou  niayst  \\*ell  suppose,  I  have  pften 
wished  to  rt^cal  her  to  our.  pure  farth,'  but 
when  I  begin  ro  exhort  her  to  abandon  her 
follies,  she  smiles,. and  i/  thou  hast  grand 
daughters  whom  thou  iovest,  who  iimile  in 
thy  lace  when    thou  altemptest  to   chide 
them,  tbou   wilt   know  that  the   spirit   is 
weak.     She  has  now  so  far  set  my  authority 
jit  nought,  that  when  she  is  not'  beguUing 
iny  time,  sjie  amuses  herself  even  in  my 
j)iescuce  as  ijie  test  Of  the  worldly  mjndfd. 
J5ut  a  little  while'bath  passed  away  shice  af- 
UT  die  had  with  lier  p/attle,  stojew  «omt  of 


my  houTK  from  more  serious  'rcftectioiw,  I 
sat  me  down  in  my  great  chair  to  read  tliy 
observations  on  these  sinful  times*,  and  sho 
took  a  profane  hock,  which  I  think  she  said 
was  the  history  of  a  man  of  the  name  of 
Tlioroas  Jones.  While  I  wiped  the  assist- 
ants of  mine  eyes,  that  I  might  mpre  dis- 
tinctly perceive  the  characters  in  which  thy 
meditations  are  clothed,  I  heard  her  reading 
in  a  low  voice  to  her  sister  in  the  farther 
corner  of  the  room,  but  nothing  of  what  she 
uttered  arrested  my  attention,  till  I  heard 
the  words,  "  and  he  was  the  terror  of  evil 
doers."  I  had  been  reading  thy  reproaches 
of  the  man  whom  James  Paull  and  thee  call 
Richard  Colley  Marquis  Wellesley,  and  of 
the  man  whom  thou  callest  General  Delan- 
cey,  when  those  soimds  struck  mine  ears.  I 
said  unto  Susamiah  does  Thomas  Jones  speak 
of  William  Cobbett  j  the  hussey  laughed  so 
irrex-erently  that  I  questioned  her  no  further 
on  the  subject.  Now,  whetlier  thee  be*est 
Thomas  Jones's  friend  of  whom  he  spoke  or 
not,  thee  knowest  best,  but  I  was  thence 
led  into  a  train  of  reflection  "upon  thy  con- 
duct, and,  as  I  see,  that  though  thee  wincest 
a  litde  under  ih6  admonitions  that  are  sent 
thee,  thee  wisely  -dost  not  cast  them  from 
thee,  1  resolved  af\er  serious  deliberation  tq 
fulfil  my  duty,  and  admonish  thee  of  the  er- 
ror of  the  course  which  thee  pursue&t.^— • 
Sinpers  are  strayed  sheep  whom  tlice  ought- 
est  to  lead  back  to  thfe  fold,  but  thee  waxest 
wrotW  against  them,  and  threshest  tliem  in 
thine  angelr :  consider  again  thy  own  words, 
and  say  thyself  if  they  are  the  words  of  bro- 
therly* love.  If  Richard  Colley  hath  done 
evil  in  the  east,  thee  shouldst  have  exhorted 
him  privately  to  have  returned  unto  the  cast, 
to  repair  the  evil  which  he  had  done.  Thee 
seest  that  when  thee  pouredsf  forth  thine 
anger  against  friend  Delancey,  it  produced 
no  effect,  but  that  when  the  brotherly  admo- 
nition of  the  man  whom  thee  callest  Lord 
Grenville,  whs  conveyed  to  him  in  private, 
he  immediately  yielded  up  the  subject  of 
thy  indignation.  "  The  wrathful  roan  stir» 
reth  up  strife,"  saith  the  wise  man ;  thee 
stirreth  up  strife  between  the  rofen  whom 
thee  callest  Grenvilles,  and  the  men  whom 
thee  callest  Whigs.  Thee  reproachest  the 
Grenvilles  with  not  forgetting  their  own  af- 
fairs, while  they  are  taking  care  of  thine  j 
dost  thee  not  know  that  the  labourer  is  wor- 
thy of  his  hire  5  and  that,  if  any  thing  more 
than  hire  is  "to  feive,  charity  beginneth  a^ 
home;  is  not  that  the  maxim  of  pnidence, 
and  didst  tliee  ex-er  know  a  i!nan  of  the  name 
who  was  not  prudent  ?  Thee  sayest  that  thee 
hatest  the  Whigs,  and  why  dost  thee  hate 
ihcnr,  because  they  are  not  like  upto  thee. 
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wcathfttltfid  fullof  itrife;  but  hmre  as  be-. 
/OMiielh  them  forbearance  and  long  suffer- 
ing.    I  fear  too,  friend  Cebbett,  that  thee 
art  one  of  the  worldly  minded  $  for^  instead 
of  exhorting  those  whom  thee  sajest  are 
evil  doers  for  the  good  of  their  souls,  thee 
talkest  of  the  misapplication  oi  thy  money  ) 
dost  thee  not  know  that  when  a  nian  taketh 
thy  coQt>  thee. ougb test  to  give  hira  thy  cloak 
also:    the  heathen  whom  thee  callest  the 
Nabob  ofOode,  is  by  thy  own  confession^ 
more  of  our  true'^ith  than  tl^ee  ary.  for 
thee  sayest  that  when  Richard  Colley  took 
ffiehalf  of  hisdomtntoiis  fron^  him,  he  gave 
him  the  other  half  also.  Thee  speakest  irre- 
Terently  of  those  who  are  set  in  authority 
over  thee^  because  they  will  not  employ  car- 
nal weapons  against  those  whom  thee  sayest , 
are  evil  doera ;  and^  because  they  will  not 
train  the   people   to  war>  denolation^   and 
bloodshed;  thee  knowest  them  not,  they 
are  the  children  of  meekness  and  peace  5 
when  thou>  supposest  that  they  are  in  con- 
sultation about  thy  bloody  schemes^  they 
are  studying  the  precepts  of  our  pure  faith 
in   the  Apology  of  friend  Barclay,  who, 
tboc^h  sorry  I  am  to  say^  that  his  kinsman 
so  iar  degenerated  as  to  be  seated  ix)  that 
worldly  conventicle  called  the  House    of 
Comnumsj  which  thee  hast  so  well  laboured 
to  prove  a  cpnvepticle  of  sinner,   is  the 
champion  of  our  true  faith.    The,  seest  that 
tbeydoMiot  prepare  war,  nor  wake  up  the 
mighty  men :  verily,  rhere  was  so^iething  in 
the  likeness  of  mep  of  war,  their  raipaenl 
W38  of  the  colour  of  the  woman  of  Babylon, 
their  anav  was  like  unto  the  array  of  battle, 
and  they  neld  the  weapons  of  death  in  their 
hands ;  fheir  garments  are  changed,  their 
9rray  hath  passed  away.      Arthur  Young 
has  piously  proposed  to  ^rm  the  lai>d  with 
sticks  and  with  pfayers,  and  the  time  is  near 
at  hand,  when  our  rulers  jike  unto  the  rulers 
of  other  nationsi  will  order  t^s  to  put  on  the 
true  armour  of  our  faith,  patience,  and  re- 
signation.    In  their  deliberations  on  the  re- 
lief of  the  Blackamoors,  I  saw  an  expression 
in  the  dia)pct  of  the  heathen,  which  as  thee 
mayst  well  suppose,  I  do  not  undorstapd, 
but  which  friend  Joseph   S]y,    wI^q    has 
pasted  spipe  of  his  precious  time  on  such 
vanities,  told  n^e  was,  **  let  ^h^t  is  right  bet 
done,  if  the  heavens  should- tumble  about 
our  ears.*-    Now,  surely,  even  thee  wilt  al- 
low, that  it  is  not  right  to  ^lay  our  fellow 
creatures,  nor  th^t  the  coming  of  the  Gen- 
tiles can  be  so  gr^  ^n  eyil  as  the  heavens, 
tumbling  about  our  cars;  yet  (hee  William 
Cobbett,  thee,  thee  and  spme  of  thy  bloody- 
minded  correspondents    are    labouring   to 
greet  their  ^val^  by  diivjng  lead  i^to  tl^ei^ 


bodies,  or  thrasting  iron  into  their  bowels, 
and  to  pfevent  the  uxuversal  reign  of  peace 
and  union  under  one  bead,  which  they  who 
are  set  in  authority  over  us  are  preparing.— 
1  had  proceeded  thus  far,  when   friend  Jo* 
seph  entered  my  habitation.     I  sbeWed  hint 
the  good  work  in  which  I  was  empk»yed  :  he 
said,  friend  Obadbh  thee  art  misiakeA ;  our 
rulers  have  adopted  one  of   ilie  strongest 
powers  of  re:>istance  in  nature*  the  vis  intr^ 
I'uB'y  I  see,  too,  that  friend  Cobbett  search - 
eth  iiDX  some  pitliy  sentence  With  which  to 
preface  his  lucnbrations ;  I  think  I  can  of- 
ten save  him  that  trouble ;  when  a  new  set 
of  rulers  come  into  power,  according  to  the 
stile  in  which  he  talks  of  them,  he  may  al* 
Ways  prefix,  "  in  nouaferl  Unimus  mutalas 
dicere  mentes ;*    and  when    he  aflerwards 
discusses  their  proceedings,  he  may  change 
mutatas  into  canoras,  and  mmtes  into  nugas. 
I^isked  friend  Joseph,  whether  the  vis  iner^ 
tias  was  made  of  timber,  or  the  tnenies  and 
nugas  were  wooden  horses,  as  friend  Perce- 
val had  given  thee  a  hint  not  to  meddle  with 
such  things ;  he  said  he  could  not  easily  ex- 
plain t<*  me  those  words,  but  that  friend  Per- 
ceval had  not  so  great  an  antipathy  to  those 
things  now,  as  he  had  at  that  time.     Friend 
Eeuben  Slack  had  followed  friend  Joseph, 
and  as  soon  as  he  learned  the  subject  of  our 
fonversation,  he  said,  friend  Obadi ah,  why 
dost  thte   trouble    thyself  about  William 
Cobbett;,  every  body  ki^ows  that  he  has  a 
o-ack  in  his  upper  apartments,    he  often 
writes  what  nobody  understands,  atid  often 
what  he  does  not  understand  himself  |  and 
he'brougbt  unto  me  a  book,  an  expounder 
of  hard  words,  called  a  dictionary,  in  which 
he  verily  shewed  me   many  words  which 
thee  often  makest  use  of,  such  as  Disinterest- 
edness, integrity.  Independence,  Public  Spi* 
rit,  &c.  &c.  which  were  marked  obsolete, 
and  were  not  now  understood,  and  others 
that  were  explained,  such  as 

Ability,  i.  e  1 .  To  comprehend  somewhat 
of  the  routipe  of  public  business.  2.  To 
know  how  to  keep  in  office. 

Talents  or  genius,  i.  e.  To  have  words 
ready  for  three  or  four  hours  without  stop- 
ping, the  more  sonorous  the  better. 

Manly,  i.  e.  To  make  barefaced  declara- 
'  tions  respecting  home  afFairs,  or  to  use  in- 
sulting expressions  towards  a  foreign  power 
when  you  know  that  you  have  a  majority  of 
ypur  auditors  on  your  side. 

Vigorous,  i.  e.  To  make  a  blustering 
speech  in  either  {louse  of  Pariianient,  but 
more  particularly  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
Eat  a  choice  dinner  and  go  to  sleep. 

Now,  could  any  man  whose  skull  if 
so^pd  be  perpetually  haof  mering  at  such  un- 
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mteiligible  jargon,  ok*  deny  that  ive  havfe 
dbility,  talents,  manliness,  and  vigour,  when 
it  1^  deal:  that  thfc  nation  dvel•flo^^s  with 
fhem.  Friend  Joset^h  said,  '*  friend  Reuben, 
camst  thee  guess  what  William  C6bbett  will 
izy,  I  think  I  can,  it  \v\]\  be  that  thee  ttiea- 
surest  things  by  the  Grenville  Nbometer 
which  he  asserts,  is  ndt  graduated  higher 
thJki  32  degrees ;  he  likewise  says,  that  ndt 
one  oh)y,  but  roo^t  of  our  patrician  families 
of  this  countly  have  taken  for  their  motto,* 
j)dterno  robore  tutus,  and  has  adrlsed  them 
t6  make  a  plebeiSm  addition  to  it,  and  after 
paiehio  to  place  et  sao.-^t  do  not  understand 
such  things,  fViend  Cobbett,  but  mayhap 
fliee  mayst ;  my  exhortation  to  thefe  M'as  in- 
tfended  tb  be  purely  ^iritual,  and  1  delibera- 
ted long  befotiB  I  would  transcribe  to  thee, 
awd  it  hath  cost  me  much  trouble  to  copy  so 
many  words  that  1  do  not  understand,  the 
jkidgmerit  cjf  the  sons  of  men,  whicli  friend 
Joseph  and  friend  Reuben  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  learning,  by  miiing  more  among  the 
fWofetie  than  1  do ;  but,  after  due  meditation, 
J  thotight  that  thefe  oughtest  to  know  the 
Opinion  of  the  children  of  this  worW,  as  it 
sometimes  has  more  weight  with  such  as 
ihte  than  that  of  the  children  of  light. — If  I 
ihould  sefe  that  this  admoriitjpp  shall  haVe  st 
jiroper  tfPect  upotl  thee,  I  shall  ppriiaps  trace 
^  exhbrtatlou  imon  paper  to  S.usanna,  to 
^deavour  to  recaJ  her ^6  ttie  rfght  pafh.--~ 
OuADiArt  Simple.— ^3finm^  Lancj^  1st 
Month,  iOtk  day. 


Fl^NDEO  pROPtXTY. 

Sir,—- Though  an  humble  aJmher  and 
i,  teader  of  yoUr  lucubrations,  long  bcfor« 
the  establishment  of  the  Political  Register, 
yet  I  feel  my  peh  very  inadequate  to  tres- 
pftSff  on  your  Itbetality,  by  attempting  to 
occupy  i  single  line  in  thfe  Register.  But 
being  of  that  class  of  persons  whose  little  all 
is  vested  in  the  Funds,  it  would  be  highly 
ifatifyhfig,  would  you  permit  me  to  express 
€he  extreme  ttoctsiness  that  many,  as  wdl  as 
I  feel,  at  your  animadrcrsions  on  that  species 
tipf^perty^  for  till  you  had  belter  inform- 
ed Me,  I  had  flattered  myself  rwith  a' belief 
my  children  ^ooH  not  be  paupers  afler  my 
decease)  but  I  entreat  you  will  council  me 
further  oti  this  subject,  foh:  I  literally  delt- 
heate  my  situation.  My  little  all,  as  I  said 
before,  was  vested  in  the  3  per  Cents  stock, 
on  my  marriage,  in  the  names  of  Trustees, 
for  the  benefit  of  ray  children,  nor  will  they 
Suffer  noe  to  remove  it.  The  sto4k,  when 
purchased,  was  g2  ^,  and  is  now  about  6l, 
so  that  a  third  of  the  capita!  sum  is  actaally 
lost  alf^dy.  But,  assuredly,  Mr.  Cobbett, 
the  tinaiKes  of  this  yet  happy  coixatry  arc  not 


P'ttnicd  Ptojkrt'y. — '^u^hti  in  the  present  Crisis.  It4S 

s6  (^aisled-,  a^  to  kidocd  dny  MiiiisCei'  6)  hmt 
recourse  fo  a  natiotial  bankmptcy.    i  woaid 
rather  hopd,  that  a  ministry  rtiay  be  fonaed 
H^'ho  shall  f)arsufe  the  line  of  ostonomy  yoo 
demonstt^jae,  atid  by  curtailing  pensions  add 
sinetures,  and  I'efreriching  eitoroitant  {>rdfa-» 
sion  in  (he  various  departroenls  of  the  state^ 
enable  ds  contidietitty  to  say,  we  Will  not  tttvd 
^e  law^  of  Etigland  changed.    Th«  Grea- 
tilfe  fkitiily  have  been  pointed  odt  in  the  Re«; 
gist^,  a^  teteiving  £55JOIOO  from  the  pub- 
he  pu^^-j-ra  addition  I  say,  pSace  thte  Board 
ef  Ordnriflcfe  under  the  controtd  of  the  Com- 
mander ill  Chi«f,  ahd  the  pablic  service  witt 
be  benefited,  and  many  hundreds  of  ibou^ 
dands  will  be  atmuaily  saved.    I  desire  it  tcf 
be  uudersfteod,  as  not  reflecting  in  ariy  de- 
gree on  th^  Master  .<^neral  of  the  Ordnance 
(whd  is  oifte  of  the  most  honorable  men  in 
his  profession),  or  atiy  dther  olflcer  in  tha^ 
department,  but  I  wish  x6  see  thedi,  in  the 
strictest  sense  of  the  word,  made  a  part  <tf 
the  army ;    at  present  they  have  interests 
differing  fh)m  the  line,  without  advantage 
to  tlic  service,  and  greatly  detrimental  to  the 
public  purse ;  for  I  contend  that  the  pouitrf 
ytird  of  every  Officer  of  the  Ordnance,  civil 
or  mlitary,     (particiiterly  the  Royal  Ed*- 
gineers),  all  ovet*  the  united  kingdom-^and 
the  islands  and  colonies  thereunto  belongings 
costs  the  public  ntore  than  does  the  ^arradc 
^tcommodatiot)  of  any  Field  Officer  of  the 
line,  in  any  part  of  his  Majesty's  extended 
dominions. — Why  sdth  distbctiofls  ShbuW 
exist,  linder  tlie  s&ine  master,  it  is  difficult 
to  ascertain,  but  it  is  evidei^t,  that  a  Master- 
General  Of  the  Ordnance  should  not  be  a 
member  df  (he  cabinet,  nor  shoiald  any  per* 
son,  ho^^ver  dignified  in  character^  have 
the  means  of  purchasing  bis  popularity  at 
the  expense  of  the  pbblic  purse.     Mr.  Pitt 
\Vas  allowed  to  be  the  most  profuse  man  that 
England  ever  saw,  for  it   was  he  who  in- 
undated the  country  with  Brigadier-Generals 
and  Inspectors  df  Vdnnteers,  an  expense 
the  country  has  happily  got  rid  of,  but  the 
Staff  of  the  Royal  Engineers,  which,  I  will 
ventbre  to  say,  h  a  ^111  more  useless  ex<« 
pense,  has  le&n  increased,  is  increasing,  tmd 
ougfit  io  be  diminib  /lerf.— *I  am, 

PHIL0**RfcOrtTER, 

London^  Sth  Novell er,  180©. 


THOUGHTS  ON  THB  PKRSKITT  CXISIS. 

Sir, — Amidst  the  everitftil  ocddrrene«^- 
whieh  astonish  atid'co^ound  the  bmnan 
faculties,  which  bafiliB  tlie  most  sagaciona 
conjecture,  and  whose  stupendou  reality 
even  outstrip  the  fictions  of  romancsa,  a  re- 
flecting mind  is  invduniarily  led  to  inquire 
into  thecauscs  of  these esUraordmury  cVeiHs, 
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The  first  qo^stiDii  which  obtnides  xXfteU  it, 
hy  wbflt  means  tb«  subjugation  of  £arDpe 
hm  b^^  accomplished  m  a  manner  so  6t- 
fecttftlly  prompt  sod  decisive? — ^Tosupcfr- 
ficial  observers,  i»ho  reason  from  prejudice, 
it  may  appear  thsit  Frendh  troops  exc^  their 
oppodems  ia  minrtTer^  bravery,  or  discipline. 
l^it  seenn  not  to  be  the  case,  art  least  if  vre 
may  credit  the  Ft^nch  accounts,  and  also  the 
aecoonls  said  t6  be  given  by  a  Russian  officer 
of  the  battle  of  Austcrliiz,  where  each  agree 
that  the  advantage  of  numbers  was  rather  on 
the  Me  of  th#  AiBes.    The  same  thing  like-i 
wise  holds  good  respecting  Prussia  at  the 
cMrnneocement    of  the  present  disastrous 
campaign ;  for^  previous  to  the  fmal  battle 
of  Auer^adt,    our  ears  were    ii^ssantly 
dtnifM  by  the  silly  vamitmgs  of  tj[ie  stiper- 
lative  appoint  men  t>  discipline,  and  bravery 
of  tte  Prussian .  tfoops»   who  were  repre- 
seofed  as  burning  with  impatieiit  attlotir  to 
avenge  the  cause  of  their  beloved  sovereign, 
and  chastise  the  aggression  of  usurping  ly- 
rmmy.— Admitting  this  to  be  the  case/  how 
are  we  to  acofoni  for  tht  afflicting  result  ? 
First  5  by  the  Wary  and  provident  policy  of 
Btxmapait^,  who  makes  talents  the  criterion 
of  doafidence,  who  wtsoily  adapts  his  means 
to  bit  cnds^  and  byproviding  aj^ainst  reverses, 
n3ver  trusts  to  the  chapter  of  aecidems,  bur, 
unbiassed  by  prejudice,  calculates  on  con- 
tingencies ;  and,  in  spite  of  opposition,  en- 
stir^  success.     Moreover,  he  attaches  to  his 
pi&n«>a  the  affection  of  the  people;  he  in- 
spires  them  with  enthusiasm  and  they  are 
deiroted  to  his  cause:   while,  on  the  con- 
tfary,  the  rigorous  repulsive  system  of  his 
adversaries  disgust  the  feelings  and  alienate 
the  slfif^ions  of  their  subjecu.    What  con- 
sUtutea  the  vital  essence  of  a  true  patriot  is 
to  them  unknown'^  having  no  interest  in  the 
prospertty  cf  their  country,  they  view  with 
iodifiR^ence  a  change  of  masters,  or  rather, 
they  cdnsidfer  any  change  as  adiance  of  a- 
naehdimettt) — ^heiice  an  inert  apathy  paralyseil 
tfaetr  eflbrts,  their  di?votion  is  jistless,  and 
thear  energies  supine.— Thus  circumstanced, 
need  we  wonder  at  the   feeble  ipststatice 
which  the  French  ilmiy  has  experienced; 
ttey  certainly  are  not  better  soldiers^  or  brater 
men  than  the  Austrians  or  PrussianB,  yet 
they  are  victorious,  and  the  reason  is  obvibus, 
hccmmbg  however  hateful  the  French  system 
maj  appear  to  English  eyes,  yet  it  is  the 
flcnie  of  periecttaa  in  ctmiparison  with  other 
aystema.-^These  are  facti  which  I  d&fy  the 
most  Venal  to  disprove,  and  my  fervent  ^ish 
ifSi  that  th^  nay  merit  consideratioD  frond 
ftkon  who  revel,  on  the  spoils  of  theit  coan* 
try,  and  who  have  the  shamrlefir  effrontery 
i»  require  ftom  mckmry  the  satrigcv  of  iAa 


comoipn  necessaries  of  !.v    <  -  -- ^  ♦  r 

prpfligatc  unprincipled  ex<i.>  .^  •  '     / 

they  be  duly   impressed  by  pa-  s, 

and  tak^  timely  etaropte  from  ur-    v     ..jl 
experience  of  others. — ^The  h*»gher  >    ,  rs,  • 
in  all  countries,  hsrx-e  everv  thing  to  <  read 
from  a  revc^fion,  their  an  being  at  sfakej 
whereas  the  liibouring  multitude  have  little' 
to  fear  from  arty  change :    as  society  cannot= 
long  exist  in  any  shape  without  latioor,  there- 
fore they  Iwve  within  themselves  a  never 
failing  resotnrce,  which,  even  tumult  afnd' 
anarchy  can  neither  annihilate  or  ^««J>en96^ 
with,  while,  on  the  contrary,  the  wec^hy* 
and  voluptuous  are  enervated  by  luxury,  a&d- 
rendered  incsrpable  of  useflil  exertion,  their 
existence  becomes  misci*abl^  to  theiftsehesi 
and  obnoxious  to  society.    To  dilate  on  thi^ 
.subject  would  be  an  insuH  to  plain  reason, 
as  the  present  forlorn  condition  of  those  im- 
forinnate  exiles  who  have  found  an  asyhim 
on  our  shares  stands  not  in  need  of  fimbet' 
illustration.  —  Indeed,  the  hhfory  of  the^ 
world  proves  thaft  ittankind  are  inihienced  by 
their  feelings;  that  they  are  not  insensible 
of  injuries,  or  ungrateful  for  benefits,  and, 
however  powerful  the  love  of  country  may 
operate  in  the  hummi  breast,  yet  this  neb!<^ 
principle  may  be' extinguished  by  coMlnned 
oppression  on  the  part  of  thdse  who  rule.— 
It  is  evident  that  degerteraty  and  infatuaficm 
have  accelerated  the  ruitt  of  iWe  i^atiobs^ 
where  corruption  or  injustice  prevail ;  there- 
fore, rn  such  cases,  it  is  alwurd  to  expect 
that  the  efforts  of  the  people  will  be  either' 
vigorous  or  sticcessful  in  tneir  coimiry's  de- 
fence.    Look  at  the  state  of  otir  feftile  and 
populous  possessions  in  India  3  contemplate 
the  irabecillity  of  Turkey  and  Spain;  view 
the  wretched  degraded    Portuguese,    uiio 
exist  by  sufferance,  and  who,  at  this  bdur, 
could  not  repel  an  army  of  lO,000  deter- 
mined invaders. — ^With  these  awful  exam* 
plesbefbreus,  when  the  virtue,  talents,  and 
energies  of  the  people  are  peculiarly  requi- 
site to  support  the  state,  it  cspectaily  beho^^ 
those  who  hmre  so  loudly  exchimed  aga'mst 
existing  abuses,  to  evince  a  disposition  for  a* 
practical  remedy,  and  unless- there  are  speedy 
indications  to  accomplish  this  desirable  end, 
it  b  useless  to  expect  a  zealous  co-operation' 
on  the  part  of  the  people     I  do  not  mean  to 
insinuate  that  the  pec^e  of  Efiglaild  are 
destrttite   of    patriotism,     far    otherwise  j 
I  niean  sidiply  to  declare,  that  the  public 
oonfidence  in  the  present  administration  is 
languid  arid  hyw:   because  their  actions*  do 
not  accord  with  their  former  professio^si 
sHid  whatever  parasitical  sycophants  may  say 
un  this  subject,  the  reflecting  part  of  the 
community  are  disgusted  wKh  the  low  de« 
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lusive  mummery  so  long  and  sp  artfully  prnc- 
tised;  they  are  not  to  be  duped  by  specious 
pretences  or  florid  barrangues  >  tjiey  are  too 
veil  convinced  of  the  fallacious  display  of 
oor  boasted  prosperity  j  the  onerous  opera- 
tion of  fiscal  exactions  spenk  in  a  language 
too  intelligible  to  be  niisandcrt»tood ;  they 
feel  the  grievous  weight  of  the  oppressive 
and  inquisitorial  income  tax;  scarcely  a 
neek  throughout  the  year  are  our  houses 
ejiempt  from  the  intruding  visits  of  parochial 
or  parliamentary  collectors  3  sesnes  and  taxes 
in  some  shape  or  other,  are  almost  daily 
extorted  from  us,  and  yet  with  all  this  we 
are  called  upon  to  make  farther  ^crfices  even 
to  the  privation  of  common  necessaries. — 
How  long  this  state  of  things  is  to  continue, 
I  pretend  not  to  determine;  one  thing  I  wili 
venture  toaver,  namely,  that  there  is  not  a 
rational  person  in  existence  who  entertains  a 
<]oabt  of  our  approximating  dissolution  if 
the  present  ruinous  system  is  blindly  and 
wilfully  continued.— Without  adverting  to 
distant  nations  or  times  of  yore,  I  earnestly 
beseech  the  attention  of  my  countrym^en  to 
passing  events ;  it  is  not  an  unreasonable  re- 
request,  and  ontbis  condition  alone  I  claim 
your  indulgence.— It  is  universally  agreed, 
that  our  situatiow  is  perilous,  and  tl>at  we 
have  a  formidable  enemy  to  contend  with, 
butthe^oaodeaofnesistance  are  hitherto  un-; 
certain  or  unde^edj  various  projects  are 
broached  yet  nothing  final  adopted:  but 
whate>er  may  be  the  determination,  ^*it%s 
the  hearts  of  the  ciinem  which  constitute 
the  principal  source  of  energy  to  the  state/*  • 
and  thi^  alone  must  be  our  rallying  point  in 
the  hour  of  danger.  Bbyonets  may  bristle 
Kke  rushes  on  the  river's  brink,  but  unless 
the  hearts  of  those  wh6  %ield  them  are  in 
unison  witli  the  cause  for  which  they  con- 
tend }  unless  there  is  some  object  to  stimu- 
late exertion  and  eueouT'age  their  hopes,  it 
is  useless  to  expect  a  favourable  i.«sue.— Al- 
though I  believe  every  human  bcii^  has  ia 
strong  predilection  implanted  by  nature  in 
favoqr  of  his  native  land  ;  yet,  the  mere  ac- 
cident of^btrth  on  this,  or  on  that  spot  of  the 
creation,  when  div^ted  of  those  blessings 
which  form  the  ineffable  endearments  of  st). 
cial  life,  will  not'  stimulate  them  to  make, 
efficient  sacrifices  in  defence  of  their  coua- 
try\  It  IS  the  reciprocity  of  interests  in  all 
classes;  a  self-evident  demonstration  of  rou- 
toal  advantages,  which  form  tb^  Amiable 
connection  of  the  social  tie,  and  generates  in 
the  soul  of  man  the  glowing  fervour  of  amor 
pairuB. — ^The  Spaniard,  and  Hindoo,  aiid ' 
Algerine,  are,  by  birth,  the  peculiar  sous  of 

''Mr.  Burke.    ' 


their  respective  soils  as  much  as  we  art;  but 
as  \hty  arc  destitute  of  tliosc  privileges  which 
dignify  human  .nature,  and  are  debarred  the 
natural  enjoyment  of  comijnon  rights ;  it  is 
a  matter  of  indifference  tp  them  who  rules, 
or  who  represepts  them.  Wretched,  in- 
deed", is  that  country,  where  the  numbing 
gripe  of  power  hath  rendered  the  condition 
of  the  multitude  disconsolate  and  forlorn  j 
where  every  ray  of  amelioration  is  extin- 
guished, and  every  avenue  to  redress  is  clos- 
ed :  change  alone,  in  such  circumstances, 
affords  the  only  ground  of  hope.  Misery 
will  leave  no  means  untried  to,  alleviate  its 
poignancy ;  and  misery  invariably  produces 
the  same  result,  whether  in  the  slave  that 
tugs'  at  the  oar,  or  the  s(juaiid  shade  that 
pines  in  d  garret.— Placemen  and  their  adhe- 
rents who  wish  fo  suppress  facts,  g^vely 
ask,  •'  what  can  we  do  at  thi^  juncture  ?" 
My  answer  is  simple : .  correct  abuses,  re- 
form your  representation,  retrench  your  ex- 
penses, practice  economy,  and  thereby  les- 
sen the  oppressive  weight  of  tjxes.— The^ 
objects  call  aloud  for  immediate  adoption ; 
the  remedy  is  safe,  your  meinsare  ample,  if 
you  have  sufficient  honesty  for  lhe?r  ti^nely 
application ;  shew  tlie  people  the  sincerity 
of  your  motives,  and  they  ^yill  cheerfully  se- 
cond your  views;  give; them  an  interest  in 
your  procee^thgs,  and  they  will  not  make  an 
ungrateful  return;.  Jet  your  own  example 
prove,  that  the  prosperity  of  your  native  *' 
land  is  the  dearest  object  of  your  care,  and 
that  you  will  be  the  first  to  risk  your  exis- 
tence and  property  in  the  common  cause. 
This  is  a.duty  you  owe  to  the  public ;  the., 
public  expect  it ;  the  times  exact  it,  for  a 
crisis  is  fast  approaching;  the  fate  of  Bri* 
taiu,  at  this  moment,  depends  on  reform, 
peace,  and  economy- — ^Yours,  '&c, 

Dec.  14,  ISO6,  '  CAUBRXCUS. 

FOREIGN  OFFICIAL  PAPER, 

American    States Presidents    Mes" 

sage^  delivered  to  loth  Houses  of  Cofigress- 
at  the  opentjig  of  the  Session,  at  the  City^ 
oflf^asjiingion,  on  the  2d  of  Dec.  I80C. — 
To  Ihe  Senate  and  House  oj  Representa*^ 
tives  of  the  U7iited  States  of  America,  in 
Congress  assembled, 

Itwould'have  given  me,  fellow-citiicnij 
great ,  satisfaction  to  announce,  in  the  mo- 
ment of  your  meeting,  that  the  difficulties 
in  our  foreign  relations,  existing  at  the  time 
of  our  last  separation,  had, been  amicably  and' 
justly. terminated.  I  lost-iM)  time  in  taking 
those  measures  which  were  most  likely  ta 
bring  them  to  such  a  temnnationi  by  sp^ai 
missions,  charged  with  such  powers  and  tn^ 
structions,  as^^  in  th^  eyent  of  |ailure«  could 
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We  no  imputation  on  either  our  modera- 
tion or  forbearancxT.    The  delays  which  have 
since  taken  place  in  our  negociations  with 
the  Bntish  gorcniroent,  appear  to  have  pro- 
ceeded from  cao&et  which  do  not  forbid  the 
expectation  that,  during  the  course  of  the 
session,  I  may.be  enabled  to  lay  before  yoti 
their  final  issue.     What  will  be  that  of  the 
negociations  for^ttUng  our  differences  with 
Spain,  nothing  jwhich  has  taken  place,  at  tlie 
date  of  the  last  dispatches,  enables  us  to  pro- 
nonnce.    On  the  Western  side  of  the  Mis- 
lissippi,  she  advanced  in  considerable  force, 
and  took  pc>st  at  the  settlement  of  Bayon 
Rerre,  on  the  Red  River.    This  village  was 
originally  tettled  by  France,  was  held  by  her 
as  iong  as  she  held  I»aisiana,  and  was  deli- 
vered to  Spain  only  as  a  part  of  Louisiana. 
Beii^  small*  insulated,  and  distant,  it  was 
not  observed  at  >t  he  moment  of  re-dfcli  very  to 
France  and  the  United  States,  tJKit  she  con- 
tinned  a  guard  of  half  a  do2en  men,  which 
bad  been  stationed  there.     A  propo.'^ition, 
however,  having  been  kt«ly  made  by  our 
commander  ta  chief  to  assume  the  Sabine 
River  as  a  temporary  line  of  separation  be- 
tween the  troops  of  tlie  two  nations,  until 
the  issue  of  our  negociations  shall  be  known, 
this  had  been  i;eferred  by  the  Spanish  Com- 
maodant  to  his  superior,  and  in  the  mean 
time  be  has  withdrawn  his  force  to  the  Wes- 
tern side  of  the  Sabine  River.    The  cotres^ 
pondence  oo  this  subjecty  now  communi- 
cated, will  exhibit,  more  particularly,  the 
present  state  of  things  in  "that  quarter. — The 
nature  of  that  country  r«?quire»  indrspensibly 
that  an  unusonl  proportion  of  the  force  em- 
ployed there  Rhoii)d  be  cavalry,  or  mounted 
mlanlry.     In  order,  .therefore,  that  tjie  com- 
manding officer  might  be  enabled  to  fict  with 
effect,  1  had   authorised  him  to  call  on  the 
Gorernors  of  Orleans  and  Mississippi,  for  a 
corps  of  five  hundretl  volunteer  cavalry.  The 
temporary  arrangements  he  has  prrvposed, 
may  perhaps  render  this  unn^essary.     Biit 
1  inform  you,  with  great  pleasure,  of  the 
prooaptitude  with  which  the  inhabitants  of 
those  territories  have  tendered  their  services 
in  defence  of  their  country.     It  has  done  ho- 
nour to  themselves,  entitled  them  to  the  con- 
fidence of  their  fellow  citizens  in  every  part 
of  the  union^  and  mu3t  strengthen  the  gene- 
ral determination  to  protect  them  efficacious- 
ly, under  all  circumstances  which  may  oc- 
cur.   Having  receiv^dl  infofmation,  that  in 
soother  part  of  the  United  States,  a  great 
Duinber  of  private  individuals  were  combi- 
ning together,  arming  and  organising  them- 
*^es,  contrary  to  law,  to  carry  on  a  militar}' 
<^peditioa  against  the  territbries  of  Spain,  I 
tbou^it  it  nec^st^iy,  by  proclamatiou^  as  ^^ell 
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as  by  special  orders,  to  take  mieasures  for  pre- 
venting and  suppressing  this  enterprise,  tor 
seizing  the  vessels,  arms,  and  other  meam 
provided  for  it.  and  for  arresting  and  bring- 
ing to  justice,  the  authors  and  abettors.  It 
was  due  to  that  good  faith  which  ought  ever 
to  be  the  rule  of  actbn  in  public,  as  well  a« 
in  private  transactions;  it  was  due  to  good 
order,  and  regular  government,  that  while 
the  public  force  was  acting  strictly  on  the  d  - 
fensive,  and  merely  ta  protect  our  citizens 
from  aggression,  the  criminal  attempts  of 
private  individuals,  to  decide  for  their  coun* 
try  the  question  of  peace  or  war,  by  com- 
mencing active  and  unauthorised  hostilities, 
should  be  promptly  and  efficaciously  sup- 
pressed. Whether  it  will  be  necessary  to 
enlarge  our  regular  force,  will  depend  on 
the  result  of  our  negociations  with  Spain- 
But  as  it  is  uncertain  when  that  result  will 
be  known,  the  provisional  measures  requisite 
for  that,  and  to  meet  ^ny  pressure  interven- 
ing to  that  quarter,  v.ill  t^  a  subject  for  yoitt 
early  considertttion.  Tlie  possession  of  both 
banks  of  the  Mississinpt,  reducing  to  asingib 
point  the  defence  or  that  river,  its  waters, 
and  the  country  adjacent,  it  becomes  higldy 
neces«?ary  to  provide  for  that  point  a  more 
adequate  security.  Some  position  above  it« 
mouth,  commanding  the  passage  of  the  ri- 
ver, should  be  reiwiered  sufficiently  strong 
to  cover  the  armed  vessels  which  may  be 
stationed  there  for  defence;  and,  in  conjunr- 
tion  with  them,  to  present  an  insuperable 
obstacle  ro  any  force  attempting  to  pass.  The 
approaches  to  the^ty  of  N^w  Orleans,  from 
the  eastern  qti^irrer  also,  will  require  to  be 
examined,  and  more  eflectunlly  gxiarded.  For 
the  internal  support  of  the  country,  the  eti- 
couragement  of  a  strong  settlement  on  the 
western  side  of  the  Mississip]>i,  within  reach  ' 
of  New  Oleans,  wHl  be  woriliy  the  consi- 
deration of  the  legislature,  llie  gun  boatil, 
authorised  by  an  act  of  the  last  session,  arc 
so  advanced,  that  they  will  be  ready  for  scr- 
Tice  in  the  ensuing  spring.  CircumstanotH 
|>ermitted  us  to  allow  the  time  necessary  fbr 
their  more  solid  construction  As  a  much 
larger  number  will  still  be  wanting  to  place 
our  sea  port  towns  an«i  waters  in  that  state  of 
defence  to  which  we  are  Competent,  and 
they  entitled,  a  similar  appropriation,  for  a 
further  provision  of  them  h  recommended 
for  the  ensuing  year.  A  further  appropria- 
tion will  also  be  necessary  for  repairing  foi'- 
tifications  already  estabKshed,  and'theerec- 
.tion  of  si!ch  other  wo»-ks  as  may  have  rej*l 
effect  in  obstructing  the  approach  of  an  ene- 
my to  our  sea  port  towrrs,  or  their  fema'nii>g 
before  them.  In  a  country  whose  constitu- 
tion ii)  derived  i'roal  the  will  of  the  p:<*^l<^. 
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.^ectly  cxpx?sscd  by  tbcir  free   yaifrages, 
.V'here  tlic  principal  excauive  fuii/rtiouaries, 
.and"  tliose  of  tlic  Icgislatiirje,  areieDe>f'ed  by 
"theoi  at   sliort   periods,  where,   under  the 
xharacter  of  jiiroi^s,  lh«y  ifxercise  in  person 
.  the  greatest  portign  of  tl^e  judiciary  powiers, 
;^'l^cre  the  law*  are  cot^equenlJ)'  so  foriDe/i 
.and    administered  as  to    bear  \>ith    eqvial 
."w-eiglu  and  favour  on  qll,  restrainipg  up 
jiian  in  the  pursuits  <?f  bonoit  induct ry^  and 
aeqirii^g  to  every  one  the  property  which 
that  acqiiires,  it  .would  pot  suppose  that  gay 
jafeguard^  could  be  needed  against  insurr^c- 
jtion  or  enterprize,  on  the  public  peace  or 
authority.    The  laws,  however,  aware  that 
'the^e  should  not  be  trusted  to  moral  re- 
.^raiuts  only,  have  wisely  provided  pvjui'ih- 
4Pents  for  these  crime*,  when  com  milted. 
But  would  it  Jiot  be  salutary  to  give  aUo  tlifi 
means  of  preventing    tlieir    commission  ? 
Where  an  enterprize  is  meditated  by  private 
individuals  against  a  foreign  nation,  in  amity 
,^ith  the  United  States,  powers  of  preven- 
tion, to  a  certain  extent,  ave  given  by  the 
4a,ws.    Would  they  not  be  as  reasonable  and 
useful,  where  the  enterprij^   preparing  i« 
-agaiiist  the  United  States  ?  While  adverting 
40  this  branch  of  law,  it  is  proper  to  observe, 
tlut  in  enterprizes  meditated  againnt  foreign 
ji^tioas,  the  ordinary  pi  ocess  of  binding  10 
the  observance  of  the  peace  and  good  belm- 
yiour,  could  it  be  extended  to  acts  to  be  d<nie 
jaut  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
^puld  be  eifectual  in  some  casos  where  the 
.^^nder  is  able  to  keep  out  of  sight  es^ry 
Indication  of  Jils  purpose  which  couUi  draw 
on  hitn  th^  exercise  of  the  powers  now  given 
jby  law. — ^The  states  on  the  coast  of  Barbary 
#eem  generally  disposed  at  present  to  respect 
peace  and  friendship.   -With  Tunis  alone 
^pie  uncertainty  remains.    Persuaded  that 
it  is  pur  interest  to  niaintain  our  peace  with 
tbero  on  equal  terms,  pr  not  at  all,  I  prpposp 
to  send,  in  due  time,  9  reinforcenaent  to  the 
Jleditprranean^  pnless  previous  infonjiation 
ahall  shew  it  to  be  unnecessary. — ^We  ponti- 
nue  to  receive  proofs  of  the  growing  attach- 
ixien^  of  oax  Indian  neighbours,  and  of  their 
dispo^iition  to  place  ^11  their  interests  under 
ib^  p^tonage  of  tl^  United  States.    Thesp 
.dispositions  are  in^ired  by  their  confidence 
^1  opr  jpati^;  and  in  the  sincere  concern  we 
feel  fpr  their  w^lfore.     And  as  long  as  we 
4isch8Fg:e  th^Pie  high  and  honourable  func- 
iiiopf  with  the  integrity  and  gpqd  fyi^  which 
$dane  <:^  f^ntitle  lis  to  their  conMnuance,  we 
m$y  ^icpept  tp  peap  th«  just  veward  qf  their 
.pe^i^e  ^Oid  frien^sbip.— Th^  exp^itiop  of 
Messrs.  li^wis  a^d  Clarke  for  exploring  th^ 
xijrerMJsaojjri,  %nd  tb^best  cpw^c^nicatiop 
Cr^m  thai  tp  tfeAftsMic  pc?;|;i,  b^  ^.a4  ^i 


tl;£  success  which  cpuld  hfHXJ  been  €3f  pgcted. 
They  have  traced  the  Mi.ssoiiri  nparliy  to  i^s 
source,  descended  the  Colnnabia  lijothe  Pwfic 
Ocean  5  jjscertained  with  accuracy  thje  g^p^ 
graphy  pf  that  inierestmg  coipipunicalipa 
across  our  Cgntiijent  ^  learped  thp  ch^act^r 
of  the  country,  of  its  coninaerce  and  inhabi- 
tants:   and  it  is  bi^t  justice  to  say,    th9t 
Messrs.  Lewis  and  Clarke,  aud  tbeir  br^we 
companions,  have,  by  this  ardupus  service, 
Reserved  well  of  their  country.— ~The  al^ 
tempt  to  explore  the  lied  E^iver,.  uncf^r  fhfi 
directlwa  of  i^r.  Freeman,  tlxough  cpnducltftpl 
witli  a  zeal  and  prucJejKe  meriting 'eotiria 
approbation,  has  uot  beej)  equally  suc.cci^ifHJ. 
A<t<ir  proceeding  up  jt  aly>ut  §ix  biWJdr/ed 
,miles,  nearly  as  f^r  ^  tjie  F^nch  se^tlpnjtol? 
had  ext^nc^i,  while  the  qc^Qtry  wa$.i]i(heir 
possession,  pur  geograpbcfs  wcrp  oblig^  Ap 
■return,  without  completing  their  wqrHl-. ., .. 
Very  useful  additions  have  gl§obe^|>'i8iad^  tp 
our  iLuowlpdgeof  the  Ttfi.<>}»issjppi,  fey  liftgt. 
Pike,  who  hj)£  asccn4f*cl  it  to  its  sqi^rce,  apji 
whose  journal  and  n>4p,  giving  the  details  af 
bis  journey,  will  shortly  be  rfiatjy  fw  cpnx.- 
qiupication  to  both  Houses   pif  Qongre^. 
TJipse  of  Messrs.  Lpvvis,  jClarfae,  ^(\d  pree- 
Ri^n,  will  require  further  timp  to  be  digested 
^i)d  prepared.    Xliese  ijupt^rtant  survpys,  in 
Edition  to  thpse  bei<)re  pos^as$ed,  furnish 
UJaterifils  for  copirneiqcing  fjn  flQC^rat^  JSwp 
of  the  Mississippi  and  its  wQsti^rQ  Waters. 
Some  principal  rivers,  however,  rew^in  stijl 
to  be  explorpd,  towards  ;^hich  iiip  autborisa.- 
tion  of  Congress,'by  nva^fcratip  appropriatioqp 
will  be  requisite  — 1  congratulate  you  fellow 
citizens,  on   tlie  approach  ^.f  tUe  period  at 
which  you  inay  intcrpase  your    $t|thorit)r 
constitutionally,  to  wiUi.draw  the  Citizei^  of 
the  United  States  fron^  all  further  particq^ar 
tion  in  tho^  violations  of  hunjay  figjits, 
which  have  been  so  long  sinpe  .contiuue^  ob 
the  unoffending  inhabitants  of  Africa,  9Qsi 
which  the  ogiQi^ity,  tjtie  reputaition,  an4  Ali^ 
best  interests  of  our  couutiy ,  have  Jong  beea' 
eager  to  proscribe.    Altbougb  no  Jaw  yoii 
imay  pass  ean  take  prphibitpry  .eSept  tiU  tbfT 
^fst^ay  irfthe  year  1803,  yet  thp  intervening 
period  is  not  too  long  to  prevent,  by  timoJjr 
notice,  the  expeditions  which  cannot   bi^ 
completed  befor^  that  day.— The  receipts  of 
the  Treasury,  durrng  the  year  ending  on  th^ 
30th  day  of  September  last,  have  amounted 
to  near  fifteen  diillions  of  dollars;  whicb 
have  enabled  ns,  alter  meeting  the  curxeni 
deouiiids^  to  p9y  two  millions  seven  hundr^ 
thouaanddollars  of  the  American  claims,  Im 
part  of  the  tM^ice  of  Lpi^isiapa  -,  to  pay,  of  the 
funded  debt,  upwarcU  of  tbi^  millions  of 
principal,  and  nearly  four  of  interest  ^  and  in 
^^^dition^  tp  rei9it>ur9e,;ii)  ihiefQurse  pf  tht 
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present  month,  near  Iwo  miiltoni  of  iive  and 
a  half  per  cent,  stock.    These  payolents  and 
Feimburseroents  of  the   funded  debt*  with 
tJKis«  which  had  been  made  in  the  four  years 
and  a  half* preceding,  will  at  the  doae  oc  tho 
pr«ent  year,  have  ejt^ngaisb^  upwards  of 
twenty  three  million*  of  principal.— The 
dttties  composing  the  Med>terrane;^i  fiond 
will  cease,  by  law,  at  the  end  of  the  pr<?«ent 
session.     Ccmsidering,    however,  that  they 
are  levied  chio^yon  luxuries,  and  that  we 
kafe  an  impost  on  salt,  a  necessary  of  life, 
thefreiuBe  of  which  otherwise,  is  so  im- 
portant,.! recommend  to  yc*ir  consideratioq 
^  suppression  of  the  duties  on  salt,  and  the 
continuation   of  the  Mediterranean  fund; 
in^ead    thereof,    for  a   short  time;    after 
whid),  that  also  will  become  unneoessary 
for  any  purpose  now  withip  eontefoplation. 
— Wheu  both  of  these  brandws  of  revenue 
shall,  in  this  w^y,  be  relinquished,  tb&o  will 
still,  *ere  long  be  an  accumulation  of  mcoies 
io  the  treasuiy,  b^ond  the  instalrdent  of 
pubric  debt,  which  we  are  permitted  by  con^ 
tract  to  pay.    Thpy  cal>not,  th^n^  without  a 
modification  as6eQt'e<i  to  b>'  the  public  cti^« 
tors,  be  applied  to  the  extteguiirhmettf  o(A\n^ 
debt,  and  the  complete  liberation  of  oorrtt- 
venues,  the  naost  desirable  of  all  objects. 
Kor,  if  our  peace  cootinuei,  will  Ih^^  be 
i^-antiog  for  any  other  existing  purpose.  The 
<^ues\'ioii^  therefcM-e,  no^  comes  forwar<^,  to 
whit  other  otTJect  sh^ll  these  ^utplutnes  be 
appropriated^  and  the  whole  surplus  of  iro- 
DOst,  after  the  eiftire  discharge  o(  the  publie 
oebt,  and  during  these  intervals  when   the 
purposes  of  war  shall  not  call  for  them  ^  Shall 
xre  suppress  the  impost,  and  give  that  advan- 
tage to  foreign  over  domestic  manufactures  ? 
On  a  few  articles  of  more  general  and  ne- 
cessary use,  the  suppression,  in  due  season, 
^1  doubtless  be  ri^ht ;  but  the  great  mass 
of  the  articles  on  which  impost  is  paid,  are 
foieigo  luKuries,  purchased  by  those  only 
who  are  rich  enoqgh  to  afibrd  themselves  the 
use  of  thero.    Tl^ir  patriotism  would  cer- 
tainly prefer  its  continuance,  and  application 
to  the  great  purposes  of  the  public  education, 
roa&,  riixers,  oanals,  and  sncb  other  objects 
of  public  improvement,  as  it  maybe  tliouglit 
proper  to  add  to  the  constitutional  enumera- 
tion of  federal  powers.    By  these  operations 
new  channels   of  communication  will  be 
opened  betH'een  the  states ;  the  lines  of  se- 
Ddratidn  will  disappear,  thbir  interests  will 
be  identi6ed^  and  th'err  union  cemented  by 
new  and  indissc^ible    ties.     Education    is 
here  placed  amopg  the  articles  of  public  care, 
not: that  it  would  be  proposed  to  take  its  or- 
dinary branches  out  of  the  hands  of  private 
^nterprise^  which  mannges   so   mncb  bci'cr 
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all  the  cenc^ms  to  w|iboh  it  is  equsl :  iM  9 
public  iastituiion  can  abne  supply  those 
sciexkces,  which,  though  rarely  caU^d  for^ 
are  yet  necessary  to  coinpkte  the  circle,  all 
the  parts  of  wl^ich  cantrihute  to  tju»  impro«rc-» 
ment  of  the  coun6.ry,  and  some  of  them  tQ 
its  preaematioM,  The  subject  is  now  pr9r 
posed  ^r  the  considera^on  ufCoegcesa,  ber 
cause,  if  approved,  by  the  time  the  state  of 
legislatures  shall  have  deliberated  on  thi< 
extension  x>f  the  federal  trusts,  and  the  Lm 
shall  have  passed,  and  othef  arcaagem^nly 
made  for  their  execntionythfi  necessary  lufida 
ivill  be  on  han^,  and  without  employmeut* 
I  supposean  .ameudmeut  of  the  coastitutioaa 
by  consent  of  the  states,  necessary :  boCAUS^ 
the  tobjects  now  recommendtd  are  pof 
amoD^  those  enumerated  in  the  C4>nstiinliQn, 
and  to  which  it  permits  the  public  monWs  ^ 
be  applied.''^ The  present  consideration  of  ^ 
national  ^tablishment  for  education,  pa4:t;- 
culady,.  i^  cendered  proper  by  this  circum* 
stance  also,  that  if  Congress,  approving  the 
proposition,  sliall  yt;t  think  it  more  eligible 
to  found  it  on  a  donation  of  lands,  they  have 
k  m>w  intheir  power  to  endow  it  with  those 
wl>ich  will  be  among  tLe  earliest  te  produce 
the  necessary  income.  This  foundation 
would  have  the  advantage  of  being  indepen- 
dent on  war,  which  may  saspend  otjier 
improvements^  by  reouiring  for  its  own 
purposes,  tlie  resources  destined  for  them.-— 
This,  teliow  -citizens,  is  the  state  of  the  pub. 
lie  interests  at  the  present  moment,  and  ac*. 
cording  to  the  infurmation  now  possessed. 
But  such  is  the  situation  of  tlie  nations  of 
Europe,  and  such,  too,  the  predicament  irf 
which  we  stand  with  some  of  them,  that  we 
cannot  r(?ly,  with  certainty  on  the  present 
aspect  of  our  atfairs^  that  they  may  change 
from  momisnt  to  moment,  during  the  course 
of  your  session,  or  after  you  shall  have  sepa- 
rated. Our  duty  is,  therefore,  to  act  upon 
the  things  as  they  are,  and  to  make  a  reason-. 
able  provision  for  whatever  they  may  be. 
Were  armies  to  be  raised  whenever  a  speck 
of  war  is  visible  in  our  horizon,  we  never 
should  have  been  without  them.  Our  re- 
sources would  have  been  exhausted  on  dan-, 
gers  which  have  never  happened,  instead  of 
being  reserved  for  what  is  really  to  take 
place.  A  steady,  perhaps  a  quickened  pace 
in  preparations  for  the  defence  of  our  sea 
port  towns  and  waters^  an  early  settlement 
of  the  most  exposed  and  vulnerable  parts  of 
the  country,  a  mililia  so  organized,  that  its 
effective  portions  can  be  called  to  any  point 
in  the  Union,  or  volunteers  instead  of  them» 
to  serve  a  surticii.^nt  time,  ai^  means  which 
may  always  be  re.idy,  yv»t  never  preyiug  upon 
our  resources,  until  actually  called  into  !ivt>. 
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Thfeywill  maintain  the  public  interests  while 
a  more  permanent  force  sb«ill  be  in  a  course 
t)f  preparation.  But  much  will  depend  on 
the  promptitudo  with  which  these  means 
can  be  brought  into  actirity.  If  war  be 
forced  upon  us,  in  spite  of  eur  long  and  vain 
appeals  to  the  justice  of  nations,  jrapid  and 
vigorous  movements,  in  its  outset,  will  go 
far  towards  securing  tis  in  its  course  and  is- 
sue, and  towards  throwing  its  burdens  on 
those  wlio  render  necessary  the  resort  from 
reason  to  force. — ^I'he  result  of  our  ncgocia- 
tions,  or  such  incidents  in  their  course,  as 
may  enable  us  to  infer  their  probable  issue  j 
sucii  further  movements  also  on  our  western 
frontier,  as  may  shew  whether  war  is  to  be 
,  pressed  there,  while  negociation  is  protract- 
ed elsewhere,  .shall  be  communicated  to  you 
from  time  to  time,  as  they  become  known 
to  me;  with  whatever  other  information  I 
possess,  or  may  receive,  which  may  ^id  your 
deliberations  on  the  great  national  interests 
committed  to  yoi^r  charge. 

DOMESTIC  OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
Ambrican  Trjsaty*— — Letter  transmitted 

from  Lord  Hou/ick  to  Philip  Sanwm,  Esq. 
.    Chairman  of  the  Committee  qf  American 

Merchants^  and  by  him  sent  to  LWyd^s^ 

and  the  American  Cojee-Itfiuses  S)  doited 

rDowning'Stieei,  Jan.  l<9  I  SO  J, 

Sir  ,•-— I  hav«  the  honour  of  acquainting 
you,  for  the  information  of  th^  merchant^ 
concerned  in  the  tra^e  with  America,  that 
the  treaty  of  amity,  navigation,  and  com- 
merce, between  his  Majesty  and  the  United 
States,  was  yesterday  signed  by  the  commis- 
sioners respectively  appointed  for  the  pur- 
pose by  the  two  governments.  The  treaty 
will  be  immediately  transmitted  to  America; 
but,  until  the  ratifications  on  both  sides  shall 
have  been  exchanged,   it  cannot  be  made 

public. 1  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. — 

HowicK. 

Neutral  Nations. Order  of  Council 

relative  to  the  Commerce  of  Neutral  N^a- 
tio^s,  with  I  he  Forts  of  France, 

At  the  Court  at  the  Queen's  Palace,  the 
7th  of  January,  1807;  Present,  the  King's 
Most  Excellent  Majesty  in  Council :— — 
Whereas  the  French  gover'^ment  has  issued 
certain  orders,  which,  in  violation  of  the 
ussiges  of  war,  purport  to  prohibit  the  com- 
merce of  all  neutral  nations  with  his  Majes- 
ty's dominions;  and  lUso  to  prevent  such 
•  nations  from  trading  with  any  othei  coun- 
tiy,  in  any  articles  the  growth,  produce,  qr 
manufacture   of   his  Majesty's  dominions; 


and  whereas  the  said  eovemments  has  als& 
taken  upon  itself  ill  his  Majesty's 

dominions  to  be  :  blockade,  at  a 

time  when  the  fl  ce  and  her  allies 

are  themselves  connnea  within  •  their  own 
ports,  by  the  superior  valour  and  discipline  of 
the  British  navy ;  and  whereas  such  attempts 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  would  give  to  hit 
Majesty  an  unquestionable  right  of  retalia- 
tion, and  would  warrant  his  Majesty  in  en- 
forcing the  same  prohibition  of  all  commerce 
with  France,  which  that  power  vainly  hopes 
to  effect  against  Uic  commerce  of  his  Majes- 
ty's subjects,  a  prohibition  which  the  supe- 
riority ot  his  Majesty's  naval  forces  might 
enable  him  to  support,  by  actually  investing 
the  ports  and  coasts  of  the  enemy,  with  nu- 
merous squadrons  and  cruisers,  so  as  to  make 
the  entrance  or  approach  thereto  manifestly 
dangerous ;  and  whereas  his  Majesty,  though 
uawiUing  to  follow  Ihe:  examples  of  his  ene- 
mies,  by  proceeding  to  an  extremity  so  difr* 
tressing  to  all  nations  not  engaged  in.  the 
war,  and  carrying  on  their  accustooofed  trade, 
yetfeols  himself  bound,  by  a  due  regard  to 
the^t  defence  of  the  rights  and  interests  of 
iaa  peopjey  not  to  buffer  such  measures  to  be 
taken  by  tlie  enemy,  witlH>ut  taking  some 
steps,  on,  his  part,  to  restrain  thia  violence, 
and  to  retort  upon  them  the  evils  bf  their 
own  in^uslice ;  his  Majesty  is  thereupon 
pleased,%  and  with  tlie  advice  of  his  privy 
council,  to  order,  and  .it  is  hereby  ordered, 
that  no  ves^l  shall  be  permitted  to  trade 
from  onepifft  to:  another,  both  whidi  ports 
shall  belong  to,  or  be  in  the  possession  of, 
France  or  h^  allies,  or  shall  l>e  86  far  under 
their  cantroul,  ns  that  British  vessels  may 
not  freely  trade  thereat;  and  the  command* 
crs  of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war  and  priva- 
teers shall  be,  and  are  hereby  instructed,  to 
warn  every  neutral  vessel  ctHning  from  any 
such  port,  and  destined  fo  another  such  port 
to  discontinue  hervoyage,  and  not  to  proceed 
to  any  such  port ;  and  any  vessel,  alter  be- 
ing so  warned,  or  any  vessel  coming  from 
any  such  port,  after  a  reasonable  time  shaU 
have  been  afforded  for  receiving  informatiun 
of  this  his  Majesty's  order,  which  shall  be 
found  proceeding  to  another  such  port,  shall 
be  captured  and  brought  in,  and,  together 
with  her  cargo,  shall  be  condemned  as  lawful 
prize.  And  his  Majesty's  principal  secreta- 
ries of  stale,  the  lords  commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  the  judges  of  the  High  Court 
of  Admiralty,  and  Courts  of  Vicse-Admiralty 
are  to  lake  the  necessary  measures  herein  as 
to  ^bem  shall  respectively  appertain. 

W.  Fawke^er. 
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gives  power,  and  power  gives  security ;  but,  this   is  only 


}m 


because  there  is 

vrhich"  secures  the  wealth  T  and,  as  there  is  no  such  power  to  superintend  thi« 

lation  is  no  m^Tc  secure  than  the  poor  nation ;  nty,  it  is  much   lev-s.  secure, 

milar  to  tiiut,  in  v^-hich  a  rich  man  would  be  without  the  protection  of  the 

plunderer  the  suongest  of  icmpcationt  with  the  weakest  of  obst»d.t."— ^ 
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• "  richer  and  weaker,  which  augments  the 
"  opulence  of  his  people,  and  makes  tbein 
"  hiirmless,  which  preaerves  their  trade,  but 
"  stunts  the  growth  of  their  na\y,  is  of  ail 
'•  others  the  contrivance  best  suited  to  our 
"  interests.     4.  The  surrender  of  the  Ft  evrk 
'*  commerce  to  the  neutral  nations  is  this 
"  expedient** — ^The    Courier    news-paper^ 
which  is  the  organ  of  the  Ousted  Clerks, 
cites  this  passage  in  confirmation  of  its  ap- 
prehensions, that  the  ministers  Iiave  made  a 
disgraceful  treaty  wiih  the  American  States} 
but,  if  they  actuaHy  hove  made   a   treaty 
upon  the  great  and  enlightened  principles 
expressed  in  the  3d  sentence  (I  have  num- 
bered them  for    the   sake    of  reference), 
though  this  principle  may  not  be  compre- 
IvusibJe  to  the  Onsted  Cierks,  I*shaH  t^nter-r 
tain  a  liope,  ^that  they  wilJ  never  lose  sight 
of  that  principle  in  any  of  their  measures. 
Whether  the  expedient,  described  in  the  4th 
sentence,  would  be  efficacious  as  to  the  pur- 
pose in  view,  must  depend  much  upon  the 
circumstances  of  the  ^ase ;    and,   withouf 
some  explanation,  to  i)hew  us,  that  we,  as 
well  as  the  en«*my,  are  not  rendered  weak 
by  the  increase  of  our  national  wealth,  we 
must*  I  think,  regard  the  2d  sentwicc  as  mi- 
litating against  the  argument  contained  in 
the  third  j  for,   it  appears  strange,  first  to 
say,  that  we  shall  grow  rich  by  the  increase, 
of  the  enemy's  rfatlonal  weahh,  and  then  to 
say,  that  it  will  be  good  to  suffer  that  wealth 
to  uicrease,  because  it  will  enfeeble  the  ene- 
my.    The  principle,  however,  laid  down  in 
the  3d  sentence,  I  heartily  agree  to ;  and,  it 
is  not  without  some  little  pride,  that  I  refer, 
as  in  my  motto,  to  the  letter  to  Pitt,  a  great 
part  of  which  was  occupied  ia  an  endeavour  to 
prove  and  to  illustrate  the  truth  of  that  princi- 
ple. Happy  shall  I. be  to  find,  that  the  ministers 
of  £ngland  begin,  at  laftt  thus  to  think  and 
to  talk.    After  having,  for  so  many,  maiy 
years  hear4the  shbUow- brained  Fitt  and  his 
still    more    shallow- brained  followers,  de- 
claiming upon  oiir  *'  commercial  greatnest," 
our  **  inexhaustible  resources,*'  our  *•  capi- 
^^  tal,  «r«Jit^  aiid.comnurce,"  as  the  tinewf 
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Hoase  of  Commons,  on   the 
some  questions  were  asked  of 

:  by   a  Sir  Thomas  Turton,   I 

ill  him,  whom  the  reader  may 
ivxw  Derore  iieard  of,  relative  to  the  Ameri- 
can States.  It  seems,  if  one  can  form  a 
guess  at  their  intentions,  to  b^  the  design  of 
t\\e  (WSTED  TKEASUEY  CL^ttKs,  whom  the 
Morning  Chronicle  persist:?  in  calling  an 
**  Opposition,*'  to  set  up  a  rery  loud  cry 
9gainst  whatever  terms  this  treaty  may  con- 
tain 5  but,  the  ground  they  are  prepared  to 
t^O,  is,  that  we  ought  to  have  strictly  ad- 
liered  to  what  tliey  call  the  rule  of  175f), 
from  which  rule,  be  it  remarked,  they  sup- 
ported  Pitt  io  deviating  from  in  several  in- 
fit^noef.  £nt,  this  fact  will  not,  I  allow, 
raake  any  tliiug  in  justification,  of  the  mi- 
plsters,  if  they  have  given  up  any  ot  our  es- 
sential ^ghi^.  To  allow,  in  the  way  of 
grant  for  a  particular  pur^x^e,  and  upon 
eq<)itable  conditions,  any  neutral  nation  to 
Intde  with  France,  during  war,  or  even  to 
he  tbecarrier  of  French  or  French  colonial  pro- 
duce, may,  however  be  politic.  Theie  is  a  pas- 
sage in  a  pamphlet  lately  published,  under, 
it  ijs  said,  i&e  sanction  of  a  person  high  in 
Q&yDc,  hying  down  principlefi,  upon  -which  a 
permission,  or  granft,  of  this  sortiiiay  possibly 
bav^e  beea  made,  it  is  this :  <'  l .  The  destruc- 
^'  ^n  of  an  effiemy*8  trade  i«  not  to  be  de- 
"  sir^  m  ovder  to  annihiUte  his  national 
^*  wealth  '2.  By  the  inc^vidual  proaperity  of 
"  his  jsubjects  we  ourselves  gain ;  by  their 
**  progress  in  riches  we  improve  our  own  i 
''  aod  though  his  piibUc  revenue  may  be 
/'  auginented  by  the  increase  of  his  public 
''  wealth,  we  naust  necessarily  augment  our 
**  owjD  revenue  by  the  ^oicrease  which  our 
f*  wealth  receives  from  his.  3.  It  is 
-''  hts  ptngpesB  in  arms  not  iu  arts  that  is 
'^  foemid^c  5  and  there  cannot  be  a  donbt 
'".  Ihat  Mn  ctpndi^t;^  which  coders  hina 
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of  war,  as  the  sure  and  certain  means  of  tri- 
timph  over,  our  enemies  5  after  having  so , 
long  heard  the  master-declaimer  ranting 
away  upon  tlie  beggared  state  of  the  enemy, 
and  exulting,  in  strains  of  inimitable  bom- 
bast, at  seeing  him  *'  on  the  verge,  nay, '  in 
"  the  very  gulph  of  bankruptcy;"  after 
seeing  Lords  Castlereagh  and  ITawkes- 
bury  drawing  out  and  arraying  our  custom- 
house accounts,  the  lists  of  our  canals,  tarn- 
pike  Boads  and  bills  of  enclosure,  against  the 
armies  of  France ;  after  all  this  senseless  and 
dismasting  talk,  it  is  really  a  comfort  to  read, 
from  under  the  reputed  sanction  of  raea  in 
power,  **  that  we  ought  not  to  desire  to 
•'  diminish  the  national  weallh  or  revenues 
•'  of  our  enemy  5  and  that,  wliatever  ren- 
"  ders  him  rfcA  does  also  render  him  weak.** 
It  is  really  a  comfort  to  one's  heart  to  hear 
this;  and  especially  if  one  could  but  rely, 
that  the  ministers  would  begin  and  resolute- 
ly continue  to  acl  upon  tlie  principle.  I  ara 
In  hopes,  too,  that  the  nation,  taught  by 
Woeful  experience,  will  now  receive  and 
cherish  this  important  truth ;  and  I  flatter 
myself,  that,  upon  this  point,  as  upon  most 
others,  the  Ousted  Clerks  will  meet  with  the 
contempt  which  their  party  cavilling  is  so 

eminently  calculated  toexcite. II.  Buenos 

Ayres  also  was  a  subject  of  inquiry,  on  the 
part  of  Sir  Thomas  Tur ton  J  and,  indeed,  it 
was  quite  prudent  in  the  Ousted  Clferks  to 
leave  questions  of  this  sort  to  Se  put  by  any 
oilier  body,  who  wasr  fond  enough  of  hearing 
himself  speak  5  for  they  were  cunning  enough 
to  have  perceived,  that  Buenos  Ayres,  the 
capture  of  which  the  wise  Mr.  Canning  wish- 
ed to  see  a  topic  of  congratulation  in  the  King's 
speech,  beg^n  to  be  a  little  out  of  date.  Thty 
Vere  not  such  fools  as  to  thrust  themselves 
forward  in  any  more  inquiries  about  it  5  for 
te-captured,  or  not  re-captured,  they  had 
discovered,  that  the  gold -finders  had,  some- 
how or  other,  fallen  into  a  state  of  unpopu- 
larity. From  the  beginning  I  expressed  my 
l^ret  at  the  capture  5  because  1  felt  a  con- 
viction, tliat,  supposing  the  undertaking  to 
prove  finally  successful,  as  a  military  expe- 
dition, yet,  it  must  prove  greatly  injurious 
to  England ;  that  it  must  add  to  our  taxes, 
and  to  the  patronage  and  the  power  of  the 
crown,  already,  in  my  opinion,  far  too 
great,  while  there  was  not,  as  far  as  I  could 
tee,  a  possibility  of  the  capture's  producing 
•ny  good  at  all,  ti^iacli  less  enough  to  coiin- 
terbiilance  these  evils.  Of  course  I,  in  the 
preceding  sheet,  expressed  my  satisfection  at 
the  report  of  ihe  re-capture,  which  report 
i  am  now  ver^^glad  to  find  confirmed,  ex- 
cept as  far  air  relates  to  the  cajpture  of  vur 
^Qopsand  stores,  Especially  the  fcrmer,  who 


will  now,  in  all  probability,  have  to  remain 
a  long  while,  penned  up  in  a  prison,  in  .a 
country  particularly  unfavourable  to  them 
under  such  circumstances,  and  at  the  mercy 
of  an  enemy  wantonly  provoked  against 
them,  while  their  native  land  is,  in  part, 
garrisoned  ly  Hanovaians.  I  trust,  that  the 
ministers  will  shew  proper  spirit  with  regard 
to  the  commanders  of  this  expedition.  The 
country  demands  it  at  their  hands.  How  did 
Sir  Home  Popham  and  his  associate  know 
wiiat  tlie  views  of  the  government  might  be, 
with  respect  to  Spain  ?  He  knew  England 
waf  at  war  with  that  power  j  but,  how  did 
he  know,  that  it  was  not  the  wish  of  the 
government  to  conciliate  Spain  as  much  as 
possible}  or,  at  least,  not  to  wound  her  with 
urgent  necessity  ?  From  the  opinions  which 
the  present  ministers  expressed  at  the  time 
of  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  frigates,  it  is 
probable,  that  such  were  their  wishes  witli 
regard  to  that  power  $  and,  shall  the  wishes 
of  the  government  be  thus  bafled  at  pleasure, 
and  for  the  gain  of  a  greedy  commander  ? 
But,  as  I  observed  in  my  last  Number,  if 
the  plunder  be  suffered  to  remain  in  the  hands 
of  Sir  Home  Popham,  nothing  good  can  b« 
done.  The  Fa^e,  awarded  him  by  the  little 
government  at  Lloyd's,  he  may  keq)  j  nay, 
I  would  not  grudge  him  a  *' heir- loom"  of 
their  granting.  A  *'  heir-loom  !"  A  "heir- 
••  loom,**  granted  by  a  club  of  stock-jobbers 
to  be  attached  to  an  Earldom  !  What  a  scan- 
dalous mockery  of  that  which  has  heretofbr« 
been  held  as  one  of  the  first  acts  of  royalty  ! 
And  yet,  these  same  jobbers  shall  talk  to  you 
quite  seriou.4iy  about  Buonaparte's  degrading 
royalty.  Let  ihem,  however  j  let  them  and 
the  speculators  of  Birmingham  and  Man- 
chester join  in  giving  Sir  Home  Popham  a 
heir-loom  j  but,  let  him  not  keep  the  plun- 
der acquired  at  the  expence  of  English  taxes 
and  English  blood.  This  plunder,  the  public 
will  recollect,  was  shipped  home  to  the  iro- 
raaadate  Alexandjer  Davison,  Sir  Popliam's 
banker;  and  the  daily  news-papefs,  with 
tliat  base  complaisance  whic^i  they  always 
shew  towards  those  who  are  able  and  willing 
to  pay  them,  announced  to  the  well -dressed 
rali)le  that  read  them  with  delight,  that 
"  Mr,  Davison's  patriotic  band,  the  St. 
"  James's  corps  of  Loyai  British  Vo- 
'*  lunteers,  were  marched  out  to  meet  and 
"  to  guard  the  treasure."  Yes,  these  Loyat 
heroes,  blylhe  with  Davison  s  beer,  wet* 
marclujd  out  to  guard  the  treasure  gained  by 
the  captivity  or  the  blood  of  their  unfortu- 
nate countrymen  !  As  far  as  services  of  thii 
sort  go,  the  vc^nteers  will  certainly  prove 
a  most  efficient  force.  This- feat  of  Sir  Hom«* 
Popham  seenj  to.  bQ  quite  coroplet* «»  «P 
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i  rs  parts.  The  bare  plunder  was  in  character ; 
but,  it   was  sent  home  immediately  j  that 
object  was  put  beyond  the  power  of  acci- 
dent j  and  then,  it  is  sent  to  Davison  j  and 
then  Davison  calls  out  his  voltinteer  corps 
to  guard  it.    Never  was  a  piece  better  cast, 
or  better  kept  up  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end. — III.  It  is  going  a  little  out  of  the  way, 
but  I  cannot  help  aniicipating,  in  this  place, 
the  remarks  that  would  present  themselves 
upon  Lord  Ca»tlereagh*s  eulogium  (in  the 
debate  upon  the  army  estimates,  on  the  21st 
instant)  on  the  disinterestedness  of  the  Vo- 
lunteers.   That  many  oi  them  have  been 
actuated  by  motives  perfectly  disinterested, 
1  never  either  doubted,  «r  expressed  a  doubt ; 
and  I  am  of  the  same  opinion  with  regard  to 
those  who  have  taken  a  lead  in  raising  such 
corps  5  but,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  goes,  I 
speak  with  very  few  exceptions  when  I  say, 
that  the  men  of  the  volunteer  corps  have  been 
actuated  by  motives  far  from  disinterested, 
and  that  those  who  have  raised  such  corps, 
have  been  dependents  upon,  or  expectants 
of,  the  minister  of  the  day.    It  was  the  same 
with  the  car^suhscriptioni  which  I  assisted  in 
laughing  down,  though  it  had  the  unquali- 
fied approbation  and  encouragement  of  Pitt 
and  that  great,  or  chief,  comiuander,   the 
Duke  of  York.     Upon  that  occasion  a  iicst,\ 
»ay. 


at  the  same  hands.     Yet,  this  is  the  press 
we  boast  of,  as  the  reformer  of  morals,  the 
mirror  of  truth,  the  nurse  of  science  and  of 
virtue,  and  the  check  upon  tyrants  and  pub- 
lic-robbers !    Never  was  there  so  vile  a  traf- 
fic as  that  carried  on  by  this  press.    A. thou- 
sand thousand  times  better  would  it  be  that 
there  should  be  no  press  at  all  existing.  The 
trade  of  bawds  and  pimps  has  been  decried  ; 
but,  whether  as  to  its  intrinsic  business,  or 
as  to  its  evil  effects  upon  society,  it  is  vir- 
gin innocence  compared  to.  the  trade  of  the 
press,  when  practised  as  above  described. — - 
Nor  does  the  English  pencil  yield,  in  this 
respect,  to  the  press.    A  large  portrait  of 
Davison  has  beenexhibited  at  the  print-shops 
in  London,  by  the  side  of  those  of  Mr.  Fox, 
and  Lord  Nelson :  but,' on  Monday  last,  when 
the  Third  Report  had  begun  to  be  a  subject  ol 
general  conversation,  it  was  taken  down! — i 
What  shocking  baseness  is  this!  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  an  equal  to  it  is  to  be  found  in  the 
history  of  any  nation  upon  earth.     This  man 
has,  1  understand,  been  recently  purchasing 
large  estates  in  Northumberland;  ten  of  our 
best  painters  are  how  employed  by  him  to 
paint  pictures  at  an  enormous  price  for  the 
,  furnishing  of  a  gallerv  which  be  has  a  design 

_^ ^ ,J  oferecting,  toheamed''^  the  DavkoJiGal- 

a  whole  rookery,  of  place-men,  pen-'l  lerylT  He  appeinrs  literally  to  roll  in  riches. 


sioners,   and  contractors,  assembled  at  9  ta- 
vern, and  passed  resolntions  (in  no  very  good 
Engliih),  proclaiming  every  man  disloyal, 
\^1»  reAised  to  contribute  towards  the  pro- 
ject.    Amongst  the  f!bck  of  loyalists  were 
several  harness- makers ;  and,  as  the  deft  Sir 
"Brook   (there  is  no  occasion  for  his  other 
name)  only  contracted  with  some  of  them 
for  iiamess  to  draw  the  cars  with,  the  rest 
took  dudgeon    thereat,   and    attacked    Sir 
Brook  most  furiously  in  the  news- papers  ; 
-while  the  coach-masters,  who  subscribed  to 
the  project,  took  the  same  opportunity  of 
subscribing,  at  the  same  place  and  time,  a 
petition  to  parliament  to  lessen  the  tax  upon 
c?oaches,  as  it  pressed  so  hard  upon  *'  a  meri- 
"  toi'ious  and  hyal  part  oflhe  community." 
So  much  for  their  lo^'alty,  and  their  duinter^ 
tstedness,  which,  I  imagine,  will  be  found 
to  be  an  humble  invitation  of  the  di'-interest- 
edness  of  Alexander  Davision.     When  Da- 
vison railed  his  corps,  his  name,  accompa- 
nied with  an  extolling  of  his  liberality,  his 
public-spirit,  and  his-loyalty,  appeared  in  the 
news-papers  every    day.    The    paragraphs 
#ere,  I  dare  say,  drawn  up  by  himself,  for 
they  were  illiterate  and  gross  5  and  ihey  w-ere 
paid  for  at^a  guinea,  or^  in  some  of  the  pa- 
pers, at  half  a  guinea,  perhaps,  a  piece.  Any 
man^  or  any  woman,  no  matcer  who  or  what; 


to  expend  gold  by  handfulls,  to  wallow  in 
luxuries  of  afl  sorts,  while  hundreds  of  tliou- 
saiids  of  ihe»people  of  England,  from  whose 
property  and  labour  his  riches  have  been  ex- 
torted, are,. some  of  them,  Uving  in  constant 
dread  of  the  tax  gatherer,  and  others  wast- 
ing away  for  want  of  a  sufficiency  even  of 
bread.  And,  this  is  the  stale  of  things,  t<? 
preserve  which,  his  friend.  Mr.  Sheridan, 
calls  upon  us,  in  his  hours  of  jollity  too,  '*  to 
*'  sacrifice  the  necessaries  of  life!"  Good 
God !  How  is  it  posiitle,  that  we  can  be 
worse  served,  or  more  cruelly  insulted  ?  — 
Not  a  word,  however,  of  complaint  do  we 
hear,  upon  this  subject,  from"  those,  base 
and  detestable  daily  news-papers  with  which 
the  metropolis  swarms.  The  money  ex- 
torted from  the  country  to  fill  D^  ison's  cof- 
fers will  also  silence  this  press,  which,  I 
again  and  again  repeat  it,  19  the  greatest 
curse  that  ever  was  inflicted  upon  a  country. 

IV.  The  Amiy  Estimates  gave  rise,  on' 

the  21st  and-23d  instant,  to  two  debates.' 
Upon  the  laying^  of  documents  like  these  be-'' 
fore  the  House  of  Commons,  before  **  the 
guardians  of  the  public  purse,'*  what  one 
would  naturally  look  for,  is,  an  examination 
into  the  necessity  of  gniDting  so  much  mo- 
ney as  they  propose  to  ihe  House  to  grant. 
One  would  expect  to  hear  the  membeis  pI>- 
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j(^t,  if  they  objected  to. aoy  thing,  either  to 
the  amount  of  the  force,  or  the  sum.  The 
occasion  would  naturally  ofter  itself  for 
xnembers  to  shew,  if  they  had  it  in  their 
power,  tliat  the  sua)  granted  for  the  army, 
Jaatyear,  was  improperly  expended  j  to 
point  out  how  «^vings  might  be  made ;  and 
to  expose  to  the  House  any  abuses  which 
l>ad  come  to  ihenr  knowledge.  Instead  of 
any  thing  in  this  way  j  instead  of  any  serious 
and  earnest  inquiries  as  to  whether  the  Bar- 
rack and  otiier  abuses  were  corrected  j  instead 
of  any  objection  to  the  enormtnis  sums  charg- 
ed for  the  njere  mustering  of  the  soldiers  ; 
instead  of  any  calculation  to  shew  how  small 
a  portion,  conlparativelyy  is  paid  to  the  offi- 
cer and  the  soldier;  in.^rcad  of  any  calcola- 
tioti  to  shew,  lli;^t  the  hospital  e.\j;enses  are 
beyond  all  credibility  of  the  ntxesmty  of  the 
casej  insiend  of  any  reinarks  to  shew  how 
dearly  we  are  made  to  pny  for  the  protection 
atForded  os  by  the  Generous  Kanovcrians  j 
instead  of  nny  thing  of  this  sortj  we  find  that 
thtTe  were  about  fourteen  hours  spent  in 
debates  upon  the  relative  merits  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
Arid  Mr.  Windham^s  military  plans;  that 
some  score  or  two  of  jests  were  cracked,  and 
M:mQ  three  or  four  score  of  stories  told ;  and 
this  is  called  delating  the  army  estimates ! 
As  to  Mr. -Windham's  plan,  it  appears  to 
have-done  but  little  in  the  way  of  raising 
vn'ti,  and-th;it  1  alwa}s  expected  from  it ; 
but,  while  it  has  been,  even  in  this  way, 
better  tlian  the  plan  of  Mr.  Pitt,  it  has  dqne 
no  harm  j  it  has  given  the  country  no  trouble 
and  vexation  j  and,  it  has,  at  any  rate,  put  an 
end  to  the  trouble  and  vexatioti  which  flie  o- 
ther-plan  5o  abun^lantly  gave.  There  are, how- 
ever, certain  parts  of  it  which  l:ave  done  great 
g;ofxl.  It  has  added  to  tlie  meairs  of  subsist- 
ing in  those  soldiers,  who  weie  already  pen- 
sioncrs,  and  a  great  part  of  whom  were  also 
sire;?t  beggars,  or  were  in  some  p.irish  work- 
l.ouse  ;  and,  it  ha«  taken  from  the  colonel, 
or  comraandiirj  <  Sic  t  for  the  time  being 
the  power  of  preventing  any  man,  who  has 
senvd  a  certain  time,  from  having  a  pcn- 
sii  i>  This  was  a  pait  of  thtt  plan  which 
Lord  Casil-fA-agh  complained  of,  but  it  is  a 
part,  I  '^m  confivlent,  which  every  just  and 
considerate  man  will  highly  approve  of.  All 
men  are  liable  to  prejudice  and  caprice  j  and 
110W  that  we  hme  so  many  colonels  (to  say 
nothing  of  a  regiment  being  often  left  to  tlie 
conmiand  even  of  a  captain),  is  it  not  to  he 
nion!rtrously  uncharitable  to  sn])pose  it  pos- 
sible, that  two  or  three  out  of  the  number, 
may  be  either  tyrants  or  fi>ols5  ''i^d,  ia  such 
A  case,  would  it  not  be  cruel  to  the  last  dc- 
.^ice,  to  leave  it  iu  their  power  to  Bend  the 
.  wjw}-©wt  syldi^r  starving  t^  hi*  jgra^  ? — 
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During  the  time  of  service  his  power  over 
the  soldier  is  almost  absolute.  He  can  pu- 
nish almost  at  his  pleasure.  He  can  shut 
against  him,  by  his  sole  will,  the  door  ofi' 
promotion}  hec'an,  in  like  manner,  alway* 
irnprison  him;  for  an  irreverent  look  or 
glesiure  he  can  cause  him  to  be  flogged  j  and 
will  my  Lord  o^' Cast lereagh,  will  this  gen-- 
ife  and  smooth  Lord,  in  this  land  of  melting 
humanity,  where  schools  of  reform  and 
retreats  for  prdfctitutes  are  daily  rising  up  j 
will  he  pretend,  that  it  is  a  fault  in  Mr^ 
Windham's  plan,  that  it  considers  a  number 
of  years  of  military  service  us  a  proof  that 
tlie  person  serving  has  a  claim  to  future  pro- 
tection from  his  country;  or,  will  he  say,, 
ttat  discipline  cannot  be  preserved  by  the 
terrors  and  the  taste  o/  the  losb,  without 
thereunto  adding  the  power  of  starving  the 
Soldier  a»;er  he  is  no  longer  able  tojierve^ 
But,  while  Mr.  Winciham  must>  I  ihink^ 
be  regarded,  by  all  but  tyrants,  as^  being 
completely  triumphant  iti  this  argument,  is 
he  not  aware  that  it  applies,  wiih  equal  force^ 
to  the  case  of  tlie  o/^/oTA  of  the  armv,  who  ar«- 
BOW,  he  must  very  wed  know,  liable  to  be 
cashiered,  at  any  moment,  without  a  trial;^ 
and  even  without  cause  assigned,  ly  the- 
sole  frill  of  the  King,  and  that,  toorwithouf 
oKy  responsilility  in  the  mmisters  or  in  any- 
body else  ?  I  shall  be  told,  perhaps,  that  it 
is  a  species  of  blasphemy  to  admit,  even  by 
way  of  hypothesis,  that  the  King  should  ad 
tyrannically  or  capriciously  towards  any  of 
his  subjects,  and  particularly  towards  a  ve« 
teran  omcer,  I  am  aware,  also,  that  the 
same  will  be  said  with  respect  to  the  present 
Commander  in  Chief;  and,  as  I  am  by  no 
means  ambitious  of  adding  to  the  titles  of 
jacobin  ami  leveller  (so  liberally  bcstowe^l 
on  me)  that  of  blasphemer,  I  shall  not  sup- 
pose such  a  thing  even  possiile.  But,  no- 
tiling  prevents  me  from  supposing,  that  some 
king,  hereafter  to  be  born,  riiay  be  a  tyrant, 
an  unjust,  a  vindictive,  and  capricious  ty- 
raiU,  who  will  stretch  his  power  to  the  ut- 
most, and,  in  Hiuh  a  case  (for  Mr.  Wind- 
ham's plan  is  formed  for  futilrity),  where 
Wimld  be  the  security  of  the  officers  of  t!ie 
army,  especially  if  such  a  king  were  to  se- 
lect for  his  Commander  in  Chief  a  tnan  re- 
sembling himself  in  these  respects,  there- 
unto adding  cowardice  so  rank  and  profligacy 
so  notorious,  as  to  make  him  regard  every 
brave  and  virtuous  man  as  a  living  liblel 
upon  himself,  and  accordingly^  a  proper 
object  of  his  unbridled  vengetmce  ?  Ther^ 
rs,  moreover,  another  point  of  view,  ia 
which  I  would  wi.sh  Mr.  Windham,  as  thf 
friend,  whirb  I  know  him  to  be,  *of  the^tl 
libenies  of  bit  country,  to  view  the  power  ai 
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-which  I  am  spejikingj  and  that  is  in  its  po/i- 
■ca/  eftecis,  especiaily  while  officers  o4'  the 
army  are  allowed  to  ba  members  of  the 
House  <jf  Commons.  1  shall  have  no  ob- 
jection to  their  l5eingmember»of  that  Houae, 
alter  u  be  pioved  lo  me,  that  they  can  altetid 
their  duty  iliere  wuhmit-  ntgiecting  their 
military  duty  *,  hut,  when  this  prcrof  hns 
•been  fumishe<l  me,  I  shall  still  ask,  how 
they  can  h^  regarded  as  tntlep^ndtnl  men, 
-»o  long  as  the  king  has  the  absolute  powcfr 
of  cashiering,  that  is  to  say,  ruimn g  ihtm, 
in  fortune  or  fahie,  and  perhaps  both,  with- 
out a  trial,  and  without  cause  assigned  ^  3 
am  not  to  betoM,  that  there  are  no  military 
and  naval  officers  iu  the  present  House  of 
Commons,  who  are  not  independent  men*; 
and  I  want  not  to  be  reminded,  that  it  is 
•quite  absurd  to  suppose,  that  the  present 
img  or  his  apparent  successor,  would  ever 
cash'ier  an  officer,  or  what  is  called  take  his 
regintent  from  him,  rr«^rely  because  he  had 
^oted  on  the  wrong  side;  but,  the  plan  is 
for  futurity,  and  as  Mr.  Windham  looks 
deep  into  time,  I  am  astonished  that  he 
ahould  not  have  thought  of  some  check 
to  this  polsible,  though  improbable,  abuse 
^f  power.;  and,  afier  much  reflection  upon 
the  subject,  J  can  in  no  way  account  for  the 
omission^  but,  in  supposing,  that  Mr  Wind- 
ham, never  having  known,  or  hej^rd  or  a 
naval  or  military  officer*s  giving  his  vote 
Irom  the  hope  of  proniofion  or  from  the 
iear  of  being  cashiered  or  laid  upon  the  shelt, 
and  never  having  known,  or  heard  of,  any 
officer's  having  been  so  treated  in  conse- 
-<juence  of  giving  his  vote  against  the  min^^ter 
of  the  day,  did  not,  even  by  accident,  ihink 
of  any  such  check  as  that  which  the  reader 
•will  perceive  I  liave  in  contemplation,  and 
which  is  no  other  than  similar  to  that  which 
iie  has  with  so  much  jusiice  and  humanity, 
IMTOvided  for  the  soKlrer,  namely,  sectirity 
against  utter  ruin,  except  in  cases  ot  guilt,' 

|)foved  upon  trial. tlpon  i\\e  adiUiional 

fcxpense  of  Mr.  Windham's  i<lan.  Lord  Cas- 
ftlereagh  and  Mr.  Perceval  have,  at  different 
^imes,  expatiated  Largely,  insomuch,  that  a 
Jiasty  observer  would  almost  forget  that  tliey 
4iad  been  followers  ot'  the  squandering  Pitt, 
<he  patron  of  the  Trotters,  the  Delaiiceys, 
4he  Davisons,  and  thousands  of  their  l.ke, 
and  would  take  them  for  most  rigid  **  guar- 
-"  dians  of  the  public  purse.'*  But,  while 
five  hear  then>  thus  swelling  out  the  expense 
attendant  on  the  addition  made  to  the  pen- 
■•6ibner*s  allowarice»  to  the  pay  of  veieran 
•soldiers,  and  the  miserable  pittance,  hardly 
worth  naming,  doled  out  to  the  officers  of 
f he  infantry,  while  those  of  the  cavalry  are 
-4@it  to  parehaiie  theix  new  wallets  and  furrs 
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and  whiskers  upon  their  old  pay;  while  ue 
hear  them  so  loudly  declaiming  against  this 
**  enormous''  expense,  Hot  a  word  d^p  we 
hear  from  them  about  \\m  ^pense  of  tho.^e 
snug  wnecures  called  barrack-masrership?v  j 
•jiot  a  word  abont  the  ten  thousand  junuids  a 
year  sinecure  to  the  Apothecary  General; 
not  a  word  about  the  three  thousand  poums 
a  year  to  the  younger  Slierioan  as  muste  - 
master  at  huwe  while  he  is  receiving  pay  ;  s 
a  captain  of  a  toot  regiment  which  is  alronU 
upon  h.-trd  d\ny ;  not  a  word  about  Mr.Hns- 
kisson's  ^ix  hundred  poimds  a  year  for  beimc 
a  s(m»etlring  or  other  to  the  army  in  Ceylon  ; 
not  a  word  abmjt  the  endless  train  of  c•ommi^- 
saries  and  contractors,  who,,  with  the  money 
raised  in  taxes,  are  purchasing  the  e>tates  cf 
those  whom  tliose  taxes  have  ruined  ;  not  a 
word  about  the  expense  of  the  othce  of  Com- 
mander in  Chief  and  its  staff.  No :  there  is  no 
coming  this  way  without  rubbing,  some- 
where or  other,  sgainst  a  friend  or  a  relati- 
on ;  yet  it  is  hen',  it  is  in  the  branches 
where  little  or  no  duty  is  jKTformed  for  tha 
pay,  that  the  saving  of  money  might  be  made. 
Into  these,  had  1  been  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment, would  1  have  dived.  I  would  have  set 
myself  seiiously  about  the  inquiry.  I  ^\'ouJd 
have  shewn  v.  hu  was  Uius  expended.  I  would 
have  proved  ihat  it  was  in  no  v.ise  condu- 
cive to  the  public  good ;  but,  that,  on  the 
contrary,  while  it  added  to  the  pecuniary- 
burdens  of  the  |>eople,  it  added  also  to  the 
hieans  ot  d-^priving  them  of  their  political 
and  civil  libeities.  This  would  1  have  done  ; 
and  1  would  not  have  been  diverted  from 
my  purpose  by  a  few  snips  of  Latin,  nor 
by  the  old  thread -bare  stories  about  a  crook- 
backed  p'^t  and  priest's  maid,  which  I  had 
heard  kw  old  comrades,  round  the  guard- 
.room  fire,   repeat  a  hundreJ  times  from  the 

I  jests  of  Joe  Miller. V.  Loitn  Wr.LLEs- 

LEY  On  the  26'th  instant  Lord  Viscount 
Folkestone  brought  forward,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  his  promised  motion  relative 
to  the  Oudc  pa^^ers ;  that  is  to  say,  that  tho 
papefs,  wliich  were  before  pilnted,  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Pan! I,  respecting  Lord  Wel- 
Icjiley's  conduct  losvards  the  Nabob  and 
province  otOudf,  but  which  papers  had  been 
annulled  by  th^i  dihsolutiuu  of  parliament, 
should  be  agv^in  printed.  Lord  Howick  did 
not  repeat  the  arguments,  wli:ch  he  made 
use  of,  when  I»)rd  Folkestone  gave  notice  of 
his  intended  motion  ;  but,  as  minister,  and 
with  all  llie  air  ot"  an  i»iIi'Mal  dcleiMor  of 
Lord  Welle>ley,  he  rose  10  q'.iu:ation  Lo»-'' 
Folkt  <  :me  is  to  the  iime  and  vianncr  oC  \  % 
future  pi oceedings,  and  asked  him  ul'elht. 
he  intended  to  bring  forward  ail  ilie  cIi  nges 
that  Mr.  Paull  hus  brought  lorv/aid  ?    la  ilis 
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questioning  Lord  Howick  was  joined  by  Sir 
'John  Anstruther,  of  whom  we  will  speak 
more  particularly  by-and-by ;  and  this  latter 
seemed  very  anxious  to  ascertain  the  precise 
time,  and  mode  of  proceeding  of  Lord 
Folkestone,  whose  answer  was,  in  substance, 
this ;  that  he  pledgied  himself  to  bring  for- 
ward no  charge,  except  upon  tlie  subject  of 
Lord  Wellesley's  conducjt  in  Oude,  which 
was  the  only  part  of  his  conduct  that  he  bad, 
as  yet,  fully  made  up  his  mind  upon  j  that, 
-v.'ith  respect  to  the  money  charge,  he  cer- 
tainly did  not  mean  to  bring  that  forward  -, 
that,  as  to  the  question'  of  the  Carnatic,  he 
should  leave  that  to  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  who  had  dalled 
for  the  proofs  upon  that  subject  in  1802, 
rind  who  had  solemnly  pledged  himself  to 
the  IIuusc  and  to  the  country  to  bring  for- 
wajd  and  prosecute  a  charge  tfiereon.  This, 
atler  two  intervening  speakers,  brought  up 
^Ir.  Sheridan;  who,  in  the  paper  ofhis  bo- 
som friend  and  brother  place-man  Mr.  Perry 
bf  the  Morning  Chronicle,  is  reported  to 
liave  said  :  "that  the  motion  had  his  ap- 
*'  probation,  and  he  hoped  that  the  noble 
y'  mover  would  not  consider  his  liaving  de- 
''  dined  to  notice  the  allusion  wiiich  he  had 
'*'  thought  proper  to  make  to  him  as  theef- 
"  feet  of  pny  disrespectful  inattention.  Tlie 
•'  noble  lord,  in  announcing  his  conditional 
**'  notice,  had  expressed  his  hopes  that  the 
"  original  mover  of  these  papers  would 
*'  succeed  Fa  his  petition — [No,  said  Lord 
'*  Folkestone'  ;  I  slated  thiU.  such  was  the 
*'  hope  of  Mr.  Faull],  Oh, .  that  he  had 
'*  such  hopes  (added  Mr.  Sheridan)  was  ex- 
'"  tremely  probable.  {Jc  was,  no  doubt,  a 
^'  very  active  canvasser' and  sanguine  polili- 
•  *'  cian,  but  he  must  excuse  me  (said  Mr.  S.) 
*'  ifldedine  to 'sympathize  jn  his  hopes. 
*'  (^n  laugh).  Rat  as  to  the  noble  lord,  he 
*'  announced  his  resolution  to  pursue  a  dif- 
*'  ferent  course  from  ihat  followed  by  his 
*'  lion.,  frifnd.  Then  of' course  he  disap- 
"  proved  of  his  hon.  friend's  mode  of  pro- 
•*  cceding.  It  was  raihef  surprising  ^hat 
'**  the  noblti  lord  did  not,  in  tjie  course  of 
*'  the  last,  or  the  preceding  sessions,  advise 
**  his  hon.  friend  to  abandon  that  mode.  It 
**  was  not  quite  so  friendly  not'  to  have 
"  given  the  liint.  But  a  word  or  two  as  to 
*'  the  pledge  to  which  the  noble  lord  had 
V  alMdcd.  •  If  that  noble  lord  bad  been 
*'  present,  he  might  have  heard  him,  two 
*'  or  three  times,  state  distinctly,  in  that 
"'  house;  the  rcssons  which  produced  the 
**  dtliiy  complained  of,  and  also  thegrmrids 
^*  upon  which  ^ft^Uffid^^^jE^^P^^r  ^o  decline 
bringiha^^fMHKBl^^  He, 

howe\  dfS^EMll8M;^BMfiBMie  had  ever 


"  forfeited  the  slightest  pledge  on  this  bu- 
'*  siness.  He  denied  any  man  even  to  catcb 
"  him  tripping.  All  that  he  ever  said,  and 
"  the  grounds  upon  which  he  acted,  he  was 
"  ready  to  repeat  again,  and  upon  tliat  re- 
*'  petition  would  Confidently  rest  for  the 
"  justification  of  his  conduct.  Whenever 
"  that  conduct  was  fairly  represented  and 
'*  dearly  understood,  he  could  have  no  fear 
*^  of  censure.  He  was  now  prepared  to  de- 
"  dare,  that  if  any  other  person,  whoever 
"  that  person  might  be,  should  bring  for- 
"  ward  this  question,  he  would  most  dis- 
^'  tinctly  pledge  himself  to  give  that  person 
*'  his  most  zealous,  sincere,  and  strenuous 
"  assistance — to  exert  as  much  of  his  hum^ 
''  ble  ability  in  favour  of  the  motion,  as  iif 
"  it  were  actually  brought  forward  by  him- 

«  sdf." What   truth  there   is    in    the 

speech,  as  thus  published  by  the  place-hun- 
ter Perry,  we  shall  see  presently  ;  bat  m'^ 
must  first  give  Xh^  reply  of  Lord  Folke- 
stone, who  did  not,  in  spite  of  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan's positive  assertions,  seem  to  have  been 
shaken  in  bis  opinion. — His  lordship  replied, 
"  that  he  would  not  enter  into  a  controversy 
"  with  the  Right  Honourable  Gentleman 
'^  upon  the  subject  of  his  former  pledges. 
"  But  he  recollected  veiy  accurately  that  tlip 
"  right  hon.  gent,  did  promise  to  bring  this 
*^  question  of  the  Camatic  before  the  house. 
"  As  to  the  grounds  upon  which  he  was 
'*  induced  to  abandon  that  question,  he 
"  really  was  not  apprised  pf  them.  He  bad 
*'  heard  something  of  the  right  hon.  gent  *s 
*<  unwillingness  to  excite  unpleasant  feel- 
"  ings  arHong  his  colleagues  in  office — that 
"  is,  in  plain  English,  that  he  was  not  iril- 
''  Uvg  to  lose  his  place.  Tlie  noble  lord 
"  wi\s,  however,  glad  to  he«r  the  right  hop. 
"  gent.'s  pledge  this  evening.  For  his  stre- 
*'  nuous  and  sincere  assistance,  wherever  he 
*'  woulcj  be  strenuous  and  sincere,  would 
"  be  a  most  importunt  acquisition  indeed. 
y  The  noble  lord  repelled  the  idea  that  he 
'"  was  the  substitute  of  Mr.  faull  or.  any 
'*  man^  he  was  acting  trom  a  sense  of  duty, 
*'  and  even  the  friends  pf  lord  Wellesley 
"  ought  to  be  obliged  to  him  for  the  course 
"  he  was  about  to  take;  as  it  would  aftbrd 
'*  them  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  his 
'^character  —  and  the  character  of  their 
*'  country  also,  which  was  stained  by  the 
"  acts  imputed  to  him  ;  if  these  imputati- 
''  ons  should  prove  to  he  unjust,  he  declared 
'«  that  he  should  feel  highly  gratified,  fqf 
**  l>e  had  no  personal  prejudice  whatev^ 
"  against  lord  Wellesley.  As  to  the  course 
*'  he  meant  to  pursue,  it  would  be  open  to 
I  '*  any  other  member  to  propose  a  differea^ 
"  course,  if  he  tliovglu  fix,  and  tills  coursiC 
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"  would  not  at  alMnteifere  with  those  wlio 
"  wished  to  go  the  length  of  impeachment.** 
Upon  this  the  lUghi  Honourable  Sheri- 
dan is  reported  to  have  ris  ni  again,  and  to 
have  observed  unik  some  warmth^  '*  that  no 
*'  doubt  the  noble  lord  wished  to  have  his 
'*  public  conduct  ascribed  to  pro])er  motives, 
"  and  if  he  expected  to  have  credit  given 
**  him  for  such  mothes,  he  would  not  be  so 
•*'  forward  to  impute  improper  motives  to 
*'  others.     (Hear,  hear  !J     With  regard  to 
•*  the  motive  which   the  noble  lord  had 
*'  thought  proper  to  attribute  to  him,  he 
*'  would  ask  that  noble  lord  to  state  in  what 
*'  part  of  his  public  conduct  he  had  ever 
'*  seen  any  thing  to  justify  the  imputation 
*'  he  had  attempted  to  fix  upon  him,  to 
"  shew  that  he  would  be  induced  to  aban- 
•'  don  his  principles  froipalove  of  place  j  or 
"  to  sustain  against  him  any  charge  of  incon- 
*'  sistency.   If  tjie  noble  lord  had  had  a  cor- 
*'  rect  recollection  of  the  proceedings  of  that 
^  house,  the  noble  lord  would  have  known 
"  that  be  did,  two  years  before  the  present 
•'  ministry    came    into    place,     state    the 
*'  grounds  upon  which  he  was  induced  tq 
"  decline  bringing  forward  this  question  re- 
"  respecting    the    Camatic,    at  the  same 
"  tkne,   pledging  himself  to  support  any 
"  person  who  should  bring  it  forward/* — -^ 
It  was  the  place-hunting  crew  in  the  stran- 
ger's   gallery,    doubtless,    that    excPaimed 
**  hear!  Jiear  /**  upon  this  occasion  ;    for, 
was  there  eter  an  argument  more  falltjcious, 
than  that,  if  you  impute  improper  motives 
io  others,  upon  proof  however  clear,   you 
yourself  must  be  suspected  of  acting  upon 
similar  motives  ?  Yes :  it  must  have  b^n  the 
crew  of  the  daily  press,  in  the  gallery,  that 
cried   "  he(w !  hear/  at  an  argument  like 
this.     But,  as  to  the  /act ;  the  simple  fact 
of  Mr.  Sheridan's  forfeiting  his  pledge  with 
respect  to  tlie  Carnatic.    I  can  count  a  score, 
'   at  least,  of  other  pledges,  which  he  has  for- 
I  fei ted  to  the  public.     Upon  the  question  of 
I  the  Irish  Catholicks,  or  Parliamentary   Re- 
form, of  the  Pension  List,  of  the  India  Bill^ 
1  of  the  Sedition  Bills ;  and  upon  many,  many 
other  questions,  I  will  produce  his  pledges 
to  the  people,  to  the  people  from  whom  he 
stole  that  unmerited  popularity,  of  which  I 
had  tlie  Iionour  in  assisting  to  deprive  hiha. 
i^Bot,  for  the  present,  let  us  content  our- 
\  selves  with  the  pledge  upon  the  question 
lof   the   Caniaiic;    a    question    which   he 
took  up  in  the  spring  of  1602.     He  was, 
heven    then,    playing    some    selfish    game 
i$bout  it  5  for  he  put  off  his  motion   for 
ipapers  so  often,  and  upon  pretences  so  unsa- 
psfactory,  that,  at  last,   Mr.  Nicholl,  gave 
llBticf  ^  4)^t  If  Mr*  Sl^i^a  dela^^ed  an^  ion* 
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ger  to  take  up  the  matter,  he  would  take  ^ 
up.  Thus  pushed,  and  having,  probabIy» 
failed  in  some  object  td  be  obtained  by  his 
forbearance,  down  he  came,  burning  with  a 
patriot  fiame  and  melting  with  humanity  5 
and,  towards  the  close  of  a  speech,  in  which 
he  seriously  attacked  Mr.  Nicholl  for  pre- 
suming tQ  entertain  a  suspicion  of  his  mo- 
tives, and  in  which  he  justly  described  the 
transactions  in  the  Carnatic  as  the  most  ty- 
rannical and  abominable  that  the  world  had 
ever  heard  of,  he  made  his  pledge  ip  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "  I  shall  he  satisfied  if  mi- 
"  nisters  (the  Addingtons)  will  take  up  the 
"  matter,  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring  it  to  a 
"  full  and  fair  investigation ;  but,  if  iliey  do 
"  not,  I  PLEDGE  myself  to  take  it  up  in 
"  such  a  way,  that,  if  the  government  of  Ir- 
"  dia  has  been  guilty  of  the  inordinate  acts 
*'  now  charged  upon  them,  the  British  na- 
"  tion,  at  least,  shall  be  rescued  from  the 
"  suspicion  of  giving  countenance  to  acts  so 
*'  flagrant  and  atrocivus,**  Whereupon  he 
moved  for  papers,  which  papers  he  very 
quietlv  suffered  to  lie  unproduced  until  the 
very  last  day  of  the  session  of  1803,  having, 
as  the  public  \%  ill  not  fail  to  recollect,  been 
coquetting  with  the  Addiugton's,  and  some- 
times sitting  upon  the  Treasury  Bench,  du- 
ring the  interval.  He  says  now,  (hat  he  for- 
mally gave  up  the  inquiry  two  years  before 
he  came  into  place.  I  recollect  nothing  of 
thisj  and,  the  only  giving  up  of  this  que.* 
tion  by  him,  that  I  believe  ever  was  publicly 
made,  was  on  the  22d  of  April  last,  ip  these 
words:  "  I  retain  my  former  sentiments 
"  respecting  the  transactions  In  the  Carna- 
"  ticj  but,  I  have  expressed,  in  confidcDC^, 
"  to  the  hon.  gent.  (Mr.  Francis),  the  im- 
"  propriety  of  introducing  any  subject,  thai 
**  would  have  a  tendency  ta  divide  his  Ma- 
f*  jcsty's  ministers,  at  this  important  crisis. 
"A  time  jnay  come,  perhaps,  when  the  sub* 
"  ject  may  be  taken  up  with  advantage f 
"  b».U,  I  do  not  think,  that  the  present  mo- 

''  ment  .is  a  favourable   one"* rIs  this 

breaking  a  pledge,  honest  reader,  or  is  it 
not  ?  As  ta  his  having  said,  two  years  before, 
that  he  would  net  take  up  the  question;  firsts 
I  do  not  believe  the  fact ;  and,  secondly,  if 
the  fact  be  true,  all  that  he  gains  by  it  is, 
that  he  broke  his  pledge  two  years  scouer 
tlian  we  thought  of;  and,  instead  of  break -^ 
ing  it  for  the  sake  of  keeping  a  place,  broke 
it  for  the  sake  of  getting  a  place  to  keep. 
At  any  rate  the  motive  imputed  to  him  by 
Lord  Folkestone  will,  to  every  im]vart'al 
roan,  appear  to  be  the  real  mutive,  hoW'* 
ever  it  may  be  attempted  to  be  dis- 
guised.  Mr.  W^ltesley.  Pole  to(.k  oc- 
casion to  cofiipUment  l^ord  Folkestone  upon 
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the  t-elicafcy,  with  which  he  had  introJnced 
the  subject,  and  to  draw  a  contrast  disadvan- 
tageous to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Paall ;  the 
manliness  of  which  nuist  be  much  admirt-d, 
vhen  we  consider  that  he  never  threw  out 
any  iraputalions  against  Mr.  Paul),  whcni  the 
]aiter  was  present  to  answer  him.  He  now 
eharges  Mr.  Paull  with  waievolenc^.  It  has 
been  amply  proved,  that  that  gentleman's 
conditct  could  not  be  fairly  ascribed  to  any 
improper  motive  >  and>  let  it  be  observed, 
that,  when  both  were  in  the  House,  Mr. 
Paoll  has,  over  and  over  again,  called  upon 
this  Mr.  Wellesiey  to  show  that  any  ground 
for  a  contrary  suspicion  existed  5  and  never 
has  the  latter  been  able  to  answer  such  call. 
■Mr.  Wellesley  Pole  now  asserts,  that 
tl:e  charges  against  bis  relation  of  rapine, 
robbery,  and  murder,  are  wholly  unsupport- 
ed by  proof  5  'but,  when  the  charge  and  the 
evidence  were  lying  upon  the  table  of  the 
House,  Lord  Archib.t^Id  Hamilton  declared, 
that  those  charges  were  substantiated  by  the 
proof  adduced.  And,  it  tliis  declaration  was 
correct,  will  a  mere  resolution  of  disappro- 
l>ation,  on  the  part  of  the  House,  be  ade- 
quate to  the  charges  and  proofs,  upon  which 
it  will  be  founded  ?  Will  it  *'  rescue,"  to 
n.se  the  words  of  Mr.  Sheridan's  pledge, 
*'  the  British  nation  froni  the  suspicion  of 

*'  giving  countenance  to  such  acts?'* • 

As  to  the  contrast  between  the  language  of 
Lord  Folkestone  and  that  of  Mr.  Paull,  at 
the  introduction  of  the  question,  I  appeal  to 
tlie  report  of  the  debate  {see  Pari.  Deb.  April 
22,  1805),  whether  Mr.  I^aulls  hinguagQ 
was  not  full  as  moderate  as  that  of  Lord 
Folkestone,  not  forgetting  the  important  cir- 
cumstance, that  bis  conduct  received  the 
tlnqualiiicd  approbation  of  Mr.  Windham 
and  the  Prince  of  Wales.  The  situation  of 
Lord  Folkesi'Qne  is  very  diflereni  now  from 
what  Mr.  Panli's  was,  at  any  stage  of  the 
proceedings.  His  lordship  is  to  get  papers 
yjitpp^sed}  whereas  Mr.  Riull  had  to  fight. 
Inch  by  inch,  for  papers;  and,  in  tliis  con- 
test, it  was  absclutily  necessary,  that  he 
should  insist  upcn  the  criminalUy  of  the 
acts,  to  prove  which  to  the  House  these  pa- 
pers were  want«d,  and  it  was  equally  neces- 
snry  for  him  to  use  such  language  as  could 
alone  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  those  aciK. 
——Mr.  Whi thread  is  pleased  to  compli- 
ment my  Lord  Folkestone  for  having 
brought  forward  the  question,  and  to  sjy, 
that  the  country  is  indebted  to  him  for  it. 
In  these  sentiments  no  oi^e  joins  witli  more 
ct>rdiality  than  I  do;  but,  when  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  was  thanking  his  Lordship  for  having 
^0  nobly  embarked  in  this  *'  important  and 
Y  wdtt^O*  imdertakiog/*  J  would,  had   I 


!  been  in  the  House,  ha\'e  ask«d  hith,  whe* 
j  ther  tlie  undertaking  was  more  important 
I  now  than  it  was  when  Mr.  Pauii  embark^U 
in  it ;  and,  I  \k  ould  have  aski^  him,  whcn^ 
at  what  jTeriod, .  in 'what  single  in&tance,  he 
ever  lent  his  assisiance  to  Mr.  Pauil,  ever 
gave  hin)  the  smallest  encouragement  to  pro*- 
ceed,  o\er  once  said  that  tije  undertaking 
was  of  any  importance  at  all,  ever  paid  Mr. 
Paull  a  single  compliment  upon  the  manj 
proofs  of  his  integrity  and  perseverance,  un- 
til, at  the  Westminster  election,  he  foimd  it 
convenient  so  to  do,  in  order  to  recover  some 
little  matter  of  his  lost  popularity.  It  was 
at  We'^tminster,  it  was  at  the  hustings  of 
Coveni  Garden,  whither,  observe,  too,  he 
WHS  brought  by  Mr  Paull,  that  Samnel 
Whitbrcad  was  taught  the  importance  of  the 
proceedings  against  Loid  Wellesley;  and, 
he  may  re^t  assured,  that  the  people,  who 
were  his  teachers  upon  that  occasion,  will 
not  be  satisfied  by  a  mere  resolution  of  dis-« 
approbation  upon  the  Oude  charge  only, 
witliout  obtaining  even  a  sigkt  of  the  monejr 
charge,  showing  how  millions  upon  millions 
of  English  taxes  have  been  expended  in  In- 
dia, and  how  far  we  owe  our  oppressions  at 
home  to  that  exi>enditure.  Frona  the  merit 
of  my  Lord  Folkestone,  whom  I  have  always 
considered  as  one  of  the  soundest  men,  both 
in  head  and  in  heart,  that  this  kmgdom  af- 
fords. I  am,  1  trust,  one  of  ihelastto  endear 
vour  to  detract  -,  biit,  I  am  sure,  his  lord- 
ship s  justice  will  make  him  set  very  little 
value  upon  any  compliment  paid  him  at  the 
expence  of  Mr.  P-aull,  had  it  not  been  fai 
whose  exertions,  for  whose  integrity  and 
perseverance,  assailed  as  they  were  from  al} 
quarters,  his  lordship  and  the  public  would, 
^o  this  hour,  have  been  "in  alracjst  tota|  dark? 
ness  as  to  the  deeds  vt  i^ord  Well  sjey,  who 
V^ould,  in  all  probability,  have  been,  at  this 
inr)ment,  a  It.  d  ng  member  of  the  cabinet. 
We  owe  to  Mr.  l^iiill,  not  only  a  kiiowledge, 
and  now  a  thorot^h  knowledge,  of  the  con- 
iduct  of  Lord  WcUesley,  biit  aUo  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  Last  India  Con>pany,  and  of 
those  complicated  concerns -(before  involved 
in  mystery),  through  the  ii^eans  of  which 
this  suffering  cooiitry  has  long  been  de- 
prived of  the  fruit  of  its  labour;  insomuchjf 
that,  when  we  are  now  called  n|)on  for  laies 
to  supprjrt  the  liasi  India  Company,  we 
know  how  to  reason ;  we  know  what  answer 
to  give  ',  we  know  bow  to  judge  of  the  Con-j 
duct  and  the  motives  of  Our  rulers.  For  all 
this,  and  for  much  more,  ^eare  indebted  to 
Mr.  Paull,  towards  whom  1,  for  my  partj 
entertain  my  full  share  of  public  gratitude  j 
and,  it  is  not  an  indiscreet  expresaon,  utter^ 
ed^  or  \^ritten^  in  a  logoieot  vf  h^ste  of  of 
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warmth,  that  \irili  ever  creiit*  in  me  a  luke- 
variiuMss  as  to  any  public   enterprise  in 

which  be  feay  be  engaged. ^Xlitre  is  a 

Sir  John.  Aa&tr  jthcr,  who  appears,  trom  the 
ieport  oi  the  debate  upon  Lord  Poikestuoe's 
motion,  to  have  been  eKtrecnely  tealous  kS 
the  cause  of  l*ord  Weilealey.  This  gentle- 
man has  latdy  returned  from  btiog  Chief 
Justice  of  India,  where  he  had  a  sstlary  of 
j£?7,0(X>.  a  y«ar,  and,  after  liaving  resided  at 
C^utta  sev«n  years  upon  this  salary,  he  has, 
npon  his  retirement,  had  a  pension  of 
x3,0O0,  a  yttir  setded  npon  him  for  life  by 
the  East  India  Company,  which  pension,  as 
well  as  the  turmer  salary,  we,  the  people  of 
EngUnd/hafe  paid,  and  shall  continue  to 
pay.  This  gvitleman  was  one  of  the  leaders 
of  the  prosecution  against  Mr,  Hastings ' 
He  has,  I  understand,  been  lately  appointed 
by  Loid  Gren%ille,  judge  of  the  causes  that 
come  before  the  Privy  Council,  to  which  is 
affireci  a  sniaryof  j&l,500.  a  year;  and,  I 
ha\'e  heard,  that  this  piace  is  to  be  made  a 
patent  oiie  for  him ;  that  is  to  say,  we  are  to 
have  the  honour  to  pay  him  this  salary  for 
his  life  certain  i  Who  would  not,  for  sudi  a 
parpQ6e>  give  «p,  at  Mr.  Sheridan's  call, 
•'  liie  necefrjtvfies  of  life  r"  Wjiat  base  dog  is 
tJiere,  who  twould  grudge  t<J  mortgage  hii 
last  acne,  or  !>dh  tne  shirt  oS  his  back  rather 
than  leave  this  salary  unpaid  ? 

COKTINRNTAL     WaB.  —  I     haVC     thVj 

morning  been  reading  some  dozen  columns 
oi  foreign  in  eiligeuce,  and  some  half  do^en 
of  newspoper  comnsents  thereon }  and  the 
oonctuston,  i«  my  mind,  i^,  that  the  reports 
communicated  to  tbeministeis,  and  publish- 
ed by  then>,  on  Saturday  Ian,  respecting  the 
hauler  in  Poland,  are  totally  false ;  and,  that 
the  French  accounts  of  the  operations  in  that 
country  arcsuhtantially  true.  ^  If  we  de- 
*'  ceive  ourselves  the  truth  is  not  in  us;" 
and,  sopcly,  uever  were  there  poor  wretches, 
who  deceived  themselves  so  grossly  as  we  of 
t\vA  newspaper  nation  have  done  for  tkesd 
eighteen  months  past.  Sevent)een  times 
have  we  (not/,  howtver)  believed  the  Em- 
peror Napoleon  to  be  completely  over- 
thrown; twice  liaye  we  belioed,  that  he 
himself  was  'mortally  wountled ;  and  once, 
that  his  army  were  dead  wiih  the  dysentery ! 
Ht«  mien  are  like  Mr.  Bays*s :  they  rise  up 
^X  fight  after  they  are  dejid.  I  cautioned 
JSlr.  Periy  against  placing  any  very  great  re- 
TiftDteupoa  hia  favourite  ally,  the  dysentery; 
for,  I  was  apprehensive,  that  it  wonld  not, 
»•  a  French  arnay,  operate  as  it  did  in  the 
)imnawtcker*8  army  in  CbMnpague.  I  per- 
peiv!e,  however,  through  all  the,  exultation  of 
^  Morning  Chronicle^  a  consciousness 
j^l^|pvtti]Uiiet)toew8i«£dU£.    jI  see  the 


sense  and  reason  of  Mr.  Spanltie  endeavout^ 
ing  to  break  through  the  cIoikI  of  his  part- 
ner's stupidity.  1  see  the  difficulty  that  the 
former  is  in  to  know  how  he  ^hall  bring 
himself  off.  He  is  beginning  to  muster  hi# 
thoughts  and  to  marshal  his  arguments  for 
the  purpose  of  securing  a  decent  retreat. 
Hence  it  is,  that  we  hear  him  say,  "  whe- 
*'  ther  the  government  news  be  true  or  not, 
•*  the  French  have  suffered  severe  losses, 
*•  there  can  be  tto  doubt  of  tiiat."  Yes, 
there  can,  Sir,  and  I  entertain  that  doubt  I 
do  not  aee  any  probability  of  their  having 
suffered  any  loss  at  all ;  and,  what  is  more, 
I  do  not  see  any  prospect  of  their  suffering  t 
loss,  or  of  their  career  being  ^topped  by  any 
thing  hot  the  elements,  it  is  impossible  for 
us  to  know  what  the  intent iotvs  of  Napoleon 
are ;  but,  my  opinion  is,  that,  if  iie  has  a  de- 
sign upon  Russia,  the  French  standards  wiH 
be  flying  at  St.  Pet'ersburgh  before  Mayday. 
Such  are  mjf  feais,  notwithstanding  all  the 
flowry  prospects,  which  ^h&  newspapers 
present. 

My  Vlth  Letter  to  the  Electors  of  West* 
minster  was  ready ;  but,  the  two  fblloVving 
letter*,  upon  important  subjects,  now  under 
the  comiderariofl  of  parliament,  coropd 
me  to  put  offthe  publication  of  it  ^r  another 
week. 


«II,fTil«T  vok<eE. 
(Concluded  from  p.  126) 
Had  the  French  l>een  at  liberty  la 
employ  any  considerable  part  of  their 
regular  force  against  theJie  insurgents,  they 
would  have  been  very  8cx)n  subdued.  As 
to  what  M.  S.  states  about  the  Boraans 
having  no  army  in  pay  till  after  the  $\6ge  of 
Veii,  it  proves  nothing  at  all.  The  Roman 
troops,  I  believe,  until  the  siege  of  Veii 
returned  home  during  the  winter,  but  except! 
during  that  interval  they  w^re  constantly  ia 
the  field,  and  more  mured  to  the  hardships 
and  perils  of  war  than  the  troops  with  whom 
they  had  to  contend,  and,  consequently^  they 
vanquished  them.  M.  S.  remarks^  that  th# 
Continent  has  been  ruined  in  despight  of 
standing  armies.  But  what  inference  does 
he  mean  to  ^ra  w  from  this  ?  Not  surely  that 
rhe  continental  powers  would  have  made  « 
more  successful  struggle,  if  they  had  been  de- 
fended by  a  more  irregular  rout  of  force.  Thit 
is  such  a  blind  perverision  of  history,  that  he 
wIk)  seriously  resorts  to  it  appears  to  me  ta 
be  quite  beyond  the  teach  ot  argument.  Doet 
it  follow,  tliat  because  one  regular  armjf 
beats  another  regular  army,  that,  therefore, 
it  would  have  been  successfully  opposed  by^m 
irr^ular  force.  It  would,  one  should  imar 
gtae,  be  more  conformable,  both  tosouni 
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logic  ami  to  common  rense,  to  argue  ajor^ 
tlori  against  irregular  troops.  As  lo  pensions 
aud  sinecure  places,  I  am  not  aware  that 
there  is  any  sort  of  connection  between  that 
subject,  and  the  propriety  of  raising  and 
maintaining  a  regular  force.  That  there 
may  be  too  many  pensions  and  sinecdre 
places  I  can  readily  believe }  bul,  at  the  same 
time,  I  do  not  see  that  any  great  reforma- 
tion 'will  be  produced  in  this  respect,  until  a- 
reformation  take  place  in  the  selfish  princi- 
ples^of  human  nature.  There  are  not^  I  sup- 
pose, more  sinecure  places,  nor  are  they 
more  unworthily  bestowed  at  present,  than 
at  any  former  period ;  and,  although  the 
great  majority  of  mankind  are  always  ready 
to  practise  every  sort  of  fawning  servility  for 
a  place,  it  does  not  follow  tliat  all  those  who 
accept  of  places  are  of  that  description. 
Tliere  are,  indeed,  in  all  parties  a  sort  of  un- 
derlings, who  consider  attachment  to  party  as 
a  sort  of  sordid  speculation,  which  brings 
them  in  possession,  of  emolument  and  in- 
fluence when  thetr  party  is  in  power )  and  it 
is  in  the  fond  hope  of  those  halycon  days, 
that  they  patiently  sutler  a  proscription  from 
power  and  profit,  until  a  revolution  in  the 
state  shall  happen  fevourable  to  their  wishes. 
Against  these  sort  of  people  you  need  not 
r^il.  Even  if  you' were  to  prevail  so  far  as  to 
awaken  them  from  their  golden  slumber, 
they  would  only  reply  to  you  in  the  words  of 
the  Jew 

Unless  you  rail  the  seal  from  off  the  bond 

You  do  but  waste  your  wind. 

B. Jan.  9,  I8O7. 


StTGAR    TKADE. 

Sir, In  my  last  letter  (p^  24)  I  made 

.  it  appear,  not  only  that  the  money  retunis 
from  Sugar  estates  for  a  long  time  past,  had 
not  kept  pace  with  those  derived  from  any 
other  employment  of  our  capital  and  iudus- 
try,  but,  that  what  little  success  had  taken 
place  within  the  last  30  years  in  the  price  ot 
sugar,  was  greatly  insufiicient  to  defray  the 
addition  to  the  direct  charges  alone  affecting 
the  article  which  had  been  incurred  during 
the  former  period.  On  this  head,  therefore, 
I  shall  not  give  yon  much  further  trouble.  I 
will,  however,  remind  you,  th^  the  mere 
customs  on  sugar  have  been  augmented  more 
than  four-fold  since  the  commencement  of 
the  American  war.  They  were  then  Qk  8d. 
they  are  now  2;s.  percwt.  In  the  last  ses- 
sion of  parliament  a  contingent  addition  of 
3s.  percwt.  (making  the  aggregate  30s.)  was 
enacted,  to  take  place  in  case  the  average 
price  of  the  commodity  should  be  50s.  per 
cwt.  This  tax,  indee:l,  has  not  yet  operated, 
Buonaparte's  measures  for  the  excJuiJion  of 


British  sugar  from  the  Continent,  having 
kept  the  average  price  of  tliat  article  far 
enough  below  5<fe.  per  cwt.  The  present 
price  is  about  378.  Thus  this  mtended  tax 
(which  as  I  recollect  was  taken  as  likely  to 
produce  an  annual  revenue  of  300,0001.)  ha& 
not  hitherto  yielded  one  sir.gle  farthing  to  the 
Exchequer.  I  do  indeed,  hope  from  the 
considerate  justice  of  the  present  administra- 
tion, that  the  act  for  irnposingit  will  be  re- 
pealed^ for,  in  addition  to  its  actual  ineffi- 
ciency, it  is  demonstrably  of  the  most  op- 
pressive and  cruel  tendency.  A  crop  of  su- 
gar, more  than  almost  any  other  produce  of 
the  south,  is  liable  to  be  damaged  by  unfe» 
vourable  seasons ;  modo  sol  nimius,  mod^ 
corripii  imber.  A  very  wet  or  a  very  dry 
season  (calamities  the  frequency  and  inten- 
sity of  which  in  tropical  climates  can  scarce* 
ly  be  imagined  by  those,  who  have  not  wit- 
nessed them)  will  take  off  more  than  nine- 
tenths  from  the  expected  produce  of  a  field 
of  sugar  canes.  By  the  fundamental  laws  of 
God  and  nature,  all  other  cultivators  of  the 
earih  are  enabled,  when  the  quantity  of  their 
crops  is  diminished,  to  derive  some  allevia- 
tion of  their  distress  from  an  enhanced  price. 
This  istbe  ordinance  of  our  bounteous  Crea- 
tor, alwa}^  dealing  out  his  chastisementa 
with  mercy,  and  tempering  his  very  curses. 
This  is  that  beneficent  course  of  things  which 
wc  call  nature,  in  all  cases  consistent  with 
the  will,  and  conducive  to  the  purposes  of 
that  Great  Being,  by  whose  wisdom  it  was 
decreed,  and  by  whose  power  it  is  upheld. 
This  corrective  dispensation  in  the  case  of 
the  sugar  grower,  Mr.  titt  thought  fit  to 
thwart;  an<^  with  tlie  unfeeling  undistin- 
^uishing  rapacity  of  a  financier,  he  so  di- 
minished the  drawbacks  on  the  exportation 
of  British  plantation  sugar,  (thereby  at  the 
same  time  giving  our  rivals  an  advantage  in 
every  foreign  market)  and,  consequently,  so 
impeded  the  sale  of  it  in  years  of  failing 
crops,  that  the  unhappy  planter  is  effectually 
precluded  from  tlie  possibihty  of  obtaining 
that  increa^  of  price,  which  alone  could  af- 
ford him  any — it  would  at  best  be  a  very 
inadequate— compensation,  for  the  diminu- 
tion in  qiiantity  of  the  produce  of  his  land. 
Now,  it  is  manifest,  that  the  tendency  of  the 
3s.  contingent  duty  which  I  have  mentioned, 
precisely  the  saine,  so  far  as  the  sugar 
planter  is  concerned,  with  that  of  the  wicked 
diminution  of  the  drawbacks  efiected  by  Mr. 
Pitt.  Its  tendency  plainly  is  to  Jceep  the  price 
of  sugar  below  that  point,  to  which  without 
this  unnatural  and  cruel  interference  it  would 
rise,  in  alleviation  of  the  calamity  of  a  de- 
ficient cruj>.  So  far  as  the  consumers  are 
affected;  the  operation  of  this  tax  (rf  it  eve^- 
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£boald  operate)  wcxii  be  not  less  unreason- 
able ;  -  though  the  oppression  being  diflFused 
asoong  so   much  more  numerous  a  body, 
would  not  be  so  severely  felt  by  the  indivi- 
duals composing  it.    Sugar  is  now  in  this 
country  a  necessary  of  comfortable  life.     To 
all  the  consumers  of  it  in  a  time  of  scarcity, 
the   language  of   the  3s.  contingent    duty 
wonld  be  this,  "  By  an  unfavourable  season^ 
the  quantity  of  sugar  produced  this  year  is  so 
much  l«s  than  usual,  that  (notwithstanding 
our  foolish  and  wicked  interference  to  ob- 
struct the  natural  course  of  things)  tlie  price 
of  it   is  arrived  at  an  uncommon  height. 
This  being  the  case,  seeing  that  yOU  are  al- 
ready incommoded  by  the  inevitable  dear- 
ness  of  this  necessary  of  lite,  we,  your  gover- 
nors will  interpose  again ;  and  since  sugar  is 
already  so  dear  as  to  prevent  your  easily  en- 
joying the  use  of  it  so  amply  as  you  might 
desire,  we  will  impose  on  it  a  new  duty,  in 
order   to  make  the  purcliase  of  it  still  more 
costly  and  difficult'*     On  this  subject  it  is 
icaroely  needless  to  say  more.    I  will  only 
repeat  my  hope>  that  the  considerate  justice 
of  the  present  administration,  will  forthwith 
expunge  this  3s.  duty  from  tiie  statute  book, 
vbere  it  stands  at  present  unprofitable  as  a 
source  of  revenue,  impotent  of  all  good,  and 
operative  only  as  the  legitimate  cause  of 
constant  apprehension  and  inexpressible  dis- 
content.    It  cannot  escape  the  observation 
of  our  financiers,  and  it  should  on  no  acanint 
.   escape  their  recollection,  that  in  the  present 
times  they  are  most  particularly  bound  to 
aecurc  to  all  persons  of  property  a  sufficient 
income  from  their  possessions.     In  \7g7, 
Mr.  Burke  computed  (third  letter  to  a  mem- 
ber of  parliament,  p.  95),  that  a  full  third  of 
the  expendiluie  of  people  of  property  went 
in  taxes  direct  and  indirect.     The  amount 
of  the  taxes  imposed  since  that  time,  is  (ex- 
clusive of  the  tax  on  property)  considerably 
more  than  half  the  amount  gf  those  which 
existed  before.     I  will,  however,  take  them 
at  only  the  half  of  that  amount.    And  upon 
this  low  supposition,   the  aggregate  will  be 
according  to  Mr.  Burke  s  computation  10s. 
in  the  pound,  to  which  must  be  added  2s.  for 
the  property  tax  5  and  it  will  be  seen,  that  of 
every  20s.  added  4o  the  income  of  West  In 
dian  proprietors,  (who  are  proverbial  for  a 
liberal,  not  to  say  profuse  expenditure}  I2s, 
is  returned  by  tjiem  to  the  Exchequer  in  the 
form  of  taxes,  without  noticing  the  farther 
.augmentation  of  the  revenue,  brought  about 
by  the  increased  incomes  and  expenditure  of 
those  other  numerous  classes,  which  the  ex- 
penses of  the  West  Indian  proprietors  con- 
tribute  to  entich.      Considerations  of  tliis 
spft,  I  should  thiiik  would  have  their  weight 


to  prevent  our  legislature  from  grudging  to 
our  West  Indian  proprietors  at  this  time 
even  an  ample  income,  if  they  could  obtain 
it  from  their  possessions.  Any  thing  of  that 
sort  is,  however,  completely  out  of  the  pre- 
sent question.  So  different  is  their  condi- 
tion, that,  as  I  proved  in  my  former  letter^ 
and,  as  indeed,  seems  to  be  generally  felt  and 
acknowledged,  unless  some  new  opening  be 
eflected  for  the  consumption  of  their  pro- 
duce, the  owners  of  the  West  Indian  sugar 
estates  must  in  a  very  short  time  be  absolu'e- 
ly  juined.  I  desire  to  be  understood  literal- 
ly, when  I  affirm  that  they  must  le  ahso^ 
Lutely  ffiincd. — It  seems  to  be  agreed,  that 
justice,  ^s  well  as  policy,  demands  the  adop- 
tion of  some  measures  to  avert  this  ruin ;  I 
shall,  therefore,  not  stop  to  describe  the  ex- 
tent of  it,  or  the  horrible  consequences  which 
would  accompany  it ;  but  will  immediately 
proceed  to  suggest  some  modes  of  preven- 
tion.— 1.  In  the  first  place,  the  old  draw- 
back (what  is  called  a  bounty  in  the  case  of 
refined  sugar,  is  notoriously  in  subslanc3  no- 
thing more  tlian  a  drawback)  upon  sugar 
should  be  restored,  sucli  as  it  stood  before 
Mr.  Pitt  meddled  with  it.  This  would  pro- 
duce two  good  effects;  it  would  promote 
that  just  principle  on  which  I  have  already 
insisted,  of  alleviating  by  increased  price  the 
calamity  of  short  crops;  and  it  would  also, 
by  preventing  the  interruption  of  our  inter- 
course with  foreign  markets  for  sugars  (to 
which  Mr.  Pitt's  alteration  of  tlie  drawback 
system  gave  rise),  prevent  the  establishment 
of  new  connections  with  our  rivals,  which 
new  connections  when  once  established  it 
may  be  impossible  to  dissolve,   though  they 

might  so  easily  have  been  prevwited. 2. 

So  long  as  Buonaparte  continues  to  prohibit 
the  admission  of  our  colonial  staples  into 
the  countries  uuder  his  domination  or  in- 
fluence, wc  should  likewise  prohibit  the  ad- 
mission into  our  own  dominions  of  all  bran- 
dies and  other  spirits,  the  produce  of  Frante, 
Spain,  Holland,  Italy^  or  any  other  country 
directly  or  indirectly  under  hii  nile.  Wo 
can  certainly  do  without  those  foreign  spi- 
rits. Our  own  rums  and  spirits  distilled 
from  corn  and  sugar,  tf)gether  with  the  bran- 
dies of  Portugal,  would  abundantly  supply 
the  greatest  demand  for  spirits  that  we  can 
ever  know.  And  it  should  never  for  one 
raument  be  out  of  our  recollection,  t4iat,  as 
on  ihe  one  hand  the  preferable  use  of  spirits 
produced  in  our  own  colonies,  and  brought 
from  thence  in  our  own  shipping,  tends  ta 
enriihourown  subjects*  and  promotes  in  a 
higli  degree  a  most  valuable  nursery  of  cur 
seamen,  tlKMn'>trument  of  our  naval  great- 
ness 3  50  ou  ihe  oUier,  every  sixpence  which 
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is  paid  for  iTie  purchase  of  the  brandies  of 
France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  or  the  gin  of  Hoi- 
laud,  gives  employment  and  encouragement 
to  the  shipping  of  foreign  nations,  and  con- 
tributes in  one  way  or  other  to  the  support 
of  those  armies,  by  wliich  Buonaparte  ha*? 
made  birnscif  master  of  the  better  part  of 
Europe  ;  and  by  which,  as  his  ultimate  ob- 
ject, to  crown  bis  work  of  conquest  and  of 
ruin,  he  liopes  to  effect  the  overthrow  of 
this  our  empire  :  of  which  object  he  never 
does,  and  never  will  lose  sight 3.  A  per- 
manent addition  should  be  made  to  the  *du- 
ties  on  all  foreign  spirits.  (By  this  denomi- 
nation, I  of  course  mean  spirits  the  growth 
of  foreign  nations,  and  the  property  of  fo- 
reigners, as  cocitradistinguished  from  home 
iTKide  spirits,  our  own  rums,  the  produce  of 
pur  own  countries,  the  property  of  our  own 
subjects).  The  old  protecting  duties,  so 
called,  because  they  were  designed  to  protect 
our  rums  from  the  too  advantageous  com  e- 
tition  of  foreign  spirits,  were  altered  by  Pr. 
Pitt's  commercial  treaty  with  France  in 
37S(J,  under  which  French  brandies,  which 
l)ad  previously  been  subject  to  a  duty  of 
something  more  than  ps.  6-^  a  gallon,  were 
admitted  into  this  country  upon  paying  a 
<^uty  of  7s-  a  igallon.  All  the  duties  on  spi- 
rits have  since  been  altered  j  and  experience 
bas  incontroveitibly  prov<?c*,  that  the  present 
xates  are  not  sufficiently  favourable  to  rum, 
to  compensate  for  the  various  disadvant:iges 
incident  to  that  article,  which,  being  brought 
from  so  ,much  greater  a  distance,  pays  a 
IDUcb  higher  freight  and  insurance,  suffers 
much  more  by  leakage  in  the  voyage,  and 
evaporation  IVom  the  climate,  and  which, 
iworeover,  requires  for  its  pruduction  a  niuch 
greater  capital,  and  causes  a  much  greater 
Josa  of  interest  on  that  capital,  than  (he  fo- 
reign brandies  or  gin  of  Europe.  What  I 
have  here  stated  is  jpost  strictly  true  in  tin>e 
of  peace.  In  time  of  war,  the  disadvantages 
<of  rum  are  much  aggravated.  It  is  made  at 
much  greater  expence,  and  it  is  subjected  to 
much  more  than  double  the  peace  cost  of 
tfreight  and  insurance;  none  of  which  ex- 
traordinary expenses  affect  brandy  or  gin, 
which  are  brought  to  us  not  in  our  own 
chips,  but  in  those  of  neutral  powers.  And, 
accordingly,  it  has  repeatedly  happened  du- 
ring the  present  war,  that  the  selling  price 
bei*e  of  a  puncheon  of  rum,  made  in  our 
"WVst  Indks  at  a  great  expence,  has  actually 
been  less  than  the  cost  of  the  c-aSk,  ship- 
ment, freight,  insurance,  duty,  and  charges  ^ 
of  landing,  warehouseing,  and  sale  :  so  that 
it  would  have  been  well  for  the  planter,  if 
afrer  incurrrng  the  expense  of  distillation, 
and  all  previous  charges,  l^had  U>6t  kisnim 


by  fire,  or  had  himsdf  cau^d  it  to  be 
thrown  into  the  drain  of  bis  still-house.  IiCt 
us  suppose  a  parallel  case  to  occur  to  the 
landed  produce  of. England;  let  us  suppose 
that  by  Tbo  unlimittd  introduction  of  foreign 
corn  rai-:ed  in  a  country  where  taxes  were 
very  light,  rent  low,  hbour  cheap,  and  vvheie 
no  tithes  or  poor's  rate  existed,  the  price  of 
grain  were  to  become  so  small  in  this  king- 
dom as  not  to  defray  the  mere  cost  of  ccm- 
veyance  from  the  place  of  its  growth  (Bay- 
fordtury  for  instance)  to  market ;  .and  the 
market  toll  imposed  upon  the  sale  of  it.  I 
shall  be  thankful  to  Mr.  Baker  to  ipfonn 
.me,  how  in  such  a  state  of  things  farmers 
would  pay  their  rents,  landlords  the  interest 
U|>on  theit  mortgages,  or  either  of  them  their 
taxes  to  government.— 4.  As  the  prefer- 
able use  of  our  own  rums  instead  of  fbreigti 
spirits,  should  in  the  ouse  oi  individuals  bi 
promoted  hy  protecting  duties,  (that  is  by 
subjecting  foreign  spirits  to  such  higher  du- 
ties than  those,  paid  by  our  own  rums,  a» 
would  somewhat  more  than  countervail  the 
greater  cost  of  distilling  the  latter,  and 
bringing  them  to  market)  so  in  the  dealings 
of  government  (I  have  ivt  my  thought  more 
particularly  the  Victualling  Office  purchases 
far  supply  of  the  navy)  the  use  of  rums 
should  receive  equal  encouragement.  Now, 
as  all  spirits  supplied  to  the  Victualling  Of- 
fice are  exempted  from  duty,  the  natural 
mode  of  affording  this  encouragement  seems 
to  be,  that  tlie  ofhce  should  never  purchase 
foreign  spirits,  unless  the  price  of  our  own 
rums  exceeded  the  price  of  such  foreign  spi? 
rits  by  a  difference  greater  than  tlic  excess 
of  tlie  protecting  duties.  This  is  precisely 
what  economical  victualling  officers  would 
do  (supposing  the  articles  of  equal  goodness, 
and  about  this,  I  presume,  there  ;;dces  not 
exist  any  question)  if  they  dealt  for  the  arti- 
cles, as  other  people  deal  for  tliem,  subject 
to  tlieir  respective  duties:  and,  sure\y,  the 
mere  circumstance  that  government,  to 
avoid  the  needless  operations  of  receiving 
.  customs  and  excise  with  one  hand,  and  pay- 
ing the  amount  of  them  with  the  other,  re- 
ceives tliese  articles  duty  free,  can  make  no 
difference  in  the  reason  and  justice  of  the 
cases.  It  will  be  said,  that  under  the  pro* 
posed  practice  government  would  pay  to  the 
planter  for  rums,  a  greater  price  than  that 
for  which  brandies  might  be  had.  This  is 
most  undoirbtedly  true;  and  the  same  thing 
worfld  be  as  undoubtedly  true,  it  an  indivi- 
dual should  buy  a  gallon  of 'rum ,  and  a  gallon 
of  brandy  (subject  to  the  different  duties) 
for  the  same  price.  It  is  t|ie  natural  con- 
quence  of  pur  colonial  system  and  navig;ui«n 
laws,   f  hj5  ICt^gJish  subject  who  happens  to 
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bare  pof^esstons  in  em  We^  Indian  ialancb, 
h  compelled  to  bring  the  produce  of  tho9e 
possessions  to  tb^  Engltsb  market,  »nd  in 
English  ships.  This  condtlion  was  made 
fur  the  benefit  of  the  poblic  revenue,  of  fac- 
tors, and  others  residing  in  £ng)and }  and 
above  all,  for  the  benefit  of  the  national  na- 
vy: and  most  bighl/  has  it  benefited  all 
these.  Ill  return  tor  this  so  beneficial  con- 
dition, prohibitions  as  to  some  foreign  arti- 
cles, and  protecting  duliesasto  others,  were 
establ! /:.cd,  in  order  to  ensure  to  (he  En 
glihhjnrai  having  West  Indinn  possessions,  a 
sale  u^r  his  produce  in  the  English  n^arket, 
to  which  he  was  compelled  to  bring  that  pro- 
duce. If  the  system  be  right  as  applied  to 
every^individual  Englishman  who  purchases 
ipirits,  I  humbly  conceive  it  cannot  be  wrong 
when  applied  to  government,  purchasing 
spirits  on  account  of  the  aggregate  body  of 
Englishmen,  f  nd  for  their  use  or  benefit.  I 
believe  that,  in  fa:t,  un:il  after  the  commer- 
cial treaty  of  1/86,  rum  alone  was  the  spirit 
of  the  navy.  But,  however  iliat  may  have 
been,  to  refuse  to  apply  to  the  govi-rnment 
purchases  of  spirits,  the  principle  on  which 
the  protecting  duties  were  founded,  is  in 
fact,  to  compel  the  Englibh  sug  •  1  inter  to 
ieud  his  rums  in  English  vessejs,  under  a 
nionopoly  freight,  to  tlie  English  market, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
them,  when  he  has  so  sent  them  thither,  on 
•uch  terms  as  would  put  him  on  a  footing 
with   the  foreign  prodticers  of  other  spirits. 

^X.  X. Jan.  \2,  I60f, 

(To  h  continued) 


SLAVE  TRADE. 

^  Sir, It  is  highly  necessary  at  this  cri- 

Bis,  to  address  you  upon  the  subject  of  t>.e 
abolition  of  thfe  Slave  Trade,  before  parlia- 
ment shall  have  proceeded  to  pass  a  final  de- 
tcrnninatlon  respecting  that  most  important 
measure.  As  to  the  origin  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  it  is  superfluoug  on  the  present  occa- 
sion to  do  any  thing  more  than  briefly  to 
st^te,  that  it  was  established  by  royal  charter 
and  proclamations,  and  for  a  gr^it  number  of 
years  from  time  to  time-sanctioned,  protect- 
ed, and  encouraged,  by  divers  acts  of  tlie  Bri- 
tish legislature,  which  have  confirmed  the 
West  India  colonists  in  the  belief,  and  most 
perfect  assurance  and  confidenoe,  that  tJiey 
should  continue  to  obtain  supplies  of  labour- 
ers from  Africa,  and  th^y  have  boen  in- 
duced to  invest  their  formnes  in  the  British 
West  India*  cobnies,  by  the  unshaken  and 
full  conviction  that  assurances  solemnly 
plecked  to  them  would  not  ht  violated.  If 
the  West  India  proprietors  should  be  able  to 
sbuw  thai  they  caot^ot  cultivate  thfir  proper- 


ties without  having  recourse  to  Africa  For 
labourers ;  if  they  have  the  strpngest  reavmr. 
for  dreading  that  the  abolition  of  the  Slsve 
Trade  will  strike  a  deadly  blow  at  the  very 
existence  of  their  fortune,  and,  niy,  evet» 
involve  the  British  colonies  in  the  West  In- 
dies and  their  inhabitants  fn  one  cmnmon  . 
scene  of  niin,  desolation,  and  destriKtion  | 
surely,  it  may  then  be  confidently  aflimied^ 
that  to  persevere  in  the  accomplishment  of 
such  a  scheme,  is  a  plain  dereliction  of  all 
the  principles  of  justice,  and  an  attempt  to 
promote  the  purposes  of  humanity  to  tb© 
sons  of  Africa,  at  the  expense  of  an  immense 
sacrifice  of  the  lives  of  British  subjects,  and 
of  British  property.  The  parliamentary  do- 
ctxments  and  recent  publications,  which  have 
appeared  ttpon  the  subject  of  the  West  tndia 
trade,  Imve  most  clearly  and  satisfactorllj 
established,  that  this  country  derives  great 
commercial  advantages  in  various  ways  trom 
her  trade  with  those  colonies,  and  that  they 
are  the  most  valuable  appendages  of  the  em- 
pire. If  any  stroke  should  sever  from  Bri- 
tain that  branch  of  commerce,  can  the  inge*- 
nuity  of  any  one  suggest  to  the  nation  anjr 
mode  of  upholding  its  prosperity,  after  ?t 
shall  have  sustained  so  sev^  a  loss  ?  -  ■  It 
is  peculiarly  my  business  in  tliis  address,  to 
cafl  your  attention  to  the  ccmsequences  that 
must  result  from  an  abolition  of  the  Slav© 
Trade,  which  are  particnlarfy  alarming  to 
the  cdonists  of  the  exteasive  island  of  Jp.* 
maica.  Authentic  reports  and  returns  ha>'e 
shown  that  the  cultivation  of  cofiee  has  most 
rapidly  increased  in  that  colony  in  the  last 
seven  or  eight  years.  •  A  considerable  num- 
ber of  oo0ee  estates,  which  arc  still  only  in- 
fant settlements,  cannot  be  cultivated  with 
any  prospect  of  adi'antage,  without  obtaining 
considerable  supplies  of  labourers.  Ac  abo* 
lition  will  compel  those  cofii?e  planters  to 
sell  their  negroes  immediately,  and  theii- 
lands  will  be  of  no  value  to  them.  Let  mo- 
point  out  another  attendant  evil.  The  co- 
lony will  also  lose  the  benefit  of  their  ser- 
vices in  the  various  capacities  of  jurors,  ma- 
gistrates, and  militki  men  ready  to  defend  it 
against  both  an  internal -and  external  enemy; 
for,  after  they  shall  have  been  compelled  to 
abandon  their  plantations,  it  cannot  be  ex« 
pected  that  they  will  rexoaln  in  a  country^ 
which  %\ill  afford  them  no  opporttmities  of 
improvrng  their  fortunes,  ilieir  negibes 
hitherto  aecostotncd  to  reside  in  those  parti 
of  the  i^and  adapted  40  the  cultivation  of 
coffee,  where  a  mild  and  temperate  climat* 
prevails,  and  to  be  employed  in  light  and  easf 
work,  will  in  many  instances  be  removed  la 
a  warmer  climate,  and  will  be  engaged  in 
tb«  moM  labwoiH*em|^yiBeat  at  cultiva* 
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tiiMf  the  ?oil  for  the  production  of  canes. 
They  will,  in  short,  be  taken  away  from  their 
habitations,  and  their  gardens,    and  from 
other  comforts  endearcSd  to  them  by  habit. 
Allow  me  to.  present  to  your  view  with  the 
utmost  earnestness  aud  anxiety,  the  disas- 
trous, and  fatal  consequences  that  must  fol- 
low, if  the  measure  of  the  abolition  be  adopt- 
ed, from  a  dimination  of  the  white  popula- 
tion :  consequences  of  which  no  one  doubts, 
who  is  at  all  acquainted  with   the  local  cir- 
cumstances of  Jamaica.     The    business  of 
"West  India  estates  is  conducted   by  white 
persons,  who  reside  upon  them,  and  who 
are  at  present  induced  to  seek  their  fortunes 
in.  that  part  of  the  world     The  ground  work 
of  their  fortunes  is  laid,  whenever  they  have 
acquiVed  as  much  money,   as  will   enable 
Chem  to  purchase  a  few  negroes.      They 
continue  to  add  to  the  number  by  their  fu- 
ture savings,  and  their  credit,  and  ultimately 
become  settlers  by  purchasing  lands.     The 
white  population  of  the  colony  is  constantly 
>keptup  by  such  means,  and  a  power  e.xists, 
which  is  indispensably  necessary   for  pre- 
serving due  subordination,  and  for  affording 
the  only  eftectual  mode  of  counterbalancing 
t^e  negro  popuktion.     Atler  an   abolition 
shall  have  been  accomplished,  no  method  of 
acquiriag  a  fortune  will  present  itself  to  per- 
sons in  that  line  of  life,  and  no  adequate  in- 
iiU€ettient  can  be  held  out  to  tempt  the  de- 
scription of  white  persons,  who  have  hither- 
Co  emigrated   to  oui*  colonies  to  adventure 
thither  in  future.     It  will  be  impracticable 
to^nd  white  persons  of  good  educntion  and 
decent  manners,  disposed  to  reside  in  the 
West  Indies;  for,  theoiVer  even  ofauji^nient- 
ed'  salaries,  if  the  proprietors  could  afiord  to 
give  them,  vill  not   induce  them  to  hazard 
their  lives  in  that  unfavourable  climate.     It 
is  painful  in  the  extreme  to  contemplate  the 
wtuatiou  of  Jamaica,  which  would  then  be 
left  a  prey  to  the  schemes  of  the  negroes, 
onrestrained  by  the  presence  of  those,  to 
tvhom  they  have  been  hitherto  accustomed 
to  pay  respect  and  deference.     Without  ap- 
pealing to  the  powers  of  the  imagination  we 
may  learn  fi-om  the  sad  experience  of  the 
disasters  in  St.  Domingo,   the  fate  of  a  co- 
lony, in  which  the  bkick  power  reigns  pre- 
dominant,   and    uncontrouled. — Much  has 
been  said  by  the  supporters  of  abolition, 
with  tlie  view  of  proving  the  ability  of  Ja- 
iBaic^  te  keep  up  its  present  stock  of  negroes 
"Without  fresh  importations.     It  may  be  pro- 
|)er  to  observe  that,   independently  of  any 
>oss,  which   may  be  supposed  to    happen 
ttmong  the  ne^oes  newly  imported,  there  is 
a  great  decrease  of  the  negro  population, 
^inch  is  in  a  great  measure  attributaliie  to 


the  disprpportion  of  the  sexes,  to  promis* 
cuous  connections,  and  to  other  causes,  over 
which  no  human  care  can  exercise  any  con- 
troul.    There  are  maladiesi  peculiar  to  the 
climate  of  the  West  Indies,  which  are  pre- 
valent at  all  times,  and  reduce  in  despite  of 
all  medical  aid  and  the  utmost  attention  of 
the  proprietors,  an  efficient  labourer  into  a 
stare  of  helplessness  and  decrepitude,  and 
death  often  doses  the  scene.     A  disease  also 
exihts,  which  cuts  off  a  great  proportion  of 
vol  3  yoving  children  within  a  few  days  after 
their  bi ittis.   Ot her  disorders  producing  con • 
siderable  mortality  frequently  happen  among 
the  negroes,  and  multitudes  of  them  have 
l^erlshed  by  famiiK-  arising  from  hurricanes, 
and  have  talien  vivtiais  to  sickness  brought 
on  by  a  sca-ity.^  :u  unwholesome  diet,  w^hich 
is  one  of]  the  c  in  sequences  attendant  upou 
that  calamity.     1  am  aware  that  other  cir- 
cumstances V  hich  attach  no  blame  to  the 
proprietors,  may  he  brought  forward  as  con- 
tribuiing  to  account  for  the  decrease  of  the- 
negro  population,    and  which    have    been 
dwelt  on  by  intelligent  writers  upon  this  sub- 
ject.   PIxperience  upon  the  whole  has  proved 
in  opposition  to  fallacious  theory,  that  the 
stock  of  negroes  cannot  be  kept  up  without 
supplies  oi  labourers  from  Africa,     I  have  to' 
ask,  if  it  shall  be  impracticable  from  any  of 
these  causes  to  maintain  4  stock  of  negroes 
I  adequate  to  the  purposes  of  cultivation,  what 
is  to  become  ot  the  unfortunate  planter.after 
an  abolition   shall  be  pas8e4?  He  can  no 
where  obtain  the  number  of  negroes  required 
I  to  supply  the  losses  which  have  happened 
amung  his  labourers,  and  ruin  soon  stares 
him  in  the  face.     His  crops  are  rapidly  di- 
minished from  year  to  year;  and  he  behold^ 
the  miserable  prospect  of  debt  fast  accumu- 
lating without  possessing  the  power  by  his 
exertions  to  avert  a  total  overthrow  of  all 
his  fortune.     It  is  only  proposed  to  give  an 
outline  here  of  this  miserable  case,  but  no- 
]  thing  could  be  more  easy  than  to  fill  it  up 
with  a  detail  of  particulars.     Many  proper- 
ties are  known  to  be  encumbered  by  mort- 
gages, and  it  is  equally  Qotorious  that  the 
mortgagees  of  such  properties  have  remained 
in  possession  of  them  for  a  great  length  of 
time  past.     If  tlie  Srave  Trade  should  bt' 
abolished,  those   estates  when   restored  to 
their  owners  would  be  delivered  to  them  in 
a  state  incapable  of  yieldii^g  any  advantage 
to   them.     The   number    of   negroes    at- 
tached to  those  properties  will  be  exhausted 
j  through  a  long  lapse  of  years  fr6m  natural 
causes,  during  which  time  no  additions  to 
the  stock  have  been  made  by  purcltase  ;  for 
the  creditors  who  may  be  desirous  only  of 
atxompJishiDg  payment  of  their  demaddj  b/ 
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the  crops,  and  who  possess  neither,  the  pow* 
^r  nor  the  incriiiatiun  to  mcrease  tkeir  de- 
mands by  purchasing  negroes,  will  surrender 
the   estates,  in  want  of  the   indispensable 
means  of  flkurecuUivation.     Infants  daring 
a  long  minority  will  be  exposed  in  nume- 
rous instances  to  the  same  consequences.    In 
this  rapid  sketch  I  shall  only  glance  at  ano- 
ther circumstance,   which  may  be  appre- 
hended from  an  abolition,  and  which  it  is 
most  distressing  to  contemplate.    A  want  of 
labourers  will  be  urgently  felt  by  the  planters 
in  general,  and  a  supply  will  be  sought  for 
with  avidity,  as  the  only  means  of  averting 
iBipending  ruin.     It  will  be  impossible  to 
prevent  enectually  a  clandestine  introduction 
'   of  them.    Such  a  mode  of  procuring  negroes 
in  the  event  of  an  abolition,  may  occasion- 
ally be  resorted  to  ulider  some  difiiculties, — 
At  present,  whilst  a  planier  knows  tltat  he 
can  at.  any  ti;He  procure  the  number  of  ne- 
^oes  re(}uired  for  the  use  of  his  plantation, 
lie  takes  care  providently  to  make  a  suitable 
preparation  for  receiving  at  home  the  new 
labourers,  wl>om  he  is  desirous  vf  obtaining. 
Befvre  he  proceeds  to  purchase  tl)cm,  he 
proTldes  food,  cloathing,   and  lodging  for 
them.    He  carries  them  to  his  property,  and 
they  are  ptQ^ly  laken  care  of.     Hereafter, 
if  he  shall  be  forced  when  stimulated  by  the 
irresistible  desire  of  struggling  ag^iust  im- 
minent destrifccion,    to   have    recourse  to 
daodestine  purchiises,  be  will  be  anxioui 
not  to  forego  any  opportunity  of  procuring 
labourers,  which  may  present    itself,   and 
apprehensive  that  if  be  should  postpone  the 
buying  of  them,  his  object  might  altogether 
be  defeated,  he  will  purchase  them,  when  he 
,  is  not  prepared  to  anord  them  proper  neces- 
saries and  comforts.     I  need  not  dwell  on 
the  miserable  scenes  which  must  then  en 
auc. — It  now  remains  for  me  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  aiioiher  circumstance,  which  it  is 
moU  painful  to  dwell  on,  and  which  is  a 
source  of  great  and  well  founded  dread  ta  tlie 
colonists.    It  is  certain  tliat  an  abolition  will 
be  considered  by  tlie  negroes  as  ccimccted 
with  the  prospect  of  an  emancipation.    Even 
the  most  anlettered  and  untutored  mind  is 
capMe  of  discerning  that  the  legislature, 
which  has  proceeded  to  declare  that  no  per- 
t      son  shall  hereafter  be  brought  to  the  British 
i       colonies  in  a  state  of  slavery,  has  been  in- 
fluenced in  a  great  degt^ee  to  adopt  the-mea- 
'      lurc   frqm  an  abhorrence  of  slavery ;  arid 
^     that  much  of  what  has  been  advanced  upon 
-the  subject  has  gone  the  lengtli  of  reprobating 
the  existence  of  slavery  in  any  shape,  or  un- 
der   any    modification    whatever.     It    will 
appear  to  the  negroes  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  plantcn,  that  the  supporters  of 


aboliiiott  have  done  thera  no  «er\icc  by 
stopping  there,  and  that  on  the  contrary,  th« 
scheme  i«  fraught  with  injustice  to  thtfm.- 
The  doctrine,  which  condemns  tlie  trade,  by 
which  negroes  are  imported  into  the  Weat 
indies  in  a  state  of  slavery,  cannot  be  true  to 
its  own  prindpie,  except  it  advances  one 
step  funhcr,  and  seeks  to  annihilate  all 
slavery :  for,  if  the  importation  of  a  slave  be 
condemnable,  is  not  according  to  the  same 
train  of  reasoning  the  keeping  of  a  negro, 
who  is  already  im]iorted,  and  lus  olii»pring  in 
a  state  of  slavery,  liiibk  at  least  to  equal  se-> 
verity  of  reprehenaon  ?  1  conceive  that  no 
one  is  bold  enough  to  contend  that  emanci- 
pation ought  to  be  made  a  part  ot*  the  gene- 
ral plan  j  ami,  indeed,  I  have  the  authority  ^ 
of  the  name  of  Mr.  Pitt,  for  saying  that  such 
a  measiMie  would  be  absolute  insanity.  It  is 
apprehended  on  rery  substiUUial  grounds^  . 
that  the  abolisiviag  of  this  tnide  may  dispose 
the  minds  of  the  colonial  negroes  to  assert  a: 
their  own  time,  and  according  to  their  o\n\ 
will  atul  pleasure,  their  pretensions  to  emarw 
cipation ;  they  iiay  urgts  that  the  power, 
which  has  pat  a  final  period  to  the  slave 
trade,  ^ould  have  proceeded  ac  otice  to 
emaniipate  than,  had  it  not  been  for  tbo 
opp<»Mtion  of  their  makers ;  they  may  de- 
clare that  the  leading  abolit/onists  have  ex- 
pressed their  unwillingness  to  tolerate  for  a 
motnent  any  description  o^  slavery,  and  that 
they  have  refrained  from  urging  that  conui- 
deration  upon  the  attention -of  parJiaiTient, 
either  from  a  sense  tiiat  the  fit  time  for  pro- 
potiing  it  had  not  arrii-**!,  or  from  a  con^ic• 
tion  that  toiirterfere  to  that  extent  would  be 
assiwning  an  improper  exercise  of  |K)wer  over 
concerns  of  private  property.  Is  it  tp  be  ex* 
pected  that  the  labourers  in  the  British  West 
Il^fdia  colonies,  will  patiently  and  with  due 
submission  wait,  until  they  sliall  become 
qualified  in  the  opinion  of  some  ^f  the  abo- 
litionists to  receive  the  gift  of  freedom 
through  their  means;  or,  until,  according  to 
^  the  wild  and  fanciful  notions  of  orliers,  th« 
amelioration  of  their  condition  Arill.  grathially : 
produce  their  emancipation  from  the  free 
will  of  their  masters  >  It  is  to  be  dreaded, 
that  the  fiegroes,  sensible  that  they  i>ofsess  a 
great  superiority  of  numbers,  and  that  rlxeir  " 
constitutions  and  habits  of  life  rcnd«fr  them 
able  to  contend  with  manifest  advantage  ^1 
countries  abounding  in  fastnesfies,  and  pecu- 
liniiy  favourable  to  their  mode  of  warfare, 
will  bring  forw.vd  at  no  distmit  day,  after 
the  abolition  shall  be  passed,  their  claims  to 
fTee4o4ii,  and  defy  all  that  can  be  done 
ngainst  them  by  the  combined  efforts  of  a 
diminished  white  population,  and  of  any 
proportion  of  regular  miiit  Jy  force,  whi4l 
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can  be  employed  in  endeavouring  to  <jueH 
their  rex'olt  Tlieir  minds  will  be  diic^ii- 
l«n<ed  by  ihe  hardsliips  produced  b)^'  theabo- 
lition»  for  they  wil)  fiooii  observe  with  paiu 
apd  vexation,  that  their  owners  debarred  of 
the  usual  opportunities  of  obtaining  i'eilow 
iaboarers  to  assist  them  in  their  occupations; 
will  be  compelled  to  augment  their  work 
with  the  view  of  postponing  as  long  as  they 
can,  impending  ruin.  This  awful  crisis  wiii 
come,  wlien  in  consequence  of  ihe  abolition 
the  while  population  of  the  colonies  has  been 
considerably  lessened,  and  when  the  negroes 
looliing  around  them,  in  a  country  almost 
deititale  of  white  inhabitants,  will  see  no 
force  capable  of  affording  any  effectual  oppo- 
sition to  their  .schemes.  Desolation  may 
rben  rear  its  head  unmolested,  and  tlie  Bri- 
tish ccilonies,  but,  more  especially,  the  ex tct>- 
five  island  of  Jamaica  at  such  a  tremendous 
time,  could  expect  no  relief  from  any  num- 
ber of  military  troops,  whose  efforts  would 
be  unavailing  in  attempting  to  conteiid 
Against  a  baneful  climate,  ind  the  thousands- 
n|)on  thousands  of  their  opooDents  inured  to 
the  sitnatioQ,  in  whxh  thej  bad  chosen  to 
act,  aod  deriving  a  most  powerful  auxiliary 
in  the  nature  uf  the  country.  From  these 
considerations  I  am  led  to  conclude,  that  the 
abolition  of  the  slave  trade  would  occasion 
diminished  commerce,  diminished  revenue, 
and  diminislied  nwigatiou ;  and  in  the  end 
tap  and  totally  remove  the  great  corner  stone 
of  firitish  prosperity,  by  tl>e  accomplishment 
of  the  total  overtlirow  and  deUiuctioD  of  her 
cvionies.— Mbnto*. 

DOMESTIC  OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
Becapturb  OF  Buenos  Ayr£S.     From  the 
London  Gaxetle.  -  Downin^'Sireet,  Janu- 
ary %7>  IW, 

Dispatches,  of  which  the  following  are 
copies,  have  been  received  by  the  right  hon, 
W.  Windham,  one  ofliis  majesty's  princi- 
pal Secretaries  of  State,  from  Lieut.  Cd. 
JBackhouse,  commanding  a  detachment  of 
bis  majesty's  land  forces,  in  the  River  de  la 
Plata. 

Royal  Charlotte  (Transport),  off  Monte 
Video,  Oct.  13,  180().--Sin,  Understand- 
ing that  a  vessel  is  to  sail  immediately  for 
Knglend,  I  do  myself  the  honour  to  transmit 
to  y^Mi  a  copy  of  a  letter,  addressed  to  Lieut. 
Gen.  Sir  D.  Baird,  in  obedience  to  whose 
orders  I  sailed  on  the  2C)th  Aug.  last,  with 
1st  batt.  47th  reg.  for  the  pitrpose  of  joining 
Major  G^n.  Beresford,  in  South  America. 
"  Royal  Charlotte  (Transport),  off  Monte 


"Reeapiurg  ^Sumos  Ayres,  [I9S 

Video.  dfC^i.  13. ) 80(5— Sit,  Ihavd  the  ho- 
nour to  acquaint  your  exceilencv,  that,  ow 
my  arrival  here,  rhad  the  monihc^iion  to 
find  the  city  ot  Buenos  Ayres  re caprured,  and 
that  Major  Gen.  BeresJird,  withcic  forcwi 
under  Ids  command  (at\eranh)Bt  able  and 
g^iiant  defence),  had  been  made  prisoners 
of  war,  so  far  back  as  fiie  12th  of  Aug.  last. 
Hjvingniriwd  la?»t  night,.  I  am  not,  at  thin 
raon)ent,  suilkientiy  acquainted  wi»ti  the 
p::ni(.:uiar8,  to  en:iale  ttie  ti  detail  thctn, 
though  I  presume  due  and  full  infcrmaticjii 
of  ttiis  unfortunate  and  injp-'rant  even*^, 
mnsr  have  been  transmitted  to  yon  soon  aiter 
its  occurence.  You  are  aware.  Si i,  xh-A  tlie 
command  of  his  majesty's  land  foices,  ct 
present  in  this  Rivtr,  devolves  upon  me  ; 
widi  which,  in  co-operation  with  the  squa* 
dron  under  Sir  Home  Popha»n,  it  is  my  in* 
tendon  to  occupy  a  fa\ourat)ie  position,  uti- 
til  a  reinforcement  shall  arrive,  or  J  may 
l)e  honoured  with  your  further  instructions  ; 
and  trust  that,  by  an  early  opportunity,  I 
shall  be  able  to  attbrd  you  a  satisfactory  re* 
port  of  my  arrangements  and  operations  in 
carrying  your  designs  into  execution.  And 
am,  5cc." 

The  imtnediate  departure  of  the  shi|>  for 
England,  and  the  situation  in  which  I  6Ad 
m}«elf  unexpectedly  placed,  prevent  any 
further  communication  than  what  iscontain* 
ed  iu^the  preceding  letter.  1  hmre  the  ho- 
nour to  be,  &c.  T.  J.  Backuouu,  CoI» 
commanding  47ih  reg. 
Copy  of  a  Dispatch  /row  Lieut,  Col,  Back* 

ApauTf,    l»  the.  Right  Hon.  IV.  mndhnm^ 

dated  Maidonado,  on  the  Miver  de  Pialtt, 

ZUl  Oct,  I8O6. 

SiE,  In  my  letter  of  the  13th  instant^ 
I  had  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  of  my 
letter^  of  the  same  date,  to  His  Ex.  Lt.-CH?n. 
Sir  li.  Baird,  apprizing  him  of  my  arrival  tn 
the  River  Plata,  and  of  my  intention  to  occo* 
py  a  position  on  shore,  to  await  his  furtker 
orders.  I,  in  consequence,  itumediatefy 
reconnoitred,  from  one  of  ^le  tngates^ 
which  carried  mc  sufficiently  close  in  sbor« 
for  the.  purpose ;  the  works  of  tl>e  place,  an<l 
the  positions  ai^d  defences  in  the  vici-> 
nity  of  Monte  Video,  from  wlikh  I  forcnted; 
as  the  most  eligible  mode  of  attack,  tlie  i^a 
of  being  able  to  carry  Ihe  town  and  citadel 
by  assault,  on  the  south  faoe  edging  on  the 
water,  in  co-operation  with  the  sliips  of  tbe 
squadron,  under  Coramod»iie  Sir  Ilotno 
Popham,  whicli  were4o  sJlencethe  bat^erie^ 
on  tliat  face,  so  as  to  enable  the  troops  %o 
land  and  enter.     7b  be  continued. 
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TO  THE 

FREE  AND  INBEPENDENT  ELECTORS 

OF  THE 
CITY  AND  LIBERTIES  bF  WESTMINSTSA. 

LETIER  VI. 

GENTLEMll^^5 
To  the  letter,  wiiich  I  now  have  the  ho- 
noor  to  address  to  you,  upon  the  subject  pro- 
mised in  tny  last  (p.  00),  I  have  chosen  for 
loy  motto  a  verse   from  a  writer,,  who,  to 
profundity  of  thought  and  brilliancy  of  ge- 
nius united  virtue  incorruptible ;  and  who, 
though  the  rertection  is  painful,  is  almost  the 
oniy  poet,  ancient  or  modern,  who   nex-er 
prostituted  his  pen  to  the  flattering  of  princes 
or  mi-nisters,   and  whose  memory,  for  that 
sole  reason,  has  been  ba^ely  calumniated  by 
benetice-hanting,  or  pensioned,  critics.     In 
the  wise  and  just  mind  of  this  our  celebrated 
countryman,  yon  see,  gentlemen,  in  vrliat 
degree    of    estimation     play -actors    stood. 
What,  then,  would  this  writer,  who  was  so 
indignant  at  !»eeing  f^ch  persons  admitted  to 
any  share  of  familiarity  with  men  of  rank  j 
>«'bat  would  he  have  saiil ;  where  >  ould  even 
his  elotiuence  havfi  toiuid  terms  adequate  to 
the   expressing    of   that   indignation,   that 
sharoe  for  his  countr}%  v\hich  he  must  have 
felt  at  seeing  the  play-actors  of  Westminster 
assuming  a  sort  of  corporate  and  political 
capacity  ;  standing  forward  in  a  body  to  join 
the  b6dy  of  the  nobility  and  that  of  the  cler- 
gy; with  them  co-operating  to  stifle  your 
voice  J  and,  Anally,  inviting,  in  the  manner 
Of  other  corporate  bodies,  a  member  of  par- 
liament to  a  feast,  given  by  them  in  celebra- 
tion* of  bis  and  their  political  triumph  ? 
'   Upon  the  meanness  of  Mr  Sheridan's  ac- 
ceptiiig  of  a   feast  at  such  hands  I  shall  say 
nothing;  and  tiic  only  use  I  shall  make  of 
the  fact,   that  this  drunken  feast  was  given 
lipon  a  Sunday,   is,  to  draw  your  attention, 
for  a  moment,  to  the  professions  upon  whi(?h 
these  and  others  of  our  enemies  ground  iheir 
claim  of  preference  to  us.  We  are,  by  them, 
represented .  as  men  who  wish  to  destroy  all 
erder,  regular  government,    and   religion; 
and  this  they  have  the  audacity  to  urge  against 
ps  in  the  face  of  all  their  profligacy,  public 
and  private,'  political   and  moral.     While 
thtff  are  violating  every  law,  human  and  di* 
fine ;  whtla  Uieir  exampk  is  an  eQj:9arage- 
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ment  to  those  who  are  already  wicked,  and 
iti  solving  the  seeds  of  wickedness  in  mindi 
hitherto  free  from  guilt ;  while  they  are,  to 
use  the  words  of  Churchill,  "  daring  dam- 
**  nation  face  to  iwct,'*  they  have  the  un- 
Ibearable  insoleirce  to  accuse  us  of  a  desire  to 
overturn  **  every  thing  honourable  and  sa- 
•*  cred."  And,  gentlemen,  we  should  al- 
ways bear  in  mind,  that,  as  against  us,  there 
has  been  a  cordial  union  between  the  proo 
fligate  and  the  hypocrite ;  artd  that,  whil^ 
the  latter  has  been  even  bribing  and  suborn- 
ing in  order  to  oh'am  the  means  of  punish- 
ing the  petty  ^  icious,  he  has  been  giving 
his  voice,  heard  in  an  j'Sth  before  God,  fo^ 
the  purpose  of  renderin*^  triumphant  great 
and  notorious  vice.  The  trnthis,  ho\<rever, 
that  this  combination  is  by  nO  means  unha- 
tural.  The  h)'pocrite  and  the  profligate, 
tboug<i  pursuing  different  courses,  hat'e,  in 
all  political  matters,  the  same  piiq^ose  irt 
view,  nwmely,  to  live  upon  the  truit  of  the 
labour  of  the  people;  and,  therefore,  against! 
us  they  naturally  combine. 

Our  enemies,  enemies  with  whom  w^ 
must  remain  at  war  until  we  have  trampled 
them  under  our  feet ;  those  enemies,  in  aii- 
swer  to  all  our  complaints,  briefly  refer  us  to 
the  law,'  Well,  then,  that  law  which  has 
afforded  such  ample  protection  to  them ; 
that  law  which  makes  Richard  Brinsley  She- 
ridan *'  Right  Honourable  ;'*  that  law  whicii 
Compels  us  to  pay,  out  of  the  fruit  of  our  la-" 
hour,  mors  than  ten  thou«a!id  pounds  a  year 
to  the  elder  and  the  younger  Sheridan,  whiW 
the  former  openly  declares,  that  he  is  ready 
to  assist  in  making  us  yield  up  "  even  the 
•*  necessaries  of  life ;"  that  same  law,  or* 
code  of  laws,  denominate  play-actors,  rtfja- 
honds;  and,  shnll  we  be  called  illiberal^ 
Shall  ^'c,  bv  cant  like  this;  calculated  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  silencing  the  voice^of  truth ;' 
shall  we,  by  this  despicable  cant,  be  deterred 
from  appealing,  in  onr  defence,  to  that  la\\r 
which  our  enemies  never  fail  to  plead  agr.ins^ 
OS  ?  luf  such  society,  in  the  midst  of  a  drun- 
ken feast,  and  upon  the  Sabbath-day,  to  pre- 
vent the  people  from  profaning  which  so  ma- 
ny severe  laws  have  been  passed,  and  which 
laws  are  now  so  rigidly  executed;  such  was, 
you  will  agree  with  me.  Gentlemen,  a  very 
suitable  occasion-  m  the  Shtrldan^  tp  bda^c 
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of  their  high'ilood,    AncJ,  here,  before  I 
proceed  to  any  remarks  upon  these  disgust- 
ixig  boasts,  I  beg  leave  to  remind  you  of  cer- 
.-tain  expressions  in  the  last  Election  Lett«r  of 
tte  e^er  Sheridan,     la  that  letter  he  says:- 
'*  as  to  Mr.  Cobbett,  believe  nie,  there  can 
•'  be  no  iiae  in  continuing  to  detect  and  ex- 
'*  |>ose  th6  gross  and  scutrilous  untruths, 
^\  ^^hkh  \M~fHUuret    his  -habits,    and  bis 
"  cavkstj,  compel  him  to  deal  in.*'    To  you, 
pentlemen,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say, 
that»  as  far,  at  least,  as  related  to  the  cause, 
in  which  we  were  engi^ed,  falsehood  was 
not  needed,  and  that,  iu  fact,  I  had  recourse 
to  none;  and,  while  I  leave  you  to  deter- 
mine, whether   my  '*  nature  and  habits*'' 
compel  me  to  deal  iu  falsehood,  I  trust  you 
will  indulge  me  for  a  few  muiutes  while  I 
expose  the  pretensions  to  superiority  ia  [na- 
ture and  in  habits,   put  forward    by  this 
**  Right  Honourable'*  Gentleman.     He  told 
the    play*actors,    who,     by-tlie-by,    were 
)|tmongst  the  very  lowest  even  of  that  tribe, 
that  he  had  roya/'blood  flowing  in  his  veins : 
**  that  he  has,*'  said  Munden,  in  a  whisper 
to  Matthews,  "  for  the  only  time  1  ever  saw 
'*  his  father  he  was    hng  of  Denmark,** 
llunden  was  right  sp  far>  but,  I  by  no 
means  pretend  tq  s^y,  tliat^  considering  how 
mimerous,   according    to  all   account,  lliid 
kings  of  Ireland  formerly  were,  the  Sheri- 
dans  may  notliave  bten  descended,  in  one 
way  or  another  from  some  of  them.    You 
ihall  never  meet  with  an  Irish  soldier,  who 
fannot  very  easily  trace  his  birth  downwards 
irom  a  royal  house ;  but,  because  it  is  possi- 
ble; because  there  is  some  old  story  gouig, 
that  the  Sheridan *s  ancestors  were,  in  old 
time,  at  the  head  of  some  little  band  of  bog- 
trotung  savages^  shall  we  seriously  be  told, 
that  the  presetit  Sheridans  are  of  royal  de- 
f^ent?  '^lien  kiAg  Bull-^Dog,  or  King  Corn- 
Planter,  from  the  back  woods  oif  America, 
\tl9ntic  cities  and  strut 
^ir  heads  decorated  with 
or  two  of  tawny  paints 
heir  heeli,  stopping  at 
\x  to  beg  a  bit  of^  bread, 
airs  are  ilie  tttbdect  of 
et,  tbere^  In  t&tMC  «an- 
lo  rtdiculoos  aiid   con- 
st of  the  Sheridans,  sur- 
mic  crew  at  the  Theatre 
\  I  once  before  observed, 
there  be.  any  calling  lower  than  all  other 
call'mgs;  if  there  be  any  qpe  beyopd  «U 
comparison  the  most  degrading,  it  is  surely 
that,  ^herein  the  operator,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  food  and  raiment,  exhibits  his 
'  person,  dis|>]ays  his  limbs,  >a^  strains,  his 
voice  ior  tac  amusen^cat  of  the  spectators^ 
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hisslijgs  and  peltings  it  is  a  part  of  his  pro- 
fession to  submit  with  a  sniile  and  a  bow.  * 
lliese,  however,  appear  to  have  been  th«f 
very  circumstances,  whlcb-served  to  cement 
the  Sheridans  and  the  play-actors.     Sympa* 
thy  IS  generally  much  more  powerful  than 
simple  compassion  \  and,  though  the  hissingr 
and  pelttngSi  which  the  elder  Sheridan  laid 
endured,  during  tlie  election,  were  calculated 
to  excite  compassion  in  bosoms  not  tranied 
and  disciplined  to  the  entertaining  of  that 
feeling,  yet,  I  much  question,  whether  ih* 
feast  of  the  play-actors  wodd  e^»er  have  taken' 
place,  had  not  the  hosts;  each  of  whom 
would  run  into  a  river  or  a  fire  at  the  hiss  of 
a  gander  or  the  sight  of  an  orange-peel,  felt,' 
from  the  bottom  of  their  hearts,  that  the 
cause  of  Mr.  Sheridan  was  their  own. 
To  return  to  die  boast  of  roypl  blood :  item 
what  ancestors  Mr.  Sheridan's  father  might 
have  sprung  I  shall  leave  to  be  discovered  by 
tliose,  who,  like  Mr.  Chalmers,  delight  in 
painful  and  useless  searches  into  obscurity  f 
nor,  as  I  -^xM  freely  confess,  should  I  be  at 
all  surprized,  if  tlie  inquiry,  heartily  under« 
taken  by  some  such  laborious  person,  were 
to  lead  to  a  discovery,  that  our  hero  actually 
is  descended  from  some  sovereign,  whosi  ' 
dominion  bore  a  resemblance  to  that  of  m 
king  of  the  Gipseys.    Butj   in  the  mean 
while,  you.  Gentlemen,  as  well  as  I,  hayo 
before  you  this  simple  and  .undeniable  fact^ 
that  Mr,  Sheridan's  father  was  apiay-ajctor} 
a  play-actor,    loo,  not  like  the  Kemblesj 
whose  rare  endowments  and  whose  excellent 
characters  serve  to  screen  from  universal 
contempt   a    profession,    the    followers  ot 
which  hate  and  envy  them  in  return  5  not  9 
play-actor  of  this  description  j  but  a  play- 
actor of  the  lowest^  of  the  very  lowest  cast, 
of  ^  cast  not  less  low,  and  that  is  saying 
much,  than  any  one  of  the  hosts  of  the  din- 
ner, given  in  honour  of  his  son.    Whence 
his  mother  sprang  it  would  be  useless  to  at- 
tempt to  ascertain;  but,  when  Mr. Sheri- 
dan,   the  accomplished,  the    liberal,    th« 
"   gentlemanly,**    the     high-blooded    Mr, 
Sheridan,  in  a  public  letter,  sent  to  be  pub- 
lished by  hina  from  all  the  daily  presses, 
thinks  it  ftgprous  to  assert,  that  my  nature 
and  my  hiwfff  compel  me  to  deal  in  vulgar 
falsehoods,  I  am  sure,  gentlemen,  that  yoo 
will  not  think  the  question  mi^laced,  if  % 
ask  him,  whether  my  habits,  contracted  in 
tending  of  birds  and  the  driving  of  plongh* 
were  more  likely  j^o  engender  or  confirm  m 
base  disposition,  tti^n^were  his  habits,  whenj 
with  9^—^'  walk  in  Ladies  and  Gentkineo,"* 
•7«be  .stood  at  the  door  and  received  the  tix«i 
pcnces,  at  his  fttj^'s  recitations  in  IbrVkOet 
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iKwtfi  tteett-**-^  tDttch  for  the  hYgfa- 
blood  of  th«  «kjbr  Sberidan.  Now  for  that 
of  die  ioQ»  who,  U  lh«  tiihe  <hat  he  was  re- 
GVivtDg  nearly  four  thoutaDd  pounds  a  year 
a%CEipt»nof  a  regiment  serving  abroad,  aud 
ssiM^ttter  Mailar  General  of  Ireland  (a  per- 
•Qioluiriiig  beeo  placed  upon  tire  pension  list, 
it€wdve  faeindred  pounds  a  year,  t#  make 
wiqr  for  htflu  in  tlib  latter  capacity),  was,  as 
yoQ.  will  ruBember,  a  principtu  actor  in 
Aoae  acaodaboa  scenes,  whidi,  on  the  part 
of  •c«r  «iiedika,  were  exhibited  daring  the 
<lfctioa  at  Westminster  ^  and  who,  at  a 
IMiMie  4^BA^t  made  a  speech  (if  such  it 
tPlgiitto  be  eaUed)^  in  which  he  representee^ 
the  candidate  of  oor  choice  as  being  of  uri* 
gm  «o  low  and  base,  as  **  that  be  (the 
*'  jTOonger  Sheridan)  should  raise  him  in 
'*  the  estimatioa  of  society  by  kicking  him 
"  iwtofit/'  now  for  the  !iigh-blood  of  this 
mma,  Uta  ^itlier  we  know ;  and,  as  to  his 
modier,^  it  is  a  fact -pretty  generally  known  ; 
ttt  Jeasl»  it  is  a  fact  which  is  undeniably  true, 
tjiunt  she  was  the  daughter  of  a  fiddler  at 
Batb»  which  fiddler  actually  got  his  bread 
lif  fiddling,  atid  by  the  teaching  of  others  to 
6ddle^  and  dance,  and  which  daughter  got 
bc^  livipg  by  singing  for  hire.  Both  father 
Ji0d  daughter  were,  we  will,  for  argument's 
fafce,  so^^se,  upon  a  footing  in  point  of 
Sioialfty,  with.  tbi9  parents  of  Mr.  PauU  j 
^tety  Gentlemen,  without  presuming  to  dic- 
tate, eqwciaily  in  matters  of  taste,  to  other 
f^sisoos,  I  muit  lake  tlie  liberty  of  saying, 
that  if  it  shall  please  God  to  give  me  life  to 
choose  for  my  children,  the  boys  shall  be 
journeymen  tailors  rather  than  roaster  fid- 
dlers, and  the  girls  use  tlieir  hands  for  hire 
all  their  lives  long,  rather  than  their  throats 
for  one  single  hour,  thou^  the  wages  of 
that  hour  were  a  fcriune  surpassing  the 
sums,  which  the  Sheridans  uniied  now  aa- 
Ottally  draw  from  the  labour  of  the  people, 
———Here,  Gentlemen,  1  should  dismiss  the 
loathsome  topic  of  high-blop^,  had  not  the 
elder  Sheridan,4at  this  same  play-actors*  dhi- 
ner,  rispeated  his  boast  relatii^  to  his  •*  no- 
**  ble  •  associates,  Mr»  Berkeley  Craven,  Mr. 
Uncoln  Stanhope,  Lord  Petersliam  (who 
aneaked  away  at  ray  approach  thvoug!i  one 
iialf  of  the  streets  in  theparisliesot  St.  Mar- 
garet and  St.  John),  Lord  Barrymore,  aud 
the  Severend  Mr.  Barry.  To*  attempt  a 
acmtinizing  inquiry  into  the  OKIGIN  of 
these  gentlemen  woald  be  indecorous  in- 
deed $  but,  as  to  their  pretensions  to  snpe- 
librity  over  us,  as  pnblic  men,  we  will  take 
the  Uberty  to  say  a  few  words.  What  was 
tittered  verbally,  it  would  be  impossicde  to 
iword  correctly  i  bat,  let  the  several  pobli- 
oatioof,,  W  both  aide^  be  «xari{to«d,-«nd 
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there  is,  I  am  persuaded,  no  impartial  n  .  , 
who  will  not  say,  that  the  suppurter.s  ot  .^n  • 
Sheridan  were  farmed  by  naf.i^e,  or  Uy  ha 
bit,  to  ht  ruled  ly  us;  who  su;>poricil  M.. 
Paull  J  and,  Gentlemen,  though  ilicy  bippv.!! 
to  be  upheld  by  a  stite  of  things  calailat^j  to 
favour  them,  I  hope  theie  arc  none  cimon;  t 
us  so  base  as  to  believe,  that  it  is,  from  ih.t 
fact  to  be  concluded,  that  they  nreour  «up<  - 
riors.  The  whole  of  their  proceedings,  liie 
whole  of^tbeir  publications,  whether  in  <<)in 
mittees,  or  by  individ'-ah,  bespt^Ke  ihi»  b  - 
ren,  tlie  mean,  and  venal  m  iui.  Nv>;'o  ^ 
address,  not  one  hand-bill,  not  one  <;in,;e 
sentence,  did  there  appear,  .  pun  this  siuL*, 
which  could,  even  by  )Onsil)  lity',  exc'te,  i'l 
the  breastof  a^rpff  man,  a  feeliiig  fiv»  nin.^l^ 
to  their  views.  From  he  bcginnini*  u:  :L^ 
end  of  the  contest,  tl  ey  d.&tuvereJ,"  iu  all 
they  said  and  in  all  thty  wp>te,  a  toul  waiu 
of  foresight  andof  talf  t,'a  uilicrcnt,  ::n  h? 
reditary,  and  incorrigible  st'.'pidity,  ih  tf-.r 
wiitings  1  will  put  up';n  record  one  .<  .i.r  i,^ 
wHich,  while  it  will  servo  to  ennb  .  n  c.  C/ 
judge  of  the  literary  abiiittes  of  ciir  h  -y.i- 
blooded  opponents,  miy  also  s^^t  ve  js  uo  w  y 
unsatisfaclory  answer  to  Dr  KhO\,  ''hf^  '  r.- 
tends,  that  an  acquaintance  with  Uie  '*  '>\;;ti- 
**,ed  languages'*  is. absolutely  ihc.  '^  ly  ;> 
the  rightly  understanding  of  oi.r  own.  "TIj;? 
p^per,  which  I  am  abcu  o  cite  Is  6n  ■  i.:k.  :!> 
almost  ptinniscuously,  fron)  ,i:nongst  1  r. - 
dreds^..  It  consists  of'ceilain  rc^olutlMiS, 
signed  at  a  meeting  in  St.  Jarri*s'.s  pnr.-h, 
*'  the  honourable'*  Lincoln  Sranhope  in  ihe 

chair,  and  is  worded  as  follows ; '*  Re- 

"  SOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY,  That  the  Rii^ht 
"  Honourable  Ritl^ird  Brin^Uy  Sheridan 
'*  has  uniformljr  conducted  himscll  in  par- 
**  liament,  during  twenty-sir  y*ars,  m  a 
"  manner  as  to  deserve  well  of  his  country, 
"  —-that  he  has  proved  himself  to  be  a  m.iii 
*'  independent  and  full  of  integrity, — that 
**  he  has  always  acted  up  to  ihose  principles 
^  which  he  has  invariably  professed,  nameli/^ 
^^  A  Triend  to  his  King  and  Country-,  A 
*'  Friend  to  the  Constituiinn^  and  Liberties 
^  of  the  People. — ^Under  the  impression  of 
"  these  sentiments  this  naeeting  do  now  pass 
**  a  vote  of  thanka  to  the  Right  Honourable 
"  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan,  for  his  pntirio- 
"  tic  conduct  on  all  occasions ;  and  do  hoje; 
/'  by  pledge  themselves  "/o  support  him,,  in 
"  order  to  assist  hint  in  carrying  his  election,, 

*' jointly  tvith   Sir  Samuel  Hood. Re- 

^'  SOLVED  UNANiMox/SLT,  that  thetlianks  of 
"  the  committee  be  voted  to  the  HonourabJ!>' 
*'  Lincoln  Stanhope,  for  his  aWt?  conduct  in 
*'  the  chair,  and  hjs  particular  attention  to 

^'  theinterestof  Mr.  Sheridan (Signed) 

'*  iA,vccoun  Sta)»h#?s."— \is  to  the^en- 
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tiiuents  expressed,  and  facts  stated,  here,  all 
'the  world  kuows  the  former  to  be  hypocriti- 
cal and  the  latter  false.  Bijt,  it  is  tlie  want 
olLileiu,  I  he  incomparable  stupidity,  edii- 
teitfcwlia  this  writing,  for  his  aZ'/t' conduct  in 
having  dra'un  up  which  this  Lincoln  Stan- 
hope is  thanked,  and  which  resolution  of 
thanks  he  himself  sifi;ns,  that  I  wished  to 
p  >:nt  out.  Talk  of  tailors^  indeed  !  I  much 
ijuestion  if  there  lie  a  tailor  in  the  city  of 
Westminster,  where  there  Jtre,  probably,  ten 
thcnisand  tailors,  who  would  not  draw  up  a 
resolution  more  correctly,  and  nior^^  in  a 
scholar-like  manner,  than  tliis  is  drawn 
up.  Veriiy,  it  is  not  for  a  man  lik»this  to 
despise  tailors;  for,  to  their  iug<;miity  he 
evidently  owes  much  m<;re,  in  th«  way  oi 
being  made  a  gentleman,  than  to  father, 
mot  hen,  and  preceptor  united.  Stripped  of 
what  the  tailor  has  contributed,  he  instantly 
•si!ik3,  in  the  scale  of  animated  nature,  to  a 
place  beneath  that  of  the  rat.  Yet,  I  will 
warrant  yow,  gentlemen,  tnat  this  Lincoln 
Sianhop^had  had  his  time  at  the  University; 
that  he  has  swaggered  about  ior  years  in  a 
black  gown  and  conjuring  cap ;  and,  it 
would  uui.lw  very  marvellous,  it  some  deri- 
.gA  teacher  of  the  **  learned  languages"  had 
had  a  benefice  bestowed  upon  him  as  a  re- 
■ward  for  having,  superintended  the  culture 
of  this  precious  scic>ii  of  nobihty.  Nay  ;  let , 
them  writhej  It  was  from  their  hand  that  * 
tV  iipit  btaiie  wpSfifliiisg  J  and,  I  coutid^iilly 
Irust,  that,  from  our  jinnd  will  go  the  kt^t. — 
I  shall  be  told,  that  a//  the  nobility  are  not 
like  .1  he  open  hupporters  of  the  Sheridans. 
Certainly  not ;  God  forbid  ihey  should ! 
But,  I  c<innot  help  remembering,  that,  while 
many  of  them  combined  aganist  us,  not  oijlc  of 
thorn  voted  on  our  aide;  and  I  was  told,  that 
even  that  famous  lil)eriynian,  Lord  *  *,  gavea 
hundred  poungs  to  the  bheridau  Mir^-cripiion. 
So  much  the  i)etJer,  perhaps;  we  ha\e  no^ 
thing  to  thank  tbvm  for.  They  jdid  us  no 
good,  and  all  the  harm  they  were  able.  \\*o 
owe  ihenj  nothir.g.  To  ihe  Sheridans  they 
give  their  voices  and  their  nu)ney  j  and  to 
,  the  She*  idans  let  then),  if  need  should  be, . 
1  )ok  lor  sacrifices.  For  my  part,  I  shall  ne- 
ver forget  their  conduct  upon  that  occasion  j 
and  1  iiu-it,  Gentlemen,  that  there  are  very 
lev/  of  yoa,  who  will  not,  upon  all  future 
occasion^,  bear  it  in  mind. 

The  Sheriduns  took  the  opportunity  af- 
forded them  by  the  play-actor's  dinner  to 
advert  to<in  occurrence, which  to.;k  place  in 
liio  year  Ib03,  relative  to  a  chulleni^^,  which 
the  younger  Sheridan  taiti  he  sent  me.  Uhe 
elder  Sheridan  lii  st  told  his  respeciaLle  hoso, 
ti.at  his  son  would  soon  put  me  .down  •, 
Av hereupon  the  son  rose  and  sai^i,  .tlAai,  in 


consequence  of  a  brutal  attack,  wli4ch  I  bad 
njade  upon  his  father,  he  went  to  my  hoiisfe» 
with  a  cane,  intending  to  **  thrtufih**  me  ^ 
but,  fmding  that  I  was  not  at  home,  he 
^*  afterwards  thought  it  best  to  offer  itie  a 
"pistol,  and  MToie  to  me  for  the  purpose  % 
"  out  that  this  valiant  Mr.  Cobbett  gav« 
"  for  answer,  that  he  never  fought  duels. " 
Gentlemen,  here  are  two  falj»hoodg.  He 
never  dared  to  come  to  my  house ;  and  lie 
never  wrote  me  a  challenge.  I  had,  if  I  re- 
collect well,  two  notes  froHi  him,  complaixv- 
ing  of  the  attack,  as  he  called  it,  upon  bis 
father;  and,  I  remember,  that,  in  answer  to 
the  last,  I  concluded  by  saying,  that  I  sup- 
posed, tliiit,  now  he  was  become  a  soiULer,  it 
wduld  be  of  .service  to  him  to  acquire  sot»e 
little  reputation  for  bravery;  and  that, 
therefore,  in  order  to  embolden  him  to  send 
mca  challenge,  1  would  tell  hirn  before- 
hand, I  hat  I  never  fought  duels,  ^fjtir  tbit 
the  Lcro  sent  me  a  noie»  which,  I  suppose* 
he  has  kept  as  a  copy  of  the  challenge !  But^ 
identic  men,  though  this  document  may  be 
very  valuable  as  an  heir-loom  in  the  royal 
family  of  Sheridan,  I  submit  to  you  how.tar 
it  can,  with  propriety,  be  considered  as  a 
dialleiige.  As  to  the  insinaatioq,  that  I  kept 
out  of  his  bight,  notI)ing  can  be  more.false. 
I  gave  particular  dire  ction.H,  that,  jf  he  .came, 
he  shpiild  be  shown  up  to  mt^  imta^'ately  ; 
*and  r  had  armed  myselt'  with -Kolhrng  bot*- 
hofse-whip,  with  which,  had  he  been  tiaucy, 
I  was  resolved  to  belabour  him  as  long  air  my 
arm  would  have  held  out ;  I  was  resolved  to  * 
send  him  back  to  fiond- street  in  a  wt»rse 
plight  tlian  ever  soldier  descended  frono  the  ^ 

haiberts. But;  Gentlemen,    1  roust  uot  ' 

pass  over  the  curious  cau«»eof  this  pretebded 
challenge.  Jt  w^s,  he  says,  a  brutal  attack 
made  by  me  upon  his  father.  So,  you  see, 
supptwing  him  to  h«ive  spoken  the  truth 
(.uid  that  is  never  asuppo.sition  to  be  hastily 
adopted'^,  his  father,  the  otfended  party,  was  - 
for  lij^juiiig  me  by  prexy ;  and,  uith  a  de- 
gree  of  pjiernal  ienderncss  truly  worthy  of 
the  royal  house  of  Sheridan,  f  xed  upouhi* 
only  sou  as  a  suustiiufce  -y  or,  supposlug  thV  - 
father  to  have  guessed  at  the  sort  of  combat 
that  would  ensue,  it  was  serving  the  sou  a;5 
Hudibras  would  have  serve'd  bis  'Squire, 
shitied  llie  flogging  to  his  shoulders  from  hi.'i 
own.  What,  too,  was  this  **  ^tutal  aitack' 
upontlie  elder  Sheridan  ?  J  have  often  had  . 
accusations  of  this  kind  preferred  against  ; 
mc,  and  so  will  every  man  that  dares  to 
sjjcak  wholesome  truihs  with  respect  to  tlie 
people  of  high-blood,  w}io  appear  to  think, 
thiu,  to  their  other  privileges,  ihey  add  that 
of  being  scrcenctl  from  all  just  satire.  But, 
let  the  whole  of  my  Regia^er  U*  uuuaiued,  , 
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sntA,  if  there  be  one  single  expression,  to 
which  the  charge  of  bru(ality  can  properly 
be  applied,  I  will  irmmrrfv  bnrn  eveiy  cf)py 
oFthe  work.  It  ts  not  i he  language;  it  is 
not  the  manner ;  it  is  the  matter  that  of- 
fends. I  speak  the  trttlh  of  siich  person<J  j 
I  speak  in  a  way  that  enables  e\ery  rcitder 
dearly  to  unilerstand  me  ;  those  readers  are 
nnmeroiis,  and  the  impression  I  make  on 
ihem  is  lasting  This  it  is  that  gives  olfence  j 
jrad,  be  assured.  Gentlemen,  tliat  the  cry  of 
violence,  ainl  coarseness,  and  brutality,  set 
tip  2^in<it  rae,  is  the  pitiful  resource  ©f 
"•^'inded  folly  or  gnUt.  We  need  go  no 
hirther,  for  an  in<?!ance  of  this,  than  lo  the 
*' attack,"  of  which  the  younger  Sheridan 
complained,  as  haviitg  beew  made  upon  his 
father.  7*hat  "  attack^'  was,  in  fact,  a  de 
f trace  of  myself,  against  an  attack  made  by 
the  elder  Sheridan  upon  me,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  a  place  whc^re  it  was  impossi- 
ble that  I  should  answer  him;  and,  it  was 
made  too,  at  a  time,  when  he  well  knew, 
that  the  ministr}'  wanted  the  sanction  of  the 
pablic  to  the  means  which  they  were  pl(it- 
itng  to  silence  me»  For  this  manly  and  ge- 
nerous species  of  attack  I  toJnk  ample  ven 
geance  in  ten  letl^rs,  a-.Wressed  to  my  asnail- 
aiM,  and  which  letters  gaveliim  a  blow  that 
he  never  recovered,  and  that  did,  in  fact, 
prepare  the  waj'  for  that  complete  justice, 
wbkh  the  peoj)le  of  We^fhiinster  at  last 
rendered  bim  ar  the  hustings  of  Co>ent  Gar- 
den. It  was  in  the  sixth  of  these  letters, 
^'hich  will  be  found  in  Vol.  IV.  page  57J, 
that  the  younger  -Sheridan  descried  the 
••  brutal  attack/*  I  b^g  leave,  Genjlemen, 
to  rrfer  you  to  that  letter ;  and,  if  yo»i  find 
in  it  one  indecorous  phrase  j  if  you  find  m 
it  any  thing  btit  (aT  and  decent  censure  of 
censurable  coiKluct,  I  will  be  content  to  be 
placed,  even  by  you,  whose  good  opinion  I 
w  highly  prize,  upon  a  level  with  (he  Kheri- 
dfins;  nay,  with  the  youui^er  Sheridan  alone, 
^iiidh  would,  in  my  v^imation,  be  by  far 
the  worst  situation  of  tlie  two 

For  hireling  singers  and  play-«'"tors  and 
farce-makers  to  assemble?  togethci ,  i\m\  not 
to  make  singing  partof  tlie  enttTtanrnonf, 
would  be  wonderful  indeed ;  but,  these  people, 
daring  the  boozing  match,  of  which  we  are 
speaking,  not  content  with  a  bare  contempt  of 
the  day,  upon  which  they  chose  to  Iwld  it, 
actually  sang^  with  their  hireling  voices,  the 
CXVth  Psalm,  which  £W  you  will  recollect, 
begins  thus :  **  Not  unt<i  us,  O  Lord,  not 
**  unto  us,  bat  unto  thy  name  give  the 
"  praise,  for  thy  loving  mercy  and  thy 
**  tnith*ssake5''  applying  this  to  the  triumph 
ef  the  Sheridaus  over  as,  which  trimriph 
was,  as  it  willA'erjr«)on  be  proved  to  alhthe 
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world,  obtained  by  the  basest  and  moM  uo- 
tejtnble  of  mtifliis.  After  this  Psalm  follow- 
ed a  toast  from  the  elder  Sheridan  :  •*  Our 
**  Old  Frhnds,"'  whereupon,  as  the  news- 
pr^ers  informed  us,  there  were  loud  and 
reiterated  peaJs  of  laughter.  One  of  our 
poets,  m  his  de<aTiption  of  a  hardened  pro- 
fi'gate,  winds  up  a  climax  with  saying,  that 
he  sang  '*  bawdy  songs  to  a  psalm  tune/' 
IJut,  tlie  Fheridaus  and  their  companions 
have  siupnssed  even  this.  They  sing  the 
psalm  itself,  and  couple  with  it  an  allusion 
never  publicly  made;  never  made  even  in  a 
privjite  company,  though  in  hours  of  the 
most  unbridled  mirth,  .except  amongst  those 
who  have  recourse  to  filthinoes  for  lack  of 
wit,  or  amtnigst  blackguards  in  graip.  Yet, 
the  Sljeridans  were  suppori<*d  by  all  the 
most  lamous  saints  of  the  day,  several  of 
whom  came  from  a  great  distance  to  vote 
for  him  But,  as  I  said  before,  they  being' 
place-men  and.  pensioners,  his  cause  was 
thttir  cause  ;  and;  ujlon  the  same  ground, 
they  would,  I  verily  b«lieve,  have  voted  for 
the  devil  himself.  ■  -Tlie  pagacious  Mr. 
Homan,  anticipating  the  probable  effect  of 
a  Ci  mmeu'ary  u])on  the  play  actor's  dinner, 
told- you,  that  this  was  a  private  dinner,  and 
tb^t^  therefore,  1  had  no  right  to  co.iimei.t 
upon  it.  So  was  the  famous  dinner  at  Bnsh\' 
Paik  ;  but,  accounts  of  both  ircn*  puiihh,d 
in  thedailf/  papers,  and  ujwn  whatever  t!.ey 
publish  I  will  comment,  if  I  think  ir  nc- 
cess^ir}',  and  Ikivc-  time  and  roo-Ti  si^tlicieii 
for  th«  purpose.  The  singing  of  tlie  ps^I.n 
and  the  toast  therewith  conplcd,  can.-  to 
my  Lnowleclgre- ihroMgh  the  n<^.7sp 'jiers  ; 
and,  as  to  the  anecdote  about  Mun'U  n  and 
Matthews,  i  stale  it  as  it  g(.t  a^i•ond,  as 
other  anecdotes  are  St  :ced  Ir  t«,  too,  per- 
fectl)'  in  character  for  tfie  Sheneians  to  make 
a  c*o:npl  lin"  of  thii  sort,  .ifter  iiavin^  pcb- 
lished  priva*e  K  tiers,  letters  all  >i^«  t'uT  pri- 
vate, to  serve  a  political  puipas.*,  wliilc,  at 
the  same  time,  they  suppres.<ie'l  the  ai.s\\ns 
to  those  letters,  which  answers  }?r(;\'ed,  that 
th-y  understood,  tiie  letters  t<:»  h  ive  a  mean- 
ing very  different  f.om  that  uh  ch  \\vry  en- 
(Iciivoured  to  miike  the  public  bt'iieve  th<  y 
had.  This  is  p  rfecily  in  ciiaract^r  on  fhe 
.part  of  men,  who,  ivhile  lOK-y  set  all  prin- 
•  iple,  all  dectmy,  public  and  private,  at' 
di'fiancej  who,  while  tber.  in  ilieir  con- 
duct towjirds  cithers,  pier. I  an  c.xemfjiion 
from  all  rules,  whether  of  rclijou,  lav,  or 
of  good  manilers,  claim  for  thcn^.s^lvts  !|je 
guardianship  of  all  these,  npd,  morti>ver, 
e^acr  an  observance,  tov  aids  them,  of  de- 
licacy so  refined  as  to  make  it  inv>o^sii.lc 
that  any  one  should  pronounce  tl-.i-ir  niwiies 
unaccompanied  with -appLmse.    1  know  uot 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


20;^}5 


POLITICAL  RBGISTER.— - 


i* 


yo'i  feel  upou  tli is  score.  Gentlemen, 
<■)  riie,  thv>e  insolent  pretensions  are 


iMi»*'.eiv  liiure  otF.'n^i\e  than  arc tbeir  exjtor 
u^  ui.uii  o;;r  }>uise.  What,  in  the  name 
i'.i^'Wf'  and  <;}  leaidtj,  is  tliere  tli3tt>hould 
.'  !>  \Ki  se  '^ '.'is  of  ,/uiy-actors  and  of  fid- 
-  .  rVoin  tL--  I  lih  oJ  saiire?  They,  who, 
T  ^.>,  Uic  >.  i«-  (>/  '!ij  tiikr  and  the  witJess 
u; .  1"  e  w(  ti}f.-  ytiunger  ha\e  been  able  to 
■V 


iiave  spurted  ncbody  and   no- 
r  high  or  low!     It  is  hardly 
me  a  p-^rson,.  or  thing,  of  any 
•^   l-n^  iiiit,  at  some  time  or  other, 
].-::  of  thvir  contt^mptuous   rib- 
*1,    now,'  forsooth,    when,  in 
...r\  Ucome  the  objects   of  sa- 
,  /■'-«*] J  f.iin  interpose  an  all-shei- 
.'     :c\. 
\,   (ieiiilcn.ei;,     I  should  conclude,; 
•  i»^Te  is  liije  j.ait   of  the  .scandalous 
,.  which  I    roiiSi  tiot  suti-.r  to  go  oft' 
.  u*  .:  >trvaJ«oa..    We  are  told,  iu  the 
-;/.a/)«\\*\    obsv^rve,    that,    about  eleven 
.  CA.  L.;rd  BHriymoie  and  his  compajiions 
<r«i '  >vhprc»poii  the  elder  S&^ridan  arose 
rddrf-rhvc!  iIk:. company  a  second  time, 
^r.in^  auiot>^3t  other  thinga,.    that,    if 
^  j'H  4  V  uobiliry  of  France  bad  been 
,.  •  V  jai«>  iM»ble  frieiids  who  had  just  entered 
.'    V»i)m,    the  rev oUn ion  in  that  c<>«otry 
^v.),^ld  IU  vf  have  taken  place  ;  whchopi- 
•  .  •'•  Le  and  Mr.  Whiilread  tpok  occasion  to 
^    ,)  ess  tAvo  or  three  limes  durmg  the  elec- 
T !(>:>. ^    Whe'her  this  proceeded Iroin  a  con- 
,'  .oinncss  of*  the   similarity,    and  from -a 
'.  i4i  U'^jrevent  the  drawing  of  a  connpari- 
b(}i},  botiyeei)  the  French  nobility  and  these 
il'C  >-o.srprominent  supporters  of  Mr.  Sheri- 
^.:!n,  I  shnll  not  pretend  to  say  j  but,   I  deiy 
:  Ic  ^sis    Whitbread  and  Sheridan  to  shew, 
th't,  at   any  lime,  the  nobility  of  France 
\vei\^  cngH^^ed  in  sceues»of  protiigacy  so  de- 
jrradii'.gas  tliat  which  has  been  the  subject  of 
th^se  remarks.    That,  as  far  as  it  has  tended 
t().  chastise  the  profligacy  and  insolence  of 
ihe  noSiiity,  the  French  revolution  i)i  to  be 
n .;.;?. rticd  as  a  good,  you  and  I  may  readily 
ah  >\v  J  but,  considering  the  connections  of 
Mr.  ShcMidau,  it  must,  I  think,  be  agreed, 
tliat  the  doetrine,   as  coming    from  him, 
woiild  seem  to  argue,  that  he  has  as  littlft  of 
cliscreti<n  as  ol"  principle. 

Merely  to  have  added  a  little  to  tlie  ex- 
posure of  Mr.  Sheridan  and  his  partizans 
would  be  of  little  use.  The  ms^in  purpose  of 
these  remarks  is  to  strengthen  and  confirm 
yoU'  in  those  sentiments  and  principles, 
%vhinh  were  conspicuous  amongst  you  at  the 
rvrent  election  ^JThe  times  are  at  hand, 
when,  not wjtfehAiiiSBite  fe^i^gyy  prospects 
that  are  h^J^^flKE^sfelEffii^^Ruire  the 
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utmost  exertions  of  real  patriotism  to  pre-: 
serve  us  from  becoming  the  slaves  oi 
France ;  and,  aware  that  the  opinidu  of 
others  may  have  more  weight  than  ray  own, 
1  will  leave  you  to  gather  what  a  real  pa« 
triot  is,  by  describing  to  yoii  what  h^- 
is  not,  in  the  maxims  of  one  of  the  w4sefct 
and^best  men  tliis  country  ever  produced^ 

Berkeley,  Bishop  of  Cloype. "  It  is  ina- 

*'  pos«iible  an  epicure  should  be  a  patriot.. 
'*  It  is  impossible,  that  a  man  who  cheats  at 
"  cards,  or  cogs  the  dice  sliould  be  a  patriot. 
"  It  is  impossible,  that  a  man,  who  is  falso^ 
'^  to  his  friends  and  neiglxboars  should  be 
"  true  to  the  public.  Every  knave  b'a- 
*'  thorough  knave ;  mid  a  thorough  knave 
*'  is  aknave  throughout.  A  sot,  a  beast, 
'^  benumbed  by  excess,  is  good  for  nothing, 
"  much  less  to  make  a  patriot  of.  A  fop, 
"  or  man  of  pleasure,  makes  but  a  ^curvy 
"  patriot.  I  have  no  opinion  of  yooi^ 
"  bumper  patriots.  Gamesters,  rakes,  bbl- 
<*  lies,  stock-jobbers.  Alas !  what  patriots  !*' 

Such  are  the  men  that  we  are. to  shun* 

As  often  as  we  confide  in  themt  so  often  sbal! 
we  be  deceived  and  betrayed.  All  their  profes- 
sions aitd  their  pledges  are  made  for  the  pur» 
pose  ofobtainingfrom  us  that  suffrage  whick 
will  enable  them  to  obtain  the  power  of 
robbing  us  of  the  means  wherewith  to  gra^ 
t\fy    tlieir  base  propensities.     In    aDOtb4»r 
contest  it  will  bdiove  you  to  be  more  than 
ever  upon  your  guard  against  seductioo  of 
every  species.     The  goc5  sense  aad  public- 
spirit,  "which  you  so  ftilljr  discovered  at  tbi; 
last  election,  have  set  our  en^nies  upon  the 
alert.    To  stifle  your   voice  is  now  their- 
great  object  j  because^  they  clearly  perceive, 
that,  from  you,  either  of  freedom  or  slaf* 
very,  the  whole  nation  will,  finally,   take 
the  example.    In  the  hands  of  the  free  and 
independent  electors  of  Westminster  is  de<* 
posited  the  political  destiny  of  England,  and. 
in  the  firm  belief^  that  you  will  ever  te 
faithful  to  your  trust, 
I'remain, 
GentJeiDeB, 
Your  sincere  friend^ 

And  miost  obedient  Senomt, 
30/A  Jan.  1807^  Wm.  Coaajtrr. 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS, 
PitocEEPiNOs  IN  Pabliamsnt.-— (contino^ 
ed  from  p.  177).— ^I.  Finance  Plan.  H,  Lor4 
IVelUsUy,  III.  Da«/ifo».— I.  The  Fmance 
Plan,  opened  to  the  Hoi:^  of  Commons, 
on  Thursday,  the  29th  day  of  htft  month, 
and  of  which  plan  an  out-line,  as  publisbai 
by  the  ministers,  wdl  be  found  in  a  subse* 
quent  page  of  this  sheet,  has  given  universal 
satis£iction  to  the  counUy.    Togive  ip  <xg^ 
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iiionK>f  such  a  plan,  accompanied  with  rea- 
sons in  detail^  would^  with  the  scanty  mate- 
terials  as  yet  before  me,  be  presumptious  in 
the  highest  degree  j  but,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
risque  from  instant  death,  we  do  not  stop  to 
inquire  how  long  the  patient  shall  live  ;   bo, 
in  this  case,  there  requires  no  reflection  pre- 
vious to  the  bestowing  of  our  praise  upon  a 
plan,  which,  whatever  it  may  finally  pro- 
duce, delivers  us,  at  once,  from  the  appre- 
hensions of  those  additional  burthens,  which 
must  have  speedily  caused  a  destruction  of 
the  government.     If  I,  for  my  part,  have, 
with  more  came -tness  than  most  other  men, 
insisted  on  tl  e  evils  attendant  upon  the  system 
of  taxation  5  if  1  have,  even  to  the  wearying 
of  my  readers,  repeated  the  assertion,  that 
U  mu^t  stofiy  or  that  a  general  disinclination 
to  lesi&t  trie  enemy  would  be  the  unavoid- 
able consequence ;  if  I  have,  in  spite  of  being 
denominated   a  jacobin  and  a  leveller,  in 
*  spite  of  ab;;.?e  from  tjie  hirelings  of  the  press, 
from  the  bar,    and,  by  something  broader 
than  insinuation,  from  the  Parliament  itself, 
positively  asserted,  that  the  war  might  be 
carried  on  without  new.  taxes  ;  if  I  have,  in 
^  this  way,    been  distinguished  above  most 
'  other  men,  I  may^  surely,  be  expected  to 
'take   my  full  t»hare  of  the  general  satisfac- 
'tion  at  a  plan,  in  which  the  ministers  ko- 
lemnJy,  and  in  terms Ihe  most  unequivocal, 
pledge  themfelTetto  us>  that  there  shall ^h 
no  new  taxes  for  three  years  next  ensuing ; 
that  we  shall  eojpy  three  years,  three  whole 
'Jfean,  without  any  further  undermining  of 
emi  liberties  by  taking  our  property  from  us  \  ' 
three  blessed  years,  without  beholding   the  ' 
hideous  face  of  a  new-createil,  gaunt  and 

hungry  tax-gatherer. Upon  the  reasoning 

of  the  pfaui}  upon  the  o/tiiiiions,  expressed 
here  and  there,  in  the  description  of  it; 
upon  its  efficaty  as  to  what  is  called  die  *'  re- 
deeming** of  the  debt;  I  shall,  at  present, 
#ay  nothing ;  but,  I  beg  leave  to  baunder'^ 
stood  as  expressing  my  approbation  of  no 
part  of  it,  except  that  which  provides  for  the 
absohite  prevention  pf  new  taxes  for  three 
years  to  come ;  which  is,  indeed,  the  only 
imtetescing  part  of  the  measure ;  and,  for 
this  part,  I  thank  the  miitisters,  individually 
and  collectively,  from  the  bottom  of  my 
beart.-^— I  wais  morally  certain,  that  new 
taxes  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  of  this 
year*B  loan,  could  not  have  been  raised.  All 
the  soorces  were  completely  exhausted. 
Wb^t  was  laid  on  in  on&  way  had,  for  three 
jeatM  past,  been  filling  off  In  another  way; 
luidf .  if  the  nominal  amount  was  increased, 
the  valne  of  oooney  diminished  in  nearly  the 
sikme.  proportion  ;  there  being  no  positi^re 
yjritfi^  GfCB^l  ii^  Y^vii^icmai^  slavery.  Xhf 
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I  insolence  of  office,  on  the  one  side,  aid  the 
I  hatred  on  the  other  side,  cannot  now  be  in* 
creased  -,  and,  they  will  naturaUy  diminish  j 
because,  by  this  measure^  the  government 
has  convinced  the  nation,  that  they  regard 
taxation  as  an  evil.— —It  will  make  the  mi- 
nistry popular ;  and -so  it  ought.  It  will  con- 
firm their  hold  against  the  intrigues  of  the 
secret  cabinet ;  and,  what  is  really  to  be 
regarded  as  a  greet  bles.sing,  'it  will  extin- 
guish, not  merely  by  snuffing  out,  but,  as 
it  were  in  a  horse-pond,  the  little  court-fed 
faction  of  the  Roses  and  the  Cannings  and 
the  Castlereaghs  and  the  Perce vals,  whom 
the  Morning  Chronicle,    I    hope,    will  no 

longer  call  "  an  Opposition." To  this  . 

plan,  there  wants  nothing  added  but  a  ri* 
gorous  squeezing  of  peculators,  a  reduction 
of  places  and  pensions,  an  impartial  taxing, 
without  any  exception,  the  property  in  tlike 
funds,  and  an  abolition  of  phinUities  in  the 
chuvch,  to  make  me  say,  **  now.  Napoleon^ 
''  England  sets  thee  at  defiance.**    Only  let 
the  ministers  proceed  in  the  good  work  ^ey 
have  begun,  and  they  will  stand  in  need  (k 
no  mercenaries,  political  or  rairitary ;    t^d 
all  the  Swiss  and  Hanoverians  and  otliers  thai 
we  have  to  maintain,  at  snch  an  enormous 
expense,  they  may  safely  send  away.— —As 
to  the  persons,  who  have,  immediately  or  pe<« 
motely  assisted  in  the  fonning  of  this  tmodm 
lent  plan,  or  in  cauang  its  adoption,  nu* 
merous  coojectores  and  some  reports  are 
a£oat ;  but,  I  have  not  perceived,  that  either 
Sir  Francis  Burdeit,  Mr,  Paull,  or  myself* 
has  been  even  guessed  at  as  bating  had  a  hatxi 
in  the  meritorious  work  ;    yet,  I  am  more 
than  half  persuaded  to  believe,  that,  if  there 
had  been  no  election  at  Westminster,  and  if 
Sir  Francis  had  made  no  speeches,  and  1  had 
written  no  Registers,  it  would  not,  at  least 
sp  soon,   have  been  discovered,    that  ne\t. 
taxes  were  no  longer  necessary.    Nor  wiil  I 
be  so  unjust  as  to  witlioldfrom  Mr.  Sheridan 
his  probable  share  of  the  merits    for,  as- 
siuredly,  his  declaration,  that  he  was  readf 
to  assist  in  taking  from  us  *'  even  the  neces- 
**  saries  of  life,**  for  the  purpose  of  cany  ing 
on  the  war,  was,  together  with  the  e^cts 
which  the  keeping  of  it  constantly  before 
the  public  naturally  produced,    extremely 
well  calculated  to  make  the  ministers  look 
about  them.    To  be  sure,  the  romister*8  plaa 
discovers  Mr.  Sheridan's  knowledge  in  mat- 
ters of  pohtical  oeconomy  in  rather  a  disfid*^ 
vantageons  light;   but,  the  qualities  of  the 
heart  are  always  to  be  considered  before 
those  of  the  head;  and,  if  the  ''  Right  Ho- 
nourable.* Gentleman  has.notbecrn  called 
upon  to  give  his  vote  for  t4;tog  from  us 
'*  th^  nfq«at|Bi»r<Bf-  Wt^'^^^here  are  verf 
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few  of  us,  I  imagine,  that  ^\\\  not  readily 

(accept  the    uill   ibr  the  deed. ^Wbc-a. 

however,  good  has  beert  effected,  it  woiild 
be  foolish jro  quajrel  about  the  agents. ,  Jt  is 
little  matter  wh(«  fo  ced  the  subject  u|>pii  the 
attention  of  ihe  m  nisters,  or  whom  they 
employed  ia.iheca..:ulations.  in  their  hands 
alone  Was  tlie  power  of  adoption  or  rejeriion; 
and,  to  them  alone,  with  all  my  heart,  let 
tlae  me-it  belong.  For  my  part,  1  again 
declare,'  with  perfect  sincerity,  that,  indivi- 
dually and  collectively,  I  thank  tiiem  from  the 
b  <ttomof  my  heart  J  and,  1  roust  be  permit  ed 
to  say,  that  if  I  am  not,  in  this  feeling,  joined 
by  my  countrymen  in  general,  they  are 
tiieraost  nnrejsonahle,  r:ipnrrojs,  and  un- 
-gratet\d  beings  upon  r he  i  ice  of  thei,»arth. 
II.  Lord  Wellehley'y  conduct  in  the 
Carnatic  is  to  become,  at  last,  a  -nbiect  of 
parliamentary  inquiry.  S;rThom:rpTnrton, 
who,  1  was  afraid,  had  enlisted  hinvselt' under 
the  Canning<i,  has  given  notice  ot  a  motion 
for  papers.  These  pa|>ers,  the  public  will 
recollect,  were  before  piin\ed  upon  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  who,  as  it  will 
also  be  recollected,  abandoned  the  cause  in 
t^c  manner  detailed  in  my  precedinci;  sheet. 
Tae  papers  cost  thiittcn  hundred  poum/s  in 
the  printmg  ;  and  the  expense  is  now  to  be 
incurred  agam,  because  it  is  a  new  parlia- 
ment, the  tirst  -expence  being  one  of  th# 
«iany  sums,  which  Air.  Sheridan's  patriotism 
has  cost  those  who  were  weak  enough  to  be 
•t  le  dupes  of  it.  ■  That  Sir  Thomas  Tur- 
%  n  will  .steadily  pursue  the  inquiry,  I  an- 
jitou<ly  hope  ;  'for  this  is  one  of  the  foreign 
4ransat?tious,  in  which  our  character  and  our 
interest  are  deeply  involved.  If  he  does 
fcieadily  pursue  it,  he  will  have  J  he  support, 
or  good  wishes,  of  all  honest  men  ;  and,  if 
he  should,  contrary  to  qur  hopes  and  expec- 
t:!ti^n8,  drop  it  without  quite  sufficient 
C  »u>e  assigned,  he  must  expect  to  meet  with 
('lelr  reproach.— 1 — IJI.  Lord  Archibald 
Hamilton-  gave,  notice,  some  days  ago,  of  a 
IP  »tion  upon  the  subject  of  Davison;  but, 
iie  has  been  induced  not  to  make  the  motion 
by  an  iritimation  from  the  mini-sters,  that 
lYieasurcs  were  to  be  taken  immediateljf 
to  make  that  Contractor  disgorge  j  and, 
if  a  statement  in  the  ministerial  papers 
1)e  true,  such  measures  arc  actually  taking. 
We  shall  see  what  is  done  j  but,  unless 
the  money  be  demanded  and  obtained 
it.medlatelff,  1  hope  some  member  of  par- 
hrment  wilj  b^  foimd  to  make  a  motion 
upon  the  subject.  Certainly  much  has  been 
^  ^ine  1  within  these  three  years.  Who,  in 
\\\Q  da -^  of  .  the  •  squandering  and  rtiflmg 
IJiUj,  ^^'ould  have^  imagined^,  that  such  in^ 
r^MU-ies  a^ ^ijQ  ^^^^4  ^^!^^  bec9i^e£a.^t«n*- 


able  !  Those  days,  when  every  man  wim 
dared  to  .utter  a  breath  against  corrupt  ion 
and  public-robbery,  when  every  man  wl)«» 
dared  to  let  his  groans  be  he^ird,  was  railed 
a  jicobin,  and  was  marked  out  for  vengeance, 
through  the  means  of  secret  fniprisonmcnt ; 
those  day*  of  tyr^mny  and  i^ftt^ror  are  mme, 
never,  1  trust,  to  return  ;  biU,  it  beho\*es  us 
never,  for  one  moment,  to  rebx  in  our 
endea\x>urs,  to  crash  for  ever  the  minions  of 
that  remorscle.ss  per.«*ecutor.  As  to  hin  too- 
Tiumvnt^  I  will  warrant  that,  except  tlieex- 
pense,  that  viill  do  us  no  harm  ;  and,  b*>- 
sides,  th^  stones  are  certainly  worth  some- 
thing. 

CoNTiNF.NT\L  War. "^'h at  Can  I  say 

upon  this  subject  ?  In  my  next,  I  intend 
,  to  put  vpnn  rrcord  the  iies  of  a  week,  pnb- 
jiihed  in  the  London  daily  news  pjipers,  to 
de.irribe  the  lolly  and  b^isenessof  the  pro- 
prk'tois  or  editJirs  of  which  is  a  task  th3>t  | 
will  not  uuflertake.  because  it  would  he  im- 
possibk,  even  if  I  could  borrow  the  eJo-» 
qucnce  of  Dryden  or  of  Otway,  that  any 
description  should  not  fall  far«hort  o(  ti;« 
reality.  Tiiere  is,  however,  one  tl^in;^, 
which  I  can  do,  and  which  I  never  yet  have 
dpiie ;  and  that  is,  to  expose,  in  detail,  the 
venality  of  this  press.  To  show  how  the 
proprietors  .sell  their  paragraphs  of  prajj^e, 
and  what  sums  they  receive  for  hush-mo- 
ney. Not  a  word  has  any  owe  of  fhera  yet 
said  about  Davison,  though,  as  the  indig- 
nuit  public  will  recolle<rt,  many  of  them 
published  whole  sides  against  Lord  Melville^ 
pending  the  proceedings  againsr  him. — -— 
What  assurance  ;  what  impenetrable  imfu- 
dence  niust  they  be  furnished  with  to  enable 
them  to  look  the  puhlic  in  the  face,  after  a  1 
the  falshoods  and  fooleries  of  the  la-«t  fifteen 
days !  This  at  once  stupid  and  prostituted 
press  (the  names  of  the  proprietors  of  which 
shall  be  published  one  of  these  days) ;  this  it 
is,  that  is  the  great  cause  of  public  error; 
and  of  peculation  too.  No  matter  how  vil- 
lainous a  man's  deeds,  if  he  can  tind  nnon«)^ 
to  pay  this  press.  It  is  an  honour  beyond- 
almost  any  other  to  be  an  object  of  the  (com- 
bined hatred  of  its  proprietors,  as  I  flat-CT 
myself  I  am. — r-As  to  the  afH*irs  in  Poland, 
they  ^tand  just  as  described  in  the  French 
bulletins  ;  and,  as  to  what  is  likely  to  hap^ 
pen,  I  retain  my  opinion,  as  given  in  my 
last  sheet,  page  1 77. 

**  Learned  LiNou/OEs.'^- — ^Two  Jet" 
ters  upon  this  subject  will  be  found  below. 
I  have  Kumbered  them  for  convenience  of 
reference.  No.  3  contains  not  one  argti- 
ment  that  I.  myself  could  not  demolish  in' 
three  minutes  ;  hut,  until  some  "  learned  *^ 
maq  has  answered  No*  4^  if,  wil^  he  useless^-* 
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I  imagine,  for  ihe  cap-and-gown  men  to  go 
any  further.  1  have  two  more  letters  for 
oejLt  week,  upon  the  subject.  > 

FfMANCB    PLAX, 

v#*  descrih^  in  an  official  paper,  published 
by  the  ministers.  ' 
The  new  plan  of  tinance  has,  for  its  ob- 
ject, to  provide  the  means  of  maintaining 
ihe  honour  and  ijKlependence  of  the  Britisli 
empire,  during  the  necessary  continuance 
of  the  war  ;  without  perceptibly  increasing 
<he  burthens  of  the  country,  and  with  mani- 
fest benefit  to  tSe  interest:;  of  the  public 
creditor. — The  proposed  measure  is  ground- 
ed on  the  liourisbing  .«tate  of  the  perrafanent 
Tevenue ;  on  t'ne  great  produce  ot"  the  war 
taxes ;  oi^  the  h«gh  and  accumulating  amount 
•of  the  sinking  fund ;  and  on  some  inferior 
aids  to  be  denved  from  revenues  set  free  by 
annuities  originally  granted  for  a  term  of 
years,  and  now  expiring.  These  circnm- 
ftcances,  so  lavourable/ to  the  introduction 
and  maintenance  of  a  hew  system,  are  justly 
to  be  attributed  to  the  wise,  provident,  and 
spirited  exertions,  which  have  had  Uie  con- 
current support  of  parliament  and  of  the 
people,  during  the  whole  eventful  porioil  of 
the  last  twenty  years. — The  plan  is  adapted 
to  meet  a  scale  of  expenditure  nearly  equal 
to  that  of  the?  yearlSOd;  and  if  assumes, 
that  during  the  war,  the  annual  produce  of 
the  peniaanent  and  temporary  revenues  will 
eonttnoe  equal  to  the  produce^  of  the  same 
year  1  K)o.  It  is  understood,  that  any  fur- 
ther or  unforeseen  charge,  or  any  deficiency 
of  revenue,  shall  be  separately  and  specially 
provide  for.— Keeping  these  premises  it'j 
tiew,  it  is  proposed,  thnt  the  war  Idans  for 
the  years. 1807,  1806,  and  tsop.  shall  be 
twelve  nnillions  annually  ;  for  the  year  1810, 
fourteen  mtHions^  and  for  each  of  the  ten 
following  years,  sixteen  millions — ^I'hose 
several  loans,  amounting  for  the  fourteen 
years  to  ^10  millions,  are  to  be  made  a 
efaarge  on  the  war  taxes,  which  are  estimated 
to  produce  21  millions  annually. — The 
charge  thus  thrown  on  the  war  taxes  is 
meant  to  be  at  the  rent  of  10  per  cent,  on 
each  loan.  Every  such  loan  will  therefore 
pledge  so  much  of  the  var  taxes  as  will  be 
equal  to  meet  this  charge ;  —  that  is,  a 
ban  of  12  million?  will  pledge  i^  ,200,000 
of  the  war  taxes.  And  in  each  year,  if  the 
war  should  be  continued,  a  further  portion 
•f  tbe  war  taxes  will,  in  the  same  manner, 
be  pledged.  And  consequently,  at  the  end 
of  fourteen  years,  if  the  war  should  last  so 
lon^,  Bt  millions,  tbe  whole  produce  of  the 
war  taxes,  would,  be  pledged  for  the  total 
ff 'f^  loaoB,  yffbkh  would  at  th^t  time^ 
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have  ammmted  to  210  millions. —Tl)e  ten 
per  cent,  charge  thus  accompanymg  each 
loan,  will  be  applied  to  pay  the  interest  of 
the  loan,  and  to  foroQ  a  sinking  fund,  which 
sinking  fund  will  evidently  be  more  than 
five  per  cent,  on  such  of  ibe  several  loans  as 
shall  be  obtained  at  a  less  rate  of  interest 
than  ^ve  per  cetjt. — It  is  well  known,  that  a 
five  per  cent,  sinking  fund,  accumulatmg  at 
coiuponnd  interest,  will  redeem  any  sum  of 
capital  debt  in  fourteen  years.  Consequent- 
ly, ttie  several  portions  of  the  war  taxes, 
proposed  to  be  pledged  for  the  several  lo;ins 
above-mentioned,  will  have  redeemed  their 
respective  loans,  and  be  successively  liberat- 
ed in  periods  of  fourteen  years  frdm  the 
date  of  each  such  loan.  The  poi-tions  of 
war  taxes  thus  liberated,  may,  if  the  war' 
.should  still  be  prolonged,  become  applica- 
ble in  a  revolving  series,  and  may  '  be' 
again  pledged  for  new  loans. — If  is,  how- 
ever, sliewn  by  the  printed  calculations' 
and  tables,  that,  whatever  may.  be  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  opei^tion  of  the  propertj 
tax,  will  not  be  payable  beyond  the  period 
for  which  it  is  now  granted  by  the  46  Geo.  3. 
di.  65,  but  will,  in  every  case,  be  in  force 
only  during  the  war,  and  until  the  sixth  day 
of  April  next  after  the  ratification  of  a  de*- 
finitive  treaty  i^f  peace,  and  no  longer. — It  is 
next  to  be  obser>ed,  that  the  charge  for  the 
interest  and  sinking  fund  of  the  proposed 
loans,  being  taken  from  the  annital  produce 
of  the  war  taxes,  a  deficiency  equal  to  that 
charge  will  be  created  in  the  amount  of  the 
temporary  revenue  applicable*  to  the  war 
expenditure. — Supplententafy  loans  will  be 
requisite  to  make  good  that  deficiency.-^ 
Those  supplementary  loans  must  increase  in 
proportion  to  the  increasing  deficiency,  if  the 
war  should  be  continued,  but  will  never 
amount,  even  in  a  period  of  twenty  years 
war  from  the  present  time,  to  more  than 
five  millions  in  any  year,  beyond  the  amount 
to  which  the  sinking  fund  of  that  year  will 
have  been  raised  by  this  plan. — It  is  pro- 
posed that  the  supplementary  loans  shall  be 
Ibrmed  on  the  established  system  of  a  sink- 
ing fund  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  nominal 
capital. — The  charge  so  created  will  be  pro- 
vided for,  during  the  first  three  years,  bjr 
the  expiring  annuities  j  and  during  that 
l)eriod  the  country  will  have  the  great  benefit 
of  an  exemption  from  all  additional  bur» 
thens.  A  new  spring  may  thus  be  given  to 
the  energy  of  our  commerce:  at  all  events 
it  will  obtain  a  security  from  the  increased 
pressures  which  it  must  otherwise  expe- 
rience — From  1810,  and  for  the  six  follow- 
ing years,  a  charge  must  be  provided  for, 
amowiting  on  the  ^erage  of  tho^  seven 
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B  sum  in  itfielf  «o  smaU,  incomparisoii  with 
the  great.  additioa&  which  have  necessarily 
l>een  maele  to  the  taxes  in  each  year,  for 
the  last  fourteea  years,  that  it  can  scarceJy 
be  felt,  and. cannot  create  any  diOiailty  aato 
th^  means-  of  providiiig  for  it*. — But  even 
tiiis  comparatively  small  amount  may  pro- 
bably be  much  diminished  by  the  increasing 
produce  of  the  actual  revenues,  and  by  re- 
gulations for  tJieir  further  improveonent. — 
And  thus  provision  is  made,  on  the  scale  of 
actual  expenditure,  for  ten  years  of  war,  if  it 
•hould  be  necessary,  without  any  additional 
taxes,  except  to  the  ipconsidcrahle  amount 
above  statetl.  At  the  dose  of  that  period, 
taking  the  three  per  cents,  at  6o,  and  re- 
ducing the  whole  of  the  public  debts  at  that 
rate  to  a  naemey  capital,  the  combined  amount 
of  tlie  public  debts  will  bQ.s^3d7>^0O»OOO, 
and  the  combined  amount  of  the  several  siok- 
•  iiig,funds  thenejii»tingw*llh*^i:^,720,0OO; 
wherea$  liie  present  amount  of  the  whole 
Ipoblic  debt  taken  ou  the  same  scale  of  cal- 
culation is  ^^352,793>000,  and  the  present 
amouai  of  tho  skiking  fund  hi  no  more  thnan 
*ff8,33pjO©Q«-lf  Ihe/war^abouid  still  be 
co&tiBued  beyond  the  .teiu .years  thus  pro- 
vided for.  itk  proposed  to  tek^  in  aid  of.  the 
public  burthens  cortiup  eKcagses'jo'  accrue 
iromtbepKetcpt  «iokirtg  fund,  -/fhat/uud, 
^hicb  1^.  Pjtt  (thereat  author  of  a  system 
tliat  will  immortalize  his  joima)  originally 
proposed^  tojimit  to  f/i)^r  njiUions  aniMially, 
vill,  witli.^the  very  Urg^  additiopa  derived 
to  it  from».thi*  new- plan,  have  accumulated 
in  181 7  t9  $o  large  an  amount  as  24  millions 
sterling.  I^  the  application  of  sucb  a  sum, 
neither  th^.  •Irue;  fripqiplea  of  Mr.  Pitt't 
^stem,  nor  afly  jju5t'vie\fr  of  the  r-eal  inte- 
kesta  of  the  public,  or^yeq  of  the  stockholder 
iiimsel^  can  be-- considered  as  any  longer 
opposjhg  an  obstacle  <to  the  means  of  obr 
tatning  at  such  a  moment  bome  aid  inalle- 
iiia4on.Qf  the  burthens  and  recessides  of  the 
country.  .  But  it  is  not  proposed  in  any  case 
to  apply  to  the  charge  of  new  loana  a  larger 
portion  of  tl^e sinking.  fufWL  than  s^uch  a>  v^ill 
j^ways  lea>^  an  amount  of  sinking  fund 
equal  to  the  interest  payable  on  such  part  of 
tiiQ  preset  debt  as  shaijl  r^naain  unr^eem- 
ed.  Nor  is  it  meant^hat  this  or  any  other 
operation  of  iinance  shalX  ever  prev^iit  the 
redemption  of  a  sum  equal  U>  the  present 
<^bl  in  as  short  a  period  as  that  in  which  it 
would  have  been  redeemed.  If  this  new  pl^i 
had  not  been  brou^  forwards.  Nor  will 
the  final  redemption  of  apy  ^i^^eoienjtary 
loans  be  pc^tponed  beyond  the  period  of  45 . 
years  prescribed  by  the  act  of.  1792  foe  the . 
e).tiQction  of  all  future  hw^    Wj^iii^  ^cb 
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of  the  annual  war  loans  will  bt  successively 
redeemed  in  l4yearsfromthedateofit8ae»- 
tlon,  so  long  as.  war  shall  continue ;.  and 
whenever  peace  shall  come,  will  be  redeem-i 
ed  always  within  a  period  far  short  of  the  45 
years  required  by  the  above-mentioned  Act. 
—In  the  result  therefore  of  the  wbole  mea- 
sure, there  will  not  be  imposed  any  new 
taxes  for  the  first  three  years  from  this  time. 
New  taxes  of  less  than  o£^300>000,  on  an 
average  of  seven  years  from  1810  to  18 16, 
both  inclusive^  are  all  that  will  be  necessary, 
in  order  to  procure  for  the  country  the  full 
benefit  and  advantages  of  the  plan  here  de- 
scribed; which  wul  continue  for  twenty 
years;  during  the  last  ten  of  which  again 
no  new  taxes  whate\'er  will  be  required. — 
It  appears,  therejfore,  that  Parliament  will  be 
(enabled  to  provide  for  the  prolonged  expnd- 
i^ure  of  a  necessary  war,  without  viobtiog 
any  right  or  interest  whatever,  and  without 
imposing  further  burthens  qn  tbe.countryf 
except  to  a  small  and  limited  amount :  and 
these  purposes  will  be  attained  wjth  benefit 
to  the  public  creditor,  and  in  atrict  conform* 
icy.  both  to  tlie  wise  principle^  on  ^Uich  the 
Sinking  Fund  was  established,  .$nd  to  the 
several  Acts  of  Parliament  by  which,  it  bat 
been  regulij,ted. — It  is  admitted- that  if  the 
war  ahpuld  be  prolonged,  certain  portions  of 
;  iU>e..war.  taxes,  .with  the  -eiception  of  the 
.  Propel  tv  tax,  will  be  more  oi:  less  pledged 
for  peri6<ls^  in  no  x:;a8e  exceeding  fourteen 
years.  HoVv  far  iome  parts  of  those  taxes 
are  of  a  description  to  remain  in  force  after 
the  war;  and  what  may  be  the  provision  to 
be.  made  hereafter  for  a  peace  establhhraent, 
probably  much  larger  than  in  former  period* 
of  peace  >  are  considerations  which  at  present 
need  not  bo  anticipated. — It  is  reasonable  to 
assume,  that  the  means  and  resources  which 
can  now  maintain  the  prolonged  expenditure 
of  an  extensive  war,  will  be  invigorated  and 
increased  by  the  return  of  peace,  and  will 
then  be  found  amply  sufficient  for  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  public  service.  Those  exi«» 
gencies  must  at  all  events  be  comparatively 
small,  whatever  may  still  be  the  troubled  and 
precarious  circumstances  of  Europe. — Un- 
doubtedly there  prevails  in  the  country  a  difr» 
position  to  make  any  fiirther  sacrifices  thai 
the5afety,  independence,  and  honour  o£  tho 
nation  may  require ;  but  it  would  be  anabusQ 
of  that  dispositiQn,  to  apply  it  to  unneoe»«» 
sary  and  overstrained  exertions.  And  itiMWl 
pot  pass  unoWervedj  tkat  in  the  suppositioa 
qf  a  continued  war,  if  tho  loans  for  the  aa-^ 
nual  expenditure  shonjd  b^  rai9ed  acoordine 
io  the  system  hitbreto  pursued,  pcnnajj^l 
taxes  must  be  imposed,  aipountitf^  in  tbtr 
peri«l  ^woedi.  t9 .13  .O0kUii<W»  additta»i 
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revenoe.    Sttdi  an  addition  would  add  bea* 

¥ily  to  the  public  burtbens,   and  would  be 

znorefdtator  tbe  return  of  peace  (baa  a 

ten^porary  coDtinuance  of  tbe  war  taxes.    la . 

the  jneao  tiaie,  and  anild^C  ibe  otber  eviia 

of  war,  the  country  would  be  subjected  to 

tbe  accumulated  preisure  of  all  tbe  old  re 

Tenaes»  and  of  tbe  war  taxe8>  and  of  new 

permaneat  taxes. — ^Tbe  means  of  e0ectuating 

apian  of  sucb  immeiise  importance,  arise 

partly  from  the  extent  to  wbich  tbe  system 

of  the   Sinking  Fund  bas  already  been  car- 

ued  io  pursuance  of  the  intentions  of  ita 

aothor^  and, partly  from  tbe  great  exertions 

made .  by  Parliament,    during  tbe  war,    to 

taise  the  war^xes  to  their  present  very  large 

aaHHiot.    It  now  appears  tbat  tbe  strong 

measure  adopted  in  tbe  last  session,  by  wbich 

ali  the  war  taxes,  and  particularly  the  Pro- 

.perty  tax,  were  so  much  augmented,  was  a 

#ep  taken  not  merely  with  a  view  to  provtd<f 

for  present  necessities,  but  in  order  to  lay 

the  fooiidation  W  a  system  which  should  be 

adeqliate  to  thf  foil  exigencies  of  this  unex« 

pected  crisis,  and  should  combine  the  two 

apparently  irrecondliable  objects,  of  reliev- 

mgthe  rublicfrom  all  foture  pressure  of 

taxatien,  and  oi  exhibiting  to  die  enemy 

lesooroes  hr  which  we  may  defy  his  impla* 

cable  hoatility  to  whatever  period  it  may  be 

pfolonged— To  hal^  done  this  is  oertainly  a 

iccompence  for  many  sacrifices  and  priva* 

tkns.    This  is  a  consideration  which  will 

anaUe  the  country  to  submit  with  chearful- 

neisto  its  present  burthens,   knowing  that 

although  they  may  be  continued  in  part,  for 

a  limited  time,  they  will  be  now  no  further 

increased. 


'^   LSAKNED    LAKGUACESw** 

Np.  a. 

N.  B.  The  letters  Jrom  different  persons, 
vfKm  this  subject,  uilL  be  KUMBBABnybr  the 
sake  q^  easy  reference.  The  letter,  f«  page 
118,  is  considflred  as  No.  1,  and  that,  in  p. 
lli^,  as  No,  :^  J 

SiH,^ 1  am  sorry  to  see,  in  your  Re- 

lister  of  the  10th  inst.  tbat  you  are  disposed 
to  turn  your  attention  from  political  subjects. 
In  which  you  are  no  doubt  qualified  to  in^ 
sinict  and  amuse  your  readers,  to  others  of  a 
literary  nature,  in  which  you  are  not  so 
competent  to  do  either,  llie  use  of  the 
word^  "  uU  possidetis**  in  the  late  debate  on 
the  negoctation  for  peace,  have  to  be  sure 
thrown  you  into  a  most  hideous  rage; 
(though  you,  I  thiok,  on  your  own  princi- 
ples nave  least  occasion  to  quarrel  with  them, 
inasmuch,  as  you  allow  they  may  be  easily 
coooglb  vmder^ood  by  tbe  stupidest  wreicb 
wgQQmi^}j,9tAfpmtimjoix93»  kd  inle. 
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a  bitter  phllBppic  against  chuMcri«hiiition 
in  geneiral,  with  which,  by  ttte  way,  the 
wovds  have  nothing  to  do,  they  bekig  as  y&a 
tell  us  a  *'  reiick  of  the  mummer}*  of  mon« 
kery,"  wbich  '*  mummery'*  it  was  the  efi^t 
of  classical  erudition  to  abolish.     Nor  will 
any  **  pedagogue  or  pedant"  be  easily  in- 
clined to  compare  you  to  tbe  fox  in  the  table, 
inasmuch  a$  Ae  was  conscious  of  the  loss  ha 
liad  sustained,  but  your  yntni  of  learning, 
though  obvious  enough  to  others,    is  not 
equaUyso  to  yourself:  an  overweening  con- 
fidence in  what  yon  do  possess,  has  Winded 
you  to  the  value  of  attainments,  wbich  you 
do  not:  and,  indeed,  from  the  subject  and 
manner  of  your  late  chalkBg*^  to  the  tw* 
Universities,  I  am  almost  induced  to  join  in 
an  opinion  which  1  heard  suggested  a  short 
time  ago,  thit  the  warrnth  ofyour  feelings, 
and  the  insoledt^e  of  success,  were  operating 
a  gradual  derangement  of  your  intellects.— 
The  two  Uairersittes  may  probably  never 
hear  of  your  appeal  to  them,  and  it  is  still 
less  likely  that  tlMy  should  attend  to  it ;  bnt, 
I  think  it  not  difficult  for  one,  who  knows" 
but  little  of  either  of  tfaam,  to  dispnyve  a& 
much  of  yonr  astertion  respecting  the  ki- 
utility  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  bnguages,  in 
a  genei^l  plan  of  education,  as  has  any  thing 
offense  or  meaning  in  it:  I  say,  **  as  much 
as  has  any  thing  of  sense  or  meaning  in  j^t  ^'* 
for,  as  to  your  objecUdA  to  their  being  called 
*'  learned,**  that,  can  only  be  a  caTil  about 
words  ;  they  are  not  called  so  exdtiAvely, 
they  are  as  of^en  termed  **  the  dead,  or  the 
ancient  languages,''  and  more  uanally  de* 
scribed  as  I  have  d6ne  them  above,  by  ap- 
pellations taken  firom  the  coimtry  wh&re- 
they  were  spoken  ^    and  when  you  have 
shewn  the  world  a  moie  proper  term  thaa 
ajiy  or  all  of  theae,  the  worid  may,  if  it 
please  adopt  your  improvement  j '  but,  it  will 
be  without  any  thetligbtest  alteration  in  the 
intrinsic  value  of  tbe  learning  and  know- 
ledge, their  respective  authors  possess.— - 
**  Learning,"  you  say,  «•  consists   in  the 
possession  of  knowledge,  atid  in  tbe  capacity^ 
of  coHMnuoicating  that  knowledge  to  others  :** 
And  did  the  Gfeek    and   Roman   writers 
'*  possess  the    ktiowledge,    or  were   they 
without  the  finmlty  of  communicating  it  ta 
otheM,*'  in  apposite  perspicuous  and  elegant 
language  I  If  neither  d  these  suppositiona 
be  true,  the  infeienoe  whkh  you  draw,  viz. 
that  the  **  teamed  knguagea  operate  as  a  bar 
to  real  learning^**  has  no  relation  whatever 
to  yonr  preinises,  that  **  learning  consists  in 
the  possesrion  of  knowledge,  and  in  the  fa- 
culty of  comrooDicating  tt."r-But,  if  you 
really  presume  to  say,  that  the  ancients  have 
wnttca  Bothiaf,  whieh  it  ia  no«  waste  of 
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time  for  us  fa  know,  I  shall  not  upbraid  you. 
wuh  the /trite  adage«  '*  kUhi  no  on^  ever  des- 
pised learning,  but  Ihoiie  who  iiad  it  not;** 
because,  I  still  think  you  do  not  deserve  such 
a  reproo* ;  but,  1  will  venmre  to  say,  that  no 
man  who  ever  wrote  on  any  subject  so  much 
as  you  have  done  on  that  of  politics,  has  been 
kqown  to  entertain  a  similar  opinion;  and, 
further,  that  you  will  hud  sonae  difficulty  in 
perawading  mankind  to  sacrifice  their  laiih 
m  all  autiiors,  both  ancient  and  modern, 
both  foreign  and  domestic,  at  the  j»hrine  of 
your  assuran(;e.  The  nwst  instructive  of 
the  Roman  poets  has  Enjoined  his  country- 
men to  take  Greek  ()aUeins  of  tine  writing 
Uito  their  hands,  and  to  i>tudy  them  by  night 
^^d  by  day  $  . 

Noccuma  versate  mano,  veiratc  dium&.  Mait.  / 
And,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  the 
same. advice  ia  at  present  applicable  both  to 
Greeks  and  Romans.  What  was  it  that 
(hrewEurope  from  thesii)k  of  barbarism  in 
which  it  had  been  plunged  for  so  many  ages> 
but  the  diseoiHfTy  tuf  ancient  manuscripts ; 
the  dispersion,  and  study  of  them  ?  Kvery 
author  who  has  treatod  6f  this  subject,  either 
professedly  or  iucideutaily»  has  ascribed  the 
pre^ient  improved  6tate  of  society  to  this  pri- 
mary cause.  1  am  s^ware  that  the  'authori^ 
of  great  names  does  not  weigh  much  uith 
one,  who  is  but  little  acquainted  with  the 
merits  of  their  possessors;  and  quotations 
are  superfluous,  where  (bey  would  be  eudless. 
1  shall  juat,  however,  mention  to  you,  that 
you  will  have  to  contend  with  Hume,  Gibl>on, 
Kobertson,  JMosheim,  Voltaire,  Burnett,  and 
the.  living  author  Roscoe.  Neither  do  1 
mean  to  ^y,  that  a  clitld  of  the  Igth  century 
will  not  grow  up  soniewhat  more  enlighten- 
ed, wtlhout  -the  study  of  ancient  literature, 
thjn  o)U3  of  the  14th  ;  it  will  no  doubt  par»- 
take  of  the' general  diffusion  of  knowledge 
around  it.  But  it  come>  into  the  world  with- 
no'  new  faculties ;  it  has  no  new  senses. 
What  has  enlarged  its  mind,  and  increased  its 
stock  pf  ideas  live  huiwlred  years  ago,  will  do 
the  tiame  now.  A  man  t>f  eminence  in  lite- 
rature, C'Umot  at  hiii  decease  place  his  pos- 
terity upon  the  summit  to  which  he  has 
clunbed:  ifkecquld,  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary to  tread  the  s-tiue  ground  over  again, 
his  children  might  go  on  ascending  from  the 
point  where  the.r  father  left  them.  But,  no-, 
every  individual  must  tread  the  steep  for 
himself;  some  may  mount  i'aster  indeed,  and 
iK)me  slower>  but  each  must  mount  for  hinrK 
self.  Aristotle  told  Alexander,  tliere  was  no 
roya/way  of  acquiring  knowledge;  and,  I 
doubt  much  whether  you  can  shew  us  ^ny 
vuigqr  one.  A  ready  child  will  tind  no  ma-< 
i^tal  oU{r\^tioA  to  his  acqui^tionof  kaow« 
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leiigc,    in  the  merely  learning  any  language 
in  which  knowledge  may  be  contained.     A 
slow  one  wr)4  attain  to  great  learning  in  uo 
•way.     Tbojie  in  the  tniermedUite  stages  will 
acquire  each  his  proportionate  degree  <^*  im- 
provement; but,  be  assured  that  noiv?   can- 
boj^e  to  slrj)  out  of  the  tried  and  beaten  path, 
and  arrive  first  at  the  goal. — So  nuicb  as  to 
the  general  plan  of  education  ;   and  now  as 
to  the  eHects  resulting  from  it.     "  As  far 
as  my  observation  will  enable  me  to  spe.  k, 
whiH  are  called  the  learned  languages  operate 
as  a  bar  to  real  learning.'*    No  sentencerwas 
J  believe,  ever  more  preposterously  dogmati- 
cal, more  gravely  ridiculous  :  nor,  will  I  be- 
lieve, for  the  honour  of  your  understanding, 
tkat  you  ever  mado  any  observation  oo  the 
subject  til!  the  moment  you  were  writing  the 
words.  For,  in  nality,  this  notable  sentence^' 
'  thi* Pythagorean  aphorism,  this  • « ipse  di.xit.'*'  i 
i  —Nay,  don't  start  at  the  expression  ;  there  is 
j  the  same  reason  for  your  being    in  amity 
with  it,  which  you  gave  for  quarrelling  with 
I  other  two  harmless  Latin  words  j    '*  they 
I  may  be  understood  by  the  itupide«t  wretch 
en  earth,  they  maybe  taught  a  bullfinch,  a 
!  toin-tit,  &c."    Alter  all,  1  say,  your  only 
j  meaning  can  be,   that  the  easiest  way  to  ac- 
!  quire  learning  is,  to  neglect  a  part  of  it ! ! ): — 
I   Indeed,  the  matter  may  be  easily  enough  as-  • 
I  curtained,  whether  *•  the  learned  languages, 
operate  as  a  bar  to  real  learning,"  by  a  re- 
ference to  history  and  Jact.    lliere    have 
been  at  all  times  since  the  revival  of  letters, 
men  of  clas.sical  erudition,,  and  men  f>i  noi 
classioal  erudition;  which  have  done  ..most 
in  the  cause  of  science  ?  Take. for  example 
the  beginning  of  last  century  ;  the  men  of » 
classical  learning    were,    Steele,   Addison, 
Pope,  Swift,  Arbuthnot,  &c.     Their  earliest 
productions  were  translations  from  those  lan- 
guages, which  you,  by  way  of  derision,  and 
I,  out  of  respect,  call  learned ;  every  page  of 
their  more  mature  writings  teetps  with  re-  - 
commendations  of  the  study,  or  transfiisions 
of  the  spirit  of  ancient  authors.*    These  are- 
the  men  \t^ho  with  the  avenues  •'  to  real 
learning"  barred,  as  you  suppose,  against 
them,  whose  time  and  labour  had  been  em- 
ployed, as  you  rell  us,  in  a  manner  '*  worse 
than  uselessly;"  these  are  they,  who  have 
instructed  and  entertained  mankind   for  the* 
last  century;  and  will  probably  continue  to  da* 
so  till   the  .end  of  the  world.     Now,  what 
were   your   friends    of   the    same    period' 
doing,  who  had  rK>  such  **  bar  operating  in^ 
their  way  to  real  learning  ?'*  There  might 
probably  be.  then  about  seven   millions  of 
such  in  this  kingdom  j  of  these  seven  mil- 
lions, one  million  might  be  able  to  read  smd* 
write  i  an  butMirod  tbousand  ea{)aUe  ef  wrif ' 
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tlng  ditir  hafive  language  correctly :  a  twcn- 
t*M?th  part  of  these,  to  acquire  *'  re^l  learn- 
mg"  Mrithout  ibe  obstruciion  of  the  niicient 
languages;  what  have  these  five  thousand 
men  done  ip  the  cause  of  literature  rona- 
{mred  i*Tth'  their  five  cotemporaries  men- 
tion^ above  ?  Nay,  if  there  were  but  five 
Load  red  of  tliera,  or  only  fifty  in  thei  whole 
kingdom,  what  •*  kno5^' ledge  did  they  pos- 
sess ?'*  How  and  where  '•  have  the}  com- 
municated it  toothers  ?**  How  has  the  world 
benefiled  by  their  attainments  ?  Some  such 
meo  there  must  have  been,  except  you  mean 
to  maintain  that  there  >%ere  no  men  of  natu- 
ral parts  and  leisure  to  improve  them,  but 
those  whom  1  'have  mentioned  above,  and 
that  those  were  such  misled  creature*,  that 
ther  immediately  t)egan  to  clog  the  talents 
God  h*d  giren  them  by  an  opplication  to 
*ich  leammg  as  was  *•  worse  than  useless." 
Wfetre  then  are  the  works  of  their  rivals, 
who  were  free  from  this  clog  and  obstruct 
ttoo?  What  are  their 'opinions  >  Refer  me 

to  their  writings. The  satne  observatic  ns 

wiir  apply  to  every  other  period,  both  of 
Briti^ih  aUd  Eoro|)ean  history.  I  shall  just 
m  a  fjsrtfeer  proof  select  one  more,  where 
probably  at  hrst  sJght,  ihe  comparison  may 
appear  more  favourable  to  your  opinions ;  I 
iifciao  the  reign  of  Queen  ETv^flbeth/  Tlie 
men  of  cla«ical  erudition  in  hei*  time  wer^^ 
9Sdn«y,  RdJei^i,  Hooker,  *'  Bacon,"  &c. 
"WiUt^iy  man 'in- his  senses  deny  to  these  il- 
lasrrious  persons,  the  •'  possession  of  Tcnow- 
ledges  «Hi  the  faculty  of  communicating  it 
to  others  V*  Vet  not  only  all  of  them  were 
ejtceHently  versed  in  the  *'  learned  lan- 
fiiage«."  but  the  three  latter  could  not  have 
moved  wie  step  in  their  respective  waJks  of 
adence,  without  the  most  extensive  know- 
ledge of  them.  Opposed  to  these,  and  to 
mauyox>fe,  whom  I  could  mention,  you 
mayperliaps  be  inclined  to  place  Shakes- 
peare. Bur,  there  are  many  re-asoiis  why  he 
can  be  of  no  service  to  your  cause  )  for,  in 
the  tirst  instance,  your  position  is,  tliat  the 
•*•  learned  languages  operate  as  a  bar  to  real 
Lnmiftg.'  Now,  of  Shakespeare  if  is  al- 
lowed Oft  all  hands,  that  whatever  he  did, 
wrwbydintot'gtniusoniyj  Johnson  calls  it 
"  intuition  ;"  so  that  where  learning  is  the 
subject  he  is  quite  out  of  the  question.  Hume 
considers  him  aa  •*  a  person  without  any  in- 
struction, either  from  thj  world  or  from 
books;  (vol.  vi  appendix)  and  Dr}'den  de- 
scribes him  as  **  too  lofty  to  need  being  raised 
t>jr  the  stilts  of  learning,*'  or  something  to 
tliat  eflect.  But  even  were  this  not  the 
c.i»e5  and  iopposing  him  to  have  derived 
great  advantages  from  the  study  of  whatever 
iiaglisb  aathoCT  rai^ht  exist  in  his  day  >  yet 
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what  such  a  genius  can  do  forms  no  general 
rale  for  a  **  general  plan  of  education"  or 
of  any  thing  else:  CorelH,  I  believe  it  was, 
c;ouldplay  an  air  on  the  violin  with  all  the 
strings  loose,  yet  few  musical  pofessors 
would  recommend  the  want  of  pegs  and  ro- 
sin on  that  account. In  this  manner  I 

might  go  on,  and  shew  that  all  the'  know- 
ledge which  the  world  possesses,  (except 
perhaps  in  some  of  the  mere  mechanic  arts, 
and  the  pho^noracna  of  nature)  has  sprung 
from  the  same  source,  from  men  of  great  ta- 
lents, cultivated  by  learning  of  every  kind, 
but  more  especially;  classical.  One  ad-» 
vantage,  derived  from  the  studv  of  •  ancient 
literature,  is  so  appropriate  to  tne  nature  oi 
your  employment,  thk  I  am  tempted  to  give 
it  you  in  the  words  of  the  enlightened  au- 
thor ;  '•  In  England  the  lOve  of  freedom, 
"  which  unless  checked,  flourishes  extrenK* 
"  Ijr  \n  all  liberal  natures,  acquired  new 
'*  force,  and  was  regulated  by  more  en- 
*'  lai'ged  view*,  witibJy  to  that  cultivated 
**  understanding,  which  became  everyday 
*'  more  couinM^a  among  men  of  iHrtJi  and 
"  educatioii.  A  familiar  acquaintance  wiili 
'*  the  precious  renjains  of  antiquity  excited, 
"  iu  every  generous  brfea*t  a  passion  for  a 
*'  limited  constitutioDy  and  begiit  ah  emuia- 
"  tion  of  those  manly  virtues,  whidi  the. 
**  Greek  and  Eomau  aathorsi  by  such  ani- 
'•  mating  examples,  as  well  as  pathetic  ex- 
"  pressions,  recomnicKl  to  us.**  Hame,  loL 
vi.  clu  45.) — You  havcmade  a  ref^-encc  to 
Milton  in  the  coluaui  bllowing  the»e  your, 
remarks  on  education  .  Have  you  never 
heard  of  his  reading  he  ancient  authors 
*'  till  his  mind  was  ful  fraught  ?**  Of  his 
employing,  his  daughters  in  the  same  task  } 
Of  his  wanning  his  iniigination  from  tbeiu  . 
before  he  sat  do ;va  to  x>;i:pose?  Frogayoa 
he  might  liave  learnel  thlit  such  labour^i 
were  **  useless;**  tliat  lis  time  was  **  worse 
than  misspent  iu  then  j**  in  short,  that 
**  learning  was  not  na!  learning,**  if  it  was 

not  written  in  plain  Koglish It  will  be 

some  testimony  of  the  esteem  iu  which  I 
hold  your  talents,  if  I  venture  lo  recommend 
the  application  of  them ;  confine  your  re- 
mark:* lo  the  Jenkinsons  and  Roses  of  tlie 
pres(Mit  tiirjCj^  and  h'lve  nothing  Co  do  wiih 
the  Piatos  and  Xenophons  of  antiquity  :  }ou 
have  shewn  that  you  cuu  express  with  cuergy 
the  feelings  which  are  excited  in  ingenuous 
breasts  by  the  passing  occurrences  of  the 
day,  and  that  ought  to  satisfy  you.  Thucy- 
dides  and  Tacitus  weie  man  of  generous  na^  . 
tures,  they  have  bequ«  aihed  .their  gathered 
stores  as  an  eternaj  inluritiuice  to  posterity, 
while  the  *^**  and  ^***  are  sucking  tha 
bloodof  the  present  generation  ;  tlie  foimec  , 
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would  enrich  the  voild  after  their  decease, 
the  latter  are  pluoderio^tbcir  country  during 
their  lives.  Lest  1  should  appear  to  pay  an 
tndxm  l^pect  to  efassical  liierature^  an  ex- 
clusive defeience  to  ancient  autliors»  I  diall 
conclude  withPietnirch*s  recotnmendation  of 
books  in  |eiieKal ;  it  is  taken  to  avoid  the  pe* 
^try  Of  a  **  feanded  language  *^  from  the 
Abb6  de  Sade's  life  «f  that  elegant  Poet,  and 
great  restorer  of  letters.  But  the  biographer 
was  qot  aware  that  Betrarch  had  hnnself  bor- 
rowed the  ideas  from  his  Eimlish  friend 
Riphard  de  Bary,  Bishop  of  Dumatn.  '*  Ce 
"  sont  des  gens  de  iotis  les  pats,  et  de  tous 
**  les  Mcles  dijitii)gu£s  k  lagoerre,  dans  la 
*'  robe,  et  dans  Tes  lettres  j  aises  k  vivre, 
"toujotofs  ^raes  ordres?  je  les  fais  venir 
'*  ijuand  je  veux,  et  je  les  renvoye  de  meme: 
*>  ils  n'orit  jamais  d'huraeur>  et  repondent  k 
'*  toutes  mies  questions.*'— P.  ¥,^-^^Jan. 
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^*  In  ptIAe,  in  reasonirtg  pfide,  tRir^efror  liSB.** 
Si1i,-^s  you  hate  avowed  the  intention 
•f  deferring  until  Lady-Day,  the  arguments 
you  have  to  addtice,  to  prove  that  the 
*'  learned  languages"  are  an  useless  branch 
of  education;  I  shall  take  the  opportunity 
Sn  the  inteHtn,  of  ^irmi^iing  a  little  with, 
your  learned  cotnpetix)r  frbm  llie  university 
ofOxford,  if  that  genleman  will  Condeieend 
to  Itsteh  to  anjr  thing  such  a  Tyro  as  myself 
c*n  Iw ve  to  offer  upoi  the  subject,  rknow, 
£tr.  Cobbett,  tliat  mne  is  an  hazardous  en- 
terprise, and  I  shonlc  certainly  not  enter  the 
lists,  wfere  I  not  etnbidened  with  the  hope, 
that  as  you  will  be  a  jpectator,  you  will  en- 
sure fair  play,  and  iiat  when  I  am  fallen, 
you  will  kindly  interpose  your  invulnerable 
armour  to  prevent  nae  from  being  com- 
pletely annihilated.  However,  Sir,  to  act 
•with  all  dtie  prudence,  I  here  humbly  im- 
plore  the  literati  (I  believe  the  university 
gentlemen  so  denomiaate  themselves),  that 
when  I  am  vanquished  (for  fear  your  timely 
interference,  Mr.  Cobbeu,  should  be  pre- 
vented  by  any  unforeseen  occurrence),  that 
they  will  allow  me  a  short  respite,  just  long 
enough  to  see  your  promised  arguments,  and 
then  I  shall  give  up  my  literary  ghost  with 
chearfuhiess  and  satistaction.  I  have  oue 
other  favour  to  beg  of  that  iltumined  pha- 
idnx,  namely,  that  they  will  have  the  good- 
ness not  to  discipline  themselves  in  the  use 
of  those  books,  they  call  Greek  and  Latin 
l^xicotts',  as  a  fViend  of  mine  informs  me, 
that  if  they  batter  and  bruise  me  with  hard 
uficouth  words,  as  they  are  a  species  of  ca- 
balistic weapons  with  which  I  am  entirely 


unacquainted^  1  shall  stand  no^hanee  what* 
ever  alone,  and  that  sudi  will  be  the  pi^« 
dice  against  me,  that  not  one  lMmed\  man 
will  be  found,  however  slender  his  frarse, 
who  can  be  bribed  to  assist  me :  I  thereforew 
here  publicly  declare,  that,  as  I  shall  use 
pnly  such  words  as  are  to  be  met  with  ia4h« 
Dictionary  of  our  old  friend  Dr.  Jofansoq^ 
I  expect  to  be  dealt  with  in  a  like  liberal, 
civil,  and  gentlemanly  manner.  I  shaU 
now  take  my  groupd,  Mr.  Cobbett,  by  en- 
quiring into  the  meaning,  or  definition  *(dM 
university  term),  of  a  coi^le  of  words  or  so,' 
which  I  think  it  will  be  very  material  ehoold 
be  well  understood  before  we  grow  too 
warm  in  this  learned  combat.  Jlrst,  then, 
I  ask,  what  is  noe^nt  by  thm  wierd  lbabv- 
iKG  ?  Because  I  observe,  it  is  6«qiieBtly 
said,  that  some  men  leaw  vice,  se«ae  vir« 
tue^  and  I  have  even  bevrd  k  said,  that 
some  men  learn  nothing  «t  all :  now  iham 
.  are  plainly  contrary  species  of  learning,  dif* 
fering  materially  both  in  quantity  and  qiialU 
ty.  But  the  learning  that  will  come  imdec 
our  observation  will  have  attached  to  It,  I 
apprehend,  the  same  sense  we  mean  whea 
speaking  of  "  learned  men  f*  and  whicb 
I  shall  ddine,  until  I«ee  a  better  ioter- 
pretation,  to  be  wisdom  i  just  as  if  vm 
were  to  say,  a  man  was  wise,  instebd  of 
learned ;  and  I  ^am  lorU^ed  in  tlus  define* 
tibn,  because  I  take  the  word  learning  to  b# 
the  icitolar's  modest  substimtioii  for  wisdom: 
he  would  blush  to  say  bardacedl jHie .  wa»  m 
wise  man,  but  he  does  not  hesitate  to  say  be 
is  a  learned  one;  and  to  have  learnt  anjT" 
thing  less  than  wisdom,  would  be  rather, 
I  presume,  a  nibject  of  censure)  than  <^ 
praise;  so  that  I  take  learning  in  the  univerm 
\5ily  sense  of  the  word,  cletnrhf  49  mean  wis* 
dom,  I  shall  next  beg  to  consider  the  word 
wisdom ;  and  that  I  shall  define,  t^ntil  I  hear 
something  moce  sattefiu^ory,  to  be  in  a  reli- 
gious sense,  a  knowledge  of  the  duty  we  owe 
to  God>  and  in  a  moral  one,  the  duty  wo 
owe  to  ourselves  and  to  society ;  and  any 
thing  liaving  a  complexion  oontravy  to 
this,  I  aobmit,  with  defecence,  is  Aot 
entitled  to  the  appellation  of  wisdom* 
— -Assuming,  therefore,  that  these  de* 
ignitions  are  correct,  I  mean  to  lay  down 
this  position,  viz.  that  the  man  who  has  ten 
distinct  moral  ideas,  and  has  only  one  word 
applicable  to,  and  by  which  he  can  express 
the  meaning 'Of  each  idea,  is  4en  times  aa 
^ise,  as  the  man  who  possesses  but  one  dis- 
tinct idea,  but  who  has  ten  words  to  expmss 
it  in.  I  draw,  therefore,  this  hifereocei 
tltatif  I,  John  Bull,  ignorant  of  all  outland- 
ish tongues^  have,  either  by  GQ|iTerse  with, 
my  brotlier  John  Bulls,  or  by  reading  or 
their  prodoetions,  or  by  both  methods^  ac*- 


Uigitized 


by  Google 


FEBRUARY  7,  l607.-^|^r  Trade. 


^iiedaof  given  nnmber  of  ideas  upon  any 
one  given  tcwDce,  whether  religioa^  ethics, 
physics,  or  any  other,  that  altho^h  1  should 
employ  inyself  twenty  years  in  the  study, 
and  «fosobte]y  attain  to  the  koowledge  of 
ten  difierent  koguages^  that  I  &haU  not  then 
be  one  jot  wiser  upon  either  of  those  sci- 
ences tl^  I  was  before,  unless  I  shall  have 
kidded  to  the  niunber  or  stock  of  those  ideas 
wkh  which  I  was  previously  familiar;  by 
which  I  mean  to  be  understood,  that  wis- 
dom coDsisu  in  ideas  and  not  in  words, 
whicb^  are  mere  Yehicles  or  mental  travel- 
iiog-cbaises,  by  which  the  idea  or  concep- 
tion of  one  man  is.  conveyed  to  the  under- 
stMiding  of  another  :  so  that  the  knowledge 
9f  Tarious  lan^guages  is  only  iiseiul  in  pro- 
portion JtB  it  mE>rds  us  those  ideas,  whic/i  by 
the  inert  knowledge  of  our  own  language  we 
autU notahtain,  liow,  then, Mr.  Cobbett, 
1  eome  to  ck>se  combat  with  the  late  Ox* 
ford  CoUegtate,  and  1  think  he  must  be 
worsted,  tuless  he  can  defend  himself  by 
producing,  which  I  defy  him  to  do,  some 
one  idea  that  he  has  acquired  from  bis  ac- 
qaaintadifie  with  the  lbaknld  languages, 
that  was  net  pretmw^/y'fo  be  found  in  some 
Ctie  of  the  .works  of  John  Bull,  eitlier  origi- 
nal or  a  translation,  printed  in  our  own  inva- 
loable,  but  iU*£sted  language,  to  dept^Hal^ 
tbe.subliiti^,  beauty,  and  harmony  wher^ 
of,  there  has  been  a  conspiracy  in  this  coun* 
irf  for  noany  centuries^  and  will  continue  to 
be  90, 1  am  afraid,  so  long^  as  those  two  re- 
oeptades  for  learned-insanes^  called  the  uni- 
versities,^ are  suffered  to  remain.  I  chal- 
lenge then,  I  say,  the  Oxonian  to. give  ud 
^By  one  such  new  idea,  either  the  discovery 
of  himself  or  any  of  his  associates fV^i\h\n. 
the  last  twenty  years;  and,  if  be  cannot  s4l- 
tisfactorily  afiswef  this  challenge,  I  leave  it 
to  the  impartial  among  us  to  say,  to  what  a 
straigfatened Condition  the  imii^sity  hero  is 
teduced  —Should  he^however,  by  aby  very 
Iticky  hit,  by  any  fortuitous  circumstance, 
inform  us  of  one  solitary  novelty,  J  shall 
thai  leave  it  to  you,  Mr.  Cobbett,  gravely 
to  ait  in  judgment,  if  you  can,  and  putting 
the  important  discovery  inHme  scale,  and 
the  myriad  of  hours  which  the  myriad  of 
•cfaolars  have  devoted  to  the  study  of  the 
learned  languages  in  the  other^  to  tell  us, 
whether  the  discovery  be  a  compensation 
or  not  for  the  anxiety,  loss  of  health,  la- 
bour, and  time,  which  these  learned  persons 
have  experien(»l  in  the  course  of  that  pe- 
riod ;  at  the  same  time  bearing  in  mind,  the 
Immense  socjkties  which  have  been  given,' 
ftom  time  to  time,  within  these  twenty 
3wan,  for  aekHera,  sailors,  and  ship^carpen* 
M,  the  gremer  port  «f  which  expense 
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might  have  been  sated,  had  the  literati  o' 
the  two  universities  followed  eitlter  of  ^oae 
useful  occupations. 
lAncoin'sIun,  Jan.  2\,\907.         W.F.S. 

SUCXR  TRADfe"     ' 

fConlinu^d-^from  pageA95,\ 
6.  .The  use  of -^ar  am  Molassi^  should 
be  permitted  in  our  distiJlefies  itV*  Great  Bri- 
tmn.  A  proposition  to  tbistiffoct  is  no^  on* 
der  Cionsi  derm  ion  in  the  Botsse  of  Commons^ 
where  Mr.  Bi^:er  is  represented  to  have  ex- 
pressed an  aijpreliension,  that  the  landed  in- 
terest might  be  hurt  by  a  cheapness  in  the 
price  of  corji,  in  consequence  <Jf  such  per- 
mission. I  have  already  stated,  that  such  au 
apprehension  is  altogether  groundless;  but, 
as  the  tenderest  regard  h  due  to  the  l.'mdcd 
interest,  and,  as  I  consider  the  suggestions 
of  the  member  for  Stailbrdshire  to  be  enti- 
tled to  coubiileralile  respect,  I  will  proceed 
more  at  length  toestablisl)  what  1  have  as* 
serted  on  this  head.  1  must,  however,  by 
the  way,  observe  on  the*summary  proof  of 
the  astonishingly  rapid  depreciation  in  tho 
exchangeable  value  of  money,  afforded  by 
this  single  instance.  During  10  years  end- 
ing 3  7B0,  the  average  price  of  the  quarteni- 
loaf  was  /d.  During  the  next  10  years  it 
was  7i>  (see  Reg.  vol.  vi.  g.  230,,  vol.  vii.  p. 
307.)  In  the  h^inaiijg  of  1807^  the  same 
lo^ sells  for  Is.  lid,  ;  and  at  the  satne  iimm 
an  intelligent  member  of  parliament  is  fear- 
ful,-and  in  the  House  of  Commohs  expresses 
his  fear,  that  the  landed  interest  should  suffer 
by  the  cheapness  of  cojn).  Sir,  I,  do  not  as- 
sert that  com  is  too  dea^,  or  that  it  is  likely 
to  be  too  dear  :  but,  I  do  assert,  apd  every 
man  of  common  sense  and  common  fai9ie:>9 
will  inamediately  admit. the  truth  of  the  as- 
sertion, that  while  the  price  of  bread  las 
thus  increased,  and  while,  as  is  most  noto- 
rious, the  price  of  all  other  necessaries,  and 
the  wages  of  labour,  and  the  money  returns 
on  every  otlier  sort  of  real  capital  have  like- 
wise increased,  it  is  most  monstrous  that  the 
Englishmen  who  have  p'ossessions  in  our 
West  Indies  should  a^one  be  reduced,  and  re- 
,  duced  not  by  natural  causes,  but  by  the  mea- 
sures of  government,  to  the  necessity  of  soil- 
ing the  produce  which  they  raise,  for  a  less 
mon^  price  'even  than  it  yieMed  five  and 
twenty  years  ago.  But,  I  am  now  to  shew, 
that  the  use  of  British  sugar  and  molnsses  in 
the  British  distilleries,  need  not  excite  any 
alarm,  that  British  com  would  become  toe 
!  cheap..  The  price  gf  Brit  is  k  corn  depends 
:  on  the  parliamentary  regulations  respecting 
*  the  importation  of  foreign  com.  It  is  well 
known,  that  in  this  country  we  have  not  for 
several  years  past^roduc5cd  enpvtgh  of  corrv 
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lor  the  food  of  our  cnfrn  people,  and  of  the 
fceasts  employed  in  the  tillage  of  our  land, 
and  to  furnish  meat ;  and  there  is  very  litrie 
doubt,  that  the  deficiency  is  yearly  increas- 
ing; for,  though  the  quantity  of  com  raised 
may  be  augmented  by  new  inciosures,  and 
an  imprm'^d  system  of  agriculture,  yet  there 
h  abundant  reason  to  convince  us,  that  the 
demand  ior  corn  is  still  more  augmented,  by 
reason  of  our  increasing  population.  Now, 
in  such  a  state  of  things  it  is  plain,  that  if 
there  were  no  importation  of  foreign  grain, 
"our  com  would  sell  at  a  monopoly  price ; 
that  is,  the  highest  price  which  the  producer 
should  require,  and  the  consumer  should  ba 
able  to  pay  :  for  the  latter  must  buy  corn,  or 
he  must  starve j  and  withont  importation 
there  would  not  be  in  the  market  so  much  as 
be  wants.  He  would  tlierefore  be  com- 
pletely at  the  mercy  of  the  producer.  To 
prevent  this  evil,  and  the  famine  which 
would  attend  it,  the  importation  of  com 
from  abroad  is  permitted;  but,  still  (in  ad- 
herence to  those  benign  principles,  which 
are  uniformly  acted  upon  in  favour  of  all 
dasses  of  EncLshmen,  except  those  who 
have  property  m  our  West  Indian  islands) 
this  importation  is  restricted  by  protecting 
duties ;  by  mean^  of  which  the  price  of 
corn  (.an  never  fall  below  that  point,  at 
which  it  is  supposed  to  yield  to  the  producer 
guffic!cnt  return  ;  for,  in  case  of  its  depend- 
ing to  that  point,  prohibiting  duties;  would 
immediately  attach  upon  the  importntion  of 
foreign  grain,  by  the  operation  of  which  du- 
ties, no  corn  could  be  brought  to  our  markets 
but  that  which  had  been  raised  at  home : 
and  as  the  whole  quantity  of  this  is  known 
to  b^  insufficient  to  supply  the  demand,  the 
price  must  immediate^  rjse.  At  present 
the  corn  trade  is  regulated  by  the  statute  of 
the  44th  of  the  King,  under  which  wheat 
can  never  be  sold  for  less  ihap  63s.  or  barley 
for  less  than  31  s.  6d.  the  quarter;  seeing 
that,  whenever  the  prices  fall  below  these 
points,  prohibitory  duties  attach  upon  im- 
portarion.  From  our  coloni*^  in  North 
America  indeed,  corn  might  be  imported 
withont  those  duties  till  the  price  of  wheat 
is  below  ,53s.  and  that  of  barley  beilow  20s. 
the  quarter;  but,  these  colonies  have  in  or* 
dinary  years  qiiite  enough  to  do  to  find  them- 
selves; and  in  the  best  seasons  our  supply 
from  them  is  so  extremely  frivolous,  that  it 
has  no  eftect  on  the  market ;  and  this  dis- 
tinction in  their  favour  is,  in  truth,  utterly 
unworthy  of  notice,  except  in  ao  far  as  it  fur- 
nishes a  very  striking  additional  proof  of  the 


j  care,  with  which  the  most  'minute  interests 
I  of  all  other  persons  connected  however 
slightly  with  England  are  watched  over  and 
protracted;  while  those  alone  of  Englishmen 
possessing  property  in  our  West  Indian 
islands,  have  of  late  years  been  in  some  cases 
systematically  sacrificed,  and  io  others  most 
grossly  neglected.  Mr.  Baker's  alarm  pre- 
supposes that  spirits  can  be  obtained  from 
sugar  and  molasses  at  less  cost,  than  from 
corn  ;  for,  otherwise  there  would  be  no  dan- 
ger that  an  ounce  of  either  of  the  former  ar- 
ticles would  be  substituted  in  the  distilleries 
in  place  of  the  latter.  Jt  is  also  acknow- 
ledged, that  if  our  stills  did  not  consume  one 
single  bushel  of  grain,  we  should  yet  be 
6bliged  to  import  corn  from  abroad,  to  sup- 
ply a  sufPciency  of  food;  and,  consequently, 
that  the  whole  quantity  of  corn  which  we 
distil  is  purchased  from  foreigners.  Now, 
why  are  we  to  continue  thus  paying  annually 
to  foreign  nations  a  high  price  tor  the  mate- 
rials for  distillation,  when  we  can  obtain  for 
a  lower  price  equally  good  ingredient.s,  the 
property  of  our  own  subjects,  raised  on  our 
own  land?  I  can  indeed,  conceive,  that  a 
very  timid  and  jealous  landholder  might  ar- 
gue this.  "  I  admit  that  the  whole  quanti- 
*'  ty  of  corn  distilled  in  England  is  bought 
•*  from,  foreigners,  and  that  our  own  sugar 
*'  and  molasses  would  give  us  the  same 
"  quantity  of  equally  good  spirits  on  better 
*'  terms;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  if  we 
*'  ceased  to  distil  corn,  our  demand  for  com 
"  in  the  foreign  maikets  would  be  lessened, 
"and  the  price  of  foreign  corn  would  also 
*'  fall ;  so  that,  perhaps,  foreigners  might  be 
"  able  to  afford  to  introduce  their  corn- into 
"  this  country,  even  after  paying  those  high 
"  duties,  which  in  the  present  circumstances 
'*  amount  to  a  pruhibiiion,  and  if  so  we  must 
"  be  undersold."  To  this  the  answer  is 
short  and  simple  5  the  present  high  duties 
are. twenty- four  shillings  and  threepence 
the  quarter  on  wheat,  and  twenty-two  shil- 
lings on  barley.  Whether  any  foreign 
wheat  and  barley  could  after  payment  of 
such  duties  be  sold  in  this  country  for  less 
than  63s.  and  31s.  O'd  respectively,  the  quar- 
ter, I  submit  mu.st  to  persons  more  masters  of 
the  subjact  than  I  pretend  to  be.  But,  let  the 
objection  have  the  utmost  force,  that  can  be 
demanded  for  it.  I  have  already  fliily  proved, 
thai  as  long  as  we  do  not  gwow  corn  etiough 
t9  sppply  ourselves  with  food,  government 
has  the  power  by  protrnctirtg  duties  to  pre- 
vent its  price  from  falliitg  to  any  point 
above  which  it  may  be  thought  right  to  keep 
it.  To  (•<»  C071  tinned,      ,  ._ 
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**  They  dtvidfd  the  nation  ("of  Ireland)  into  two  distinct  bod-es,  without  common  interest,  sympathy,  ot 
'*  connection.  One  of  thc^c  bodies  was  to  pi»><;rjs  all  the  franchises,  all  the  property,  all  th«  education: 
**  the  otner  was  to  be  composed  of  i\\c  drawers  uf  water,  and  the  cutters  of  turf  for  them.  Arc  wc  to  be 
•5  asionishcd,  when,  by  the  tftbrtG  of  so  much  volencc  in  conquest,  and  so  much  policy  iil  regulation,  con- 
**  tinned  without  intermission  for  nrar  a  hundred  yfiars,  we  had  reduced  tl if  m  to  a  mpb;  that,  whenever 
*•  they  came  to  act  at  all,  mv^iry  of  them  would  act  exactly  like  a  mob,  without  temper,  without  measure, 
**  or  foresight?  Svjrcly,  it  misjht  be  inst  now  a  mutter  of  temperate  discussion,  whether  you  ought  not  to 
**  apply  a  re  neJy  to  the  real  cause  of  the  evil." Hurke,  Vol.  VI.  p.  304. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 
Pbocbedings  in  Parliamknt. {Con- 
tinued font  page  208.)— I.   Sir  Christopher 
Hawkins.      II.     Neutral     Commercx.     111. 
SlavQ  Trade.     ly.  Hafnpshlrc  Petition. 
1.  Id  the  Hou9ex)f  Coiumows,  on  tlie  4th 
instant,  "  Mr.  Atkyns  Wright,  Chairman 
"  of  the  Penryn  Election  Committee,  re- 
*'  ported,    thafi^Lfr  Christopher   Hawkins 
".was  not  duly  elated,  and  ought  not  to 
"  have  been  returned  for  the* said  Borough, 
"  and  that  Harry  Swann,  Esq.  and  John 
*'  Trevamon>   Esq.  ought  to  have  been   re- 
**"  turned^  and  that  none  of  the  petitions 
**  were  frivoloas  nor  vexatious.     The  I)e- 
'*  pnty  Glerk  of  the  Crown  was  ordered  to 
"  attend  the  House  to-morrow  to  ainend 
*'  the  said  retiirnfi.     Mr.  Wright  made  a 
^  speoM  i^fp^rt  'hom  i^  CbmmT«ti*e,  Aat 
*^  Sir,  C  .Hawiim^,    by   hinus^lf  ^tid  hi* 
'*  agentfi^  was  guiUy  of  bribery'  and  corrup- 
"  tioHt  aodths^fcJohnStonathe  elder,  James 
**  Edgcomb^e,  and  the  /?fwr«fl<i  Robert  Dil- 
«'  Ion  were  parties  to  the  saw!  bribery  and 
*'  corruption.'*     This  Sir  C.  Hawkins  has 
been  long  famous  5  and,  it  U  said,  tbat^  for 
many  years  last  past,  lie  has  been  labouring, 
in    the  same  way  that   their  lordihips  cf 
CarringtoD    and   Hendiesham  laboured^    to 
obtain  a  peerage;.     What  a  pity,  that  the 
V:ibours  of  so  naapy,  years  should  be  inarred 
in  a  moment!     I  canno^  say,  that  il^is  dis- 
covery and  the  probable  consequence  of  it, 
with  respect  to  poor  Sir  Christopher,  givfe 
me  any  pleasure.     I  think  it,  indeed,  caicu* 
lated  to  do  barm,  rather  than  good  ;  because 
it  niay  lead  weak  persons  to  conclude,  that 
ibis  '*  bribery  and  corruption"   as  they  are 
(^oarseli/  called,  are  quite  common  at  elec- 
tions 5    that  no  small  part  of  the  '*  faiihrui 
*'  Commons",  procure  themselves  to  be  re- 
turned by  such  means )    and,  it  may  kad 
saucy  inquirers  to  ask,  how  the  mtmbets 
for  Old  Sarum,  for  St.  Maws,  or  Newtown, 
gr  any  other-member  of  some  three  hundred 
^if  the  boroughs  v^.returocd*  *  So  that^  Ja 
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fact,  the  principal  e05?ct  of  such  discoveries 
is  to  furnish  a  handle 'tb  Jacobins  and  Level- 
lers to  carp  at  oui*  invaliiabte  constitution,  to 
call  aloud  for  reform  in  one  way  or  another, 
and  to  compel  the  loyal  subjects  of  his 
Majesty  to  tak*?  places  and  pensions,  where- 
by to  be  enabled  to  defend  our  Gracious 
Sovereign  and  our  Holy  Religion  against  the 
attacks  of  the  said  Jacob»*js  and  Levellers. 
Ai>d,  flgairtut  this  feafful  evtl>  what  is  the 
^ood  we  obtain  I  Why,  tlm  mighty  good, 
is,  the  seating  of  Htrry  Swarin,  whom 
the  election  men  emphatkrally  call.  Lawyer 
Swann,  inWead  of  Sir  Christopher  Hawkins! 
I  am  really  sorry  to  see  any  Section  peti- 
tions at  nl) ',  and  still  more  sorry  to  see  them 
succeed  s  for^  I  ^m  certain  that  such  succeip 
(ends  to  the  keeping  pp  of  a*  most  miai- 
'diiev(yu»  ddcreptioti.  1%*  i;rb<^  ti#r  hail 
better  g6  im  jost  ^  tt  ii  \joiog.  I  oo  noc 
like  to  sae  any  interruption  to  its  fkrogresi^ 
at  least  in  this  petty  way.  We  are  all  of  u$ 
getting  very  fist  into  a  correct  o^nnton  upon 
every  matter  reliUing  to  the  organization  of 
the  House  of  Cpnamons.  Events^  passed^ 
passing,^  aud  coming  on,  are  great  teach^s^ 
and  will  not  fail  to  naake  12s  aS  perceive  the 
real  source  of  our  burthens  and  calamities^ 
The  day  is  not  tar  distant,  when  it  will  be 
out  or  the  power  of  iiir  Christopher  Hawkins; 
or  any  sudi  rann,  tablind  ♦he  eyes,  or  re^ttaiv 
the  indignation  of  the  injiured  an4  jp^filted 
people  of  EuglMKl,  who  will  not  tor  eyqjjj^ 
held  in  such  terror  a$  not  to  dare  to  9p^i)c 

the  truth  in  plain  terms. -II.  Nbutras 

Co^^MEKCE,  as  regulated  by  the  lastprder 
in  coune^,  became  the  subject  of  a  long 
debate  in  the  House  of  Comqaons,  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  4th  instant,  \i\  ct^isequenoe  of 
a  motion,  made  by  Mr.  Perceval,  for  the 
laying  .of  thit  order  officially , before  the 
H0US9,  with  a  view,  on  his  part,  to  shew, 
that  it  did  not  go  far  enov.gh,  aud  that  the  ' 
forbearance  raanifttsted  in  it  towards  neu- 
trals, was  unwise,  and  was,  indeed,  de- 
grading to  the  country.    The  motion,  after 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


2^ 


rOtmCAL  KEGrSTEH.— - 


sevoraMollg  s^eeche*,  was  not  put  to  the  vote, 
a'ld. 'tliaf,  ^too,    while  the  mover  insisted, 

^  ihaf  no  sound  xirgument  against  its  production 
hiid  been  advanct^d  5  nor  can  I,  for  my  part, 

■  se^  any  x)ther  reason  why  the  latter  did  not 
jdivide  die  liouie  u|>Ott  the  <;uefttiojfi,  except 
that  he   was  conscious,  that  kt?  should  be 

.  left  iii  a  miiwrily  so  snwll'  as  to  rt* nder  his 
party  ridiculoas  amongst  those,  who  Lave 
no  other  uay  of  «Klini^tii*^  tl^  merits  ot  a 
quesiionp,  \hnr\  that  (^'counting  tire  noses  of 
t  iie  Voters. — = — As  fo  \he  pi*opriety  of  issuing 
sucE   ati   order   df  council,    that    question 

-must  be  detenu mcd upon  principles  ot  poli- 
cy, none  o§  ivhich  piinciples  appeared, 
from  the  rdprtft  of  tiic  debate,  to  tje  at  all 
«brti^>«Th»pn»4ble <t>' Mr.  l^ceval",  tihoserrm- 
ed  tcr  bfli*e' lokt'fii^hl  of  e^-ery^  thing  but 
revenge  5  kivttfttt  tereupge,  by  ail  the  roeaiw 
U}  onrpk3w«*|t5  i««gi>t  wy[Xty  to  the  "enemy, 
without  ^\it  least  cSDrtsideratbit  «s  to  the 
consecfaenee*  wirti  regard'to  (nn-»eltes.  This 

was  hftpi^ity  cmxigh  iWustrafed  by  Lord 
Howiefe  i«*#Ni^  torn  pari  <fm  of  fhc  ntanalid 
tl>e  inw»l»y  t  b«t,  Wf'}ortl»h4p,  in  die  con- 
cluAioD*^'  hfr?  'ftpBdchf,  hild  recourse  again, 
tf  the  r«^H)rt 'sf>eJk  truth,  to  one  dt  the  old 
Pitt  ai^tta»ft«%'for  siltmcft^  Iwis  cfpponcnt.% 
an  argi»niem*6l^lJy^ttjn worthy  of  am' mart 
•of  an^prtglft^mkid.  Tliis  \*asfii.— Mifiis- 
lers  have'  iStuwi  *tiwr  -order  in  ^uticil  >  to 
Andfsruk  -with  the  order  inchoiK?il,  or  to  < 
^U  tor  It  \tjth  a  view  toceniupe  it,  i^\^ 
*wd  fettlt  \vlfh  wiiD!«ter»,  or  at  lea»f,  to  ctt* 
J^pess  a-4loubi.a*  their  wisdom  cf  imtgriryy 
H'  ybCL  6ntfertaifi  a  doubt  of  this  wisdom  or ' 
integ'rFty,  you  must  entertain  a  dotibt,  whe- 
ther lh<7  b«  fit  to  fill  I  heir  present  fiituation  i 
and,  therefore,  instead  of  th^s  motion,  in- 
stead of  attacking  thetn  thuj,  by  a  J^ide  wind, 

^  ycfQ  should  more,  at  once,  for  an  address  to 
the  king,  pJaying  hlra  to  turn-  out  the  mi- 
nisters, llirs  argument  is  a  sweejier.  It 
applied  *o  all  times  and  all  circumstances. 
It  was  iM  ^rghment  with  which  Pitt  h  thou- 
•ind  HtSits  Sitcdiced  the  voice  of  his  oppo- 
nentay ,  If  tliere  had  been  a  renliy  inde- 
p^fldbnt  member  in  th^  HoUse,  who  would 
have  said,  *'  with  all  my  heart:  1  will 
^*  move  fiuch  an  address  j  but,  *ny  Lord,  lei 

^**  us  first  agree,  that,  before  we  divide, 
*'  every  placemiin  and  pensioner  shnH  wiih- 
*'  draw/*  If  there  had  been  such  a  roan, 
so   to   speak,    my    Lord   Howick    would 

hot  have  had    much  of  a    triumph. 

III.  The  bill  for  Abolishing  the  Slave 
Tkade  passed,  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
6r,  at  least,  its  passing  was  decided  on, 
on  I'bursday  ihu  5th  instant,  by  a  mojoiity 
of  13(5  against  pO.  So  successful  is  the  cause 
of  **  huinafiily"  whgn  the  ministers  choose 
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to  take  it  up  ! For  my  fjart,  I  think,  that 

this  law  will  produce  great  and  v.irious  mis- 
chief, and  very  little  good  of  any  sort.  I 
am  C(jnvjnce<l,  thiU  the  Slave  Trade,  by  n- 
njwin^i  some  of  vhe  Africans  to  the  islcnds 
of  Amerir.i,  LcifLMtd  theircondition.  That 
they  were  bcUcr  off  in  America  than  m 
Africa;  and,  of  course,  tlwt  there  was  no  . 
inhuinauity,  iu  the  Trade  itsfflf,  gcneially 
spedkmi^.  But,  it  is  ijovv  q\\it«  useless  to 
g'wv,  opinions  u\Ay'A  the  Subject  j  and  all  that 
reuKtins  for  us  to  do,  is,  Uj  fxpi'cssourhojx^ 
that  {he  pj*inc!pU»s,  upt)u  v. l.cii  this  act  has 
been  fr.uufcd,  with  regard i<>  \he Biatks,  may 
not  be  forgftteu,  wiieu  idou  ;j-c  treating  of 
matters  K-lriting  10  the  V\'hiies  of  foreign 
coaturics,  wi\o  are  not,  at  any  rate„less  wor- 
thy of  the  cares  of  humaiilry,  on  account  of 
the  colour  of  their  skin.  In  the  ncw'spaper 
report  of  the  debate,  upon  this  occasion. 
Lord  Grenviile  is  state  i  to  have  said,  th:it, 
having  shewn  to  a  Brkhh  Hwtse  n/-Pt'<Tithat 
humanity  m  as  wounded  by  ihe  Slave  Trade, 
lie  was  sure  he  miglu  saf&jy '  rely  upon  their 
decision  ai^ainst  it  >  forj^etting,  probably, 
that  nil  thaf  he  altenipted  to  shew,  had  been 
shewn  to  a  British  House  of  Peers  twenty 
years  ago,  a!id  at  many  periods  subsequent 
fo  that  time.  But,  his  Lordship  is  reported 
fiirther  to  ha\-e  said,  in  the  form  of  a  ques- 
tion :  **  Whirt  right  do  we  derive  from  any 
**  human  institution,  or  any  diVine  ordi- 
*'  nan<?e,  to  depive  the  nations  of  Africa, 
**  by  forte,  of  the  means  of  lalourifigjor 
•'  tneir  own  advantage,  and  to  compel  them 
**,  to, labour  lor  our  profit?''  A«  no  one 
aiiswered  this  question,  my  Lord,  I  will ; 
and,  my  answer  is  this ;  that  tlie  human  hi- 
Stituiioui  from  which  the  shve-dealer  and 
planltj- derive  this  right,  is^of  exactly  the 
saaie  sort,  as  that,  whewce  your  Lordship 
derives  your  right  to  be,  at  one  and  tlie  same 
time.  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  Auditor 
of  the  Exchequer  5  of  exactly  the  same  sort, 
as  that,  whence  your  l^ordship  derives  your 
fight  to  receive  the  salary,  of  the  former  as 
wen  as  of  t.hpi  latter  office,  while,  as  to  the 
fyimer,  you  are  even  exempted  friom  the  la- 
lymr  of  putting  your  name  to  the  Exchequer 
^  Bills  5  and  that  is,  my  Lord,  the  law ;  acta 
of  parhaiiient,  of  which  there  are  many  to 
sanction  the  Slave-Trade,  and,  in  conse* 
quence  of  vvhich  acts,  .thousands  df  Bri- 
tish subjects  have  deposited  tlieir  fortunes  in 
Wcsl-lndia  property.  As  tp  any  divine  or- 
dinance, sanctioning  this  trade,  there  is  none, 
that  1  know  of,  which  can  be  adduced,  ex- 
cept by  implicatirm  j  nor  is  it  very  extraor- 
dinary, I  presume,  that,  iu  the  history  of  the 
Chihhen  of  Israel,  we  should  not  be  able  to 
ti^^  any  special  piJovi^u-  tor  tlie  govern- 
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ni€iit  of  the  West-India  islands  ;  but,  aiy 
lx>id,  while  1  acknowledge,  that  there  is  no 
divine  ordinance  directly  and  specially  satic- 
tioning  this  traffic ;  while  I  admit  this  fact^ 
I  must  /eject  the  iiit'erenc^  5  for,  1  nvght, 
and  I  would  w*Tt'  it  not  for  the  dread  of 
being  thought  *'  coai-se,*'  defy  the  ingenuity 
i«nd  profundity  of  yoiir  Lordship,  to  discover, 
or  to  deduce,  e\en  after  the  luauuer  of  Ix)rd 
Peter  in  the  Tale  t\(  a  Tnb,  an  autliority, 
from  Holy  Writ,  lor  the  holding  of  llie  two 

oifkes  above-mentioned. 'Xo  ti»e  latter 

part  of  your  J  iOrdbliip'*>  question  I  have  no 
fMWwer  j  for,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that, 
whether  nucn  are  of  black  or  white  skin,  it 
isabominably  wicked  to  deprive  the  many 
of  the  means  o^  bbouring ybr  their  own  ad^ 
vaiUage,  and  to  coinpel  them  to  labour  Jbr 
the  profit  of  the  few.  Atid,  my  Lord,  such 
is  my  way  of  diiuking  upon  this  subject, 
thai  the  oppietsimi  is,  in  my  estimation, 
pnxisely  the  same  in  point  of  guilt,  whether 
tiie  oppressed  P^rty  go  by  the  naaiex>f  pau- 
per, or  that  of  slave,  i  attach,  ray  Lord, 
^^xy  iiitJe  im|K>rtaMce  to  mere  word^  5  aid 
to  me,  it  fiiguiiies  linle  by  what  nMneor  tkle 
the  execrable  oppressor  be  known.  Nor, 
fny  Lord,  am  I  to  be  at  all  amused  with  the 
talk  of  freedom,  heard  from  the  mouths  of 
5ome  foreign  tyrantft»  as  tlie devil  ifi  li^d.to 
c)Uote  scripture  moce  glibly  than  a  fields 
preacher ;  i  look  9t  the  man  aod  hiscondi**^ 
ttou^  and,  if  I.  find,  that  be  labqnrs  dole^y 
tor  the  prolit  ot  others;  that  the  fruit  of  hit 
labour  is  dciWil  away,  ^liesther  by  a  vii»it>fe 
or  invisfhie  hand  f  that^  from  the  teiy  nature 
of  the  stafie  of  thin^^,  it  is  impossible^  gefte* 
Tally  spring,  tliat  l)e  should  e^t^r  possess 
any  thing  worthy  of  the  name  6f  property  \ 
that  he ^hac nothing, upon  the  £ice  of  the 
iearth  but  his  miseries  that  lie  can  cail  his 
own  )  that  his  dress  is  rags ;  that  his  food 
is  barely  suffidetit  to  preserve  H(e ;  that  he 
dafles  not  open  liis  !lps,  lest  his  words  should 
give  pain  to  the  pride  of  his  oppressors  ^ 
^hat  for  him  to  speak  truth  ?s  an  offence  that 
texpotet  him  to  severe  bodily  punishincnt ; 
that,  in  shor(,  he  t>  safiered  to  exist,  even 
kn  this  «tate  c^  misery,  for  the  sole  ptirpose 
f)f  ^labtitig  hi:i  opprest^ors  to  waUow  in 
luxury,  to  re^fi  in  <lebaucli«-r#  to  set  at  de- 
'fiancc  aU  Jaws#  ts^bether  human  or  dirine : 
if  I  ^od  this  tb  be  hi«  titate,  my  Lord^  w!vit» 
ever  be  the  pboc  of  his  abodr  or  the  colour 
^  his  skin,  hy  Whatever  name,  whether  <3f 
4a^#  «a<F,  or  bayonet^  the  in^trntiient  be 
caUcd  that  keeps  him  in  siti^ij^ctfoi!^,  and  by 
-whatever  appdbtion  his  €»ppix»';Mjr5  may 
-chooiic  tn  diAingoi«h  themselves,  siill  I  c;iil 
Jbim  a  ilaufe  ;  mid  «ril1 1  wish  and  Mi  I  pray 
tor  Jbis  (lelivci<3iice  Utoax  tlieir  jpeody  and 
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merciless  grasp.— There  U  nnothef  propo-* 
sition,  ttjo,  ill  whicb  I  have  the  good  fortune 
to  concur  most  heartily  wflh  y6ur  Lordbhip, 
who  is  reported  lo  have  said,  that,  as  men 
became  free,  they  would  feel  an  interest  in 
the  defence  of  their  country  ;  th:U  tluy 
would  fxfl  grateful  towards  the  government, 
and  loy;d  towards  the  king.  Nothing  can  be 
more  consotjant  to  reason,  cHpecially  if  th<i 
men,  thus  becoming  fice,  are  capnlle  of 
duiinguLihiPg  between  freedom  and  slavery ; 
for,  as  your  lordship  \t^  wit^ly  interred,  it 
u  preposterous,  to  the  \A%i  <kgree,  to  ^ip- 
pose,  that  slaves,  an4we/i<ig  to  the  portrait 
above  diawn^  shotild  t<;d  >»ny  intere»t  at  all 
in  the  fate  of  the  soil «  uiiicU  iliey  are  com- 
pelled- to  cultivate  for  the  sok  beiieht  of 
odieri;  and,  that  they  should,  foriliepfe^ 
aervation  ot  n  state o^'  (hingti  in  which  they 
ieel  audi  grievous  oppretiiona*  voluntarily 
risk  that  liftf^  'U'hich  is  siU  4bey  have  to 
preserve.  Theoppreiapraof  au^h  a  people, 
no  matter  by  what  tttbi  designitf^  hav^^ 
though  excessively  atiipid,,  sometiroea,  in  all 
other  respects,  generally  bepn  toacotuiing  to 
suppose,  that  tlseir  tlavos  would  fK)t  gladly 
emhnoeoMjf  change  ihaiicifhiofier  it^elf^ 
from  whatever  quarter  propeedtng,  well 
knowing,  that-na  change  couU  poseibiy  be 
for  the  won&  Hence  itiai,  ^at,  as  in, the 
case  of  the  old  -govermnaH  ok  Frsuce^'diey 
have,  i^isfle  thty  no^dt  mCich  <a]k  W  liie 
hffuvery  and  iofadtyr  i|f  ^their  tteopl^  upoii 
whose  6deltty  and  love  they  aftected  to  place 
implicit  reliapoe,  taken  Care  to  have  a  strong 
body  o{  Ibreign  troops  in  tlie  heart  of  their 
country.  Yet,  as  in  the  instance  t  havt 
ref«-reid  to,  this,  precaution  has*  in  the  end^ 
always  proiiiMl  us^ess  ^  and  lias  lnd/eed«  only 
served  to  hasten  the  flownfall  of  the  prodi- 
gate  oppressors.  So  tliat,  I^  upon  this  poiiit» 
agree  with  you  most  cordUlJy,  my  lore', 
that  for  a  country  to  have  a  .^cure  defence 
against  a  powerful  «neiny,  tlve  great  mass  of 
the  people  must  feet  tLat  tlie  state  of  things 
is  worth  prOden4ng}  and^  that.  In  shorty 
fof  «  people  to  venture  tlieir  liv^,  or  to 
make  any .  voluntary  sacridces  at  all,  m 
defence  o£  tlieir  aHintry,  tliey  must  be  well 
convinced,  thKt  a  cliaugc  6t^  master&  wouid 

make  their  state  wort^e  ihnn  it  now  is. 

IV.  The  Hamp^kike  Pciition  is,  at  last, 
before  tliii  House  of  Cauimoj^s,  it  liavln^ 
been  presented,  pn  tl^  0th  instant  by  Mr. 
Ashtoh  Smith.  The  nature  or"  thi<j  pcutio/i 
has  been  b^foiie  described,  k  ctau plains  o£ 
undae  iiiflucj^te  having  be^i  ma4e  use  of, 
by  persohs  tii  cflfce,  in  order  to  procure  th«f 
retiiru  of  Mes6ts.  Thistk^hwaitemuJ  Her- 
bert; Mid,  though  the  i«iiii?>ttfrs,  well  hack-* 
ed  as  ihey  ari^^  a^p«;ar  10  iuva  yui  a  buhl  i.ic# 
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upon  the  matter,  they  did  seem  to  be  somewhkt 
sore.  The  petition  on  the  motion  of  Mr.Smith 
was  to  b4j  taken  into  consideration  on  the 
13th  5  and  the  matter  will,  .probably,  have 
been  disposed  of  before  this  sheet  reaches  the 
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all  such  points  y  how  rigidly  he  adhered  to 
those  pure  prixtjpiples  pf  his  great  patron, 
'which  pFopored  jfo);  the  said  patron  the  sar* 
naipe  gST  heqilen^irhi]  boe  realljr  is  at  some 
litlle  loss  to  gu^^  ^^  the  cause  or  his  having 
been  sdected^^siL  leader  in  anenterprize  of 
<this  sort.',  The  fact  is,  1  believe,  that  he 
has'npt  bepn  selected  j  but  has  stepped  Ibrth 
of  his  own  freewill,  behig  thereonto  moved 
hj  the  moitiiicatiQn^  which  he  must  have 
'tiaturally  feh^  at  seeing  his  principality  of 
'Hampshire,  where  I  had,  for  some  eighteen 
months,  the  honour  to  be  numl)ered  amongst 
4] is  subjects,  p^ss  Tot*  *ver  from  undbc  his 
paternal  sway.  ——Whatever  may  have 
'  been  the  cause  of  this  petition,  as  ^  as  the 
motives  pf  the  petitioners  are  concerned, 
that  the  pett^:io9  js  a  proper  one,  no  impar- 
tial person  will,  1"  should  think,  attempt  to 
dcmy^  and,  in  Hampshire,  at  least,  it  is 
well  »nb\vrt,  that  there  are  many  indepen- 
*deut  and  worthy  men  am(>ftg^t  the  petition 
'  ers.— — As  to  the  nnsuccessfiU  candidate^, 
of  Mr.  Chute's  conduct  I  shdJUpekk  fuby. 
when  occasion  shall  ser\'e,  to  th'^Tfecholders 
of  Hampshire;  but,  to  Sir  Henry  Mildmay 
the  cc0|^^.^l=9>  unqiicBiionabiy,.  much  in- 
debted/ ""fiifi  conduct",  froKi  the  beginning 
'  to  the  end  was  frwnk  and  Imnourabfe  ;  aTui, 
it  was  to  hjip  thar  the  coufity  W4s  in- 
debted  tor  ihe  election  ^i^yeff.  .  . 
Continental  w^a»-— It   was  ny  in-, 


tention  to  have  given,  in  this  sheet,  extract* 
from  the  daily  newspapers,  shewing  the 
progress  of  the  belligerent  lie,  witli  which 
the  senseless  metropolis  was  amused  and  agi- 
ta;ed  during  the  eight  days  that  ended  on  the 
1st  of  this  months  but,  though  I  am  still  bf 
opinion  that  it  would'  be  useful  to  put  these, 
samples  of  news-paper  veracity  and  wisdom 
upon  record,  I  have  not  the  room,  without 
excluding  the  exoellent  Letter  upon  the  Slate 
of  Ireland,  to  which  my  motto  applies,  and 
which,  when  it  has  been  read,  I  am  sure  all 
my  correspondents,  whose  productions  are 
kept  back,  will  readily  excuse  the  delay.— —^ 
I  carmot,  however,  refrain  from  stating  the 
substance  of  this  long-lived  aud  .hard-dying 
lie.*  ■  ■  When  I  was  a  lx>y,  we  used,  in  or- 
diV  to  draw  off  tlie  harriera  from  the  trail  of 
a  hare  that  we  had  set  down  as  our  own  pri- 
vate property,  get  to  her  haunt  early  in  the 
morning,  and  drag  a  red-herring,  tied  to  a 
string,  four  or  five  miles  over  hedges  and 
ditches,  across  fields  and  through  coppices, 
till^  ifre  got  to  a.  point,  whence  we  were 
pretty  suns  the  hunters  would  not  return  to 
the  spot  where  they  had  thrown  off;  and, 
though  1  would,  by  no  means,  be  under- 
stood, as  comparing  the  editors  and  proprie- 
tors of  the  I^pndon  daily  press  to  animals 
half  so  sagacious  dud  so  faithful  as  hounds, 
I  cannot  help  thiaking,  that,  in  the  case  to 
which  we  are  referring,  they  must  have 
bee^  misled,  at  first,  •l)y  some,  political  de- 
ceiver, it  was  on  Saturday,  the  24th  of 
January,  that  the  Morning. Chronicle,  the 
leader  of  the  pack,  came^  auat  once,  athwart 
the  drag.  Scarcely  had  his  well-known 
voice  reached  the  ears  of  his  wide-ranging 
brethren,  when  they,  knowing  hin\to  be,  of 
late,  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  huntsman 
at  Whitehall,  joined  in  the  jovial  cry,  while, 
from  Downing-street  to  St.  James's  and 
from  St  James*s  to  the  'Change,  there 
bbrtt  forth  one  nniver>:fl  hark-forward, 
and  every  fool  you  met  shook  you  hf 
the  hand,  and  laughingly  told  you,  that 
the  French  liad  been  defeated  by  the 
Russians  with  the  loss  of  40,000  men,  all 
their^  baggage  and  artillery,  with  ten  gene- 
rals made  prisoners,  and  Baonapart6  mortally 
wounded,  in  this  way  the  chaoe  continued 
until  the  next  day  about  noon,  when  the 
Fjfench  Bulletins,  down  to  the  48lh  in  num- 
ber, and  in  date  so  low  as  the  3d  of  January, 
three  d.^ys  later  than  the  date  of  the  battles, 
airiwd  -J  and,  as  they  spoke  of  no  battle, 
aitc:  that  of  the  2uth  of  Deceiuber,  which 
the  nt"  spapers  had  acknqwledged  was  in 
fv)Uf  f^the  French,  the  pack  seemed  ra- 
Uicr  to  s  cken  in  the  pursuit.  What  they 
\A  anted  iii,  |\u\.v  however^  l|iey  amply  madb 
u^  ior  jii  tongue,  and  having,  by  Monday 
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morning^,  had  time  to  turn  their  -wind,  the 
cry  was  revived,  and,  though  in  tones  some- 
v^hat  less  expressive  of  eagerness,  it  was,  I 
think,  rather  louder  tlian  before.    On  Tues- 
<iay,  however,  the  scent  evidently  began  to 
grow  cold.     Part  of  the  pack  gave  tongue 
only  here  and  there  upon  a  favourable  sjK)t ; 
and  the  Morning  Chronicle,  who  had  led 
off  in  such  stile  on  the  first  day,  began  to 
run  mute,  and  were  it  not  for  the  rear  of 
being  thought  coarse,  I  would  say,  that  he 
seemed  lo  keep  up  with  the  pack  only  from 
dread  of  the  Whipper-in ;  and,  on  Wednes- 
day,  though     the    puppies    still    kept  on 
with  as  mndi  glee  and  noise  as  ever,  he  not 
orily  ran  mute,  but  turned  short  about,  and 
in  spite  of  the  terrors  of  the  whip,  began  to 
bunt  heel.     But,  on  Thursday,  after  a  te- 
dious fault,  and  when  only  no«v-and-theD  a 
disregarded  yelp  was  to  be  heard,  the  vhole 
pack,  as  if  their  months  had  been  opened  by 
one  and  the  same  wire,  set  up  a  fuU  9od 
most  melodious  cry,  upon  the  arrival  of  sun- 
dry letters  from  various  ports  in  th^, Baltic, 
Holland,   France,  and  elsewhere,,  all  p^- 
fectly  concurring  in  the  important  facts, 
that  the  French  had  been  defeated,  with  the 
loss  of  80,000  men,  80  pieces  of;  arlillery, 
and  that  they  were  retreating  tlirough  tlie 
Frassiai)  states  with  the  utmost  po^piiation, 
j^reatly  dreadmg  tb^  Austriaps,  ^YhoV  lahder 
tlie  Archduke Qharles,  weye, pushing  on  to 
CJt  off  their  retreat,  *'  thus  exhibiting   to 
*'  insulted  Europe  the  reverses  and  the  spee- 
•'  dily  approaching  fal\^Llhe  scourge  of  the 
"  human  race  i^  JHsomu^l^,  ^liiU^  .on  Fri- 
day,  "  Notwithst^ding  the  soleinnity..  of 
*'  the  day,  it  being  the  anniversary  of  the 
•'  death  of  the  blessed  Martyr**  (I   quote 
nearly  word  for  word)  '*  tlie  'Cliajige  was 
**  as  mtich  croud«d  as  if  it  had  not  ^een  a 
**  holyday  ;  and  p^ple  seemed  absAlutely 
*'  beside  themselves  with  joy,  the  news  of 
^'  the  defeat  of  the  French  coming  together 
*'  with  the  promulgation  of  tlie  Finance 
*'  Plan  appearing  to  have  overpowered  the 
"  feehngs  of  a  grateful  and  loyal  people." 
Alas  I  it  was  a  mere  transitory  effect  of  the 
political  red-herring ;  for,  on  the  Saturday, 
the  scent  became  as  cold  as  a  stone  j  and, 
on   the  Monday,  the  Morning  Chronicle 
solemnly  assured  its  readers,  that  the  lit- 
tle bulletin,  which  it  had  published  itself 
under  the  namci  of  Lord  Howick,  never  had 
^  been  promulgated  by,  or  received  the  sanc- 
tion   of,   his  Majesty's  Ministers  !     Some 
miserable  attempts  have  been  made,  and  are 
yet  making,  to  ward  off  the  charge  of  \vilful 
filsehood,  or  of  unparalleled  folly,  so  justly 
alleged  against  tiie  da^,  newspapers  ;  but, 
the  whole  of  their  statjfifimits  upon  this  sub- 
ject, wilhaut- the  least  cxcTpiiuu,  are  now  ^ 
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fully  proved  to  have  been  false  ;  and,  to  one 
or  the  other  of  the  charges  they  must  plead 
guilty.  And  yet  it  is  to  this  press  j  to  the 
at  once  silly  and  venal  wretches  (hat  con- 
duct and  that  own  this  press,  that  we  are  to 
loolc  for  facts  and  opinions !  Is  it  any  won- 
der, that,  under  such  teachers,  the  nation  is 
kept  in  such  profound  ignoraiKre  as  to  its 
situation  and  its  interests?  if  a  tliousand 
oi  ijjie  most  crafty  villains  that  the  world 


"    0h'uiCATB    InVKSTIOATIOK.** So  ! 

alFs  well  aga'm  •  I  ^^ve  too  great  an  affec- 
tion for  the  liberty  of  person,  as'  well  as 
Jtb^ty  of  the  press,  to  speak  of  the  conduct 
of  anybody^.g^cpn^eqted  with  this  subject, 
e*fcept  the eljitoc tribe Moniing  Post;  bat, 
of  Aw  conduct  J '  will  1?peak  J  and  all  the 
world  shall  riever  hush  up  the  subject,  as 
long  a^  I  am  able  to  publish  this  work ;  for, 
1  will  take  care  to  keep  it  alive  by  observa- 
tions made  once  a  quarter,  or  so ;  and, 
upon  the  annfverimry  of  the  day,  when  Sir 
John  Dougl^^  aa4  ^^^  ^^7  were  publicly 
threatened  wHbxleath  forhaVin|  given  cer- 
tain evidence,  1  will  repeat  in  substance,  all 
the  Morning  Post  has  published  upon  the 
investigation,  "the  rfe/zca/f  investigation!" 
Not  a  word  do  we  now  hear  against  Sir  John 
and  Lady  Douglas.  It  would  seem  that  we 
were  in  a  dream,  when  vee  heard  those  dread- 
ful denuncMtions- against  the  witiicsses,  who,, 
as  We  were  told,  h^  been  suborned  to  give 
evidence  in  this  case.  All  is  now  innocence ' 
and,  reaUy,  one  would  suppose,  that  no  in- 
vestigation at  all,  of  any  sort,  had  evet^  ta- 
ken place.  All  that  we  now  hear,  is^  "that 
her  Royal  Highness  the  Princess  of  Wales  i& 
to  attend  the  next  Drawing  Room,,  by  the 
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exprcss  desire  of  his  Majesty/'  And,  lehy 
not  atteu^  it  I  Why  not  ? .  Why  wait  for 
the  express  desire  of  the  king  ?  What  does 
the  Morning  Vqat,  oiean  to.  ii^sini»ate  by  a 
notification  of  this  fciad.i  Jf^h^'n,  ipdeed, 
t  le  next  Prawing  Room  js  to  be  held,  tlie 
Morning  Post  has  pot  tt>ought  proper  to  ia^ 
fjnn  ujij  gnd,  as  a  proti>und  philowplief 
Jike  h'xm  kno^ji's  very  well,  V[]any  things  nfiay 
happen  beforq  tl)c,  nc^xt  Pra>yiug  Room  1^ 

beid. I'h  is .  iTopcliJor  [hp  pre^ei^t.     Ne)it 

week  die  subject  shall  be  revived. 

Sir   FaAN^ii^  Buj^dbjt's  -Di^viejh—. — 
On  the  5tli  instant,  ^a  dii}ni^rwas^lven  to 
Sir  Francia  Jiuydet^!  ^  th«  Croxyn  and  A"* 
fhor  Rtx)n)»#.  to,  wl>icl>   jioo  people  sat 
down.     A  dinQefy  some. would  say,  has  no^ 
thing  tp  do  with  politics  ^  but,^  this  dit)uer 
^as  much  to  do  with  politics  3  and,  thenex( 
time  the  editors  of  the -bribed  press  are4alk^ 
ing  about  the  insigji>it^jajjce  of  Sir  J?.  Bur- 
nett, I  wQpld  beg  <jf  them  to  name  ^iiy 
f>iher  roan  now  in  this  kingdom,  or  tJiat  l>4s, 
of  late  years,  liypd  in  this  kingdon^,  who 
could  lind  1500  people,  volu^iiarily   to  give 
half  a  guinea  each  for  the  sake  of  dicing  with 
him.     JJuiing  the  last  election  these  hire- 
Img^i  at^eoted  to  regard  him  a»  n  simptctoni 
4:d,   like  a  child,  by  oshefs,   and  having, 
within  himself,  no  cesouFces,  either  of.  ta- 
-   \  nt  or  of  iniiuencc.     Now,  they  call  him 
%)G  Grandl^ana,  exhibited,  opcein  a  whiltf, 
lor  the  purpose  of  keeping  hi?  party  alive. 
Nevermind:  whether  called  **Lama*'  or 
♦' Goose,"  if  he  keep  steadily  onward,  inva- 
riably acting  upon  the  principles  which  hein^ 
culcated  from  the  hustings  at  Brentford,  he  will 
see  his  enemies  and  the  eremies  of  his  coun- 
try completely  \inder  hisfeet. — His.  speech, 
at  this  dinner,  lil^eoll  his  other  speeches,  was 
excellent ;  though,  ^s  to  tfie  finance  Flan, 
he  would  seem>  fron^  tho  report  of  hi& speech, 
not  to  ent^r^iiq  ej^actly  the  s^m^  sen:iments 
with  me.    That  he  is  perfectly  right  as  to 
its  ultimo  to  intended  %i^McXy  I  agree;  but,  I 
think,  he  is  mistake^  as  to  >yhat  wU]  be  its 
real  effect  jp  that  r^pect  3  and,  I  am  per- 
suaded, tliat^  >vhr>Q  h^  has  taken  time  to 
reflect,  he  ^ill  |ind  pcaspq  to  agree  uith 
ine,  ^hat,  |iev«rr,.  iif  long  as  he  sh^Uiive, 
will  anj  oiiiiister,  however  bold  a:i«i  how- 
ever backed,  altvvupt  iq  impose  a  new  taX- 
What  the  ^)!an  wiU  jiually  produce  must  be 
|i  matter  of  spt^puliuion.     But,  tl)o  stop  put 
to  taxation  is  a  good  without  alloy.     I'he 
tyranny  of  tlie  taxmg  system  c:?nuot  be  in- 
creased ;  and  tl>e  faster  itn  ixirruptipns  in- 
cre-Js  .  the  sooner  will  they  come  toaa  end. 
B.  i.  Li.The  p^rpet'jati':g  qf  \h^  war-iaxes  is 
inuiujg,  la  my  opuiim,  stjjainst  ^he  plan } 
jbr,  as  1  always  said,  so  \  always  believed, 
^ai  nouti  of-  those  taxes  woulcl  ever  havt 
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been  repealed,  unless,  indeed,  we  could 
haye  suppose  it  likely  for  Napoleon  to  be 
overthrown.  That  new  taxes,  were  talked 
of  in  the  king's  speech  I  kpow ;  and,  I 
shall,  upoa  a  tUture  occasion,  inurk  the  in- 
consistency ',  ti>at,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  a  promise  was  made  to  take  oft' all  the 
war  taxes  at  peace,  J  know  very  well  ^  and, 
I  aua  aware,  that  the  present  splendid  boast 
may  be  merely  the  forerunner  of  son>e  enor- 
mous grant  out  of  the  public  money.  But, 
t/tere  are  to  be  i\o  new  taxes  for  t/yee  years 
to  cowe, .  We  are  explicitly  $oUl,  that  new 
tj^xes  are.  not  necessary.  And  to  thi?  pro-  • 
mise  and  tliis  declaration  we  will  bold  the 
ministers^  Ju  a  word,  the  plan  will,  in 
my  opinion,  hasten  the  great  and  happy 
^veot,  which  I  have  been  so  long  ptaying 
for ;  and  for  this>  as  well  as  for  the  slopping 
of  the  progress  of  taxation,  1*  hcaruly 
*  thank  thvi,minister^.-.^— The  charges  ol"  Sir 
Francis,  against  the  present  miHisters,  of 
having  broken  their  faith  with  the  people, 
are  all,updeuiably  true;  and,  it.  there  b<< 
a?vy..fav;iU  in  his  censure,  upon  this  score,  it 
is  that  of  too  much  mildness  ;  for,  in  speak- 
ing of  il^eir  apostacy,  ic  U  impossible  to  be 

too  severe, -The  toast  l^as  been  a  subjegl 

pf  carping  with;  tho  hired  prerw  ^  but  it  is 
the  toast  given  by  the  DuHe  of  Norfolk, 
Jioiv  t>ord  Lieivtenant  of  the  coimty  of  Sust 
Sex,  who  is  also  now  again  of  the  king's 

privy  council. Tl>e  oipission  to   drink 

the  hcidth  of  the  king  was  a  mere  matter  of 
taste,  n^e  company  did  not  choc^e  bi  do 
it  i  and,  thej'  seemed  to  be  guilty  of  h^p- 
cricy.  T1|c  king's  health  is  full  as  good  as 
\f  it  had  been  drunk  at  the  Crown  aiid  An- 
chor J  por  is  it  any  better  for  being  regular-f 
ly  given  at  every  dinner  of  place- t^icn,  pen- 
sioners, tax  giitherers,  and  hired  *>R'ri!ers* 
Itmj^ybe  given,  or  not,  as  the  feelings  of 
the  parties  may  dictate  j  but  to  make  it  a 
rule .t,o  give  it,  whatever  rnay  be  the  send •! 
meqis  of  the  company,  is  the  nio^t  cticciual 
way  of  rendering  it  contemptible. 

OKDy\NCF.  Office. In   Uiy  next  I 

proj)a''eto  publish  a  letter,  M'hich  I  have  re- 
ceived, in  answer  to  q  fprmer  correspondent, 
who  recommended  the  abolisliing  of  the 
Master-Greneraishlp  of  the  Ordnance,  anc^ 
tiie  placing  of  that  department  under  the 
Duke  of  York  J  hut,  in  the  meanwhile,  I 
canri^t  helpjust  observing,  tlwt  I  contidentT 
ly  hope,  1  i>[\M\  be  regarded  as  the  very  last 
man  in  thp  kingdoni  to  back  such  a  recom- 
mendation. 

'*  Lkarni  p  Languages." 1  have  vet 

ceivcd  liirge  packets  upon  th\s  subject.  My 
correspondent,  who  called  himself  **  a  l:ite 
member  of  Queen's  College,  Oxford,"  30<i 
who  diited  his  Utter  from  t|ie  Icpiple,  no\Y> 
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t<?lh  me,  that  h«  is  so  t";ir  satisfied  with  my 
«xplanaiioij ;  that  the  dirtcrence  bet\^'een  us  ' 
is  nnw  86)  small,  as  to  induce  him  to  (Mine  i 
tayuig  anjj  part  iH  the  contest.     But,  I  beg  \ 
leave  to  inform  him,  tliat  he  ha.s  again  mil-  { 
understood   nie^   4iud   that^   hy  the  words  ' 
*■'  general  educad&tii^  I  do  not  meait,  .as  he 
would  appear  to  sin>j)ose,  ^'  ih^  ^ducfttion  g/*  | 
**  man  kindin  general  ;'*  but,  the  education  i 
of  gentlemen  in  general,  and   of  |>er9oas  of  ( 
tlie  learned  professions  in  generaL     I  inubt  j 
iiot>  if  I  can  help  it,  sufler  this  lake  mem-   j 
ber  of  Queen's  College   to,  withdraw   from  \ 
the  contest  9  and,   tliertfore,   I   will  re&tatd 
piy  propositions,  and  eudeavour   so  fo  ejc* 
press  tayseif  49  to  leave  no  ground   for  ex^ 
cuse,    on  tlie    score    of   misapprehension-. 

1 .  That  the  Latin  and  Greek  lan^uoges  art 
vnpropcrly  called  the  learned  lojiguagee, 

2.  That  tlic  te^cUing  of  those  languages  to 
persons  who  are  to  become  statt^men,  Jegisla^ 
tors,  lawyers,  physicians,  or  priests,  is 
tvorse  than  useless.  To  niisiuiderstood  my 
meaning  now  Wculd,  I  think,  require  a 
head  to  have  been  at  Icn^it  ?.0  j'cars  in  stutf- 
ing  with  wards ;  and,  therefore,  if  that  of  ' 
Chelate  member  of  Queen's  College  does  ! 
really  contain  any  idcMs,  Jet  rae  hope,  tliat 
4his  re-btatement  of  my  propositions  will 
draw  tjjeuj/ortji.v  ,..  .    . 

Sir  JottN  Am€tj?.utuer. In  page i 77, 

i  stated,  upon  authority  which,  1  thought 
pood,  some  fiicjs  respecilng  tliis  gentleman  ; 
put,  from  tjie  letter,  whicli  v/ill  he  found 
l>elow^  it  appears,  that  this  information  wa3 
jK)t  cootl,  the  facts  being,  almo'^t  the  who^e 
of  them,  grossly  incoitect,  and,  -some  of 
fhem  totally  unfounded,  proceeding  from 
nothing  bettor  tlian  naere  rumour,  .Hea^^ 
iiowev£r,  we  have  an  instance  ot'  the  \m:vci-, 
lessncss,  and  even  of  the  benefit  of  the 
j)ress,  as  long  as  it  is  [perfectly  free  from  cor- 
rupt ion.  The  facts  were  not  .true,  and 
many  persons  will  have  imbibed,  from  ihenx, 
a  false  opinion  of  Sir  J.  Anstruther ;  but> 
the  same  channel  being  opew  to  tlie  contra- 
diction, all  the ,  ingonvenieuc^  which  the 
siatement  produces  to  the  misrepresented 
|)arty,  is,  the  trouble  of  making  that  coutra- 
du'tion^  and^  for  this  trouble  he  is  amply  ' 
4)aidby  tlie  opportunity,  which  the  occasion 
3lfords  hiraof  <4ojngaway,  in  'the  roost  ef* 
/ectuul  manner,  even  the  ntmours  wliich 
were  afloat  against  bira. 

Tb    .CO R K«SPOXDE STFC ^ 

A  Mtt.  Joji:;  Bone,  wh6  dates  his  letters! 
from  the  **  Office  of  Tranqjillity,'*  having  [ 
jnade  a  public  complaint  against  me,  in  the  • 
Courier  newspaper,  for  not  having  inserted  . 
a  letter  of  his,  sent  me  for  publication,  and 
<or  not  having  answered  an  appHcation  from 
Jiimfor  tlie  returp  of  the  said  Jett^r^  I  beg  j 
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leave  to  remind  my  currespondenlfi,  and  h^ 
readers  in  gooeral,  of  the  noiiticati(mt 
which  I  gjve.,  Jong  ago,  to  corresipoodenti, 
atui  wjMch  were  as  lb  How :  \ .  That  J  alwa.y4 
read,  assouu-as  fioj^ible,  .amlwlth  as  roucj^ 
attentiouas  [  w«s  master  uf,  .every  comma- 
uicatiQQ  with  which  I  \km  favonretl.  2. 
Tjhat  i  never  did  in  myiile,  and  that  I  never 
would,  tiiargu,  or  accept  of,  any  thing  for 
t^^  inseriiou  of  exiy  commuiiicaiion.  3. 
That,  w^de  I  by  no  means  preteuded  to  set 
myself  up  an  a  critic/ J  tnu^t  of  necessity 
exercise  nxyjudgmeiU,  wilh  pe«pect  »to  the 
ti^iie  ol'  iiisertiou^  and  also  wiiii  respect  to 
the  merits  .and  utiHrj'  .(it  the  jrerformance. 
4.  Thiit  every  p.iper  iraw^iitted  to  me  f(^r 
insertion  in  /hi;  Regr»ter.  must  te  regarded 
as  ray  own  property  frorn  the  moment  it  wag 
received.  And,  5.  4'hat  it  was  impossible 
for  me  to  answ;;r  the  letiers  -of  correspon- 
A^n\l  I  and,  ihat  no  oxx^'^t  UHKdd,  in  fu 
tore,  be  given  — r-^I  ejffpresBtd  my  hope, 
that  no  arrogance  would  be  ascribed  to  me  ia 
laying  down  these  rules ;  I  shewed,  I  .think 
clearly^  that  an  observance  of  them  waa 
absolutely  necessary  ,5  ahd,  that  my  reasons 
v«ere  generally  thought  good,  maV  .be  in- 
ferred from  the  fact,  that,  since  they  were 
given,  the  only-sul^ea  of  J^grot  .with  me, 
as  to  tjiis;departnient  of  my  werk;  has  bepn, 
tiiat  I  Jiave,  for  want  of  rooiti;  been  so  fre- 
queirtly  compelled  to  deft?r  the  insertion  of 
valuable-productions. — —Such  being,  then, 
ih^  conditions,  upon  which  I  received  the 
letter  of  Mr.  John  Bone,  I  nviy  safely  leave 
the  public  to  judge  of  the  justice  of  his 
comprint.  But,  notwitJistanding  such  con- 
ditions, I  slipuld  haji'e  answered,  his  private 
letter,  in  *vbich  he  requested  his  ;puhlic  pa* 
per  to  .be  returned,  had  not  thati  .letter  ap- 
.peared  to  me  to  savour  m€«;e  ^f  a.commana 

tlian  of  a  request. 1  base  .read  his  papei;, 

and  whatever  njiy  opinign  may  be  of  :it8  me- 
jrits,  the  su^ect  :it  treats  of  being  of  vast 
importance,  it  shall  be  .inserted  ,j,  but,  as  to 
the  time.tahen^  ithat  must  ^he.'left  .for  me  to 
judge  of.  The  suljject  i^,  the^^oor-Lawsj 
and,  it  will,  I  think,  ^[jpear  to  be  on^ 
wiich  though  of  fearfql*  ;wjagnitude,  caa 
very  well  admit  of  delay  iiq  ^the  discussion. 
It  is  trcicj,  that  i  inserted  ,3  letter,  on  the 
ptlier  side,  eady  id  October  >  but,  of  late, 
there  has  not  been  :EOora  for  bo  long  a  letter 
as  Mr.  Bone's  without  excluding  cnat^er  of 
me^e  4auaediate .  int^nwt. 


Si^,-^n  ^0  lilies  of  your  last  Register 
(page  177),  you  have,  I  hope  unintentional- 
ly, inserted  y  gross  errors  in  fact,  with- re- 
gard to  the  gentleu)an^  wlio,  with  a  flippant 
alfocution^  ill  suixt^  X9  a  ac^u  qf  M;n:»e  au4 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


2By1 


political'  register.— Sir v/bAn  Ansiruther.  [240 


oftelent,  wlich- 1  esteem  you  to  be,  you  de- 
nominate a  Sir  J.  Anstrather. — Yon  have 
stated  his*  salary  "as  C.  Justice  of  Indin" 
to  have  been  **  sdJXXO  a  year;"  a  reference 
to  the  charter  of  the  supreme  court  at  Cnl- 
cutta  (I  believe  the   I3th   Geo.  3d),   will 
shew  you  tliat  in  this  first  assertion  you  were 
mistaken  or  misinformed. — You  have  said, 
that  after  a  residence  of  7  years  in  Calcutta, 
he  has  "  upon  his  retirement  a  pension  of 
**  i'S  ,000  from  the  Company  :'•  in  the  first 
place,  His  pension  is  pot  near  so  much,  and, 
in  the  next,  thmigh  it  is  paid  out  of  the  In- 
dian revenues,  fie  does  nek.  derive  it  from 
the  Company,  nor  hold  it  at  their  pleasure, 
but  under  an  Act  of  the  legislature^  37  Geo. 
3d.     The  Company  can  neither  grant  uor 
■withhold  the  Judges'  pensions. — ^Ybu  have 
asserted,  that  Sir  J.  A.  has  **  lately  been  ap- 
^  pointed  Jnd^e  of  the  catises  that  come  be- 
'*-  fore  the  PriVy  Council ;"  he  ctfrtainly  lias 
been  sworn  a  Privy  Counltellor,  and  there- 
fore, ex  vi  termini r  may  be  called  a'Jud^ 
of  the  causes  coming  before  tliat  trilxunai ; 
but  he  ha>  not  been  appointed  a  Judge,   any 
more,  or  otherwise,  thun  any  Privy  Counsel- . 
lor  who  has  been  sworn  tliese  20  ye:u:s  ;  if 
h^  had,  or  could  have  been   so  appointed, 
I  think  much  public  bea«*fit  would  have 
been  derfved  from  his  legal  knowledge,  but 
more  particularly,  from  his  intimate  acquiin- 
tance  with  the  subjects  of  colonial  litigati- 
on ;    hearing  appeals  from  colonial  courts 
forming  no  inconsiderable  part  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Privy  Council. — You  also  say,  that 
to  this  **  office,  a  salary  of  of  1,500  a  year 
•*  is  affixed  }'*  nov^f  I  assure  you,  and  a  little 
enquiry  will  convince  ypu  of  the  fact,  that 
he  does  not  receive  one  shiliing  for  his  at- 
tendance or  aid  at  the  Privy  CouihHI  j  and 
that  by  the  6th  of  Anne,  neither  he,  nor 
any  other  Privy  Counsellor  sitting  as  he  does 
in  Parliament,  could  receive  any  remunera- 
tion for  such  newly  created  office,  had  it  in 
fact  been  created.    On  this  subject  I  have 
only  to  notice  another  mistake,  arising  out  of 
the  last  >  if  he  does  not  rficeive  a?ry  salary  or 
remtmeratioo,  what  you  have  heardt,  and  now 
assert,  about  the  place  being  made  a  patent 
one,  and  that  we  shall  have  to  pay  his  salary 
for  life,  roast  be  as  unfoimded  as  every  other 
part  of  the  statement. — ^This  jn-ofouod  ig- 
norance of  all  the  facts  already  noticed,  may 
account  for  your  calling  the  gentleman  to 
whom  they  relate,  ▲  Sir  J.  Austrother,'as  if 
he  were  a  new  aod  totally  unknown  map  to 
his. country  as  well  as  to  you.     The  truth  is, 
that  Sir  J.  A.  solongsii.ee  as  the  commence- 
ment of  HastiMs's  trial,  now  hear  20  years 
ago,  was  of  sufficient  eminence  (a  fact  that 
iv4  ^^  y^)  ^  ^^^  House  of 


Commons,  to  have  been  selected  as  a  ma- 
nager of  the  prosecution  witli  Messrs.  Fox, 
Bo'-ke,  kc,  &c. ;    and  prior  to  his  going  to 
India  as  Chief  Justice,  he  held  such  a  rank 
in  his  profession  here,  as  to  have  been  on 
theBpnch,  and  to  liave  been  Attorney  or 
Solicitor  General  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and 
Counsel  to  the  Board  of  Control  — In  1798, 
he  arrived  in  India  as  Chief  Justice,  selected 
and  sent  out  under  the  3 7tb   Geo.  3d.,  ex- 
pressly for  the  purpose  of  retrenching  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  law  generally,  and  of  abolishing 
such  offices  under  tl^p  Court  as  he  might 
deem  unnecessary.     Hftw  he  executed  these 
delicate  and  difficult  tasjcs/  let  those  who 
have  been  in  India,  anj  who  ;jre  best  ac- 
quainted with  the  subj^t.  declare  5  I  do  not 
profess  to  be  a  judge,  .^The   result  of  his 
mission   is  well  and  generally  known  j    he 
diminished  the  expense  of  ViJc  the  Supreme 
Court   to   the   India  'CoiDpanv  above  oue- 
tlvirdj  and  the  expenses  of  suitors  full  one- 
half  3   and.  after  a  ressidence  exceeding  the 
lime  iequired  by  the  Act  37  Geo.  3d,  |ve- 
tnrning  ncm  the  e:;erciieof  .1  very  laboriovis 
duty,   in  a  climate, pecaiiiny  hostile  to  Hfe, 
hi?  sovereign  has  grar.tcd  him  that  reward,  . 
which,  under  an  act  of  the  legislature,  he 
was  authorized  to  bestow  5    and  which,  | 
rjiink  it  cannot  be  denied.  Sir. J.  A.  has 
/iiliy  and  fairly  merited. — If  he  has  taken, 
or  intends  to  take,  a  7ealv)us  part  in  the  de- 
fence   of  Marquis   Wulle^ley,    the   fact   is 
truly  and  egaally  honoo.r  iMe  to  both.     He 
held  the  2d  irank  in  the  country  which  Lord 
W.  governed,  and  during  the  whole  of  his 
lordship's   administration  ;     having  hnJ  no 
share  in  the  government,  he  is  in   no  possi- 
ble respect  inyjViicated  in  any  of  its  measures. 
The  office  which  he  filled,  pot  it  out  of  Lord 
Wellesley's  power  to  injure  or  to  serve  him  ; 
and,  while  his  talents,  acquirements,  and. 
professional   accuteuess,    rendered  him  an 
able,  accurate,  and  discriminating  judge  of 
the  nature  and   tendency  of  every  public 
measure,  his  principles  put  him  above  the 
influence,  and  his  rank  and  situation  placed 
him  far  beyond  the  power,  of  any  man  to 
teirpt  or  to  intimidate?. — Uc.  is  thus,  most 
truly,  a  witness  oirtni  exceptione  mctjor ;  and 
I  shall"  rejoice,   (because  I  highly  respect 
them  both)  if  the  fact  be  so,  that  he  has 
conae  forward  in  support  of  Lord  Wellesley  5 
for  if  lie  who  h'd  tne  best  opportunities  of 
knouing  what  I^rd  W.  had  to  do  and  did, 
should  approve  bf  his  public  conduct,  it  must 
be  honourable  to  his  lordship,  that  so  com- 
petent, as.  well  as  so  unbiassed  a  judge  of 
that  conduct,  should  be,  as  you  style  him, 
"  extrQinely  zealous  Jh  his  cause.'* 
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PfeBlRUARY  14,  lto7.— 3fr.  Pirceval.'^lreland.' 


MR.  PtHClVAl. — ItELAND. 

Sir, lobserrc,  by  the  Political  Regis* 

tcrot  the  27th  of  December,  that  a  report 
has  been  pablbhed  in  the  newspapers,  which 
«q)po8es  soraenbtice  to  have  beett  taken,  in 
a  place  caUed  the  House  of  Commons  in 
England,  of  thej^^itirs  of  Ire/and,  where 
we  bare  no  such  place  as  a  Honse  of  Com- 
mons.   J  do  not  know  the  persons  whose 
Barnes  the    publisher    of  the   report  has 
tbongbt  proper  to  make  nse  o(.    One  of 
them  be  has  called  Petty,  and  the  oAer  Tfer- 
ceral.    Jn  looking  into  the  list  of  p!8oeme(), 
I  fiiid  a  person  of  the  nume  of  Perceval,  who 
is&ocircQmstaocvd  as  to  hold  an  office  called 
Surveyor  of  the  Mellingi  and  Clerk  qf  Ike 
Ints  in  the  Mmt,  at  a  «riary  of  ^132.  lOs. 
pet  annum.    Thai  person,  I  find,  in  anotker 
book,  is  thebcDttierof  d  person  called  Lord 
Arden,  who  holds  the  place  of  Registrar  of 
rile  Court  of  Adraimlty,  the  net  ileceipt  of 
whidi  was  by  the  Cominitiee  of  Ftnanoe  ta- 
ke; m  an  average  of  .i  10,340  2s.  5d.  per 
afinom ;  and  v(dio  al^  hrlds  the  pla6e  of  Re- 
gt-^rar  of  the    Court  of  Apnea!  ot  prizes, 
woTih,  ill  the  same  way  i;^10Z4.  2.  8.  per 
annum  j  and  also,  that  of  Registrar  of  the 
Co  rt  of  Delegates,  worth  ^O.  18.  2.  per 
aioura.    The    sajne  Lord  Arden  is  also  a 
Lvdof  th«  bed-chamber,  at  ^lOOO  per  an- 
ni  m.    ]  find  al^oi  in  another  book,  that  this 
Mr  IVrceiiai,    is  brother  in  law  to  a  Lord 
1  de^'iale,  who  wos  born  somewhere  in  the 
Konb  of  England-  (as  I  conjecture  from  hav- 
ioj^once  heard  him  speak)  who  has  a   pen- 
sion of  ^4000  per  annnm  on  the  Irish  esta- 
blishment :  Making  nltogether  ^family  pro- 
vision of  ife'i<>,506.  3.  3.  per  annum  out  of 
tiie  public  funds  f  but  for  what  services,*  the' 
books  into .wbkb'l  have  looked  are,  I  con- 
fer, negligently  ^A^ttit.     I  further  find,  that 
these  personages   are  the  sous  or  sons  in 
law  of  a  Lord  Egmopt.    Of  this  Lord  Eg- 
mont  I  have   not  been  able  to  discover  any 
personal  memorial,  except  in  one  instance. 
The  late  Lord  Orfotd  in  a  letter  to  General 
Conway*  gives  an  acownt  of  the  Speakers 
in  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  famous  de- 
bate on  the  German   treaties.     •*  Lord  Eg- 
mont/*  he  says  **  was  doubling,  absurd,nQd 
"  obscure**     This  is  the  whole  history  of 
Lord  Egmont.    The  person  who  publishes 
Speeches  in  the  name  of  Mr.  Perceval,  is, 
Ihuppase,  well  acquainted  with  this  picture 
of  Lordji^rrontj  as  I  find  he  has  in  these 
modem  speeches,  adhered,  with  a  miniature 
accuracy,  to  exery  hnt  of  the  fdmUy  features 
marke:l  in  tire  sketch  given  by  Lord  Orford, 
— ^The  reason  of  my  mentioning  these  cir- 
cumstances of  the  Perceval  family  is,  that  the 

'  *  Lord  Orfurd'g  Works,  Vol.  v  p.  41. 


€(fiet  made  by  the  speech-  maker  above  men^ 
tinned,  and  the  words  of  which  have  been 
quoted  in  the  Political  Register  of  the  27th  of 
December,    may  not^  bo   entirely  thrown 
away.     The  offer  is  of  **  an  extraordinary 
'*  exertion  of  the  law,'*  and  of  *'  an  en- 
"  larqement  of  tke  execntive  power,**    Ai 
sDch  noeasures    may    not   entirely   accord 
with  Irekind^  my  proposal*  is,   that  a  par* 
liamentary    Inquiry  ^hall  *  be  set  ot/  foot, 
to  asoertaio  npon  what  -  merits,   6x  whut 
cbim  of  naerito,  either  personal  or  heredi- 
tary, this  famihy,  t>f  whom  a  Clerk  of  the 
Irons  appears  to;  be  the  most^  conspicuous, 
have  possessed  thtniscilver  of  an  income  of 
^1 6,505.  3.  3.  per  annum,  out  of  the  pub- 
lic money.     If  siich  an  inquiry  should  be  set 
OD  ibot,  I  l>ope  noman  10  or  out  of  parlia- 
ment will  'f  withhold    ki$   assent*'  to  any* 
*'  extraordinary   exert  km    of  the   law*'  or 
any  *'  enlargement  of  the  executive  power** 
which  may  be  necessary,  in  the  pursuit  of 
so  laudable  an  object. — So  ranch  for  the  Per- 
ceirals,  and  now  for  Ireland.     It  is  certain, 
that  while  you  have  had  a  contest  at  West- 
minsttr  we  have  had  a  dispute  in  Ireland. 
You  will  be  so  good  as  to  ohsene,  that  what 
in  England  would  be  calletv  an  insurrection 
or  rebellion,    has  been  in  Ireland  ever  sincQ 
the  battle  of  Thomas  Street  u  as  fought  with- 
in the  heariug  of  tjie  Earl  of  Hardwicke, 
been  called  a  dispute :  and  I  think  it  but  a 
proper  attention  to  natioiwl  dignity,  always 
to  write  in  the  vernacular  idiom  of  my  coun- 
try.    Let  such  transactions  however  be  de- 
nominated by  what  terms  tlieymay,  insur- 
rection, rebellion  or  diipule,    he  who  at- 
tempts to  judge  of  them,  should  always  en- 
deavour to  ascertain,  wliether4here  be  any 
difforence  between  their  If^al  and  their  mo- 
ral guilt.     What  tacts  amount  in  law  to  re- 
bellion, and  what  Is  the  nfK)de  of  proof,  ar©. 
in  general  as   easily  ascertained,  as  the  pu- 
nishment is  in  general  steadily  inflicted.   Bufc 
the  moralist,  and  in  the  moralist  I  include 
the  wise  politician,  has  in  such  an  Tnrcsti^- 
tion,  a  question  of  a  nrwch  morecomplc?x,na^ 
ture  to  determine  j    insonlnch,  that  'fhany 
persons  who  have  been,  by  history,  and  (he 
grateful  feelings  of  mankind,  immortalized, 
as  the  virtuous  preservers  of  their  country, 
would  without  scruple,   have  been  by  the 
laws  and  thelax^ycrs  of  their  time,  involved 
in  the  guilt,  and  concle^nned  to  the  punish- 
ment of  lrea.son.     So  diflS^rent  indeed  have 
been  the  opinion  of  lawyers  from  the  rest  of 
mankind  on   wortil  subjects,  that  the  duty 
which  is  directly  enjoined  by  the  word,  and 
enforced  by  the  exaniple  of  God,  and  the 
practice  oi   whirh  forms  the  scourge  df  the  - 
bad,  and'the  qlory  of  the  good  n^imin  this 
lite-— /t7/;v;'  trutli^n  by  the   lavycrs  ivQ- 
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qu«ndy  nmnbereU  in  the  daw  of  high  crlmts, 
and  with  a  practic:^!  mercy  cohsomnt  to 
their  tlieoretical  justice,  jroiisigned  to  the 
operation  of  the  whiyj^'^nd  ilie  kuit'e,  Ibc  pil- 
lory and  the  prison.  Tiiu  interests  of  hu- 
niaiiity  tiierefore  in  su4  h  cmsos  obviously  re- 
quire that  sonje  attcniion  siiould  be  p;v«d  by 
other  persons  than  Wtsinnnater  bnrrisiers, 
to  the  degree  ot  moral  turpittde  by  which 
the  unhappy  t  hjects  of  l4tgal  \enf,cance  xn.iy 
be  stauied,  before  the  judge  and  ihe  execu- 
tioner be  called  on,  to  x;iose  that  account,  on 
whidi  nki  writ  of  t  rror  ttn  tliereafier  o[)crate. 
It  is  with  'a  .view  .of  forerunuiog  by  some 
snch  inquiry  tl^ose  **  exlratmUnanj  ex- 
•*  ertions  of  the  law'  wliich  seem  to  be 
wjught  for  w;th  a  sort  of  hai'iiual  avidity  by 
the  writer  of  the  jjpv*ech  who  has  chosen  tiie 
Clerk  of  the  IroHs  «h  tlie  chorus  of  his  dra- 
ma, that  I  now^  address  you.  Il^^boA.  been 
reported  ."that  oDc  Lord  Henry  Petty  thinks 
-•'  tkat  naildng  should  be  said  on  khesiate  of 
**  Ireland,''  and  that  the  scenes  which  have 
been  acted  by  thousands,  and  seen  or  heard 
of  by  niillionri,  tlionld  be  kept  a  slale  secret. 
His  Lordshii>  ao  doubt  nuist  be  some  person 
of  pn^/oond  gravity  and  exteusivje  expe- 
rience. .  With  the  utmoHt  reverence  for  such 
a  character,  tlie  reported  opmion  of  his 
Jy)rdship  seems  to.«avour  rather  too  much 
of  tliat  of  my  uncle  Toby,  when  he 
observed,  **  it  "were  better  to  wipe  it 
**  up  and  sat/  nothing  about  the  mat- 
^'  ter.**  l\  must  be  admitted  however,  that 
the  =:  Tacions  observation  of  my  Uncle  Toby* 
"was  applied  to  the  foolish  and  vain  display  of 
the  disguiting  precocity  of  an  infant,  and 
not  to  a  tremendous  crisis  in  the  afl'airs  of  an 
irritated  kingdom.  Notwithstanding  the 
>veight  of  an  opinion  propounded  under  the 
faoctioQ  of  bi^hmUhips  name,  I  must  con- 
sider a  conduct  directly  the  reverse  of  that 
insisted  on  by  his  lordship's  gravity,  to  be  a 
|x>sitive  duty.  From  the  pccolinrity  of  the 
«:xpressioiis  published,  and  from  the  press 
>vhere  they  hr^t  appeared,  I  am  the  more 
jinxious'to  inculcate  a  sense  of  this  duly,,  j 
because  it  has  been  consider^id  by  some  per- 
sons, as  it  Irybnd  among  many  otlier  causes 
of  discontent,  had  already  been  made  a  sub- 
ject of  some  **  citraordifUin/  exertions  oj  the 
^'  /au'"— ra§  if  those  **  4:,ili'aonlinary  cxetf 
*'  tions**  had  under  colour  of  general 
phrases  liaving  apparently  but  pro.-peciive 
objects  beeo  made  to  **  yerk  out  U.cir  i»rme:l 
heels**  at  transactions  passed  beff^re  tiio-^e 
*'  extraurdinaiy  vxertims  of  i'n!  /</;//"  were 
IthougiU  ot  or  iramed — as  if  stui)  •*  vxHra  tr- 
dinary  ciniin/is  '  had  been  devised  colour- 
ably  for  gencrnl  purposes,  but  actually  for 
Etiiil  a:id  pergonal  v^ritifh.iiions: — and  as  if 
\ing  btfii  so  oLtai  icd^  ihur  powers  had  ^ 


been  afterwards  applied,  as  tlie-irntabiiity  of 
mortified  vanity,  or  the  vengeance  of  delect- 
ed pn.fligacy  had  suggested.  No  doubt 
such  insinuations  may  be  iil  founded,  my 
totally  false.  But  it  is  for  that  very  reason 
that  an  open  intjuiry  into  the  causes  ot*  the 
discontents  in  Ireland,  would  be  generally  ct 
advantage^  and  particularly  cousolmg  to  lie 
present  govemmejit :  though  I  so  lar  agri« 
witJi  the  publisher  of  tlje  speech  ia  Uio 
name  of  Lord  iienry  Petty,  that  I  would 
not  found  such  an  inquir}'  upon  the  liberal 
policy  of  a  Westminster  barrister,  nor  suttlr 
it  to  be  hammered  out  b}r  the  author  rt" 
speeches  made  for  a  Clerk  of  the  Iroas.  la 
trutli  the  author  of  these  last  mentioned 
speeches  seems  to  have  formed  them  Jor  the 
purpose  of  inducing  the  public  to  believe, 
that  the  pei  son  whose  name  be  has  thouglit 
pcoper  to  sport  with,  was  a -sort  of  empiric 
of  the  cast  we  have  read  of  iu  Gd  Bias,  un- 
der the  name  of  Doctor  Sangrado ;  for  he 
has  introduced  his  supposed  speaker,  as  a 
sort  of  quack,  aspiring  to  the  cure  of  a  dis- 
eased kingdom  j  and  conceiving  the  summit 
of  his.  art.  to  consist  in. the  operation  of  per- 
petual bleeding  and  keeping  his  patient  con- 
tinually in  hot  water.  Perlutps  any  thing 
more  *'  ahunr  can  scarcely  be  conceited, 
'(though  there  is  certainly  nothing  *^  doul" 
*'  Hug*  or  **  obscure*  in  itV  than  this  con- 
tinual recurrence  to  physical  force,  to  reme- 
dy a  moral  distemper  in  a  whole  people.  Nor 
is  it  difficult  to  foresee,  that  if  the  bayonet 
shall  become  the  pen  of  the  legislator,  the 
Jaws  will  be  written  in  the  blood  of  the  sub- 
ject. For  the  purpose  of  putting  an  end,  it 
possible,  to  such  shallow  and  unfeeling  ex- 
periments, by  laying  a  ground  for  some  so- 
ber anil  enlarged  enquiry  o\\  so  serious  a  sub- 
ject, I  send  you  >Mch  accounts  as  I  have  been 
able  to  collect  oi  the  ^'i/>w/e  subsisting  inlre- 
Lmd  raul  the  cr.uscs  of  it. — ^The  dispute  has 
broken  out  principally  in  the  Western  Coun- 
ties, though  various  symptoms  of  the  same 
spirit  have  manifested  themselves  in  some 
of  the  Northern  and  m  Some  of  the  Soulh- 
eni  Counties,  and  within  these  few  days  past 
in  the  Eastern  County  of  Kildareat  so  short 
a  distance  as  14  miles  from  Dublin,.  In  this 
dispute,  large  bodies  of  men  have  appeared 
arra;ed  and  in  force.  They  have  marched 
iottulitlcreni  districts,  and  have  exacted  pro^ 
visions,  money  and  arms.  They  have  a«- 
snmt^d  the  fantastical  name  of  Thresheis, 
Oaths  have  been  administered  by  them,  ge- 
nerally to  bind  the  parties  to  the  refiwal  ot 
the  payment  of  tithes  to  any  but  rciulevt 
cicri^y  ;  to  reguiate  the  dues  payable  to  their 
own  priest s;  to  which  sometimes  has  been 
added  a  clause  not  to  obey  the  Act  of  Union, 
antj  also  a  a  weeping  clause  tq  obey  the  orce.i 
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of  Captain  Thresher,     Proclatnntioos  Jwvc 
been  posted  np  {particularly  and Jately  in  the 
County  of  Kildar^) -addressed  **  to  the  steady 
'*  friends  of  lUjerti/*  It  Tiould  be  improper 
f>r  me  to  state  any  more  of  the  matter  of 
these  proclamations,  because  they  contain 
invitations  of  too  strong;  a  nature,  and  asser- 
tions with  regard  to  foreign  Jorce   which 
ought  not  to  appear  but  ihr<mgh  proper  au- 
thority.    As  to  the  act  of  ndministering  an 
oath  in  this  way,  whntever  ie  the  contents, 
the   illegality  and  iiunaornt'.ty  of   it  are  ob- 
rious.     But  abstracted  from  the  considera- 
tion of  administering  an  oath,  tlKire  does  not 
seem  any  thing  very  dangerous  iu  the  desires 
expressed  by  the  two  first  clauses.    The  de- 
tire  of  a  Roman  Catholic  body  that  the  Pro- 
testant clergymen  should  reside  among  tl;em 
does  not  seem  to  arise  ftxifn  any  illiberal  or 
kay  unkind  dispositions*    The  desitc  to  re- 
gulate the  does  payable  to  their  own  priests, 
as   it   is  a  matter  of  sectarian   regulation 
amongst  themselves,  does  not  seem  to  ha\'o 
iu  its  principle  any  thing  oflensive  to  the 
public  peace*    The  two  subsequent  clauses 
of  the  oath  are  of  a  very  different  tendency. 
The  clause  relating  to  the  Act  of  Uoion  is 
tlje  more  dangerous  because  the  dispuiants 
insist  that  they  framed  that  clause  under  au- 
ihoTity,    T^iey  quote  J^  book  entitled  *VA 
^^  Report  of  the  Debates  in  the  House  of 
''  Commons  of  Ireland  oh  the  22d  of  Ja 
"  nuary,  1799  o^^  the  Union :  printed  for 
*'  James  Moore  iu  Coilege-grcen,  Dublin." 
In  p.49  of  that  work   they  insifit  they  can 
ishew  a  law  opinion   in  their  favour  and  of 
very  great    auchoritij.      Whether  such  an 
opinion  exist  or  not  1  cannot  determine,  ne- 
ver having  seen  the  book.     But  if  such  an 
opinion  exist,  it  seems  aost  strange  that  it 
should  be  arrayed  in  th(?  garb  of  autkority, 
and  is  certainly  a  matter  worth  inquiring  in- 
to.    With  respect  to  the  last  clause  of  the 
oath,  it  is  also  dangerous.    The  exaction  of 
obedience  to  then  upknown  orders,  and  to 
an  unknown  and  probably  a  feigned  person, 
nuist  be  productive  of  mischief  amongst  an 
uncultivated  superstitious  and   enthusiastic 
people.     These  seem  to  be  tlie  principali)br 
jects  and  actions  of  thp  persr^ns  cnJIing  them* 
Nclves  Threshers,     That  there  exibts  in  Ire- 
liiud  8ome  general  pre-disposing  cause  for 
such  disorders  cannot  be  questioned,  when 
it  is  recollected  that  similar  instances  have 
been  repeated  with  little  variation  ot  cir 
comstances,    and    with    short    intervals  of 
time,  for  nearly  half  a  century.     No  hiuory, 
fyew  of  the   perverseuess  of  raaukmd,  pier 
sents  such  a  lengthened  series  of  turbulence 
W'.^lioui  assignin.:  some  cause  external  to  the 
patnral  re-itlessnessof  the  human  mind.  Kut 
^  jliis  gcperjil  and  pre«djsposing  cauiie  i 
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mean  to  postpone  the  enquiry.    At  present 
ilic  pressure  of   drcumstnnces   calls  for  -a 
more  immediate  attention'  to  the  proximate 
causes  which  are*  at  this  motroent  in  opera- 
tion.    These  seem  to  be — r.«ft.  The  State  of 
the  Rent.s    of    L-^nds  ai*d   the  conduct  of 
Landlords. — 2il.  Ihe  State  of  Tithes,  and 
oenduct  o(  the  Clergy.     A*  to  the  Hv^t,  It 
must  be  observed,   that  the  prcseiit  disjmta 
exists  in  a  part  of  the  kingdom  whidi  is  des- 
titute of  trade  aiKl  raanuf ictures.     LntKl  is 
therefore  the  ^nly  source   jof   siibwitence. 
Where  the  territorial  extent  is  small,  and 
the    proprietaryshipa    comparatively  large^ 
Land  (the.  ow/<y  source  of  subsistence)  being 
in  the  power  o(  a  few,  becomes  necessarily 
a  monopoly.     Wlsen  the  grasp  of  monopoly, 
pressed  more  close  by  the  need  oi  extrava* 
gartcc  Is  wrought  into  a  halit  by  the  eonti- 
Busi(  and  almost  justiriable  efforts  to  raise  tho 
rents  of  lands  that  they  may  keep  pace  with 
tlie  depreciation  of  money  occasioned  by  an 
overloaded  pai)er  currency  and  an  accnmu-r 
latiog  torrent  of  taxes,  no  room  is  left  for  a 
sense  of  iwrcy  of  }ustice  or  ev^n  of  rommoa 
policy.     All  is  cmsbetl  by  the  pressure  of 
the  nioment.     Hence  the  cordial  family  Iia- 
bit  existing  between  the  hereditary  landlonV 
amd  the  permanci^t  tenant;^  sun^  indeed  ever/ 
other  connexion  except   the  t^ant  being 
considered  as  a  mere  miichine  of  gain  j  iiS 
a  mill  by  which  the  landlord  may  grind  so 
much  ijiouey  out  of  so  m«ch  land,  has  long 
since  been  destroyed.       Fiirms,  as  if  they 
were  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  and  the  landlord 
a  foreign  importer  of  foreign  cpmnivKlities^ 
in  haste  to  dear  mtiH*ardn^  with  the  produce 
of  hjs  veuturCy  are  set  up  to  auction:  but 
not  tb  public  aucUon,  where  the  ct^p^)eiitor!i 
and  the  extent  of  tlieir  otl'ers  are  koown^  TL(? 
bidders  and  their  otters  are   kept  secret : 
and  if  the  niost  reiiiote  adventurer  (a  cha«» 
r^cter  abounding  in  these  times  of  agricuJ-r 
turaj  speculation)  shall  biil.  ti*recpence  nu 
acre  more  than  the  tenant  whose  tamily  had 
rooted  had  blossomed  and  ha<.l  'borne  goo4 
fruit  for  cetituries  on  the  sajne  spot  j  the  lat- 
ter, with  his  lamenting  train  of  wife  aqd 
children,  afe  seiu— r 

*♦  The  world  is  all  before  them  where  toc^ioose    - 
«    ThcT  place  ot  rest,  and  Providence  ilieir  guiile.'* 

But  the  kmdlord  has  an  expensive  jourrey 
to  attend  the  meeting  of  parliament  in  ano- 
ther country;  and  his  lady  mujit  pay  the 
rent  of  her  opera  box.  .Such  dealing  be- 
tween lauvilofd  and  tenant  can  produce  ra 
reciprocnl  kindness.  And  if  the  nature  of 
the  untaught  human  mind  be  attended  to,  it 
will  be  found  thut  it  is  ik?stitute  of  any  philr* 
sophic  conductor  by  which  the  pas.^ions  cvn 
keep  themselves  in  equilibrium  :— that  su*.li 
^li.ids  are  {\lleU  with  spmo  aox\  of  el^jctrii; 
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matter^  and  if  the  attractive  power  of  afiec- 
lion  be  once  dissipated^  each  party  becomes 
negatively  charged,  and  the  repulsion  is  mu- 
tual and  complete.  The  landlord  hates  the 
tenant  whom  he  has  wronged,  and  the  te- 
nant hat<'8  the  landlord  by  whom  he  has 
been  wronged-  The  hatred  excited  against 
a  particular  landlord  is  easily  extended  to 
his  class.  Hence  thej  are  all  considered  as 
monopolists  and  oppressors.  Other  matters 
have  aggravated  this  sense  of  injury.  1st. 
Difference  of  religion.  This  source  of  un- 
happiness^ime  and  intercourse  had  consider- 
ably weakened  in  its  etiects,  until  some  part 
of  Mr.  Pitt*s  administration,  at  one  period 
conceived  the  plan  of  rendering  the  govern- 
ment of  Ireland  a  matter  of  less  .practical 
difficulty  than  it  had  been.  The  unanmiiy 
of  its  rnbabttants  was  thought  to  have  given 
too  much  weight  to  their  interests.  This 
burthensome  weight  arising  from  internal 
concord  might  be  diminished  it  was  said  by 
the  excitation  of  domestic  dissension.  The 
plail  TVas  adopted.  The  success  has  been 
dreadftil. — 26.  The  Act  of  Union.  At  the 
time  or  passing  this  act,  many  persons,  ^not. 
limiting  themselves  to  the  ordinary  field  of 
•ppo»!tionv  industriously  circulated  ^  grave 
o/yf^ion/i'thfl^tbisact  wasa  noUityia  itself^ 
abd  that  ftifr  people  were  not  bound  to  obey 
it.  Sotft'*'*  of  these  men,  it  is  said,  have 
since  found  employment  and  authority  un- 
der it.  But  then  tirsery  of  opinions  Which 
they  had  sowed  and  cultivated  they  have  not 
been  successful  in  extirpating.  The  plants 
are  carefully  watered  and  fenced  by  other 
hands.  The  practical  execution  of  this  act 
has  iftcpeased  the  number  of  absentees  which 
was  before 'an 'evil  of  gyfcat  magnitude,  and 
it  has  oggfeliiaited  instead  of  diminished  the 
fiAtional  distinction,  before  too  powerful.  It 
js  not  ill  the  strength  of  all  the  acts  of  par- 
liament from  Henry2d,  to  the  Act  of  tJnioa 
inclusive/ to  induce  the  head  and  heart  of  an 
Jrish  peasant  into  a  belief  that  an  EngUsk" 
man  is  not  ajoreigner.  The  memory  of 
former  'broils  is  delivered  down  wi^h  an  in- 
veterate precision  in  the  traditions  of  a  rude 
people.    The  application  of  the  term  fo- 

f  signer  to  an  Englishman  is  not  made  by  an 
ris'j  peasant  with  the  mildest  meaning  of 
which  the  word  is  capable.  And  since  t^e 
Act  of  Union  a  member  of  the  parliament 
of  England  ts  unK'ersally  classed  as  an  En- 
glishman J  and  meets  in  the  niisguided  mind 
of  the  gross  inhabitant,  the  hatred  arising 
firoai  being  felt  as  a  domesiic  oppressor, 
united  to  the  antipathy  of  being  considered 
as  a  foreign  usuq^er.  The  families  of  the 
peasants  expelled  from  their  homes  by  the 
mercantile  system  of  auction  furnish  recruits 
for  two  classes  of  persons  j  the  one  disgracc- 
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fill,  the  other  dangerous  to  the  state.  The 
women  and  infants  add  to  tlie  beggars  that 
swarm  on  the  lands.  Tke  fathers  and  their 
adult  sons  recruit  tlie  white  boys,  defenders 
and  Threshers,  wh<^  ravage  it.  The  pea- 
santry of  Irebnd  have  something  of  the  ha- 
bits of  the  ancient  Germans  described  by 
Tacitus:  *'  Feminis  lugere  honcstum  est] 
viris  meminlsse,*' — ^Ilie  second  {Proximate 
cause  whiph  I  mentioned  was  the  State  of 
Tithes. and  the  'conduct  of  tlie  Clergy.  Ori- 
ginally, this  cause  of  discontent  was  foolishly 
and  wickedly  forafented  by  the  landlords 
themselves.  They  found  that  for  such  lands 
as  were  tithe  free  they  got  a  higher  rent  than 
for  those  which  were  subject  to  tithe ;  and 
they,  with  the  usual  sagacity  of  short  sight- 
ed avarice,  thought  that  if  tithes  could  bo 
abolished  the  entire  value  would  center  in 
their  own  pockets,  lliey  now  &id  ibenH 
selves  involved*  in  the  general  ruin  to  which 
an  encouragement  of  any  particular  lawless 
opposition  always  tends.  To  these  gencal 
causes  some  particular  circumf^tances  Ivtve 
added  a  momentary  quickness  of  fermenta* 
lion.  The  landing  of  a  Frcach  force  under 
General  Humbert  diminished.in  that  part  of 
the  kingdom  the  nuniber  of  resident  clergy. 
The  parsons  ran  away  as  they  were  in  duty 
bound  to  do,  as^  most  of  ibfm  have  for* 
gotten  to  returnr  The  titbes.^^ve  bciU 
demised  by  the  absentee  i^umbents  to  per- 
sons who  necessarily  wish^o  make  the  most 
of  their  bargains.  For  this  purpose  a  viw 
method  has  been  devFsed.  The  fanner  is 
no  longer  permitted  to  agree  for  or  com- 
pound for.hi^  own  tithes.  All  is  performed 
by  tlie  Custom-house  system  of  auction.  At 
each  harvest  the  farmers  of  a  jwrticular  dis- 
trict are  asseroblod  at  tlie  Alehouse.  The 
tithes  of  each  faun  are  separately  set  up. 
Three  bidders  are  required  j  .of  wham  the 
farmer  of  tho  particular  farm  the  tithes  of 
which  are  set  op  must  vot  be  one.  As  each 
man  fadds,  he  is  supplied  with  a  glass  of 
whiskey,  Thewliiskey  operates  upon  the 
bidding.  If  ^Mie  farmer  thinks  his  own 
tithes  have  been  raised  too  high  by  a  neigh- 
bours bidding  his  heated  mind  concludes  it 
,can  retaliate  by  raising  in  his  own  bidding 
tfife  tithes  of  that  neighbour.  Thus  the 
whole  is  raised  by  these  shuple  and  heated 
self  destroyers  of  their  own  property  to  an 
exdVbitantvaloe.  At  the  close  of  the  auc* 
tion,  each  purchaser  is  obliged  to  give  a 
promissoir  note  for  tlie  amount  of  his  bar- 
gain. Whei^  the  notes  becom^e  due  (tbe 
tithe  con  tracer,  ha^ng  generally  a  son  or  a 
brother  an  attoru^)  they  are  forthwidi  put 
into  suit,  by  the  summary  process  called  in 
Ireland  ciptl  liU.  The  proceedings  are  ra- 
pid, and  as  many  executions  are  coninwalf 
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issued  aarprocavnarj  notes  bavn  been  given. 
The  farnaer  in  the  end  pays,  by  the  sale  of 
his  goods,  the  ambunt  of  bis  note  to  the 
tithe  contractor,  the  law  costs  to  his  sou  the 
attorney,  and  the  execution  iises  to  his  cou- 
sin the  under  sheriC  Ririn  ensaes  to  many. 
They  become  beggars  and  consequently  out- 
casts ;  for  here  are  no  poor  laws.  It  may 
be  perceived  that  such  circunastances  must 
tend  to  irritate  three'  clas&es  ol  men  $  the 
Clergy,  the  Gentry,  and  the  Farmers  very 
much  against  each  other.  But  there  are 
besides  now  operatic^,  some  pditicat  causes, 
which  have  assisted  to  blow  these  smoulder- 
ing materials  into  a  dame.  It  has  been 
deemed  neoassary  to  fit  out  military  expedi- 
doDi  against  foreign  settlements.  How  the 
ppssessioQ  of  Buenos  Ayres  may  enable  yon 
10  pay  the  income  tax  in  England,  or  enable 
ftt  to  piy  the  road  assessments  in  Ireland,  or 
fuspd  the  French  if  they  should  come  from 
Bi«9t,  I  cannot  tell ;  but  I  suppose  the  Lord 
©f  Howick  knows,  in  order  to  provide 
trooptfor  these  Ifbmign  expeditions,  the  re- 
ginaemsof  the  line  in  Ireland  have  been 
drafted,  ao  as  to  leave  many  of  them  little 
eke  than  skeletons.  This  has  weakened 
the  force  of -^evemmeni.  It  cannot  be  sup- 
posed that  pdrions  who  may  find  it  their  iu- 
terest  toenobroil  a  weakened  government  by 
w^Aniing  popular  discontent,  would  over* 
loolc so  apt  9  time.  To  such  viev^s'alope 
earn  the  appearance  of  persons  'travelling 
•  tfevoi;^. the  country  of  IreLnnd  and  holding- 
private  meetiiigs  with^tUb  rude  and  retired 
inhabitants  be  atiributtd.  These  men  *ha- 
rangoe  their  auditors,  atsd  distribntej  written 
papers  among  them.  Their  measures,  like 
thoee  of  the  ancidnt  Germans  nte  always 
twice  canvassed :  -once  when  drnnk  that 
every  man's  feelings  maybe  fully  opened; 
4ind  once  when  sober  that  every  man  s  judg- 
meni  may  be  ciearly  exercised.  Money  is 
■•aid  not  to  be  wanting :  but  it  is  used  with 
caotiOd  and  from  BLwry  obvious  policy  an 
appearance  of  ^poverly  carefully  pre^ery* 
^d.  Here  rests  fbe  first  part  of  the 
information  which  I  have  received.  I 
CAimot  dose  it  however  without  observ- 
ing, that  in  contemplating  similar  .  in- 
stances which  have  formerly  occurred,  it 
.would  seem  as  if  the  abuses  of  a  profligate 
Jninister,  and  the  exertions  of  a  popular  agi- 
tator, are  ranch  more  nearly  allied  than  is 
-generally  imagined.  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
l.eve  that  the  ministerial  existence  of  George 
Grenville  and  Mr.  Pitt  was  the  immediate 
ancestor  of  Tom  Paine  and  Arthur  O'Con- 
"Xior.  The  terror  at  the  ofipring  is  no  evi- 
dence against  the  reality  of  the  descent.  Sin 
Arunk  Irom  death 


■  •*  but  he  my  inbred  enemy. 


"  Forth  issued,  brandishing  his  fatal  dart, 

**  Made  to  destroy :  1  fled  and  called  out  death.** 

It  is  I  am  told  the  private  knowledge  of 
these  artificial  and  probably  foreign  efforts 
to  inflame  the  people  of  Ireland,  which  has 
induced  the  printer  of  the  speech  in  the 
name  of  Lord  Henry  Petty  to  aim  at  stop- 
ping all  discussion  of  the  subject.  There 
are  some  men  whose  minds  are  so  formed  as 
to  incline  them  to  seek  their  safety  not  only 
by  concealing  public  danger  from  public 
knowledge,  but  even  to  endeavotar  at  stifling 
their  own  consciousness.  Opium  is  said  te 
to  give  courage — a  happy  oblivion  till  the 
moment  of  intoxicated  desperation.  But  if 
the  desire  to  stop  inquiry  on  the  one  side  be 
coupled  with  the  suggestion  on  the  other  of 
an  "  extraordinary  ex&rtion  of  the  low''  and 
an  "  enlargement  of  the  executive  power*— ^ 
that  is,  in  plain  English  an  immediate  appli- 
cation of  the  gallows  and  the  bayonet  to  the 
irritated  and  deluded  ofienders,  onb  ca^ 
scarcely  conceive  a  policy  wheteia  a  shallow 
.uhderstanding,  and  a  cruel  temper  can  exist 
in  more  intimate  combination.  Such  are 
the  measures  of  newspaper  politicians.  It 
reminds  me  of  the  decision  of  Colonel 
CBiunder-who  ordered  the  sddiers  diarged 
with  a  mutiny  to  be  shot  first,  and  aftiv\^ards 
held  a  court  martial  on  the  charge.  The 
proceedings  of  tlie  Colonel  was  only  aa 
*'  extraordinary  exertion  of  the  law"  and 
'*  an  eniwgement  of  the  ^xetutute  power,** 
Having  heard  so  (much  of  one  per^,  not 
much  to  the  advantage  of  anather,and  wish* 
ng  to  get  a  thorough  knowledge  of  facts,  I 
applied  to  a  gentleman  of  credit  who  resides 
in  this  western  part  of  the  kingdom,  artd 
who  from  being  much  employed  by  many 
absentee  landlords  and  members  of  the  Eng- 
lish parliament,^ was  Ukely  to  be  well  ac- 
quaibted  with  their  conduct  and  afl^airs.  He 
admitted,  that  snch  reports  had  been  circu* 
I^ted',  and  sudl  ^iForts  bad  b^ea  made  as  I 
have^  already  mentioned,  and  that  they  cer- 
tainly had  raised  a  very  considerable  dispute^ 
Hot  at  the  same  timtr  he  assured  me,  that 
every  word  of  the  stories  which  I  had  heard 
respecting  the  coiKluct  of  the  landlords  was 
a  most  villainous  ciUumny  and  that  they 
were  without  exception  the  most  benevo- 
lent and  honourable  men  that  existed.  He 
said  that  they  certainly  had  adopted  a  sort  of 
auction  in  selling  their  lauds,  by  advertising 
to  receive  proposals  (sealed  up  and  kept  se- 
cret) for  a  rent  by  the^cre :  but  that  they 
did  so,  in  order  to  avoid  the  slightest  appear* 
ance  of  partiality,  and  were  entirely  actuated 
by  a  pure  principle  of  r/wiwrJa/  benevolence: 
it  was .  true  tlmt  they  did  always  prefer  the 
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bigbcst  UidJer ;  a  ci  iierion  wlvich  they  wwe 
led  ta  ;utf>|iH,  noc  tVcwn  niiy  nn»tive  of  palny 
g:»in  (wJiich  was  an  object  iBflijildy  belovv 
tiieir  generous  niiuils)  but  becimse  ii  was  a 
criterion  ni  all  otbcrs  the  lOtiSt  cjisy  to  be 
«»ct?rlained.  He  wM^  thai  it  any  lonaiits 
wliojie  tamiiie*  had  lived  ujxjn  t!)e:r  Jartns 
ItM'  centurios  (bdiiie  siich  nu)de§  were 
adopted  by  their  Inndlofdji)  wwrc  turned 
fjor,  ft  was  eirtiMy  tbeii  o\v»t*auU  ;  as  iltey 
might  have  ta\eu  care  that  do  persun  .sbonld 
«>aibid  tliem.  He  snid  that  line  laiuUords 
ttid  inenibcrs  of  jiarlianient  were  «o  carefr'nl 
to  avoid  be'kug  a  biudeir  on  their  tenants  tba« 
hmdv  of  tlieni  had,  and' all  the  rest  were  ; 
»tr*viiig  to  get  place*  and  tensions,  in  order 
that  tb&  whole  weight  ci'  then'  eHpeuces 
might  uot  £iliu]>on  their  lancis:  ami  in  or- 
der still  fui'lher  to  release  their  tenants  from 
the  burden  of  the  exf>ense,  instead  o{  re- 
taming  to  their  own  estates,  and  en tertarn- 
t)^  a  train  of  consuming  servants  atid  rela- 
tions, they  iK>w  constantly  resi^le  during  the 
■uranier  at  wiiteting  villages  in  Engbiud*,  to 
tbe  greal  grief  of  thrlr  wives  and  daughter jj-, 
who  **  doted  6/  all  things  on  n  life  oj  fjasto^ 
•*  ral  obsL^arittf  in  Uuir  own  cf>untri^'*  He 
said  that  even  if  iliey  were  not  warranted  by 
law  in  what  they  did,  yet  their  peculiar  si- 
tuation onght  tx>  extenuate  much.  Tbcy 
kid  been  sent  by  U)e  Ad  of  Union  into  ano* 
tlier  country,  $x  a  great  disunce,  tonieot 
their  equals  hi  rank,  but  much  tl>cir  supe- 
liurs  in  weakh;  I'o  appear  io  a  stniDge 
country,  in  the  same  stile  :is  your  equal,  was 
an  ambitiofi  Hot  very  likely  to  be  resisted  by 
an  IrUi  gcnlieman.  At  this  period  the  im- 
mense issue  of  paper  currency  had  greatly 

•  llie  assertion  above  must  be  taken  with 
tome  limitation.  Most  of  them  come  to 
Ireland  twice  u  year  for  about  a  fortnight  to 
the  asszes.  In  Ireland,  there  is  a  sum  of 
about  at500,CilO.  jvr annum  distributed  qt 
the  assizes,  nj)4ler  the  name  ofprcseutmentk. 
There  are  O^-  c<i«R>ty  members.  The  giand 
juries  vote,  ral^e,  and  distribute  the  money. 
The  grand  juries  are  struck  by  the  sherid^ 
the  sherid'ls  nanuni  by. the  crown,  prol-alhf 
en  the  recomfncndmi'jn  of  tue  nfieniocr,  who 
may  be  the  frieit(^  ot  the  minisiiT.  I'he 
member  is  u  JVirfid  lA'  the  minister-  The 
sheriff  is  a  Jtn'ml-of  the  membt^r.  IIkj 
grand  jury  ai  e  dll J rientU  oi  the  slieiitf.  A  U 
i»  a  fncndiif  proceed ing.  The  JtUmilif 
roember  lilteikls  at  the  distnkttlU^H,^  llie 
iithole  hi.Hioiy  ot"  ;iirs  annt^l  stim  of 
*£^tX),0Oa,  and  irs  efiecLs  shall  be  detailed  at 
a  future  oppovtiunty.  What  a  cargo  oi  in- 
liq;enJtfnce  England  imported  trom  Irehind 
by  the  Union'!  One  sixtv-tbarib  pait  of 
j^'JOJ^OOO,  ij  atrove  1 7*«X>. 
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diminished  the  value  of  mrtnpy,  and  the 
bank  statutes  .slopping  the  currency  of  goId> 
bad   aggravated  their  situation    by  ackiing 
sometimes  a  charge  of  15  or  10  per  cent,  en 
their    remittances.       These    circumstances 
lorced  tliem  to  raise  the^r  rents  bye^cry 
means  in  their  {xiwer.     He  said  the  papvt 
currei>cy  was  the  curse  of  the  coijiury,  and 
that  the  abhorrence  of  it  hnd  been  miich  in- 
creased in  ti»e  we;>tern  districts  e\er  since 
the  binding  of  tlie  French  Ijuder  General 
Humbert,  who  (probably,  irom  policy)  had 
taken  care  to  pay,  wi  dollars y  for  every  thing 
he  got.     Arter  this,  he  Said,  it  ww  imp08si« 
ble  to  convmce  the  country  people,  pariicu* 
Jaily  at  Castle-bar,  that  a  man  who  pakl  lor 
his  provisions  punctually  in  **  hard  silver 
dollm-s'*  was  not  a  better  customer,  than  lie> 
who  in  his  hurry  to  get  away,  forgot  to  pay 
at  all,  or  if  he  did  i^ecollect  it,  paid  it^  Greea 
Grocers  sixpenny  bank  notes.     1  asked  him> 
if  tins  paper  currency  was  thought  to  be  such 
a  curse  to  the  country;  v^hy  his  friead$d}e 
members  of  pari  iameW  did  not  piu  an  end 
Io  it  ?  He  answered,  that  as  J^rd  Grenville 
was  minister,  and  as  the  pa))er  circiJatiun 
had  been  a  measure    of  that  '*  iiluslrioMS 
*-*  statesman  and   hit  ever  to  le  lamented 
"  Jriend  Mr.  PttC  it  was  not  likely  tbal 
they  would  thmk  it  prudent,  **  under  exist' 
ing  circumstances,**  to  vote  in  parlfanient 
for  its  abolitidn.     AAer  bavhig  thus  obtain- 
ed what  I  have  stated  from  my  friend,  the 
friend  of  the  landlords,  Fiieixt  applted  to  the 
parson  of  the  parish,  "who  fortunately  had 
arrived  the  week  before  from  Bath  >  ift  order 
to  make  a  new  leafee  of  his  tithes.    From 
him,  I  learned,  that  the  whole  cause  of  th« 
present  distui-bance,  had  originated  in  the 
cruelty  and  avarice  of  absentee  landlords^ 
who,  not  content  with  exacting  the  utmost 
[>enny  for  their  lands,  were  grasping  at  tbe 
tithes  thcnibelvcB,  and  irrittvting  the  whole 
roniitry  to  rise  against  the  poor  clergy-*" 
tbJt  he  himself  got  very  little  from  his  rec* 
^^)yy^ — jio  ))ttle,  that  with  paykig  the  Income 
Tax  in  England,  and  the  price  of  Exchange 
on  remittances  from  Ireland,  he  cotiM  not 
by  by  mut^h,  though  he  had  three  livings^. 
iJe  j-aid,  he  wotild  take  an  oppOFtunily  of 
explaining  this  matter  tonae  when  h«  should 
return  iK»xt  year  which  he  intended  to  do 
and  remain  a  full  fortnight :  but  tliat  at  pr^ 
sent  he  was  uinler  a  necessity  of  setting  otit 
imm<£*iialely  for  Batlr,  in  order  to  be  present 
at  I  lie  montl^ly  meeting  of  tlie  Amateui 
Hoj  mottle  Society  where  he  was  la  have  the 
honour  ef  presiding  ai  t lie  piano-fin' te. — A«  I 
had  heard  so  nAodi  fri)in  two  parties  to  thJ 
qat^stjou,  I  own  i  had  a  little  curiotityto 
hear  something  from  tbe  /third.    There  w* 
a  ;>oor  Dtij;hlj^ur  of  mine  for  wlioJn  1  h«i 
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oucc  the  good  fortune  of  l>e«)g  aWe  to  <k) 
so  QIC  acts  of  kin^lness.  This  man  1  had  ren- 
sou  to  suspect  NVi!>>  not  n  httleting.'<ged  aoioiig 
the  Threshers  ia  the  dispnle;  aud  I  thought 
hh  gratitude  would  induce  hhn  to  trust  me. 
Accordingly  I  niadciiiy  enquiry  in  the  most 
toothing  iij^inner  1  wns  able.  Tl»e  po<»r  man 
went,  indeed,  in  his  conlidence,  beyond  ray 
expectation*.  He  a|>4>enred  so  exas|x.Taied 
by  liis  sutteringii,  thai  he  !iar<Uy  seemed  coo- 
scicxts  he  v  as  disclosing  wliat  the  hiwyers 
would  certainly  call  rebellron,  thoi^h  in  our 
idiom  ever  since  the  mikf  government  of 
I^rd  Hardwicke  it  has  been  called  o\)\ydiit- 
j)Ute.  But  the  tale  be  told  nie  is  not  to  be 
wrilleD :  not  on.  account  of  the  crimes  U 
might  have  coniess^d,  but  on  accgunt  of  the 
causes  be.  assigned  in  extenuation.  By  the 
narration  of  miseries  which  I  fouiKi  these 
%vFetcii6ft  had  endured  and  were  likely  to  en- 
dure,, my  ••  ipdividual  feelings  were  so 
$ffoutided'"  that. I  am  certain  to  repesH  them 
would  **  wound  the  Jeeiings  of  very  greni 
"  people 'y*  (9t)4  an  I  understand  that  nnw 
by  the  law  of  England  so- to  doNrould  be  a 
very  great  crioie,  and  would  proliably  exj)ose 
me  to  be  transported  to  England  and  Irid 
down  within  the  .stroke  of  h  much  rwot^ 
powerful  Thresher  than  any  of  those  amongst 
whom  I  iKMsr^live,  I  must  guard  myaelf  in 
silence.  Whether  the  provocirtions,  which 
my  poor  neighbour  assured  ivie  had  excited 
i\\Q  (^Piite  w^iG  truly  assigned  m  not,  it  is 
not  for  me  to  df'-termine.  '  But  as-a  c/w/w/tf 
exists,  in  which  many  thou«nnd  men  in  arms 
li^&  hneii  ebgaged,  I  was  anxious  to  know 
if  any  step  h:^d  been  taken  for  its  suppression 
or  accommodation.  For  this  purpose,  I  z\y 
piu^d  to.  some  geoileniet\  of  consequence 
who  hap^>ei>ed  at  that  momtiit  to  be  in  the 
€Ountr)'.  They  woi:ikl  not  give  me  any  in- 
formarion — ihey  said  that  as  soon  3s  they 
arrired  in  Ix>ndon  they  would  ask  Sir  John 
Newport.  I  then  thought  the  exciseman  of 
the  d4!»lrict  must  be  the  best  source  of  iiite)* 
Kgence  on  tiie  sbbject ;  because  as  he  i>ev*?r 
omits  upon  any  occiision  to  dticjare  that  he 
is  one  of  the  "friends  of  guvirnment,'"  it 
was  natural  to  conclude,  tliat  he  knew  what 
was  going  on  in  so  friendly  a  connexion* 
KdT  was  J  misil/iken.  My  friend  the  excise- 
man assorcd  me  that  every  meas-ure  whijh 
the  most  consufnin^U^  wisdom  could  suggest 
to  tlic  most  briremitting  activity  had  been 
put  in  execution :  and  Uiat  tlie  most  eHec- 
t.ial  mihlary  as  well  as  the  most  dignitied  cH- 
vil  methixh»  had  been  adi^jjted  for  sup])res- 
sing  the  pre,*ient  daring  amd  extensive  dis- 
pute. As  an  instance  of-milirary  care,  he 
assured  me,  as  soon  as  it  appeared,  that  the 
4Jspute  had  b(H;ome  srrious,  ti  proclamntii»n 
for  the  pufi^oseol  fiifiUj  up  the  sktlcion  re- 
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giments  had  been  issued,  printed  in  very 
krge  letters,  inviting  all  «ol)er  Irishmen  CO 
.  tfilist ;  specifying  to  them  ilie  singular  ad- 
vautigcs  to  be  atiahicd  thereby ;  and  tliat 
the  inore  eifectually  to  explain  the  said  sin- 
gular a<.lvautngei?,  the  proclai nation  h*^  been 
translated  into  tlio  Itisk  language,  printed  ^r- 
etrt"dingly,  and  pastedupoiicveryoidw.il 
post  nnd  gate  witlun  that  [Mirt  of  the  I  i  itci 
Kingdom  c^lJed  Ireland.  He  si^id,  'a  l.'^d 
hceu  indeed  uniucky  f<^  the  efteci  .{  hs 
proclamation,  (as  what  \vwd<nn  hi  *}t-ni 
able  to contFonl  ejhling  ciivuni-.tf.  uf  ■  'hat 
dit hough  t lie  Irish  lat)guag«  be  snil  ^py'.-n 
by  some  miilions  of  the  inhabitant-*  cf  Ire- 
land, yet  in  the  whole  isl-ntl  there  v.'erc  not 
above  teti  or  a  dozen  peoitk?  who  coidd  read 
it  when  writteti'or  printed:  and  that  they 
were  speculative  and  reduse  sohohirs ;  men 
of  all  others  the  least  irkely  ^otii'iM:  and 
that  an  a<kiiti»ir»al  circmiistance  of  lil  luck 
had  ocatnvd,  whi<jh  \i*as,,  that  nx  having 
bc^n  able  to  ]»rocure  lyf^es  of  the  lr*.-^h  cJja- 
nictfrs  or  letters,  (no  book  l5avjn<r  been 
prmted  iu  tliat  language'  since  (he  leign  of 
Oiliiu  Fodlagh  who. lived  in  the  yc^r  aoi4 
of  the  Julian  period  and  in  the  J  7th 'center/ 
bel'ore  tlie  Christian  ncra)  tlie  Iikh  words  in 
tlte  proclamation  had  been  printed  in  th« 
R^man  characters:  a  circunpstnitoe  whidi 
had  \ery  much  pwz^kxi  the  flnti.ncari^  who 
had  bew  led  bythwrlcve  of  cariosi'i.'s  ta 
itwpect  the  ^n.sts  andr  Id  wa^lson  -which  <he 
pro<^hm:ition  wa«  cxlwbSied.  Jn  the  elfect 
of  this  measure  there iot  sonit?  disnppoin'* 
ment  had  occurred.,  iint  tru«.wi«^l<im  rc:- 
diJy  supplies  expedients.  The  gjf)6d8  which 
coiild  not  be  manutactured  at  ijome,  migll 
be  in^ported  from  abroad-,  snid  according!/ 
ten  or  twelve  thousand  rend^'  made  troops 
have  been  since  tffnnsported  tn^m.  England 
into  this  couutry;  whic!^  in  addition  to  the 
Germans,  itc.  alrea^*y  htn-ri  my  trietHi  tho 
exciseman  made  no  doubt  .would  veiy  mu  li 
conciliate  Uie  affections  of  the  Iri^b.  in 
respect  of  civil  meaRwe8,hai  said,  great  exer- 
tions had  been  made.  To  smother  the  di^' 
pute  eilectutdly  or  cruslt  it  at  once,  a  special 
commission  had  been  issued.for  the  purjKM^ 
of  hanging  th<*sc  T^kfesherH  according  to  thd 
stiitiiic  in  that  case  made  atui  provided  :  aue 
not  only  to  give  the  meaaure  mich  a  degr_»e  of 
ponderousness  as/.wuiid  onahre  it  to  keep 
dtiwn  tl>is  yeasty  eftln  vesciMice  in  the  peo- 
ple, had  my  Lord  Chief  Justice  himself,  who 
was  uniioubtcdly  a  persotwge  of  t!ie  grt^atest 
weigi:t  on  the  bench,  heen  sent  cnit:  but  it 
ajiio  appeared,  (as  might-t»e  s^^en  in  a  compo- 
sition of  much  brilh.Mucy,  the  address  of  the 
Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  Mayo)  that  rha 
counci.U  in  DubJin  had  acU'lly  beeji  d> 
^rivcd  iW  sotfiie  short  I'mis  of  tlue  benefit  of 
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the  wisdom  and  the  support  of  the  vinue  of 
the  Attorney  (General  who  was  sent  out  also 
to  add,  his  consistency  and  influence  to  en- 
force a  dii^  obedience  to  the  law.  These  cir- 
cumstances, the  exciseman  saidAvere  of  infi- 
nite ini[wrtance,  not  only  in  respect  of  the 
event  of  the  particular  trials,  but  in  respect  of 
viewsof  general  policy.  They  nrwrked  strongly 
the  almost  in '^dsti^/e  effect  of  the  penetra- 
ting and  searching  inlliience  which  mi^ht  be 
used;  by  which  it  wa?  highly  probabie  the 
peasantry  of  Ireland  would  be  effc-ctually 
cured  of  two  troablesome  if  not  dangerous 
propensities — those  of  haviii^  any  coniidence 
in  each  other,  or  any  reliance  on  the  minis- 
ters of  their  religion.  The  exciseman  aaid 
that  when  the  If  i^  peasantry  were  thorough- 
ly taught  by  experienos,  (hat  they  couid  not 
have  the  least  reliance  upon  the  bondii  of  pa- 
rental, iilial,  or  fraternal  affeotion;  that 
vhen  they  were  so  far  cured  of  their  present 
bigotry",  as  to  despise  and  hate  the  ministers 
of  that  great  branch  of  the  ChriHtan  religion 
in  whidi  they  Ji;id  iDteen  bred,  kf  being 
ihewn  that  although  confession  migik  obtain 
lor  them  absolution  ior  the  world  to  come,  it 
would  undoubtedly  cotisign  tbem  to  the 
hangman  in  the  woridvthat  i« ; — he  had,  he 
said,  no  doubt  but  with  «in  entire  repeal  of 
•the  habeas  corpus  act,  a  doe  execution  of  the 
statutes  for  martial  law,  and  the  assistanoe  of 
sixty  thousand  regular  troops>  Ireland  would 
become  a  valuable,  dependences  to.  England, 
and  produce  sp  comjldeiable  a^^emie,  as  |o 
beadle  with  t\}9  aidof  Shr  John.  Newport,  in 
VJorrowing  twQ  9r  tft^pc  n)ilkpi»^a»|iev9  w«J7 
nearly  to  pov  the  troops  to  keep  the  peoq^^ 
the  custom-homse  officers  to  cdlect  the  reve- 
nue, and  the  salaries  and  pensions  of  the 
*'  friends  of  government.'*  It  was  obvious 
therefore,  my  friend  the  exciseman  said,  that 
no  exertions  had  been  wanting  to.keep  the 
Irish  to  the  path  in  which  dutiful  and  obe- 
dient subjects  ought  to  tread.  Here  ended 
the  exciseman  :  and  from  his  account  I  an^ 
inclined  to  think,  that  the  maker  of  the 
speech  for  Mr,  Percjjval  need  not  be  appre- 
hensive that  his  system  of  political  reforma- 
ion  is  at  all  despised  in  this  country.  If  I 
should  venture  in  my  own  private  opinion  to 
entertain  any  doubts  of  the  ultimate  wisdom 
of  such  measures,  I  ^ra  far  from  attempting 
to  censure  those  who  suggest  them,  or  those 
who  execute  them  They  good  men!  surely 
act  to  the  besi  of  their  knowledge,  I  con- 
fess, however,  th;it  I  do  entertain  some 
doubts,  as  I  have  said,  of  the  ultimato  wis- 
dom {ind  efficacy  of  such  measures.     I  re- 


collect that  Mob  tesquicn  speaks  ccnten.p:- 
uously  oi'  that  systrni  whether  civ.i  or  rtii- 
gious  *•  qtn  arrctoit  la  main  ei  ah  riJonnoU 
"  le  coeur**     A  cotcc«por:;iy  and  e  aw  try- 
man  of  his,  observes — ••  jDI.v  tfue  !c:  E-Mpt" 
**  reun  neuren  t  plus  que  (fes  soldais  pQur 
''  co/ifidens,  its  neurcnt  (ifus  que  da  f\ne- 
*'  MIS  pour  svjcls."*     These  liTA:v\r  :>ug- 
gest  but  doubts.     A  private  niau  can  view 
such  a  subject  but  in  pnrt.     A  general  gc-od 
may  justify  a  particular  wrcag.     My  tele- 
scope may  want  a  s^iflBcitJU'^y  of  jieid  lO  edi- 
ble roe  to  sweep  the  whc.le,  of  the  p'jlitioal 
h.*avcns.    That  power  belongs  only  to  the 
awful  magnitude  of  ofHcial  visiou.    Bui,  I 
DDUftt    ob&ertre    that    the    trauquillity   and 
wealth  of  the  ministry  are  not  always  tlie 
tranquillity  and  wealth  of  the  people.    My 
Lord    BuckinghaiTkshirc    draws    up   sbnut 
j^'J  1,400  per  annum  frona  the  pnSlic  tunis 
of  Ireland :  my  Lord  Liverpool   l,000i.  per 
annum  :  my  Lord  Wcllesley,   nbout  5,C00L 
per   annum :    and,    my    Lprd    He^ksoale, 
4,000i,  per  annum.    These  ^cat  incomes 
togetker  with  the  exhausting  list  in  which 
they  stand*  ne  doobt  contribute  much  to  the 
wealth  and  tranquillity  of  those  who  reccirs 
them  i  as  well  as  to  the  tranquillity  though 
perliaps  not  directly  to  the  w^ealth  of  those 
who   gave  them.      But  aa  to  tiie  wealth 
and  tranquillity  of  ttioae  who  patf   them, 
I  cannot   find   that  one  acre  of   Uod  in 
Ireland  ^er  produced  one    potatoe  mere 
lM^)m  ^.  tlMSs  )>crviees  ^  .^ch^  Udwi  easr 
performed;  nor  thai  one  iiilv^^<uit j^Ire-.  ^ 
land  eV^-slept  hrfiecontj^.^^ont  hodr  .Joiiger 
on  acconnbof  all  the  wealtii  and  tranquillity 
these  splendhi  placemen  enjoys.'    Nor  have 
all  their  wealth  and  tranquillity,  and  I  migbt 
add  even  their  wisdom  too,   yet  couvincfd 
me,  that  the  altei'native  of  the  sword  of  the 
law,  or  the  la\i^of  the  sword,  involves  tlio 
whole  arcana  of  good  gm^ernment :  nor  that 
the  surest  foundation  on  which  to  build  the 
ediiice  of  public  justice,  ean  be  a  resort  to 
the  private  treJichery  of  an'rn^rmer :  nor 
that  insinuations  propagated  of  the.  corrup- 
tibility of  the  priesthood  can  be  the  sounde  . 
preservation  of  the  morality  of  the  people 
From  the  wealth,  the  wisdom  and  the  tran- 
quillity of  such  profound  sources,  J,have^ct 
to  learn,  how  laws,  practices,  aiid  habits,  that 
render  elFete  the  cement  which  should  bind 
the  proprietaries  to  the  population  of  a  coun- 
try, and  which  not  only  reuaer  that  cement 
eiieto  but  reverse  its  qualities  auJ  change  it 
to  a  repellent  force  between   llie  component 
parts  of  the  social  order,  can  contribute  to 
luiion  of  a  state. W.  A*  _ 
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•*  I  contend,  that  there  is  enough  before  the  House  to  induce  them  to  inquire,  and,  the  honorable  gentle- 
**  fnen  on  the  other  side,  unless  they  felt  something  against  them  wouM  come  out  in  that  inquiry,  would 
"  be  amongst  the  first  to  propose,  and  the  last  tosl>rink  from,  a  committee." — -Mr.  Grey's  Speech  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  13th  March,  1792,  upon  a  motion  for  ^n  inquiry  into  the  condua  of  Mr.  Rose 
respecting  the  Westminster  Election. 

•'  To  take,  up  the  time  of  th«. House  upon  these  unfounded  inquiries,  would  only  impede  the  pTOj:ress  of 
**  public  business,  and  derogate  from  the  dignity,  which  belong  to  the  deliberative  character  of  the  i  louse" 
"r.  Pitt's  Speech  in  the  same  debate. 
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CoRRECTiov. An  error  of  the  press, 

in  my  last,  page  236,  makes  me  say,  that 
the  company,  at  Sir  Francis  Burdett*8  Diq- 
ner,  *'  seemed  to  be  guilty  of  hypocrisy.** 
It  shoold  have  been,  as  the  context  will 
§bew,  *'  scorned  to  be  guilty  of  hypocrisy." 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 
Troczedjs^s  in  t^ARLiXvBMT.     (Con- 
tinued from  page  231.) — 1.   Sinecure  Places 
and    Pensions,     11.    Fareigmr's   Property 
in  the    Funds.     III.    Hampshire  Petition, 

. 1.    Respecting$iNBCUR£  Piaces  and 

Pensions  Mr.  Biddulph  made  a  motion 
on  the  10th  instant,  f^r  the  ''  ap- 
*'  pointment  of  a  comikittee  fb  inquire 
**  whether  any,  and  what  further  saving 
"  may  be  made  by  the  abt^itioa  of  useless 
"  and  sinecure  offices,  by  the  reduction  of 
'•  exorbitant  fees,  and  by  other  modes  of 
*'  retrenchment  in  the  expenditure  of  the 

*'  public  money/* ^When  notice  of  this 

motion  was  given,  J  flattered  myself,  that, 
upon  the  principles  whereon  Mr.  Biddulph 
had  acted  in  tlie  case  of  the  Chairman  of 
Ways  and  Means,  he  would  have  come  at 
once  with  a  motion  for  the  abolition  of  cer- 
tain enormous  sinecures  and  pensions,  and 
that  be  would  have  included  the  additions 
made  last  year  to  the  pensions  to  the  Royal 
Family.  To  appoint  a  committee  Ko  inquire, 
and  to  inquire,  too,  whether  any  saving 
could  be  made,  and  whether  any  further 
saving,  too ;  this  was,  it  seems  to  me,  ex- 
actly what  the  people  of  Whitehall  could 
have  wished  for.  There  have  baen  such 
committees  before,  and  .still  the  amount  of  j 
the  grants  has  gone  on  increasing.  There 
has  never  been  any  diminution  of  the  an-» 
nual  amount  of  sinecure  places  and  pensions, 
since  the  day  tliat  Pitt  took  possession  of  the 
government.  But,  this  motion  oi'  Mr. 
Biddulph,  instead  of  at  once  putting  the 
ministers  to  the  proof  5  insiead  of  shewing 
'the  country  what  it  had  to  expect  from  them 
i»  t|ie  way  of  economy  j  instead  cf  doing 
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j  this  by  a  proposition  for  ab9lishing  such 
sinecures  and  pensions  as  never  were  merited 
by  the  parties  enjoying  them  j  instead  of 
this,  the  motion  was  calculated,  like  the 
*'  Learned  Languages,*'  to  produce  an  effect 
tOQrse  than  useless',  because,  by  the  ap- 
poi«tni9iU  of  9  committee,  no  reduction  at 
all  will  be  brought  about,  aod  because,  by 
such  appointment,  some  persons  will  be  led 
to  believe  that  a  reduction  will  be  brought 
about,  and,  moreover,  because,  by  tho 
wording  of  the  mi)tion,  a  doubt  seems  to 
exist  io  ;the  m'wd  even  of  the  mover,  whe- 
ther any  saving  at  all  can  he  made  in  tliis 
w^,  while  li«  admits,  contnuy  to  the  fact, 
that  savings:  have  octuallyi  taken  hiace  in 
consequence  of  the  inquiries  of  such  com^ 
mittees.— r— Well  might  the  ministers  agree 
to  the  moti6n,  as  they  did,  witli  a  snaall 
modifi<Aloh  of  it  by  Lord  Henry  Petty.. 
But,  there  are  some  passages  ip  the  speeches, 
as  reported  in  the  ne\rs}>apers,  that  I  must 
notice.  Lord  Henry  Petty  began  by  profu- 
sions of  a  love  of  economy,  in  the  usual 
style  of  Pitt.  He  next  .isiertyd,  upon  what 
authority  I  know  not,  that,  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  great  care  had  been  taken  by 
his  Majesty's  ministers  to  abolish,-  as. fast  as 
possible,  all  useless  allowances  out  of  the 
public  money.  His  Lordship  did,  indeed, 
quite  forget  to  state,  that  the  increase  in 
this  way  had  b<*en  ten  times  as  great  as  the 
diniinntion.  This  trilling  omission,  how- 
ever, wns  nothing  in  comparison  with  the  ' 
arj^imeht  made  use  of  by  this  minister,  that 
the  sinecures,  however  great  and  however 
conferred,  ought  not  to  be  abolished,  be- 
cause they  were  *'  connected  with  the  his' 
"  tonj  of  the  country  and  with  the  several 
*'  branches  of  the  constitution^  from  its 
'*  origin/*  Indeed  !  What,  is  the  Teller* 
ship  of  the  Exchequer,  the  Auditorship  of 
the  Exchequer,  the  Collectorship  of  fhie 
Customs  outwards,  the  Collectorship  of  the 
Customs  inwards,  the  Rcgislarship  of  the 
Admiralty  court;  arc   tliCoe  so  e-isentialjy 
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connetjted '  with  the  bUtoty  and  cotistituiion 
of  tLeconutiy  as  to  be  necessary  to  t!ie  ex- 

■  ntcnoe  of  tbe  latter  ?  RcaHy,  tbts  way  of 
talking  about  >ke  coBStttutioii,  *'  our  ui- 
•*  valuable  coustitution/*  may,  f  am  afraid, 
g»\  e  a  handie  to  Jacobh)s  and  LereHers,  and 
may  lead  some  weak  jperjjons  to  think,  thdt, 
irhen  they  are,  tn  such  pathetic  accounts, 

.  culled  upon  to  shed  tlie  last  droj>  of  Uieir 
blood  for  the  preserving  of  our  *'  happy 
*'  constilntioo,*',  the  pfr^oas  so  adUng.iipou 
them  do  not  kuive  pirxe:^  and  pensions  out  of 
their  estimation  ;  and,  in  short,  that  to  fight 
for  the  constitution  is,  in  fact,  to  fight  for  the 
honour  of  paying  an  enormous  sum  annually 
to  person*  wlio  render  no  services  for  it. 
But,  ^e!•tous]y  .^ peaking,  dees  Lord  Henry 
Petty  really  ixilieve,  that,  if  the  sinecures  of 
tl»e  Marqi.is  of  Buckingham,  Lord  Arden 
(with  the  reversion  to  Mr.  Perceval),  Lord 

,  Liverpool,  the  Djke  of  Manchester,  Lord 
Hobait,  Lord  SidmouiL's  son,  I^rd  Auck- 
land's sou.  Lord  Grenville,  Mr.  Thouias 
Oreo vi lie.  Lord  Kawkesbury,  and  rriany, 
many  otliers  j  does  he  really  believe,  that,  if 
these  tilled  j)ersons,  these  persons  bearing 
coronets  upon  their  coaches,  were  to  cease  1o 
n-ceive  immense  sums  out  of  tlie  public  mo- 
ney, out  of  the  fruit  of  the  people's  labour, 
under  ti-*:;  character  ot  ciciks  and  custom- 
house office!  s,  that  the  aristocrat ical  part  of 

.  tl:;3    const itutioii    would  thereby  recdve  a 

-  wound  ?  Does  he,  iii  good  earnest,  believe, 
that  the  aristocracy  is  rcucItTed  vnye  resp^aU- 
ahfe^hy  aa  Earl's  being  collector  of  the  cus- 
t;ms  inwards,  and  by  a  Duke's  bc;Lg  collec- 
tor of  the  customs  outwards  j  by  one  Loi  J's 
being  a  clerk  of  the  pleas  and  another  a  clerk 

•in  the  admiralty  court? His  Lordship 

was  very  careful  to  express,  in  the  clearest 
manner,  his  c:onvictiou,  that  no  power  ujxni 
earth  had  a  right  to  trench  upon,  or  to  touch, 
the  grants  already  made  an^  enjoyed.  This 
16  a  doctrine*  truly  C(»mfortable  to  us.  No 
Djalter  how  hard  we  are  pressed.  No,  mat- 
ter how  burdened.  There  is  no  relief  in 
this  way;  while,  at  the  same  time,  there  is 
nothing  to  Mft  bounds  as  to  the  making  of 
nt'w  grants  i  nothing  but  the  mere  mercy  of 
the  king  and  his  ministers.  And  here,  as  in 
'ciany  other  cases,  we  may  observe,  tliat, 
t)i  to  the  laws  made  m  favour  of  tlie  liberty 
and  property  of  the  pe(.)ple,  they-  can  be, 
at  any  lime,  changed,  as  the  circum- 
s-anccs  of  the  lime?,  or  the  will  of  our  ru- 
Lrr.s  may  dictate  j  but,  on  the  other  side,  our 
taws,  like  those  of  the  Medes  and  Persians, 
are  imioutable.  The  late  ^r.  Fox,  of  whom 
I  always  wish  to  tliink  as  well  as  I  can,  and 
who  was  a  very  ^eat  man  Jn  many  respects, 
kvIJ  lli«  friW*^^fflttt\r**"P  ^t  now  declared 
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by  Lord  Hen»7  Petty.  His  argument,  used 
on  the  8Lh  of  April,  1794,  wa«,  thjt  *'  yoQ 
'*  should  never  suifer  ycmrself  to  trench  up* 
"  on  privale  property  in  any  degree.  It  a 
*'  [)en>ion  or  s'mccure  was  unworthily  be- 
**  stowed  -by -a  mifiister,  he  would  nwio 
"  complaint  against  that  ministtir.  But,  if 
"  it  was  be'?towed /^fl//y,  it  became  a  part 
"  of  the  person's  property,  on  whom  it  v^'ai 
*'  conferred,  and,  like  all  other  property, 
"  was  sacred.  All  that  he  wished,  in  any 
".  case,  to  ask  about  property,  was,  whether 
"  it  was  legally  granted  by  a  person  com- 
**  petent  to  grant  it,  and  whether  it  bad 
"  been  received  by  a  person  competent  to 
*'  receive  it.  He  should,  therefore,  be  for 
"  holding  sacred  from  the  operation  of  tiro 
"  proposed  measure,  all  sinecures  and  pcn- 
"  sions  held  for  a  term  of  years,  or  for  life." 
lliat  this  reasoning  was  heartily  cheered  atid 
adopted  by  Pitt  the  reader  will  have  anti- 
cipated ;  but,  he  will  not,  I  hope,  havt 
concluded,  that  it  was,  on  that  account,  the 

more  sound. It  was  the  reasoning  of  a 

mere  ban ister  j  and  that,  too,  of  a  barrister 
of  a  mind  the  most  superficial.    There  ars 
many    grants  of    property   really  private, 
which  grants,  though  strictly  legal,  are  set 
aside  in  a  court  ofermiiy  ,-  alid,  indeed,  thera 
are  very  few  grants  of  private  property  not 
liable  to  such  cr.ntroul.     Rut,  to  insist  tLat 
it  is  unjust  for  acts  of  parliament  to  touch 
private  property,  is  to  be  bold  indeed,  when, 
eveiy  day  of  our  lives,  we  see  the  houses  and 
lai.ds  of  private  persons  taken  from  them  by 
acts  of  parliament,  and  paid  for.'  when  paid 
.for  at  ail,  agreeably  to  a  scale  in  the  form- 
ing of  whicli  the  proprietor  has  no  act  or  part. 
This,  I  shall  be  told,  is  for  the  general  good; 
and,  it  is  because  it  would  be  tor  the  general 
good,  that  I  would  recommend  an  abolition 
of  unmerited  grants  of  the  public  money. 
The  profits,  however,  of  sinecures  and  pen* 
sions  are  not  private  property.    They  art 
paid  out  nf  the  annual  fruit  of  the  peopfe's  la- 
boi  r ;  ard,  if  there  be  not,  out  of  that  sourct 
a  si  ffijiency  of  money  to  pay  the  aniiuities, 
tliey  cannot   be   paid;  y^t,  would  you,  in 
such  a  case  assert,  that  there  was  a  violatiof 
of  private  property  ?      The   argument  of 
Mr.  l*^ox  slops  at  nothing.     Jt  would  adnoi^ 
of  a  minister's  granting  away  in  pensions  for 
life,  and  in  reversion  too,  of  the  whole  of 
the  nation's  revenues,  and  it  would,  even  iQ 
such   case,  only  allow  you  to  *'  cowplo^^ 
**  against  such  minister;"   but,  you  n^ust 
not  stop  the  payment  of  the  pensions;  »«» 
nor  must  you  cut  off  the  burdensome  entail. 
You  may  freely  pass  acts  of  parliament  for 
pulling  down  people's  houses  that  the  meni- 
I  beii  aiay  hhve  a  vi«w  of  Westmiuster  Abbe/ 
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tharch,  as  they  ride  to  and  fro  to  St.  Ste- 
phen's, panng  the  owners  agreeably  to  a 
scale  foTir*tJ  by  yourselves  j  biVp  though 
the  number  of*  paupv^rs  be  tripled,  and 
though  the  enemy  be  at  your  gates,  yoii 
roust  go  on  fully  to  discharge  the  annual 
demand  mad^  upon  you  by  the  endless 
list  of  pensioners,  into  uho*e  original 
claim  upon  the  public  you  are  not  surfereJ 
to  inquire !  That  such  -an  argument  shouhl 
have  been  made  use  of  by  Mr.  Fox  does,  at 
first  sight,  seem  surprising ;  but",  alas  !.  Air. 
Fox  was  both  a  sinecure  placemon  and  a. 
pensioner  from  his  infancif  lo  ilie  day  of  his 
death.  Thus  it  is.  that  patriotism  is  cramp- 
ed. If  Mr.  Fox  had  set  the  CJub-houses  at 
defiance.  If  he  had  brought  his  mind  to  an 
bumble  appearance  in  lite;  lo  be  content 
"With  what  nature  and  decency  recjiiirej  what 
mighty  things  would  he  ha\^  efFectCfJ,  and. 
at  the  same  trnie,  what  serenity  of  mind, 
what  real  pleasure  would  he  have  enjoyed  ! 
Then  might  he  have  disregarded  the  majo- 
rity of  the  minister,  and  the  folly  of  the 
populace.  Many,  many  years  ago,  would 
he  Jxave  been  called,  by  the  unanimous 
voice  of  the  nation,  to  conduct  its  affairs. 
Bot,  the  love  of  tumultuous  scenes  and  plea- 
sures led  him  into  expcnces  that  rendered 
him  dependent  on  one  or  another,  'till,  at 
last,  this  state  of  existence  became  habitual 
to  him  J  and  he  finally  left  the  world  with- 
out having  accomplished  any  one  thing  ser- 
viceable to  his  country. In  the  debate, 

upon  which  we  are  commenting,  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce  made  an  observation,  and,  indeed, 
an  assertion,  that  must  not  pass  unnoticed. 
He  took  occasion  to  introduce  the  name  of  his 
"beloved  friend,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  asserted,  that  he 
had  abolished  several  si  necui'e  places .  The  feet, 
he  said,  was  not  generally  known  j  but  he 
caold  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of  it,  w^hich 
mras  the  more  necessarv,  because  that  great 
roan  '\  did  good  by  stealth,  and  blushed  to  find 
•*  it  feme." — Wliat  were  the  particular  sine- 
core  places,  which  were  abolished  by  the 
,  "  great  man,"  during  whose  absolute  sway 
over  us  England  gave  up  the  Lillles  and  the 
honour  of  the  Flag,  and  France  becariie  mis- 
tress of  Europe,  the  member  for  Yorkshire 
did  not  say ;  nor  did  he  think  it  necessary 
tp  state,  that,  while  this  work  of  abqlishing 
was  going  on,  the  amount  of  the  Civil  Liit 
was  annually  increasing  at  such  a  rate,  that, 
at  the  end  of  his  administration  and  his  life, 
the  total  of  that  and  of  the  secret  service 
money  was  twice  as  much  as  it  was  when  his 
administration  began.  This  fact  the  pious 
member  forgot,  doubtless,  to  state.  But,  as ' 
to  the  doing  good  by  steaUk»  1  think,  we 
Jura  i  taWaM^  goad  proof  of  t£a^  iirthe 
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instance  of  the  **  gnai  man's'*  lerdu>^  lo 
Boyd  and  l^eutield,  two  members  of  parlia- 
ment, nt  that  time  composim^  part  of  hit 
majority,  forty  thousand  pounds  of  the  pub- 
lic money,  without  intcreit.  and  thiit,  too, 
without  communicating  the  matter  even  to 
his  colleagues  of  the  cabinet,  and  vifhotit 
making,  or  causing  to  be  made,  any  record 
or  minute  of  the  transaction.  This  was,  in- 
deed, '*  doing  good  by  stealthy**  but,  when 
he  •*  found  ii  fame,*'  though  he  might,  and, 
undoubtedly  was,  much  mortified  at  it,  I 
never  heard,  that  he  actually  "  l/ush^ 
ed  i*  nor  do  I  believe,  th.t  any  man 
living  ever  saw  him  blush  upon  any  oc- 
casion t  an',  whn  is  moa*,  Mr.  NV'ilber- 
fbrce,  i  am  sirongly  inclined  to  thiDk,  that 
-blushing  is  not  very  common  amongst  llio-e 
who  were  his  supporters  while  living,  and  who 
are  Iris  eulogists  now  that  he  is  dead.  During 
his  terribb  reitcn  there  was  more  of  the  pubHc 
wraith  squandered  away,  than  ever  \/:ii 
fquandere<l  away  in  England  from  th?  ac- 
cession of  the  Stuarts  to  the  year  XJ'rA* 
During  the  very  last  year  of  his  destruclixe 
power,  he  laid  on  pensions  which  added 
nearly  a  million  to  the  public  debt.  No  2C0 
years  of  our  history  affwrd  instances  of  so 
much  of  profligate  expenditure  as  are  afToriJ- 
ed  by  his  20  years  administration  ;  and.  r.  I 
the  while  he  was,  year  after  year,  imposing 
taxes  such  as  the  people  of  England  had 
never  before  heard  o^,  sudi  as  their  fore- 
fathers never  would  have  submitted  to,  and 
such  as  they  would  not  have  submitted  to, 
had  they  not  been,  little  by  little,  inveigled 
into  the  submission  by  the  crafty  use  of  a 

settled  system  of  alarm.- To  return  for  a 

moment  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Biddulph,  my 
opinion  is,  that  it  will  do  no  good  ;  that  it: 
i^-ill  produce  a  milk-and-water  report  tliat 
very  few  persons  will  ever  read,  and  that  it 
will  cost  the  country  about  5001.  in  printing) 
and  that,  after  the  subject  has  thus  been  laid 
at  rest  for  a  whble  year,  or  more,  not  a  single 
place  or  pension  will  be  abolished -—If. 
Foreign  Property  in  the  Itintii  is,  as  tha 
reader  will  reci^llect,  exempted  from  the 
Incoipe  Tax.  Upon  what  principle  th  • 
exemption  was  founded  will  be  seen  by  a 
reference  to  the  debates  upon  the  bill,  during 
the  last  session  of  parliament,  and  also  by  a 
Reference  to  Vol.  9  of  the  Register,  unJer 
the  words  Income  Tax,  Mr.  Bankes  has 
now  made  a  motion  for  an  account  to  be 
laid  before  parliament  of  the  amount  of  this 
property)  and/  if  the  true  account  can  b^ 
come  at,  the  amount  will  appear  to  be  very 
considerable.  But  it  seems  rather  odd  to 
me,  that  Mr.  Bankes  should  not  have  in- 
eluded  m  hit  motion  the  amount  of  ti^s 
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kings  property  in  the  funds,  which,  by  the 
same  act  of  parliament,  is  exempted  from 
the  tax.  Upon  what />ri«fip/e  tliisexcmfH 
tion  was  made  I,  for  my  part,  never  could 
even  guess  at.  No  tight,  upon  the  subject 
could  be  derived  from  the  proceedings  in 
the  senate  j  for  tliere,  no  one  of  the  "  faith- 
'*  ful  commons**  ever  asked  a  question  re- 
.specting  it.  Now,  it  seems  to  me,  that,  in 
the  first  place,  the  amount  of  this  property 
should  be  known,  in  order  that  tlie  people 
who  pay  taxes  to  support  the  royal  family 
may  know  how  far  it  is  reasonable,  that 
new  grants  should  be,  As  in  the  case  of  last 
.year,  made  out  of  the  t^xcs  for  the  support 
of  that  family  5  for,  if  the  king' should  appear 
to  have  much  money  in  the  funds,  the 
necessity  of  such  new  grants  must,  of  course, 
be  less  evident.  And,  though  the  *'  faithful 
*'  commons"  were,  to  a  man,  silent  as 
mutes  upon  the  subject,  I  must  confess, 
that,  while  1  see  my  annual  earnings,  out 
of  which  I  am  endeavouring  to  save  some 
little  matter  for  my  children,  and  which 
endeavours  must  cease  with  my  life  and 
even  with  my  health  5  while  I  see  these 
earnings,  in  common  with  those  of  every 
tradesman,  farmer,  parson,  lawyer,  or  physi- 
cian, greatly  deducted  from  for  the  purpose 
of  supporting  the  state,  1  am  not  content  to 
see  the  property  of  the  king  exempted  from 
taxation  $  for,  without  inquiry  whence  \h?X 
property  capie,  I  know  right  well,  that  it  is 
iat  the  defence  of  it  as  much,  at  least,  as  of 
ray  property,  that  public  sacrifices  are 
Called  for,  and  that  the  war  is  earned  on.  Mr. 
Sheridan  and  Mr.  Whitbread  will,  perhaps, 
call  me  Jacobin  and  Leveller  for  having 
joade  this  declaration,  bnt,  one  of  those 
gentlemen  lives  upon  the  public  money, 
and  the  other  seems  very  willing  to  do  so. 
They,  therefore,  may  think  it  very  reason- 
able to  caU  upon  the  people  to  sacrifice 
*'  even  tlie  necessaries  of  life,**  rather  than 
suiier  the  foe  to  invade  us,  while  they  justify 
.  the  exemption  of  th«  king*s  property  from 
its  due  share  of  taxation;  but,  if  a  man, 
who^  from  the  effect  of  unwearied  industry 
and  rigid  economy  is  able  to  lay  by  a 
hundred  or  two  a  year,  sees  a  tenth  part  of 
it  taken  away  by  the  tax-gatherer,  whUe  the 
king's  property  contributes  nothing  at  all  j 
if  such  a  man  complain,  and  in  tne  bitter- 
ness of  his  heart,  call  them  base  apostates  ; 
i£  boiling  with  a  sense  of  the  injustice  and 
lacking  all  me:ins  of  redress,  he  brand  them 
and  the  like  of  them  with  appellations  due 
.  to  their  conduct,  though  they  may  accuse 
him  of  revolutionary  designs,  the  virtuous 
^partof  the  nation  wiUnot,  but,  while  tliey 
sympathize  ja  his  feelings    will  applaud  his 


public  spirit. ^Am  I  told,  that,  as  the 

king  is  supported  by  the  public,  it  would  be 
useless  to  tax  his  property,  because  what- 
ever is  taken  away  in  tax  must  be  made  up 
to  him  in  new  grants '?  My  answer  is,  that 
the  property  of  which  we  are  speaking  is 
private  property  j  and  that,  without  any 
such  resource,  the  king  receives  a  most 
ample  allowance  annually  for  every  purpose, 
and,  moreover,  that  tliis  allowance  is,  from 
time  to  time,  when  it  is  alleged  to  have 
been  insufficient,  augmented  by  special  par- 
liamentary grants  j  so  that,  upon  this  ground, 
there  is  not  a  shadow  of  pretext  remaining. 
But,  supposing  this  not  to  be  the  case. 
Supposing  the  king's  to  be  a  fix«d  income, 
not  occasionally  augmented.  And,  then, 
how  will  the  general  practice  bear  out  the 
argument  ?  The  king's  allowance  is  paid 
by  the  public,  and  so  is  the  pay  of  every 
officer  of  the  army  and  the  navy,  and  so  Is 
the  salary  of  every  clerk  in  the  several 
offices;  and  yet  their  pay  and  salaries 
are  taxed.  All  of  them  pay  a  full  tenth 
back  again  to  the  public ;  and  why  should 
not  the  king  ?  Mr.  Sheridan  and  Jehu 
Bowles,  with  their  associates,  Mr.  PtiTy 
and  Redhead  Yorke,  may  call  Jacobin 
and  Leveller  'till  they  are  hoarse.;  but, 
cif  this  I  will  complain  as  long  as  I  have  the 
means  of  communicating  my  sentiments  to 

the  public. IIL  The.Haaipsuike  Pkti- 

TsoN  was  brought  forward  for  discussion  on 
the  13th  instant.  Mr.  Asheton  Smith,  tlit 
member  who  presented  the  petition,  opened 
the  debate  in  avery  appropriate  speech,  at  the 
conclusion  of  which  he  moved  for  a  reference 
of  the  petition  to  the  committee  of  privileges, 
to  examine  the  matter  thereof,  and  to  re- 
port the  simie,  togetlier  with  their  opinion 

thereon  to  the  House. The  motion  was 

seconded  by  Sir  Henry  Mildmay,  who,  io 
a  speech  remarkable  for  cleaness  as  well  as 
manliness,  and  perfectly  characteristic  of  a 
good  cause,  first  described  the  peculiar  si- 
tuation of  the  county  of  Soutiiampton,  and 
shewed,  that,  if  the  ministry  were  suffer- 
ed to  interfere  in  its  elections,  there  could 
not  possibly  be  any  more  freedom  in  that 
county,  than  in  any  rotten  borough  in  the 
kingdom.  He  then,  in  order  to  substantiate 
the  allegations  in  the  petition  proceeded 
tliuB,  as  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  debate 
given  in  the  Morning  Chronicle.  *'  In  or- 
'^  der  to  come  neurer  to  the  subject,  he 
"  sliould  beg  leave  to  read  the  documents 
"  upon  which  this  proceeding  rested  >  and 
"  first,  the  paper,  which  was  the  founda- 
^^  tion  of  the  whoje  business — (Here  tlie 
*'  lion,  baronet  read  an  extract  from  the 
''  first  letter  of  Sir  "VVm:  Heatlicote  to  the 
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"  Hampshire  Club,  stating  the  application 

"  of  Lord  Temple,   authorised  by    Loid 

*'  GrenviUe,  to  himself,  intimating  to  him, 

*'  that  government  would  not  oppose  his  r?- 

"  election,   in  the  event  of  a  dissolution, 

"  if  he  did  not  coalesce  with  Mr.  Chuie, 

'*  against  whom  government  proposed  to  set 

•'  up  a  cndidate,  Mr.  Chute  liaving  put 

*'  himself  in  systematic  opposition  to  go- 

"  vemraent.)      By  this  it  would  appear, 

'^  that  the  interference  of  the  executive  to 

"  that  county  had  not  originated  with  the 

"  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,   nor  with  the 

"  Comptroller  oiL  the  Navy,  but  was  a  pre- 

"  conceated,  premeditated,  and  predigest- 

^*  ed  plan  of  the  government,  to  dictate 

f'  representatives  to  the  county  of  South- 

**  ampton,    and  to  exclude  a  respectable 

"  gentleman  who  had  represented  that  coun- 

"  tjr  for  IQ  years.     It  was,  however,  in 

**  candour,  necessary  for  him  to  state,  that 

'^  the  noble  lord  had  given  a  subsequent  ex- 

*'  planation  of  that  transaction,  and  with- 

'*  out  at  all  imputfng  any  wilful  misrepre- 

**  sentation  to  either  of  these  pejsons,  there 

•'  appeared  to  him  a  contradiction  in  their 

'*  statements.  .  It  would  be  for  the  House 

*'  to  decide,  which  was  hiost  likely  to  be 

*'  correct.  Sir  Wm.  Heathcote,   who  re- 

*^  tired  to  his  closet  after  the  snterview  to 

"  make  a  memorandum  of  what  passed, 

"  with  a  view  to  its  publication,  or  Uie 

"  noble  lord,  who,  without  the  aid  of  any 

"  menorandum  whatever,  3   weeks  after, 

"  gave  an  explanation  of  it.    The  next  let- 

"  ler  he  had  to  notice  was  one  dated  Sept. 

«'  32,  from  Wm.  Freemantle,   Esq.  one  of 

"  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasur}',  to  the 

"  Barrack  Master  General.    This  letter  had 

''  been  sent  by  the  Barrack  Master  Gene- 

'^  ral.    General    Hewitt,    inclosed  in  one 

*'  from  himself  to  Major  Davies,   Deputy 

**  Barrack  Master  General.  General  Hewitt, 

**  in  bis  letter,  stated  that  he  could  not  bet- 

*'  ter  carry  into  effect  the  recommendation 

''  of   Mr.  Freemantle,  than  by  inclosing 

"  his  letter  to  Major  Davies.     (llie  hon. 

«'  baronet  here  read  the  letter  from  the  Se- 

**  cretary  to  the  Treasury  to  the  Barrack 

*'  Master  General,  recommending  the  go- 

'*  vernment  candidates,  the  hon.  Mr.  Hcr- 

*'  bert  and  Mr.  Thistlethwaite,   to  his  fa- 

''  vourahle   itifluence,    and   requesting  of 

**  him  to  mention   the  same  to  the  other 

"  gentlemen  of  the    department.)     This 

'*  letter  had  been  marked  "   on  his  Mojes- 

''  *'  ty*s  Service,'*  and  the  copy  which  he 

*'  had  of  it  had  been  taken  from  the  letter 

**  which  had  been  in  the  possession  of  Ma- 

•*jor  Davies.    In  consequence  of  it,  every 

*♦  exertion  had  be^  made,  and  with  suc- 
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'^  cess.    To  this  Major  Davies  bad  applied, 
**  that  the  committee  wore  of  opinion  that 
*'  his  canvass  woulc  be  more  effectual  at 
*'  Limington  and  the  Isle  of  Wight.    The 
"  next  letter  was  from  General  Hewitt,  to 
"  Major  Davies,    informing  him  that  he 
'^  might  go  to  Limington  if  he  could  obtain 
'*  the  permission  of  the  commander  of  the 
''  disUict,  but  at  the  same  time  tliat  he 
"  could  not  be  allowed  any  thing  to  defray 
'*  the  expenses  of  his  journey,  this  being 
^'  a  species  of  service  which  could  not  be  in- 
*'  serted  in  the  public  accounts.    The  im- 
"  pression  on  his  mind  from  this  letter  was, 
*'  that  there  were  two  accounts  kept  in  the 
"•  barrack  department,  one  public  and  the 
"  other  private.     At  any  rate  this  showed 
"  more  than  any  thin^lse  the  necessity  of 
"  going  into  the  committee,  in  order  to  as- 
*'  certain  whether  or  not  there  was  any  pri^ 
"  vate  account.    The  next  letter  was  from 
*'  Major  Davies  to  the  Barrack  Master  Ge- 
"  neral,    stating  that  his  destrnation  bad 
'*  been  fixed  for  Limington  and  the  Isle  of 
'•  Wight,  and  that  his  route  had  been  sketch- 
^'  ed  by  Lord  Carnarvon,  to  that  point,   as 
"  not  very  far  from  the  residence  of  Mr, 
*'  Rose.    The  next  letter  he  had  to  notice, 
"  was  one  in  Major  Davies  stated,  that  the 
"  Diike  of  Cumberland  would  not  suffer 
"  him  to  depart  for  Limington,  till  he  should 
'^  himself  set  out  for  Wales  which  he  im- 
"  ])uted  Co  a  ft-ar,  on  the  part  of  his  Rry.il 
"  Highness,  lest  his  efforts  should  produce 
**  an  eflect  inimical  to  his  political  connec- 
''  tions.    The  lart  letter  which  he  had  to 
"  notice,  was   one    dated  Jan.   1,    1806, 
"  which  ought  evidently  to  be   1807,    i^^ 
*'  which  it  was  stated,  that  Major  Davies 
*'  was  prosecuted  by  Mr,  Davcrell,  on  the 
•'  opposite  side,  and  tliat  he  had  an   offer 
"  made  to  him  by  Col.  St.  John,  on  the 
"  part  of  one  of  the  most  respectiible  men 
**  in  the  county,  of  relieving  him  from  ail 
*'  his  embarrassments,   if  he  should  give  up 
''  the  Treasury   letters   in    his  possession, 
*'  which  preposal  he  had  rejected.     He  was 
*'  as  curious  as  any  man,  to  find  out  who 
^'  this  most  respectable  man  of  the  c-^unty 
"  was,  and  though  he  had  been  forty  ye.irs 
*'  resident  in  Hampshire,   if  he  were  asked 
"  to  point  such  a  person  out,  he  should  fmd 
"  that  difficult.     However,   as  this  person 
**^  who  could  so  bully  and  bribe  with  the 
"  same  breath — who  was   so  ready  to  disr 
*'  charge  Major  Davies  from  his  embarrass- 
''  ments,  might  also  have  tl.e  means  of  in- 
*'  juring  him,  he  was  bound  to  state  that  he 
**  had  obtained  copies  of  the  letters  from  a 
"  person  who  had  them  in  his  possession, 
''  previous  to  the  election.    From  this  vrit. 
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tea  evidence  they  could  shew,  that  the  \ 
government  had  issued  its  mandates  to 
the  Barrack  DepHrtmept,  and  that  its  di-r 
r/--ctions  had"  beu*a  iaithfully  executed. 
IhcSarae  course  had  been  adopted  in  all 
the  other  departments,  and  particularly  by 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Navy.  If  they 
could  piove  the  fact  in  one  instance,  that 
would  be  sufiici^ut  to  prove  their  case." 

^This  Major  Davies,  it  will  be  observed, 

is  the\same  identical  Major  D.ivits,  upon 
whose  report,  in  the  Kle  of  Wight,  poor 
Atkins,  the  Barrack- master,  was  dismissed, 
and  whon)  the  Spartan  General  spoke  of,  in 
the  debates  upon  Mr.  Robson's  motion,  as  a 
person  of  •»  great  respectability,'*  whose 
cliaracter  was  not  U>  be  trifled  with:  This 
8  lould  have -been  borne  in  mind  by  the  mi- 
nisters, when  they  were  speaking  of  him  in 
the  present  debate.  But,  as  to  this  man's 
having  been  prosecuted  by  Mr.  Devcrell,  or 
threatened  to  be  prosecuted  by  him,  for  the 
purpose  of  intimidation,  the  fact,  I  have  good 
yjason  to  belie\'e,  is  totally  false.  The  truth 
is,  that  I  have  taken  some  pains  to  ascertai:^ 
this  fact,  and  I  take  upon  me  to  assert,  that 
the  procee,ding  against  Major  Davies,  whqre- 
Li  Mr.  I)everell  acted  professionally,  would 
have  taken  place,  and  must  have  taken 
place,  if  there. had  been  no  election  contest 
going  forward.  Mr.  Devercll,  it  is  well 
known,  has  long,  been  a  zealous  and  not  in- 
efficient opposer  of  tlie  party  of  Mr.  Ruse. 
He  has  long  felt,  like  every  Hiimpshire  man 
pf  an  independent  mind,  impatient  under 
the  absolute  sway  of  a  person,  who  had  no 
otber  pretension  to  power  in  the  county^ 
than  that  it  had  pleased  the  arroggnt  Pitt, 
who  took  delight  in  insulting  the  people,  to 
throw  this  county  under  his  feet.  If  a  man 
has  it  in  his  power  to  proceed  against  another 
Jegally,  it  is  quite  natural  that  his  dispasition 
tio  to  do  should  be  quickened  by  wl»at  he 
may  deem  the  party  hostility  of  that  other, 
and  especially  when  that  hostility  may  pio- 
babiy  prevent 'what  he  considers  as  a  de- 
liverance from  disgraceful  thraldom.  But, 
Jhe  fact  is,  that  Mr.  Deverell  did  not  pro- 
ceed against  Major  Davies  with  that  rigor 
which  he  might  have  proceeded  with,  and 
with  which  hi»  client  had   directed   him  to 

Eroceedupon  the  very  day,   1  believe,  when 
e  spoke  to  Major  Davies  the  words,  which, 
in  order  to  raise  himself  in  the  estimation  of 

fiis  party,  he  inter]>reled  into  a  political 
Lrejt;  and  this  motive  seems  to  have  led 
to  tlie  invention  of  the  story  about  the  offer 
of  Colonel  St.  John,  which,  from  every 
thing  I  have  been  nble  to  learn  of  the  mat- 
ter, i-f  a  pure  fiction. — r-Bitt,  as  to  the  let- 
Wr  o/J(It\  Freemantlcj  that  admits  of  no  mi- 


t-gation.     Before,  how^ever,  we  proceed  (^ 
nuke  any  further  rernarks  upon  it,  let  m 
hear  the  defence  of  this  gentletiian,  who  be- 
gan his  speech  by  bespeftking  the  indulgen::« 
of  the  House,  this  being  the  first  time  that 
he  had  evtr  spoken  in  that  assembly  5  an^^ 
it  was,  iiideed,  8  ngiilarly  unfortunate,, that, 
\nafnaidin  speech,  one  of  our  "  fiuihfut 
commons"    should  have  to  defend  himself 
against  a  charge,   unequivocally  preferred, 
of  having  endeavoured   to  undtimine  th« 
rights  of  the  people  !    After  having  com^ 
plained  qf  a  want  o{  candour  in  his  accusers, 
he  proceeded  to  the  main  point  tlms  :  **Th« 
"  letter  was  dated  Treasury  Chambers,  Sep. 
"  S2,  some  lime  preyious  to  the  dissolution^ 
"  and  was  marked   *'  i)nvate.**     He  should 
*'  not  say  tlwt  many  Jetters  on  ofiijialbo- 
"  siness  might  not  be  sometimes  marked  iq 
*'  tills  manner,  but  certainly  the  gentlemen 
'*  opposite,    who  h;^d  so  mufh   more  ex- 
"  periencc  In  the  business  of  p*^ce  than  he 
**  had,  must  know,  that  letters  so  marked 
"  ivere  never  preserved  by  olficial  copies  in 
"  the  office.      He  only  Tecommended    the 
*'  candidates  whom  he  wished  to  succeed, 
''  to  the  faiorable  influence  of  the  Barrack: 
!*  master-general,  and  requested  of  \i\m  to 
'*  recommend  them  to  the  other  gentlemen 
"  in  that  department.     These  were  the  ex* 
*'  pressipns  he  made  use  of,  and  he  was 
*'  ready  both  to  c  aim  and  to  justify  them. 
''  Now  as  to  the  c'aarge,  "  that  W.  Free-' 
**  mantle,  Esq.,  one  ol"  the  secretaries,  who 
*'  had  no  property  in  the  county,  had  em- 
*'  ployed  the  power  of  his  office  to  infiuenca 
"  the  election,"  he  con  d  eaaily  dispose  of 
*'  that.     It  was  one  of  the  unfortunate  con* 
*'  sequences  of  the  petition  having    been 
**  brought   forward  without  anycomraunt- 
"  cativ^n  being  made  to  him  on  the  subject, 
''  thnt  such  a  statement  as  that  had  found  it» 
"  way  iuto  the  petition.     If  the  hon,  ni«n« 
*/  bers  who  brcijught  forward  the  petition^ 

V  had  informed  him  of  its  contents,  h% 
*'  could  have  saved  tliem  tlie  trouble  of 
f  presenting  it  at  all — he  would  have  saved 
*'  them  die  di«igrace  they  roust  feel  from 
*'  tlie  indignation  of  the  house,  or  he  would 
f  1  have  saved  the  house  the  power  of  listen- 
f  ing  to  his  juhtihcation.'  The  answer  that 
*'  he  had  to  make  to  that  charge  was,  that 
"  he  was  9  freeholder  of  the  county  oj 
"  Southampton,  that  he  had  a  property  id 
**  diat  county,  and  that  he  had  as  good  a 
J'  right  as  any  of  the*  gentlemen  who  had 
f'  thought  prop«r  to  sign  the  petition^  to 
f'  employ  all  the  meaps  which  his  property, 
f*  influence,  or  connections  afforded,  to  pro* 

Y  mote  the  elect  on  of  those  '  candidates 
\\  whom  kc  wished  to  succeed,    ^e  b^ 
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**  fpr  im»7.y«ars  jx^saaiied  a. property  in- 
**  tIut€QUDt)%.  Miilids^nearest  and,  dKarest^ 
"  contufcilons  lived  tl:pre>  who.wpre.iM  *he 
"  haUit  ot'  coD^liia^  him,  and  w^p  wpuJd- 
**  b«  iofllj^noed  by  hii.JvJvke,  b^d  j^^p^r^ 
*^  tlfl3.  ia  ttm  to^ot/i,  equal. to  a^)?,  sMid 
•'  la^^  tbaft  tbo prop^rtieaoi"  nj/pst  of  those 
'*  wbosG  Biftine*  "uere  to  tbo  petition. 
"'  Tbow^  he  bad  btj^ip  .s?tt  W  atj  tU^  Trea- 
**"  swy,  itdkJ  not.  foUow  that  he:  was  to  be 
*'  dfitued  that  wbicb  ^a*.  the  lirihrigfU  (f 
*•  every  EftglishmajR^  the  right  of  giviug^jiia 
^^  support  aiKi'  lalibaaqp  t^  tbe  ca^dyitite 
'*  \M^ionr bei pieferred.  If  Jm,  were  to. bo 
**  deprived  of  that  right  by  his  office,  he 
^^  would  not  hiild  the  office  live  uiinytei. 
**  So  far  Jie  had  coohidered  the  question  on 
**  the  ground  of  privatid  feeUngs.  He  should 
•*  Q«&t  aisk  tl^e  Um-  befonet,  by  what  law 
*'  it  waa  that  lk5\w'a«  deprived  of  this  right, 
^'  raerbly becauae  JoeUekl  tlie  situation  of 
^  secretary  to  the  tr^^ry  ?  The  resolution 
"  of  the  house  in  1779,  extended  oaly  to 
"^  persons  who  should  use  tiie  power  of 
^  their  official  situations  to  influence  «le€- 
^'  dboos,  but  did  not  preclude  persons  lw)ld- 
"*'  iiig  offices  from  giving  their  votes  and 
<'  interest  t9  whatever  candidate  they  pleased. 
''  He  was  not  aware  of  any  law  to  th&t 
'^  effect,  and  he  begged,  the  bouse  to  look 
*'  ^  the  situation  it  would  be  in,  wa,i^eyecy 
^'  member  of  the  government  of  this  couor 
"  try,  whatever  might  be  their  talents,  their 
"  ^i^th,  or  their  cooaequeoce,  deprived 
**  9f  using  his  influence  with  those 
^'  with  whotn  he  w/ls  acquainfed.  He  had 
•^  known  Geoera)  Hewitt,  and  had  under- 
'^  stood  that  Nfa^or  Davies  was  a  ireehoider, 
*'  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  and  had 
**  applied  to  General  Hewitt  for  the  purpose 
*'  of  obtiining  that  vote.  Whether  b^  had 
*'  been  rightly  informed  as  to  Major  J^^- 
*^  Ties  having  a  vote,  he  could  not  teil,  but 
*'  he  had  reasoa  to  bdieve  that  he  bad  not 
'*  voted  either  f^^r  Mr.  Herbert  or  Mr.  This- 
*'  tlethwaite."-^^-It  having  been  asserted 
kj  Mr.  Freemantlo,  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
speech,  that  the  ministry  had  used  no  un- 
due influence,  duriug  die  ^ate  election,  Mb>. 
Jbffbry,  member  for  Poole,  stated  vwy 
glaring  instances  of  tliis  infludbce  at  Poole. 
It  was,  he  said,  publickly  acknowledged, 
that  the  patronage  of  goverument  was  given 
to  his  opponent.  Places,  which  had  bten 
actually  promised  to  some  persons,  were  re- 
fused after  qualifications  were  given,  and 
were  given  to  others,  who  had  taken  the 
side  of  his  opponent. Mr.  Biddulph  in- 
sisted that  an  inquiry  was  necessary  to  the 
support  of  the  character  of  the  House.-  * 
AIji.  JBtfKisisofii,  member  .for  Dover,  said 
that  the  interference  of  ^vemment^was  so 


t^ndisguiwid  in  that  borou'^b,  that  some  ^  I 
tlie  vi:;l^rs  told  him.  that  they  had  received 
an  order  (tow  tiic  Ordnance  and  Vlctaallint 
Bpmds  to  give  both  iWir  votes  for  his  oppo- 
nent* uuijer,  pai;^  of/fosingth^-ir  situations^ 
- — r-Mfit  TiMMT  pealed  the  ptii.'on  \yifh 
th^  uUiiQSi  conicinpl  j  he  s'iw  nofhing  at  all 
imprgper  in  the  conduv*  of  ^•^.  Frecmantk^ 
and  saw  r*o  end  tb^t  the  go'ujg  into  a  conj- 
mitiee  cqtdd  pusiwbly  ai.sver,  t.xcept  that  of 
ifittnuptifii^ pul/ic  huslness  and  lotveting tk^ 
dii;fiiti/  oj  the  H^nse,— -Ma.  Cannjn'4# 
cwngratidated  the  nf>inisters  on  the  path  ibcy 
were  t^UiiHg  to  fullij  their  old  plei.'ges  a\>oqt 
parliameniary  reform  J  but,  he  took  special 
care  not  to  pass,  even  by  iinplication,  an^y 
qcnt.ure  upon  the  Grenville  p;in  c4  the  nii» 
nistry.  and,  of  course,  though  he  said  h^ 
should  vote  for  the  reference  to  a  committee, 
he  seemed  to  see  very  litile  tjwt  was  "wrong 
in  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Freemantle,  whooa 

he    most    highly    complimei.tetl. M«» 

Adam  objected  to  the  reference  upon  tlie 
ground  that  the  charge  was  not  of  a  nattire 
iufficiently  ^grave.— — Lord  Folkf-stoxs 
allowed  that  the  members  of  governiueot 
bad  a  right  to  interfere  in  electioi:5as  private 
individuals;  but  he  could  con.sider  the  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  tlw  Treasur}-  to  the  Bar- 
rack Master  General,  in  this  case,  cuiyasau 
oijlicial  letter.  It  was  understood  as  such  b/ 
those  whose  conduct  it  was  to  iniluence.  He 
was  Rurpriztfdlhat  the  gentlemen  on  ilie  other 
side  woidd  not  asse^it  to  the  motion,  in  con- 
sideration of  their  own  honour,  of  the  ho- 
noiv  of  the  county  of  Hants,  and  of  \hm 
House  of  Commons.  He  understood  that 
much  further  groiHids  of  crimination  were  to 
be  brought  forward ;  and  particularly  a  letter 
from  one  of  the  other  Public  Boards,  s>igned 
by  the  Secretary.  Un  this  ground,  he  wish- 
ed   to  go  into  the    comcpittce. M»». 

Georgb  John^toivb,  who  has  himself,  I 
believe,  some  little  practical  knowledge  oi 
.  elections,  said  that  he  bad  seen  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  an  elector 
in  Yockshire  to  in0uence  his  vote.  This 
gentleman  conjured  the  House  not  to  rejt*<  f 
the  motion,  lest  the  people  should  begin  to 
think,  that,  in  good  earnest,  the  elective 
franchise  was  t)ecome  a  mere  farce,— —Mr. 
Braggb  did  not  think  there  were  saflicient 
grounds  for  sending  the  peiition  to  a  com- 
mittee.  Mr.  Percuval  begin  an  admi- 
rable speech  by  observing,  **  that  he  had 
*'  heard  in  the  course  of  the  debate  ii  gciK*- 
*'  ral  expression  of  surprise-—  one  set  of 
"  genticinen  were  surprit»ed  at  the  mannui: 
'*  in  which  this  charge  had  beeu  brout:hc 
**  forward— '.  another  at  the  charge  i. self. 
''  A  noblft.  lord  who  had   just  ^at  down 
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^'  (Lord  Folkestone)  had  fredy  expressed 
'/  his  surprise  at  the  strange  receotion  this 
^'  petition  had  met  with  from  his  Majesty's 
*'  ministers  in  that  House  5  and  the  noble 
'^  lord  was  surprised  at  such  a  reception, 
•'  because  the  noble  lord  thought  such  a  line 
''  of  conduct  inconsistent  with  those  profes* 
''  sions  in  favour  of  free  and  liberal  inquiry 
*'  into  alledged  abuses  of  a  public  nature, 
*'  which  were  ever  in  the  mouths  of  the  men 
^'  comprising  the  present  government  of  the 
*^  country.  He,  for  his  part,  could  not  be 
*'  brought  to  think  that  the  reason  assigned 
"  was  at  all  a  satisfactory  one,  for  to  be  told 
"  that  the  present  administration  were  in 
"  every  instance  acting  in  direct  inconsis^ 
"  teucy  with  their  professions  when  out  of 
*'  power,  would  have  produced  in  his  mind 
"  sensations  very  opposite  to  those  of  sur- 
•'  prise.  No;  of  all  other  emotions,  sur* 
'^  prise  was  that  from  which  he  was  at  that 
*'  moment  most  free.  What  had  been  the 
*'  conduct  of  ministers  upon  that  night,  he 
*'  hnd  long  since  learned  to  anticipate  from 
"  what  bad  been  their  conduct  upon  all  oc- 
*'  casions  that  involved  the  sincerity  of  their 
"  former  professions  in  the  t>old  and  un- 
*^  blushing  contradiction  of  their  practice. 
"  He  therefore  was  prepared  to  receive  that 
*'  fresh  instance  of  their  good  faith  andcon- 
'*  sistbncy,  as  completely  of  a  piece  with 
*'  all  their  other  proceedings  5  for,  however 
*'  they  might,  night  after  night,  uniformly 
"  pursue  that Iconduct  which  when  out , of, 
"  office  tbey  is  uniformly  decried,  they 
*'  bad  been  since  they  came  into  office,  at 
"  least,  consistent  in  their  systematic  perse- 
'"  verance,  in  contradicting  both  in  their 
**  language  and  in  their  measures,  all  the 
"  mighty  professions  and  high-flying  theo- 
♦'  ries  which  in  so  great  a  measure  characte- 
.*'  rised  that  deceased  body  of  reformers." 

' After  having  animadverted  upon  their 

barefaced  Inconsistency,  in  having,  upon  a 
former  niglit  professed  to  pant  for  the  mo- 
nient  of  investigation  and  now  getting  rid  of 
all  investigation  by  the  vote  of  a  majority, 
he  thus  concluded  a  speech,  which  would 
not  have  disgraced  Sir  Francis  Burdett  him- 
•elf:  "  If  the  House  reject  this  petition, 
*^  notwithstanding  the  strong  grounds  upon 
**  which  it  is  supported,  what  will  be  the 
*'  consequence  ?  .  What  a  proud  precedent 
^'  shall  ministers  have  to  bnast  of  in  this 
"  precious  sample  of  their  Treasury  corres- 

**  pondence then  may  they  fix  a  Trcasu- 

'  *'  rer  in  every  county,  in.  every  tox^Ti,  in 

•*'  every  borough,   then  may  each    mem- 

^'  ber  circulate  through  his  respective  bar- 

*'  rack  Ottpaiiii  ent,  the  decree  ofihegovem" 

'  *'  ment    againsd    the  subject' $   lirthrigki'. 


'*  provided  only  that  they  keep  within  tht 
^'  cautious  limits  of  their  precious  precedent  ^ 
'*  provided  only  they  do  not  pronounce  ac- 
**  tual  menace  5  provided  only  th^  do  not 
"  convey,  through  the  medium  oi  an  innfh 
'^  cen/ freeholder's  letter,  a  bribe  t^en  from 
*^  the  public  moneys    provided  they  keep 
*'  within  such  limits,  they  are  safe — the 
'^  precedent  of  this  night  will  bear  them 
*'  out,  and  they  will  again  find  a  House  of 
"  Commons  who  will  countenance  them  in 
*'  theirhreachqf  thai  House's  privileges,  and 
"  in  thevioiation  of  the  subject*  s  constitutional 
**  r^A/5,  provided  only  that  in  theactofsucfa 
"  breach  and  violation^  the  forms  of  dis- 
*'  creetnefis  and  decorum  prescribed  in  the 
"  present  precedent,  be  observed.    I  ear- 
*'  nestly  advise  the  Ministers  to  depart  from 
"  this  line  of  conduct  which  no  talents  can 
''  ultimately  rescue  from  the  indignant  ani- 
^^  madversion  of  the  country-^ friends  may 
*'  be  for  a  time  partial,  and  talents  for  a 
*'  time  popular,  but  rectitude  of  intention, 
''  integrity  qf  principle,  and  consistency  (f 
"  conduct,  are  the  best,  perhaps  the  only 
"  means  of  permanently  securing  that  pow- 
"  er,  which  1  hope  they  will  endeavour  to 
"  maintain  by  better  means  than  those  by 
•'  which  they  have  succeeded  in  acquiring 
"  it."— —Well,  Mr*  Perceval,  ihe  motion 
was  rejected ;   the  precedent  was  establish^ 
ed ;  and  will  you  suffer  your  John  BowJA 
to  call  me  Jacobin  and  licveller,  if  I  now,  in 
your  own  true  words,  insist,  that  the  govern- 
ment has  passed  "  a  decree  against  the  wb- 
"  jects*  birthright  ?"    Will  you  now  recom- 
mend *'  extraordinary  exertions  of  the  law" 
against  us,  and  **  an  enlargement  of  the  cx- 
"  ccutive  power  ?"    I  shall  presently  shew, 
Sir,  that  the  line  of  conduct  in  ministers,  so 
justly  reprobated  by  you  now,  was  pnrsued 
by  Pitt  and  his  supporters,  and  I  shall  ai» 
shew,  that  those  who  are  now  in  po#r 
took  precisely  the  part,  which  you  have 
now  taken.    But,  fiist,  we  must  hear  my 
Lord  Howick,  who  began  by  declaring  that 
"  there  never  had  been  a  single  instance  ot 
"  such  an  individual  and  personal  opposition 
"  brought  AS  the  present.    And  would  die 
'*  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  say,  thatdur- 
"  ing  the  last  20  years  there  was  no  interfe- 
•'  rence    in   elections  by  former  govem- 
"  ments  ?    He  did  not  mean  to  justify  him- 
**  self,  or  those  connected  with  Mm,  «»^J^y 
'^  by  a  declaration  that  others  did  the  Im 
*'  but  it  was  fit  that  the  attention  of  the 
'*  house  should  be  called  to  the  quarter 
"  from  which  these  complaints  proceeded. 
"  Tlie  noble  lord  next  appealed  to  a  letter 
*'  written  by   the  righi  hon.  gent.  (Mr. 
♦'  Rose),  to  a  Contractor  for  the  Ordnance, 
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•*  reqnesthsg  him  to  exert  his  best  offices 
*'  with  his  friends  at  Canterbury,  in  favour 
*'  of  a  candidate  (Mr,  CaicraftJ,  whose 
•'  election  he  was  studious  to  promote.  The 
*'  noble  lord  read  the  letter,  which  stated  in 
*^  general  the  anxious  wishes  of  the  right 
*'  hon.  gent,  to  secure  the  election  of  the 
^'  candidate  he  favoured>  and  pointed  out 
*'  the  means  by  which  his  object  could  be 
'.*  best  promoted.  Was  the  right  hon.  gent. 
**  a  freeman  of  Canterbury,  or  was  the  in- 
''  terence  now  complained  of,  in  any  mea- 
**  sure  to  be  compared  with  that  which  the 
*'  right  hon.  gent,  had  exerted  in  the  Can- 
*'  terbury  Election  ?  Surely  not.  If  then, 
f*  soch  a  conduct  did  not  then  call  for  the 
"  censure  of  the  House  (he  did  not  mean  to 
^'  contend  that  one  abuse  justified  another), 
*'  with  what  faoe  could  the  ri^ht  hon.  gent. 
**  and  his  friends  move  to  refer  the  present 
^'  case  to  v  committee,  which  so  much  less 
*'  called  for  any  such  interference  of  the 
"  House }  But  there  were  other  instances 
f  of  the  interference  In  elections  by  the 
^'  rig^t  hon.  gent.,  far  more  glaring  and  un- 
*'  equivocal.  He  would  content  himself 
"  with  adverting  to  two  5  one  occurred 
♦'  during  the  Westminster  Election,  when 
'*  Lord  Hood  was  the  government  candi- 
"  dale.  Did  it  not  appear  from  the  exami- 
''  naHon  of  the  expences  attetiding  that 
*'  election,  that  two  separate  accounts  were 
*'  kq)t,  one  for  lord  Hood,  the  other  for  (he 
*'  Treasury^  Was  not  that  a  more  fit  sub- 
*'  ject  than  the  present  for  the  interference 
**  ,and  animadversion  pf  the  House  ?  But 
**  another  case  had  occurred.  Had  not  an 
'*  application  been  made  (whether  eftectu- 
•'  ally  or  not  he  could  not  now  stale)  to  the 
**  right  hon.  gent,  to  obtain  the  remission  of 
**  certain  penalties  under  the  Excise  laws, 
**  m  favour  of  a  person  whose  vote  was  to 
♦be  secured  ?  On  that  occasion  the  charge 
**  at  least  was  made,  and  proof  offered. 
/*  Whether  the  charge  was  true  or  false,  it 
/'  was  not  for  him  to  state  ;  but  in  1/68  he 
"  made  a  motion,  the  words  of  which  the 
-•'  noWe  lord  repeated,  for  an  enquiry  into 
*'*  the  charge — ^a  charge  most  grievous  in  all 
*'  its  circumstances ;  yet  the  motion  for  that 
*'  Committee  of  Inquiry  was  negatived. 
**  Should  he  reluse  an  inquiry  under  similar 
."  circumstances,  what  would  be  the  opinion 
*f  and  the  language  of  the  gentlemen  oppo- 
."aitehim?  Yet  they  make  out  nothing 
/f  like  such  a  case  at  present. — What  is  the 
.**  question  now  ?  Why,  that  Mr.  Freeman - 
**  tie,  of  his  own  accord,  and  from  (he  hn" 
.**  pulse  oj  private  friendship  and  affection 
<?*'  for  a  relation,  addressed  a  letter  to  Genc- 
ff  i:al  Hewitt,  requesting  his  friendly  ser- 
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"  vices  in  favour  of  the  candidate  in  whose 
"  cause  he  so  naturally  interested  himself.'* 
■His  lordship  concluded  his  speech  with 
a  general  assertion  of  the  purity  of  his  Ma- 
jesty*s  ministers,  and  cited,  as  a  proof  of 
their  readiness  to  adroit  of  investigation, 
their  assent  to  the  motion  of  Mr.  Biddulph^ 
which  motion,  as  I  have,  I  think,  above 
shewn,  even  Pitt  himseli  would  gladly  have 
seconded  as  a  step  likely  to  keep  up  his  sys- 
tem.—Mr.  Rose  said,  in  his  vindication, 
"  that  the  letter  quoted  he  wrote  merely  to 
'*  a  person  who  offered  his  services,  and  in 
*'  favour  of  an  hon.  member  of  that  housci 
*'  (Mr. '  Calcraft)  who  certainly  had  not 
*'  made  a  very  grateful  return  for  the  favour. 
"  As  to  the  other  charge,  of  bis  having  pro^ 
^*  cured  a  prosecution  for  excise  to  be  sua- 
"  pcnded  against  an  elector,  of  Westminster 
*'  for  his  services  upon  the  election  for  lo.-d 
*'  Hood,  he  utterly  denied  the  fact,  and 
*'  called  to  the  recollection  of  gentlemen, 
"  that  this  subject  was  brought  before  that 
*'  house,  on  a  motion  for  inquiry  in  l/pS, 
*'  but  negatived  by  a  very  large  majority, 
"  on  the  principle,  that  there  was  no  ground 
**  laid  Jar  going  into  the  inquiry.  This  accu- 
*'  satiim  bciiig  repeated  in  a  newspaper,  he 
•'  brought  a  civil  action  against  the  printer, 
*'  thus  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  sub- 
"  stantiaic  his  charge  if  he  couW  ;  but  upon 
"  failing  to  do  so,  a  verdict  was  found  and 
'*  damages  awarded  against  him.  How 
^*  then  could  any  imputation  upon  his  cha^ 
*'  rccter  he  inferred  from  that  proceeding? 
"  He  was  gl^d  ot*  riic  opportunity  of  mak- 
"  ing  this  statement  -,  as  tlie  pamphlet  in 
*'  which  the  libel  appeared,  which  was  thus 
"  punished,  hiui  been  recently  republished, 
'^  and  brought  to  the  printer,  by  whom  it 
'*  was  so  republi^lled,  by  a  near  conncctiou 
"  of  a  noble  marquis,  the  father  of  the  noble 
'*  lord  (Temple).  He  stated  instances  of 
''  ministerial  influence  in  various  elections 
*'  in  Hampshire^  In  Christchurch  an  hon* 
**  member  (Mr.  Calcraft)  told  four  magis- 
"  traics  immediately  previous  to  the  last  dis- 
*'  solution,  that  if  they  would  vote  for  the 
**  Mayor,  recommended  by  him  (Mr.  Rose) 
*'  they  would  be  deprived  of  the  offices  they 
**  held  under  Government ;  and  at  the  last 
''  eleclion  there  were  letters  from  Mr, 
/'  Free  mantle,  to  several  Custom-house  and 
*'  Rtcise  Officers,  desiring  their  iri/iuence  in 
"  favour  (f  two  candidates,  whoreallj  were 
*'  never  before  knov\  n  in  the  town.  Ihus 
"  were  those,  who  wcmo.  by  law  forbidden, 
*'  under  severe  penaliit  .,  irom  at  alliuter- 
"  fering  with  eJecti(  n>,  c-ihoited  to  aid  tlic 
*'  cai/se  of  two  mil.  .>>;ii.!l  t  didates.  But 
f\  this  was  ppt  all — aa  c\.  military  officer 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


»:«! 


l*DlJTtCALREGIS'TeR>-Awo(fad!tff|^f  «*  ParUau/ent. 


liW 


*•  was  written  to,  who  really  had  no  fc^icAv* 
•'  ledge  vi'hatever  of  this  Mr.  Free  rtaao  tie ; 
'•  who,  the  man  said  to  him  (Mr.  R.)  when- 
•*  he  shfeweJ  him  the  letter,  signed  with  tbd^ 
*'  scnl  of  otfke,  and  dated  Treasury  Cbatn- 
*'  bers — At  Soat4ia/npton,  a  Gentleman' 
«'  who  held  nn  office  otV^'OOOa-year,  which 
*'  he  owed  l()  his  owh  recommendation'/ 
*'  wrote  to  hiiYJ  previous  to  die  last  election, 
•'  to  Kay  that  he  wonld  vote  for  his- son  at 
"  the  last  election  if  he  dare,  lui  that  if  fit 
•«'  tfid  ht  shnuU  he  deprived  of  his  place. 
**  Many  slill  stronger  instances  of  abused 
•'  fmi^^er  to  destroy;  ikvjrctdom  of  etection  he 
^'  had  it  in  his  power  to  prod«ce,  if  tiie 
**  House  would  go  into  the  Committee  of 

•*  Privileges." ^Mk.    CAtCRAFT    denied 

the  charge  of  ingratitude,  and  said,  that  the 
letter^  written  by  Mr.  Rose  to  Canterbury, 
t^^tfj  not  broxi^ki  to  iigkl  hy  him,  but  by  tlie 
person,  to  whom  it  wa^  written.— ~ After  a 
few  words  from  the  Solicitor  Genbral, 
»  division  took  place  upon  the  motkH\  of  Mr. 
AsHCTON    Smith,  which  was  negatived; 

there  being  57  for  it,  and  184  against  it. ^ 

In  remarking  upon  this  proceeding,  a  prb- 
ceediog  of  the  very  first  magnitude,  I  ahall 
begin  with  expressing  my  snti.tfaction  at  the 
condtict  of  Mt.  Asheton  ^mith  and  that  of  Sif 
Henry  Mildmay.  The  former  has  done  the 
country  greatservicein  promoting  the  petition, 
the  latter  in  sopporiing  it  in  .^o;ibl«i  aiid  manly 
a  Eftannei' ;  dnd  both  of  them  great  honour  to 
tfeeraselvcs  in  having  acted  in  a  way  which 
ilhewed  that  tbey  were  regardless  of  what 
exposures  it  naight  lead  to  on  eitl>er  side. 
lliey  acted  as  A  they  had  said  to  the  former 
mid  the  present  invaders  of  the  rights  of 
election:  "  answer  for  younelves  as  yon 
**  can ;  we  will  do  oor  duty  j  we  will  no 
^*  lougwr  be  your  party  instruments;  we 
*'  will  make  :i  stand  fot  our  own  honour  and 
*'  for  the  rights  of  our  country."  To  Sir  H. 
Mildmay  the  county  is  more  indebted  than 
io  any  other  man  I  know  of.  Had  it  not 
been  foi'  him  tUire  would  have  been  no  elec- 
tion »t  all ;  and,  if  1  am  not  much  misin- 
formed ,to  hun  was  this  well  grounded  ^nd 
cxcelletK  petition  chiefly  owing.  Sir  H. 
Mildmay's  opponents  accuse  him  of  being  a 
weathercock ;  an  accusal  ion  which  shews 
the  impudence  of  these  opponents,  and  the 
folly  of  Uieif  partizans.  He  was,  at  tlie  for- 
n\er  contested  election,  in  opposition  to  Mr. 
Pitt;  and,  of  course  (such  was  the  debase- 
ment of  the  cot  litry),  on  the  side  of  Mr.  Fox. 
At  ibis  dection  ke  wa«  against  the  friends 
df  xVfr.  Fox,  and  on  the  side  of  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  with  which  latter  minister  he 
bad  sided  for  some  year.=».  But>  were  not 
jyir.   Windham^  Lord  Spoocer^  aud  Lord 


Fit^wJlliara  on  the  sM*  of  Mr;  Foi.  at  the 
former  contested  election?    "Yes,  and  so 
**  they  were  now."     So,  indeed^  tbey  mtjc; 
b»t,  tiiey,  with  nfty  Lard  Carnarvon  amongst 
thfeir  .suite,  had  gone  over  to  Mr.  Pitt. in  the 
meanwhile,  and  ihey  bod  stnck  to  him,  too, 
ontilthey  thougiit  it  rigfet,  again  to  join  Mr. 
Fox.     So  that,  if  tveathercockit  must  ht^  the 
only  di^rence  between  them  and  Sir,  Harry 
Mildmary,  is,  they  had  fairly  boxittd  the  carr?- 
pas?,  while  he  had  got  but  half  way  round: 
Thiiclurge  is,  theretwe,  the  naost  hardaced 
and  nnoife  absurd  that  e\^  wa»^  alleged  by 
impudence  or  believed  by  folly.    No;   this 
is  not  the  fault  of  Sir  Henry  Mildmay^    His 
fault  is,  or,  I  hoj>e^  I  may  say^  ha%  been, 
being  0  tool   in  the  hands  of  nncberlings. 
And,    it    is    realty  naortif^'ing,    to   see  a 
man,  quttHfied,  in  ovcpy  way,  to  act  a  gjeat 
and  independsnt  part  in  a  coairty,  cond^sctad 
to   to  l>3  used.     Upon  the  two  occasion^ 
when  I  thought  it  ncceaiary  to  animadvert 
on  this  gentleman *s  conduct,  this,  feult  was 
prouKnently  conspicuous.    In  tbe  one  case, 
be  came  forward  with  a  nootioo,  which  rea- 
dered  him,  in  some  sort,  the  associate  of  I 
paltry  printer,  and  that  merely,  as;  it  evi- 
dently appeared,  to  gratify  the  malice  of  a 
man,  who,  had  he  not  been  a  minion  of  ilie 
minister^  would,    htmsdlf,    in   all   human 
probability,  have  been  nothotig  mucb .better 
than  a  news-paper   back    to  the   cod  ot 
his  dayd«    Tha  other  oocasioQ  was,  an4  *m 
this  case  tlie  animadversion  came  not  from 
ray  pen,  when  he  propo  ed,  in  the  Hcpm  of 
Commons,  the  bringing  forward  of  a  law  to^f- 
fect^  compulsory  composition  for  ft'Mtfr;  a  pro- 
position, which  he  stated  not  to  be  his  own; 
and  which,  in  all  probability,  was  suggested 
to  him  by  some  rattling,  drinking,  cock- 
fighting  pluralist,  who  never  set  eyes  upon 
any  of  his  flocks  except  in  the  season  for 
shearing  them,  and  who,  so  that  he  could, 
by  any  means,  retain  quiet  possession  of  bis 
unearned   income  for  life,  cared  not,    if, 
thereafter,  Satan  himself  becapc  the  head 
of  the  church.    For  becoming  an  instrument 
in  the  hands  of  such  men  there  is  no  apo- 
logy.   Hie  man  who  so  condescends  may 
be,  in  the  moial  sense  of  the  words,  a  good 
man ;  but  he  is  a  man,  in  whom  no  think- 
ing politician  will  ever,  until  he  alter  hii 
course,  greatly  confide.     Such  a  man  is  in- 
dependent only  in  name.     He  is,  as  to  all 
the  effects  of  his  conduct,  the  same  as  a 
placeman  or  [pensioner  during  pleasure  or  ia 
expectancy,   with  this  additional  disadvan- 
tage to  the  public,  that  he  is  not  generally 
regarde<l  as  such ;  and,  therefore,  it  is,  thJt» 
for. the  first  movement  in  me.i.<ure8  mpri 
than  Qtrdinarily  hostile  to  the  |wopcrti«s  a*l 
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JGbertics  of  the  people,  the  ctafty  ministct   (   it  has  put  beyond  dispute 
always  takes  ApeLiai  care  to  seiect  some*  such 
-I'he  defence  of  Mr.  j^reemantle 


fuau 

may  be  safely  left  for  tlie  public  to  decide 
upon.     They  will  want  Dolhing  from  me  to 
-convince  them,  that  it  vas  a  most  whining, 
pitiful,  paltry  attempt  to  gloss  over  a  shan^eip 
ful    act  of   ministerial   liiterference.      His 
"  nearest  and  dearest  relations   indeed!  '* 
Were  General  Hewett  and  Major  Da  vies 
iand  all  the  troop  of  barrack* masters    and 
jbarn- letting  farmer  a  and    contractors   and 
jdray  owners  5  were  these,  too,  his  **  n<*ar- 
est  and    dearest    relations  ? "     Verily  Mr. 
TbistJethwaite  has   reason   to  congratulate 
himself  upon    the  discovery  of  this  connec- 
tion !     I  greatly  over-rate  the   re^Llitude  of 
Jbai  gentleman's  mind  ;  report  has  describ- 
fsd  him  to  me   in  most  false  colours,  if  he 
does  not  sorely  repent  of  having  become  a 
member  of  parliament  by  tlie  use  of  such 
means  as  have  now  beet^  developed.     How 
lamentable  it  is  to  see  men  like  this  cpndcs- 
(cending  thus  to  be  made  the  instruments  iu 
briiiging  disgrace  and  ruin  upoti  their  couu- 
try,  aod,  by  the  very  same  act,  injury  to 
their   private  fortune  and  their  public  cha- 
racter I     A  fitter  man  than  Mr.  Thistleth; 
"waite  to  be  a  niember  of  thb  county  could 
Bot  easily  have  b^en  selected.     Young, -yet 
old  enough  ;  of  characfer  perfectly  spotless  > 
of  ample  fortune  5  of  manners  unaffected  j 
and  of  sound  sense.     What  could  induce, 
such  a  man   to  become  a  dependent  ?     Is 
tijere  any  reward,  aoy  title,  if  such  were 
6is  object,  that  can  ever  compensate  him 
for  the  loss  of  his  independence  for  one 
single  hour.     One  would  think,    that,    if 
such  a  man  had  nothing  but  the  bare  sight 
of  the  naausion  of  his  forefathers  to  remind 
hinlof  the  course  he  ought  to  pursue,  that 
alone  would  be' sufficient  to  make  him  shun 
the  path  of  the  dependent. — ^That  it  wag 
greatly  desirable  to  put  an  end  for  ever  to 
the  power  of  the  Roses  I  allow  j  but,  this 
might  have  been  done,  aud  more  etfectually 
done,  without  having  recourse  to  the  means 
which  the  .Roses  had  before  employed.    I 
would,  had  I  been  in  the  place  0/  either  of 
the  successful  candidates,  have  done  all  in 
my  power  to  extinguish  the  power,  the  ill- 
gotten  and  worse  exercised  power  of  the 
Jaoses;  but  never  would  I  have  taken  a 
seat,  the  means  of  obtaining  which  would 
not  bear  an  inquiry.— The  developeraent 
must,  holbever,  be  useful.    It  has  given  us 
Information,  which,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
petition,  we  should  not  have  possessed.     It 
has  proved,  that  it  is  the  system,  the  terrible 
Pitt  system,  that  is  our  bane.     IT  has  com- 
pletely exposed  the  pro/osslng  patriot  5  and 


t^7^ 

the  fact,   that, 

while  tfiis  system  Idbis,  we  have  nothing  to 

.hope  for  from  a  change  of  men. Lorz^ 

HowicK  seemed  ^shamed  (and  well  h« 
might  !)  to  come  forward  with  a  recrimina- 
tory justification,  ?ind  to  plead,  as  a  j^round 
for  rejecting  the  motion,  the  rejection  of  a 
similar  moticn>  when,  at  the  time  of  his 
opposition  to  Pitt,  that  motion  was  brought 
forward  egi.inst  Mr  Itase.  Mr.  Rose,  how- 
ever, adduced  as  a  p7  0of  of  his  innocence, 
as  a  proof  that  the  motion  va«,  upon  that 
occasion,  rejected  by  the  majority  with  jus- 
tice, that  he  had  afterwards  prosecuted  th6 
printer  of  the  charge,  and  had  obtained 
damages !  But,  though  legal  proof  cannot 
be  brought  of  a  fact,  is  it  tJierefore  to  bo 
regarded  as  false,  especially  vhen  the  piain-» 
tin  is  ihc  government?  We  all  kiu)w  how 
unfair  such  reasoning  is ;  an^  if  any  thing 
could  add  to  our  indignation  iu  a  case  like 
this,  it  woiild  be  the  prosecition  of  a  prin* 

ter  under  such  circumstance. ^I'hat  the 

facts  alleged,  in  thii  debate  against  the 
mini^ry  of  titt,  were  fully  equal  to  thosQ 
alleged  against  the  present  ninislry  is'  cer- 
tain ;  but,  my  Lord  Htowck,  how  could 
you ;  you,  you,  my  lord,  above  all  men 
living,  oppose  a  motion  for  inquiry,  fpr 
mere  inquiry,  in  a  case  wheie  it  was  evident 
and  undeniable,  that  there  had  been  used 
undue  iiilinence  at  an  election.  Well  do  1 
remember,  my  lord,  your  indignation  at 
the  conduct  of  Pitt,  wl*en,  with  his  placed 
and  pensioned  majority,  he  stifled  an  inquirji' 
into  the  conduct  of  hu  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  ,  Your -lordship's  conscience  must 
have  teminded  you  of  the  occasion ;  but,  1 
will  here  insert  all  the  material  parts  of 
that  d«>bate ;  and^  you  and  the  public  will 
see,  my  lord,  how  the  conduct  of  Pitt  and 
his  bupporters  was  then,  what  that  of  you 
and  your  supporters  has  been  now.  ^No 
pleasure,  my  lord,  do  1  take  in  making 
sbch  exposures:  I  wish  to  assist  in  support- 
ing the  present  ministry^  but,  if  my  choice 
lies  between  them  and  truth,  I  roust  choose 
the  latter.  When,  my  brd,  I  b»vc  inserted 
this  debate,  I  have  a  veijr  few  observations 
to  ackl ;  nor  am  I  certaio  that  they  will  be 
of  any  use :  for  this  debate  will  speak  for 
itself. 

EXTRACT      FROM     DKBRCTT'f     rARLIAMElf* 
TARY   DEBATES,  13tH  MARCH,  179^ 

"  Mr.  Thompson  rose,  he  said,  to  execute 
a  task  which  he  had  undertaken  j  the  task 
of  a  public  accuser  of  a  public  roan«  In 
consequence  of  rumours  circulate  out  of 
doors,  he  had  made  certain  inquiries^  tbe-re- 
sult  of  which  lie  should  now  submit  to  the 
liou&e*    'He  had  undertaken  this   diarge 
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tnirely  from  the  sense  he  had  of  his  public 
duty  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  totally  unconnected  with  any  ani- 
mosity against  the  hon.  gent,  who  was  the 
object  of  thi^  accusaticui.  It  was  to  bis 
public  duty  that  he  wished  to  dedicate  hini- 
«elf ;  and  if  the  hon.  gent,  who  was  the  ob- 
ject to  whose  conduct  he  wished  to  direct 
any  inquiry,  should  be  able  to  explain  hina- 
ieif  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  house^  he  should 
"be  glad  of  it.  This  he  said,  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  vindicating  himself  against  any 
aspersion  on  his  chSaracter,  for  the  impro- 
jpriety  of  his  motives.  The  lion,  secretary 
of  the  treasur)  had  said  on  a  former  day, 
that  he  was  conscious  of  his  innocence,  and 
heartily  courtei  an  inquiry,  and  wished  for 
the  hour  for  his  vindication.  That  hour 
Vas  come,  an(!  he  hoped  that  hon.  gent. 
would  not  again  say,  he  suspected  him  of 
an  intention  toshrink  from  the  charge  which 
he  had  tiioughi  fit  to  make.  The  rumour 
]to  which  he  illuded,  originated  in  conse- 
quence of  a  Trial  in  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  in  witch  the  hon.  Secretary  was 
defendant,  at  he  suit  of  a  Mr.  Smith,  for 
business  done,  in  behalf  of  Lord  Hood,  at 
an  election  foi  Westminster.  The  sub- 
stance of  the  evidence  in  that  trial,  went 
to  charge  Mr.  lose  with  having  interfered 
in  that  election  in  an  unwarrantaUe  man- 
ner, and  on  which  he  founded  his  intentions 
or  moving  for  a  Committee  of  Inquiry  upon 
the'  subject;  It  appeared  in  tlie  evidence 
given  on  that  trial,  that  Mr.  Smith  had 
some  time  before  been  convicted  in  a  penal- 
ty of  ^0  for  an  .offence  against  tlie  Excise 
laws  ;  and  that  afterwards,  in  consequence 
jof  services  performed  by  Mr.  Smith,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Rose,  in  the  course  of  that 
election,  part  of  the  fine  was  remitted  to 
him.  That  in  the  course  of  this  transaction 
Mr,  Smith  had  been  introduced  to  Mr.  Rose, 
through  the  good  offices  of  an  hon.  member 
of  that  house.  '["  Name  him,  name  him," 
was  generally  exclaimed.]  ThisMr.  Thomp- 
son declined»*but  proceeded  to  state  the  va- 
rious circumst^nces  of  the  conversation  bet- 
ween Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Rose,  by  which  it 
would  appear  that  Mr.  Rose  had  actually 
been  the  means  of  procuring  a  remission  of 
part  of  this  excise  fine,  for  his  services  in 
the  election,  in,  behalf  of  the  court  candi- 
date. Lord  Hood.  This  would  appear  from 
the  inquiry,  beyond  the  possibility  of  a 
doubt.  Having  stated  this,  and  also  many 
points,  on  which  the  inference  appeared  to 
him  to  be  clear,  that  this  was  the  conduct 
•f  Mr.  Rose ;  and  having  alluded  to  the  pub- 
lication of  the  trial  of  an  action  brought  up 
Iby  Mr.  Smith  against  Mr.  Rose,  and  the 
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points  there  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  a 
jury,  who  gave  Mr.  Smith  a  verdict  for  the 
amount  of  his  bill  >  and  that  it  appeared  by 
that  trial  what  part  Mr.  Rose  had  acted  on 
that  occasion,  he  came  to  the  copclusions 
to  be  drawn  from  this ;  and. here  he  wished 
the  house  to  reflect  on  the  consequences  of 
a  secretary  to  the  treasury  employing  the 
money  of  die  public  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
porting the  election  of  a  member  of  tha> 
house.  He  wished  them  to  reflect  on  the 
probable  consequences  of  suffering  the  pub- 
lic to  understand  that  their  money  was  wast- 
ed for  the  corrupt  purpose  of  procuring  seats 
in  tliat  house  for  the  friends  of  the  minister. 
He  wished  them  to  reflect  on  the  public 
contempt,  if  not  the  indignation  they  might, 
by  suffering  such  proceedings  to  pass  un- 
noticed, bring  upon  the  whole  house.  They 
should  remember,  that  it  was  on  the  opinion 
the  public  entertained  of  the  house,  it  could 
be  fairly  said  its  character  rested,  and  that 
it  was  from  the  people  it  derived  the  whole 
of  its  power  and  authority.  What  care 
then,  if  they  wished  to  maintain  this  cha- 
racter, or  preserve  this  power,  should  they 
not  take  to  impress  the  people  with  a  well- 
founded  belief,  that  they  would  never  con- 
nive at  bribery  and  corruption.  That  the 
people  are  not  taxed  to  support  the  corrupt 
deetions,  but  to  support  the  state*  To.  sue- 
ce^  if^sucba  practice^  as  had  been  imputed 
to  the  hon*  secretary,  or  rather  to  escape  an 
inquiry,  would  either  lay  the  foundation  of 
disturbances,  and  finally  the  down/aH  of 
our  state,  or  totally  extinguish  the  very  prin- 
ciple and  essence  of  liberty  in  this  country. 
He  had  made  this  accusation.  He  hus  ready 
to  support  it  by  proof.  The  hon,  gent,  had 
asserted  his  innocence.  Let  the  house  grant 
the  inquiry,  and  the  subject  would  be  pro- 
perly adjusted.  If  the  hon.  gent,  was  imio- 
cent,  he  ought  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
making  his  innocence  public.  If  he  was 
guilty,  he  should  not  be  suffered  to  escape. 
*•  I  have,"  said  Mr.  Thompson,  "  put 
*'  Geonje  Rose,  Esq.  fairly  upon  his  trial, 
*'  and  6od  send  him  a  good  aeliverance.** 
He  concluded  with  moving,  *'  That  this 
"  house  will,  upon  Friday  morning  next, 
*'  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
"  whole  house,  to  inquire  into  all  abuses 
'*  committed  by  persons  in  office  at  the 
"  electioii  of  a  member  to  serve  in  parlia- 
•*  ment  for  tlie  city  of  Westminster  in  July 
"  1 788,  as  far  as  the  same  relates  to  peual- 
''  ties  incurred  under  the  excise  laws,  or 
''  lottery  act.'* 

"  Mr.  Lambton  rose,  the  house  being 
rather  clamorous.  He  observed  that  cla- 
mour ana  confusio|i  should  not  deter  him 
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from  pursuing  his  duty.  He  first  of  all 
begged  leave  to  say,  that  what  he  had  already 
heard  would  have  been  sufficient  for  him  to 
support  the  motion;  but  If  that  were  not 
•nougb,  he  bad  a  charge  of  a  much  more 
flagrant  nature  against  those  who  ha? e  the 
conduct  of  public  affairs — It  was  aM>re  cri- 
XDinal  in  point  of  size  than  that  which  had 
been  first  exhibited.  Like  his  hon.  friend  he 
had  no  motive  for  the  part  he  was  about  to 
take,  but  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  constituents, 
and  in  the  very  onset  of  the  business  he  beg<^ 
ged  leave  to  assure  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  o^iposite 
to  htm«  that  be  disclaimed  all  party  spleen, 
and  had  no  private  pique  whatever  on  his 
mind  against  him  or  any  man,  however  they 
might  differ  in  opinion  ujx^n  political  sub- 
jects. In  the  year  17^^>  one  Hoskins  being 
at  that  time  in  prison,  at  the  suit  of  the  Soli» 
citor  to  the  lottery  for  700i.  in  order  to  an- 
swer certain  penakles  for  offences  against  the 
lottery  act,  for  which  he  could  not  find  bail, 
wrote  to  the  Solicitor,  telling  him  he  could 
j«-ocure  .50  or  60  votes  for  lord  Hood  at  the 
Westminster  dectiaa,  provided  he  could  be 
admitted  to  batl^  afld  that  such  bail  as  he 
fihould  bffer  would  not  be  ol^ected  to.  The 
Solicitor  to  the  lottery,  in  answer  to  this, 
said,  he  could  iiot  do  this  on  his  own  accord, 
but  must  have  authbrity  from  a  higher  quar- 
ter. The  man  was  afterwards  admitted  to 
ba^  and  his  ball  were  a  couple  of  the  most 
mi^rable,  wretched,  shabby  looking  ragga- 
muffins  as  ever  offered  to  commit  perjury. 
Their  appearance  shewed,  that  no  t^  from 
heing  able  to  swear  that  tliey  were  worth  yOrt. 
they  had  notjSd.  in  their  pockets,  exclusive 
of  the  pittance  that  had  been  paid  them,  as 
the  price  of  the  scandalous  crime  they  were 
hired  to  commit.  Nay,  so  wretched  was 
their  appearance,  that  when  they  came  to 
take  the  necessary  oalhs  before  the  judge  at 
Chambers,  although  they  brought  a  note 
from  the  Solicitor  to  the  lottery,  signifying 
bis  consent  to  their  bail,  tlie  judge^s  derk 
thought  it  so  impossible  that  the  Solicitor  to 
the  lottery  could  mean  to  accept  two  such 
^labby-looking  fellows  as  bail  for  700I.  that 
he  actually  refused  to  swear  them.  The  fact 
however  was,  their  ball  was  taken,  and 
Hoskins  did  actually  poll  for  lord  Hood  ^ 
votes:  from  which  time,  neither  Hoskins 
nor  his  bail  have  been  heard  of.  Mr.  Lamb- 
ton  having  stated  this  iact^  obsen^ed,  that  the 
publiCi  it  appeared^  had  paid  7QO\.  out  of 
jtheir  pockets  for  voting  falsely  for  lord  Hood. 
And  if  ministers  could,  as  their  political 
convenience  rendered  it  necessary,  suspend 
the  operations  of  some  laws,  and  remit  the 
operation  of  others,  where  was  the  freedom 
dk  the  country  ?    AW  this  would  be  proved 
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if  the  committee  of  inquiry  was  granted^ 
It  would  be  proved,  too,  that  otlier  practi- 
ces had  been  followed,  equally  disgraceful — 
the  whole  forming  a  mass  of  evidence  that 
would  let  the  public  into  the  knowledge  of 
ciscumstaoces,  of  which,  at  present,  they 
had  no  idea.  It  would  e&plainto  the  country 
the  principles  of  raodetn  conidence  in  mi- 
nisters. If  prw'ed,  there  woild,  he  hoped, 
beaa  end  of  the  virtue  of  theconfiding  ma- 
jority of  that  house.  It  wood  render  th» 
majority  of  the  house  snspcoied.** —  [The 
Speaker  was  here  pleased  to  call  the  hon« 
gent,  to  order,  and  was  supposed  by  a  gene- 
ral cry  of ''Order r*  Thf  Speaker  ob- 
served, that  it  was  quite  disoderly  to  glance 
reproadifully  on  the  conduc  of  a  majority 
of  that  house.] — "  Mr.  Lamlton  apologised 
and  dedared,  that  he  meantto  cast  uo  iie<- 
fiection  on  the  majority  or  their  motives; 
that  had  he  not  been  called  t)  order  prema- 
turely, 9iid  before  he  had  coiduded  Oie  sen- 
timent he  was  uttering,  lie  dil  not  believe  2)0 
should  have  been  deemed  disorderly,  or  de- 
serving of  the  reproof  that  ie  had  recei^•fid, 
as  he  was  going  to  add,  "^^  tnless  the  house 
''  gfanttfd  the  committee  of  inquiry  then 
''  moved  for.^*  Haviog  sai^'  diis,  he  resumed 
thejthread  of  his  argumen:,  and  exclaimed 
agaiostthe  effects  of  corruptiofi  on  the  elec- 
tors as  well  as  the  elected.  He  said,  ther 
all  knew,  tiiat  the  Eoman  emperors,  by  bri- 
bing and  corrupting  the  scoirte,  governed 
Rome,  and  trampled  dcwn  her  liberties  with 
as  much  unrestrained  licence,  as  if  there  had 
existed  no  senate  at  all.  That  it  was  to  the 
purity  of  election  they  were  to  look  as  to 
the  source  of  freedom,  and  the  origin  of  all 
their  dearest  rights  and  privileges-  That  it 
behoved  them  to  be  particularly  watchful  in 
times  like  these,  when  luxury  and  extrava- 
gance opened  an  easy  <Joor  to  corruption,  by 
reciprocally  enervating  all  the  vi^r  of  vir- 
tue, and  all  the  better  energies  ot  the  mind. 
He  spoke  of  the  splendid  and  brilliant  elo- 
quence of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^* 
speech  on  a  late  occasion,  which  they  all  sp 
much  admired,  and  which  might  fairly  be 
termed  the  lo  Ptean  of  the  rt.  hon.  |ent/« 
finance  5  but  he  confessed,  the  satislaction 
that  speech  gave  him  was  mucli  abated  in  liis 
mind,  when  he  learnt  the  maimer  in  which 
the  rt.  hon.  gent,  meant  to  appropriate  his 
surplus ;  he  tfiowght  the  rt.  hon.  gent,  might 
have  found  a  more^soothlng  anodyne  for  ilip 
late  armament,  than  he  h^  presented  them 
on  that  occasion  j  and  that  he  might  liav^s 
relaxed  the  rigour  of  his  excise  laws,  tlie 
reason  of  the  extension  of  which  odious  syir 
tern  was  now  apparent,  since  it  was  evident 
that  the  excise  was  found  to 'be  ^n  5dn\irabJ# 
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instrnment  of  panwhment  or  reward,  of  op- 
pression or  corrupt  ion.  J-fe  concluded  with 
observing,  thjt  Mr.  Rpse  bim^lf  ou^ht  to 
Tole  for  ti>e  committee,  for  that,  if  be  wgs 
.innocent,  fis  Jie  said  he  was,  it  was  a  duty 
which  heowec!  to  his  character  to' submit  it 
ta inquiry.  ¥  he  was  guilty,  the  house  was 
criminal  in  stttering  him  to  escape  from  pu- 
Duhment.  He  therefore  heartily  seconded 
the  motion." 

*'  Mr.  Ge3rge  IJosb  began  bis  defence 
with  declaring,  that  he  would  not  have  per- 
sisted in  endeavouring  to  be  heard  first,  if  he 
bad  not  been  jo  very  particularly  alluded  t«, 
that  it  became  absolutely  neces.sary  tliat  he 
should  make  an  immediate  .reply  to  the 
charges  that  lad-^been  stated.  The  hon. 
^ent.V'ho  male  the  motion,  had  declared 
that  on  the  pesent  occasion  he  came  for- 
ward with  no  nvention  of  his  own,  but  that 
be  was  the  nDuth-piece  of  the  public,  and 
stated  no  more  than  the  public  talked  of  and 
believed  J  it  v^s  not  a  very  easy  matter  to 
know  precisel;  who  the  puolic  was ;  every 
X  body  one  met  vas  the  public  ;  and  possibly 
<he  hon.  gent,  bund  the  public  in  newspa- 
per paragraphs  \ud  iihellous  pamphlets  j  he 
would  not  go  tht  length  of  saying  that  what 
the  hon.  gent,  hd  advanced  was  his  own  in- 
▼ention^  but  hecoi^ld  not  avoid  expressing 
his  astonishment  Rt  the  hon.  gent.*s  credulily 
In  venturing  to  bring  before  the  house  in  the 
serious  and  solemn  manner  that  he  had  done 
charges,  which  if  he  did  not  before  he  sat 
down,  prove  to  the  satisfaction  ot  thd  house, 
not  only  that  ever;  part  of  tliem  was  not 
true,  but  they  had  not  in  them  the  smallest 
degree  of  truth,  nor  any  shadow  or  trace  of 
truth  whatever,  he  should  be  more  mistaken 
than  ever  be  had  been  in  his  life.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  state  the  transactions  that  had  ta- 
ken place  between  Mr.  Smith  and  himself, 
«nd  the  greater  part  of  what  he  said,  he  sup- 
ported, \  by  written  documents.  He  began 
with  explaining,  that  Mr.  Smith  had  kept  a 
livery  stable,  and  that  he  had  been  ki  the  ha- 
bit of  hiring  horses  of  him,  to  go  the  first 
Stage  out  of  town,  that  he  had  not  seen  the 
luan  to  his  knowledge  nor  should  he  have 
known  him  if  he  had  met  iiim,  before  he 
•cnt  hira  a  petition  enclosed  in  a  letter,  in 
1789,  both  of  which  he  would  read  to  the 
bouse.  The  petition  stated,  that  Mr.  Smith 
having  had  an  information  lodged  against 
him  for  brewing  beer  at  home,  had  been 
convicted  in  a  penalty  of  s£50}  thajt  the 
beer  was  small  beer  for  the  use  of  his  own 
ftmily,  tKat  he  was  a  poor  man,  altogether 
Ignorant  that  it  was  contrary  to  law  to  brew 
small  beer  for  the  use  of  his  family,  and  that 
liQ  bad  09  IntentiQa  tQ  cpmmiit  any  OiTenoa 
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"Vvhatever  against  the  laWs  of  his  country. 
The  petition  farther  stated,  that  one  tliird  of 
the  penalty  went  to  the  poor  of  the  parish, 
one  third  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  to 
the  king.  The  letter  stated  that  the  vestry 
of  St.  Margaret's  were  willing  to  give  up 
their  third  of  the  penalty,  provided  be  (Mr, 
Bose)  would  procure  the  remi.ssion  of  th«5 
king's  other  two  thirds.  Thu.s  the  member 
of  parliament  through  whose  medium,  ac- 
cording to  the  hon.  gent.  Smith  had  been 
introduced  to  htm,was  no  other  than  the  ves- 
try ofSt  Margaret's.  With  the  petition,  he 
did  exactly  what  in  the  ordhiary  course  of 
business  he  ever  did  whenever  petitions 
were  sent  to  him,  viz.  referred  it  to  the 
board  to  whose  cognizance  the  subject  mat- 
ter belonged.  Smith's  petition  he  enclosed  ^ 
to  Mr.  Cholmondeky  the  chairman  of  the 
excise  board,  and  afterwards  upon  arrother 
application,  understanding  that  Mr.  C.  was 
out  of  town,  and  the  petition  with  him,  he 
wrote  to  the  Secretary  to  beg  him  to  get  the 
board  to  suspend  deciding  upon  Smith's  case 
till  lyir.  C.  came  to  town,  and  on  no  other 
account  than  merely  because  Mr.  C.  had 
the  petition  with  him.  But  to  shew  the 
house  of  what  little  avail  his  inteiferencehad 
proved,  the  petition  was  rejected  by  the 
Board  of  E.xcise,  and  Mr.  Hose  read  the  Se- 
cretary's answer,  with  the  decision  of  thd 
.  Board,  in  which  the  Secictary  declared, 
"  that  all  the  allegations  were  untrue ;  that 
"  Sniith  was  not  a  poor  man  j  that  the  beer 
*'  brewed  was  strong  ;  and  not  small  beer  5 
"  that  he  well  knew  what  he  had  done  was 
"  illegal ;  that  he  contrived  to  get  the  malt 
**  into  his  house  so  privately,  that  even  his 
"  brewer,  (who  was  the  person  that  had 
"  informed  against  him)  did  not  know  when 
*'  or  whence  it  came,  that  he  had  long  been 
"  in  the  habit  of  brewing  and  conveying  it 
"  into  his  own  cellars  for  sale,  and  that  if 
*'  the  penalty  had  been  ^500.  instead  of 
''  g€50.  it  would  not  have  been  adequate  to 
"  the  beer  he  had  brewed."  Here,  there- 
fore, was  a  ckar  proof  that  he  had  not  in- 
fluenced the  board  in  their  decision.  Half 
the  penalty  had  actually  b^en  levied,  and  tht 
other  half  was  to  be  paid  by  instalments. 
This,  he  solemnly  said,  was  tl)e  whole  of 
the  transaction  between  Smith  and  him,  as 
far  as  regarded  the  penalty  of  5^50.  During 
the  time  pf  the  Isst  general  election,  Smith 
came  to  him,  as  he  was  going  out,  and  mad<» 
a  proposition  for  opening  his  house,  and  de- 
clared in  bis  entry,  that  he  could  detect  a 
great  number  of  bad  votes  that  had  been 
given  for  Lord  John  Townshcnd,  when  be 
jrnswered,  "Do  so,  if  you  can,  it  wiH  be 
*'  doings  a  right  thing,"  Uui  as  to  any  pr#"  * 
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posilton  on  Ae  subject  of  the  dectkm,  ho 
must  go  to*  Lord  Hood's  coimtiittee.  -He 
did  :  >,  foand  ihe  bad  votes  he  aaid  hecowld 
ti:i^,  and  ?.t  lensrih  applied  tahimto  be  paid, 
Tlie  av«^\vcr  lie  |[»;ive  him,  was,  '*  Reteu:ft  to 
"  Ln-^  Ilni.d's  committee,  they*!!  pay 
"  yo'i  '  Snith  afterwards  again  demJocWd 
payiirent  rf  him,  and  conamenced'fln  action, 
whicli  Xvas  tried.  In  the  Conrt  of  Kiog  s 
'Bench.  He  would  not  impoach  the  jnalice 
«nbe  conrt,  nor  the  integnty  of  fhe  jufy  ; 
ffuch  a  case  was  certainly  made  ont  as  to  in- 
duce them-to  give  a  verdict  for  Smith.  These 
were  the  facts,  but  did  any  man  in  hit  senses 
luj^e  that  he  (hlr.  Rose)  if  he  had  felt 
the  least  consctousness  of  being  really  in- 
debted to  Smith,  would  have  saffercd  the 
cause  to  have  gone  into  a  court  of  justice  t 
Most  certainly  he  would  not,  he  nsvtr  had 
lent  a  man  who  hod  a  demand  upon  him, 
twice  firom  his  door  in  the  whole  course  nf 
his  Kfe ;  but  he  nsiust  still  think,  that  Smith 
had  not  a  nghr  to  call  on  him  for  payment ; 
he  had  opened  no  house,  (not  that  he  should 
have  done  wrong,  if  he  had)  nor  made  him- 
self responsible  in  any  sort  whatever.  In 
pmof  of  the  facts  he  had  stated,  Mr.  Rose 
read  a  variety  of  papers,  a»d«fler  declaring, 
that  be  had  stated  the  whole  of  his  conduct 
itspttfting  Smith}  as  to  any  thmj  that 
might  have  passed  between  him  and  "any  of 
thctjfficers  of  the  Board  of  Excise,  he  said, 
he  hoped  he  was  not  to  be  made  responsible 
/or them.  It  was  not,  'Mr.  Rose  obserfed, 
necessary  for  him  to  say  much  of  bhnself^ 
hecanse,  however  party  might  influence  gen- 
tlemen with  whom  he  was  not  acquainted, 
the  friends  who  knew  him^  he  trusted, 
would  find  nothing  in  his  character  or  any 
partof  his  conduct  suiident  to  warrant  even 
t  momentary  suspicion,  that  he  would  be 
mean  enongh  to  act  so  scandalous  and  base 
i  part  as  calumny  had  imputed  to  him  j  and 
vrtn  if,  for  the  sake  of  argunnsnt,  it  were 
admitted  that  he  could  sink  so  low,  did  any 
person  living  imagine  such  a  noan  as  Mr.  C.  • 
woald  join  with  hina  in  such  a  disgraceful 
•cene  >  There  was  not,  he  declared,  in  the 
world  a  better  friend  to  the  revenue,  a  man 
fif  more  uoimpeached  integrity,  nice  honour 
«nd  high  spirit,  than  Mr.  C.  as  all  who  knew 
hina,  he  would  venture  to  say,  would  rea- 
dily acknowledge;  nor  was  there,  he  be- 
lieved, iu  existence,  a  man  who  would  have 
fell  more  repugnance  to  take  a  part  in  such 
a  business  than  the  gentleman  he  was  al- 
ludir*g  to.  With  regard  to  the  other  charge 
that  respecting  the  admitting  Hoskii>8  to 
hail,  by  sham  bail,  he  protested  he  had  never 
«^'en  heard  the  nam's  name  before  that  day, 
^^  was  ft  likely  that  Lord  Hood  would 


liave  de$ined  his  agent  to  act  i^h  a  part  ir 
had  be4in  iucubed  to  him-r  It  appeared 
to  him  that  if  Lord  Hood  bad  permit- 
ted his  ;igcnt  x>  do  what  had  bei?n  utato^, 
it  wyalJ  have  been  noihing  less  than  sub- 
jecting him  tohave  hud  hii  bend  put  in  tl^ 
piUory.  Mr.  lose  avenged,  that  what  Jb« 
had  said  was  tie  whole  of  tl»e  transactioa 
whidr  he  bad  ccr  had  with  Smith  j  but  if 
any  gentlemen  vere  not  disposed  to- believe 
.  him,  it  did  n»t  dejx^nd  on  his  a^sertlona 
bIojic  ;  the  aftiers  of  the  excise  were  at  ti)# 
-door,  and  rea<.y  to  come  to  the  bar  of  ih» 
houso  4o  coohm  them.  Neither  the  e^tcis*  . 
laws,  nor  anyftulhority  that  he  .might  b^ 
sup^xjsed  to  p)ssc6s,  had  ever  been  madd 
use  of  for  any  )urpose  that  could,  upcn  th» 
strictest  invesigation,  he  deemed  improper,  , 
much  Jess  for  lection  purposes.  But  if  anf 
person  could  nink  so  ill  of  him  as  to  sup- 
pose he  woal^  so  pro.stitntehis  situation,  did 
they  imagine  lie  exaited  characti^rs  who  sat 
at  -die  Troasry  Board  would  suffer  it  ?  He- 
concluded  w.h  saying,  that  if  it  should  hm 
necessary,  tb  house,  he  hoped,  would  in- 
dulge hira  ii  giving  such  explanations  «ft 
might  be  cal>d  for." 

<'  Mr^G.BY  [now  Lord  How'ck]  iup- 
ported- the  notion,  and  maintained,  that  no- 
thing had  been  stated  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  to  make  it  appear,  that  the  houae 
ought  not  to  grant  the  committee  that  had 
been  moved  for.  He  Uid  great  stress  on  tho 
case  of  Hoskins,  and  said,  the  hon.  gent,  had 
solemnly  declared,  Ihat  he  never  caused  any 
niitigatioa  of  the  penalty  which  Smitli  had 
incurred  under  the  excise  laws  to  be  made. 
He  begged  to  know  if  he  had  not  done  it 
through  Mr.  yivian,  the  Solicitor  to  the 
Board  of  Excise  ?  He  produced  a  note,  da- 
ted April,  1789,  Irom  Mr.  Rose  to  Mr* 
Smith,  appointing  him  to  meet  Mr.  Viviaa 
at  8  o'clock  the  next  morning,  at  his  own 
house  in  Palace  Yard.  With  regard  to  what 
the  hon.  gent,  had  said,  in  denial  that  Mr. 
Smith  applied  to  him  througli  the  medium 
of  a  member  of  parliament,  and  had  term^ 
that  member  of  parliament  the  vestry,  the  - 
hon.  gent's,  memory  must  4ave  been  very 
iinperfect,  and  must  have  failed  him  won- 
derfully if  he  recollected  nothing  of  the  cir-^ 
cumstance.  To  refreidi  his  memory,  he 
would  mention  who  the  member  was,  the. 
member  for  Liverpool.  Upon  the  whole, 
he^ontended,  that  there  was  enough  before 
the  house  to  induce  them  ta  inquire  into  it, 
ajid  the  hon.  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  un^ 
less  thnffeit  that  something  would  come  out 
in  that  inquiry  t  which  ihey  did  not  ttnsh  i9 
Le  k.own,  ouglU  to  be  among  ty  first  to  pro- 
pose a  commUiee,  and  ihi  last  io  shrink  from 
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the  motion.  If  they,  on  their  side.  Bad  stated, 
what  th6y  could  not  prove,  ir  might  be  the 
more  disadvantageous  to  th^m   to  have  a 
committee,  but  so  far  from  estertaining  such 
an  idea,  he  would  end  witli  taying,  that  the 
house  ought  to  go  into  a  coranittee." 
**  Mr.  Fox  said,  it  occurred  to  him  that  the 
hon.  gent,  who  had  brought  this  subject  for- 
ward, had  stated  ground  sufkient  tor  an  in- 
quiry into  this  case.     The  question  was, 
whether  such  interference  had  taken  place, 
on  tlie  part  of  the  ministers,  iS  had  been  sta- 
ted }  or  whether,  upon  the  itated  interfer- 
ence, there  was  ground  fa  inquiry  ?  To 
this  it  was  objected,  that  th  charges  were 
false.      Then  it  was  replicc,— *'  We  can 
'*  prove  all  this  by  papers  weshall  lay  upon 
*'  your  table;  we  shall  pro^  this 'beyond 
*'  dispute  by  oral  testimony  j  we  can  prove 
*'  the   whole  of  our  allegaton.    We  can 
•'  prove  first,  that  some  how  or  other  this 
**  man  got  out  <}f  prison  j  we^n  prove  that 
"  having  done  so,  he  polled  hr  Lord  Hood. 
*'  We  can  prove  that  he  was  detained  for 
**  700I.  on  a  clause  of  havii^  iiicurred  the 
'*  penalty  of  the  Lottery  act  5  we  can  prove 
'*  that  he  came  out  by  sham  b\\ ;  we  can 
*'  prove  that  all  this  is  traced  o  the  autho- 
'*  rity  of  gentlemen   in  office ;  that  it  was 
*'  under  the  inspection  of  the  Solicitor  of 
*'  the  Lottery.'*    What  then  follows  ?  That 
the  house  shall  pronounce  a  mini^te^  guilty  ? 
No  I  Only  that  they  shouW  infpriw.    The 
whole  of  this  would  be  produced  iu'evidencCi 
It  would  be  produced  in  evidence,   that  an 
application  was  made  to  the  Sdlicltor  on  be- 
half of  this  very  man  ;  nay,  by  himself,  to 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Lottery,  stating  the  cause 
of  his  confinement,  and  stipulating  the  con- 
dition of  his  release  5  thatiham-  bail  was  pro- 
posed to  be  offered  ;  that  the  Solicitor  said 
he  must  consult  others  from  whom  he  recei- 
ved his  authority.     Something  more,  that 
lord  Hood  had  *  actually  paid  his  attorney's 
bill,  in  which  is  contained  an  item  for  the 
expensfe  of  conducting  this  very  act!  for 
procuring  bail,  and  effecting  the  discharge  of 
this  very  person  !     Was  this  not  enough  to 
enter  on  an  inquiry  ?    A  man  in  prison  for 
the  sum  ofyooL  undera  penal  statute,  to  be 
•  discharged  on  condition  of  serving  an  election 
candidate,  by  the  worst  of  all  means— 'per- 
jury and  coxruption  \    The  bare  suspicion  of 
this  ought  to  make  a  man   impatient  for  an 
opportunity  of  making  his  defence.     Why 
then  not  go  into  the  committee  ?  The  otlier 
part  of  the  charge  which  applied  to  the  hon. 
secretary,  met  with  a  curious  reception  from 
that  hou.  gent.     H^  says,  that  his  conduct 
is  plain  and  above-board.     If  so,  why  refuse 
to  inquire  into  it  }  What  is  there  to  fear  if 


yoiir  conduct  is  fair  ?    Thenofe  sentby  Mr. 
Itose,  ro  Mr.   Smith  was^  that  Mr.  Rose 
wisl^  to  see  him  on  the  nejrt  morning,  and 
stating  tbiat  he  had  some  business  to  settle 
with  him,  and  that  if  he  came,  he  would 
have  aw  opportunity  of  meeting  Mr.  Choi- 
mondeley.    Was  tliis  pure  civility  of  intro* 
ducing  them  to  each  c^er  ?     Had  the  hoo. 
secretary  do  other  use  for  his  house  ?    "VVas 
there  to  be  no  convisrsation  on  the  excise 
fine  ?    Waa  it  probable,  that  being  left  with 
each  other,  without  a  third  person,  for  the 
secretary  was  not  there^  that  Smith  would 
not  have  mentioned  the  fit^  which  he  had 
been  ordered  to  pay  ?     Pure  civility  this^  ne 
doubt !    This  \^,  in  his  opinion,  a  strong 
instance  in  which  the  house  were  called  upon 
to  interfere. — Ttik  hon.  secretary  had  obser- 
ved that  he  must  adnake  the  credulity  of 
gentlemen  who  believed  what  they  had  heard 
on  the  stibject  of  the  excise  fine,  or  that 
Smith's  demand  upon  the  hon.  secretary  was 
just.     He  was  of  opinion  there  was  nothing 
due,  or  he  would  not  have  resisted  the  de- 
mand.    It  was  his  constant  practice  never  to 
suffer  any  person  to  call  twice  for  one  just 
demand.    All  this  might  be  very  true,  but 
the  answer  to  it  was,  that  the  jury  to  whom 
this    case  was  referred  decided  otherwise. 
The  house  had  the  assertion  of  the  seomtary 
of  the  treasury  against  the  solemn  decision 
of  the  juiy .    In  the  opinion  of  tli^  j?iry>^  the   ^ 
hoiugent.,  notwithstanding  Mt  knowl^oge* 
was  mistaken. \    Iii  the  proof  which  Mr. 
Smith  hdd  to  adduce  he  was  mistaken.     In 
the  proof  that  was  to  be  given  again;^  him  on 
this  subject,  he  pretended  to  have  complete, 
knowledge.  Whether  he  had  better  acquain- 
tance with  the  disjx>sltion  of  that  house  than 
he  had  with  the  integrity  of  tlie  jury,  he 
knew  not ;  but  he  must  think    it  would  bo 
unfortunate  for  this  country  if  he  could  con- 
trol its  decision.     If  he  could  not,  the  opi- 
nion he  had  given  of  his  sagacity  in  the  for- 
mer case,  gave  him  no  great  pretension  to  be 
regarded  for  prophetic  powers  tiiat  would 
supersede   the  necessity  of  inquiry  'in  that 
house,  by  anticipating  the  effect.     Upon  this 
trial  evidence  was  given,  that  something  in 
the  nature  of  a  remission  of  a  fine  was  made 
from  Mr.   Rose  to  Mr,  Smith.     No  such 
thing,  says  Mr.  Rose.     What  then  should 
the   house    say-— Yes,    or  No  ?       Neither. 
Let  us  inquire,   was  the  ouly  answer  they 
could  honestly  make." 

'*  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  opposed  the  mo- 
tion for  inquiry.  He  observed  that  the 
question  which  he  put  to  geullenien  who 
supported  this  motion  had  not  beeu  answer- 
ed 5  instead  of  giving  him  any  answer,  iliey 
had  given    him  argunieuts  j    tb«   qu^stipa 
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being  ^ill  ananitirered,  his  objection^  te- 
maf ned  imremmr^  upon  this  suiqect.  When 
gemiemeD  on  the  other  side  talk  of  a  penalty 
being  remttted,  and  being  asked  who  it  was 
wiio  remitted  it — viroald  thef  andertake  to 
ihaice'  oat-  any  criminal  charge  agaifist  gen- 
tledafen  high  Id  office  ?  That  was  the  na- 
ture of  the  motion,  and  not  that  of  asserting 
any  thing  against  the  Solicitor  6f  the  Lot- 
tery, or  of  the  Board  of  Eiccise.  These 
complaints,  if  true,  would  not  i^ake  any 
thihg  oat  against  gentlerbcn  high  in  office, 
<sbtiijiquenily  afford  no  support  to  the  present 
DK^tioci.  if  this  charge  was  to  be  made, 
i^;aihst  ^hora  was  it  t6  be  made  i  They 
bad  not  so  much  as  slated  the  person  against 
ilk^hDm  th6  charge  was  to  h6  made — that  they 
t&otdd  pr6ve  it  when  made,  or  that  evett 
th6y  thtmiielv^s  believed  it.  He  contended 
that  this  ^as  t<to  vague  to  foond  a  crimitial 
ftiqnity  u^n,  attd  a  subject  by  no  means 
likely  to  reward  the  house  foi*  the  trouble 
Wbldi  it  would  incur  by  this  inquiry.  iTic* 
Question  was,  "  whether  there  was  pte- 
'*  suAiptioD  enough  for  that  house  to  ft>i*m 
**  a  motion  belief  that  the  charges  would 
•*  te  spjfeeiaftr  made  out,"  and  on  this  he 
li^hfts  dearly  of  opinion  there  Was  no  pi'ospect 
Aat  the  h^ose  would  have  any  such  evidence. 
Hept^^d  himielfa  friend  to  d  sobet  cthi 
f'dliorUd  inquiry,  on  fair  gi-ouhds  stotinjg^  the 
ph>liattir)ty  of  guilt  in  the  persons  accused, 
ik/  iAis  w^  noi  the  c&se  in  the  present  in* 
iUukce,  and  the  house  u>ould  not  vote  a 
^HnUnal'  vtijuinf  upOn  conjecture,  surprise, 
4r  iusinuiution,  hou>ever  ingenUntsly  ,of^  vehe- 
IkeAllif  supported.  To  take  up  fk^dfrteo/ 
ike  house  upon  these  unfounded  inquiries, 
would  otdy  impede  ihe  ptogres^  of,pkllk 
iUJdness,  and  derogate  firork  the  dignity 
m^hick  belonged  to  the  cUUleroHve  character 
^  the  house.  In  cases  like  these^  if  the 
ho^se  adopted  the  motion,  no  character, 
however .  exalted  in  station;  or  however 
<ft8ti(iguished  by  iKtegrity,  would  be  safe 
fyoax  accusation  for  a  momentl  In  order  to 
^  inquiry  on  foot,  ifWasoiil/  to  make  a 
chari;^;  and  to  mai&tain  it  by  as  many  hard 
w6rd$  a4  j^ssibkl,  and  that  hmise  mu^t 
•ftlt^  into  a  public  inquiry  without  the 
slightest  foundation.  Tliese  things  he  wish- 
ed to  p<it  to  the  integrity  and  common 
adose  of  the  housd^  and  to  a^  them  to 
reflect;  whether  by  the  dictateir  of  either^ 
th/ty  fislt'tiiefdselves  called  upon  to  vota  ibr 
di6  induiry.** 

*'l'be  AtTokNET  GESfiRAt.,  after  haviiit^ 
^lyxcsktt^  l4is  surprise  at  what  be  had  heard 
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that  d.iy,  declared  the  suitt  ftoskins  had 
given  bail  to,  was  neither  mrtre  nor  less  than 
ail  action  of  debt  sued  out  by  IVIr.  Prost, 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Lottery,  as  a  mere  indi- 
vidual. Had  it  been  any  thiog  in  which 
government  waS  iii  any  way  concerned, 
Mr.  Frost  would  have  been  bound  in  duty  t6 
have  consulted  him  a^  to  tbe  bail :  but  that 
had  not  been  the  case.  Mr.  Frost,  he  said^ 
on  his  own  accord,  had  brought  actions 
against  different  persons,  on  the  Lottery 
acts,  for  the  recovery  of  penaltieJi  to  th^ 
amount  of  8  or  9,0001.,  merely  to  nridke  out 
a  charge  upon  the  Stamp  Office  of  2J0QO\, 
for  wh^t  he  had  done,  whicl^  was  the  re- 
coveting  about  150l.  On  flie  occasion  of 
Hoskins,  Mr.  Frost  had  not  insulted  him^ 
by  offering  shahi  bail  to  his  consideration^ 
or  he  should  not  have  done  it  with  impu- 
nity. Iri  fact,  in  tlie  particular  instance, 
hfe  had  acted  a^  a  iriere  individual.  Ha 
etpfained  it  to  the  house^  that  actions  for 
penalties,  as  the  law  stood  at  present,  codU 
be  brought  by  arty  individual  who  chose,  ii,  \ 
ahd  that  the  consequence  was,  they  were 
cOm)>fottiised  in  the  ndost  scandalous  mannei: 
reputedly,  and  that  he  not  being  in  posses- . 
slon  of  the  evideri(ie,  could  not  effectuiilly 
interfere.  Tha  only  way  to  prevent  ihls, 
^ould  be  to  enact  in  future,  that  nd  action, 
for  a  penalty  should  be  brought  but  fay  tha 
Attorney  General.  Hie  Ju^es^  he  said, 
had  dona  him  the  honour  to  eonsult  him.oti 
the  subject,  and  hatd  com|Jlained  of  the  fre- 
quencif  of  the  conipromises.  He  repeated^ 
tibat  Hoskins  was  imprisoned  oti  .an  actioa 
of  debt  t6  Frost  as  a  mere  individual,  and 
declared,  that  he  did  not  know  one  case  in' 
x^hich  he  received  a  scrap  of  paper  from 
Frost.  He  reasoned  upon  the  item  of  tbj» 
three  guitieas  charged  by  Frost  to  lord  Hood, 
add  said,  so  far  from  its  ai?(5rdlng  an/  proor 
th^t  persons  high  in  office  had  been  guilt/ 
of  corrupt  practices,  itahnost  to  a  demon- 
stration proved  the  contrary.  The  ground*^ 
that* had  been  laid  do^n  were  far  too  slighi' 
for  the  hoiise  to  go  into  a  committee  upon^ 
and  they  ought  nOl  to  go  into  acommiitee> 
unless  they  were  pretty  snf-e  of*  success .** 

*'  Mr.  M.  A.Taylor  said^  if  (he  hoh. 
gentlerrten  on  the  other  side  would  content' 
themselves  with  the  deliverance  which  fly-*  . 
ing  from  trial  would  give  them,  he  wjsheji' 
them  much  honour  of  tlieir  acqaittaL     Tha  , 
public  Would  decide  on  the  purity  of  thosa' 
artio  durst  not  stand  trial.    The  flicis  aU 
teged  against  them  were  as  specific  as  it  wai 
possible  to  make  them,  in  the  present  fita^a 
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of  I  he  business.  It  was  directly  charged 
upon  the  Solicitor  of  the  Lottery,  and  tlie 
auspices  under  which  he  acted,  that  he  had 
s6tlered  an  accused  person  to  escape  by  sham 
ai»d  Jew  bail,  because  he  had  engaged  to 
bring  sixty  votes  in  favour  of  a  Lord  of  the 
Adniirahy.  It  was  expressly  charged  upon 
tfie  Secretary  of  the  Treasur -,  that  he  had 
engaged  to  bring  a  person,  convicted  of  a 
penalty  for  an  otlence  against  the  Excise 
Jaws,  to  a  private  conference  wit1i  the  Soli- 
citor to  the  Excise,  in. his  own  house,  on  his 
promising  to  pcrfcjim  certain  services  in  the 
s:\id  election.  I'hese  were  specific  charges, 
and  yet  it  was  objected  that  there  was  tou 
niuch  generality  in  the  accusation  At  a 
time  when  the  imputations  against  the  Se- 
rf etary  of  the  Treasury  for  meddling  iucl^c- 
tibns,  were  so  round,  the  delicacy  of  that 
house  dlone  was  not  to  be  offended  by  whjs- 
ptring  an  insinuation.  Did  they  really  think 
he  was  not  active  in  his  interferences?  Did 
they  not  know  how  various,  how  multiform, 
bis  appearances  were,  whenever  he  could  be 
s^n  or  felt  with  effect  ?  He  called  upOH 
the  house  therefore  to  stand  forward,  and 
vindicate  themselves,  by  searching  to. the 
bottom  a  charge  fairly  and  candidly  brought 
before  them/'. 
*  •'  Mr.  Whitbread  said,  the  accusation 
was  as  specific  as,  in  the  present  stage,  it 
ought  to  be.  His  hon.  friepd  ought  not,,  in 
lii.s  mind,  tb  name  the  person  high  iu  office 
against  whom  liis  proofs  lay  ;  his  naming 
blm  now  might  deprive  him  of  those  very 
j;Voofs.  I/Ct  the  right  hon.  gent.,  for  in - 
htance,  reflect  what  ought  to  be  his  conduct 
if  he  himself  were  the  high  person  alluded 
to.  He  had  the  complete  j)owcr,'  by  his 
eloquence,  by  his  influence,  to  grant  or  to 
stifle  inquiry,  as  he  should  lli]d  that'  ihe 
proofs  were  feeble,  or  that  they  were  con- 
clusive. If  he  made  it  a  previous  doctrine, 
Ihrrefore,  that  the  person  should  be  named, 
and  that  all  the  chain  of  proof  should  be  ex- 
posed, he  crushed  all  inquiry  against  a  mi- 
nister pending  his  power,  and  against  all 
subordinate  officers.  The  dignity,  the  f^- 
jftgs  of  gentlemen  in  office,  dema»i  Jed  that 
they  should  be  the  fir^  to  entreat  the  house 
to  gfant  the  inquiry.  Not  to  l)e  forward  in 
soliciting  it  themselves  would  he  to  give 
ftuspicion  of  gutlt — innoceiurc  would  be  eager 
for  justification — it  could  not  sloej)  under  ac- 
cusation— *'  Go,'*  it  would  say  «o  its  friends, 
"  relieve  me  from  the  torture  of  suspiciou. 
^'  I  have  lost  my  rest ;  1  cannot  sleepiill  I 
'  ^'  am  justified."  Wlint  sort  of  friendship 
rrmst  that  lit,  which,  instead  of  eagerly 
bringing  the  accuser  to  his  proofs,  forbids 
jUI  inquiry,  4£^  <&KXRSr  itino^encc  '*  |y  sBep 
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'*  no  more!*'  It  w^s  not  to  be  imagined 
that  his  Majcs^'s  ministers  could  persist  in 
shnnking  from  the  only  legitimate  means 
which  they  had  of  an  honourable  acquittal." 
**  Mr.  Windham  wid,  that  the  very  un- 
accountable language  of  that  day  induced 
liim  to  rise,  not  because  he  thought  it  possi- 
ble to  adduce  any  new  argumcnib  in  support 
of  the  inotion,  but  because  to  be  silent  under 
the  doctrines  which  had  been  advanced, 
would  be  to  desert  bis  duty,  and  to  prosti- 
tute his  feelings.  The  doctrines  had  them- 
selves been  strange ;  they  had  been  more 
strange  from  the  quarter  whence  they  had 
originated.  They  militated  against  e\^7 
principle  of  jurisprudence  which  the  wisdom 
of  ages  liad  matuied,  orwhicli  the  practice  of 
ail  our  courts  had  sanctioned  j  and  yet  tbey 
were  brotight  forward  by  lawyers.  Aeon- 
duct  had  been  held  by  his  majesty's  minis- 
ters, which  certainly  did  not*  greatly  tend  to 
the  elevation  of  the  house,  and  which  he 
knew  not  bow  they  could  reconcile  with^ 
their  own  dignity.  They  had  recourse  to  a-' 
scrupulous  nicety,  under  which  a  man  of  ho- 
nour, charged  with  the  suspicion  of  guilt, 
would  have  disdained  to  sheltei*  himself,  a 
mere  verbal  insufficiency,  and  taking  refuga 
in  the  desperate  practice  of  self-convicted 
and  timorous  offenders  in  our  crimin<d 
coprts,  they  had  hterally  got  off  by  a  flaw  in 
the  indictment.  They  said,  '*  it  is  neces- 
*"  sary  that }  ou  shall  name  the  person  hi^h 
*'  iu  office  whom  you  charge,  and  unless 
*'  YOU  specify  the  offender,  you  shall  not  be 
*'  permitted  to  inquire,  although  you  assert 
"that  there  is  positive  guilt.'* — *'  Why, 
"  Sir,"  snid  Mr.  Windham,  *' e\'en  taking 
it* with  this  captious  objection,  their  scru- 
ple ought  to  bo  removed,  when  the  hon. 
gent  (Mr.  Thompson),  fairly  tells  you,  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  personally 
charged.  Ls  not  tl>e  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury a  public  man  iu  high  authority?  Is  he 
not  ^  great  man  by  his  salaries  ?  Is  he  not  a 
public  man  by  his  trusts  and  offices  ?  View 
hinj  iu  air  lus  aspects — he  is  every  way  a 
public  man— and  he  is  personally  accused. 
HiU  the  learned  gent,  asserts  it  as  a  legal  doc- 
trine, that  there  ought  not  to  l^  an  inquiry 
iinless  there  is  a  great  and  infinite  probabi- 
lity of  guilt.  Is  tins.  Sir,  the  practice  of  any 
one  court  in  England?  There  ought  uot  to 
be  a  tri  d,  I  admit,  without  a  certain  degree 
6^  suspicion  ;  Int  thire  ought  lo  le  an  in- 
quiry wherever  there  is  a  charge^  and  where- 
ever  there  is  an  open  and  avowed  arcusrr.  A 
wan  ought  not  to  le  Irovght  hefore  a  jury  of 
his  peers  t'tt  driswer  to  a  frivolous  and  vexa- 
tious charge,  i^ut  ivilL  you  say  (hat  the  grand 
jury  shall  not  ^xamitie4he  WL?  To  deny  an 
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inquiry  is  to  bar  tkt  door  against  justice. 
It  is  contrary  to  ike^fhsi  prim,%''hg^qt*jiirh' 
prud'Vcc.  It  is  wfutl  a  l^/uiirf,  a'lmnais 
^'ohUI  rejoice  in,  Lut  it  would  ieiafnial  to  in^ 
neeence.  We, state  that  there.'' is  pamive 
guilt  J  we  bav'^  record  t>f  poMifive  gu.lt-.  We 
hav«?  the  prcxj*  diat  a  public  otiicercsullerod  a 
peiiou^  jcciihed  i^f  an  oifeiKe  «triiirt»t  iaw,*to 
escape,  ia-  a  corrupt  reason,  c;iK?tiat*feto,tJi^ 
dignity  of  ihis  ho«ie»  oiunigeous  to  ihe^fc- 
preseraalion  vi  the  pei>ple  :  and  weJxivef  it 
presented  to  us,  thi<t  he  did  tlib  v.itkihe 
connivance  I't  higher  peraons.  W«fdeiua(tid 
that  this  bill  be  exaijiiied.  \\'e  deawnd 
thaC  the  houie  shall  go  into  a  coniinitiee,  .to 
sett  whether  |)erson.s  in  office  did,  or  did  not, 
c<mvert  the  public  revenue,  into  an  instru- 
ment of  election  abuse.  Granting,  a  cora- 
Biittecis  not  going  to  trial  j  but  ilyou  say, 
that  you  ought  not  to  inquire,  when  abuse  is 
stated,  you  lay  down  ^  principle  unknown 
in  azij  coio-t  in  the  world !  You  say,  in  so 
niahy  words  at  least,  that  the  English  House 
of  Commons  shall  establibh  for  its  o^vn  con- 
duct a  d(H:trine  to  screen  rj'iilt  and  ttviortajre 
jnjioccnce.  Another  doctrine,  advanced'by 
the  leamed'gent.  is  certainly  eqjially  a^in>>t 
his  own  practice,  iii  the  , courts,  i/fyiere 
**  ought  to  be  proof  that  the  wituowerare 
•*  credible."  Why,  Sir,  was  it  ever  heard 
of  that  the  credibility  of  the  witnesses  be- 
came a  question,  till  they  came  to  give  their 
.evidence  ?  tdl  it  was  seen  what  stress  was  to 
be  laid  on  their  testimony?  This  new  way 
of  taking  character  by  anticipation  is*  a  doc- 
trine so  new  and  so  contrary  to  all  practice, 
that  I  confess  it  astonishes  me  to  hear  it  ad- 
vanced; and  against  all  this  we  hive  the  as- 
ffertioa  of  the  gentlemen  themselves.  *'  I 
**  assiure  you,"  say  they,  **  these  witnesses 
"  are  not  deserving  of  credibility;  trust  us^ 
**  the  accused  persons  ;  \^e  assure  you  of  our 
.'*  innocence ;  and  here  let  there  l)e  an  end." 
.Sir,  they  must  surely  entertain  a  higher  opi- 
nion of  the  credulity  of  this  house,  than 
J  even  their  recent  experience  can  justify,  il* 
Jliey  think  that  their  confiding  takut  will  be 
.curried  to  this  length.  But  if  it  is,  then  the 
iiiajority  will,  upon  reflection,  sco  the  true 
picture  of  tl>eir  own  conduct ;  they  will  see 
whether  the  imputations  that  have*  been 
Ihrowu  upon  them,  of  giving  confidence  for 
reasons  which  they  have  never  been  so  good 
*  to  explain,  are  not  fairly  to  be  ascribed  to 
hem.  Tliey  will  do  more:  this  administra- 
ioii,  which  it  has  been  their  fashion  to  paint 
ihout,  however,  having  any  proofs  to  ex- 
ibit — certainly  without  any  mstances  of  pu- 
iy,  which  il^ey  please  to  advance,  as  a  per- 
•ct  paragon  of  purity  and  virtue,  will  now 
and  uiiiuaske<(  aad  expo^d  ia  thu-ir  natural 
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'.  and  true  colours.     The  gny  embroidered  suit 
'  of  pretence,   in   which    they  have   decked 
themsehes,  andui>der  which  they  have  strut- 
'  led  in  m.»E;n!tice4it  di'*^uise,  is  unu  o\\\  and 
1  they  behold  them  in  the  tattercvl  rags  ofrhtir 
r  genuine  deformity.     They  stand  like  the  un- 
j  c^stnl  frenchman,,  which  the  licentiousnes* 
t.jfff'our^stjige  i.s  t<K)  apt  to  exh  bit  ia  ridiciil* 
I i*«ki'.f;aifes- without  a  shirt — ia  tinsel  and 
:Chice»cn'lhc  btariide — in  dirt  and  iU>v\  las  with'* 
-  .iai— 4hey  st^tid  l>^i>re  their  contiding  4naj()- 
!rrir^,..«t»n«ie;^  of  slirink::i^  from  triil,  ani 
l;.wjien  atnaaaloestlot  dare  tost-uid  trial,  th« 
f  world  Inrrea*  ri^ht  to  believe  him  cuihy  ; 
and  in  .thiACt^mtition  stands   his  ^^j.•^t)'l* 
niiuislerfi  iiVtlie  eyes  of  their  maj'>rit) .     Let 
meadd,«  Sir,  one  Word  more  on  this  serious 
subj"ect.     We  have  before  us  two  pregiiiint 
infitance.<l  oH  the  use  whidi  is  Kijde  o!  iliosa 
fiUftnnary  and  shameful  pr^  ceed.u ;  ,  w  hich 
are  introduced  into  prat  lice  f(>r  the  sj'ke  of 
©ardarlhig  revenue;  Umt  fcvenuejftr  iiii^ck 
j  -^vkryiliM^  k  to  te  sacrlftcd'^tke  cilhen  to 
\.  ri^of>f}r4'Kifii  antt  ruined — the  omiiitutim  to 
I   be  tio/iited,      Ue.  see   that   tiic\e    .sunrncry 
I   niG*tes  of  cdnvfCiion   may  be  d.'Xtvraushi  p,T- 
\   verted  into  instruments  of  Jiivour  ur  o/Jeary 
I  <i^  it  may  be  the  poUiical  and  corrupt  motive 
'  "0/  Hif^^^'J^^  ^^^  moment,  to  grati/y  or  to  in-^ 
]  tivn'dnle.     You  see  the  fact  in  i;Lirlnr^'  truth 
before  you.  ~  It  remains  for  vou  to  shew  to 
yoar  constituents,  suifering  under  these  abo- 
minable laws,  whether  you  will   not  at  leai»t 
provide  against  tue  profligate  pcrvcvbion  of 
them  to  other  ends  than  revenue." 

*'  Mr.  Martin  said,  that  though  he  wa*? 
of  opinion  that  an  inquiry  ought  to  be  grant- 
ed, and  even  that,  if  the  motion  were  rej?ct- 
e\l,  eternai  disgrace  would  fa!/  on  tire  houSd,; 
yet  he  hoped  it,  would  be  rejected,  as  such  a 
circumstance  cnuld  net  /ail  io  open  the  c//i'» 
of  the  pulilc  to  the  imp^rjcitions  (j  the  pre- 
sent  system-  of  repnsenfalion,  and  co-ivuica 
them  of  tlie  neressity  of  a  parliamentary  re- 
1  form." — The    house    disuled, — Ayes,  b4; 

Noes,  ^21.  

'  Now,  my  Lord  [iowick,  how  do  you  feel, 
j  after  a  look  in  this  glass?  Nny,  my  lord, 
'  laugii  not.  It  is  no  laughing  matter,  and 
'  that  you,  and  thoaewho  now  back  you  will 
find.  Conid  you,  my  lovl,  h/ok  me,  or  any 
I  man  like  me,  in  the  face,  after  the  perusal 
I  of  this  dc'jate,  bearing  in  your  mind  wlidC 
!  passed  on  the  13th  i:istnnt  ?  if  yuu  could,  I 
I  would  not  exchange  the  l>it  of  paper,  upon 
i  which  I  am  writing  in  defence  (if  my  coun- 
I  try's  rights,  for  your  ( llice,  your  title,  arid 
I  your  fortune  to  boot,  if  J  weie  tl;oi*ovvi(h 
,  compelled  to  take  your  ?uind  ami  vuir  h-^uf. 
j  But,  4  will  do  you  the  justice  to  say,  that  I 
;  do  not  ihiak  }ou  could  loci:  nu  in  u^i^  ijc?. 
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I  am  well  axtrare  of  the  state  of  your  mind 
upon  sQch  an  occasion;  ahd  I  regret,  that 
any  consideration  whatever  should  have  made 
you  consent  so  to  enthral  yourself.  Your 
lordship  ottce  said,  in  proposing  ^  reform  of 
parliament,  that,  in  spite  of  **  the  calum- 
^  nious  assertVort,  that,  if  you  were  in  pmv» 
*'  ety  yon  would  be  the  fast  to  pHoposesnch 
*^  a  measure,  yovi  should  proceed  in  the 
**  discharge  of  your  duty."  Was  the  asser- 
fT'on  '*  cat-tmniaus"  my  lord  ?  Here,  my 
lord,  it  is  that  our  m^dy  liesj  Here  are 
tiie  seeds  of  death,  it  is  the  alKsubduiag 
system  of  Pitt.  '*  What,"  said  Sir  F.  Bur- 
dett,  in  the  debate  just  referred  to  {26 
March,  1797).  "  What  was  the  cause  of 
*'  the  French  revolution  ?  The  progress  of 
*'  reason  and  philosophy  ?  Reason  and  phi- 
*'  losophy  can  boast  of  no  such  influence 
"  ovier  mankind.  The  revolution  was  caused 
"  by  the  extravagance,  profligacy,  and  inso* 
*'  lence  of  tlie  miministration.  The  same 
*'  causes  are  operating  with  us ;  and  highly 
*'  as  I  esteem  the  talents  of  the  Right  Hon. 
'*  Gent.  (Mr.  Fox),  even  he  could  da  nothing 
♦'  substantial  Jor  the  benefit  rf  the  pe<rfAe, 
"  were  he  minister  to^nortOWy  tvithout  «n 
"  entire  change  in  our  system  of  politics  ; 
*'  nor,  even  then,  unl^s  thereienjull  and 
*'  free  representation  of  the  pet^le  in  parlia- 
"  ment**  Perlwps,  my  lord,  that  this, 
which  vwas  said  in  support  of  your  motion, 
you  will  now  call  jfacobinism  j  but,  be  as- 
sured, that  every  honest  and  sensible  man  in 
the  country  will  say,  that  ©rents  have  fully 
proved  it  to  be  true, 

SLAVE  TRADfi. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Lctrd  Nelson  to  Mr. 

Simon  Taylor  of  Jamaica,  dated.  Victory 

off'  Martinico,  June  10,  1 805. 

Dear  Sir, 1  was  in   a  thousand 

fears  for  Jamaica  5  for  that  is  a  blow  which 
Buonapart6  would  be  happy  to  ^ive  us.  I 
had  no  hesitation  in  forming  my  judgment, 
and  I  flew  to  the  West  Indies  without  any 
orders  j  but,  I  thiiik  the  ministry  caimot  be 
displeased.  Information  at  Barbadoes  from 
St.  Lucia  told  us,  that  the  enemy *s  squadron 
had  sailed  with  5000  troops  on  the  28th  of 
May,  and  were  seen  standing  to  the  South- 
ward, therefore,  Tobago,  Trinidad,  or  Gre- 
nada was  supposed  their  object.  I  went  to 
these  islands,  but  now  find  the  whde  was  a 
fabricatiob,  for  the  enemy  did  not  leave  Fort 
Royal  till  the  night  of  the  5ih  of  June.  On 
the  6ih  they  wore  under  Dominicsl.  On 
the  7th  under  Guadaloupe  standing  to  the 
northward,  supposed  either  to  try  and  carry 
Antigua^t^^^ajj^o  escape  from  me. 
The  04|@H^Pli^(9f$^  ^^  ^^>  ^^^ 


returned  on  bearing  I  xrat  cTost  to  them. 
They  could  have  no  troops  that  ought  to» 
make  loy  Jamaica  friends  alarmed.  When 
I  am  salfisfied  they  are  on  tlieir  return,  after 
sending  some  of  the  Spanish  ships  to  the 
Havamiahr  I  tl^U  push  Bard  tP  get  off  tb(r 
Strerghfs  before  them^  and  kind  Frovidence 
may  some  happy  day  bless  my  endeavours  tc^ 
serve  the  empire,  of  which  the  West  India 
coloaiet  form  so  prominent  and  interesting  a 
part.  I  have  ever  been,  and  shaH  die  a  firn> 
friend  to  our  colonial  system.  I  was  bred  as 
you  know  in  the  good  0I4  school,  and  taught 
to  appreciate  the  value  of  our  West  India 
possessions,  and  neither  in  the  fleld  nor  in 
the  senate,  shall  their  interest  be  infringed 
while  I  have  an  arm  to  flght  in  their  defence 
or  a  tongue  ta  launch  my  voice  against  the 
,  damnable  and  cursed  doctrine  of  '^  *  *  *  * 
and  bis  hypecritrcai  allies,  and  I  hope  my 
birth  in  heaven  will  be  as  exalted  as  his, 
who  would  certainly  cause  the  murder  of  all 
owr  friends  and  fellow  subjects  in  the  colo- 
nies ^  however,  1  did  iiot  intend  to  go  so  far; 
but  the  sentiments  are  full  in  my  heart,  and 
the  pen  would  write  them. — I  shall  as  soon 
as  I  have  dt^e  with  this  fleet  go  10  England 
for  a  few  months,  and  if  you  have  time  apd 
ificlmation,  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you ; 
Arc  ar«  near  thirty  years  acquainted,  and  I 

am  as  ever,  &c^*-~ (Signed) Nslsov 

aKd  Brontb. 

13th  of  June  off  Antigua.  The  com- 
bined squadrons  passed  here  on  the  8tb,  ^nd 
I  am  after  them.  Jamaica  is  safe,  on  whicli 
.  1  congratulate  yon  most  sincerely. 

ORDNANCB   OFFICE. 

Sir,— —A  proposal,  revolting  to  the  feel- 
ingjr  and  judgment  of  a  large  and  estimable 
portion  of  the  military  force  of  the  Country, 
having  appeared  in  your  last  Register,  under 
the  signature,  Pliilo-Register,  dated  8lh  ICb- 
i-eraber  last,  I  rely  on  your  candour  for  the 
admission  of  a  few  remarks  on  it.      The 
writer  aHuded  to,  evidently  sensible  of  the 
obnoxious  tendency  of  his,  intentions,  as- 
sumes the  diM;uise  of  an  old  woman,  inte- 
rested in  the  fate  of  the  funds,  and  afleclJDr 
anxiety  for  your  advice  to  avert  apprehended 
ruin  by  their  failure.    Instead,  however,  of 
waiting  for  the  guidance  solicited,  this  saga- 
cious writer  offers  a  remedy  for  all  the  em- 
barrassments of  our  flnancial  system,  in  aid  , 
of  the  economy  recommended  by  yoiv :   and 
expecting  (like  an  ostrich  covering  its  eyes  io 
escape  being  seen)  that  the  borrowed  petti- 
coat of  the  old  wottian  will  hide  the  jack- 
boots of  the  horse  guards,  seriously  suggests 
that  great  sa-ving  of  expenoe  and  much  gene* 
ral  iiBprov^meat  would  beel%)eted,  by  traon^ 
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ienktg  the  tulhontf  of  the  Master  (Seneral 
4Uk1  Board  of  Ordhance  to  the  direction  of 
thfe  Commander-in-Chief.  The  fiction  of 
the  writeY's  being  a  flind-holder  is  by  no 
foeans  ill  imagined ;  neither  is  th&  garb  of 
concealment  adopts  on  this  occasion  injo- 
diciously  chosen,  or  inappropriate  to  tbe  il- 
lustrious Fie]d-Mi3r«hal,  whose  patronage  is 
eiKieftro^red  to  be  increased.  Communion 
of  interests  and  passions  between  the  para- 
sites of  the  horse-gnards,  and  the  flind-deal- 
crs  of  Lloyd^s  is  perfectly  natural  ^  and  if 
-ever  their  mutual  favourite  shall  attain  the 
<ie$rred  extension  of  his  power,  it,  will  as- 
suredly be  by  theit  ufiited  efforts.  Bat,  dark 
ss  are  our  political  prospects  in  other  re- 
•spects,  sech  achainge  is  no  longer  wilh*n  the 
range  of  probability.  The  <mpty  and  greedy 
ambition  of  Clerk-Colonels  or  C^onel- 
Cl^kt,  mlay  prompt  them  to  abortive  at- 
tempts to  advanoe  the  power  and  popularity 
'of  their  Chief;  and  an  agent,  unsatisfied 
vith  the  share  of  the  ordnance  agency  which 
he  is  allowed  to  retain,  may  strive  by  similar 
fmny  essays  to  be  restored  to  the  whole. — . 
Btit  th^  will  labour  in  vain.  Their  strength 
18  unequal  to  the  heaping  Pelion  on  Ossa. 
Never  wiU  they  see  the  Diike  of  Vot^  at  the 
liead  of  the  ordnance.  To  retain  his  pte- 
«ent  station,  gradually  ciHcumscribed  in  au- 
thority, 4s  the  utmost  expectation  he  cam 
now  rationally  fonn.  A  soccessfol  invrfrion 
«f  rh^  tfanqnH  provincesof  the  ordnance  de- 
pwtnaent,  rqgujated  by  wise  i^titutions,  and 
iwj)py  under  the  paternal  government  of  ah' 
amiable  aiVd  enlightened  nobleman,  a  gene- 
rvil  bf  iong '^ad  ^lant  service,  is  -no  longer 
practicable. — Coopei^tion  for  such  a  purpose 
caniiot  be  supposed  from  any  mah-ofbohe^ty 
4ind  ability  in  tHe  cbuntlry.  That  the  attempt 
should  first  appear  in  your  piiper,  Mr.  Cob- 
^t,  wooid  etcite  surprise,  tf  your  rnl par- 
tiality, and  encourai^ement  to  fair  and  free 
discQSlfton,  wer&  not  as  conspicuous  as  your 
|Kibtic4pirk.  Bat  I  cannot  for  a  momen'tf 
^eplartatn  the  idea  that  you-  wi41  b^old  wijth 
«6^0erence  an  attem{it  to  extend  the  sway* 
of  theDaka^  York  to  the  most  ^aluabkl 
pa'rt6f  our  militai^  foi«e^  which  hitherto, 
tinder  a  Master  General,  has  been  handed 
idowh  to  us  >6r6n4  our  ^ncestort,  high  in  cha- 
■ractcir  and  unri^led  in  prb^essicMial  skill; 
To  secure  your  aid  against  sucii  an  attempt^ 
I  am  convinced  nothing  more  is'reqUisitd 
4han  t6  predfiftt'  it  to  your  notice.  I  sliall 
tiow,  therefore,  reviert  to  thle  sballdw  pre- 
tences alleged  ibr  the  proposed  alleraUon! 
The  sujierior  accommodaliolis'  of  the  eogi- 
ueei-g  an'd  artillery,  and  their  staff  ap^irit- 

sientSy  are  the  only  g^6urids  assigiied 1 

aowir  that—Tthfe  arWlery  barxackt  arrbeftcr 
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than  those  of  the  line^  only  because  (like  the 
barracks  of  tlto  marines^  which  are  equally 
comfortaUe  for  the  fame  i^eason)  they  are 
inalienabla  depots,  aHways  occupied  by  the 
t3Lvnt  tx>rps.  Besides,  however  desirable  it 
nxlght  be  to  render  aU  barracks  equally  com«* 
modkms  (which  would  be  the  only  rational 
object)  yet,  what  .seems  to  be  this  wiseacre*f 
jjlati,  the  reducing  tlicm  to  the  same  stand- 
ard of  misery,  would  not  be  effected  by  pla-  * 
-<5}ng  the  ordnance  under  the  controul  of  tiie^ 
Commander-in-Chief,  while  the  services  of 
the  line  and  artillery  ^ould  remain  distinct. 
The  pseudo  Philo- Register's  other  objectiori 
is  as  palpably  unfotmded.  On  this  head  I 
reply  to  him  that — if  the  staff,  in  the  ap« 
pointments  on  which  the  engineers  and  ar* 
tillery  now  participate  in  some  small  propor- 
tiott,  be  too  extensive  (which  I  readily  ad- 
mit it  is)  the  whole  blame,  for  such  a  wan- 
ton waste  of  the  public  treasure,  beloqgs  ex-» 
dnsiv^ly  to  the  Commander  in-Chfef,  who 
alone  is  allowed  to  influence  its  extent.  That 
general  officers  of  the  engineers  and  artillery 
should  be  precktded  from  appotntnoents  on 
the  stair,  cannot,  aurely,  be  rationaUy  con- 
tended &T.  But,  without  insisting  oa  Aieir 
equal  claims,  it  will  be  suflficient  to  observe, 
that  if  a  certain  number  of  general  ofiiCera 
are  to  have  fltaff  fpay,  no  saving  c£  ^expence 
would  be  obtained  by  the  uajutit^exclusioo' 
of  ah}'  paiticular  corps  from  furnishing  it^ 
proportion.  Having  thus  shewn  thattio  ad- 
vantage woul4  attend  the  trans&r  of  power 
recommended,  I  do  not  consider  it  incum**-^ 
bent  on  me  to  illustrate,  at  much  length,  the 
dai^er  and  absurdity  of  a  change ;  by  whic|| 
the  security  to  the  public  money  resuliing 
from  the  established  checks  of  a  wisely  con- 
stituted regular  board  would  be  wildly  re- 
linquished for  the  mauagendent  of  an  irre^ 
sponsible  individual.  I  j^iaU,  therefore,  con- 
tent myself  with  submitting. two  qaestionS| 
on  which  the  public  are  fully  qualiiiejl  to  de- 
cide by  the  intei'esting"  reports  o/  the  Coni^ 
missTonors  of  J^ii^tary  Inquirjr— ^-Ist.  Caii 
the  impolicy  of  unrestricted  confiilence  in  ad 
Individual  be  raorie  strongly  exemplifie(| 
than  in  Aietiase  of  Gteneral  i)elaricey?— 2(1. 
IsHtnot  evident  that  all  the  frauds  and  im- 
provident bargains  recently  detected  in  tiio 
barrack  department,  would  have  been  pre- 
vented, if  the  superintendence  thereof  ha4 
remained  under  the  Board  of  Otdnance  in** 
sfead  of  being  entrusted  to  an  individuaL— - 
It  is  unnecessary  to  my  present  purpose  to 
press  these  topics  farther.  Vour  correspon- 
dent's Aficextion  too,  thai  *'  the  Master  Ge- 
***  *neral  of  tne  Ordnance  ought  not  to  be  t 
*^  cabinet  minister,"  being  unsupported  by 
afgUmeht^  and^  evld^btly  aUat^  mij^t  bi^    , 
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dismissed  with  contempt.  Bntthe  position  j  be  exhibiting  the  beauty  of  colotirs  cndprOf': 
ought  to  attract  atteutloii  at  this  conjuact«r<;,  |  poi  tion  to  the  blind,  and  throwing  away  the 
becniHe  there  is  some  danger  lest  the  total  .  charms  of  music  upon  thedead.  No;  thftnks" 
indifteronce  of  the  public  towards  ihe^  pre-.  |  be  to  the  *  learned  languages,'  iheir  cause  re- 
sent Secretary  at  War.  might  generate  a  bi-  j  quires  not  ihe.^i^v^a-c  of  anch  advocaies  us 
milar  apathy  on  a  point  ot  much  const  itu-.  i  eaher.you  or;n>yh«fli;  ,*'.Tlie  sound  hath^ 
tional  imporiaace  ;.  viz.  the  exclusion  from  i  gone  Icrih  throvighoM*  Ui^  earth."  and  I  am. 
tlie  cabinet  of  a  milliliter,  who  is  the  sOic  ,  eniihied  by  tl3e.V^i(^^ientu)f  a  mere,  simplo 
check-officer 'Over  the  piy  of  the  army,  j  fact,  to  convineojeiu?jMou,  Sir,  of  your  ab-i 
amounting  to  fonrteen  miirjon3  a  year.  I,  |  surdily,  (jnd  of  your  audacions  and  i^nexam-. 
therefore,  assert  and  undertake  to  prove,  in  j  pkd  efiVontery.,  Answer  me  this  question, 
contradiction  to  this  dangerous  doctrine  that  Sir!  Towhomihas  **  learning,  properiy  so. 
it  isesseniial  to  the  proper  conduvt  of  the  !  called,  which  consists  .in  the  pos^ission  og 
atfairs  of  thest.ite,  and  to  the  character  of  j  knowledge,  and  in  the  capacity  ofromnnmi- 
the  administration  (if  it  value  character), that,  i  eating-  ii  to  others,  "been  principslly  and  aJ 
every  member  of  the  ministry,  who  is  Iiead.  most  excljsirely  indeUted  ?  (Of  course  tlw 


of  a  department,  entrusted  with  large  sums 
of  the  public  treasure,  ought  also  to  be  a 
metnberof  the  cabinet,  in  .which  measures, 
and  expenditures  are  ttiscussed  — I  must  nor, 
however,  eticroach  fiu-.her  at  present  on 
your  valuable  Register.— Mills. — London^ 
Jan.  2^,  IbOJ. 


y  mdeUted  ?  (Of  course  i\\& 
proposed  inquiry  apphts  chtedy  tothe  pre* 
sent  siiiie  of  iecunjivg  in  this  country,  and  to 
ils  vi'^i3'J"t'ss  .since  tt^c- revival  of,  what  is 
ijsuaily  called,  Lctlois.)\  Sir,  I  much  doubt, 
whether  you  can  aasvver  :tht6  question  to  me, 
as  a  man,  for  I,  str4*ih,iy.  wispect,  that  tte 
works  andliistory;^o^;viio*e  iUustrious  charac^ 
ters,  to  whom. l^aynitti,  are,:. *0r  the  most 
LEARNPP  LAN'GUAGzs."  part,  tmknqwn  to  y*^.     1  \viai,'Jberotore,; 

^o.  5,  •  .     W^'it'»  answer  the^uestlpii  for  yow.  in  part  T" 

«  Learning,  truly  so  called,  consists  in  the  po«scs-  I  will  tell  yoUy  who  hav<?  been!  the  great 
sion  ot  krow  edge  and  jn  the  capacity  of  com-  .  friends  and  suppojters  of  learning,  proSerlr 
manjtatingthar<knowlcd2;e  to  others  ;  and,  as  for  c,.  ^^U^\  "  .1  l  ^'  '^*'"*"b>  P'Wjwrjy 
as  my  obKeaation  will  enable  me  to  speak,  what  ^"  ^^H^^^'  as-liiey  have  distingu»iibed  them-r 
«  tire  called  the /ftfrwct/languae^ts.  operate  as  a  bai"'  ^  t'"*'"  3l°lost  evary  ^epartn>ent'  of  learn-: 
**  to  ihe  acquirem  nt  of  rcallearning  I  already  '  big  and  science.  Pjacon,  Milton,  Locke 
V  hear  some  p^dji^ogue,  or  pedant,  exclaim,  •  this  [  lloyle,  Newton,  S,wi^V,  Pope,  and  .Addison'- 
"  .s  precisely  the  rcaioninR  of  the  Fox  without  a  '  hwe  bv  th^Ir  l*>«rT.;««.  K^^  •  ,  „  ."» 
«*  u\h  But,  to  h.in^  this  matter  to  the  t«et.  I  .  ^^'^^^'  ^^  Mieir iearmng.  been  prindpally  m- 
*^  hereby  invrre  the  leernied  ^'entlemcn  rA  the  two  I  siruniental  in  en ]argn>g  the  spliere  of  know- 
**  Univ'er4Jtie  to  a  dhjcussion  apon  the  Kivhject.  I  *.^^^o^»  ^*^d  in  conirihuiing,  moreover,  by 
f'  assert  that  what  they  fall  the  learned  \^n^M;^^i•^  their  works,  to  the  civilization  and  happiness 
-  are  impropeay  so  called ;  and  that,  as  apart  of     of  mankipd.  ,  Thi^  catalogue  will  hereafter 

"  geneial  education,  they  a»e  worse  than  usc'ess."—    ,    h,»  rnrlrhArl  ,.  ;.K  f  1  «    J         v  iiu.  iiiricaiiin 

Pol.  RtiGisTKR,  Vol  XI.  p.  30.  '         ^  be  cnricbed  with  the  names  of.  other  most 

c,„ _T„  ,  , ,_,  .    . .  .    •  !  esumable  and  distinguished  characters  of  tte 

Sir.— Innddre^smgtoyouafewcom.  j  same  school.  Chatham,  Burke  Fox  Palev 
m.ntsupon  th,s  assertton  of  yot.rs,  excuse  !  Tnestley.  Home  Took,  and  the  late  amiaW^ 
me  ,f,  mcomnl.ment  to  your  own  style  of  ^nd  truly  learned  Beat  tie,  together  with,  a^ 
wnttn^,  I  should  make  use  of  some  harsh  j  most  i.t variably,  flie  briuhtelt  ornainems  of 
^.^l^T^^Tr'^^'f  ^""^l  T'^'"  the  modern  bar,  and  tl^  mosveSten^ 
TSfnn!^  ^  f  '^•''^  ^T^     ^'^'^itaries  of  tlie  church,  are  among  thosc^ 

granted  to  n.  I  n.y,  perhaps  tn  the  h.st  ,  ^vhom  trt^e  knowledge  is  uiKler  the  gre^rt 
place  be  just.hed  in  decl...  m^,  that  U  ,s  im^  i  obligations.  Can  you  suppose,  Mr.  oE, 
noss.bletosay  whttner  t|e  above  passage  :  tlv.t  your  own  p^thumous  fame,  for  in^ 
fee  more  remarkable  tor  the  ignon.nce^  or  ^  st^anc«,  v.  ill  ever  U.ar,  for  4  moment,  to  ba 
r.^rthemsolence  wh.chitbei-ays,  The  air  put  in  cotnpetitirn.  with  that  of  the  above 
cf  arrogance,  and  the  dogtnatical  tone  which  \  pamed  acaJiupli.shed  and  learned^^ola^sf 
jouluve  assumed  m  laying  down  your  pus.,  i  And  whence  did  the.sc  men  gnthor  tL^ 
J.ori  exceedsanythmgwhichlevermetwuh  ;  knowledge,  , and  acquire  such%ndoubted 
in  the  most  determined  pedant,  or  ihteraie  ;  daims.to  superior  wisdom  ^nd  virtue  ?  Did 
coxcomb.-Of  you,  Mr  Cobbett,  u  ,s  parti-  |- the  history  of  their  own  country  only,  and 
cularly  unworthy,  who  have  .n  many  ocoa-  j  their  own  mo  her  topgue,  suppjy^hem  whh 
sions  d^.played  3^urprctet)sionstothecha.  those  .stores  of  erttditL/andSdU^teT by 
racterot  a  sensible  HKUi^  lo  cotidescend  fo  |  ^hich  their  minds  ^ycre  so grlTlvenriche5 
^rau.  the  qtiestion  which  you  have  propc.s..d  '  and  improved  ?  Did  the  GoU^s  and  Vandal.; 
or  d.sct.ss,on  in  de  ad,  won  Id  be  ^  wc,rse  ;  and  Ai.glo-Saxons,  transmit  to  ttanihe 
thatiu.eies,,  it  would liemnkfuJ^^^^^  ^  knowJed^cj   of  ihC  ingc^uotis    mu;  ml 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


BOl  ]  ..  FEBRUARY  2 J ,  1 80? 

those  {r^nstires  of  natural,  moral,  and  poli-   i 
tical  philosophy,  which  their  Jaboars  have  so 
ebundantly  dispensed   to   lis  ?  Or   did  iJiey 
derive    tjieir  wisJoni  at  second  hand  only  ? 
through  theweak^ncdiumof  Fngli-I.  in-nsla- 
tipDS  from  the  works  of  the  ie:inK*d  Grteks 
andRoroans?  No!  no!  Sir;  these  great  s(  ho. 
brs  digged   and  delved  for  the  precions  ore 
kself  in  the  very  mines   of  ancient  Greece 
and   RoiTie.     llieir  labours   became    more 
ami  more  animated  and   persevering,  from 
the  idea  of  hearing  those  ilhi:7trious  philoso- 
phers of  antiquity  speak  for  themselves  j  and 
i'rotti   the  hope  of  being  able,   in  some  d.-- 
gree,   to   hold  converbC  with   then   in  t!ie 
saoae  hinguage.     Their  honourable  ardour 
could  not  rest,  till  they  were  put  in  posses - 
ttOQ  of  the  true  riches.     In  order  to  think  as 
they  thought,  they  tound  it  necessary  to  be 
aWe  to  spe-ak  as  they  spake.- — Ol  the  insipi- 
dity and   inadequacy   of    trnn^lations;  you, 
yoorself.  may  ha^^e  some  tolerable  concep- 
tion.    You  would  not  thihk,  that  a  good  ar- 
ticle of  your  own  in   the  Political  Register 
(si  magnis  liceat  compontre  parvaj    could 
have  justice  done  to  it   by  a  translation  into 
any  language  upon  earth.  (And  yet,  perhaps, 
ibit  would  be  the  best  touchstone  on  which 
to  try  its  real  merit.)     Nor  would  you  be 
danrous,  that  your  spirit  and  talents,  as  a 
political  writer,  should  be   measured  by  the 
awkward  and  puny  standard  of  a  translation. 
Is  not  tb«  same  reasoning  applicable,  in  nn 
intinnely  higher  degree,  to  translations  ffum 
the  learned  "Greek  and  Roman  ar.lhors  ?  Are 
(he  sentiments  and  genius  of  Homier,  Xeuo- 
phon,    Thucidydes,    Demosthenes,    .Plato, 
Aiistotle,  and  of  those  deeply  learned  Gratco- 
Romans,   Cicero    and    Horace,    Virgil'  and 
Qnintilian,   to  be  st ad isd  to  advantage  in  a 
[bnguAge  not  their  own?  In  order  to  feel,  to 
caicb,  and  to  communicate  the  true  taste  and 
Spbilosophical  genius  of  Cicero,  you    must 
read    Cicero.     iSo  thought  Locke,  when  in 
enforcing   the  opinion  of  La   Bruyere,  he 
lays :   **  The  sudy  of  the  original   text  can 
aever  be  sufHciently  recommended.     It  is 
;he  shortest,  surest,  anci  rao^t  agreeable  way 
v  'M  sorts  of    learning.     Draw  from  the 
pring  head,  and  take  not  things  at  second 
*md.     Let  the  writings  of  the  great  masters 
e  never    laid    a.>ide  j    dwell  upon   tliem, 
^ttle  them  in  your  minJ^  and  cite  them 
^u  occasion." 

•Nocturni  versate  raanu,  vcnats  diurni.* 
And  now.  Sir,  will  not  the  above  short  al- 
iion  to  the  names  and  acquirements  of  our 
^^estmen'and  philosophers,  or,  in  other 
^ds,  of  those  who  '^'  as  far  as  we  know 
«l  can  jv^dge>  possessed  tJ^e  grt.atest  degree 
•knowledge,  and  had  the  capacity  of  com- 
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munlcatmg  it  to  oiIkts,"  cpmpletely  ansvver 
and  refuie  your  .rude  <lenurciaticn  against 
tiie  utility  of  tlui  '  learned  languat^c.-,  1'  Is 
not  this  argument,  as  founded  on  facts,  in- 
disputable ?  For  observe  the  dileniraa  intjj 
which  a  rejection  of  this  argument  would 
place  you  You  wouM  have  to  prove,  that  a 
large  majority  of  our  countrymen,  who  are 
now  ignoraiu  of  what  arc  caLed  the  *'  lea  ru- 
ed languagis,"  do,  in  fiict,  possess  an  equii^, 
or  greater  degree  of  knowledge,  than  the 
'  learned  genilemei\'  who  have  been  edu- 
cated at  our  two  Universities,  but  that  un- 
happily, hitherto,  they  Imve  not  had  the  de- 
sire, or  capacity,  to  communicate  it  lo 
others."  '  De  non  opparentibus  quasi  de 
non  exisUntibu^,  eadatn  est  ralio,'  gays  the 
proverb.  And  strange  indeed  it  is,  that  not 
one  truly  learned,  tho'^h  originally,  poor 
man,  iii  ten  thousand,  appears  among  us, 
who  has  not  been  indebted  to  the  study  of 
the  '  learned  languages/  for  tlie  expansion 
and  improvement  of  his  miad,  lor  his  know- 
.ledge,  and,  in  uiany  instances,  for  his  virtuesj 
while  the  million,  whose  time  and  talents 
are  unfettered  by  the  trammels  and  flbsa«U- 
ties  of  Greek  and  Latin  syntax,  remain,  ge- 
nerally speaking,,  in  the  back  grouud;  una- 
ble, in  the  smallest  degree,  to  cope  wilji 
their  classical  friends  (for  I  >yill  not  call  them 
their  adversaries)  in  the  improvement  of, 
and  communication  of,  those  arts  and  scien- 
ces, which  most  embellish  and  dignify  h  u 
man  nature.  Let  it  also  be  remarked,  th^t 
the  great  majority,  even,  of  our  fiui  rato 
mathematicians  and  natural  philo'-opbers* 
such  as  Newton,  Locke,  Boyle,  ike.  (the 
promoters  of  sciences  not  so  immediately 
connected  with  an  acquaintance  with  the 
*  learned  languages')  has  been  composed  of 
great  scholars,  properly  so  called.  Yet  it 
would  be  possible  to  mention  the  names  of 
so)nc  excellent  and  first  rate  mathematiciaiw 
and  meclianics,  both  ancient  nnd  modern, 
who  have  made  little,  or  no  progress  in  G.o- 
cian  and  Roman  Hierati\re  ;  not  from  want 
of  in(  lination  to  do  so,  but,  from  want  of 
opportunity  to  proiecute  sucli  studies;  for 
they  gratefully  acknowledge  their  etern:tl 
obligations  to  the  conservators  and  transla- 
tors of  the  works  of  Euclid,  and  wiU  ever 
revere  the  memory  and  talents  of  an  Archi- 
medes, EudoxuS,  and  Archyias  But  th« 
fewness  of  their  luimbers,  comparati\ely 
sixraking,  adds  strength  to  my  aip^iment- 
inasmuch  a^  it  affords  ^  farther  prof, 
that  the  study  of  tho  learned  hnx^uagis, 
in-^tead  of  operating,  as  you  assert,  as  '  a  bar* 
to  the  acquiremenfof  real  liariiing,.  is,  in 
every  branch  of  it,  oif  the  coniiary,  as  s:uis- 
faclor/  as  i\  i^*  desirable.     I   leave  you  to 
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make  th?  best  of  tjiis  actual  T^ult.  I  will 
just  mentioa  one  other  argument,  as  i^  re- 
ganls  the  ability  wbiqh  attends  the  studying 
of  the  *  learned  languages')  and  that  is, 
that  the  attainment  of  the  rudiments  of 
those  languages  has  a  peculiar  tendency  to 
quicken  the  powers  of  observation,  to  excite, 
and  to  form,  accurate  perceptions  of  things: 
and  to  induce  habits  of  close  investigation. 
It,  moreover,  wonderfully  assists  in  the 
improvement  of  the  faculty  of  the  memory, 
renderipg  it  technically  and  most  extensively 
useful  'j  and  it  is  worthy  also  of  observation, 
that  this  advantage  and  improvement  q£  Jthe 
mind  is  usually  accjuired  at  ^n  age  when  the 
youth  of  the  lower  classes  of  the  community 
(who  have  thi^  avenue  to  science,  thrown 
ppen  tp  them,  by  the  munificence  and  li- 
berality of  those  excellent  persons,  who, 
after  the  example  of  our  immortal  King- 
Alfred,  have  been  the  founders  of  fi^,  grand- 
paar  schools)  coul4  add  lUtle  to  the  pubpc 
stock  of  industry  by  their  personal  labour  5 
and  when  it  would  be  difficult  to  say,  what 
study  more' generally^  use/ul  could  be  adopt- 
ed, to  employ  the  time,  to  fix  the  attention, 
ahd  stteiTf^hen  the  ifacuUies'of  youtli,  at 
that  particular  pge,  previously  to  tlieir  cn- 
jgaging  w  iih  success  in  any  other  liberal  ' 
puij^RuiT  of  dccupation,  to  which  their  various 
circumstances  Qr  condition  in  life,  or  Inclr- 
rairori  mi^ht  ledd  then!.'  The  mistake,  into 
'(vhich  your  arrogance  has  led  you,  is,  that:, 
like  many  others,  you  would  argqe  agafnsit 
the  use  of  a  thing,  in  consequence  df  its 
'^buse.  An  error  into  which  nothing  but 
the  odious  spirit  of  detraction,  and  the  ovei^- 
Rowings  of  ignorance  and  coriceit,  could 
have  betrayed  you  on  the  present  occasion. 
As  jusily,*^nd  almost  as  gratefully,  might  yon 
Have  considered  the  art  of  printing,  and  the 
liberty  of*  the  prfess  (from  whence,  as  from  an 
**  ahita  mater^  yon  have  derived  what  little 
light,  and  information,  and' consequence  you 
have)  to  be,  like  the  le?irned  languages,  *  a 
^lar  to,'  qr  inimical  to,  the  best  interests  of 
mankind,  t)ecause  of  tl^e  abuse  io  which 
■^hey  are  diiily  subjected  by  the  folly,  the 
malignity,  and  scjfi^h  designs  of  those  who 
jiave  r'ecpMTSe  to  them.  For  >vant  of'i  criti- 
cal knowledge  of  the  '  learned  languages,* 
yoi;  have,  yourself,  ^een  unable  to  di^oVer, 
'*  that  it  is  nothinig  but  men's  laziness  which 
lath'  encobrnged  pedantry  to  cram,  rather 
than"  to  enrich,  librqrii^s,  and  to  ^\i)ry  good 
^uthors  upder  heaps  of  notes  and  commen- 
taries." (Lockd  from  La  Bruycre.) — I  will 
pnly  notice  one  other  particular,  which  in 
%he  nride  ^d  ^aggishnes^  of  your  heart, 

Jrou  h&Vc  introduced  into  your  notable  anJ 
)3decei]t  challenge.    *  J  fllreadjr  hear/*  sjy 


you, '  son^e  pedagop^  or  p^^aot  wiwm : 
this  IS  precisely  the  reasoning  of  tj^  Foit 
without  a  taiir  What!  would  you  m^kis 
the  pedant  more  stupid  than  he  really  19  > 
Who,  that  had  not  his  conceptions  oWual 
cated  by  the  fumea  of  hi?  owJi  ipsol^iKft 
would  compare  you,  under  the  pjnescnt  smL 
position  of  a  want  of  learkmg.  to  t^e  fS 
whicA  had  lost  ks  taU?  For  tha^,  1  feinry 
is  the  fable  to  which  you  allude,  wh^  you 
talk  of  the  fox  tuithout  a  /od.— Sir,  (be 
absolutely,  thoroug}i-hre<J,  Bo-tajl'd  f&tti% 
have  been  extinct  io  our  co^tiy,  I  befeive, 
for  many  generations  p^jst.  1  have  bew 
after  those  animals,  m^  and  W  th^ie 
m^ny  years,  and  yet  you  are  the  first  &» 
creature  of  the  kind  that  baa  pre^med 
Itself  to  me.  Now  I  hav^  gottefi  ho\d  of 
you  by  the  stump,  methinks,  itwoiOdbea 
good  thin^  to  pot  you  into  a  bag,  a»4tp 
turn  you  out,  or^  some  fine  morxvug,  bcfooi 
^""TT^f  ^"'  P^?^-  *^I^p4  upon  it,  v^ 
would  ratUeypux  old  stiff  rupy^.v^Sl  for  you. 
But  g9o4  S^r,  ypijineverMataUtQ^e. 
(that  is,  you  were  Aever  in  po^swioo  «f  the  ^ 

l^n^'l  ftf^^'^  ^  ergo,youa.teiH>tciri«im- 
stanccd  like  the  ton  to  which  youcompw 
yourself  m  the  f^bfe.  >yha  had-  forfdtj^ 
tail  (as^manjr  of  his  bettenj  iv^ve  doo^  thdr 
heads)  for  his  vilify.  For  i;  was  i«  w^ 
quencc  of  the  los3i  oj  his  taif^  that  fi|^.&x 
m  the  table  was  ehable<^  so  ingciiioM*iy  H> 
plead  the  want  of  i^,  as  an  adyant^g^,  to  hli 
compatriots.  Tnere  would  have  bew.  roncM 
more  sense  in  comparing  yourself  tq,  thQ  fox^ 
who  was  unable  to  reach  the  grflpeft.  B«t 
there  is  another  fable,  now  I  think  of  iL 
which,  if  possible,  is  still,  more  applicahfe  to 
yourself.  It  is  prettily  toW.  in  the  Jtatin 
language— allow  rae  tq  transcribe  it  fa:  yoar 
edilipation,  and  permif  me,  at  the-  saxftt 
time,  to  subjoin  an  attempt  at  doiug  it  int^ 
Engji^h,  tha^  you  may  thoroMghly  iwde^sstml 

u. 

Mulqs, 
Lascivientcm  plapmo  hordeo  mulqiii 
C^uondum  hac  s^perfca  cogitatio  »ncessit : 
Efeo  pulchcr  inquit ;  ego  celcrrimus  cursc>r4 
Pawcm  habqi  cgiinm,  qui  auratahsDna  mandcbat* 
H«eilc.  3ed  raox,  incidence  currendi   ^^ 
Ntcrsstmdine,  impeduus,  atquc  hgexem. 
Ad  piini4  caiT^pi  spaiia  restitit  lassies  ^ 
Asipic|uc  patr^s  Q»t  s^tirn  rccordfitus. 

An alc'drmking wi§hr,  ft^ll  of  hiccough,  andpla^ 
Tbua  said  10  himH-lf,  as  he  scrib|M.'<<  afrjyrj  ' 

"  Whoso  cJever  as  1  ?  sug^  a  shoW,  und  wag  > 
««  My  father  a  -^r-  —  wtio  chewed  ihc  bestsh^'' 
Scan:«lyout  \ycrt  the  words,  whcni*\  hiitbeh'' 

hard-by,  '^ 

A  Lajin  qi^ptation  «t|r|,cie4^is-cye; 
Bdf^rd,  ftungtii^.  ^da  bTui^d'ri|\g,  m  vaiq-  o^ 
'     the  page,  .     '      '-' 
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YttBfi^uA*49  and  confoi^ndcd,  at  what  caaoe  to 

pasf. 
He  then  was  reminded — he  was  but  an  ois  / 

How  easy,  but  how  detestable  a  tking 
it  19,  Mi.  Cpbb<ctt,  to  be  scurrilous !    Since 
Jtbe  p^sisage^    quoted    from  your  Register^ 
which  has  occasioned  this  long  letter,  19  no 
les^  tl^u  a  foriD^  challenge  from  you  *o  the 
friejic}?  an4  patroos  of  the  '  l«arned  langua- 
ges* 4od  cqnsequiiutly  (as  has  been  proved) 
IS  an  attacl^  upon  learning  itself,    I  am^ 
therefore,    far  from  presuming  to    think, 
that  you  might  not  receive  a  much  abler 
gAswer  than  minje,  ^hich  I  coromunicate^  to 
jrou  under  the  signature  ot^  *  Anaoharsia,'  in 
^U^u^on  to  the  name  of  an  ancient  adnsirer 
and  patron  of  Greciaalitefature  and  sti^nce. 
Whose  fame,  however  honorably  recorded 
9fi  a  scholar,    must,   neverth^ess,  for  the 
present,  *  vail'  tp  your  modern  re{)Qtation  as 
1^  libeller.    The  best  aoswer  to  your  chal- 
lenge, ,as  to  m^ny  others,  I  ap;^  persuaded, 
wocdd  b^,  to  take  no  notice  of  it  at  all :  s^d 
|^'ibly>  if  I  W7  i^isque  an  Irishism,  that 
^ill  b^  the  notice  taken  of  it  by  t^ic  truly 
l^i^ea.    The  discussion  whi(;h  7011  would 
pfoyoke  is  noy/  quit^  out  of  date.    To  placQ 
th^  l^^rel* crown  now>  for  tb/^  first  time,  on 
tbi^  brows  9f  the  an^^lent  learned  Grec^ks  and 
J^pt^s,,  01;  their  disciple^,   would  be  ten 
tip^es,  more  q&uous.  and  ridiculons,  than  to 
present  now,  foe  the  first  time,  the  diadem ' 
of  France  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon.    Un- 
happily, for  the  world,  the  Ehnperor  Na- 
ppleoi^  like  youj^seif,  and  Thomas  Paine, 
IS  defective  in  poi^t  of  education.     He  is 
ngt,  **  liter^s  imbalus  humanioribus/*    And 
tbiqQgh,  he  is  now  the  most  conspicuous  cha- 
racter in  Europe,  neither  his  head  noc  heart 
is  beooipe  susceptible  of  thpse*  just  sentLr 
m^ts,  whiflh  distinguish  th^e,  enlightened 
frieji;»ds    of    '  hum^ty    apd    the    belles 
fettres/ — ^The^^rroi;,  into,  which  you  have 
fallen,  has  indeed,  b^sen  anticipated,  and.  its 
dai>gefs    haye    beei>     clearly    ascertained. 
Kno;^,  wjien  writing/  on  the  Ii^aepceof 
Folitjcs  on  the  Sta^Q  of  Lit^ratur/^,,  has  made 
0n  observation  which  i«ay  be  ^plie4  to  you 
witKsjpgjiflar  force  and  propfiety^    "  The 
*'  npwppap^rs  ioffla  the  whole  Hbrary.  of  a. 
*'  PpUtipatt,  tbe,cofl^e-honse  is.bis  sohool^ 
^'  ai^d  he  prefbrs  thf  ^a^tte  and  an  aprimo-i 
^'  nioi^.paimpblpt^  fot^  or  a^nst  the  minis-. 
*'  try,    to  ajl  that  w^,  eyej:  writtep,  by  a 
f*  HQOJer^  oir  yisjcovered  bv  a  Newtgn,"-— 
^gaiqbp observes.:  '*  hewio would^dd  ajft 
f'  eiej^^  to  pc^itiqs,,  ^nd  distinguish  his, 
'^  cp^yersatjo^.o^.tjiei  sUil^ect,   froip;  th^ 
*f  voqifieration.of  Pprtare^  ii)  a^i.  ale-bpps(5jr 
f^,  8J^Quld,infiipect  the  ftnij?bed,pieces.  of  an 
•  i±  tj^uity^  di(/^\Gm^yW^Y^^^'^ 


r*  Learned  Lcmgmgeer  .  \?M 

**  counsels  in  the  light  in  which  they  ap« 
'*  peared  to  those  whom  the  world  has  loag 
*'  considered  as  some  of  the  best  and  poll- 
'^  test  teachers  of  political  wisdom.  » 
(Knox's  Essays,  vol.  3.  p.  124.)  Now  the 
presenation  of  the  various  knowledge,  ^nd 
learning,  and  wisdom,  of  ancient  Greece  and 
Rome  (to recur  to  the  former  argument)  haa 
entirely  depended  upon  the  cultivation  and 
preservation  of  the  respective  languages  of 
those  countries,  in  their  oriKinal  purity. 
And  let  it  be  obseived,  that  the  still  mor« 
lYiestimable  treasures  of  the  second  scriptures 
as  connected  with  the  history  and  doctrines 
of  the  Christian  religion,  have  owed  their 
existence  tq  ilie  sanoe  cause.  U  it  had  not 
been  fqr  the  successive  labours  and  perseve* 
ing  industry  of  scholars  in  studying  and  com- . 
municating  the  knowledge  of  those  lan- 
guages most  critically  and  grammatically, 
5ie  glorious  light,  which  we  have  novw 
so  much  reason  to  be  thanktul  for,  would 
probably  have,  been  for  ever  concealed 
from  us!*  Nor  shall  we  have  the  pow*er 
of  transmitting  this  ptnrest,  and  most  perfect, 
and  most  transcendent  revelation  of  tiuo 
wisdom  to  our  children,  as  an  authentic  do- 
cument, unimpaired,  unless  the  same  srudiea 
be  still  as  earnestly  inculcated*  and  as  sue- 

cessfiilly  pursued.— -Anacbahsis. M^ 

S.Fek.3,  I8O7. 


"  LtABNEOLANjGUAaES.'* 

No.  (5 
Sir,'*-'— The  Unqualified  attack,  in*  your 
number  of  the  lOth  ins^t>  on  what  are  g^ 
nerally  termed  the  Learned  Languages,  ha» 
induced  me  to  step  forward  in  their  defence; 
wjio  am  neither  the  immediate  subject  of 
your  challenge,  nor  a{  champion  worthy  of 
such  a  cause.  I  am  a  native  of  the  northern 
divisipn  of  this  island,  of  which  tho  inhabi- 
tants are  very  variously  represented  by  theia 
sou^iern  neig;hbours ;.  while  the  late  Lord 
Or^rd  characterises  them  as  <'  |he  most  acx 
"  compljshed  natapn  in  Europe,  the  nation 
*'  to  which  if  apycountry  is.  endowed  with 
^'  a  superior  portion  of  sense  he  should,  bo 
* '  I  ndined  to  gi  ve  the  preference  i  n  tha t  par:^ 
"  ticular,"  by  the  monks  of  Oxford  and 
Cambridge  (Mr  ^ibbon^s  expression),  they, 
axetreatdd  with  the  utmost  contempt.  Whea 
an  impartial  estimate  h9wever  ia.  formed, 
Scotland  will, be  found,  for  a  considerablft 
length  of  tiipe,  to  have  produced  men  whol 
hav^.  distinguished,  themselves  in  literature 
and  sc^enpe,  and  in  aaive  hfe,.in.  a,  greater^ 
number  proportiqnajly  than  any  other  partq^ 
the;  British domipions.  And  this  must  beia 
a  great. measure  owing  to  the  prevailing  eda-^ 
qiUoQ/  af,  w|iicl^,w)41f^'tbe  study  gf  the  a^*-. 
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tients* forms  a  part,  it  by  no  menus  cngro<ses 
the  whole  attention,  to  the  exclusion  of* other 
branches  of  knowledge  equnHy  necessary  to 
be  known,  birt  which  are  said  to  be  Hisre- 
gnrded  by  the  English  Fniversities. — While 
1  adinire  your  spirit,  Mr.  Cohbett,  I  cannot 
help  thinking,  that  your  ardour  and  impe- 
tuosity sometimes  lead  you  to  form  s\vcc))iiTg 
conchjsions,  which  on  a  calm  s'livey  you 
.  would  have  rejected.  Tliis  ardour  of  dispo- 
ftltion  no  rtian  however  will  bh^inc,  \\'\\c\\  lie 
consMers  l^ow  essential  a  reqiii'^ite  it  is  to 
bim  who  s'tands  forward  as  the  pc/liiiial  cen- 
sor of  the  age,  who,  were  he  to  w  aste  hJs 
time  in  weighing  circumsisnccs  with  ,ihe 
scrupulous  nicety  of  a  dialecilcian,  would 
frequently  allow  the  favourable  moment  of 

reproof  lo  pass  by  iiriappvopriated.' Had 

you  confined  your  strictures  to  the  .ibii«;e  of 
the  antienf  langui^es,  1   should  ha\e  hear- 
tily given  you  m)-^ assent;  it  is  the  wish  to 
degrade  them  frnnf  "a'llv  pVace  at  all  in  edu- 
cation that  ^ 
of  learning 
find  the  power  ^. --...... v.w^«....p 

Jedge.  And  'With*  respect'^io  the'-]j<*jv.cr  cf 
communicatiitg  krio^^ltd^e; "a  crrmmand  of 
words;  1  know  no  roet^ibd  ec]rral]y-^rt'(\icioi"is 
with  the  stiVdr  of  a-  fi]tfcreiit  l;»r:^'":M;;e  tfonl 
your  own.'  h  uhrrteidTirJy  iT\L*V^]^v•'fTt;cu- 
tioD  on  the  peculiarities  that  distiuguhs^h  t^:ch 
of  the  languages ;  and  tlie  Tmpoi  t  ^of  die 
ideas  received  tfom  a  foMgu  afitri'oi  -must  be 
a\vays  measured  by  corresp6iiding  ,expres- 
sion^i  n*  the  iHOther-totiv^ue.^  At'fhe  nje 
muaily  de^'oted  to  this  exercise  tl»e^rntnr>?. 
<s  almost  the  only  facuhvtftirt'fs  ■pr)sV'rted 
in  any  degree  of  perfection ;  ftntl  T>v  no  oiheV 
means  could  this  facuUy  be  rehdne-.i  nurd 
subsrrA'ient'to  gener**nmprm*emenf .  •  ()ih^r 
acquirements  requiHng  a  like  dcj^ree  of  t?n- 


'  mem  irnm  nny  prdtc  in  iiii  in  cuu- 
hat  1  disaA")fovbof  — ^Vour  definition 
iiing  is,  thc'^pos session  of  knowJccij/e 
power  of  comtnSiVrrjiinjr  tkMrTwiOw- 


otl^erwise  you  would  have  been  contcions  ? 
The  knowledge  that  can  witJi  most  effect, be 
imparted  to  youth,  that  accords  the  best 
with  their  dispositions  aud  inclinations,  is 
history,  morals  and  a  taste  for  poetry  ;  and 
it  is  very  easy  to  combine  this  knowledge 
with  the  accjuisition  of  languages:  nay,  it 
necessarily  results  from  such  acquisition.—  " 
And  what  languages  hhall  we  clioose  in  pre- 
ference to  the  autient  for  this  purpose?  Shall 
we  make  choice  of  the  poorest  of  the  modern 
idioms,  the  hrgunge  of  the  French,  whose 
writers  are  in  general  as  much  distinguished 
for  an  affectation  of  manner,  as  for  rash  pre- 
sumptuous concliisions  and  an  almost  univer- 
*al  precariousness  cf  principle?  Shall  we 
s<t  before  them  the  models  of  Tuscan  elo- 
quence conveying  a  morality  to  which  that 
of  Covent  Garden  is  comparatively  chaste, 
bV  unlock  the  fountams  of  Hi^;h  liutch,  the 
tno<^t  copi(;us  aqd  energetic  of  the  modem 
lauguiiges,  in  sonie  res|>ects  superior  to  the 
latiii,  but  profaned  by  a  host  of  vulgar 
I  scribblers  ?~  Let  us  draw  a  line  of  demarca- 
^  tion  l>eiween  the  respective  merits  of  the  an- 
I  ticnts  and  moderns.  •  In  history,  morals, 
orator}',  and  almost  every  department  of 
poetry  the  antienis  are  as  superior  to  the 
moderns  as  they  are  inferior  in  physical 
fenence.  That  .cdixation  must  therefore  be 
tVe  best  w^uch  places  before  the  student  the 
purest  riiodels  in  every  depai"tmenr,  that 
pl:.C^^s  before  him  an  excellence  cf  whixrh  of 
his  own  accord  he  could  form  no  conception. 
Accordingly,  we  see  the  greatest  orators 
h^jve  been  always  those  mohl  familiar  with 
t^e  antients  for  whom  they  hive  entertained 
thehij^hest  veneratiuh.  '  Keed'l  j^yoint  to  Ci- 
cero, rhe  mo«;t  conversant  of  his  countrymen 
ifi  GrecMim  luefature,  to  Burke,  to  Johnson, 
to  KutTon,   to  ]\fontesqutei\,  Boccace    au4 


derstanding  may  and  cmght  then  lo  be  made;  1  Wirbud.  And  how  rare  is  it  to  tirld  jn  men 
|)ut  to  talk  of  the  higher  walks  of  science  or  i  who  have  been  deprived  of  a  learued  educa- 
tny  thing  requiring  tbcudit  and  judgment  is  '  tion,  1  do  not  speak  of  eloquence,  even'a  to- 
preposterouf.  in  the  extreme.  AV  hat  ever  of  j  lerable  knowledi_»e  nrf  composition,  not  with-* 
our  own   language  can    be  appreciated  in  f  stnnding  of  the  mnltimde  of  re;ders  in* every 

early  youth  and  not  imparted  by  these  nreans  "        "  "  '     " 

should  also  be  communicated  and  can  easily^ 
be  done  without  interfering  in  the  lea^t  witK 
a  classical  education.  Yriu,  Mr.  C(»bbett, 
although  unacquainted  it  seems  with  antient 
learnings  are  yet  what  is  generally  termed  a 
Hnguist,  and  I  beliere  you  once  told  us  that 
you  taught  th^  English  language  to  foreign- 
ers. I  appeal  then  to  your  experience  for 
what  I  assert,  and  I  will  ask  you,  whether  irt 
the  acquhition  of  the  languages  yOu  possess 
^^u  were  rot  conscious,  that  your  know- 
ledge of  your  own  was  wonderfully  .in- 
i*reased,  and  that  many  of  its  niceties  were 
tfius  foieed  u[^on  y^tir  attention,  of  wbicir 


jiation  of  Europe  who  ftill  under  this  dc^crip- 
tion.  Independent  of  the  matter  of  the  an- 
r  tient  authors,  they  enjoyed  the  advantage  of 
'  compobing  ill '  languages  so  happily  formed 
that  they  could  model  them  to  every  inflec- 
tion of  meaning;  they  could  gtve  to  theii; 
construction  an  energy  aud  a  harmony  whicj^ 
it  is  in  vain  for  the  moderns  to  attempt.  Thq 
latter  must  always  stand  at  a  distance  ^  anil 
"is'ecan  only'jtdmire  that  they  have  got  over 
so  many  difficulties  as  they  have  done.  But; 
would  Burke  himself  have  dared  (and  aftei^ 
hrm  wliat  other)  to  bring  fjrth  ought  tjia^ 
he  would  place  in  competition  with  the  Catc^ 
Major  oi-the  Tnfatiseie  Oratt)npof  Ciceto?" 
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"Will  any  historian  of  the  present  day  stand  a 
comparison  with  the  magni licence  of  Livy 
or  tlie  energy  and  sententious  gravity  of  1  a- 
citus  ^  And  to  the  Kuropadia  of  Xonoplion 
onfythe  Kroile  of  Rousseaficjn  wiih  eti'ect 
be  opposed.  The  i»ensations  excited  by  ihe 
perusal  (jf  Such  authors  will  lade  from  tlie 
inindonlywith  the- last  glmimer  of  nieniory. 
But  \iiiy  should  these  alone  be  studied, 
and  the  fruit  of  tlie  experience  of  tli.-  rr.o- 
dernsbe  neglected.  In  many  fnugs  the  an- 
tients  were  mere  children  in  comparison  of 
the  latter.  Mcxlern  civ  ilizatiou  has  produced 
fruit«  of  whK;h  it  is  impressible  that  thoy 
could  have  formed  any  c  Ji.^-eption.  it  must 
also  be  confessed  timt  for  the  majority  of  ci- 
tizens the  study  of  antient  literarure  is  worse 
than  useless ;  it  enp-osses  that  time  which 
coiiW  for  themselves  and  their  country  be 
niore  beneticially  emph^yed  in  the  actjuisi- 
tion  of  knowledge  tilted  for  the  humble 
walks  of  ordinary  life;  and  for  these  acqui- 
sitions before  a  .sufficient  time  is  aflbrtied 
they  are  hurried  by  urgent  necessity  on  the 
busy  theatre  of  the  world — But  cm\  he  call 
himself  lea! ned,  or  boast  of  the  univtr^dity 
of  his  grasp  (if  mind  wiio  is  ignorant  of  the 
manners,  customs,  -^nd  mo:les  of  thinking  of 
padohsM)  ditfer^ntly  constituted  from  us  as 
were  the  Greeks  ondRoipan^;  who  acted 
such  a  grand  part  on  the  theatre  of  the 
world}  and  v. ho  have  left  such  illustrious 
ineniorials  behind  them  ?  Without  possessing 
their  language  this  knowledge  is  impossible  ; 
Bo  process  can  effect  the  decomposition  of 
Buch  an  amalgamation  as  the  union  of  the 
character  of  a  people,  and  the  language  in 
y-high  it  is  conveyed;  and,  when  Sxift, 
Addison,  apd  Hume  are  no  longer  under- 
stood, the  name  and  memor)'  of  the  English; 
and  their  glory  wiii  be  as  a  passuig  dream. — 
Let  a  Hoog.even  coippile  two  inmiense  quar- 
tos on  Grecian  particles,  and  let  a  Diilzell 
swell  atr^tise  on  the  single  particle  df;  .these 
lucubi^tions  are  useful;  they  smooth  the 
path  of  the  general  scholar ;  they  fix  doubt- 
ful and  uncertain  points  which  sometimes 
lead  to  in>portant  conclusions;  and,  as  Dr. 
Johnson  observes,  so  limited  are  our  facul- 
ties that  without  we  circumscribe  otir  exer- 
tions to  one  province,  excellence  will  proba- 
bly be  denied  us.  So  long  as  these  endless 
ipinutie  are  not  made  a  sine  qua  non  in  ge 
ueral  education,  and  the  study  of  antient  li- 
terature is  contined  within  due  bounds,  and 
IS  so  taqght^s  qot  to  interfcfe  with  a  know? 
ledge  of  the  other  important  branches  of 
science,  t^nd  of  the  constitutions  of  modem 
lociety :  so  long  may  beneficial  consequences 
be  expected  to  result,  and  the  contraction  of 
|uind  itweparat^le  from  partial   knowledge 
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\  and  exclusive  attachment  be  avoided. 

Yours,   &c J.  B-        K.-  Edhilurgk, 

Jan.  2T,  I6O7. 
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.  No  7.  '  ' 

Sir, Ever  since  1  had  the  good  forttine 

first  to  cast  my  eye  upon  )onr  valuable pub^ 
lication,  I  have  continued  your  constant 
reader  and  admirer.  On  W'eduesdiy,  tlie 
day  on  which  )our  Regis  er  ani\es  in  thii 
city,  1  may  say  in  the  i.ing.iace  or  modem 
epicures,  *  1  uinel'This  they  spc^k  em- 
pliatically  :  it  is  not  me.tnt  that  they  i\o  not 
get  dinner  every  day,  '  they*  take  dmner  no 
doubt,  but  when  they  dine,  there  is  some-* 
thing  more  than  common,  something  verjr 
delicate  and  nice.  So  I,  to:»np»^lv  ihe  cnv- 
ings  of  my  literary  maw,  read  something 
everyday;  so*rie  periodical  wo?k  or  daily 
ptibli.'ation.  The  Morning  Chronicle,  vour 
old  friend,  against  wht.m  1  sec  you  have 
iound  it  neces'^ary  to  declare^var; — a  war 
w^ich  1  am  sure  you  co;isider  ju-^t  and  neces- 
sary, otherwise  )  on  would  not  have  under- 
taken it;  and  which  I  am  confident  you  wilt) 
conduct  on  principles  the  nM)st  libi*ral  and 
manly  :— him  i  nlways  continue  to  read, 
not  beca^ise  he  is  at  war  wiii  you,  (for  I 
take  it  for  gr^ntetl  that,  as  \u  all  other  wars, 
your  hostilities  are  mutual)  but  ber^use  he 
is  a  friend  to  literature,  and  neems  to  have  as 
little  fedow-Teeling,  as  little  sympathy  and 
compassion  as  yourstlf  for  the  fallen  friends 
and  ad\tK:ate8ot  the  bankrupt  bystem  (which 
some  persons  style,  wo  doult  viost  injur'wus- 
It/,  the  i'itt  system.  That  invariable  adherence 
to  principles  of  honour  and  truth,  displayed 
in  every  page  of  your  work  is.  Sir,  permit 
me  to  say,  honourable  to  yourself,  and  ad- 
vantageous to  society.  Virtue,  which  in 
times  like  those  we  have  lately  past,  retires 
confounded  and  abashed,  lx^fere  the  univer- 
sal prevalence  of  vice,  corruption,  and  folly, 
and  almost  yielding  to  despair,  suspects  she's 
but  a  nairc,  receives  tVom  you  new  strength 
and  vigour,  and  fori i tied  with  your  support 
returns  again,  resumes  her  native  dignity, 
and  strikes  with  tertor  and  dismay  the  crowd 
of  vile  assailants  which  beset  her.  And,  Mr. 
Cobbett,  if  1  did  not  intend  before  1  have  fi- 
nished this  letter  to  give  you  si^ffcienr  proof 
that  I  have  no  design  to  flatter,  i  would  not 
venture  to  tell  you  how  much  I  admire  that 
unweiaried  industry  and  application,  that 
power  and  capacity  of  mind,  which  encjblei' 
you  to  treat  with  such  success  so  many  sub- 
jects of  the  highest  importance,  and  deepest 
research;  and  that,  too,  with  a  force,  perspi- 
cuity, and  neatness  of  stile  almost  peculiar  to 
yourself.     In  reading  your  paper  it  has  oftew 
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occurred  to  me,  has  Mr.  Cobbett  studied 

the   Greek   and    Latin   ^triters?    I    surelj 

thought  from  the  simpUdty  of  your  "Btylt, 

^hich  in  composition   I    consider  a  chief 

beauty,   that  jroo-  could  have  learnt  in  no 

other  school  5  but  from  your  silence  on  the 

subject,  and  sometimes  quoting  French,  but 

never  Latin,  I  was  led  to  suspect  I  might  b^ 

mistaken.     However,  in  your  Jaist  ^^eek's 

Begister,  you  have  completely  removed  all 

doubt  on  this  subject.    You  *peak  of  the 

words  uU  possidetis,  frequently  referred  to  in 

the  late  negociation,  ^?f  a  "  gallipot  phrase, 

the  last  jpebck  of  monkish  mummery,  &c.'* 

and    after   several   sarcastic   sneers   at  tlie 

ieamed^nd  learned  idnguageSy  vou  conclude 

with  the  following  most  rem^Kable  is^ordSj 

-"  But  to  bring  this  matter  to  tlie  test,  I 

♦'  hereby  invite  the  learned  gentlemen  of 

^  the  two  Universities  to  a  discussion  upott 

•*  the  subject.    I  assert  that  what  they  call 

**  the  iearwerf  languages  are  improperly  so 

*'  called,  and  that  as  a  part  of  general  edu* 

*'  cation,  they  are  worse  than  useless.** 

Your  first  word  on  this  subject  roused  roy 
whole  attention,  and  every  new  sentei^ce 
excited  new  emotions.  I  fancied  I  hfad  a 
ready  answer  to  every^objeJction,  I  panted 
for  an  opportunity  of  repotting,  fece  tof»ce, 
what  2  coostdered  an  odtrageOus  irttack.  This 
was  impossible.  Sut  i  might  write  to  ytou,-^ 
'  that  would  not  do,  as  2  fa^  never  in  mf  life ' 
^  Mrritten  a  line  for  the  press }  and  as  a  bed  ad- 
vocate injures  a  good  cause,  I  was  afraid, 
and-  still  fear,  chat  by  ae  awkward  use  of  the 
best  weapons,  I  may  svitifer  you  to  pass  un- 
burt^  and  leave  you  to  triumph  ia  fancied 
victory,  when,  if  wielded  by  a  more  skilful 
band,  you  must  inevitably  receive  a  mortal 
wounQi  And  are  you,  Mr.  Cobbett,  really 
^rious  in  giving^this  challen^  ?  Alas,  for 
your  fame,  my  Dear  Sir,  i  am  sorry  to  in- 
form you  you  will  have  but  half  the  praise, 
for  unfortunately  for  you,  Mr.  Paine  is  be- 
fore you  in  tke  proposal- to  abolish  the  use  of 
the  dead  languages.  Consequently,  you 
must  be.  content  with  tliat  share  of*  praise 
yon  w-.il  be  entitled  to,  in  effecting:  by  «eal 
^nd  industry,  what  he  bad  the  ingenuity  to 
snggest  5  but  whk:h  1  dare-  say,  until  he 
beard  of  your  intention,  her  Is  almost  in  des- 
j)air  of  accomplishing,  as  he  is  that  of  his 
other  ihgertious  plan  the  abolition  of  Chris- 
tiamty.— -But,  to  be  seriotis,  if  possible, 
what  could  induce  you  so  ostentatiously  to 
:j:cpeat  what*  had  been  treated  with  such  uni* 
versa!  silence  and  contempt  when  formerly 
proposed  by  Paine?  Could  yod  r^lly  have 
interpreted  that  smile  of  soorn^andd^uision; 
wtiui)  was  exhibited  on  the  <;DUDtei»cce  of 
,^i  the  learned  as  a  prooi  only  of  their  igQo* 
£ancep  a  proof  ttiat  ihe^  had  so  far  oiuf  •Qt 
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their  time  in  studying  dead  Idl^guaprt,  that 
they  were  not  sufficiently  masters  of  atiy  liv- 
ing ofce,  not  even  of  their  mothtfr  longwe,  si 
to  be  able   to  give  a  satisfactory  re(dy  td 
Paine*8  rtdiculoos  assertions  ?  He  alB6  bad 
said,  that  the  study  Of  the  dead  language 
was  mofe  than  useless,   was   injurious  t6 
science  and  the  cultivation    of-  all   JtS/dM 
knowledge  J  he  leven  modestly  affirmed  that 
the  pretensions  of  learned  men  were  mer^ 
aiectdtion  y  that  thsy  knelxr  little  or  nothing 
aboat  Latin,  and  as  for  Greek  theyktteW 
not  half  so  much  about  it  as  a  Gredaiimilk 
maid,  and  not  so  much  of  the  idiofoi  «s  th^ 
cow  she  milked.    What  answer  could  bd 
given  to  Mr.  Paine?  Why,  none.    He  wai 
content  in  his  ignorance,  add  so  1^  him  re- 
thain :  he  understood  not  this  stibject,  and 
was  incafpableof  conviction.    As  a  pfertort 
who  has  i!o  musical  ear,  btft  who  at  thd 
same  time  is  tincdnsdouft    of  thfc  dfeffect; 
laughs  at  the  raptures  of  d  ittnsician,  and  af- 
lirms  that  aH  Ifisextasl^  are  ci^ere  aflbita* 
tiou,  notwitbrtdnding  most  meSn  tyi  temti 
who  suDer  this  privation,  obsferving  the  gft- 
neM  conseotof  mankind  to  be  iagainst  them, 
althoogh  otKxwivineed  yield  with  as  good  i 
grace  as  possible,  aod  even  affect  to  enjoy  i 
§ne  air  ^  much  a^  their  neighbonrs,  noi 
their  beadand  beat  time  with  their  feet ;  ftftd, 
iff  shall  socoeed  in  proving,  that  sOnSte  ni^ 
4d  yet  understand  Greek  and  Latin,  and  tb^ 
some  small  advantage  may  be  d^riv^dti^ 
the  study  of  these  languages,  I  shall  ht  etk- 
titled    to    recommend   the   same  prodeW 
sebming  to  thosd  who  are  not  raaitert  of 
them  5  esp^ially.  Sir,  as   you  <:ah  aSStirtI 
them  that  "  the  stupidest  wretth  on  eS^K 
* '  can  learnf  etaougb  for  tha£  putTxJse  in  a  ot 
V  hoars.''    But,  suppose  one  of  tAtese  li- 
terati had  sat  down  to  rej^y  to  PaiYi^ ;  bb*wj 
would  he  have  proceeded  ?  Why,  siir^y  ^^ 
most  natural  way  to  prote  a  iiia^'s  abilities 
is  to  let  him  speak  for  him^lf  5  so  to  prttV^ 
that  the    Greek  and   R6nJart  ot^t6rft'haa 
never  been    too  mtich   extolled   by  tft^ 
warmest  admirers,  that  they  Ttfix€c  cift,  W 
sufD^iently  admired  as  piftt^ns  of  wh'it^ 
is  most  beautiful  and  ingeiiioUU,  no<:?5t  sim^ 
pie  and  natural,  most  sublitrfe  ariddlp'iftej 
in  composition  and  elbqlrtiic^,  h^  wouw 
ha^'e  quoted  in  their  own  words,  «0m€?  p^" 
sage  in  these  difierettt  speti^of  writittg, 
which  I  haVe  n<>  doubt  wotlW  be  sufficient  t^ 
convince  the  most  obstinate,  provided^i- 
v«ys,  that  they  under^tbod'itj  but;  alW, 
this  would 'be,    to  use  a  codri96^  phrase, 
'  singing  psfltes  to  a  debd*  hor^ :'  ^***» 
however,  brings  to  my  retoll^ctioti,  ^1  • 
ooncatinattedof  idea*,  a  Jittle  storjr  to  my 
purpose,  t«lated  by  Locke,  in  hisE^y^' 
iluma#  Understaftdkig ;  inendearourtf»J  » 
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•atifify  hiimdf  aod  prove  to  the  world  that 
we  have  no  innate  ideas,  and  that  all  our 
iropcessions  are  received  through  the  me- 
diam  of  the  senses,   he  took  a  blind  man,  a 
Bum  bom  blind>  and  tried,  with  all  the  force 
of  his  ingenious  mind,  to  give  him  an  idea  of 
$carUt:  so  after  much  paios,  many  aipi- 
mentt  andiaropto»  the  blind  man  exdaiis- 
ed  in  a  rapture,  ''  O !  I  understand  it  new, 
"  it  15  just  like  the  sound  rf'aimmpH,'' 
So,  in  this  case,    argnsents  are  useless; 
the  weapons  of  the  learned  are  much  too 
ine,  and  I  know  of  none  but  that  of  ridi- 
cule, which  he  himsdf,  in  this  instance, 
yme,  both  lor  shield  and  spear,  that  can  be 
«sed  wi^  e^sct  against  such  an  antagonist 
asRiine.    Bat,    Sir.  Cobbett,    I    do  not 
mean  that  you  should  receive  no  other  re- 
ply.    I  am,  indeed,  ver)*  far  fVom  thinking 
that  700  are  a  fit  person  to  be  latj^hed  at. 
Hiat  you  are  able  to  adduce  severS  argu- 
metits  which  would  seem  more  than  plausi- 
ble to  most  mere  English  -  readers ;     thai 
you  ave  even  persuaded  that  the  English 
hidgtsage  is  now  fully  sufficient  for  commu- 
nieating  every  thought  of  the  human  mind*— 
whxcliy  by  the  l^,  you  have  already  bv  your 
writings  more  forcibly  demonstrated  than 
yoacovdd  have  done  by  argument, — is  what 
I  itiUy  believe !  thtit  true  genius  needs  but 
little  instruction,  that  it  even  spurns  at  every 
plan  of  education,  as  trammels  more  calcu- 
lated to  restrain  its  exertion  than  promote  its 
advsmcement^  it  learhs  no  catechisms,  minds 
no  rules,   but  observes  with  an  intehtive 
glance,  whatever  is  true  or  valuable  in  the 
kbours  of  others,  an-J  appropriates  them  to 
her  own  use.     So,  although  you.  Sir,   per- 
haps, are  but  little  indebted  to  arr^gular  edu- 
cation for  whatever  you  havelearnt ;  yet,  in 
composition,    you  wi^  not  deny  that  the 
•ttidy  of  Addison,  Pope,  Johnson,  Junius, 
Hume,  Robertson,  Blair,  and  the  innume- 
rable list  of  fine  writers  on  poetry  and  prose, 
who  have  improved  rnd  adorned  the  Eng- 
lish tongue,  has  been  somewhat  conducive 
to  your  iinprovement  in  literature ;  and  if 
fonune  had  decreed  that  you  should  have  to 
maintain  the  honour  of  your  native  country, 
(as  you  did  in  America,)  in  France,  or  aay 
«ther  country,   speaking  a  different    lan- 
guage, with  what  eagerness  would  you  seize 
every  passage  of  those  writers  which  vou 
foimd  to  your  purpose  J  you  would   place 
them  in  the  front  of  your  page  in  their  ori- 
ginal form ;  for  I  know  your  mind  would 
•ttvoXi  at  the  idea  of  torturing  them  by  trans- 
lation }  they  would,   in  such  warfare,  form 
youradvauced  guard,  yourbody  of  reserve, 
"vid  with  such    auxiliaries  no  Frrachmaa 
-ikould  be  a  match  for  you ;  but,  to  make 
rpaiBlld/  g^iva  me  leave  t»  suppose 
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that  this  people  had  been  ttntght  exelusiveiy, 
by  these  writers,  that  whatever  was  beauti- 
ful iA  their  language,  or  mode  of  composi- 
tion, were  entirely  derived  from  this  source, 
what,    in  such  circumstances,    would  you 
think  if  some  of  those  ready  made  scholart 
infiatedwitha   Utile  learning,  and  a  little 
learntng  *yoii  know  is  a  dangerous  thtag, 
should  set  up  for  themselves,  commence  a 
new  plan  of  education,  study  00  language, 
but  their  own,  despise  their  old  naasters  and 
swear  the  language  of  their  teachers   was 
mere  jargon  and  ought  to  be  abolished;  what 
would  be  your  indignation,  what  your  con- 
tempt !     I  smile  to  think  what  a  lashing  yoa 
would  give  them ;  but,    perhaps,  you  will 
say  the  case  is  not  applicable  ^  it  is  perfectly 
so  if  I  am  understood,  but  lest  I  should 
render  more  obscure  hy  a  defective  iHustra- 
tioQ,  a  subject  already  sufKcienlly  obvious, 
I  drop  the  allusion  and  retiu'n  to  my  theme. 
Is  the  Greek  and  Latin  a  barbarous  jargon  ? 
ye,    illustrous    sliadcs,     of   those    revered 
names  to  which  I  have  just  alktded,  what 
apology  shall  r  make  to  you,   who  living 
devoted  all  your  time  and  talents  to  tlie 
study  of  those  ancient    worthies,    whom 
you  reverenced  with  such'  enthusiasm  and 
whom  you  always  owned  to  be  the  niasters 
frof^i  whom  you  had  learnt^  wliatever  .most 
had  made  you  the  ad mf  ration  and  delight  of 
yonr  countrymen !  How  silly,  how  super- 
fluous,  seems  the  attempt  to  prove  that 
I  lomer  and  Virgil,  Demosthenes  and  Cicero, 
Herodotus  and  Livy,  XeQi)phon  aqd  Cesar, 
and  the  numerous  list  of  most  admirable 
writers  in  both    languages,  by  whom  ye 
have  been  instructed,  were  neither  barba- 
rians nor  wrote  in  a  barbarous  language. 
But,  perhaps,  I  fight  ray  own  shadow,  it  i^ 
only  the  language    of  Cluacks  you    con* 
demn,  '  the. gallipot  phi^^es,  the  monk idh 
n\ummery\— No,   Mr^   Cobbett,    I  know 
you  are  too  candid  to  attempt  to  escape  by 
an  equivocatiqn^     X^^    have  completely 
committed  yourself.     You  say,  besides  the 
many  epithets  expressive. of  the  most  sove- 
reign contempt  forlearcing  aodlearned  men, 
'*  what  are  called  tlie  learned  languages, 
are  falsely  so  called. V     Qur  own  language 
indeed,  not  many  years  ago,  n>ightwith  little 
injustice  be  called  a  barbarous  lingo.     It  was 
then  incapable  of  any  thing  in  dignified 
composilioti  either  in  history  or  poetry  :  not 
so  much,  indeed,  on  accoiint  of  a  deficiet>cy 
of  words  as  chiefty  on  account  of  the  want 
of  all  coostryctiofi,  order,  and  grammar. 
The  learned  Buchanan  wrote  >hts  history  an4 
many  loost  elegant  and  classical  po^s  in 
l^tin,  solely  because  the  English  laugoagf 
was  literally  too  barbarous  fbr  h«s  purpose  ^ 
and  n^  of  oui  b9ok»^l^t(iat<tiAe,  however 
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ingenioits  thealithor,  'are  written  in  a  style  so 
wncoutb,  so  un polish ec^,  that  no  person  pos- 
sessing any  tasle  for  liamiony  or  order,  or 
who  has  the  least  musicjl  ear,  can  have 
patience  to  read  more  thin  a  page  of  them 
at  a  lime,  anJ  most  of  our  translations  from 
the  anci^-^iHs  are  al^o  so  coalse  and  disgust- 
ing, so  full  of  vulgar  and  obsolete  expres- 
sions, that  I  may  saaly  aver  they  areas 
much  shut  up  from  the  generality  of  readers 
of  the  present  day,  as  if  they  remahied  in 
their  original  form  3  and  as  the  greater  part  of 
ihem  were  done  above  a  century  ago ;  for 
since  the  improreraent  of  our  lahgn'nge,  so 
far  as  to  be  a  suitable  vehicle  for  conveying 
the  refined'  sentiments  of  so  polished  a 
people  as  the  ancients,  there  has  l^een  but 
Httle  encouragement  tor  men  of  sufficiient 
literary  endowments,  to  undertake  the 
drudgery. of  translation,  and  to  this  princi- 
pally may  be  attributed  that  general  disre- 
gard and  even  contempt  of  every  thing 
regarding  the  ancients.  To  form  some  idea 
of  this,  let  any  one  compare  with  these  the 
translation  lately  made  of  Sallust  by  Dr. 
Stewart.  He  w  ill'  there  see  at  onco  the 
great  improvement  of  the  Jingli^h  language, 
and  will  form  some  notion  of  the  merit  of 
the  ancients  while  he  perceives  the  great 
injustice  done  theni  by  most  former  transla- 
tors, and  I^may  add  the  very  l>est  transla- 
tions of  the  poets  give  but  a  veiy  imperfect 
idea  of  the  original.  Even  Dr)  deii  and  Pope 
Lave  entiriely  buried  (heir  authors  urrJer  a 
multiplicity  of  high  sounding  words.  They 
have  covered  the  natural  synietry, beauty,  and 
Jiarmony,  by  such  a  profusion  of  tinsel  orna- 
ments, flowers,  and  furbelows,  that  the  sim- 
plicity of  the  original  which  is  tlieir  distin- 
guishing beauty  istintiroly  lost :  for  I  may  say 
in  the  words  of  a  very  successful  imitator  of 

.  Virgil,  *'  beauty  needs  not  the  foreign  aid  of 
or«i3ment  j  but  is,  when  unadorn'd,  adorn'd 
the  most :"  and  tlien  there  is  such  an 
offensive'  gingle  in  the  rhyme  continually 
recurring  on  the  ear  at  the  end  of  every  line, 
that  one  is  sure  to  be  either  sick  or  asleep 
before  he  bifs  got  through  a  couple  of  pages. 

.  Be  tides  the  idiom  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Is 
go  ditlerent  from  that  of  the  English,  that  it 
requires  a  language  not  less  perfect  than 
themselves  to  do  them  justice.  Our  Bible, 
however,  is  allowed  tojbe  a  good  trauslation 
and  not  liable  to  these  objections  j  which  is 
owing  chiefly  to  its  being  translated  from  a 
language  infinitely  more  congenial  in  its 
idiom  to  our  own,  being  analagoiis  and 
uatmal  in  its  construction:  the  Greek  and 
Latm  being  more  artificial  and  trans- 
positive.     Whilst  at  tlie  sudc  time  much 

praise  is  due  to  the  learned  mrit  who  iran§- 

jaUd  it.    i%ef«Jir  ta  lUc  aaaiei  1  liavc  just 


6^-  Pld 

mentioned  and   say  where,  at  whtft" school 
they  studied.  Did  ihey  despise  the  ancients  I 
Milton,  although  no  doubt  as  subliiue  a  poet 
as  any   country   can  boa^t,     was,    notwith- 
standing his  genius,  much  indebted  to  his 
familiar  acquaintance  with  the  ancient  wri- 
ters.  In  fjct,  any  person  the  least  acquainted 
with  both  may  see  at  one  glance  that  he  had 
thoroughly  imbibed  their  spirit  and  manner. 
His  ideas,  his  measure,  construction,  and  as 
far  as  it  is  possible,   his  language,  greatly 
resemble  thos«  of  his  masters  ;  and  in  a  few- 
years  hence  you  may  compare  his  *'  On  n 
sudden  open  fly  with  impetuous  recoil,  and 
jarring  sound,  the  infernal  doors,    and   on 
their  hinges  grate  harsh    thunder." — with 
Virgil,  Book  VI.  line  5/4,    "   Tu7n  dentutn 
horrisono  stridentes  cardme  sacrce  panduntur 
poriocy" — and  you  will  .perceive   a  resem- 
blance too  exact  to  be  the  efiect  of  chance. 
A  few  more  arguments  occur,  which  if  I  bad 
sufficient  space  and  Could  borrow  your  pen 
for  half  an   hour,  should  appear  no^t  for- 
cible and   convincing;  but  I   trust  T  sliaJl, 
however  deficient,  receive  every  indulgence 
from  you,   sir,    when    you   recollect    with 
what  difficulty  you  wrote  your  first  essay  in 
America,   in  reply   to  that  Frenchman,   to 
whom  the  English  nation  is  so  much  obliged, 
in   compariscm  to  the  little  trouble  you  now 
feel  in  committing  your  thoughts  to  writing. 
The  diff(irence  between  you  and  I,  Mr.  Co5- 
bett,  is  this,  you  say  the  Latin  and  Greek  is  a 
barbarous    jargon,  or  at  least  your  words 
seem  fully  to  import  this,  and  if  you  ever 
deny  it  after  what  you  have  said,  I  shall  cer- 
tainly take  it  as  a  confession  that  you  arc 
w(jrsted  in  the  argument.     Although  I  can- 
not believe;  that  if  you  should  feel  this  to.be 
the  case,  that  you  will  not  be  as  good  as  your  . 
promise, — fairly  to  own  it,  and  ask  pardon 
of  the  learned  gentlemen  of  both  Universi- 
ties;  I  say.  Sir,  our  ditference  seems  to  be, 
that  you  understand  the  Latin  and  Greek  to 
be  the  *'  last  relick  of  ijionkish  mummery:'* 
I  say,  and  I  am  almost  ashamed  seriously  t6 
say  in  the  nineteenth  century,  that  tliey.are 
the  languages  of  the  most  refined,  most  t  ivi- 
lised,  and  accomplished  nations,  as  far  as  we 
know  from  history,  that  ever  existed;  that 
we  oursdves  are  the  barbarians,  who  have 
been  tauglit  whatever  we  know  by  these  ve- 
ry 4)cople;  that  whatever  refinement,  |>ower, 
or     capacity  .the    EuglisJU     language    can 
boast,  is  entirely  owing  to- our  imitation  of 
that  j)Cople ;  almost  all  our  knowledge  of 
science,  all  our  scientific  and  technical  terms, 
are  borrowed  excjusively  fron\  them.    Turfi 
up  any  Engliah  Dictionary  and   look  at  al- 
most any  xAord  expressing  an  idea,  the  smailr 
est  degree  above  the  .hunting  or  pastoral  lif^^ 
and  you  will  fiud  aI  deiivxid  cither  from  *^* 
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Greek  or  Litin.     Sach  being  the  rase,  can  ^ 
the  htady  ofdioso  iatii^iru^es  ever  l.^;  au  uii- 
nece^isary  pari  oi  an  Fu^ijshi^iuj'i  oilixijun?  • 
No,   it  is  irapoisibie.      u>wjthing   \-'i,s   tlvAn  . 
•Qch  a  revel  a : :  on  a  b  \voi  i:i  dc^i  Toy  tl)  e '  }yi  w  > 
anJconstitutiun  of  the  C(A:nU'y.,  <^:rf-v(.r,,  in 
my  opinion,  infJuLV.us  tn  a'ni;.i.''n   llie  h^.iciy.^ 
of   the  L.'iljn   and  GiL-.k  ■i;!ni:iv.^ci.   ;They  ' 
are  intimately  cc  unet  :<  d*  nui  .5h;y  wUli,  .llu3^ 
laws  and  cunaUtutiu::  ;  b  .t  ;also  with  the  re- 
ligion of  ihecmuury.    'What  are  cviiied  the 
learned  proi'essions",  which,  howewr  some, 
men  may  elFect  to  scoti   at  as  u.st'le">s,  but 
which  I  have  no  doabi  are  indispensiuly  ne- 
cessary in  the  present  :.tate  oi  aociely,  are  in 
fact  the  bonds  of  its  union  3    these  cannot 
exist  for  a  moment  without  the  knowledge 
of  these  Uingu  iges.     They  are  necessary  to 
the  divine  for   the  reasons  I  have  t.lieauy 
roentioued.  viz.  the  imperfection  and  ina- 
dequacy of  the  Engli.di  languagt:.f  )r  at  Jeast 
1600  years,  from  the  aera  ot  c)ur  religion,  du- 
ring which  lime  there  was  no  access  to  any 
perfect    knowledge    of     Christianity,     but 
through  the  medium  of  the  Greek  and  Latin. 

.  J^nd  this  in  my  opinion  must  have  been  the 
case,  independent  of  the  bigotry  of  tl:e  P07 
pish  clergy.  The  gospels  themselves,  and 
writings  of  the  apostles  were  originally  in 
Greek  5  and  the  Roipans  and  those  wlio  nf^ 
terwards  studied  their  Ian gmige,  were  the' 
only  people  who  knew,  or  who  were  capa- 
ble of  knowing  Greek,  the  other  langui^ges 
being,  in  every  »ense,  too  barbarous  to  have 
any  union,  sympathy,  or  resemblance  wiih  it 
so  as  to  enable  them  either  to.understand  or 
interpret  it.  Therefore,  the  only  access  to  a 
knowledge  of  Greek  was  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  Latin  j  all  Dictionaries  or  Leiti- 
cons,  interpretations,  notes,  and  comm::nta- 
ries  being  too  in  Latin.  S),  in  oider  to 
hear  the  glad  tidings  of  the  gospel  unconta- 
minated  by  the  absurdities  and  factions  of  ig- 
norant enthusiasts,  it  was  absolutely  hcces- 
fary  at  least  to  know  Latin.  Latin,  there- 
fore, became  the  common  medium  of  inter- 
course, not  oidy  amongst  all  those  who  stu- 
died the  gospel,  but  also  upon  every  subject 
of  literature;  so,  Latin  being  so  long  esta- 
blished as  the  languige  of  learning,  it  will 
not  be  difticidt  to  prove  that  a  knowledge  of 

'  1-aiin  is  even  at  the  present  time  necevsary 
to  a  student  of  divinity  ;  although  I  shall  not 
insist  that  it  is  absoluiely  as  much  so  as  f  )r- 
rnerly.  Yet,  evtiry  peuon  the  least  acquaint 
«d  with  more  languages  than  one,  and,  I 
tLink  you  said  you  had  learned  French 
**  because  it  was  the  language  of  the  military 
art,**  knows  that  notwithstanding  the  very 
eitMe  reM»i»blance  and  Mikity  between  the 
Eit^h  «anil  Frenvh,  .both"  in  idiom  and 
wards,  fcl)&tcit  it-oitmi  ia^fbiwibk  justly  to 
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;  .convey  in  the  one.  siipe  iijeas  perhaps  most 
,  L  'Up  !y  e\  russed  in  ih^  other;  much  more 
;  so.j-j.u  ui*ri<:wU  to  tran^^fuse  thetrue  spirit  of 
!. a  Greek  or  Lvtiin  3utiH)r  into  ours,  or  anr 
moslern  tongut.',  ko  remarka»)ly  ditferent-^s  £ 
have  already  Miown,- as  they  are  jn  genius 
and  con!?tr)jciion,  and  in  this  diiFerence  we 
;  discover  one  of  the  chief  sources  of  the  va- 
!  rious  interpreLitions,  ^-pinioij^,  and  di^putes'^ 
"which  have  arisen  upon  iiummerable  passa* 
I  ges  of  scripture;  and  that  many  judicious 
;  |)erson=»  ilK)tight  the  true  spirit  of  cer- 
1  tain  passages  of  scriptiire  is  not  given  by  th« 
[common  translation  io  evident,  from  the  la- 
I  hour  that  Di.  Camphell  and  others  have  ta- 
ken to  make  a  new  and  correct  tran>ldtiou  of 
t.hc  ^oii)jls  and  tjther  parts  of  scripture  j 
from  all  which  1  think  it  is  necessary  to  in- 
fer, that  before  any  person  can  justly  t;laim  a 
pre-eaiiiK-nee  in  learning,  before  he  can  be 
intitled  to  the  privdege  of  explaining,  what 
may  be  obscure,  and  interpreting  wlwt  is 
diiiicult  in  our  iranslati.^n  of  the  gosjjels,  h« 
ou^ht  to  know  sonwlhiiVh(  of  the  original,  so 
I  cui\rlnje,  that  a  knowledge  of  what  is-call-! 
ed  the  ••  learned  languages"  is  uecessary  to 
a  divine.  And  to  prove  that  a  physician 
must  know  Breek  an  1  Latin,  when  every 
term  of  their  art  i^  tiuu-r  in  the  one  or  the 
other  (if  these  langua_;es,  and  when  it  is 
known  that  the  very  father  of  the  professioa 
wrote  in  tiie  former  of  these  languages,  i-j,  I 
think,  qnitc  superfluous.  And  witli  respect 
to  the  lawyer,  you.  Sir,  I  presume,  will  re- 
quire no  otlier  proof  than  a  bare  reference  to 
Blackst  ne,  with  whom  I  know  you  are  |>er» 
fe<tiy  tyn)iiiar,  and  whom  I  dare  say  you 
sidncienlly  ad  nire.  They  both  uiforce,  in  the 
strongest  l.in^^uage,  the  nee**ssity  of  apply i»g 
incevaautly  to  the  study  of  the  cias:*i(-k,s,  as 
the  only  true  model  oielmjuencp  and  perfect 
poetry.  They  allow  there  are  not  a  lew 
good  English  authors  tit  enough  patternn  of 
writing,  but  wliatever  excellence  they  pos- 
sess they  seem  to  think  is  derived  principally 
from  that  source ;  and  as  it  is  better  to  ihkik 
the  iKjuor  pure  and  unadulterated  at  the 
fountain  head,  than  after  it  has  flowed  to  a 
distance,  and  probably  conLaminatcd  by  im- 
pure mixtures.  Dr.  15catiieal<!o,  in  hisletters 
lately  published  by  SIrWm.  Forbes,  exhorts 
l)is^pupil  Cameron  to  study  the  ciassicks  day 
and  nii:i)t,  until  he  wascoinjdctely  matiter  o^ 
them  it  he  ever  expected  to  arrive  at  any  ei- 
celletice  in  either  eio'^uence  or  poetry.  And 
since  writing  the  above,  A  Tceatise  on  the 
Utility  of  Ciaasioal  Learijirig,  by  the  sarins 
Dr.  Beattie,  has  bee^i  put  into  Uiy  hanjd%  ij. 
which  I  am  very  Iiappy  to  be  able  to  /.efer 
yon,  as  most  complete  and  sati^farfor/^  m.-f 
to  whi  :h  reference  alone  I  should  have  rn  ^ 
fined  .Tjy  c^mmiiiMcation  if  I  hadf'Vjea  ;(  .v 
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few  days  sbofitr.  And,  trow,  why  slraald  I 
BMAktplj^  eocampies  ?  Does  not  ev«ry  eminent 
Engiisi>  writer,  with  the  sole  exception  of 
Mr.  Cobbett,  adtuowJedge  most  e^pHcitiy 
ihAt  they  ha^e  learnt  in  diat  scbool  alone  ? 
Yoa  well  know  the   great  esteem  which 
Goldsmith  and  Addison  had  for  the  Crfeek 
and  Roman  daesicks.     For  what  pwpose  did 
they  travel  into  France  and  Italy  ?  Not  eure- 
h/t  to  learn  to  drese.  dance,  and  naake  a  bow. 
No,  itiAFts  to  see  and  admire  the  wonderful 
jenittias  of  the  raosi  noble  productions  of 
human  art,  left  by  the  noost  accomplished 
people  that  ever  lived  ;  to  see  that  country 
which  gave  birth  to  the  most  harmonious 
poet  diat  ever  scung,  breathe  the  same  air, 
sbHcit  tlie  same  muse,  and  haply  to  catch  a 
portion  of  hi^  inspirations.     Are  we>  then, 
Kke  udgj^atefiil   children,    who    fbr^etting 
-  what  their  parents  have  done  for  them,  in- 
sensible to  the  advantages  of  a  good  exam- 
ple, early  instruction,  or  a  useful  trade  which 
enables  them  to  live  in  ease  and  afHuenee, 
who  notmthatanding  leave  their  parents  to 
kn^uish  in- penury  and  wretchedness;  are 
^    we  just  let  loose  from  school  to  neglect  our 
teachers,  and  fancy  in  our  ignorance  that  we 
«re  wiser  than  they  ?  Those  of  their  pupils 
who  have  made  the  mo9t  progress,  and  who 
I  have  taken  the  liber^  of  supposing  have 
been  not  only  your  master  but  that  of  every 
EoglUfa  scholar  of  the  present  day  were  not 
to  uiigratefol.     Had  yeu  asserted  merely, 
that  vakiali^e  as  the  ancient  languages  are  to 
mi^ety  iitei-ary  character,  yet  too  much  time 
^ms  spent  inleaniing  them>  1  should  not, 
perhaps,  have  been  inclined  to  contradict 
pou ;  and  whether  a  wrong  plan  of  education 
be-in  use  is  not  my  business  at  present  to 
inquife :  but,  it  cannot  be  denied,   that  not 
one  in  a  hundred  who  go  through  the  long 
courseof  discipline  ever  know  any  thing  of 
Latin  or  Greek.    Yet  coxcombs  who  re- 
mam  In  (hta  ignorance,  do  notwithstanding 
Tspourwith  hacknied  schoolboy  sentences, 
which  they  either  do  not    understand,  or 
which  at-  most  is  all  they  understand,  aiwi 
that  very  much  to  the  oflence  of  men  of 
plain'  sense  who  have    never    studied  any 
other  language  than  lh<;ir  mother  tongue, 
but  who  thmk  it  hard  to  be  browbeat  by  njpn 
io  very  ranch  their  inferiors,  by  the  constant 
ttseof  these  gaili^t  phrasesror  legerdemain 
lingo.     But,  Mr.  Cobbett,   the  abuse  of  a 
thing  is  no  argument  against  its  utility  ;  and 
16  it  fair  to  conclude,  because  mm^y  fail, 
thatnone  sdcceed  ?  How  mAuy,  I  mk  yon, 
iuriveataoy  thing  respectable  in  Engll<?h  li- 
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terature  ?  Willa  man  learm  what  he  lut^  no 
taste  or  genius  for?  I  know  you  yoursdf 
pretty  frequently  hear    Greek    dnd   Lattiti 
quoted  in  the  Hou«e  of  CortrnmntT,  by  jt  ft^B^ 
members  who  hxv€  not  only  had  ah  oppor* 
tnnity  of  acquiring  a  kno^led^  of  the  das- 
sicks,  but  who  also,  I  haVe  no  douf^t,  are  fa- 
miliarly acquainted  with  them;  fi' mortifi- 
cation which  I  know  of  but  one  way  to  save 
you  from;  of  which  I  shaft   inform  you 
immediately.     However,   I   cannot   ^oid 
coq[imending  the  attachmeitit  vt^hich  you  af/- 
peaT  to  have  for  your  natiVe  language,  ahd 
the  zeal  you  manifest  on  all  occasions  to 
prevent    its   being   corru^lS^    by   foreign 
idioms ;  but,  surely,  nb  apprebrensi6h  cati  b^ 
entertained  that  it  will  receive  any  injury 
from  the  study  of  Latin"  or  Greek.    Yet 
many  persons,  no' less' zealous  for  th^honoui^ 
of  the  English  language,   but  who  see  nttt- 
withstanding  the  impossibility  otmSiking  it 
the  general  language  of  Europe,  think,  and  I 
believe  very  justly,  that  as  th€te  must  bt 
some  common  medium*  for  diplon^^tic  inteN 
course,  and  also  to  prevent  the  further  ex- 
tension of  French  infiuenc6  whkh  is*  too 
much  promoted  by  the  genital  pt^vsifence  Mf 
their  language,  it  wefe  well*  if  a  nktfe  gene- 
ral use  of  Latin  than  ha&  hitherto  bitti  a 
practice  were  adopted  fb^  that  purpose.— ^I 
beg  leave  just  to  add;  the  great  Cato  for  nia- 
ny  years  of  his  life  opposed  with  equal  rigour 
every  foreign  innovatiott,  he  reprobated  in 
the  strongest  terms  not  only  thie  mannera 
but  also  the  language  of  the  Greeks;  yet  he' 
was  compelled  to  acknowledge  the  great  ad- 
vantage which  men  of  infinitely  le^  genial 
seemed  to  enjoy  from  their  knowledge  of 
the  language  of  that  (>eople ;  so  in  order  to 
improve  that  eloquence  by  Which  he  intend- 
ed to  prevent  its  introduction,  he  hiniself  in' 
his  gi-anrd  climacteric   sat  dbwn   to   study 
Greek,  of  which  he  soon  became  a  great| 
proficierit,  and,  what  was  less  to  b6  expected' 
a  most  enthusiastic  adrairef ;  and,  Mr.  Cob-' 
belt,  if  yot>  will  like  Cato  immediately  begift 
the  study  of  tlie  Latin,  appropriating  an  ^ 
hour  every  day  without  intermission,  or*,  if* 
yoQ  please,  excepting  Sunday  both  for  rcli-' 
gion  and  relaxation,  only  for  the  shcrt  space' 
of  two  years,  and  one  year  more  of  the  sam** 
constant  apnlication  to  the  Greek,  youwilJ 
then,  like  Cater,  be  aWe  to  fi^r the sd-dlsanf 
learned  with  weapons- of  their  own  fashion, 
bat  of  far  superior  case  and'  temper.— *— 

Yours,  &c. Ajs  AuATrvu,^^J^erdeefis 

Jan.  20,1007. 
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««  1  oongfitiUate  th«  compwiy  on  the  important  uiumph,  which  we  have  obtained  in  the  cleaion  of  Mr 
«*  Sheridan ;  a  tfiiihiph,  which  is  the  more  to  bt  rejoiced  in  as  ii  affords  a  practical  evidence  of  the  ad 
«•  vantages  of  a  popular  government  and  a  popular  election.  The  people  have  manifested  their  independence 
*«  without  tumult ;  and  the  friends  of  govemm?!nt  are  triumphant   without  any  exertion  of  undue  irt- 

t«  ^fjice  r Mr.  Whitbread's  Speech  at  the  Thatched  House,  Nov.  I9,  IQ06. 
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TO  THE 

FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  ELECTORS 

OF  THE 
€ITT  AKD  LIBERTIES  OP  WBSTMINSTEX. 

LETTER  VIL 

Gentlemen, 

When,  in  the  conclusion  of  my 
last  letter  to  you  (at  page  304),  I  took  the 
liberty  to  exhort  you  to  remain,  not  only 
Btedhst  in  your  political  principles,  but  un- 
>rearied  in  your  perseverance  to  recover  the 
complete  enjoyment  of  the  rights  and  liber- 
ties, for  which  our  fethers  so  long,  so  gal- 
lantly, so  virtuously,  and  so  successfully 
fttroggled,  I  intendeid  to  leave  the  Sheridans 
to  the  animadversions  of  the  public,  and  ne- 
ver again,  at  any  rate,  to  make  their  conduct 
the  subject  of  a  letter  to  you ;  but,  a  recent 
decision  in  tlie  House  of  Commons,  touch- 
ing the  result  of  the  late  election  for  West- 
mmster,  in  which  decision  your  interest  and 
honour  are  deeply  concerned,  has  induced 
me  to  depart  from  this  intention. 

Upon  the  occasion  here  referred  to,  to  wit, 
00  the  20th  instant,  a  motion  was  made  for 
deferring  the  order,  before  made  by  the 
bouse,  for  taking  into  consideration  your 
betitioQ  complaining  of  an  undue  election 
for  your  city  5  and,  observe,  that  this  motion 
yns  made  by  Mr.  Sheridan  himself.  The 
day,  which  was  fixed  upon,  by  this  once  bold 
defierofyou,  was,  the  l4th  of  Aprils  nearly 
two  months  after  the  time  before  fixed  upon 
by  the  Hotise.  After  some  debate  this  mo- 
hoQ  was  put  to  the  vote,  and,  the  House 
liaving  divided^  there  appeared  107  iot  it, 
Und  12  against  it. 

The  grounds  upon  whidh  this  motion  was 
tnade  and  siipported,  were,  ist,  that  Mr. 
Sberidan^s  Counsel  would  be  tlpon  the  cir- 
cuit, and,  of  course,  unable  to  attend  ;  and 
id,  that,  when  tiie  former  postponement 
%as  agre^  to  by  him>  it  was  agreed  to  upon 
the  condition,  cfearly  understood,  that  a  fur- 
ther postponenoent  should  take  place  on  ac- 
COont  of  the  circuit.  That  Mr.  Sheridan 
Vft^utd  hafc  set  up  a  pcettnce  like  ikis,  0: 


any  other  pretence,  by  which  the  day  of 
trial  might  be  put  off,  is  no  matter  0/  sur- 
prize ;  but,  that  Lord  Howick,  the  famous 
parliamentary  reformer,  sliould  have  gone 
upon  the  same .  grounds,  should  have  sup- 
ported the  motion,  and  should  have  called 
forth  his  majority  to  cause  the  delay  to  take 
place;  this  really  is  matter  of  surprize* 
especially  when  we  consider,  that,  in  th# 
very  recent  instance  of  the  petition  from  the 
county  of  Londonderry,  this  siime  Lord  How^ 
ick  (late  ^r.  Grey),  backed  by  his  friend 
and  brother  reformer,  Mr.  Whitbread,  set 
their  faces  against  even  an  hour's  delay, 
though  it  was  applied  for  upon  fair  and  rea-^ 
sonable  grounds.  ^ 

As  to  the  pretence^  that  Mr.  Shendan'i 
Counsel  would  be  absent  upon  the  circuit,  if 
never  was  before,  I  believe,  and  certain  I 
am  that  it  never  ought  to  be,  listened  to  fot 
a  moment,  in  such  a  case;  for,  if  this  wer^ 
to  become  a  precedent,  to  what  time  might 
not  a  ministerial  member  of  parliament  de- 
fer the  consideration  of  a  petition  against 
him  ?  The  alsence  of  counsel,  from  what* 
ever  cause,  whether  of  s>ickness  or  any  ofUer^ 
would,  in  such  case,  be  a  ground  for  post^ 
ponement  j  and,  thus,  by  the  votes  of  the 
minister's  majority,  the  electors  of  any  place 
might  remain  unrepresented^  might  see  the 
person,  against  whom  they  had  voted,  dis- 
posing of  their  money,  and  making  laws  t& 
govern  tliem,  for  years  together.  The  cir- 
cuit !  What  is  the  business  of  the  circuit, 
compared  with  the  subject  of  your,  petition  ? 
Besides,  is  it  credible.  Gentlemen,  that,  from, 
all  the. counsellors  at  the  Imr,  nearly  six  hun*^ 
dred  in  number,  there  could  be  any  difficul- 
ty in  selecting  two,  fully  competent  to  the 
task,  to  attend  a  committee  of  the  House; 
more  especially  when  we  consider,  that  Mr* 
Sheridan  was  so  conscious  of  the  inilocenc# 
of  himself  and  his  agents;  as  to  have  treated 
your  petition  with  ridicule  i  Was  it  for  a 
man,  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  bis  pro- 
ceedings }  a  mafi  who  had  set  the  <Omplaint 
against  (hint  at  defiance  ^  and  \&rho  had  treat* 
ed  it  with  contempt  and  mockery;  was  it 
for  mch  4  man  to  beg  for  a  delajr  of  his  tr'udy 
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upon  the  ground  of  apprehension   that  he 
might  sutler  from  the  want  of  counsel  suffi- 
ciently acquaiated  with  his  case  ?  You  will 
-have  observed,  too,  gentlemen,  that,  in  a  </e- 
yence,  in  a  case  ©f  this  sort,  there  can  have 
been  no  preparation ,  at  least  of  a  legal  kind. 
The  defendant  has  yet  to  learn,  if  he  he  in- 
nocent, what  are  the  facts  which  you  have  to 
produce  against  him.    The  two  counsellors, 
.therefore,  whom  he  has  employed,  can,  as 
yet,  have  taken  no  steps  preparatory  to  the 
•trial }  and,  of  course,  any  other  two  coun- 
'sellors,  equally  qualified  in  point  of  talent 
{and  there  are  two  hundred  of  such)  would 
Answer  all  his  lawful  purposes  full  as  well  as 
the  two  already  employed,  and  now,  unfor- 
'lunately,  upon  the  circuit,  or  going  upon 
the  circuit.    You  have  alleged,  in  your  peti- 
tion that  Mr.  Sheridan's  return  to  parlia- 
*nent  was  effected  by  bribery  and  corruption. 
If  he  be  conscious  of  his  inrtocence,  wliat 
need  has  he  of  arrangements  and  prepara- 
iions  5  and  of  what  lawful  kind  can  his  pre- 
parations possibly  be  ?  He  has,  indeed,  af- 
'  fected  to  believe,  that  your  petition  would 
not  be  persevered  m  5  but,  you,  gentlemen, 
know  as  well  as  1,  that  not  a  word  has  fallen 
from  any  one  connected  with  Mr.  Paull,  that 
could  lead  to  such  a  belief  5  and,  that,  when 
the  idea  was,  upon  a  former  occasion  thrown 
out,  it  was,  witlibut  hesitation,    positively 
'contradicted  by  Lord  Folkestone,  to  whom 
you  and  every  independent  nian  in  the  king- 
dom is  so  much  indebted  for  his  manly  as- 
sertion t)f  your  rights,    and  whose  having 
preseiited  tlie  petition  was,  of  itself,  a  suffi- 
cioflt  guarantee,   that  it  would  be  steadily 
persevered  in.     If,  .therefbre,   between  the 
^Olh  of  December,  when   the  petition  waS 
'first  presented,   and  the  24th  of  February, 
the  time  last  fixed  fc  r  taking  it  into  conside- 
ration, Mr.  Sheridan  could  not  be  ready  with 
9iis  defence,  even  without  the  aid  of  any 
tounselfor  at  all,  as  little  might  he  be  ex- 
pected to  be  prcp:\red  by  the  14tii  of.  Aprih 
^''hat,  too,  must  be  those  proceedings,  of 
\\'iiich  it  requires  so  long  a  time'to  prepare  a 
defence  ?  Had  Mr.  Sheridan  been  the  at- 
'tacking  party,  and  compelled  to  hunt  afler, 
iand  run  down,  evidence  of  such  secret  trans- 
eqtions  as  are  generally  connected  with  the 
vrts  of  bribery  and  corruption,  where,  nine  ! 
times  out  of  ten,   the  guilty  pirrty  is  to  be 
tlie  source  of  information,  there  might  have 
lieen  some  reason  for  delay;    but,    here, 
v^here  the  iixiused  'lias  nothing  to  seek  fbr, 
and  especially  where  innocence  and  purity 
lareso  vauntingly  pat  fbru'ard,  \vould  itnot 
^  natural,  that  the  party  accused  shouW 
t  inquir)%  at  as  eariy  a  motoent  as  possi- 
grder  to  wipe  otfthe  stigma  from  his 


character^  and  to  conrince  the  world,  that 
the  accusation  was  unjust?  Comi>ared  with 
an  object  so  desireable,  what  would  have 
been  the  eipence  of  feeing  the  two  coutis^ 
not  to  go  upon  the xif cult?  For,  though  Mr. 
Sheridan  might  find  sucti  an  expence  iocOD* 
\'enient,  there  would,  doubtless,  have  beeti 
no  difficulty  in  raising  the  sum  required, 
from  the  same  source,  whence  was  drawn, 
or  rather,  %hence  spontaneously  flowed,  the 
thirteen  thousand  pound  subscription,  lodged 
at  the  celebrated  Davison's,  for  the  purpose 
of  parrying  on  Mr.  Sheridan's  election,  an^ 
of  which  subscription  you  will,  I  hope,  never 
forget,  that  Mr,  Whitbread  was  at  the  head. 
This  former  patriot,  tliis  zealous  prosecutor 
of  corruption,  this  reformer  of  parnameot, 
is  now,  if  the  newspapers  speak  truth,  occo* 
Died  with  a  plan  for  reforming,  n<it  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  the  people !  TTiat  is 
the  end,  ^t  which  it  now  suits  his  purpoJei 
to  begin  !  Instead  of  retrenching  the  enor* 
'mous  sinecures  and  pensions,  of  which  bt 
formerly  complained  ^  instead  of  endeavour- 
ing to  lessen  those  taxes,  which  are  thi 
cause,  and  the  sole  came,  of  the  fearful  and 
deplorable  increase  of  paupers  5  instead 
of  proposing  any  measure  by  which  might 
be  saved  the  ten  thousand  pounds  a  yeir, 
which  the  Sheridans  draw  from  the  labour  df 
the  people  j  instead  of  measures  of  this  sort, 
he  proposes  schools  and  lodges  for  the  poor. 
They  cry  for  bread,  and  he  would  give  theiil 
a  primmer :  they  ask  for  freedom,  and  h0 
would  give  them  a  badge.  Never,  Gentle; 
men,  let  us  lose  sight  of  this  nian.  He  ha* 
been,  and  he  is,  our  worst  enemy  j  as  it  is 
usual  with  apostates  to  be  the  most  malicioni 

persecutors. As  to  the  2d  ground,  upod 

which  the  aforementioned  motion  of  Mr. 
Sheridan  was  made  and  supported,  namely, 
that,  when  the  former  postponement  was 
agre«d  to  by  him,  it  was  clearly  understood, 
that  a  liirther  postponement  should  takepbco 
on  account  of  the  circuit,  nothing  ev*er  ^aj 
"more  unfounded.  The  fact  was,  as  itated 
by  lord  Folkestone  in  this  last  debate,  that 
Mr.  Sheridan  could,  with  difficnhy,  b4 
hrouglitto  consent  to  any  delay  at  all  i  and, 
what  he  said  about  the  circuit  was  this:  tha^ 
If  th?J  delay,  then  proposed,  took  place,  tb« 
consideration  of  the  petition  would  come  on 
just  at  the  time  when  the  counsellors  wert 
ullgoin^  upon  tlie  circuit,  and  thathe  siip* 
posed,' /Ae  petitioners  would  then  apply  for  a 
further  postponement,  as  a  decent  way  ot 
letting  the  matter  drop.  Peter  Moore  (don  t 
laugh,  Gentlenien!);  Peter  Moore,  the 
chairman  of  Mr.  Styeri dan's  famed  commit- 
tee ;  the  man  who  was  selected  as  the  fit  in- 
atrument  to  publish  a  private  and  garbUi 
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correspondence ;  this  man'  is,  hj  the  news- 
papers, said  to  have  observed,  that  he  dearly 
understood,  that  a  farther  postponehient,  oil 
account  of  the  circuit,  was  agreed  upon; 
and  that,  if  that  had  not  been  the  case,  he 
should  have  advised  his  **  Right  Honour^ 
able**  Friend  not  to  consent  to  the  former 
postpoiiemient.     Now,   Gentlemen,   this  is 
the  very  man  who  so  stretched  his  throat  at 
the  hustings  and  the  dinners  in  extolling  the 
purity  of  the  proceedings  of  his  party  5  and 
•who  had  the  impudence  to  assert^  that,  on* 
the  part  of  Mr.  PaCiU,  there  were  hundreds 
-rf  bad  votes  !  Who,  that  knew  nothing  of 
-the  man,  would  tiot  suppose,   (hat  he  would 
liave  panted  for  the  moment,  when,  as  no- 
tninee,  or  meiiiber  of  parliament,  he  might 
liave  scouted  your  complaints,    and  repaid 
yoo,  in  part,  at  least,  for  the  contempt  and 
•corn  which  you  bestowed  upon  him  ?  Pa- 
tient Gentleman  !  He  is  willing  to  wait  for 
the  day  o(  retribution  with  as  much  resigna- 
tion as  he  waits  for  a  place,  even  though  his 
fbllow  labourer.  Sir  Philip  Francis,   (whA, 
after  having,  by  all  \hit  secret  means  in  his 
power,  urged  Mr.  Paull  on  to  the  prosedl- 
tian  oif  Lord  Wellesley,  went  to  Cftveftt 
•<5arden,  on  the  very  first  day  of  the  eleclio6, 
mid  gave  his  vote  ^inst  him)  has  eot  both  a 
place  and   a  ribbon.    The  proclanvitions, 
which,  upon  backs  of  letters.  Sir  Philip  had 
prepared  for  his  faithful  and  loyal  people  6f 
Buenos  Ayres,  he  may  now  tie  up  in  hit  red 
ribbon,  and  lay  them  by  upon  some  dfy 
shelf  ^  and,  if  he  pleases,  he  may  clap  hirt- 
self  down  by  the  side  of  them  j  but,  as  for 
Peter  Moore,  he  has  not  yet  done  with  U5; 
and,  I  do  hope,  that  we  have  not  yet  ddrte 
with  him.- — ^Wiih  regard  to  the  real  mo- 
tives from  which  this  further  delay  has  been 
moved  for  and  supported,  they  will,  I  hope, 
■  be  made  manifest  to  the  world  in  a  very  few 
tiays^  and,  if  I  am  disappointed  in  this  hope, 
Mr.  Paull  will,  upon  this  occasion,  have  fess 
spirit,  than,  upon  all  other  occasions,  he  has 
discovered.    But,  without  waiting  for  any 
developement  as  to  probable  motives,  there 
is  one  fact,  which,  if  I  be  correctly  inform- 
ed with  respect  to  it,  will,  of  itself,  account 
for  such  great  anxiety  for  procuring  delay ; 
and,  that  is,  that  it  is  intended  to  prorogue 
.  ^e  parliaf/t^nt  some  time  in  the  month  of 
May,     If  this  should  be  the  case,  and,  as 
there  are  no  tax-bills  to  pass^,  I  do  not  see 
why  it  should  not,  the  delay  is,  at  once,  suf- 
ficiently accounted  for  5    because,  then,  it 
•will  be  next  to  impossible,  if  the  prorogation 
take  place  early  in  the  month, .  for  the  peti- 
tion to  be  decided  on  during  this  session  of 
parliament.     But,  if  this  should  so  turn  out, 
--what  shall  we  say  oftbe  part,  which,  accofd- 


ing  to  the  newspaper  reoorts,  my  Lor<^ 
Howick  has  acted  ^  He,  who,  at  the  begin* 
ning  of  the  session,  would  not  admit  of  a 
moment's  delay  in  such  cases;  and  who, 
even  while  he  is  supportiiq^  this  motion,  ts 
made  to  say,  that  it  is  an  extremely  delicate 
thing  to  keep  back  decisions  on  such  points  ? 
Hiere  was,  indeed,  a  time,  my  Lord  Howick, 
when  the  epithet  delicate  would  not  have 
been  applied  to  it.  There  was  a  time,  my 
lord,  when  you  would  not,  in  such  terms, 
have  spoken  of  such  an  act.  Yes,  Gentle- 
men, &ere  was  such  a  time,  but  that  time  is 
passed,  never  to  return.  Lord  Howick  wiH 
never  again  be  the  champion  of  the  rights  of 
the  people. 

Having  now,  Grentlemen,  submitted  to 
you  all  t!>ai  I  think  it  necessary  to  trouble 
you  with,  upon  this  subject,  until,  perhaps, 
some  further  proceedings  in  yoar  case  shaH 
have  taken  place,  I  shall,  for  the.  present, 
conclude  with  earnestly  exhorting  you  to 
bear  in  mind  the  injuries  and  insults  yoti 
have  r^beived  from  our  enemies  $  to  rememv 
ber  those  enemies  by  name :  to  count  them 
over  frequently,  one  by  one  j  to  ascertain,  ft 
po8sit>le,  who  were  the  persons  that  were 
most  conspicuously  hbstile  to  you  during  tlm 
dectioQ ;  and,  all  this,  that  yoa  may  neve^ 
on  any  account,  be  induced  to  trust  them 
again.  Persevere,  in  the  name  of  your 
country  and  your  children  I  beseech  you  to 
persevere  m  your  applications  for  redress  5 
petition,  even  now,  that  the  meditated  deby 
may  be  shortened;  neglect  nothiqg  ;  act  as 
if  the  life  of  each  individual  of  you  was  at 
stake ;  for,  upon  the  issue  of  this  contest,  all 
that  is  dear  in  the  life  of  a  free  and  indepen- 
dent man  will  depend.  With  those  senti- 
ments of  regird  and  respect,  which  your  con- 
duct during  the  recent  election  impresseii 
upon  my  mind,  ^ 

I  remain. 

Gentlemen, 
Feb.  24,  Your  faithftil  firiend, 

I6O7.  And  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Cobbett* 
P.  S.  Since  the  above  letter  was  wjitten, 
the  following  Petition  has  been  presented  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  by  Lord  Folkejrtone, 
on  the  part  of  Mr.  Paull :  "  The  humble 
"  Petition  of  James  Paull,  Esq.  one  of  the 
"  Candidates  to  represent  the  City  of  West- 
"  minster  at  the  late  Election  for  Mem1>rrs 
''  of  Pariiament  to  serve  for  the  said  City, — 
"  She>*'eth,  That  at  the  said  Election  the 
"  Right  Honourable  Richard  Brinsle}'  She- 
'*  ridan  was  retum;*d  a  member  to  serve  in 

**  parliament  for    the  said    city ^Thnt 

*'  your  Petitioner  presented  a  Petition    to 
''  this  Honourable  Houiic,   u^aiiist  the  R^- 
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*  turn  of  thCBaid  R.  B.  Sheridan,  charging 
'*  bitn,  among  other  thingt,  with  having 
•'  procured  the  same  by  means  of  ondue 
«'  and  illegal  influence^  by  threats  and  me- 
*'  naces>  and  by  divers  acts  of  bribery  and 
*'  corrnptron.— That  the  said  Petition  va« 
*'  appointed  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
''  on  the  24tli  day  of  this  instant  month  of 
*'  February. — ^That  thisHonourable  House 
*'  thought  fit,  at  the  instance  of  the  said  JL 
"  fi.Sberidany  to*postpone  the  considei'alion 
*'  of  the  saSd  Petitron  until  the  1 4th  d^  a( 

**  Aprii  now  next  ensuing. -Tliat  your 

'*  Petitioner  has  lately  discovered  that  the 
*'  said  R.  B.  Sheridan,  in  defiance  of  the 
^  standing  Orders  of  this  House,  and  to  ibc 
'*  onanifest  subversion  of  every  principle  of 
^*  justice,  has,  by  divers  nefarious  wa)rS  and 
**  means,  tampered  with  and  endeavonred  to 
"  corrupt,,  and  has  attempted  to  persuade 
'*  and  to  deter  and  hinder,  certain  persoifn 
'^'  whom  your  Petitioner  intended  and  still 
''  intends  to  examine,  and  who  are  and  will 
''  be  material  witnesses  upon  the  tri^l  of  tlie 
**  said  Petition/  from  appearing  on  tiie  day 
[t  whai  the  said  Petition  shaU  be  beEHrd,  an4, 
*'  from  giving  tlieir  unbiassed,  or  any, 
♦   testimony  on  behalf  of  your  Petitioner, 

I'  and  against  the  said  R.  B.  Sheridan. 

*'  That  one  Wm«  Drake  wss  and  stiH  ^a 
*'  material  witness  summoned  on  behalf  of 
"  your  petitioner,  and  that  the  said  Wna. 
"  brake  having,  on  or  about  the  1 0th  day 
^*  of  this  instant  February,  informed  the 
*'  said  J\.  B.  Sheridan,  that  he  had  been  so 
**  summoned,  and  having  inquired  of  him 
*'  the  course  be  was  to  pursue,  the  said 
"  R.  B.  Sheridan  told  him  to  leave  that 
''  business  to  him,  that  he  would  procure 
**  htm  a  situation  abroad,  and  would  also 
*'  provide  forr  the  father  of  the  said  Wm. 
^    Drake,   and  added,  that  the  said  Wra. 

*  Drake  might  have  any  tnoney  he  pleased, 
"  and  wished  the  sai  J  Wm.Drake  to  keep  out 
'*  of  the  way,  and  endeavoured  ta  pefsUade 
"  the  said  Wm.  Drake  not  to  give,  and  to 

*  intmiidate,  and  deter,  and  hinder  him 
*•  from  giving  complete  ahd  unbiassed  festi- 
*'  mony  before  the  Select  Committee  of 
"  the  facts  known  to  him  relative  to  the 
**  said  election,  and  did  offer  to  give  money 
"  to  the  said  Wm.  Drake  fur  him  to  pro- 
'•  cure  for  the  said  R.  B.  Sheridan  a  ciirlflin 
*'  letter,  in  the  possession  of  one  Emanuel 
'*  Harris,  and  which  letter  tlie  said  Ema- 

*  nu^l  Harris  had  been  required  by  an 
*'  order  of  the  right  hon.  the  Speaker  to 
''  produce  before  the.  said  committee  3  and 
*'  tliat  tlie  smd  R.  B.  Sheridan  did  also,  on 
^  or  about  Thursday  the  igth  day  of  Fe- 
*J  bruary  instant^  a^^iu  offer  the  said  Wm^ 


**  Drake  money,  and  a  situation  of  profit^ 
•"  with  the  same  view,  and  did  likewise* 
"  on  the  last -mentioned  day,  endeavour  to 
"  persuade  one  Thomas  Weatherhead,  not 
"  to  give  an  unbiassed  testimony  on  th# 
"  trial  of  the  said  petition.  And  that  on« 
*'  Alex.  Jo&nstone,  ©ne    Frederic  Hon^aDj. 

^  one Edwards,   and  divers  othe9» 

"'  the  agents  and  partisans  of  the  said  R.  B. 
"  Sheridan,  did  also  tamper  with  the  said 
"  Wm.  Drake,  and  endeavour  to  perstiadc 
*'  and  to  deter,  and  to  hinder  him  frpm  giv- 
^  ing  hi«j  unbiassed  testimony  before  the  sai4 
"  committee  ;  and  that  the  said  Alex.  Johoi* 
'*  stone  and  Frederic  Homan  did  also  et»- 
"  deavour  to  persuade  and  induce  the  saicf 
**  Wra.  Drake  to  procure  the  aforesaid  kv- 
'^  ter  from  the  said  Emanuel  Harris  — That 
"the  said  R.  B.  Sheridan,  hy  one  Henry 
'•Burgess,   one  James  Wallace,  and  one 
"  John  GaUant,  and  divers  others  his  agent* 
"  and  partizans,  did  also  tamper  with  divett 
*'  other  witnesses  summoned  by  your  pet>- 
**  tioner  to  give  testimony  on  his  behalf.: 
**  and  in   particular   that  the  said  James 
**  Wallace  and  John  Gaikmt  did  inform  one 
*'  Wm.  Sperring,  one  Wm.  Warren,  one 
•'  Jeremiah  James,  one  John  Pullen>  one 
''  D-aniel  Richardson,  one  John  Balam,  aivl 
*^  one  Christopher  Richardson,   whom  be 
*'  knew   had  been  so  summooed,   that  it 
"  was  intended  to  move  this  honourab^ 
*'  house  to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
•'  the  said  petition  until  a  fature  day,  l?y 
*'  which  means  the  orders  to  attend  the 
*'  said  committee,    whh  which  they  had 
'*  been  served,  would  be  invalid  and  of  no 
"  use  J    and  that  if  it  were  postponed  bi>t 
'*  for  one  day  there  would  be  time  for  them 
*'  ail  to  get  out  of  the  way  to  avoid  their  being 
'*  served  a  second  time,  and  added,  that 
"  when   they  had  succeeded  in  putting  it 
"  off,  each  person  should  have  money  to  go 
*'  out  of  tlie  way  to    prevent  his  being 
<^  summoned  ;  and  your  petit i  ;ner  has  been 
*'  informed  and  verily  believes  that  the  said 
"  \Villiam    Sperring,   Daniel   Richardson, 
"  and  William  Wanen  are  now  out  of  the 
''•  way,  and   have  been  pursuaded   and  in- 
''  dnced  so  to  do  by  the  means  aforesaid. — 
"  That  the  said  R.  B.  Sheridan,  and  the 
*'  several  persons,  agents,   and    partizans, 
'*  aforesaid,  with  divers  others,   have  con- 
"  spired  together,  in  manner  aforesaid,  and 
'*  in  divers  other  ways,  Jbr  the  purpose  of 
"  depriving   your    petitioner    of  his    just 
''  right,  and  preventing  him  from  establish- 
"  ing  by  his  witnesses  before  a  committee 
*'  of  your  Honourable  House,  his  claim  to 
'*  represent  the  said  City  of  Westminster, 
<<  «>-All  which  trantacUonfi  of  the  said  R.  B. 
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"  Sbcridab,  liis  agentt,  abd  pardzans/are, 
**  to  the  great  'mjory  of  your  petitioner,  in 
*f  napifett  violation  of  the  standing 
-"  iMrders  of  this  Hbnaorable  House,  ia  de- 
**  fiaBoe  of  justice,  in  breach  of  the  law, 
^  and  to  4ht  atter  destruction  of  equal 
^  trial.— Yoor petitioner  therefore  |>rays  that 
"  he  may  be  permitted  to  prove  the  fads 
^  above  stated,  at  thei>ar  of  this  Honoum- 
^  ble  House;  that  he  way  ibe  heard  by  his 
^'  counsel  at  the  bar,  and  that  this  Honoura- 
^  ble  Ho«se  will  take  its  witnesses  under  its 
'^  protection,  and  give  such  *eliet*  as  in 
^  jtistice  shall  to  this  Honourable  House 
**  aeen  £t.  And  your  petitioner  shall  ever 
*f  pray,  ice."— —Jambs  Pau^l. — Leruhih 
Feb.  25,  1807. 

Upon  this  these  requiiaes  no  cominent. 
The  honest  part  of  mankind  has  only  to 
cead^it,  or  hear  it.  On  the  proceedings  ia 
the  House  upon  this  occasion,  ac  well  as 
vpon  the  ^oier  divi^iion,  some  j:emark6 
aball  be  o^ed  w  my  next. 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS.         ^ 
Paoceboin&s  jn  Parliament.     (Contl- 

pued  from  page  29.5) 1.  Finance  Plan. 

II.     Barrack    Abuses.      III.    Westminster 
ElectiotL    IV.  Sugar  TrxuU.  V.  Poor  Laws. 
I.  Upon  the  Finance  Plan  there  have 
heen  several  debates*    On  the  12th  iiistant. 
Lord  Castlereagh,  at  the  dose  of  a  very  long 
speech,  in  which  he  expressed  his  disappro- 
bation of  the  new  plan  of  the  ministers,  ^nd 
ID  which  he  asserted^  that  the  said  plan,  if 
persevered  in,  would  ruin  the  country,  moved 
po  less  than  ten  resokitions  of  his  own,  which 
resolutions  will,   in  their  .proper  place,  be 
found  in  the  Parliamentary  Debates.    Be* 
ibre  men  argue,  they  should,  if  possible, 
come  to  a  perfect  understanding  as  to  the 
meaning  of  the  words,    expressive  of  the 
Ihjng,  upon  which  tliey  are  about  to  argue. 
Sqr  the  want  of  this  preliminary  step,  upon 
ibe  occasion  referred  to,  the  xeader  of  the 
jdebate;s  in  question  is  at  great  loss  to  form 
ilia  opinion  as  to  the  consequences  of  the 
plan^  for,  we  are  not  precisely  informed, 
nor  is  it  very  easy  for  us  to  ^ess,  what  my 
Xiond  Castlereagh  may  mean  hy  the  words 
M^iionM  rmn.    These  words  our  ancestors 
would  have  applied  to  a  state  of  things,  in 
^v^bich  one-seventh  part  of  the  people  were 
paupers^  in  which  the  poor   rates    levied 
lupon  the  land  amounted,  upon  aa  average, 
:lo  twice  the  rack  rent  of  the  land  ^  in  Which 
-tl^  tax  upon  the  land  was  put  up  to  public 
stie,  part  of  ^every  man*s  land  be'rug  thus  ta- 
Jceu  from  him,  while  entails  were  broken  in 
dpon,  and  while  part  of  the  real  property  of 
$jm  Ctoxh  was  alienated  for  ever  >  m  which 
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every  article  of  thenecessaiies  of^Ufe  waa 
loaded  with  taxes ;  and  in  which  a  system . 
of  excise,  with  all  its  spies  and  informers, 
left  no  man's  house  fur  one  hour  safe  from 
official  invasion;  in  which  every  man  was 
•compelled  to  pay  to  the  one-tenUi  part  of  his 
annual  income,  the  man  who  had  no  incoma 
but  what  arose  from  an  -annuity  for  life,  or 
from  his  labour,  being  obliged  to  contribute 
therefrom  in  the  same  prqportion  as  a  maa 
whose  income  arose  from  a  Aneeliold  estate, 
and,  such  being  the  regulations  of  die  im- 
post, that  the  taxers  were  authorised  to  im« 
pose  upon  each  man  a  sum  accordbg  to  their 
pleasure,  i^  being  obliged  to  pay  first  and  to 
appeal  afterwards,  being  forbidden  to  call  ta 
his  assistance  any  attorney  or  person  learned 
^  \n  the  law,  and  his  appeal,  in  tiie  last  resort, 
being  to  the  fudges  alone,  andnotto  a  jury, 
and  even  to  those  Judges  no  other  represen- 
tation of  his  being  permitted  to  be  made^ 
than  that  made  by  the  taxers  themselves.  If 
such  a  state  of  things  internal  had  i^een  des- 
cribed to  our  forefatliers,  and,  if,  in  addition 
thereunto,  tliey  had  been  told,  that  France 
had  possessed  herself  of  absolute  «way  ia 
every  country  bordering  upon  the  Ewopeau 
seas,  and  that  a  large  body  of  foreign  troops 
were  stationed  ki  the  heart  of  England,  un« 
der  the  command  of  foreign  officers ;  if  suclx 
a  state  cf  things  had  been  described  to  oyr 
forefathers,  w6uld  'they  not  have  laughed  ia 
the  face  of  a  man,  who  should  have  express- 
ed his  apprehensions  of  approaching  national 
ruin;  and,  espepiaUy,  if  those  apprehensions 
arose  from  the  adoption  of  a  plan  of  finance, 
which  would  put,  for  the  present,  at  lea^t,  a 
stop  to  the  increasing  progress  <of' taxation  ? 
^uin  to  the  stockholders  may  yet  come,  and 
come  it  will  j  ruin  to  placemen  and  pen* 
sioners  and  syqpphants  and  jobbers  and  pe- 
culators and  .nabobs  may,  and  wiD,  come  ; 
much  confusion,  and  much  suffering  to  ma- 
ny, inay  come 4  and,  it  is  possible,  that,  frond 
without,  the  lash  of  absolute  personal  slavery 
may  reach  us  j  but,  as  to  general  internal  na- 
tional ruin,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  impossible 
that  it  can  be  more  complete  than  it  now  is. 
Therefore,  while  I  have,  upon  this  «core,  no 
apprehensions  for  the  fiiture,  t  heartily  thank 
the  ministers  for  having  given  us,  not  relic/ 
(that  h  yet  to  come,  and  must  come)  but  a 

pause  in  the  progress  of  taxation. On  the  . 

16th  instant  a  long  debate  took  place  upon 
the  fiesolutions  for  the  new  plan,  which|wera 
passed,  without  a  division,  and  agreed  to,  in 
a  committee  of  the  whole  house.  On  the 
19th  instant,  afifcer  another  debate,  leave  was 
given  to  iKing  m  bills  agreeably  to  the  reso- 
lutions, whkh  resolutions  will  be  inserted  ia 
myaext  mwber,  together^  indeed^  if  I  ca» 
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£nd  rolomy  With  those  of  Lord  Castlereagh. 
—Upon  the  future  probable   eflfects  of 
this  new  plan  we  shall  nave  time  in  plenty 
to  remark  hereafter.    At  present  I  shall  only 
just  notice  one  little  confession,  that  dropped 
from  Lord  Henry  Petty,  /*  tjiat  the  great  be- 
*'  nefit  of  the  sinking  fand,  was,  not  somuch 
*'  tke  hope  it  held  oiU  of  extinguishing  the 
*'  debt,  or  paying  the  interest  for  which  the 
**  pub  Re  foiih  was  pledged;  but,  the  cer- 
**  tainty  it  afforded  of  making  stock  a  war: 
"  ke table  cqmmpdtty,  so  that  the  stockholder, 
•'  go  when  he  pleased  into  the   market, 
'*  should  Jind  a  purchaser  for'  Ids  stock,'* 
This  is  the  true  character  and  description  of 
the  sinking  fund  -,  but,  it  never  was  given  to 
it  before,  that  I  recollect,  except  by  myself. 
It  is  the  vital  principle  of  stock  jobbing.    It 
is  about  eight  millibns  a  year  raised  upon  the 
people  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  the 
price  of  stock,    it  has  no  tendency  whatever 
to  diminish  the  debt )  but,  tends  only  to  ren- 
der borrowing  more  easy,  by  always  provi- 
ding a  market  for  the  stock.    But,  while  his 
Tor<uhip  makes  this  confession,  let  him  no 
longer  laugh  at  the  old  woman,  who,  in  or- 
der to  keep  up  the  price  of  her  eggs,  gave 
her  daughter  money  to  come  into  the  market 
fo   purchase   them.     Sir  James    Pulteney 
i  enried  to  wish  that  the  sinking  fund  shoold., 
altogether,  be  diverted  to  the  service  of  the 
year.    Ah !  Sir  James,  that  is  just  what  I 
i)roposed,  when  the   inscrutably  profound 
Mr,  Aldington,  now  Lord  Viscount  Sid- 
tnouth  (it  is  very  proper  in  some  people  to 
change  their  names),  at  the  outset  of  this 
war,  said,  that  he  should  want  to  borrow 
only  just  as  much  every  year  as  the  sinking 
fund  would  pay  off.     *'  Well,  Sir,'*  said  I, 
'*  then,  why  borrow  anv  at  all  ?  Why  not 
**  apply  the  sinking  fund  to  the  services  of 
*'  the  year,  during  the  war,  and  save  the 
*'  trouble  and  expense  attending  the  making 
*'  and  the  managing  of  new  loans  ?*'  Thfs 
was  niy  proposition  5  and,  would  you  believe 
1:,  Sir  James,  the  Pittites  actually  called  me 
an  assassin,  that  wished  to  rip  up  the  vitals 
of  my  country  J  and  Mr.Shendan  asserted, 
that  I  wished  to  overthrow  the  government ! 
No  ofience,  however,  do  they  seem  to  take 
at  yt)ur  proposition.     You  called  yotirs  a 
flan,  Sir  James,  and  a  most  excellent  plan 
It  is.    I  am  decidedly  for  y«ar  plan.    Bring 
it  forward  in  a  shape  for  regular  discussion, 
and,  if  you  do  not  put  your  opponents  to 
shame,  I  will  be  content  to  pass  fi)r  an  ideot. 
< — ; — ^I'he  part  which  the  daily  newspapers 
have  taken  as  to  the  new  plan  is  truly  wor- 
thy of  their  general  cbaraciter.    the  paf>er8 
\ii]der  the  controul,  direct  or  indirect,  of  the  \ 
'm^\9Xty,  have,  of  coarse  afptetided  the  |>lib,  j 


not,  hoiwever)  upon  the  girmiifl,  that  it  will 
operate  to  the  ease  of  the  people,  bat,  as  a 
proof  of  die  great  wisdom  of  *'  his  Majesty's 
•*  confidential   servants."       The   Cooiier, 
which  seems  to  be  ail  *'  tiie  Opposition" 
can  afFbrd  to  maintain,  thought,  at  first,  that 
it  must  join  in  the  geaeral  cry  of  appmba* 
tion,  especially  as  the  Pittites  dkl  not  venture 
to  express  a  contrary  sentiment.    But  now  it 
has  discovered,  that  the  plan,  **  which,'*  to 
use  its  own  vtrords,  "  gave  such  incootio- 
"  Vertible  proof  uf  the  Nourishing  state  of 
"  our  financial  concerns  5    that  the   plan, 
*'  which  had,  in  an  instant,  given  the  lie  to 
*'  all  the  gloomy  predictions  of  Jack  Cade** 
(meaning  me,  reader)  3  *^  -  that  the  plan, 
"  which  would  effectually,  and  forever,  si*' 
'*  lence  ail  our  internal  croakers^  and  that 
**  would  plunge  Buonapart6  in  despair ;  tkat 
"  the  pk^,  ^ich,  coming  in  conjiuictioa 
*^  with  the  intelligence  of  the  defeat  of  the 
**  F^Dch,  had  prcKluced  such  univeroal  joy 
**  and  activity  amongst  all  ranks  of  people* 
'*  that  the  day  on  which  the  glad  tidings  ar« 
"  rived,  though  the  anniversary  of  tbe  de»th 
*^  of  the  Blessed  Martyr,  was  scarcely  per- 
•'  ceived  to  be  a  holy  day :"  xh\S  plan,  d)ii 
very  plan,  by  this  very  same  newspaper,  is 
now  described  as  the  *'  ofl^pring  of  sanguine 
and  puerile  folly  j"  as  a  **  deception,"  as 
d  *'  delusion  j"  as  "  a  bait  wherewith  to 
catch  unmerited  popularity  j"  and,  finally, 
as  big  with  the  utter  and  unnecessary  "  rum 

of  the  country." Such  is  the  hireling 

daily  press  of  London.  There  are,  1  see,  mo 
new  daily  papers,  the  Aurora  and  the  Piht, 
Tiie  name  of  the  latter,  considering  tbe  al- 
lusion which  it  will,  unavoidably,  he  sup* 
posed  to  make,  was  very  injudiciously  cho- 
sen ;  but,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn, 
both  are  perfectly  free  from  corrupt  in- 
flunece,  and  they  contain,  frequently,  arti* 

cles  of  great  merit. It  is  the  daily  -press, 

with  all  the  means  that  its  senseless  editors 
and  greedy  proprietors  make  use  of  to  excite 
imnatural  curiosity,  and  to  inflame  the  pub« 
lie  mind  against  every  unfortunate  creatare 
tliatthe  law  lays  hold  of:  it  is  this^ess, 
which  sticks  at  nothing  to  hicrease  its  pelf, 
that  the  nation  is  chiefly  indebted  to  for  the 
terrible  calamity  that  befel  the  nrjetropolis^ee 
Monday  last,  and  which,  l)esides  the  morta- 
lity ana  the  bodily  suffering  that  has  been 
produced,  has,  at*  course,  created,  in  every 
part  (^  tiie  kingdtim,  a  degree  of  anxiety 
hardly  to  be' describe  by  the  mmostpowft* 
of  elomience.  When  I  reflect  on  thb  i^^ 
her*  01  fathers  end  mothers,  who  had  diil- 
dr^  In  I..cmdon,'and'WlK)had  not  the  means 
'df  sf)cedily  ascertaining  whether  or  not 
'Aosechildfeo  ^ieoe  jamongsc  the  ittiietefi)^ 
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tnd  when  I  reflect  'on  the  disgnce  which 
ffRb  an  oGCsrcesce  cailt  upoo  tho  mtioa ; 
can  I  forbetr  to  eseerttie  thoe  •tirrm-iip  c£ 
ao  unnatonl  and  even  iT  bkxxtrthirsljr  curio- 
sity^ IheK  detestable  prmtt  aoeni  to  delight 
in  refaituig  horrid  deeds.  ^  Hi^  wetn  to  de- 
light in  puntflhroent.  TliejF  freqaently  hnnt^ 
at  in  the  case  o€  Fitfch,  a  man  from  me  first 
^wn  of  snsfHcton  to  the  moment  when  his 
eyes^are  doied  in  the  night  of  death.  W&re 
there  upon  earth  a  fiitber  so  wicked  as  to 
wish,  to  pervert  the  minds  of  his  children,  to 
■aake  thena  incapable  of  disdnguishing  be- 
tween good  and  bad>  to  render  them  at  once 
pto^igateandgreedj,  aenrile  and  insolent  by 
tarns ;  in  a  word,  to  make  them  a  disgrace 
mad  a  corse  to  hamanity,  the  most  e0eetual 
means  of  socceedingin  the  diabc^ical  wish 
wocdd  be  to  make  them  coostantlj  read*  and 
adopt  what  they  read  in  the  cdhimns  of  the 
London  daily  pvess.— *^B^giogthe  reader's 
pardon  for  having,  tiuis>  |Mlai  digression 
npoD  d^nssion,  I  now  retmn  to  the  Pro- 
ceedings in  Anrliamentw-— «II.  The  subject 
of  BAasACK  Abuses  was  revived  by  Mr. 
lobaon,  on  the  18th  instant.  H^iepeated 
the  fifat  of  hit  motions,  made  lasc  yea^,  and 
to  be  ibond,  nnder  the  heafl  of  Barrack 
^htfer,  iaVolameX.  He  stared,  ^' that,  if 
"  his  snmstions,  npon  this  sobject,  had>  at 
''  first,  Men  acted  upon,  more  than  two 
**  mtlMom  woold,  thereby,  have  been  saved 
^  to  the  public  ont  of  the  hire  of  buildings, 
"  the  repairs  of  buildings,  and  the  rent  of 
'^  temporuy  barracks.  In  the  Second  He- 
*'  ^on  of  Military  Inquiry  there  appeared  a 
"  case  which  he  should  refer  to  in  support 
"  of  this  assertion.  It  was  there  stated, 
'**  that  a  Mr.  Page,  who  became  Barrack 
''  master  at  Winduxter,  in  1801,  leaguing 
"with  a  ilfr.  Green,  a  lawyer,  bought  a 
''  house,  which  had  been  before  rented  as  a 
"  barrack,  for  £63,  per  ann.  bat  which  was 
"  not  tvorth  more  than  i£dO;  after  which 
*^  Ike  government  had  been  .charged  ,6 163. 
"  per  annum  Jbr  it.  The  whole  sum  that 
**  had  been  paid  for  this  barrack,  since  the 
•'  year  1791,  amounted  to  s€l779'  though, 
**  accoriUng  to  the  usual  allowance  to  offi- 
"  cers,  only  gSss,  lOs.  ought  to  have  been 
*'  paid  for  it,  as  it  did  not  appear  that  the 
*'  barrack  had  been  occupied  by  i^Soers  for 
*'  more  than  one  year  of  the  whole  term. 
*'  lliis  certainly  called  for  inquiry.  He 
^*  begged  also  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
*'  House  to  the  case  of  a  Barradc  caHed 
"  tbeQueen*s  Barrack,  atWeymonth,whioh 
*'  be  had  visited  in  the  middle  ^Sepsend>er« 
"  This  barrack  contained  700),  and  some- 
*'  times  800  meui  and  though  so  great  ex* 
**  pence  was  incurred,  the  aeeommodationa 
^  ibr  ^M  effi^crs  and  men  were  jtitremekr 
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'*  bad.  The  bailding  was  in  a  low  situation, 
1'  in  a  oarro^y  street,  near  a  public  brew- 
**  house,  wUbout  any  coovenience  of  water, 
"  but  from  a  pump,  which  was  at  a  distance 
"  and  often  dry,  aod  without  auy  place  for 
*'  exercising  a  company,  90  that  sixty  guinea^' 
'*  a  year  were  paid  for  a  piece  of  land,  at  a 
"  considerable  distance,  for  that  purpose. 
*'  The  stories  of  the  building  were  bat  five 
"  feet  high,  and  extremely  inconvenient, 
**  and  there  were  no  drains  to  carry  oft  the 
*'  filthy  water.  He  was  sure,  when  he  stated 
*'  these  circumstances,  that  his  friends 
'*  would  not  think  him  too  anxious  in  pre^- 
''  sing  the  inquiry.  In  bringing  the  ques- 
'^  tion  forward,  be  did  not  mean  to  impute 
**  blame  to  any  man ;  the  evil  originated  \fk 
*'  a  corrupt  system,  from  which  it  had  grown 
**  up  to  its  present  extent,  and  bis  Majesty^s 
*'  ministers  say  they  had  not  yet  had  time  to 
"  take  tbenecessary  measures  for  preventipg 
"  the  state  of  the  barracks  from  being  a  r^- 
*'  proacb  to  the  country.  But  when  would 
**  that  desirable  day  come?  He  knew  not 
**  whether  the  barrack  he  had  adverted  to 
''  was  rented  or  bad  been  purchased,  but 
'*  his  motion  would  reach  that  fact  It  \v\is 
**  unnecrssary  for  him  to  state  to  the  House 
*'  the  necessity  of  economy.  He  understood 
**  that  the  Barrack  Department  in  Ireland 
"  was  in  as  bad  a  state  as  in  Great  Britain, 
^'  and  1m  was  the  more  alarmed  at  this,  be* 
''  cause  he  looked  at  the  expenditure  of  that 
'*  country  in  the  gross,  which  was  npw 
"  nearly  equal  to  the  charge  for  Great  Bri- 
'*  tain,  and  could  not  but  reflect,  that  15  «e- 
^'  venteenths  of  whatever  sums  should  be 
'^  expended  for  barracks  in  Ireland,  would 
''be  to  be  defrayed  by  taxes  levied 
'*  upon  the  peo|4e  of  this  country."  ■  - 
Mr.  Robson  then  made  his  motion,  which 
Lord  Howick,  in  the'true  Pitt  manner,  op- 
posed, upon  the  ground  of  their  being  no  ne^ 
cessity  far  it,  as  there  were  commissioners  a|  m 
pointed  to  make  the  inquiry,  and  also  upon 
the  ground  of  the  trouble  which  the  acting 
upon  the  motion  would  give  to  the  Barrack 
Department!  Mr.  Robson  said,  in  reply, 
"  that  the  papers  he  called  for  could  be 
"  produced  in  ope  day  j  and  if^iot,  that  the 
''  House  ought  not  to  separate  without  an 
"  inquiiy  why,  in  a  department  in  which 
**  ^e  hundred  and  ninety -one  persons  were 
"  employed,  the  accounts  could  not  be  pro- 
'*  duocd  without  delay  ?  In  his  own  defence 
''  he  should  state,  that  a  motion  which  he 
*'  had  the  honour  to  make  last  session,  rtla- 
''  tive  to  one  district,  had  had  the  effi^ot  of 
**  lowering  the  rents  of  barracks  in  that  dis* 
*'  trict  mie-haif,  and  he  had  a  right  to  ex- 
'*  pect  a  similar  reduction  in  every  other  dis, 
"  trio.**— 7-^1^?  motion  was  rejected  wiihm 
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vut  a  division !  And  here,  again,  we  see  the 
reformer,   the  parliamentary  reformer.  Lord 

Howick  ! The  Commissioners  will  never 

corae  at  the  facts,  which  Mr.  Robson  has  in 
contemplation.  If  'his  motions  were  agreed 
to,  and  honestly  acted  upon,  they  would  pro- 
duce a  disgorging  of  not  less  than  two  mil- 
lions of  plunder.  But,  then,  how  many 
■#nug  fortunes  would  this  disturb !  How  ma- 
'ny  genteel  families,  the  daughters  of  which 
pre  learning ,  to  play  upon  the  piano-forte, 
and  the  sons  of  which  are  receiving  a  genteel 
education,  upon  the  strength  of  promises  to 
*be  enabled  to  become  Wood-suckers  as  iheir 
fathers  have  been  j  how  many  ne^ts  of  this 

f  'rt  would  this  cruel  man  ferret  out ! Of 

u^r.  Page  and  Many  Green  of  Winchester, 
the  Banack  history  is  curious.  It  shall  be 
related  in  a  fliture  number,  when  the  public 
will  see,  that  it  was  not  in  the  regular  course 
of  official  inquiry  that  the   discovery  was 

'  made. III.  Of  the  discussion  relating  to 

the  Westminster  Petition  I  have  thought 
it  best  to  take  notice  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
the  petitioners,  and  which  letter  will  be 

f  mnd  at  the  head  of  this  sheet. IV.  To 

atford  seme  relief  to  the  Suoar  and  Rxtm 
Trade  a  bill  has  been  brought  into  parlia- 
ment to  augment  the  duty  upon  brandy  im- 
ported ;   and  spme    regulations  are    to  be 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  aiding,  the  sale  of 
sugar.    This  measure  may  do  some   little 
matter  for  the  West  Indians  3  but,  in  a  na- 
'  tional  point  of  view,  it  is,  I  think,  impossi- 
~  ble  that  it  should  be  attended  with  any  be- 
nefit.    It  is  like  the  sinking  fund  scheme  ^ 
what  is  given  with  one  hand  it  taken  away 
with  the  other.    There  was,  hoM'Cvcr,  an 
'  observation  or  two  made  in  the  H^use  of 
Commons,  when  the  measure  was  pioposed^ 

•  that  are  worthy  0/ attention.  Mr.  Rose  (an 
old  hartd  at  this  work),  said,  that  the  price  of 

•"  brandy  being  now  about  seventeen  shillings  a 
ffdlon,  and  the  original  cost  being  only  about 
half  a  crown,  all  the  rest  being  duty,  any  ad- 
ditional duty  would  be  a  temptation  to  smvg- 

'  gling;  that  is  to  say^  it  might  tempt  some 
unreasonable  and  wicked  scoundrels  to 
endeevou^r  to  get  a  gallon  of  brandy  for 
half- a- crown,  instead  of  nineteen  shil- 
lings. ^'  Aye,**  said  Lord  Henry  Pet- 
ty, with  all  the  vivacity  and  keenness  bc- 

*  longing  to  his  age  and  his  offjce,  "  so*  it 
*'  might,  but  his  Majesty's  ministers  have  it 
•'  in  contemplation  to  reward  those  able  and 
c'  meritorious  gentlemen,  the  excise  and 
"  custom  house  officers,  by  allotting  them  a 

■    «'  share  in  all  the  prized  they  may  make,whe- 
*'  tlier  by  land  or  sea.**  Xhi»  i«  acting  upon  - 
-    the  true  belligerent  principle.    It  is  treating 


theyactuidly  make  war  against  the  saciel 
principle,  that  it  is  the  doty  of  ev^ery  man  to 
fay  taxes,  till  he  has  not  a  shirt  left  to  hit 
back.    But,  our  vigilant  and  vigorous  cfaan* 
cellor  does  not  stop  here ;  for,  in  answer  to 
apprehensions,  expressed  by  Mr.  Rose,  da- 
ring the  debate  upon  the  Finance  Plan,  that 
certain  of  the  war-taxes,  now  to  be  mortga- 
ged, would  fall  off  in  amount  at  the  peace 
(for  he  really  talked  of  peace  in  the  usual 
strain  !),  our  blithe  Chancellor  told  him,  not 
only  of  the  above-mentioned  scheme  of  en- 
couraging the  revenue  officers  to  act  with 
new  vigour,  but  that,  as  a  large  miliiary  es- 
tablishment would  be  necessary  in  time  of 
peace,  the  troops  might  be  employed  upon 
the  same  service,  and  encouraged  by  the 
same  means;  and  that,  thus,  the  revenue  and 
the  military  force  would  be  a  mutual  sup^ 
port  to  each  other ! '  Loving  and  tender  reci- 
procity! Blessed  state,  wherein  for  ape(H 
pie,  who  boast  of  their  freedom,  to  eust ! 
Pitts*  system  was  sharp  enough  j  but,  we 
have  never  yet  seen  the  bayonet  at  the  door 
of  the  brewhouse,  the  distillery,  the  wine 
vault,  or  the  malt^kiln.     The  taxgatberer 
and  exciseman  have,  we  know,  the  constable 
at  their  elbow  and  the  soldier  in  reserve ; 
but,  hitherto,  we  have  not,  at  any  rate,  seen 
them  come  actually  at  the  bead  of  a  troop.— 
V.  In  the  meanwhile,  however,  as  it  were 
for  the  purpose  of  reconciling  the  ignorant 
to  this  state  of  "  improvement,**  as  his  lord- 
ship called  it,  Mr.  Wiiitbread  is  coming  for* 
ward,  in  grand  solemnity,  with  a  new  plsA 
of  Poor  Laws.      Of  this  plan,  as  deve- 
loped in  the  newspaper  reports,  I  shall  have 
much  to  say,  upon  a  future  occasion  j  at  pre- 
sent I  shall  content  myself  with  giving  it  at 
my  decided  opinion,  that  the  scheme,  except 
as  far  as  it  goes  to  do  away  the  restrictions  as 
to  settlements,  has  in  contemplation  regular 
tions  the  most  absurd  as  well  as  roost  unjust 
that  ever  were  conceived  by  mortal  man.  If 
a  plan  like  this  were  reaUy  to  be  adopted,  h 
for  my  part,  should  not  be  at  all  surprised,  if 
some  one  were  to  propose  the  selling  of  the 
poor,  or  the  mortgaging  of  them  to  the 


\y,  tlie^ou^ht  so  \o  be  copsidercd^  when 


fund-holders. Aye!     yon    may  wince j 

you  may  cry  Jacobin  and  Leveller  as  long  as 
you  please.  I  wish  to  see  the  poor  men  of 
England  what  the  poor  me^i  of  England  were 
when  I  was  born  $  and,  from  endeavouring 
to  accomphsh  this  wish,  nothing  but  the 
want  of  the  means  shall  make  roe  desist. 
This  is,  indeed,  an  important  subject »  ^^^*  * 
promise,  that  itshaU  o<4  he  neglected  by 
me.         . 

Slit  Home  PovoAAf ;  the  Dblicatb  I*' 
vEsT<GATio« :  Ae  Capture  OF  Cuhra- 


the  smugglers  like  ^lien  ottemies  \  and>  sure-  \   coa  f ,  and .  aevcjral  other  t^picaiiUK  b^  ^ 


fiprred  till  aij  eeu^t  she^t. 
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8UOAJI  TBADB. 

Concludedjrom  page  224. 
If  the  prebeat  arrangements  for  this 
pirpoae  are  ravilty,  let  them  be  amended  j 
let  the  duties  on  the  importation  of  foreign 
com ;  the  low  duties  as  well  as  the  high  du- 
ties if  necessary,  be  augmented.  £ut^  wlien 
it  is  proposed  to  permit  the  distillation  of 
British  sugar  and  molasses,  which  will  put 
into  the  pockets  of  our  own  people  some 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  pounds,  now  paid 
to  foreigners  to  purchase  materials  for  distil- 
]ation>  which  we  have  cheaper  of  our  own, 
let  us  not  Impute  to  that  measure  inconve- 
niencies,  which  a  very  small  portion  of  skill 
and  care  will  suffice  to  prevent,  or,  rather, 
which  nothing  less  than  a  total  want  of  skill 
and  care  can  possibly  permit  to  happen. — 6. 
The  old  proportion  between  the  duties  on 
East  Indian  and  West  Indian  sugars  should 
be  restored.  For  the  protection  of  those 
Englishmen  who  had  been  encouraged  to 
invest  their  capitals  in  the  culture  of  sugar  in 
the  English  West  Indian  islands,  and  to  in- 
vite the  investment  of  new  capitals  in  the 
same  object,  and  in  adherence  to  the  system 
of  reciprocal  monopoly,  originally  establish- 
ed in  thie  commerce  between  Great  Britain 
and  thoie  of  her  islands,  while  the  du- 
ties on  the  sugar  of  those  dependencies 
amounted,  as  I  h^ve  already  mentioned,  to 
only  6s.  4d.  per  cwt.  East  Indian  sugar  was 
aubj^ted  to  an  a  valorem  duty  of  nearly 
a&40  per  cent,  which  operated  as  a  total  pro- 
liibition  to  the  importation  of  it  But  within 
the  last  thirty  years,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
duties  on  West  Indian  sugar  have  been  raised 
tm  TJ%.  (and  contingently  to  30s.)  per  cwt^ 
and  the  amount  and  assessment  of  the  duty 
lOO  East  Indian  sugars  have  likewise  been 
com[^etely  changed,  so  that  at  present  there 
is  only  a  very  trifling  difference  (less  I  think 
than  half  a  crown  per  cwt.)  between  the  two. 
In  consequence  of  this>  and  of  the  encreased 
expence  of  cultivating  estates  in  our  West 
Indies,  the  English  planter  is  really  liable  to 
be  driven  out  of  the  English  market  (and  he 
it  prohibited  from  seeking  another)  by  the 
IKigar  of  Ifindostan.  The  quantity  of  the 
latter  of  late  brought  to  England  (according 
to  the  last  account  laid  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  which  I  have  seen)  has  not  In- 
deed been  more  than  seven  and  twenty  hun- 
dred tons  annually ;  and  several  most  intel-^. 
ligent  directors  have  formally  recorded  in  the' 
books  of  tlie  India  House,  their  deliberate 
^nd  decidedoninipn,  that  this  branch  of  trade 
is  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the  Company, 
^od  their  protest  against  the  extension  of  it. 
j^ut  neither  this  fact,  nor  the  actual  modera- 
tipp  9f  tl^  impinrt  fron)-  India^  affords  any 


Wl.-^SugoT  Trade.  [33$ 

permanent  security  to  the  English  planter. 
The  alteration  in  the  proportion  of  the  du« 
ties  (like  the  similar  alteration  in  the  proppr- 
tion  of  those  on  English  rums  and  foreign 
spirits)  was  a  gross  bpeach  of  £iith  towards 
all  those  Englishmen,  who  had  expended 
their  money  in  cultivating  our  sugar  islands, 
confidently  relying  on  that  effectual  prefei- 
ence  in  the  market,  which  had  been  held  out 
to  them  by  parliament,  and  recognised  in 
numberless  instances,  during  upwards  of  a 
hundred  and  twenty  years.  The  alterations 
should  therefore  be  rescindedi  and  the  old 
proportion  restored.  This  may  now  be  ea- 
sily effected,  and  without  any  just  cause  of 
complaint,  or  pretence  of  injury,  on  the  part 
of  the  East-India  Company  :  but  by  delay  it 
may  become  difficult,  nay,  by  a  long  delay  it 
may  evea  be  rendered  harsh  towards  that 
corporation,  if  they  shall  previously  have 
much  enlarged  their  dealings  in  sugar,  iti 
expectation  of  the  continuance  of  the  present 

rates. 7.    It  should  be  pfermitted,  that 

the  manufacture  of  sugar  should  be  com- 
pleted in  the  West- Indies^  by  that  easy  and 
almost  costless  process  of  refinery,  of  which 
the  growere  have  the  means,  lliis  act  of 
natural  justice  would  be  of  great  benefit  to 
the  growers,  to  the  consumers,  and  to  the 
revenue  j  but  as  the  devellopement  of 
this  matter  would  make  this  letter  too 
long,  I  propose  to  make  it  the  subject 
of  a  separate  communication.— Thus, 
Sir,  I  have  set  forth  several  of  the  chief 
grievances,  under  which  the  owners  of 
sugar  estates  in  our  West  Indian  islands  la- 
bour ;  together  with  some  obvious  nKxles  of 
relief,  which  may  be  safely  and  conveniently 
adminisfered  to  their  distresses.  Most  of 
these  modes  of  relief,  will  in  fact,  be  found 
to  consist  simply  in  a  return  to  that  wise  sys- 
tern  of  mutually  beneficial  policy,  in  the 
dealings  of  Great  Britain  towards  this  dasa 
of  her  people,  which  had  so  long  been  main* 
tained,  and  impliedly  guaranteed  by  parlia- 
ment 5  through  confidence  in  the  inviolabi* 
lity  of  which.  Englishmen  were  induced  to 
adverjture  their  capitals  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic;  and  against  which,  strengthen- 
ed as  the  fabric  had  been  by  the  co-operating 
labours  of  successive  legislatures  in  its  sup- 
port ;  consolidated  as  it  was  by  the  prosper- 
ous exprimer  of  noore  than  120  years,  and 
consecrated  as  it  was  by  national  faith;  the 
rash  wickedness  of  adventurous  statesmen 
never  till  within  these  thirty  years  dared  to 
raise  their  unhallowed  hands.  I  haia 
throughout  endeavoured  to  s^void  that  tone 
of  asperity  and  comitation,  which  is  so  na- 
turally excited  from  the  feelings  of  men, 
who  -Bnd'  tfaeinselvps  lmrled|  by  a  cpune  of 
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injoatice,  of  oppressioa,  and  of  cruielty, 
from  aU  tayoymeuU  g£,  patrimonial  af- 
fioeace,  to  the  veiy  threshold  of  beggary.    I 

<  have  good  hopes  in  the  juittice  andwisdom 
of  the  present  administratioa;  I  look  for  proof 
of  these  in  ooqtinuance  of  the  proposed  in- 
troduction of  fli3gar  into  the  distilleries,  and 
in  the  steps  tbejhave  taken  to  rescue  our  West 
Indian  islands  firom  their  dependence  for  ne- 
cessary food  on  provinces^  which  are  known  to 
4)e  under  the  necessity  of  having  recourse  to 
tHher  countries  for  part  of  their  own  food. 
By  means  of  this  dependence  alone,  which 
was  established  little  more  than  20  years 
Hgo,  it  is  a  known  Uuct,  that  in  one  year, 
snany  thousands  of  persons  penshed  by 
funioe  in  the  single  island  of  Jamaica.  One 
thing  more  1  must  however  add.  Xt  is  of 
the  highest  importance^  that  whatever  may 
be  done  for  our  West-India  proprietors, 
Aoold  be  done  on  systematical  principles,  and 
io  teas  circumstances  permit,  with  a  view 
to  permanency.  For  several  years  past,  since 
their  produce  has 'been  loaded  with  such 
anormoQs  dn^,  and  since  the  wise  ancient 
policy,  under  which  their  proaperlty  and  that 
of  their  countrvmen  so  long  went  hand  in 
liand,  has  been  oeparted  from  by  dkninishing 
the  drawback,  by  favouring  foreign  sp'u-its, 
and  by  admitting  £ast-Indian  sugar,  they 
have  been  in  almost  cqpstant  dretSi  of  im- 
pending ruin;  and  thqr  have  in  consequence 
iieen  compelled  every  twelve  or  fifteen 
months  to  teize  the  servant  of  the  crown, 
for  some  new  modification  or  correction  of 
the  mischiefs,  w&ich  these  experimental 
violations  <x£  the  old  and  tried  system  have 
occasioned.  In  any  case  such  a  course  of 
temporizing  shifts  and  ej^pedients  is  bad 
onougb :  -in  this  particular  case  it  is  pecu- 
liar^ odious.  It  has  placed  our  West-Indian 
Intertstin  a  state  of  complete  dependence 

.  on  the  ministry  of  the  day ;  and  it  shocks 
our  best  feelings,  by  driving  Englishmen  of 
laige  heriditary  possessions,  of  liberal  educa- 
cations,  enlightened  minds,  and  independent 
spirit,  to  dance  attendance  at  the  treasury 
Xlike  the  wretched  aliens  of  France  at  Mr. 
Reeve*s  office),  to  beg  the  alms  of  some  new 
connections  interposition,  which  may  for 
imother  3rear  save  themselves  from  a  gaol, 
and  their  fiimtliesfrom  a  poor-house.-^X.X. 

**  LEAaVSn   IJLNQU40X8.*' 

No.  8. 
Sim»-^Believing  there  is  no  enquiry  rti^ 
pecting  education  x)f  .more  importance  than 
<bat  ii^ich  you  have  proposed^  as  to  the  uti- 
lity of  the  leaoied  languages  >  I  hope  ypn 
will  givejne  room  lot  a  hw  lines,  to  state, 
wl^t  tht  jiuestian  is  not }  that  thp  learned 


,-*''  Learmd  Languages.**  [340 

gentlemen  of  the  two  universities  may  not 
bepuzzled.  On  soihe  futurjs  occ^ion  1  shall 
trouble  you  wiUi  some  observations,  on  what 
the  (juestion  is.  Believe  me.  Sir,  it  is  in 
your  power  to  lay  this  question  for  ever  to 
rest :  to  make  the  profession  of  a  know^ 
ledge  of  the  learned  languages,  ahnost  as 
ridiculous,  as  the  profession  of  the  be- 
lief in  witchcraft. — Jt  is  not  a  question 
on  the  merit  or  demerit  of  the  Greek 
or  Latin  authors  ^  on  which,  however, 
much  may  be  said  that  has  never  entered  the 
imagination  of  the  '*  heads  of  houses.*'  Bqt 
this  has  no  necessary  connection  with  the 
present  discussion.  Whatever  excellence 
they  may  contain,  no  one,  in  the  least 
acquainted  with  the  subject,  can  deny, 
that  the  sense  of  these  writers  may  be 
conveyed  through  the  medium  of  transla- 
lations;  and  as  for  the  style,  if  that  cannot 
be  caught  by  persons  who  have  dedicated  a 
great  part  of  tneir  lives  to  the  study  of  those 
languages,  and  who  have  (in  several  in- 
stances), employed  many  years  in  the  trans- 
lation of  particular  works,  how  can  it  be  ex- 
pected ot  those,  whose  public  or  private  du- 
ties, have  not  allowed  them  the  same  learned 
leisure  ?  Either  the  translations  of  Demos- 
thenes, for  instance,  by  Francis  or  Ldand, 
conamunicate  to  the  English  reader,  a  jost 
idea  of  the  sense  and  style  of  that  great  ora- 
tor, or  they  do  not.  And,  if  the  latter,  how 
very  few  individuals  can  possibly  have  time  or 
opportunity,  to  obtain  the  same  degree  of 
skill  in  fhe  Greek  languages,  as  these  trans- 
lators possessed. — If  translations  do  convey 
enough  of  the  meaning  and  spirit  of  the  an- 
tient  authors,  why  should  not  a  P^rtic^ 
class  of  persons  be  so  employed  ?  Why 
should  not  a  few  curious  scholars  so  occupy 
themselves  for  their  own  emolument,  and 
the  benefit,  (if  any,)  of  the  public?  This 
has  been  done  with  great  success  in  the  lan- 
guages of  the  East  J  and  would,  perhaps,  be 
one  of  the  greatest  benefits  of  the  division  of 
labour,  which  many  suspect  to  be  carried  too 
far  on  other  subjects. — But  it  may,  I  believe 
it  has  been,  said,  that  although  we  can  g^*^/ 
the  means  of  translations,  all  that  is  valuable 
in  the  writings  of  the  orators,  philosophers, 
and  historians  of  Greece  and  Rome,  tb* 
beauties  of  their  poets  cannot  be  so  commUB*- 
cated.  Be  it  so.  Where  is  the  loss  ?  Has 
not  every  variety  of  idea— every  turn  of  ex- 
pression, been  adopted  and  naturalize  by 
the  poets  of  our  own  country  ?  Is  there 
not  in  the  Etagljsh  language  far  more  than 
enough  of  excellent  poetry,  than  <^^"^"ffr 
cupy  the  leisure  of  the  most  unemploy^ 
And  who,  but  a  pedantic  fool,  would  not  ra- 
ther yiote  m  agreeable  or  useful  gassaj[«> 
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fi-om  a  langnage  that  would  be  equally  un- 
derstood by  hit  hearers^  whether  assembled 
in  the  houses  of  parliament,  or  sitting  in  the 
domestic  circle  ?  S. 


"   LSARNSD   LANGUAGES. 

No.  9. 
Sia,— — YoQ    ha\^    thrown    down   the 
gauntlet  of  defiance,  and  I  doubt' not  you 
will  find  many  willing  and  able  to  take  it  up. 
The  question  itself  is  not  new:  long  since 
parties  have  arranged  themselves  upon  dif- 
ferent sides,  and  displayed  their  respective 
reasonings  with  all  the  force  they  have  been 
able.    You  have  once  more  revived  the  con- 
trover^,  by  a  bold  and  unqualified  negation, 
couched  in  terms  perhaps  too  general,  but 
which  will  not,  I  apprehend,  obscure  your 
meaning.    For  ray  own  part.  Sir,  an  the  ge- 
neral tendency  of  your  opinion,  I  cordially 
agree  with  you :  for  1  conceive  the  spirit  of 
your  objection  to  be  against  the  language 
not  the  literature  of  the  ancieutsj  and  the 
study  of  the  learned  languages  (as  they  are 
exclusively  called)  merely  with  a  view  to 
ground  arrogant  pretensions  of  superiority 
upon,  has  ever  appeared  to  me  futile  and 
even  contemptible.    The  only  true  and  va- 
luable learning,  as  you  justly  observe,  con- 
sists in  the  possession  of  knowledge,  and  in 
the  power  of  communicating  that   know- 
ledge :  and  in  what  manner  the  acquisition 
of  the  ancient  languages  cm  be  deemed  in- 
dispensibly  necessary  to  this  knowledge,  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  conjecture^     Things  and  not 
tvords  ought  to  be  the  primary  concern  of  a 
rational  being :  and  the  former  are  to  be  ob- 
tained as  weU  in  an  English  as  in  a  Latin  or 
a  Greek  dress.    I  will  take  history  as  an 
example ;  for  this  species  of  composition  is 
principally  conversant  about  those  subjects 
jessential  to  general  and  useful  knowledge. — 
llie  man  who  reads  Livy,  Tacitus,  Sallust, 
Cffisar,  Xenophon.  Thucydides,  &c.  in  their 
original  language,    comes   forward  with  a 
haughty  mien,  with  a  scornful  look^  with  a 
bloated    self-importance,    and     boasts    his 
learning:  I  grant,  his  learning  is  two-fold; 
be  knows  the  facts,  he  knows  also  the  lan- 
guages in  which  those  facts  are  narrated: 
W-the  man  likewise  who  has  read  these  au- 
Inors  in  approved  translations,  or  who  has 
digested  their    essence    in    comprehensive 
compilations,  may  aho  step  boldly  forward 
^with  the  conscious  independence  of  merit, 
.and  with  an  unblanched  countenance  enter 
.the  lists  with  the  nK>re  pompons  linguist.     I 
ask,  in  what  docs  the  boasted  superiority  of 
this  latter  consist  ?  If  in  any  thing  it  consists 
10  this :  where  I  read  citizen  he  reads  civis : 

vbere^^xeadoAi^beie^ds^/}  wh(^rflrcad 
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a  man  of  refined  taste,  he  reads  homo  emunct^ 
naris ;  where  I  perhaps  read  solid  friendship 
consists  in  the  same  desirA^s,  the  same  avtf 
sionSf  he  probably  reads  idem  velle,  idemnol* 
le,  Jirma  ammtia  est :  &c.  &c.     But,  hea- 
vens !  is  this  a  knowledge  upon  which  a 
man  is  to  pride  himself :  is  this  school  boy  ' 
exercise  of  memory,  this  mechanical  opera- 
tion of  the  hum;Hi  faculties,  to  draw  the  line 
between  genius  and  stupidity,  between  eru- 
dition and  ignorance  ?  Is  not  the  real,  the 
essential,  the  useful  ^^nowledge  which  we 
both  possess  equal  ?  Is  not  my  acquaintance 
with  the  general  current  of  events,  with  th# 
causes  that  produced  them,  with  the  conse- 
quences that  resulted  from  ihera,  as  full,  as 
complete,  as  beneficial  as  his  ?  Am  I  Xiox. 
enabled  to  draw  tlie  same  inferences?  To 
make  the  same  applications  ?  To  apply  the 
same  reasonings?  Can  I  not  estimate  with  . 
the  same  accuracy  the  motives  of  the  actors  ? 
Cannot  I  acquire  the  same  general  and  ac- 
cumulated stock,  of  information  ?    In  fact, 
that  useful  knowledge  which  consists  in  the 
concentration  of  events  for  the  purpose  of 
applying  them  by  way  of  comparison,  illus- 
tration, or  argument  when  needful,  is  pos- 
sessed equally  by  both  o£  us:  and  wUIingly 
may  be  resigned  to  the  pedant,  the  empty, 
air-blown,  frivolous  fame  of  possessing  two 
or  three  words  for  the  same  idea,  where  I 
have  only  one.     Perhaps  it  may  be  said,  my 
knowledge  will  not  be  so  accurate,  because 
translators  may  mistake  the  meaning  of  an 
author,  or  may  wilfully  pervert  it :  to  the 
first  objection  I  answer,  I  probably  might  be 
as  mistaken  as  he,  supposing  1  knew  the 
original  5  owing  to  the  obscurity  and  confu-. 
sion  in  which  many  parts  of  the  classics  are 
involved:  and,  as  to  the  seoond,  allowing 
that  a  man  may  occasionally  be  so  warped  by 
prejudice  or  party  as  to  purposely  pervert 
the  meaning  of  an  author,  yet  this  is  not  al- 
ways the  case,  and  others  may  be  found  wlio 
have-nK)re  impartiality,  for  of  almost  all  the 
classics  there  is  more  than  one  translation 
extant.     What  has  been  here  said  of  history 
will  apply  equally  to  ethics,  criticism,  philo- 
sepliy,  dialectics,  &c. — But  with  regard  to 
poetry  and  eloquence^ ,tl)e  case  diiftrs.  Hece 
the  imagination,  ^d  not  the  judgment,  is 
brought  into  play;.   We. are  to  be anaused, 
delighted,  charmed,  but  not  instructed.  We 
are  to  rise  from  perusal,  our  ears  tickled  with 
harmonious  verification,  our  fancies  bewil- 
dered with^  beautiful  imagerj^andj^pt  simi- 
lies,  our  minds,  loaded  with  meta^or,  ana* 
phora,    metonymy,     synecdoche,    dactyls, 
spondees,    iambics,   pyrrhics,  amphibrachs 
and  a  chaos    of  abstract    personifications, 
which  are  iixdced  ixifiuitdyaoiusbg  -and  oI« 
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ten  cnriapturc  the  bouI  '*  lapping  it  in  Elj- 
iiunj,"  but  which  have  no  more  real  and  ne- 
cessary connection  with  substantial,  useful 
knowledge,  than  an  ear  for  music,  an  eye 
ifor  painting,  or  a  palate  fof  hoMt  gout.  And 
even  here  the  utile  (forgive  me.  Sir,  turning 
my  back  upon  you  for  a  moment)  may  be 
extracted  from  translations  though  certainly 
the  duke  will  evaporate.  But  these  things 
are  at  best  agreeable  recreations  for  idle  fan- 
cies :  and  tlie  man  who  never  read  Horace, 
but  in  the  imitations  of  Pope  (by  far  the 
liveliest  transcript  of  his  manner)  or  Virgil, 
but  in  tlie  translation  of  Dryden,  or  Homer, 
but  in  the  version  of  the  former,  will  have 
little  reason  to  complain  of  his  loss,  while  in 
addition,  he  has  free  access  to  the  beauties  of 
Shakespeare,  M'dton,  Dryden,  Pope,  Aken- 
side,  and  a  host  of  native  poets.  And  the 
same  may  be  said  of  all  works  purely  imagi- 
native.  Thus  far.  Sir,  you  will  perceive 

that  my  sentimenis  run  pretty  paralkl  with 
your  own :  but,  I  cannot  assent  uncondi- 
lionally  to  the  whole  of  your  flalmi nations, 
.and  among  others,  that  the  learned  languages 
as  a  part  of  education  are  "  worse  than  u^e- 
.  less;'*  for,  since  the  current  of  opinion  has 
cet  in  so  strongly  in  their  favour,  and  they 
are  oflen  a  medium  of  wealth,  reputation, 
and  dignity,  on  these  considerations  perhaps, 
ijve  ouglit  to  view  them  with  more  lenity. 
The  philosopher  sees  many  things  in  the 
world  which  uncorrupt  reason  knows  to  be 
folly,  but  which  the  expediency  of  the  times 
bids  him  sanction;  *and,  among  these  proba- 
bly, is  the  study  of  languages  as  the  road  to 

distinction. ^This,  ^ir,  is  only  an  adum- 

l?ration  of  the  reasonings  which  might  be 
brought  forward  upon  this  subject;  and 
^hich  I  expect  to  see  brought  forward  by 
yourself,  when  all  your  opponents  have  en- 
tered the  field.  Meanwhile,  I  should  feel 
jgTdtilied  by  the  insertion  of  the  above,  if  it 
'meet  your  approbation,  and  remain.  Sir,  &c. 
— Attalus. -Liverpool,  Feb,  J,  1807. 
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No.  10. 

Sir  5 ^Your  manly  avowal  of  yoor  sen 

timents,  with  regard  to  classical  erudition,  ' 
has  drawn  upon- you  a  swarm  of  those  minor 
scholars,  who  conscious  of  possessing  neitlier 
talents  nor  knowledge,  are  still  ambitions  to 
retain  tlie  distinction  of  learning,  np()n  the 
strength  of  a  proficiency  in  the  ancient  lan- 
guages. Amongst  the  most  impertinent  of 
these  pretenders  to  literature,  is  your  corres- 
pondent P.  F.  (No.  3)  whose  futile  argu- 
ments you  have  deemed  unworthy  of  your 
notice.  But,  whilst  you  reserve  the  powers 
of  your  reason^  your  e)o(]^ueoce^  aad  your 

4 


wit,  to  engage  some  mighty  champion  of  the 
Universities;  you  may  probably  allow  on 
of  your  humblest  admirers,  to  endeavour  to 
detect  one  at  least  of  the  numerous  faHdciei 
of  your  correspondent. — After  mentioning, 
with  deserved  praise>  many  of  the  cetebrated 
and  erustite  writers  who  adorned  the  age  of 
Elizabeth  ;  he  states,  that,  yon  will  probably 
oppose  Shakespeare  to  these    **  illnstriou^ 


persons. 


But,"  continues  he  trium* 


phantly,  "  he  will  be  of  no  setvic«  to  your 
*'  cause,  for  it  is  allowed  on  all  hands,  that 
*'  what  he  did  was  by  dint  of  genius  onlyj 
*'  so,  that  where  learning  is  the  subject,  he 
"  is  quite  out  of  the  question."     It  is  upoir 
this  assertion,  that  I  presume  to  trouble  you 
with  a  tew  remarks.    You   have   defined 
learning,  to  be  the  *'  possession  of  know- 
**  ledge,  and  the  faculty  of  conimimicating 
'*  it  to  others;"    and  your  correspondent 
seems  tacitly  to  have  agreed,  that  such  is  its 
true  signification;    and,  sorely,   you  never 
meant  to  exclude  from  that  definition,  the 
very  ground  work  of  all  human  wisdom,  the 
knowledge    of  human    nature.    That  our 
great  poet,  possessed  this  knowledge,  and  the 
power  of  imparting  it,  in  the  most  eminent 
degree,  few  wili  venture  to  deny.  The  Book 
of  Nature  lay  b^ore  him,  and  amply  did  it 
repay  his  smdies.    The  knowledge  of  Shake- 
speare  has  been  called  intuitive,  and  those 
airy  flights  of  imagination,  that  sublime,  and 
beautiful  fancy,  which  can  picture  unexistinj; 
beings,  and  transport  us  to  other  worlds,  are^ 
indeed,  the  peculiar  gifts  of  heaven-bom  ge- 
nius ;  but,  that  nice  delineation  of  character, 
those  minute,  yet,   striking   traits^  which 
bring  the  fedings  of  his  heroes  home  to  every 
bosom,  can  only  be  the  effect  of  long  and 
patient  investigation,  into  the  nature  and  ha- 
bits f>f  men ;  and,  surely,  this  is  learning  in 
its  highest  sense ;  it  is  wisdom,  and  the  ex- 
perience of  two  centuries  has  confirmed  its 
value. — Of  the  learned  and  illustrious  au- 
thors of  his  own  times,  whom  P.  F.  has  op- 
posed to  Shakespeare,  neither  Hooker,  Ba- 
ron, nor  Ilaleigh,  can  fiiirly  be  compared 
with  him.    The  provinces  of  theology,  ^nA 
of  science,  are  essentially  different  from  that 
of  poetry.    One  poet  only  has  he  mention- 
ed, and  hence,  the  comparison  is  sorely  in 
our  favour  ;  I  should  pity  the  taste  of  him 
who  could  prefer  the  a^ted  rhapsodies  d 
Sydney,  to  the  wrtural  and  simple  eloquence 
of  Shakespeare.    The  only  writer  of  tfist 
age,  who  can  fairly  be  placed  in  competition 
with  him,  is  Ben  Johnson,  a  poet  of  no  mean 
genius,  and  of  great  classical  acquirements. 
He  loo  affected  to  deplore  the  ipiwance  of 
his  great  rival ;   yet  his  productions,  with 
one  tr  iuro  excepiiA|9s^  are  gradaaBjitiikiog 
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into  Johnson,  and  diieflj  valiMMl  as  they 
coutnbote  to  elucidate  some  obscure  pas^gea 
In  our  iiDDXMtal  bard.^It  is  a  favourite  ar- 
gument with  the  advoobtet  of  classical  enid>- 
tion,  that  an  intimate  aoqwiintaiice  with  the 
tongues  of  Greece  and  Rome,  is  necessary  to 
a  thorough  understanding  of  our  own.  But, 
can  they  name  one  author,  in  the  whole  cir- 
cle of  English  literature,  who  has  so  much 
enriched. and  beautified  oxx  language,  as 
Shakespeare  ?  Dr.  Johnson,  himself  a  most 
bigott^  jcholar,  has  adopted  him  as  the 
most  frequent  authority  in  his  Dictionary  ^ 
and  it  is  bis  English,  the  English  of  Pope, 
and  of  Addison,  and  not  the  gallicisms  of 
Cribbon,  o  ithe  pompous  Latinisms  of  John- 
son, that  X  would  vindicate  from  the  con- 
tempt of  these  classical  innovators;  and,  I 
may  venture  to ,  predict,  that,  as  long  as  our 
despised,  but  b^utiful,  and  expressive  lan- 
guage exists,  and  long  after  the  barbarous 
pedants- of  this  age,  shall  have  been  forgot- 
ten, our  poet  of  nature,  shall  continue  to  be 
the  admiration,  and  the  pride,  of  his  coun- 
I  try  men. — I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect^  8rc, 
— R.— Fe^.  10,  1807, 


*'  lEAXNED   LikNGUAGBS. 

.       No.  II. 

SfB,— Although  I  am  yet  ignorant  of  the 
fat^  of  my  former  essay  on  the  Learned  Lan- 
guages, the  insertion  of  which  I  could,  in- 
deed^ willingly  see  super^ded  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  abler  productions,  I  venture  to 
communicate  to  you  sonoe  further  sugges- 
tions on  the  same  subject.  Were  that  essay 
BOW  in  my  possession,  I  would  retrench 
irora  it  the  introduction,  which  strikes  me 
as  peculiarly  ostentatious  $  and  correct  some 
inaccuracies  of  expression  that  escaped  me  at 
the  time,  but  of  which  you  will  be  liberal 
enough  not  to  take  advantage.  One  strong 
reason  for  the  study  of  the  antient  languages 
in  order  tounderstand  our  own,  is,  that  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  nouns  and  primitive 
verbs,  our  vocables  are  almost  all  taken, 
either  mediately  or  immediately,  from 
the  Latin  or  Greek.  This  is  no  doubt 
an  unfortunate  circumstance,  and  has  in 
great  part  originated  in  an  extravagant 
attachment  to  the  ancient  languages.  It  is 
nnforturate,  because  it  has  rendered  the  un- 
derstanding of  our  vernacular  tongue  an  ob- 
ject of  great  difficulty  j  while  the  roots  and 
•primary  ligniiications  of  our  words  must  be 
soug4it  ftr  in  a  foreign-  language  j  and  while 
the  lengh  of  carriage,  if  I  may  so  speak,  of 
these  words  and  their  endless  associations  in 
their  prepress,  have  given  rise  to  an  equally 
endless  vtiriety  of  acceptation.  It  would  be 
indeed  icttuaatd  for  tA  did  we  possess  a  Ua*^ 


guage  Tike  the  Greek  or  the  Germans,  in 
which  the  most  abstract  and  complicatej 
words  are  composed  from  a  few  simple  roots^ 
which  admit  of  an  endless  variety  of  combi- 
nation; all  of  which  combinations  can  be 
easily  understood,  because  their  constituent 
parts  are  universallyfemiliar.  ITius  the  Greeks 
could  continually  enrich  their  language  with- 
out adding  to  its  obsairity:  an  advantage 
which  the  Germans  in  a  great  measure  alsq 
^ssess.  But,  whatever  be  the  constitution 
of  our  language,  it  is  with  it  as  With  our  po- 
litical constitution,  thotigh  we  now  and  then 
venture  to  suggest  a  repair  or  an  anr:eliorati« 
on,  yet  we  must  still  preserve  the  old  ground 
woak.  Now,  I  conceive,  that  the  difficulty 
of  understanding  all  of  those  words  derived 
from  the  Latin^  and  more  particulariy  from 
the  Greek,  nearly  equak  that  of  thoroughly 
understanding  these  languages.  When  a 
n^n  knows  a  few  roots  in  Greek,  his  labour 
is  well  nigh  over  j  the  endless  combinations 
of  thsee  roots  with  a  little  attention  and 
judgment,  are  easily  resolved ;  but  from  this 
the  mere  English  scholar  is  precluded,  and 
his  memory  is  loaded  with  a  multiplicity  of 
words,  that  present  no  sensible  hold,  and 
can  almost  never  be  universally  retain- 
ed. The  Dictionary  must  be  continu-^ 
.ally  on  his  table.  Any  one  ^ho  has  wit- 
nessed the  progress  of  anatomical  student* 
will  testify,  that  those  unacquainted  withtlie 
original  languages  of  the  nomenclature,  aie 
presented  with  almost  unsurmoun table  oh- 
sti»cles  in  its  acquisition ;  while  those  wLo- 
are  acquainted  with  the  sources  find  little 
difficulty.  The  same  observation  applits 
nearly  to  the  whole  circle  of  science.  Mixing 
in  the  world  and  general  reading  will  not  of 
themselves  enable  a  young  man  to  form  ac- 
curate conceptions  of  the  import  of  words; 
the  general  acceptation  he  may,  indeed,  in 
some  sort  thus  acquire ;  but,  if  he  would  at- 
tain precision  and  avoid  ambiguity,  the  Lex- 
icographer either  of  our  own  or  otht-r  lan- 
guages must  be  frequently  consulted.  ■ 
J.  B K. Edinburgh,  Ft6. 18. 1807. 

DOMESTIC  OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
Recapture  of  Buenos  Atres.     From  the 
London  Gazette .    Dowfiing-street,  Jantk** 
'M7y  27,1007, 

The  attempt  was  accordingly  conr- 
menced,  on  the  28th,  by  the  navy;  bit 
the  water  proving  too  shallow  to  admit 
of  the  ships  coming  sufficiently  near  t<J  can* 
nonadeit  with  e&ct,  a  further  effort  v3» 
necessarily  given  up.— Upon  this  I  demed  it 
advisable,  withthe  co-operative  concurrerre 
of  Sir  H.  Popjiam,  to  take  possesion  of  (he 
town  of  Maldonado,  as  a  faicoarable  position 
for  the  purpose  of  refreshing  the  trof  ps. 
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monnting  tny  cavalry,  and  carrying  on 
such  other  arrangements  as  might 
thereafter  appear  most  necessary. — Now 
a  moment  was  lostj  and,  accordingly, 
on  the  evening  of  the  29th,  I  landed  with 
about  400  men,  composed  principally  of  a 
part  of  the  38th  Regiment,  under  poL 
Vassal,  and  advanced  agamst  the  town, 
which  seemed  to  be  occupied  by  about 
^600  Regulars  and  Militia,  mostly  moun- 
ted, with  1  howitzer,  and  1  long  47 
pounder  field -piece,  both  brass. — Not- 
withstanding we  were  without  any  ar- 
tillery, the'jenemy  were  soon  dispersed, 
with  the  loss  of  their  guns,  and  about  50 
xnea  killed  and  wounded.  The  loss  6n  our 
lide  was  2  killed  and  4  wounded,  of  Hit 
Majesty's  38th  Regiment. — ^To  cool  the  in- 
trepidity of  our  little  column  on  this  occa- 
sion .  much  praise  is  due,  as  it  advanced, 
with  the  utmost  steadiness  and  alacrity,  and 
"without  firing  a  shnt,  until  sufficiently  near 
to  ntake  a  certainty  of  carrying  both  the 
guns  and  the  town,  which  was  principally 
Z^one  by  the  bayonet,  notwithstanding  the 
advance  was  made  under  heavy  discharges  6f 
jrape  and  musketry.— To  the  well-known 
jgallantry  and  ability  of  Col.  Vassal,  I  feel 
inyself  much  indebted  5  and  the  conduct  of 
every  other  Officer  in  the  field  has  cora- 
inanded  my  thanks. — At  day-break,  yeste^- 
^ay  morning,  I  detached  Col.  Vassal  to  take 
^sseslon  of  the  heavy  batteries  on  the  beach 
of  the  harbour,  and  on  the  Peninsula, 
'which  precludca  any  communication  for 
'the  enemy  between  the  main  land  and  the 
*itrong  island  and  post  of  Goretti,  situated 
«n,  and  much  commanding,  the  bay  of 
Maldonado,  and  which,  in  consequence,  in 
^he  course  of  the  day,  surrendered  at  discre- 
tion, to  a  summons  sent  from  Sir  H.  Pop- 
iiam,  and  thereby  prevented  the  necessity 
of  carrying  it  by  storm,  and  the  consequent 
l)lood8hed  thatmight  have  ensued.  During 
jesterday  and  this  morning,  the  chief  part 
"the  remainder  of  the  tixjops  have  been  land- 
ed, and  I  have  already  contrived  to  mount 
nearly  one  half  of  my  cavalry. — ^I'he  Wel- 
lington transport  being  directed  to  sail  im- 
^mediately  to  England,  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  addressing  this  short  account  of 
•my  proceedings  directly  to  you.  Sir  H. 
iPopham  having  represented  to  me  his  ina- 
;biiity  to  dispatch  a  vessel  at  this  time  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  precluding  me 
the  power  of  making  my  report  through  the 
regular  channel  of  Lt.  Gen.  Sir^D.  Baird. — 
I  ought  not  to  omit  to  mention  the  very 

•  steady  and  praise-worthy  conduct  of  a  small 

•  party  of  Marines  and  armed  Seamen,  sent 
•on  shore  by  Sir  H,  Popham,  who  joined  and 
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composed  part  of  our  column,  on  its  way  in- 
to the  town,  and  occupied  such  positions  as 
were  allotted  to  them  during  the  night,  in 
such  a  correct  manner,  as  to  reflect  the  great- 
est credit  both  on  the  officers  that  command- 
ed them,  and  their  own  zeal  and  discipline. 
—I  should  also  be  wanting  in  justice  to  my 
own  feelings,  if  I  closed  my  dispatch,  with- 
out acknowledging  the  services  I  have  receiv- 
ed from  Lt.  Col.  Brownrigg,  and  Major 
Trotter  of  the  83d  Regt.  acting  Deputy- Ad- 
jutant-Genl.  to  the  Forces  at  present  under 
my  command.  And  I  also  beg  leave  to  ac- 
knowledge the  assistance  afforded  me  by  Ma- 
jor  Tucker,  of  the  72d  regt.  who,  by  per- 
mission of  Lt.  Gen.  Sir  D.  Baird,  is  with  me 
on  this  occasion,  and  acting  in  the  capacity 
of  Military  Secretary.— I  herewith  have  the 
honour  to  indose  the  retilm  of  sxudb  ord- 
nance, amrauniiion,  and  stores,  as  have  yet 
been  di«?cover<Hl.-^I  have  the  honour  to  bo, 
kc.  J.T.  Backhouse,  Lieut.  Col.  47th.  Reg. 

Remm  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  tS^ 
Troops  under  the  comooand  of  Lieut.  Ccl. 
Backhouse,  in  the  attack  of  Maldonado,  on 
the  29th  of  Oct.  180^.— as  Reg.  2  rank  and 
file  killed,   4  rank  and   file    wounded. 

(Signed)    W.  R.TaoTTER. 

Return  of  Ordnance,  Ammunition,  and 
Stores,  &c.  taken  from  the  enemy.  In  the 
town  and  vicinity  of  Maldonado^  and  idand 
of  Goretti.  on  the  29th  of  Oct.  I8O6. 

Brass  Ordnance.  1.  Six-inch  howitzer, 
with  ten  rounds  of  ammunition:  1  Six- 
pounder,  with  ten  rounds  of  ditto. — ^Iroa 
Ordinance.  12  26-pounders  on  Sea  Batte- 
ries. 20  24-poundcrs  on  the  Island  of  Go- 
retti. 700Muskets.  200Kistds.  SOOSwords. 
108  Barrels  of  Powder.  (Signed)  A.Wat^ 
SON,  Capt.  R.  M.  Artillery.— N.B.  The 
above  is  the  most  correct  return  I  have  yet 
been  able  to  collect. 

(Signed)     W.  R.  Tiottbr,  A.  Gen. 

Admiralhj-Office,  Jan.  2/,  I8O7.— Dis- 
patches, of  which  the  following  are  copies, 
have  been  received  at  this  Office  from  Com- 
modore Sir  Home  Popham,  addressed  to 
William  Marsden,  Esq. 

His  Majesty*s  ship  Diadem,  Rio  de  la 

Plata,  Aug.  25,  I806. Sir,— When  the 

events  of  war  cease  to  be  favourable  to  any 
armament,  I  consider  it  the  duty  of  com- 
manding officers  to  state  all  the  crcumstan- 
ces  under  their  knowledge  or  information, 
with  clearness  and  perspicuity,  wlich,  either 
progressively  or  suddenly,  led  to  a  reverse  of 
fonuiie. — In  pursuing  this  course,  I  feel  con- 
fident I  shall  be  able  to  satisfy  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,d)at  the  li- 
beral and  beneficent  principles  ipon  whick 
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the  governmeBt  of  Oen.  Beresford  was  con- 
ducted^  do  more  boDOor  to  bis  Msyesty^t 
UtroB,  and  (he  character  of  G.  Britain,  tbiin 
if  he  had  resorted  to  expedients  completely 
\i^ithin  his  power,  which  would  have  efiec* 
tnally  annihilated  all  the  efforts  of  the  ene- 
my, and  wrested,  probably  for  ever,  these 
countries  from  the  crown  of  Spain.— Paeri- 
don»  one  of  the  municipal!^,  appean  to  have 
been  the  greatest  organ  of  th»  revolution. 
He  appli^  himself  with  great  art  and  ad- 
dress in  preparing  the  people  for  a  general 
iBsorrection. — ^The  arms  in  the  town  were 
secreted,  ready  for  the  moment  of  action  -, 
the  discontented  assembled  every  night,  and 
Attended  to  his  instructions ;  and  be  raised 
aU  the  rabble  of  the  country,  by  the  ample 
tuppites  of  money  with  which  be  was  fur- 
nished on  the  north  side  of  the  River^  Col. 
Liniers,  a  French  officer  in  the  Spanish  ser- 
vice, and  on  his  parole,  successfully  empjoyr 
kd  himself  in  collecting  people  ^ t^'Colonia.— - 
Terror  was  establishol,  and  every  person 
w|io  refused  to  contribute  his  assistance  to 
tab  conspiracy,  was  thr^tened  with  imme- 
diate death. ^I  have  traced  this  from  very 

unquestionable  authority,  and  so  rapid  was 
the  progress  of  the  revolution,  when  it  first 
shewed  itself,  that  it  was  not  till  the  31st 
Jcdy  that  I  learned  by  a  dispatch  from  the 
Ipeheral,  which  reached  xoe  at  £nsenada,  on 
my  return  from  Monte  Video,  that  he  was 
spprehensive,  from  the  information  he  re- 
ceived, an  insurrtetioo  would  shortly  be 
«nde.«— 1  heard  at  the  same  time  from  Capt. 
Qllomsoo,  that  17  of  th^  enemy's  vessels  bad 
just  arrived  at  Colonia,  and  it  was  reported 
that  force  was  still  to  be  increased  from 
Modte  Vidtto,  I  sent  orders  for  the  Diomede 
to  be  brobght  to  Enseoada,  and  for  Capt. 
XiHg,  of  the  Diadem,  to  come  up  with  the 
arenaainiog  few  marines,  the  two  companies 
of  bhies,  land  as  many  other  men  as  could,  in 
jmy  degree,  be  ^pft^edfrom  the  ships,  for  the 
^rjpose  of  arming  some  vessels  to  attack  the 
'cnemy  at  Colonia,  as  it  was  impossible  to 
prevent  his  crossing  from  the  north  shore 
wrfaenever  the  wind  was  &ir. — On  the  1st  of 
•Aug.  in  the  afternoon,  the  T.ieda  anchored  off 
iBoeoos  Ayres,  about  IS  miles  distant ;  and 
-Qo  my  landing  on  the  2d,  which.  I  did  as  soon 
-as  the  weadier  would  admit  of  a  boat  getting 
km  shore,  I  found  the  general  had  just  made 
a  very  successful  attack  on  about  1500  Spa- 
niards, under  Pueridon,  5  leagues  from  the 
town,  with  500  men,  in  whi(£  he  took  all 
the  enemy's  cannon  (I  thmk  9  pieces)  and 
several  prisoners. — On  the  3d,  I  attempted 
'tb  return  to  the  Leda,  in  the  Encounter, 
t^/^Sih'X^.  fiimeJTnin  brought  within  a 
UyttiAhB  of  the  shore  for  this  purpose,  as  it 
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blew  very  strong :  but  the  wind  freshened  so 
considerably  from  the  eastward,  that  wo 
could  not  get  to  windward. — On  the  4th,  in 
the  moraipg,  it  was  very  thick  weather,  and 
the  gale  increased  so  much,  that  it  was  im« 
possible  to  weigh. — ^About  noon,  CapL  KJng 
arrived  in  a  galtvat,  with  1  JO  men  from  tha 
Diadem,  for  the  purpose  of  arming  and  com* 
manding  d)e  few  small  vessels  ^e  bad  col* 
lected  in  the  harbour ;  but  he  was  not  able 
to  ger  there  till  the  following  day.— ()n  the 
5th,  in  the  naoming,  it  m<xlerated,  and  I 
reached  the  Leda,  when  I  received  a  report 
from  Capt.  Thomson,  that  in  the  gale  of  the 
preceding  day,  the  eneniy  had  crossed  frons 
Colonia  totally  unobserved  by  any  of  our 
ships,  except  the  schooner  under  the  com* 
mand  of  Lieut.  Herrick,  who  was  lying  in 
the  narrow  nit  leading  to  Conchas  and  St, 
•  Isidro ;  but  me  easteriy  wind  had  thrown  so 
much  viator  in  the  river,  that  the  anem/ 
were  enabled  to  cross  over  any  part  of  tlur 
Parmas  Bank,  without  the  necessity  of  ma- 
rking a  greater  detour,  by  going  hiflrher  up  tha 
river.*'— On  the  6th  and  7th  it  blew  a  burn* 
cane  ^  the  Leda  was -lying  in  fourfathomv 
with  two  anchors  down,  and  her  yards  and 
tupmasU  struck. — On  the  8th  I  heard  froaa 
Capt.  King,  that  5  of  our  gun  boats  had 
foundered  at  their,  anchors;  that  the  Wal- 
ker had  lost  her  riidder;  and  that  tha 
launches  and  large  cutters  of  the  Diadem 
and  Leda  were  lost. — ^The  torrents  ef  talii 
that  fell  during  the  6th,  7th,  and  8th,  bad 
rendered  the  roads  totally  impracticable 
for  any  thing  but  cavalry,  and  consecpiently^ 
Gen.  Beresford  was  most  seriously  disap- 
pointed in  his  determination  to  attack  the 
enemy  at  a  distance  from  the  town;  in 
which,  had  it  taken  place,  I  entertain  no 
doubt  that  his  army  would  have  added  ano« 
ther  trait  of  its  invincible  spirit  under  his 
dispositions. — ^The  enemy,  however,  by  his 
inexhaustible  supply  of  homes,  suffered  little 
inconvenience  from  the  state  of  the  roads, 
and  he  was,  therefore,  enabled  to  approach 
the  rcwn  by  several  directions,  without  giv- 
ing the  British  amy  any  opportunity  to  at« 
tadc  him.^-On  the  10th,  in  the'evening,  the 
Casde  was  summoned,  and  on  the  following 
day  I  landed,  while  our  remaining  ves^ls 
were  firing  on  the  Spanish  posts,  and  I  learn- 
ed that,  exclusive  of  the  Spanish  army, 
which  was  divided  into  many  columns,  00- 
cuppng  tht  various  avenues  of  the  town,  the 
inhabitants  were  9II  armed,  and  sheltered  en 
the  tops  of  the  houses  and  churches,  with  a 
design  Of  carrying  on  a  war  of  ambush  ■ 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  the  manifest 
disposition'of  the  enemy  to  prevent  an  en- 
gagement, it  wa6  determined  to  smbaik  tha 
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"wonnifc^  that  night>  and  cross  the  Rio  Chel- 
lo,  for  the  purpose  6f  mov'^ing  towards  Ense- 
nada^  but  this  measure  was^  in  a  great  de- 
gree, frustrated  by  the  weathir,  which  bc- 
came'very  violent  during  the  night,  and  con- 
sequently retarded  the  progress  of  embarka- 
tion, though  the  enemy  added  a  consider- 
able number  of  men  to  the  houses  and 
Churches  near  the  Castle,  and  advanced  by 
all  the  streets,  not  under  the  influence  of  its 
fire  5  in  »hort,  Sir,  his  object  was  to  avoid, 
by* every  means,  a  general  action,  and  to 
place  hi$  men  in  such  a  situation  that  they 
could  fire  at  our  troops,  while  they  remain- 
ied  in  perfect  security  themselves. — On  the 
12th,  at  day  light,  I  understand  a  smart  fire 
began  from  the  enemy's  advanced  posts,  but 
was  soon  returned  with  great  effect  from 
our  artillery,  which  was  planted  towards  the 
principal  streets  leading  to  the  Great  Square, 
and 'for  a  short  time  the  enemy,  by  his  im- 
mense numbers,  shewed  a  greater  degree  of 
firmness  than  on  any  other  occasion,  and 
pushed  forward  with  3  pieces  of  artillery, 
which  Colonel  Pack,  of  the  yist,  soon 
charged  and  took  from  him.  During  this 
lime,  hoWever,  reinforcements  crowded  the 
tops  of  all  the  houses  commanding  the  Great 
Square  from  the  back  streets,  and  our  troops 
were  considerably  annoyed  by  people  they 
couhl  not  get  at.  The  enemy  commaniled 
th6  Castle  in  the?  same  way,  with  the  addi- 
tional advantage  of  a  gun  on  the  top  of  one 
of  the  churches,  which  I  consider  an  idelible 
itigma  again^  the  character  of  the  Bishop, 
not  only  from  his  situation,  but  the  profes- 
iions  he  made. — I  can  easily  coaceive  how 
the  feelings  of  Gen.  Beresford  must,  at  this 
moment,  have  been  on  the  rack  j  disappoint- 
ed in  his  last  efibrts  to  induce  the  ^nemy  to  a 
general  engagement  in  the  Great  Square,  his 
gallant  little  army  falling  fast  by  shots  from 
invisible  persons,  and  the  only  alternative 
which  could  present  itself  to  save  the  useless 
effusion  of  80  much  valuable  blood,  was  a 
flag  6f  truce,  which  was  hoisted  at  the  castle 

about  one  o'clock. In  an  iustant,  there 

were  near  10,600  men  in  the  Great  Square, 
pressing  forward,  in  the  most  outrageous 
manner,  to  get  into  the  fort,  dnd  even  firing 
at  our  men  on  the  ramparts ;  so  much  so, 
that  it  was  with  extreme  difficulty  the  Bri- 
tish troops  wete  prevented  revenging  this  in- 
sult 5  indefed  the  general  was  obliged  to  tell 
the  Spanish  o£Boer8,  if  their  men  did  not  re- 
tire in  the  course  of  one  minute,*he  must,  as 
the  onlv  measure  of  safety,  haul  down  the 
flag  of'^  trucei  ^Q^  recommence  hostilities  3 
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this  firoiness  had  the  desired  efiect,  ana  h6 
then  sent  his  conditions  to  the  Spanish  ge-^ 
neral,  and  they  were  instantly  acceded  to.— 
I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  capitulation,  and  I 
trust  the  high  and  independent  language  ia 
which  it  is  couched,  and  the  terms  dictated 
by  Greneral  Beresford  to  an  officer  at  the 
head  of  myriads  of  people,  will  do  him  infi- 
nite honour  in  England,  and  obtain  for  him 
his  Majesty's  most  gracious  approbation. — ^I 
have  received  and  annexed  a  return  of  the 
killed,  wounded,  arid  n;iiss!ng,  by  which  it 
appears  that  there  are  two  officers,  two  Ser- 
jeants, one  druipmer,  forty-three  rank  and 
file  killed;  eight  officers,  seven  setjeants^ 
ninety -two  rank  and  file  wounded,  and  nine 
missing ;  making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  j  scarce  any  of  those  misfortunes 
were  occasioned,  except  from  the  inhabitants 
on  rhe  tops  of  the  houses  and  the  churches. 
•'—The  enemy  confesses  to  have  lost  about 
seven  hundred  killed  and  wounded,  in  the 
short  conflict  in  the  streets;  and  if  it  had 
not  been  for  the  inhabitants,  I  have  little 
doubt  that  the  Spanish  troops  would  have 
been  completely  defeated,  although  seven 
times  the  number  of  the  British  forces. 
Nothing  is  more  diflicult  than  to  give  their 
lordships  an  idea /)f  the  number  of. men  in 
arras ;  but  from  the  best  accounts  we  can 
obtain,  it  is  thought  Pueridon,  and  the  other 
principle  people  engaged  in  this  plot,  had 
collected  frorn  eight  to  ten  thousand  men  in 
the  country ;  that  Liniers  may  have  brought 
over  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand | 
and  the  town  furnished,  though  armed  in  va* 
rious  ways,  about  fen  thousand,  under  th6 
secret  arrangements  of  the  magistrates.—-^ 
When  every  vessel  that  could  escape  from 
Buenos  Ay  res  had  joined,  I  proceeded  to- 
v^rds  £nsenado,  to  receive  the  detachment 
of  marines ;  Lieut.  Groves,  of  the  Diadem^ 
was  obliged  to  quit  the  Belem  schooner,  as 
she  would  not  work  out ;  one  gun  boat  and  a 
settee,  a  prize,  were  also  left  in  the  harbonr^ 
with  the  Justina,  a  small  English  merchant 
ship  that  had  followed  the  expedition  from 
St.  Helena.  Capt.  Thomson  of  the  Nep-« 
tune,  who  was  in  the  castle,  was  made  a 
prisoner,  and  Lieut.  Burgh,  of  the  Eaison'^ 
able,  with  Mr.  Ramsay,  a  midshipman,  and 
seven  men,  who  were  in  the  settee,  as  her 
boats  could  not  hold  them.  Lieut.  Her- 
rick,  in  the  Dolores,  the  other  armed 
schooner,  worked  out  in  a  manner  which^ 
coupled  with  his  conduct  On  the  whole  at 
this  business^  does  him  ^eat  credit. 
'  To  be  continued^ 


^ 
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•*  Is  it  believed,  that  the  debates  in  this  Honse  arc  conducted  with  a  view  to  the  public  good  ?  1  admit,  for 
•'  the  sake  of  argument,  that  the  side  of  the  House,  with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  act,  are  no  more 
•'  acijLitcd  thnii  the  other  by  motives  of  a  pure  and  disinterested  nature;  though,  while  I  make  the  admis- 
**  Sion,  my  conscience  acquits  me  of  the  crime.  Is  it  not  in  every  one's  mouth,  that  the  object  of  one 
••  partv  is  to  keep  their  phcir.,  and  of  the  other  to  supplant   thim?     Aud,  if  such  an  r  j^initn  i!«  entertained, 

••  ho\T  is  it  compatible  with  respect?" Mr.  Grev's  (now  lx?fd  IFowick)   Speech,  26ih   M-rch,  1797, 

when,  af;era  fruitless  motion  for  a  reform  of  parliament,  he  notified  his  intention  of  seccJmg  from  debate. 


353J 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

Proceedings    in    Parli\ment. L 

Jrisli  Catholics.  ILPoorJiaws.  IIL  Sla\e 
Trade.  IV.  Lord  Welle.]e)^  V.  West- 
minster Election. LThce   ai*e,  before 

the  House  of  Commons,  bills  for  granting 
an  additionid  sum  for  the  education  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  clergy  in  Ireland,  and  for 
removing,  as  far  as  relates  to  officers  in  the 
nrmy  and  navy,  the  restrictions,  of  which  the 
Catholics  complain,  as  to  promotion  to  the 
higher  ranks  in  tliose  services.-^ — As  to  the 
Ibrraer,  there  appears  to  be  no  reasonable 
objection  to  it  j  for,  no  one  can  imagine, 
that  the  igi^orance  of  the  priests  vi'ill  at  all 
tend  to  reconcile  tlie  people  of  Ireland  to  the 
present  state  of  things,  -A-hile  the  not  grant- 
ing of  a  sufficiency  to  educate  the  prie»ts 
rjust  necessarily  increase  their  liatred  of  the 
gcvernment,  and  which  hatred  ii  already  but 
too  great.  It  was  observed  by  Mr.  Bankes, 
that  the  grant  was  improper,  because  it 
went  to  the  esinhlish'iPg  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic religion  5  w  hereas  he  was  willing  to 
iolrrnttii  only.  But,  do  we  not  grant  an- 
nually a  pretty  large  sum  of  money  to  the 
diss'jnting  Protc^^tant  ministers?  This  is  cer- 
taiiily  the  case;  and,  yet  we  are  not  e;idea- 
vonring  ioesfaHish  their  religion  in  prefer- 
ence to  cur  own.  Besides,  th;Te  is  this  dif- 
ference in  llie  two  cases;  that,  tl^<e  Protes- 
tant dissenting  ministers  can  easily  obtain 
r.n  education  in  any  par*  of  the  kingdom; 
whereas  the  Roman  Catholic  pnest.s  must  be 
educated  in  the  scuiinary  in  Dcblin,  or  they 
must  be  seiit  abroad  for  the  purpose;  or, 
indeed,  as  Sir  Jo!in  Newport  observed,  they 
must,  in  the  present  stiJte  of  Europe,  be 
educated  in  Dublin,  or  not  at  all.  As  to  a 
measure  of  this  sort  tending,  as  it  does  in 
the  opinions  of  some  persons,  to  retard  the 
happy  day  when  all  the'  Catholics  of  Ireland 
6hali  be  converted  into  Protestants,  that  d:^y 
is  becoming  farther  and  farther  distant.  We 
go  the  wrong  way  to  work  in  every  thing  re- 
lating to  this  matter:  and  ebpetialiy  in  the 
xeg^tiotts  |;elativti  to  the  reiUaucL  of  the 


Protestnnt  clerg)',  Tliat  a  man  who  resided 
continually  in  his  parish  might  poss!l)Iy 
make  sornt-  pro,:5ress  in  the  conversion  of  hi<» 
parisiiioners  will  be  readily  believed;  but 
mo!3t  men  will  be  very  backward  in  believ- 
ing, that  a  minister,  who  resides  and  spends 
his  income  in  London  or  at  Bath  or  Chel- 
tenham, can  do  much,  in  the  way  either  of. 
precept  or  example,  to  convert  the  Irish  from 
the  '*  (/f/wwflZ/^  errors  of  popery,"  'm  which 
their  and  o'.ir  forefathers  lived  and  died. 
There  is,  to  be  sure,  something  very  whim- 
sical in  the  Romish  religion,  whether  as  to 
doctrine  or  discipline  j  and  it  does  vex  one  to 
see  even  sensible  people  submit  to  be  go- 
verned by  such  shockingly  ignorant  crea- 
tores  as  arc,  sometimes,  to  be  fo\md  anionon 
the  Romish  priests ;  but,  wa  should  nof  Xe 
too  hasty  in  condemning  in  tie  lump  ;  and, 
when  I  look  at  many  of  the  priests  of  most 
other  churches,  or  sects,  I  am,  (or  my  part, 
by  iio  means  disposed  for  a  crusade  of  cen- 
version,  ihajti  which,  as  direcled  against  the 
Irish,  the  bringing  of  .\fricans  away  from 
their  coimtry,  in  order  to  convert  them  in 
tbe  \VVst  India  Islands,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
far  more  rational  scheme As  to  the  pro- 
vision relating  to  the  otBcers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  they,  surely,  ought  to  be  permitted 
to  become  tield  otncers  fii\(\  generals,  when 
we  haie  so  ^•\^:\l)\  Hunoverian  Majors  and 
Colonels  in  our  service,  and  stati')ncd  in  the 
heirt  of  our  cotintry.  Yet,  if  Roman  Ca- 
tholics nniyriseto  the  hi^;!iest  ranks  in  the 
military  service,  without  nny  breach  of  tlie 
**  Corrnation  Oath,"  why  Ronun  Catho- 
lics mry  not  be  permitted  to  hrve  >:eats  in 
pnrliament,  or  at  the  Council,  or  on  the. 
Bench,  is  a  ouesl ion  worthy  of  being  sub- 
n»itred  to  Mr.  Reeves,  who  is  the  master  ca- 
suist in  all  matters  aHecting  the  royal  con- 
science. It  does,  however,  sound  rather 
awkwardly,  that  lliis  emancipation,  as^  the 
CatholiOs  persist  in  calling  it,,  should  he  ex- 
tended only  to  men  who  have  arms  in  their 
hands.  Periinps  it  may  go  further.  ^Vh{> 
knows  but  the  ministers  n.a^r,  at  la^,   fultU 
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one  of  Iheli*  pjecl^os!  They  have  hegaii  with 
the  negroes,  and,  tbougb  tijey  shoald  have 
begun  with  ilte  \\httes,  let  us  hope  tliatthey 
^'ill,  for  (>i]ci%  think  of  their  pi  oiiiises  anil 
TOWS,  ».»d  do  soniethii]^,  at  Inst,  to  famish 
the.r  fi  rends  wiih  an  instance  to  quote  in  ihcir 

favour. II    Tl>e   bill   for  anK.ding  tl>e 

Poor  Laws  was,  on  the  23d  iit>t:int,  rt-.id  a 
•ecoi^.d  time,  and  ordered  to  be  i>rinted.  The 
bill  ifi  then  to  be  sent  to  the  quarter  se«;sions 
in  the  several  counties,  that  it  mny  there  be 
eKaminfd,  and  that  the  several  sets  of  jus- 
tices ra.iy  qive  li)eir  opinion  upon  it.  If  jliis. 
beprc^per,  in  t!iis  instance,  why  not  in  otlier 
rnstances?  Ar.d,  if  tlie  apprcbaiion  of  the 
justices  be  to  bvM)btained,  v.hy  not  appe:il  to 
the  whole  of  the  people  ?  1  dire  say,  that. 
Ml  the  fo:  r  counties  of  Middlesex,  Essex, 
Kent,  and  Surrey,  where  vhc  majority  upon 
the  several  benches  consist  of  police  magis- 
Irates,  w!io  are  paid  for  their  senices,  and 

.  ulio  are  lialU  to  le  vf moved  at  the  tvUl  of 
the  minis fr I/:  ni  those  counties,  1  daresay, 
the  plan  will  meet  with  an  instant  aiKi  cor- 
dial approbation.  Nor,  considering  of  u  hat 
description,  generally  speaking,  the  other 
magistrates  are,  is  it  to  be  mitch  feared  by 
Mr.  Whitbread,  that  his   bill  will  be  very 

Tchemently    coiulenined. ^Ir.    Mori  is, 

upon  the  day  just  mentioned,  expressed  Iiis 
disapprobation  of  every  part  of  the  bill,  ex- 
cept that  which  provided  for  the  education  of 
the  poor  ,•  and,  he  wished  mnch  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  speaking  upon  the  subject  in 
this  stage  of  th^  progress  of  the  bill,  in 
ord*er  that  his  objections  vii^ht  go  to  the 
otiarter  sessions  along  wicn  the  pmjvvt. 
Thus,  then,  this  is  a  direct  ncki^owledge- 
inent,  from  a  njeinbcrof  the  Htxise,  tluu  he 
is  speaking  to  the  people  oiu  of  doors  as 
much,  at  least,  as  to  those  withindoors; 
and  yet  the  House  possesses  the  p:)wcr  of 
pinishing,  in  any  manner  ihi'y  please,  any 
man  who  sluT  publi^b  the  speedies  of  the 
members  !  As  to  what  Mr.  Morris's  (>bjcc- 
trons  would  be,  I  sliajl  not  prc.n  :>e  to  anti- 
cii^ate.  Mine  go  to  the  wh^le  of  the  phui, 
as  for  as  I  can,  at  present  under.">tand  h,  ex- 
cept that  part  which  removes,  in  some  de- 
gree, the  restriction  as  to  settlements;  but, 
these  objections  I  .«^ball  refrain  from  stating, 
until  I  bavean  opportunity  of  seeing  die  bill 
itself.  Jn  the  raeanwhile,  however,  I  can- 
rot  help  again  renainding  my  readers,  of  the 
curious  eliect  which  a  change  of  situation  has 
upon  some  men's  ipinds.  Mr,  Whitbread, 
while  his  friends  were  out  of  office ;  while 
they  and  he  (for,  though  he  has  not  yet 
touched,  he  will  touch)  saw  no  prospect  of 

"*  getting  possession  of  emolument  and  power: 
Hun  Mr.  Wkitbread  saw  nothing  but  llie 
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parliament  t]:at  w.intod  reforming;  to  the 
corruption  ;ind  j)r()fi'^;r.ry  o\  \h^  great  be  as- 
cribed all  the  displace  and  mi^ory  of  the  na- 
tion. But  now  h^  finds  thai  he  was  begin- 
r^ing  at  the  wTofiiT  end;  a^id  that  he  should 
liave  set  out  with  reforiiiing,  nor  th-j*  pariia- 
nr^nt,  but  the  people.  Now  that  all  iiis  re- 
lations are  gorging  witii  the  publ'C  money 
up  to  the  very  pnlate,  he  ftnds  out  that  a 
mark  of  dif-gracc  ought  to  be  atRxed  upoi> 
ail  those  who  receive  aid  out  of  the  parish 

taxes. III.  The  bill    for  abcilishing  tl!« 

Slave  7'rade  wih  again  di?cussed  on  tlK  23d 
and  27th  instant,  on  the  foriuer  oi  ^hich 
dsys,  upon  a  motion  for  i;oing  into  a  com- 
n)iitee  upon  the  bill,  the  House  divided,  233 

for  ity  and  only  \6  against  it. As  to  the 

merits  of  the  ca^e,  it  is  useless  to  say  any 
more.  But,  there  were  two  or  three  new 
arguments  and  observations  thaJt  appear  to 
be  worthy  oi  notice.  My  Lord  Ho  wick, 
not  content  with  displaying  his  powers  io 
repeating  all  that  Brissol  and  Grenvillt 
.Sharpe  and  others  had  said  about  I  he  injus- 
tice and  inhumanity  of  the  traflic,  concluded 
with  an  authority,  namely,  that  of  the  joint 
voices  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr,  Fox,  "  who," 
said  this  regenerated  lord,  "  forgot  all  ri- 
**  valship  here,  and  Joined  in  favour  of  thf 
"  measure.  Tlieic  opinions,  on  this  sub- 
*'  ject>  are  a  legacy,  which  tliey  left  to  the 
'*  House,  and  which  forms  a  monument  to 
*'  their  memories,  the  most  lasting  and  moJ* 
*'  splendid.** — A  f>£;ur^  of  rhetorirk  son:^- 
what  more  complete  than  this  might  tavt 
been  co;iceived  in  a  classical  mind  j  W)  ^ 
to  monuments,  my  lord,  we  know  full  well 
that  Pitt's  memory  is  to  have  one  of  jnothef 
sort.  We  know,  too,  that  we  are  to  p«y 
f  )r  it.  We  know  further,  that  you  and 
Mr.  Fox  voted  and  spoke  against  if.  And, 
my  lord,  there  are  persons  who  say,  t^^^/j 
had  they  been  in  your  place,  tbeywouW 
have  begged  tlieir  bread  from  door  to  door 
rahertlinn  remain  in  a  ministry,  who  suf- 
fered Mr.  Fox  to  sink  obscurely  to  the  grave, 
while  all  manner  of  funeral  aixi  sepulchral 
honours  were  heaped  upon  Pitt.  But,  my 
lonl,  it  is  precisely  because  these  silly  per* 
sons  are  not  in  your  place  that  they  siiy  this. 
If  they  ^had  tasted  of  the  all  illuminating 
elexir,  as  your  lordship  and  several  othew 
have,  donej  tliey  would  have  perceived,  a« 
clear  as  day-light,  the  important  h(^»  ^^^ 
the  office  of  one  living  minister  was  wortu 
the  fame  of  ten  dead  ministers.  Yes,  my 
lord,  these  "  illu^itrioiis  persons*'  did  agre« 
upon  this  subject  of  the  Slave  Trade ;  ap^ 
so  they  did  upon  the  subject  of  a  reform  m 
parliament ;  artd  your  lord.^hip  agreed  w^ 
th^m.     Was   not    that  a   '*  legac}'* 


too^ 
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which  they  left  to  the  House  ?  Or  did,  they, 
respectively,  cancel  their  wills,  ns  to  that 
point,  the  m'..mcnt  rhey  came  into  oiVice  ? 
The  moment  they  ta.^led  of  the  potent  elixir 
aforesaid  ?  That  l^tt  cancelled  his  will,  as  to 
this  Jegpcy,  we  know  very  well  ;  and,  '\( 
Mr.  Fo.r  did  n!>t  do  the  same  ;  if  he  has  ac- 
tually left  us  the  legacy,  why  do  not  you  and 
his  other  executors  pay  it  ns  without  delay  ? 
You  will  not,  I  hope,  atlect  to  treat. the 
question  of  parliamentary  reform  as  one  of 
little  importance  :  1  do  hope  you  will  not  j 
because,  in  that  case,  I  shall  have  to  perf  )rm 
the  painful  and  disgusting  task  of  reminding 
voa  of  all  that  you  and  others  said  of  tlie 
llouse,  at  the  time  when  you  gave  notice  of 
your  sevcs.<:oVf  declaring  that  whib  the  House 
rcuiained  constitutcil  as  it  then  was,  you 
should  think  it  useless  to  honour  it  any  more 
with  the  delivery  of  your  sentiments;  and, 
I'caliy,  my  lord,  as  f^ir  as  my  powers  of  jiulg- 
ing  go,  there  is  no  alteration  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  House,  except  that  you  and  your 
friends,  who  formerly  sat  on  the  Opposition 
side,   are   novv  seated    upon    the   Treasury 

Bench. But,  my  lord,  in  talking  of  itga- 

cies,  did  it  never  occur  to  your  lord->hip,  that 
there  was  another  legacy,  which  Piit,  whom 
yon  Jiave  now  discovered  to  be  '*  an  illus- 
*'  trions  statcsmauy'  left  to  the  House,  or 
rather  to  the  people  j  namely,  the  Si'dition 
bithf  resistance,  open,  violent  resistance  fo 
which,  Mr.  Fox,  you,  Mr.  Erskine,  Mr. 
Tiemey,  and  others,  declared  to  be  merely  a 
question  of  prudence?  This  was  a  thumping 
legacy  indeed  j  and,  your  lordship  and  your 
colleagues  are  so  good  as  to  let  uf  <  njoif  it ! 
You  may  sneer,  my  JordHowirk.  You 
may  put  on  that  superc* liens  look  ai;ain  and 
again.  But,  you  and  I,  my  Lord  llowick, 
are  of  about  the  same  age ;  and  if  we  live  but 
'  a  very. few  years,  we  shall  see  the  day  wlien, 
3s  an  answer  to  such  observations,   sneering 

will   be  quite  out  of  fas !i ion. [t  must, 

my  lord,  in  looking  at  the  aforementioned 
division,  have  made  your  heart  jump  f  .r  joy 
to  find  the  morality,  and  piety  of  the  H<ju>e 
to  greatly  improved  since  the  dnys,  when, 
npon  the  question  of  die  Slave  Trade,  tjje 
"  illustrious  Piti**  used  to  be  left  in  a  vii/w- 
Ttty  ;  when  he  who  had  power  to  do  every 
thing  ehe,  had  not  power  to  obtain  a  divi- 
sion in  his  favour  upon  this  subject.  Yes,  in 
the  House  of  Commbns,  indeed,  he  had  ; 
but,  not  in  the  House  of  I>ords,  though,  as 
yx)u  will  please  to  observe,  that  House  con- 
sisted of  nearly  the  very  same  persons  as  at 
this  day.  This  is  very  strange  indeed.  Their 
lordships  must  certainly  have  acquired  some 
rtew  lights  upon  the  subject  since  that  timej 
for,  to  luppose^   that  they  have  now  parsed 


the  bill  upon  the  same  grounds  that  thej^^bo- 
fyive  reject,id  ir,  is  something  too  shocking  to 
think  of.  What  a  wonderful  faculty  of  sta- 
ting and  arguing  your  lordship  and  your  col- 
leagues must  possess  I  Pitt,  incom^'-iax  Pi't, 
though  he  could  pass  the  sedition  bills  ; 
thou;^h  he  could  sell  the  land -tax  ;  thotvjh 
he  could  alienate  part  of  the  real  propert)  of 
the  Church  J  though  he  cordd  keep  the  act 
of  Habeas  Corpus  susj>ended  fir  si  \eu  years 
at  once;  was  not  able  to  accomplish,  with 
respect  to  the  Slave  Trade,  in  an  atluiinisJ  a- 
tion  of  twenty  years,  wh  it  vou  and  \n\\\'  coi- 
lc;i!^ues  have  accomplished  in  an  admiiiistra- 
titjii  of  about  half  as  many  months!  Well, 
tlu.n,  my  lord,  if  you  have  sudi  power,  why 


not  do  some  at  least,  of  th 


i'.y   other 
o  fjv  us  ? 


3  mi 
things,  which  you  prcmiird  to  <! 
You  will  call  this  liarjying;  but,  it  is  h.irpin.^ 
which  every  honest  m  ui  ri])pr()ves  f.f,  and 
\^hich  will  stick  to  you  as  l(;ng  as  you  are  a 

•  minister. Of    the    other  hjjeccl-.es   Mr. 

Ivoscoe's  was  worthy  of  notice.  He  S'l^:;. 
gested,  that  what  the  nation  :ni^ht  lose,  i.i 
point  of  commerce,  from  the  abolition  ut' 
the  Slave  Tmde,  it  might  gMn  by  an  CAte:,- 
sion  of  our  trade  to  the  East  fndicH.  Does  it 
appear  to  this  gentleman;  then,  (hat  coloniwi 
in  Hindostan  are  more  likely  to  benefit  tl-i«« 
country  than  colonics  at  fr.o-si\th  pVut  of 
the  distance  ?  Does  he  \]\\'\\:  thil  ci.uii:.e:iii 
are  better  suited  to  u-s  than  i'^lands  ?  Did  he 
never  hear  of  any  slavery  or  murder  b^iug 
committed  in.the  E::st  Indies  ?  Orisnotthd 
colour  of  the  people's  skin  in  that  run r. try 
quite  dark  enough  for  hiiu  ?  rerciunicc  he 
would  wish  to  keep  the  cruelty  at  as  great  a 
distance  ns  possible.  The  pco;-le  in  the  East 
Indies  are  not,  perhaps,  dri'.en  to  the. r  work 
hke  cattle,  as  it  has  been  called  3  but  they 
are  lashed  by  the  taxgather,  wlio  unites,  in 
the  same  person,  the  office  of  abi>olu(c  judge 
of  life  and  death  j  and,  let  history  say,  wlie- 
ther  more  persons  have  not  .mtfercd  deat'i 
from  E.iglish  rapacity  in  the  East  Indies,  in 
any  one  year  out  of  the  List  thirty,  than  have 
ever   so  sulTcred  in  the  West  indies,  siuco 

the  Slave  Trade  was  first  heard  of. The 

Solicitor  General  spoke  on  the  side  of  tho 
bill,  and  conchuied  with  the  following  com 
p'.iment  to  Mr.  Wilberforce:  "  Wht>n  he 
'*  looked  to  the  man  now  at  the  head  of  the 
"  French  monarchy,  surrounded  as  he  was 
"■  with  all  the  pomp  of  power,  and  all  the 
"  pride  of  victory,  distributing  kuigdoms  to 
*'  his  family,  and  principalities  to  his  fullow- 
"  ers,  seeming  when  he  sat  upon  his  throne 
"  to  have  reached  the  summit  of  human 
**  ambition,  and  the  pinnacle  of  earth ly 
"  happiness,  and  when  he  followed  that 
'*  man  iulo  his  closet  or  to  his  b<^d,  aad  con-  , 
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"  sidered  the  pangs  wi'h  which  his  solitude 
*',  must  be  torlured  and  h:s  repose  banished 
*^  by  the  recollection  of  the  blood  he  had 
"  spilled,  and  the  oppressions  he  had  com- 
"  mittedj  and  when  he  compared,  with 
*'  those  pangs  of.  remorse,  the  feelings 
*'  which  must  accompany  his  hon.  friend 
*'  (Mr.  Wilberforce)  from  that  House  to 
"  his  home,  afler  the  vote  of  the  night 
*'  should  have  confirmed  the  objfct  of  his 
*'  humane  and  unceasing  labours  ;  when  lie 
*'  should  retire  into  the  bosom  of  his  happy 
*'  and  delighted  family,  when  he  should  lay 
"  himself  down  on  his  bed,  reflecting  on 
"  the  innumerable  voices  that  would  be 
*'  raised  in  every  quarter  of  the  world  to 
'*  bless  him,  how  much  more  pure  andper- 
*^  feet  felicity  must  he  enjoy  in  the  con- 
••  sciousness  of  having  preserved  so  many 
*'  nations  of  his  fellow  creatures,  than  the 
*'  man  witli  whom  he  had  compared  hiri, 
"  on  the  throne  to  which  he  had  waded , 

^'  through  slaughter  and  oppression." 

Upon  which,  as  the  reporter  of  the  debate 
says,  there  wefe  *'  three  dhtinct  andumvcr- 
*'  sal  cheers }"  just  such,  I  suppose,  as  are 
heard,  when  a  company  of  placemen,  pen- 
sioners, and  taxgatherers,  otherwise  called 
the  *'  friends  of  government,"  drink  the 
king's  health!  But,  this  sciibbling  syco- 
phant  must  have  meant,  that  the  folks  in  the, 
gaJlery  cheered  thus.  ,  Surely  so  grave  and 
reverend  an  assembly  as  that  of  our  law- 
givers never  could  have  hooted  and  hallooed 
at  strains  so  pathetic  !  The  sanle  reporter 
says,  that  the  preceding  speech  (Sir  John 
Doyle's)  was  interrupted  by  *^  loud  and  con- 
"  iinued  hursts  6J  laughter^  He  must 
mean,  in  the  gallery.  It  is  impossible  that 
•uch  wise,  grave,  reverend,  and  almost  holy 
men.  as  Mr  Calcraftand  General  Fitzpatrick 
and  Mr.  Wynne  and  SirMenasses  Lopez  and 
;ill  the  Smiths  and  all  the  Thorntons  and  the 
like ;  it  is  impossible,  that  even  the  funny 
itories  of  Sir  John  Doyle,  with  whatsoever 
labour  selected  from  Joe  Miller  and  the  En- 
cyclopedia of  Wit,  could  have  made  such 
men  lauth,  while  their  enlightened  and 
feeling  minds  were  intent  upon  this  great 
work  of  liberty  and  humanitv.  But,  to  re- 
turn to  the  speech  of  the  Solicitor  General, 
It  may  be  thought  by  some  persons,  that  the 
compliment  to  Mr.  Wilberforce  would  have 
lost  nothing  in  its  worth,  if  it  had  not  pro- 
ceeded in  the  way  of  comparison  j  for,  there 
are  tho«»e,  who  can  remember  having  heard 
gome  of  the  present  ministry  describe  the 
subjects  of  Prusjjia  and  Russia  as  being  men 
not  quite  so  free  as  t!K?y  might  be.  This 
"Was,  indeed,  at  a  time  when  those  ministers 
l;«d  not  ta»tod  the  elixir  >  but^  tliat  «ircum- 
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stance,  tlumgh  of  primary  importance  with 
those  who  iiiKk'rst.iiid  tlio^e  thin':^s,  I.^  t.io  of- 
ten jovcrlo<iked  by  ti'.L  i;«,:;>jk  of  rnauL''.!; 
and,  therefore,  it  is  not  very  surpi  :.%!ij;.';.  U"X 
uninformed  persons  should  rt'^.rd  'i!  ^ 
**  mnn  at  the  head  of  the  Frencl;  itior.  .1  . 
as  being,  at  this  moment,  al.so  actually  en- 
gaged in  the  righteous  work  of  emancipation^ 
more  especially  when  they  revert  to  the  lan- 
gu.ige  that  xvas  made. use  of,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  relating  to  the  partition  of  Po- 
land. Nay,  there  really  are  people,  who 
pretend,  that  the  oppressed  wretches  of  cer- 
tain of  the  states  yet  unconqv.cred  by  Napo- 
leon, exj>erience  some  mitigation  of  their  op- 
pression in  consequence  of  the  dread  which 
their  rulers  hav^  of  throwing  them  into  his 
arms,  and  of",  thereby,  losing  their  preyj 
and  that,  in  this  way,  even  **  the  man  at  the 
"  head  of  the  French  monarchy,"  though  he 
does,  it  must  be  confe>sed,  dispo.^e  of  kings 
and  kingdoms  pretty  freely,  is  an  instrument 
in  tlie  hand'J  of  Providence  for  **  the  relief 
•*  ofsufl'eriug  and  degraded  humanity,"  as 
Mr  Kawkcs  called  it.  This  is,  doubtless,  an 
erroneous  opinion  ;  but,  it  shows  that  some- 
thing may  be  said  in  this  way  j  and,  there- 
fore, the  compliment  of  tlie  Solicitor  Gene- 
ral would  have  been  belter,  had  it  been  more 

simple. As  to  the  blood  that  Napoleon 

has  **  waded  through  to  the  throne,"  lean- 
not  see  for  what  purpose  it  was  introduced, 
except,  indeed,  for  the  novelty  of  the  figure. 
There  may  have  been  several  persons  mur- 
dered by  him  j  but  I  have  never  yet  seen  any 
proof  of  the  fact.  And,  J  think,  if  we  come 
to  talk  of  deposings  a ud  takings-ofi^,  that  Mr. 
Wilberforce  has  heard  of  the  Nabob  of  th* 
Cart^atlc,  the  Nabob  of  Oule,  the  Nabob  of 
Furrackabad,  the  Nabob  of  Tar.joie,  lb» 
Polygars,  the  Zemindars,  and  the  unform- 
nale  Whisker-men.  Yet  1  never  did  hear, 
that  Mr.  Wilberforce  expressed,  at  any 
time,  in  any  one  single  instance,  a  feeling  ot 
horror,  or  a  sentiment  of  disapprobation,  up- 
on the  subject.  Is  it  thai  the  jrinces  i-nd 
people  of  Hindo.'^tin  are  not  white  enough, 
or  not  black  enough  ?  What  are  the  princes 
of  Germany  to  me,  or  to  you,  reader,  more 
than  tlie  princes  of  Hindocitan  ?  The  depo- 
sing of  the  latter  gives  me  rather  more  pain 
than  the  deposing  of  the  former ;  becausp,  • 
the  deposings  in  Hindostan  add  to  the  taxes 
of  England,  and  tend  to  increase  tlie quantity 
of  bank  paper  aiul  the  number  ofpiiupers- 
Why,  then,  sliould  we  make  such  an  outcry 
in  one  case,  an<l  be  so  perfectlv  tranquil  in 
the  other  ?  Ah  !  Mr.  Solicitor  General  !  we 
may  eulogise  ourselves  and  one  another,  but, 
you  may  be  assured,  that  the  world  will  rorm 
a  just  opinion  of  us. Mr.  Wilberforce^ 
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who  concluded  the  debate,  went  over  his  old 
groniid  ;  nnd,  Mr.  ]Mnl;hus,  the  check-popu- 
lation philosopher,  having,  upon  a  former 
occasion,  been  quoted  as  an  authority  in  fa- 
vour of  negro-slavery  Mr.  Wilberforce  said, 
that  it  happened,  that  he  had  had  a  conversa- 
tion with  that  gentleman  only  ten  minutes 
before  he  entered  the  House; 'and  that  he 
had  declared,  that  his  mv*aning  had  been 
misunderstood,  and  that  lie  had  just  prepared 
a  short  appendix  to  his  work,  in  order  to  ex- 
plain his  ideas  upon  the  subject-;  whence 
was  dra\\Ti  an  inference  by  Mr,  Wilberforce, 
that,  \{  Pliny  and  01  hers  had  had  a  like  op- 
portunity, they  would  have  explained  them- 
selves too,  and  disclaimed  the  doctrines  im- 
puted to  them.  For  my  part,  I  have  ever 
considered  the  check-population  ])hiIosopher 
^s  a  defender  of  negro  slavery ;  and,  it  is  very 
probable,  that  the 'best  explanation  he  could 
have  given  would  be  merely  this  :  •*  when  I 
**  wrote  my  book  the  ministry  were  opposed 
'*  to  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade;  now 
"  the  ministry  are  lor  the  abolition  ;  and,  if 
*'  Piiny  \^'ere  here,  and  wanted  a  snug  place 
*'  or  pension,  he  would  be  for  the  abnl'tion 
**  too.*'  Mr.  Wilberforce  concluded,  a*» 
the  reporter  informs  us,  with  the  following 
comp  iment  to  the  juvenile  aristocracy,  "  the 
•'  rising  hope  of  the  country,"  as  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan styled  Lord  Barrymore  and  his  a«sociHtes 
at  the  Westminster  Election.  "The  IIo- 
•*  noarable  Genlleronn,"  ^nys  the  Reporter, 
^*  pronounced  an  elegimt  eulogium  upon  the 
"  display  of  character  and  talent  whiih  the 
'*  House  had  this  rfight  witnessed  on  the  bide 
**  of  humanity  an'd  justice,  particularly  on 
*'  the  pan  of  the  younger  members  ;  who^e 
"  lofty  and  liberal  seiitimonts  recommended 
**  and  enforced  by  the  elevation  of  their 
'*  rank,  and  the  pvrity  of  their  form  y  n)ust 
"  tend  to  produce  the  happ  est  etTects  upon 
♦'  all  classes  of  the  community.  Such  an 
"  indication  of  mind  and  feeling  must  afford 
*'  gratification  to  any  reflecting  man,  and 
'*  difFiise  the  mo.^  salutary  lessons  through- 
•*  out  the  country  ;  must  shew  to  the  peo- 
*'  pie,  that  their  lea^laiors,  and  especially 
"  the  higher  order  of  their  youths,  were  for- 
**  ward  to  a:*se;t  the  rig)its  of  the  weak 
^'  against  tlie  stiong  ;  to  vindicate  the  cause 
'*  of  the  oppressed,  and  that  where  aprac- 
"  tice  was  found  to  prevail,  inconsistent  iviih 
*'  humanity  and  justice,  no  consideration  of 
**  profit  could  reconcile  them  to  it?  con;i- 
•'  nuation." — —In  the  first  place,  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce, I  do  not  believe,  that  those  youihs 
of  "  pure  form"  have  any  profit  at  stake  in 
the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade ;  and,  no- 
thing can  he  more  easy,  or  more  common, 
than  to  ej^press  and  act  upon  lofty  s^ntip^ieBts 


of  generosity,  at  other  people*«  expence  j 
as  in  the  case,  for  instance,  of  the  late  par- 
liament making  the  insulted  people  of  this 
country  j)ay  the  debts  of  Pitt,  and  that,  too, 
observe,  when  the  priiKipal  creditors  were 
members  of  that  same  parliament  j  and  in 
which  act  of  sublime  generosity  you,  too, 
had  your  share.  But,  Sir,  is  there  no  cajse 
of  'oppression  to  be  found  without  going  to 
the  West  Indies  for  it  ?  Cannot  these  lofty 
minded  youths  find  any  other  instance,  ia 
which  they  can  convey  a  salutary  less  n  to 
the  country  ?  What  think  you  of  the  In- 
come Tax,  Sir  ?  This  is  a  lax,  which  takes 
by  means  the  most  inquisitorial,  ten  pounds 
from  every  hundred  of  a  man's  income,  from 
whatsoever  source  that  income  may  arise, 
and,  in  its  operation,  it  extends  so  low  as  to 
reach  an  income  of  fifty  pounds  a  year. 
Thus,  you,  whose  income  arises  from  land, 
pay  ten  pounds  in  the  hundred  upon  the 
rent  of  your  land,  and  my  neighbour,  who  is 
a  carpenter,  p.iys  ten  pounds  in  the  hundred 
upon  ih(?  fruit  of  his  labour.  *'  Well,*'  you 
will  say,  perhaps,  "  I  jxty  according  to  my 
*'  large  indome  and  he  according  to  his 
*'  suiriU  income."  But,  Sir,  the  difference, 
the  wide  difference,  is  thi?  ;  your's  is  a  free- 
hold estate  that  will  descend  unimpaired  to 
your  rhildien,  while  his  earnings  must  cease 
w'ltli  his  life,  and  even  with  his  health. 
Witli  y(ju  it  is  a  tax  upon  interest  j  with  him 
it  is  a  tax  upon  capital.  To  obviate  the  ef- 
fc^ctof  any  conlusion  of  ideas  which  a  crafly 
statement  might  produce  respecting  the  rise 
wliich  such  tax  produces  in  the  price  of  labour 
and  in  the  profit  of  the  tradesman,  T  shall 
suppo-e  the  case  of  a  life-hold  estate.  You 
pay  ten  pounds  a  year  out  of  the  rent  of  au 
estate  of  a  hundred  pounds  a  year  in  perpe- 
tuity ;  and  the  same  is  paid  by  the  man  who 
has  such  an  estate  only  for  his  life.  Your 
children  will  still  possess  the  whole  of  your 
estate  after  your  death  j  but,  the  children  of 
the  man  of  liie-hbld  estate  are  not  only  left 
without  such  estate;  but  are  deprived  of  tho 
tenth  part  of  the  income,  which  might  have 
been  saved  for  them,  during  the  life  of  their 
father.  The  case  of  officers  in  the  army  is 
still  more  obriou.>>ly  hard.  Suppose  an  ofii* 
ccr,  no  matter  what  his  rank,  has  a  wife 
and  children.  W  he  die  not  of  wounds  re-«^ 
ceived  in  battle,  there  is,  I  believe,  no  provi-. 
si  on  made  for  dlher  wife  or  children  ;  and, 
at  any  rate,  ihe  allowance  is  so  sm^il  as  to 
be  scarcely  sr.fSeient  to  support  life.  Yet 
this  man,  out  of  his  scanty  pay,  whirii  is 
merely  lor  life,  is  cotnpelled  to  contribute 
in  as  great  a  proportion  as  you  contribute 
from  the  mere  annual  rent  of  your  freehold 
Ckt^te,  There  is.  another  c^i^e,  which  1  wiU 
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uoty suppose,  hcc^use  I  know,  and  Ifeel'its 
existence.      A  man,  who  has,    till  lately, 
been  a  day-labourer  from  the  earliest  of  his 
worliing   days;    who    was    married    about 
twenty  years  i^go;  who,  unenlightened  by 
the  check    populai  ion  philosophy   of  your 
friend   Mr.  Mahhus,  has  had  fouitten  chil- 
dven,  has  now  ten  alive,  and  has  never,  in 
his  life,  received  aid  from  the  parish,  thoiig,h, 
until   within  these   six  years,  he  has  never 
had  any   thing   but  the  fruit  of  his  bare  la- 
l.\A:r  whereon  to  subsist  j  this  man,  who,  | 
bv  ;hc  :H.%i5tnnce  of  a   friend,  now'occnples 
a  sd::  "!  I'Trn,   is  just  beginning  to   taste  ihe  > 
r^'u-,r;t    ^r  h\^   laborious  and  virtuous  life;  , 
i.^   jr.-i  Loi>;i.i,ing  to  look  beyond  the  means 
oi    mere  ■  :x;  ucnce,  and  to  raise  his  hopes  to 
tlie  provi'^ing  of  somo  little  store  against  the 
dciy  when    it  may  please  God  to  take  him 
from   his   numerous    and   atfectionate    off- 
hpring  J    this  man,  IMr.  Wilberforce,   who 
has  alw.tys  worked  hard,  still  works  harder, 
j^nd,    until   very    lately,    has   always  lived 
harder,  than  any  of  the  sooty  objects  of  your 
philanthropy  -,    this   man,   the   moment  he 
begins  to  rise  above  mere  misery,   is  served 
with   bundles  of    hiquisitorial    pi'.pers  3     is 
pompelled  to  render  a  strict  account  of  his 
gettings  3  and,  when  he  comes  to  sit  down  at 
the.  close  of  the  day,  with  a  room  hill  of 
children,' the  youngest  of  whom    is    v\pni\ 
l»is  knee,   perhaps  he  has   to  perform    llie 
i.iiortifying  and  humiiiaimg  task   of  piuting 
Jiiaown  hatul  10  the  deed  which  lakes  from 
iiim  one  tenth  part  of  those  j^et tings,   while 
he  knows  thrit  men  of  freehold  estate,  like 
you,  pay  only  in  the  same  ],ropoi  tion  out 
of  their  annuat  rents.     Here  "were  a  case, 
tjir,  for  the  exercise  of  humanity  and  jus- 
tice ;    here  were  a    case,   indeed,    for  the 
youth  of    lofty     sentiments  of    generosiiy 
10  stand  fonvard  to  **  assert  the  rij^hts  of  the 
"  weak  against  the  strong,  to  vindicate  the 
*'  caube  ot  the  oppressed,  to  set  at  nought 
**  profit  when  opposed  to  justice  and  huma- 
"  niiy."     Bat,  though  1  know  well,  that 
there  aie  some  few  of  the  youths  of  high 
rank,  who  see  these  matters  in  the  same 
light  that  1  do,  they  are  not  amcnrjst  those 
who  talk  so  much  about  humanity  and  jus- 
tice,   and  whose  ardent  minds  ramble   in 
search  of  objects  to  the  other  side  of  tho 
Atlantic.     And,  as  to  you.  Sir,  did  you  not 
assist  in  making  the  law  which  imposed  the 
tax  upon  income  ?     Yes  j  nor  do  1  recollect 
^at,you  opposed  3  nay^   I  know   that  you 
supported,  the  laws  for  silencing  parliameit- 
tary  reformers,  though  you  yourself  l»ad,  in 
conjunv  tion  with  Pitt,  led  the  way  in  dd' 
i^^a^i^jl^^f^^gj^fif^  of  the  pailiament,    as 
1  pf  putting  a  stop  to 


that-bribery  and  corruption,  wliicb,  as  he 
and  you  asserted^  were  the  principal  cau^e 
of  idl  the  wickedness  and  misery  exist-ing  in 
the  country.  How  many  a  man  has  counted 
the  death  watch  in  the  solitary  dungeons  of 
the  Cold-Bath  Fields  prison  for  having  en- 
deavoured to  accomplish  what  you  and  Mr. 
Pitt  represented  as  necessaiy  to  the  very 
existence  of  the  nation  !  Tbey.were  not  ne- 
groes, to  be  sure ;  they  were  of  our  own 
skin  ai:d  our  own  country  5  but,  were, 
merely  for  those  reasons,  not  objects  of  hu- 
manity !  But,  Sir,  I  will  quit  the  f^ubject 
for  the  present,  and  revive  it  when  I  come 
to  Fpeak  of  that  famous  philantha^pic  csta-r 
blishment,  the  colony  of  Sierra  Leone, 
which  the  philanthropists,  now  that  th»)r 
find  that  no  money  is  to  be  gai«ed  by  the 
speculation,    are  desirous   of  turning  oyer 

to   the  unfortunate    nation. Addressing 

myself,  as  I  now  do,  to  the  philanthropists 
by  trade,  out  of  doors,  I  must  confess,  that, 
amongst  all  the  evils  that  I  apprehend  from 
the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  1  do  per- 
ceive one  great  and  solid  good ;  namely, 
that  there  will  now  bcvan  end  to  their  cnnt; 
that  the  ground-work  of  their  delusions,  of 
their  base  and  hateful  hypccrisy,  will  now 
be  lemoved  ;  and  that,  like  the  hired  **  An- 
*'  ti-iacobins,**  they  muj»t  now  starve,  or 
sv'^ek  for  some  honcster  means  of  procuring 
a. livelihood.  Tiiat  they  may,  indeed,  like 
tlie  ahove  said  **  loyal"  persons,  endeavour 
to  kc-.^p  up  the  notion  of  the  slill-existiog 
nbjtct  of  their  hostility,  is  possible;  but, 
tiie  imposture  will  soon  become  too  gUring 
not  to  be  detected  by  every  man  of  comroou 
sense  J  and,  as  to  tlie  ideotpartof  the  com- 
nutnity,  they  are  no  more  than  so  many 

tiies  in  the  producing  of  political  efttcts ' 

IV.  With  resf>ect  to  Lord  Wellesley,  it  was, 
in  a  former  sheet  of  this  volume,  observed, 
th.t  Sir  Ihomas  Turton  had  given  notice ot 
a  motion  for  the  Carnaiic  Papers,  which  ban 
betore,  in  the  year  1802,  been  moved  for 
and  afterwards  printed  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Sheridan,  at  an  expence  to  the  public 
of  many  hundreds  of  poundt,  that  gentle- 
man having  given  a  solemn  pledge,  that, 
unless  the  then  ministry  took  the  matter 
up>  in  such  a  way  as  to  wipe  oft  from 
iIk?  nation  the  stigma  of  haying  appro* 
ved  of.  the  measures  which  led  to  the  un- 
timely death  of  the  deposed  Nabob,  he 
would  so  take  it  up.  On  tlie  26th,  of  last 
month,"  the  motion  was  made  by  Sir  Tho- 
mas Turton,  who  paid  some  very  high  com- 
plimcnts  to  Lord  Weileslty .  and  Mr.  Shent 
dan,  which  the  latter  returned,  and  which, 
taken  all  together,  may  enable  us  to  guess  at 
what  vyUl.bethe  r^s^U^Qt'  thif  inquiry ,-r-^ 
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Sir  John  Anstratber  did  not  like  to  suffer  the 
characters  of  the  executive  officers  in  India 
tD  be  compHmented  anvay  by  the  prl\i:,e 
which  Sir  Thomas  aud  Mr.  Sheridan  had 
bestowed  upon  each  other.  He  said  the 
Court  of  Directors  had  approved  cf  the  re- 
volution in  the  Carnalic ;  and  deprecated 
the  revival  of  oid  charges,  many  of  tlie 
mischiefs  re$uiting  from  which  he  himself 
Icid  witnessed  in  India  ;  alluding,  per- 
chance, to  the  I Hiarges against  Mr.  Flastings, 
£ji  tlie  prosecution  of  wnom  ha  was  a  tfiosi 
nciive  mavager,  a  fact  of  which  Mr.  Robert 
Thornton  did  not  fail  to  remind  hiin.  Mr. 
Grant  and  Mr.  TlK)rnton  contended,  that  the 
Court  of  Directors  never  approved  of  the 
revolution  in  tlie  Carnatic  ;  and  they   truly 

fio     contended. Sir    Arthur    WellesJity 

♦aid,    that    this     House   had,  by    a    law, 
approved  of  the  whole  transaction.     This 
was  one  of  Pitt's  old   ? weeping  argtiments. 
Mr.    Tiemey,    the    famous    reformer    of 
abuses,     lamented  that    the    subject    had 
eoW  been  brought    forward,    as  he  could 
see, no  good  that  it  would  produce;  ai>d  much  ' 
niischief  might  arise  from  holding  out  hopes  , 
cf  a  transfer  of  propeity  ;  ihJt  is  to  say.  of  ! 
restoring  the  property  to  those,  from  whom,   t 
by  the  revolution,  it  had  been  taken.   What  j 
an  excellent  cU*^Oment  for  the  revolutionists  j 
in  France,  and  in  all  other  countries  1   What   | 
acompletequencher  for  all  those,  whd  talk  j 
of  the  iujUHice  and  rapacity  of  Napoleon  ! 

Lord  Folkestone  contended,  that  blame 

lay  somewhere,  aiwi  that,  as  to  (he  slating 
precisely,  in  this  stage  of  the  inquiry,  the 
nature  of  the  charge  (a  statement  which  had 
been  urgently  pressed  upon  Sir  Thomas 
Turton),  it  was  not  possible  to  make  it,  un- 
til the  whobofihe  papers  had  been  examin- 
ed.  The   *'  Right  Honourable"  HUey 

A«ld(ngton,  said,  that  the  quantity  of  papers 
moved  for  relaiivt;  to  India  AlFairs,  within 
the  last  year,  Surpassed  m  bulk  all  the  papers 
movfid  for,  relative  to  those  alFairs,  for  the 
six  years  preceding  j  a  fact  which  he  tliought 
necessary  (but  for  what  reason  he  did  not 
say)  to  state  to  Sir  Thomas  Turton,  whom, 
he  was  pleased  to  say,  he  really  did  sincerely 
acquit  of  being  actuated  by  any  motives   of 

party  OF  of  vanity  ! "  Mr.  S.  Stanhope 

^*  thought  it  a  most  extraordinary  mode  of 
'*  opposing  (he  hon^  baronet's  motion,  by-re- 
*'  fusing  to  assent  to  the  production  of  ihe 
•♦  papers  called  for,  until  the  object  had  been 
"  distincdy  stated,  which  object  the  papers 
*'  in  question  were  alone  toascertam.  He 
'*  complained' of  a  radical  defect  in  the  pre- 
''  sent  state  of  tl>e  government  in  India,  and 
*'  sinctrelrf  believed^  that  more  governments 
**  had  beensubvefted.hy  Uin  the  East,  than 


**  by  Buonapartd  in  the  /f^5^''— — Sir  T. 
Turton,     iii  reply,  said,     *'   that    when   it 
'*  appeared,  fiora  the  arcruments  upon  both 
**  siiles,  that  it  was   a  qiiestion  whether  the 
*'  Court  of  Directors  approved  or  disappro- 
"  ved  of  the  conduct  of  their  senants  in 
**  India,  lie  did  not  think  a  stronger  argu* 
'•  ment  tlian  this  v^ry  doubt  could  possibly  be 
*'  advanced  »n  favour  of  the  motion  he  had 
"submitted  to   the  M(mse — his  object  was 
'*  substantial  jnsticef  and  in  the  prirsuit  of 
"  that,  hou'ever  dc  licient  in  other  respects, 
"  he  shoaitl  not  be  found  defective  ia  zeaC 
''  diligence   and  perseverance.     As   to  (he 
*'  voluminous  papers   with   wiiich   he   had 
-'^  been  threatened  from  the   other  side,  if 
•'  such  papers  contributed  In  the  least  to  the 
'*  defence  of  the  acaised,  he  himself  hhould 
*^  gladly  second  the  motion  for  their  produc* 
•'  lion.  He  had  been  urged  to  state  distinct- 
*•  ly  the  object  ol*  his  motion  ;  it   was   im- 
"  possible  to  state,  in  a  case  of  such  magni- 
"  tude,    on   wh®tn  the  e^'idtnce  found  in 
"  these  papers  might  especially  bear  j  and 
"  it  was,  therefore,  in  tlie  present  stage  of 
'*  the  business,  impossible  for  him  distinctly 
**  to  pledge  himself,  further  than  avowing 
**  it  As  bis  intention  to  snbmka  motion  cora- 
**  mitring  the  House  to  a  censure  of  the  Ea^ 
'*  Ii:dla  Company,  or  its  servants,  in  the  as- 
"  sumption  of  the  government  of  the  Car- 
*'  natic.     Ihe  \vm.  barr  met  concluded  with 
'^  a)  r.ppeal  to  the  feelings  of  the  House,  in 
**  which  he  alluded  to  the  meltuiclioly  fafe 
**  of  the  deposed  Prince,  who^    he  could 
**  prove,  Imd  ptrishjed  in  a  dungeon.'* 
Mr.  Fuller  said  a  few  words,  expressive  of 
some  surprize  that  Mr.  Sheridan  did  not  - 
speak  on  this  subject— "  what  !  is  mobali- 
"  TY  DUMB   TOO  !'*     *'  Hc  Wished  these 
*'  matters  to  be  referred  to  a  judicial  tribu-- 
"  nal,  instead  of  being  discussed  in  a  po- 
"  pular  assembly,  where  it  was  subject  to 

*'  the  prejudice  of  parties." "  Mr.  Slie- 

"  ridan  said  a  few  words,  and  observed  that 
*'  the  hen.  gentleman  who  alluded  to  him 
"  had  been  a  little  precipitate  in  a«'cusing 
**  him  of  being  culpably  siient  on  this  oc- 
'*  casion,  because  he  had  spoken  upon  it 
*'  before  the  hon.  member  hapjxfned  to  be 
"  in  the  house.  As  to  the  death  of  the- 
*'  Nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  he  never  meant 
*'  to  impute  to  the  Marquis  of  Welleiley  any 
"  share  in  that  event  j  but  he  had  no  hesi- 
"  tation  in  saying  he  had  his  firm  belief  <Afl^ 
**  the  young  Prince  did  not  die  a  natural 

death:* -^Velli  but,  with  all   these  fine 

sentiments  about  humanity  and  justice  and 
rtaii  nal  cfmracter,  the  paj  e  .s  Ivive  lain  dt^r- 
ment  before  the  House  of  Commons,  ever 
since  the  oioath  of  July  or  August  U03» 
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an  order  for 'their  production  having  been 
mi^dc,  ui>on  the  motion  ot  Mr.  Sheridan, 
njoi  e  than  a  year  before  that,  at  which  time 
the  fads  of  the  revolution  were,  by  him, 
fully  stated  to  tj  e  House,  who  were  told, 
that,  umil  a  strict  inquiry  took  place,  and 
until  justice  was  done,  there  would  remain 
i\  foul  stain  upon  the  national  character  ! 
i  ! .  c  yc?.rs  is  a  tolerable  while  for  a  nation  to 
lunairj  quiet  under  such  a  stam,  especially 
V.  h-  n  it  has  so  many  honourable  and  even 
//>/  hovouralle  gentlemen  to  take  care  of 
}\  i>.:',  the  truth  is,  they  have  been  so 
«'o;rsiantly  occupied  with  weightier  matters  j 
\.  iili  volunteer  c(/rps,  of  one  of  which  Mr. 
:-:  aidan,  aiued  by  Major  Downs,  the  un- 
i.rrlaker,  is  colonel  j  with  car  projects; 
\Ai\\  catalnnTau  projects;  with  parish 
bills  and  military  and  finance  plans ;  with 
h:;ing  on  taxes ;  ai.d  with  inveighing,  in 
strains  so  ir.uignant,  against  the  insatiable 
ambition,  the  ,i;ra>ping  rapacity,  and  the 
rcir.orseless  cruelty  of  Ikiouapaiic,  .that 
they  seem  to  .have  quite  foigoUcn  the 
the  poor  Nabob  oMhe  Carnatic  !  Laud  we 
the  gods,  thattiitir  memory  has  now  been 
lelVcahet',  and  that,  lt)0,  by  a  gentleman, 
v.'h(an  JMr.  Hiley  Addington  docs  really 
'*  acq  lilt  of  i)eing  actuated  by  any  motive  of 

*/  party  or  of  cau'Uf;.  I " V.  I'he  tninnac- 

tions  relaiiii;^  to  tije  IFeslniiusivr  Election 
a/e  of  great  iijponante.  On  Thur.v.li:y,  the 
t4(ith  of  last  iijunth,  the  pctiiion,  inseri.'d  in 
my  last,  w^as  prcsciited  to  the  llouse  of 
.  C.i.amoas  by  Lord  in>lke.sione.  On  the 
27th,  another  petition  was  presented  by  Mr. 
JJiuc'.vdph,  fioai  the  independent,  the  pub- 
lic-^i>iptL(],  and  evc^ry  way  excellent  electors 
of  \.\\M  iitHriy  ol  St.  Martin  Le  Grand,  who 
compiaujcd,  in  language  most  indignani,  oi 
the  clehiy,  which,  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
hlxi  idan  hiinself,  had  been  ordered  to  take 
\\UcQ  with  respect  to  the  consideration  of 
the  petition  against  his  return.  Sinc^  that, 
M'itnesses  have  l>een  examined  at  the  bar, 
re'.a  ive  to  the  enlarges  alledged  in  Mr. 
rauii's.Iast  petition,  Ihe  result,  as  far  as 
it  caa  be  known,  is  as  well  kno\^n  to  the 
reiuler  a»  U)  mybejf ;  and,  th'J  (;b.servatioas 
which  1  ijitend  to  make  upon  tlie  evidence, 
«'«  well  IV  upon  the  cotiducl  of  tire  par^ 
tics,  mubi  Le  reserved  until  I  shah  be  in 
jiossession  of  the  minutes  of  that  evi- 
iL-nce,  as  taken  dov/n  and  printed  by  the- 
Older' of  the  House;  because,  upon  any- 
other  sJateinCiU  of  that  evidence  it  would 
l>e  unfair  to  comment  ;  and  because,  until 
the  whole  t;f  the  p*riK'e«:'Jings  are  closed, 
it,  wt>ukl  t)v  neither  just  nor  prucVnt  to  otier 
jnfy  commentary  upon  any  part  of  it.  There 
\u,\c,  howvcver,,  appeareu,  in  the  ^lorumg 


Chronicle  and  other  paj)ers,  which,  upon  all 
occasions,  praise  the  ministry,  certain  para- 
graphs reflecting  upon  the  conduct  of  Mr. 

Paull,  which  must  not  pass  unnoticed. 

These  papers,  the  same  papers  that,  one 
day,  published  a  bulletin  under  the  name  of 
Lord  Howick,  and  in  two  days  afterwards, 
declared  that  the  mini «try  had  never  autho- 
rised any  such  publication  5  these  papers 
represent  Drake,  the  principal  witness,  as 
a  person  of  infamous  character,  and  chey 
accuse  Mr.  Paull  of  liaving  selected  such  a 
man  as  a  witness.  But,  in  the  first  place, 
it  appears,  that  the  man  voluntarily  ottered 
himself  to  Mr.  Paull ;  in  the  next  place,  it 
is  evident,  that  none  but  persons  of  infa- 
mous character  will  ever  have  any  hand  in 
bribery  and  corruption,  and  that,  there- 
fore, if,  in  such  cases,  evidence  be  obtain- 
ed at  all,  if  must  come  from  some  such 
source.  But,  when  Mr.  Paull  was  told, 
lliat  the  witness  had  married  a  daughter  of 
the  Right  Honourable  Richard  Brinsley  She- 
ridan, and,  of  course,  a  sister  of  the  Muster^ 
master  Geinral  of  Ireland,  who,  though  he 
be  ot  home,  is  aUo  a  captain  in  a  regiment 
serving  abroad  ;  when  Mr.  Paull  was  told, 
by  this  Mr.  Drake,  that  be  had  been  active 
in  supporting  his  Right  Honourable  relation 
during  the  election ;  when  he  considered, 
that  this  was  one  of  our  high  blooded  oppo- 
nents, and  that  though  he  might  have  none 
of  the  blood  royal  of  the  house  of  Sheridan 
flowing  in  his  veins,  yet,  that  he  wms  become? 
bone  of  the  bt>ne  and  flesh  of  the  flesh  of 
one  who  had,  and  might,  upou  that  ground, 
fairly  be  reckoned,  as  'making  one  uj>on  ihtt 
list  of  the  **  juvenile  aristocracy,"  whoop- 
posed  us  with  so  much  zeal  at  the  election, 
and  whose  characters  had  been  so  highly 
extolled  by  Mr.  Sheridan;  .when  Mr.  Paull 
considered  all  this,  it  is  not,  1  think,  very 
surprising,  that  he  should  have  itiought  Mr. 
Drake  one  of  the  very  best  witnesses  that  be 
could  possibly  obtain  ;  especially  when  fae 
heard,  as  the  public  has  since  beard,  that 
lyir.  Drake  was  a  pemion^  upon  the  list  of 
Unyd^s^Jund  !  What!  Were  fhe  circum- 
stance^ of  his  having  married  a  daughter 
of  a  Privy  Councillor,  and  of  his  having 
bctn  honoured  with  a  pension  from  the 
discriminating  rewafders  of  merit  at  Lloyd's; 
weri3  these  circumstances  that  rendered 
Mr.  Drake's  chaiacler  an  object  of  sus- 
picion, and  that  argued  a'  cpminal  inten- 
tion in  Mr.  Paull  to  aci:ept  of  him  as  a 
witness  r  Answer  me  this,  you,  venal 
scribes  !  With  rne,  indeed,  these  circuno- 
htanccs  would  have  weighed  nothing  at  all 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Drake,  j  but,  it  dbesnot 
follow  Uiat  Mr,  TauU,  who  mivj  uatoralljr 
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have  a  very  strong  desire  to  overcome  his  think,  men  in  their  then 
enemies,  and  who  must  have  felt  a  still 
closer  interest  than  I  could  have  felt,  should 
view  the  circumstances  \n  question  m  the 
same  light  that  I  should  have  viewed  them. 
—Now,  as  to  the  general  chnrnrtcr  of 
Mr.  Paull  and  of  Mr.  Powell  too,  as  far,  at 
i€ist,  as  relates  to  transactions  of  the  kind 
here  spoken  of,  I  am  tolerably  com])etent 
to  speak.  By  turning  to  page  bl4  of  the 
foregoing  volume  of  the  Register,  the  reader 
wll  perceive,  that  I  there  explicitly  declared, 
that,  from  that  moment,  I  would  tp.ke, 
personally,  no  further  part,  in  the  West- 
minster contest.  I  dissa[)proved  of  any 
prcceedings  with  a  view  of  reeoverii.g  the 
Beat,  though  I  was,  in  my  own  mind,  fully 
convinced  that  Mr.  Paull  was  entitled  to  it. 
At  the  time  when  I  expressed  my  disappro- 
bation, I  adverted  to  a  speech  of  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan, as  reported  in  Debi.ltt's  Debites  under 
the  date  of  the  2()lh  ot  August,  1797,  where 
he  is  represented  to  have  said,  tliat  *'  he 
•*  could  show  him  (Lord  Haw!^psbury)  that 
^'  the  proprietors  ol  boroughs  had  acted 
*'  upon  a  system  that  inu^t  be  ci.t  up  by  the 
**  roots,  or  this  country  coidd  not  siaiid. 
*•  He  would  say,  that  they  had  bought 
*^  boroughs,  and  afterwards  voted  away  the 
*'  money  and  the  rights  of  the  people,  as  if 
*'  both  had  been  their  absolute  property. 
'*  That  there  had  been  a  man  in  that  House 
-*'  who  had  seven  or  eight  seats  in  it ;  that 
"  he  was  connected  with  the  minister,  and 
*'  that,  without  one  foot  of  laud  in  Ireland, 
'*  he  was  made  an  Irish  peer.  He  could 
*'  show  him  persons,  who  could  not,  iu- 
*'  deed,  buy  men  and  sell  them,  because 
"  that  was  not  yet  to  be  done  y  but,  who 
V  bought  and  sold  boroughs,  and  with 
*^  them  bought  and  sold  the  dearest  interests 

♦*  of    the  jieople." After  adverting  to 

this  passage,  which  had  first  been  published 
in  the  news-papers  and  afterwards  in  a 
book,  I  gave  my  reasons,  which  it  would  be 
quite  unnecessiiry  to  state  here,  for  exhorting 
Mr.  PauJl  to  remain  content  with  "  the  post 
^'  of  honour.**  Other  person*  were,  how- 
ever, of  aditForent  opinion  ;  and,  as  1  \Vas 
iiilly  convinced  that  the  cause  was  just,  1 
did,  when  it  had  been  once  undertaken, 
heartily  wish  it  success  5  but,  to  good  wishes 
my  domestic  arrangements  for  the  winter 
necessarily  led  me  to  confine  myself,  and, 
Thave  known,  and  do  still  know,  very  little 
more  of  the  transactions  relating  to  tiie 
petition  ihan  what  has  reached  ire  through 
•  those  respectable  vehicles,  the  London  daily 
news-papers.  But,  of  the  conduct  cf  both 
Mr.  Paull  and  Mr.  Powell,  during  ike  elec- 
tion, a  «easop>  wheu^  if  ever,  one  would 


faro 

men  m  tneir  then  situation  would 
have  been  tempted  to  swer\'e  from  the  path 
of  morality,  1  was  well  acquainted  with 
all  they  did,  and  their  conduct  was  such  as 
to  convince  me,  that,  into  whatever  acts 
of  imprudence  the  former  might,  by  the 
warmth  of  his  temper.  Be,  at  any  timo 
hurried,  they  were  bplh  perfectly  honour^ 
able  men.  Many  were  the  instances,  in 
which,  upon  the  condition  of  paying  a 
guinea  or  two,  Mr.  Paull  was  offered  a  nunft- 
ber  of  votes.  Every  such  offer  he  rejected  j 
writing  to  some  such  offerers,  and  verbally 
declaring  to  others,  that  he  would  never -give 
a  farihing  for  the  'vote  of  any  man  j  that 
he  was  resolved  to  stand  or  fall  by  the 
free  and  unbiased  choice  of  the  people, 
to  whom  he  had  tendered  his  services  This 
was  his  uniform  conduct.  There  was  no 
ostentation  in  it  It  was  next  to  impossible 
to  disguise  any  thing  from  me,  who  was  in 
his  house  during  the  whole  of  the  election, 
and  without  whose  know  ledge' no  transaction 
of  any  impoftance  could  have  taken  place. 
One  particular  instance  of  his  conduct  will 
fier\'e  to  illustrate  his  character,  as  counect- 
edwith  such  matters.  Amongst  the  persons, 
who,  upon  the  issuing  of  his  first  advertise- 
ment, came  flocking  round  him  witli  volun- 
tary offers  of  service,  was  one  who  testified 
uncommon  zeal,  and  who,  in  a  short  time, 
brought  him  lists  of  hundreds  of  promi.«ed 
votes.  In  a  few  days,  however,  it  appeared 
that  this  man  was  a  common  informer.  When 
we  received  the  first  intimation  of  this,  I 
really  thought  Mr.  Paull  would  have  dropped 
upon  the  floor.  *•'  Cobbett,"  said  he,  **  I 
*•  am  sick  at  the  thought  of  this  ;**  and  he 
would  actually  have  given  an  immediate  pr- 
der,  that  the  canvassing  book  should  be  ta- 
ken from  the  man,  and  that  he  should  be 
forbidden  to  come  again  to  the  room 
of  his  committee,  had  I  not  remonstra- 
ted against  this  precipitate  step  as  likely 
unnecessarily  to  throw  this  active  man  into 
the  service  of  our  enemies.  *'  In  the  ac- 
"  cepling  of  the  voluntary  services  of  com- 
"  raon  inforgiers,'*  said  1,  **  you  will  still 
"  keep  at  a  due  distance  behind  the  piouai 
**  membern  of  the  society  for  the  Suppres- 
**  sion  of  Vice,  as  also  behind  the  laws  for 
"  the  detection  oi'  frauds  upon  the  revenue.'* 
We  did,  however,  take  care  to  have  no, 
more  to  do  with  the  man.  We  got  rid  cf 
him  by  an  intermediate  hint  j  and  I  do  not 
believe  that  he  attempted  to  do.us  any  harm, 

So  scrupulous  as  this   was  Mr.  Paull, 

So  perfectly  honourable! What  1  ha\c 

said  ot  him  I  also  say*  of  Mr.  Powell,  who 
was  a  partner  in  all  our  coulicils,  and 
whose  heart,   J  am  cwnvincQd,  is  as  pure 
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as  his  manners  are  amiable  aud  as  his 
talents  are  bright;  formiug,  in  his  u  hole 
moral  character,  not  Is^s  than  in  his  per- 
son, a  striking  contrast  with  the  at  once 
crafty  and  profiigate  man,  whom.  I  coula 
name.-  For  me,  who  am  at  this  dis- 
tance from  the  scene,  to  assert  positively, 
that  neither  of  these  gentlemen  have,  by  che 
jjjtural  warailh  of  the  one,  or  by  the  zea- 
lous friendship  of  the  other,  been  Ivd  into 
any  act  of  ir.tliscrelion,  would  be  presump- 
tuous ;  especially  wht'n  I  feel,  thai  I  my- 
tolf,  under  similar  circumstances,  hiighi  have 
acted  indiscreetly.  But,  it  will  require  some- 
thing much  moi-e  authentic  than  news-paper 
clamour  to  excite,  in  my  mind,  even  a 
doubt  ap  to  thcii:  honour  ;  and  I  beseech 
the  public,  and  my  readers  in  par- 
ticular, not  to  be  in  haste  to  form  their 
opinions  j  but  to  wait  until  the  whole  of  the 
proceedings  are  closed,  and  until  we  have 
been  able  to  take  a  calm  and  impartial  view 
of  ihoic  proceedings.  If  it  should  clearly 
appear,  that  any  dishonourable  act  has  been 
hUentionally  committed  by  these  gentlemen, 
I  shall,  how  much  soever  I  may  lumen t  the 
occasion,  be  amongst  the  first  to  condemn 
tliem ;  but,  if  it  should  not  so  appear,  they 
will,  in  spite  of  the  unanimous  out^cry  of  the 
ignorant,  the  cowardly,  and  the  coriaipt,  find 
me,  I  trust,  the  very  last  to  desert  them. 

I  should  have  noticed,  in  this  number, 
how  the  last  seven  days'  lies  have  again  been 
succeeded  by  the  account  of  another  French 
victory,  which,  it  appears,  will  lead  the 
French  army  to  Konigsberg  j  but,  in  my  es- 
timation of  things,  the  late  of  Westminster 
is  of  much  more  importance  than  that  of 
Prussia,  and  of  Rusbia  into  the  bargain. 

BoUejj,  5lli  M<trch,  1 8O7. 


^Recapture  nj^  Buenos ^yrts. 


IS71 


DOMESTIC  OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
Recapture  of  Ruenos  Ayres.     From  the 
London  Gazette,     Downin^-street,  Janu- 
ary 27,  I8O7 

[Coyclitfled  from  page  3  5.] 
On  the  13th  ii\the  morning,  the  detachment 
marines,  under  the  command  of  Lieut. 
Swaile,  was  embarked  from  Ensenada,  and 
his  two  Siiimish  fidd  pieces  spiked  and. 
thrown  into  the  river. — On  the  14Ui,  1  sailed 
for  this  anchorage,  where  I  arrived  the  fol- 
lowing day,  and  immediately  addressed  the 
Governor  of  Jvlonle  Video  on  the  subject  of 

our  troops. On  the  l6lh,  in  consequence 

of  receiving  by  Colonel  Liniers*  aid -de-camp 
a  letter  from  Gen.  Bcresford,  I  dispatched 
two  of  the  transports  to  Buenos  Ayr«s,where 
one  arrived  on  the  17ih  ;  but  from  the  pre- 
varioati<jn  of  the  Governor  of  Monte  Video 
in  the  ftrst  instaucCj  and  ki^  Jubsequcnt  dLs- 


\  honourable  conduct,  no  troops  have  yet  been 
embarked. —     Whilst  I  had  the  honour  of 
being  on  boa;d  the  Leda,  I  liad  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied  wi^h  the  zealous  atleutioti  of 
Capt.  Honyman,    his  olhceiis,    and    ship'* 
company  5  and  1  cannot- but  express  my  ex- 
treme approbation  of  the  conduct  of  all  the 
officers  and  seamen,  who  were  cojisi^ntly 
employed  in  the  smali  vessels  and  boats,  un- 
der ahiiost  e\ery  privation,  and  in  the  very 
severe  and  trying  weather  which    we  expe- 
ritncej   t!ie  hhi  ten  days.-^-I  most  sincerely 
regret,  l.owever,  ll  at  mysiiaation  has  im- 
posed oil  me  the  painful  duty  of  inaking  this 
report  to  their  lordships,  especially  a^  it  is 
dine  principally  by  materials  cclkcted  Irom, 
dniercnt. people,    which   they  probably,  in 
many    instances,  deduced  from   vague   and 
uncertain  conclusions  ;  it*  however  it  .should 
hereafter  appear  that  I  have  faiied  io  any  in- 
stance to  do  ample  justice  to  the  conduct, 
energy,  and  prowess  of  Gen.  Eeresford,  aid 
the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  coGJmand, 
it  has  been  owing  to  the  limited  scale  of  my 
communications  hince  the  12th,  from  the  ex- 
treme jealousy  of  the  enemy,  and  not  from 
any  indisposition  to  appreciate  their  merits 
in  the  most  liberal  manner  j    a  .sentiment 
which  I  have  held  on  every  occasion,  and 
publicly  marked  it  in  all  ray  former  dispatch- 
es.  1  have  the  honour  10   be.   Sir,   your 

obedient  humble  Servant, —  hi.  Popham." 
[Here  follows  the  terms  of  cipituiatiouj 
and  the  return  of  killed;  wounded,  and  mis- 
shig.] 

Diadem,  Rio  de  la  Plata,  Oct.  9,  130(5. 

SiK, On   the  5ih  instant,  otf  Lobes, 

we  fell  in  with  the  Rollo,   having  a  detach- 
ment of  the  3yth  on  board ;  she  sailed  from' 
the  Cape  in  company  with  the  Melantbo; 
which  was  to  the  westward  of  her.     I  took* 
tlie  troops  oat  of  the  Rollo,  and  sent  her  to 
Rio  Grande,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing 
any  flour  or  biscuit,  and  ascertaining  whe»- 
ther  any  quantity  of  the  latter  could  be  baked 
there. --On  the  dth  we  returned  to  this  an- 
chorage, where  we  found  the  Protector,  with 
the  Adamant  and  Columbine  transports,  hav- 
ing on  board  detachmeuts  of  the  38th,  and 
the  Diadem  victualler.     I  lost  no  time  in  or- 
dering all  the  men  of  war  to  complete  their 
provisions  to  three  months,  for  fear  of  any 
accident  happening  to  the  victualler,-- — On: 
the  7th  in  the  evening,  the  Medusa  joined, 
with  four  of  the  Lancaster's  convoy  j  and 
Capt.  Bouverie  reporied,  that  the  Lancaster 
was  to  the  eastward  with  the  remaining  two 
ships,  having  the  preceding    night   parted 
their  cables.    The  Leda  joined  the  seme' 
evening,  and  Capt.  Honyman  reported,  that, 
he  had  dciaiued  aDaiiijih  ship,  bound  t* 
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IVIonte  Video,  having ^n  boavd  the  Governor 
of  Valdivia. — I  intended  to  have  dispatched 
the  Wellington  this  evening,  hot  Coi.  Vassal 
particularly  requested  I  would  detain  hur  till 
the  arrival  or  the  Lancaster,  as  Col.  Back- 
house was  a  senior  Lieut.-Col.  to  hiniselt, 
and  succeeding  adventiiicwisly  to  the  com 
mand  of  the  army,  he  would  naturally  be 
desirous  of  making  a  report  to  the  Duke  of 
York  of  the  stntc  of  his  force,  and  the  ar- 
rangements he  had  nvdde. — The  weather  was 
so  hazy,  and  the  current  so  strong  to  the 
fiouthward,  that  the  Lancaster  did  not  join 
till  the  12lh,  in  tlie  evening  j  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  as  it  apjAared  to  me,  that  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  troops  in 'ended  to 
make  his  tirj»L  attempt  on  Montevideo,  and 
was  anxious  to  see  that  place,  I  directed 
Capt.  llowU'v  to  take  all  the  tran>porls  to 
Flores  liay,  and  procecvled  on  the  14th  oft! 
Monte  Videp,  and  then  to  Flore-s  where  we 
arrived  on  the  J5ih  in  the  morning.  IVom 
the  to  the  27th  it  blew  so  hard,  that 

^loihing  could  be  attempted ;  on  the  2Sth, 
In  the  mcrniug.  the  wind  was  easterly,  and 
jEvery  circumitanceas  favourable  as  pos>»ib!e, 
to  try  the  experiment .  and,  as  the  pilots  as- 
sured us  a  flat  rail  oiV  {rom  the  rocks  of  the 
town  for  a  mile,  making  precir>;.iy  the  same 
water  alongside  of  them  ai>  ai  that  distance,  I 
ordered  Capt.  Edmonds,  wlu>  \cry  ha^id- 
somciy  requested  to  lemain  till  the  experi- 
ment was  tried,  and  to  coaimaud  the  leading 
^transport,  not  to  attend  to  the  osten.sible  or- 
ders of  leading  down  in  three  fathom,  but  to 

*  haul  in  till  he  had  small  (juarter  less  three,  to 
ascertain  whcHier  the  fiat  really  run  off  as 

■  described,  ornot.  Capt.  Edmonds  will  ex- 
plain the  circumstance  fully  to  their  lord- 
ships: he  bordered  as  near  the  bhore  as  he 
coiild>  for  the  safety  of  the  frigates,  and  then 
was  only  within  random  shot,  and  therefore 
i  would  not  )et  the  Leda  go  do*vn  a  second 
tirae,  for  unless  the  ships  coidd  have  got 
well  within  point-blank  shot,  there  was  no 
chancy  of  making  a  breach  for  tlie  army  to 
land  in  the  town.  Although  the  enemy  fi- 
red for  more  than  an  hour  on  our  ships,  m 
consequence  of  their  being  but  little  wind,  I 
am  happy  to  inform  you  that  only  one  man 
was  wounded. — As  I  now  saw  it  was  imjxjs- 
sible  to  get  close  enough  in  to  make  any 
breach  in  the  south  wall  with  the  men  of 
-war,  I  projjosed  to  Col.  Backhouse  to  take 
Idaldonado,  which  I  should  have  attempted 
early  in  the  winter,  if  the  marines  had  not 
been  left  at  Buenos  Ay  res. — ^Maldonado  is  an 
excellent  harbour,  where  the  fleet  can  wa- 
ter, and  get  bullocks,  which  now  really  be- 
came very  necessary  to  recruit  our  n^n-^- 
The  likad  Corrstij  which  forpajs  the  harl)pur 


ofMaldonado,  is  very  strong,  and  after  the 
troops  are  landed  to  take  the  village,  and  the 
biittcries  ou  the  sea  coast  in  reverse,  I  shall 
pro,'^  KC  to  take  the  island  by  the  navy,  pro* 
vi(ka  it  does  not  surrender  to  my  sutpmons. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be,  S\t,  ycur  most 

obedieut  Servant, IIomp.  Popham 

Diadem,  Maldonado  Hi  rbour,  Rio  de  la 
Phita,  Oct.  30,  l8Ud. 

Sin, 1  considered  it  right  to  take  pos^ 

session  of  the  harbour  of  xvlaldonado,  as  a 
safe  anchorage  for  the  ships  now  in  the  ri- 
ver, and  those  expected  to  arrive,  indepen* 
dent  of  the  supplies  which  that  district  could 
so  abunduntjy  furu'sh  us  with. — I,  therefore, 
rcqu'vbi  that  you  will  inform* my  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  tlie  Admiralty,  that  ihe  mo- 
ment I  satislied  Brig. -Gen.  Backhouse  of  tho 
expediency  of  the  measure,  no  time  ^as  lost 
in  moving  partot  the  33ih  regiment  to  the 
Leda  and  Medusa,  when  they  accompanied 
the  Diad<.-m  to  this  place.— The  frigates  aa^* 
chored  about  five  o'clock,  yesterday  evening, 
to  the  westward  of  the  westernmost  baliery; 
and.  Capt,  Honyman  informed  me  by  tele-, 
grajih,  that  the  beach  was  smooth,  and  that 

tlie  viebarkation  could  l>e  easily  covered, • 

At  bx,  the  troops  troiu  the  Diadem  assem-. 
bled  rjlong^lde  tlu' I^da,  anda  landing  waa 
immediately  elft-oti  j,  without  any  opposi- 
tion ;  but,  as  1  tlj'Vigb^  it  possible  tJuit  ihC' 
enemy  might  hnvg  a  greater  force  (Ikui  lie 
shewed  on  the  hills,  and  as  ihc  nvtiire^t  J.ans- 
port  was  yet  !-ome  distance  from  ihe  roads, 
I  ordered  tlitf  .nnrines  oi"  liie  Medusa,  and  a 
company  of  Blues,  from  each  ship,  to  be 
landed,  to  support  the  army,  who  entered, 
and  toolv  possession  of  the  village  ofMaldo- 
nado before  eight  o'clock. —  7'his  morning 
I  sent  a  summons  to  tke  fortified  Island  of 
Gorreti,  which  forms  this  harbour  j  and  I 
inclose,  for  their  lordships'  information,  a 
copy  of  it,  with  the  commandant's  answer, 
and  my  reply,  which  was  accompanied  bjj 
an  assurance  through  Lieut.  Wiseman  of  the 
Diadem,,  who  was  employed  on  this  service, 
that  I  would  not  hold  any  further  commu- 
nication with  him,  until  his  Majesty's  co- 
lours, which  J   sent  for  that  purpose,  were 

hoisted  on  the  fort. ^I'his  proposition  wjisr 

acceded  to,  and  the  Spanish  piisoners  were 
immediately  embarked,  consisting  of  one 
captain,  two  lieutenants,  one  ensign,  and  one 

hundred  and  four  men. Gorreti  is  a  vuy 

strong  position,  deiended  by  twenty  twenty- 
four  pounders,  in  four  batt».ries,  so  placed  as 
to  command  the  roadstead,  the  eastern  pas- 
sage between  it  and  the  Peninsula  ;  and  the 
only  two  practical  beaches  for  landing. 
The  troops  were  disembarked  as  they  ar- 
rived^ and  the  transports-ordered  to  be  wii- 
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tcrcd  as  fast  as  possible,  and  held  in  readi- 
ness for  any  other  service. — It  is  impohsible 
lor  me  to  conclude  this  dispatch,  without  as- 
Ruring  their  lordships  that  1  continue  to  re- 
ceive the  most  cordial  assistance  from  every 
officer  and  naan  in  the  squadron  under  my 
command ;  nor  could  I  observe  the  least 
abatement  of  .their  zeal,  under  many  consi- 
derable privations  which  they  experienced 
cmring  the  whole  of  tliis  winter. — I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  &:c. — Home  Popham. 

Return  of  ordnance  taken  in  the  Island  of 

Gorreti. ^Twenty  twenty-four  pounders, 

mounted  on  iield  carriages,  side  arms,  and 
aa)munitiou,  complete. — Four  twenty-four 
pounders,  not  mounted. — 200  stand  of  arms, 
and  various  other  small  articles. — —Home 
Popham. 

His  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Diadem, 
Rio  de  la  Plata,  Oct.  30,  1800. 

Sir,  His  Britannic  M.-jesly's  forces 
aie  in  possession  of  Mr.ldonado,  and  with  a 
view  to  save  time,  as  the  general  is  on  shore, 
I  summon  you  to  surrender  the  island  of 
Crorreti. — Any  opposition  on  your  part,  to 
fuch  a  force  as  is  n(^w  in  this  bay,  must  be 
fruitless  j  and  if  you  do  not  allow  the  offi- 
cer, who  is  charged  with  this  letter,  to  hoist 
his  Majesty's  colours  at  the  fort,  and  trust 
to  the  known  liberality  of  the  British  na- 
tion, you  will  have  to  answer  for  all  tha  se- 
rious and  inevitable  consequences  of  an'  at- 
tack, whenever  the  general  and  myself  think 
it  expedient  to  make  one.  (Signed)     Home 

Popham. ^lo   the  Commandant  of  the 

ibland  of  Gorroti. 

tlis  Majesty's  ship  Diadem,  Rio  de'la 
Plata,  October  30,  1806'. 

Sia, ^I'he  island  must  surrender  im- 

nitdiately. — ^The  British  tiation  always  treats 
its  prisoners  with  honour  and  liberality.  ■ 
Private  propt?rly  is  held  sacred  by  British 
officers. — The  Spanish  officers  and  men  at 
Gorreti  shall  immediately  join  the  prisoners 
already  taken.     (Signed)     Home   Popham. 

To  the  Commandant  of  the  Island  of 

Gorreti. 

TRANSLATION. 

Sir, ^The  honour  of  the  Spanish  arms 

not  permitting  me  to  surrender  at  discretion, 
as  you  desire,  by  your  letter  which  you  sent 
mc,  dated  thp  30th  instant,  I  trust  you  will 
grant  me  the  \erms  which  accompany  this, 
to  vindicate  ray  honour  with  my  8U|x?riors. 
Our  Lord  preserve  you  many  years. 

Island  of  Gorreti,  Oct.  30,  1806. 

Terms  mode  in  the  Island  of  Gorreti,  the 
30th  Oct.  1800\—1.  The  garrison  to  march 
out  with  all  military  honours,  keeping  their 
nrm.Sj  and  the  officers,. Serjeants,  and  corpo- 
rals, their  swords. — II.  AU  their  effects  to  be 
ernbatkc^j,  and  Ciirried  to  the  Main  by  the 
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British  boats,  there  not  being 
island.— HI.  The  garrison  to  be  pcrriiitted 
to  proceed  to  Monte  Video,  on  coiidiiion  of 
not  bearing  arms  imtil  exdiangcM. — IV.  The 
remains  ot  artillery  and  stores  sliali  faithfully 
be  delivered  up. — V.  No  prrjon  to  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  the  island  betbre  it  is  eva- 
cuated, except  those  intended  to  t:ike  pos- 
session.  AuGusTiN  DE  Leros. — ^T'o    the 

General  of  Great  Britain. 

FOREIGN  OFFICIAL  PAPERS.  • 
Continental  War. — Twenty -second  Bul^ 

ii't'm  of  the  Grand  Frenck  Amy .      (^Con^ 

eluded  from  page  g2.J 

The  Emperor  had  all  along   by  him, 
besides  his  imperial  guard,  a  large  body  of 
troops,   as  a  reserve  to  act  in   unforeseen 
•vents. — Marshal  Sodt  having  got  possession 
of  the  wood,  which  occupied  him  two  hours 
made  a  move  forwards.     At  that  instant,  the 
Emperor  gave  orders  that  the   division  of 
French  cavalry  in  resene  should  begin  to 
take  post,  and  that  the  two  new   divisiorts 
from  the  army  of  Marshal  Ney  should   take 
station  upon  the  field  of  batde  by  the  re:ir. — 
All  the  troops  of  the  reserve  were  adviinctd 
to    the  feremost  line,   which    being     thus 
strengthened,  threw  the  enemy  into  disorder 
and  thev  instantly  retired  — They  rerrio'ed 
themselves  for  about  an  hour;  b%u  vc^re  cast 
into  dreadful  confusion,  at  the  moment  when 
our  division  of  dragoons  and  cuirassiers,  hav- 
ing the  Grand  Duke  of  Berg  at  their   head, 
were  able  to  take  a  part  in  the   en;x^fi^f^^^^^- 
These  brave  cavaliers^  aware  thai  the  fate  of 
the  batde,  espc-ciaily  at  tlie  conclusion  of  the 
day,  depended  \ipon  them,  bore  the  Prusiians  ' 
down  before  them  in  great  confusion  where- 
ever  they  met  them.     The  Prussian  cavalry 
and  infantry  could  not  withstand  the   sho^k. 
In  \'nin  did  they  form  themselves    into  n 
square;  five  of  their  battalions  were  put  to 
the  rout;  artillery,    cavalry,    infantry,    all 
were   surprised    and    taken.     I'he    French    • 
came  at  the  same  instant  to  Weimar  os  the 
enemy,  who  found  themselves  plirsued  for 

six  hours. On  our  right  wing.  Marshal 

Davoust  did  wonders.  Not  merely  did  he 
maintain  his  ground,  but  he  followed  fight- 
ing for  the  space  of  three  hours  against  the 
great  body  of  the  enemy's  troops  from  the 
defiles  of  Koefen. — ^I'his  officer,  to  a  distin- 
guished bravery  joins  a  vast  deal  of  firmness, 
the  first  recommendation  of  a  warrior.  He 
w^s  supported  by  Generals  Gudin,  Friant, 
Morand,  Daultranne,  chief  of  the  general 
staft',  and  by  the  steady  intrepidity'of  his 
brave  light  corps  .--The  result  of  the  batde  is 
fi-om  30,000  to  40,000  prisoners  of  war,  300 
pieces  of  cannon,  immense  magazines  and 
)  qi;:mtitic$  of  provisions.    Among  the  pri"? 
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soners  are  more  than  twenty  generals ; 
among  others,  several  Iicut.-gen':ra^';  one  is 
lieut.  gen.  Scl\uiettau.  The  amount  ot  the 
loss  ot  the  Prussian  nrmy  is  enormous;  it  is 
estimat-ed  nt  at>ove  20,(X)0  killed  and  wound- 
ed. Marshal  Molleodorf  is  wounded  j  tlie 
Duke  of  Brunswick  and  General  lluchel  are 
killed,  and  Prince  Henry  of  Prnsiia  is 
wounded  desperately  Accord!  ns;  to  the  ac- 
counts of  deserters,  prisoners  of  var,  and 
flags  of  trace,  the  disorder  and  confusion  m 
the  recoainder  of  the  enemy's  army  is  at  the 
utmost. — On  our  side,  we  have  only  to  la- 
ment the  lossof  JBrigadiei  General  De  Belli, 
a  brave  soldier ;  and  the  wound  of  Brigade 
General  Conroux.  Among  the  killed  are 
Colonels  Verges  of  the  12ih  infantry  of  the 
line,  Lamotte  of  the  36il\,  Barbcnegre  of  the 
9th  regiment  of  hussars,  Marigny  of  the 
2Sih  chas>5<?iir5,  Ilarispe  of  the  l6lh  light  in- 
fantry, Halembtjurg  of  the  1st  dragoons, 
Nicolas  of  the  (iUt  of  the  line,  Vialn  of  the 
81st,  and  Iligonet  of  the  lOSth. — ^1  he  hus- 
sars and  chabsenrs  di-^playcd  a  valour  on  this 
day,  which  entitles  them  to  the  highest 
praise.  The  Pr.issian  cavalry  were  never 
able  to  stand  ag«inst  them,  and  all  the  cflairs 
they  had  with  the  inl^antry  were  fortunate. — 
Of  the  French  infantry  we  shall  say  nothing. 
It  \n  known,  long  since,  that  it  is  the  best  in- 
fantry in  the  world.  I'he  Emperor  declares 
Uiat  the  French  cavalry,  after  the  experience 
of  the  two  last  cnm])aigns  end  last  battle,  I)as 
not  its  like. — ^llie  Prussian  army  has,  in  tiiis 
campaign,  lost  eveiy  point  of  retreat  in  its 
line  of  operations.  Its  left  wing,  followed 
by  Marshal  Davoust,  begins  its  retreat  to 
Weinaar,  at  the  same  time  that  its  right 
wfng  and  centre  take  their  retreat  from 
Weimar  toward  Na'miburg.  1  he  confusion 
was,  therefore,  extraordinary.  The  King 
was  forced  to  retreat  acro6S  the  field,  .at  the 
head    of    his    regiment    of    cavalry. 
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Twenty 'Third  Bulletin  of  the  Grand  French 
Army, 
The  Duke  of  Weimar  passed  the  Elbe  at 
Havel  berg.  Marshal  Soult  proceeded,  on 
the  29th,  to  Ilnthnau,  and  on  the  30th  to 
Wertenhausen. — On  the  2t;th,  the  column 
of  the  Duke  of  Weimar  was  at  Rhinsherg, 
and  the  Prince  of  PonteCoivo'(ljv.Tnack>ite) 
was  at  the  same  time  at  Furstenberg.  Theie 
is  no  doubt  that  this  corps,  consisting  of 
14,000  men,  have  already  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  French  army,  or  arc  at  this  mo- 
ment in  the  act  of  surrendering;  General 
Blucher  also  left  Rhinsberg  in  the  morning 
of  the  29th  with  7^0(X)men,  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed to  Stettin,  but  Marshal  Lannes  and  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Berg  had  three  days  march  in 
advance  of  iiina.    This  column  is  therefore 


now  in  our  power,  or  will  be  captured  with- 
in 48  hours. — In  the  last  bulletin,  we  noen- 
tioned  that  the  Grand  Duke  of  Bers:,  in  tho 
affair  of  Prentzlow,  obliged  the  Prince  of 
Hohenlohe,  and  his  17,000  men,    to   laf 
down  their  arms.     On  the  29th,  an  enemy's 
corps  of  6000  men  like\C^ise  capitulated  to 
General  Milhaud,  at  Passewalk.     This  gives 
us  20(X)  horses  more,  with  their  saddles,  har- 
nesses, and  hangers.     There  are,  besides, 
more  than  6OOO  horses,  which  the  Emperor 
has  still  at  Spandau,  after  having  mounted 
all  his  cavalry. Marshal  Sonlt  having  ar- 
rived at  Rathnau,  fell  in  witli  iive  squadrons 
of  Saxon  cavalry  j  they  sdicited  a  capitula- 
tion, which  was  granted.     This  produced  a 
farther  supply  of  500  horses  for  the  army. — 
We  have  taken,  up  to  this  period,  150  stand 
of  colours,  among  which  are  tome  embroi- 
dered by  the  hands  of  the  btauiiful  qucea 
herself;  a  beauty  whicii  ns  proved  as  disas- 
trous to  the  peOfj!e  of  Prussia,  as  tjiat  of  He- 
len did  to  tlie  Troj.ms. — ^I'he  states  of  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick  are  taken  possession  of, 
and  it  is  believed  that  the  Duke  has  fled  t<» 
England.     All  his  tn»ops  are  disarmed.     If 
he  deserves  the  hatredof  the  French  people, 
he  has  no  less  merited  that  of  tlie  Prussian 
nation  and  army  ;  of  the  nation,  which  ac- 
cuses him  of  h/iug  one  of  the  promoters  of 
the  war  J  of  the  army,  which  complains  of 
his  manoeuvre^,  and  all  Lis  military  proceed- 
ing<5.     The  reliance  so  improperly  placed  on 
theycung  i^en.^-d^armes  is  pardonable:   but 
the  conduct  of  this  prince,  in  the  72d  year  of 
his  age,   exhibits  i^n  example  of  folly,  the 
necessary  con?equences  of  which  to  himself 
can  awaken  no  regret.  What  indeed  is  there 
in  gge  to  command  re.-;pect,  when  the  osteii- 
tatic-n  and   inconsidorations    of  youth   ase 
joined  to  all  the  frailties  of  declining  years? 
p-The  capitiUation  of  the  G.OOO  men  men- 
ioncd  above  to  have  taken  pir.ce  on  the  2p(h 
was  concluded    between   Biigadier   Haglc, 
commanding  the  regiment  of  Truenrels,and 
the  column  detadied  l:y  Prince  Hohenlohe, 
and  I/ieut.-Col.  Guillaumc,  of  th^  13th  re- 
giment of  horse  chasseur*?,  who  signed  it  in 
the  name  of  Gen.  Milhaud.     It  was  stipu- 
lated tj)at  tie  whole  corps  should  lay  dowTi 
Uieir  arms  in  the  presence  of  the  13th  regi- 
mcMit  of  chasseurs  and  the  9lh  dragoons,  and 
surrcuder  them.selves  prisoners  of  war.     The 
otiicers   were,    however,   allowed  to  retain 
their  horses  and  baggage,  and  to  depart  oa 
their  parole. 

Twenty  fourth  Bulletin  of  the  Grand  French 

ylrvnj. 

Stctlin  is  in  our  po^;session  :  while  the  left 

wing  of  the  Graud  Duke  of  Rorg's  corps, 

conima;jded  by  G<:i\.  HvLlhaud^  forced  a  Ptus- 
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ihn  colamn  of  6000  men  to  capitulate  at 
Passewalk,  the  right  wing  jcomirianded  by 
General  Lassalle,  summoned  the  town  of 
Stettin  to  surrender,  which  it  did  on  a  capi- 
tulation, the  terms  of  which  are  subjoined. 
Stettin  is  a  town  io  a  good  state  for  defence, 
well  armed,  and  provided  with  pallisadoes. 
We  found  in  it  \60  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
(Considerable  magazines,  with  a  garrison  con- 
sisting of  6000  fine  troops,  and  a  numbef  of 
generals,  who  were  made  prisoners  of  war. 
Such  is  the  result  of  the  capitulation  of  Stet- 
tin, an  e\'ent  which  can  only  be  accounted 
for  by  the  utter  dismay  which  the  destruc 
tion  of  the  great  Prussian  army  ha.4  produced 
on  the  Oder,  and  over  all  the  territory  on  the 
right  bank  of  that  river.  —  Of  the  whole  of 
that  great  army,  130,000  strong,  not  a  man 
has  crossed  the  Oder.  They  were  all  either 
taken  or  killed,  e<cept  those  who  still  wan- 
der between  the  Elbe  and  the  Oder,  but  who 
will  within  four  days  be  made  prisoners  of 
war.  It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  the  im- 
portance of  the  reduction  of  Stettin,  which  is 
one  of  the  first  commercial  towns  of  Prussia, 
and  which  secures  to  the  army  an  excellent 
line  of  operations. — As  soon  as  the  columns 
commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Weimar  and 
General  Blucher,  which  are  cut  off  on  the 
right  and  left,  and  pursued  on  the  rear,  shall 
•urrender,  the  army  will  take  a  few  days 
rest. — Nothing  has  yet  been  learned  respect- 
ing the  Russians.  We  long  much  to  see 
100,000  of  ithem  arrive,  but  the  report?  of 
their  march,  we  are  afraid,  are  mere  gasco- 
nade ;  they  dare  not  meet  us.  The  battle  of 
Aasterlitz  is  still  before  their  eyes.  But 
what  all  intelligent  persons  mu«;t  despise,  is 
to  hear  the  Emperor  Alexander  and  his  di- 
recting senate  declare,  that  it  was  the  allies 
of  Russia  who  were  defeated.  It  is  well 
known  over  all  Europe,  that  there  is  scarced  cipal  streets  of  the  town  with  his  dragoons. 


a  family  in  Russia  that  does  not  wear  mourn 
ing,  and  it  is  not  merely  the  loss  of  their  al- 
lies they  deplore.  Besides,  ig5  pieces  of 
Russian  cannon  which  were  taken,  and  are 
now  at  Strasburgh,  were  not  the  cannon  of 
tb^ir  allies.  The  50  Russian  standards 
which  are  hung  up  in  the  church  of  Notre 
Dame  at  Paris,  are  not  the  colours  of  their 
allies.  The  crowds  of  Russians  who  died  in 
our  hospitals,  or  are  imprisoned  in  6ur  towns 

were  not  the  soldiers  of  their  allies. But 

the  Emperor  Alexander,  who  commanded 
so  great  an  arnt)'  at  Austerlitz  and  Wischau, 
and  who  now  displays  so  much  ostentation, 
did  not,  it  seems,  command  the  allies.  The 
prince  who  capitulated,  and  bound  himself 
to  evaaiate  Germany  by  forced  marches, 
WHS  doubtle'is  no  allied  prince.  When  mean 
deceptions  like  these  are  resorted  to,  it  is  im- 
possible for  one  to  hear  them  stated  'Without 
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a  shrug  of  the  shoulders.  Such,  however, 
are  the  consequences  of  the  weakness  of 
princes,  and  the  corruption  o^  ministers.  It 
would  have  been  a  more  plain  and  a  more 
honourable  course  for  the  Emperor  Alexan- 
der, had  he  ratified  the  treaty  of  peace  which 
his  plenipotentiary  signed,  and  thereby  given 
repose  to  his  country.  In  proportion  as  the 
war  continues,  the  illusion  of  the  power  of 
Russia  will  be  exposed,  and  that  false  idea 
will  at  last  be  completely  removed.  It  was 
the  policy  of  Catherine  to  produce  a  great 
impression  by  the  display  of  her  power  j  and 
she  succeeded  no  less  in  that  object  than  the 
present  ministers  will,  by  their  extravagant 
efforts  and  folly,  succeed  in  rendering  the 
influence  of  Russia  contemptible  in  Europe. 
— On  the  21st,  the  King  of  Holland  arrived 
with  the  advanced  guard  of  the  army  of  the. 
North  at  Gottingen.  On  the  26th,  Marshal 
Mortier  arrived  at  Fulda,  with  the  two  divi- 
sions of  the  8lh  corps  of  the  grand  army, 
commanded  by  the  G^n^rals  Lagrange  and 
Dupas. — At  Munster,  in  the  county  of  Main 
and  in  other  Prussian  states,  the  Kjng  of  Hol- 
land found  magazines  and  artillery.  At  Ful- 
da and  at  Brunswick,  the  arms  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange  and  of  the:  Duke  have  been  re- 
moved. Neither  of  these  princes  will  reign 
again.  They  were  the  princijKd  instigators 
of  this  new  coalition. — The  English  would 
make  no  peace — they  shall  make  it  j  but 
France  will  include  more  coasts  and  states  in 
her  federative  system. 

Twenty-Flfth  Bulletin  of  the  Grand  French 
Army. 
Boriin,  Nov.  2. — Tliis  day  General  Beaa- 
rnont  presented  to  his  Majesty  the  Emperor, 
fifty  new  flags  and  standards,  lately  taken 
from  the  enemy.     He  rode  through  the  prin- 


bearing  these  testimonials  of  victory.  The 
number  of  standards  taken  since  the  battle 
of  Jena,  amounts,  at  this  moment,  to  300. — 
Field  Marshal  Davoust  having  invested  and 
summoned  Cusirin,  a  principal  fortress  of 
Prussia  Proper,  that  place  has  surrendered, 
and  4000  prisoners  have  been  made  there. 
The  officers  return  home  on  their  parole,  biit 
the  privates  are  to  be  sent  to  France.  Tbi^ 
fortress,  which  was  well  provided,  is  situated 
in  the  middle  of  a  morass,  and  possessed 
considerable  magazines.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  important  conquests  of  the  grand  army, 
and  gives' us  the  command  of  all  the  places 
on  the  Oder.— Field  Marshal  Ney  is  about  to 
commence  the  regular  siege  of  Magdeburg, 
and  it  is  probable  that  that  fortress  will  not 
make  much  resistance. — On  the  2 1st,  the 
Duke  of  Berg  had  his  head  quarters  at  Fried- 
land.    It  appears  from  his  manxavres  that 
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he  intends  to  attflck  th«  column  compianded 
by  the  TniS'iinn  General  Uila.  General 
Becker  had  nn  action  with.  General  Boresart'^ 
bri^n<Je  of  drngoons,  on  a  plain  in  the  front 
of  the  Jitile  town  ofAnkbn.  Tlie  enemy, 
both  cavalry  and  infantry,  were  thrown  into 
complete  confusion,  and  our  troops  forced 
tlieir  way  aloni;  with  the  Prnssinns  into  the 
town,  which  was  compelled  to  Ci»pitul:^te. 
The  number  of  pr'^oners  taken  in  this  place 
was  4000,  the  officers  were  dismissed  on 
their  parole,  and  the  soldiers  were  forwarded 
to  Frauce.  Among  the  prisoners  we  found 
the  troops  composing  the  Royal  Hassar  Re- 
giment of  Guards,  who,  in  the  Seven  Years' 
War,  were  presented  with  tyger  s!cin  cloaks 
by  the  Empress  CTtherine,  as  a  mark  of  her 
Approbation  of  the  conduct  of  that  corps. — 
llie  military  chest  belonging  to  Genenil  Bi- 
lon's  corps,  and  a  part  i,i  its  baQ;;;nre,  had 
been  removed  over  the  Perne,  and  were  on 
the  territory  of  Swedish  Pc^merania.  The 
Grand  Duke  has  demanded  this  property; 
On  the  1st  of  November,  tlie  I>ake  had  his 
bead-quarters  at  Dimnin. — General  lilnchcr 
and  the  Duke  of  Weimar  being  cut  otf  from 
Stettin,  made  a  movement  as  it  they  meant 
to  return  towards  the  Elbe,  but  the  Field 
Marshal  had  calculated  on  this  manceu^'T^, 
and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  botl)  coi|>s  \vill 
fall  into  our  hands. — The  Field  jMarshal  has 
concentrated  his  corps  at  Stettin,  where 
more  cannon  and  magazines  are  daily  found. 
—-Our  troops  hare  already  advanced  into  P*'- 
Jand.  Prince  Jerome,  with  an  army  formed 
of  the  Bavarian  and  Wirtember^ -troops,  pro- 
ceeds to  Silesia.  His  Majesty  has  ap;K)inted 
General  Clarke,  Governor  of  Berlin  and  of 
all  Prussia,  and  has  already  laid  down  the 
principles  according  to  which  the  internal 
government  of  the  coimtry  is  to  be  adminis- 
tered.— ^The  King  of  Holland  advances  into 
the  Hanoverian  territory,  and  Marshal  Mor- 
tier  into  that  of  Cassel. 

Proclnmntion  of  the  Emperor  find  K'tvg. 

Soldiers  I — ^You  have  justified  my  expec- 
tations, and  worthily  answered,  the  conli- 
dence  of  the  French  people.  You  have  sup- 
ported privations  and  fatigues  with  as*much 
cmrage  as  you  have  shown  intrepid'ty  and 
coolness  in  the  raid/it  c  f  combats.  You  are 
the  worthy  defenders  of  the  hoi  cur  of  my 
crown,  anl  of  the  great  people  5  as  long  as 
you  are  animated  with  this  spirit,  nothing 
Will  be  able  to  withstand  you  The  cavahy 
have  vied  with  the  infantry  and  artillery  :  1 
no  longer  know  which  part  of  the  army  to 
give  ttie  prefeience  to.  You  are  all  good 
soldiers.  These  are  the  results  of  onr  k- 
hours. — One  of  tlie  first  military  powers  of 
Europe^  who  so  lately  dared  to]:ropo$eto 
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ns  a  shameful  capitulation,  is  annihilated' 
The  ftirests  and  defiles  of  Franconia,  th» 
Saal  and  the  Elbe,  which  our  forefather* 
would  not  have  crossed  in  seven  years,  xv« 
have  crossed  in  seven  days,  and  fought  \x\ 
the  interval  four  engagemects,  and  a  great 
bnttlf^.  We  have  preceded  nt  Potsdam  and 
Berlin  the  renown  of  our  vit'tories.  We 
have  m»ule  Go,000  prisoners,  taken  ()5  staodt 
of  colours,  amongst  which  are  those  of  (h$ 
King  of  Prussia*!  gtiards,  ()00  pieces  of  can- 
non, three  fortresses,  and^npwnrds  of  twenty 
generals.  Nevertheless,  more  than  one  half 
of  you  regret  not  to  have  fired  a  musket,  shot. 
All  the  provinces  of  the  Prussian  monarchy, 
as  far  as  the  Oder,  are  in  o*ir  power.  ■  ■  ■ 
Sf)ldiers,  the  Russians  boast  of  coming  to  us. 
We  will  march  to  meet  them,  and  thus  spare 
them  half  of  the  road;  they  «■  hall  again  find 
Austerlilz  in  the  heart  of  Prussia.  A  nation 
which  has  so  soon  forgotten  the  gonerosity 
we  showed  it  after  that  battle,  in  which  it* 
Emperor,  court,  and  the  wreck  of  its  army 
were  only  indebted  for  their  safety  to  the 
capitulation  we  granted  them,  is  a  natiou 
which  cannot  successfiilly  cope  with  us. — 
Nevenhelcss,  while  we  n^ircli  to  meet  th« 
Russians,  new  a'-mics,  formed  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  empire, -^rtie  to  fa^'ie  our  place, 
in  order  to  keep  our  com  juofs.  My  wlurfe 
people  have  risen,  indignant  at  the  unworthy 
capitulation  which  the  Prussian  ministers,  in 
their  delirium,  proposed  to  us.  Our  road» 
and  our  frontier  towns  arc  full  of  conscripts, 
who  burn  to  march  in  our  footsteps.  We 
will  be  no  longer  the  sport  of  a  treacherous 
peace,  and  we  will  not  lay  down  our  arms 
until  we  have  obliged  the  English,  those 
eternal  enemies  of  our  nation,  to  rer.oiMice 
the  schemer  of  disturbing  the  Continent,  and 
the  tyranny  of  the  .seas. — Soldiers.  I  cannot 
better  express  to  yuu  the  sentiments  I  enter- 
tain for  you,  than  by  telling  you  that  I  bear 
in  my  heart  the  love  you  daily  show  me.— 
From  our  Imperial  Gamp  at  Potsnam,  2(>th 
(Xtober,  1 800.  By  ord«r  of  the  Emperov^ 
(Signed)     Napoleon. 

Letter  from  IL  T.  and  R  M.  to  the  Archhi- 
shops  and  Bishops  of  the  Empire, 
Monsieur  L'Eveque,  the  snccess  we  hav© 
just  cained  over  our  enemies,  with  tlie  aid 
of  Divine  Prwidenre.  imposes  on  us,  and 
on  our  people,  the  obligations  of  giving  si>- 
lemn  thanks  to  the  God  of  Armies.  "You 
have  seen  by  the  last  note  of  the  King  of 
Prussia,  the  necessity  under  which  we  lay  to 
drjw  our  sword,  in  order  to  defet:d  the  most 
pn  cious  wealth  of  our  ^^eople,  honour. , 
Wh'Uever  repugnance  we  mav  have  had, 
we  have  been  driven  to  the  last  extremity  by 
our  enemies;    th\,*y  havcjieeu  beaten  ai:d 
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confbiinded.  On  the  receipt  then  of  the 
present,  assemble  our  people  in  the  temples, 
chaunt  a  Te  Deiim,  and  order  prayers  to  be 
put  up  to  God  fur  the  prosperity  he  has 
granted  our  "arms. — This  letter  being  for  no 
other  purpose,  I  entreat  God,  M.  L'Evaque, 

to  have  you  in  his  holy  keeping. From 

our  Imperial  Camp,  at  Weimar,  Oct,  15, 
1806.     (Signed)     Napoleon. 

His  eminence  the  Archbishop  of  Paris 
waited  on  his  Imperial  Highness  the  Prince 
Arch-Chancellor  of  the  Empire,  in  orcicr  to 
concert  with  him  on  the  execution  of  the  or- 
ders of  his  Majesty.  It  was  deternjincd  that 
tlie  Te  Deum  should  be  sung  in  the  Metro- 
politan Church,  on  Sunday,  the  l()th  of  the 
present  rhonth,  at  12  o*ciock ;  and  that  the 
same  ceremonial  should  take  place  as  was 
observed  last  year,  when  Te  Deums  were 
sung  as  thanks  for  the  memorable  victories 
of  Ulm  and  Austerlitz. 

26th  Bulletin  of  the  Grand  French  Army, 
Berlin,  Oct.  3 1 .  The  brigade  of  light  ca- 
valry and  dragoons,  under  General  Rivnud, 
forced  7OOO  infantry,  and  5  regiments  of  ca- 
valry, to  lay  dowji  their  arms,  on  the  28th 
of  Oct  near  Passewalk.  On  the  same  day, 
the  light  cavalr}'-  of  tfae^jerve  of  tlie  Grand 
Duke  of  Berg.  HnJMpn.-Ijasalle,  arr'rv^ 
before  Stettin,  and  forced  the  governor  to 
capitulate.  There  were  found  large  maga- 
zines, and  160  cannon  The  garrison  of 
(>000  men  are  prisoners  o(  war.  A  column 
of  8000  men,  under  Gen.  Blucher,  and  one 
of  10,000,  under  the  Duke  of  Saxe  Wuimar, 
are  surrounded  between  the  Elbe  and  Oder, 
and  must  soon  surrender. 


27M  Bullelin    of  the    Grand  French  /irmy, 

Berlin,  Nov.  (5,   I80G. Marshal  Mor- 

tier,  who  commands  the  8th  corps  of  the 
Grand  Army,  arrived  at  Cassel  the  3 1st  of 
October. — ^The  Prince  of  Hi^sse  Cassel,  Mar- 
shal in  the  service  of  Prussia,  and  his  son,  a 
general  in  the  same  service,  have  withdrawn 
from  it.  The  Prince,  in  answer  to  the  note 
which  was  transmitted  to  him,  demanded 
permission  to  march  at  the  head  of  his  own 
troops,  along  with  those  of  France,  against 
our  enemies.  Marshal  Mortier  replied,  he 
had  no  orders  touching  such  a  proposition; 
but  that  the  Prince  having  armed,  after  the 
declaration  he  had  made  through  his  minis- 
ter, M.  de  Malsbourg,  at  Paris,  the  least  fur- 
ther armament  on  his  part  would  be  consi- 
dered as  an  ret  of  hostility,  as  the  Prussians 
bad  not  violnted  his  territories,  but  on  the 
contrary  were  received  with   pomp  therein 
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by  the  Hereditary  Prince  :  aftd  that  from  the 
period  of  the  Hessian  territories  being  eva- 
cuated by  the  Erench,  until  the  batile  of 
Jena,  there  was  nought  but  armaments 
going  forward  at  Cassel  j  and  that  in  point 
of  fact,  the  Hereditary  Prince  was  more  de- 
sirous (.f  marching  at  the  head  of  Prussian 
troops.  ar,d  to  insult  the  French  by  all  sort* 
of  provocation. He  will  pay  for  his  fren- 
zied conduct  by  the  loss  of  his  dominions. 
There  is  not  a  principality  in  all  Germany 
that  has  been  so  uniformly  the  enemy  of 
France.  For  many  years  its  sovereigns  sold 
the  blood  of  their  subjects  to  England,  in 
order  to  fight  wi  h  it  against  France  in  the 
two  worlds.  By  this  traffic  of  his  troops  the 
Prince  in  question  has  amassed  great  trea- 
sures, part.of  which,  it  is  said,  are  shut  up  in 
Mai^deburg,  and  part  remitted  to  foreign 
countries.  This  sordid  avarice  has  caused 
the  catastrophe  of  his  House,  the  existence 
of  which  on  our  frontiers  is  incompatible 
with  the  safety  of  France  !  It  is  at  length 
time  to  extinguish  that  which  may  cpuse  the 
unhappiness  of  -40  millions  of  people,  and 
bring  trouble  and  disorder  to  their  very  doors. 
The  English  may  yet  corrupt  ceftain  sove- 
reigns by  means  of  their  gold,  but  the  loss  of 
the  thrones  of  such  sovereigns  will  be  the 
*4tvi^hable  -conseciucnce  of  such  corruption. 
On  the  contrary,  the  allies  of  Frauce  will 
piospcr  and  be  a<rgrandized.-r-The  people  of 
Hesse  Cassel  will  be  more  fortunate;  eased 
of  tl\e  expense  of  vast  military  establish- 
ments, they  can  follow  the  peaceful  occupa- 
tions of  agriculture;  freed  from  a  great  part 
of  their  taxes,  they  will  be  governed  upon 
generous  and  liberal  principles,  ns  is  Francs 
and  her  allies.  If  the  French  had  been  con- 
quered, their  country  would  have  been  dis- 
membered ;  it  is  just,  therefore,  th.it  ih« 
serious  consequences  of  war  should  attach  to 
those  who  provoked  it.  In  this  terrible 
gam3  the  chances  should  be  equal.  The 
Emperor  has  ordered  the  fortresses  of  Hanaii 
and  Marbourg  to  be  destroyed,  all  the  u'.aga- 
zines  and  arsenals  to  be  renaoved  to  Mentz, 
all  the  troops  disarmed,  and  the  sovereis;n 
arms  of  Hesse  Cassel  every  where  to  he  ta- 
ken down. — ^These  measures  are  not  dicta- 
ted by  an  insatiable  ambition,  nor  a  thirst  lor 
further  conquests.  The  cabinet  of  ^}^^ 
Thuilleries  is  induced  to  act  so  by  its  convic- 
tion of  the  necessity  of  puttmg  an  end  to  a 
contest  such  as  the  present,  and  causing  a 
durable  peace  to  succeed  to  this  inseniats 
war,  instigated  by  the  miserable  and  lo^v 
manoRuvres  of  agents,  such  as  the  Lords  Fa- 
e;et  and  Morpeth^ 
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•*  SiA  Watkik  Williams  Wynne  said:  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to  state  to  the  House  an  opinion,  which 
**  thccondact  of  the  pctiiioucr  (Mr.  Paull}  sccnis  to  juitity.  I  have  observed  him,  on  difieren^ occasions, 
**  since  the  evidence  was  ordered    to  withdraw,  going  out  of  the  Mouse,  and,  from  exprc<;sionS,  which  I 

"  heard  fall  from  him,  I  fe?l  convinced,  he  has  been  communicaang  with  the   wimessoi."-^ Courilr. 

newspaper,  3d  March,  I807. 

•*  M«.  Whitbr  f.a  d  said  he  hid  never  had  his  eye  off  that  part  of  the  House  since  the  commenccincnt  of  this 

*•  investigation;  aiKi  assured  the  House  that  Mr.  Paul!  had  never  gone  out." Courier  newspaper,  3d 

March,  I807. 


385] 


TO  THE 

FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  ELECTORS 

OF  TUB 
CITY  AKD  LIBERTIES  OF  WBSTlflNSTBR. 

LETTER  VIIL 

Gentlemen, 

In  ray  last  letter  (at  page  321  and 
the  following),  I  had  the  honour  to  submit 
to  you  some  rernarks  upon  tlie  measure,' 
•which  had,  on  the  2(Kli  of  February,  been, 
bj  the  House  of  Commons,  adopted  with 
respect  to  the  time  wheu  the  petition  against 
the  return  of  Mr.  Sheridan  w-as  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  by  the  House.  By 
way  of  postscript  to  that  lettqr,  I  inserted 
the  petition  of  Mr.  Paul!,  dsted  on  the  25lh 
of  February,  and  presented  by  Lord  Folke- 
stone, charging  Mr.  Sheridan  and  his  agents 
•with  tampering  with  the  witnesses  mieuded 
to  be  brought  forward  against  him.  Upon 
the  proceedings,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
consequent  thereupon,  I  shall  now  have  to 
bespeak  your  indulgence,  while  I  offer  you 
a  few  obsiervations. 

But,  before  I  proceed  to  this  the  chief 
purpose  of  my  present  letter,  give  mo  leave 
to  recall  your  attention,  for  a  moment,  to 
the  grouad  lipon  which  Mr.  Sheridan's  mo- 
tion for  postponement  .was  made  and  sr.p- 
ported.  That  ground  was,  tliat  his  coun- 
sellors, the  counsellors  whom  he,  had  engag- 
ed to  defend  him,  were  aisenl  upon  ihc  cir^ 
cult.  That  nothing  could 'be  more  futile 
than  this  pretence,  and  that  it  was  a  mere 
trick  to  shift  oif  the  day  of  trial,  and  of 
Mr.  Sheridaa's  possible  ejectipn  from  his 
seat,  was,  I  think,  fully  proved  to  you. 
But,  Gentlemen,  a  case,  admirably  calcu- 
lated to  remove  all  doubts  as  to  the  true  cha- 
racter of  that  measure,  hza,  in  that  same 
House  of  Commons,  within  these  few  days, 
been  decided.  On  the  6th  instant,  a  mo- 
tion was  made,  tl?at  the  order  for  taking 
into  consideration  tl^p  petition  against  the 
retl^in  of  Mr.  Baung,  for  Taunton^  should 
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be  discharged,  j^nd  that  a  new  order  should 
be  made  for  taking  it  into  consideration  on  a 
day  more  distant  than  the  one  before  named ; 
which  motion  was  made  upon  the  ground, 
expressly  staled,  that  the  petitioner's  agents 
were  compelled  io  Ic  absent  upon  the  jyestern 

Circuit, Mr.   Baring  complained,   that 

he  had  not  had  sufficient  notice  of  this  mo- 
tion. But,  Lord  Henry  Petty  said,  that,  * 
'*  independent  of  a  want  of  sufficient  no- 
"  tice,  the  intervention  of  the  circuit  was 
*'  never  allowed  ly  the  House  as  a  proper 
"  ground  for  delaying  the  examination  of 
"  controverted  elections ;"  and,  accordingly, 
the. motion  wi's  rejected!  Thus,  you  see, 
Gentlemen,  that  the  very  ground,  which 
was  quite  sufiicient  for  the  putting  off  the 
trial  of  Mr.  Sheridan's  election,  he  being 
.  alrWly  seated  and  being  npoti  the  side  of  the 
ministry,  was  no  ground  at  all  for  putting 
off  the  trial  of  a  petition,  presented  by  a 
person,  wh6  was  opposed  to  a  ministerial 
n;iember.  Mr.  Whi thread  would  tell  you> 
perhaps,  that  he  did  not  spejk  upon  thiit 
last  occasion,  nor  did  his  worthy  associate^ 
Peter  Moore,  or  his  worthy  relation.  Lord 
Howick,  who  supported  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Sheridan.  But,  if  they  did  not,  their  broi* 
tlier  minister  did  j  and  they  well  knew  what 
would  be  the  consequence  of  his  speaking. 
It  was  to  this  House,  Gentlemen,  that  Mr^ 
PaulVs  petition  was  presented  !  This  is  the 
House  that  would  not  suffer  (he  petition  of 
the  parish  of  St.  Merlin  I^  Grand  to  lio 
upon  their  table !  This  is  the  House  by 
whom  Mr.  Paul!  was  reprimanded,  and  of 
which  Mr.  Slieridan  and  General  Fitipatrick 
are  members ! 

With  respect  to  the  proceedings  C0Dse-» 
quent  upon  Mr.  Paull's  last  petition,  the 
last  of  the  many  efforts  which  he  has  hU 
therto  made  for  the  maintenance  of  youc 
rights,  and  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Eng-» 
land  in  general,  I  shall,  at.  present,  touch 
upon  only  two  or  three  topics,  and  those  not 
immediately  coni^ecled  with  the -merits  of 
the  case ;  because,  I  am  resolved  not  to  en- 
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ter  upon  those,  until  I  have  had  full  time  to 
exaroirfe  and  to  analyse  the  whd!e  of  tbef 
evidence,  as  printed  by  order  of  the  House, 

-  and  as  furnishing  the  means  of  forming  a 
jUst  judgment  upon  tlieir  decision,  with 
which  you  will,  in  all  probability,  have  been 

^  aetjuaifited  before  this  sheet  will  reach  your 
hands.-       The  first  topic,  to  Which  I  beg 

•  leave  to  dra>^'  your  attention,  is,  the  reprl- 
wanding  of  Air.  PauiL  And,  here,  I  shall 
fn*8t  take  the  account  of  that  famous  trans- 
action, as  I  find  it  reported  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle  of  the  3d  instant :  and,  you  will 
not  fall  to  recollect.  Gentlemen,  that  all 
tliese  dady  prints,  through  which  the  re- 
ports, in  the  fiv.-.t  instance,  find  tlieir  way 
to  the  public,  were  opposed  to  us  at  the  late 
election,  treated  us  with  eVcry  species  of 

•unfairness,  slandered  us  in  the  most  foul  and 
base  manner,  leagued  themselves  with  play- 

•  actors,  prostitutes,  and  saints,  with  Crip- 
plegate  arid  Newgate  and  Hellgate  and  their 
sister  Billingsgate,  to  frustrateyour  views,  to 

•  deprive  you  of  the  real  nse  of  your  elec- 
tion rights.  You  will  hear  in  mind,  that  it 
is  from  these  detestable  prints  that  the 
account  of  the  proceedings  in  question 
must,  as  yet,  betaken.  \Vith  this  fact  in 
Jrour  minds,  yow  will  be  able  to  form  a  cor- 
rect judgment  of  the  transaction  as  reiaVed 

in    the    following  report '*  GfiMEUAi. 

**  PaiFFs  mm-ed,  that  the  standing  order 
*'  of  the  House  should  be  enforced  by  df- 
^*  recting  the  tetitioiier  to  withdraw  wftb 
**  his  counsel^  ht  having  appeared  to  hjin 

"  to  hctre  gone  out  to  eommunicote  mth  the 

*'  witness. t-The  Speaker  ol^served,  that 

•'  it  was  undoubtedly  competent  to  any 
**  hon.  member  to  enforce  the  standing  or- 
"  der,  though  by  the  courtesy  of  tlie  house, 
*'  when  parties  and  counsel  were  ordered  to 
*'  withdraw,  they  werft  usually  allowed  up- 
*'  on  removing  from  the  bar  to  remain  still 

"  in  tlie  honse. Sir  Gilbert  Heath- 

•'  COTE  hoped  ti\at  thc5  hon.  member  would 
"  not  press  his  motion,  and  that  Mr.  Paull 
'•'  would  have  an  equal  measure  of  justice 

•'  with  his.righthon.  friend. ^Thewhoje 

"  of  the  evidence  respecting  the  letter  was 
*'  then  qrdereii  to  be  expunged,  and  the 
••  couubel  w^riS  called  in^  and  again  in- 
**  structed  by  the  Speaker  to  confine  tl»eir 
**  examination  to  focts  connected  with  ihc 
•'  charges  of  tampering  with  witnesses,  or 
*'  attempting  to  suppress  eviiience.— 
*'  Siii  \V.  W.  Wynne  said,  **  Mr.  Si>eak- 
•*  '*  er,  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to  state  to 
*'  ''the  house  an  opinion,  which  the  con- 
•'  **  dact  of  the  petitioner  seems  to  justify. 
*<  **  f  have  olservt^d  him^  on  diftlrent  occa- 
••  •*,Bjon5;,  since  the  evidence  Wi.«  ordered 
"  •'  to  withdraw,  ^oi/i^  «u/  cj  thu  house, 


*'  andfromexfyressiom  which  J  heard  fail 
'•  fmm  him,  T  feei  convinced  ht  has  ieen 
"  communicating  with  the  witness.'*  "— 
Ma.  Paull,  who,  as  a  petitioner^  was 
entitled  to  a  seat  under  the  gallery,  im- 
mediately came  forward  and  addressed 
the  chair — "  Mr,  Speaker,  I  feel  myself 
*'  called  upon  by  the  principles  of  honoar 
*'  and  the  impulse  of  a  manly  spirit,  to 
"  deny  tlw  gross  charge  that  has  beea 
"  made  against  me,  by  the  hon.  baronet; 
*'  I  must  say,  it  is  loth  unfounded  and 
^'  unjust.  The  situation  in  which  I  am 
*'  at  prestnt  placed,  forbids  me  from 
"making any  fnrther  comment;  but  I 
"  could  not  continue  silent,  when  such 
'*  an  acpnsatron  was  made  against  me,  in 
*'  addition  to  the  numerous  calunmies  and 
"  misreprescntatipna,  in  which  the  right 
'  hon.  gent.,  my  oppom-nt,  h.is  thi» 
"  night  so  frequently  mdulged  himself." 
— **  Thb  Speaker  observed  that  the 
house  would  judge  for  itself  what  it  was 
proper  for  it  to  do  after  the  proceeding 
that  had  just  taken  place,  and  which  apr 
peared  to  him  so  extrat)rdrnary  that  he 
should  abstain  from  denominating  it.  He 
wished  also  to  collect  the  sense  of  the 
honse  as  to  its  practice,  in  the  cafe  of  peti- 
tioners wIk>  prayed  to  be  heard  by  them  - 
selves  or  their  counsel,  whether  having 
niade  their  election  to  be  heard  by  fherr 
counsel^  theydid  not  relinquish  their  right  to 
be  heard  by  themsdyes. — Lord  Howick 
had  been  so  surprised  af  the  extraordinary 
conduct  of  the  petitioner,  that  lie  had 
only  been  pr ever. ted  hy  his  feelings  from 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
gro>s,  insolent y  and  oulrngfous  proceed- 
ing. He  tliought  the  House  was  called 
upon  to  adopt  some  measure,'  in  vindica- 
X'wn  cf  its  own  dignity ;  and  recommended* 
that  the  pe:itioner  should  be  brought  to 
the  bar,  and  acquainted  b)'  the  Speaker 
with  the  sense  entertained  by  the  Hobse 
of  the  impropriety  of  his  conduct.—— 
Lord  A.  Hamilton*  urged  in  mitigation, 
not  in  ju6tilicati(?n  of  the  petitioner, 
the  feelings  that  must  have  been  excited 
by  the  statement  made  by  the  hon    Ge« 

neral    under    the    gallery. Gcmerac 

IHilpp*  and  Sir  A.  Wellksley  stated, 
that  ^hey  had  thought  Mr.  Paull  had 
withdrawn  out  of  the  house;  though  it 
might  have  kapperied,  that,  from  their  si- 
tuation, they  could  not  see  him,  whilst  ho 
still  remained  below  the  bar.— Mr, 
Whitbrbad  had  never  had  his  eye  off 
that  paH  of  the  house  since  the  com- 
mencement of  this  investigation,  and  «*- 
surrd  the  house  that  Jir.  Pauti  had  never 
gone  ««/.— L^jio    fiowiciL    thoueht 
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*'  tliat  the  xsoarse  proposed  was  the  most 
"  mitigated  proceeding  that  could  be  adopt* 

^'  ed. -Mtt.  FuLLKR  said  a  few  words  in 

^'  mitigation^  and  Mr.  Baker  considered 

*"  the  conduct  of  the  petitioner  so  improper, 

^*  indecent^  and  ontraseous,  that  he  submit- 

"  ted  to  the  house  wTiether  it  would  not  be 

**  better  that  tl^  house  should  not  have  any 

"  direct  communication  with  him,  bi^t  that 

''  whatever  was  to  be  dome  on  the  occasion, 

"  should  be  done  through  the  Sergeant  at 

"  jfrms  — ^Thc  motion  of  Lord  Howick  was 

"  then  agreed  to,  and  the  petitioner  and 

"  bis  counsel  having  been  then  called  in,  the 

-"  Speaker  addressieij  him  in  the  following 

'*  terms  c-rf— '*^  Mr  PauJl,  I  am  directed  by 

•'  "  the  house  to  acquaint  you,  that  in  its 

**  "  judgment  you  liave  been  guilty  o/ great 

"  '*  impropriety  of  Qonduct,  ;»ud  commit- 

*'  "  a  gto$s  outrage  upon  the  privileges  of 

""  "  the  house,     t  <im  also  diri^ted  to  ac- 

*'  ''  quaint  you,  that  you  having  made  your 

**  "  election  to  be  heard  by  your  counsel^ 

•^  "  are  no  longer  entitled  according  to  the 

''  "  practice  of  this  house,  to  be  heard  by 

*'  "  yourself.     1  anji  also  directed  to  inform 

^'  *'  the  counsel,  that  they  confine  their  ex- 

"  **  aminaiion  to  matters  of  fact  respecting 

"  *'  the  tampering  v^ith  witnesses,  apd  sup- 

'*  "pressing  of  evidence.*' Qentlenieui 

letns  '*  read,  mark,  leanj^  ancj  inwardly  di-  ^, 
^'  gest"  thisi    le;t  us  bear  it  oonst^nily  ta  * 
rnind.    One  of  the  objects  of  ray  inserting-it 
in  this  place  .is,  that  we  may,  at  .all  times, 
have  it  at  hand.    The  hireliii^  crew  (in  the 
gallery,  J  mean)  may  sneer  at  us  for  all  this; 
^ot  let  MS  be  patient,  and  indulge  the  hope, 
that  they.  ^11  not  always  hp\n  a  situation  to 
«neer  at  us  —XlieW^A/,  as  it  is  stillcalled,  of 
petitioning^  has  been  highly  estimated  by  tho«e 
•(most  of  tliem  placed  or  pensioned)  who 
haye  written  vipon  our   •'.ipvaluable  consti- 
tution ;'*  though,  at  first  sight,  aiwi  to  vulgar 
observers,  there  does  not  «p|iear  to  be  any 
thing  v^ry  valuable,  any  thing  very  worthy 
4?f  boasting  ofj   in  the  beiw^  perralttcd  to 
pray.     Prayer  is  cecrujEmiended  to  the  peni- 
tent sinner,  the  guilty  culprit  5    and,  the 
wretch  who  h«is  neitl)cr  cloljies  to  caver  him 
^ot*  straw  whereou  to  ]siy  his  head  i;or  bread 
wherewith  tv^   sustain   his   miserable  exR- 
tqic^,  is  permitted  to  prayj   nay,  he  pr^ys 
>vtthoui  permi£i»i>Hi,  aud  he  suits  his  words 
to  the  occasion.   Obstrve,  that  I  donot  say, 
that  to  approach  .ihe  House  qf  Commons  in 
Xhe  ibrm  ofa  prayer  is  not  proper ;  though, 
I  must  think,    Uiat  the   persons  pra}ing, 
when  ith^  -consider  ihat  it  Lj  '*  tlicir  icpre- 
f£Htatii>es'*.  thi'Vt  thej  arq  addressing,  might 
bei?xcased,  if,  in.a>i^plaiuing  of  aricvances 
i^dl/  oppressive,  they  w^re  i\^i  to  express 
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cringing,  and  degrading.    But,  Gentlemen, 
let  the  language  be  what  it  may,  we  can 
none  of  us,  though  permitted  to  write  a 
prayer,  utter  that  prayer  to  the  objects  of 
our  supplication  from  our  own  mouths.    It 
must  be  so  uttered  by  some  one  of  thf 
members,  upon  whom  we  may  (ly  some 
means  or  other)  prevail  to  become  our  pro- 
pitiator, that  is  to  say,  before  we  can  bring 
our  prayer,  before  tl\e  House;  we  must  ob- 
tarn  the  special  consent  and  approbation  of 
ope  of  its  own  members.     Ijlaving  succeedf 
e(|  so  far,  our  petition  is  allowed  to  be  read 
by  a  clerk,  who  si  la  at  a  table  in  the  middle 
of  the  House  ;  and,  a  very  great  comfort  it  is 
to  one  to  know,  that  ones  prayer  h^  passed 
fhrough  the  lips  pf  a  man  who  wears  a  black 
gown  and  a  three-tailed  wig,  and  who,  as  it 
were  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  cleaR 
hands,  always  writes  in  gloves.   9ut,  though 
read,  it  is  not  yet  certain,   that  pur  peti- 
tion will  be  ai'juded  to,     Attepded  to,  did  I 
$ay  ?     It  must  fi/'st  undergo  the  ceremony 
of  a  m.Qtion  and  of  a  vote,  it  must  have  a 
majority  In  its  favour  before  it  can  be  per- 
mitted to  lie  upon  the  table;   and,  when  it 
has  aaived  at  that  honour,  another  motioa 
and  another    vote  of  the  majority  is  re- 
quired before  any  thing  can  be  done  in  coi>r 
sequence  of  this  o^r  humble  prayer  j  for 
"  humble"  it  must  be,  that  l^eing  a  quality 
absolutely  indispensabje.;    It  r#jay  so  happen^ 
I  that  in  the  end  the  petitioner  may  be  calleil 
-to  the  bar  of  the  House;  an<J  being  there, 
hpw  he  is  liable  to  be  treated  you  have  seeyi 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Paull,  who  ought  now  to 
be  dearer  to  us  tenfold  than  he  was  before. 
H's  conduct,  tlie  whole  of  his  public  con- 
duct, has  been  such  as  It  is  our  duty,  and 
our  interest,  to  shew  our  approbation  of. 
There  is  a  deadly  struggle  between  4is  and 
our  implacable  enemies ;    one  or  the  other 
must  and  will  fall ;    and  he  has^   upon  our 
side,  offered  himself  as  the  first  sacrifice. 

The  next  topic  which  I  wish  now  to 
touch  upon  i*?,  theevidenceof  M*.  Hart, 
evidence  which  was  effaced^  upon  ijbe  mo- 
tion of  l^Kird  Hruvick  5  and  bad  it  not  beea 
effaced,  I  should  not  novv  bave.commcuted 
upon  it.  This  Mr.  Hart  was  the  person, 
who,  as  a  reputed  common  injorfrwr,  x  spoke 
of  in  my  last  Heglster^  at  paje  3/0-,  and  yvho, 
a?  appears  froni  the  report  of  the  debate  of  the 
5ih  instant,  was  called,  as  a  witness  nponthe' 
side  cfMr.,  Shcriiajn.  You  >vl!l  pleaho  to  ob- 
servc^  Gentlemen,  that,  all  alou^  during  the 
examination  of  Mr,  PaulHs  witriKsses.  conti- 
nual  olyections  were  made  by  the  House  to 
the  entering  \\yXQ  any  matter  tendjug  to  an- 
ticipate the  evidence  upon  the  trial  of  Mr. 
Sheridan's  jcturu,  and  that  to  Mr.   PauU's 


^Uuii;i><3i*'e5  in  Li-i^nage  sxcc^^i^vdy  huuiblc^  j  counsel,  repeated  Instr^ctij^s  were  give    tp 
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keep  strictly  and  solely  to  the  subject  of  tam- 
pering, as  alleged  against  Mr.  Sheridan  and 
his  agents.  Yet  (and  I  beseech  you  to 
iDark  and  to  remember  the  fact,),  Mr. 
Hart's  evidence,  which- related  solely  to  mat- 
ters doling  the  election,  was  taken  by  the 
House  3  and,  as  to  its  being  afterwards  ef- 
faced, of  that  we  shall  speak  more  by- and - 
by.  Mr.  Sheridan's  avowed  object  in  bring- 
ing forward  Mr.  H.irt  was  to  shew,  that 
Mr  Papll  had  employed  vile  agents  against 
him ;  pnd,  for  this  purpose,  he  had  possessed 
himself  of  certain  notes,  written  by  Mr. 
Paull  to  Mr.  Hart,  during  the  election.  1 
have,  at  page  370,  truly  given  the  whole  of 
the  history  of  thisciannection  with  Mr.  Hart, 
whom  I,  however,  think  a  much  honester 
and  worthier  man  than  many  an  one  of  se- 
vera!  hundreds  that  I  have  known  in  the 
World,  and  that  I  could  now  ix)int  out  to 
you.'  B«lt,  yet,  when  Mr.  Hart  was  called 
to  the  bar,  Mr.  Paull  must  have  felt  great 
anxiety,  because  he  was  not  permitted  to 
explain  the  nature  and  duration  of  the  con- 
ijection  between  him  and  the  witness.  But, 
Gentlemen,  the  man  whose  breast  speaks 
peace  need  be  afraid  of  nothing ;  no,  not 
even  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons 
petitioning  against  a  ministerial  member. 
Mr.  Hart  stated,  and  he  truly  stated,  that  he 
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of  Mr.  Paull  to  Mr.  Hart,'  they  were  raerelj 
expres:5ive  of  approbation  of  his  zeal;  ap- 
proving of  the  cards  that  he  had  got  printed 
and  circulated  ;  and  saying  that  Mr.  Paull 
would  canvas  the  places  that  he  had  pointed 
out  to  him.  Now,  mark  again.  These 
notes,  which  had  been  procured  by  Mr.  She- 
ridan from  Mr.  Hart,  were  produced  to 
Mr.  Paull  by  Mr.  Sheridan  with  solemn 
pomp;  they  were  instantly  acknowledged 
by  Mr.  Paull  without  his  first  reading  thein; 
but,  Mr  Sheridan,  when  called  upon  to  ^ive 
them  in  evidence,  declined,  upon  saying, 
that  it  never  had  been  his  intention  to  me 
them!  First  the  notes  are  obtained  from 
Mr.  Hart;  they  are  caused  to  be  prov- 
ed by  Mr.  Paull,  with  a  view  of  shew- 
ing his  intimacy  with  Mr.  Hart;  Mr. 
Hart  is  then  called  in,  but  gives  no 
evidence  that  is  not  creditable  to  Mr.  Paull; 
and  then,  when  Mr.  Paull  naturally  wishes 
to  be  called  to  the  bar  in  order  that  the  na- 
ture and  duration  of  the  alleged  intimacy 
may  be  explained,  Mr.  Sheridan,  in  order  to 
prevent  this  explanation,  puts  up  the  letters, 
!  produced  before  by  him  and  proved  by  Mr, 
Paul!,  and  says,  *^  J  do  not  mean  to  mahuse 
rtft/icm  '*•  To  you.  Gentlemen,  a  bare  state- 
ment of  these  facfs  is  quite  sufficient. — ■ 
But,  it  is  further  to  be  noticed,  that  this  cxMi- 


had  never  had  any  knowledge  of  Mr.  Paull  I  ijection  with  Mr.  Hart)  this  having  accept- 


nntil  the  Westmmster  election,  when  he  vo 
luntarily  offered  his  services ;  that  he  was 
not  of  Mr.  Pauirs  Committee  ;  that  he  was 
no  agent  of  Mr.  Paull's ;  that  he  never  had, 
in  his  hfe,  received,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, a  sixpence  of  money  from  that  gen- 
tleman. Mr.  Sheridan,  who  you  will  per- 
ceive was  at  once  an  advocate  for  himself,  a 
judge,  and  a  juror  upon  tliis  case,  asked  Mr. 
Hart,  '^  were  you  not  frequently  in  Mr. 
"  Paull's  carriage^  during  the  election  ?" 
The  answer  was :  '*  No.  I  was  once, 
"  from  accident,  in  Mr.  Paull's  c^arriaee.  It 
''  was  on  my  representing  to  him,  that,  at 
"  the  distance  of  two  streets,  there  were 
*'  twenty  voters,  upon  whom  I  wished  him 
*'  to  call  without  any  delay.  He  leaped  ra- 
*'  pidly  into  his  carriage,  and  I  followed 
*'  him,  without,  bemg  asked.'*  Such  was 
the  purport  of  his  evidence;  indee'd  such  it 
appears  to  have  been,  almost  word  for  word. 
Kow,  mark.  Every  question,  which  in  the 
roost  distant  manner,  related  to  the  election, 
Mr.  Paull  and  his  counsel  were  strictly  fur- 
biddtrn  to  put.  All  the  questions  put  to 
*Mr.  Hart  related  to  the  election  solely.  All 
the  answers  were  in  Mr.  Paull's  favour;  and 
the  whol^  of  Mr.  Hart's  examination  was, 
upon  Ih^  motion  of  Lord  Howick,  or- 
dered f  be  expunged  .'^- — A«  to  the  notes 


ed  of  the  voluntary  services  of  Mr.  Hart,  was 
iriterided  to  cast  an  odium  upon  the  charac- 
ter and  upon  the  general  conduct  of  Mr. 
Paull.  But,  Mr.  Sheridan,  after  being  ac- 
qtiainted  with  the  imputed  character  of  Mr. 
Hart  (which  Mr.  Paull  was  not),  iindj  hira 
out ;  possesses  himself  of  Mr.  Paull's  notes 
to  him  :  and  brings  him  up  as  an  evidence 
upon  his  own  side.  Mr.  Paull>  the  moment 
he*  was  informed  of  the  imputed  character  ot 
Mr.  Hart,  did,  as  I  stated  at  page  37P,.  in- 
stantly order  him  to  be  discountenanced,  and 
absolutely  refused  ever  to  speak  with  hjm 
again,  though  at  the  evident  risk  of  doiog 
nmch  injury  to  his  election.  You,  Gentle- 
men, will  want  nothing  but  the  facts  to  guide 
you  in  forming  a  judgment  upon  the  conduct 

of  the  two  men. ^As  analogous  to  the  case 

of  Mr.  Hart,  and  as  illustrative  of  Mr.  Paulls 
conduct  during  the  election,  sufi'er  me  tore- 
mind  some  of  you,  and  to  inform  others  ot 
the  case  of  Mr,  Le  Maitrc,  who  had  volim- 
tarily  come  to  the  committee  room,  and  W2« 
thefe  engaged  in  endeavouring  to  trace  out 
for  us  a  belter  mode  of  canvassing,  'vht*n 
Mr.  Paull  recollected  that  he  was  one  of  the 
persons,  who  had  been  accused  of  having 
had  a  share  in  what  was  called  *'  the  pop- 
gun plot:*  Mr.  Paull,  without  a  moment* 
hesitation,  ordered  that  he  should  be  lent 
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away  from  the  room,  with  an  order  to  the 
door-keeper  Dot  again  to  adroit  him.  Against 
this  I  remonstrated,  i  observed,  thut  this 
was  to  sanction  the  abominable  principle 
which  the  hired  **  Anti*  Jacobins'*  were  daily 
preaching  up ;  that,  at  this  rate,  there  never 
would,  and  never  could  be  an  end  to  those 
mutual  animosities,  by  the  means  of  which 
Pitt  had  ruled  the  nation  for  seven  years 
,with  tlie  Habeas  Corpus  Act  suspended; 
that,  though  Mr.  Le  Maitre  had  been  ac- 
cused, he  bad  been  found  not  guilty,  and 
that,  at  the  very  worst,  he  was  only  one  ot* 
those  retbrmers,  whom  Mr.  Grey  (who  has 
now  changed  his  name  to  that  of  Lord  How- 
ick),  Mr.  Whilbread,  Mr.  Tierney,  Mr. 
Sheridan,  and  others,  liad  justified,  and 
some  of  whom  bad  actually  been  acquitted  in 
a  court  of  justice,  upon  the  opinion  of  the 
judge,  expressly  declared,  that  they  had  act- 
ed merely  upon  the  principles  inculcated 
tbrmerly  by  Pitt  and  the  Duke  of  Richmond ; 
that  Mr.  Le  Maitre  might  have  been  a  ja- 
<cobin,  but  that  Redhead  Yorke,  who  had 
lain,  under  such  a  charge,  some  years  in 
jail,  was  now  a  remarkably  loynl  man,  and 
received,  I  believed,  some  of  the  public  mo- 
ney annaally,  having  lately  conducted  a  pa- 
per called  •*  THE  PiLOT,^*  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  even  during 
the  administration  of  those  famous  '[  kill's 
firietids,"  Mr.  Addington  and  Lords  J^dion 
and  Hawkesbury;  that  Mr,  Huslusson,  a 
naenaber  of  the  late  ministry,  a  bosom  favou- 
rite and  a  creditor  of  the  late  '*  heaven- 
born'*  person,  who  lent  ii'40,000.  of  tiie 
public  money  to  Boyd  and  Ben  held,  was  a 
xnember  of  the  Jacobin  Club  at  Paris,  where 
he  preached  the  destruction  of  titles  and 
of  tithes;  that  this  gentleman,  who  has  now  a 
pension  of  twelve  hundred  pounds  a  year  out 
of  the  public  money,  and  Mr.  Windham 
were,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  members  of 
the  Mother  Club  of  the  Jacobins  at  Paris  j 
and  that,  considering  the  age  of  Mr.  Le 
Maitre^  and  taking  into  view  all  the  above 
mentioned  circumstances,  it  would  be  exces- 
sive folly,  not  unmixed,  I  >was  afraid,  wiili 
some  degree  of  baseness,  to  turn  our  backs 
upon  him.'  Notwithstanding  this  remon< 
strance,  however,  which  was,  too,  if  I  recol- 
lect right,  bacjced  by  Mr.  Powell,  >lr.  Paull 
insisted  upon  the  step  being  taken,  and  to 
nae,  though  mucli  against  my  will,  fell  the 
t(>e  task  of  communicating  his  wish  to  Mr. 
Le  Maitre,  who  behaved  upon  the  occasion 
as  a  man  who  deeply  felt  the  imputation  cast 
upon  him,  but  whose  public-spirit  triumphed 
over  his  private  feelings. — ^To  those  amongst 
you.  Gentlemen,  who  were  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  our  pfoc^edingH,  the  state- 


ment of  this  fact  was  not  necessary.  Yoa 
know,  that  the  whole  of  Mr.  Paull's  conduct 
was  fair,  honourable,  and  open.  And,  as  to 
notes,  I,  probably,  wrote  five  hundred  du- 
ring the  election  j  and,  I  hereby  give  perfect 
liberty  to  every  person  in  possession  of  let- 
ters, notes,  or  cards  of  mine,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  that  election,  or,  though  in  the  re- 
motest degree,  connected  with  it,  to  make 
them  public,  at  any  time,  or  in  any  manner, 
that  they  please.  I  should  in  vain  attempt 
to  recollect  whom  I .  wi  ote  to  or  what  I 
wrote  j  but,  though  I  cannot  tnist  to  roy 
memory,  I  can  safely  trust  to  those  princi- 
ples, upon  which  we  all  acted  in  that  glo- 
rious struggle  against  the  combined  efforts 
of  our  profligate  though  powerful  enemies. 

In  calling  your  attention  to  the  third  to- 
pic which  I  had  in  view,  I  feel  that  some- 
thing more  than  a  mere  rhetorical  apology  is 
necessary.  .  'VVhat  I  have  to  say  here,  relates 
principally  to  my  own  conduct  j  but,  I  beg 
leave  to  a^ure  you,  that,  though  I  am  not 
without  a  desire,  and  a  very  anxious  one  too, 
to  stand  well  in  the  opinions  of  the  sensibk; 
and  honest  part  of  my  countrymen,  and  par-^ 
ticularly  in  your  opinions,  1  should  not,  at 
the  present  time,  make  any  remark  upon  the 
part  of  Mr.  Homan*s  evidence,  which  re- 
lated to  the  circtimstance  of  Mr,  Drakes 
hwing  been  at  Boiiey,  did  I  not  think  that 
my  sifrnce  upon  the  subject  might,  possibly, 
in  one  way  or  another,  prove,  in  some  degree 
injurious  to  our  public  cause ^Mr.  Ro- 
man, on  the  5th  instant,  informed  the 
House  of  Commons,  that,  at  a  recent  meet- 
ing between  him  and  Mr.  Drake,  at  which 
meeting,  observe,  Mr.  Sheridan  also  wa^ 
present,  Mr.  Drake  told  him  (Mr.  Homan), 
that  he  had  just  returned  from  Hampshire, 
where  he  had  been  hunting  with  Mr.  Cob* 

I'vlty  who  lived  in  a  pig-stye. As  to  tho 

place,  in  which  a  man  lives,  the  thing,  espe- 
cially as  connected  with  transactions  like 
those  of  which  we  are  now  speaking,  is  of 
very  little  consequence;  and,  if  Mr.  Drake 
were,  in  a  quiet  moment,  to  ask  hi>  heart 
M  hioh  was  most  to  be  envied,  William  Coi>- 
bett  in  a  pig-stye,  or  Richard  Briiwley  Slje- 
ridan,  with  **  Right  Honourable**  thereunto, 
pretixed,  in  Somerset  Palace,  I  do,  I  must 
confes«,  not  think  so  badly  of  the  heart  of 
Mr.  Drake  as  to  enieftrin  much  fear  that 
the  answer  would  be  uiWhvourable  to  me  j 
so  that,  it  is  hard  to  say.  ctmsklering  Uie  na-- 
tural  confusion  of  the  mindpftlw?  Bishop  of 
Killala^'i  nephew,  what  distinct  ratioiial  ob- 
ject he  could  have  had  in  view,  in  thus  gra- 
tuitously treating  his  honourable  and  right 
honourat)Ie  hearers  with  a  sally,  which,  ia 
all.probabilityj  escaped  from  Mr,  Drake  ovtr 
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o  te  from  Mr.  Powell,  merely  introducing 


a  bottle.  But,  Gentlemen,  Mr.  Drake's 
going  a  hunting  with  me  is  quite  another 
thing)  and,  though  Mr.  Sheridan  was,  as 
the  newspapers  inform  me,  so  candid,  so 
Tery  candid,  as  to  observe  to  the  House,  that, 
BOtwithstandiflg  the  nimours  that  were 
afloat  respecting  Mr*  Cobbett,  be  had  reason 
to  be  satisfied,  that  1  had  not  had  any  hand 
ia  the  "  abominable  conspiracy,*'  which  had 
(good  man  !)  been  carrying  on  against  him  ; 
though  this  virtuous  person  had  the  exces- 
sive candour  thus  to  compliment  me  at  the 
ci^pense  of  Mr.  Paul],  Mr.  Powell,  and  at 
the  expense  of  your  and  the  nation's  cause,  I 
cannot  so  W  the  matter  pass.  Hiscompli- 
nents,  as  1  had  the  honour  to  declare  to  you, 
at  the  Crown  and  Anchor,  I  despise.  Nor 
^ould  I  (for  there  is  no  accounting  for 
tastes)  be  but  very  little  anxioils  about  the 
opinions  of  those,  to  whom^  upon  any  occa- 
sion, he  might  immediately  address  himself. 
But,  to  you.  Gentlemen,  you,  the  free  and 
independent,  the  unplaced^  uupensioned, 
unbought,  unsold^  and  unperjured  electors  of 
Westminster,  1  owe  a  fall  and  true  account  of 
Mr  Drake's  visit  to  me ;  and  that  account  I 

will  no^  give  you. Sometime  about  a 

month  ago  (for  I  cannot,  at  this  moment,  lay 
my  hand  upon  the  letter),  Mr.  Paull  wrote 
to  me,  stating,  that  the  principal  witness 
aj:^aiDst  Mr.  t-H'^ridan,  whose  name  was 
I)iake,  found  .himself  sex  annoyed- by  appli- 
cations on  the  part  of  Mr.  Sheridan  and  his 
agents,  thatbt;  had  expressed  a  wish  to  retire 
to  the  coimtry,  until  near  the  day  of  trhl  j 
that,  to  this  wish,  he,  Mr.  Pauli,  had  con - 
sentedi  with  the  unanimous  advice  of  his 
legal  advisers ;  and,  he  added  a  request,  that 
I  would  provide  a  lodging  for  him  until  the 
time  before  mentioned.  Owing  to  my  be-» 
ing  Very  much  engaged,  the  letter  (it  being 
at  the  latter  part  of  the  week)  \v^  not  sent 
for  to  Bishop's  Wallham,  until  two  days  af"* 
ter  its  arrival  there.  When  I  got  it,  1  wrote 
for  answer,  thati  though  1  was  sure,  tlint  no- 
thing dibbonourable  would  be  thought  of, 
eitlicr  by  him  or  ,Mr.  Powell,  and,  though 
tlie  characters  of  Me^rs.  Piomcr  and  War- 
t  in  were  avSUtikieiU  g^arantve  for  the  legr  ^ 
iity  of  the  step  proposed  to  be  tnken  j  yet, 
tliat,  such  was  my  aversion  to  e\'ery  thing 
a 'cret  or  covert,  that,  with  all  my  regard  for 
him,  with  all  my  gratitude  towards  him  for 
his  unparalleled  exertions  in  the  public  cause, 
and  with  all  my  anxiety  for  his  success,  1 
could  not  consent  to  have  ^y  hand  in  this 
auhir.  This  letirr  was  scarcely  gojie  from 
my  House,  wh^  Mr.  Drake  arrive^l,  accom- 
panied >vith  other  persons,  rn  a  post-chaise. 
't^cy  went  to  an  inn  in  the  village,  and  Mr. 
Prake  came  to  nic  ^lonci  beating  a  short 


the  bearer  to  me.    After  a  few  vCords  ef  in- 
troductory conversation,  I  spoke  to  him,  as 
nearly  as  I  can  now  recollect,  in  the  follow- 
ing words  r  •'  It  seems  ver}-  strange  to  me/ 
'*  irir,  that  you,  wlioare  a  gentleman  by 
"  profession,  and  who  bear  abtnit  yon  bo- 
*'  noarable  wounds,  shouki  not  have  found 
"  yourself  possessed  of  firm*iess  sufiidc^t  to 
"  drive  from  your  door  the  i'mportirtiate  ap- 
'*  plicants  of  whom  you  speak.    It  has  b«en 
'*  my  way,  thfough  lifey  to  hate  a  hand  iu 
"  nothing  that  seeks  disguise  f  therefore, 
*^  for  the  reasons  which  I  have  morefullf 
"  stated  to  Mr.  Paull,  I  will  hate  no  hand 
•'  in  this  aflair  j  and,  though  it  is  extremely 
"  painful  to  me,  though  it  is  the  tot  time 
"  and  1  trcrst  it  will  be  the  lasttinie  in  my 
'*  life,  (hat  the  like  has  occurred,  or  *ill 
"  occur  to  roe,  I  will  not  eren  oflfer  yo«  rc- 
"  jfreshraent,  and,  I  further  thiiA  it  right  to 
''inform  you,  that  if  you  remain  in  the 
"  village  this  night;  I  shall,  in  my  next  Re- 
"  gister,  think  it  necessary  to  disclaim  any 
*'  share  in  the  transactwii.    I  wooM  recora- 
'*  mend  to  you  to  go  back  immediately  to 
'"  ,^resford,  and  tlirre  wait  for  the  instrw^ 
'«  tions  of  Mr  Paull  or  Mr.  Powell;  lad, 
"  thqngh  I  wijl  ask  ycfta  no  questions tooch- 
"  ing  your  evidence,  I  most  ^araeifly  exbort 
*.'i  yott  to  .speak  the  truth.  Jet   (he  conse- 
^'•^tjdende  be  what  It  may."    Towhidi  b* 
answered,  that  nothing  should  tempt  him  to 
deviate  from  the  truth  ;  and  here  we  parted  j 
lie  goi>)g  towards  the  ian,  and  I  to  niy  work 
in  the  gni'den,   at  which  I  was  when  he  ar* 
rived.     After  he  was  gone,  however,  I  must 
confess,  that  the  reflection  of  bavhcg  been, 
for  the  first  time  in   my  }ifc,^iilty  of  what 
might,   1  was  afraid,   be  conmcjered  as  t 
breach  of  hospitality,  and  that,  too,  toward* 
one,  who,  whatever  his  faults  might  be,  had 
been  half  shot  to  pieces  in  the  service  oi  hi» 
country,   gave  me  great  pain ; .  and  now  that 
1  am  tally  accjnainti^d  with  all  the  circum- 
sttnccs,  now  that  I  seethe  unfounded  cla- 
ngours ih:jl  have  been  raised  against  tifis  gen- 
tleman, I  am  convincpd,  that,  in  being  over- 
scmpulmH,  1  acted  wrong;  a  conviciipn,  the 
feelings  ari.^ing  from  which  are  by  fi&ineiin* 
assuitWi'd  by  the  rc^ection^  that  a  suspicion 
may,  jvissibly,  have  been  entertained  of  my 
having  w.shed  to  secure  a  replilation  for  pu- 
rity at  the  fUk  of  that  of  mv  firiends;  than 
which,  however,  1   trust  you  will  believfj, 
nothing  could  be  further  from. my  heart. 
\  remain. 
Gentlemen, 
Your  faithful  friend, 
And  obedient  servant, 
Moiley,  Mmh  12,  1807^       WW'  CoMfTT 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 
The  articles,  which  would  have  come  un- 
der this  bead,  must,  on  account  ot  the  fore- 
going letter,  be  postponed  till  my  next.  I 
muAt,  however,  beg  leave  to  refer  my  readers 
to  tlu!  peiUioH  of  the  Hon&urabJe  Cochrane 
JokaUone,  which,  tJianics  to  Mr.  Whiibread, 

'  ban  been  presented  to  tlie  House  of  Com- 
Bions  and  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  tabie. 
Every  man  in  Ibe  kingdom  should  read  this 
petiiic;n.-— 1  also  beg  leave  to  point  out  to 
the  particular  atte«i«oii  of  the  reader,  the 
letter,  signed  A.  O  upon  iho  important  sub- 

^  jectof  ike  poor,  in  tlie  writer  of  which  excel- 
lent letter,  the^*ck*popalalion  philosopher, 
Mr.  Makbue,  has  met  with  a  formidable  op- 
ponent, who  will,  I  confidently  hope,  con- 
tinue on  till  he  has  completely  put  down  tl%e 
]iard«hearted  doctrine  of  this  misanthropic 
acoDomist. 

rOOR    LftWi. 

Si«,— oAs^he  proposed  aitemtion  in  the 
^stem  of  the  Poor  Laws,  mu»t  naturally  en* 
9ige  your  atteotioi^  as  weH  a.i  that  of  the 
public  5  and,  ^  the  authority  of  Mr.  Malthus 
tjas  often  been  referred  to,  and  h'sbi  £Tear 
weight  with  many  people  on  this  subject,  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  iiKjuire,  how  far  the  re- 
imtatioQ  which  that  gentiejtian  has  Squired, 
as  a  moral  and  political  philosopher,  can  be 
safely  reposed  on  a«  the  foundation  of  any 
part  of  a  system  which  is  diracted  to  objects 
of  national  iHil^,  and  requires  close,  c«m  - 
T^ehenstve,  and  accurate  reasoning.  You, 
Sir,  are  not  ignoriint,  that  a  name  will  do 
more  towafdfi  softening  down  prejudices, 
aod  bolstering  up  e  crude  and  tattering  sys- 
tem, tlian  any  argUinents  whatever.  It  \s 
^ways  easier  to  quote  an  authority  than  to 
carry  on  a  chain  of  reasoning.  Mr.  MaU 
Hius's  reputation  may,  I  fear,  be  fatal  to  flie 
poor  oflhis  cottoiry.  His  name  hangs  5us- 
jpended  over  their  iiead««  in  ierrorvm^  like 
faome  baleful  meteor.  It  is  the  shield  be- 
hind whidi  the  archers  may  take  their  stand, 
and  gall  them  at  their  leisure.  He  has  set 
them  up  as  a  defenceless  mark,  on  which 
both  friends  and  foes  may  exercise  their  ma- 
lice or  their  wantonness,  as  they  think  pro- 
per. He  has  fairly  hunted  them  dowa,  he 
has  di'iven  them  into  his  toils,  he  has  thrown 
his  net  o?er  them,  and  they  remain  as  a  prey 
to  the  first  invader,  either  to  be  sacriticed 
M'ithout  mercy  at  the  shrine  of  c»ld,  unfeel- 
ing avarice,  or  to  linger  out  a  miserable 
existence  under  the  hands  of  ingenious  and 
scientific  tormentors. — — ^There  is  a  vulgar 
saying,  **  Give  a  dog  a  bad  name,  and  hang 
him.**  Ihe  poor  see^n  to  me  to  be  pretty  I 
much  in  this  bituption  at  ^reseat.  Thepoor^  J  , 


Sir,  labour  under  a  natural  stigma  ^  they  are 
naturally  despised.  Their  interests  are  at 
best  but  coldly  and  remotely  felt  by  the 
other  classes  of  society.  Mr.  Malthus*6  book 
has  done  all  that  was  wanting  to  increase 
this  indifference  and  apathy.  But,  it  is  nei- 
ther generous  nor  just,  to  come  in  aid  of  the 
narrow  prejudices  and  hard-heartedness  of 
mankind,  widi  metaphysical  distinctions  and 
the  cobwebs  of  philosophy.  The  balanct^ 
inclines  too  much  on  that  side  already,  wirh- 
cHit  the  addition  of  fake  weights.  1  cont'ess 
I  do  feel  some  degree  of  disgust  and  indig- 
nation rising  within  me,  when  I  see^  man 
of  Mr.  Malthus's  character  and  calling  stand- 
ing forward  as  the  accuser  of  those  *'  who 
have  none  to  help  them,'*  as  d»e  high -priest 
of  *'  pride  and  covetousness,**  forming  sel- 
fishness into  a  regular  oode,  with  itscodicik, 
institutes  and  glosses  annexed;  trying  to 
muffle  up  the  hand  of  charity  in  the  fetters 
of  the  law,  to  suppress  "  the  compunctious 
visttmgft  o^*  nature,*'  to  mak^  men  ashamed 
of  compassion  and  good  sature  as  folly  and 
weakness.  "  laying  the  flattering  unction" 
of  religion  to  the  conscience  of  the  riotoua 
and  luxurious  liver,  and  *'  grinding  the 
faces  of  the  poor**  with  texts  of  scripture. 
Formerly  the  feelings  of  compassion  and  the 
dictates  of  justice  were  found  to  operate  a« 
gorrectives  oxi  the  habitual  meanness  and 
$ellisbnes»  of  our  nature :  at  present  this  lor- 
der  is:  reversed  -,  and,  it  is  discovered  tiiat 
justice  and  humanity  are  not  obstacles  in 
the  wrfy  of,  hut  that  they  are  the  mostetfec-  • 
tual  strengtlieiierfi  and  supporters  of  our  pre-- 
veiling  passions.  Mr.  Malthus  has  "  admi- 
rably reconciled  the  old  quarrel  between 
speculation  and  practice,**  by  shewing  (t 
suppose  in  humble  i nutation  of  Mandeville) 
that  our  duty  and  our  vices  both  lean  the 
same  way,  and  that  the  ends  of  public  virtue  * 
and  benevolence  are  best  answered  by  tl>e 
meanness,  pride,  extravagance^  and  iusensi- 
bility  of  individuals.  This  is  certainly  a  very 
convenient  doctrine;  and,  it  ti»  not  to  bo 
wondeied  at,  tliat  it  should  have  become  so : 
fashionable  as  it  has.  *  While  the  prejudice  - 
infused  into  the  public  mind  by  this  genile* 
man's  writings  subsists  in  its  &ll  force,  I  am 
almost  convinced  that  any  serious  attempt  ^ 

*  The  late  Sir  W.  Pultency,  whose  cha- 
racter for  liberality  is  well  known,  was  firm-' 
ly  persuaded  that  the  author  of  the  Essays  on ' 
Papulation  was  the  greatest  man  that  ever 
lived,  and  really  wished  to  have  bestowed 
some  personal  remuneration  on  Mr.  M.  a# 
his  political  confessor,  for  having  absolved 
htm  from  all  doubts  and-scrup^s  iu..he.exer« 
cise  af  his  fayoorit^  virtue. 
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hietfering  the  condition  of  the  poor  will  be 
ineffectual.  The  only  object  at  present  is  to 
gain  time.  The  less  it  is  meddled  with 
either  with  good  or  bad  Intentions,  the  bet- 
ter. Tampering  with  the  disease  '*  will  but 
frkin  and  film  the  ulcerous  part,  while  foul 
corruption,  mining  all  within,  infects  un- 
•een."  I  have  not  confidence  enough  either 
in  the  integrity,  the  abilities  or  the  power 
of  our  state-doctors  to  be  willing  to  trust  it 
entirely  in  their  hands.  They  risk  nothing 
if  they  fail.  The  patient  is  in  too  desperate  a 
state  to  bring  any  imputation  on  their  skill ; 
and,  after  all,  it  is  only  trying  experiments 
«  corpore  vili.  The  only  thing  they  need 
be  afraid  of  is  in  reality  doing  too  much  good. 
This  is  the  only  error  which  would  ever  be 
forgiven  by  those  whose  resentment  they 
have  most  reason  to  dread.  This  however 
there  will  be  no  danger  of.  The  state  of 
public  feeling,  the  dispositions  cfindividmals, 
the  narrow  jealousy  of  parties,  and  the  inte- 
rests of  the  most  powerful  bodies  of  the 
community  will,  I  suspcc',  suffer  little  effec- 
tually to  be  done  for  bettering  the  condition, 
exalting  the  character,  enlightening  the  un- 
derstandings, or  securing  the  comforts,  ^le 
independence,  the  virtue  and  happiness  of 
the  lower  classes  of  the  people.  But,  I  am 
not  equally  sure  that  the  means  employed  for 
this  very  purpose  may  not  be  made  a  handle 
fbr  stifling  every  principle  of  liberty  and  ho- 
nour in  the  hearts  of  a  fiee  people.  It  will 
be  no  difficult  matter,  as  things  are  circiim- 
stanced,  under  pretence  of  propriety  and 
economy,  to  smuggle  in  the  worst  of  tyran- 
nies, a  principle  of  unrelenting,  incessant, 
vexatious,  overruling  inflaencei  extending  to 
each  individual,  and  to  all  the  petty  concerns 
of  life. — ^This  is  what  strikes  me  on  the  first 
view  of  the  subject.  1  would  ask,  is  Mr. 
Whitbread  sure  of  the  instruments  he  is  to 
employ  in  the  execution  of  his  Scheme  ?  Is 
he  sure  that  his  managing  partners  in  this 
new  political  firm  of  opulent  patronage  will 
not  play  the  game  into  the  hands  of  those 
whose  views  of  government  and  civilisation 
are  very  different  from  his  own  ?  But.  it 
seems,  that  whether  practicable,  or  no,  Mr. 
Whitbread  must  bring  in  a  Poor  Bill.  The 
effect  of  it  appears  to  me  to  be  putting  the 
poor  into  the  wardship  of  the  rich,  to  be  do- 
ing away  the  little  remains  of  independence 
we  have  left,  and  making  them  once  more 
what  they  were  formerly,  the  vassals  of  a 
wealthy  aristocracy.  For  my  own  part,  who 
do  not  pretend  to  see  far  into  things,  and 
do  not  expect  miracles  from  human  nature, 
I  should  wish  to  trust  as  little  as  prossible  to 
the  liberality  ^nd  enlightened  views  of 
to  iik^  tenihr  meriUs  of 
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justices  of  the  peace.  The  ezampfe  of 
Scotland  is  held  out  to  us  as  a  proof  of  the 
benehcial  eflects  of  popular  education,  and 
we  are  promised  all  the  same  advantages 
from  the  adoption  of  the  same  plan.  The 
education  of  the  poor  is  the  grand  specific 
which  is  to  cure  all  our  disorders,  and  make 
the  leper  whole  again  j  and,  like  other  spe- 
cifics, it  is  to  operate  equally  on  all  constitu- 
tions and  in  all  cases.  But,  I  may  ask,  is 
the  education  of  the  poor  the  only  circum- 
stance in  which  Scotland  differs  from  Eng- 
land ?  A,re  there  no  other  circumstances  in 
the  situation  of  tliis  country  that  may  render 
such  a  scheme  impracticable,  or  counteract 
its  good  effects,  or  render  it  oven  worse  than 
nugatory  ?  Is  knowledge  in  itself  a  principle 
of  such  universal  and  indisputable  excellence 
that  it  can  nevejr  be  misapplied,  that  it  can 
never  be  made  the  instrument  and  incentive 
to  mischief,  or  that  it  can  never  be  mixed 
and  contaminated  with  "  baser  matter  V*  Do 
not  the  peculiar  principles  and  discipline  of 
the  church  of  Scotland,  does  not  the  tradi- 
tional and  habitual  ^ith  in  the  doctrines  of 
religion,  do  not  the  general  manners  not  of 
the  poor  only,  but  of  the  other  classes  of  so- 
ciety, does  not  the  state  of  cultivation,  do 
not  the  employments  of  the  people,  the  ab- 
sence of  luxury,  and  temptations,  the  small 
number  of  great  towns,  and  the  remaiils  of 
ancient  manners,  tend  to  strengthen,  to  for^ 
ward,  to  give  consistency  to,  and  secnrfe  the 
good  effects  of  education?  Or,  will* Mr. 
Whitbread  say  that  he  can  supply  the  fAice 
of  these  with  a  beadle,  a  while  wand,  a 
spelling  book,  and  a  primmer  ?  Suppostog  it 
practicable,  will  the  adoption  of  a  general 
plan  of  education  have  the  same  effect  in  our 
great  manufacturing  towns,  in  our  seaports, 
in  the  metropolis,  that  it  has  in  the  heart  of* 
Scotland,  or  in  the  mountains  of  Cumber- 
land ?  Will  it  not  have  the  contrary  effect  ? 
It  is  not  reading  in  tiie  abstract,  but  the 
kind  of  reading  they  are  likely  to  meet  with, 
and  the  examples  about  them  leading  them 
to  emulate  the  patterns  of  sobriety  aiul  in- 
dustry, or  of  vice  and  profligacy  held  out  to 
them  in  books,  that  will  do  either  good  pr 
harm  to  the  morals  of  a  people.  Iff  the 
country  the  people  read  moral  or  religious, 
or;  at  least,  innocent  books,  and  therefore, 
they  are  benefited  by  them  ^  in  towns,  tb.ey 
as  often  rneet  witli  licentious  and  idle,  pijhli- 
cations,  which  must  do  them  ham).  It  is  in 
vain  to  say  you  will  give  them  »ood  books, 
they  will  get  bad  ones.  Will  tho'se  hot-beds 
of  vice,  the  factories  of  Manchester,  &c.  be 
less  fruitful  for  having  the  farina  of  know- 
ledge sprinkled  over  them  ?  Will  not  corrup- 
tion quicken  faster,  and  spread  wider  fot 
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having  this  new  channel  opened  to  it  ?  Will 
a  smattering  in  books,  and  the  current  pam- 
phlets of  the  day,  tend  to  quench  and  smo- 
ther the  flame  of  the  passions,  or  will  it  add 
fbel  to  them  ?  I  do  not  scruple  to  assert,  that 
religion  itself,  when  it  comes  in  contact  with 
certain  situations,  may  be  highly  dangerous. 
It  isthe  soil  in  which  the  greatest  virtues  and 
the  greatest  vices  take  root.  Where  it  has 
not  strength  to  stop  the  torrent  of  dissolute 
manners,  it  gives  it  additional  force  by  check- 
ing it  J  as  the  bow  that  has  been  long  bent 
in  the  contrary  direction,  recoils  back  with 
ten- fold  violence;  It  is  for  this  reason  that 
the  morals  of  the  people  in  the  trading  towns 
in  the  North  of  England  are,  I  believe,  worse 
than  they  are  farther  south,  because  tliey  are 
brought  up  more  religiously.  The  common 
people  there  are  almost  all  of  them  originally 
dissenters.  Again,  it  may  be  asked,  will 
the  poor  petrjile  in  the  tiading  towns  send 
their  children  to  school  instead  of  sending 
them  to  work  at  a  factory?  Or,  will  their 
emplo)'ers,  forgetting  their  own  interests. 
Compel  them  to  do  it  ?  Or,  will  they  give  up 
their  profits  and  thehr  wealth  for  the  sake  of 
informing  tlie  mmds,  and  preserving  the 
morals  of  the  poor  ?  Oh  I  no.  Jt  may  be 
replied,  that  it. is  chiefly  for  the  peasantry 
and  country  i)eople,  who  compose  the  largest 
part  of  the  community,  that  this  plan  of  edu- 
cation is  intended.  But  they  are  ;the  very 
people  who  do  not  stand  in  need  of  it,  and  to 
uhom,  if  it  does  no  harm,  it  will  do  little 
good  If  working  hard,  and  living  sparingly 
are  the  chief  lessons  meant  to  be  inculcated 
in  their  minds,  they  are  already  tolerably 
perfect  in  their  parts.  As  for  the  rest,  it  is 
in  vain  to  attempt  to  make  men  any  tiling 
else  but  what  their  situation  makes  them. 
We  are  the  creatures,  not  of  knowledge,  but 
of  circumstances.  For  all  thcio  reasons  I 
cannot  help  looking  at  this  general  parallel- 
bet  \ycen  the  benefits  derived  from  education 
in  Scotland,  and  those  expected  from  it  in 
this  country  as  little  better  than  a  hurre  de 
dupe.  The  advantages  of  education  in  the 
abstract  are,  I  fear,  like  other  abstractions, 
ndt  to  be  found  in  nature.  1  thought  that 
the  rage  for  blind  reform,  for  abstract  utility, 
and  general  reasoning,  had  been  exploded 
long  since.  If  ever  it  was  proper,  it  was 
proper  on  general  subjects,  on  the  nature  of 
man  and  his  prospects  in  general.  But  the 
spirit  of  abstraction  driven  out  of  the  minds 
of  philosophers  has  passed  into  the  heads  of 
members  of -parliament :  banished  from  the 
closets  of  the  studious,  it  has  taken  up  its  fa- 
vourite abode  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It 
has  only  shifted  its  ground  and  its  objects 
according  to  the  character  of  those  la  whom 


it  is  found.  It  has  dwindled  down  into  pet- 
ty projects,  speculative  details,  and  dream* 
of  practical,  positive  matter  of  fact,  improve- 
ment. These  new  candidates  for  lame  come 
in  awkwardly  holding  up  the  train  of  philo-- 
sophy ;  and,  like  the  squires  of  political  ro- 
mance, invite  you  to  sit  down  with  them  to 
the  spoon-fulls  of  whipt  syllabub,  the  bro- 
ken scraps  of  logic,  and  the  same  banquet  of 
windy  promises  which  had  been  so  much 
more  handsomely  served  up,  and  to  satiety, 
by  their  masters.  I  know  nothing  of  Mr. 
Whitbread  personally.  His  character  stands 
fair  with  the  public,  for  consistency  and  good 
intention.  But  I  cannot  recognise  in  his 
plodding,  mechanical,  but  ill-directed  and 
unsuccesstul  endeavours  to  bring  to  justice  a 
great  public  delinquent,  in  his  flowery  cx)ra-^ 
raon-place  harangues,  or,  in, the  cold,  philo- 
sophic indifllerence  of  the  sentiments  he  has 
expressed  upon  the  present  occasion,  either 
the  genius,  penetration,  oi*  generous  enthu* 
siasm,  (regulated,  not  damped  by.  the  dic- 
tates of  reason),  which  shall  be  equally 
proof  against  the  artifices  of  designing  men, 
against  the  sanguine  delusions  of  personal 
vanity,  or  the  difficulties,  the  delaj's,  the" 
disgust,  and  probable  odium  to  be  encoun- 
tered in  the  determined  prosecution  of  such 
a  task.  The  celebrated  Howard  fell  a  mar- 
tyr to  the  great  cause  of  humanity  in  which 
l>e  embarked.  He  plunged  .into  the  depth 
of  dungeons,  into  the  loathsome  celb  of  dis- 
ease, ignominy,  and  despair,  he  sjK*rificed 
health  and  life  itself  as  a  pledge  of  tlw  since- 
rity of  his  motives.  But  what  proof  has  Mr. 
Whitbread  ever  given  of  his  true  and  undis- 
sembled  attachment  to  tlie  same  caused 
What  sacrifices  has  he  made,  what  fatigues 
has  he  sulfered,  what  pain  has  he  felt,  what 
privation  has  he  undergone  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  object,  that  he  should  be  depended  on  as 
the  friend  and  guardian  of  the  poor,  as  the- 
dispeujier  of  good  or  ill  to  millions  of  his  feU 
low  beings  r  Tlie  "  champion**  should  be^ 
the  '*  child'*  of  poverty.  The  Author  of" 
our  religion,  when  he  came  to  save  the 
world,  took  our  nature  upon  him,  and  be-^ 
came  as  one  of  us  :  it  U  not  likely  that  any 
one  should  ever  prove  the  sauiovr  of  iho- 
poor,  who  has  not  common  feelings  with 
them,  and  who  does^  not  know  their  weak-«^ 
nesses  and  wants.  To  the  oflScious  inquiries, 
of  all  others.  What  then  are  we  to  do  for, 
them  ?  The  best  answer  would  perhaps  be,. 

Let  them  alone 1  return  to  the  subject 

from  which  I  set  out,  and  from  which  I  have 
wandered  without  intending  it )  I  mean  the 
system  of  Mr.  Malthas,  under  the  auspices 
of  whose  discoveries  it  seems  the  present; 
plan  is  undertal^en^  though  it  di^rs  in  ^nan^ 
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of  its  featttres  horn  the  expedients  reconi- 
liiended  by  that  author.  I  am  afraid  that 
the  parent  discovery  may,  however,  in  spite 
of  any  efforts  to  prevent  it,  overlay  the  rick- 
ctty  oftijpring.  Besides,  the  original  design 
and  principle  gives  a  bias  to  all  our  subse- 
quent proceed! iigs,  and  warp$  our  vnews 
without  our  perceiving  it.  Mr.  Malthus's 
system  must,  1  am  sure,  everremalrf  a  stum- 
bling block  in  tlve  way  of  true  political  eco- 
nomy, as  mnate  ideas  for  a  long  time  con- 
iused  and  perplexed  all  attempts  at  pliiloso- 
phy.  It  is  an  ignis  faiuus,  which  can  only 
beguile  the  thoughtless  gazer,  and  lead  hmi 
Hito  bogs  and  quidcsands,  before  he  knows 
where  he  is.  The  details  of  his  system  are, 
1  tel'eve,  as  confused,  contradictory^  and.uu- 
tertain»  as  the  system  itself.  I  shall,  how- 
ever, confine  my  remarks  to  the  outlines  of 
]»is  plan,  and  his  general  principles  of  rea- 
soning. In  these  iiespects,  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying,  that  his  work  is  the  most  com- 
plete specimen  of  Ulogical,  crude  and  con- 
tradictory reasoning,  that  perhaps  was  ever 
oftered  to  the  notice  of  the  public.  A  clear 
And  comprehensive  mind  is,  I  conceive, 
iihewn,'not  in  the  extensireness  of  the  plan 
which  an  author  has  chalked  out  for  himself, 
«but  in  the  order  nud  connexion  observed,  in 
the  arrangeraent  of  the  subject  and  tlie  cou- 
'^stency  of  the  several  parts,  lliis  praise,  is 
so  far  from  being  applicable  to  the  reasoning 
of  our  author,  that  nothing  was  ever  more 
loose  and  incoherent.  *'  The  latter  entf  of. 
bis  coramohwealih  always  forgets  ihe  begin- 
ning." Argument  threatens  argumwU, 
conclusion  stands  opposed  to  conclusion. 
This  page  is  an  answer  to  the  folio wii>g  one, 
and  the  next  to  that.  There  is  hardly  a 
centence  in  th«  whole  work,  in  which  he 
kecms  to  have  had  a  distipct  idea  of  his  own 
meaning.  The  principle  itself  is  neither 
iisjw,  nor  does  it  prove  any  thing  new ^  least 
of  all,  does  it  prove  what  he  meant  it  to 
prove.  His  whole  theory  is  a  continued 
contradiction  j  it  is  a  nnllitv  in  the  science  of 
^litical  philosophy. — I  must,  however,  de- 
fter the  proof  of  these  assertion^  to  another 
Jetter,  when,  if  you  should  deem  what  I 
have  already  said  worthy  the  notice  of  your 
readers,  I  hope  to  make  iliem  out  to  Uieir 
aod  your  fiaflafaetion.— ^A  O. 


^OOB   LAWS. 

Sr«^ ^You  appear    ko   he  fuiBcIently 

9ensit>le,  that  the  condition  of  the  English 
peasantry,  is  extremely  miserable.  That 
tbe  majority  of  them  are  entire  strangers, 
not  to  the  comforts  only,  but  in  a  great  mea- 
sure to  the  necessaries  C(f  Ijfe,  h  a  fact  com- 
pletely palpable  totooiipgo  o^s^rfatiop.  Tbe 
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incessapt  labour  which  they  are  compelled 
to  sustain,  and  the  numberlesH  privations  to 
which  they  are  subjected,  cannot  tail  6i  ex* 
citing  compassion  in  any  mind,,  not  utterly 
devoid^  of  feeling.     It  not  un frequently  hap- 
|x?ns,  that  tlie  father  of  a  fomily,  ^fler  endu- 
ring •♦  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,**  ©h 
his  return  home  in  the  evening,   instead  of 
enjoying  that  tranquillity  and  repose  which 
he  cjcpects,    and  which   his   situation  un- 
doubtedly requires,  is  assailed  by  the  most 
afiecting  and  heart-rending   cries  of  want, 
proceeding .  from  his  helpless,  starvrng  pro-t 
geny.    The  quantity  of  food,  which  the  pro- 
duce of  his  labour  enables  him  to  purchase, 
instead  of  affording  a  comfortable  supply  for 
his  family,  serves  only  to  whet,  while  it  does 
not  by  any  means  satisfy,  the  painful  crav- 
ings of  their  hungry  stomachs.     This  is  as-, 
suredly  an  awful  and  tremendous  picture  of 
human  wretchedness ;  but^  it  is  far  from  be- 
ing overcharged.     Allow    me    to    inquire, 
from  whence  it  originates,  and  whetlier,  if 
it  cannot  be  wholly  removed,  it  may  nol  be 
possffble  ^o  alleviate  it.    The  unl^ppy  suffer* 
er,  you  are  well  aware,  charges  his  misfor- 
tui^es  to  the  account  of  those,  whoy  being 
elevated  abo^  him  in  rank  and  fortune,  'al- 
though othetis.are  very  probably  n^ueh  inte^ 
rior  to  him,,  in  point  of  intellectual  and  mo- 
ral isyorth,  treat  him  with  the  most  insuffer- 
able insolence,  cruelty,  and  contempt.   That 
a  v€try  large,  sliare  of  blame,  attaches  to  per- 
sons of  this  description,  1  feel  most  willing 
to  allow  3  but,  I  do  iK>t  think  tliat  theyare 
chargeable  with  the  whole  of  it      Obviomly 
it  is  in  their  power,  to  allow  tbe  poor  man 
an  adequate  compensation  for  his  labour,  to 
pay  him  tliat  respect  which  is  due  ta  a  felld^ 
-creature  >  and,  by  retrenching  that  enormous 
profusion  of  expenditure,  whidi   Is   every 
way  adverse  to  their  own  enjoyment,  to  ren- 
der his  situation  at  once  easy  and  comfort- 
able.   But,  when  may  we  expect  to  land  the 
wealthy  landlord,  endeavouring  to  augment 
the  happiness  of  his  indigent,  tlioogh  sober 
and  industrious  tenant  ?  When  shall  the  ru* 
lers  of  a  nation  regard  its  interest,  at  tlie 
probable  or  even  ceftain  expence  of  their 
own  ?  Assuredly  jnot,  so  long  as  self-love 
continues  to  be  the  principal  motive  which 
influences   human  eenduct.     All  forms  of 
goveniment,  how  multifarious  and  discor- 
dant soever  they  may  be,  have  hitherto  rest- 
ed upon  this  basis.     Unless,  therefore,  it 
were  possible  to  devise  a  scheme,  by  which, 
while  those  individuals  to  whose  care  and 
direction  the  afiairs  of  the  nation  are  con- 
signed, were  resolutely  pursuing  their  own 
interest,  they  could  be  majde  to  promote  thijt 
pf  the  public,  it  is  in  vai»  to  hope  for  eflfec;* 
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of  this  kind.  But  soch  a  scheme  is  yet  a  dtf* 
sideratutn  in  political  science,  and  ut)ril  it  is 
otherwise,  it  behoves  as  not  only  to  inform 
people  of  thwr  doty  conskiered  abstractly  • 
but  what  is  infinitely  more  necessary,  the 
duty  of  moral  agents,  placed  iit  their  ^ircum- 
^tajices.  It  is  an  axiom  >n  morals,  that  the 
line  of  cotiduct  whidi  6ne  man  ought  to 
pursue,"  would  be  quite  unlawful  for  his 
i>eighbour,  because  their  situations  are  ex- 
tremely difibrent.  For  example,  do  J  know 
assuredly  that  the  produce  of  my  lab6ur 
would  enable  nvft  to  maintain  a  family,  de- 
<jently^  comfortaWy,  and  respectably  ?  If  so, 
^en  ought  I  to  marry.  But  if  ou  the  other 
inind,  I  am  fully  convinced  that  the  opposite 
of  this  is  the  case,  it  cannot  possibly  escape 
me,  that  the  consequences  resulting  from 
auch  a  conduct,  must  ultimately  prove  iti  the 
highest  conceivable  degree  tragical.  By  en- 
tering into  an  nWinhce  of  this  kind,  1  may 
^ve  existence  to  human  beings,  whom  it  is 
morally  impossible  for  me  to  supply  with 
ibod,  and  stiH  less  so  with  education,  and 
whose  future  lives  must  of  course  end  in  mi^ 
sery.  Marriage  ««  i/je^/*  is  an  highly  berie* 
licial  institution,**  and  may  be  productive  of 
an  immense  sum  of  plea!^ureable  sensalk)n } 
but,  when  it  is  not  subject  to  proper  restric- 
tk)ns,  it  becomes  the  veriest  plague  that  ever 
cursed  tlie  btimtt  race.  How  frequeiHly 
has  the  marriages  of  paupers  entailed  guilt, 
and  its  necessary  concomitant  ini.^ry,  upon 
tiaiUions  of  innocent  victims.  Their  chil- 
dren are  immuted  to  all  those  hardships,  in« 
cident  to  cheerless  poverty,  from  their  ear- 
liest years^  deprived  of  the  meails  of  useful 
kiK>wledge,  and  doomed  to  earn  a '^ scanty 
subsistence  within  the  walls  of  a  manufac* 
tory,  very  probably,  at  the  expense  of  every 
9entin>ent  and  feeling,  which  could  secure 
them  the  respect  of  the  wise  and  good.  The 
consequence  is,  the  girls  for  the  most  part 
become  common  prostitutes,  tlie  boys  ac- 
quire habits  of  vice,  which  can  never  after- 
wards be  eradicated*  and  both  are  counted 
the  banes  of  civ^l  society.  Notwithstanding, 
Ijoweverj  of  the  authenticity  of  these  facts, 
there  are  not  wanting  those  who  maintain, 
"  that  marriage  is  honourable  in  ail,*'  and 
who  are  perpetually  exhorting  the  young 
and  thoughtless  of  either  sex,  to  form  coti- 
nectious,  which  must  inevitably  embitter  all 
their  future  days.  The  motives  of  such 
persons  are  confessedly  virtuous;  but  they 
proceed,  as  it  secnas  to  me,  upon  an  erro- 
neous principle.  Because  the  marriage 
contract  is  sanctioned  by  the  command  of 
f  he  Oeity,  they  suppose  that  it  must  on  this 
account  be  the  duty,  as  well  as  the  interest, 
f4  eacU  individual,  capable  of  procrtj^tion,  to 
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enter  into  it.  Tliey  infonh  xAp,  moreover^ 
that  its  natural  and  necessary  tendency,  is  to 
check  the  progress  of  vice ;  and  this  is  part- 
ly true.  But  they  foi^et  to  consider,  that  if 
the  number  of  marriages  among  the  iower 
orders  of  society^  >eod  in  ^«c/,  although  it 
may  be  not  in  reality,  to  increase  the  popu- 
lation above  the  level  of  the  means  of  5ub* 
sii«tence,  vice  and  misery,  in  their  most  lu- 
deous  and  destructive  forms,  must  of  Conse- 
quence be  introduced.  There  is  nothioj 
which  I  raoreanxioiisly  wibh  to«ee,  tlmn  an 
healthy  and  happy  population  ;  but^  I  shall 
in  vain  look  for  it,  while  the  duty  of  moral 
restraint  is  so  partially  unuer stood,  £ud  so 
little  practised.  Then  only,  as  it  shouli 
seem,  may  we  hope  that  the  people  of  £Qg- 
land  will  cordially  unite  together,  in  asserting; 
their  just,  their  inalienable  rights,  immuni- 
ties, and  privileges,  when  they  shall  begin  to 
cotitemn  and  nnathentatise  that  inhumanity^ 
which  seems  to  delight  in  nothing  so  much, 
as  peopHng  the  workhouse.  When  parents 
shall  feel  solicitmis,  that  their  childrea 
should,  if  they  are  unable  to  leaN'e  them  a 
■decent  competence,  at  least  have  t^io  mean* 
of  providing  for  themselves,  independent  of 
the  dear  bought  assistance  of  the  great,  theo 
may  they  bid  eternal  defiance  to  (he  whoU 
host  of  placemen,  pensioners,  blood-suclcers 
atid  eartli- worms.  An  Englishman  never, 
acts  in  character;  but  when  he  can  proudly 
say  to  the  world,  *•  1  shall  not  die  in  your 
^  debt :  my  children,  thank  heaven,  are  am- 
ply provided  for.  out  of  the  produce  of  my 
indnstry  i  they  do  not  want  yotsr  pity,  and 
tliey  scnrti  to  purchase  y<pur  assistance.*'  This 
is  alone  the  language  of  an  independent 
ttfind;  a  mind,  that  will  not  stoop  io  receive 

a  favour,  at  the  expense  of  its  honour. It 

does  appear  to  me,  that  the  frequencj'  of. 
marriage  among  tlie  £hg1ish  peasatitry,  is  tho 
real  cause  of  more  than  one  half  of  that  mi- 
sery under  which  they  now  groan.  We  all 
know  very  well,  that  self-love  is  the  motive^- 
which  prompt<?  by  far  the  majority  of  them« 
to  enter  into  that  contract ;  a  desire  for  pro-» 
moting  the  welfare  of  the  community,  ia 
seldom  found  to  exist  in  their  breasts.  Your 
readers  will  readily  remember,  the  opinion! 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Lilliput  on  this  subject* 
*'  Their  notiol^s,'*  says  Gulliver,  **  relat;ing 
to  the  duties  of  parents  and  children,  differ 
extremely  from  ours.  For,  since  the  con- 
junction of  male  and  female  fs  fotmded  Upon 
the  great  law  of  nature,  in  order  to  propagate 
and  continue  the  species,  the  Lilliputians 
will  needs  have  it,  thiit  men  and  women  ar« 
joined  together,  like  other  animals,  by  the 
motives  of  concupiscence  5  and  that  their 
tctideriiess  towards  ifecir  yonug,    ptccwd* 
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from  ibe  Jike  natural  principle :  for  which 
lienson,  they  will  never  allow  tlKit  a  child  is 
under  any  obligation  to  liis  father,  for  be- 
gettiiig  him»  or  to  his  mother,  for  bringing 
Itim  into  the  world}  which,  considering  the 
miseries  of  human  life,  was  neither  a  benefit 
in  itself,  nor  intended  so  by  his  parents, 
whose  thoughts,  in  their  love  encounters, 

were  otherwise  employed.*' Moral  re- 

siraint  with  regard  to  marriage,  the  only  ra- 
ttooal  and  saie  check  to  population,  is  a  doc- 
trine, which  is  little  understood,  and  still 
less  relished,  by  the  generality  of  mankind. 
But,  until  its  salutary  tendency  is  perceived, 
and  it  shall  bav^  in  some  degree  regulated 
human  desires,  and.  passions,  and  appetites^ 
we  shall  in  vain  expect  any  great  ameliora- 
tion of  the  condition  of  the  poor.  They 
nmy  still  continue  to  suffer  every  species  of 
cruelty  irom  their  superiors,  and  linger  out  a 
wretched  existence,  while  the  varied  and 
accumulated  evil8>  incident  to  cheerless  po- 
verty, will  as  invariably  continue  to  prey 
vpon  them.  And,  so  long  as  the  marriage 
contract  is  entered  into,  with  a  thoughtless- 
ness and  Jevity,  unworthy  of  rational  beings, 
these  effects  must  result  from  it.  Obviously 
enough,  therefor e^  the  solemn  inculcation  of 
the  ctectrine  of  moral  restraint  with  regard 
to  it,  becomes  theduty  of  every  friend  to  lhi« 
best  iot^ests  of  human  kind.  The  design  of 
our  glorious  constitution  will  continue  to  be 

#fniatrated,  and  a  gloomy  train  of  i)etty  ty- 
rants and  stock-jobbers  will  exist,  while 
B^lf-love  is  the  motive  which  regulates  the 
actions  of  tlie  majority  of  mankind}  but, 
notwithstanding  this,  the  peasantry  of  En- 

.  gland  still  have  it  in  their  power  to  be 
hs^^y.  They  may  be  independent,  if  they 
are  not  yet  mean  enough  to  choose  slavery, 
and  thus  entail  misery  on  posterity.  This 
aubject  is  assuredly  deserving  of  serious  and 
impartial  consideration,  as  it  evidently  in- 
volves our  welfare  and  happiness.  If  I  have 
«rred  in  the  elucidation  of  it,  or,  if  I  have 
advanced  any  opinion,  which  is  dissonant  to 
the  dictates  of  sober  and  enlightened  reason, 
J  shall  be  happy  to  be  better  informed. 
Meanwhile,  I  remain,  with  every  sentiment 
of  esteem  and  respect,  yours,  &c. — SiMPti- 
civs.-^'^yil'erdeea,    Sunday,    Isi,  Marth, 

THE    widow's    vine. 

Sib, ^The  zeal  with  which  you  have, 

on  many  occasions,  pointed  out  and  stigma- 
tized political  profligacy  and  abuse  in  ail  its 
bhapes,  has  very  justly  entitled  you  to  tlie 
praise  of  an  independent  advocate  and  sup- 
porter of  an  enlightened  and  free  press :  and 
« in  any  case  you  have,  by  false  iuLclligencc, 
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been  betrayed  into  misrepresentation,  you 
have  with  becoming  candour  been  ready  to 
acknowledge  your  error.  This  being,  as  I 
conceive,  the  character  of  your  Political  Re- 
gister, you  will  not,  I  presume,  iiKline  to 
forfeit  it  ja  the  instance  which  I  now  recall 
to  your  recollection.  In  the  4th  number  of 
the  present  volume,  p  127,  is  inserted,  a  let- 
ter, under  the  invidious  title  "  Oppression 
of  Assessed  Taxes/*  signed  A.  X.  containing 
a  charge  as  false  as  it  is  malicious,  and  tend- 
ing to  nothing  less'than  to  cast  an  unmerited 
odium  on  the  charaqters  of  every  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Property  or  Assessed  Taxes, 
persons  who  act  in  these  troublesome  oiHces 
without  fee  or  reward,  under  the  authority 
of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the  more>$olemu 
sanction  of  an  oath.  The  whole  lettet;  is  a 
scandalous  libel  of  which  it  would  well  be- 
come tlie  Board  of  Ta.xes  to  take  cognizance. 
The  facts  of  the  case  so  grossly  misrepresent- 
ed in  tliat  letter  are  tliese  :  JVIi's.  L ,  a 

widow,  who  carrys  on  the  business  of  a  sad^ 
dler  at  Newmarket,  in  Suffolk,  has  a  viQe 
growing  against  her  house,  it  is  planted  in 
the  public  foot-path,  and  the  stem  is  guarded 
by  a  few  boards  to  protect  it  from  the  tr«ad 
ofilie  passenger.  This  vine  was  of  course 
pruned,  from  time  to  time,  and  probably  by 
a  gardener.  Mrs.  L.  however,  was  never 
as'^e^d  for  such  a  ser%ant,  till  the  Inspector, 
receiving  information,  that  she  did  occasion- 
ally employ  a  gardener,  he  surcharged^  her, 
as  his  duty  enjoined  him,  for  a  five  shilling 
servant.  On  the  day' of  appeal  the  case  was 
investigated  by  the  commissioners,  who,  not 
out  of  their  gracious  condescension,  but  be- 
cause they  thought  themselves  in  justice 
bound  so  to  do,  released  the  widow  from  the 
surcharge,and  this  without  putting  her  either 
to  trouble  or  expense ;  for  her  attenciuice  was 
dispensed  with :  and  the  tax  for  keeping  a 
gardener  was  not,  as  is  falsely  stated,  confirm- 
ed,  1  make,  no  further  comment  on  this 

scurrilous  scribbler,  bur,  leaving  him,  if 
known,  to  your  lash,  and  if  unknown,  to  your 

contempt. 1  rpmain,   Sir,  your  constant 

reader, — a  commissioner  of  taxes,  in  iha 
County  of  Suffolk,  Feb.  21,  I607. 


PETITION  OF  THE  HON. ANDREW  COCHUANK 
JOHNSTONE,  LATE  COLONEL  OF  THE  8TH 
WtST-INDlA  REGIMENT,  AND  GOVhRNOR 
OF  THE  ISLAND  OF  DOMINICA;  PRE- 
SENTED TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS 
BY  MR.  WHITBREAD,  ON  TUESDAY,  MABCH 
THE   IOth,    180/  : 

Humbly  Sheweth,  — That  your  petitioner, 
previous  to  the  inonih  of  October,  1803,  hatl 
served  as  an  ofiicer  in  the  army,  upwards  0^ 
20  years  3  that  he  had  risen  in  regular  grada* 
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tlon,  from  the  rank  of  ensign  to  that  of 
colonel  J  that  of  his  time  of  service,  13  years 
had  been  spent  upon  foreign  stations,  fre- 
quently under  circumstances  of  great  fatigue 
and  danger  j  and,  that,  during  the  whole  of 
the  said  service,  he  had  nevei,  upon  any 
occasion,  incurred  the  censure  or  displeasure 
of  any  one  of  his  superiors,  but  had  gene- 
rally the  satisfaction  to-  meet  with  their 
marked  approbation. — That  brevet  promo- 
tions in  the  army  are  made  accordmg  to*  se- 
niority of  rank,  and  that  for  an  officer  to  be 
passed  over  in  such  prpmotion  is  a  deep  dis- 
grace to  him.  That,  in  the  aforesaid  month 
of  Oct.  1803,  a  brevet  promotion  of  major- 
generals  took  place,  in  which  promotion  the 
name  of  your  petitioner  was  purposely  omit- 
ted. That,  sensible  of  the  dis«rnce  thus  in- 
flicted on  him,  and  conscious  that  the  in- 
iliction  was  unjust,  he  immediately  applied 
to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York, 
then  and  now  commanderr in-chief  of  his 
Majesty's  forces,  to  know  the  cause  of  pu- 
nishment so  severe  and  unexpected.  That 
It  was  upwards  of  two  months  before  he  re- 
ceived any  answer  at  all  to  this  application, 
and  that  he  was  then  informed  ot  the  cause 
of  his  punishmeilt,  by  a  letter  from  the 
Duke  of  York,  dated  on  the  10th  of  Dec. 
1803,  containing  the  following  words: — 
*'  It  is  an  invariable  rule  of  the  service,' not 
*'  to  include  in  any  general  brevet  promo- 
*'  tion,  an  officer  (whatever  may  be  his 
"  rank)  against  whom  there  exist  cHAt(GES, 
^  the  merit  of  wliich  has  not  been  decided  \ 
"  but,  whenever  an  investigation  shall  have 
**  taken  place,  and,  should  the  result  prove 
"  favourable  to  you,  there  will  not  be  any 
*^  difficulty  in  your  recovering  the  rank,  to 
"  which  your  seniority,  as  colonel,  entitles 
,  ^*  you."  That,  it  was  with  great  surprise, 
that  youi"  petitioner  thus,  for  the  first  time, 
learnt,  that  there  were  charges  existing 
against  him  j  and,  it  was  not  without  some 
degree  of  indignation,  that  he  perceived, 
tl\at  he  had  been  punished  upon  the  ground 
of  mere  charges  preferred  in  the  dark  -,  that 
these  chai-ges  had  never  been  communicated 
to  him,  and,  moreover,  that,  even  of  the 
existence  of  which  charges  he  was  not  in- 
formed, until  upwards  of  two  months  after 
he  had  been  punished,  and  had  explained 
of  his  punishment.  That  your  potitioucr, 
upon  receiving  the  letter  aforesaid  from  i1:e 
Cukeof  York,  lost  no  time  in  most  ear- 
nestly soliciting  his  Royal  Highness  to  afford 
him  informatidn  as  to  the  r.ature  and  pur- 
port of  the  charges  existing  again«it  him, 
but,  that,  unto  his  repeated  entrciities  for 
this  purpose,  no  answer  whatever  was  he  able 
tor  obtain,  until  llie  'J8th  day  of  the  ensuing 
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month  of  May,  when,  af tar  having  been 
thus  kept  in  a  state  of  suspense  and  disgrace 
for  six  months,  he  was  informed,  by  order 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  that  he,  the  Dake  o£ 
York,  had  now  called  upon  Major  Gordon 
(the  accuser)  to  state  whether  he  meant 
to  bring  forward  any  charges  at  all  against 
your  petitioner 5  so  that,  as  your  Honourable 
House  will  perceive,  your  petitioner  was 
now  mfbrmed,  not  of  the  nature  of  tho 
charges  against  him,  but  that  the  Duke  of 
York  had  not  yet  ascertained  whether  there 
were  in  existence  the  grounds  whereon  to 
form  any  such  charges,  though,  as  it  will  be 
perceived  by  your  Honourable  Hotue,  your 
petitioner  had  actually  been  pvnished,  upon 
the  ground,' as  stated  by  i hie  Duke  of  York 
himself,  that  charges  existed  against  your 
petitioner  in  the  preceding  month  of  Oct. 
That  your  petitioner,  conscious  that  no  cri- 
minaf  charge  could,  with  truth,  be  preferred 
ac^.iinst  him,  impatiently  waited  for  the  day 
of  trial,  which,  however,  to  the  CTeat  \-cxt' 
tion  and  injury  of  your  |>etitioneF,  was  de- 
layed until  the  month  of  March  )8C5, 
though,  according  to  the  Duke  of  York's 
letter  of  the  lOth  of  Dec.  1803,  the  chargot 
actually  existed  against  your  petitioner  ii% 
the  month  of  Oct.  preceding, — a  year  and  a 
half  before  it  was  thought  proper  to  pix)ct?cil 
upon  (hem.  ITiat  plevioiis,  howekcr,  to 
the  assembling,  of  the  court  mariial,  before 
whom  your  petitioner  was  sent,  stigmatized 
with  having  now  been  passed  over  in  two 
general  brevet  promotions,  some  circum- 
stances occurred,  to  which  your' petitioner 
humbly  presumes  to  solicit  ihepanicuhir  at- 
tention of  your  Honourable  House.  That 
your  petitioner  having  stated  to  Sir  Charles 
Morgan,  the  then  judge -advocate-qeneral, 
his  ol>jection  to  Mr.  Oldham  as  a  person  to 
officiate  as  juvlge-advocate  at  the  approaching 
trial,  and  which  objection  was  founded  up<wi 
the  partial  conduct  of  Mr.  Oldham  upon  a 
recent 'occasion.  Sir  C.  Morgan  informed 
your  petitioner,  that,  in  consequence  of  such 
•objection,  he  h::d  had  an  intention  of  ap-i 
pointing  some  other  person  to  officiate  at  the 
court  martial;  but  that  he  had  receotly 
received  an  application  from  the  Dcke  of 
York,  spccinlly  requesting  that  Mr.  Oldham 
might  officiate ;  jind  that  this  had  deter- 
mined him  (Sir  C.  Mor?;an)  to  employ 
Mr.  Oldham  upon  tlu*  occa'^iou.  1  hat  y«'Ur 
petitioner,  at  no  lo<5^'as  to  tlie  motive  of  this 
imerterence,  adhered  'he  more  re.sojutely 
to  his  aforesaid  objeutiv'U;  but  thnt,  thotigli 
he,  finally,  and  with  much  difficulty,  suc- 
ceeded in  this  pv>iut,  h*,  to  his  grent  mnrti- 
fication,  found  thu,  inimedintely  af'crwnrd-;, 
\\\z  seat  of  the  court   martial,  whiib  was. 
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hf  the  order  of  the  Duke  of  York,  actually 
assembling  at  Canterbury,  whiiher,  towards 
•be  end  of  Feb.   your  pcthioi^r  and  several 
of  bis  witnesses  bad  repaifed,  was,. all  ot  a 
sodden;  ffemoved  to  Chelscii>  notwithstand- 
ing  \he  reriwm.strance  of  your  petitioner, 
who,  in  a  leller  to  tlie  jodge-advoctUe-genje- 
ml,  dflfedontlie 'ilst  o^Feb,  1805,  stated, 
fbat  ^*  great   inconveniciKC   aiwi    exp^nB^, 
•'  would  be  occasioned  by  tiiis  change,  as 
*'  weU  as  the  impossibility  of  transmitting 
"  tinjely  mrtice  of  it  to  the  witnesses,  par- 
•'  ticularly  those  resident  in  distant  parts  of 
•*  the  kingdora."^    I'hat,  in  fjjwtc  of  all  the 
ffi  sad  vantages,  by    these  and  other   means 
created,  your  petitioner  was  honourably  ac- 
♦piitfed  upon  all  the  charges  preCrred  against 
him,  notwithstanding  so  much  study  and 
preparation  had  been  n«ed  in  the  producing 
iiflhose  cUirges;  that,  not  only  was  he  so 
acquitted,  bttf  there  was  not  brought  out  in 
cyidenceonesinglefact  tending  in  the  slightest 
ikgpee  to  jrfiew,.  tbut  the  accuser  hmi-^lf 
rould  posjiibly  ever  hnve  believed  any  one  of 
{fhe  charges  to  be  trae  j  and  tlwt .  it  was 
ji^laringly  evident,  tliat  the  whole  of  the  ac- 
#i>sation  consisted  of  falsehoods  invented  for 
fhi^  sole  parpose  of  injuring  the  fame  and  i 
tnefortuneof  your  petit ijtfuer,  andofgivii^  j 
t'le   colour  of  jn&ticc   to  tl^    jMumhmeut 
-**^h!ch  had  aJrcady  be^qji  inflicted  upon  hiai.  ,} 
'i'liat  your  pet^iiolw,  up^n  the  result  of  the 
trial  beiiTg  made  known  unto  him,  did,  on 
th^  18th  of  April,  1805,  endeavour  t0  4)btaiii  i 
x\  audience  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Puke  of  York,  j 
i-.T  order  tc^obtain,  in  tiie  list  of' major-gene- 
rals, thiat  place  to  whicli  his  senioriry  enti-  . 
:U?dhim,  and  in  the  obtainiti^  of  which  he  i 
i»:Kt,  by  his  Royal  Highness,  bee  n  informed, 
t!jere  would  be  *^  no  difficulty ,  provided  the 
*'  result  of  the  court  marlitd  wasfavourahU 
*'  to  him.'*    That  your  petliioner,  liaving 
htft.-n  refused  access  to  the  Duke- of  York  in 
4:i;»  first  instance,  bnving   been  nnabie  by 
cnher  means  to  obir.in  any  saiUf.ictory  an- 
swer to  bis  repeated  a^pliciilions,  tendered 
the  resignation  of  bis  commission  as  colonel, 
resolved  no  longer  to  remain  in  a  i^^ryice,  in 
which  he  was  .•-o  unju-rfly  held  in  a  state  of 
i\  'rcradation,     Ihat,  as  to  the  grouncjs  upon 
which  the  application  of  your  petitioner  wai 
uiected,  your  Honovirable  House  will  have" 
o:werved,  .that  the  decisions  of  aJJ  general 
cjijrts  martial  are  communicated  iv  ibe  JCing 
by  the  jud^c -advocate  general,  who,  when 
\n»  has  thereupon  received  the  commamls  of 
tbx'  King,  communicates  them  to  the  com- 
:nin.ler-in-c!iief,  together  with   the  King's 
r  •  n.j»*ks  I  hereon.    Ttiat,  in  pursuance  of  tbis 
{')'.•  ice,  Sir  C.  Morgan,  having  first  laid 
".  .  ''L'Ciiion  of  i])Q  pourt  iJ5Uirti;4  aforesaid 
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before  the  King,  next  coromanicated  it  to 
tb«  Duke  of  York,  subjoining  thereunto,  as 
connng  from  the  King  himself^  a  remark, 
that,  a«  to  the  principal  charge,  the  court 
had  been  inhibited  by  law  froin  proceeding 
uppn  it,  owing  to  the  crime  alleged  having 
taken  place  rnure  than  three  years  previous 
to  the  dare  Qf  the  warrant  for  the  trial,  anc} 
tlwt  "  His  Majesty  considered  tliia  lapse  of 
**  time  to  have  l>ecn  Qwii.g  to  an  improper 
'*  conduct   of   the  prosecutor."     That,  2i% 
your  Honoinable  House  will  not  fail  to  per- 
ceive, this  remark  was  calculated  to  cause  it 
to  be  believed,  that,  if  no  lapse  of  time  had 
so  taken  place,  and  if  the  court  initial  had 
not  thereby  been  inhibited  from  proceeding 
on  tho  said  chat^e,   the  said  charge  might 
have  been  ertablishedagainst  your  petition* 
erj  whereas,  the  facts  werej  |st,  that  the 
act  charged,  was  alleged  to  iiave  taken  place 
previous  to  Sept.  1801  ;  2d,  that  an  investi- 
gation into  the  conduct  of.  your  petitioner 
was  contemplated  by  the  Duke  of  York  in 
Oct»  1803,  and  upon  tliat  contemplation  ho 
wiibhejd  the  nqme  of  your  petitioner  from 
the  bre\et  promotion,-    3d,    tliat    between 
Sept.  JSOl  and  Oct.  1603,  oply  two  year* 
and  one  montli  had  elapaeJ ;  4tli^  tli^it  be- 
tween Oct.  1803  and  Aug.  1804,  when  the 
wairant  lor  tlie  trial  was,  at  last,  is«ued,  your 
:  petitioner  did  make  urgent  and  repeated  re- 
quests to  the  Duke  of  York;  that  the  trial 
might  take  place  without  delay  j  and  5th, 
tlnrt  !y(Hir  petitioner,    apprehensive   that  a 
plea  of  lapse  of  time  might  be  made  use  of^ 
iU)r  ilie  purpose  of  leaving  a  blemish  upon 
hi.f  reputation,  expressly  requested,  in  a  let- 
tjfr  to  the  adjutant  general,  dated  on  the  22d 
of  June,  1 804,  that  "  no  part  of  the  grounds,  - 
*'  on  which  Major  Gordon  had  proposed  to 
"  found  his  charges,  »bonld  be  kept  back 
'*  from  examination/*    fixmi   which    facts 
your  petitioner  is  satisfied^  that  it  will  clear- 
ly appear  to  your  Honourable  House,  that  if 
I  ho  court  mortial  was  inhibited  from  taking 
cognizance  of  thD  charge  aforesaid,  the  in- 
hibition was  to  be  sscrib^l  solely  to  those 
concerned  in  framing  and  bringing  tbrwaid 
the  prosecution.     That  h/)wever  to  the  most 
ir^if  ortan^  fact,  connected  with  the  aforesaid 
remark  of  the  King,  it  remahis  for  youi*  peti^ 
tkoxk^r  to  pray  the  attention  of  your  Honour^ 
aWe  Houije^  namely,  that  notwithstanding 
the  lapse  of  time,  the  oourt  martial  actually 
did,   betbre  tliey  perceived  such  lapse,  fuUx 
investigate  the  merits  of  the  said  charge  j 
that  the  charge  was,  by  evidence  il>c  roost 
complete,  clearly  proved,  to  be  utterly  false, 
and  destitute  of  the  semblance  of  foundatiopp 
and  that  it  was  not  tintil  ajler  suck  proof  had 
lcen^W4iii^  jtb^t  li^  court  x^a^ti^  ^s(;ov^ffi 
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\heX  they  were,  by  law,  inhibited  from  ta- 
Iving  cogni  ^aoce  of  it.    That  it  was,  never- 
theless, upon  the  ground  of  the  remark  made 
by  the  Judge  Advocatv;   General,    in    the 
KingVnarae,  that  the  Duke  of  York,  in  a 
letterfto  your  petitioner,  dated  on  the  1 6th 
of  May,  1805,  refused  to  place  your  petition- 
er in  that&itmttion,  as  to  rank,  to  which  he 
was,  by  his  seniority,  entitled.    That  your 
petitioner,  full  of  indignation  at  the  injustice 
with  whicli  he  had  been  treated,  addressed  a 
Tbrnonstranoe  to  the  Judge  Advocate  Gene- 
ral, complaining  of  the  aspersion  cast  upon 
l^is  character  by  tlie  putting  of  the  remark 
aforesaid  upon  the  records  of  'the  army, 
while,  at  the  same  time,  the  facts  above 
stat«»d  hy  your  petitioner  were  carefully  con- 
cealed. That  in  answer  to  this  remonstrance, 
the  Judge  Advocate  General  informed  your 
petitioner,  in  a  letter  dated  on  the  2()th  of 
April,  1805,  that  *'  since  he  had  communis 
"  CO  led  to  the  Duke  nf  York  the  letter  in 
**  which  the  aforesaid  remark  was  cnniained^ 
'•  he  had  seen  occasion  to  recall  that  letter, 
"  and  to  substitute  another  in  lieu  thereof, 
'*  leaving  out  the  said  remark,  and  that  he 
'*  had  taken  upon  himself  to  explain  to  the 
*'  King,  the  reason  why  this  remark"  (made, 
as  your  Honourable  House  will  perceive,  in 
the  King's  name,  and  as  coming  from  the 
lung  himself)  "  was  now  omitted^'    Tliat, 
thus,  a.<i  it  must  be  manifest  to  your  Honour- 
able House,  the  Judge  Advocate  General 
has  the  power  to  communicate  to  tjie  com- 
mander-in-chief remarks,    in   the    King*ft 
naroc,  upon  the  decision  of  ei^ery  general 
court  martial,  from  which  remarks  alolie  the 
commander-in-chief  must,  according  to  bis 
Jetter  above  mentioned  addressed  to  your pe- 
liliooer,  *' forvii  his  opinion  upon  thewfigle 
**  matter  of  each  case  j**  that  the  Jud^e  Ad- 
vocate General  has  the  further  power  of  al- 
tering sucii  remarks  at  hjs  pleasure,  not  only 
>^ilhout  the  orders,   but  even  without  tJie 
knowledge  of  the  King,  in  whose  name  they 
-are  made ;  thai  this  Judge  Advocate  General 
not  only  holds  his  otfice  during  pleasure,  but 
IS,  at  the  same  lime,  so  much  under  tlip  in- 
fluence of  ilie  commander-in-chief,  as  to  he 
iuduced,  at  bis  bare  suggestion,   to  change 
his  intention  aa  to  the  person  wliom  he  shall 
employ  to  officiate  in  his  slead  at  a  court 
roariial  j  and  that,   thus,  the  fame  and  for- 
tune of  ail  ths  officers  of  the  army,  (an  es- 
tablishment, the  annual  expense  o^"  which  is 
uow  more  than  18  niiUioni sterling)  amountr 
ing,  in  number,  to  several  tJiousands  of  gen- 
tlemen, connected  by  ties  of  blood,  or  othcr- 
trise,  with  no  jwnall  pwtion  of  tlie  rank  and 
<DDiequencs  ^nd  inBuence,   ia  the  whole  of 
ike  Qpiumunitj^  are  subject  to  the  absolute 


^-^Continental  IFar,  [414 
W'ill  of  one  irresponsille  individual.  That, 
from  this  cause  your  petitioner  has  suffered 
most  grie\-ou«  injustice,  mdignity,  and  in- 
jury ;  that,  after  a  life  of  faithful,  zealoua, 
and  arduous  services,  he  has  been  driven,  as 
abovo  shewn,  to  tlie  alternative  of  abandon- 
ing his  profession  and  his  means  of  subsist  • 
ence,  or  of  retaining  them  accompanied  with 
unmerited  disgrace  J  and,  that  he.  therefore, 
prays  your  Honourable  House,  the  constitu- 
tional protectoi-8  of  the  people's  liberues  and 
properties  against  arbitr^jry  power  and  op- 
pression, to  afford  him.  redress,  and  to  pre- 
vent, by  such  means  as  in  the  wisdom  of 
your  Honourable  House  it  shall  seem  meet, 
the  future  recurrence  of  similar  gi  ievnnces. 
—•And  your  petitioner  shall  everi^ray. 

ANDREW  COCHKANE  JOHNSTONE.— -i^O^^o;!, 

March  2,  I8O7. 
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Continental  ^''sk. -^Twenty -eighth  Bui* 
lelin  of  the  Grand  French  Atffiy. 
Berlin,  Nov.  7,  I8O6.— His  Majesty  th if 
day  was  occupied  in  reviewing  the  dragoong 
of  the  division  of  General  Kiein^  from  1 J 
tills  in  the  afternoon,  on  die  esplanade  of 
the  palace.  This  division  greatjy  distiur 
guisfced  itself  at  the  battle  of  Jpna,  anrf 
broke  several  squares  of  the  Prussian  infan* 
try.— General  5avary,  at  the  head  of  500  of 
the  first  reKimfiU  of  hussars,  and  of  the  7\h 
cliasseurs,  has  defeated  the  Prussian  Gent^ral 
Husdunne,  whom  b  >  made  a  prisoner,  toge- 
ther wjlh  2  brigades  of  hu«?sars,  2, battalion* 
of  grenadiers,  and  several  pieces  c)f  cannon, 
nearWismar,  on  the  Baltic.  Ihisdivisioa 
mpde  part  of  those  coips  whicli  were  pur- 
sued hy  the  Grand  Duke  of  Berg,  thePrinep 
De  Ponte-Corvo,  and  Marshal  Soiilt;  and 
being  cut  off  from  the  Oder  and  from  Po- 
merania,  appeared  to  have  been  driven  from 
the  coast  near  Lubeck.— Colonql  Excelmans 
commandant  o(  the  1st  regiment  of  chas- 
seurs in  the  division  of  IVIarsljal  Davoust,  has 
arrived  at  Posen,  the  capital  of  Poland  Pror 
per.  He  was  received  there  with  the  mos^ 
etithusiastic  joy;  the  tov^n  Was  \hronge.4 
with  people,  and  the  windows  crowded  \y J tik 
spectators ;  the  cavalry  could  scarcely  pj-o- 
ceetl  along  the  streets.  Ibe  Generaji  of  ^q- 
gineers,  3ertran<J,  Aide  de-camp  tx)  the 
Emperor,  has  embarked  on  the  lake  near 
Stettin,  in  order  to  examine  tlie  fiiflcrenjt 
passes  communicating  thercwitl^.. — ^Tlie  bar- 
tcrlrfg-lrain,  }kc.  for  the  siege  of  JVIagdeburg, 
was  sent  from  Dresden  and  Wittent>erg,  by 
the  Elbe.  It  is  hoped  this  place  will  iiot 
hold  out  loi'g.  Marshal  Ney  is  0ppoin.t^Q4 
to  dir<;ct  the  operations  0^  th,e  siege. 
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Twenty-ninth  Bulletin  of  the  Grand  French 
Army, 
Berlin,  Nov.  9,  I8O6  — His  Majesty  has 
ordered  a  contribution  of  150  millions,  to  be 
levied  in  the  dominions  of  Prussia,  and  those 
of  her  allies ! — After  the  capitulation  of  the 
Prince  of  Hohenlohe,  Greu.  Blucher,  who 
ivas  marching  the  same  route,  changed  the 
direction  of  his  progress,  and  endeavoured  to 
join  the  column  of  the  Duke* of  Weimar, 
which  had  previously  joined  that  of  Prince 
Frederick  of  BruMswick  Gels,  son  of  the 
Duke  of  Brunswick.   The'  3  corps  were  then 
commanded  by  Blucher;  some  small  corps 
afterwards  joined  them.     For  many  days  the 
division  endeavoured    to   escape  by  these 
routes,  which  were  as  yet  left  open  by  the 
Prench  troops  5    but  the  combined  move- 
ments of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Berg,  Marshal 
Soult,  and  the  Prince  of  Ponte  Corvo,  efiec-  , 
tually  frustrated  the  design.    At  one  time 
the  enemy  attempted  to  throw  themselves 
intoAnklara,  and  afterwards  into  Rostock.. 
Checked  in  these  endeavours  they  tried  to 
return   towards  the  Elbe ;   but  in  this  they 
were  also  prevented.    They  then  advanced 
directly  towards  Lubeck. — ^-On  the  4th  of 
Nov.  Uicy  took  a  position  at  Crevismulen  : 
the  Prince  de  P)nte  Corvo  cut  off  the  rear 
gnard>  but  could  not  make  much  impression 
upon  the  mnfn  body,  as  he  bad  no  more 
dian  600  cavalry,  while  the  enemy  were 
very  strong  in  that  respect.     Gen.  Vattier, 
in  this  action,  made  3  fine  charges,  support- 
ed by  Generals  Pactod  and  Maisons,  with 
the  27th  reg.  of  light  infantry,  and  the  8th 
of  tlieline.     It  \%  worthy  of  remark,  in  this 
action,  that  a  company  of  ^claireurs,  at- 
tached to  the  94th  reg.  commanded  by  Capt. 
Razout,  was  surrounded  by  some  of  the  ene« 
my's  squadrons,  but  the  French  light  troops 
were  not  dismayed  by  the  shock  of  the  Prus- 
sian cuirassiers,  they  received  it  firmly,  and 
kept  up  such  a  cool  and  well-directed  fire 
upon  the  assailants,  that  they  soon  retreated. 
TTiis  description  of  the-  French  forces  acted 
most  successfully  against  the  Prussian  caval- 
ry  throughout   the   whole  pursuit.     The 
Prussians  lost  7  pieces  of  cannon,  and  about 
1000  men. — But,  on  the  evening  of  the  4th, 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Berg,  who  was  advan- 
cing on  the  right,  arrived  with  his  cavalry 
against  the  enemy,  whose  ultimate  object 
seemed,  as  yet,  uncertain.    Marshal  Soult 
advanced  by  Ratzburg,   and  the  Prince  de 
Ponte-Corvo  by  Rena.    They  lay,  fi"oni  the 
night  of  the  ^th  to  that  of  the  6th,    at 
Schoenberg,  \^hence  the  Marshal  retired  at 


2  in  the  morning.  The  Prince  advanced  to 
Schlukup  Upon  the  Trave,  and  came  up  with 
a  corps  of  1,600  Swedes,  who,  at  length, 
thought  proper  to  retire  from  Laucnburg,  in 
order  to  embark  upon  the  Trave.  A  few 
discharges  from  our  cannon,  howev^,  dis- 
abled the  vessels  intended  for  their  embarka- 
tion The  Swedes,  after  a  shew  of  resist- 
ance, laid  down  their  arms.  A  convoy  of 
300  vessels,  which  Gen.  Savary  had  traced 
to  Wismar,  was  attacked  in  the  river  by  the 
column  under  the  Prince  de  Ponte-Corvo, 
and  captured. — In  the  mean  time  the  enemy 
fortified  themselves  in  Lubeck.  Marshal 
Soult  advanced  with  such  rapidity,  that  he 
arrived  at  u%&  gate  of  Mullen  as  s(K)n  as  the 
Prince  was  Wore  that  of  the  Trave.  The 
Grand  Duke  o(  Berg,  with  his  cava  r}-,  was 
between  these  posts.  The  enemy  endea- 
voured, hastily;  to  strengthen  th'^  old  walls  of 
Lubeck,  and  placed  some  guns  on  the  bas- 
tions, hoping,  by  these  means,  to  gnin  at 
least  a  day  upon  us,  but  he  was  mistaken,  as 
the  reconnoitring  and  the  attack  were  almost 
at  the  same  moment. — Gen.  Drouet,  at  the 
head  of  the  27th  light  infantry,  and  the  94th 
and  95th  of  the  line,  carried  the  batteries 
with  that  coolness  and  intrepidity  which  pe- 
culiarly distinguishes  the  French  troops! 
The  gates  were  speedily  forced,  the  bastions 
escaladed,  the  enemy  put  to  flight,  and  the 
corps  of  the  Prince  of  Ponte-Corvo  entered 
by  the  gate  of  the  Trave.  Thd  chasseurs, 
Corses,  the  tirailleurs  of  the  Po,  "and the  26th 
light  infantry,  composed  tlie  advanced  guard 
of  Gen.  Legrand^  which  had  no!,  as  yet, 
been  engaged,  and  who  were  impatient  to 
attack  the  enemy,  advanced  with  the  rapidi- 
ty of  lightning !  Redoubts,  bastions,  ditches, 
all  were  cleared,  and  the  corps  of  Marshal 
Soult  entered  the  town  at  the  gate  of  Mul- 
len. In  vain  did  the  enemy  attempt  to  de- 
fend the  place,  in  the  streets,  the  squares, 
&c.  they  were  driven  back  every  whrre,  and 
those  places  were  covered  wiih  the  tlcad ! 
The  two  divisions  of  the  French  troops, 
which  had  entered  at  diflerent  gates,  joined 
about  the  middle  of  the  town .  Scarcely  had 
the  Grand  Duke  entered  the  place  ihiin  the 
enemy  were  put  to  tiight.  He  pursued 
them — 4000  prisoners,  (iO  pieces  of  cannon, 
several  generals,  a  great  number  of  olficers 
killed  or  taken.  Such  were  the  result;^  of 
'^this  brilliant  victory. — Before  day-break  on 
the  Jth^  the  cavalry  were  mounted,  and  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Berg  surrounded  the  enemy 
near  Schwartan,  with  the  brigade  of  Lasalle, 
and  the  division  of  cuirassers  of  Hautpoalt. 
To  he  continued. 
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of  your  (irrfespondent  with  great  attention, 

.  but  1  have  found  it  utterly  impossible  to  coii- 
vioce  myself  that  the  public  would  be  in  the 
smallest  degree  benefited  by  the  contro- 
versy, .or  even  by  the  decision  of  theqxies- 
tion.  Whether,  in  certain  cases,  it  might 
not  be  good  policy  to  prewnt  too  much  la- 
bour from  being  forced  upon  the  market  j 
£>r  there  are  Romany  previous  inquiries  tiiat 
must  necessarily  be  answered,  before  this 
question  can  possibly  arise,  that  we  should 
be  going  top  far  into  the  trackless  e&panse  of 
conjecture,  to  render  either  of  our  l4ieorie« 
usefui. — If,  however,  1  beg  your  cowespyon- 
dent  to  excuse  qoe  for  not  weighing  his  va- 
Ytous  sHppmtioAs  with  that  nicety  which 
their  ingenuity  entitles  them  to,  1  sball^pt 
think  any  such  apology  necessary  for  taking 
advantage  of  sorpe  cowtssions  that  he  has 
made,  and  which  being  more  of  a  practical 
nature,  will  be  bettf  r  understood.  '^  I  do 
admit,*'  he  sa^s  (column  559),  "  that  the 
"  balance  of  power  between  the  labourer 
i'  and  the  employer^  which  is  aimed  -  at  in 
*f  your  plan,  must  be  established  j"  and  h^ 
adds  (column  56%),  '<  till  the  laws  of  la- 
'*  boar  secure  to  the  labourer  that  portion- 
*'  of  food,  raiment,  &c.  which  is  necessary 

•  o  to  prolong  his  life  and  health,  the  number 
^'  of  poor  must  continue  to  increase."  Now, 
Sir»  this  doctrine  coming  ^om  a  geatlemon 
who  avows  himself  to  be  a  rcvoJLj^onist, 
aiibrds  met  soyych  satisfaction,  as  it  inducef 

'  roe   to  hope,  that  a  numerous  fraternity, 
which  har  hitherto  been  content  to  pursu^ 
the  multiform  phantoms  of  its  own  fancy, 
may  in  time  be  prevailed  upon  to  unite  with. 
those  vulgar  beings,  who  wish  to  see  some 
fvo/ reforms  take  place. — The  doctrine  of 
this  revolutionist  is  strictly  true  j  and  if  he 
is  in  the  habit  of  attending  any  of  the  public 
aaaembUes  oi^  halls,  where  his  lofty  brethren 
are  accustomed  to  harangue  tlie  people,  it 
may  not  be  asking  too  great  a  favour,  to  re- 
quest him  to  cKert  a  little  of  the  ingenuity 
displayed  in  his  lejtter,  ^o  prevail  upon  them, 
if  possible,  to  reduce  some  of  their  thread- 
bare theories  tp  (^-actice.    They  hav^  been 
such  edifying  instructors,  that  the  people 
have  a  vast  desire  to  see  wlxat  sort  of  work^ 
02en  they  would  mtike.    C*  S.  does,  nqt  ap* 
pear  defident  of^  %ea\  \m.  the  cause,  an<l  he 
ieruitdy  does  not  want  arguoiajit  when  he 
is  once  i^urly  set  a  going  $  if,  then,  he  valuea 
hit  laevolationary  relationship,  on  account  of 
imy  opportunity  it  affbrdahim  cS  giving  ef- 
itiet^  to  bis  tli^orieii,  I  wouM  recommeod 
ti0  to  read  his  copy  of  the  '*  Outline  of  ^ 


**  Plan  for  reducing  the  Poor's  Rate,"  at  the 
next  assembly,  audi  not  direct  the  attention 
of  h's  friends  to  any  detached  passage,  but 
endeavour  to  interest  them  iu  the  general 
Qbject. — I  do  not  consider  this  asking  any 
favour  of  C  S.  for  he  has  evidently  misun- 
derstood the  passage  that  he  has  quoted  ; 
and  if  in  the  first  instance  it  was  worth  read- 
ing, it  is  now  worth  re-considering  in  con- 
nexion with  the  context. — Your  readers, 
Sir,  will  easily  see,  that  I  should  be  grossly 
misappropriating  time  by  entering  upon  this 
discussion,  if  you  will  permit  me  to  state 
the  leading  objects  of  my  plan,  as  introduc- 
tor}-  to  tiiC;  pass.^e  alluded  to. — I  have  en- 
deavoured to  prove  to  the  public,  that  the 
poor's  rate  is  an  un^st  and  unnecessary  im- 
post, which  operates  at  once  as  a  scourge  to 
the  industrious  and  careful,  and  a  bribe  to 
the  idle  and  profligate  j  that,  instead  of  feeing 
a  credit  to  the  cof/atry,  it  is  a  disgrace  and 
a  nuisance,  and  ought  to  be  abolished.  Bat: 
though  your  correspondent  will  only  allow 
me  to  haved^e  same  talent  as  a  parrot,  that  qf 
being  able  to  cliatter,  without  considering 
what  I  say,  I  happQ^;^  accidentally,  when 
I  published  this  opinion,  to  be  aware  with 
"him,  that  reforms  might  be  so  injudiciously- 
applied,  **  as  to  make  bad  worse;"  and 
therefore  I  suggested  a  mean  of  effecting 
that  abolition  in  a  way  so  gradual  and  slow, 
that  lis  removal  ajioulii  be  aucndei  with  no 
inconvenience. — It  is  a  circumstance^  parti- 
cularly favouraldc  to  the  abolition,  that,  no 
description  of  persons  is  strongly  attached  to 
the  poofs  rate ;  and  it  is  still  more  so,  that 
among  the  poor  great  numbers  of  them  are 
willing  to  provide  for  themselves  another 
way  J  so  tliat  it  is  even  possible,  that  both 
the  government  and  the  people  may,  upor< 
this  occasion,  b^  of  one  romd. — ^The  nieasnre 
that  I  propose,  and  which  I  am  endeavour- 
ing to  get  adopted,  is,  to  afford  peirsons,  with 
the  very  smallest  incomes,,  an  opportunity 
of  depositing  whatever  they' can  spare,  at  all 
convenient  times,  aixd  whether  it  be  little 
or  much,  in  an  economical  bank,  to  beun- 
4«r  the  guardianship  ojf  the  m6$t  respectable 
,pemQs  that  can  be  prevailed  upon  to  be« 
come^its  trustees  J  and,  ui  order  to  encourage 
peKoas  to  provide  for  age  ij;i  thi*  way,  dur- 
ing the  leason^-of  youth  and  vigour,  1  thin)c 
ih^  Legislature  ought  to  exempt  persons^  so 
pr6¥idingJor  themselves,  from  parish  assess;* 
fnenls  on  account  of  the  poor.  It  is  not 
enough  to  say,  that  the  Legislature  would 
act  equitably  by  granting  (his  indulgence,  a 
veiy  hasty  consideration  of  the  subject  i% 
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htinuiect  to  satisfy  ^wy  honest  mind,  Umt 
the  Legislature  uwild  Be  unjust,  if  it  were 
io  refuft  it  ^  for  the  natural  twidcncy  ol'the 
poors  mre,  as  it  oj^ratcj  at  present,  i»  to 
©:rasion  more  poverty  thiin  H  relieves?  and 
the  peophe  wouM  be  infinitely  better  off,  if 
Parliament  would  be  obliging  enough  to  Jet 
rheni  tsike  care  of  themselves^    Thh  will-  be 
quite  evident,  if  we  consider  the  situation- 
bf  forty  poor  hoDsekeepers  who  comiiienee  a 
club  for  old  age,  nndbr  tie  ddusifc  promises 
of  Mr.  RoFc's  BilJ  ''  for  the  reliev*  as  it 
professes,  "  of  FriendDy  Societict.*^     Re^« 
ing  upon  the  credit  an(f  iloxK>ur  of  Parlia^ 
ment^  that  ther  shftil  be  botk  ''  entouniged 
''*  and  reliff\ed,'^  if  they  raise  a  fiard  for 
tlieir  miTtual  relief  ivt  M  age^  aeeording 
fa  the  provistotit  of  the  bHI/  the  poor  ttieit 
,  contrive  (by  abridging  thenwekes  and  fami- 
lies of  fifty  shillffigs  worth'  of  comforts— ef- 
ten  of  ntcessaricsj  to  contribnte  fifty  shtW 
Mngs  each  to  the  sdid  fund.    Hiis  fifty  shiK 
fings  is,  in  many  instances,  aU  that  they  can 
fossibly  spar^,  without  enhatistrrra' that  health 
and  strength,  trpov  ^hick  al4r  they  can 
fely  for  the  rtieftcm  of  contiimiAg  their  occih 
pation* ;  f<or  '\f  they  tiaiid  spare  teit  shiHings 
fnore,  fhey  would  make  teit  shillitigs  worth 
more  provision  for  age ;  and  no  system,  that 
deserves  to  be  called  either  wise  or  just, 
Would  require  a  people  to  exert  themselves 
beyond  C}ieir  powers.    Blit  mark  how  the 
present  poor  laws. act. «-«A0  soon  as  the  poor 
man  has  paid  his  My  shillings  to  his  c}ub> 
the  collector  of  the  poor's  rate  attacks  hrm 
for  thirty  shillings,  apd  the  man  and  his 
wife,  who  have  beetr  deptiving  themseltet 
of  comftrts  in  order  to  provide  for  their  own 
distresses,  are  now  obliged  to  deprive  their 
children  of  necessaries,^  in  ord^r  to  provide 
for  the  profligacy  ot*  others.    The  ellects  of 
these  grinding  ejections  are,  that,  after  a 
few  years^j  persons  of  this  description  are 
inCipable  of  continuing  the  double  expense; 
and  as  it  does  not  alwa^'s  happen  that  the 
•verseers  arfe  persons  of  either  feeling  or 
prudence  ettoagh  to  see  what  coutse  would 
be  the.most  proper  to  be  taken  iipon  such 
occasions,  they  insist  upon  having  tbe'^oor^t 
rate  at  all  risks,  which  learea  thc^poor  jpeo- 
ple  no  AtSiQ^,  bnt  to  adjotrm  tbm  cootiibo<- 
fiofts  to  their  clubs,  where  the  iniquitooa 
principle  of  fbrfiriture,  comrbed  by  those 
mAe-shift  iastrtuttons,  foi*  the  puiposo  of 
iwindnngctnd  oppresshig  the  pot>rt!t#  of  their 
aierabei%,  obliges  i^em  at  liast  to  abandon 
the  whole  of  what  they  hafe  saved,  through 
iiii  inability  to  make  th«>r  p9ymr'^t$  punc- 
fuallyi    Rcp<»ated  instances  have,  ^ecnO^, 
where  the  chagrip  -and  mortificat  on  con- 
sequent; "ttpeir  !«!»•  uAfueoassful     •ffarts, 
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have  converted  the  mmt  diligent  apd  sobef 
aniongst  the  people  into  idlers  thfe  most  ne- 
gligem  and  debauched,  who^  without  having 
defined*- their  own  feelings,,  seemed  to  be  ge- 
verfledby  a  determination,  that  if  tlie  pariih 
would  not  suffer  them  to.  make  provision  for 
themselves,  tl>ey  would  rtot  deprive  them-- 
selves  of  a  single  glass  of  spirits,,  or  aay  lea^ 
sual  gratifkation,  for  the  sake  of  providing 
forotirers.    Thus  the  orerseei^  ane  a|  Imt 
obliged  to  go  without  their  rates  j  and  after 
they  teive,  by  selhtig'  tlieir  farnitwe  and  va- 
rlous^  other  kinds  of  persecut'lta,  driven  the 
people  firom  a  house  to  n  garret,  ami  from  a 
earret  to  the  parish  finds,  they  HbeV  tbr 
hard- worked  and  ilK-fedpoor  (^fingland,  as 
9  spendthrift  and  incerriglblr  vaee^nr  wboBv 
the  half-starved  chanty  ^sparish  workhouse 
is  too  good. — I  understand  it  is  fntended  to^ 
iatrodnce    a  Bill  itrto  ParUfimeftt^   m  the 
coun;e  of  the  next  session,  to  oblige  people 
employing  workmen  and  servants  to  stop* 
three  fiirfhiiigs  or  ff  penny  per  week  out  <tf 
fheir  wage»,  fi>r  the  purpose  of  making  tt 
futufe  provision  of  sodae  sort  fof  them.— 
Should  such  a  design  r^Uy  be  enlertained,  I 
would  seriously  advise  the  Members  of  both 
Nouses  to  read  their  Bil>les  beforehand,  asiC 
may  afibrd  them  much  in<>traetioB  to  laartf 
from  high  authority,  that  persons  may  weanf 
tkemseSm  for   very  vanity^     PnrliameuC 
esruMf  ought  to  pause  before  it  adopts  sof 
moore  ihfMpuisoty  measures,  after  ^nga^Mte, 
that  notwitlistandtng  ail  the  dis«»oragemcats 
of  the  present  system,  there  nta  704,000 
persons  hi  the  kingdom  assoeiatjed  voluMta' 
riiy  to  provide  for  their  ftiture  wants,  by 
the  best  means  that  have  yei  been  pi^oposed 
to  them.    If  this  disposition  receive  aJl  th6 
enconragemefH  it  asks,  rt  wiH  effect  every 
thing  that  the  nature  of  things  wili  admit 
towards  Improving  the  condition  of  the  peo* 
pie,  and  it  can  hardly  fail  of  suoceflt,  unless 
Parliameot   should,  attemf^  io  govern  loa 
wttrA.— ITiis  remark  charactericM  the  trat 
nature  of  the  dfspute  between  your  corres- 
pondent amd  me.     He  is  of  opinion  that 
Government  ought  to  inteffere  with  every 
thing  5   and  that   instead  of  ailowinf  tba 
workman  to  get  all  the  wviges  that  he  may 
think  his  services  entitled  to»  *'  the  riffhl  oi 
"  every  man  to  do  as  h6  pleases  witih  kis 
*'  own  property'*  should  be  takeu  from  all 
dasses  T\ithout  distinction,  even  so  far  as  tb 
dictate  to  every  person  what  pmticular  pro* 
fessron  he  sbuuld  follow;  whereas,  I  aat 
endeavouring  xq  prove,  not  only  that  hboof 
and  pf^operty  cught  to  be  kfl  to  find  thcit 
own  Talua,*'but^hBtihe  possessors  of  both 
ought  to  be  iubiect  to  even  less  controul  ia 
the  disposal^f  (Mm  thaOrthey  now  are.    I 
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do  not  deny  t]iat  we  have  both  the  same 
encbinview;  I  admit  that  it  is  onlraboat 
'  the  means  that  we  dilfer.  He  wishes  16 
accotni^ish  his  eod  by  means  of  a  *'  Society 
for  the  SupprHsion  fif  P^ive,"  I  wish  to  ac* 
compJish  the  same  end  by  means  of  a  society 
for  the  reward  of  vif /tt<*.— With  a  view  to 
accomplish  my  purpose,  I  tell  every  poor 
person  (and  I  am  always  ready  to  prove  it 
to  every  person  that  will  take  the  trouble  to 
examine  my  cakolation)  that  a  payment  of 
five  pounds  at  the  age  of  21,  and  two  shil- 
lings paid  wtekly  til!  the  age  of  56,  will 
provide  fatm  an  annuity  of  titty  pounds  from 
thence,  till  ihe  efid  ot  life,  with  an  ansaity 
of  thirty-three  pounds  to  bit  widow,  if  he 
«hoakl  leave  <me^t  Im  deaths  af^r  that  pe* 
fiod.  Now  it  will  doubtless  surprise  those 
libellers,  who  •  talk  of  the  labouring  people 
as  being  too  far  gone  to  be  mended,  and  too 
Worthless  to  deser^'e  help,  to  be  told,  that 
there  are  some  thousands  of  persons,  with 
irery  trifiing  *dependencies,  who  are  anxi* 
oiuny  waiting  to  subscribe  to  such  a  fond, 
at  soon  as  son»e  nobleman  or  (person  of  con- 
sideration can  be  found,  >^ho  will  think  it 
Mrorth  his.  while  to  give  his  countenance  to 
ihe  measure,  fbr  the  mere  simple  and  i/ii- 
tigeeted  honour  of  presiding  over  the  inte- 
rest^of  the  people,  and  doing  good  without 
Dotie  and  tumult.  Those  who  call  them- 
•dvet  men  rf  the  people,  friends  qfi^  peo- 
ple^ mod  tUd-iike,  would  do  weli.lo  ask 
thdrconsdenc^,  whether  tiiey  owght  not 
to  assist  the  people  in  secuiing  therr  comfort 
and  independenceinihis  way, in  preference  to 
relying  upon  the  all-corrupting  aid  of  parish 
chairty.  According  to  Mr.  Hose,  the  keep 
of  a  poor  person  in  a  pari&li  workhouse  costs 
twelve  poundsand  three  forthings  peraiiuum ; 
And  according  to  my  calcuklion,  a  siibscrip- 
tioft  of  sixpence  per  week,  from  the  age  of 
twenty  till  fifty-six,  would  secure  an  annuity 
of  a  larger  amount;  so  that  if  the  people 
would  but  refrain  from  thr^e  glasses  of  spi- 
•  rits  m  a  week,  and  deposit  the  value  in  this 
fund,  they  might  make  a  better  provision  for 
riiemselves  than  they  would  find  in  the 
iM^Mrkbouse,  without  being  beholden  to  cha- 
rfty.-i-Sir,  1  tltiok  the  people  •  could  not 
iidopt  this  course  long,  without  greatly  im- 
proving their  condition ;  and  I  think  that 
thp^e  apoitles  of  pnblic  virtue  and  reform, 
who  talk  to  the  people  about  liberty, and 
Independence,  can  claim  very  little  merit 
lor  the  value  of  their  professions,  if  they  do 
fiot  assist  iir the  establishment  of  this  insti* 
fttuon,  atkl  encourage  the  pe^le  to  embrace 
Ae  advantages  it  aflbrds  them>-^This  pro* 
Aosal  takes  it  fbr  granted  that  the  people  haVe 
ioroe  iarplus,  after  the  whole  cf  th«ir  abso- 
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lute  wants  are  supplied  $  bnt  as  I  am  op- 
pof^d  by  the  incontrovertible  truth,    ffc^t 
great  numbers  of  the  people  are  reduced  to 
the  most  helpless  state  of  misery  and  wretch- 
edness, for  want  of  being  able  to  find  em^ 
pJoyments,  I  propose  to  associate  with  my 
institution   a  general  register  office,  under 
thepatronaeeof the  nobility,  gentry,  mer- 
chants, tradesmen,  and  friends  of  improve- 
ment of  cyery  description,  to  which  persons 
seeking  employments  of  every  species  sh^ 
beat  liberty  to  apply,  and  Where,  by  th# 
aid  of  system  and  intelligence  of  arrange*^ 
ment,  every  fact  may  bo  ascertained  con- 
nected    with  the  difficult   pfioblem— -How 
can  the  whole  people  be  employ^,  with 
the  greatest  advantnge  to  the  state  >— TV)  ar- 
rive  at  any  conclusion  njxm  this  point,  it  if 
necessary  to  take  some  immediate  sieps  to 
fiicilitate  the  means  of  communication  be- 
tween persons  requiring  services  and  those 
who  am  willing  to  engage  in  employments^' 
for  at  present  we  have  no  means  of  deter- 
mining, Mjiether  any  one  profession  be  de- 
ficient of,  4|overstocked  wit  h  hands ;  wh^ 
ther  there  really  is  employment  enoogh  /o    ' 
occupy  the  whole  pcSiple  -,  or  whether  beg- 
gary and  idleness  be  the  consequenc^e  of  ne- 
cessity or  neglect.    This  is,  in  my  opinion, 
the  A.  B.  C.  of  the  political  e  aiomist ;  and 
tmtil  we  have  learned  thi^i  lesson,  all  fbrther 
discussion  upon  th*  subject  of  labbor  wiU 
rather   deserve  the   character  of  m  Idle 
amusement,    than  an  useful  inquiry— To 
conclude  these  observations,  I  wish  it  to  be 
understood,  that  I  by  no  means  intend  to 
shrink  from  the  discussion,  whenever  the 
state  of  things  shall  render  it  necessary ; 
but  adhering  to  what  1  have  written  in  the 
passage  of  my  *'  Outline,"  from  which  C.  S. 
has  taken  his  quotation,  I  shall  litnit  my 
endeavours  (6t  the  present  to  the  establish- 
mentof  the  ii^titutlon,  as  being  more  Im- 
mediately called  for  by  the  wants  of  the 
people.     I    must  therefore  repeal  in  this 
place,  that,  "  as  there  is  much  reason  to 
"  belie\'e  that  the  distresses  of  the  peopJo 
**  do  not  arise  so  much  out  of  the  scaixrity 
*'-  of  «mpl<>Tments,  as  out  of  the  defects  m 
''the  ineaffis  of  procuring  Uiem,  it  Would 
*'  bea  ^QAte  of  time  to  descant  upon  th« 
"  means  of  remcd>'ing  an  evil  that  may  not 

f  «**eTiist."— That  I  may  not  npf^ear  umhank- 
ful  for  the  compliment  that  C.  S.  is  pleased 
to  pay  me,  •'  as  a  firilow  labourer  in  ihs 
same  vineyard,"  I  would  t)eg  leave  to  solicit 
his  co-operation  in  the  establishment  of  au 
insti^tion,  which  he  acknowledges  Is  cjd-> 
e]ulat«d  •'  to  render  the  people  independent 
of  parochial  charity  j'*  and  I  flatter  myselj 
that  be  will  see  the  propriety  ^  fifst  prw- 
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curing  employment  for  all  the  idlers  who 
ire  now  sudcrii)g  the  distresses  of  wants, 
of  collecting  all  the  waste  labour  that  is 
scattered  abroad  in  the  forms  of  beggary  and 
vagabondage,  and  of  increasing  the  amount 
'  of  agricultural  labour,  if  it  should  appear 
lieccssary,  by  the  hands  tliat  are  already- 
unemployed,  before  he  attempts  to  drive 
.  any  description  of  persons  from  xhe  profes- 
iions  in  which  they  are  now  occupied. 
SliDuld  he,  on  the  contrary,  be  of  opinion, 
fliat  we  ought  not  to  attempt  any  improve- 
ment wiUnn  our  reach,  imless  we  can  assure 
o^jfsclves  that  we  shall  arrive  at  absolute 
pL*rfcctioo,  I  §hbll  regret  that  a  person  of  his 
liiK'nts  is  left  qmoug  the  number  of  those 

Srolhy  rcfonners,  wh(>se  volatile  theories 
re  oyly  floated  out  in  their  declamatory  ha- 
rangues, to  excite  the  g\tidy  admiration  of  a 
rhobj  but  judging  from  the  nature  of  tlie 
case,-^  I  shall,  as  it  regards  myself,  reject  as 
much  as  |>o5sible  all  discussions  purebj  spe- 
culative, and  endeavour,  if  1  can,  .to  prevail 
lipcSn.my  countrymen  to  embrace  reform  in 

a  2^  tangible  shape." 1  am.  Sir,  your's, 

iSf^H  Bo SE.-^Office  of  TranquiUity ,  AU 
i'Ufk-Strevt,  Biqdfriars,  \7il1  Oct.  I8O6. 

fOOR    LAWS. 

RiR,-r— Having  made  tlie  condition  of 
the  above  class  of  my  fellow  creatures  tlie 
6v\y  political  subject  of  iny  studies;  .and 
Jiaving,  by  every  possible  means  within  my 
i^acli,  endeavoured  to  fix  pubhc  attention  on 
tlie  cause  of  their  wretchedness,  I  am  parti- 
cularly anxious  to  express  my  opinion  on 
the  bill  lately  brought  into  parlLunent  by 
Mr.  Whiibread;  and  your  former  indulgen- 
cies,  with  your  singular  liberality  in  giving 
insertion  to  the  well -intended  productions  of 
individuals,  however  humble  their  merit,  in- 
duce me  to  hope  that  you  will  permit  tlie 
expression  of  that  opinion  to  reach  the  pub- 
lic in  the  ranks  of  the  numerous  and  inva- 
luable articles  which  appear  in  the  Political 

Register. Mr.  Whitbread's  hope  of  swc- 

^•ess  seems  to  rest  itself  upon  the  advantaged 
of  Education  to  the  Poor,  and  upon  tliatj  of  a 
Fulling  System  which  they  can  ^1  their 
oVt.m^*  He  is  Informed,  tha)t  the  poor  of 
Scotland  tan  read  and  write,  and  that  the 
worktouses  i  n  that  learned  land  are  not  so 
numerous,  in  prppbrtibp  to  its  potation,  as 
fhey  ai^  in  tlie  imleilered  districts  of  Eog- 
J^nd  and  Wales*,  and  hence  he  appears  to 
hifer,*^  that  the  enviable  disproportimi  arises 
from  the  superior  education  ^f  my  pooi 
leamea  bretlneapf  dncient  Caledonia:  for, 
1  JFCe  Wharni  in  hinjing, 
man  by  birth,  par^^g^JHUplllgugM^ ; 
a'lJd^oliei  t^  I'woi 


self,  in  whom  there  is  no  guile ;  psrticularlj 
on  the  subject  of  my  inquiry.    The  advan- 
tages of  education  to  all  classes  of  people  are 
too  self-evident  to  admit  of  a  doubt  in  any 
other  mind  than  that  of  those  who  wouU 
perpetuate  ignorance,  that  they  may  plunder 
with  impunity  j  but,  like  every  other  acqui- 
sition,  its  advantages  are  governed  by  cir- 
cumstanced, and  therefore  it  can  only  be  a 
remedy  in  the  particular  case  in  which  thq 
want  of  it  is  the-  cause  of  the  evil  compla'med 
of.     Consequently,  to  apply  it  in  any  other 
would  be  irrational,  and  even  mischievouSi 
so  far  as  it  was  the  means  of  neglecting  the 
application  of  the  remedy  that  belongs  tQ  * 
the  case.    And  I  flatter  myself,  I  shall  be 
able  to  satisfy  my  readers,  that  the  subject  of 
my  title  cannot  be  viewed  in  a  more  favour- 
able, if  in  so  favourable  a  light.     Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  has  adduced  no  argument  that  I  have 
seen,  to  shew  that  the  calamities  of  the  poor 
of  England  arise  from  their  igAorance  of  let- 
ters; he  has  only  assumed,  in  the  same  un- 
supported-by-argument   manner,    that  the 
poor  of  Scotland  arc  better  off,  and  that  their 
learning  is  the  cause  of  it ;  and,  ,npon  this 
baseless  fabric  of  a  vision  he  attempts  to  rear 
a  system  which  is  to  amelk)rate  the  condition 
of  millions  of  tlie  most  useful  members  of 
society  !  O !  blind  leader  of  the  blind  I  Edu- 
cation, however,  is  of  use  to  the  Scotch  poorj 
it  enables  them  to  understand  what  is  passing 
in  other  countries,  and  they  emigrate  in 
the  pursuit  of  it,  as  naturally  as  the  spark 
flics  upwards.     Is  this  the  effect  which  our 
reforming  schemer  would  produce  by  in- 
structing the  poor  of  England  ?  Would  he, 
too,  as  well  as  Mr.  Malthus,  the  divine,  tliin 
or  check  population  ?  Well !  be  it  so ;  but 
let  him  favour  us  with  the  proof  of  his  sense 
of  moral  and  political  justice  and  prudence, 
if  he  would.    But  is  he  correct  in  bis  con- 
clusion from  the  advantages  of  education  ? 
Are  the  poor  of  Scotland  oetter  ofl',  in  point 
of  comforts,  than  those  of  England  ?  To  this 
question  1  can  speak    from   my  own  past 
knowledge,  as  well  as  from  present  autliori- 
ties  who  cannot  be  deceived,  who  have  no 
interest  in  mis-stating  the  case,  and  whomt 
therefore,  I  cannot  suipect  of  the  intention 
to  exaggerate.    On  these  grounds  I  can  veri* 
fy  it  upon  oath,  that  I  have  known  packs  of 
hounds  in  England  that  are  fed  Uf>on  bett^ 
food^  and  supplied  with  a  better  allp^ncfl^ 
of  it,  than  generally  tails  to  the  lot  of  th^ 
poor ;  and  that  are  lodged  in  a  far  better 
qianner  than  that  in  which  the  ik>or  are  ken- 
neled, particularly  in  the  northern  andwes* 
tern  di striot^^  my  native  country.    Animal 
food  of  any  kind  is,  4t  may  be  said,  totally 
out  oif  their  reach  >  of  byley  mealtbey  sd- 
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dora  have  sufficiency  to  salisfy  their  hunger  5 
of  clothes,  of  the  coarsest  of  their  own  ma- 
nufactory, tl>ey  generally  have  not  enough  to 
co\rer  their  nakedness ;  and  as  to  habitations, 
fabg-stiesin  England  offer  an  equal,  if  not  a 
better  protection  against  the  inclemency  Of 
the  weather,  and  the  intrusions 'of  noxio.is 
ahinials.  Stldora  a  shower  of  rain  falls 
which  does  not  penetrate  the  sooty  roofs  of 
their  turf-thatched  huts  j  and  which  after 
ti^versing  and  tarnishing  their  care-carved 
faces,  and  descending  from  the  chequered 
rags  in  whicii  they  lie,  ascends  again  to  their 
skins  through  the  scanty  morsel  of  straw  that 
forms  the  bed  on  the  earthen  floor  of  thtf 
apartment  in  ^^(hich  they  sleep— These  are 
facts  which  will  not  be  denied,  by  those  of 
my  learned  country  who  have  no  motive 
of  interest  for  denying  them,  and  no  rensoii 
to  be  ashamed  as  the  authors  of  them,  be- 
cause they  know  them  to  be  fa<^ts,  and  gene- 
ral facts  too,  in  the  particular  districts  of 
Scotland  to  which  I  allude.  With  the  state 
of  the  poor  in  the  eastern  and  southern  dis- 
tricts, I  am  not  so  well  acquainted,  but  I 
should  think  that  the  gradation  of  climate  ' 
cannot  operate  much  in  their  favour.  Seeing, 
then*,  that  the  education  of  the  Scotch  poor 
is  of  no  sen'iceto  them  farther  than  it  sti- 
roulaites  them  to  seek  for  those  comforts  in 
fbrelgB  climes,  which  their  own  native 
coaotTf  uniiaturally  denies  them,  1%  remains 
wUli  Mr.  Whit  bread  to  shew,  bow  It  would 
promote  the  welfare  and  security  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire,  as  it  rests  exclusively  on  the 
exertions  of  a  numerous  and  a  happy  poor, 
were  it  taught  to  the  poor  of  England.  Can 
Mr.  Whitbread  be  ignorant  of  the  inefficien- 
cy and  inapplicabiKty  of  education  as  a  re- 
inedy  to  the  political  evils  and  state  craft, 
which  'nanufectures  and  multiplies  the  poor  ? 
If  he  be  not,  will  he  condescend  to  shew  us, 
the  witnesses  of  his  consistency  at  the  last 
Westminster  election,  how  the  reading  of 
books,  or  a  knowledge  of  the  theories,  max- 
ims, and  precepts  they  contain,  can  enable 
men  of  small  capitals  to  secure  trade  suffi- 
cient to  support  their  families,  from  the  un- 
feeling grasp^  of  the  large  capitalists.  How 
fiuch  knowledge  is  to  enable  an  agricultural 
labourer,  who  has  saved  a  few  pounds,  to 
obtain  an  acre  of  land  to-  hcl^  to  support  hit 
faiilily  ifrom  the  avarice  of  its  owner  when 
the  agricultural  monopoliser,  and  specnlator 
of  "  credit  and  capital**  offers  double  the 
rent  for  it,  which  the  otlier  can  give.  How 
suck.knowledge  is  to  enable  the  limited  an- 
nuitants and  small  capitalists  to  secure  their 
r^l  incomes  against  the  swindling  principies 
f^  paper  circulation,  and  the  depreciation 
af  money.    How  such  knowledge  is  tot  ena- 
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ble  aay  class  of  the,  commu^it^  to,  defend 
themselves  against  the  unrelenting  and  un- 
teeling  demands  of  the  tax-gatherer,  but'By  . 
a  sheer  robbery  of  the  rest,  either  by  tl^e 
means  of  a  monopoly  of,  or  that  of  an  extpr-  .  . 
tionnte  price  on,  the  articles  in  which  thjiji  * 
deal  ?  And  how,  when  man  is  thus  maoe*^ 
and  suffered  to  4ive  upon  man,  wiih  more 
than  cannibal  ferocity,  is  education  to  efl^bte    * 
the  frieiidless  labourer  to  stand  out  for  the 
wages  whi-  h  is  necessary  to  secure  his  inde-    - 
pendence  of  parochial  charitjr  -   These,  1  am 
confideat,  and  not  ignorance  of  letters,  are 
the  first  links  in  the  great  chain  of  social 
causes  which   render  the  condition  of  the  ' 
poor  wretched,  and  the  morals  of  the  rich 
vicious  examples  for  tliem  to  follow.     But, 
as  to  t4ie  immediate  cause,  as  resulting  from 
the  fir^t,  it  appears  to  me  to  be,   that  th« 
number  of  those  who  are  annually  employed 
in  useful  labour,  bears  too  small  a  proportion  . 
to  that  of  those  who  are  not  so  employed  5      ' 
or,  in  Mr,  Whitbread*s  own  tern\s,  that  the 
number  oi  men  who  live  upon  men,.  b(  as 
too  great  a  proportion  to  that  of  the  n  e:i 
on  whom  they  live.     By  a  calculajion  winch 
I  have  made,  and  for  which,  with  tlie  ^atai* 
thereof,  r  refer  to  the  Political  Register  of 
tlie  23d  ^f  August,  160(3,  p.  295,  it  appears 
that  the  number  of  men -eaters  bears  the 
proportion  of  about  4 -fifths,  to  that  of  the 
men  who  are  annually  eaten  in  Euglapd  and  .^^ 
Wales;    that  is,  that  the  nfaintenpnce,  in 
luxuries  and  necessaries,  of  tl^  whole  pop  • 
latiOn  of  those  parts  of  the  united  kingdoms, 
is  made  to  fall  upon  about  a  fifth  pait  of  its 
number,  by  means  of  the  nunaberless  strata- 
gems by  which  the  men-eaters,  of  social  or- 
der and  religion,  slip  their  heads  out  of  the 
halters  of  productive  industry,  and  live  in 
idleness  upon  the  industry  of  others.     I  do 
not,  however,  deny  tlie  necessity  and  policy 
of  "man  living  upon  man,"  but  when  four 
members  live  upon  one  man,  as  from  the 
calculation  to  which  I  allude  they  appear  to. 
do,  I  am  inclined  to  dispute  both  the  policy  . 
and  necessity  of  the  case.     As  to  the  nece4-» .". 
sity  of  the  case,  I  shall  totally  deny  it.  Until 
.some  arguments  arc  made  use  of  t  j  coiyriuce 
meot  the  ciMitrary,  and  that  1  .apprehend 
will  never  be  made. .  And,  as  to'  the  pojic)!. . 
of  it,  I  dispute  it  upon  two  grounds  :  first  * 
because  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  exettionS 
of  one  man,  t^n  properly  supplv  the  wants' 
of  five,  .including  himself;    andifPcould, 
1  wopld  insist  upon  the  injustice  ot  ibe,Cci<ei 
on  the  clear  ground  of  unjuHtifiablepjipf'^s^- 
sion,  or,  extess  of  labour  ;  and,  secpnci,>c*. 
cause  1  see  bv  ocular  demonstration,  'that 
the  whole  of  (he  labouring  poor,  and  raulrr* 
tudes  of  dioi»e  who  Use  upon  their  labour. 
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arQ  equally  destitute  of  sufficiency  of  the  I  and  no  more ;  and  whether  they  are  paid  it 

cgmmon  necessaries  of  life,  to  preserve  their  *  ^"  **"^ ' ^^'^ ^^ ^^  "^^  *^ 

liealths  and  prolong  their  lives  j  and  that,  in 
otd  age  and  infirmity,  they  have  no  alterna- 
nve  out  to  starve  with  hunger  and  cold,  or 
^yipv  out  their  miserable  existence  in  that 
p^rikcbial  grave  of  morals,  and  industry, 
caUel|tl)eworkhouse,  which  those  who  omis* 
«iv»ly  or  commissi vely  skinned  them,  have 
prepared  for  theif  bones.  I  am,  therefore, 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  the  poor  cannot 
settle  With  the  rich  and  the  idle,  on  the 
principle  of  the  uti  possidetis,  if  that  be  a 
ipore  intelligible  term  than  qciuctl  possession; 
that  any  project  which  is  sincerely  set  on 
loot  for  the  amelioration  of  their  condition, 
must  contain  in  itself  the  sure  ^nd  certain 
ipeans  of  diminishing  the  number  of  idiers, 
tnd  increasing  that  of  the  industrious  j  and 
of  dividing  the  subjects  on  which  their  wants 
d!ir<ct  them  to  labour,  on  more  equitable 
Jirinciples  than  those  that  are  at  present  in 
practice.  Till,  then,  this  intention  appears 
dear  from  their  schemes,  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled, with  sorrow,  to  consider  all  projec- 
tors, whatever  may  be  their  rank  or  station 
in  life,  as  men  who  either  know  not  their, 
subject,  or,  have  i»inister  motives  in  the  pur- 
auii  at  it.  Icannot  dismiss  this  subject, 
vithout  making  a  few  remarks  upon  Mr. 
ifVhUbread^i  **  Poot's  fund,  and  Assurance 
^ffiee."  Abstractedly  conskfcred,  theutHify 
of  theaeinatttution^  Ciinuot  be  called  in  ques* 
tion,  fijrerery  view  that  can  be  taken  of  the 
'(a#e,  operates  in  their  favour;  bnt,  can  they 
be  raaie  practically  osefvil  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstan<;e#  of  the  pase  ?  Cab  they  be  made 
to  ivach  or  remove  any  one  of  the  causes  of 
pauperism  which  I  have  pointed  out,  or  pro- 
duce the  effect  of  the  general  reirtedy  which 
I  have  just  suggested,  or  lend  any  aid  to 
prcxiuce  it }  1  do  not  expect  thjtt  any  one 
will  attempt  to  aps^ver  these  quesliotis  or 
any  of  them  in  the  affirmance.  Bbt,  admit- 
ting the  ability  of  tlie  labourers  to  fund  a 
part  of  their  earninj|s,  who,  let  me  ask  Mr. 
\Vhiibread,  is  to  pay  the  annuity  it  yields, 
wbrn  they  are  paNt  labour?  By  which 
J  ivkan,  who  is  to  supply  them  with  food  and 
raiment,  kc.  when  they  have  lost ihe  abi- 
lity of  supplying  fbemseives  ?  Will  idlers 
Mrip  and  veork  to  do  it  ?  Will'  gentlemen -t 
»ien'ani8  in  livery,  apd  out  of  livery  do  it  ? 
Wil)  #u)dirrs  'Ji,n<\  Kailors,  pjaceipcti  atid  pen- 
sioners do  ii  ?  If  these,  or  neither  of  mem 
will,  the  labourers  mu»t  5  and  if  tliey  must, 
J  am  at  a  jt».s»  to  disco\vr,  what  thr^  would 
gain  bj^suppr/itu^  itbe  a^^cd  and  inhrm  poor 
as  annuiti.nis  tlnjt.llyey  now  lose  by  supply* 
ing  ihvm  ill  the  Wiirk!H>use.  Jn  either  case, 
fiiey  have  tlhi  fcCiyty  Te\<ard  of  ihetr  Uboor 


by  the  keeper  of  the  workhouse  or  the  te« 
nants  of  it  left  at  liberty,  can  make  no  dift* 
rence  in  their  case;  I  should  therefore  be- 
glad  to'know,  what  is  the  utility  of  this  mij» 
nor  funding  scheme  ?  But,  as  it  has  a  ten- 
dency to  illustrate  the  nature  and  utility 
of  funding  systems  in  gent^al,  I  must  ol>- 
serve,  that  it  appears  to  me,  that  this  alter* 
nate  reformer  of  the  Parliament  and  the  Peo* 
pie,  and  yet  no  reformer  a^  all,  does  not  suf- 
ficiently distinguish  between  real  and  nomii^^ 
tti  ftuids  to  kno  w  what  he  is  about.  Couid 
e  invent  a  fund  that  would  preserve  the  real 
savings  of  labot^r,  that  is  not  money,  but  the 
food  and  raiment,  &c.  which  labour  alone 
creates,  and  i^hich  tlie  labourer  may  be  able 
to  lay  by ;  then,  indeed,  his  funding  scheme 
would  answer  his  expectation.  But,  as  this 
is  naturally  impossible,  as  the  necessaries  re« 
quired  within  tlie  year,  must  generally  bo 
created  within  the  year  by  labour  and  not  by 
motiey,  nominal  funds  are  only  babbles,  which 
make  no  real  provision  for  adversity,  and 
^nrhich  must  ultimately  burst  and  ruin  those 
who  depend  upon  them,  without  doing  any 
good  to  those  who  do  not ;  unless  the  ruined 
dependants  be  added  to  the  fund  of  productive  - 
labour.  From  all  the  views,  then,  which  I  am 
able  to  take  of  his  plan,  I  am  honestly  and 
lioipfejudicediy  compelled  to  cou<iemu  Mr. 
Whitbrea^s  scheme  as  a  crude  and  an  uoA- 
gested  notion,  which  betrays  great  want  of 
knowledge,  aiid  whicli  has  no  other  tended'- 
cy,  than  to  prevent  the  application  of  the  re- 
med/which  belones  to  the  evil,  till  it  is  too 
late  to  apply  it.— Dated  actually  in  the  ceW 

lar,  March  Wih»  18Q7.  C,  S. P.  S.  Hav- 

ing  pointed  out  the  necessity,  as  I  conceive, 
of  increasing  our  number  of  prodiKtive  la- 
bourers, and  of  furnishing  them  with  the 
necessary  subjects  to  labour  upon,  as  the 
first  step  towards  the  amelioration  of  the 
condition  of  the  poor,  it  follows,  as  is  collate- 
ral duty,  that  I  should  also  point  out  the 
mean$ofperj>etuatiiigto  the  labourer,  and 
to  the  state  as  resting  upon  the  basis  of  la* 
l^onrj  the  increase  of  comforts  which  ih* 
adoption  of  my  plan  seems  to-promise-^but, 
as' this  article  is  already  too  long,  I  must  de- 
fer tliis  duty  for  the  present. 

NATIONAL   DEFENCE. 


RIOKT 


.    ^  TO  THE 

UOI^'bliaA^LE   WILLIAM   WrKPBAM. 

.       'leIter  n. 

Sir, — *— As  ever  since  the  writing  of  my 
letter  to  you,  dated  the  30th  of  November,  1 
have  beciiT  absent  fVora  ftiyown  study,  an4 
sliiU  for  some  t^me  longer  coQtihvie  oa  4clr-* 
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de  of  risitiaad  en^^agsmenu,  without  an 
•pporttuuty  of  rdmtng,  e^uxpt  accidentally, 
to  necessary  books,  I  am  UDder  gaeat  disad- 
^^aota^  in  discussing  the  very  important 
quettton  to  our  liberties,  retpecting  a  prfper 
milUary  sysitmfor  oun^Quntrif,    £ut  as.  Sir, 
your  military  opimoiH  and  nieastires  appear 
<o4neto  be  utterly  iocoropatible  with  na- 
tional freedom,  aud  leading  directly  to  the 
entire  subi^eraion  of  the  En^i^i  coD€titttlioi|, 
I  cannot  allow  4uy8clf  to  keep  silence,  and 
idiall  rather  attempt  an  imperfect  oppoaitioii 
<hao  «ouc  at  all.    For  succeeding  i\\  your 
system,  you  iiMVe  not  only  the  advantage  of 
being   a    mttti«(er  in  whom  apparently  is 
ftlaced  a«  inaplicit  cmiiideuca  by  his  col- 
isagfies,  you  have  not  only  the  reputation  of 
yourowa  abflities,  but  you  have,  of  course, 
m  iavour  of  your  sentiments,  a  decided  ma* 
jority  4tt  an  assembly  wheretn  i  never  could 
discova,  since  ihe^nst  modem  underroiniBg 
f)f  the  military  bcanch'of  the  oonstitution  h^ 
Mr.  put  and  Mr.  Dufkl^,  any  thing  in  the 
-smallest  degree  afproaching  to  a  constitu- 
tional view  of  die  subject :  and,  i)esLdes  all 
Ihts,  you  have,  what  never  fails  to  acoonpany 
deep  coiiupcioas  ot^a  goveransent,  aMMdy 
aid  and  support  from  the  voices  und  the  pens 
of  that  vety  numerous  class,  who;dway8  take 
OMre  to  be  of -the  same  opinion  widi  men  in 
power.    Bat,  Sir,  ^th  all  these  advantages 
en  fumr-  sid^  your  case  is  really  so  wesdc, 
that  it  will  ipequiie-  na  great  knowledge  or 
skill  te  expose  your  sj«tem  toithe  disappro- 
bation of  persons- of  sound  judgmert.  who 
rfiall  prefer  truth  and  freedom  to  palpable 
error  and  political  slavery. — I  trust,  Sir,  tliat. 
in  -thus  opposing  yjom  views,  aud  ob^ting 
io  your  measures,  i  shall  not  for  a  moment 
be  suspected  of  ^avoiinog  the  designs  of  that 
remnant  of  the  PiH  and  Dmndas  faction  by 
whom  the  pre«3nt  ministry  is  assailed^  for 
ft  is  only  when  you  shall  reseiftUe  them, 
that  I  shall  bbme  you, ——My  objectimi  to 
yon  in  respect  of  your  political  principisi,  an 
objection.  Sir,  which  possibly  it  may  not  be 
fn  your  power  to  remove,  is  this,  that  you  do  ^ 
notj  as  i  conceive,  admit  ,as  the  ground-worl^  i 
ef  just  government,  tliejexistence  ^f  hun^n 
rights,  and  are  porsnaded  that  all  govern- 
ment ought  to  depend  upon  the  mere  judg- 
ment and  opinion  of  learned  and  sagacious 
men;  that-covsriTunoKs^re  so  far  con- 
venient contrivances,  that  ihey  amuse  a  peo- 
ple, and  serve  to  keep  theos  sn  eobjection ; 
but  may  be  dispensed  wkh  iby  die  rulers 
themselves,  when  tliev  .cenceive  sucii  dis- 
pensing to  be  expedient;  whereiore  such 
coVsTiTtfTia2is  as  aiB  umvriUen  .are  the 
J)^t|  as  they  give  full  scupe  to  jperpetual 


disputation,  which  is  highly  favourable  totlie 
exercise,  to  u^  tlie  words  ^f  JVIr.  Burba,  of 
the  *'  cndl  discretion'  of  prof<^uRd  statesnieu 
and  men  >of  genius.     Lf,  Sir,  in  thei»e  opi- 
nions {  wrong  yoii,  it  as  umntetitiomilly,  aud 
I  shall  be  extremely  hap|>y  to  acknowledge 
my  mistake  the  moment  I  perceive  my  er- 
ror.    1  have li€wev£r,  judged  it  best  for  the 
tmhlic  'intecest,  plainly  to  ripeak  my  though; 4,' 
if,  indeed,  yourm'md  aud  understanding  be 
so  xx^nstituted  as  1  have  judged,  then  in  vain, 
indeed  snust  it  be  to  hold  tip  to  you  the 
EngUahcojTstituti«n,  as  a  nile  to  you  of  right 
conduct;  for  in  the  wry  measures  which  ac- 
<Dording  t^  the  general  appreliension  should 
be  flagnmt:  imd  gross  ^^iolations  of  it,  yob 
might,  agreeebly  to  your  own  ideas  of  jjoliti- 
gA  morality,  be  conscientiously  acting  upoi 
principle  as  an  honest  man.     l£  theaatioik 
coBceiK;e  they  hold  their  ronstitation,  not  on 
the  tenure  of  court  expediency,  of  of  the 
"  'civil  discretion**  of  naen  of  genius,  but  ou 
the  «olid  foundation  of  huuian  rights,  theu 
it  is  for  them  to  coi>^ider,  M'befher  a  mau 
who  holds  the  opposite  ^^entimeJ)t,  and  acts 
upon  the  contrary  principle,  ^ii  a  ^t  person  to 
administer  any  part  of  <heir  government.    In 
my  view,  it  w^M  be  oh  iucongistent  for  tl 
nation,  claiming  Uberuy  ns  a  .rj^;  ht,  to  be 
governed  by  a  minister  in  whose CKed  i^u- 
msn  rigliM  were  not  acknowledged,  as  ibr  a 
^risti^  comnsuipiy  to  bnve  for  ^U  oBi- 
ciating  minister  a  jnahomedan  or  a  pagan. 
Such  mahomiedan  or  such  pagan  might  oe  a 
man  of  genius,  .of  experience  and  intt^iy^, 
but  he  could  not  be  a  proper  mini.ster  fgr  a 
christian  community.     Tbuit  ihe  notions  «^ 
oii'il  .discretion  betra^^ed  a  late  learned  and 
sag^fious  orator  into  the  wildest  inconsisten- 
cies in  arguoaent  and  conduct,   migbjt  be 
easily  proved  *.;  and  wl)euei;er  Mr.  if^ifiU* 
ham  sliall  not  conde<iceiid  to  take  the  Kkg^ 
L^SB  oovsTiTUTioir  iwd  the  frinciples  of 
CIV4L  GovxRKMBNT  foT  his  guides,  he  must 
nqt  hope  to  escape  a  like  censure,    Mr^ 
CoUfit,  ijtdeed.  Sir,  tells  us  you  are  a  sin- 
cere friend  to  the  true  liberti^  of  your  coun-   • 
try^  hui  Ulertjf,  among  tbe  as^rtem  to  iu 
idl  extent  of  the  doctrine  of  *'  eivjl  disci«» 
tion**is  aword  asn^uch  wii^QuXaxiieaning,. 
as  that  ol'  re/lghn  amonsr  athcit>t&     Now,  9s 
\  am  acGAutomed  to  |ju(%e  of  a  ire^  onj^*:  by 
its  fruiv,  i  mnst,  doubt  the  fact  of  your  being, 
a  friend  tq  the;  Meriies  of  your  country  -,  and 
must  ^lU^tH^  to  doubt  until  1  slviU  see  |Jn: 
masiifest9tieuvQf  that  fuci,  in  your  ackiiow- 
let^ement^  of  those  principles,  civil  and  mili- 
tary, of  tlie  English  constitution,  on  wliidi 
our  political  liberty  depends ;  but,  to  confess 
the  uulh^  1  cannot  but  5U'<j[>eel  ilwt,  eqiujlly 
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with  your  departed  friend,  you  "  hate  the 
very  sound"  of  all  such  aj:stract. principles,, 
which,  according  to  my  recollection,  he  was 
pleased  to  rtiisreprcstnt,  by  miscalling  them 
'*  metaphysical  distinctions,'*  and  thereby 
artfully  avoided  giving  those  pledges  for 
constitutional  conduct  which  must  have  re^ 
suited  from  the  admission  of  those  principles 
of  the  constitution.  As,  however,  tiie  law 
would  be  a  juggle,  and  the  constitution  a 
cheat,  unless  they  rested  on  princifilcs,  so 
their  principles  will  ever  command  my  re- 
spect and  attachment.  Without  guarding 
them  at  present  against  petty  cavil,  itmiy  be 
concisely  affirmed,  that  political  lilerty  is 
only  enjoyed  by  lliose  wlio  make  their  own 
laws,  and  who  moreover  are  at' all  times  sys^ 
temaiically  armed  arid  trained  to  war. in  their 
defence.  According  to  this  concise  defini'' 
tion,  before  we  can  allow  you  to  be  a  friend 
to  the  real  liberties  of  your  countiy,  we,mtist 
know  you  to  be  an  advocate  for  a  substantial 
reform  in  the  representation  of  the  people 
in  parliament,  and  for  such  an  arms-bearing 
of  die  Ensflish  nation  as  necessarily  results 
from  those  principles  of  our  common  law 
which  relate  to  the  posse  comitatus  or 
original  militia,  and  which  have  been  so  lu- 
cidly unfolded  by  Sir  William  Jones.  Thesp, 
Sir,  are  the  essentials,  the  fundamenUls,  ci- 
vil and  military  of  our  constitution.  With 
these  in  our  possession  and  enjoyment,  'all 
else  must  be  safe  j  without  these,  nothing  is 
or  can  be  secure.  -Observe,  Sir;  that,  al- 
'  though  I  am  not  so  licentious  as  to  tamper 
with  the  principles  of  political  liberty  which 
it  has  pleased  the  Deity  to  make  part  of  the 
law  of  nature,  I  am  not  contending  for  these 
principles  being  adopted  and  acted  upon  Xo 
the  utmost  extent  of  ideal  possibility.  I  have 
had  student  experience  of  the  tlamour  of 
the  selfish  and  the  silly  not  unnecessarily  to 
S^t  them  in  full  cry.  Give  us  but,  with  ho- 
nesty and  sincerity,  with  a  genuine  love  of 
liberty,  and  with  an  admiration  of  what  is 
great  and  good  in  the  science  of  government, 
the^id  substance  of  these  securities  for  our 

liberties,  and  I  shall  be  content; With 

respect.  Sir,  to  your  present  ideas  on  x\\t  ci- 
1)17  branch  of  our  constitution,  I  shall  not 
now  make  any  inquiries,  but  confine  myself 
to  your  military  notions.  These  can  only 
be  gathered  from  your  parliartientary  speech- 
m  and  legislative  measures.    On  your  elTor, 

♦  For  a  specirhen  see  Tub  State  of  the 
Nation,  by  J.  C.  published  by  Jones.  See 
also  an  appeal,  civ,  and  mil.  on  Eng.  Oonst. 
Index,  ^d  a  letter  to  Edni.  Burke,  Esq. 
published  by  Wilkie  1 775. 


as  I  esteem  it,  in  labouring  to  establish  a 
standing  army  in  ^he  bigbefet  degree  danger** 
ous  to  our  liberties,  I  have.  Sir,  in  general 
terms  in  my  .letter  above  referred  to,  alce^dy  . 
passed  my  judgment.  Perhaps,  Sir,  when 
you  shall  have  completed  a  standing  army 
according  to  your  ideas  of  the  necessities  of 
the  state,  and  the  right  conduct  of  the  war,- 
you  tlien  intend  to  proceed  more  agrecabl)^ 
to  the  principles  of  the  constitution  than  hi" 
.th^rto.  Should  this  however  be  tbe  case,  £ 
shall  still  think  you  err.  You  may  furnish 
I  he  instrument  of  our  destruction  j  you  may 
then  be  removed  from  your  office,  or  you 
may  die,  and  otliers  may  use  it  to  subvert  our 
liberties.  But,  it  is  not  the  ill  use  that  may 
be  made  of  an.  immense  unbalanced  standing 
array,  but  its  existence,  that  is  the  proof  of 
Jiberty  having  been  lost,  ^nd  despotism  eeta* 
Wished.  As  I  cannot  approve  ol  the  esta- 
blishment of  .despotism  as  a  prelude  to  the 
security  of  our  liberties,  so  at  all  events  I 
must  hold  you  to  have  begun  at  the  wrong 
end  of  your  work  in  reforming  our  military 
systvfm.  I  believe  also  you  are  as  wrong  ii% 
policy  as  in  principle ;  and  as  I  can  refer  you 
for  the  grounds  of  this  opinion  to  England^s 
^/^Bgis,  where  I  think  it  must  bje  seen  that 
when  we  shall  once  again  become  by  the 
revival  of  the  military  branch  of  the  coniti- 
tution,  a  martial  nation,  with  never  less  than 
tweluf  hundred  thousand  of  the  civil  state  in 
aiTOs,  the  regular  army  must  always  0fer* 
flow  with  recruits^whether  bo  unties  should 
be  given  or  not,  I  must  needs  think  such  a 
revival  of  our  martial  energies  ought  to  have 
been  your  first  measure,  -  and  the  foundatioi) 
of  your  whole  system.  1  do, not  so  mucli 
meian  first  in  time  as  in  principle,  for  both 
parts  of  the  system  might  have  gone  on  hand 
in  hand  together,  as  you  have  contrived  with 
respect  to  the  two  parts  of  your  own  sy&te.ni).: 
— In  taking  a  correct  view  of  a  proper  mUi' 
tary  system  /«r  our  countrtj,  I  am  in  no  feat 
of  censure  from  any  one  who.  is  a  constiiu-t 
tional  statesman  as  well  as  a  soldier,  wjien  I 
divide  the  necessary  force  \x\io  defensive  sl\^ 
offensive,  or  into  domestic,  and  fore^,  as  tbe 
case  may  be.  For  defensive  purposes,  .wo 
should  deserve  to  be  conquered  if  our  ciyi^ 
,  state  in  arms  could  not  alone  set.  at  defia^ 
all  the  legions  of  France  »ud  her  allies.  Vci 
offensive  purposes,  or  for  defending  the  do^ 
minions  of  an  ally,  tHe  regular  army  is  ou? 
proper  weapon.  For  all  domestic:' sttvicmf 
such  as  preserving  the  peace,  putting  down 
insurrection,  or  quelling  rebellion,  3ieci>'il 
'state  in  arras  is  the  only  proper. support  of 
the  govemmept  and  asserter  of  the  autho- 
rity of  the  laws :  iil  foreign  services^  mch  ^ 
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forming  garrisons,  arid  protecting  our  dis- 
tant poisesifOBSj  whether  iii  war  or  in  peace, 
bdong  of  conrse  to  the  regular  army.   Thes'^ 
principles  laid  down,  we  have  a  nde  for  def- 
termining  what  §haU  be  the  strength  of  th^ 
armjr.     It  ought  to  be  sach  as,  in  the  jnd^- 
ment  of  u  parliament  in  which  the  people 
should  have  a  fair,  fall,  and  substantial  rd- 
presentatiim,  should  be  suflkien*  for  liberal- 
ly furnishing  the  demands  of  offensive  war 
and  ail  other  foreign  services,  and  not  one 
man  more.    The  necessary  rotation  and  re- 
serve would  always  keep  at  home  a  consider- 
able force,'  which  in  my  judgment  should 
form  the  garrisons  of  Portsmouth,  Plymouth, 
&c.  and  from  thence  disseminate  their  re- 
cniiting  payii^s  over  the  island.    As  an  ex- 
ception to  the  general  reasoning  on  a  mili- 
tar>'  distribution,  I  admit  that  the  permanent 
artillery  establishment  ought  to  have  a  suit- 
able augmentation,  for  supplying  the  armed 
population  with   gunners*.      In    no   case 
whatever  ought  the  military  state,  or  stand- 
ing army,  to  presume  to  interfere  in  keeping 
the  peace,  or  otlierwise  to  act  in  support  of 
the  civil  magistrate,  who,  with  a  civil  state 
IB  arms  that  might  set  at  defiance  all  the  le- 
gions of  Fr^ce  and  her  allies,  could  not  pos- 
sibly need  «nch  assistance.     Whatever  ma) 
be  forms  and  appearances,  that  government 
whose  ultimate  resort,  for  the  execution  of 
.  the  law  isin  a'standingarmy,  is  a  milUarft 
gmfefitmenf>^  A  milUaiy  government  is  des- 
p<^sm:     Were  our  constitution  then  fully 
restored  to  vigour,  tlie  magistrate  who  should 
so  far  betray  his  trust,  as  to  profane  the  lawsi 
bjr calling  upon  a  mercenary  soldiery  to  carry 
them  into  execution,  would  be  guilty  of  a 
crime  of  no  small  magnitude,  and  would 
merit  a  punishment  of  the  utmost  severity. — 
If  then  it  be  part  of  the  definition  of  politi- 
cal libert}',  that  ihe^p^ple  must  at  all  times 
h€  systematically  armed  and  trained  to  war 
in  defence  of  their  laws,  we  find  that  the  Eng- 
lish constitution,  by  which  such  arming  and 
snch  training  is  prescribed,  is*  in  perfect  uni- 
son with  poKtical  liberty  t-    To  those  who 
wish  to  trace  to  its  source  the  treacherous 
oenlect  of  this  arms-bearing  and  the  first  in- 
troduction of  a  standing  army,  I  shall  re<?om- 
flftend  an  adioirable  discmrse  on  the  establish-' 
mmt  of  ^.national  and  constitutional  force, 
written  in  1757  by  Mr.  Jenkinson,  now  Earl 
oilAVerpool ;  and  those  who  would  compare 
the  sterling  military  energies  of  the  constitu- 
tion with  contemptible   counterfeits,    may 

*  Appeal,  civ.  aud  mil.  on  Eng.  Con. 
J72. 
'.  4  See  England's  JE^s.    Indei. 
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compare  Sir  JFilliam.  Jones's  Iir^t^lry  into 
the  legal  Means    of  suppressing  Riots,  as 
well  as  England^ s  JEgis,  with  the  succcbsive 
statutes  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Dundas,  Mr, 
Addinpton  and  Mr.  Yo^ke,  Lord  Grenvill^ 
and   the  gentleman  to  whom  this  letter  i* 
addressed  3  for  their  systems  of  yeomanry, 
of  volunteers,  and  of  non-descripts  of  tli^ 
civil  state,  whom  they  have  severally  selected 
for  being  trained  to  arms.     In  direct  coot 
tempt  of  the  constitution,   and  in  as  direct 
hostility  to  the  national  liberty,  the  military- 
systems  of  all  alike  have  consisted  in  buikfing 
up  an   immense  standing  army  as  a  perma* 
nent  force ;  and  in  rendering  all  arming  of 
the  people  only  temporary ;  a  mere  provi- 
sional'  force,  at  the  discretion  of  the  crown ^ 
Although,  Sir,  those  statutes  of  your  prede- 
cessors were  by  express  words  only  in  foi'oe  ' 
respectively  Tor  the  then  "  present  war,'*  or 
"  present  hoatilities,'*  and  so  forth,  while 
your  ovm  Training  Act,  46  Geo.  3,  c.  gO* 
has  no  limitation  of  time  for  its  continuance, 
yet  as  apportioning  men  to  be  trained,  §  4  if 
not  made  6hljgafory  upon,  but  only  "  lawful 
for,  hk6  Majesty  ;**  the  only  real  difference  in 
the  two  cases  is,  that  after  the  last  mentioned 
statute  shall  at  t!ie  discretion  of  the  cro  \vn 
have  ceased  to  operate,  by  the  same  discrer 
tion  it  may  again' be  revived  at  pleasure ;  and 
at  all  times  the  number  of  men  within  ttte 
limit  of  200,000,  to  be  trained  to  arms  i» 
li^^e^;V?se  wholly  in  the  cr6\\n*s   discreiiott^ 
When  we  reflect  that,  by  an  eternal  law  of 
nature,  arms- bearing  must  ever  be  the  dis- 
tinction  between   freemen'   and   slaves,    it 
ought  to  surprise  us  that,   when  Englisu 
ministers  have  seen  the  necessity  pf  a  na? 
tional  arming,   for  preserving  our  existence 
as  a  people  amidst  the  downfall  of  states  and 
kingdoms,  they  should  still  in  all  that  relates 
to  the  arming  of  Englishman,'  act  with  a« 
much  jealousy  and  distrust  as  when  they  ^Tta 
the   negroes   of   Jamaica ;    but, '  such  has 
from  first  to  last  been  the  fact  j  and,  perhaps. 
Sir,  you  will  feel  it  as  the  strongest  satire  oa 
your  own  Training  Bill,  that  it  is  a  twin  bra» 
ther  of  most  correct  resemblance,  the  very 
counterpart  of  a  new  system  just  introduced 
under  that  among  the  European  goveromenta 
vtrhfch  is  the  most  barbarous  and  the  most 
despotic,  meaning  the  government  of  Russia. 
You  must.  Sir,  be  in  possession  of  tht 
Russian  state  paper  which  appeared  in  the 
Courier  newspaper  on  the  29th  ult.  undec 
the  title  there  given  it  of  a  Manifesto^     A« 
the  parts  of  it  to  which  I  allude  are  of  im» 
portance  in  the  present  discussion,  1  must 
quote  them  at  some  length. -^Aftcr  certain 
recitals  respecting  th^  state  of  Europe,  iim 
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fudden  *'  downfal.of  Pmssia,**  aiid  the  me* 
naces  of  **  an  hostile  invasion**  of  Rtusia 
itielf,  his  Imperial  Majesty  proceeds,—-''  At 
•'  the  comsnencefnent  of  this  inevitable  war, 
''  the  wh^le  burthen  of  wluch,  after  the  to- 
*'  taloverthrpw  of  our  allies,  devolves  apott 
*'  9ur  country,  we  consider  it  our  Erst  ciuty 
*'  to  redouble  our  unceasing  efbrts  for  the 
•'  preser?atioxi  of  the  tranquillity  and  inte- 
**  gritj  of  our  empire,  by  augmenting  and 
**  collecting  the  armed  force  nf  ajoithful, 
^'  krave,  and  magnanimous  people,  entrusted 
^  to  our  administration  by  Almi^ty  Provt* 
**  dence.  Thfe  niisenes  which  have  so  ra- 
''  pidly  overtaken  the  neighhourhig  powers, 
**  evmces  the  necessity  of  locoorse  to  un- 
^  usual  means,  to  great  and  vigorous  mea- 
"  wires,  which  can  only  be^srried  intoef- 
*'  £sct  by  a  sealous  attachment  to  our  coun^ 
**  try,  by  a  «aanly  firmness  of  spirit,  and  a 
*'  true  sense  of  national  honour,  A  people 
•*  realljr  inspired  and  actuated  by  sentiments 
"  of  that  description,  arming  in  a  body, 
'*  may  raise  an  insurmountable  rampart 
^'  against  every  hostile  attack,  however  for" 
*'  midable.  Neglect  in  providlz%  for  then- 
*'  internal  security,  by  such  general  arma- 
*'  ments,  burins  thb  fkvsbnt  covtbst 
''  ^i^itli  Franceg  in  opposition  to  her  system 
*'  of  plunder  and  rapine,  has  been  attended 
**  with  the  m%U  pernicious  consepiemces  to 
'^  duMtria,  and  Aot  a  litlfo  contributed  td 
**  the  downfal  of  Prussia,     TusJit  'Patb 

^'  WAS  DSTBRMINED  BY  TUB  I/09S  t>>  A 
*'  FBW  BATTLES  $  AjnTCB  WHICH  THB  EKB«> 
*'  MY  MBBTIKO  NO  OBSTACLB,  AltDt>XBAI>- 
*•   I5CG  KO    OPPOSITION   FROM  AN  UHAHMBO 

•'  ropvLACB,  suddenly  forced  his  w«y 
'^  dirougjh  the  interior  provinces,  spread  de- 
''  vaitatlon  iind  terror  by  his  rapid  andvio* 
•*  lent  depredations,  destroyed  the  acattered 
*'  remains  of  a  routed  army,  and  BprBCTBl» 

'*   A    TOTAL    OVBRTBROW     OF     TMBIJl   EM- 

*'  piRBs/*  Agatn:  "The  evident  danger 
**  that  would  mse  incase  (which God  for- 
*'  bid  should  ever  happen)  the  enemy  osight 
*'  penetrate  into  the  intedor  x)f  our  empire, 
^  compel  us  to  <idopt  the  most  eflk»tieua 
^'  measures  to  aver  it,  by  the  establishmeoi  < 
*'  of  a  general  TJBMi'ORARr  armament  or 
''  mifitia,  which  may  be  ready  in  all  quar» 
*'  ters  and  at  a  moment's  not«se>  tp  support 
^'  ike  regular  tnfope^  and  able  to  oppose  tf 
**  the  eneror  $t  every  step  the  iuvindb)0 
*-  ihrce  of  the  true  sons  of  their  country^ 
''  united  for  the  prescrv^lion  of  if^rmost 
*'  viduafh  enJQyment4"  And,  again: 
*'  The  innumen^  proofs  of  ptriotism  and 
"  of  loyalty  displayed  in  apeient  and  mo- 
^  derD  times  bvthe  nobility  of  Russia,  &c. 
^'  eoavince  us  how  eordiaUy,  zcslm4y,  uni 
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'^  efficaciously,  it  will  co-operaie  with  us^ 
''  for  the  speedy  and  iuccessfiil  completion 
''  of  such  A  PROVISIONAL  arraameBt  or  mi- 
"  litia,  as  is  indispensibly  required,  and 
''  now  ordained  for  public  aecortty,  aceord- 
*'  kig  to  the  Regulations  annexed  hereta 
'*  We  are  likewise  well  assured,  that  oor 
'*  foithful  corporations,  and  every  class  of 
''  citizens,  as  wdl  as  the  crown  peasants, 
*'  and  freeboors  through  the  cxMUBtry,  will 
*'  unite  their  efforts  to  bear  the  common 
'*  burthen  of  this  important  public  duty  for 
^  the  defoace  of  oor  bdy  taicfa,  and  for  in- 
"  di^duai  preservation.**  ^  the  regulations 
referred  to,  ipe  leant  that  612,000  of  the 
population  were  to  be  imaiediately  amed,  i» 
seven  divwions;  but,  aocording  to  thege^ 
auine  counselr  of  despotism,  they  were  to 
continue  vo  lonocr  than  the  presbvp 
DAVOBR  ExisTBD.—Hese  then.  Sir,  COB* 
sidering  this  as  a  primary  essay  of  an  arbi» 
trary  sovereign  towards  the  defence  of  a 
country  upon  right  principles,  do  we  bthoM 
the  forst  ray  of -real  wisdom  which  has  beam- 
ed upon  the  contineot^^  resisting  the  iwa* 
sions  rf  Napoleon,  It  is,  indeed,  but  a  slight 
and  solitary  ray,  and  of  foeUe  lustre,  but  stilt 
as  it  has  its  source  in  wisdom  as  weU^as  in 
necessity,  and  is  the  practical  adcnowle(%»* 
mentof  a  great  frmce  that  tfaedefonce  oft 
pouotry  cannot  aways  be  eoii6ded  to  a  br-' 
^ULA^  ASMTalooe,  it  is  insMRtive.  VlSii 
only  sound  t>rinctple  of  defendang  a  sUte  1^ 
THE  PBOPLS  IN  ARMS,  if  indeed  htstoricaUf 
as  old  as  the  commonwealth  of  Israel;  and 
the  utter  insuAdeftcy  of  bbovlar  abmibi 
te  that  end  is  now  to  completely  rivetted  ib 
the  conviotion  of  reasoning  men,  tkatirom 
henceforth  the  old  aud  true  system  most  gsda 
ground.  QargreatnBrtherBallyha8now,to 
.  a  certain  degree,  anticipated  the  counsd 
wlHch«  a  fortnight  before  his  oianifesto 
came  to  my  knowledge,  I  had  recomsieoded 
for  adoption  in  my  letter  of  the  13th  uk.  to 
Lord  Howiek;  namdy,  that  not  ^  Englisb 
guiaea  should  be  given  for  bringing  into  the 
lield  mercenary  armies,  unless  for  every  A»»- 
dred  mercenary  soldicnrs  of  our  allies,  cam 
were  taken  to  see  a  tkousamd  of  their  en-' 
slaved  peasants  armed  and  trained  to  defen* 
sive  war.  If  there  be  any  sincerity  or  merit 
ittour  professions  of  antiety  for  **  the  deli-' 
veraaceof  Europe,'"  it  must  have  for  objects' 
foeedom  and  happiness  anaoog  tlie  (leople,  as 
w^l  as  integrity  of  dominioa  and  balance  of' 
power  among  the  princes.  Three  yearfr 
prior  to  '*  the  downfal  of  PftUsia;*  and  t^o 
years  anterior  to  the  humiliation  of  jiustria^ 
I  had  likewise  advised  the  prii^ees  of  Gr-'' 
many,  as  their  only  security  against  Frewd^ 
invasion,  to  "  miAc- allies  of  their  peofk/* 
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hj  givtog  them  freedom  and  arms  ifby  which 
meant,  when  adopted,  political  light  and  li- 
ber^ muse  progressively  bless  the  wh6le 
coDtinent.  Thus,  Sir,  as  the  afflicting  dis- 
pensations  6€  Providence  are  for  ever  leach* 
iDg  us,  good  might  be  extracted  from  evii, 
and  the  French  revolution  mieht  yet  benefit 
tlie  human  raice.  But,  if  the  princes  and 
•overeigns  of  whom  France  is  the  scourge, 
'Will  abate  nothing  of  their  own  tyrannical 
maxira^of  government  towards  their  miser- 
able subjects,  what  friend  to  the  human  impe- 
des will  pity  them  when  hurled  from  their 
thrones. — r^  Before  I  take  leave  of  the  Rus- 
fiaa  Manife^tOj  give  me  leave  to  remark  that 
this  state  paper  issuing  from  a  divan  of  des- 
potism, ought  to  smite  the  consciences,  and 
to  crimson  the  cheeks  of  certain  persons  in  a 
certain  country,  claiiping  to  be  a  land  of  li- 
berty, and  whose  acts  of  government  ought . 
to  issue  from  a  cot^enioi 'Cabinet  and  a  con* 

Sial  legislature.  Do  we  uot^  in  the  Maai- 
o  behold  a  lord  pf  semi  •  barbarians, — a 
proprietor  of  human  cattle  in  the  lowest 
form  of  ignorance  and  slavery, — a  potentate 
whoae  wiU  is  law;  and  whose  mere  displea- 
sure can  at  any  moment  assign  to  the  best 
man  in  hta  dominions  a  dudgeon,  Siberian 
inis^,  or  death,  overtaking  in  the  race  of 
justice  at  the  vtry  first  step,  that  king  whose 
auoister$  are  th^  druste^  and  administraKurs 
of  ihefirm  gmaJMnent  and-  cmisiitutkm'  »/- 
Jtnglartd,  wbes^  be  it  for  the  hundredth 
time  by  me  r%^peated— it  is  the  perpetual,  le- 
g^,  constitutional,  and  indispensible  obliga- 
tion of  every  man  ta.be,  armed  according  to 
his  pecun^ry  mean^;  and  where  it  is  equal- 
ly the  pvpetual  obligation  and  duty  of  par- 
liament aud  of  every  minister  of  state,  to  en- 
force the  performance  of  that  ^lecessary  ser- 
vice for  the  peace,  order,  traaquilllty  and 
safety  of  the  state,  and  vigilantly  to  prevent 
its  nef^te^or  reiaxatioq  If  The  Cxar  of  tlie 
Muscovites,  by  the  disasters  which  betel  his 
iwo  partners  in  the  sjioil  oi  partitioned  Po- 
land,  discovers,  tliat  when  **  a  popula' 
**  lion  is  an  unresisUng  medium ^'^  great 
kingdoms  and  empires  are  overtjirpwn  at  a 
blow,  and,  beginning  totremble.fw  his  own 
rrown,  he  issues  a  humble  and  most  flatter- 
ing  manifesto  to  his  nobility,  and  to  a  nation 
lioubjy  enslaved,  that  is,  enslaved  to  them 
and  to  him,  courting  them  to  an  arms-bear- 
ing—but  aOer  what  manner }  and  for  what 
object?  \Vhy>  as  "  a  tempoaary,  ,  a 
^  pioTisioNAL  amament^  during  tub 
♦'  PRBS  BNT  coNXWT,"  ioT  what  he  Is  pleased 

'  ^  £iH;tand*s  .£gis.    Preliminuy  Address 
to  t^  \^unteer». 
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to  call  "  the  tranquillity  and  integrity  of  his 
"  empire."  That  indeed  is  his  personal  ob- 
ject }  but  in  respect  of  tlie  people,  his  real 
ohiect  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  that  thej 
gbhjl  take  up  arms  to  presence— what?— 
v/\^  Jkeir  present  hereditary  slavery  to  thai 
nobility  and  thai  Czar!  For,  the  very  mo- 
ment their  courage  and  their  virtues  shall 
have  freed  iiirn,  at  the  expense  pferhaps  of 
many  thousands  of  their  lives,  from  the  oread 
of  being  hurled  fron  his  throne,  they — hia 
'*  faithful,  bretve,  a?id  magnanimous  peo^ 
"  i/r,"-^— are,  in  the  terms  of  this  very  ma- 
nifesto, to  b^  again  disarmed  and  replaced 
in  the  r  bestial  degradation ;  and  for  diis 
forsooth  it  is,that,  *'  by  ti  manly  firmness  of 
''  spirit,  and  a  true  sense  of  national  /mk 
"  nour,**  they  are  to  be  *'  united,"  and  to 
expose  their  lives  in  the  field  of  battle !  ■  ■. 
But,  I  ask,— -Had  any  of  the  ministers  of  aa 
English  king,  had  Mr.  Pitt,  or  Mr.  Dun- 
das  *,  bad  Mr.  Addington  \  or  Mr.  Yorke^ 
in  their  several  systems  of  national  defence 
by  the  armed  population  gone  one  inch  far- 
ther than  this  Czar  of  the  Muscovites  ?  Has 
Lord  Grefiville,  or  have  you,  Mr.  Windham^ 
gone-  one  inch  farther,  rtini|  "  aTBirroRA- 
*'  EY,   a  PAOvisioNAL  armament,  during 

"  THE  PRESENT  CONTEST,'*  liftc  this  of  the 

Autocrat  of  all  the  Russios  ?  i^or  every  one 
ot  ye,  r  answer  no^  Have^any  one  ot  ye  in 
yMf  defensive  systasts  takeii  ibr  yooafyMe 
iieconUiiMiion  of  your  country,  whk:h pro- 
vides for  the  nation's  defence  the  best  and 
grandest  systeip,  of  arming  tliat  evor  legislst- 
tor  or^^varrioc  fcamec^?  No.  Having  had 
that  con^iJEution  iorced  upon  your  attention^ 
ha*a^y  one  of  ye  ever  uttcreda  single  argu- 
ment either  to  prove  that  it  do  not  conta'm  a 
defensive  svstem  of  arms-bearing,  ^r  that  that 
system  for  its  military  excellence  does  no^  me- 
rit the  encomiums  I  have  so  oft  bestowed  npn 
on  it?  No.  When  we  see.  all  succeeding  mi- 
nisters intheir  pretended  plansdor  national  de- 
fence unifdrmly  as  obstinately  shutting  their 
eyes  to  the  inimitable  wisdom  of  the  consti^ 
tut'wn,  and,  contrary  to  rlieir  obvious  duty, 
rejectmg  its  admirable  provisions  for  secu- 
ring^ the  peape^he.tranquillity  and  the  safety 
of  the*  state/,  while  they  cfSkr  u&ntf  ^better 
sdtHtttotoftlhan  we  have  ^een  is  to  be  found 
nnder  ''the  most  rigorous  despotism  in  Rat* 
ro/b^,— while  even  these  vile  substitutes  are 
mere  phantom*  which  they  o^n  annihilate 
at  a  breath — And  while  at  the  lame  time  we' 
i»ee  them,  (yei>  with  Olympic  ene;^,  con* 
tejidingwith  every  despotic  competjtbr  for' 
s^iperioniy  in  a  standing  army,  dull  indeed 
must  be  those  intellects  wlilch  do  not  dtoc6* 


Lord  •^lli^lviUp.     •  f  Lord  Stdmooth« 
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\cer  th^BT  drift !  If  our  statesmen  really  tliink 
aw  arbitrar)',  better  for  us  than  a  limited,  go- 
xiernment>  it  would  be  but  fair  they  should 
hj  before  us  specimens  of  what  it  is,  that 
we  might  make  our  choice.  Two  specimens 
cf  Russian  government  occur  to  me  at  this 
moment.  One  is  as  folk^ws  :  an  English 
gentleman  told  me  that,  while  he  was  le- 
•iding  at  Si.  Peters  burgh  a  man  of  property 
#nd  of  some  consideration  in  the  coufitry, 
yas  ordered,  by  an  officer  of  the  government 
■whom  he  met  in  the  street,  to  accompany 
Kim  whither  he  was  going.  He  was  con- 
^cled  into  an  inclosed  yard  where  stood  a 
obin  upon  wheels.  Into  this  carriage  ;the 
gentleman  was  instantly  locked,  horses  were 
put  to,  and  a  journey  commenced.  Receiv- 
ing light  only  from  a  small  aperture  in  tlie. 
loof,  tlie  imprisoned  man  knew  not  what 
load  bis  conductors  pursued,  but  after  travel- 
ing some  weeks,  he  was  bid  to  come  out 
and  was  led  into  the  habitation  of  a  ?tern 
<>ld  maa,  to  whom  a  letter  at  the  same  time 
"Vas  delivered.  The  reader  alternately  pe- 
fused  his  letter,  and  the  countenance  and  fi- 
gure of  his  prisoner  3  when,  turning  to  his 
conductor,  he  cried,  *  This  is  not  the  man  : 
take  him  back.*  He  accordingly  resumed 
Jhi»  place  ii:  the  travelling  cabin  imme* 
dbtc3y,  aHcl  after  being  reconveyed  to  5/. 
PV/ers^i/r^/i  agaip,  ivas  set  down  where  he 
Jbad  been  originally  taken  up,  and  bid  to  go 
^>om  his^  business.  He  did  so)  but  without 
daring  to  ask  why  he  had  been  so  treated. — 
hH  to  this  iori  of  government,  the  advocates 
^tr  an  immense  unbalanced  standing  army 
want  to  tonduct  us  ? — ^The  foregoing  anec* 
ilote  I  address  to  the  men  of  Englaiid,  fAy 
Other  I  address  to  the  women.  It  comes  to 
mc  through  an  English  gentleman  who  has 
bad  considerable  intercourse  with  the  Rus- 
MIX  military.  A  Muscovite  prince  becomes 
the  admirer  of  a  beautiful  woman  of  Moscow 
and  declares  his  passion.  As  the  only  ho- 
notur  intended  the  fair  one  is  that  of  being  a 
Dsistress,  his  addresses  are  rejected.  Court- 
•hip  failing,  menace  ensues  5  and  menace 
6iUng,  disappointed  lust  gives  place  to  infer- 
nal revopge.  A  party  of  regular,  well-dis^ 
ciplined  soldiers — the  ultimate  'instrument 
«ver  uppermost  in  the  despotic  mind — are 
uow  introduced,  and  in  a  brutal  contenoptof 
the  tears, .  the  supplications,  the  shrieks  and 
agonies  of  beauty  and  virtue,  a  succession  of 
rapes  by  these  savages  is  the  punishment  in- 
flicted, on  the  offending  female — a  punish- 
ment txirniinatiug  in  her  death.  Is  it,  I  again 
ask,  to  thi*  sort  ^'government  the  advocates 
Jor  an  immense  unbalanced  standing  army 
want  to  conduct  us  9  Is  it  to  such  treatment 
Mr^  Wtndhan^   wu^ld    expose   his   lovely 


'  countrywomen  ?  Verily,  verily,  such  are  the 
fruits  of  despotism  ;  as  despotism  itself  miist, 
Sir,  be  the  fruit  of  such  an  immense  unba- 
lanced standing  army  as  you  are  labouring  to 
establish  and  render  permanent !  The  only 
possible  prevention  of  such  a  despQtism  is, 
that  such  standing  army^  by  an  honest  resort 
to  the  military  energies  of  the  English  con- 
stitution, shall  be  effectually  counterbalanced 
by  the  people  in  arms,  systematically  organ- 
ized under  laws  indued  with  a  self-enforcing 
principle,  and  that  people  habitually  trained 
to  war  in  self-defence.  But,  Sir,  your 
Training  Bill  is  complete  evidence  to  prove, 
that  you  are  as  watchful  and  assiduous  in  pre- 
venting a  resort  to  the  energies  of  the  coa- 
stitution  to  preserve  our  liberties,  as  you  are 
in  building  up  a  standing  army  to  subvert 
them.  But  >  had  nearly  forgotten  to  men- 
tion in  what  way  a  Russian  prince  is  ame- 
nable for  such  conduct  as  aboVe  related.  He 
might,  had  his  sovereign  pleased,  haw  had 
bis  head  struck  off  without  trial  or  ceremo- 
ny }  but  in  this  case  he  was  reprimanded. 
From  such  a  redress  of  grievances  heaven  de- 
fend my  country !—— According  to  the  no- 
tion oi Montesquieu,  that  hot  climates  gene- 
rate slavery  and  cold  ones  freedom,  we  should 
expea  to  find  Muscovy  a  land  of  liberty ; 
but,  recollecting  that  *'  the  nation  which 
parts  witli  its  sword  parts  with  its  liberty," 
and  that  in  this  view  it  is  a  question  admit* 
ting  of  degrees,  let  us  by  way  of  putting  the 
case  in  a  new  light,  form  an  imaginary  ther- 
momet/ical  scale  for  measuring,  by  means 
of  the  popular  arms-bearing  of  the  two  oa- 
tionR  of  Muscovy  and  England,  the  propor- 
tion of  liberty  that  each  may  now  be  said  to 
possess.  It  must  be  remembered  frior  to 
the  new  popiilar  arms-bciiring  abovemea- 
tioned,  Muscovy  had  no  liberty  >  for,  to 
speak  thermometriciiUy,  its  liberty  might  be 
said  to  be  at  the  point  of  despotic  cougella- 
tion,  or  equal  to  Qon  the  scale  j  while  under 
the  genial  const;itution  of  England,  liberty, 
ought  to  stand  at  the  highest  degree  of  the 
scale.  Although  the  real  difference  between 
no  liberty  and  complete  liberty,  is  as  nought 
to' infinity,  yet  we  will  call  the  highest  de- 
gree, such  as  would  be  tlie  proper  effect  of 
an  English  constitution  in  its  purity,  10,000 
only.  The  freedom  in  consequence  of  the 
present  popular  arming  of  Russia  then,  all 
other  things  considered,  we  cannot  estimate 
as  higher  than  5  degrees  above .  0,  or  the 
point  of  despotic  congellation.  But  as  tfth 
Russian  ^ms-bearing,  and  the  arms-bearin«' 
of  England,  are  now  in  essentials  precismf 
the  same,  a  mere  "  temporary,  PRQf  ** 

*'    SIONAL    ARMAMENT,    DURING  THB- FRE** 

**  SENT  coxxEST,"  and  both  alike  maj^A 
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the  DiscEBTiosofthe  crown  beputan end  to 
at  any  moment,  the  liberty  of  England  must 
at  this  lime  be  designated  by  the  same  degree 
on  the  scale,  namely,  5.  Uence,  therefore,  it 
should  appear,   that  while  the    liberty  of 
Russia  is  for  tl\e  present  5  degrees  above  iU 
original  nothingness,  that  of  England  is  be- 
low its  own  proper  level  9995  degrees  out 
of  10,000 ! ! !  If  any  English  minister  can  al- 
low the  effect  of  such  a  comparison  to  attach 
to  his  measures,  I  shall  not  envy  his  greatness 
paid  for  at  such  a  rate. — Before  I  conclude, 
give  me  leave,  Sir,  to  call  your  attention  to 
die 'testimony  in  favour  of  the  necessity  of 
arms-hearing  of  a  people  to  the  existence  of 
political  liberty  that  has  lately  been  given 
even  by  Napoleon,  on  which  1  have  already 
made  some  remarks  in  my  letter  of  13th 
January    to    Lord   Hnwick.     The    French 
Emperor  apparently  bounding  ihe  views  of 
his  ambition  in   the  north-east  to  the  con- 
fines ol  Germany,  meaning  there  to  raise  up 
a  complete  barrier  against  the  irruption  of 
Russian  armies  into  his  empire,  and  perfectly 
well  knowing  the  most  effectual  means  to 
that  end,  he  professes  not  only  to  Bless  Po- 
ttud  with  a  complete  deliverance  from  the 
three  despots  who  had  divided  her  as  a  spoil ; 
bat  to  confer  upon,  and  guarantee  to  her,  a 
real  emancipation    from    arbitrary  govern- 
ment.    He , accordingly  invites  the  princes, 
the  nobility^  ^aod  the  people  unwersaUy  to 
take  up  arms  as  one  man.    He  has  thus 
wisely  bid  in  the  first  instance  a  good  fouh- 
<?arioQ  for  his  success  in  that  country,  by 
rxcking  in  the  inhabitants  warm  hopes  of 
delberance  and  of  freedom ;  and,  as  their 
futnre  liberty  must  be  his  interest,  and  an 
•bject  to  him  of  great  importance,  it  is  na- 
ttmilly  to  be  expected  that,  should  his  arms 
in  the  present  contest  prevail  over  (hose  of 
Russia^  Poland  will  have  conferred  on  her  a 
itally-free  government;  and  consequently  a 
government  of  such  strength  as  shall  be  ca- 
pable of  resisting  any  future  attempt  of  the 
Muscovite  to  subdue  her,  or  even  to  violate 
her  territory  by  the  march  of  an  array  across 
any  corner  of  it.    The  enslaved  Poles  be- 
twe^  the  Corsican  and  the  Muscovite  are 
now  in  a  situation  resembling  that  of  the 
ODce  degraded  English  between  Henry  the 
Third  and  his  barons.     Had  the  Poles  to  do 
Vith  either  of  the    Efhperors    separately, 
diains  ;iud  oppressioa  are  what  alone  they 
migbt  expect,    whereas,    circumstanced  as 
they  are,  it  is  the  interest,  and  therefore  the 
liblicy  of  imperial  ambition,  to  restore  them 

t0  independence  and  liberty. In  my  sub- 

aaque&t  letters.  Sir,  I  siiall  examine  in  what 
deeiee^your  military  system  has  found  sup- 
port in  the  arguments  imputed  to  General 
Sir  John  Doyle,  as  delivered  in  the  House  •£ 
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Commons  on  the  23d  of  January,  and  re- 
ported m  the  Courier  newspaper  of  the  27ih; 
as  Well  es  from  two  letters  of  a  writer  Ift  the 
Politick  Register,  under  the  signature  of  B.* 
I  hate  the  hononr  to  remain  with  muck 
respect,  Siri   your  most   obediefit  humhld 

servant,— JoHW  Cabtwrigut. Pel,  2A^ 

I8O7.  > 

'*  LEABNED  LANGOlOEt.** 
No.   13.       . 
**  Your  Novidi^  tmd  Bluturck$f  »nd  Omert,  atid  ttafff 
•<  Eg»d  they  don*t  signify  this  pinch  of  snufT; 
•*  To  give  a  young  gentleman  riglt  educatien, 
•»  The  ui nay's  the  w^cry  best  school  ha  the  nation.** 

Svripf's  Soldier  mn4  Scfmlcr. 
Sir, — In  my  last  (p.  213)  Ihad,  in  soma 
degree,  taken  my  leare  of  you  4  and,  there- 
fore, you  may  feci  surprieed  at  receiving  n 
fourth  letter  vntb  the  signature  P.  F.    How- 
ever, I  then  entertained  some  doubt  whether 
you  thought  my  remarks  worthy  of  hiaer^ 
tion  and  1  have  now  to  confess  «y  oWiga- 
tioH  to  you  for  their  appearance,  which  k 
would  be  unpardonabUin  me  to  neglect  doin.^ 
Thank  you  too  for  the  fair  and  ingcnuoui 
manner  in  which  you  bare  introduced  them 
to  your  readers  :    ^ou  say  there  ts  not  ont 
argument  contained  in  them,    whicb  yoa 
**  cannot  demolish  i«  three  minutes.**    Bf 
that  I  suppose  you  meant  to  recomnwnd 
them  to  an  impartial  and  candid  perusak 
Probably,  however,  when  ymir  demditiott 
f^tes  place,  I  may.  If  I  am  suffbred,  bnild 
freih  arguments  out  of  the  fragments,  whick 
may  have  more  consistency  than,  die  ^Id 
ones.    At  all  events,   this  is  a  pretty  plahi 
bint  of  the  m^aaner  in  which,  you  will  say  at 
le^st,  the  dispute  has  ^rminated.  But  what- 
ever answer  you  mzy  be  disposed  to  retnrtt 
me,  it  was  rather  singular  that  you  )md  not 
obsarved,  that  my  letter  contained  sbmetkiog 
like  a  reply,  at  least  to  your  correspondeot 
W.  F.  S.  No..  4,  whom  yoa  have  thought 
proper  to  puff  so  strangely.    He  challengesr 
the  Oxonian  to  produce  any  one  ideaaccfttir* 
ed  from  his  acquaintance  with  the  lear«e4 
languages,  which  was  not  "  previously*'  to 
be  found  in.  some  original  or  traad^ned  Mfikg"' 
lash  work :  ,now,  I  think  1  have  shewn,  that 
not  one  id^a  only,  but  that  the  great  access 
nbn  of  Ideasy.wbich  has  flown  in  apon  £u-» 
cope  since  the  12th  century  to  the  present 
day,  has  sprung  generally  fh)m  thb  source  ^ 
and  I  will  defy  him  or  you  to  dww  any  other, 
cause  of  our  pre-eminence  in  science  ovef 
the  gloomy  ages  of  superstition.  Why,  whetf 
the  light  of  antient  lit^ature  waswitb  di-awn; 
did  the  world  become  dark?     And  why,, 
when  it  was  rekindled,  did  the  world  be* 
come  again  enlightened  ?    I  referred  you  M 
one  particular  instance,  on  thh  subject  of 

»  V.  X.  p.  636,  and  V;  xl  pTias. 
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goveanment  and  a  "rwnited  constitottOQ** 
ra  Hume ,  and  1  ,could  tak©  any  other  ob- 
ject of  knowledge^  and  shew  the  benefit  we 
Jbave  derivedt  and  d5  derive  therein,'  from 
^he  antieiit  authors.  W.  F.  S.'s  description 
of  wisdom,  if  he^  me^»s  to  exclude  the  an- 
tient  authors  from  it,  is  peculiarly  unfortu- 
bate,  as  he  has  spoken  of  WMsdom  of  those 
lipds,  inr  which  tliey  are  tiiKioubtedly  thOHt 
pre-eminemly  excellent  j  I  meaii  the  moral 
"wisdom  which  regulated  the  duties  we  owe 
to  ourselves  and  to  society.  On  which  sub- 
jects I  will  thank  you  or  him,  to  shew  me 
any  two  modem  treatises  to  compatc  with 
."  Xenophon*s  Memorabilia  of  Socrates,** 
and  *'  Tully's  Offices/'— There  can  be  ho 
doubt,  indeed,  but  that  Socrates  was  the. 
^eatest  moral  teacher  the  world  has  ever 
seen,  next  to  our  Saviour  :  ioid  Addison  fre- 
quently supposes  him  to  have  been  possessed 
of  a  degtGQ  of  inspiraticK). — Equally  happy  is 
W.  F.  S;  in  his  reference  to  Dr.  Johnson's 
DictioxNtry>  not  one  page  of  which  could 
liave  been  composed  without  the  most  accu- 
tate>  profound,  and  extensive  knowledge  of 
the  learned  langu^fes :  add  equally  modest  is 
lie  in  calling  him  your  friend,  though  a  very 
slight  acquaintauce  with  tb«  worEs  of  that 
(Teat  man,  would  have  taught  him  that  he  is 
i^roctly  at  eomitv  wkh  you  on  the  point  in 
mestion.  But  wnat  oan  a  falling  man  do  > 
When  he  las  not  a  friend  to  support  him  h6 
msrciitch  at  m  foe.  Nor  is  it  with  DK 
Johnson  alone  that  you  are  at  variance ;  th€ 
liostiUty  reaches  to  all  his  most  intimate  con-* 
oectTons;  this^for  example,  is  the  opin'roD 
of  Dr.  Goldsmith. on  the  subject  m  dispute. 
'*  What  historian  can,  Fender  virtue  so  ami- 
^  able  as  Xenophon  ?  Who  can  interest 
•'  the  reader  so  much  as  L!v>*?  Sallust  is 
"  80  inataoce  of  the  most  delicate  exactness/ 
*^  and  Tadtus  of  the-  most  solid  rejection. 
**  From  a  perfect  acquaiatance  with  these, 
**  the  student  may  acquire  more  knowledge' 
^  of  mankind,  a  more  perfect  acquaintance 
'^  with  antiqjuity/  and  a  more  just  mamier 
''  of  thinldofaUd  expression^/ than  perhaps 
^*  fi-om  ^my  others  of  any  a^  or  country." 
Now,  W.  F.  S.  tells  me,  in  opposition  to 
this,  that  pot  one  idea  is  to  be  gathered  frvOk 
these  or  any  other  classical  author, ''  wfaichi 
*^  was  not  previamsiif**  (noark  that  wor^  and 
tell  n>e  if  thca-e  was  no  confusion  in  the  j 
bead  of  the  man  who  used  it),  "  which  was  I 
•^  not  previously  to  be  found  in  some  one  of  ' 
"  the  works  of  John  Boll/'  Which  of 
these  two  persons  must  I  believe  ?  The  dead 
author  or.  the  living }  Dr.  Goldsntith,  or  • 
W.  F.  S.  ?  *'  ru  take  the  ghost's  word  for  ( 
*'  a  thousaud  pounds."  W.  F.  S.  tells  us,  ! 
tha^an  idea  Is  but  an  idea  though  expressed 
in  ever  so  many  languages;  and,  after  this  , 
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Srofound  discovery,  he  goes  on  to  mors 
oubtfd  matt6t,  and  there  too  he  goes 
wrong :  he  supposes  the  numler  of  ideas  to 
constitute  the  quantity  of  wisdom  possessed 
by  any  one  j  which  it  no  more  does,  than 
does  a  **  rabble  rout**  of  fallows  form  ao 
army. — Who  mav  have  entered  into  this 
conspiracy,  that  W.  F.  S.  speaks  of*'  to  de- 
"  predate  the  beauty,  sublimity,  &c.  3tc.  of 
"  the  English  language,"  I  know  not  3  bHt 
certainly  not,  the  men  remarkable  for  grett 
classical  attainments  1  not  Hooker,  B^x)ni 
or  Raleigh  5  not  Milton,  Locke,  or  Boyle; 
not  Addison,  Svvift,  or  Steele  (not  tlt^ 
cap-and-gpwn  men,  by  the  way)  5  they  ars 
the  men  who  have  enriched^  harioionized, 
and  beautified  it,  by  words  drawn  from 
classical  sources,  by  modes  of  expresiHO% 
and  structure  of  sentences  analogous  totbtf 
clear  and  luminous  method  of  the.  Greeks 
aud  Romans.  Bacon  avows,  that  where  be 
found  his  native,  tongue  defective,  he  wis 
not  remits  in  borrowing  of  the  ancients ; 
and  by  these  men,  and  by  these  means,  hai 
bur  jan^uage  been  brought  to  its  present 
state  ol  perfection )  and  not  ours  only«  but 
all  the  other  Iqngiiage^  of  rnodern'  Etirope> 
they  al]  of  thera  date  the  period  of  their  im- 
provement from  the  introduction  of  classical 
reading ;  and  th^  purest  authors  of  the 
French,  Spanish,  Italian^  and  English  na* 
tions,  are  universally  the  men  most  conver* 
santin  the  writings  of  Greecerinid  Rome. 

**  When  we  did  gabble  like  thi^fis  n^ost  brutish, 
"  they  endow^'d  our  purposes  with  wordd  that  laaik 
t*  them  kubwn."— Tempest. 

And  you  would  repay  their  favours  like  ad^ 
ther  Caliban  t 

*«  Yoi\  taught  me  lap^i^,  and  my  profit  on't 
*•  Is,  I  know  how  to  cune.    Ti>e  red  plague  rid  yo* 
**•  *t'or  learning  me  your  language  !" — lb. 

And  now  a  word  or  two  with  you,  Mr. 
Cobbett.    lliq  awkward  praises  with  which 
you  have  bespahered  the  illustrious  name  of 
pope, ,  make  me  suppose  you  may  baVd' 
•some  value  for  hi^  opinion,  though  I  see  you^ 
are  but  little  acquainted!  with  his  wrilingfc 
Let  us  hear  what  he  says  in  this  matter : 
**  Still  green  with  bays»  each  ancient  aitat  stawU,    , 
•*  Above  the  rcach'of  sacrilegious  hands; 
•*  Secure  from  flames,  from  envy*8  fiercer  nxTf 
•*  J^csiractive  war,  and  aH-lnvoUing  age,"  *c* 

I  do  not  wish  to  crowd  ybu  with  a  long  quo*;^ 
ration,  and  therefore  refer  you  to  the  wholt  * 
passage,  at  1.*  18O.  of  the  "Essay  on  Criti*. 
cism."     Read  aho  his  characters  of  Honxr,* 
Virgil;  Ari*itot!e,  Horace,  Quititillan,  1^^^ 
ginus,  &c,  in  the  same  work,  and  then  teu', 
me  if  you  expect  to  be  believed  whenTW 
ray,  '*  that  the  time  spent  on  sucb'«it)»rt 
"  is^vorse  than  uselessly  cmpioyod."    Set 
farther  1.  683  : 
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^  tuxmti%  and  Rome  alile  in  tmp'ifc  gTc#» 

<*  And  aru  st'dl  foHow'd  where  fter  eaf  lei  lfc# ; 

•^  From  the  same  foes  at  last  both  fWt  their  dooWi 

*<  And  the  same  ai^c  saw  learning  UiX  and  Komt.*' 

And  theft  lie  gee^  on  ta  speak  of  tbe  tefitiH 

of  leamfBg : 

««  But  sdb  each  cnuse  in  Leo^s  golden  dkya,"  See, 

L.  609. 

One  trtore  quotation,  and  {tuave  done  : 

^  Be  Homer*s  works  your  study  and  deUf!:ht, 

^  HmI  them  by  4^  aqdnuxliatte  by  night.^  L.  l34. 

How  here,  you  ate,  Tbpe's  ''  wise  and  just 
Aiind,"  and  your  "  \uj8e  and  just  mind," 
are  as  much  at  vari^c4  as  the  Fiend  and 
Latrncf^hot  Oobbo's  conscience.  •'  Read," 
quoth  Popef.  *'  Aead  not/'  qnotb  Cbbbett 
Whom  tben  must  we  trust  ?  ^^Pope^sayf^ 
^  yoa  coanseJ  well  f  Cobbeft,  lay  I,  you 
^tmsel  ill.**  Merchant  of^  Venice,  Act.  il. 
acene'2.— *' Demolbh,"  then,  what  argu-' 
ments  you  please,  or  say  you  demolish  them/ 
tbe  plain  state  of  the  question  is  ihis,  aod 
j^our  attempting  to  prove  any  thin^  short  of 
it,  is  but  like  the  raving  of  a  manioc,  who 
gnaws  the  chain  that  binds  him  5  you  are  to 
ihew  us  some  reason  for  our  pre^rrtng  your 
opinion  against  the  utility  of  ancient  Titera- 
ture,  thoudi  jrou  coufes^dly  and  manifestly 
k»ow  notfimg  about  it,  to  that  of  all  the 
wise  men  in  £urope,  who  bare  studied  the 
classical  authors  themselves,  and  recom- 
neiided  them  to  others. P.  F. — Feb,  ttk. 

No.  14. 

Si«,  ■  In  the  controversy  wliich  appears 
li&ely  to  take  place  respeicting  the  Learned 
Xrianguafes,  perhaps  the  opinions  and  reason- 
ing o/one  who  is  totally  unacquainted  with 
them,  and  in  possession  of  only  a  moderate 
knowledge  of  his  own  tongue,  may  neither 
be  uninteresting  nor  unacceptable.  .  The 
tefm  le^iming  as  generally  acce|)ted  (that  is 
learning  possessed)  may  be  defined  *'  the 
knowledge  of  the  reflections  of  others." 
Learning  stands  distinguished  from  wisdom 
in  this,  *'  wisdom  consists  in  the  proper  ap- 
plication not  only  of  this  knowledge,  but  of 
aJl  the  other  knowledge  we  possess,  towards 
^  benefiting  of  mankind.**  Wisdom  may 
W  ^tlbatd  "  tbe  possession  of  superior  virtue, 
^  knowledge  and  understanding.**  And 
Itierefore*  a  man  destitnteof  ?imi««py  pos- 
SQK^  kamiog  without  poasegaing  wisdooi, 
and  Jhtn  to  call  him  learned,  according  to 
W.  P.  S.  we  must  call  him  cunning.  I  ima- 
gipe  that  you  mean  by  the  Learned  I<an- 
goages  tl)e  Latin,  the  Greek,  and  the  He- 
brew Languages,  which  general  term 
^^  learned*'  waa  petbaps  annext;d  to  th6m  at 
tiupe  when  the  knowledge  of  them  were 
peculiar  to  tbe  most  learned  only  amonffst 
tmokhd.    And  by  '*  general  education    1 
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suppose  yoo  to  mean,  ''  that  education 
vthich  is  best  adapted  to  assist  mankind  in 
managirt^  tlie  general  concerns  of  life."  The 
knowledge  of  oar  duty  towards  God  can  have 
nothing  to  do  in  this  question.  Nor  can  the 
common  rudinHsnts  of  education.  Then, 
leaving  these  two  out  of  our  coQiideration, 
let  us  suppoaa  that  a  student  ra.iy  be  called 
rooce  or  less  perfect  in  "  general  education  * 
Id  proportion  1*  1 .  As  he  is  more  or  le.<^a 
able  rightly  to  appreciate  the  worth  of  hi» 
own  actions. — ^.  As  lie  is  more  or  less  able 
to  tnwietlw operations  of  che  mind,  in  its  re- 
scaiches  after  Knowledgr. — 3.  As  he  knowft 
more  or  less  of  the  constitution  or  the  pro- 
gltolies  of  tlungs,  and  of  the  causes  of  the 
various  phenomena  of  nature.— 4.  As  he  ia 
Rtpre  or  less  acquaypCed  with  tbe  habits,  pre^ 
jlMtfces,  and  passions  of  man,  and  with  their 
operation  upon  his  acts. — d.  As^btf  is  mote 
or  less  able  in  af  concise,  perspicuous,  and  in* 
teresting  manner,  to  coihmupidste  hw  re- 
Itectioos  unto  etbeftt.  AlW^ing  this  theory 
to  be  correct,  kt  us  next  inquire,  what  are? 
the  means  which  an  Englishman  po9Sesse» 
from  his  own  native  language  only,  towards 
the  acquirement  of  these  accomplishments, 
*-In  speaking  upon  this  part  of  Uie  subjects 
be  it  observed,  that  my  acquaintance  with 
books  and  authors  is  very  limited,  and  that  10 
mentioning  the  means  wluoh  I  mYsolf  have 
made  use  of  towards  that  end,  I  shall,  in  all 
ptubabiiuty,  leave-outmany  ethers  eqtfliily  de^ 
aarving  to  be  meottooed«*-l .  Tbe  treatise 
which  appears  to  me  tbe  best  calculated  lu 
ground  youth  in  the  knowledge  of  those 
rules  bywhioh  they  may  estimate  the  nght 
or  the  wrong,  the  merit  or  demerit  of  their 
own  actions,  is  Dr.  Adam.  Smith's  Theory  of 
Moral  Santiroents.  A  very  moderate  capa- 
city only  is  fi»^ired  in  order  to  nnderstand 
it,  and  whoever  understanding  it  shall  never 
do  an  act  which  that  tlteory  oqndemns,  the 
same  cannot  be  m  rt»i/Wmberof  society. 
In  riper  years  when  they  become  capable  of 
more  mitliue  refiectimi.  Dr.  Paley's  cele- 
bsati^  treatisB  wiH  lead  them  pa.st  (he  Ibeo* 
retical  ,part,  pnd  applying  it  to  rmny  of  t]i» 
nK>st  important  circumstances  occurring  m \ 
li^  conduct  them  to  a/uUer  knowledge  of 
tbe  jieart,  a^idoi  the  consequenceH  reimlting 
fJKWn  the  wrong  dec^ions  oi'  the  nund,  pre* 
paring  a  strong  ground  work,,  whereon  to 
butk)  their  future  knowledge  of  mankind, 
andth«  tendency  of  thejr  act'*.— t2.  If  there 
had  never  been  a  word  wrote  upon  this  part 
of  general  education,  except  Mr  Locke's 
Esuay  on  the  Human  UndersTanding,  the* 
reading  and  comprehending  of  the  reflt?ction» 
it  contains,  would  unto  any  one  having  a 
Capacity  enabling  him  to  apply  th^m  to  ns^^ 
give  suficient  instruction  with  regard  Kkta«« 
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operations  of  his  own  mind  in  its  researches 
after  knowledge. — ^3.  Connected  with  this 
j^art  of  general  cduciJtion  it  would  be  endless 
to  enuiqerate  the  English   treatises  we  are 
possessed  of.     Nor,  in  our  present  inquiry, 
^oe%  it  ap|>ear  necessary,  for,  except  in  the 
colleges,  there  is  neither  art  nor  science  at- 
tempted to  be  treated  upon,  or    at  le^i^t 
taught  or  lectured  upon,   in  any  language 
except  our  own  i  nor  is  there  any  ^verhaihn 
translation  that  I  have  heard  of,  whereunto 
the  English  authors  tiave  not  added  some- 
thing materiftl,  unless  it  be  the  translation  of 
the  Elements  of  Eudid. — 4.  Before  we  have 
a  correct  knowledge  of  man,  we  must  know 
him  not  only  circumstaooed  as  an  individual, 
but  as  one    collectively,  included    amongst 
many  iudividuals^  and  tlw;  knowledge  of  him  i 
Sn  this  latter  capacity  is  by  far  the  more  im- 
portant knowledge  of  the  two.     He  has  vi- 
ces and  virtues  peculiar  to  himself.     He  has 
vies  and  virtues  which  1^  partakes  of,  or 
coaimnnicites  to  others,   through  the   in- 
fiuence-of  example,  as  a  member  of  tlie 
itate  to  which  be  belongs.     History  and  bio- 
graphy no  doubt  materially  assist  the  man  of 
superior    mind,  in    discovering    the    secret 
fpripgs  upon  which  these  qualities  depend, 
but  it  is/nost  material  that  he  will  know  hi$ 
own  heart;,  and  that  with  unremitti^ig  c^cy, 
he  semch  into  the  eccentricities,  passions,. 
&:c  inBuencing  the  he^ns  of  otliers  whose 
acts  he  constantly  sec«,— and  into  the  uUi- 
jnoate  consequences  of  those  acts.  [And  when 
he  would  form   any  general  conclusion,  be 
will  well  compare  it  with    the  evidence, 
whldh  by  these  two  means  he  becomes  pos- 
sessed of.     Now,  jn  these  comparisons  his 
own  prejudices  will  have  tl)eir   infloepce. 
But,  1  think  his  owa  observations  upon  man- 
kind themselves,  made  with  the  care  here 
presupposed,  will  have  the  adv^ntagfe  over 
those  made  from  history  and  biqgraphy  (as- 
the  test  of  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  such  con- 
clusions) inasmuch  as  in  history  aijd  bic)gra- 
phy  he  must  form  his  opinioo  of  the  inten- 
tion or  cause  of  the  action,  from  the  b^e 
recital  of  the  action  itself,  whilst  the  actions 
occurring  under  bis  own  observation,  are 
themselves  seen,  and  every  thing  resuUIoig 
firom  them  known ;  nay,  perhaps,  the  same 
action  and  its  results  often  seen,  and  our  ex- 
pectations confirmed  or  rectified.    Yet  inas- 
much as  the  knowledge  of  history  and  bio- 
graphy may  be  of  service  to  us,  we  hav©^  un- 
doubtedly the  means  of  obtaining  it,  there 
iemg  neither  state  nor  individual,  whose 
fortunes  or  whose  acts  have  deserved  to  be 
put  upon  record,  but  our  own  historians 
have  executed  the  duty  with  truth  and  abili- 
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ty,  either  in  translating  fi*om  antient  authors^ 
or  by  means  of  their  own  researches  and  in- 
quiries j  but,  I  again  repeat  that  in  this  part 
of  education  h6  is  the  best  scholar  who  can 
correctly  read  man,  and  to  such  a  one  mnn 
himself,  living,  is  the  best  traattse  h^  can 

read. 5.    Tawards    the   expressing   our 

thoughts  in  a  clear  and  nervous  manner,  ss> 
as  to  make  a  strong  impression  upon  others^. 
undoubtedly  a  sound  understanding,  having' 
.adisdnct  knowledge  of  its  own*  though'ts, 
'and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  has  romc  ty 
them,  ^vill  render  us  more  essential  j>ervice 
than  all  the  grammatical  knowltxlge  gf  all 
the  grammarians  wIjo  ever  treated  upon  the 
subject;.     For  my  own  prt,  educated  in  a^ 
country  school,    I    never  knew  what  was 
mennt  by  grammar  until  16  years  old.  though' 
I  had  sc'^i  the  master  set  about  six   of  th« 
principal  seholafS'  tasks,  in  a  small    book, 
which  I  knew  was  called  a  Grammar  ^  nor, 
do  I  know  now,  whether  I  write  siricllygram- 
nmf.cal  or  otherwise,    although    half  that 
number  of  years  now,  is  added  to  my  age  j 
and  although,   I  liave  during  that  time,  bad 
the  benefit  of  reading,  and.   as  I  think  in 
some  measure  of  understanding,  the  Lee-* 
tures'of  Dr.  Blair;  yet,  since  1  myself  can 
understand  the  meaning  of  what  I  write  j"  I 
have  the  vanity  ^6  sdppose  others  can  also^ 
and,  I  think,  that  if  I  had  the  gramoaaticai 
and  rhetorical  knowledge  I  am  de&irous  of 
having,  it  would  alter  very  little  my  style  of 
expressioti  j  for,  1  think,  wEwterer  Morigs 
not  to  the  subject  of  any  inquiry,  and  is  in- 
troduced into  bVLch  inquiry,  however  beaati- 
fal  it  may  be,   never  assists  in  discovering, 
but  often  assists  in.  concealing   the  trtitb.' 
Keqnog,    however,    tlieae   conclusions  in 
oiniud,  grammar  and  rkeiotic,  as  taught  hy 
Dr.  Blair,  can  never  ^il  to  assist  the  writer 
in  arrang^)gibis  thoughts  more  advantageoos- 
ly  and  agreeably ;  and,  whoever   having  a'' 
sound  understandings  hath  be^n  grounded  in 
the  rudiments  c^  grammar,  and  completed 
this  part  of  bi&^ucation  by  becoming  ac-4 
quainted  with  the  works  of  English  authors^ 
such  a»Blair^  Milton,   and  others  of  equal 
merit  in  prose  and  poetry,  will,  if  he  hath 
made  prbfitable  use  of  his.  acquaintance,  be 
able  I  presume  to  express  himself  on  anjr 
subject  with  more  eloquence  and  proprietjr# 
—Having  now  gone  through  the  exan).ina- 
tion  of  the  means  afforded  by  the  Engli^ 
language  towards  accomplishing  our  general 
education  ;  my  next  (if  this  be  found  worth 
publication)  will  proceed  to  examine  aa  to 
whut  use  the  I^earned  Lanffoagea  can  reoikfir 
us  in  this  respect. — I  am>.Dir;  ^,r«<-t(r«8.  Ya 
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**  The  bringing  in  of  Strangers  for  aid,  hath  been  'peinicious  to  most  States,  wherc'ihry  have  been  admitted* 
"  but  to  England  fatal.  We  do  bless  God,  that  hath  given  your  Majesty  a  wise  understanding  heart  to  dis- 
**  cera  of  those  courses,  arul  that  such  power  produceth  nothing  but  weakness  and  calamity.  And  wc 
**  b«cech  your  Majesty  to  pardon  the  vehemency  oJF  our  expresjjion,  if,  in  the  loyal  and  zealous  affcciicnK 
*'  we  bear  to  yojr  Majesty  and  your  service,  we  are  bold  to  declare  to  your  Majesty  fmd  the  whole  world, 
**  That  w«  hold  it  far  beneath  the  heart  of  any  free  Elnglishmen  to  think,  tbat  this  viaorioos  nution  should 

•*  now  stand  in  nted  of  German  Soldiers  to  dtfeud  the'ur  own  King  and  the  Kingdom.*' Remonsrtamck 

or  THi  CoMMoii^  TO  Charles  I.  in  the  year  1628. 
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TO   THE 

FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  ELECTORS 

OF  THE 
CITY  AND  LIBERTIES  OF  WESTMINSTER. 


LETTER  rX. 


r. 


In  the  last  letter  which!  had  the 
Honour  to  address  to  you,  I  gave  tlie  reasons 
for  my  not'entering,  at  that  time,  into  any 
examination  of  the  evidence  and  reporte4 
proceedings^  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Paull's  last 
petition.  Th?  same  reasons  will  prevent  me 
from  doing  it  now ;  because,  Uiough  the 
proceedings  will,  probably,  be  closed  before 
this  sheet  reaches  tlie  press,  there  will  not  be 
time  sufficieLt  for  me  to  say  wh:U  I  could 
wish  to  say  upon  the  subject  j  and,  there 
are  several  topics,  upon  which,  in  the  mean 
"whilcj  I  think  it  may  be  useful  to  addfess 
you. 

The  first  of  these  topics  is,  the  case  of  the 
Honourable  Cochrane  Johnstone,  whose  pe- 
lltion  to  the  House  of  Commons  you  will 
find  in  the  preceding  sheet,  af  page  403,  and 
who  was,  as  you  will  there  have  seen.  Colo- 
nel of  the  Eighth  West  India  Regiment  and 
Governor  of  the  Island  of  Doniinica,  until 
the  year  1803.  When  you  have  read  that 
petition,  gentlemen,  you  will  be  in  complete 
possession  of  the  merits  of  the  case  j  you 
will  be  able  to  form  a  correct  judgment  as 
to  the  treatment  wt)ich  Mr.  John!>tone  has 
j^ceived,  and  also  as  to  the  conduct  of  all  the 
parties  concerned.  It  will,  therefore,  only 
remain  for  me  to  state  to  you  some  tacts,  and 
to  submit  to  you  some  observations,  relating 
to  the  re(£re5s  which  he  is  likely  to  obtain. — 
Tlie  petition  v^as  presented  to  the  House  of 
Commons  on  the  10th  instant,  by  Mr 
Whitbread;  but,  gentlemen,  it  is  right  that 
you  iholild  be  informed,  that  Mr.  Johnstone 
had,  previous  to  that  day,  a^ked  upwards  of 
two  hanirelandfjty  of  tkemembers  to  pre- 
sent his  [)ctition,  and  that,  of  that  numbqi;, 
*te  found-not  one  who- Would  do  ic!— I^lr. 


. [413 

Whitbread,  in  presenting  the  petition,  ob- 
served, that  he  understood  it  to  have  been 
refused  by  several  members ;  but,  "  for 
'*  himself,  he  thought  it  his  bounden  dntv, 
*'  as  a  member  of  parliament,  to  present  anr 
"  petition,  complaining  of  grievances,  and 
*'  couched  in  proper  anarespectfu!  language^ 
"  but,  that  he  did  not  hold  himself  respoii- 
'•'  siblt^  ibt  fl.tJ-  accuracy  of  the  allegations 
"  contair;^  in  the  petition,  nor  to  nuike 
*\  any  subsequent  motion  inconsequence  of 
'*  it.*'  He,  therefore,  simply  moved,  that 
the  petition  should  lie  upon  the  table,  which 
motion  was  seconded  bv  Sir  Kdward  KnatcL- 
bull  who  held  the  ^^\\\k  opiuinn  with  respect 
to  the  duty  ol'  prescniuig  jiclliions.  llie* 
only  two  persons  that  s'^n^ke  on  the  othf r 
side  vver«  Mr.  William  Dundas  and  Mr. 
Plumcr,  member  for  Herllbrdshire,  who 
contended,  that  every  member  of  parliament 
was  at  perfect  liberty  to  do  as  he  pleased  as 
to  the  presenting  of  any  petition  whatever, 
be  the  matter  and  mannor  of  it  what  thev 
might.  And,  to  say  the  truth,  gentlemen, 
this  is  the  dt)ctrine,  wljich  has,  for  manyyears 

past,  been  acted  upon. 1  am  particularly 

anxious  that  you  should  have  your  memories 
i^efreshed  as  to  the  '*  inralual/e  y'lghi  of  jx*- 
"  tition,'*  as  it  is  called ;  and,  therefore,  I 
shall  inquire  a  little  into  the  use  of  this  right. 

^The  use  of  it  i^,  or  rather  was,  to  ^ftbrd 

to  tvery  man  the  means  of  tnaking  his  griev- 
ances known  to  the  king,  or  to  the  parlia- 
ment, or  both  J  in  order  that  he  might  be 
enablevl  to  obtain  redress,  in  cMses  where  he 
could  obtain  redress  by  no  other  meahs.  Mr. 
Blacksione,  who  uiis  a  judge,  and  who,  of 
course,  every  where  praist^s  the  /awSy  speaks 
in  high  strains  of  eulogium  of  this  right, 
which  he  conifast!\  with  the  ri^ht  of  petimm 
in  Russia,  as  established  by  a  law  of  the  Czar 
Peter,  and,  according  to  which  law,  "  e\'err 
'•  subject  might  petition  tiie  throne  after 
'*  having  petriion^^d,  without  effect,  two 
'*•  ministers  of  stale  successive*! r  j  but  if,  in 
*'  petitioni*:g  tl5e  throne,  1  e  v/4s  found  ly 
''  be  in  tlie  wTun^^,  he  wa*  to  suffer  Jra/A.*' 
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1  be  consequence  of  which  was,  as  Black-  \ 
stone  says,  that  no  one  dared  to  petition. 
The  punishment  of  death. 
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m  case  a  petition- 
tiT  was  wrong,  or  was  viade  appeir  to  he  iri 
the  wrong;  in  case  he  waa  eonfaseil  and 
brow  beat  out  of  his  semes,  or  was  out- 
gworn  by  perjured  wiinesse*}.  the  punish- 
ment of  death,  in  such  a  case,  would,  Infal- 
libly prevent  every  one  from  even  thinking 
of  petitioning.  But,  the  Czar  t\\\g\\i  have 
rendered  the  prevention  nearly  as  complete 
in  theory,  and  quite  aa^  complete  as  to  all 
useful  purposes,  by  only  inflicting  the  pu- 
nishment of  jail  and  fine,  and  by  providing 
lonie  othef  little  prir-l-.muiary  precautions, 
which  it  would  be  useless  to  point  oiit  to  you 

very  particularly. Returning  now  lo  the 

right  of  petitioning  in  this  happy  country, 
and  especially  the  right  of  petitioning  the 
Hotise  of  Commons,  the  law  says,  tliat  no- 
petition,  touching  important  matters  in 
Cliurch  or  State,  shall,  unless  it  obtain  the 
consent  ot  three  justices  of  the  peace,  octlie 
majority  of  the  grand  jury  of  ^  county,  or,  in 
London,  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldernrxen  and 
Common  Council,  be  signed  by  more  tftau 
twenty  per sof IS,  and  that  no  petition  slioil  be 


presented  by  more  than  two  persons  at  one      ••  Ht 

time.    But,  gentlemen,  this  being  too  rouclv  !  **  because  Mi  opinion  had  g*>Be  foyth  thatb^ 


conclude,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  this  gentle* 
man,  at  least,  the  House  of  Commons  have 
nothing  at  all  to  do  or  to  say  with  the  species  . 
of  power  that  is  exercised  over  the  officers  of 
the  armr,  a  service  which  swallows up'alnjost 
one  halt  of  the  .taxes  annually  collected  in 
this  taxed  country.  I  have  before  asked, 
and  I  now  ask  again:  if  ihi«€ountr\'  be,  av 
w«  are  told,  from  high  authority,  it  is  and 
must  be,  a  wi/itary  sonntry,  and  if  every  man^ 
having  any  command  in  that  military,  br 
placed,  both  as  to  fortune  and  reptitation,  atr 
the  se/e  antle3sofuti  uiilof  the  king,  what 
sort  of  gov  eminent  must  this  country  be  ca- 
der  ? Leaving  )cu.  Gentlemen,  to  an- 
swer this  question  ;  leaving  yeu  well  to  con- 
sider of  the  mutter;  leaving  you  to  mak«  up 
your  minds  thereupon,  I  shall  now  proceed 
te  notice  a  speech^  given  by  the  newspapen, 
as  made  upon  this  occasion  by  Genmral  Fitt- 
Patrick,  the  present  Secretary  at  War,  finl 
laying  that  speech  before  you,  just  as  I  find 
it  in  fhe  newspapers:  "'The  Secretar>' at 
•'  War,  although' the  honourable  gentleroan. 
'*  had  declared  that  it  was  not  his  intpntion 
"  to  follow  uptheLpresewtation  of  the  peti- 
"  tion  with  any  motion,  would  trouble  th«' 
'•  House  with  a  few  words  on  the  subject, 


it  has  been,  by  an  order  of  the  House  of  l 
Commons  I  suppose,  provided,  that,  to 
them,  no  petition  shall  be  presented,  except 
hy  one  of  thentscU*es ;  so  that,  if  the  doctrine 
imputed,  by  the  newspapers,  to  Messrs. 
Dundas  and  Plunder  be  sound,  the  right  of 
petition  is  a  right  to  petition  one  of  the  meni- 
bcrs  of  the  House  to  permit  us  to  petition 
the  House  itself;  or,  in  other  wonls,  a  right 
to  pray  to  be  permitted  to  pray !  Nor,  do  I, 
indeed,  see  how  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  removes  the  diiricullyj  for,  suppose 
pone  of  the  members  will  present  your  peti- 
tion. What  are  you  to  do?  Mj.  Whitbread 
days,  it  is  their  "  boundvn  duty  to  do  it,  pro- 
"  vided  the  petition  be  couched  in  proper 
*'  ;nd  decent  language,**  of  which,  obi>(^r\e, 
they  are  to  be  the  sole  judges  j  but,  he  do^s 
pot  say,  that,  if  they  refuse  to  perform  this 
'•  bounden  duty,**  any  consequences  follow 
with  respect  to  thcmbclves.  So  that,  afier 
;i!l,  the  '*  invaluable  right  of  petition,**  is  a 

right  to  pray  to  be  permitted  to  pray. 

1'his  ri^ht,  so  largely  ex«nci?ed  by  Mr.  John- 
stone, produced,  what?  Not  redress;  no, 
jDreven  any  motion  lor  K.*drcs.sin;;  his  i^riev- 
ance^  but  merely  the  laying  of  his  jjclilicw 
gpon  the  table  of  the  I  louse.  It  was,  the 
newspaper*  tell  us,  conleuvied,  by  Air.  Wil- 
liam Dunda.s,  that  the  coin  plain:  was  upon  a 
•j-ihicrt,  with  which  the  IJ-.u^chud  ito  right 
l^j  med'llc;  whence, we  are,  Of  course,  to 


*'  (the  Secretary  at  War)  had  pledged  him- 
*'  self  to  bring  forward  a'  moiion,  fouirderf 
"  on  the  case  stated  in  this  very  petition,  aiid 
*'  he  was  therefore  glad  to  have  an  opportu- 
"  nity  of  publicly  refuting  that  assertioa. 
*'  The  j'act  was  (as  those  gentlemen  who 
"  were  members  of  tbe  last  parliament  mu*l 
"  rccoMect)   tlwt  when   he  had  given  a  no- 
"  tice  on  this  subject,  he  ob«erved  that  ia 
•*  other  cases  as  well  as  tlie  present,  gRmt 
'*  abuses  had  nrvsen  in  the  administration  of 
"   military  justice,  from  the  practice  of  coii- 
*'  fiding  to  the  Judge  Advocate  General  the 
'^  hij^h  atil  imyo4*tant  trust  of  receiving  Vrt 
*'  Majesty's  plea^ure,^  wUh  regard  to    the 
**  sentences   of  Courts  Martial,  and  that  it 
"  was  verj  improper  that   matters  of  Mirk 
**  consequence'should  be  decided  upon  with* 
'•  out  a   reference  to  the  Commander  in 
"  Chief.     At  that  period,  therefore,  he  had 
"  given  not'ce,  that  in  the  ensuing  session 
"  he  would  bring  forward  some  motion  o» 
*'  the  subject.     In  giving  that  notice,  ht 
"  had  stated  tlwt  the  petitioner's,  as  it  wai 
*'  one  of  the  most  recent,  was  also  one  ot 
"  Uie  strongest  cases  in  point.     Subsequent* 
*'  ly  the  change  in  administration  Iwd  taken 
"  place;  he  had  entered  into  office,  and  in 
"  consequence  of  the  representations  which 
"  he  had  thought  it  his  duty  to  make  on  the 
"  subject,  he  was  h-ppy  to  acquaiol  the 
'♦  House,  that  the  practice  C0inplaiftflcl  a 
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"  would  in  future  be  discontinued.  The* 
Judge  Advocate  Oeneral  would  still  com- 
municate to  his  Majesty  the  sentences  of 
Courts  Martial,  but  the  decision  of  his 
•'  Majesty  thereon  would  be  received  by  the 
^  Commander  io  Chief,  ^xA  be  by  him 
"  communicated  to  the  army  at  lar^.  Of 
"  the  present  case  the  Commander  in  Chief 
*'  had  no  cognizance  but  that  which  he  de- 
**  rived  from  the  Judge  Advoc:?.e  General. 
'*  One  object  of  the  petitioner,  namely,  to 
*'  recover  bis  rank  in  the  army,  was  by  no 
*^  means  a  fit  subject  on  which  to  institute  a 
"  discussion  in  parliament;  and  the  other 
*'  object,  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  snob 
"  a  case,  the  statement  which  he  had  just 
made-ehewed  it  h.<:l  been  already  attain- 
ed. He  could  not  refrain  from  saying 
thus  much  in  refittation  of  the  cakimnies 
that  had  been  so  liberally  vented  against 

*•  him." As  to  the  "  calumnies"   that 

may  liave  been  vented  asjainst  this  honour- 
jbic,  nay  ri^ht  honourable,  man,  we  will 
speak  by-and-by.     But,  iirst  let  us  see  how 
liis  doctrine  about  the  powers  of  parliament, 
squares  wilhvhat  is,  ujx)n  other  occasions, 
^sBcjted  with  regard  to  ijiose  powers.     Par- 
liament has,  without  any  qualification,  be«jn 
<:a]led  ommpotmt;  nor  did  I  ever  hear  of 
^ny  one  who  thought  himself  guilty  of  bias* 
pheroy  in  so  calling  it.     We  know  that,  to 
iis  ward,  it  has  great  powers,  witness  the 
taxes;  which   its  act«  compel  us  to  pay.     It 
can  60  almost  any  thing  j  but,  it  cannot,  it 
cecms,  even  mgke  an  attempt  to,  aftbrd  re- 
dress to  au  officer  of  the  army.    That  little 
department,  upon  which  eigijteen  milfions  a 
y«ar  of  our  taxes  are  expended,  is,  ai  to  the 
treatmentof  its  otHcers,  quite  nut  of  its  juris- 
diction.    The  parliament  can,  indeed,  alter 
<Che  laws  for  the  raising  and  the  dismissing 
and  the  trjing  and  the  punishing  and  the  re- 
warding of  the  nou-commissiuncd  officers 
jnd  soldiers ;  but-,  as  to  the  management  and 
treatment  of  the  officers,  it  is,  according  to 
<jeneral  Frtzpatrick,  incompetent  to  meddle 
in  the  smalk^st  degree  j  tliough,  you  will  ob- 
serve, gentlemen,  that  this  same  honourable 
man,  ^^^  before  he  came  into  ofHce,  give 
notice  of  a  motion,  which  he  meant  to  make 
in  tlie  H^use  of  Commons,  touching   the 
treatment  of  officers  of  the  army,  and  even 
toudiing  the  treatment  of  tin's  very  Mr. 
Johnstone  J  and  why  did  be  give  that  notice, 
jf  ,lhe  restoring  of  that  gentleman  to  his 
.xanU  (the  withholding  of  which  from  him 
was  tbe  alleged  grievance)  was  **  not  a  fit 
f  subject  whereon  to  institute  a  discussion 
^'  in  parliament  ?*'  What  ^\d  he  mean  to  do 
fcythat  inotion?  He  must  >.ave  had  in  view 
somt  |>arliaixientary  enactment,  resolution^ 
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or  address,  which  would  have  had  for  its  ob- 
ject the  redress  of  Mr.  Johnstone*.s  griev- 
ance, or,  at  the  wry  least,  the  iNreventiou  of 
similar  grievances  in  future.     If  his  intended 
motion  had  not  one,  or  both  of  these  objects, 
the  inevitable  cpnclusion  is,  that  it  was  a 
motion  intended  merely  for  party  purposes ; 
n  motion  to  assist  in  harassing  the  then  mi'> 
n inters,    and    in    driving  them   from  their 
places.     In    the    reponed    spcex^h    above* 
quoted,  he  would  seem  to  affect  to  believe, 
that,  from  being  in  office,  he  has  been  abJs 
to  effect,  by  his  mere  influence,  that  which 
he  wished  the  parliament    lo    effect.     He 
says,  "  I  am  happy  to  inform  the  Hou$e, 
*'  that  the  practic-*  complained  of  will,  in 
*'  future,  be  discontinued.     The  Judge  Ad- 
*'  vocate  General  will  stdl  make  the  report 
"  of  tl>e  proceedings  of  Courts  Martial  to  the 
"  king  5  but,  the  decision  of  his  Majesty 
**  thereon  will,  in  future,  be  recciued  by  tht 
''  Cfmmander  in  Chief,  and  he,  ly  him  com* 
^*  munKiited  to  the  army.'*     Well,  and  what 
is  this  ?  What  has  this  alteration  done  for 
the  officers  oF  the  army  ?  The  decisions  oT 
the  king  used  to  l>e  conveyed  to  the  Duke  of 
York  by  the  Judge  Advocate  Gejieral,  and 
now  the  Duke  of  York  is  to  take  them  im- 
mediately ifom  the  king  himself.  A  mighty 
change  in(U»ed  !  General  Fitzpatrick  loJd  the 
House,  while  he  was  out  of  place,  that  h^ 
**  could  not  conceive  why  the  lives,  for-" 
"  tui^s,  and  characters  of  his  M.ijesty**  mi- 
"  litary  officers  should  not  be  entitled  to  as 
*■*  solemn  a  consideration  as  those  of  every 
"  other  subject  in  the  country.**     But,  i9 
this  pbject  now  effected  ?  Has  the  alteration, 
above-described  by  him,  rendered  the  mod« 
of  deciding,  in   these  cases,   wore  soUmn 
merely  by  causing  the  Judge  Advocate  Ge- 
neral 10  cease  to  convey  to  the  Duke  of  York 
the  decision  of  the  king  ?  Have  the  "  live'-, 
*'  fortunes,  x»nd  chariicters,'*  o^  tlie  office^  s 
of  the  arn^y  derived  any  security  from  tiii* 
jTlteraiion  ?     Thii    mere    alteration   in    the 
niotU;,   by  which  the  king's  dcci.sions  ore  to 
Ic  convoyed  from  the  king  to  the  a) my  ?j  ■      ■ 
But,  before  we  proceed  i;ny  ^rUier,  let  us 
see  the  whole    of  tliis    famous    general's 
speech,  as  it  stands  reported,  under  <he  date 
of  the  28th  ot  Juii<?,  JS05,  which  speech  I 
hjve  once  before  publishe<!,  but -which,  per- 
hap.s,  Gentlemen,  some  of  you  may  never 
have  read,    and  which   every  one  of  ypu 
should  read,  because  this  subject  [b,  of  all 
oliicrs,  the  roor.t  important. — "  I   riie,  Sir, 
*'  lo  mention  a  subject,  on  which  it  is  my 
'*  intention  hereafter  to  submit  a  motion  to 
*^  the  Ho«ae  ;  and  I  wish  to  take  the  pre- 
''  sent  opportunity  of  doing  so,  because  ft 
"  relates  to    that    miJitnry  admini^lxatioi^ 
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"  which  H  tQ  fortn  part  of  the  business  of 
'    this  day*^  discussion.    The  present  ad- 
*'  vanced  state  of  the  sessions  will  prevent 
*•  my  being  able  to  bring  forward  any  noo- 
"  tion,  though  I  with  it  much.    It  is,  how-. 
*'  ever,  a  subject  of  siich  extreme  importakee^. 
•'  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  take  8omt> 
**  notice  of  it.    The  House  may  be  assured 
"  I   shal>  state  it  in  form  on  a  future  oc- 
"  casion  and    as  early  as  fns^Me.     The 
*'  subject    consists    of  a    very  grass  and 
•'  alarming  evil ;— ono  which,  I  apj>rehend, 
**  has  but"  lately  crept  into  the  administra- 
"  lion  of  the  MiHtary  Law  of  this  country. 
"  I  trust,  the  practice  to  which  I  alKide  is 
*'  an  innovatio'n  of  not  many  years  standing. 
''  I  am  informed  it  is.     It  respects  the  exe- 
**  cution  of  the  duties  of  the  office  of  Judge 
"  Advocate  General  of  the  army.     I  find, 
*'  that  under  the  present  practice/  there  is 
•*  in  the  office  of  Judge  Advocate,  the  as- 
**.  sumption  of  a  power,  which  I  conceive 
*'  is  not  consistent  with  that  office,  and  Jiot 
"  warranted  bij  the  laws  an(t  constitution 
*'  of  this  country, — Every  gentleman  who 
*'  hears  me,  knows  how  great  the  extent  of 
*^  the  Royal  Prerogative  is  with  respect  to 
•'  the    Military    Government.     Every  one 
•*  knows  the  power  of  his  Majesty  to  dis- 
'•  miss,  without  a  Court  Martial,  any  person 
*'  who  bears  a  commission  in  the  army. — 
*'  I  should  be  the  last  man  to  call  in  ques- 
•'  tion  the  Royal  Prerogative  5  but  I  am 
*'  sure  r*o  man  will  contradict  me  when  I 
*'  say,    that  »  Prerogative  of  such  extent 
*'  ought  to  be  ei^rcised  under  the  advice  of 
•'  responsible  Ministers      The  law  of  this 
*'  country  enables  .his  Majesty  to  appoint 
"  Courts  Martial  for  military  oiiences.  The 
•'  law  places  in  his  Majesty  the  right  of 
"  confirming  or  remittmg  their  sentences, 
*'  but  I  do  not  believe  that  the  law  or  the 
*'  constitution  of  this  country  could  ever  in- 
•*  tend  that  tli«  officer  of  the  Crown,  in  the 
*^  exercise  of  such  a  prerogative,  should  be 
*'  the  Judge  Advocate  of  the  army.     I  be- 
''  lieve  he  is  at  present  the  sole  adviser  of 
f'  the  Crown.     1  believe  that  this  practice 
"  has  pre\'ailed  only  during  a  part  of  the 
•'  time  the  Right  Hon.  Baronet  has  been  in 
"  possession  of  it.— Formerly  the  transmis- 
"  sion  of  sentences  of  Courts  Martial  was 
**  through  the    office  of  the  Secretary  at 
*'  War.    The  Secretary  at  War  of  course 
*^  became  responsible  for  the  advice  he  gave. 
*'  With  respect  to  his  decision,  I  am  not 
•'  sure  that  I  think  that  was  sufficiently  so- 
*'  lemn*  for  a  decision' of  so  important  a 
*'  punt.     I  cannot  conceive  why  the  liveSy 
*'  fortunes,  and  characters  of  his  M:tiesty\K 
*'  military  officers,  should  not  be  entitled  to 
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*  as  solemn  a  consideration  as  those  of  every 

*  other  subject  in  the  country. — Every  one 
'  knows  that  llK)se  important  concerns,  a* 

*  they  affect  other  classes  of  his  Majesty  » 
'  sul^ects,  are  decided  by  his  Majesty  ii> 
'  Council.  I  think  the  same  solemnity 
'  ought  to  be  observed  with  regard  to  the 
'  Sentences  of  Courts  Martial  j   but  that 

*  will  be  a^jueslicn  for  future  consideration^ 
"  That  this  practice  di^s  prevail,  and  ha* 
"  been  attended  witJi  great  hardship  to  in- 
''  dividuals,  I  shall  be  enabled  to  shew  in  a 
'*  case  that  has  lately  ocairredy  and  has 
^'  spread  the  greatest  alarm  throughout  tlte 
'  whole  armg.  I  allude  to  the  case  of 
'  Colonel  Cocmbane  Johnston^,  a  geii* 
''  tieman,  who,  qfter  a  Trial  by  a  Court 
'*  Martini,  and  an  honourable  acquittal, 
''  has,  at  the  instance  of  tlie  Judge  Advo^ 
"  cate,.  been  expofed  io  the  penalties  and 
^'  punishment    attendant    upon  guilt. 

'*  This  is  what  I  shall  submit  to  Parliament. 
"  I  am  aware  that  an  appeal  from  the  Sen- 
'*  tence  of  any  Court  M^tial  to  this  House 
'^  is  a  delicate  question  >  but  in  the  present 
**  case  the  appeal  is  in  favour  of  the  Court 
'*  Martial,  and  seeks  redress  against  the 
"  effects  of  undue  ififluence.  I  beg  pardon 
*'  for  dwelling  so  long  on  the  subject.  S 
"  have  risen  to  give  this  notke,  and  /  shall 
"  bring  forward  the  motion  early  next  Ses* 
"  sions.  It  will  consist  of  two  branches  > 
*'  one  will  be  a  complaint  against  the 
"  exercise  of  lL«  offices  ^^^  other  will 
"  refer  to  the  means  of  defining  the 
**  power  of  the  officer,  and  will  suggest 
'*  some  provisions   a^    to  the  manner   of 

'*  his  conducting  himself  in  future."* 

Now,  gentlemen,  what  was  it  that  this  ho- 
nourable patriot  out  of  place  "  wished  «at  A" 
to  bring  forward  to  the  House  of  Commons } 
What  was  it  that  was:  of  '*  extreme  iTW^tor- 
portance  ?'*  What  was  it  that  was  "  a  gross 
and  alarming  evil?*'  What  was  it  that 
was  "  not  warranted  by  the  latvs  and  con* 
stitution  of  this  country  ?*'  V?hat'  -was  it 
that  had  **  spread  the  greatest  alarm  through* 
ou{  the  whole  army  ?"  Why,  forsooth,  as 
the  gallant  and  right  hotipv^^able  general  now 
tells  the  House,  it  was  the  practice  of  the 
Judge  Advocate  General  being  employed  <a 
convey  the  decisions  of  the  King  to  the  Duke 
of  York !  Merely  this  !  Jt  was  to  do  away 
this  practice,  that  the  honourable  man  no«r 
tells  the  House,  he  was  going  to  bring  for* 
ward  a  motion  consisting  ot"  two  bramhes.^* 
But,  the  honourable  man,  when  he  was  out 
of  office,  told  the  House^  that  the  concerns 
touching  the  li^es,  fortunes,  aiid  charactevs 
of  other  classes  of  his  Majesty's  snbjecu^ 
*'  were  decided  upon  by  the  King  in  Couu- 
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*'  cil ;  and,  that  he  thought,  the  same  so- 
"  lemnity  ought  to  bt  observed,  with  regard 
'*  to  the  8enteuces  of  Courts  Martial:*'  But,' • 
now,  behold, he  had  nothing  more  in  am- 
tetnplation  than  merely  an  alteration  in  the 
node  of  convening  the  deciwoos  ol'lh©  King 
to  the  Duke  of  York  ;  which  akeration,  he 
is  **  happy"  to  infornj  the  House,  will,  i« 
future,  take  place !— -Now,  gefitiemen,  as 
to  the  "  caittmnies,**  which  have  been  vented 
against  this  honourable  personage,  fbotigh  I 
have  never  seen,  or  heard  of,  any  such,  I 
admit  the  possibrlity  of  attribating  to  him 
acts  of  wick^ness  and  of  baseness  of  which 
he  has  iiot  been  guilty,  and,  of  course,  I 
am  ready  to  acknowledge,  that  calumnies  may 
have  been  vented  against  him ;  but,  while, 
I  unequivocally  make  this  acknowledgment, 
I  pasitively  deny,  that  I  ever  took  part  in 
such  calumnies,  having  never  done  any  thing 
more,  with  respect  to  him,  than  state  a  few 
plain  and  undeniable  facts>  «1aroely;  that, 
when  he  made  the  speech,  giving  notice  of 
his  motion  far  ihe  nejtt  sesaon,  he  was  out 
of  place  5  that,  sooi)  after  Parliament  met 
again,*  he  was  in  place ;  tliat,  soon  afief  he 
was  in  place,  he  gaj^e  hoti?je,  from  the 
Treasury  bench,  that  he  should  not  brin^ 
forward  the  motion,  of  which  he  had  given 
notice  from  the  opposition  bench ;  that  soon 
after  that  he,  who  had  sold  his  commission 
as  captain  in  the  guards  twenty  years  before, 
and  who  had  never  served  a  single  day 
since,  had  a  regiment  given  to  him,  worth 
about  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year ;  and. 
Anally,  that,  as  Secretary  at  War,  it  wss 
with  himself  to  sign  and  pass  his  accounts 
and  vouchers  as  colohel  of  a  regiment. 
These  are  plain,  undeniabje,  historical 
trnihs;  and,  untiisioch  truths  are  styled  ca,- 
lumny,  it  will  not,  I  anj  persuaded,  be  be- 
lieved that  I,  at  any  rate,  have  participated 
in  venting  the  cainmnies,  of  which  this  right 
honourable  person  is  reported  to  baye  com- 
plained.  rHere,  gentlemen,  I  should  take 

my  ieaye  ofthis  subject  j  but,  I  cannot  refrain 
from  sajrjng  a  word  or  two  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  news  papers  respecting  it.  They  have 
not  ptiblished  the  petition  of  Mr.  Johnstone, 
and  their  excuse  is,  that "  the  case  is  aheadjj 
**  before  the  public,**  Yes,  it  was  -ilready 
before  the  public,  though  not  in  the  same 
authentic  and  solemn  form  5  but,  what  had 
they  to  do  \yilh  placing  it  before  the  public  > 
Not  one  of  them  ever  made  any  publication 
oif  it  J  not  a  line  did  they  ever  insert  upon 
fhe  subject  -,  and,  had  not  this  \york  of  mine 
been  in  existence,  not  a  word  of  it  would 
the  nation  have  known  unto  this  dayj 
.  though,  during  the  time,  that  this  most  im- 
portant case  has  been  aying  aloud  for  pub- 


licity, the  columns  of  these  most  corrupt  * 
piiius  haye  been  daily  filled  with  quack-ad- 
vertiHemcnLs,  with  accounts  of  ministerial 
dintiers,  royal  airings,  an<l  paid-for  para- 
graphs in  prai«e  of  Madam  Catalani.  Yes, 
Qeutloraeii,  as  I  had  occasion  to  declare 
to  yn»i  dttring  the  hie  election,  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  ihe  proprietors  and  editors  of 
the<;«  prints  are  the  basest,  the  very  basest  of 
all  mankind,  their  hirers  only  excepted. 

The  next  subject.  Gentlemen,  to  which 
I  tm  desiroufiof  turning  your  attention,  your 
constant  attention,  h  one  which  was  fre- 
quently touched  upon  during  the  election  j 
1  mean,  the  Joreit^n  troops  now  fiiipport- 
ed  by  ui,  and  kept  up  and  quarter«d  in 
the  heart  of  our  country.  What  sentiments 
our  forefathers  entertained  upon  this  subgect,- 
and  in  what  language  they  thereon  remonr 
strayed  with  tkeir  sovereign,  you  will  have 
seeR  from  the  passage  winch  I  have  taken 
for  Bjiy  naotto.  Those  «endments  I  enter* 
Uin5  I  an»  confideat  you  entertain  them  5 
and,  I,  for  ray  part,  live  in  hopes  lOf  seeing 
a  Hdtue  of  Conamons,  by  whom  «ich  sentir 
ments  will  again,  in  such  );vDguage,  be  ex* 
pressed.— rln  order  that  we  may  have  « 
dear  view  of  the  matter  in  question^  let  uf 
first  hear  what  the  constitution  says  with 
respect  to  the  keeping  up  of  foreign  troopf 
in  this  country.  Mr.  Blackstone,  who^  as 
I  before  observed,  was  looking  o»t  for  t 
judgeship  when  be  wr^te  his  book,  has  the 
following  passage  upon  the  nature  o£  our 
constitution  as  relating  to  the  military.  '*  To 
"  prevent  tlic  executive  powder  from  being 
''  able  to  oppre»s,  says  Banm  Montesquieu, 
"  it  is  requisite  that  the  armies  with  which 
^'  it  IS  entrusted,  should  consist  of  the  pfCr- 
"  pie,  and  have  the  same  spirit  wi.li  the 
"  people;  as  was  tije  case  at  Rome  *tiU 
.*'  Marius  new-modelled  the  kgiops,  hye»- 
''  listing  the  rabble  of  Italy,  and  hid  the 
•*  fotindatiou  of  iUl  the  military  tyranny  that 
'f  ensued.  Nothing,  ichea,  according  to 
f*  these  principles,  ought  to  be  irore  guardr 
*f  ed  against  in  a  free  state,  th«n  making 
'^  the  military  power,  wh^n  «uch  aft  one  is 
"  necessary  to  be  kept  on  <foot,  a  budy  loo 
'••distinct  from  the  people,  i'ike  ours, 
^'  therefore'*  (I  beg  you  10  mark  this),  "  it 
**  should  wholly  be  composed  of  natural 
*'  sul'jtcls-f  it  ought  only  to  be  enlisted  foi 
"  a  short  an'd  limited  time}  tlie  soldit« 
"  should  live  intermixed  with  tlie  people  | 
^'  no  separate  tamp;  no  larracks;  no  in. 
*'  land  fortresses  should  be  allowed."  1  hU 
Mr.  Blackstone  died  some  years,  I  believt*, 
before  the  days  of  Pitt's  power ;  an  event 
very  much  to  be  regretted,  because  it  wonjc 
have  bee-u  sq  tllightful  lo  hear  him  jusij^ 
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(a>  he  certainly  would  have  done)  all  tli€;  in- 
troducing of  t'oie^gn  troops  and  all  the  camps 
and  barracks  of  Pitt  and  Delancey.     Bdt, 
li^e  we  havo  his  description  of  what  the 
constitution  was^  in  this  respect,  at  the  time 
when  he  wrote,  which  was  just  aboi^t.  tlie 
time  that  the  present  king  Ciime   to  the 
throne. — : — Not,  howe\cr,  to  the  opinions 
of  any  oi>e  are  we  to  confine  ourselves  -,  for, 
besides  the  evident  danger  and  disgrace  of 
having  foreign  troops  stationed  amoi>gst  us;* 
besides  the  absurdity  of  talking  about  {}opu- 
lar  freedom  in  a  country  where  the  king 
should  have  the  power  of  inticxiucing  foreign 
troops  Jit  h't»  pleasure, ;  the  act  of  settkujcirt, 
that  act  which  contains  the  coridilioos,  upon 
•which  the  crown  was  settled  upon  t}ie  pre- 
sent family,  expressly  provides  that  **  ik> 
•*  office  of  trust,  civil  or  militar}',  shall  ever 
*'  be  held  by  ainy  one,  who  is  not  a  i^ativeof 
*•  this  kingdom,  or  who  is  not  born  of  parents 
*'  natives  of  this  kingdom/*  So  that,  if  tliere 
were  any  do«btj  if  there  could  be  any  doubr,  as 
to  the  introducing  of  Ibreigu  soldiers,  it  is 
impossible  there  can  be  any  with  respect  to 
the  introducing  ^nd  keeping  up  of  foreign 
ojjiccrs.    Yet,  have  we  now  several  battali- 
ons of  foreign  soldiers  in  this  kingdom,  and 
these  soldiers  are  under   the  command  of 
foreign  ©iVrcers  loo,  which  foreign  officers 
do,  as  a  matter  of  course,  occasionally  take 
the  commund  in  tl)e  towns,  barracks,  and 
icamps  where  they  are  stationed,  and  must 
jiecessarily,  at  limes,  command  not  only  our 
Dative  Eoidiers  but  our  nati\e  ofHcers  also  ; 
^nd,  it  must  be  evident  to  you,  that  oar 
fortresses, '  our  dock-yards,  and  our* arse- 
nals, may  be  committed  to  their  guardiiin- 
ijhip.— -Gentlemen,    in    the- year    17^4, 
iotne    Hessians    were    landed  in   the  l.sle 
cf  Wight,    upon  the  ground   of  its  Ijeing 
dangerous  to  their  health  to  k(?ep  them  on 
board   of  ship^    unui  tlie  tirnc  when    the 
Tessels  would  sail,  they  being  desiiiied  tor 
Jbrefgn    service.     Ii>    consequence   of  that 
landing,    without   the  previous  ccjiisent  •of 
Parliar.ient,  Mr.  Grey  (now  J.crd  Howick) 
made  a  motion,  declaring  it  to  be  umon- 
«titutional  and  illegal  for  the  Kiiig  to  in^o- 
<iacc  foreign  troops  without  the  consent  oi 
Parliament  previously  obtained,  which  mo- 
tion was  supported  by  Mr.  Whilbread,  Lord 
-George  Cavendish,  Mr.  Francis,  Ivlr.  Ser- 
jeant Adair,  Mr.  Yorke,  Mr.  William  Smith, 
and  Mr.  Fox.     The  motion  was  opposed  by 
Pitt,  Ml  hose  majority,  of  course,  voted  against 
it.     Upon  this  ©ccasion  Mr.  Francis  said; 
'*  Not  a  word,  indeed,  does  the  i:iU  fff  rights 
"  contain  about  introducing  a  foreign  army. 
"  Tiie  men  who  framed  it,  did  not  suppose 
f  it  p03:>ib]e;  that  it  cookl  ever  enter  into 


"  an  English  heart  to  maintain,  tliat  the 
*'  King,  by  his  prerogative,  could,  in  any 
"  circumstance,  bring  a  foreign  force  into 
"  Great  Britain,  without  the  consent  ot 
"  Parliament,  fixit,  a  distinction  is  taken, 
*'  which  is  supposed  tp  be  prodigiously  ma- 
*'  lerial.  The  ministers  cannot  introduce 
"  foreign  trooj)s  in  time  of  peace.  What 
**  does  this  signify  ?  They  assert,  that  the 
*'  King  can  make  war  when  he  pleases,  and 
V  in  time  of  war  he  can  introduce  foreign 
•'  troops  )  so  that,  if  this  doctrine  be  sound, 
•'  he  can  introduce  foreign  troops' when  he 
"  pleases.  If  it  tela  wfiil,  on  that  gromid, 
*'  to  bring  in  four  ihousahd  Hessians  to-day, 
*'  why  not  ten  thousand  Austrians  to-mor- 
'*  row>  and  twenty  thousand  Russians  thf 
*'  day  following  }  A  base,  corrupt,  imcl 
**  abjbct  people,  when  once  they  are  pro- 
**  perly  frightened,  will  submit  to  any 
"  thing  for  the  sake  of  being  defended, 
•'  The  English  nation  will  be  threatened 
"  with  a  Freiich  invasion,  and,  instead  of 
"  being  Called  upon  to  defend  themselves, 
*'  will  be  told,  that  they  may  be  per- 
*'  ffctly  quiet,  for  that  tlie  King  has  subsi- 
**  dized  an  army  of  Germans,  »nd  will  take 
"  care  to  protect  them,  without  giving  them 
**  any  further  trouble.  1  trust  that  English- 
"  men  will  kwk  a  little  to  the  conclusion  of 

*'  this  doctrine,  before  it  be  too  late.*' ■ 

These  were  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Francis, 
now,  alas  !  jS'*V  Phi/ip  !  Bat,  he  orghl  to 
be  spared  for  tiie  sake  of  what  he  has  done 
in  times  past.  He  Iws  left  us  (for  I  regard 
him  as  defunct)  many,  very  many  excellent 
maxims  and  arguments  j  and  to  him  ve 
owe  those  statements,  without  which  we 
were  unable  prohi;ibty  to  think  upon  sub- 
jects connected  with  that  grand  scheme  of 

plunder  and  <:»uelty,  the  East- Indies. ;In 

returning  to  the  subject  of  tho  Hanoveri4in 
troops,  you  will  perceive,  gentlemen,  thnt 
iheronsent  of  Pailiament  has  heen  otUiined 
inthiscairC,  <;r,  nt  least,^  Acts  of  Parliaraciit 
have  been  pass<  d  auiliorizing  the  raising  and 
the  keeping  tip  of  these  troops.  But,  this 
docs  not  do  a  way  my  objeciion  to  it  j  for, 
gcritlemcn,  to  wliat  measure  did  Pitt  or  any 
otijerjninihter,  of  late  days,  ever  fail  in  oh' 
tnining  the  consent  of  Parliament ^  The 
Act  of  Settkmenl  provides,  that  no  foreigner 
shall  hold,  in  this  kingdom,  any  place  of 
iruit,  civil  or  military  j  and,  to  suppose 
that  this  meant  to  exclude  fore^n  oHiCi^rs 
from  oar  army,  while  it  left  room  for  tlie  in- 
troducing of  both  ibreif  n  officers  and  foreign 
troops  into  tlie  nation,  there  to  remain  esta- 
bhbhed,  is  an  absurdity  not,  for  one  mo- 
ment, to  be  tolerated.— — The  expense  of 
these  Haiicvcriaiis  is  cnormout,  in  proper- 
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tlon  to  f hf ir  numbers.     Bj  an  Act  past  in 
the  year  J804,  the  King  was  aullwrized  to 
false  foreign  troops,  not  exceeding  in  num- 
ber 10  thousand  men,  nnd  albo  to  grant 
cwnmissions  to  foreigners  to  serve  as  officers 
or  as  en^eers.     A«d,  liere  we  wilt  stop, 
ftrr  a  moraenl,  gemfemen,  just  to  observe; 
-diat,  by  this  act,  tliat  ^nirt  ot  <tbe  Act  of 
Sett]cm>ent,  above  spoftcen  of,  was,  in  effect, 
repealed.     That  the  Parliament  had  jwwet- 
<o  repeal  it,  i  do  not  deny  ;  but,  then,  we 
^ugbt  iierer  to  be  told  of  tlieir  wa-xt  of  power 
4o  do  anff  Mftg,  in  the  way«of  making  laws. 
ff  tliey  could  repeal  tlvis,  io  hs,  the  moat  ira- 
fortatrt  part  of  an  act,  which  contained  the 
conditions  upon  which  tlie  crown  was  sot^- 
fled  on  the  present  family,  they  swrel-y  had 
<he  power  to  eftord  Mr.  Johnstone  redress,^' 
and,  bylaw,  effl*ctually  to  jjrovtde  against 
similar  grknances   in  future?     TWs  must 
1)6  allowed  us,  unless  it  be  cbnlemicd,  that 
4be  Pariianient  caa  do  away  n©  anotent  pro- 
vision, eKcepiing  oivly    snob  provision*  a« 
were  made  tor  the  protection  of  oar  liber- 
ties and  life*.     That  there  may  be  bo  hired 
aim-j:«;obln,  Jio  scribbling  slave,  to  mail- 
<ain  this  lodt-ntentkHied  proposition,  I  shall 
not  assert  ;  but,  I  am  very^ieFtajn,  thutyou, 
at  least,  \tould reject  it  wtth  indignation. — 
I'he  !0  th.0U3and  Hanoverians,  which  were 
«iuhorizcd  to  be  raised  by  the  Act  of  1&04, 
receiwd  an  addition  to  their  numbers  laet 
^ear,  wl)en,  o*i  the  22d  of  March,  anothex 
«ct  was  p;t  ssed,  authorizing  the  King  to  aug- 
«aent  the  number  to  lO'thouwiMl.    This  is  a 
iirettyli  ule  artijy  of  foreigners  fcfr  us  tobave  in 
tbe  heart  (#f  our  coun»ry ;  for  the  act  eicpresftlf 
-tnthorises  fht»  king  to  keep  up  1^  thousand 

of  tliem  irlthin  this  kingdom! In  the  ac- 

coaut^,  hHd  liefore  the  Htnise  of  Commons, 
of  the  di>»po»ing  of  the  public  money  for  the 
year  tBO.^  (which  is  the  last  account  of  that 
^rt  tliat  lias  yet  been  laid  before  the  House.)," 
the  sum  ex.pt;:ided  upon  the  Foreign  Troops 
in  that  y^^ar^  is  stated  at  /^85 1,350.  >\»bicU, 
supposing  the  whole  of  the  ten  thousand 
Jnea  to  have  been  enH,sled  before  the  corfj- 
meii/^ement  of  that  year,  aud-fiiapposing  them  • 
to  have  been  effective  for  every  day  in  the  ; 
year,  makes  rather  more  than  85  pounds,  2 
shillings,  and  sixpence  ibr  one  year  for  each 
tnsin  !  Now,  mark  the  contrast:  it  isttaied,  ' 
in  the  same  account,  that,  the  sum  for  de- 
fraying the  charge^ /or  the  same  year,  of  135 
thousand  fffective  British  troops  including 
Crfficer's  pay  and  all  allowances  whatever, 
amounted  to  ^4,635,188.  So  fhat,  you 
<ee,  supposing  tliere  to  have  been  K)  thou- 
■  sand  et&ctKe  Hanoverians  during  the  whole 

of  the  year,  this  10  thousand  men  cost  us  ^ 
*  nearly  ov\efjfth  parX  zs  much  as  ia5  thou- 
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sand  of  our   own   coimtrymen    cost  usj 
though  the  nuniber  oi  the  Ibrmor  is  not  a 
thirteenth  part  of  that  of  the  latter.     I  am 
not  supposing,  that  tlie  Hanoverians  actnally 
receive  higlutr  pay  than  out  own  Boldiers ; 
but,  tbe  various  extra   expensed  attending 
them  have  been  so  great;  and,  indeed,  $o 
thnt  wearecQiK^lled  to  pay  the  money,  it 
is  cf  iitile  consequence  who  podcets  or  de- 
vours K.     Yet,  gentlemen,  not  one  single 
member  of  parliament,  not  one  single  man 
amongsT  those,  whom  the  king  called  *'  his 
fairbful.'Commons,"  sakt  a  woni  against  this 
charge ;  no,  nor  did  any  one,  that  1  have 
ever  heard  of,  a^  a  <j«iestion^bout  the  raat- 
terl-— — What  do  we  want  with  tliesc  fo- 
reigners? What  oecessity  is  therefor  tbeir 
4)eing  kept  up  hew-?  Are  yoaj  are  any  of 
ns^  is  (here  A  man  amongM  us  so  intolerably 
base  as  to  allow,  ^but  die  people  of  this  king- 
dom are  sBch  wretched  co^iarda  as  for  it  (to 
be  unsafe  to  entrust  the  defence  of  %h»a 
-country  to  ikomselves  ?  If  these  Hanoverians 
were,  indeed,  bired  by  us  to  be  sent  to  the 
WcH  or  the  East  Indies,  or  to  Gidrmltar,  in 
order  to  spare  the  lives  of  our  native  troops, 
•I  should  have  much  less  objection  to  tixeir 
being  raised  and  kept  up ;  but,  not  a  man  of 
them,  ikat  I  h^  beard  of,  has  been -sent 
upon  any  such  service.    Their  own  (osuirtry 
has  been  ^)ver-4:un9  4md  is,  at  Ibis  moment, 
'^ctuaHy  in  tine  possession  ^  the  iFreaoh. 
Where  were  they  when  Hhe  French  took  pos- 
session of  their  country^    That  they  cHd  not 
not  sacrifice  tlieir  litfes  in  defence  of  it,  we 
'know  5  and  3,  lor  my  part,  have  never  beard 
of  any  battles  that  they  >fought  in  its^defence. 
The  newspapers  did,  indeed,  inform  ns,  that 
the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  "  widi  no  kss  fone- 
"  sight  than  bravery,  brought  off  the  plate 
"  from  Hanover,"  and  Judged  it  safely  \u 
England;  ta  the  great  ^disappointment  and 
'mortfi6caii(»i,«)o  doabt,  of  l^ose  merciless 
plunderers,  thefnBBch^  but,  even  these  \'e- 
hicles,  so  fruitful  in  accounts  «f  battles,  ne- 
ver told  us  of  any  batlles  that  were  fought  in 
Hanoiver,   which  seems  to  have   passed  a« 
<]uietly  umler  tbe  yoke  of  ^France,  as  if  there 

had  not  been  a  single  soldier  m  it. lii 

taking  anotiier  view  of  this  introduction  of 
foreign  troc^,  I  beg  leave,  by  way  of  preli- 
minary to  observe  to  you,  that  there  has  late- 
ly sprung  up  amongst  us,  a  philosopher  of 
the  name  of  Maltbus,  who,  from  his  senti- 
ments, one  would  suppose  to  be  a  Grerman 
too,  and  who  contends^,  that  the  great  cause 
of  pauperism  and  of  riiisery  in  ibis  country, 
is,  the  strperebundance  of  its  population; 
wherefore  lie  recommends,  as  the  sole  eifec- 
tual  remedy,  iht  pre^ienting^  by  one  means 
or  anotherjthe.labourin^peopleyr^m  having 
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so  wavy  children.  Now,  gentlemen,  iGstead 
of  this,  I  should  recommend  the  sending  of 
rW  the  Jews  and  Italians  and  Negroes  and 
Germans  and  other  foreigners  out  of  the 
country;  and,  of  course,  I  should,  were*  it 
only  upon  this  ground,  taking  its  solidity  for 
granted,  strenuously  object  to  tlie  bringing 
of  16  thousand  Hanoverians,  with  all  their 
wives  and  children,  into  it ;  especially  when 
I  reflect,  that  every  article,  which  goes  to  the 
clothing  and  the  feeding  and  the  lodging  and 
the  wai  ining  of  Uiem,  must  be  produced  by 
our  labour,  they  having  been,  brought 
amongst  us  for  purposes  far  different  from 
that  of  partaking  in  our  toil.  Widely  dif- 
ferent, however,  apj)car  to  be  the  sentiments 
of  many  other  persons  in  this  country,  some 
of  whom  scruple  Mi  to  justify  tlie  introduc- 
tion of  the  Hanoverian  troops ;  the  placemen 
and  taxga;herers  applaud  it  in  unqualified 
t2rms ;  and,  even  amongst  the  officers  uf  the 
-army  (to  such  a  degree  does  sycophancy  pre- 
vail) we  find  some,  who,  like  Captain  Mei* 
lish,  of  Covent-Garden  notoriety,  stick  enor- 
.  mous  whiskers  upon  their  feces,*  with  no 
other  rational  view  tlian  that  Of  being  taken 
for  Hanoverians, 

The  third  subject,  and  the  last,  upon 
which  I  propose  to  address  you,  at  present, 
is,  tke  toasts  at  the  last  dinner  given  to  Sir 
.  Francis  Burdett,  relating  to  which  toasts,  I 
hare  received  two  letters,  the  substance  of 
the  former  and  the  whole  of  the  latter  I  will 
lay  before  you.  A  gentleman,  who,  with 
that  degree  of  self-complacency,  which,  in 
.  f  ich  cases,  is  very  common,  if  not  very  al- 
lowable, calls  himself  "  A  TE UK  Esglish- 
*'  WAN,"  tells  me,  that,  for  many  yearn,  he 
has,  with  pleasure  and  attention  read  my 
•  llegiater,  and  has,  with  few  exceptions,  ad- 
mired it,  and  especially  those  parts  thereof, 
.wherein  I  have  detected  and  exposed  error, 
.  peculation,  and  corruption,  in  every  depart- 
ment of  the  government;  that,  the  unshaken 
loyalty  whidb  I  so  strongly  expressed  during 
the  years  1803"4,  and  5,  did  m«  great  credit, 
and  that  he  trusts,  that  my  sentiments,  in 
this  respect,  are  unaltered  5  that  he  has,  how- 
ever, with  some  concern,  remarked,  that,^ 
since  I  have  so  warmly  eiipoused  the  cause 
of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  these  eftusions  of 
loyalty  have  not  been  so  frequent  j  that,  ?ir 
Francis  Burdett  may  mean  well,  but,  that  his 
patriotism  is  too  strongly  marked  with  party 
madness ;  that  he  is  convinced,  that  1  retaiq 
the  most  ardent  affection  for  our  belo^fed 
king,  in  wiiose  defence  every  tnic  English- 
man would  slied  the  last  drop  of  his  blood, 
an  I  that,  therefore^  be  is  surprised,  that  I 
ha^e  not  expressed  my  abhorrence  of  the 
idiabolicsl  ^ud  '^  blaspbomouii**  sentiment 
l^lVcimili?,  i 


contained  in  <1)C  toast,  '*  our  sovereign,  thi 
"  Majesty  of  the  people,**  which  sentiment 
none  but  a  traitor  would  utter  in  this  coun- 
try 5  that,  as  I  animadvert  so  freely  upon  the 
conduct  of  the  greatest  man  this  country  ever 
produced  (the  late  Mr.  Pitt),  *'  to  whose  ad- 
''  ministration  we  o^e  our  existence  as  a 
"  nation  and  all  that  we  have  enjoyed,  do 
"  c'njoy,  or  expect  to  enjoy,"  he  trusts  that 
I  will  no!  be  silent  upon  ihe  subject  of  the 

toast. Such  is  the  first  letter}  and,  to  be 

sure,  if  one  can,  with  perfect  propriety,  ap- 
ply the  epithet  blasphemous  to  a  political 
sentiment,   it  is  that  very  sentiment,  with 
which  this  letter  concludes ;  for,  gentlemen, 
what,  upon  matters  of  politics,  can  be  utter- 
ed, more  offensive  and  more  insulting  to  the 
God  of  truth,  than  to  ascribe  our  existence 
as  a  nation,  together  with   all  our  enjoy- 
menrs,  past,  present,  an.d  to  come,  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  that  .man>  who  found  the  na- 
tion secure  against  all  the  world  and  conspi- 
cuously powerful  when  compared  with  her 
natural  enemy,  and  who  left  her  in  jeopardy 
every  hour,  while  that  enemy,  having  con- 
quered  two-thirds  of  Eurx^pe^,  having  got 
possession  of  all  her  coasts,  from  the  Baltic 
to  the  Adriatic,  was,  at  the  moment  when 
bis  administration  ceased  with  his  breath, 
actually  in  possession  of  the  capital  of  Aus- 
stria,  the  unfortunate  sovereign  of  which  bad 
been  urged  to  war  by  that  very  man  ;  that 
man  wh  )  found  the  annual  charge  upon  us 
for  the  national  debt  9  millions,  and  who 
left  that  charge  increased  to  29  millions;  that 
man  who  found  the  annual  poor-rates  at  2 
•  millions,  and  who-  left  them  at  6  millions ;  - 
that  man  who  lent  5^40,t)00.  of  the  public 
money,  secretly  to  two  members  of  his  ina- 
jority  in  parliament,  who  lent  it  thus  with- 
out interest,  and  without  making  the  trans- 
action known   to  his  colleagues,  01  making 
any  record  or  minute  thereof;  that  roan, 
who,  in  the  very  last  year  of  his  life,  added 
nearly  a  million  to  the  national  debt  in  grants 
of  new  pensions  and  largesses  to  bis  adhe- 
rents 5  and,  n©t  to  weary  you  with  the  enu* 
meration,  who  kept  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act, 
the  act  which  was  framed  for  the  security  of 
the  persons  of  Englishmen,  suspended  for 
seven  years  ^t  a  time,  and  v.  bo  caused  to  be 
prosecuted,  as  traitors,  m^  whom  the  juries 
acquitted,  and  who  were,  from  the  Bench, 
declared  to  have  sought  notliing  but  that  ve- 
ry reform,  which  this  man  himself  had  in- 
sisted upon  as  being  absolutely  neces;iary  to 
the  existence  of  the  nation.    Jf,  Gentlemen, 
there  be  any  thing,  upon  a  political  subject, 
which  can  properly  be  called  blasphemous, 
it  assuredly  is,  the  ascribing  to  such  a  man 
our  existence  as  a  nation,  ,togeiJ^pr  with  all 
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our  enjo^meats,  past,  present,  and  to  coroe. 
But,  Gentlemen,  of  recrimination  we  stand 
not  in  need  -,  nor  will  I  ask  this  gentleman, 
who  so  much  admired  the  ardour  of  my  loy- 
alty b  1S03-4,  and  5«  whether  he  did  not, 
during  the  whole  of  those  years>  with  very 
little  intermission »  find  a  considerable  part 
of  every  week's  Register  taken  up  in  their- 
teciing  and  exposhig  of  this  very  Mr.  Pitt  \ 
and,  durit^  the  same  years,  the  very  same 
years^  in  defending  the  conduct  (f  Sir  Francis. 
Burdett.  I  will  waive  these  questions,  and 
come  at  once  to  the  toasts  which  is  no  other 
than  the  very  toast,  which  was  formerly 
given  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  who  is  npw  a 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  a  Privy  Councillor, 
which  was  drunk  the  other  day  at  the  rump 
of  the  Whig-.Clai)  by  one. of  the  kings 
"  confidential  servants,"  and  to  which  I 
have,  at  a  time  like  thi%  no  other  objection^ 
than  that  it  is  not  of  plain  and  unequivocal 
meaning,  which  e^'ery  tiling  ought  to  t>e 
that  comes  from  the  lips  of  honest  poll ti- 

.  cians. Of  the  only  two  remaining  points 

that  I  have  to  take  notice  in  this  letter  the 
first  Is,  that  it  is,  of  all  things  in  the  world, \ 
the  most  unjust  to  accuse  Su*  Francis  Bur- 
dctt  of  "  parly  rage-"     Em-aged  he  may 
well  be  at  seeing  what  is  dailv  passing  under 
his  eyesi    but,  as  to  parties,   though  we 
have  seen  many,  we  have  never  vet  seen 
one,  that  was  not,  at  the  bottom,,  nostllc  to 
him;  and,  for  the  best  of  all  possible  reasons, 
gentlemen,  they  being  ail  bent  upon  fattening 
out  of  the  public  money,  and  he,  in  the  opi- 
nions of  all  men  of  all  classes,  being  known 
to  bfe  opposed  to  such  fattening.     The  other 
point  relates  to  the  shedding  0?  the  last  drop 
of  every  true  Englishman's  blood  in  support 
•  of  the  King;  and  first  I  would  ask,  this  true 
Englishman,  whether  he  has  perceived,  that 
.  there  is  any  want,  at  present,  of  such  sup- 
port )    The  King  has  about  two  hundred 
thousand  gentlemen  in  red  and  blue  coats, 
OT  rather,'  jackets,  to  support  him ;  and,  of 
these,  sixteen   thousai^d    are  Hanoverians. 
These  gentlemen  have  nothing  else  to  do 
but  to  support  him  and  his  officers  and  his 
kingdom  i  and,  under  such  circumstances, 
it  d€)es  really  seem  quite  uncalled  for,  if  not 
impertinent,  in  a  grey-coated  individual  to 
thrust  himself  fon^'ard  with  vows  of  devotion 
.  and  sacrifice.     When  this  true  Englishman 
perceives  any  falling  off  in  .  the  power  and 
influence  of  the  crown  j  gvhen  he  sees  a 
Parliament  so  sturdy  as  to  compel  the  King 
to  give  his  sanction  to  acts  of  which  he  dis- 
approves 5  nay,  when  he  sees  him  giving  up 
any  point  however  loudly  and  wheucesoever 
called  for,  then,  indeed,  bis  vows  of  devotion 
nx'jty  possibjjr  b^  reasonable  ai>d  naanly  j  but. 


as  things  now  stand,  the  King  is,  happily, 
able  to  take  care  of  himself^  he  has  a  nu* 
merous  and  well  appointed  army;  his  chiU 
dren  are  all  amply  pensioned  \  one  of  his 
sons  is  the  Commander  in  Chief;  his  other 
sons  have  great  commands;  and  he  has 
the  absolute  power  of  cashiering,  at  plea- 
sure, any  one,  or  all,  of  the  officers  who 
are  the  cernent  of  a  force  which  costs  the 
nation  eighteen  millions  a  year.  Tliese  are 
not  the  marks  of  iinpotence,  I  take  it ;  and, 
therefore,  1  once  more  h^g  nay  friend  the 
true  Englishman  to  keep  his  vows  of  devp-  , 
tion  to  himself,  lest  he  expose  himsdf  to 
rldiciUe  and  contempt,  as  being,  not  the 
supporter  cf  the  weat,  but  one  who  shouts 

*\hu7ji,a  for  t!ie  strongest*' ^llie  otlier 

letter  complains  of  a  sin  of  commission,  on 
my  part,  and  is,  as  you  will  perceivt ,  written 
in  the  true  spiiit    of  '^  inquisitor,    or   ra- 
ther, of  one  of  those  despicable  wtetchcs, 
upon  whom  we  may  naturally  suppose  the 
secret-rscrvice  money  to    be    expended.—- 
*'  In  your  Register,"  says  he,  "Vol.  XL 
•'  page  23(5,  you  say  :  the  omission  to  drink 
"  the  King's  health  was  a  mere  matter  of 
"  taste.     The  company  [at  Sir  Frapcis  Bur- 
**  dett's  dinner]  did  not  choose  to  do  it,  and 
*'  they  scorned  to  le guilty  of  hypocrisy.     Jt 
"  appears,  to  me,  that  you  menu,  by  these 
'*  two  sentences,  taken  wim  the  context, 
"  to  say,  that,  as  the  company  did  not  feel  a 
*'  wish  for  the  continuance  of  the* King's 
"  health,  they  scorned  to  be  such  hypocrites 
'^  as  to  expre«8  a  wish  they  did  not  feel.     If 
"  you    are  t\ie  J  air,    impartial  man   you 
'*  profess  to  be,  you  will  insert  this  letter, 
'*  and  give   me  an  unequivocal  answer  to 
"  the  two  following  questions :   1st,  is  my 
'*  construction  of  your^meaning  a  just  one? 
"  2d,  Were  you  one  of  the  1,500  persons, 
'^  present  at  Sir  Francis  Eurdett's  dinner, 
"  who  scorned  the  hypocrisy  of  expressing 
"  a  wish  for  the  continuance  of  the  King's 
"  health  ? — I  have  paid  the  postage  of  this 
*'  letter,  in  order  that  you  may  have  no 
"  y\st  excfjse  for  refusing  the  insertion  of  it. 
•' . — I  am.  Sir,  your's,  &c.  D.  R.  A.    Clif- 
"  ton,  23d  Feb.  IS07/' First,  gentle- 
men, let  me  hope,  that  you  will  join  me  in 
admiration  of  the  reasonableness  of  this  man, 
who  insinuates  that  I  shall  have  no  just  pre- 
tensions to  fairness  and  impartiality,  unless 
I  publish  a  charge,  against  you  and  myself, 
of  being  almost,  if  not  quite  traitors  in  our 
hearts ;  and  this  charge  preferred,  too,  by 
one,  who  dares  not  put  his  name  at  the  bot- 
tom of  It.     So  far  au)  I  from  thinking,  that 
fairness  and  impartiality  demand  an  inser- 
tion, in  such  a  case,  I  am  flilly  persuaded, 
that  I  should  be  justi£ed  in  causing  ttic  letter 
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to  be  posted  np  at  Qiftjn,  and  advertising 
to  find  out  the  black-hearted  spy,  who  is  the 
author  of  it,  and  to  whose  pocket  I  dare 
venture  to  say,  I  should  be  able  to  trace 
some  part  of  the  taxes  raised  upon  us.  But, 
gentlemen,  tfcere  is  nothing  that  we  do,  or 
that  we  wrsh,  that  ne^d  be  disguised';  and, 
therefore,  though  I  protest  against  the  right 
of  any  i»an  Xq  question  nieas  to  my  thoughts -, 
though  that  is  a  species  of  inquiry  which 
<even  the  infamous  twelve  tables  of  Rome 
would  not  have  warranted,  I  will  answer  the 
two  questions  of  this  spy  with  perfect  undis- 
fiuise.  '  You  will,  however,  perceive,  that 
be  assumes,  as  admitted,  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  first  question,  that  which  the  first  ques- 
tion is  inteoded  to  iiscertaFn  the  truth  of. 
The  questions,  stripped  of  this  iissumption, 
^re:  ist,  wli ether  his  be  a  right  construc- 
tion of  toy  meaning ;  that  is  to  say,  whether 
i  regard  you  ai»  having  tacitly  declared,  that 
kfou  did  not  Jetl  a  wish  for  the  continuance 
of  the  King*s  health :  and,  2d,  whether,  I 

myself  was  at  the  dinner. ^To  both  tlie^e 

questions  I  might  give  an  answer  vbl  the  sin- 
gle syllable,  KO  -,  biat,  thcit  does  not  satisfy  ' 
me.  Not  only  did  I  not  r^g.ird  you  as  hav- 
ing tacitly  declared,  that  you  did  not  feel  a 
wish  for  the  continuance  of  the  King** 
liealtbj  but, -I  declared,  that  your  omiting 
to  driui  the  health  was  *a  mere  matter  of 
iaste  I  and,  I  added,  that,  to  make  it  a  rule 
to  drink  this  health,  upon  all  occasions,  was 
.  the  sure  way  to  bring  the  thing  into  con- 
teoipt,  puttine  it  upon  a  level  with  the 
^'  God-iave-the^kiitg^  of  a  market- town 
bell-man,  who,  with  that  loyal  and  pious 
invocation  coni*ludes  his  notices  relative  to  a 
<log*s  being  lost,  or-theuKexpected  Arrival  of 
fresh  herrings.  But,  gentlemen,  I  will  evade 
noihiog,:  1  will  suppose  (he  giving  of  this 
toast  to  be  a'ftiatter  o^  sentiment;  I  will 
suppose,  that  the  hii-ed  anti-jacobins,  the 
placenaen,  and  the  tax-gatherers,  when  they 
give  it,  do  ivally  feel  something  more  than 
the  bell-man  afcresnid;.and,  proceeding  upon 
thissuppoiition,  let  me  ask,  whether  the  toast 
Implies  any  wisii  at  all  about  the  //cd///z  of  the 
King?  r have  sometimes  thought,  indeed, 
'  that,  amongst  tliose,  who  are  quite  as  well 
off  under  tlie  p^-esent  king,  as.  (hey  possibly 
can  be,  I  have  observed  the  (oast  to  be  un  • 
derstuod  literally  j  nay,  I  have  thought,  that, 
now-and-thea,  there  was  not  a  little  malice^ 
towards  another  person,  mixed  with  thi^ 
w  ish  ibr  the  continuance  of  the  King's 
health.  But,  gentlemen,  you  and  I,  who . 
know  nothing  of  the  King  but  what  all  the 
world  knows ;  who  cannot  possibly  enter- 
tain l(i*vards  him  any  feeling  of  a  mere  per- 
sonal nature;  who  know^tbat  he;  as  \vell aa 


ourselves,  is  born  to  die ;  wfco,  haring  "to 
particular  Interests  at  stake  upon  his  life* 
cannot  possibly  feel  any  anxiety  abont  his 
health,  other  than  that  which  public  copsi- 
JtVatious  may  create  :  we,  gentlemen,  j^iien 
we  give  tlie  King's  health,  as  it  is  calred, 
give  it,  not  as  a  sign  of  our  wishes  about 
that  liealth  ^  miuih  less  as  a  mark  dt  iovaity, 
that  is,  of  our  fidelity  to  the  King  j  for,  to 
employ  the  toast  in  this  latter  sense  would 
be  to  admit  the  necessity  of  ^ivin^  $onae 
proof,  or  sign,  of  our  not  being  traitors. 
No,  gentlemen,  when  we  jgive  this  toast, 
we  give  it    as    a  voluntary  expression  of 
our  admiration  of  the  conduct  of  tlie  kingj 
and,  gentlemen,  I  Will  dedare,  ra  spHe  of 
the  insi;xuatk)hs  of  this  spy,  that,  though  my 
loyalty  to  the  king  is  un^-haken,  though  f 
would  go  as  far  as  any  man  in  the  kingdom 
in  the  defence  of  all  his  just  rights  and  pre- 
rogatives, and  of  course,  in  defence  of  his 
person  if  necessary,  and  for  which  ri^ts  and 
person  I  hope  he  wUi,  in  the  day  of  need, 
have  better  defenders  than  spies,  hired  anfi- 
jacobins,    place-men,     and    tax-gatherers; 
though  I  always  have  been,  and  ahyays  am, 
truly  loy.ll,  I  will  declare,  that,  since  the 
afl^air  of  Mr.Cochi*ane  Johnstone,  since  the 
introduction  of  so  many  Hanoveriah  soldiers, 
and  shice  an  act  was  passed  e\emptm^  the 
king's  fonded  property  from  the  iincomc  tax, 
while  a  tJix  of  ten  pounds  in  the  hundred  ;is 
laid  upon  the  inc(;me  of  every  one  of  bis 
subjects,  down  to  fifty  pounds  a  }-car,  not 
excepting  tl^  incomes  of  those  wiio  derive 
t!iem  from  labour,  study,  or  fi'om  venturing 
their  lives  in  the  army  or  the  navy  j  since 
I  hav©  seen  these  things,  gentlemen,  and 
some  others  that  I  could  mention,  I  will  de- 
clare, that  1  have  hot  felt  quite  so  much  of 
that  admiration.     But,  because  this  is  the 
state  of  my  mind,;  because  1  do  not  choose 
voluntarily  to  come  fi>rward  with  expressions 
of  my  admiration  of  the  kind's  conduct,  am 
I  to  be  suspected  of  disloyalty  9    Am  1  to 
be  represented  as  a  person  who  wijihes  to 
destroy  the  kingly  government  ?     Am  I  to 
be  loaded  with  the  reproach  of  endeavouring 
to  thraw  my  country  into  confusion  ?     Ve- 
rily, gentlemen,  reproach  so  iracandid  and 
unjust  is  not  the  means  by  which  loyally  is 
likely  to  be  cherished  and  preserved.- 
Now,  as  to  the  2nd  question,  ivh^ther  I  was 
nt  the  dinner,  I  was  not  at  it ;    but,  though 
I  was  not  there  in  person,   my  heart  was 
with  you  J    and,  I  am*not  sorry  that  an  op- 
portunity has  been  afforded  me  «f  thus  ptib* 
licly  informins;  you,  that,  though  at  so  great 
a  distance,  and  though  I  could  not  have  left 
home  without  great  inconvenience  for  abov& 
two  or  three  days,  1  should  bare  gone  to 
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London  for  the  express  purpose,  hadi  not  i 
your  dinner  been  given  upon  the  anniversary 
of  a  day  which  f  had  theretofore  kept  as  a 
sort  of  festival,  and  which  1  could  not  have 
left  unVept  upon  the  occasion  and  for  the 
"Tcafon  referred  to,  without  assuming  to  my- 
self a  degr'^  of  political  importance  lar 
greater  than  tliat  to  which  1  could  think 
royself  entitled.-: — My  inquisitorial  corres- 
pondent is  now,  I  hope,  aiiswered.  Any  re- 
marks that  he  may  choose  to  make  under. 
liis  real  name,  certified  to  be  his  real  name 
ty  some  reputable  j^erson  known  to  me, . 
1  will  insert  in  my  Itcgi^ter  j  but,  any  repe- 
tiiiun  cif  hli  anonymous  charges  or.  insinua- 
tions 1  shall  treat  with  silent  contempt. 

In  my  next  letter,  I  intend  doing  myself 
the  honour  of  addressing  ^'ou  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  proceedings,  in  the  liouse  of 
Comnwns,  relative  to  the  last  petition  of 
i/lr.  Paull ;  and,'  in  the  meanwhile,  1  trust 
you  will  believe  me  to  be 

Your  sincere  friend 

A»d  obecUenf  Servant, 
Jiotley,  March  IC),  ISO/.      Wm.  Cobbett. 

SUMMARY  OP  POLITICS. 

Co>fTiNEsi  AL  War. Alter    another 

three  weeks  of  various  rumours  and  (»f  false- 
Jjoocls,  relative  to  vicrories  of  the  llusj^ians 
a«i  Prussians,  it  appei>rs,  froiil  an  impartial 
perusal  of  all  that  has  been  .published  on 
both  sides,  that  tlie  victories,  thou jh  pretty 
dearly  bought,  Iwve  been  oa  the  side  of  the 
TFrench,  who  i^pt  only  had  kept  tlie  field  of 
battle,  but  had,  when  tlje  In-st  intelligence 
•canleaway,  made  considerable  adyarices.— — 
We  see,  too,  tkat  the  British  merchants,  re- 
Siding  in  Ilussia,  Jxiive  been  making  a  volun- 
tary contribution  for  the  defence  of  that  em- 
-pire.  When  steps  Ifke  thii  are  taken,  it  is 
•pretty  certain,  that  the  part fes  taking  them 
«ee  some  cause  for  dlarm.  Tlrese  contribu- 
tions will,  1  fear,  prove  not  more  efficacious 
than  tl>e  proclamations  of  (he  Russian  Gene- 
ral to  the  Germans,  the  Polanders,  and  the 
French  army ;  nor  am  I  one  o(  those  who 
-.vould  seem  to  believe,  that  the  Emperor  of 
Kussia's  calling  upon  iiis  people  to  rise  in 
mass  aeainst  the  French  will  tend  very  much 
to  his  nnal  success  in  the  war.  There  is  a 
mwal  causo  constantly  working  tor  Napo- 
leon. Every  where  he  has  found  more 
friends  than  enemies ;  and,  I  am  afraid, 
that  the  farther  he  goes,  the  greater  will 
he  find  the  proportion  of  the  former.  An 
officer  of  great  merit*  and  experience  in  ,  of  them ; 
our  own  army,  in  conversing  with  me,  •'  •  - 
Bl  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  between 
France  and  Prussia,  seemed  very  confident 
of  the  success  of  the  lattto  obscning  that 


the  French  would  find  a  great  difference  be 
tweeu  Prussian  and  Austrian  disir  nr^c 
•*  Yes,"  said  I,  *'  were  the  war  to  be  /- 
"  ried  on  "upon  the  plains  of  Egypt,  tliis 
"  might  be  of  some  consequence  as  to  its 
'*  event  J  but,  unhappily  for  Prussia,  the 
**  war  is  to  be  carried  on  in  the  Prussian 
"  states,  and  the  ptople  of  those  states  aro 
'*  to  be  umpires.'*  By  this  time,  he  has 
been  enabled  to  receive  ocular  demon- 
stration upon  the  subject  j  and,  I  am  per- 
suaded that  events  will  nuke  him  a  con** 

vert  to  my  opinion. In  the  meanwhile, 

however,  tifc  have  made  peace  with  Prus- 
sia ;  and  our  ambassador  has  advanced 
80,0001.  for  the  purpose  of  defending  tho 
fortresses  in  Silesia,  which,  fortresses  were^ 
it  seems,  surrendered  to  the  French  before 
the  House  of  Commons  had  ratified  theacU 
vance.*  This  circumstance  alone,  howevei:* 
is  no  proof  of  the  impolicy  of  the  advancoi^ 
but,  it  appears  to  me,  ihar,  in  the  present-, 
state  of  things,  to  send  the  produce  of  our 
taxes  to  Prussia,  or  Ilussia  is,  in  fact,  send- 
ing   them  to  increase  the  arnount  of  tbc 

plunder  of  the  French. ^\Vhat  may  be 

the  result  of  the  ensuing  campaign,  npoii 
the  Continent,  it  would  be  presumptnous  to 
predict ;  and  it  would  be  equally  presump- 
tuous to  pretend  to  foresee  in  \i4iat  .particu- 
lar way  the  general  event  wil!  be  brought 
about  5  but,  for  my  part,  when  I  look  at 
what  has  passed  within  these  seventeen 
years,  taking  the  causes  into  view,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  that  the  whole  of  the  conti- 
nent will  midergo  a  revolution,  -which  might 
be  a  little  retarded,  but  which  would  not  !>• 
prevented,  even  by  the  death  of  Napoleon. 
Mr.  Buike  saw,  and  I  see,  no  governme&t 
to  lairn  wisdom  from  experience  j  no,  n^r 
even  from  tliat  severe  teacher,  adversity. 

Catholic  Bill. This  bill,  the  intro- 
duction of  which  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons was  noticed  some  little  time  bapk,  and 
which  introduction,  was,  in  that  House, 
received  with  such  general  applause,  has,  it 
evidently  appears,  placed  **  hi^  Majesty's 
*'  confidential  6er\'4ints'*  in  an  "  unsatis- 
."  factory  stale  ;*'  ai.d,  as  I  heaf  to-day 
(having,  of  course,  no  intelligence^  latef 
than  ihdt  of ^Jh'dncsdaif J,  it  is  probable  they 
will  have  resigned  their  offices,  belbre  this 
sheet  can  have  reached  the  public  eye.  The 
proceedings  upon  the  bill  were  postponed, 
on  Wednesday  evening,  by  Lord  Howick^ 
without  any  time  named  for  tlie  resumption 
and,  unless  they  be  resumed, 
there  Cnn  be>  of  course,  no  alternative  for 
the  ministers,  but  that  of  resignation  or  in- 
defeasible.shanrte  and  disgrace.  Thiji  will  be 
perceived  by  oil  of  tliera,  and  some  of  liicm. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


4391 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.-~7?awoiJ^rw;i5. 


[440 


at  leatti  will  bot  submit  to  everlasting  dis- 

frace.  Lords  Grennllc  and  Spencer  and 
_  Ir.  Windham  resigaed  in  IBOl^  along 
with  Pitt  and'  Lord  Melville,  because  ihey 
coald  not  carry  a  measure  of  iht  same  sort  of 
roacli  larger  extent !  and  all  the  other  con- 
spicuous members  of  the  present  cabinet 
have  both  since  and  before,  urged  the  ad'op- 
tipn  of  that  measure.  Shame,  therefore^ 
«ternal  shame,  must  be  imprinted  upon  the 
brow  of  each  of  them,  if  they  now  retain 
their  places,  without  the   carrying  of  this 

bill. But,  what  do  I 'see,  in  the  daily 

newspapers,  about  the  cause  of  stopping 
the  progress  of  this  bill  ?  Why,  the  writers 
in  those  prints  assert,  in  the  most  unqualifi- 
ed manner,  that  the  cause  is  no  other  thaa 
tke  hinges  disapprobation  of  it.  Well,  the 
king  may  disapprove  of  the  bill;  but,  is 
that  any  reason  why  it  should  not  pass  the 
'two  Houses  of  Parliament  ?  What  has  the 
king  to  do  with  a  bill,  until  the  moment 
when  it  is  preseDtcd  to  him  for  his  approba- 
tion, or  rejection  ?  All  laws,  we  are  told, 
are  to  originate  in  one  or  the  other  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  when  a  law  has 
passed  the  two  Houses,  and  not  a  moment 
before,  the  king  has  to  take  cognizance  %>f 
It.  This  is  the  language  of  the  constitution 
of  England  ;  yet  do  the  writers  above-men- 
-tioned  boldly  assurt,  that  tiie  bill  has  been 
stopped  in  its  progress  by  the  will  of  the 
"  king  alone  3  nay,  some  of  them  complain, 
that  the  kiiig  was  not  fbJly  enough  apprized  > 
of  all  the  tendencici  of  die  bill.  So  that,  ae- 
cording  to  the^  writers,  laws  originate  with 
the  king.  If  this  be  the  case,  what  pretty 
^  fables  are  those,  wKch  De  Lohne,  Paley, 
Blackatone,  af»d  others  have  written  about 
the  constitution  of  England;  and  about 
'  thos6  fine  chec\%  and  balance iXh^t  exist  in 
the  three  branches  of  the  legislative  power ! 
•i— -As  to  the  merits  of  the  bill  itself;  all 

•  that  I  shall  say  now  is  what  I  h^fve  said  be- 

•  fore,  tliat  if  the  Hanoverians  are  worthy  of 
being  entrusted  with  commands  in  an  army, 
stationed  in  this  kingdom,  I  can  see  no  rea-. 

'  son  at  all  why' any  class  of  our  fellow  subjects 

•  should  6e  therefronv  excluded.  But,  every 
'  thing  will,  doubtless,  work  together  for 
"  good.    Only  let  us  be  patient  and  prudent, 

iaithful  and  brave,  and  we  shall  be 
a  free  and  happy  people. —*•  In  the 
meanwhile  I  cannot  help,  however,  indulg- 

•  ing,  for  a  little,  in  that  train  of  melancholy 

•  reflection,  into  which  the  intelligence  of  this 
'  event  has  thrown  my  mind,  and  from  whi^h 

•  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  p^iilosophv  wholly 
to  withdraw  it.  To  see  my  Lord  of  llowick, 

"  who  was,  but  .only  the  other  day,  standing  op 
in  die  old  place  and  in  the  ojd  maniier  of  Pitt, 


calling  upon  the  House  to  do  this,  and  not  to 
do  that,  in  order  to  preserve  its  dignity;  to 
see  Mr.  Calcraft  and  General  Fitzpatrick, 
who  read  so  distinctly  the  several  estimates 
tiiat  they  have  to  lay  upon  the  table,  their 
Lair  so  nicely  j>owdcred  and  their  gloves  so 
gentccly  drawn  off  from  one  hand  at  a  thnc; 
while  they  occasionally  press  thdr  delicate 
fnigers  upon  the  table,  and  gracefully  bow  tp 
the  honourable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
receiving    and    most    richly  meriting   the 
thanks  of  tlie  smooth  Mr.  George  Johnstot^e 
and  his  like ;  to  see  my  Lord  Henry  Petty, 
who,  backed  and  cheered  by  a  daily  increas* 
ing  brood  of  ^  young  friends,"  e<^ua1,  in 
every  qualification,  to  those  of  Pitt,  and  anx.- 
ious,  "like  tbem,  to  prove  their  natural  attach- 
ment to  the  country^  by  drawing  their  nou- 
rishment from  her  paps,  has  brought  forth 
and  propounded  to  the  House  such  magnifi- 
rxnt  plans  of  finance,  occupying  a  butt  of  . 
book'  larger  than  the  fiible ;    to  see  Mr- 
Whitbread,  jvho,  after  j'cars  of  study  tipon 
the  means  of  filling  th^  hungry  bellies  of  thf 
poor,  had,  at  last,   come  fovward  witl^  his 
spelling-book S'  and  his  badges  and  his  hank 
(lord  save  us !}  for  depositing  their  fortunes, 
while  Ml'.  Malthus  was  in   the  lobby  ^ith 
his  auxiliary  scheme  for  the  checking  nf  all 
population,  except  that  of  placemen  and  pen-  . 
si  oners ;  to  see  the  number,  the  swanns,  of 
new  dependents  and  CTtpectants,  who  were, 
but  yesterday,  the  most  blithe  of  God's  crea- 
tures :  to  see  tbese,  all  these,  hurled  at  one© 
from  their  enjoyments  and  their  hopes;  to 
Contemplate  the  confusion  ia  the  daily-press 
offices,  from  the  uncertainty  of  the  proprie- 
tors and  editors  as  to  which  side  they  shall 
take;  to  think,  only  to  think  of  the  quaqfily 
of  hartshorn  and  of  gin  that  must  be  abis 
lutely  necessary  to  keep  up  the  spirits  of  dis- 
appointed wives  and  mistresses.     Beally  it  is 
too  much  for  one  to  support  without  the  aid 
of  a  glass  of  wine,  and,  accordingly,  I  have 
tiken  one  to  day,  for  the  first  time  since  the 

Westminster  Election. "  Fired  at  the 

*'  souiid,  my  genius  spreads  her  wings/'  aqd 
I  do  feel,  1  must  confess,  some  consolation 
in  die  prospect  of  another  Westminster  Elec- 
tion; for,  if  the  ministry  resign,  that  is  to 
say,  are  turned  out,  1  dare  say,  his  Majesty, 
with  his  usual  paternal  goodness,  will  afford 
his  loving  subjects  another  opportunity  of 
choosing  their  representatives.  This  will  ^ 
a  great  good.  An  unmixed  good.  A  g«» 
indisputable.  A  good  that  will  make  uji  for 
many  and  many  ai\evil.-^— -In  this  state  <^t 
mind  I  wait,  with  resignation,  for  the  ani^"*" 
of  the  next  lying  newspaper . 

Hanoveku^s. It  is  with  great  sahi- 

faction,  that  I  have  just  perceived,  that,  if  the 
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newspapers  do  not  delude  me  with  false 
hopes,  tbe»e  troops  are  going  abroad  to  tight 
against  the  Frendi.  I  do  hope,  that  there 
^1  be  DO  contrary  winds.  It  is  now  blow- 
ing from  the  South  West,  and  that  it  may 
oontiitue  in  that  quarter  is  my  sincere 
m-ayer,  until  these  gallant  troops  come  with- 
in reach  of  our  enemy,  and  have  a  chance  of 
deling  him  some  deadly  blows, .as  a  preli- 
minary to  the  re-conquest  of  their  own  dear 
country.— — How  In^py  they  must  be  at 
going  I  What,a  pleasure  it  must  be  to  them 
to  have  so  i^ir  a  prospect  of  speedily  partici- 
pating in  the  "  deliverance  of  Europe,'"  as 
th&  Morning  Chronicle  calls  it,  and  as  it  will 
Bot  call  it  any  more,  if  Mr.  Perry  should  be 
turned  out  of  place,  which  he  will  not,  if  he 
can  possibly  help  it !  Send  them  a  fine  voyage 
and  great  success,  say  t,  j^lay  they  never 
cease  to  fight,  until  they  have  delivered  Eu- 
rope; and  the  Englishman  who  does  not 
join  in  this  prayer  must  be  the  very  basest  of 
mankind. 

CoBBKSPONDBNTs. Such  is  myarrear 

in  this  way,  and  such  the  state  of  my  engage- 
ments, that  I  must  say  a  word  or  two  to  cor* 
xespondcnts,  though  contrary  to  my  rule.r— 
AU  those  wjio  have  honoured  me  with  com- 
munications, some  of  them  a  good  while  ago, 
may  be  assured,  that  they  sh^l  be  inserted  as 

soon  as  possible. rThc   present    double 

number  contains  six  letters.  Two  upon 
the' Poor-laws,  one  of  which  is  Mr  Jotiy 
BoNE^s.  There  it  one  letter  from  Mnjor 
Carlwright  to  Mr.  Windham,  upon  tte  Mi- 
fitary  Defence  of  the  country.  One  from 
]JJr.  Capel  LofFt,  upon  I  shall  not  know 
what  until  the  skill  of  my  printers  in 
decyphering  hands  wTiting  have  enabled  me 
to  read  it  through  without  the  loss  of  a  day's 
time ;  but  which,  from  the  first  sentence  in- 
dicating that  the  whole  is  against  myself,  I 
conclude  not  to  contain  anything  to  "pain 
any  other  person's  feelings.**  In  answer, 
however,  to  the  complaint  made  against  me 
in  this  sentence ;  a  complaint,  that  J  have 
neglected  the  productions  of  this  gentleman, 
while  he  has  had  a  polite  attention  paid  to 
him  by  all  the  other  periodical  publications 
of  the  day,  1  must  beg  leave  to  say  a  few 
words.  I  have  received,  in  all,  three  com- 
munications from  Mr.  Capel  Lofft.  The 
first,  upon  my  word,  I  was  unable  to  read. 
The  second  was  a  poetical  performance,  or, 
it  was,  at  least,  placed  in  lines,  as  every 
.thing  whicl)  is  called  poetr)',  geiierally  is ; 
and,  33  it  professed,  in  the  title  of  it,  to  be 
in  honour  of  the  gallant  Lord  Nelson,  1  sent 
it,  without  reading  it,  to  my  editor,  for  in- 
f«rtioji ;  but  be,  beiag  a  Norfolk  m  in,  can  e 


to  me,  all  the  way  from  Panton  S<}uare  to 
Fulham,  with  an  expostulation  agamst  my 
lending  n^y  pages  to  the  dishonourine  of  the 
memory  of  his  famous  countryman  with  dog- 
gerel. To  the  earnestness  of  this  expostula- 
tion I  gave  way  j  but,  I  offered  the  piece  to 
the  editor  of  the  Poetical  Register,  by 
whom  also  it  was  rejected.  Now,  I  appeal 
to   the  reader    whether  Mr.  Capel  Lofft's 

charge  against  me  be  just. ^There  are,  in 

the  present  number,  two  letters  upon  thm 
''Learned  languages}** and, qs  I  have  thirteen. 
tnore  already  by  me,  it  will  be  impossible  to 
insert  them  all  by  Lady  Day  next,  which,  aft 
the  reader  will  remember,  was  the  time  ap- 
pointed for  the  learned  bodies  to  close  their 
defence  of  their  calling.  I  will,  therefore, 
extend  the  time,  until  May  Day ;  but,  witk 
tliis  distinct  notification,  that  I  will  insert  no 
letter  upon  the  subject,  which  doe§  not  reach 
me  on,  or  before,  that  day.  There  is  nothing 
more  irksome  than  a  discussion  drawled  out  j 
and,  therefore,  when  May  Day  has  arrived, 
my  intention  is  to  answer,  as  well  as  I  am 
able,  all  and  singular  the  arguments  that  have 
been,  er  that  shall,  before  that  day,  be 
urged  against  my  propositions ;  but,  when  I 
have  done  that,  my  resolution  i«!,  not  to  write 
any  more  niyself,  nor  to  cou\ey  to  the  pub- 
lic the  writings  of  any  other  persons,  upon 

tlie  subject. There  is  a  correspondent^ 

who  complains  of  myfir'ng  up,  as  he  calls  it, 
my  pages  w'xlh  pu I' lie  and  other  official  pa- 
pel's,  which,  he  says,  he  reads,  long  before, 
in  the  newspapers.  But,  he  does  not  seem 
to  consider,  that  these  newspapers  soon  go 
to  the  lighting  of  candles  and  of  pipes  and 
to  the  wrapping  up  of  tho  lace  and  muslin 
which  ser\'ant  maids  steal  frbra  their  mis- 
tresses 3  and  that  the  olhcial  documents  will 
need  to  be  referred  to,  when  what  I  myself 
write  will  have  been  forgotten,  or,  at  kast, 
have  become  useless. 


ON  THE  BASIS,  KATURB,  AND  LIMITS  O^  TBS 
RIGHT  OP   CpNUUEST. 

Sib  ; — I  liave  little  hope  of  your  inserting 
my  letter :  for  although  during  my  \if% 
from  a  very  early  age,  I  have  at  all  times 
been  attentive  to  politics,  as  one  of  the  firit 
of  Studies,  and  one  of  the  chief  duties  of 
those  who  have  leisure  and  the  means  of 
considering  such  subjects,  and  have  in  very 
numerous  instances,  laid  my  thoughts  before 
the  public'  for  many  years,  and  in  varioujs 
periodical  papers,  you,  and  you  alone,  hav^ 
uniformly  rejorred  them —I  should  not, 
therefore,  at  this  time,  or  perhaps  at  jmy. 
have  written  to  you  again,  if  any  othif 
per^jon  had  appeared  in  your  paper  in  auswer 
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yo  a  part  pf  your  paper  of  the  2Qth  Dec.  last. 
— I  shall  state  it  in  your  own  words.  ^'  The 
•'  ri^ht,  the  indisputable  right,  of  making 
•*  conquests,  exists  at  all  tiroes,  in  all 
**  nations,  and  in  all  cases,  except  torbicjden 
*'  by  some  positive  compact,  into  which  the 
**  conquering  nation  has  previously  entered. 
'*  Infact,  arras  are,  after  all,  the  reasons  of 
**  nations.** — My  objection  is,  that  upon  a 
most  important  subject  this  propoaition  is  at 
once  indefinitely  and  erroneously  stated : 
Wiat  the  only  exceptioa  admitted  is  in  reality 
inappUcable  to  the  subject :  and  that  were 
it  not  revolting  by  its  unbounde.l  latitude 
*nd  obvious  ill  tendencies,  hardly  any  pt-o- 
po^ition  could  be  likely  more  to  mi/lead, 
and  to  a  more  pernicious  extent. — It  is 
hn possible  to  state  a  proposition  more  posi- 
tively :  and  scarcely  possible  to  state  any 
practical  proposition  so  extensively.  And  I 
ihink,  hardly  any  proposition  can  be  ima- 
gined more  mifounded,  or  in  its  natural  C)n- 
ftruction  more  inconsistent  with  the  peace, 
order,  and  security  of  society. — It  is  stated, 
ivithout  any  exception,  but  that  oi positive 
compact.  Now  positive  compact  is  in  those 
^ises  only  necessary  to  create  an  obligition 
"  to  do  or  forbear  a  thing,  when  previously  to 
compact  the  act  would  have  been  lawful.  It 
Requires  no  compact  to  make  robbery  and 
'murder  and  tyranny  unlawful.  Were  a 
highwayman  to  present  a  pistol  to  your 
breast,  yoa  would  be  little  satisfied  by  his 
informing  you,  that  he  had  made  you  no 
promise  or  agreement  not  to  take  your  pro- 
perty by  force,  or  your  life.  And  tJiis  would 
be  equally  true  if  two  men  were  to  meet  in  a 
desert,  where  neither  were  subject  to  any 
positive  human  law,  a  fid  both  were  ignorant 
of  any  divine  law.  Against  such  acts  the 
law  of  nature  and  reason  (which  is  the  law 
of  heaven  written  in  our  hearts)  interposes  , 
with  the  aid  of  no  other  c  impact  than  that 
cniversally  implied  compact,  that  one  being 
shall  not  injure  another ;  shall  not  do  as  it 
wo^ikl  feel  it  unjust  were  another  to  do 
tgaiivt  itself.  We  are  bo  md  universally  to 
ao  gi'ood  :  and,  therefore,  much  more  to  for- 
bear eyil  to  one  another.  And,cfln  it,  without 
the  most  perfect  absurdity,  be  said,  thatthere 
nniVetsaily  exists  a  right  to  do  that,  which  to 
resl  it,  you  yourself  represent  as  an  universal 
liglxt  and  duty  ?  And  as  the  aggregate  of  na- 
tional injury  which  one  country  can  do  to 
another,  is,  as  it  were,  infinitely  greater  than 
that  which  one  individual  can,  the  duty  of 
abftaining  from  nationnl  injury  is  heightened 
in  proportioh.-^A'id  to  this,  t!i:it  conquests 
$f^  very  dissimilar  to  di?.-.i;i.sitic)ivK  made  by 
«jdi  /idualft  in  a  settled  sec « cry.  So  thnt  your 
iiu^eitioiii,  that  itii  as  l:.-.v:ui  '.\j:  nations  to 
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coK^uer,  as  it  is  for  individuals  to  acfjmre 
property  and  renown,  has  no  principle  of 
an  ilogy  to  support  it.     1'he  individual  is  not 
permitted  to  g^in  property  by  force;  and,  if 
in  private  instances  of  acquisition  he  sbouW 
seek  to  add  renown  to  property  by  force,  he 
would  find  the  extreme  of  punishment  and 
of  infamy.— Think  a  nromcnt  with  yourself 
what  the  state  of  society  would  be  if  con- 
quest, hi  aU  nations,  at  all  time^,  and  in  all 
cases,  (therefore  to  the  extent  of  one  orer- 
powering  nation  making  a  conquest  of  the 
whole  earth,  and  tliose  of  the  -jonquered  na* 
tions  reconquering  upon  it,   and  upon  each 
other,  whencp,  and  how,  and  to  what  ex- 
tent they  could,)  were  an  universall)'  ac- 
knowledged right,  consequently  lir^ldas  l^- 
ful  as  it  lit  to  ea(  or  breathe;  unhappily,  the 
practice  of  nearly  aU  nations  when  theyluvo 
hnd  the  opportunity  and  the  power,  haswy 
greatly  resembled  this:  but  all  nations  have 
condemned  h  when   i>ractised  by  any  but 
themselves.  .  We  have  not,   and  w«  never 
can,  come  to  the  length,  while  society  exists) 
and  man  is  man,  of  admitting  nn  ur.i!mTtc4 
right  of  conquest  ns  an  uni\-ersal  and  indii- 
putnhle  right. — It'k  be  $nid  rjbat  your  propo- 
sition means  that  wars  are  not  universallf 
just,  but  that  tvhen  they  are  commenced, 
concpicst  to  a?iy  extent,  will  be  just  under 
them,  this  will'not  be  ti-oe.     The  conqueit 
will  be  no  otherwise  just  than  thewarwnich 
gave  occasion   to   it  was:  on  that  side  on 
which  the  war  is  uvJust.cvQry  conquest  isa^ 
aggravation  of  the  injustice.     And  even  on 
ihiit  on  which  the  war  is  most  clearlyjuvtijH 
its  commencement,  the  rigt)t  of  conquest  in 
not  an  unlimited  right. — > — As  to  the  exc^ 
tion,. which  by  yovi  is  stated  as. the  sole  on^, 
positive  compact,  it  is  manifest  \i^ar  and  con- 
quest cannot  be  \^rcviom\y  forbidden  by  com* 
p.ict.     For  though,  when  war  leases,  com- 
prict  may  regulate  its  conseqtiences,  and  ar- 
nmge  mean^  of  seairity  to  retard  itK  renew- 
al,  this  is  all  it  can  do.     Compact  and  force 
being  reciprocally  cow /r<'^'''i;  so  that  when 
force  begins,  compact  ceasei ;  and  converse- 
ly.— On  the  principlesof  the  lavvofnntur^f, 
within  which,  as  their  common  basis,  the 
law  ot  nations  is  necessarily  included,  ^'ar 
then  only  is  just  when  it  is  founded  in  neces- 
sary self-defence.     It  is  unjust  when  acqui- 
sition or  glor}'  are  its  motives.     It  is  unjust, 
even  whra  neces.sary  in  its  commencement, 
if  continued,   or  advantage  made  of  it,  be- 
yond the  limits  of  just  indemnity  and  secu- 
rity.    The  acquisitions  of  nation*  are  lik« 
those  of  individuals.     Fraud  and  rapine  cr« 
alike  un  vnrrantable  in  ^ither.  Frpecorup^ttt 
or    pea  ct'nl    and   uninjurious  improvcvrcut 
by  still  .ind  labour^  are  the  proj^cr  and  onl/ 
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•iUhori^  sources  ef  acquirement  in  its  full 
exteut.  Just  acquirement  ly  war  extends 
xjo  farther  than  compensation  frr  such  htju-^ 
ries  suffered  by  the  war  as  are  in  their  nature 
conipeosable,  and  security  against  future. 
This  is  fully  and  distinctly  laid  down  by 
Vattej,  :  *  whom  the  great  Lord  Mans- 
VLCLD  wa3  accustomed  to  distin2;uish  as  tlve 

I' est  writer  on  the  Law  of  Nations. 

The  effect  of  treaties,  as   tp  war,   is  merely 
this — to  quiet  possession-,  for  the  sake   of 
the  general  peace  of  nations.     Not  to  ren- 
der cqnqiiests  unlawful ;  for  these  ar^  always 
contrary  to  the  law  of  nations,  if  they  do 
uot spring  from  just  necessity;  or  if  they 
exceed  the  just  and  reasonable  limits  already 
f  tated.    But  as  these  limits  cannot  be  strictly 
ascertained,  and  as  it  is  for  the  general  in- 
terest of  nations,  that  when  a  war  is  temii- 
natied^  and  conditiooa  of  peace  settled  by 
treaty,  those  conditions  should  be  observed. 
Treaties  are  nwde,  not  as  poit^ii^e  compacts 
to  bind  a  nation  not  to  conquer  (for  treaties 
were  coliveb   hrrnds,  indeed,  to  confine  the 
tiger  war)  but  to  fix  what  conquest  shall  be 
returned,  exchanged,  orabsolutely  surrender- 
ed, even  suppose  a  case  of  treaty, — thiit  one 
nation  ^all  ii(}t  nialce   war  on    a     third. 
It  does  not  affect  tlie  right  of  war  between 
that  nation  so  restrained  and  the  third  :  for 
neither,    independently  of   treaty,    would 
have  been  justified  in  being  the  aggressor 
against  the  other :  but  it  merely  furnishes 
means  and  facilities,  and,  therefore,  rights 
of    interference    in  favour    of   the  third ; 
'-ivhich,    v/ithout  the  treaty^  the  nation   so 
disposed  to  interfere,  would  not  have  pos- 
sessed in  the  same  manner.  ,  This  I  might 
bave  called  a  casu^  foederis :  and  even  tliis 
will  be  far  from  saving  your  proposition, 
tlxough  it  bears  the  nearest  seeming  applica- 
tion to  it, — But,  I   have  not  troubled  you 
uitli  technical  terms  of  the  law  of  n.itions. 
You  see.  Sir,  that  I  have  not   incumbered 
this  letter  with   a   term  of  the  gallipot  (as 
you  call  it)    though  of  the  most  pure  and 
elegant  I^tinity,  the  uii  possidetis.     At  the 
g^mie  rime,  I  am  no  enemy  io^fixt  terms  in 
negociations,  whether  in  Latin,  or  in  any 
language.     And,  I  think,  a  language  com- 
mon to  all  lenrned  bodies  precisely  the  fittest 
from  which  to  take  such  terms  :  and  to  em- 
ploy them  in  preference  to  terms  which  one 
party  may  nndersiand   better  than  another. 
And  the  rather,  as  in  a  living  language  the 
import  of  words   is   always  lluctuating.     In 
the  use  of  a  dead  language  (perliaps  you  will 
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b<^  jocular  on  the  tern))  I  think  there  is  no 
jjcdantry,  (if  used  on  proper  occasions),  but 
much  propriety.  And  if  pedantiy  be  the 
undue  value  ot  that  knowledge  which  we 
possess,  and  llie  employing  of  ft  in  ridicule 
r.nd  unjust  depreciation  of  that  which  we  do 
not  posse;.?,  (and  no  man  can  possess  all  de- 
hircable  knowledge)  these  may  be  pedantry^ 
and  a  very  mischievous  friend  of  it,  in  de- 
precia'.irig  the  dead  langm.ges.  A  proof  of 
the  propriety  of  the  use  of  such  terms,  as 
those  supply,  arises  n;ost  powerfully  from 
tl^e  late  negociatioo  itself.  All  the  disputes 
concerning  what  the  rcyl  basis  cf  it,  in  it» 
commencement,  \^'as  arising  from  the  want 
of  a  fixed  atid  definite  ,term  equally  under- 
stood on  both  sides,  and  mutually  adopted.— 
That  the  governments  on  both  sides  were 
sincere  for  \)ence,  I  take  this  opj)ortunity  of 
declaring  myself  fully  persuaded.  I  tl/ink 
the  terips  progres.svvely  offered  by  fiance, 
and  the  circumstances  in  which  tliey  were 
offered,  place  this  out  of  all  doubt  on  her  side. 
And,  1  think  the  wise,  ingenious,  pacific  lan- 
guiige,  character  and  conduct  of  jNIr,  Fox, 
places  it  equally  out  of  doubt  on  ours.  Aiv| 
to  me  Lord  Yarmouth  seen)snot  merely  jus- 
tified, but  to  have  acted  with  a  judgment,  a 
promptitude,  and  a  resolution,  worliiy  of 
groat  respect  in  a  sudden,  delicate,  and  mos^ 
arduous  crisis.  I  spenk  this  as  d  perfect 
stranger  to  him :  but  not  to  the  negociation; 
which  1  have  most  attentively  read.  Ha4 
both  sides  said  explicitly  in  the  outset,  we 
agree  to  take  the  uii  possidetis  as  the  basis, 
or  we  do  not  agree,  or  had  settled  any  other 
basis  in  diplomatic  language  equally  definite, 
it  cnUld  at  least  not  have  been  matter  of  any 
difficulty  to  ascerUiib  which  side  to  impute. 4 
departure  from  the  basis.  Lord  Lauderdale 
I  .sincerely  respect :  but,  this  1  must  say, 
that  I  think  tliere  was  an  opening  upon 
wliich  there  was  reas^uiable  ho|>e  of  termi- 
nating the  war  by  a  peace  honouraWe  and 
satiifaciory  to  us  and  to  I'Vau^^e  j  and  which 
ought,  under  all  the  circumstances,  to  have 
been  so  to  Rushia ;  and,  therefore,  likely  to 
have  been  permanent.  The  great  mind  of 
Mr.  Fox,  alike  imbrued  with  classic  wisdom, 
and  the  best  information  of  our  own  times, 
saw  and  took  his  ground  accordingly,  that  no 
peace  couU  be  expected  to  ba  permanent, 
which  ihculd  be  dlbhonourable  or  injurious 
to  any  of  the  contracting  parties.  But  \V3 
were  not  to  expect  to  carry  every  tiling 
which  our  ally  might  wish,  or  might  be  sup- 
posed by  us  to  make  a  point  of  carrying  at 
our  risque  and  expense.  And  1  deeply  de- 
plore if  we  have  so  entangled  ourselves 
(after  such  and  so  recent  and  multiplied  ex* 
perlence  of  foreign  alliances)  that  we  cocl4 
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not  do  what  was  best  for  ourselves  and  the  I  I  do  not  look  with  a  grudging  eye,  to  either 


world,  in  the  present  unexampled  situation 
of  Europe,  on  account  of  our  engagement  to 
this  ally — This  I  thought  previously  to  Mr. 
Whitbread's  clear,  powerful,  and,  as  I  appre- 
hend, decisively  argumentative  speech.  And, 
I  am  happy,  that,  as  to  the  latter  part  at  least 
you  think  so  too.  Tliat  no  expression  should 
have  been  introduced  into  the  address,  whioli 
by  unnecessary  censure  mieht  increase  the 
impediments  to  a  renewal  of  the  ncgociation, 
and  oi>pose  a  bar  to  that  peace  which  it  is 
tlic  common  interest  and  duty  of  all  to  suf- 
fer no  prejudice,  partiality,  or  passion  to  ob- 
struct.  1  am.  Sit,  &c. — Capel  LoFf  t. — 

Fro&ton^near  Bury,  Suffolk, 

POOR    LAWS. 

Sir, — ^Thc  liberal  syst«m  which  you  have 
•dopted,  of  making  your  Register  a  medium 
of  fr^  discussion  for  subjects  of  national 
utility,  I  hope  will  secure  nie  the  speedy  in- 
sertion of  a  few  remarks  upon  a  letter,  which 
your  correspondent  C.  S.  has  done  me  the 
bonour  to  address  to  me,  in  your  paper  of  the 
1  Ithinst.— In  requesting  this  favour,  however, 
it  is  by  no  rneao^  my  intention  to  trouble 
you  with  an  essay  of  sufficient  lehgth,  to 
dignify  it  with  the  appellation  of  an  answer 
to  C.  S.  i  my  only  object  in  writing  being  to 
exculpate  myself  from  a  charge  that  he  has 
obliquely  thrown  out  against  me,  and  todi- 
Tcst  my  plan  of  a.  character,  that  must  ne- 
cessarily be  imputed  to  it,  if  his  strictures 

were    to    remain    unnoticed. -I  do  not 

complain  that  your  correspondent  has  mis- 
quoted me,  or  that  he  has  not  fairly 
leasoned  the  passage  that  he  has  quoted,  but 
I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  if  he  had  read 
the  context  attentively,  h§  would  have  seen 
that  his  objections  were  both  unnecessary 
and  ill  timed. — When  the  letter  alluded  to 
represents  roe  to  have  asserted  "  dogmatic 
colly ^*  "  that  it  would  evidently  be  for  the 
"  interest  of  the  Institution"  (called  Tran- 
quillity, which  I  have  proposed  to  the 
public)  "  to  keep  up  the  price  of  labour,  by 
*'  the  same  means  that  the  merchant  uses 
*'  in  favour  of  his  goods,  and  the  farmer  of 
•'  his  stock — withhold  it  from  market" — it 
can  hardly  be  supposed  that  the  writer  had 
any  design  of  representing  me,  as  dtsirous  of 
CTciiing  a  mutiny  among  the  labouring  classes, 
against  the  other  classes  of  the  community; 
and  yet  your  readers  must  possess  a  much 
greater  portion  of  sagacity  than  any  one  of 
them  whom  I  am  acquainted  with  does  pos- 
sess, if,  knowing  no  more  of  my  object 
than  they  could  gather  from  this  abstract 
position,  they  can  possibly  have  formed  any 
other  Dpiflion.    Nuw^  Sir,  Uie  truth  is,  that 


merchants,  farmers,  or  ministers  of  state, 
though  I  look  with  compassion  upon  the 
houi^eless  and  shivering  wretch,   whom  a 
wise  and  just  policy  would  regard  as  an  ob- 
ject  equally  worthy  of  its  solicitude.    Had  . 
C.  S.    evinced  the  same  a<*nteness,  in  exa- 
mining the  real*  tendency  of  my  plan,  as  he 
has  in  combating  the  imaginary  theory  that 
he  has  attributed  to  me,  he  would  have 
learned,  that  there  is  an  amazing  difference 
between  increasing  the  comforts  of  one  part 
of  the  community,  and  diminishing  those  of 
another  -,  and  that  it  is  equally  as  mischiev- 
ous  to  force  lab6ur  upon  the  market  unne- 
cessarily, as  it  is  to  withhold  it  when  it  is  re- 
quired — If  I  understand  the  object  of  this  let- 
ter right,  it  is  designed  to  prove,  that  there  is 
not  a  sufficient  number  of  useful  labourers 
employed,  to  produce  all  the  comforts  snd 
happiness  that  the  soil  and  population  of  the 
country  is  capable  of  producing  j  and  this  if 
so  clearly  my  Own  opinion,  that  I  could  not 
attempt  to  controvert  tlie  general  argument  of 
C.  S.  without  contradicting  myself,     "  No 
"  plan,"    says  your  correspondent,  "  can 
"  soctced  in  reducing  the  i)oor*s  ratd,  but 
*'  such  as  will  convert  multitudes  of  the 
"  idlers,    who  compose  om  unproduciine, 
*'  into  usefuU  labourers,  and  furnish  them 
"  with  land  to  work  upon."     And  I  am  so 
clearly  convmced  of  tlire  truth,  that  th«  pas- 
sage from  which  the  quotation  crfcd  by  him 
was  taken,  was  written  expressly  to  prove 
that  a  systematic  arrangement  ought  to  be 
adopted,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  em- 
ployments for  all  persons  willing  to  maintain 
themselves  by  their  industry.     The  particu- 
lar apprehensions  of  C.  S.  aj>pear  to  be  cx^ 
cited  by  a  fear,  that  too  great  a  nomber  of 
persons  is  employed  in  the  management  of 
the  circulating  medium,  or,  as  he  calU  it, 
the  coinage  division  of  labour ;  but  sorely  he 
will  not  attempt  to  persuade  the  public,  that 
the    national   prosperity  would  ^  in  the 
smallest  degree  promoted,  by  throwing  these 
people  out  of  their  present  occupations,  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  reducing  tfhem  to  a  stale 
of  dependence  upon  the  charity  of  tlwir 
friends.    Yet  such  must  be  the  tendency  of 
reducing  the  number  of  persons  employed  in 
any  of  the   occupations  commonly   called 
useless,  until  that  most  important  of  all  fads 
to  the  political  economist  be  ascertained— 
What  quantity  of  labour  is  sufficient,  in  a 
given  population,   to  supply  necessaries  m 
abundance  for  the  whole  ?  and  until,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  information   so  obtained, 
some  means  be  adopted  to  furnish  employ* 
mcnt  for  the  whoh  of  the  labour  not  neces- 
sary to  such  supply.  •  I  have  read  the  IctiCT 
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•*  TTiat  nothing  of  this  sort"  [the  Pitt  deceptions]  *'  will  now  be  attempted 
*'  I  am  confident,  and,  if  it  were,  it  certainly,  would  not  succeed.  The  na- 
"  tionisnot  again  to  be  duped  in  that  way^    It  would  look  with  ab- 
•*  horrence  upon  the  attempt ;  or,  which  is  still  worse,  it  would  entirely 
•*  give  way  to  that  feeling  of  indifference,  which  has  long  been  creeping 
**  over  it,  and  which,  of  all  possible  feelings,  is  the  best  calculated  to 
*'  insure  and  accelerate  our  destruction  as  an  independent  people*     Let 
*'  us,  however,  hope  for  better  things ;  let  us  hope,  that  there  is  now 
**  forming,  and  that  we  shall  soon  enjoy  the  benefit   of,  an  administra- 
**  tion,    including  all  the   distinguished  men   in  the  country,  all   the 
♦•  weight,  whether  of  rank  or  of  talent,  that  the  nation  possesses.     Let 
"  us   hope,  that,  after  this  long,  long  night  of  ignorance,  of  jostling 
**  selfishness,    of  serpentine  intrigue,  of  crawling  sycophancy,  and   of 
**  miring   corruption,    the   dawn  of  knowledge,   of  talent,    of  public 
**  spirit,  and   or  integrity  is  approaching.     If  so,  and,  surely,  we  have 
**  good  reason  to  hope  that  this  is  the  case,  we  may  safely  rely  upon  the 
**  spirit  of  the   people.     That  spirit  is  not  dead  :  it  is  only  dormant ;  it 
**  only  wants  to  be  rouzed ;  but,  as  was  before  observed,  this  is  not  to 
'^'.bfe  done  by  fabble-rouzing  words.    The  threats  of   invasion,  and 
*'  other,  a// other  terrors,  will   now  be  of  no  avail.     "^The  people  have 
**  *^  supped  of  terrors,"  foreign  as  well  as  domestic.     They  want  nothing 
^*  to  terrify  them.     They  want  something  to  confide  in ;  something  to 
*^  cheer  them;  something  that  shall  present  itself  to  them  as  a  fair  foun- 
*'  dation  for  hoping  that  they  will,  at  some  time  or  other,  be  restored  to 
*'  their  former  state  of  happiness  at  home,  and  of  renown  in  the  world  ; 
^'  something  that  shall  make  them  love  their  country  as  Englishmen  were 
*'  wont  to  love  it;  something  that  shall  make  them  think  it  an  honour 
*^  to  arm  and  to  defend  it.     They  want  to  feel  the  beneficent  eflfects  of 
**  the  acts  of  the  government;  they  stand  in  need  of  the  impression  to 
*'  be  produced  only  by  great  and  striking  measures ;  and  to  adopt  such 
**  measures,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  success,  will  demand  an  exertion  of 
**  legitimate  influence  to  be  hoped  for  only  from  the  union  of  all  those 
**  public  roen^^  who  have  distinguished  themselves  as  the  enemirs  of  cor" 
^^  ruption  and  of  corrupt  rulers.     Upon  this  last  score  it  is,  that  the 
**  people  (without  whose  hearts,  let  men  say  and  think  what  they  will, 
V  the  Tiation  cannot  be  saved)  teel  most  sensibly ;  and,  it  must  have  been 
**  evident  to  every  tolerably  accurate  observer,  that,  by  his  tortuous 
"  measures  to  protect  peculators,  Mr.  Pitt  lost  more  of  the  public 
*'  confidence  than  by  all  his  other  measures  and  tricks  put  together.     If, 
"**  thcretbre,  the  new  ministers  shall  set  tlieir faces  against  all  measures  of 
**  this  sort ;  and,  if,  as  1  trust  will  be  the  case,  they  should  resolve  to 
•*  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  corruptions  of  the  last  twenty  years ;  if 
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**  t^jey  should  do  this,  they  need  fear  neither  the  '*  blood-suckers**  voices, 
*^  nor  the  arms  of  the  French.  But,  if  they  do  not  something,  at  least 
^*  in  this  way,  all  their  other  measures  will  be  useless.  They  will  inspire 
'•  no  confidence ;  and,  truth  to  say,  they  ought  not  to  inspire  any  con- 
"  fidcnce.  To  a  change^  a  great  change,  in  this  respect,  1  have  always 
•*  looked  forward  as  the  natural  consequence  ot  the  overthrow  of  the 
•*  Pitt  system  of  rule;  and,  if  no  such  change  take  place,  not  only 
*^  shall  I  be  cruelly  di^ppointed  and  mortified,  but,  though,  I  trust,  I 
**  never  shall  despair  of  my  country,  I  shall  be  compelled  to  transfer  my 
"  hopes  from  the  present  to  a  future  day ;  for,  as  to  going  on  in  the 
**  corrupt  path  of  the  last  twenty  ye^rs,  1  shall  hate  myself  i?  I  didrtot 
**  recoil  with  horror  at  the  prospect."-^— —Political  Regis  ter, 
Feb.  i,   1806.     Vol.  IX.  page  143. 


TO  TUB 

FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  ELECTORS 

OF  THE 
CITY  AND  LIBERTIES  OF  WESTMIKSTEE. 

LETTER  X. 

Geittlbmek, 

It  was  my  intentloD  to  have 
Analysed,  iq  this  letter,  the  whole  of  the  evi- 
dence, given,  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
relative  to  the  last  petition  of  Mr.  Paull 
against  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  then  to  have  in- 
quired into  the  justice  of  the  decision,  which 
was,  at  last,  made,  on  Wednesday  the  1 8th 
rastant,  by  that  ^mous  HouRe  (with  the  sole 
dissenting  voice  of  Lord  Folke^one),  name- 
\y,  that  '*  the  petition  wslb  false  and  scanda* 
tons,*"  and  that  Mr.  Drake,  tiie  unfortunate 
acqu  lintdnce,  sou-  in-law,  and  election  sup- 
porttr  of  Mr.  Sheridan,  should  be  Commit* 
led  to  Newgate ;  but,  though  it  would  be  an 
entertaining  and  not  unuseful  task  to  trace 
Mr.  Sheridan  through  his  comiections  with 
the  persons,  whom  he  has  now  blackened, 
siud  with  tliose  respectable  personages,  Mr. 
Iloman,  the  Matron  Butler,  and  the  hot  less 
respectable  Mr.  Aaron  Graham,  who  is,  at 
^nce,  superintendant  of  cofivicts  and  of  the 
theatre  of  Drury  Lane-,  yet,  I  shall  decline 
this  task,  at  least,  for  the  present,  and  for  the 
two  toUowipg  reasons :  tirst,  because  I  am 
9ati{>titd,  that,  as  to  the  evidence  and  de<^i- 
Bion,  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  in  the 
tiiindi)  of  alliincorrupted  men  >  ;ind,  second, 
t^ause,  in  "peaking  of  the  decision,  I  should 
nv)t,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  dare  to 
.«ipres«  myself  in  the  maimer  that  I  could 
wi.>>li ;  1  should  not  d;ire  to  express  my  feel- 
ifigs,  and  1  am  unwilling  to  disgrace  them 
'  by  having  recourse  to  i hetoric«l  inventions, 
.especially  a 'i  u  tin^e  is,  probjbly,  at  hand, 
^' 'Mfrviiffi' ^tPf^"  "^ ' "  ^very  tkiiig  Uoiie  by 


the  pre^tent  parliament,  we  shall  be  at  liber- 
ty to  say  what  we  please. With  resprct 

to  the  petition  against  the  return  of  Mr.  She- 
ridan, I  have  no  scruple  to  say,  that  I  am 
decidedly  against  its  further  prosecution, , To 
the  reasons,  which  I  urged  against  it,  at  the 
beginning ;  or,  rather,  before  it  was  begun^ 
I  might  now  add  the  argument  of  experience. 
Of  all  the  means  that  the  powerful  and  cor- 
rupt  have  of  keeping  down  the  people,  that 
of  ruining  those  who  stand  forward  in  sup- 
port of  their  lights  is  die  most  efiectual. 
Those,  who  are  resolved  not  to  take  the  wa- 
ges of  corruption,  should  take  care  not  to 
expose  themselves  to  the  necressity  of  doing 
it.  The  corruptors  say  to  those  who  would 
defend  the  people's  rights :  *'  we  will  make 
"  you  betray  the  people  and  join  us  in  phin^ 
"  dering  them,  or  we  will  compel  }ou  to 
*'  cease  from  your  elertiohs,  or  we  u  ill  ruin 
"  you ',  one  way  or  the  other  we  will  pre- 
"  vent  the  people  from  deriving  any  beiieft 
•'  from  wlrat  you  arc  able  to  do."  Such  it 
their  threat.  Gentlemen,  and,  unhappiiy, 
they  have,  at  present,  Che  power  to  execute 
it  with  but  too  much  punctuality.  When 
they  have  succeeded,  upon  any  such  occa- 
sion, they  never  fail  to  boast,  that  it  is  the 
effect  of  the  people's  voice ;  but,  they  and 
the  devil  well  know,  that,  through  the  in- 
fluence of  that  very  corruption,  which  it  is 
their  chief  object  to  support,  the  free  voice 
of  the  people  is  as  completely  stifled,  as  it 
could  possibly  be  by  the  feather  beds  of  the 
murderer^s  den. 

But,  Gentlemen,  though  I  decline  ad- 
dressing you  any  further,  at  present,  upon 
the  foregoing  subject,  there  is  another,  opQO 
,  which  1  canapjt  refrain  tro^j  addressing  yoo, 
as  being  of  tlie  greatest  imparlance  to  U3  ^\, 
I  because  likely  to  lead  to  the  destraetipn  i>f 
j  the  system  ot  corruption,  by  which  ^^f^ 
so  grijvously  oppressed ;  I  mtaxi,  the ^A$^p 
\  in  tile  ministry. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


485]  March  28/ 180/.* 

This  change,  which  cannot  possibly  b«  fur 
the  wors«  at  to  men,  -or  as  to  present  mea- 
hires,  and  which  may  po<isibly  produce  fu- 
ture good,  has  arisen  out  of  a  bill  which  was 
before  the  House  of  Commons,  relative  to 
the  removal  of  certain  restraints,  under 
M^hich  Homan  Catholics  and  other  Dissenters 
laboured.  1  propose;  first,  to  submit  to  you 
some  remarks  upon  the  effect  which  the  bill 
would  have  naturaUy  produced  3  second, 
tipon  the  nootive  whence  the  ministers 
t>roUght  it  forward,  as  clearly  demonstrated 
by  the  readiness  with  which  they  gave  it  up^ 
third,  upon  the  conduct  which  is,  by  the 
newspaper  writers,  ascribed  to  tie  king  upon 
the  occasion ;  fourth,  upon  the  causes  of 
Hie  boldness  of  their  opponents ;  fifth,  upon 
the  way,  in  which  we,  the  people,  are  con- 
sidered and  treated  in  this  and  similar  catea ; 
and,  sixth,  upon  the  great  and  general  cause 
of  these  struggles,  so  manifestly  hostile  to 
die  interests,  the  tranquillity^  and  the  honour 
of  our  country. 

I.  llie  Roman  Catholics  and  other  Dis- 
senters, who  refuse  to  comply  with  certain 
religious  tests^  are,  by  the  law,  as  it  now 
stands,  disqualified  from  holding  superior 
ranks  in  the  Army  or  the  Navy;  and,  the 
natural  effect  of  the  bill  in  question  would 
have  been  to  open  the  road  of  promotion  to 
persons  of  thai  description.  This  road  is,  in 
fact,  already  open  to  every  class  of  Di^sen* 
ters  except  the  Roman  Catholics,  because 
the  fonner,  either  complv  with  the  cere- 
mony required,  or  are  freea  from  the  penal- 
ties of  non-compliance  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment, annually  passed,  called  the  "Annual 
Indemnity  bill,*'  which  is  no  other  than  a 
law  for  the  purpose  of  excusing  from  pu- 
nishment men  who  have  been  guilty,  know- 
ingly, of  a  breach  of  the  law.  But,  there  is 
one  test,  which  the  Roman  Catholics  refuse 
to  give,  namely,  that,  according  to  which 
I  hey  are  called  upon  to  acknowledge  the  su- 
premacy of  the  king,  as  relating  to  the 
church.  This  they  make  a  point  of  con- 
science. They  hold,  that  the  Pope  is  tl^ 
true  and  legitimate  successor  of  St.  Peter, 
whom,  they  say,  Jesus  Christ  placed  at  the 
head  of  tbeChurcli»  or,  in  other  words,  gave 
him  the  supremacy  over  it.  They  see  plain- 
ly enough,  that  the  Popes,  like  ouv  prime 
ministers,  are  set  up  and  pulled  down  by 
whatever  power  happens  to  be  strongest  5 
and  that,  at  some  times,  tliere  are  two  Popes 
at  once.  iTiey  see,  that 'any  old  man,  some- 
times a  grasping  miser,  sometiuics  a  concu- 
bine keeper,  louaetimes  an  incestuous  beast, 
sometimes  a  tyrant,  sometitnea  a  consun  * 
mate  hypocrite>  and  sometimes  much  more* 
than  half  a  madman,  may  be  Pope  -,  yet  arc 
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they  kind  enough  still  in  regard  him  as  a 
being  perfectly  sacred.  We,  of  the  Church 
o(  £ngland,  who  scorn  such  self-degrading 
bigotry,  who  are  enlight*nied  by  philosophy, 
and  have  liberty  to  say  what  we  think,  hold, 
on  the  contrary,  that  our  king  is  the  head  tf 
our  church,  as  we  hol/i  him  to  be  also  of  the 
army  and  the  navy  and  the  courts  of  law  and 
justice }  and,  all  tliat  we  ask  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics to  do,  is,  to  swear  that  they  hold  the 
same,  which  they,  to  a  man,  refuse  to  do ; 
alledging.  a^  was  before  observed,  that,  as  Je- 
sus Christ's  Church  is  one,  as  theirs  is  that 
one,  and  as  the  Pope  is  the  only  legitimate 
head  of  that,  our  king  cannot  possibly  be  tlie 
head  of  the  Church.  They  are  willing  to 
swear,  as  often  as  we  please,  that  they  re- 
gard the  king  as  the  only  temporal  sovereign 
in  his  dominions;  that  with  such  matters 
their  Pope  has  nothing  at  all  to  dfi ;  and  that 
they  own  no  earthly  allegiance  to  any  other 
sovereign  than  our  king;  but,  we  insist 
upon  their  swearing,  that  they  own  no  reli- 
gious allegiance  to  any  body  but  the  sacred 
person  at  the  head  of  our  Church ;  and,  here 
it  is  that  we  split.^— -Now,  Gentlemen^ 
the  bill  in  question  would  (as  far  as  relatedi 
to  military  and  naval  officers,  and  no  farther) 
have  done  away  the  necessity  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholics giving  this  test  -,  and,  die  natural  ef- 
fects would,  as  was  above  stated,  have  been 
to  have  placed  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow 
subjects,  in  the  army  and  navy,  upon  the 
same  footing  with  ourselves,  leaving  them 
in  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  tlieir  notion,  that 
an  old  man,  living  at  Rome,  whence  he  was 
sent  for,  the  other  day,  by  Buonapart£,  to 
travel  over  the  Alps,  in  the  dead  of  winter, 
at  the  evident  risk  of  his  neck,  is  the  true 
and  only  successor  of  St.  Peter,  the  supreme 
head  of  the  Church  all  over  the  world,  and 
that  it  is  agreeable  to  the  will  of  a  God  of 
infinite  wisdom,  that  this  old  n?an,  or  muck 
about  such  an  one,  should  be  imiversally  re- 
garded as  possessing  sacredness  and  infaJlibi'^ 
lity.  Such  a  notion  is,  to  say  the  least  of  it, 
consummately  ridiculous  -,  but,  after  havinc 
given  due  consideration  to  the  subject,  I 
cannot,  I  must  confess,  perceive  any  practi- 
cal mischief  tliat  could  possibly  have  arisen 
ont  of  it.  Had  the  measure,  indeed,  tended 
to  re-introduce  the  Roman  Catholic  religioa 
here,  with  all  its  attendant  temporal  abusei^ 
such  as  they  are,  or  have  beeo>  in  some  fo* 
reign  countries;  with  all  its  abbots  and  . 
bishops,  who,  instead  of  residing  in  their 
abbeys  and  dioceses  and  superintending  their 
priests,  spent  their  time,  in  the  metropolis, 
at  balls,  routs,  dinners,  cards  and  dice,  and 
who,  instead  of  bestowing  benefices  upon 
*men  of  exemplary  piety,  cruiiuned  their  ab- 
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bey«  and  cathedral*  with  their  stupid  and 
{>rofligate  relations^  and,  not  unfrequently 
with  their  own  bastards  :  yes,  indeed,  if 
this  measure  had  tended  to  re-intrcduce  an 
establishment,  the  clergy  of  which  were  pro- 
moted, not  according* to  their  merits,  but 
through  the  influence  of  family  connection, 
of  government  interest,  of  party  or  court  ca- 
bal, or  amorous  intrigue  j  where  benefices 
were  frequently  the  price  of  political  apos- 
tacy,  of  successful  sycophancy,  of  prosper- 
ous pimping,  or  of  the  prostitution  of  a  sis- 
ter, a  wife,  or  a  daughter  j  and  where  so 
scandalously  partial  was  the  distribution  of 
benefices  (four  or  five  of  which  were  some 
times  bestowed  upon  one  clergyman),  that 
it  seemed  as  if  the  design  was  to  belie  the 
Gospel,  and,  instead  of  giving  the  hire  to  the 
labourers,  to  bestow  it  on  the  lazy  and  pam- 
pered pluralists,  while  the  curates,  tixe  real 
pastors,  were  starving  in  rags,  and  while  the 
flocks  were  regularly  fleeced,  but  never  fed : 
Let  any  man  reflecl  upon  these  things ;  let 
him  compare  what  I  have  here  described 
\vith  our  present  happy  situation ;  and  then 
let  him  say,  whether  we  ought  not  to  have 
exposed  our  lives,  to  the  last  man,  rather 
than  submit  to  a  system  of  imposture  so  de- 
grading to  us,  had  the  ministers  attempted  to 
introduce  it.  But,  Gentlemen,  as  I  said  be- 
fore, 1  am  fully  persuaded,  that  the  bill 
would  have  had  no  such  tendency ;  th^t  it 
would'  not  have  altered  our  church  aflairs  at 
all  for  the  worse  5  and  that,  therefore,  the 
cry,  which  the  detestable  hypocrites  are  set- 
ting up,  about  (fan^^r  ta  the  church,  from  the 
-dreaded  prevalence  oi  popery  is.surely  one  of 
those  tricks,  by  the  means  of  which  knaves 
impose  upon  fools,  and  amongst  whicli  fools, 
I  atn  confident,  none  of  you  will  be  found. 

II.  But,  Gentlemen,  while  I  am  fullyper- 
suaded,  that  the  bill  in  question  would  have 
produced  no  harm,  either  as  to  church  or 
state,  and  while,  I  think,  you  will  discover 
no  reason  why  any  class  of  our  own  coim- 
trymen  should  be  excluded  from  posts  of  mi- 
litary trust,  at  a  time  when  we  see  an  army 
<i{  Hatifnf Brians,  commanded  by  Hanoverian 
officers,  sationed  in  the  heart  of  the  king- 
tiom,  I  have,  I  confess,  no  very  high  opinion 
us  to  the  good  that  would  have  been  done  by 
the  bill ;  and,  as  to  the  motives  of  the  minis- 
iers  in  bringing  it  forward,  they  appear  to 

me  to  be  much  worse  than  doubtful. 

There  has  been  much  shuflfiing  and  quib- 
bling upon  the  subject 5  but,  in  few  words, 
the  state  of  the  case  is  this.  The  ministers 
stood  unequivocally  pledged  to  bring  forward 
«ome  measure  for  the  further  relief  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland.  You  will  tell 
mt,  I  know,  that  they  slvod  as  firmly  pledg- 


ed to  bring  forward  many  other  measures, 
all  i^hich  pledges  they  have  set  at  defiance, 
laughing  in  the  faces  of  those  who  were  cre- 
dulous enough  to  believe  in  their  former  pro- 
fessions. Bat,  you  will  please  to- obsen'C, 
that,  upon  this  question,  the  Grenvilles  also 
stood  pledged,  and  not  the  less  firmly  be- 
cause the  Mardiioness  of  Buckingham  was  a 
Roman  Catholic.  Yet,  having  seen,  that 
Pitt  found  some  difficulty  in  getting  off  from 
this  rock,  they  would  have  avoided  it,  had 
they  not  seen,  that  the  Roman  Catholics 
were  coming  forth  with  a  petition  to  parlia* 
ment,  in  order  to  put  their  fidelity  to  the  test. 
Thus  penned  up,  they  fell  upon  a  scheme, 
by  which  they  thought  to  be  able,  at  once, 
to  silence  the  Catholics  and  to  keep  their 
places ;  and  this  was,  to  gf  t  the  bill  ih  ques- 
tion passed,  which  they  would  have  held  out 
to  the  ^Catholics  as  a  mere  beginning  of  the 
fulfilment  of  their  promises,  and  as  a  proof, 
that  if  more  was  not  now  done,  the  fault  lay 
elsewhere.  Their  newspapers  assert,  with 
what  truth  I  know  not,  that  to  this  bill  they 
obtained  the  previous  approbation  of  the 
king.  We  will  speak,  by-and-by,  upon  thif 
mode  of  originating  bills;  but,  that  they 
really  did  obtain  this  approbation  is,  I  think, 
pretty  certain  from  that  love  of  place  which 
has  marked  their  subsequent  conduct,  and 
which  would  have  prevented  them  from  agi- 
tating the  question,  if  they  had  therein  seen 
any  danger  to  the  duration  of  their  power 
and  emoluments.  But,  it  is,  with  equal  con- 
fidence, asserted,  on  the  other  side,  that  the 
king  was  not  fully  apprized  of  the  purport  of 
the  bill  J  and  that  he  began  to  express  his 
disapprobation  of  it,  the  moment  the  mutiny 
bill  had  passed.  The  real  truth,  however, 
is,  'I  believe,  that  the  kin^  thought  this  a 
good  opportunity  t)f  humbling  them ;  aQd 
was  resolved  to  avail  himself  of  it  according-^ 
ly.  When,  therefore,  he  expressed  his  dis- 
approbation of  the  bill,  and  when  thry  in- 
stantly consented  to  withdraw  it  (though  it 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  parliament,  you  will 
observe),  that,  as  they  now  say,  did  not  sa- 
tisfy him,  and  he  demanded  from  them  a 
written  fromise,  that  they  would,  for  ever 
after,  refirain  from  interfering  with  him  upon 
certain  points,  this,  of  course,  amongst  the 
rest.  Tbis  written  promise,  which  the 
Morning  Chronicle  denominates  an  "  inden- 
ture of  servitude,"  they  refused  to  sign  j  and 
that  refusal  it  the  cause  of  their  being  strip- 
ped of  their  offices.  Now,.  Gentlemen,  if, 
after  all  that  we  have  seen  of  these  minis- 
ters, since  they  have  been  in  power,  we 
wanted  any  proof  of  their  want  of  princi- 
ple, of  their  total  disre^gtrcl  of  every  thing 
when  put  in  competition  iipith  place  and 
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emoliimeDt^  what  other  proof  do  we  want 
tbao  this  therr  offer  to  withdraw  this  bill  ? 
In  my  last  Register,  not  aware  of  this  fact, 
I  obser\'ed,  that  if  they  did  not  press  this  bill 
upon  the  House  with  all  their  might,  they 
must  be  covered  with  everlasting  disgrace  ^ 
and,  we  now  find,  that  not  only  do  they  not 
press  the  bill  upon  the  House,  but  that  they 
would  have  kept  their  places  even  on  the 
condition  of  withdrawing  the  b'dl.  Yet  has 
this,  even  this  part  of  their  conduct  met 
with  an  advocate  in  the  Morning  Chronicle. 
Its  defence  of  it  is,  I  think,  rather  more 
curious  than  any  thing  I  have  seen  for  some 
time  i  I,  therefore,  oeg  you  to  read  it  with 
attention,  bearing  in  mind,  all  the  while, 
that  when  Pilt  returned  to  oiHce,  without 
bringing  forward  a  bill  of  the  same  sort  of 
much  greater  extent,  this  Morning  Chronicle 
accused  him  of  the  basest  abandonment  of 
principle.  I  must  once  more  press  upon  yon 
the  necessity  of  reading  the  whole  of  the 
passage  withattention ;  for, be  assured,  it  con- 
tains the  substance  of  their  defence  j  and  it  con- 
tains, too,  some  very  pretty  doctrines  about 
our  **  invaluable  constitution,'*  as  they  are 
continually  calling  it,  in  the  Hoase  of  Com- 
mons.  '*  The  Prerogative  by  which  the 

"  King  may  remove  his  Ministers  is,  like, 
*'  every  olher^  a  Prerogative  vested  in  the 
'*  Crown  for  the  good  of  the  Nation,  and 
'*  to  be  exercised  with  no  other  view  and  to 
'^  no  other  end.  Tlie  House  of  Commons 
"  hasjust  as  unquestionable  a  constitutional 
*'  right  to  refuse  Supplies  as  the  King  to 
**  change  his  Ministers— but  in  neither  case 
*'  is  the  right  arbitrary.  It  is  to  be  exer- 
*''  cised  with  a  sound  discretion,  and,  in  fact, 
"  in  both  cases  is  a  latent  remedy,  inherent 
**  in  our  Constitution,  to  be  called  into  use 
"  upon  great  emergencies,  rather  than  tlie 
**  ordinary  healthful  system  of  our  Govern- 
'•  ment. — ^Ministers  felt  that  they  had  a  most 
"  important  duty  to  perform,  lliey  had 
*'  recourse,  therefore,  to  no  abstract  tlieo- 
•*  ries.  They  knew  that  measures  were  to  be 
»'  conducted  from  tJieir  commencement  to 
♦'  their  conclusion,  according  to  the  PRAC- 
"  TICE  OF  THE  COXSTITUl^iON,  and 
"  every  measure  they  have  proposed  has 
"  been  f earned  and  brought  forward,  as- 
*'  much  with  a  just  acknowledgment  of  ihe 
**  authority  under  which  they  acted  as 
**  Ministers,  as  with  an  ultimate  view  to 
**  the  best  interests  of  their  country.— — 
"When  a  particular  measure  came  to  be 
♦*  discussed,  feithcr  as  to  pressing  or  aban- 
^  doning  it,  it  was  their  duty  to  consider 
"  the  whole  ends  and  views  of  their  gene- 
**  ral  administration,,  and  its  tendency  ta 
*^  advance  the  public  intercsta  as  well  as  the 


"  value,  at  the  time,  of  a  single  measure^ 
"  however  important     They  were  under  no 
"  DIRECT  pledges-,  and  they  knew  that  if 
''  they  could  not,  as  Ministers,  effect  the 
''  object,  their  at>andoning  the  Government 
"  would,  in  every  way,  render  worse  the  si- 
"  tuation  of  those  whom  they  wished  to  be- 
"  nefit.      In   the  situation  in  which  the 
"  country  stood,  it  was  not  one  question  on 
"  which  its  fate  was  staked,  and  they  did 
"  not  feel  themselves  justified  in  forsaking 
*'  the  general  management  of  qffairs  at  so 
"  important  a  ^risis,  tecovse  one  measure 
"  had  encountered  obstacles. — They  knew, 
*'  moreover,  that  it  a  conscientious  scruple 
"  might  have  influenced  in  one  quarter, 
"  that  scruple  was  sure  to  create  a  whole 
"  svarm  of  tartuifs  and  hypocrites  from  in- 
"  terest  j   and  that  the  very  supposition  of 
"  extorting  a  disagreeable  concession  from 
*'  the  King,  was  sure  to  set  all  the  activity 
"  of  pettifogging  devotees  in  motion,    ta 
"  make  religion  and  conscience  the  watch- 
*'  words  of  £K:tion.     Ministers,  therefore, 
'^  resolved  to  deprive  their  enemies  of  this 
".factious  pretence  of  conscience  and  prin- 
'•  ciple  5    they  retolved  to  strip  the  jjetti- 
"  f(%ging  casuists  of  all  apology  for  excitingi 
"  old  prejudices,    and  kindling    forgotten 
'*  rancours.    They  gave  up  the  question^ 
'*  the  success  of  whichi    in   the  oircum« 
*'  stances  of  the  case,  woidd  not  have  been 
'f  advanced  by  their  adherence  to  it,    They 
"  did  not    wish  to    aflbrd    an    excuse    to 
"  a  set  of  unprincipled  intriguers  for  ex- 
"  citing  a  ferment  in  the  state,  under  the 
"  cloak  of   any  assumed  authority  abovo 
"  them— This^rmwew,  and  this  just  con* 
**  sideration  of  the'  whole   interest  of'  the 
*'  State,  has  withheld  Ministers  from  giving 
"  up  their  places  to  the  intriguers  who  wisi» 

"  to  supplant  them.'* To  take  this  de^ 

fence  in  due  order,  we  are  first  called  upon 
to  express  our  admiration  at  the  discovery, 
that  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  to  dismisf 
ministers  and  the  privilege  of  parliament  ta 
refuse  supplies  are  "  latent  remedies**  in 
our  constitution,  to  be  bronght  forth  an<l 
applied  in  great  enr>ergencies,  and  not 
to  be  used  in  the  healthjui  state  of  the  pati^. 
ent.  With  respect  to  the  latter,  it  is  verjr 
latent ;  very  latent  indeect;  and  it  is  hard 
to  conceive  any  state  of  the  patient  that  will 
be  able  to  call  it  forth.  But,  the  former  1» 
not  so  latent.  It  is  used  pretty  often,  and 
with  wonderful  effect  The  truth  is.  Gen- 
tlemen, that  this  difference  arises  from  tho 
state  of  the  doctors  and  not  of  the  patients* 
The  prerogative  of  turning  out  ministers  is 
in  active  hands,  while  the  pdvilege  of  re* 
fusing  supplies  is  a  remedy  that  is  depooited 
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with  those  who  seem  to  have  been,  by  some 
means  or  other,  pncvailed  upon  to  leave  off 
business.  Yes,  Gentlemen,  it  is  this  power 
of  refusing  supplitis  that  constitutes  the  sbie 
check  which  the  parliament  has  upon  the 
crown,  and,  if  this  ^)ower  ceases,  no  matter 
from  what  cause,  there  is  no  check  at  all 

upon  the  crown. The  ministers,  we  are 

told,  by  til  is  writer,  "  did  not  amuse  them- 
*^  selves  with  abstract  theories,"  but  acted 
upon  *•  the  practice  of  the  constitution.** 
That  is  to  say,  they  threw  aside  what  ought 
to  be  done,  and  did  what  others  had  done 
before  themj  ami,  accordingly,  they  first 
obtained  the  consent  of  the  king  to  the 
passing  of  a  law,  before  that  law  Was  pro- 
pounded to  the  House  of  Commons.  This 
is  a  fine  doctrine  to  urge  in  favour  of 
men  who  have,  for  twenty  years  past, 
been  bawling  about  the  constitution, 
«nd  railing  against  the  increase  of  the  power 
of  the  crown !  No ;  they  '*  did  not  amuse 
*^  themselves  with  abstract  theories"  about 
checks  and  balances :  that  was  a  treat  they 
kindly  kept  for  us :  mountebanks  never  play 
their  tricks  for  the  amusement  of  one  ano- 
ther :  they  would  as  soon  think  of  curing 
their  ailments  with  their  owq  brick-dust  and 
yellow-oker  drugs.— ^But,  now  for  the  two- 
grand  reasons  for  withdrawing  the  bill ;  tlie 
first  of  which  is,  that  the  ministers,  being^ 
under  **  no  Srect  pledges,'\  thought  it  for 
the  good  of  tne  country,  in  such  an  impor-^ 
tant  crisis,  that  they  should  give  up  the  bill 
and  keep  their  places.  As  to  the  pledges, 
they  mean,  I  suppose,  by  introducing  the 

word  direct,  to  say,  that  no  man  holds  a 
bond,  under  their  hand  and  seal,  for  their 

bringing  forward  the  measure  relative  to  tlie 

Catholics ;  for,  in  every  other  way,  short  of 

this,  had  they  pledged  themselves  to  that 

measure.   Several  of  them  bad  resigned  with 

Pitt,  in  the  midst  of  war  an4  difficulty,  be- 
cause the  king  would  not  consent  to  it }  all 

of  them,  except  Lords  Sidmouth  ai)d  Ellen- 

borough,  bad  urged  the  adoption  of  it  after 

Pitt's  return  to  power  5  and  had  Reproached 

him,  and  justly  reproached  him,  with  the 

basest  apostacy  and  love  of  place,  because 

iic  accepted  of  that  place  upon  conditions 

which  disabled  him  from  carrying  the  mea- 
sure.   No  J  there  was  no  bond  to  hold  up  tq 

tlicir  teeth,  there  was  no  "  direct  pledge," 

nor  was  there  any  in  the  case  of  the  Spartan 

General  towards  Colonel  Johnstone  ;  but. 

Gentlemen,  those  who  were  not  to  be  held 

to  a  pledge,  such   as  these  nam isters  had 

given  to  the  Catholics,  and  such  as  the  Spar- 
tan General  had  given  to  Colonel  Johnstone^ 

mould i  1  think  you  will  agree,  have  made, 

irjtbl^e  help  of  a  pittifogging  attornejr,  a 


tolerably  decent  struggto  against  the  tram- 
mels of  a  parchment  bond,  f  No  direct 
"  pledge!"  Verily,  when  tbe  king  had 
heard  this  frqm  tl^om  ^  >Ji^hen  he  had  seen 
the  readiness  with  which,  they  acled  upon  it, 
it  was  high  time  to  havq  their  pledges  down 

in  black  apd  white. With  respect  to  the 

plea,  that  they  gave  up  the  bill,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  able  to  keep  their  places  for 
tile  good  of  the  country,  it  is,  I  will  say  that 
for  it,  the  most  tnodebt  I  ever  heard  in  all 
my  li/e ;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  a  plea 
that  every  set  of  placemen  have  made  a'»0 
of  from  the  days  of  the  famous  Cabal  dowQ 
to  those  of  Lord  Elowick  and  General  Fitz- 
patrick.     Pitt  did    not  court  place.    Lord 
Melville  never  wanted  place.     Nor  the  Ad- 
dingtons   nor    the  Hawkesburies    nor  th^ 
Hobarts  nor  the  Edens  nor  the  Roses  nor 
the  Huskissons  nor  the  Cannings  nor  the 
Calcrafis  nor  Alexander  Davison  nor  Gene- 
ral Delancey ;  no,  nop^  of  them  ever  wanted, 
or  now  want,  place  and  pelf,  any  more  than 
these  are  wanted  by  the  GrenvlUps :  all,  all 
to  a  man,  have  wanted  merely  the  power  of 
serving  the  country  ;  that  country  which  is 
so  dear  to  them,  and  to  which  Ihey  are  so 
dear.    But,  in  such  case,  men,  in  the  ardoor 
of  their  ^eal  to  be  serviceable,  are  apt  to 
over-rate  their  ability  ]  and,  I  think,  if  we 
look  at  the  thirteen  months  ad^ninistration  of 
these  men,  we  shall  find  it  difficult  to  ima- 
giue  how  they  could  possibly  have  done  less 
good  to  the  country ;  the  putting  a  stop  to 
the  increase  of  the  taxes  being  tne  only  act 
of  theirs  worthy  of  marked  approbation,  aud 
that  was  a   measure,  which    the  state  of 
things  would,  of  itself,  have  effected.  It  may, 
indeed,  be  said,  that,  afler  having,  most  of 
them,  been  k^pt  out  of  power  for  twenty 
years,  nay  for  twenty-two  years,  it  was  no 
more  than  fair  to  allow  them  the.iirst  year 
to  settle  themselves  and  their  relations  well 
down ;  and  that,  when  we  accuse  Mr.  She- 
ridan of  having  fulfilled  none  of  his  pledges, 
we  uncandidly  overlook  the  fact,  tliat  he  has 
been  settling  his  son  in  a  place  worth  three 
thousand  pounds  a  year,  ^t  home,  while  he 
is  captain  of  a  regiment  serving  abroad^  i^ 
this  doing  nothing  ?     Is  it  nothing  for  Mr. 
Grey  to  have  made  his  father  an  Earl  and 
himself  a  Lord?  Did  he  do  nothing  while  he 
was  at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty  ?    Those 
who  accuse  him  of  that  forget,  sorely,  that 
he  turned  off  Sir  Charles  Saxlon,  the  Com- 
missioner at  Portsrpouth,  upon  a  pension,  for 
life,  of  six  hundred  poqnds  ^  year,  in  order 
to  make  way  for  his  brother,  the  *•  Hononr- 
able"  Mr.  Grey  j  and  that  another  brother 
of  his,  who  has  acquired  his  military  fajnt 
I  Hnpw  not  w{iere^  Jias  beep  appolnM  tj 
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supercede  General  Baird  in  th&  command  of 
tlie  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Is  this  doing  no- 
thing ?  And  this  is  only  a  very  small  part 
of  what  he  has  done  for  his  own  kindred,  to 
say  nothing  off  what  he  has  done  for  those 
who  have  shewn  themselves  willing  to  de- 
fend him  against  th^  reproaches  of  his  for- 
mer friends.  Then  there  is  my  Lord  Henry 
Petty,  has  he  done  nothing  ?  Let  any  one 
look  at  the  brood  of  young  friends  that  he 
was  nursing  up,  and  some  of  whom  he  had 
actually  got,  not  only  into  office  but  into 
parliament,  though,  to  ignorant  observers,  it 
would  not  seem  that  nature  ever  intended 
them  for  any  thing  beyond  the  desk  of  a 
counting-house.  This  is,  I  think,  doing 
much  5  and,  only  a  little  of  his  lordship's 
works,  in  this  way,  have  become  visible,  the 
chief  part  of  his  brt)od  having  not  yet  made 
their  appearance,  being,  at  this  moment,  in 
tnuch  about  the  same  situation  as  that  of  a 
nest  of  callow  rats  at  the  tearing  down  of 
the  building,  amongst  the  rotten  and  hollow 
parts  of  which  they  are  deposited.  Has  Mr. 
Calcraft  done  notliing  ?  Has  -General  Fitz- 
patrick  done  nothing  in  not  only  attending 
to  his  office,  but  in  securing  to  himself,  in^ 
dependent  c^that  oti^ce,  a  colonelsbip  of  an 
old  regiment,  though  he  sold  his  company 
in  the  Guards  twenty  years  ago,  and  though 
he  has  not  ^n  a  day's  service  since  ?  Has 
Lord  Erskin^  done  nothing  ?  It  the  taking 
of  his  son  from  the  bar  (where,  doubtless, 
.he  would  soon  have  got  briefs  and  fees),  and 
the  making  an  ambassador  of  him  3  is  this 
nothing  ?  Is  it  nothing  to  have  bestowed  a 
large  church  living  upon  a  son  of  Mrs.  Bou- 
verie?  Is  it  nothing  to  have  made  com- 
ibrtable  provision  for  every  relation  that  was 
dependent  upon  himself  ?  And,  are  all  these 
thines)  are  they,  and  a  hundred  others  that 
might  be  mentioned,  nothing?  Are  they 
nothing  at  ap  ?  And,  coming  to  reason  and 
consciience,  iJentlemen,  could  we  expect, 
that,  amidst  all  these  important  concerns, 
the  old  musty  pledges  about  parliamentary 
reform  and  the  sedition  bills  should  be  re- 
membered ?  To  be  sure^  it  may  be  said,  that 
any  body  eke;  that  any  fitly  men  that  one 
xould  have  stopped  in  the  Haymarket,  would 
liave  been  as  ^ble,  though,  perhaps,  not  quite 
so  willing,  to  do  all  this,  as  the  Whig  tni- 
liisters  have  been  ;  and,  as  tliis  is  probably 
4rue,  I  really  can  see  no  reason  to  regret,  upon 
the  score  of  ability,  their  departure  from 
©fFce,  especially  when  I  consider,  that  they 
will  be  succeeded  by  men  equally  adroit  in 
the  creatinj^and  disposing  of  places  and  pen- 
sions.-r— The  second  grand  reason  alledge^ 
for  their  offering  to  withdraw  the  bill,  is, 
^at  tkey  wished  to  deprive    tlie  lartujfe 
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\  courtiers,  as  they  call  them,  of  an  jopportu- 
nity  of  asserting,  that  ihey  were  turned  out 
for  attempting  to  force  the  king  to  do  that 
which  was  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  his 
conscience,  ^ow.  Gentlemen,  you  will 
observe,  that,  either  they  did  attempt  tib 
force  the  king's  conscience,  or  they  did 
not.  If  they  did  not ;  if  they  proposed  to 
him  nothing  but  what  was  constitutional  and 
expedient  5    what  a  pretty  proof  of  their 

Jirmness  have  we,  in  their  having  given  up 
tlie  measure,  lest  their  adversaries  should 
make  of  their  perseverance  a  handle  where- 
with to  excite  popular  prejudice  against 
them  ?  And,  if  they  did  attempt  to  force, 
the  king's  conscience,  what  shall  we  say  to 
the  sincerity  that  taught  them  to  endeavour 
to  make  the  world  believe,  that  they  did 
not  ?  Their  choice,  therefore,  seems  to  lie 
between  unparralleled  pusilanimity  and  tin- 
parralleled  hypocrisy,  the  very  least  of  their 
meannesses  being,  that,  at  any  rate,  and 
upon  any  condition,  they  wished  to  keep 
their  places.  *'  No,*'  they  will  say,  "  we 
"  refused  to  keep  them  up^n  the  last  condi- 
"  tion  proposed  to  us.**  Aye,  aye  j  so  you 
did  J  but,  you  well  knew,  that,  if  the  king 
had  once  had  you  down  in  black  and  white, 
your  places  would  not  have  been  worth  an 
hour's  purchase  j  and  that,  in  fact,  you 
would  have  been  turned  out,  and,  if  possi- 
ble, in  a  plight  a  little  worse  than  that 
which    you    now    are.  As     long   as 

there  was  any,  even  the  faintest  hope, 
of  preserving  those  places,  you  stuck 
to  them  like  a  louse  to  a  German's  beard, 
which  retreats  and  advances  with  the  ebbing 
and  flowing  of  the  beer  mug  or  the  gin  glass  j 
but,  when  you  were  certain  that  you  could 
keep  them  no  longer,  then,  and  npt  until 
tlien,  you  made  a  refusal  that  might  serve, 
as  yo«  hoped,  to  reinstate  you  in  tjie  opinion 
of  your  former  friends  3  a  hope  in  which  you 
will^  assuredly,  find  yourselves  deceived. 
Your  promised  explanation  cannot  have  rea- 
ched me,  befbre  this  sheet  is  in  the  press  ; 
but,  after  what  I  have  seen  in  your  associ- 
ate, Mr.  Perry's  news- paper,  I  want  not  to, 
hear  it,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  judge  of  Its 
substance.  It  will  consist  in  dark  hints,  in 
general,  loose,  and  commoix-place  observa- 
tions, upon  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 
upon  the  duty  and  jespomihilitif  of  minis- 
ters, upon  the  critical  situation  of  affairs, 
and  upon  your  own  endeavours  and  virtues  j 
but^  mark  my  words,  your  harangues  will 

•  be  received,  .out  of  dpors,  at  least,  with  as 
much  indifference  as  you  received  the  peti- 
tion of  Colonel  Johnstone.  The  news- pa- 
pers containing  them  may  be  readf  and  may 
be  sujfhfl  lo  lie  upon  the  telle  j  but,  not  or»e 
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sigh  of  sorrow  will  they  draw  forth,  not  one  j 
vord  will  they  cause  to  be  articulated  in  your 
favour. 

IIJ.  Upon  the  conduct  of  the  King,  in 
this  case,  there  is  no  need  of  saying  much. 
He  acted  as  most  other  men  do,  in  similar 
circumstances ;  he  followed  his  own  incli- 
nation. It  is  not  necessary  to  enter  upon 
the  question,  whether  he  did  right,  or 
wrong  J  and,  besides,  the  constitution  says, 
that  he  can  do  no  wrong.  All  that  it  seems 
to  be  worth  our  while  to  think  about,  as 
touching  the  conduct  of  the  King>  is  this : 
that,  the  uews-paper  writers  assert,  that  it 
was  he,  or  persons  acting  under  his  conii- 
inands,  that  stopped  the  progress  of  the  bill 
in  the  ,House  of  Commons.  I  have  before 
obser\'ed,  that  we  have  been  taught  to  be- 
lieve, that  there  are  certain  checks  and  ha- 
lances  in  our  constitution  of  government  j 
but,  Grentlemen,  if  these  news-writers 
speak  truth ;  if  the  King  can,  when  he 
pleases,  ,put  a  stop  to  the  progress  of  a  bill 
in  the  House  of  Commons ;  if  this  be  the 
case,  it  is,  in  reality,  th«  King  who  causes 
every  law  to  pass  that  does  pass  ',  and,  as 
he  is  also  the  executor  of  the  law,  where, 
in  that  case,  are  those  famous  checks  and 
balances  i  And,  of  what  use  at  all  is  the 
House  of  Commons  ?    You  will,  of  course, 

Sercetve,  that  I  am  arguing  against  the 
octrioc  of  the  new8*paper  writers,  without 
pretending  to  admit  the  fact  ^  but.  Gentle- 
men, I  scruple  not  to  assert,  and  that  in  the 
most  unqualified  manner,  that,  if  the  King 
had  it  in  his  power  to  stop,  whether  directly 
or  indirectly,  the  progress  of  a  bill  in  parlia- 
ment, that  parliament,  like  the  old  degene- 
rated, cormpted,  and  despised  parliament 
of  Paris,  would  be  a  mere  court  wherein  to 
register  the  edicts  of  the  King,  and  thst  we, 
however  we  might  endeavour  to  disguise  the 
shameful  truth,  should  be  the  subjects  of  an 
arbitrary  monarch.— —So  far,  however,  am 
I  from  regarding  this  as  our  present  situa- 
tion I  so  Ur  am  I  from  looking  upon  tlie  par- 
liament as  a  set  of  puppets,  moved  back- 
ward and  forward  by  a  att  of  ministerial 
wirts  i  so  far  am  I  from  supposing  that  658 
of  our  countrymen  could  be  found  to  be  so 
detestably  base,  that  I  must  regard  the  post- 
ponement of  the  floman  Catholic  bill  as 
merely  temporary.  It  was  brought  in  by 
Lord  Howick  ;  but,  having  been  read  by 
the  House  of  Commons,  having  been  recei- 
ved by  ibat  House  with  every  mark  of  ap- 
probation, some  other  meinber  will,  surely, 
move  for  the  second  reading,  in  dus  time. 
I  confidently  trust,  thar  1  shall  not  be  dis- 
appointed in  this,  because  it  seeais  ne  essary 
in  order  to  give  a  proof  of  the  absur.lity  of 


the  above-mentioned  doctrine  of  the  news- 
paper writers.     Good  God  !     the  King  cause 
a  bill  to  be  stopped  in.  its  progress  through, 
the  House  of  Commons !     I  dare  be   sworD 
that  such  an  idea  never  entered  the  mind  of 
his  Majesty  even  in  a  dream.    If  this  were 
the  case,  what  a  farce  would  be  ths  delile^ 
rations  of  that  house !  We  might  do  with 
their  votes  what  that  excellent  fdlow.  Swifts 
proposed  to  do  with  those  of  the  Logion 
Club.     Forbid  it  decency !    Forbid   it  the 
title  of  "  honourable  gentleman  !**  Why^ 
if  this  abominable  doqlrine  were  to  be  ad- 
mitted, the  deliberations  of  the  House  of 
Commons  would  resemble  the   proceedings 
of  a  Dean  and   Chapter,    acting,   in  the 
choice  of  a  bishop,  under  the  illuminating 
inspiration  of  a   am^tf  d'^lire  ,•    that  is   to 
say,  a  leave  to    elect    a  lishap,     accom- 
panied   with    the  name    of-  tht    person  ta 
be '  elected.'*     Mr.  Baron  Maseres,  in  an  ex-« 
cellent  pamphlet  upon  church  affairs,  re** 
commends  that  this  mode  of  proceeding  be 
discontinued  j  because,  says  he,  it  is  ridicu- 
lous to  hold  an  elcciton,  when  the  parties 
electing  are  commanded  whom  to  elect,  and 
it  is  particularly  offensive,  to  a  mind  really 
religious,  to  see  the  aid  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
invoked  upon  sucli  occasions.  It  were  much 
better,  he  adds,  for  tlie  king  to  appoint  the 
bishops  at  once  by  letters  patent.    And, 
Gentlemen,    if  the  doctrine  of  the  news- 
paper writers  were  sound,  would  it  not  be 
much  better  for  the  king  to  make  the  laws 
himself  and  to  issue  tliem  to  his  subjects,  as 
the  Fmperors  of  Russia   and  Austria  do  ? 
If  the  king  and  his  ministers,  no  matter 
which,  could  stop  the  progress  of  a  bill,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  wheij4hey  pleased, 
they  could  of  course,  cause  to  pass  whatever 
laws  they  pleased ;  and,  if  they  could  do 
this,  no  matter  by  what  means,  whether 
by  the  bayonet  or  by  securing  a  corrupt 
majority  of  the  members,  should  we  not  be 
the  niostijase  of  wretches  to  affect  to  believe 
ourselves  fe  be  the  subjects  of  an  arbitrary 
monarch^    Far,  however,  from  us  Gentle- 
men, be  such  thoughts  as  these.     We  know 
that  this  news-paper  doctrine  is  base  and 
wicked.      We  know,    that  the  *'  faithful 
"  Commons"  are  the  guardians  of  our  pursea 
and  our  liberties.     We  know  that  they  are 
all,  yea  all,  **  honourable  gentlemen."     We 
know  how  full  of  independence  and  of  spirit 
they  are  ;    and,  therefore,  I  call  upon  yoi^ 
to  join  me  in  execrating  this  abominable 
doctrine  of  the  news-paper  writers,  who, 
when  I  consider  what  passed  witli  respect 
to  Mr.   Reeves,  mubt,  I  should  thjuk,  cer-* 
tainiy  have   their    ears   clipped  off.      Mr, 
Ree\t's  had  said,  in  a  pamphlet,  th&t  the^ 
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confltitatioQ  was ^  tree,  of  which  the  king 
was  the  trunk>  and  the  t\\o  houses  of  parlia 
ment  the  braaoh^s^  ov,  rather  the  limbs. 
•'  These  two/'  said  he,  **|may  be  hewn  down 
'*  and  cast  into  the  fire ;  but  the  trunk  still 
*'  fk>unshe8/*  This  metaphor  caused  a 
prodigious  uproar.  The  Whigs,  with  Mr. 
Sheridin  at  their  head,  brought  the  matter 
before  parliament,  and  moved  and  voted  for 
the  pamphlet  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of 
the  Common  Hangman,  and  to  address  the 
king  never  to  suffer  Mr.  Reeves  to  enjoy- 
any  place  of  proht  of  Irust,  as  long  as  he 
should  live.  This  motion  failed,  but  the 
House  ordered  the  Attorney  General  to  pro- 
secute Mr.  Reeves  in  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  and  in  the  motion  for  this  order  they 
were  nearly  unanimous.  Well,  then,  will 
the  Whigs  now  be  ;sileut,  when  it  is  openly, 
and,  doubtless  "  Jo/seft/  sind* scandahusly** 
asserted,  that  the  king  has  caused  a  bill  to  be 
stopped  in  its  progress  through  the  House  of 
Commons,  and,  what  is  more,  that  these 
very  Whigs,  have  been^  the  bearers  of  his 
commaads  ?  Oh,  foal  and  wicked  slander; 
equal.  At  the  very  least,  to  that  contained  in 
Mr.  Paull's  last  petition !  And,  shall  this 
pass  unnoticed  ?  I  trust  not.  I  trust,  that 
bome  one  of  those  *'  youths  of  elevated  rank 
•'  and  qt'  lofty  and  generous  sentiments," 
whom  Mr.  Wilberforce  so  applauded,  during 
the  debate  upin  the  slave-trade  abolition 
bill ;  I  do  trust,  that  some  one  of  them  will 
atep  forward,  upon  this  occasion,  to  avenge 
us,  who  have  bet* n  so  grossly  insulted  in  the 
persons  and  office  of  our  independent  and 
faithful  and  incoiruptible  representatives, 
called  the  House  of  Commons. 

IV.  As  to  the  cause  of  boldness  in  the 
adversaries  of  the  ministers,  it  is  simply 
thi»»  J  that  they  well  knew,  that  there  was 
not  one  sensible  and  sound  man  in  the  king- 
dom, or  upon  the  &ce  of  the  whole  earth, 
that  would  make  an  effort  to  prevent  their 
being  turned  out,  or  that  would  express,  o^ 
ieel,  the  smallest  regret  at  the  event;  and, 
as  to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  exclusive 
of  the  government  dependents,  it  was  easy 
to  foresee,  that,  though  they  might  expect 
no  good  from  their  successors,  they  w<m\d 
jfeel  satisfaction  at  tlie  fall  of  those,  who, 
after  twenty  years  of  pledges,  had  disap- 
pointed and  betrayed  them.  In  the  passage 
which  I  have  taken  as  a  motto  to  this  sheet. 
Gentlemen,  I  expressed  the  hopes  and  the 
fears,  which  alleriiately  pervaded  my  mind, 
zt  the  time  when  these  ministers  came  into 
power.  In  twenty  other  passages,  written 
about  the  same  time,  I  exhorted  the  minis* 
lers  so  to  act  as  to  merit  the  cuiifiJence  of 
the  people;  and,  in  mic  of  those  passages. 
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in  particuhir,  I  predicted,  that,  uulets  they;, 
so  acted,  their  power  would  be  of  short 
duration,  and  their  fall  unr^retted.  My 
exhortations  passed  by  unheeded*  Instead 
of  a  great  change  as  to  the  system  of  Pitt, 
the  new  ministers  began  their  career  by 
voting  away  our  money  to  pay  the  debta  of 
Pitt,  whose  character  and  whose  system 
have  been,  from  that  day  to  this,  subjects 
of  their  incessant  and  even  gratuitous  ap- 
plause, while,  in  their  measures,  in  their 
doubling  of  the  income-tax  ;  in  then*  screw- 
ing up  of  the  collections  of  the  assessed  and 
other  taxes;  in  their  stifling  of  inquiry,  by 
their  previous  questions  ^  in  their  backAi'ard-. 
ness  to  grant  papers  of  iulormarion  ;  in  their 
constant  and  but  .too  successful  efforts  to 
screen  persons,  accused  of  misrule  or  pecu- 
lation ;  in  '  their  unrelenting  oppression  of 
all  those  who  became  accusers  of  such  per- 
sons ;  in  their  dissolving  of  parliament  and 
tlieir  interference  in  elections ;  in  their  in- 
troduction of  foreign  troops  j  in  their  creat- 
ing of  new  otBces  and  granting  of  new  pen- . 
sions ;  in  all  these,  and  in  almost  every 
thing  else,  they  liave  followed  the  example 
of  Pitt,  and  have,  with  all  their  might,  both 
in  words  and  in  deeds,  supported  his  de- 
structive system.  And,  as  if  all  this  were 
not  enough,  the  persons  formerly  attached 
to  them,  and  o  whom  they  principally  .owed 
their  elevation,  ot  being  made  of  staff  suf- 
ficiently supple  for  their  purposes,  they 
uniformly  ttumed  their  backs  upon,  whilV 
they  embraced  with  political  philanthrophy, 
the  ready-made  sycopliants  of  Pitt.  Of  the* 
numbers  .upon  whom  they  turned  their 
backs,  I  am  not  one,  I  having,  on  the  eve  of 
their  elevation,  explictly  declared  to  them, 
that  /  nevqr  wonid  have  any  public  emolu- 
ment as  long  as  I  lived  5  but,  I  know  many,, 
upon  whom  they  have  turned  their  backs  ^ 
and,  amongst  all  their  sins,  this,  their  siu 
of  ingratitude,  is  by  far  the  greatest.  Let 
them  now  wail  the  lost  love  of  the  people  ;. 
that  people,  whom,  in  the  bey-day  o^ 
their  power,  they  despised  and  held  in  de- 
rision. Do  they  expect,  Gentlemen,  thai- 
you,  for  instance,  to  whom  they  formerly  * 
addressed  themselves  for  support,  and  against 
whose  free  voice  they  have. recently  com* 
bined  with  the  Pitts  in  such  malign^int  hos- 
tility, representing  as  Jacobins  and  Levellera- 
all  of  you  who  adliered  faithfully  to  th© 
principles  formerly  professed  by  themselves  i 
do  they,  indeed,  expect,  that,  amongst  yon, 
there  will  'be  fouud  one  single  man  foolish 
enough  to  regret  their  fall  ?  Whatever  they 
}fiay  expect,  however  an  overweening  vanity 
may  lead  tliem  to  conclude,  that  their  pow*. 
ers,  gf   delusion  and   deception  %\ill  agaia 
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#ferve  their  turn,  thciradversaries  will  draw 
no  snch  conck«io4i.  Those  adversaries  well 
know,  that  while  thefy  have  lost  all  their 
Ibrtner  triends,  they  have  gamed  over  not 
one  of  the^r  former  enemies,  who,  ^'hile 
they  were  cherished  by  them,  were  watch- 
ing for  the  opportatiity  of  insuring  their  de- 
struction. •  Thdte  adversaries  well  know, 
that  their  professions  wi4i  never  again  be  be- 
lieved J  and  that,  when,  from  the  opposition 
benches,  where  they  are  already  seated,  they 
again  c|anaour  about  cwruption,  and  about 
the  tncreasiog  power  of  the  crown,  we  shaM 
remind  tbem  (as  with  life  and  health,  we 
wiH)  of  theit  own  corrtlption,  and  of  their 
having  added  so  enormously  to  the  pensions 

e  very 
)t  from 
in  the 
know. 
It  they 
mours, 
justly 
y,  but 
um?nt. 
n  trou- 
fature 

I  remain. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  faithful  friend. 
And  obedient  servant, 
\Vm.  Cobbett. 


en  upon  the  Rochester  Election  and  upon 
Whi^  Gratitude,  upon  which  subject  Mr. 
P'Bryen  could  write  a  very  interesting  and 
inbtryciSye  chapter. 


ROCFIF.STER    BLECTIQN. 

From   the   Morning   Postl , 
Mr.  Editor. — As,  during  the  Rochester 
Election,  the  diuse  of  Sir  Sydney  "Smith  had 


your  generous  support,  and  I^  his  represen- 
tative upon  that  occasion;  experienced  your 
kindness,  I  trust  you  wiH  aftbrd  to  me  the 
opportunity  of  saying,  through  youf  journal, 
a  fe^  final  words  upon  the  final  result  of 
that  struggle. — Immedifjtely  after  the  elec- 
tion, your  readers  may  recoUect  that  som« 
articles  appeared  in  your  paper,  which  prov- 
ed upon  Mr.  Cialcraft,  as  far  as  fact  and  fair 
reasoning  can  prove,  the  loss  of  ^ir  Sydney 
Smith's  Election.    The  names  were  then 
published  of  the  voters  in  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment.    Even  at  that  time,  when  Mr. 
Bariiett's  majority  stood  at  eleven,  the  cause 
of  Sir  Sydney's  failure  was  made  feiatter  of 
demonstration.    At  this  moment,  ihe  ma- 
jority of  Mr.  Barnett  is  reduced  to  Six.    A 
scrutiny  of  the  votes  did  not  constitute  a 
principal  object  of  the  petition.     Only  about 
one  hour  and  a  half  of  the  whole  iirac  the 
Committee    sat  was  occupied  in  scrutiny. 
Had  witnesses,  who  had  been  duly  snn>nion- 
ed,  and  whose  names  were  repeatedly  and 
vainly  called  over  on  Thursday  last^  atfe^cd 
in  lime,  the  numbers  of  Sir  Sydney  aliS  »Ir. 
Barnett  had  been   nearly  equalled.'  These 
facts  are  stated  only  for  the  purpose  of  point- 
ing the  public  attention  to  the  honour  and 
probity  of  those  persons  who  first  proclaimed 
that  six  votes  could  not  be  gotten  for  Sir 
Sydney — and  who,    afterwards,    upon  the 
damning  contradiction  exhibited  by  the  poll, 
changed  their  honest  cant,  and  attributed 
the  miscarriagp  of  t^ts  cau^  to  mismanage- 
ment.    He,  for  whom  six  votes  could  not 
be  procured,  has,  at  this  moment,  only  six 
votes  against  him,  in  an  election  where  be- 
tween  seven    and    eight"^  hundred  persons 
polled  ! — In  the  very  outset  of  the  commit- 
tee, the  genius  of  Mr.Calcraft  revealed  it- 
self.    It  is  the  custom  of  ciomraitt^es  not  to 
admit  witnesses  into  the  court  till  they  arc 
called.     An  order  to  attend  as  a  witness  baj 
been  served  upon  me,  Sir,  who  now  address 
you.    The  drift  of  this  stratagem  was  quite 
obvious.     As  it  was  made  a  ftindamental 
point,  during  the  election,  that  1  should  b« 
interrupted  whenever  I  addressed  the  HaJl, 
at  Rochester,  so  it  became  a  primary  ground 
in  London  to  exclude  me  from  the  commit- 
tee.   Th       "         .      ^  -    .       •     « 
this,  wh 
enough  t 
on  Frida 
first  thii 
chalrmac 
crafl*s  «a 
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were  deprived  of  my  assistance^  At  length 
this  manoeuvre  was  bafiled  by  my  pa  me  be- 
ing taken  down  a4  an  '  agent' — and  the  cirr 
ctimstance  is  here  stated^  only  to  shew,  Ihat 
Mr.  Calcraft  |ias.  preserved  his  consistency, 
tbrough«>ut  the  business,  even  to  drandatiq 
exactness.— The  camn^ittee  closed  its  labours 
yesterday  i  and  the  result  is,  that  Mr  Bar- 
nett  retains  Kig  seat — that  the  petition  was 
not  frivolous  or  vexatious. — A  detail  of  the 
transactions  in  the  committee  would  be  as 
impossible  in  a  newspaper,  as  it  is  evidently 
jusejess. — Sir,  if  the  conduct  of  a. committee 
pf  the  House  of  Commons,  or  6f  the  House 
of  Commons  itself,  were  not  liable  to  the 
fair  revision  of  their  fellow  citizens,  this 
would  aot  be  England  5  but  some  servile,  ill 
starred  region,  in  which  the  principles  ot 
free  til  inking,  of  virtue,  and  of  legal  liberty, 
vere  utterly  extinct  If  it  were  my  opinion 
that  thi<  committee  had  not  discharged  its 
high  function  suitably  to  its  designation,  I 
apprehend  that  I  should  find  it  far  from  a 
difficijjK task,  decorously  and  within  the  law, 
to  discuss  its  errors  ;  but  from  all  embarras  • 
ment  on  that  score,  the  upright  determina- 
tions of  the  committee  relieve  me  altogether. 
That  committee  has  approved  Itself,  what  all 
committees  bitting  under  the  GrenviUe  Act, 
^11,  I  irust;^  ever  be  found,  a  court  of  con- 
scieiice  and  of  honour,  in  the  truest  sense  of 
the  words.  TiSereare,  however,  who  think 
jhat  the  treating  was  brought  sufficfently 
within  the  statute  to  vacate  the  election ; 
jet  it  cannot  be  denied,  even  by  me,  an  inte- 
rested party,  that  tlie  evidenoe  upon  this 
point,  is,  upon  the  whole,  somewhat  short 
of  every  other  case  of  actual  vacation  that 
has  reached  my  knowledge.  The  truth  is, 
there  are  dangers  both  ways.  If  the  mem- 
bers of  so  unt  crtain  a  body  as  an  election 
committee  are  identified  with  a  candidate, 
p6  candidate  can  be  safe.  E  contra,  if  an 
election  committee,  keeping  cleaf  of  the  os- 
tensibility  of  a  candidate^  can  order  seven 
hundred  pounds  worth  of  treating,  in  one 
house,  in  i  few  days,  is  it  not  to  be  feared, 
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to  leave  Mr.  Barnett  m  poflsession,  than  jepr 
counter  the  toils  of  a  fresh  oontcRt.  Other 
frieiKls  decided  otherwise,  und'Upoo  groundt. 
both  reasonable  and  natiiral.  The  conduct 
of  their  oppoaea^  at  Rocbeaterrtimards  Sir 
Sidney's  iriends  was  not  <)£  a.  chancter.  t© 
neutralise  or  reconcile  ^heaa.-  A  siteoce, 
total  and  entire,  on  our  part,  from  the  iirst 
day  of  the  election  to  the  la«t,  vnt$  met  by  a 
course  of  libelling  quite  Uopardfcled*  Even, 
to  this  hour,  four  mon^hrafter  the  eootest, 
this  lioaourable  warfare  is  kept  op  with  an 
indefatigablene«s  which  is  f^uite  surprising,  i 
have  had  somewhat  more  than  00a  nian*$ 
share  of  these  good  things  lereliedht  me,  bat 
1  am  patient  and  silent. 

•  Full  four  mouths  a 
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in  the  course  of  n 
greatest,  the  brighi 
cotemporaries,  hav 
in  this  way,  yet  hi 
their  long  glories  \^ 
hearts  of  their  frier 

good  men,  than  those  whom  public  calumny 
has  never^once  disturbed  out  of  their  tranquil 
obscurity,  whilst  the  host  of  their  revilers  is 
Utterly  forg 
eighteen- pe 
ensnre  you, 
you  had  an 
remeracranc 
the  vices  al 
should  folio 
ter  contest  I 
of  various  v< 
me,  new,  m 
without  the 
tlie  evil  by 
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men,  that  ^ 
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bare  feced  p 
dible  which 
guilt  of  bei 
twenty-five 
tempting  a 
sake,  such : 
mauds  an  2 
innqvation, 
sured  certaii 
contagious. 

victory!  If  he,  vSiose  service  was  perfect 
freedom^  aucl  to  \yhQse  free  service  (I  am  fit 
for  none  else)  I  liave  dedicated  my  life-»— if 
he,  in  whose  very  defects  there  were  more 
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virtues  than  in  the  perfections  of  half  the 
kings  and  ministers  upon  earth,  were  now  in 
life  and  light,  I  think  he  would  not  see  a 
man  put  upon  his  defence  only  for  not  being 
insincere ;  nor  would  the  question  he  moot- 
ed wheth«r  pr  not  it  jsa  crime,  to  aim  at  an 
honest  sertice  for  an  absent  friend.  In  what 
I  am  now  saying,  there  is  more,  much  more 
thaa  meets  the  reader's  ear  ^  but  less,  far 
less  than  is  sadly  passing  in  the  writer's 
mind.  A  lictle,  and  but  a  little,  justice  is  all 
that  I  ask  of  either  foes  or  friends.— 
D.  O'Bkybn,  Crauen-streel,  Feb.  23,   I8O7. 


**    LBAUNEO    LANGUAGES. 
No.   14. 
Sir, — No  two  propositions  can  be  more 
distinct  than  yours  upon  this  subject,  in  the 
sense  in  which  it  presented  itself  to  my  mind 
upon  its  first  appearance,  and  in  that  which 
your  explanation  has  since  given  to  it  j  so 
much  so,  that  if  I  have  now  discovered  your 
meaning,  though  I  still  differ  from  you,  I 
shall  release  you  and  your  readers  from  any 
further  attention  to  me  ;  for  the  difference 
between  us  will  not  remain  so  considerable 
as  to  induce  me  to  take  any  part  in  the  en- 
suing contest.     You  are  wrong.  Sir,  in  im* 
puting  to  me  any  contempt  for  you  as  an 
autagonisi :    in  this  sort  of  warfare,  I  consi- 
der you  as  more  than  a  *' giant  refreshed)'* 
as  a  *'  giant'*  who  does  not  want  refreshing. 
J  am  but  a  pigmy  5  but  there  are  some  oc- 
casions, upon  whidh  no  sense  cf  inequality 
ought  to  dismay  us  ;  and  such  an  one  should 
I  have  thought  the  present,  if  yonr  meaning 
bad  been  what  I  supposed  it.     I  should  then 
have  gone  on  to  the  contest  with  the  same 
ieelings  with  which  David  went  forth  to 
meet   Goliah,  relying   not  upon   ray  own 
strength,  but  upon  the  justice  of  my  cause. 
I  find,  however.  Sir,  that  I  have  totally  mis- 
understood the  meaning  of  the  words  "  ge- 
iieral  education,"  as  they  occur  in  your  pro- 
position }    and  I  think  the  blame  is  with 
yourself.     How  could  I  suppose,  from  the 
occasion  that  introduced  your  remarks  upon 
this  subject,  that  you  meant  by  *' general 
education,"  the  education  of  the  generality 
of  mankind  5  the  meaning  which  your  ex- 
planation has  now  afHxcd  to  those  words  ? — 
You  go  into  the  Senate ;  you  are  present  at 
the  discussion  of  a  question,  that  can  be 
fairly  considered    only  by    a  reference  to 
thi^se  maxims  of  sound  policy  and  general 
justice,  that  have  been  collected  and  en  forced 
la  iiic  abicst  manner  by  writers  in  one  of 
the  dead  languages :  you  return  in  a  tit  of 
indignation  at  the  frequent  repetition  by  the 
dirferent  speakers  of  the  terms  which  those 
writers  use  5  and  then  you  come  to  tlie  pro- 
louiiU  coiKJLiriun,  **   that  the  Deatl   Lan- 


"  and,  as  a  part  of  general  education,  aro. 
*'  worse  than  useless."  Now,  Sir,  of  whose 
education  could  I  suppose  you  were  com- 
plaining, if  not  of  that  of  the  speakers  whoio 
you  had  just  heard  ?  I  therefore  supposed 
that  you  meant  to  condemn  tlie  adoption  of 
"  those  languages,  as  a  part  of  that  general 
"  education"  which  ought  to  be  given  to  a 
senator,  contra-distinguished  to  that  particu- 
lar education  which  might  be  considered  as 
necessary  for  a  professional  man. — ^With 
your  propoiition,  taken  in  this  sense,  I  felt 
ready  to  combat,  as  with  one  of  the  most 
absurd  that  has  ever  been  maintained  by  the 
boldest  adventurer  in  reasoning  ;  but  if,  Sir^ 
I  have  mistaken  your  meaning,  however  I 
may  differ  from  you,  I  beg  to  ^inthdraw 
from  the  contest ;  observing  only,  that  die 
proposition,  as  I  now  understand  it,  hardly 
applies  to  the  course  of  academical  educa- 
tion in  this  country  5  for,  I  believe,  it  will 
be  found  upon  inquiry,  that  there  are  few, 
if  any,  students  entered  at  either  of  our  uni- 
versities, who  are  not  intended  for  one  of 
the  learned  professions  -,  or  else  are,  by  fo- 
mily  or  fortune,  entitled  to  indulge  the  am- 
bition of  becoming  either  hereditary  or 
elective  members  of  the  British  Senate  —I 
am,  Sir,— ^A  late  member  of  auEBN*s  coi^ 
LBG«,  OXFORD. TempU,  Jan,  28M. 


'*   LEARNED    LANGUAGES." 
No.  15. 

Sir, 1  presurte  tiiat  the  battle  array 

which  has  been  drawn  out  against  you,  in 
defence  of  the  "  I, earned  Languages,"  ba^ 
awakened  you  to  a  due  sense  ot  your  teme- 
rity, and  that  you  have  now  shrunk  appalled 
from  the  contest  in  which  you  so  imprudent* 
ly  engaged  yourself.  To  spare  a  fallen  ene- 
my may  be  a  very  good  maxim  in  ordinary 
warfare,  but  we  never  admit  it  in  our  htera- 
ry  contentions,  much  less  can  we  think  of 
mercy  in  the  present  case,  when  our  whole 
body  has  been  vilified,  when  you  have  laid 
us  open  so  inhumanly,  when  you  have  stuug 
us  all  to  the  quick,  as  you  will  doubtless 
have  perceived  by  the  sympatlletic  agoi./ 
which  you  have  excited  in  many  of  my  bre- 
thren who  have  addressed  their  angry  obser* 
vations  to  you.  Therefore,  Sir,  you  must 
pardon  me  if  1  inflict  upon  you  a  few  mora 
arguments  in  order  to  rivet  you  to  the  ground 
upon  which  you  are  now  prostrate. — T'X^* 
would  have  us  suppose,  that  the  true  signifi* 
caiion  of  the  word  "  knowledge,"  with  re* 
ference  to  the  earthly  state  of  us  mortals,  is 
a  thorough  acquaintance  with  those  things- 
which  have  a  peculiar  relation  to  our  respec- 
tive pursuits  iij  life,  and  which  enable  us  10 
fuUil,  with  ability,  the  duties  of  vvhatevcr 
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station  we  may  bs  placed  in.  Thus  you 
would  call  an  able  general,  an  able  admiral, 
an  able  mechanic,  **  men  of  knowledge  ;'* 
meaning,  I  suppose,  that  their  excellence  in 
their  respective  vocations,  entitles  them  to 
this  distinction.  But,  Sir,  you  would  grossly 
misapply  (and  by  misapplying  degrade)  an 
appellation  reserved  exclusively  for  eminent 
critical  scholars  :  the  first  may  have  learnt 
by  heart  the  translations  of  Homer,  Thucy- 
dides,  Caesar,  &c.  he  may  have  profoundly 
studied  the  modem  science  of  war  in  all  its 
branches,  yet,  if  he  be  incapable  of  reading 
these  old  authors  in  their  original  text,  he 
is,  after  all,  but  an  arrant  dunce ;  and  so  of 
your  admiral  and  mechanic.  The  assertion 
that  there  are  peculiar  studies  adapted  to 
particular  professions  is  mere  nonsense.  Sir  : 
Greek  and  Latin  are  the  only  solid  bases 
upon  which  amafTcan  hope  to  raise  a  super- 
structure honourable  to  himself  in  whatever 
line  of  life  he  may  embark.  All  my  brother 
Perriwigs,  not  excepting  my  brother  of 
Queen's  College,  agree  with  me  in  this  po- 
sition ;  but  as  your  stubborn  neck  may  re- 
iuse  to  bow  to  such  high  authority,  I  shall, 
perhaps, .  in  a  future  letter,  give  you  my 
proofs.  I  shall  shew  you  that  the  divine, 
^owever  exemplar ily  he  may  discharge  his 
pastoral  duties  in  visiting  the  sick,  adminis- 
tering comfort  to  the  afflicted,  whether  in 
mind  or  body,  relieving  the  necessitous,  and 
observing  in  ail  tilings  the  precepts  of  th« 
Gospel,  is  an  unworthy  member  of  his  pro- 
fession, and  ought  never  to  indulge  a  hope 
of  advancement  in  the  church,  if  he  be  not  a 
good  classical  scholar,  and  cannot  fluently 
read  his  testament  in  Greek;  the  which, 
therefore,  is  of  far  more  importance  than 
the  practice  of  its  tenets.  I  shall  convince 
you,  that  a  statesman  can  never  be  a  proper 
gijardian  of  the  political  and  commercial  in- 
terests of  bis  country,  unless  he  has  studied 
the  works  of  Plato  and  Aristotle  in  the  origi- 
nal. I  shall  give  you  the  most  unanswer- 
able reasons  for  the  impossibility  of  the  law- 
yer's becoming  grounded  in  a  knowledge  of 
£nglish  jurisprudence,  and  of  his  acquiring 
that  refined  taste  which  alone  can  enable 
him  to  relish  the  delicate  beauties  and  ele- 
gancies of  his  law  Latinity,  without  being 
thoroughly  versed  in  the  old  Roman  lan- 
guage, 1  will  prove  to  you,  that  our  shop- 
keepers' sons  derive  infinite  benefit  from  our 
present  school  system,  by  being  thereby  ena- 
bled to  address  their  fiiture  customer,  with  a 
Ciceronian  ore  rolundo ;  my,  even  that  our 
farmers  and  labourers  cannot  become  emi- 
nent husbandmen,  unless  they  can  repeat 
Virgil's  Georgicks  and  read  Cato  and  Coir- 
mella.  In  a  word,  I  shall  run  through  all 
the  di\^rsified  characters  of  hiuiuia  pursuits. 
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^  ahd  distinctly  ^hew  you  how  the  ''  Learned 
Languages"  bear  upon  each  of  them.  Such, 
indeed,  is  wy  admiration  of  them,  that  f 
would  wish  even  that  my  servants  had  been 
taught  to  speak  Greek,  like  a  certain  Polish 
nobleman  I  have  heard  of,  whose  love  of 
music  was  so  predominant  that  he  never  en- 
gaged any  person  in  his  employ  who  was 
not  capable  of  addressing  and  answering  him 
in  recitativo.  I  know.  Sir,  thnt  you  and 
many  foxes  who  like  you  have  either  lost 
their  tails  or  have  never  had  any,  (I  shall  not 
stick  at  this  difference  as  my  learned  brother 
Anacharsis  has  done)  will  affect  to  treat  all 
this  with  contempt.  You  will  have  the 
presumption  to  make  light  of  all  acquire- 
ments which  have  not  an  evident  connexion 
with,  which  do  not,  more  or  less,  directly 
tend  to,  some  precise  definite  useful  object 
of  our  duties.  You  will  talk  of  the  expe- 
diency of  adapting  the  means  to  the  end, 
condemning  every  hour  as  misapplied,which 
is  applied  in  attaining  what  you  have  tlie  in- 
solence to  call  the  superfluities  of  literature, 
and  which  might  have  been  applied  in  ob- 
taining the  substance  of  what  you  would 
term  real  knowledge.  You  will  call  it  some- 
thing like  folly  to  suppose  that  one  general 
uniform  system  of  education  in  the  learned 
languages  can  be  properly  adapted  to  the 
instruction  of  youth,  who  are  hereafter  to  Ihj 
called  to  a  variety  ot  professions  totally  dissi- 
milar as  to  the  qualifications  which  are  re- 
quisite for  the  exercise  of  them  ;  throwing 
it  in  our  teeth  that  even  the  ignorant  vulgar 
do  not  apprentice  their  children  (that  is,  put 
them  to  school)  to  a  blacksmith  to  leani  the 
art  and  mystery  of  a  weaver,  and  exirlting  in 
this  happy  (/call  it  impertinent)  illustration 
of  your  hypothesis.  You  will  tell  us  that 
the  attainment  of  ideas,  not  of  words,  is  the 
sole  legitimate  object  of  study  and  educa- 
tion. Yqu  will  endeavour  to  persuade  us 
that  you  really  and  in  good  earnest  are  of 
opinion,  that  accurate  translations  of  ancient 
authors  are  sufP.cient  for  every  useful  par- 
pose  ;  at  least  with  those  who  cannot  make 
a  better;  and  that  that  unde final le  some- 
thing, beyond  their  mere  ideas,  which  we 
discover  in  the  originals,  exists  only  in  poe* 
tical  composition,  if  it  exist  at  aJJ.  You  will 
say,  perhaps,  that  a  man  may  write  good 
English,  express  his  thoughts  correctly,  and 
even  forcibly  and  elegantly,  without  under- 
standing one  word  of  Greek  or  Latin.  And 
you  may  even  have  the  effrontery  to  adduco 
yourself  as  an  example.  But,  Sir,  beware  ! 
the  hour  of  complete  vengeance  is  at  hand. 
Dr.  Pan*  and  Mr.  Porson  are  ready  to  hurl 
their  Greek  satires  at  your  head,  ^iy  le:ir:  - 
ed  brethren  are  preparing  to  overwhelm  and 
absolutely  to  stifle  you  under  a  heap  of  cita- 
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tioiu  from  ancient  and  modern  authorities; 
irom  the  pressure  of  which  no  arguments 
drawn  from  abstract  theory  or  practical  ob- 
servation can  relieve  you.  The  spirits  of 
departed  pedagogues  will  rise  up  against  you; 
every  living  pedagogue  will  have  his  birch 
uplifted  to  chastise  such  an  insolent  uinova- 
tor,  whilst  ]  and  my  fellow  collegians  will 
expose  to  the  world  the  folly  of  your  sup- 
position^ that  a  man  may  discharge  all  the 
moral  and  social  obligations  of  his  station  in 
life  with  ability  andreputation^  without  pos- 
sessing any  knowledge  of  the  **  Learned 
Languages  ;'*  and  even  tliat  he  may  have  a 
chance  of  discharging  them  with  much  morci 
utility  to  the  public,  and  credit  to  himself,  if 
the  time  which  is  usually  devoted  to  these 
languages,  were  employed  in  the  pursuit  of 
that  knowledge  which  is  immediately  appli- 
cable to  the  profession  which  he  may  have 
chosen  for  himself. — And  now.  Sir,  having 
done  for  tl.^  ])resent  with  the  argumentative 
fart  of  my  observations,  permit  me  to  ad- 
dress a  word  or  two  to  your  conscience,  if  a 
man  who  does  not  understand  Greek  and 
Latin  can  have  a  conscience.  Have  you  well 
considered  tlie  consequences  which  your 
revolutionary  doctrines  are  calculated  to  pro- 
duce }  Were  your  system  to  be  adopted  and 
Acted  upon,  all  our  youtli  would  be  deprived 
of  thepleasureable  occupation  of  applying  un- 
remittingly to  the  Learned  Languages  during 
9  or  10  years  of  their  lives^  and  would  be  sent, 
perhaps,  to  some  vulgar  institutions,  where 
nothing  would  be  taught  them  but  such 
things  as  base  minds  call  "  useful  for  the 
purposes  of  active  life**-— such  things  as  you 
may  be  foolish  enough  to  think  better  adapt- 
ed tlian  these  dead  languages  to  excite  and 
gratify  the  curiosity  of  young  people,  and  to 
enlarge  theii:  minds  without  creating  that 
tcwlium  which  the  study  of  mere  language 
is  supposed  to  create  even  in  grown  persons. 
A  total  breaking  up  of  our  venerable  ancient 
moaastic  establishment  must  sooner  or  la- 
ter ensue,  or,  at  least  it  would  fall  into  dis- 
repute and  neglect,  if  you  should  succeed  in 
persuading  the  world  that  a  head  is  not  weU 
tilled  merely  because  it  is  filled  with  Greek 
and  Latin.  Then,  Sir,  do  you  not  feel  some 
emoVions  of  compassion  arid  pity,  when  you 
reflect  upon  fhe  number  of  terrific  perriwigs 
(whose  sizes  nrealwavs  commensurate  with 
the  erudition  of  which  they  are  the  em- 
blems) which,  as  well  as  the  exalted  heads 
«vhich  they  cover,  the  triumph  of  your 
principles  would  humble  to  the  dust  ?  Con- 
sider, Sir,  I  t>eseech  you,  tl»e  woeful  plight 
)u  which  you  would  see  the  possessors  of 
ihese  heads  attd  perriwigs,  when,  by  neutral- 
izing tlMj  merits  of  their  present  contents, 
llicy  would  be  reduced  to  the  extremity  of 
^Cvertisipg  them  *'  to  btlelt  unfumisJied/' 
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consider  what  havock  you  wotilJ  make 
among  us  all,  should  the  world,  imbibing 
your  extravagant  notions  of  the  nullity  ^f 
what  we  call,  and  what  has  hitherto  k^en 
regarded  as  learning,  place  dl  our  aa^iire^ 
ments  on  tbe  lowest  point  of  the  scale  of  hu- 
man attainments.  Reflect  upon  these  aad 
the  many  other  evils  which  would  flow  fnm 
the  accomplishment  of  your  abominable  pro-' 
jects^  and  if  you  have  a  heart  susceptible  of 
feeling,  you  will  sufler  the  double  torture  of 
a  disgraceful  defeat,  and  of  the  compunctions 
of  your  own  conscience ;  in  which  state  I 

shall  leave  you  for  the  present. 1  must, 

however,  before  I  cenclude,  make  an  apolo- 
gy for  my  learned  brother  Anacharsis,  who 
has  unwittingly  introduced  the  name  of 
Locke  in  support  of  our  thesis. — ^Ihis  Locke, 
Sir,  was  an  ignorant  fellow,  who  wrote  what 
he  chose  to  call  a  Treat ise^jon  Education,  in 
which  he  has  not  treated  the  Learned  Lan- 
guages with  that  profound  respect  which 
they  deserve,  and  which  my  learned  brother 
has  apparently  never  read.  I  am.  Sir, 
yours, — i-A  Perriwio  op  Maudlin.-^ — 
Oxford,  Feb,  25,  I8O7. 

*'    LEARNBD    LANGUAGES." 

No.  16. 

SiH^, In  my  last  letter  to  yen  (No.  9.) 

I  expressed  my  opinions  upon  the  siAjject 
of  the  **  Learned  Languages,'*  and  then 
waited  quietly  till  your  promised  vindication 
of  their  inutility  should  appear  -,  but,  as  I 
find  you  have  extended  the  Jiour  tUl  May- 
day, I  am  induced  to  send  you  a  second  let- 
ter 1  hive  taken  the  trouble  to  read  all  the 
arguments  on  either  side,  asserted  in  your 
Register  by  different  correspondepts;  and 
sometimes  I  have  thought  that  your  liberality 
has  triumphed  over  your  judgment,  by  in- 
serting such  futile  productions  as  school  bovs 
only  cotdd  pen,  and  school-boys  only  oognt 
to  read.  Among  these,  I  must  class  the  1 
communications  of  one  who  signs  himself 
P.  F.,  whom  to  answer  seriously  woold,  in  1 
my  opinioii,  confer  more  dignity  upon  folly,  ' 
than  folly  ever  can  deserve.  There  is  no-  1 
thing  more  stuprising  in  the  human  mind, 
than  that  obscurity  of  perception  which 
darkens  the  clearest  propositions,  and  throws 
a  tenfold  night  about  them.  But,  in  tb« 
present  case,  the  problem  is  easily  solved  j 
the  tone  of  opposition,  the  pleasure  of  con- 
troverting what  anotlier  maintains,  and  per- 
liaps  too,  in  weak  minds,  the  pleasure  of  see- 
ing their  own  lucubrations  iu  print,  with  • 
neat  type,  and  upoil  a  nice  yellow  paper,  a^ 
motives  strong  enouglij  and,  indeed,  I  f^ 
that  such  motives  only  could  operate  ta  th« 
persecution  of  such  anilitUs  as  those  I'allode 
to.  I  can  easily  foresee,  that  some  iligtDioos 
gentleman  luay  hav«  wit  enougli  to  ret^ 
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this  apon  myself :  but,  afler  tbU  anticipa* 
tion,  he  would  only  have  the  humble  merit 
of  acting  from  my  suggestion. — Those  who 
have  argued  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
question,   and  maintain  the  uliliiy  of  the 
Learned  Languages,  have  not  one  of  them, 
formed  a  right  conception  of  th^  case.  They 
confound  perpetually  the  taaguages  with  the 
MiTz^s  contained  in  those  languages.    They 
talk  of  the  beautiful  morality  of  Xenophon, 
of  the  profundity  of  Tacitus,   the  elegant 
precision  of  Satlust,  usqt^e  ad  nauseam;  they 
never  consider  that  this  morality,  that  this 
profundity  exist  as  effectually  in  our  versions 
of  them,  ^as  in  the  originals.     Will  any  man 
venture  to  tell  me  tliat  after  reading  the  Cy- 
fopeedia  of  Xenophon  in  T^rd  Lansdown*s 
translation,  1  have  liot  as  clear  an  idea  of  the 
virtues  that  constitute  an  amiable  prince  and 
a  wise  legislator,  as  he  who  learnedly  mouths 
it  in  the  Greek  ?  Or,  will  it  be  asserted,  that 
I  shall  not  feel  the  same  detestation  of  the 
vices  of  Cambyses,  as  related  in  Herodotus, 
because  I  read  tlie  account  of  them  in  Eng- 
lish ?  What  a  murmuring  is  this !  The  cor- 
respondent mentioned  above,  talks  idly  about 
the  revival  of  learning,  and  thinks  hehas  esta- 
blished a  wonderful  fact  when  he  discovers 
th.it  to  that  revival  we  owe  our  present  ad- 
vance nent.  in  science.     This  is  something 
1  ke  a  m^Q  who  should  tell  you  it  is  dark  at 
pk  ht,  «nd  light  in  the  day  time.     The  dis- 
co/ery  of  ancient  manuscripts  certainly  en- 
gendered an   ardour  for  learning,   and  an 
•  Tin'atioD  which  at  a  remote  period  pro- 
i^uceJ  the  rao'st  jmporiant  events:  but  the 
bastard  learning  of  the  middle  ages  is  more 
easily  praised  than  read.     £ut  even  so  late  as 
t'le  close  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  Medi- 
cean  fwjaily  in  tlieir  laudable  efforts  for  the 
preservation  of  classical  remains,  only  built 
as  it  were  a  cradle  m  which  future  literary 
heroes  were  to  be  nursed.     Three  of  the 
greatest  names  of  modern  Italy  were  a  cen- 
tury anterior  to  this,  Dante,   Boccacio  and 
Petrarca  -,  And  at  that  time  there  were  few 
»  C     ftianuscripts  yet  discovered,  and  those  few 
V^     diflicuk  of  attainment.    (See  Kide  Petrargue 

par  de  Sa  le.)     Sallust,  Livy,  gome  of  the 

workj  of  Cicero  and  a  few  of  the  poets : 
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more  vigorously  if  he  had  ?  But  this  is  tomer 
what  irrelevant  to  that  part  of  the  questioa 
which  I  am  more  immediately  anxious  ta 
controvert.— Knowledge  may  be  considered 
under  two  different  points  of  view ;  its  ac- 
quisition and  its  application  -,  these  two  art 
quite  distinct,  for  there  are  some  who  store 
up  mines  of  intellectual  wealth,  and  have 
not  the  talent  to  bring  it  into  circulation. 
Knowledge  is  nothing  but  an  aggregation  of 
ideas  derived  from  experience,  from  booksy 
or  from  reflection :  we  are  acquiring  the 
first  from  the  day  of  our  birth  to  the  day  of 
our  death  :  the  second  only  a  favoured  few 
acquire ;  and  the  third  a  still  more  fayourecf 
few.     1  shall  confine  myself  to  the  second. 
The  consciousness  which  we  have  of  any 
thing  is  an  idea,  and  the  question  is  not,  hour 
this  consciousness  is  acquired,   but  whether 
it  be  actually  required.    If.  I  know  that  Cy« 
rus  defeated  Craesus  at  the  battle  of  Thym- 
bria  -,  if  1  know  that  Egyptian  Thebes  had  a 
hundred  gates  and  could  send  forth  lO,000 
armed  men  at  each  ;  if  I  know  that  Semira- 
mis  crossed  the  Indus,  or  tliat  Sardanapalus 
was  a  weak  and  effeminate  king,  and  the 
last  of  the  Assyrian  monarchy  5    that  the 
grandeur  of  Ninevah  perished  with  his  fall- 
ing fortunes  -,  if  I  know  all  this,  what  d(^s  it 
matter  whether  I  have  learnt  it  in  Greek  or 
English  ?  The  Grecian  or  the  Latinist  may 
tell  me,  you  have  l6s\  the  beauties  of  the  ori- 
ginal, you  have  lost  all  that  indefinable  grace 
which  cannot  be  transfused  into  a  foreiga 
language,     the    harmony   of    periods,   the 
cliarms  of   antithesis   have  totally  escaped 
youj  though  he  should  tell  me  this,  and 
probably  what  he  tells  me  would  be  true, 
yet  1  would  reply  that  niy  knowledge,  my 
useful,  my  substantial  knowledge,  was  not 
one  whit  inferior  to  his :  1  am  prepared  to 
draw  all  the  results  which  my  reason  can 
draw,  and  that  is  the  knowledge  of  reflec- 
tion.    I  will  illustrate  this  from  example.  A 
linguist  reads  in  Tacitus  odirectatio  et  livor 
pronis  auribits  accipiuntur;  an  unlettered 
naan  reads  envy  and  detract'wn  are  willingly 
ttceived :  the  former^  ^feads  iti  Seneca,  ci* 
via:  leves  loquuntur,  ingentes  stuperii-,  the 
latter,  %A<  sorrows  are  clamdrous,  severe 
ones  are  dumb}  &o  ^c.  and  I  would  ask 
whether  the  moral  truth  of  tke  one  or  the 
other  be  not  as  perftcUy  possessed,  relished, 
and  understood  by  both  ?  What  is  there  so 
all  commanding  in  these  languages,  that  our 
native  idiom  is  to  be  degraded  as  fit  only  for 
transacting  our  daily  dAties  ?  The  miserable 
affectation  of  scholars    has    produced  this 
blind  resignation   of  our   sober  f^uki^s; 
scholars,  who  themselves  destitute  of  native 
powers  seek  to  enhance  the  repu^tion  of 
what  they  haye  acquired,  and  magnify  their 
I  own  pursuits;    like  the  tanner,  the  s|one 
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mason,     and     the   carpenter 
ble,    who  Were     for    having 


in    the    fa-      cncy  simply  and  solely  upon  the  plodding 

respectively      diligence  with   which  he  has  turned  over 

the    walls  of  their  town- made  of  leather     dictionaries  and  grammars.    1  he  knowledge 


■tone,  and  wood. — But  there  is  another  ad 
vantag^  which  these  advocates  in  support  of 
the  Learned  Languages  maintain  ;  viz.  that 
the  knowledge  of  our  own  is  wonderfully 
improved  by  them.  This,  in  futility,  far 
transcends  the  other.  These  entrench  them- 
selves behind  (he  wretched  affectation  of 
learning,  and  shew,  with  the  absurd  parade 
of  a  scholar,  the  use  they  have  m^de  of  their 
own  utensils.  Greek !  Greek  !  Latin  !  La- 
tin !  that's  their  acropolis ;  that's  their  bul- 
wark ;  that's  their  defence ;  and  that  they 
imagine  is  to  be  a  gag  of  silence  upon  unlet- 
tered reasoners,  to  strike  them  with  awe,  to 
strike  them  with  humility  and  submission. 
They  complaiti,  that  they  found  a  difficulty 
in  understanding  words  derived  from  the 
Greek  and  Latin;  that  they  confounded 
their  significations;  that  tiiey  never  had 
clear  ide^s  of  them.  All  this  may  be  so  ; 
and  if  it  l-e  so,  I  am  not  bound  to  shew  the 
i*eason  why  it  is  so,  though  there  needs  *'  no 

fdst  come  from  the  grave  to  tell  us."  But 
will  maintain^  that  a  man  of  common 
sense  may  have  as  accurate  an  idea  of  a  vo- 
cable derived  from  the  Learned  Languages, 
as  it  is  used  in  our  own,  us  he  who  knows 
its  radix.  I  say,  as  it  is  used  in  our  own; 
for  the  stability  of  a  language  is  or  ought  to 
be  such,  as  to  preclude  innovation  j  and  al- 
though I  may  know  that  a  certain  word 
bears  a  mmnplicity  of  significations  in  its 
original,  yet  /  am  bound  to  use  it,  not  ac- 
cording to  those  primitive  significations,  but 
According  to  its  received  and  legitimate  ones 
in  my  native  tongue  j  and  a  man  who  knows 
no  language  but  his  own,  may  yet  acquire 
his  own,  m  the  fullest  and  completest  sense 
of  the  word,  by  the  study  of  the  best  writers 
and  the  use  of  the  best  dictionaries.  I 
hare  also  heard  it  urged,  that  students  in 
anatomy  ha\ehada  clearer  idea  of  the  several 
parts  of.  rtie  human  body,  after  they  had 
learned  fereek  than  before.  But  /  know, 
ihai  the  first  surgeon  now  in  England,  and 
who  residesjnot  Sr  from  St.  James's,  has  no 
more  GreeR  than  an  Ethiopian;  and  another 
medical  gentleman,  a  friend  of  mine,  who 
has.  risen  to  the  top  of  his  profession,  knows 
no  language'  but  bis  own  :  and  yet  1*11  an- 
swer for,  he  would  amputate  a  limb,  or  per- 
form an  operation^  with^as  much  skill  and 
success  as  a  Greek  surgeon ;  nay,  he  has 
often  sucteeded  m  delicate  cases,  which  the 
first  professional'men  have  declined  as  hope- 
less. But  ii)  good  truth,  such  jargon  can 
only  be  tolerable  in.  the  mouth  of  a  mere 
scholar,  who  possesses  not  one  tittle  of  na- 
tive genius,  and  who  erects  his  self-suffici- 


of  languages  is  certainly  an  ornament  to  tbe 
edifice  of  genius  ;  but  when  they  exist  soli- 
tary in  a  barren  mind,  which  produces  not 
one  iridigenous  pbnt,  which  merely  l)ean, 
and  that  not  in  a  very  flourishing  manner, 
whatever  is  transplanted  into  it,  I  then  look 
upon  them  as  a  very  humble  sort  of  merit 
indeed.     They  can  aspire  no  higher  than  to 
the  poor  applause  of  successful  diligence ;  a 
diligence  in  which  ei*ert/  man  can  become 
their  competitor,  and  mani/  bear  away  widi 
the  laurel.     It  requires  jubt  the  same  tem- 
per of  feeling  by  which  the  woodman  fells  a 
tree,  or  the  hedger  excavates  a  ditch ;  they 
know  that  their  strokes  constantly  repeated 
will   at  length  profiuce  the  desired  effect. 
The  linguist  also  knows   that  a  heavy  and 
i  ifiexible  perseverance  must  ultimately  bring 
him  to  an  end,  and  imprint  upon  his  minj 
the  vocables  of  the  language  he  is  study- 
ing.    But  when    we    compare   this  hum-f 
ble    merit    with    the    higher    occupatioM 
of   the   mind,  when   we  compare  it  with 
the    flights   of    fancy,    the    daring   com- 
binations of  genius,  the  sublime  pictures  of 
imagination,  when  we  compare  it  with  tbe 
successful  investigation  of  moral  truth,  rfw 
discoveries  of  science  by  which  life  is  ren- 
dered happier  and  our  ideas  of  the  Creator 
expanded ;  when  we  compare  it  with  almost 
any  of  the  native  energies  of  intellect,  how 
poor,  how  despicably  mean  it  sinkS;  eivc 
them  their  due  praise;  assign  them  thcif 
just  rank ;  and  in  Jtheir  own  minds  let  them 
estimate  them  as  highly  as  they  please:  but 
Jet  them  not  sink  into  the  cor^mon  -and  dis- 
gusting error  of  making  the  learned  lan- 
guages every  thing,  and  every  thing  else  no- 
thing f  let  them  not  place  Grpek  and  Latin 
as  the  boundary  between  all  that  is  great  and 
wonderful  and  lovely,  and  ^hat  is  poor,  un- 
worthy and  disgraceful :  let  theui  estimate 
truly  what  they  have,  and  they  will  then 
find  that  words  do  not  always  giv«  i/io^ 
ledge ;  let  them  not  come  fortji  with  a  ma- 
gisterial air  and  a  vain  parade  of  learning,  to 
frighten  plain, well-meaning  men  ont  of  their 
mother  tongue,  which,  God  help   them! 
they  may  have  been  learning  thirty  or  forty 
years  by  telling  them  "  you  don't  know 
"  Greek;  you  don't  know  Latin ;  ergo,  yofk 
'*  know  nothing,  not  even  English..    Sir,  i< 
'^  is  impossible  that  you  can  understand  the 
'^  meaning    of   synecdoche  sycopa,   meta* 
"  phrase,  misogamUt,  vmogomy,   for  you 
"  don't  know  Greek !"— I  smile.  ^^^ 
think  of  such  language,  and  pity  those  ybo 

use  it 1  remain.  Sir,  8rc. — Attavus.-» 

Liverpool,  March  23,  1807. - 
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**  I  jiledce  mrsclf  to  this  house  and  to  this  country,  toshtfvr,  that  (he  Waste  and  pTofligacy,  that  attends 
'*  places  .lud  pensions  and  abuse  of  various  public  ofllicers  are  so  great  as  tobcsuffivicnt  to  maintain  with 
**  bread  all  the  laboitruig  poor  of  this  country.  I  do  not  speak  hastily  and  at  random ;  I  have  information 
**  to  proceed  upon  ;  for  I  have  bet-n  in  a  situation,  inwb'kh  I  had  ao  opjvrtunity  of  examining  into  these 
;«  rtiattm." -Mr.  SHEftjDAK*8  Speech,  13ih  Mareh,  I797. 

^13J       -^-        . . : 


TO   THE 

FREEAND  INDEPENDENT  ELECTORS 

OF   THE 
CITY  AWD  LIBERTIES  OF  WESTMINSTER. 

•  LE^ITER  XL 

■    -^^kntlbme:*, 

Thi^/it-ft^o  Wpict*  i#btch,  from 
\rant  of  room,!. left  Vntbiiched  upon  in  the 
iikst  Jetl^f  t^i^t,!  l^ad  Uve  honour  to  address 
to  yonJ^/Sit^fitf;  the  manner  in  whidi  the 
peop^^»."^p^&iikred  and  treated  in  the 
changfeSRSf 'tKe  several  ministries,  and  the 
great  and  generai  canse  of  these  stx'nggles,  so 
manifestly  hostile  to  the  interests,  th^  tran- 
quiUky,  and  the  honoi\r  of  our  country; 
upon  these  two  topics  I  sh^Il  not  now  need 
to  address  you  much  in  the  Way  of  reason- 
ing, seeing  ^at  the  dehatesi  wJurh  have 
•i«*»|pto«  jtefie'tn  the  Ilousft-of  Commons^ 
.5pS8Vvii»cn  . increly  aasil/A^V*  >aff6fd  .y i»i  n 
practical  protifqf  what  it  woijd  have  been 
xny  bbj<5ct  to  establish  byjargumfnt. 

But,  before  we  grbcecd  to  tliia  .utialysis. 
It  seems  necessary  to  observe,  that  the  ex- 
**tA*ATroic,  which  was,  with  H<>much  pre- 
vious pomposity,  given  hy  Lord  Howick,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  20th  of  latt 
Ttioj^,  differs  in  no  mattfrlal  circumstance, 
^m  the  statement  of  .the  case,  as  given  in 
py  }ast  letter.  It  appears,  1st,  that  the  bill 
in  question,  was  before  the  House  of  Com- 
w^os,  where  it  iiad  been  received  with  great 
api^ausej  and  jiad  be^en  rend  a  first  time; 
^id,  that  the  king  expressed  to  the  ministers 
feis  disajypTobation  of  it  5  the  'ministers  im- 
'nediately  consented  to  withdraw  it^  with- 
^t,  observe,  seeming  to  think  the  consent 
of  the  Hotree  of  Commons  at  ^\  au'object  of 
solicitude  •,  3d,  that  they  made  a  rtainiite  of 
council,  however,  tn  these  words: — *'  That 
.  *  they  trusted  thar  hisMnjesty  would,  see 

the  indispftosibfe  necessity  of  their  cx- 
^^  pressingj^  on^  withdrawing  tiie  Bill,  the 
^*  strong  perscteston  they  felt  of  the  benefits 
^  which  *6uld  resnlt  from  a  different  source 

cf  policy  to  the  Cotliolits  vi  labnd ;  and  1 
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*'  they  fifrtheir  *8j$ted,  that  it  was  indispen- 
**  sible  to  their'ciara'eters,  that  tht^y  should 
"  openly  avow  these  sentiments,  not  only 
"  on  the  present  occasion,  but  in  the  event 
"  of  the  Catholic  Petition  coming  forward  : 
*'  and  they  further  insisted,  that  the  present 
"  deference  to  his  Majesty  might  not  be  un- 
"  derstood  as  restraining  them  from  sub- 
"  mining  ybr  his  Mnjesiifs  ded^ionl  froin 
'•'tiiDe'to' time,  such  rheasiTes  as  circnm- 
"  stances  might  require  respecting  tlie  state 

"  of  Ireland^"  4th,   that,  i ' 

this  minutej   the  ki6g  not 
from  It,  but  nrtjuired  bf  t!ic 
they  should  wiiWraw'  the  h 
and  even   substitute  In  its 
obligation    of   a    dirertl/  oj 
pletfiging  themselves  never  t< 
again  the  meaf^ure  they  had  a 
morp,   never  to  propose,  ev 
himself,  jiai^y  thin^  ponnrciec 
,thcto'4^i9tij'and,^'5th;  that,  up<5u,  re^ 
fiMihg*  to  t titer  into  tlSs  wHttcn  obKgati'cMv,  . 
Ihe  ministers  were  dismissed,  fmd  ethen;,'  as 
we  have  seen,  apjwinted  in  their  stead.  This 
is  the  fair  state  of  the  case,  agreed  upon  by 
all  parties.     There   is,  indeed,  a.  Ihtlc  dis- 
pute, as  to  whether  the  kinjr  was^  before- 
hand, fully  and  circumstaotially  apprized  o^ 
the  whole  extent  of  the  measure,  or  whether 
a  port  of  the  tendency  of  the  bill  was  not 
perceived  by  hiiii  previous  to  its  introduc- 
tion ;  but,  of  whatever  importance  this  cir- 
cimi  stance  maybe  to  those  who  attempt  to 
reconcile  with  the  spirit  of  our  cfon^titution 
the  practice  of  originating  bills  under  the 
express  authority  of  the  crown,  and  of  with- 
drawing them  under  the  same  authority  j  of 
whatever  importance  this  'Orrcorastance  may 
b'eto  such  persons,  it  can.  Gentlemen,  be  of 
ho  importance  at  all  to  us.    The'se  miuisteri 
\ve  how  find  not  ashamed  openly  to  avow, 
that  tltey  proposed  and  brought  in  a  bill,  to 
which  Uicy  first  thought  it  their  duty  i«  ob- 
tain the  kiug*s  consent ;  and  thf^t,   the  mc)- 
mentthey  perfceived  a  change  in  the  mind  of 
the  king  with  I'effpoct  to  it,  they  agreed  to 
wiHidraw  ilic  bill  from  the  House  ot  Com* 
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mons  J  and,   this  avowal  they  are  not  afraid 
to  make  In  that  very  House  of  ComcxK>ns» 
where,  that  the  thing  may  be  complete,  they 
are  heard  with  applause  1  Otwetve,  too,  that 
they  complain  most  bitterly  of  having  been 
misrepresented,  and  the  gentle  Lord  Howick 
talks  of  newspaper  libeller &*^    Bbt,  what  is 
this,  misrepresentation  ?  Som6  Otie,  no  mat- 
ttr  who,  publishes  their  fimbtis  ininute  'of 
council,  leaving  out  the  words  which  f  hare 
marked  by  Itaiick  characters ;  so  that,  from 
this  publication^  it  tnight  have  been  under- 
stood, that  they  reserved  to  themselves  "the 
"  right  of  submitting,  yor  the  decision  of 
"  parliament,  such  measu^s  as  circumstan- 
**  cos  might,  from  tinic  to  time,  require, 
*'  respecting  the  state   of   Ireland  '*     No, 
say  they;  no  such  thing;  we  did  not  at- 
tempt to  reserve  to  ourselves  any  such  right. 
All  we  attempted  to  do  was,  to  reserve  a 
right  to  submit  such  measures  for  the  deci- 
sion xff  the  king.    The  newspaper  libellers 
have  represented  us  as  having  put  tipon  re- 
cord an  assertion  that  we  retained  some  smalt 
part  of  our  rights  as  members  of  parliament; 
but  their  representations  are  false  and  mali- 
cious; for  we  were  still  willing  not  to  stir 
an  inch  in  proposing  any  act  of  parliament, 
without  the  previous  decision  of  the  king  in 
its  favour.    These  wicked  **  newspaper  li- 
bellers*' never  think  of  accusing  the  minis- 
ters of  any  thing  but  of  not  going  far  enough 
In  obeying  the  will  of   the  king  and    in 
causing  the  parliament  to  obey  that  wilt ; 
and  all  that  these  patriotic  Whig  ministers 
appear  to  be  anxious  about   is,  to  convince 
the  nation,  and  especially  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, that,  as  to  all  practical  purposes,  they 
went  as  f^r  in  this  way  as  it  was  possible  for 
any  body  to  ^o,  and  that,  therefore,  it  was 
extremely  unjust  to  turn  them  out  of  their 
places ;  and  this.  Gentlemen,  is  the  ground, 
upon  which  they  mean,  it  seems,  to  appeal 
to  the  parliament  against  their  successors  in 

oifice  I- But,  let  us  take  a  little  more  in 

detail,  the  facts  and  doctrines  contained  in 
Lord  Howick's  explanation.  He  tells  the 
parliament,  1st,  that  the  opinions  of  himself 
and  his  coUeagites,  respecting  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  had  been,  at  the  time  when  they 
came  into  power,  recently  manifested  in 
their  speeches  and  their  votes,  which  opi- 
nions no  one  of  them  could  be  expected  to 
give  up  for  the  sake  of  office  and  emolu- 
ment ;  2rnd, ,  that  they  stood  pledged  to  the 
measures  for  the  rdief  of  the  Catholics  j  3rd, 
that,  in  addition  to  the  general  reasons  of 
justice  and  of  policy,  they  were  induced  to 
bring  forward  the  bill  in  qu«stidn,  from  a 
cnnviclion  that  it  was  necessary  to  trnnquil- 
I  ze  and  conakaJf  the  people  of  relandf  in 


which  discontents  ofid  dlsturlances  nfftoriovs- 
ly  prevailed;  Aih,  that,  though  the  bill  wjw 
agreed  upon  in  the  cabinet  before  the  mi- 
nisters heard  of  the  coming  Catholic  peti- 
tion, yet,  that  the  knowledge  of  that  petition* 
being  in  agitation,  operated  as  an  additional 
inducement  to  the  ministers  to  press  forward 
the  bill,  hoping  that,  if  promptly  passed,  it 
njight  inducethe  Catholics  to  abandon  the 
object  they  were  pursuing,  a  paotive,  which 
was  not  overlooked  by  me,  in  my  last  letter, 
page  488;  5th,  that  finding  the  king  reso* 
lutely  bent  against  tlie  bill,  they  immediate* 
ly  agreed  to  withdraw  it;  and,  6th,  that  this 
was,  on  theiV  part,  a  painful  sacrifice  o{  per- 
sonal feeling  to  puttie  duty  ! Of  personal 

feeling  to  public  duty  I  What!  was  the  giv- 
ing up  of  this  measure,  which  they  were 
"  convinced  was  necessary  to  tranquillize 
**  and  conciliate  the  people  of  Ireland,  in 
'*  which  discontents  and  <iisturbauceS)Doto- 
**  riously  prevailed;"  was  the  abandoning 
of  such  a  measure,  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, a  sacrifice  of  personal  feeling  to  public 
duty  ?  No ;  my  Lord  Howick,  you  may  as- 
sert this  as  loHg  as  you  please,  and  you  may 
find  a  crowd  of  base  place-hunting  people 
(at  your  Whig  Club  or  elsewhere)  to  swear 
to  the  truth  of  what  you  say ;  but,  be  as- 
sured, 'that  every  man  of  a  just  mind,  uncor- 
rupted  by  views  of  place  or  emolument,  will 
say,  that  it  was  a  sacrifice  of  public  duty  to 
personal  feeling,  to  views  of  emolument  and 
of  low  ambition.  You  npay.  makoyofcs- 
sions  of  sacrifices ;  but  the  nation  has  gro*n 
weary  of  your  professions.  You  trust,  you 
tell  us,  that,  **  whenever  that  kind  of  sacri- 
"  fice  becomes  necessarj",  no  man  will  be 
'*  found  more  ready  to  submit  to  it  than  you 
"  will.**  I  l)elieve  you  with  all  my  soul! 
But,  believe  that  you  would  yield  one  guinea 
of  emolument,  or  one  rag  of  official  pride, 
for  the  Jjake  of  your  country,  I  do  not.-^ — • 
But,  gentlemen,  it  is  Lord  Howick's  doc- 
trine, relative  to  the  introducing  of  bills  in- 
to parliament  by  order,  or,  at  least,  under  the 
authority,  of  theking.  that  1  wish  to  turoyour 
particular  attention  to.  This  lord  found  it 
necessary  to  say  something  in  explanation  of 
this  part  of  the  transaction ;  he  had  perceiv- 
ed, that  men  were  struck  with  thewids 
difference  between  the  theory  of  the  con- 
stitution, relative  to  checks  and  balances, 
and  the  practice  of  it,  as  so  strikingly  ex- 
emplified upon  this  occasion;  and,  be 
seemed  very  desirous  to  reconcile  the  theory 
with  this  practice.  The  best  way  is,  fint  to 
put  upon  record  his  words,  as  reported  in 
the  Morning  Chronicle,  and  then  to  make 

our  remarks  upon  them **  It  has  been 

"  stated,"  said  he,  "  by  some  persons,  wb« 
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"  have  auimadverted  upon  this  transaction, 

"  that  ministers  were  not  warranted  in 
**  bringing  forward  a  public  measure  with- 
**  out  previously  obtaining  the  consent  of 
"  hts  majesty.  But  this  extravagant  propo- 
"  sition  scarcely  deserves  serious  notice. 
"  According  to  any  rational  view  of  the 
"  subject,  the  duty  of  a  minister  appears  to 
"  heJwO'fM,  He  may  act  in  a  double  ca- 
"  pacity  upon  different  occasions ;  namely, 
"  as  a  minister,  and  as  an  individual  mem- 
"  ber  of  parliament.  There  was  no  minis- 
"  terwho  had  not  acted  so  occasionally.  If, 
"  indeed,  it  were  culpable  to  pursue  the 
"  course,  some  extravagant  writers  now 
"  maintain,  Mr.  Pitt's  conduct  upon  the 
*'  Slave  Trade  and  Parliamentary  Reform, 
*'  would  liave  been  highly  censurable ;  for 
"  that  disitnguishtd  staiesman,  in  both  these 
"  instances,  brought  forward  the  proposi- 
'' dons  as  an  individual  member  of  parlia- 
"  ment.  The  constitutional  distinction, 
"  which,  in  concurrence  with  my  col- 
*'  leagues,  I  take  between  the  duty  of  a 
•'  minister  in  the  one  case  and  the  other, 
"  is  tbis  J  that  when  a  minbter  brings  for- 
"  ward  any  motion  as  a  measure  of  govern^ 
"  ment  which  has  undergone  any  discussion 
'*  in  the  Cabinet,  he  violates  his  duty,  «/i- 
"  ias  such  measure  shall  have  received  the 
"  sanction  oj^  thai  authority.  I  should,  of 
"  cooTM^  iael  myseW  very  culpable,  if  I 
"  attempted  to  bring  forward  aliy  measures 
"  in  parliament  s&  a  ministerial  measure 
"  unias  I  had  prevtously  submitted  that 
"  masure  to  the  lonsideration  of  the  king, 
"  and  obtained  his  majeshfs  consent  to  its 
"  adoption.  It  was  ihere/ore  I  laid  before 
*  iiis  majesty  all  the  particulars  with  regard 
'  to  the  measure  respecting  the  Catholics, 
'  and  waited  to  obtain  his  majesty's  appro- 
'  batioD  before   I  attempted  to  submit  the 

consideration   of    that    measure  to  this 

house." Here  we  have  the  modern 

reed  of  the  Whig  politicians.  What  does 
^  Eogluih  constitution,  or  the  law  of  par- 
Wnent,  know  of  any  ttvo-JoUl  capacity  of 

le members  of  the  House  of  Commons? 

poordiog  to  that  constitution,  those  mem- 

ti  arc  the  guardians  of  the  property  and 

» liberties  of  the  people  j  and  they  are 

iing  else.    But,   now  we  learn ;   now, 

^  very  first  time  sioice  the  parliament  of 

gland  began  to  exist,  the  House  of  Com- 

•»  are  flatly  and  plainly  told,  that  there 

Mother  body,  namely,  the  Cabinet  Coun- 

k  who  discuss    bills,   and  resolve  upon 

f  ting  them,  before  they  are  presented  to 

I  Housi;,  before  leave  is  given  to  bring 
hin!  One  of  their  own  members  rises 
^  place,  and  plainly  telh  them,  that  be 
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has  recently  brought  in  a  bill  because  the 
king  wished  him  to  do  It,  and  that  he  has 
since  with  kaiim  that  bill  because  the  king 
changed  his  i^ind,  and  for  no  other  reasoti 
whatever,  tliougbhewas,  at  the  same  time, 
firmly  convinced,  that  the  passing  of  the  bill 
was  necessary  to  tranquillis^  and  conciliate  a 
fourth  part  of  the  people  of  the  kingdom  ! 
Nay,  he  does  not  stop  here ;  but  goes  on  to 
say,  that,  unless  he  had  obtained  the  kmg*s 
approbation  for  bringing  in  the  bill,' he 
should  have  regarded  it  as  an  act  highty  cul' 
table  to  have  brought  it  in  !  *  Thank  him, 
however,  for  his  frankness.  We  might, 
perhaps,  have  presumed,  before,  that  such 
really  was  the  case)  but  now  it  is  openly 
avowed,  that  bills,  before  leave  be  moved 
for  to  bring  them  in,  are  discussed  and  re* 
solved  upon  in  the  cabinet,  that  is  to  say^ 
amongst  men  who  are  the  king's  servants 
during  pleasure,  and  that  they  receive  the 
sanction  of  their  master,    before  they  are 

proposed  to  the  parliament. What  pretty 

stuft*  has  filackstone  and  Paley  and  that 
foreign  sycophant  De  Lolme  been  writing 
about  the  checks  and  balances  in  that  won- 
derful effect  of  human  wisdom,  called  the 
English  constitution  I  'As  to  the  distinc* 
tion  between  bills  brcught  forward  as  mea* 
sures  of  the  cabinet  and  bills  originating 
with  persons  as  individual  members  of  par^ 
Uament,  what  does  the  constitution  know  of 
such  distinction  ?  Dues  any  writer  ^pon 
our  constitution  make  such  a  distinction  ? 
Does  Blackstone,  who  has  given  us  a  com- 
mentar}',  upon  the  whole  of  our  laws,  talk 
'Of  any  such  distinction  ?  Has  he  once 
named  such  a  thing  as  a  Cabinet  ?  Can  the 
parliament  recognize  the  exi*itence  of  any 
such  council,  or  body  of  men  ?  Is  not  such 
a  body  uittrly  unknown  to  our  laws  ?  Be- 
sides, let  us  a.Hk  a  little,  what  bills  there  are, 
of  any  consequence,  which  are  not  mea- 
sures of  the  cabinet,  if  we  admit  of  this 
distinction  ?  All  bills  relating  to  the  army  ; 
all  bills  relating  to  the  navy;  all  bills 
relating  to  the  church  5  all  bills  relating 
to  th^  colonies  J  all  bills  relating  to 
foreign  connections  and  subsidies  j  all 
bills  relating  to  loans  and  taxes,  not  on- 
ly in  the  principle  but  also  in  the 
amount  5  in  short,  .  I  am  sure  no  one 
will  pretend  to  deny,  that  every  bill,  ia 
which  the  people  are  generally  interested, 
must,  according  to  this  distinction, .  be  re- 
garded as  a  measure  of  the  cabinet  ^  and, 
therefore,  if  to  all  such  bills,  the  king*t  con- 
sent, previously  obtained,  be  an  indispensi- 
ble  requisite,  again^  I  call  upon  Blackstone 
and  Paley  to  come  forth  from  the'^raire,  vin- 
dicate their  writings,  and  tell,  if  they  can. 
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of  what  use  is  allouse  of  Corpmons,  except  * 
that  of  amusing  the  nnth'ij^u  g  mase  of  the 
jeople  with  the  idea  iliai  they  ire  represeirt- 
el,   A\\<\  th.<t  the  laws,   by  which  tbf^y  are  , 
X.xsvA  and  bound,  are  made  with  their  own  = 
cr  isont      Yes,  Mr.  Black.stone,  you,  who, 
tli'o  'gh  four  mortal  volumes,  which,   piled 
up.  n  one  another  might  supply  the  place  of 
n  s  ov)!,   have  rung  the  changes  upon  the 
bit     :;.2s  arising  frv^m  the  checks  and  ba- 
^"nLV^  *)f  the  English  constitution,  do  rise 
nr  i  tcil  us,   where,    if  Lord  Howick's  dac- 
t:ine  h'^  ^oan !,  Or  if  the  p.irliament  be  con- 
tc!M  U)  :ut  tipon  it,  or,  rather,  to  be  passive 
tinJ'^r  t.  V.  e  are  to  look  for  tliose  inestimable 
c'lecks    ii!  I   balances  ?     It  is  the  peculiar 
b».-;:.L'^    i)f  the  House  of  Commons  to  frame 
flr.d  t->  pa^s  bills  fur  the  raising  of  money 
upon  the  people ;    and,  when  they  pass  any 
bill,  for .  t!ie  placing  of  the  public  money  at 
the  disposal  of  the  crown,  it  is  called  a  grant. 
Now,  as  all  these  bills,  without  one  excep- 
tion, are  what  Lord  Howick  terms  measures 
of  the  cabinet,  what  a  farce,  if  his  doctrine 
were  sound,  would  this  granting  work  be  ? 
According  to  this  doctrine,  if  is  resolved  in  the 
cabinet  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  granting  the 
king  money  ;  the  king  has  the  bill  submitted 
to  him,  and  directs  it  to  be  brought  in  j  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  brings  it  in ;    it  is 
passed  without  a  division  j    and  this,  this. 
Gentlemen,  my  Lord  Howitfk  would  tell  us, 
18  the  true  "  practice  of  the  constitution  in 
*'  this  free  country,"  where,  as  Blackstone 
8ays,  the  p«oplc^  by  their  representatives, 
iax  themselves ! 

Having  taken  sufficient  time  to  congratu-' 
late  ourselves  upon  the  inestimable  blessings 
which  nm  it  naturally  flow  from  this  doctrine 
of  the  Whigs,  let  us,  next,  take  a  view  of 
their  conduct,  as  exhibited  in  the  debates  of 
the  2-1  th  and*  25tK  of  last  month,  taking 
those  debates,  as  they  stand  reported  in  the 
Morning  Chronicle  news-paper,  and  com- 
menting upon  them  as  a  news-paper  publi- 
cation.  -On  Tuesday,  the  24th,  the  king 

had  chosen  his  new  •*  confidential  servants/' 
and,  amongst  them,  was  Mr.  Perceval,  who 
was  appointed  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  was,  it  was  understood,  to  be  immedi- 
ately appointed  what  is  called  Chancellor  of 
•  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  for  1,1  F£.  This 
last  phice,  like  the  places  held  by  Ijx6l 
Grenville,  the  Marquis  of  Buckingham,  Mr. 
Thomas  Grenville,  and  many  others,  is  a 
mere  sinecure,' wortli  about  4^0CX)1.  a  year, 
and  having  attached  to  it  a  good  deal  of 
church  patronage.  It  has  sou'ietiraes  been 
granted  for  life  before,  and  was  so  granted 
to  the  greedy  Whig  patriot,  Mr.  Dunning, 
by  a  mmistry  of  which  Lord  Rockingham 
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was  the  head.     But,  generally,  it  has  not 
been  so  granted.     It  has,  according  to  the 
"  practice  of  the  constitution,'*  been  a  good 
decent  reward  for  some  one  able  to  give 
preity  efficient  support  to  the  ministry  rf 
the  day.     But,  Lord  Howick  and  his  public 
spirited  colleagues,   seeing   it   going  for   a 
wans  life,  and  that  man,  too,  not  above  Ibor 
and  forty,  and  withal  very  sober,  abstemi- 
ous, and  moral,  in  his  way  of  living  j  seeing 
it  thus  going,  with  respect  to  them,  for  ever 
and  ever  J  seeing  this  part  of  their  prey,  not 
only  snatched  from  them  for  the  present,  but 
about  to  be  devoured  by  auticipation,  they 
seem  to  have  been  inspired  with  an  imosual 
degree  of  Whiggism,  and  to  have  resolved 
to  preserve,  if  possible,  the  chance  of  agaiu 
enjoying  the  profits  of  this  fiit  sinecure. 
Accordingly,  on  the  24th,   Mr.  Plomkr, 
member  for  Hertfordshire,  (for,  as  I   had 
occasion  (p  observe  lately,  in  such  case,  some 
man  of  this  description  always  begins  the 
discussion),  having  first  stated  what  he  had 
heard  respecting  the  intended  disposal  of  the 
Chancellorship  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
said,  that  ''he  begged  leave  to  protest  against 
the  granting  for  life  any  place  usually  held 
during  pleasure.    Sir  John  Newport  (a 
member  of  the  late  ministry)  joined  in  this 
opinion,  and  he  said  something  about  places 
granted  in  reversion,  which  we  will  hear  in 
his  own  words,  because,  thougit  relating  to 
no  very  rare  instance,  it  is  good  to  have  i! 
upon  record,  as  something  declared  in  the 
presence  of  our  faithful  representatives.     A 
reversion,  Gentlemen,  is,  we  should  recol- 
lect, the  right  of  possessing  a  thing  after  the 
demise  of  the  present  possessor.     If,  for  in- 
stance, an  annuity  of  a  hundred  a  year  were 
settled  upon  me  for  life,  and  upon  one  of  ray 
children  after  me,  for  his  lite  also;    this 
annuity  would  be  settled  in  reversion,  and 
my  child  might,  if  any  one  would  buy  it  of 
him,  sell  his  reversionary  right.    Little  did  I 
imagine,  when  I  was  writing  in  America, 
that  a  traffic  of  this  sort  was  carried  on 
with  respect  to  places  of  trust  under  that 
government,    in   the  defence  of  which  I  I 
made  such  exertions !  But,  away  with  these 
mortifying   reflections !    Let  tis    hear  the  ' 
checi  ing  voice  of  Sir  John  Newport.  '•  With  ' 
"  respect  to  some  of  the  Irish  offices  which  j 
**  had  been  reported  as  proper,  some  to  be 
*'  abolished,  and  some  to  be  reformed,  and 
*'  which  could  not  be  touched  in  either  way, 
**  on  account  of  the  interests  of  the  rever* 
''  sioners  ;•  the  office'  of  customer  and  col" 
'*  lector  of  the  port  of  Dublin,    one  of 
"  those  Reported  as  requiring  reguhtion  and 
'*  reforni,  had   been  granted  on  reversion 
«  TWOl  DEEP>   and  consequently  couid 
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^  not  be  touched  by  the  late  B*^U  for  the  re- 
"  trenchnienf.  reform,  and  regulation  of 
*'  offices  io.  Ireland,  though  it  had  twice 
"  fallen  vacant  within  tlie  year,  and  though 
''  k  was  one  of  I  hose  that  most  particularly 
'^  required  reform  and  regulation."  A  re- 
version "  two  deep,'*  Gentlemen,  exists  in " 
the  case,  where  a  thing  is  settled  for  life 
upon  one  })erson  first,  and,  upon  his  death, 
is  settled  to  descend  to  a  second  person,  and, 
upon  his  death  to  a  third  person.  This  is 
the  way,  then,  io  which  the  place  of  a 
high  Custom-House  Officer  is  disposed  of ! 
And,  yet,  there  aie  wretches  so  impudent 
and  so  infamous  as  to  call  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dctt  a  Jacobin  and  a  Leveller  because  he 
complains  of  these  things  ! In  proceed- 
ing with  the  debate,  we  find  Mr.  George 
Johnstone  (of  whom  more  by-and-by) 
"  could  not  help  observing,  that  those  who 
•'  had  been  most  clamorous  in  cheering  the 
''reflections  cast  on  the  hon.  and  learned 
'*  gentleman,  were  members  ot  the  family 
"  (the  Grenvilles)  which  was  loaded  with 
'*  fveaith  derived  from  puhlic  sinecures, 
"  He  wished,  with  the  hon.  gentleman, 
"  that  the  resolution  now  before  the  house 
•'  (against  reversions)  had  been  adopted  long 
''  since,  and  then  that  famih'  would  not  be 
"  drawing  Xao^OOO  a  year  from  the  public. 
'*  He  hoped  the  indications  they  now  gave 
**  of  a  different  disposition  would  be  per- 
**  noanobt.'*  This  was  a  fine  slap  upon  the 
©ther  side  J  but,  Mr.  Huskisson  gave  a 
better,  because  it  came  exactly  m  the  right 
place.  "  As  to  the  propriety  of  any  ar- 
**\angements  with  a  view  to  induce  indivi- 
"  duals  to  accept  of  office,  he  believed 
*'  that  the  first  measure  of  the  administra- 
"  tion  then  in  oflSce,  with  a  view  to  enable 
**  a  noble  lord  (Grenville),  for  whom  he 
*'  fek  a  very  sincere  respect,  was  a  suffi- 
^  ciwt  proof  that  such  an  arrangement  was 
'*  not  very  extraordinary**  This  was  very 
"vtell  done.  The  tap  was  light  as  air  j 
bat  it  was  like  the  end  of  the  finger  upon 
the  tender  part  of  the  arm,  or  under  the 
ear,  and  which  is  much  more  painful  than  a 
broom-stick  laid  across  the  shoulders.  The 
thing  be  alluded  to  was  this :  Lord  Gren- 
vlHe  was  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer,  a  place 
woi  th  5  or  6  thousand  pounds  a  year,  and 
so  completely  a  sinecure,  that  he  had  be^h, 
by  act  of  parliament,  relieved  even  from 
the  trouble  of  signing  his  name.  When,* 
however,  he  was  become  prime  minister 
and  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  it  was  dis- 
covered, that,  as  the  law  stood,  it  was  ille- 
gal for  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  to  be 
Sso  the  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer ;  and, 
iiKleed^  well  it  might  be  unlawful,  the  one 
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office  being  a  check  uprn  the  other.  Yet, 
what  wa.)  to  ^e  clone  ?  Kis  Lo^d^bip  had  a 
mind  to  be  llrst  Lord  of  the  Treasury, 
without  havib5  a  rhind  to  give  up  a  life- 
certain  place  of  such  excellent  revenue. 
Inclinnl^ioiV  said:  **  take  both  places  at 
once  ;  "  but  tbe  law  said  ;  "  you  cannot." 
In  thi^  dilemmn,  recourse  was  had  to  tlie 
grand  and  infulliblo  remedy,  an  act  of  par- 
/lament;  ai/d,  it  is  tlie  real  truth,  that  :!i^ 
very  first  measure  of  the  late  reforming 
patriotic  ministry,  was,  an  act  of  p;!i la- 
ment, to  enable  Lord  Grenville  to  hcM,  at 
one  and  the  same  time,  the  two  n^!ires 
above-mentioned.  *'  Was  it  not  shc.cK  .ig  ?  '* 
said  a  firm  friend  of  Mr.  Fox's  to  m^  n^  f '.q  ' 
time,  "  was  it  not  shocking  to  / -i;///  ^  \-Ja  a 
"  bill  like  this,  and  to  make  poor  cl.^  Fuk 
"  the  instrument  to  bring  it  in  f '*  fi  was 
shocking,  indeed;  and,  you  will,  prGb.^;iy, 
remember.  Gentlemen,  that  I  lost  uv  t>me 
in  stating  my  opinion  respechn^  it.  J 
said,  it  would,  one  day  or  other,  ri^e  np  in 
judgment  against   the   ministers,  :\nd  now 

it  has  so  risen. When  the  ministers  !nve 

found  themselves  at  a  dead  lift,  as  the  vul- 
gar phrase  is,  Mr.  Whitbrpad  has  gene- 
rally stepped  forward  to  assist  ihem,  '.ot 
only  with  his  readiness  at  spoakin  ,  )Lit 
with  the  strength  of  his  character  f<;r  inde- 
pendence and  parity  ;  which  cliaracier,  how- 
ever, i.s,  by  no  means,  vvltat  it  used  to  be. 
Upon  the  present  occasion  he  so  stepped 
forward  j  with  what  drgree  of  success  we 
shall  presently  see.  lie  said,  '*  .that  the 
**  case  adverted  to  by  the  lien,  gentlenian, 
"  and  that  alluded  to  by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
"  Plomer),  were  entirely  diHbret:t.  T!ie 
"  former  case  had  been  brought  u?tder  the 
**  coTtsideration  of  the  house,  ih^  latter  was 
*^  to  be  by  the  a<t  of  the  crown.  The  act 
*'  that  had  been  discussed  in  that  house,  was 
"  to  enable  a  noble  lord  to  hold  a  place^ 
*'  that  had  been  granted  to  him  for  past  scr^  , 
"  vices,  and  which  he  then  held  for  lifej 
"  but  the  case  th;:'n  under  consideration, 
*'  respected  the  grant  of  a  place  for  life, 
'^  which  was  always  heretofore  gt anted 
*'  during  pleasure,  and  before  any  sei" 
"  vices  could  be  performed  for  which 
"  it  was  to  be  a  reward.'*  Now,  as 
to  the  Chancellorship  of  the  Duchy  of 
Lancaster  having  always  heretofore  been 
granted  only  during  pleasure,  Mr.  Whitbread 
was  misinformed  ;  and,  as  to  the  distinction 
between  past  services  and  services  to  come, 
there  is  nothing  solid  in  it.  Tho^e  services 
are  most  amply  paid  for  during  (heir  continu-* 
ance;  and,  all  the  world  knows,  that  there- 
ward,  as  Mr.  AMiitbicad  chooses  to  term  it, . 
is  neither  more  nor  less  than  money  giycn 
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for  the  sake  of  enriching  the  receivers  of  it, 
without  any  reference  at  all  to  services,  or 
else,  I  should  be  glad  to  know,  upqp  what 
principle  this  very  place  was  last  givch  to  the^ 
Earl  of  Derby.     But,  the  other  distinction 
is  worthy  of  particular  notice.     Thw  grant  to 
Mr.  Perceval  was  to  be  the  actnf  the  cr^u^n, 
whereas,  says  Mr.  Whiibread,  the  grant  to 
Lord  Grenville  was  bronght  under  the  con 
sideration  of  this  House.  '  Yes,  Sir,  and  then 
take  along  with  you  ^Lord  Howick's  doc- 
trine, that  it  is  culpable  in  n>inisters  to  bring 
forward  such  a  measure  WBthoiit  thereupon 
r'tceiving  thi  sanction  of  the  king;  take  this 
along  with  you.  Sir,  and  then,  in  the  Ian- 
guage  of  a  plain  honest  man,  tell  me,  if  you 
can,  where  is  the  difference  ?    Ah,  Sir !  there 
was  a  time,  when  you  would  have  scorned 
such  miserable  shifis;  and  I  cannot  help  ho- 
ping, that  there  are  yet  moments  when  you 
lament  that  you  have  been  drawn  into  a  situ- 
ation that  compels  you  now  tobave  recourse 
to  them. — — Mr.  Whitt)read,  by  way  of  re- 
crimination, stated,  that  Mr.  Perceval  was 
idreudy  a  reversioner.    Tbat  a  large  sinecure 
place  (a  place  it  is  worth  nearly  ten  thousand 
pounds  a  year)  was  now  enjoyed  by  Lord  Ar- 

den,  a  brother  of  Mr.  Perceval  -,  that,  upon 

this  place  there  was  a  reversion  **  tu^o  deep,'* 
and  that  the  second  of  the  two  was  Mr.  Per- 
ceval himself.     This  is  very  true,  and  not 

Jess  notorious;  and  it  is  also  true,  thai  Mr. 

Perceval    holds    ihe   sinecure  of    CUrk   of 

the  Irons,  worth  about  one  hundred  pounds 

a  year.     But,  still  the  Percevals  are  very  far 

indeed   behind    the  Gren  illes*,    and,    one 

thing  let  us  always  bear  in  mind,  that  all 

these  grants  of  which  the  late  ministers  com- 
plain, were  made  by  that  same  Pitt,  with 

the  praises  of  Whom  they   ha^^c  been,  and 

yet  are,  continually  insulting  this  pauperized 

atid    bank-paper   and   tax-gatherer   nation. 

Were  it  only  for  this  they  merit  our  execra- 

Ifon.  Mr.  Windham  has  not  praised  him  ; 

b\it,  he  is  the  only  man  amongst  them  Nyho 

luis  not.  Mr.   Whitbread  has  beei^  conspi- 

cu  -us  for  it.  It  was  a  vile  scheme  for  gaining 

oVerand  securing  the  support  of  his  old  cor- 
rupt partizans;  and,  like  all  other  schemes 

of  the  sort,  it  has,  in  the  end,  produced  an 

effect  precisely  the  contrary  of  that  which  it 

wa*  intended  to  produce. — ^I'he  last  person, . 

who  spoke  upon  this  occasion,  was  Mr. 

Parn'ell,  who  said  :  *'     A  noble  lord  (lord 

*•  Castiereagh)   who  had  carried  the  prac- 

'<  tice   of  granting  reversions  to    siich  an 

"  extent  in  Ireland,  was  to  have  a  high  of- 

"  fice  under  the  new  arrangement,  and  he 

**  had  a  suspicion  that  be  might  introduce 

*'  the  same  practice  in  England.     He  had 

*'  had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  the  Irish  Pair-  I  approbation  -,  steps  for^'ard,  the  moment  hci 


''  liament,  during  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 

"  ings  on  the  Union.    That  measure  bad 

'*  been  bst  in  the  first  instance,  because  /aro 

"  of  the  great  interests  remained  neuter. 

^*  Before  12  months  had  elapsed,  the  mea-* 

*'  sure  was  again  brought  forward,  and  car- 

*'  ried  by  a  majority  of  30,  on  which  occa-* 

"  sion  both  those  interests  voted  for  themea^ 

'f  sure.    The  son  of  the  gentleman,  who 

"  was  at  the  head  of  one  of  those  interests, 

*'  at  present,     had   the    reversion    of  ihe 

«*  Clerkship  of  the  Pells,  in  Ireland,   and 

"  the  son  of  the  other  had  this  promise  of 

*'  the    first    bishopric    that    should  fall 

*'  in    after     the    Union.    "    Upon    this. 

Gentlemen,  we  will  make  no  comment  at 

all.     We  will  content  ourselves  with  merely 

calling  to  mind,  that  this  union,  and  all  its 

transactions,  were  the  work  of  that  Pitt, 

whom  Lord  Howick  and  Mr.  Whitbread  are 

now    continually    eulogizing,    and  whose 

debts  they  have  caused  us  to  pay.    If  we 

were    to  add  any  other    reflections,  they 

would  naturally  relate  to  the  blessings  of  our 

invaluable  constitution  in  church  as  well  as 

in  state,  and  particularly  in  those  admirable 

checks  and  balances,  upon  which  Blackstone 

and  others  have  written  such  long  chapters. 

"Before  the  House  broke  up,  a  Mk. 

Maktik,  who  is,  it  seems,  a  '•  learned 
gentleman,"  and,  of  course,  a  lawyer,  gave 
notice,  that  he  would,  the  tie%t  day^  make 
a  motion,  for  an  address  to  the  king,  be- 
seeching him  not  to  grant,  for  life,  any- 
place, osually  granted  during  pleasure  j, 
which  motion  was  avowedly  pointed  at  the 
grant  about  to  be  made  to  Mr.  Perceval, 
and  which  motion  was  made  accordingly, 
and,  upon  a  division,  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  of,\  ;  there  being  for  the  motion 
208,  and  against  it  1 15. But,  to  you  Gen- 
tlemen, to  you,  as  firee,  independent,  and 
honest  men  of  plain  common  sense,  I  par- 
ticularly address  myself,  when  I  remark, 
that  my  Lord  Howick,  who,  while  in 
place,  was  ready  to  withdraw  a  bill  which 
he  was  convinced  was  necessary  to  the  tran- 
quillity of  the  most  vulnerable  part  of  the 
kingdom  ;  that  my  Lord  Howick,  who  was 
ready  to  do  this  while  in  place,  from  his  ten- 
der regard  for  the  persi-nal  feelings  of  the 
king )  this  same  Lord,  the  moment  ne  is  out  of 
plac^,  ^irges  on,  aids,  and  abets  with  al^ 
his  means^  this  motion  of  Mr.  Martin, 
which  must,  if  successful,  necessarily  pro- 
duce cxtren^e  paip  to  those  feelings.  This 
Lord/  who,  while  in  place,  had  such  high 
notions  of  the  king's  prerogative,  that  he 
would  have  regarded  it  as  culpable  in  him- 
self to  introduce  a  bill  without  the  king's 
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is  out  of  place,  to  obstruct  that  same  king  In 
the  exercise  of  his  undoubted  constitutional' 
prerogative  of  granting  a  place  for  life,  which- 
place  had  been  more  than  once  before  been* 
granted  for  life.  He,  good  gentle  lord,  could 
see  no  harm,  in  the  king's  having  the  po^ver 
to  cause,  or  to  prevent,  the  originating  of 
bills  to  become  laws  to  bind  all  his  subjects  3 
but,  the  moment  he  finds  him  granting  a 
lucrative  place  to  a  rival  for  power,  and  in 
such  a  wa^,  too,  as  to  preclude  the  hope  of 
ks  ever  coming  into  his  own  hands,  that 
moment  he  takes  alarm  for  the  constitution ! 
■Ma.  Martik  having  made  his  motion, 
•*  that  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 
"  his  Majesty,  praying  that  he  would  not 
'^  grant,  iu  any  other  way  than  during  plea- 
'*  sure,  the  o^ce  of  Chancellor  of  the  Du- 
"  chy  of  Lancaster,  or  any  other  ofRce  not* 
"  usually  held  for  lifej"  and,  the  moUon 
hiving  been  seconded  by  Mr.  Ward  (not 
tlie  famous  pensioned  Robert  fFardJ,  Mr. 
Perceval  rose,  and  began  by  acknowledg- 
ing, that,  if  he  had  not  heard,  that  this  mo- 
tion was  intended  to  be  made,  he  should  at 
this  nooment  have  been  in  possession  of  the 
much   envied  place,  for  life  j  that  having 
heard  of  the  intended  motion,  he  had  been 
,to  the  king,  and,  for  the  present  declined  it; 
that,  as  to  precedents,  Mr.  Dunning*s  was 
a  case  in  point,  and  clearlvjnrxuii^J-  *'*^  "'  ^ 
king  wa*  BOW  proposed  to  be  addressed  not 
to  do  precisely  that  which  a  whig  ministry, 
while  in  power,  had  prevailed  on  him  to  do ; 
that  the  case  of  LK)rd  Grenville  was  a  sliU 
greater  slreich  of  power  in  this  way  ;  and, 
diat,  whatever  might  be  ihedecUiou  of  the 
House,  and  whether  he  had  the  place,  or 
not,  he  was  ready  and  willing,  and  was  re- 
solved to  serve  the  king  to  the  best  of  his 
abilities,  if  the  king  commanded  his  ser- 
vices.    Having  said  this,  he  lett  the  House 
But,  tfiere  was  one  fact,  wWch  Mr.  Perceval 
brought  out,  relative  to  reversions.    There 
arc  many  places  in  the  gift  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  these   also  are  frequently 
given  in  re;crsion.    The  late  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Erskinehas,  it  would  appear,  given 
but  one  place  in  this  way  ;  and  to  whom  do 
you  think  he  gave  it  ?     To  whom,  Gentle- 
men, do  you  think  that  the  liberty- loving. 
the    abuse-decrying,    and     the  place-con- 
demning  Mr.  Erskiue,  now  -   ^^"'•^^,*^^^- 
kine,"  granted  that  one  reversion?     AVliy, 
to  the  person,  who,  for  a  great  number  ot 
yeani,  served  himself,  as  clerk,  iu  his  private 
capacity  of  barrister !     For  such  a  ptrson, 
Mr.  Erskine  must,  upon  retiring  froni  the 
bjT,  have,  for  very  decency,  made  some  sort 
of  provision;  and,  I  suppose,  his  Lordship 
Ibought  that  thU  provisioo  WQuia  b^  morti 
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honourable  if  it  came  from  the  public  purse 
than  if  h  hadL  come  from  his  own.  We  have 
t<)  thank  Mr.  Perceval  for  this  feet.  Gentle* 
luear  $  and,  if  he  does  nothing  else  than 
make  ^posures  of  this  sort,    he  will 


e  ^posures  of  this  sort,    he  will  do 
much  more  l^r  the  people  of  England  than 
has  been  done  by  his  predecessors,  one  of 
whose  great  objects  appears  to  have  been  to 
tmotfier  eveiy  thing  done  by  Pitt,  with  praises 
of  whom,  with  encS.iiiums  on  whose  wis* 
dom  and  ¥i|tue^,  they  have  daily  insulted  us. 
■  Lord  Hbnry  Petty,    whose  father 
was  one  of  the  ministers,  when  the  Chan- 
cellorship of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  was 
bestowed,  for  life,  upon  Mr.  Dunning,  af- 
terwards l/n'd  Ashburton,  said,  in  answer 
to  Mr.  Perceval,  upon  that  point,  "  that 
"  personally  alluded  to  as  he  had  been  by  the 
"  comments  made  by  a  right  hon.  gentleman 
'^  (Mr.    Perceval)    upon    an    appointment 
"  sanctioned  with  the  approbation  of  a  no- 
*'  ble  and  near  relative  of  his  (lord  Lans- 
"  down),  he  could  not  help  offering  him- 
"  self  then  to  the  house  at  once  to  retort 
**  every  sinister  insinuation  against  his  no- 
"  ble  relative  and  himself.     He  contended, 
'*  in  the  first  instance,  that  between  the  case 
"  of  the  right  hon.  gent,  and  that  of  lord 
"  Ashburton,  there  was  a  great  and  leading 
'*  distinction;  the  latter  was,  in  the  tech- 
«'  "the  d  *'*^^"^  «  law  lord,  excluded  from 
"he  dert^u^'^teM^r*^^^*^  6-om.  whicli 
"  ration,  and  receiving  the  Chancellorship 
*<  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  with  the  ex- 
'•  press  understanding  that  he  was  to  resign 
«  It  on  the  occurrence  of  that  event  wh.ch 
'^  would  put  into  the  hands  of  his  Majesty 
'*  the  disposal  of  the  phce  of  Chief  Judge 
«'  of  the  King's  Bench;  such  was  the  ho- 
"  nourable  ambition  of  a  lawyer  the  most 
"  eminent  of  his  day.     It  was  not  then 
'<  granted,  it  was  not  held  forward  as  a  bait 
"  to  entice  him  to  discbarge  the  duties  of  an 
**  office  great  and  lucrative,  {loud  and  re- 
*'  pelted  cries  of  hear  I    hear!)    no  I    h« 
"  should  sav,  in  vindicaUon  of  the  noble 
"  personage  alluded  to,  that  it  had  never 
"  been  otfered  to  entice  future  services,  but 
«  to  reward  past ;  and  in  equal  vindication 
"  of  the  person  who  accepted  it,  he  would 
'*  say,  that  great  lawyer  did  not  accept  it  as 
*'  a  bargain,  as  a  pitiful  compromise  to  m- 
'*  demnify  tlie  apprehended  conse<^uencea 
«'  of  risking  his  support  to  any  admniistra- 
"  tion  (/Qi*d  and  repeated  cries  of  near  I 
c€  /igfif  f)." — But,  Gentlemen,  let  us  not  be 
hallood  out  of  our  reason.    What  are  these 
distinctions?     What  do  they  amount,  to? 
First,    we   are    told,    that  Mr,   Dunning, 
was  become  a    Lord,   before   the    plac* 
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was  bestowed  upon  him  for  life  j  but, 
we  are  not  told,  what  was  the  fact,  that 
he  would  not  accept  of  the  peerage  uuithout 
the  place ;  and,  observe,  that  the  bargain 
Vas,  that  he  was  to  be  Lord  Chief  Justice 
if  a  vacancy  happened,  and  that  the  place 
in  question  was  only  a  sort  of  stay- stomach, 
till  the  full  noeal  came  to  hand..  But,  Lord 
Henry  Petty  tells  us  (and  upon  this  distinc- 
tion he  seems  principally  to  rest),  tliat  the 
place  was  given  to  Mr.  Dunning  for  past  ser- 
vices, and  not  as  an  indemnifi edition  for  the 
risk  he  might  run  in  raakiiog  part  of  a  new 
ministry.  The  fact  is,  that  Mr.  Dunning 
bad  never  rendered  any  public  services  at 
all ',  he  had  never  been  in  the  public  service  5 
he  had  speut  his  time,  and  had  exhausted 
kis  health,  in  labouring  for  money,  of  which 
he  was  very  fond,  and  of  which  he  had 
^massed  a  great  deal,  as  a  private  barrister ; 
.  and,  it  the  place  wan  not  given  him  as  an 
indemnity  for  his  ris^s  in  supporting  the  new 
administration  of  the  day,  I  believe  it  would 
puzzle  a  more  acute  man  than  Lord  Henry 
Petty  to  find  out  a  reason  for  the  gift.  Mr. 
Dunning  had  been  a  great  wrangler  in  parlia- 
ment J  he  was  the  author  of  the  famous  reso- 
lution about  the  increasing  influence  of  the 
crown,to  which  influence  hein  the  rightWhig 
lyay,  added,  as  soon  as  he  got  into  place  j  he 
had  been  a  most  useful  party- man.  What 
services,  then,  had  he  to  make  a  cJftirri  fj'j^ 

"  ?''y^'>  ^  '*^^/"i*«tclw*jjm'Ste'cFcumbtance8 
into  view,  he  was  very  rich,  and  had,  I 
beheve,  neither  wife  nor  child,  and,  con- 
sequenily,  no  temptation,  other  than  that  of 
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shcr  avarice,  to  take  the  place  in  question 
for  any  term  at  all,  much  less  for  life  j  where- 
as Mr.  Perceval  has  anumerous  family,  depen- 
«:oiit  aimast,  if  not  altogether,  upon  his 
Idbom.  ior  becoming  support  and  provision  : 
and.  ti.^^rotore,  though  1  condemn  the  grant  in' 
o.tna  rase,  and  though,  generally  speaking.  I 
h  u.   u.pHrtinJity  forMr.PercevaUyet,  I  must 


U--..-C,  that  the  grant  to  him  would  have 
Uvi.  much  more  proper  than  the  grant  to 
Mr.  Dunning  ;  and  tiiere  is.no  clamour,  ex- 
<  !!c  d  by  a  popular  cry,  coming  from  those 
^^  .:o  have  proved  that  the  love  of  place  is 
their  predominant  pjtfwion,  that  shall  pre- 
vent  me  from  .aying,  that,  in  every  way  in 
Which  a  comparison  can  be  drawn,  Mr 
Perceval  is  in  my  opinion  the  worthiest  man 

of  these  two. M«.  Stuhoes  havi:i<r  re- 

pre^emed  Mr.  Perceval  as  a  barrister  of  the 
highest  rank  in  point  of  professional  emolu- 

?*^^\?"'^  *^^*-  ^"^*^  ^^^°^  ^*^n'^^  *lie 
tact,  Mr.  Montague,  assettad  th:.t  the  fact 
was  true,  nnd,  in  continuatioj  (after  a 
cry  of  erderj,  said,  ''that  if  a  member  did 


"  not  intend  to  be  disorderly,  whatever  ex- 
*^  pressions  might  have  fallen  from  him,  that 
"  member  was  not  to  be  put  down  by 
*'  clamour  ^a/att^A^.  He  addressed  himself 
''to  the  independent  members  of  that 
"  house,  and  to  their  attention  did  he  parti- 
"  cularly  address  himself.  Whereupon, 
the  reporter  informs  us,  that  there  was 
**  again  a  loud  and  general  cry  of  order, 
*'  order,  chair,  chair,'*  a  cry,  we  may  sup- 
pose, Ge*ulemen,  that  arose  from  the  idea 
(a  misconceived  one,  no  doubt),  that 
there  were  some  members  in  the  house 
tliat  were  not  quite  independent.  The 
Speaker,  however,  with  that  coolness 
which  so  well  comports  with  the  dignity 
of  our  representatives,  put  the  matter 
at  rest  by  uttering  tlie  following  words : 
*'  The  hon.  member  will  be  pleased  to  re- 
'^  collect,  that  in  the  language  of  this  house  . 
'*  no  such  distinction  between  its  members  is 
*'  recognised.  " Mr.  Montague  proceed- 
ed, and  said,  *'  thatthe  distinction  he  meant 
*•  was  between  those  seeking  far  places  and 
•'  pensions,  and  those  who   were  not  candi, 

"  dates  for  either.*' A  distinction  that 

many  people  make;  but  one  that  it  maybe 
very  improper  to  mak,e  in  the  House  of 
Commons. N*xt,  according  to  the  re- 
port, followed  Mr.  George  Johnstone, 
who,"  with  great  warmth,  expressed  his  un- 
JJ  -njialificd  disapprobaiiotu  of  the  entire 
course  pursued  by  the  late  administration. 
^^  and  was  mcliued  to  think  that  the  cabab 
of  men  about  power  could  6erve  only  like 
II  those  between  Sir  R.  Walpole  and  Gene- 
^^  raJ  btanhope,  to  discover  secrets  that  would 
'  make  all  honest  men  disgusted  with  both 

"  parties." Th\s  is  false  j  J  mean  the  re- 

/>?/•/,  or,  rather,  the  former  part  of  it;  for 
It  ever  Mr.  George  Johnstone  spoke  with 
more    warmth    than   Little  Moses   in   the 
School  for  Scandal,  I  will  be  contented  to' 
suffer  martyrdom  for  the  sake  of  a  Whig  mi- 
nistry.      No;    with  anger  the  honourable 
Gentleman  might  speak ;  but  with  warmth 
never  m  his  life.     He  derives  his  philosophy 
from  a  school,  of  which  he  is  a  most  emi- 
nent disciple,  and  which  is  much  t6o  cooling 
m  the  nature  of  its  precepts  and  its  practice 
to  encourage,  or  permit,  the  indulgence  of 
warmth.     As  to  the  latter  part  of  what  this 
honourable  man  said,    I   must  leave  you, 
Oeni^emen,   whose  honesty  is  unquestion^ 

able    to  judge  of  its.triuh. ^This  censure 

Of  the  late  ramisters,  however,  brought  up 
Mr.  b«EuiDAN,  who.  as  you  will  see,  •*  dis. 
covered  a  saret  '*  with  respect  to  Mr.  Geonre 
Johnstone.  He  said,  -  that  it  was  not  the 
^^  first  time  he  had  obserred  in  xSt  hon, 
.gent  who  had  just  satdown^  an  eagerness 
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•'  to  attack  the  late  administration  and  its 
'*  friends,  though  certainly  the  present,  like 
*'  every  former  attempt,  evinced  rather  an 
'*  avidity  to  attack  than  a  power  to  be  ofFen- 
"  sive.  He  was  glad,  however,  to  see  in 
**  the  present  attack  something  like  a  phi- 
^  bsophical  neutrality,  and  that  as  the  lat« 
^'  administration  had  had  the  misfortiuie  of 
^  the  hon.  gentleman's  opposition,  so  the 
^*  preseat  would  benow  lUcely  to  come  in 
<'  for  its  due  share.  The  hon.  gent,  had 
**  said  a  great  deal  about  independience,  and 
^'  had  congratulated  himself  in  an  angry 
•*  tone  upon  his  having  no  place  under  any 
"  government.  He  (Mr.  S)  could  unly 
<*  say  that  he  was  no  dinilger  of  prlouie 
<*  secrets  j  but  he  might  make  some  alluMon 
'*  to  a  certain  public  message,  which  it  had 
*'  been  deputed  to  him  to  deliver  to  a  nobio 
*'  firiend  of  his,  at  the  formation  of  a  cer- 
^'  tain  administration.  Ht-  was  sure  the 
*'  hou.  geut.  perfectly  understood  him  fa 
^'  loud  and generallaugk J .  He  was  rather 
*'  inclined  to  believe,  from  the  nature  of 
^'  that  message,  that  the  hon.  gent- not  with- 
*'  standing  his  present  acruuohy,  might 
*'  then  have  been  entirely  dulcijicd  towards 
'/  that  terrible  administration  he  had  been  so 
**  much  of  late  in  the  habit  of  condemning 
*'  fa  laugh ) — ^Aye  ;  and  dismterestedly 
**  condemning  too;  OTd\sinlerest*id\y,  if  such 
*^  pronunciation  better  suited  the  taste  of  the 
^'  kou.  gent.,  whether  classical  or  vulgar." 
■  Now,  what  in  all  the  world  could  Mr. 
Sheridan  mean  by  this  pronunciation  ?  For 
what  could  he  make  shift  to  lay  particular 
stress  upon  the  letters  making  up  the  word 
interest  ?  What  has  Mr.  George  Johnstone  to 
do  with  interest  ?  I  will  certainly  sift  lliis 
out,  if  I  submit  to  the  cruel  vexation  of  read- 
ing all  the  India  Papers  over  again. ^That 

Mr.  George  Johnstone  bad  made  overtures  for 
a  place,  at  tlie  forming  of  the  last  ministry, 
was  pretty  certain,  trom  what  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan said  I  and,  therefore,  when  our  old 
friend  sat  down,  the  former  rose,  and  said, 
**  that  he  neither  had,  nor  would  have  ap- 
'^  plied  to  the  right  hon.  gent,  who  had  just 
"  sat  down  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
*'.  him  any  appointment  upon  the  occasion 
'^  alkided  to,  and  for  two  reasons,  the  first, 
*'  that  he  knew  if  he  h^d  applied  the  right 
•'.  hon.  gent,  was  too  muck  engaged  in  pro^ 
*'.  vidingjor  htmselfand  his  family,  to  attend 
^'  to  any  agency  for  others  j  and  secondly, 
*'.  because  if  he  had  requested  the  right  hon. 
*'  gent,  to  undertake  the  commission,  he 
*'  was  pretty  sure  that,  although  he  might 
"  promise,  he  would  have  been  very  apt  to 
"  forget  it.  Now,  the  fact  was,  upon  the 
f5  C98e  leierred  to  by  the  right  hou.  gent. 


'^  simply  no  more  than  this.  After  stating 
"  to  the  right  hon.  gent,  the  substance  of 
*^  some  conversatifHis  whidi  he  had  had 
*'  with  an  illustrious  person,  now  no  more, 
"  (Mr.  Fox)  he  did  communicate  to  that 
*'  right  hon.  gent,  and  authorise  hin>.  to  men- 
"  tion  his  nodiness  to  accept  of  any  office  to 
*'  which  fio  salary  should  b>>  attuchedj  hiid 
*'  in  which  he  might  be  able  to  make  him- 
**  self  useful.  He  remembered  that  hepar- 
•*  ticularly  mentioned  Indian  affairs,  from 
"  his  knowledge  of  which  he  stated  to  tlio 
*'  right  hon.  gent,  hisopinion  that  he  should 
*'  be  able  to  render  some  service  to  the  coun^ 
"  try.  In  offering  to  accept  a  situation  in 
**  the  conduct  of  tiiose  affairs,  without  any 
*'  emolument  for  his  services,  he  hoped  he 
"  was  making  a  proposition  which  should 
"  not  expose  liim  to  censure,  or  to  the  sua- 
*'  picitwi  of  any  unworthy  motives  "— 
Mr  Sheridan  rbs^ai^ain,  and  said  what  is 
well  worthy  of  being  rememb^ed :  •*  that 
"  he  was  sorry  to  have  felt  hinvself  under 
'*  the  necessity  of  stnting  any  thing  wiiich 
"  might  serve  to  fix  an  unworthy  impnta- 
"  tion  upon  the  character  or  motives  of  nny 
"  hon.  member.  But  he  hei^^  od  leave  to 
"  observe,  that  men  were  indn  id  to  seek 
"  for  offices  from  ditfisrent  views — seme 
"  for  Fionour,  others  for  profit,  [others  tor 
**  patronage/]  and  the  disappoint nient  of 
"  the  views  in  the  one  case  might  create  as 
"  much  irritation  and  discontent  as  in  the 
*'  other.  With  regard  to  the  very  active 
"  agency  which  the  hon.  gent,  imputed  to 
*'  him  in  his  attention  to  his  own  interest, 
'*  he  would  beg  to  stale,  of  what  nature  that 
"  agency  was.  Understanding  that  his  il- 
"  lustrious  friend,  who  was  now  no  more, 
*'  had  mentioned,  that  in  consideration  of 
**  his  services  for  TJ  years,  for  which  ho 
**  had  received  nothing  whatever,  something 
"  permanent  should  be  settled  upon  him; 
•*  but  that  upon  communicating  this  wish 
'*  to  his  colleagues,  they  expressed  their  de- 
**  termination  that  nothing  of  the  kind 
"  should  in  any  case  be  granted  and  again,  he 
**  immediately  declared  to  his  illustrious  • 
*'  friend,  that  upon  no  account  should  the 
"  thipg  be  any  iurther  agitated,  but  at  once 

*'   dropped  '^ Now,  Gentlemen,  leaving 

Mr.  (xeorge  Johnstone's  disinterestedness  to 
pass  for  what  it  is  worth,  not  forgetting", 
however,  the  nature  of  his  connections  with 
India ^;  let  us  ask  of  what  sort  are  those 
*'  services'*  for  twenty -seven  years,  of  which 
Mr.  Sheridan  speaks,  as  the  foundation  of 
his  claim  upon  our  parses,  for  a  *'  settle^ 
"  ment  of  something  permanent.**  His  ser- 
vices,  like  those  of  Mr.  Dunning,  were 
given  ta  a  party,    Gre^t  services,  indeed. 
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did  he  render  in  that  way  5  but,  are  we  to 
be  called  upon  to  pay  life  annuities  to  mem- 
hers  of  parfiament,  for  their  services  in  that 
capacity  ?  This  is  fine  doctrine  indeed.  But, 
what  place  was  it  that  it  was  proposed,  by 
Mr.  Fox,  to  give  him  for  life  ?  He  himself, 
you  will  readily  be  sworn,  did  not  propose 
the  thing  to  Mr.  Fox.  It  was,  of  course,  to . 
be  pressed  upon  him.  The  thing  was  to  be 
done  entirely  without  his  knowledge  5  and 
jet,  that  being  the  case,  it  does  seem  odd, 
that  Mr.  Fox  should  apologize  to  him  for  the 
failure.  However,  let  us  suppose,  that  all 
this  was  so  3  but  what  was  the  place,  that 
Mr.  Fox  proposed  to  give  him  for  life? 
Why,  Gentlemen,  it  was  this  very  Chancel- 
hrshipofthe  Duchy  of  Lancaster !  "  By  the 
mau,**  as  Falstaff  says,  ••  he  would  have 
made  a  brave  judge.'*  And,  to  use  his 
Iriend  Weatherhead's  phrase,  what  choice 
**  cushion-thumpers"  he  would  have  furnish- 
ed U8  with;  for  he  would  have  had  consider- 
able cAnrcA  pa/rowfl^^ .'  If  this  statement  be 
true,  then,  Mr.  Fox  recommended  to  be 
done  for  him  precisely  that  which  the  king 
was  about  to  do  for  Mr.  Perceval.  Whe- 
ther church-benefices  would  not  be  as  pro- 
perly deposited  in  Mr.  Perceval's  as  in  Mr. 
Sheridan's  hands  is  a  question  that  I  will 
not  put  to  you ;  but,  ^bsX  a  cruel  satire  is  it 
upon  the  memory  of  Mr.  Fox,  to  represent 
the  bestowing  of  the  thing  in  question  as  so 
flagrantly  uuoonstilutionnl,  at  the  verjr  same 
time,  that  it  is  asserted,  tiiat  Air.  Fox  would, 
if  he  had  been  able,  have  bestowed  it  in  ex- 
actly tlie  same  manner !  The  truth  is,  that 
the  objection  was  not  to  the  princijjle  of  the 
appointment,  but  to  the  rnan,  whom  the 
Grenvilles  disliked,  and  u  liotn  the  Foxites, 
with  their  accustomed  meanness,  woukl  risk 
nothing  to  support.  Mr.  Sheridan  has  now 
the  power  of  repaying  ihem  in  iheir  own 
coin.  He  is  the  only  man  amongst  them, 
whom  the  change  will  not  sink.  Him  it 
will  raise.  H»  has  been  eclipsed  merely  by 
the  power  of  those,  who  owihI  so  much  to 
tlie  former  exertion  of  his  talents.  Now 
their  power  is  gone,  those  talents  will  again 
have  their  worth 5  and,  though  he  will  not, 
perhaps,  actUiilly  join  the  opponents  of  Jiis 
supercilious  and  ungrateful  party,  he  will 
not  fail  to  make  thtm  Jeel,  tliat  he  is  not  to 
be  slighted  with  impunity.  Whatever  else 
he  may  be,  he  is  a  man. of  woi>derful  resour- 
ces of  mind  j  and,  if  he  had  been  true  to 
himself  and  to  the  people,  he  would  never 
have  had  to  sue  for  **  a  pernjanent  settje- 
meot.** 

Having  but  little  room  remaining,  I  must 
be  very  brief  in  what  I  have  to  say  with  re- 
gard to  inte^rlerenca  yf'ixb  the  king,  relating 


to  the  change  of  wi«M/ry.— Gentlemen,  it  i* 
the  king's  prerogative ;  a  prerogative  which 
he  possesses,  and  which  he  ought  to  possess, 
to  change  his  ministers,  whensoever  he 
pleases,  and  without  being  liable  to  be  ques- 
tioned, or  taunted,  respecting  it,  by  any  powJ- 
er  upon  earth.  The  House  of  Commons 
has  its  rights,  too.  It  has  the  right  to  refuse 
to  grant  money ;  and  this  it  can  do  at  any 
time;  but,  it  has  no  right  to  interfere  with 
the  king  in  the  choosing,  or  dismissing,  of 
his  servants.  It  can  take  up,  and  pass  the 
Catholic  bill  5  it  Can  refuse  money  j  but, 
greedy  turned-out  ministers  will  never  pro- 
pose any  such  mode  of  proceeding ;  they 
will  naturally  desire  the  parliament  to  side 
with  them  upon  a  question  of  place.  And, 
if  the  parliament  were  to  side  with  them, 
were  to  adopt  any  measure,  having  for  its 
object  the  forcing  of  them  back  upon  the 
king,  to  what  a  degraded  sitoatioo  would  it 
be  reduced!  They  well  know,  that  the 
House  of  Commons  itself  is  armed  with  con- 
stitutional  powers,  quite  sufficient  to  render 
it  an  effectual  check  upon  the  crown ;  but 
these  powers  such  ministers  never  wish  to 
see  it  exercise  J  because  they  know,  that, 
in  such  exercise,  it  would  break  from  their 
trammels ;  whereas  their  object  is,  'to  ren- 
der it  always  subservient  to  their  views  of 
interest  and  of  ambition  ;  to  use  it  against 
the  people  as  long  as  they  are  in  place,  and 
against  the  king  the  moment  they  arc  out  of 
place.  But,  if  such  a  thing  were  attempt- 
ed, in  the  present  instance,  it  would  be  toe 
glaringly  scandalous  for  any  man,  except, 
I>erhaps,  Mr.  Perry,  to  defend/  the  House 
yet  resounding,  as  it  does,  with  the  declara- 
tion of  Lord  Howick,  that,  while  he  was  in 
place,  a  bill  was  brought  into  the  House  be- 
cause the  king  approved  of  it,  and  was  after- 
wards stopped  in  its  progress  and  tv'uhdrawn, 
because  the  king  changeil  his  mind.  What 
would  that  House  be  ?  In  what  light  would 
it  be  considered  by  the  country,  or  by  the 
world,  if  immediately  after  this  declaration, 
it  was  to  join  that  same  Lord  Howtck  in  a 
complaint  against  that  same  king  for  exer^ 
cis'.ng  his  undoutHed  preiogative  in  dismiss- 
ing those,  whom  it  calls  his  servants^  What 
an  absurd,  what  a  preposterous  conclusion 
would  this  lead  to!  Tlie  House  of  Com- 
mons hears,  without  a  single  whisper  of  dis<* 
approbation,  that  a  bill  has  been  brought  in, 
and  afterwards  witlidrawn,  by  the  sole  au- ' 
thority  of  the  king  5  and  Mr.  Perry  has  the 
impudence  to  tell  us,  that  it  is  proper  of  this 
very  same  House  of  Commons  to  interfere ' 
with  die  king  about  the  choosing  of  his  own 
servants.  "  Aye,"  wijl  he  say,  "  bu  t,yott 
"  perverse,  hiw*d-hearted  do^  Lord  IJuwivk 
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''  and  I  were  in  place  in  the  first  instance, 
**  and  now  we  are  walking  about  arm-in- 
*'  arm"  (this  wqs  really  the  case  a  few  days 
ago)  '*  with  our  eyes  nailed  to  the  pave- 
*'  m&tii,  and  with  countenances  as  wise  as 
"  those  of  a  couple  of  brief-less  lawyers  in 
*^  Westminster  Hall,  while  the  unfortunate 
*'  judges  and  jurors  are  stunned  with  the 
*'  bawling  of  their  more  successful  ^bre- 
*'  thren." 

Mr.  Perry,  hoping,  probably,  that  some- 
thing  of  the  sort  above  spoken  of  will  be  at- 
tempted, has,  in  his  newspaper  of  the  30th 
of  last  month,  made  an  attempt  to  prove, 
that  to  dissolve  the  parliament  now  would  be 
vnconstitutional,  though  he  has,  at  the  same 
time,  the  unparalleled  profligacy  to  defend 
the  dissolution  of  1784  and  also  that  of  last 
summer !  His  arguments,  as  he  would  call 
them,  in  support  of  this  monstrous  proposi- 
tion I  have  neither  time  nor  room  to  answer 
at  present ;  which  may,  too,  be  rendered 
unnecessary,  if,  in  the  small  space  that  I 
have  left,  I  should  be  able  to  console  Mr. 
Perry  with  the  hope  that  a  dissolution  need 
not  be  attempted.  It  may  not  have  occur- 
red to  Mr.  Perry,  in  his  bustle  of  giving  din- 
ners to  cabinet  and  other  ministers,  that  it  is 
just  possible,  that  Lords  Sidmouth  and  £1- 
lenborough,  if  irot  another  or  two  lately  high 
in  ofBce,  may  join  the  new  ministers  before 
parliament  meets  again.  And,  as  to  the 
members  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  does 
Mr.  Perry  think,  that  a  long  prorogation, 
with  the  time  which  it  would  give  for  men 
to  cool  and  reflect,  would  not  tend  to  miti- 
gate their  passions  and  their  opinions  ?  Does 
he  think,  that  members  of  parliament  are 
stocks  and  stpnes;  and  that  the  soft  and 
melting  powers  of  eloquence  will  have  no 
^ffect  upon  them  ?  One  of  the  faults  which 
Mr.  Burkp  found  with  the  French  National 
Assembly  was,  that  they  were  permanently 
Sitting.  J^etiring  npw-and-then  to  converse 
with  one  another  as  private  persons,  he  said, 
^as  a  great  means  of  enlightening  our  legis- 
lators. Well,  then,  does  Mr.  Perry  (who 
now  quotes  Mr.  Burke  too)  think,  that,  the 
many  occasions,  which,  during  a  recess,  will 
offer  for  conversation,  will  have  no  effect  at 
frtl  ?  If  you  would  convince  a  qian,  and  par- 
ticularly a  politician  of  a  certain  stamp,  of 
his  error,  there  is  nothing  like  a  private  in- 
terview ;  politics  being,  in  this  respect,  very 
nearly  a  Ifin  to  love,  the  arguments  of  which, 
when  they  approach  to  points  of  extreme 
delicacy^  are  never  successfully  disbussed, 
never  urged  on  to  complete  conviction,  if 
there  are  more  than  two  persons  present. 
The  cause  of  this  I  shall  not  presume  to  as- 
sign )  but  t|ie  fact  will>  |  am  persuaded,  be 


denied  by  no  man  of  common  dbservstion; 
and  I  am  fully  convinced,  that  a  summer^t 
recess  would  render  a  dissolution  of  parlia- 
ment perfectly  unnecessary,  tliough  I  must, 
at  the  same  time  freely  confess,  that  a  disto-' 
lution,  and,  oi  course,  a  general  electioti« 
would  b^  a  measure  for  which  I  should  bear* 
tily  thank  the  king  and  his  advisers. 
I  remain. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  faithful  friend, 
Atxd  obedient  servant^ 
Wm.  Cobsbtt. 
Boiley,  2nd  April,  J8O7. 

ASSESSED    TAX    HABDSlIirS. 

Sir, 1  hired  a  lad  the  beginning  of 

Jan.  1804,  and  paid  for  him  the  Midsummer 
and  Michaelmas  following  £l.  as  the  act  di- 
rects. At  the  latter  period  he  left  me ;  sa 
that  he  had  been  with  me  only  three  quar- 
ters of  a  year.  In  the  year  1805,  though  I 
had  no  lad,  I  was  surcharged  by  the  inspec- 
tor ^4.  for  omitting  to  enter  one.  I  could 
not  wait  on  the  commissioners  at  the  dis- 
tance of  8  miles,  being  an  old  roan,  and  jost 
recovered  from  a  paralytic  stroke  -^I  there- 
fore made  an  affidavit  of  tlie  circumstances, 
and  directed  my  attorney  to  wait  pn  them 
with  it.  They  confirmed  the  surcharge,  by 
I  he  advice  of  the  inspector,  who  hal  the  one 
half  fur  his  vigilance  and  industry ;  and  the 
attorney  claimed  ^'2.  for  the  affidavit,  horse- 
hire,  and  expenses. ^Thus  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  having  a  lad  for  nine  months 
amounted  to  eight  pounds,  besides  wages, 

clothes,  and  maintenance. 1   am.    Sir, 

your  obedient  servant, Edward  Baij>- 

WYNE,  Curate  of  Drayton  Beauchamp,  near 

Tring,  Herts. P.S.  I  have  several  fruit 

trees,  which  no  longer  bear  for  want  of  a 
pruning  knife,  but  am  afraid  to  employ  one, 
as  in  that  case,  I  shall  be  charged  for  a  gar* 
dener.  .  Is  not  this  a  blessed  country,  where 
a  man  cannot  have  a  plumb  or  a  pear,  in  his 
own  garden,  for  fear  of  an  inspector  ? — Jom. 
26,  I8O7. 


"    LKAUNF-D    LANGUAGES. 

No.  17. 
Sir, — I  have  the  honour  of  transmittrag 
you  a  copy  of  the  Resolutions  voted,  nemine 
contradhente,  at  a  Meeting  of  the  School- 
masters of  Bucks  and  Berks,  on  Saturday 
last : — "  Whereas  it  was  asserted  in  the  Po- 
*'  litical  Register  of  the  14th  of  February, 
*'  IhQ/,  that  the  teachir.g  of  the  Latin  and 
*'  Greek  Languages  to  all  persons  who  are 
*^  10  become  either  Stalcsmen,  Legislalors, 
*'  Lawyers,  Physicians,  or  Priests,  is  worse 
"  than  useless  5— Resoh'td,  Ist^  lli^t  this 
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POLITICAL  REQISTEB.— ^ 


"  LEARNED  LANGUAGES. 
No.    18. 

Sir, Feeling  myself  not  quite  satisfied 

virh  the  manner  in  which  your  correspond- 
ents have  hitherto  treated  the  question  re- 
hpcciinp;  the  Learned  Languages,  Uie  interest 
I  like  in  the  subject  induces  me  to  trouble 
vtHiwitha  iew  remarks;  chiefly  with  the 
view  of  supplying  some  material  omissions, 
as  they  apptiir  to  me,  in  the  arguments  of 
those  who  contend  jigdinst  the  utility  of  clas- 
sical learning  as  a  part  of  general  education. 
—If  a  plain  uneducated  man,  of  good  under- 
standing, were  advised  by  a  person  of  supe- 
rior attainments,  to  have  his  son  instructed 
in  a  pariiciilar  branch  of  knowledge,  his  first 
inquiry,  1  presume,  would  be,  **  is  it  a  thing 
that  can  be  learat  in  a  reasonable  time,  and 
with  ordimry  abilities?  Supposing  rpy  son 
possessed  of  the  average  capacity,  and  ap- 
plication of  youths  of  his  age,  is  there  a  suf- 
ficient prob:.bihiy  of  his  making  himself 
ma:»icr  of  what  you  recommend  to  him,  so 
as  that  his  time,  and  my  money  shall  not  be 
thrown  away  }*  Did  this  question  relate  to 
arithnictic,  or  book-keeping,  or  geography, 
or  any  ot  the  modern  languages,  the  person 
to  whom  it  was  addressed  mighr  answer 
boldly  in  the  affirmative,  and  say  there  was 
po  danger.  But,  if  Latin  and  Greek  were 
what  was  referred  to,  could  the  »ame  answer 
\>e  given  by  a  conscientious  man  ?  In  this 
case,  •  imagine,  our  man  of  learning  would 
^r&t  make  a.  considerable  pause  5  and  then 


"  n?sertion  is  very  alarming. — 2dly,  That  ' 
**  if  Mr.  Cobbett  proves  this  assertion,  as 
•*  he  certainly  will,  the  boys  at  our  respec- 
•*  tive  schools  will  no  longer  mind  what  we 
**  say  to  them. — 3dly,  That  what  is  worse, 
•*  their  friends  will  take  them  fro^  school. 
u  — 4thly,  That  the  inevitable  conaequence 
•*  of  this  will  be  that  we  must  starve,  being 
*'  incapacitated,  from  having  either  studied 
"  «*r  taught  the  Learned  Languages  all  our 
•'  lives  >  firom  earning  our  bread  in  any 
•'  other  way. — 5thly,  That  a  Copy  of  these 
**  onr  Resolutions  be  transmit^  to  Mr. 
**  Cobbett  by  the  president,  who  is  to  re- 
««  present  our  dq>lorable  situation  with 
**  the  most  moving  eloquence  he  is  mas- 

'*  ter  of.** Alas !  Sir,  it  was  with  the 

greatest  difficulty  that  1  could  compose  these 
Resolutions ;  and  I  understand  you  do  not 
Understand  Latin  and  Greek  (in  which  most 
Learned  Languages  I  flatter  myself  I  write 
fluently  and  elegantly  enough),  so  I  hope 
you  will  excuse  me  from  obeying  the  in- 
junctions contained  in  the  5th  Resolution  ; 
and  I  remain.  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect. 
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would  reply,  "  By  no  means  !  on  the  con- 
trary, the  chance  is  twenty  to  one  against 
your  son  J  for,  upon  an  average,  scarcely 
one  in  a  score  of  the  boys  who  are  annually 
entered  at  our  ^cools,  ever  acquires  a  com- 
petent knowledge  of  Latin  alone,  much  less 
ofGi-eek.  And  the  proof  is,  that  they  are 
never  able  to  read  the  works  of  any  ancient 
author  in  such  a  way  as  to  derive  from  thom 
either  instruction  or  entertainment.!'  Aft«r 
this,  can  we  suppose  that  either  the  one 
would  ask  any  more  questions,  or  the  other 
press  his  advice  any  farther  ? — ^That  such  is 
the  real  state  of  the  fact,  I  have  not  the  least 
hesitation  in  affirming.  I  am  even  of  opi- 
nion,  that  the  proportion  of  good  scholars ; 
of  such  I  mean  as  read  the  classics  with  faci- 
lity, and  take  pleasure  in  the  occupaiion;  is, 
less  than  is  here  supposed.  The  reason  it  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  explain.  The  whole 
structure  And  analogy  of  the  ancient  Ian* 
gjuages  are  so  difierent  from  those  of  the 
modern  5  the  words  of  which  they  consist 
are  so  peculiar  to  themselves,  ai^d  the  collo- 
cation of  these  in  sentences  is  so  irregular 
and  diversified,  that  to  learn  any  one  of  them 
thoroughly  is  a  work  of  much  difficulty  and 
labour,  requiring  not  only  a  long  period  of 
docility  for  its  accomplishment,  but  a  por- 
tion likewise  of  the  voluntary  application  of 
riper  years.  Except,  however,  in  the  case 
of  boys  who  are  intended  for  the  learned 
professions,  it  is  rarely  compatible  with  the 
views  of  parents  to  allow  a  sufficient  time 
for  tliis.  And  the  peculiar  misfortone  of  the 
case  is,  that  unless  the  process  is  thus  com- 
pleted, nothing  in  a  manner  has  been  done. 
The  pupil  is  mortified  to  find,  that,  after  all 
his  sufferings  both  of  mind  and  body,  he  \\ 
really  as  unable  to  read  Latin  as  ever ;  for  a 
sensible  boy  will  never  think  it  a  matter  of 
any  consequence  that  he  can  hammer  out  a 
page  or  two,  in  as  many  hours,  with  the  irk- 
some aid  of  a  perpetual  recurrence  to  his 
dictionary. — I  should  not  indeed  be  incfined 
to  set  a  high  value  on  the  understanding  of 
that  person,  who  merely  for  the^honoqr  of 
the  thing,  can  be  content  to  envelope  his 
mind  in  the  mist  and  obscurity  of  a  language 
with  \Yhich  he  is  but  imperfectly  acquainti^, 
whilst  a  rapid  snccession  of  clear  and  vivid 
ideas  is  at  his  command  in  his  native  tongue. 
I'he  knowledge  of  words  which  he  has  ac- 
quired is  perhaps  considerable  j  yet,  being 
entirely  of  a  preparatory  kind,  it  soon  fedes 
from  his  recollection,  for  want  of  being  put 
to  its  appropriate  use.  This  is  always  the 
fate  of  imperfect  studies,  which,  besides  be- 
ing useless  for  their  specific  purpose,  are  pe- 
culiarly liable  to  be  forgotten  j  somewhat 
like  Qufinisbedbuildin^s^  which^  at  the  sfua^ 
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time  tbat  they  are  unfit  to  be  occupied  as 
babitationa,  sooner  fall  into  d<;cay  than  entire 
edifices. — ^The  inference  from  this  statement 
•  I  regard  as  inevitable ;  an*d,  I  think.  Sir,  it 
amounts  to  a  complete  justification  of  your 
original  position,  that  the  learned  languages, 
AS  a  **  part  of  general  education,**  are  worse 
than  useless.     It  is  plain,  that  if  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  our  acquaintance  with 
them  are  confined  to  so  small  a  number,  it 
matters  little  to  the  arguhieut  how  consider- 
able these  benefits  may  be  in  the  particular 
instances.    The  acquirements  of  the  single 
student  who  attains  the  object  in  view,  may 
be  a  sufficient  compensation  for  his   owq 
tiftie  and  labour ;  but  they  cannot  surely,  in 
consistency  wit!)   common  sense,  be  consi- 
dered as  an  equivalent  for  the  time  and  la- 
bour of  thp  nineteen  others  who  fall  short  of 
it.    To  them  the  time  spent  in  this  study  is 
a  pare  loss ;  and  as  they  constitute  a  great 
majority,,  such  also  must  it  be  regarded  on 
the  whole. — Here,  I  have  no  doubt,  the  ad- 
vocates of  classical  literature  will  ask  me,  if  I 
have  never  heard  of  the  advantages  to  be 
derived  even   from  an  unsuccessful  study  of 
Latin,  in  the  knowledge  which  it  impresses 
of  the  principles  of  our  own  language.    That 
this  is  in  some  degree  the  case,  I  am  not  in- 
dined  to  dispute )  the  argument  has  an  ap- 
pearance of  force  when  considered  by  itself, 
and  thus  it  has  misled  many ;  but  place  it 
over  against  tlie  reasons  on  the  other  side, 
and  I  apprehend  it  will  have  no  more  etlect 
on  the  general  question,  than  a  single  grain 
Avould  have  on  a  babnce,  when  hundred- 
weights were  in  the  opposite  scale.    There 
\i  nothing  relating  to  language  in  general,  or 
to  the  English  language  in  particular,  which 
may  not  be  learnt  in  one  fiftieth  part  of  the 
time  necessary  to  acquire  it  in  this  manner, 
by  a  direct  study  of  the  thing  itself}  except 
indeed  a  little    knowledge  of   etymology. 
How  far  the  most  docile  period  of  youth  is 
wisely  laid  out  on  this  accomplishment,  I 
shall  let  those  determine  who  can  estimate 
the  value  of  both  I — A  material  branch  of 
the  subject  remains  to  be  considered ;  but 
at  present  I  can  only  bestow  upon  it  a  few 
words.     By  this  system,  it  will  be  said,  a 
complete  education  is  at  least  secured  for 
young  men  in  the  higher  ranks  of  life,  who 
are  able  to  spare   the  time  necessary  for 
bringing  their  classical  studies  to  perfection.. 
That  those  who  arc  born  to  the  exercise  of 
legislative  functions,  or  are  destined  to  fill 
important  offices  in  the  state,  should  be  pro- 
perly fitted  for  tlie  parts  which  they  will  be 
called  upon  to  act  in  society,  is  an  object, 
undoubtedly,  of  the  first    national    conse- 
quence.   With  referenca  to  ibis  ciass^  there 
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is    a    peculiar  propriety  in    the  definition 
which  Milton  has  given  of  a   *'  complete 
ahd  generous  education,"  as  tlwt  "  which 
fit's  a  hian  to  perfi/rm  justly,  skilfully,  and 
niagnanimously,  all  the  offices,  both  private 
aiicf  public,  of  peace  and  war."     Let  us, 
then,  apply  this  definition  as  a  test  to  ascci- 
tain  the  merits  of  tlie  plan  of  instruction 
which  is  followed  at  our  most  celebrated 
schools,  at  Eton   and  Westminster   for  in- 
stance,  where  nothing  else  but  Latin  and 
Greek  is  taught,  and  even  at  the  two  Uni- 
versities, Where  they  continue  to  be  still  tlie 
primary  objects  of  attention.     Now,  I  ap- 
prehend it  is,  the  characteristical  feature  of 
this  plan,  that   it  cultivates  exclusively  the 
memory  and  the  taste,    both    subordinate 
faculties  of  the  mind.    The  principle  of  the 
iiew  French  system  j  a  system  dictated  by 
necessity,  and  expressly  adapted  to  the  ser- 
vice of  the  state — Is  to  exetcise  the  under- 
standing.    Ftom  this    system   the    learned 
languages  are  in  a  manner  excluded.     Cal- 
culation and  experiment,  the  sciences  de- 
pending on  reasoning  and  observation,  are 
the  subjects  which  at  present  occupy  the 
attention  of  youth  in  France.     Now,  which 
of  these  two  systems  \ft  best  adapted  to  im- 
prove the  ge:ier4  powers  of  the  mind  ?  to 
make  men  active,  sagacii)as,  and  inventive  ? 
Which  of  them  is  calculated  to  form  the 
best   generals   and    statesmen?    No  ene,  I 
imagine,  who  reflects   that  it  is  superiority 
of  judgment  which  governs  all  hurmin  af- 
fairs, can  be  at  a  loss  for  the  proper  answer 
to  these  questions.     In  what  degree  of  esti- 
mation the  study  of  Greek  and  Latin  is  held 
in  this  view,  oy  those  who  are  best  qualilicd 
to  judge  of  its  elfects,  mwy  be  drawn  from 
an  expression  made  use  of  by  the  enlighten- 
ed ;!Uthors  of  •*  Practical  Education,"  who, 
in  their  chapter  on  grammar,  after  stating 
the  circumstances  which  may  render  a  cer- 
tain proficiency  in  these  langunges  necessary 
or  desirable,  proceed  to  examine  the  quesn 
tion  how  this  proficiency  may  be  attained, 
with    the  least  Jo.^s  of  time,  and  the  leist 

danger  Co  tke  understanding. Civis. *- 

March  iG,  180/. 
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letin  of  the  Grand  French  Anny, 
( Concluded  from  p .  4\i5j, 
Gen.  Blucher,  Prince  Frederick  of  Bruns- 
wick Gels,  and  the  other  generals,  then 
came  forward  to  the  victors,  and  desired  t^^ 
capitulate.  The  troops  were  defiled  before 
tlie  French  army.  Ttiese  two  days'  work 
destroyed  the  last  corps  which  remained  t»f 
the  Prussian  army;  beside  tliejemainder  of 
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the  artillery,  we  .'have  taken  a  number  of 
•taiidards,  and  16,000  prisoners,  of  whom 
^KX)  are  cavalnr. — ^Thus  the  Prussian  gene 
rals,  who,  in  the  delinum  of  their  vanity, 
indulged  in  all  sorts  of  sarcasms  against  the 
Austrian  commanders,  have  the  fourth  time 
renewed  a  catastrophe  similar  to  that  ot 
Ulm ',  I  St,  in  the  capitulation  of  Erftwt  j  2d, 
by  that  of  the  Prince  Hohenlohe  j  3d,  in  the 
reduction  of  Stettin  ;  and  the  4th,  in  the  re- 
cent eapitulation  of  Schwartau.     The  ciiy  of 
Lubeok  has  suffered  considerably:  taken  by 
•ssault,  its  streets,  its  squares,  have  been 
scenej^  carnage.    These  calamities  she  at- 
tributes to  those  who  drew  the  perils  of  war 
towards  htr  walls. — Mecklenburg  has  been 
equally  ravaged  by  the  French  and  Prussian 
armies.   A  great  number  of  troops  traversing 
it  in  various  directions,  of  necessit}'  subsisted 
at  the  expense  of  the  country.    This  state  is 
in  close  alliance  with  Prussia,  and  will  in 
some  measure  prove  an  example  to  those 
princes  of  Germany  who  seek  for  alliance 
with  a  far  distant  power,  which  is  perfectly 
safe  from  a  participation   in  these  evils  it 
draws  upon  them,  and  which  makes  no  ef- 
fort to  support  those  who  are  attached  to  it 
by  the  nearest  ties  of  blood,  or  by  the  closest 
diplomatic  relations. Dery,  an  aide-de- 
camp of  the  Grand  Dnke*s,  obliged  a  corps 
to  capitulate  which  escorted  a  considerable 
quantity  of  baggage,  and  h:id  got  beyond  the 
Peene.     The  Swedes  had  paid  the  fugitives 
for  the  covered  waggons.     This  ail'air   pro- 
duced 1500  prisoners,  and  a  great  quantity 
of  baggage  and  carriages.     Some  or  the  regi- 
ments of  cavalry  have  gained,  in  specie  and 
booty,   to  the  amount  of  several  hundred 
thousand  crowns. — Marshal  Ney,  who  was 
charged  with  the  siege  of  Magdeburg,  bom- 
barded that  town.     A  number  of  houses 
were  burned,  which  caused  the  inhabitants 
to  murmur  grer^tly  •  upon  which  the  com- 
mandant   desired   to    capitulate.    A  great 
number  of  cannon  were  found  in  the  for- 
tress j    extensive  magazines  j    15,000  men 
drafted  from  more  than  JO  battalions,  and 

military  chests  of  several  regiments. 

During  these  ioiportant  operations,  several 
corps  of  our  army  arrived  on  the  Vistula. 
The  Warsaw  mail  brought  many  letters 
from  Russia,  which  of  course  were  Inter- 
cepted. From  these  we  perceive,  that  the 
fabrications  of  the  English  Journals  meet 
with  much  credit  in  Russia.  For  instance  ; 
that  Marsha]  Massena  has  been  killed  j  tiiat 
tlie  city  of  Naples  was  taken  and  occupied 
by  the  Calabrians :  that  tlie  King  fled  to 
Rome ;  and  that  the  English,  with  5  or  GOOO 
men,  were  masters  ot*  ItiUy!  However,  a 
liitle  refiectiou  would  enable  them  to  dis- 
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cover  th«  fallacy  of  these  reports.    Has  not 
France  increased,  not  dimi'nished,  her  roili* 
tary  force  in  Italy  ?  The  King  of  Naples  i» 
in  his  capital ;  he  has  30,000  French  troops 
at  his  back  ;  he  is  master  of  the  Two  Gala* 
brias,  while  at  Petersburgh  they  imagine  the 
Calabrians  are  at  Romef  If  a  few  gaUeys, 
armed  and  trained  by  the  infamous  Sidney 
Smith,  the  most  worthless  among  the  bravo 
English  soldiers,  killed  unprotected  indivi- 
duals^ and  massacrtrd  wealthy,  unoffending* 
and  peaceable  proprietors ;  the  gendarmerie 
and  the  scaffold  has  done  them  justice !  The 
English  navy  disavows  not  in  the  least  the 
epithet  of  infamous, .  bestowed  upon  Sidne7 
Smith.     Generals  Stuart  and  Fox,  and  ait 
fhe  officers  of  the  army,  are  indignant  at  be- 
holding the  English  name  associated  with 
such  brigands !  The  brave  Gen.  Stuart  has 
even  publicly  protested  against  these  out- 
rages^ as  unavailing  with  respect  to  their  ob^ 
iects  as  they  are  atrocious  in  themselves^ 
and  which  tend  to    exchange    the    noble 
science  and  business  of  war  for  a  system  of 
robbery  and  assassination  !  But  when  Sidney 
Smith  was  selected  to  execute  the  sanguinary 
suggestions  of  the  Queen,  we  can  only  per- 
ceive in  him  one  of  those  unprincipled  in- 
struments, which  governments  do  often  em- 
ploy, but  whom  they  always  abandon  to  that 
contempt,  which  they  are  the  first  to  feel  for 
them  !  The  Neapolitans  will  onedav  be  in- 
formed in  detail,  of  the  letters  circulated  by 
Sidney  Smith,  the  commissions  he  has  au- 
thorized, and  of  the  mone}*  he  has  expend- 
ed for  the  execution  of  atrocities,  in  which 
he  is  himself  the  chief  agent. — We  also  see, 
by  the  letters  from  Petersburgh,  and  even  in 
the  official  dispatches,   that  they  imagine 
there  are  no  French  in  Upper  Italy.    Those 
persons,   however,  ought  to  be  informed, 
that  independent  of  the  army  of  Naples, 
there  are  more  than  100,000  French  troopa 
in  Italy,  ready  to  punish  those  who  should 
dare  to  attack  it.    They  expect  also  every 
day  at  Petersburgh  to  hear  of  the  successes  of 
the  division  of  Corfu  ;  but,  they  will  shortly 
learn,  that  this  division  bad  scarcely  landed 
at  the  Mouths  of  the  Cattaro,   when  they 
were  defeated  by  Gen.  Marmont,  that  a  part 
of  tliem  have  been  captured,  and  the  remain- 
der reimbarked  and  fled.     It  is  a  very  differ- 
ent thing  to  fight  against  French,  from  what 
it  is  to  engage  with  the  Turks,  whom. they 
hold  in  fear  and  partial  subjection,  by  artful- 
ly fomenting  discord  and  insurrections  in  the 
provinces.     Respecting  these,  however,  the 
Russians  are  not  a  loss  for  means  to  shift  the 
opprobrium  fVom  themselves. 'It  is  de- 
clared,  by  a  decree  of  the  senate,  that  at 
AusterlitZj  it  was  not  the  Russians,  but  their 
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allies,  who  were  beaten  ;  and  should  a  new 
battle  of  Austeiiitz  take  place  upon  the  Vis- 
tuU'  it  will  even  then  be  others  than  the 
ftassians  who  shall  be  conquered !  Although 
now,  as  then,  their  allies  had  not  a  sufficient 
number  of  troops  to  form  a  junction  with 
theirs!  The  plan  of  the  movements,  and 
that  of  the  march  of  the  Russian  army,  hax-e 
fallen  into  our  hands.  From  these,  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  nothing  can  be  more  ridiculous 
than  the  plan  of  operations  of  the  Russians, 
except  their  vain  hopes  of  success  ! — Gen. 
Legrange  bas  been  declared  Governors  Ge- 
neral of  Casse}»  and  the  territories  of  Hesse. 
Marshal  Mor tier,  with  the  troops  under 
his  command,  is  on  his  march  for  Hanover 
and  for  Hamburgh. — The  King  of  Holland 
has  blockaded  Hameln. — It  is  necessary  thit 
the  present  war  should  be  the  last,  and  that 
its  authors  should  be  severely  punished,  in 
order  that  those  who  may  hereafier  take  up 
arms  against  the  French  people,  should  be 
well  aware  of  the  peril  of  such  ^.mdertaking, 
and  of  its  inevitable  consequences. 

Hiirlieth   Bulietin    of  the    Grand  French 
Army. 

Berlin,  Nov.  10,   1806'. ^Tbe  fortified 

town  of  Magdeburgh  has  surrendered  on  the 
8th.  On  the  pth,  the  gates  were  occupied 
by  the  French  troops.  The  c<ipitulation  is 
hereunto  annexed. — Sixteen  thousand  men, 
nearly  800  pieces  of  cannon,  and  magazines 
of  every  kind,  are  in  our  hands. — Prince  Je- 
rome has  laid  Glogau,  the  capital  of  Upper 
Silesia,  under  blockade,  by  Brigadier-Gen. 
L.efebvre,  at  the  head  of  2000  Bavarian 
horse. — The  town  was  bombarded  on  {the 
8th  by  ten  howitzers,  fired  by  the  light  ar- 
tillery-men. The  prince  passed  an  eulo- 
gium  on  the  conduct  of  the  Bavarian  caval- 
ry. General  Deroy  invested  Glo;au.with 
his  division  on  the  9th.  A  parley  l:\s  been 
opened  for  its  surrender  .-^-Marshal  Davoust 
entered  Posen  with  a  corps  of  the  airay  on 
the  10th.  He  is  highly  satisfied  with  the 
spirit  that  animates  the  Poles.  The  persons 
who  hold  situations  under  the  Prussian  go- 
vernment would  have  been  massacred,  had 
not  the  French  army  taken  them  under  its 
protection. — The  vans  of  four  Russian  co- 
lumns, each  15,000  men  strong,  had  begun 
to  enter  the  Prussian  states  by  Georgeen- 
burg.  Olifa,  Grodno,  and  Jalowka.  On 
the  25th  of  October,  these  advanced  guards 
of  colums  had  made  a  two  days  marches, 
when  they  received  news  of  die  battle  of  the 
I4th,  and  of  the  consequent  events.  Tiiey 
retrograded  immediately.  So  many  success- 
es, and  events  of  such  high  importance, 
should  not  slacken  the  military  preparations 
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in  France.  They  should,  on  the  "contrary^ 
be  followed  np  with  fresh  energy,  not^to  sa- 
tisfy an  insatiable  ambition,  but  to  fix  bounds 

to   the  ambition  of  our  enemies. ^Tho 

French  army  will  not  quit  either  Poland  or 
Berlin,  until  the  Porte  shall  have  been  in  the 
full  extent  of  its  independe.icc,  nor  until 
Wallachia  and  Moldavia  shall  have  been  de- 
clared to  belong  in  complete  sovereignty  to 
the  Porte. — ^The  French  army  will  not  quit 
Berlin,  until  the  possessions  and  colonies, 
both  Spanish  and  Dutch  and  Frei\ch,  sluili 
have  been  given  up,  and  a  general  peaca 
made. 

Thirty-first  Bulletin  of  tlie  Grand  French 
ylrmy. 
Berlin,  Nov.  12,  186().— On  the  Uth  in* 
stant,  at  eleven  in  the  morning,  the  garrison 
of  Magdeburgh  filed  off,  in  presence  of  the 
division  of  the  army  under  the  command  of 
Marshal  Ney.  We  have  captured  20  gene- 
rals, 800  otticers,  and  22,000  soldiers,  among 
whom  are  2CK)  artillery-men,  with  54  pair 
ef  colours,  five  standards,  SOO  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, one  million  pounds  of  powder,  a 
great  a.ssemblage  of  pontoons,  and  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  metnl  for  the  casting  of 
cannon.—^ — Colonel  Gcinrd  and  Adjutant 
Commandant  Richard  presented  to  the  Em- 
•^jeror  this  morning,  in  the  name  of  the  first 
and  founh  'orps,  sixty  pair  of  colours  taken 
from  the  Prussian  corps  under  General  Blu- 
cher,  at  Lubeck.  There  were  amongst  them 
22  standards.  Four  thousand  horses,  com- 
pletely mounted,  which  vere  seized  near 
Lubeck,  are  on  their  way  to  the  depot  at 
Potzdam. — ^In  the  2()!li  Bulletin  it  was 
stated,  that  the  corps  under  General  Blucher 
stated,  that  the  corps  uticler  General  Blncher 
put  us  in  possession  of  12,000  prisoners,  in- 
cluding 5000 cavalry.  This  was  a  mistake: 
there  were  21, GOO  made  prisoners,  including 
6000  cavalry,  completely  mounted.  Thus, 
in  consequence  of  these  two  capitulations, 
we  have  obtained  1 20  pair  of  colours  and 
standards,  and  43,000  prisoners.— The  total 
of  prisoners  made  since  the  comniencen)ent 
of  the  campaign,  exceeds  140,000;  and  that 
of  the  colours  taken*,  250.  llie  number  of 
pieces  of  artillery  taken  from  the  enemy  in 
the  field  of  battle,  and  in  the  aflfairs  with  de- 
tachment'!, exceeds  800;  and  that  of  those 
found  in  Berlin  and  the  surrendered  fortress- 
es, 4000. — The  Emperor  yesterday  reviewed 
his  horse  and  foot  cuards  in  a  plain  in  front; 
of  Berlin.  The  weather  was  very  fine.— — 
General  Savary  has  entered  Rostock  with  hi§ 
moveable  column.  He  found  there  fromi 
forty  to  fifty  Swedish  ships  in  ballast,  whicb 
he  immediately  put  up  to  sal«. 
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Thkrty^ecBnd  Bulletin  tf  the  Grand  Fremh 
Arviy,  / 

Btfrlin,  Nov.  l6,  ]805.— After  the  taking 
of  Mfigdeburgb,  and  the  battle  of  Luback, 
tho  cr.mpflign  agaioRt  Prii0i.ta  is  entirely  *i- 
nisbed.— The  folJowir^g  vaj  the  situation  of 
the  Prussian  army  upon  trtking  tl«?  field  : — 
The  corps  of  General  Blucher,  called  of 
Westphalia,  consisted  of  Z5^  battalions  of  in- 
fantry, 4  companies  of  rangers,  45  squad- 
rons of  cav^ry,  one  battalion  of  artillery, 
mid  7  batteries,  independent  of  the  regiment 

pieces. The  corps  of  Prince  Hohenlobc 

consisted  of  24  Prussian  battalions  and  25 
S:\\v\\  battalions,  45  Prussian  squadrons,  arid 
36  s.Kon  bquiidrons,  two  battaliorts  of  artil- 
lery* t  iirlit  Prussian  batteries,  and  eight  Sax- 
on br^rtcnes. — The  army,  commanded  by 
the  J:ing  in  persf;n,  consisted  of  an  advanced 
guard  of  10  bati;\]i»)ns  and  15  squadrons, 
commandc^d  by  the  Duke  of  Weimar,  and 
three  c]i\i>ioiiS.  1  he  first,  commanded  by 
the  Prin-  e  of  Gran.;*-,  cousKSted  of  11  batta- 
lions and  20  ^qii  idions.  The  second  divi- 
«ion,  coiraranded  by  General  Wartensleber, 
consisted  of  11  lalialipus  and  \5  squadrons. 
— ^The  3d  ai\is:on,  commanded  by  General  j 
Schmcttau,  consisted  of  ten  battalions  and 
fifteen  squadious.  Tlje  corps  of  reserve  of 
this  army,  which  Kalkreuth  coramanded.4 
consisted  of  two  divisions,  eadi  of  ten  batta- 
lions of  the  regiments  of  the  guards  or  of  the 
e/tVf ,  and  20  squadr*>nft*nWri>6  reserve,  com- 
manded by  Pnnce  Euqene  of  Wirtemberj, 
consisted  of  18  battalions  and  20  squadrons. 
r-Thiia  thtj  total  general,  of  the  Prussian  ar- 
roy>  consisted  of  V(50  battalions;  and  236 
«|ua(lrons  serv^ed  ^0  batteries,  which  naado 
present  under  arms  1 1 5,000  infantry,  30,000 
cavalry,  and  800  pieces  of  cannon,  compri- 
sing the  cannons  of  battalions. — All  this  ar- 
my was  at  thft  battle  of  the  I4th,  except  the 
corps  of  tlie  Duke  of  Weimar,  which  wa« 
atill  at  Eisenach,  and  the  reserve  of  the  Prince 
of  Whteroberg,  >^  hich  carries  the  Prussian 
forces,  that  were  at  the  battle,  to  126,000 
men— Of  these  126,000  men,  not  one  has 
escaped.  Of  the  corps  of  the  Duke  of  Wei- 
mar, not  a  man  haS' escaped.  Of  the  corps 
of  reserve  of  the  Duke  of  Wirtembcrg, 
which  was  beat  at  Halle,  not  a  man  has 
escafjed  --Thus  these  145,000  men  have  all 
been  taken,  wounded,  or  killed.  All  the 
colours  and  standards,  all  the  cannons,  all 
the  l^aggage,  all  the  generals  liave  been  ta- 
ken, and  nothing  has  crossed  die  Oder.  The 
King,  Glueen,  Gen.  Kalkreuth,  and  about 
ten  or  twelve  officers,  aie  all  that  ha\'e  fled. 
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Th<  King  of  Prussia  hus  now  remaiomg  t^ 
regiineift  in  the  town  of  Gros  Glogau,  wl^tij 
is  bes?egtd,  one  at  Breslau>  ode  at  Brieg,  vm^  *' 
at  Warsaw,  and  aiew  regiments  at  Koenig** 
berjt,  in  all  about  T5,000  infantry  and  3  or 
40i0O  cavaliry.  Part  of  thesA  troops  are  shot 
up  m  strong  places.  The  King  cannot  as* 
^erable  at  Koentgflberg,  whither  he  is  at  this 
moment  fied,  more  tlian  8000  men.— The 
Sovereign  of  Saxony  has  made  a  present  of 
his  portrait  to  Gen.  Lesnarois,  Goyemor  of 
Wirtdnberg,  who,  being  atToi^au,  re-es* 
tabli^hed  order  in  a  house  of  correction^ 
among  6C'0  convicts,  who  bad  armed  them- 
selves, and  threatened  to  plnnder  the  town. 
— Gen.  Lebrun  presented  yesterday  to  the 
Emperor  four  standards,  belonging  to  four 
Prussian  squadrons  ctmmanded  hy  Gen,  Y^ 
let,  and  which  Gen.  Drouet  forced  to  capitu- 
late near  Lauenburgh.    They  had  esoiped 

the  corps  of  Gen    Bluclicr. ^The  corpt 

of  the  Prince  of  Pwite-Corvo,  and  Marshal  . 
Soult,  are  on  their  way  to  Berlin.  The. 
corps  of  Marshal  Soult  will  arrive  there  the 
20th,  that  of  <he.Prince  of  Poivte-Cprvo  i 
few  days  after. Marshal  Mortier,  is  ar- 
rived, with  the  eighth  corps,  at  Hamburgh, 
to  close  the  Elbe  and  the  Weser. — Gen.  &- 
vary  has  been  charged  to  blockade  Hamehi 

with  the  Dutch  division.*- ^The  co^  of 

Marshal  Lannes  is  at  Thorn, — ^The  corps  of 
Marsiial  Augereau  is  at  Brembcrg  and  oppo- 
site Grandeot*  — Ite  corps  of  MaisWl^D*- 
voust  is  on  its  march  ^tom  Posen  tow3i;jIi 
Warsaw,  whither  the  Gfand  Duke  of  B^ 
is  repairing  with  ^e  oiher  part  of  the  reume 
of  cavalry,  consisting  of  tlie  division  irf  dra- 
goons of  Generals  Beamont,  KJetti  and  fie** 
ker,  the  division  of  cuirassiet^s  of  Gen.  Nao- 
souty,  and  the  light  cavalry  of  Gen.  Mil* 
liaud. — Prince  Jerome,  with  the  corps  dt 
the  allies,  is  besieging  Gros  Glogauj  his 
siege  equipage  was  formed  at  Custrin.  One 
of  the  divisions  is  investing  Breslau.  He  is 
takiug  possession  of  Silesia. — Gur  ^xn&fi  «> 
cupy  the  fort  of  Lenczyc,  half  way  between 
Poscn  and  Warsaw.  Magazines  and  artil- 
lery have  been  found  there.  The  Poles  show 
the  best  disposition ;  but  as  far  as  the  Vistu- 
la this  country  is  difficult,  it  is  very  san<fy. 
It  is  the  first  time  that  the  Vistula  sees  the 

Gallic  Eagle. The  Empercr  desired  that 

the  King  of  Holland  should  return  t^  bis 
kingdom,  to  defend  it  in  person — ^The  King 
of  Holland  has  caused  the  corps  of  Marshal 
Mortier  to  take  possession  of  Hanover.  Th# 
Prussian  Eaglet  and  the  Blectoral  Arotf  wc» 
taken  down  together.  ^ : 


S» 
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**  Yea«  all  which  it  inherit  shall  disxoivc, 
**  And,  like  this  insubstantial  paj^cant  faded, 
"  I,^ve  not  a  rack  behind." Shakispeare. 


545  j :^ 

TO  THE 

FREE  AND  INIMKPENDENT  ELECTORS 

OF  THE 
CITT  AND  LIBERTIES  OF  WESTMINSTER. 

LETTER  XIL 

Gbmtlembn, 

At  the  close  of  the  last  let(ef 
'wbidi  1  had  the  honour  to  address  to  you, 
I,  stated,  at  page  533,  that  want  of  time 
prevented  me  from  examinmg  in  detiil  a 
paper,  upon  the  subject  of  dissolving  par-- 
riamenU,  pubUshed  by  that  notorious  place- 
hunter,  Mr.  Perry  of  the  Morning  Chroni- 
cle. And  here.  Gentlemen,  before  we 
enter  upon  this  always  important,  and  now 
interesting  subject,  let  us  just  cast  a  glande 
over  the  state  of  the  press.  This  press, 
vhicb  has  been  called  the  PaUadiuiaof  iree 
men,  and  which,  in  plain  English,  might 
have  been  called  the  Guardian  of  free  men  ; 
this  press  of  which  so  much  has  been  said  9 
and  so  much  has  been  sung,  has,  like  many 
other  things  in  our  political  state,  been  so 
completely  perverted,  as  to  be  one  of  the 
chief  means,  by  which  freedom,  real  and 
necessary  freedom,  the  freedom  which'  an 
honest  and  loyal  man  ought  to  enjoy,  has 
been  nearly  extizip;uished  amongst  us.  As 
to  the  operation  otthe  law  upon  this  press; 
as  to  the  powers  which  the  maxims  and  pre- 
cedents established  by  difterent  Judges  have 
given  to  th^  Attorney -General,  that  is  to 
•ay,  to  the  ministry  of  the  dny,  relative  to 
publications  in  print  $  as  to  the  severe  penal- 
ties, enacted,  under  the  administration  of 
f^U  against  those  who  should,  in  print, 
anioaadvert  upon  the  characters  or  conduct 
.<>f  ministers,  let  those  characters  and  that 
cimduct'be  what  they  might  -,  which  enact- 
ments Lord  Howick,  Mr.  Sheddan,  Mr.  Er- 
•kine,  Mr.  Whitbread  and  all  the  Fox  party, 
represented  as  justifying  open  resistance  on  the 
fart  of  the  people  y  and  which  enactments, 
observe,  they  have  suffered  to  remain,  not 
pnly  without  an  effort  to  remove  them,  but 
without  seeming  to  remember  that  they 
irere  in  existence,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
thttf  daily  kisalted  Ihe  natio  i  with  prai<>es  of 
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the  man  by  whom  they  were  invented  and 
caused  to  be  adopted:  It  is  not  to  these 
trammels,  iit  which  the  press  is  held,  the8# 
perils  which  surround  every  man  who  ven4 
tures  to  write  and  publish  truth,  that  I  nm, 
at  present,  solicitous  to  draw  your  attention ; 
but,  to  the  corruption  and  baseness  of  the 
press  itself,  and  the  way  in  which  it  ha$ 
been  rendered  an  enemy  to  real  freedom. 
Of  this  we  have  an  instance  sufficiently 
striking  in  the  Morning  Chronicle  alone. 
For  t^venty  years  that  paper,  the  property  of 
the  very  same  person  who  now  owns  it,  wtt 
the  eulogist  and  champion  of  the  party  of 
Mr.  Fox.  When  Mr.  Fox  and  his'  party 
came  into  power,  that  proprietor,  Mr.  Per- 
ry, had  a  place  given  him ;  and  thus  for  his 
party-labours  was  he  remunerated  at  our  ex- 
pence.  The  True  Briton  and  San  news- 
papers were, set  up  with  the  public  moneys 
and,  wl>en  Mr.  Heriot,  the  person  who 
conducted  them  for  so  many  years,  and 
whose  sole  and  settled  business  was  to  eulo- 
gize Pitt  and  his  minions,  retired  from  the 
business,  he  had  fivp  or  six  hundred  pounds 
a  year  of  the  public  money  settled  upon  hiia 
for  life,  in  what  is  called  a  donble-commis* 
sionership  of  the  Lottery,  which  salary^  if 
at  all  necessary,  should  have  gone  to  reward 
some  man,  who  had  rendered  undoabted 
services  to  the  country.  Mr.  Walter,  the 
proprietor  of  the  Times  news-paper,  did 
receive  for  many  years,  if  he  docs  not  still 
receive,  a  pension  of  six  hundred  pounds  a 
year  from  the  public  parse  in  consequence  of 
his  devoting  his  paper  to  the  minister  Pitt. 
The  Anti-Jacobin  weekly  news-paper,  in 
which  those  famous  '*  young  friends,*' 
Mes^.  Canning  and  Frere  wrote»  was  set 
np  at  the  public  expence;  and  Mr.  Williaooi 
Gifford,  whom  they  employed  to  assist 
them  and  to  edite  th«  paper,  had,  first,  a 
patent  place  of  a  huiidred  a  year  bestowed 
upon  him ;  next  he  was  made  a  double  com- 
missioher  of  the  Lottery,  and,  since,  in 
addition,  pay-master  of  Uie  Gentlemen^ 
Pensioners,  n^aking  in  all  about  a  thousand 
a  year  for  life  at  our  expence ;  and,  n^v^t 
in  his  whole  life  time,  though  he  is  a  ver/ 
modest,  aai,  I  belie /c,  a  very  wonhy  ram. 
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has  be  6ver  rendered  any  serVtce    to  the 
country.     I  will  pass  over  the  particulars 
wlating  to  the  ''Pilot"  and  the  **^  Royal 
Standard,"    weekly .  papers  set  up  by  the 
Addington   administration    to    oppose    my 
llegister;  but,  I  cannot  help  pointing  out 
to  you  the  nature  of  the  influence  arising 
from  advertisements  in  a//tlie  papers.    This 
is  tlie  great  source  of  emolument  ,•  -and  this 
source  flnws  from  all  the  public  ofHces  as 
well  as  from  Lloyd  s  and  all  its  numerous 
connections  according  to  J.he  politics  of  the 
paper  through  which  it  runs.     Some  pa- 
pers, the  Morning  Post  in  particular,  are 
the  property  of    companies  of   traders  or 
speculators.    The  tiling  is  regarded  merely 
as  a  money  speculation,  is  to  be  made  th« 
most  of,  and,  of  course,  the  most  profitable 
politics  will  be  always  preferred.     In  all  the 
daily  papers,  paragraphs  from   individuals, 
or  bodies  of  men,  are  inserted  for  payment; 
.110  maiter  what  they  contain,  so  that  the  pro- 
prietor be  not  exposed  to  the  lash  of  the  law. 
The  price  is  enormous,  not  less  than  half-a- 
^uinea  an  inch  j    of  course,  the  rich  villain 
has  the  whole  of  ihe  daily  press  for  his  de- 
fender or  apologist,  while  the  oppressed  or 
slandered  man,  if  he  be  poor^  has  no  means 
whatner  of  appealing  to  the  justice  of  the 
public.      You  and  the  whole  nation   will 
agree  with  me,  that,   after  all  the  dark  hints 
that  had  been  thrown -out  about  the  cpnduct 
of  Col.  Cochrane  Johnstone,  previous  to,  and 
during,  his  trial,  the  decision  of  the  court- 
martial  was  a  matter  of  general  interest  >  yet 
I  have  been  assured,  llfat  that  deeply  injur- 
ed gentleman  w.is  unable  to  obtain  the  pub- 
.  lication  even  of  so  brief  a  thing  as  the  mere 
decfsion   without  paying,    to  the  different 
daily  papers,   fifty  pr  sixty  guineas  5  while 
we    see  that  paragraphs,    and    long    ones 
tfro,  in  defence  of  Davison  and  Delancy,  have 
appeared  in  all  the  daily  papers  in  London. 
Add  to  this,  the  power  which  the  Stamp-of- 
.  fice  has  i  add  also  the  influence  which  the 
numeroas  sets  of  commissioners,  surveyors, 
inspectors,  &c.  &c.  have  over  the  provincial 
papers,   in  which  a^so  tiie  innumerable  go- 
vernment advertisements  are  inserted,    or 
not,  as  the  papers  may  behave,  and  thnj^ 
wonder,  if  yon  can,  at  the  torpor  of  ihe  ped- 
ple,  and  say,  if  you  can,  that  this  press  is 
•'  the  Guardian  of  free  men  ?**     As  to  the 
Magazines  and  Reviews,  the  far  greater  part 
of  them  are  in  exactly  the  same  state.     The 
proprietor  of  the  Gentleman's   Magazine, 
Mr.  Nichols,  has  great  profits  as  a  print- 
mv  to  ilie  government.     The  British   Cri- 
tic, Review,    is    conducted    by    two   cler- 
gymen,   Messrs.    Nares    and    Beloe;    the 
former  is  on  archdcacop>  had  besides  ouft 
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living  given  him  long  ago,  and  has  recently 
had  bestowed  uppn  him  another  large  living 
by  Lord  Chaucellcu:  Eldon.  Mr.  Beloe  lus 
a  living  in  the  city  of  London,  is  a  preben- 
dary of  Lincoln,  and  has  lately  been  appoint- 
ed to  a  place  in  the  Brkish^oseom,  ta 
which  his  worthy  colleague  had  a  place  be- 
fore him ;  and,  observe,  that,  by  an  act  of 
parliament,  passed  in  the  year  1803,  these 
two  holders  of  living  upon  living,  are,  undc^r 
pretence  of  their  offices  in  the  Museum,  ex- 
cused from  residing  on  any  of  their  livings, 
and,  of  course,  from  all  clerical  duties  what- 
soever. Mr.  Beloe  is,  indeed,  now  no  lon- 
ger in  the  Museum ;  but,  that  the  public  are 
not  acquainted  with  the  iause  of  hts  dis- 
mission  is  anotlier  proof  of  the  corrupt- 
ed sjtate  and    base  partiality  of  tlie  press. 

iThe  An ti- Jacobin  Review  was  begun 

by  a  person,  who,  for  cogent,  reasons, 
no  doubt,  has,  of  late  years,  changed  his 
name,  by  patent,  from  Gieen  to  that  of 
Gijf'ord,  and  who  is  now  a  police-magistrate, 
at  a  salary  of  five  hundred  pounds  a  yeat* 
This  Review  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
famous  John  Bowles,  whom  some  "persons 
humourously  call  the  Reverend  John  Bowles, 
the  intimate  friend  and  associate  and  co-ope- 
rator of  Redhead  Yorke.  This  John'Bowles 
began  his  career  of  greatiiess  by  writing  a 
pamphlet  against  Paine;  that  pamphlet, 
which  did  not  preclude  the  necessity  of  a 
proclam^tiotl  against  Paine's  works,  pro- 
cured Bowles  a  Commissionership  of  Bank- 
rupts. He  was  the  agent  in  setting  up  the 
Ami  Jacobin  Newspaper  5  that  procured 
him  a  Commissionership  in  the  management 
of  Dutch  Property,  sequestrated  at  the  be- 
ginning of  last  war,  and  which  office,  an 
office  that  yields,  probably,  a  thousand  or 
two  a  ytfar,  is  suffered  to  continue  until  this 
day.  Mr.  Bowles  was,  as  the  saying  is, 
brought  up  to  the  tar ;  but  he  Has  found  the 
press,  the  '*  Palladium  of  free  men,"  a 
much  more  profitable  concern. — Pamphlets, 
an^"Cven  lai^e  lK)oks,  upon  whatever  sub- 
ject, owe,  in  a  great  degree,  their  dok:trines, 
if  at  all  connected  with  politics,  to  the  same 
all-influencing  cause.  Money,  the  public 
money ;  to  share  in  the  immense  sums 
raised  upon  the  people;  in  some  way  or 
other  to  effect  tliis  purpose  is  the  object  of 
ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  persons 
who  write  and  who  publish  their  writings, 
and  which  object  is,  and  must  ever  be,  in  direct 
and  necessary  hostility  to  the  interests  of  the 
people  at  large.  If  iherofore  there  evtr  was  in 
the  world  a  thing  completely  perverted  frc  m 
its  original  design  and  tendency,  it  is  the 
press  of  England ;  which,  instead  of  enlight- 
ening, does,  ailaras1thasany[^owef,  keeji 
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tlie  people  in  ignorance ;   which,  instead  of 
cherishing  notions  of  liberty,    tends  to  the 
:  making  of  the  people  slaves  j  and  which,  in- 
.  stead  of  being  their  guardian,  is  the   most 
efficient  instriinient  in  the  hands  of  all  those 
.who  oppress,  or  who  wish  to  oppress,  them. 
.  An  abusive  pedagogue  has  lately  told  me,that, 
jike  all  other  rash  nnd  ignorant  reformers,  1 
ara  unable  to  distinguish   the  aluse  of  tlie 
prefts  fron^  tlie  press  itself  3  but,  Gentlemen, 
when  a  thing  liecoroestt'/fo/Zy  abused  ;  when 
it  is  totally  i)erverted  5  when  a  cordial,    no 
matter  by  what  meanr,  becomes  poison,  are 
we  not  then  to  represent  it  as  an  evil }     But, 
the  questipp  is, ,  should   we  bo  better  off 
,  without  any  press  at  all  ?     To  which  I  an- 
.  swer  in  the  atfirmative  j  because,  the  public 
.     mind  being  then  not  misled  by  falsehood, 
being  l^ft  to  its  own  natural  conclusions,  its 
judgments  woyild  be  founded  upon  events  5 
every  nwq  would  form  his  opinioaaccording 
to  what  he  saw   and  what  he  felt  5    and 
,  though  oppressors  would  proceed  unaccused, 
.   tJie  oppression  would  not  be  of  long  duration. 
It  is  by  the  semblance  of  freedom  that  men 
are  most  effectually  enslaved.     Would  you 
•  rivet  their  chains  never  again  to  be  loosened;, 
would  you  stifle  the  voice  of  compassion  to- 
wards the  ujjured  and  oppressed ;  would  you 
provide  complete  impunity  to  the  oppressor, 
shelter  him  from  reproach  and  even  from 
silent  e«.ecrat ion  ?  your  means  are,  ihe  names 
and /brm5  of  Jreedoip' and  justice.     So,  like- 
wise,   if  you  would  suppress  the  promul- 
;  gation  of  truth;    if  you  would  propagate 
•falsehood;  if, you  would  engender  and  per- 
petuate ignor>mcej  if  you  would  rob  of  its 
.  utilitj  experience,    which   is  said  to  make 
fools  wise  J  if  you  would  prevent  the  natural 
,  effect  of  observation  and  ot  feeling,  the  most, 
.  and,  indeed,  the  only  effectual  means,  is  a 
.  8hacki<;d  aud  corrupted  press ;  and  that  such 
is  the  pjress  of  England  no  Honest  man  will 

attempt  to  deny. But,  you  will  ask  me, 

where  is  the  remedy?  or,  are  we  then  to  lie 
down  in  despair,  regard  ourselves  and  our 
children  as  slaves,  ancf,  ot  course,  view  the 
fateof  our  country  with  i^erfect  indifference? 
No :  none  of  these.  The  remedy  for  this 
^  evil,  and/or  all  the  other  iwlitical  evils  that 
,  oppress  us,  is  very  simj^le,  and  undeniably 
constitutional ;  but,  of  it  1  must  reserve  w  hat 
I  have  to  say,  iinlil  I  have  submitted  to  you 
sorrve  observations  upon  the  abovementioned 
p^per  of  Mr.  Perry. 

The  paper,  to  which  I  refer,  appeared  in 

.    the  Morning  Chronicle  of  the  30th  of  last 

.  niontli ;  and,  I  must  beg  your  pcruj-al  of  the 

^  whole  of  it;  because,  as  you  will  find,  it 

.  leads   yo    the  discussion  of    many    points, 

^ach    .0/    which.  J»    ten,   million    times 


ptnore  interesting  to  you  and  I  and  to  our 
I  cliildren,  than  is  the  fate  of  Prussia,  or  of 
Russia,  or  of  all  the  kingdoms  and  states  of 
continental  Europe  put  togetlier.  — <■  **  The 
'*  symptoms  of  decided  disapprobation  with 
**  which  the  new  Ministers  have  already 
*'  been  received  by  the  House  of  Commons, 
"  and  the  sentiments  which  many  leading 
'*  individuals  and  connections  are  known  to 
"  entertain  respecting  their  conduct,  have 
"  convinced  them  that  they  cannot  expect 
"  the  cniiHdence  nnd  support  of  that  Body. 

**  Indeed  the  dangerous  and  unfconsti- 

*'  tutional  principles  which  they  have  vir- 
*'  tually  recognized,  hasexcited  just  alarm. 
*'  The  late  Ministers,  who  had  absolutely 
"  and  completely  given  up  the  Catholic  Bill, 
"  and  in  doing  so  had  given  a  proof  of  dc- 
*'  ference  to  his  Majesty's  feelings  as  strong  as 
"  could  be  afforded,  one  necessarily  carrying 
,  *'  with  it  a  security  as  valid  as  could  be  given 
* '  that  they  would  not  wantonly  urge  the  sub* 
"  jcct,  were  required  to  sign  a  written  pledge 
"  not  to  advise  or  propose  any  thing  rel.i- 
"  tive  to  a  great  public  question,  involving 
**  the  interest  of  a  third  part  of  the  Empire, 

"  and  the  preservation  of  the  state. If 

'*  they  had  subscribed  such  a  paper  they 
"  would  have  created  a  document  that  might 
'^  have  been  the  ground  of  impeachment. 
**  It  would  have  been  an  abdication  of  their 
*'  trust,  a  dispensation  with  their  ofBcial 
"  oaths,  and  an  exchange  of  their  character 
'*  as  faithful  advisers,  for  that  of  abject  tot>ls 
"  of  the  crown.  It  would  have  been  wholly 
"  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  this  govern- 
*'  ment,  and  tending  to  establish  in  the 
"  Crown  a  respouMbility  for  every  thing 
"  culpable,  either  of  omission  or  commis- 
"  sion  m  public  affairs,,  that  might  be  of 
•'  the  most  dangerons  consequences  both  to 
"  the  welfare  and  the  tranqudlity  oft!  e  .  a- 
"  tion.— — -  T  he  new  Ministers  have  not, 
•'  they  say,  subscribed  any  pledge  3  buicaii 
^*  they  deny  that  virtually  they  have  agreed 
^'  to  observe  iha^  silence  and  re^^erve  by 
*'  which  perhaps  the  greatest  ca'jmitios  may 
"  be  entailed  upon  this  country?  tie  pn - 
*'  sent  Ministers  have  virtually  discarded 
*'  wibdom  and  counsel  from  thii;  system, 
'^  with  respect  to  one  part  ofihu  King's  ai- 
"  fairs,  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether  they 
*'  have  Ictt  themselves  liberty  to  appri^^e 
*'  him  of  what  misfortune  may  teach,  or  to 
*'  whisper  those  counsels  which  necessity  may 

*'  prescribe. In  this  rituaticn,  abandor.- 

**  ed  by  all  those  who  have  a  real  [)ermanent 
*'  interest  in  the  slate,  the  new  Ministry 
'*  affect  to  talk  of  what  they  call  an  appeal 
"  to  the  country  by  a  dissolution  of  Parlia- 
^'  ment. .  This  proposition  certainly  was 
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•'  iy  a  ceftjnTi  claims  iii  the  ^roufritrj,  tittAoin  ii 

**  ud  mMa\ue,  btit  whb,  Mf  May  bfc  pifen  - 
"  med,  have  vieWyvery  d?ffefetft  imflc^d'from 
*<  those  who  ^'ocild  adv^w  fhef  dWsoltrtTon  of 
'<•  th^  Parliament.  Thiti  cltfsi  u*hktd  ^ea 
*♦  Westmnsier  electhyi,  (tndrt  MftddUsfhc'dec- 
*•  tha i ieltjft/g us  that anek*eiet:iibnti'eurd he 
•*  "'  a  gr^at good,  An^ftmlx^d good, n  good 
•♦  ^'  undispuiable,  A  good  that  mlt  irtalfe 
♦*  ■"  vp  for  lAHnw  nn  tnL*'  »  7%^  iimiwe  of 
*•'  #^5e  ^^'^o  «•»«  ^  ^etf  a  WeHminsHr  and 

iftsare 
gem  en  t 
torn  fte 
rttiion, 
5A'IN. 
!4i  Me 
PRTN- 

•  o/'cie- 

^  to  (he 

mi  hey 

nt  fonr 

he  hail' 

hat  the 

^ddiesix 

lO^k  to 

eid.    If 

**  tlmj  do  not  see  that  they  are  the  dvpes 

•*  of  ikrir  httterest   enemm,  *  *     But    in 

"  disserving    parHameitt^  these  geatlemen 

''  63^  they   appeal  te  the   eouotfy  f    Do 

**  they  liie^n  to  say  that  they  would  gipin  a 

'*  'singte  vote  by  appealhig  to' the  getitleitien 

*'  of  Etiglaftd,  to  the  count f^s^  or  popitfar 

••'  bownghs  ^    T!iey  linow  they  could  not. 

;'"  What'ilien  ?     Do  iheytnean  to  say'  that 

"  thcij  ii'orM  gain  their  oljett  by  a  trnJ/Sc 

'  **  in  the  toriiipt  bomttghs?     And  would 

*•'  they  call  that  in  appeal  to  the  people, 

*^  supposing  It  couW  succeed?     They  ought, 

^'  however,  -  to  beware  of  these   experi- 

**  meats,     f^txj  body  knowft  what  they 

*'  mead,  but  they  would  not  stioceed.    Let 

•'  thera  be  assured,    liow^ver;    that  they 

••  ^viiinot  be  suffered  to  <:aU  this  an  appeal 

«'  to  the  people,  for  the  falsehood  of  ihepre^ 

•'  tince  shall  be  exposed — :*-l'hc   parlia- 

•«  meiit  would  be  dissohed  if  the  House  of 

"  Commons  did  not  think  proper  to  trao.4er 

*'  their  (iontidcnce  from  those  who,  aocord- 

«'  ing  to  Mr.  Dickenson,  possessed  its  confi- 

'«  denqe,  and  from  Avhom  (t  ought  not  to 

*'  be  withdrawj^uulessthey  were  guilty 

••  of  ^bmtfthifagWhlch  would  jiistify  Its  be- 

"  ing    w^hd^awn.  — — i- What  a  situatibn 

•*  thcnisthit*.   thatamlftiwry^^tipkioae'dby 

••  a  positi-  e  in  erierenceof  (he  King's  pren 

•*  nigatlvv,  wiihout  any  falJfi^^batever  al- 

/^.^ 

r  l3 


**  le^'  aig[*mst  fhfenf/^nay,' t»<t*l»th(?y 
"  would  wot  enfeff  \i\xb  ^  ft- <¥rt*>st?  ut^SbiKUhn- 
^  f9^ar'|^ea^'With<r«i$)M<^^tl«i^i6lftiftt^ 
>•  Cdrtdnct?-i^*JLju'8iittpo^j;  >MfMt  i^fwill'  nil- 
'^«  ifjiviftrtidiiah^yi  b*^  th«*  case;^Cthil-«A»  ftbale 
«  of  eomm6m  "tM^f^^U^ihoU'^imistefs^ 
"^  ^Bo  ffOfsesiTed^'tMr  wwjfrftww,  Jifidi  who 
**  have  detf^  nothxtSg'  t^^Vctii^r 'it;:.  bnU 
'*'  therfefbre  refufee  tl*eW'«t*ntld«ic©t)okllos« 
^ '  ^^hiiurers,    without    Mknf^'  >  p¥opirty ,. 
<*  Hfn^trion,  or  jhnhfMeit  ni4ertff^)%ki  the 
•^  state r  thit  art  by  th^moit-  fidmil^M  ^ 
^*  aH  intrigues  adJfa^ced  •*  officer  i^J^thifr 
■*•  pa#1iainent  t^  bddl^olfed^  TheDnko 
^'  bf  Forrhiud*  at '  )em,   sii^uk!  Temdnbef 
••what  Ijtfr;  Burk*;   fn  hii>wpo4ed  address 
^^  raki  u^n  ai^  odeattmn,^  wlich^   doe))   as 
•*  hirfSrace  haa'iiiu^dWfik  6f 'theobMJi(/us 
*'  stream,  he  cainnorVec  tore'forgdtten-*—— 
*'  'nt  is  the  tdidotilAe^  prev6gt^f^  of  th» 
^  **  ctown  to  dhwiolve  pa^Hament  ^  biit  vrt 
.'if?  94  \^  leavcl^  tey  before h» Maye«ty,  that 
•'  "  it  is,  o^aU  tlie  trusts  vested  in  KUMa- 
*'  '•'  j«Rty,  the  most  «rkicalaiid  dcHcale^  a«4 
*•  "  that  in  whtrh  lh»  Hdose  has  the  most 
•*  '**  reason  t*  re^ilire  not  «il)y  Ae  good 
^'  "faith,  t^l  the  fm)ur  t)f^  die  .-ei^tAvnr.'* 
♦^  — ^Again,   "An  Honse  of  Comipiona 
•  '*  '^  respect  by  hiirtniBiiileTs  js.easeektiahfiy 
■  ♦•  *'  lii4  Ma^esl^'s  aerviee.     It  is  *t  tbat^  they 
<'  "  slranld   yield  to  parKatnenl,  and  not 
•*  ^'  that  parliament  ahoaki  be   neiv  mo- 
'?  *'  (felled  until  it  ifs  lht€d;to  theirpurpoBes/* 
*'   ■  - -In  what  sanation  thefrd^ we  stand  ? 
^^  The  present  parHament  has  now  sat  Jilt W 
*'  more  than  fMir  months;   and  ia  it  to  b# 
*'  dVssohFed merely  that  X  it  may  be  *'  iitted 
•*  •V  t*>'the  purposes**  of  Hiose  desprrmie  ad* 
**  vmtnrers,  unthout  property  or  considerm- 
**  thm,  avfiiveiUff  seeking  to  ha  tkepenwinet^ 
"  if  the  paHk  fbf  bread  before  they  flom- 
*'  menceiheir  mimsterialjknctionsfff   Shall 
"  they  dare  to  diasoke  the  imrkameoit'ni  or- 
*•  der  to  JH  ft  to  their  purpows  ?    Mi  tot  iwy 
«'  the  people  of .  England  to  atirh  fiolicy  > 
*'  ^ —  Since  the  Septennial  Act  was  j^aaatd 
"  nothiag  of  this  sort  has  ever  been  'M- 
>''  tempt^^      It   has  been  consideml  the 
''  leading  dlffeieace  betv^een  this. and  tie 
^  arbitrary  governments  of  the  Continent, 
**  that  our  King  was  obllfed.to  listen  to  the 
**  advice  of  his  luM'ettered.  couDaeHom,  but 
**  to  defer  to  the  wbdom  of  hia  greflt;C«urt 
**  of  parliament.    The  prerogative  of  dit- 
**  iohition  never  was  veat^d  m  the^erown  to 
<^  enable  the  King^  to.  get  ridi^cnrhomest 
^'  a^  ifiriitovs'  set  of  oofeffua^af^Juit  to 
V  ;protoct  >  hana  aoamat  a  supposed 'iauit>e- 
'^  tianctt  of  ffciittl^Watttsm  aodindepeakdence^ 
''  which  might  thDcaten  the  royal  ^tMkority. 
^,  is  that  the  vice  otthe  excess  of  parlia* 
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^^.  ^11  ibtt  lime  ilifivc  .Mr«  ey^r.  4e^  fUriia** 
'^  liacnentrifafMSved  for  diftpiayingtheii^po*" 
^^  idoQee<«i  ftlinistieM^^  wba  ba<l  cooMuUed 
^'  no  cRtf^ei  asd  for  4i9imistiiis  jmw  im- 
^  ntstars,  .^ovtiadc  liy  their  ^bdioKiieo  on 
**  thfifiieii^  of  Mr.  Pitr,  publidy  prodaim- 
"^^  ed  theif  ewu  incapacity?  Never  cwi 
•^'  tkatfrtemoTiibfe  r«?tr«at  >«  forgotten,;  and 
^^  tkaiigh  L&rfil  Miiigriive  ^ntoiies  to  take 
^^  tike  J^lokinihy,  Mr.  Canrimg  tbe^orin^ 
^'  AffiHrs/  Lfnrd  <Hlawtesb;Ky'  the  •Home 
**  Dcpanrdeiit,  Si*  J^mes  Tivkenoy  and 
^  Lord  Cmtiemat^  tbe  War  Depar^^Hemt 
***  atid  ireiandt  wiCb  Mr.  Feixievai  add  the 
^'  Buke  e^P^]#lkiDd  at  4fa«f  Treasury,  every 
'^  one  imM  «o^  (dunt^Ctiaf  ave^be  veiy  fame 
^'*  people  stiM,  and  tliat,  a$  is  pjitural^  cow- 
**  ardioe  k  ckmjged  l«v  the  moment  from 
'*  panic  -to  pretutnptiMi* — ^TUe  «aky  »- 
**  Btaooe  that  can  ha  qnaled,  is  that  of 
•*  i;»4,  bdt  we  deny  Ibe  preoodeqt.  Tl»e 
^^  parRameDtaC  V7$3>  wbiob/  Mr.  Pitt 
^  disiolved^  "wssiftifbe  nokldle.ef  Uafbuitb 
«^.  Setsicm.  I^  itbeve  notbiiig  it  degree  ia 
*<  thete  mafteni  Is  tbei»  nd  4iiepenc« 
^  betvaeen  dtsfioltkig  a  Parliament,  afler 
^  four  years  and  a^er  four  months  ?--^Bi[t 
^  tfaecavf  4if  Mr.  Pitt's  dtasokrtion  is  every 

*  *•  Way  wnHiee^  and*  ilf  k  were,  what  Mr. 
^  Pht  did  f7i  /A«  conmomness  ^  kit  great 
*^  gen  IAS  f  and  supfHtrted,  perhaps  in  sotne 
-'f  aegreie,  if  »  misgiMed  zeal  ef  the  people, 
^  kn  fmotmr  iff  Ms  wonderful  fnatuviitf,  and 
^  pr^nHsti^  tnkntSr  can  afford  no  prece- 
^  de&t  for  the  despUrable  drivellers  to  whom 
^  the  great  oiices  •£  state  have  ^len,  in 
**  tbeineaent'cbsniee- medley  dtstribotien.* — 
-*'  Bui  it  i^  pretended  too,  that  the  Uite  mi- 
"^  ntstefft  dissolved  Parltament  for^orty  pnr- 
i'*  j^oaes,  which  fonna  a  precedent.  This  is 
''*  laise  two  ways.  It  is  hhc  «i  point  of 
-•*  fa«^^aiid  in  point  ofunference.— The  late 
*'  mini^tfy  di^olved  a»parKament  that  had  ; 
**  s^t  fenf  complete  sessions— a  tbtn^  surely  r 
**  very  dM&retit  from  dissolving  a  pawiament 
^  thslt  has  not  sat  tour  months. — ^Biit  they 
*f  did  RdC  dissolve 'that  pai^ament/rom  any 
•^  doubl'of  its  supporting  them.  Tliey  had 
•*  eome  Into  power,  and  >had  produced  vari- 
•*  toW most  important  measures,  somo  new, 
''^  Ahd'en^cMed  to  a  most  furioas,  malignant, 
*^  'md  liiolious  opposition  on  the  part  of  cer- 

*^^i|irn!iiiember8fof  tiiat  parliament,  bnt  car- 
1^  ikd  by^very?  large  and  deci|ive  majorities. 

^^-  ybey  never  wtte  in  U>«  slighiest  de^ee 


1554 


"  e^tence,  but  the  public  had  the  opportu^ 
^*  'nity  .9f  <;kpiodng  their  representatives,  as 
'*  corny i  efs  fairly,  as  impardally  as  ever 
'*  was  'knm^n  &ince  the  origin  ^^ parliaments. 
^  —Now;  Ti^hat  would  he  the  case  were 
<^  parliafuem  at  present  dissolved'?— !1<  It 
"  would  k^  »  bold  exercise  of  the  royal  pife- 
**  rogaftkve  for  an  immedi^ 
**  in  Older  to  get  rid  of  a 
*'  coptinned  to  confide  in 
'*  whom  no  fauH  whatever 
'*  2.  It  would  be  an  art  j« 
'^  cedent^  inasmuch  as  r 
'^  ever  dissolved  in  tliis  < 

'*  accession  of  the  Hous^  ,.  __ 

"  soon  after  its  being  convoked,  particolarly 
'*  ^r  ministerial  purposes,— ^Such  being 
**  the  .case,  we  may  fairly  inquire  what  pre- 
'^  lonoe  "COuld  'be  alledged  for  a  measure 
^-^  whrich  in  hs  principle  tends  H  -the  degra- 
'^  datum  o/'pcrliameni,  b^  avowing  the  ob- 
*'  ject  to  be  enetthat  will  be  favourable .  to 
*^  the  creatnres  of  the  court.  Dare  the  pre* 
*'  sent  men  pretend-p-do  they  pretend,  to 
"  have  the  cotCmtry  with  them  ?  They  know 
"  it  is  not  so.  All  they  can  hope  then  is  by 
*'  a  corrupt  exercise  qf  Goveniment  influence 
"  to  obtain  a  majority  in  Parliament,  with- 
**  out  the  least  consideration  of  their  public 
'^  merits  or  ptinci^es— or  rather  in  ddi^oqe 
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"  of  their  self-convicted  imbecility,  and  their 
*'•  fiagrantsQbserviency.— — Are  iliiey  aware 
,  •'  too  of  the  agitation  of  men's  minds  that 
"  must  take  place  in  Ireland,  if  a  General 
"  Election  take  place  ?— Is  it  possible  tliat 
*'  the  feelings  of  men  naturally  wanned  du* 
*'  ring  the  quietest  declion,  should  not  be 
"  enflamed  by  one  that  brought  horiie  to 
*'  their  bosoms  questions  in  which  they  were 
•   *'  so  peculiarly  interested  ?  Would  it  be  pos- 
*'  sible  to  make  the  people  of  Ireland  for- 
"  get,  that  in  the  circumstances  which  led 
*'  to  ihe  dissolution,  there  were  I  lungs  most 
^'  dear,  most  important  to  them  ? — Could 
"  they  enter  upon  electign  coutesis  without 
•*  feelings  strongly  excited  ?  Hitherto  the 
"  ill-used  people  bf  Ireland  have  been  be- 
•'  gniled  by  soft  words,   and  suothed  wit^ 
"hope.     Amidst  all  the  evils  of  their  des* 
''  liny,  hope  at  least  has  been  kept  at  the 
<^  boitom  of  the  chest.     But  now  tiiese  rob- 
"  hers  and  plllerers  of  the'plan,  who  have 
"  stolen  into  power,    have-  let  even   that 
"  escape.'    The  people  of  Ireland  see  a  mi- 
*'  nistry  hostik  to  them  from  principle,     h 
*•'  that  a  time  then   to  inflame  the  natural 
*'  unavoidable  feelings  of  four  millions  of 
"  our  fellow  subjects  by  the  collision  and 
f  heat  of  a  general  election  ?  Those  who 
*'  love  a  Westminster  and  JNfiddlesex  Elec- 
"  tion  could  tell  the  new  ministers  why  they 
*'  kve  it.     It  is  on  account  of  the  turbu- 
*^  jence,  the  jubilee  suspension  of  authority; 
"  the  immoderate  licence  of  debate  which 
"  accompany  that  event.     And  would  not 
**  all  this  happen  in  Ireland  ?  Would  it  not 
/'  give  rise  to  the  most  violent  exaltation  of 
^'  men's  minds,  and  perhaps  prepare  them 
'f  for  corresponding  acts  ? — Let  those  who 
'•'  advise  the  King  to  dissolve  his  parliament, 
"  look   to  these  things.     It  is  not  enough 
*'  that  they  are  prepared  by  martial  law  and 
"  military  force  to  subdue  discontent.     Is 
*'  the  nation  willing,  or  is  it  able,  to  spare 
*'  its  troops  either  To  watch  or  subdue  dw- 
*'  turbances  wautonly  excited  ?  This  is  not 
*'  a  moment  f(/r  a  diversion  of  our  force. 
"Buonaparte  indeed  will    hear  of- these 
"  things  with  pleasure. 

**  Audict,  civ'cs  acuts'se  fcrrum 

**  Gluo  graves  Persa;  tuclias  penrent, 

"  No  friend  to  EnglafKT,  however,  no 
'*  friend  to  Europe,  can  Jiear  of  such  propo- 
"  sals  wilhout  horrof.  Tlu^y  mu>t  lead  to 
'^  a  total  diversion  of  all  oulr  eneigies  from 
"  the  common  aiuse,  if  tli;e>'  do  nut  excite 
"  the  rebellion  which  th«;Bai:onal  force  Will 
"  be  called  upon  to  suppress. — —^Let  the 
"  noblemen  and  gentknien  of  England  and 
"  Ireland,  who  have  an  interest  in  the  couh- 
*'  try  beyond  that  which  a  thousr.nd  such 
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ftigittve  ministers  as  thb  present  hafe  in 
possc^sBion  or  prosper,  -  think  to  w*iat* 
such  desperate  eounsels  must  lead ;  and- 
let   tliern  join   in   preventing  the  mis- 

'!  chief  while  yet  it  can  be  prevent^." • 

The  great  purpose  of  this  paper  is,  as  you 
wdJ  not  fail  to  perceive.  Gentlemen,  tadeter 
the  king  .from  dissolving  the  parliament  ;• 
and,  as  the  writer  presunies,  rliai  the  present 
members  of  the  House  of  Commons  will, 
continue  to  Vote  on  the  side  of  the  late,  or 
turned-oat    ministers,    he    expects,    as    » 
consequence,  that  the  present  ministers  will. 
be  unable  to  carfy  any   measure  in  pariia- 
mem,  a lUl,  of  course,  tirat  rheir  rivals  will 
regain  the  places,   from  which  they   have 
been  ousted,    not  forgetting  the  attendant 
circumstance,  that  he  himself  would  re-pos-^ 
sess  his  place  and  his  profits,   which  I  am 
fully  persuaded  he  t\t)u]d  have  gladly  held 
under  the  present  ministers,  had  be  not  been 
of  ilie  opinion,   that,  iVom  tiieir  weakness* 
his  chance  was   better  in  adhering  to   the- 
former.     Hie  confrised  and'  bungling  execu- 
tion of  this  article  in  the  Morning  Chro- 
nicle, arising, -probably,  from  rhe  agitation 
in  the  writer's  m'md,   renders  it  necessary 
for  us  to  pass  over  many  of   the  topics, 
which  he  has  introduced,  or  rather  lugged 
in.    We  will,  therefore,  leave  his  Fepreseo* 
tation  of  the'"  jusi  alarm;'  that  has  been 
excited  by  the  suppoaittoa  that  the  present 
ministers  have  given  the   king    a    written 
pledge  not  to  propose  to  him  that  which  the 
late  ministers  had  abandoned  the  moment 
they  found  he  was  averse  from  it ;  we  will 
leave  his  parade  about  oa//^,  which  compel 
mmisters  to  advise  such  and  such  measures^ 
but  which  do  iTOt  prevent  them  from  putiing 
a  siofi  to  such  raeasures>  even  after  they  aio 
betore  parliament,  though  in  such  measures 
are  '*  involved  the  inter'ests  ofa  diird  part  of 
''  the  empire,  and  the  preservation  of  th^ 
'*  state  j»'  we  will   leave  his  aflected  tears 
about  tlie  tranquillity  of  Ireland,  ike  people 
of  which  he  chooses  to  consider  a^  deeply 
interested  in  supporting  the  late  ministers, 
who,  for  what  reasons  tlie  people  of  Ireland 
will,  perhaps,   be  able  to  judge,  withdrew 
the  bill  they  had  introduced,  and  whidiwas 
pretended,  at  least,  to  be  in  their  favour  j 
we  will  leave  the  distinction  between  mims- 
ters  who  claim  a  right  to  advise  measures, 
nnd  who  are  ready  to  abandon  them  at  the 
mere  suggestion  oi  t'le  king,  «nd  minister*, 
wlio,    b^lore   hand,  as  he  asserts,  pledge 
themselves  not  to-  advise  measures  of  which 
tlie   king  is  known  to  disapprove  5  we  uiU 
leave  the  fiyrinent,  which   he  foresees  will 
^risoin  Ireiandiattl)e  dissolution  of  a  paiTia, 
mcnt,  which,  afi^r  it  had  before  it  a  bill  fo? 
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tlie  good/  as  it  is  assaqoed,  of  the  people  of 
Xreiand>  sujSered  x)m  bill  to  be  witbdrawn 
without  one  suigla  opposing  voice :  all  these 
we  will  leave>  ineludine  the  sublime  reveries 
of  Lords  Grenville  end  Howick.  about 
"  ce^Jciliatiug  the  aifections  of  the  people 
"  of  Irelaud,  uoMing  the  whole  kingdom  in 
*f  ooe  bond  of  brotherly  love,  drawing  off 
'f  the  superabundant  population,  and  ex- 
**  tracting  tlie  meaos  of  defence  from  the 
*f  very  bowels  of  discouteol,'?  and  that,  too, 
observe,  by  the  enabling  of  aboot  three  or 
four  dozen  of  Irish  catholics,  chiefly  of  tlie 
OobilUy,  to  become  Generals  upon  the  staff, 
lookijig  upon  this,  as  a  most  rational  scheme 
for  rendering  happy,  and,  of  course,  con- 
tented,, two  or  three  millions  of  ragged, 
half- starved,  houfieless  creatures,  not  one 
out  of  one  thousand  of  whom  knows  what  a 
General  upon  the  statf  means  :■  all  these  we 
will  leave  to  produce  that  impression,  which 
tliey  are  so  well  calculated  to  produce'upon 
tbe  minds  of  sensible  men,  and  we  will 
come,  at  once,  to  tbe  question  of  the  right 
and  the  expediency  of  dissoJmng  the  pariia- 
meiU^at  this  time;  after  which  we  may  be 
allowed  .  to  indulge  ourselves  in  ^  a  few  re- 
marks upon  the  insinuations  oi  this  writer 
respecting  ?R^  views  (for  he  quotes  my  very 
words)  in  unshing  for  a  dissolution  of  the 
pariiament. 

That  the  king,  has  a  right  to  dissolve  tbe 
parliament  wlienever  he  pleases,  has  never 
been  denied  by  any  man,  who  did  not  feel 
an  interest  in  a  parliament's  continuing 
Undissolved.  It  is,  in- fact,  the  only  consti- 
tulional  means  which  the  king  has  of  pro- 
tecting himself  and  his  authority,  of  pre- 
serving his  due  weight,  in  the  scale,  or  of 
preserving  to. the  Lords  their  due  weight, 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  House  of 
Commons}  for,  thiit  assemblies  of  men  are 
as  apt  to  encroach  as  individuals,  history 
aferds.  us  mapy  and  striking  proofs.  This 
prerqgative  is  also  necessary  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  people,  seeing  that  it  is  possible 
(or.  a  House  of  Commons  to  betiay  its 
trust,,  and,  by  the  means  of  the  power  of 
granting. or  withholding  supplies,  to  tyran- 
nize over  both  king  and  people.  It  is  now, 
however,  contended,  that  the  parliament 
itself  has.the  right  of  ipquiring,  whether  this 
prerogative  be  justly  exercised.  We  are 
told  by  this  wriier,  that  it  was  '^  given  to 
'*  the.king  not  to  enable  him  to  get  rid  of 
*■'  houest  and  virtuous  councillors,  but  to 
"  protect  him  against  the  exuberance  oj  in-" 
^'  dependence,'*  which  latter,  he  tells  us, 
by  way  of  question,  is  not  the  vice  of  par- 
liaments^ now-a-days  ;  and  which  assertion  | 
am.  Gentlemen,  by  no  mean  a  cli^^posed  t« 
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deny.  But,  withregard  to  his  two  positions,  . 
before*stated,  as  applied  to  .the  present 
circumstances,  I  musthrst  observe,  that  there, 
would  be,  if  we  were  to  admit  his, principle, 
a  previous  question  to  be  discussed,  namely,, 
whether -the  late  noiuisters  were  *'  honest 
"  and  virtuous  councillors  j"  and,  I  think- 
it  about  ten  to^one  that  the  result  would 
not  be  exactly  confonnaWe  to  the  assumption 
of  >Ir.  James  Perry,  who  enjoyed  4  pretty' 
good  place  under  those  miuisters.  Than 
the  principle  nothing  can  be  more  false, 
nothing  more  contrary  to  the  .  constitu- 
tion of  our  government,  .  nothing  more, 
degrading  to  both  king  and  parliament, 
and  notliing  better  calculated  to  keepaliye  a 
constant  jealousy  and  hatred  of  theibrmer. 
The  tnie  d(  C^rine  is,  that  the.pariiaxnent  has 
nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the  choosing,  or 
tlie  dismissing  of  .the  king's  mtuistcrs,  who 
are  called,  and  who  ought  to  be  regarded,, 
as  **  his  serwmts**  The  true  office  of  the 
parliament  is,  to  propound,  to  discuss,  ta 
pass  laws,  aiid  to  present  them  to  the  king 
for  his  approbation  or  rejection  ;  and,  it  \% 
the  peculiar  office  of  tbe  House  of  Commons 
to  grant,  or  refuse,  money  to4he  king,  -for 
any  and  for  every  purpose  whatever.  In 
this,  and  this  alone,  consists  its  power  as  ^ 
check  upon  the  other  brandies  ^  and,  in  the. 
just  and  wise  exercise  of  this  power  con-* 
•ists  the  only  const ihitional  security  that  the 
people  have,  either  for  property,  liberty,  or 
life.  Take  away  this  power,  or  render  it 
of  no  use,  no  matter  by  what  means,  and 
all  we  have,  life  included,  is  placed  at  mere 
hazard.  Such  a  well-poised  government, 
supported  by  lawf^  so  just  and  of  so  long 
standing,  does  notr,  all  at  once,  sink  down 
into  an  open  and  merciless  tyranny,  crusli- 
ing  every  man  without  e?:ception .:  but,  by 
degrees,  and  vlith  a  motion  continually  ac- 
celerating, down  it  must  come,  if  thia 
power  be  once  destroyed,  or,  by  whatever- 
means,  rendered  of  no  effect  If  this  doc- 
trine be  sound,  and  I  think  that  no  reason- 
able and  disinterested  man  will  deny  thai  it 
is,  what  despicable  notisense  is  this  that  -wo 
hear  alx>nt  the  confdcnce  of  parliament  in 
the  kings  ministers  }  A  man  cannot  serve 
two  masters.  It  is  certain,  that,  the  par- 
liament, viewed  in  tbe  constitutional  light 
as  a  check  upon  the  king,  are  the  very  last; 
of  all  his  subjects  who  ought  to  be  able  ta 
interfere  in  the  choice  of  his  servants.  If 
there  be  a  limit  upon  the  preriJjjHtive ;  if 
the  exercise  of  it  be  subjected  to  any  con- 
sitleratiofis  of  expediency,  in  any  body  be- 
sides the  king  himself,  it  is  evident  t^:at  the^ 
parliament  must  be  the  judge;  and,  if  tha 
parliament  are  of  opioioUi  that  it  is  ift^js-* 
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Aas  heeri  exercised  before,  an  acknowledge- 
ment, vbichj  when  we  reflect  on  ihe  events 
of  Itst  year,  certainly  does  great  credit  tq 
his  candour.     His  apology  for  the  dissolu- 
iion  by  Rtt,  especially  when  we  consider 
liow  oftfcn  he  has*  Vehemenily  reprobated 
tkatmeMtffe,  is  really  too  disgusting  tp  ad- 
init  xtf  an  appropriate  comment.     *f  But," 
fayrbe,  '*  i^  there  nor^fference  between 
**'fbUT    monihs  tind  f^ur    years?"'     Yps, 
thou  itf^cicmi)  querist,  there  are  just  forty- 
four  rtontlisdifteirnee ;  but  what  difference 
i*  thWB  io  the  principle  ^    Aware  of  the 
paltrio^BS  of  thi9  subtemige,  he  next  comes 
^oih€f6tjM  of  the  dissolution.     '*  The  late 
f   snifi^sters^*^  says  he,   **  dissolved  at  the 
"  >etid -cf  foor  sessions  complete,  and  they 
**  dissotv^  at  a  time  when,  by  the  failure 
*'  of  the  negocitUiofj ,  a  new  a^ra  in  the  %uar 
<'  liAd  heaun:'-      Well,    and  what  then? 
[y  not  go  on,  and  tell 
louM  be  dissolved  fur 
ix;  stated  your  fact, 
|ke  the  best  use  of  it 
[make  of  i^  is  to  say, 
the  reason  Svby  they 
,  that  they  suspected, 
racking  pence,  (hey 
eep  a  majority  ^i  the 
Mithput  an  appeal  to 
, — ^ , .._  jeople^    whifii  appeal 


they  niade>  G«iitieiiien,  in  ihemiiiicierrtteb 
we  witnessed  id  W#stniinsCer  andHamp-' 
^ireu    Doesr.  Mr.  Perry  oieaisb  u>  pay;  tlait- 

it  isnecessaty  to  dissolve  the  parliament  ja 
often  as  the  ministry  find  it  ^ipetfiefil  iti^ 
talne  ^  new  course  z&  to  their  exocotive  naa** 
sures?    If  so^  what  a /degraded,  thiiigwpoid 
he  make  the  parliament)  andhowfiirbe* 
yond  expression  degraded  thingA  iweuM  \m 
make  those  by  whom  one  branch  of  *  that 
parliament  is  chosen  ?    One  would  hope^ 
that  he  qould  not  mean  this  >.  bulj  uponth** 
supposition  that  he  doe8>  we  may  sore^ 
ask  Jiim  whethe^r  a  dissohiition  abonld  not^^ 
upon  the  same  principloj  tako  place  nosix,- 
when.  I  venture  to  assert^  that  there  will 
be  a  perfect^  ?  new.  asra  **  as  lo  wartike 
and  all  other  measures*  «-*-r*- Jq  short,  m 
the  whole    of  this  article^   o\idently.  in- 
tended,   as  was  beforp- observed,  to  d^ter 
the  king  from   dlsMvingt^he  par}iament» 
there  does,  not  appear  to  as^^to  be' anv 
one  reason  wJiv  ,that  measure  should  nCtt' 
be  a^q)t^,  .if  tlsc  kingohopse.    Harm  to 
the  country  it  is^mpo^si/'/^  k  shpukl  do^  k- 
is  quite  impossible  it  should  4o  harn>  \  and  . 
it  may  possibly  kad>  though  indirectly,  par- 
haps,  to  a.  great  deal  of  good. 

The  otlvei-  part  of  this  article  of  Mr.  Per- 
ry, tp  which,  'Gentlemen,  I  am  anxions^  to 
turn  your  attention  is,  tliat  where  this  sage 
personage  quotes  my  words,  and  where,  do* 
uig  me  the  honour  to  rank  me  with  somo 
others,  whom  he  styles  the  Agitators  of 
Westminster  and  Middlebex^  he  says,  in  sub- 
stance, this*.  *' That  we  wish  |for  a  diaiohi* 
"  tion  of  parliament,  op  account  of  the  tnr- 
"  buleoce,  the  jubilee  suspension  of  autkor 
"  rity  that  would  arise  froB^  and  the  im-' 
'<  moderate  licence  of  debate  that  wouUlac- 
'^  company  it  j  that  we  seek  the  total^ov«r- 
"  throw  of  the  government  and  }asvs,  be- 
"  causp  we  are  sure  to  gain  thereby  $  ihal 
"  we  are  desperate  Jacobins,  though,  he 
f  will  not  make  use  of  an  ant»q«at^' 
"  nrme;  that  we  are  deep  cnoniiig  feUoHN^s, 
<'  wise  in  our  generation,  and  well  knofving 
''  what  will  tend  to  the  accomplishing  of 
"  our  views  j  that  the  poor  silly  courtteni . 
''  (and  he  broadly  hints  at  some  pretty  l);igk 
"  in  rank)  are  doing  our  woric  for  us,  and 
'<  that  it  is  for  the  gentlemen  of  Eogkintt  <a 
**  step  fons^ard,  vote  fpr  tjie  kite  minialr]! 
"  agatnsr  Jthe  king  and  his  pew  minislry^;'^ 
'^  and  thus  preyent  the  whole  fabric  of  thfe  « 
''  English*  government  from  being  destroy- 

"  ed'- This  is  pretty  ^U,  and  pafCkti- 

larJy  from  Mr.  Perry,  ryho^  for  so  many year^  i 
past,^  has  be^n  the  proprietor  of  the  Xlorning 
Chronicle,  in  |»'|^if;h  tj^e  French  rcvolutttni 
was  (^ulpgjis^^f^,  fiudi  iu  y>'h\^  all  the  acts^  .thj^<. 
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rillMt  ami:  Udodlest  tiot  ^<%|)ted,'  o/f  tfafe*  i  1 
Pmock  An>lfl€K>liliti^  w6re^  it  ti6t  )kit(isk\f  t 
defend^ j  ait>dk^ted  fot.  Wer  itiitbt  ^^{)i  ^ 
our- temperi  For  th!s>  Hn^ohgsK  mheirtfilin^/  i 
Mr.  fteyrjr  •'«Wi»  mddfe.     U  ta  ^etfectly*  be-]     < 

neD,  «anp^ifi|?  the  woHd  ^ere  'fo  believe     1 
\rhat  lie'  say^j  supposing'  it  to  be  bdiered,     i 
clMt  I  urn  m  Mich  :<lefiperate  droum^t^ces,     \ 
GO^tbat  tfaeentsreocdof  government  sind  taw     t 
i&torepugtutiittotny  natoreand  iny  h^rbits,' 
or  that  i  am  so  totally  bereft  of  tlie  love  and     s 
eataecn  of  n^countiy^  ^mily,  and  friends^      I 
tbat'On^  change  iifoald  be  a  benefit  to  roe/    J 
and  that^  aa  being  ino#t  conloiMiit  to  my *di$-     i 
poaitioti,^  I  ^ifth  ta  see  lh&  de^bm^tion  of  the     t 
goverament  effected  throtigh  t!he  means  of     i 
degrading  the  poriiament  and  the  toinistr}' ; 
supposing  idl  this^  which  be  1n9inaafte8>  to  be     i 
true,  what,  I  aak  you;  Gentleroen>  must  be     1 
my  gratification  at  reading,  fof  three  weeks,     i 
the  mutual  expoauirea  and  re*criminatioDs, 
pnbhabed  in  the  Mwming  Chronkfe  and  the     j 
Cmrier?  livf,  why  t>eed  I  go  fiirther  than 
the  veryartidjs  abovs  quoted.    Hers  Mr. 
Seny  descHbea  thia  men*  whom  the  king  has 
nom  cboten  for  his  cionfidentiai  servanu,  as 
'*  adventurers  without  talent,  property,  con- 
'*  nection,  or  interest^ '  in  the  eount^,  ad- 
''  vatioed  to  office  by  the  most  ridiculous  of 
<4  |iU  rnftrignesj**  as  ''  desperate  advent;u- 
*'  rara  without  propetly  or  consideration, 
**  avowedly  seeking  to  be  pensioners  of  the 
*'-  public  for  bread  hefore  they  commence 
''  their    ministerial    functions."    He   says 
that  they  mean  to  gain  a  majority  in  parlia- 
ment •*  by  a  traffic  in  corrupt  boroughs ; 
^  tiiat  they  shall  not  be  sufered  to  call  a  dis- 
^*  aolotion  an  appeal  to  the  people ;  that  the 
'f  n^i  of  dissolving  parliament  was  not  in- 
**  tended  to  indulge  the  personal  caprices  of 
*f  the  naoBarch ;  tNt  all  the  new  ministers 
•*  dm  hope  for  is,  ^>y  a  corrti»t  infiuence  of 
''  government,  to  obtain  a  mjgority  in  par- 
f '  iMMBent^'  wkhout  the  least  consideration  of 
*f  tbetr  pul^ic  Merits  or  principles,  or  rather 
"  in  defiance  of  their  self- convicted  imbecil- 
ff  lit^Ty  and  their  fiagrant  8nbserviency.*'-Tr 
Effrery  one  has  his  characteristic  manner  of 


X^ii 


daing'  a  thing,  and  this  is  Mr.  Berry^s  way  of 
supporting' M  gb^ernment  and  sociaKinrder^* 
i^ganat  us  Jac^ins  and  Levellers !  In  other 
oi  his  papers  h0  }ias  been  moch  mpre  vehe- 
ment In  this  sort  of  opposition  to  us.  There 
is  acaively  a  term  or  aq  epithet*  expressive  of 
bta^  oohtempt,*  or  of  yt^lamy  In  them,  which 
]l}e  h^s  npt  applied  tp  (he  'm^mbqrs  of  the 
new  cahinetVtO  V  hts  i^ajcsty's  confidential 
servants!'^  He  h^  ascribed  tq  them  bad 
qualities  of  all  korts,  to  each  iti  the  highest 
(t^fi^  5  insenittch  that^  if  the  world  wcrp  tb 


Melville,  they  tell  us«  isat  tbe^ttpm  of  all: 
this  intrigue;  and  they  throw  out  mp&tsigf . 
nificant  hints  abojt  the  indecency  of  oou^ 
suiting  Lord  Melvilfe.  You  and  I,  Gentfe- 
men,  might  consistently  endugh  throw .  out 
such  hinta^;  but,  for  them,  wliavoluhti^^d 
with  a  WL  of  indemnity  for  Pltt*s  lendHig  the 
AO  thousand  pounds  of  the  pvblio  money*  to 
Boyd  and  Benfield  (two  members  ol^^rHa- 
ment),  yrithout  interest  and  without  the 
knowledge  of  his  colleagues,  and  even  with- 
out making  any  minute  of  the  transaction, 
leaving  the  fact  to  be  detected  by  a  board  of 
inquiry)  for  them,  who  well-knew^  who 
had  evidence  before  them,  that  Pitt  was  dsdy 
acquainted  with  all  that  Lord  Mehrille  did  in 
the  concerns  alluded  to,  and  that  he  never 
expressed  his  disapprobation  of  it ;  for  them, 
who  saw  Pitt  aontend,  in  all  manner  of 
ways,  that  Lord  Melville's  conduct. was.  jns« 
tifiable  ;  for  them,  who  have  since  so  ;^alo«  : 
giaed  that  same  Pitt,  and  whq,.  evxm  dctring 
the  trial  of  Lord  Melville,  eulc^xed  i>im  to 
the  skies ;  for  them .  to  complain  of  thc^ 
"  indecency''  qf  Lor^  Melyill^'s  being  agai^ 
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OiDpioyed  in  public  afBiirs  is  an  instance  of 
incon^tency.  too  shameful,  one  would  have 
thought,  er^a  for  Mr.  Parry  to  become  tho 
promuJgator.  They  had  their  motive  for 
ettbgizing  Pitt,  for  cherishing  his  ugder  ad- 
b«sencs,  and  for  turning  their  backs  upon 
tho«e  who  had  aided  and  supported  them  in 
their  warfare  against  him  j  bat,  it  was  a  mo- 
tive of  sliPTtrsighted  ambition.  Thirteen 
months  of  power  they  have  purchased 
with  poditical  annihilation.  They  will,  in  a 
few  weeks,  find  themselves  without  a  single 
adherent ;  Irom  the  very  highest  to  the  very 
lowest,,  of  those  who  were  formerly  attached 
tm  them,  they  will  scarcely  find  a  noan,  who 
does  not,  in  his  heart,  rejoioe  at  their  fall ; 
andj  as  to  the  independent  part  of  the  people, 
not.one  m^of  chem  will  ever  again  be  de- 
ceived by  their  proiessions  or  their  clamoiars. 
They  ma>'  call  together  their  Wh^^Club; 
theiy  may.  send  forth  their  pu&  about  Fran^ 
cis  Homer  and  the  rest  of  the  new  recruits  of 
Whiggism } :  bar,  this  old  rump  of  a  Clab 
will;  from  thisiday  to  the  day  ot  its  final  ex- 
tiootioD,  be  an  object  o(  contempt,  a  bjre- 
word  and  a.  reproach. 

^  Of  the  remofy  for  all  these  things,  of  the 

ipeftnsof  protection  against  hnpostnre  and 

oppress^,  I  shall,  Cientlemen,  speak  ia  my 

neKt^  aivi/  in  the  mean  while  I  remain. 

Your  faithful  friend. 

And  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  CoBBBTT. 

BoUi^,  gtk  April,  I807. 

NATIONAL  DEFENCE. 

*     TO   THfc   KIGHT   HOW.    W.    WINDHAM. 

LETTER  in. 

Sip, Agreeably  to  my  promise,  I  now 

proceed  to  examine  in  what  degree  your 
military  system  has  found  support,  from 
<',  jhe  eloquent  speech  of  General  Sir. John 
^'  Doyle/'  delivered  in  the  House  of  Com- 
m0*>»  Qn  the  Z3d  of  Japuary^  of  which,  as  it 
hadjj  ** excited  much  interest,"  an  "  accu^ 
*'  raXe*  r^ort  of  it"  is  given  in  tlje  Courier 
pewspaper  of  the  27th  of  the  same  month.-— 
*'  1  lay  it  down,"  says  ihe  General  with  all 
due  solemnity,  "  as  a  proposition  as  incon- 
*'  trovcitibleas  any  theorem  in  Euclid,  that^ 
^'  whatever  weapon  the  enemy  assails  you 
"  witli,  ha  must  be  met  witji  one  of  equal 
*'  efficiency.  Jf  the  enemy  wort  to  invade 
*'  you  with  the.  trained  band3  of  Paris,  I 
*'  should  be  content  to  meet  him  with  the 
^'  trained  bands  of  liondon.  But^  as  ho 
*■'  will  cprae  (if  he.  can)  with  a  regular  rfis- 
^[  ciplined  army,  he  n\ust,  therefore,  be  met 
"  by  a  regular  discipline  army,'*  Now, 
Sir,  that  "  a*  regular  disciplined  army"  of 


any    given  number .  t>f  soldifets,'  i«    root^ 
'^  e£Bctent'!  than  an  equal  n amber  of  .sol- 
diers either  ill  disciplined  or  -not  disciplined} 
at  all,  we  need  not  an  ex.perienced  general,, 
however  eloquent,  to  inform  us.    In  tbia 
view  of  the  militai'y  ^ronet's  pccipositbnv* 
and  this  is  all  I  can  hud  in  it  that  tfi.6o  .the- 
point,  we  shall  .readily  allow  it  to  b^  ''  as 
"  incontrovertible  os  an/  theorem  in  Eu.*- 
*'  did."     But,  Sir,  when. we  view  the  qoes^- 
tiou  of  national  defimce;  and  this  theGrepc'^ 
rai  makes  the  ground  of  hia  Argoanent ;  bta 
"  proposition"  taking  it  to  express  ''a  re-* 
'^  gidar  disciplined  atmy"  as  ills  means,  is  so' 
far  from  **  tncootrovertible"  that  I  utterly 
deoy  it )  and  not  only  deny  it,  but  pi«>test: 
against  it  as  the  most  &lai  that  caa  posatbly 
be  adopted.     Let  noe  remind  the  Genend^ 
that  the  Emperor  of  Germany  at:  Mflrengo 
had  '*  a  regular    disciplined    army  5*'    &e 
coalesced  sovereigns  at  Austerlitz  had  two 
•'  regular  disciplined  armies,"  furnished  by 
two  potent  empires ;  and  the  deseeadant  of 
the  Great  Frederick  of   Prussia,    again  At* 
Auerstadt  had  '^  a  regular  disciplined  arnaj;'* 
and  yet,  all  tliese  were  successively  defeated. 
by  that  of  Napoleon,  the  German  empire 
was  overturned^  and  the  King  of  Prussb  met 
with  his  *'  dovi^l."    On  all  these  defeats 
in  the  teeth  of  hit  *'  incontrovertible  propoci-*- 
'*  tion,*' our  mathematical  General  is  per- 
fectly silent .  and  while  he  exerts  all  his  eLo« 
quenoej  while  he  displays  all  his  wit  and  hu-* 
noour,  and  likewise  quotes  Horace,  while  ho 
conjures  the  House  to  *'  unanimity,  till  the 
"  great  object  of  national  security  be  perfect 
"  and  complete,"  in  order  that  our  country 
may  *'  employ  all  its  energies  to  ke^'wU 
*'  the  arch  enemy  of  all  legitimate  govern- - 
**  ment,"  and  tells  that  **  the  existence -.of 
*'  all  we  hold  dear  is  at  stake-;  property, 
'*  LIBERTY,  and  life;"  while  1  say  he  thus 
exerts  himself  to  recommend  the  adoption 
of  "  a  regular  disciplined  army"  as  oiur.  only 
security  against  Napoleon,  he  wholly  forgets- 
to  remind  us  of  one  circumstance,  which  is 
of  some  account  in  the  question,  aaraely,- 
that  as  soon  as  Napoleon  got  at  the  head  of 
the  '*  regular  disciplined  army'*  of  Franccy 

THBRB  WAS  AN  ENI>    OF    FRENCH  LIBERTY, 

and  that  by  means  of  this  very,insii?uiiient- 
he  not  only  rules  France  with  a  rod  of  iion»: 
but  is  the  scourge  of  Europe  I ! !  Now,  set- 
ting tiiis  '* .  incontrovertible  proposiiiott** 
against  that  of  the  learned  General,  we  aro 
Idftyetto  seek  a  ''perfect  and  complete'* 
system  of  natioiial  defence.  I  £nd  it,  onljp. 
in  the  military  energies  of  the  English  oon-« 
stitution.  There  also  it  was  found  by  the 
God-like  Jones,  whom  Jolinson  estesroed 
*^the  most  enlightened  of  the  sons  of  menv^ 
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and  there  in  iffce  manner  it  was  found  by  th& 
late  Duke>of  Richmond,  a  general,  an  engi- 
neer, and  acotistilutional  statesman.  In  the 
last  edition  of  England's  jiEgis,  liiavecndea- 
voured  to  do  justice  to  the  great  merit  of  the 
JXifce'ft  Thoughts  on.  the  National  Defence  j 
wbiJe  I  accounted,  as  I  conceive,  for  the  too<r 
limited  plan  be  proposed,  pn  .the  grounds 
thai  any  scheizie  on  the  grand  scale  of  the 
constttuiion  would  have  been  far-too  •'  per-r 
**  feet  and  ooroplete"  for  the  selfish,  fac- 
tious, polUics  ot  the  mininters  of  that  day,  to 
the  scale  of  whose  patriotism  the  Duke 
seems  t^  have  iaitered  himself  he  had  con- 
tracted the  scale  of  his  National  Defence, 
but,  as  it  turned  out,  although  the  ibrce  he 
proposed  to  be  put  in  action  was  less  than 
halt  what  (he  constitution  enjoins,  it  was 
niore*^-being  coyistUud^nal,  4han  tliey  chose 
to  employ*— Now,  §ir,  a  word  or  two  *f 
you  please  upon  that  great  military  mystery, 
d'uciptme.  While  the  artful  priests  pf  the 
doctrine  would  have  ds  believe  there  is  no 
sakatioD  but  in  •  a  standing  army,  we  shc^l 
not  do  amiss  if  we  ^^nsult  a  little  our  com*- 
raon  sense.  AH  military  superiority. is  in  de^ 
grees.  A  thousand  men  with  a  small  ck^gree 
of  di«cipHn#  are  superior  to  a  thousand  with- 
out any  discipline  at  all.  And  a  thousand 
of  course  who  are  highly  disciplined  will  be 
superior  to  «n  equal  number  who  ar^  only 
half  disciplined.  .  Hence  it  follows,  tl>at  su- 
periority, will  ever  be  in  a  ratio  compounded 
of  comparative  numbers  with  comparative 
d  scipline;  so  that  the  use  of  discipline  is, 
that  it  may  become  a  substitute  for  physi- 
cal force;  or  it  may  be  called  tlie  art  where- 
by <ny  proposed  degree  of  military  energy 
shall  be  concentrated  within  the  narrowest 
space,  that  is,  within  tl^  smallest. number  of 
men;  and  a  very  convenient  art  it  is.  But 
to  go  a  little,  farther  into  the  mystery,  I  sliall 
not  scruple  to  hold  very  cheap,  a  great  deal 
of  4hat  trash,  whlt^h  contributes  so  much  to 
the  smartness  of  a  parade,- and  on  which  ofii- 
ccrs  Jay  a  stress,  in  proportion  to  their  inca- 
pBciiy  ^  distinguishing  what  is  essential, 
and  for  comprehending  the  sublimer  parts  oi 
ihm  nailitary  science.  In  these  sentiments  I 
find  •  myself  confirmed  by  the  experienced 
officer  whose  speech  we  are  considering. — 
Wbpt  are  the  essentials  which  a  soldier  is  to 
be  taught?  Steadiness^  arms  -  wield  i  ng ;  tac- 
tio8  5  and  a  strong  sense  of  military  and  na- 
tional honour.  By  arms -wielding,  I  mean 
the  familiar  use  of  his  arms  with  complete 
safety  to  his  comrades  and  all  possible  danger 
to  his- enemy;  and  by  tactics,  I  menu  his 
preserving  his  right  place,  nmk  and  tile.,  in 
all. the  necessary  varieties  in  tl>e  form,  and  all 
the  prcper  evolutions,  of  his  batiulion  or 
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company  while  changing  its  position  orJt» 
place,  so  that  the  commander  may  never  bo 
disappointed  in  the  tnilitary  ci^ct  upon  hi< 
enemy  he  has  .tlie  capacity  to  conceive,  and 
the  energy  to  execute.  The  intelligeiat  ofii- 
c«?r  who  can  separate  tribes  frr)m  esaeotiate  j 
who  is  master  of  the  principles  o^'condud^ 
ing  a  military* body  from  any  one  point  ta 
any  other,  either  by  times  of  the  shortest  dis-* 
tance,  or  in  spaces  of  the  shortest  time;  and 
whose. bosom>  glows  with  the  fire  of  the  sol-' 
dlerand  of  the  palric*,  would' soon  shew  the 
means  of  imparting  to  an  Knglisli. populatioa 
in  arms,  all  necessary  discipline  fop  render-' 
ing  its  physical  force  truly  nei»istlefifl;  even. by 
that  '•  re^arxli€ciplined  army"  wbi*ih  iwit 
conqueued  sa  raanyotlier  *'  regular  armi*?si''^ 
**  A  i^t  deal  of  unnecessary  instniction 
' "  and  jnappropriate.'  discipiine,"  says  8ir 
John  Doyle,  '*  wam  at  Cite  ontset«  attenipled 
'*  tobeq0mmuuicatcdto.tiaerav.Ethe  Vohtm*- 
"  teers].  Itdid  happen  to.  iDte^  air  America 
"  to  meetwith  a  circtiOKitanoe  from  which 
**  I  derived  muoh  use6il  iufbrmatioo  oa  thi?  . 
"head.  Aboiili.l50TCcruits  were  sent  out 
*'  to  the  regiment  of  which  I  was  adjutaot  t 
*'  I  immediately.  pkYK:eeded  to  have  them 
**  taught,  stcundmn  artem,  eyes  to  the  riglit, 
"  toes  out,  &c.  But  Iwas  inte erupted  in 
"  my  course  by  the  Major,  who  was  a  very- 
"  sensible  intelligent  man,  and  who  told 
"  me,  that  I  began' at  ilie  wrong  end,  I 
"  accordingly  dianged  my  course,  and 
^'  taught  my  men  to  manage  the  firelock. 
''  This  was  the  Major's  advice,  who  thought 
'^  it  most  necessary,  parlicubrly  when  time 
"  pressed,  that  the  men  ^Aou/rf  learn  l»,fire 
"  at  the  enemy y  and  this  proved  to  be  wUe, 
*'  for  iu. three  weeks  after  they  arrived  these 
*'  recruits  A^rf  to  meet  the  enemy.''  This, 
Sir,  you  will  observe,  was  in  **  a  regular 
*'  disciplined  army.*' — I  have  remarked  that 
discipline  at  best  is  only  a  substitute  for 
physical Jorce,  ^  But,  if  it  be  tnie,  that  in  a' 
militia,  or  armed  poputetion,  yen  may  ha^e 
BOTH,  then  what  becomes  of  the  General's 
'*  incontrovertible  proposition  :"  And  what 
is  to  hinder  your  having  both  ?  We  know  by 
experience  that  tl*e  perfection  ,of  arros- 
wielding  and  tactics  is  as  attainable  in  a 
regiment  of  militia,  as  of  the  line.  And: 
every  man  who  pleases  to-  inform  himself, 
may  know,  that  if  the  largest  **  regular  dis- 
^*  ciplined  army"  thf;  nation  can  find  ibnds 
to  pny,  were  to  be  op)>osed  to  the  people  of 
Enj^land  \\\  arms,  having  received  such  dis- 
cipline as  is  easily  practicable,  that  army 
cnnld  hot  stand  before  them  ^Hioment. 
Why  then  is  fiudi-jm  armrto  beilfeferred- 
for  defendinpf  ns  aj^ninst  invasien  ?-  The  Kink  . 
nd  flic  of  Unit  army  niMst  ever  be  compo^ecl 
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intereeted  4ntHDhei  jM^nceiof  pcfj^mty^tt 
b^Ul®  'tbemtelf  ef  A0lie>T9t(i:  Mdg.liTvclihgs 

«iigeActf I  ^kd  n  Mtei^MA  <)£  ifaeir-teMveB 

Sftk  tlasit  jvvhoref^r  bh  imtyhnr:<vi  Mtmding 
|nmi7)basrtdRflii  TDort^  theniibtr^ka9pmfh^ 

•jttfeeott'^'^tbt  cfxiitkutioir^  '^On  tlie  true 
Vniiokittiides^afroiVisr,  theiv€f3r4i#nd  of  aU 

^  $ena4  >?  ^  tt  bornqHuiicates  tbe  toMibiHtiies 
^-6i  nH^iiiMfkk^^  the  rag^^^  of  «o- 

'^  'rtwiing; faawgoo  rtaod  (repelHog.  ataank, 
'^  JvyliiclrVbafraolfiiie  abmme^tniai^  to  adorn 
:5f  wMLtod^p^afcaaftfiationw  '  AddltiflrQ 
y/^^^^ttem^isKibkh*.  ^aOdian^  vegnktdd  mith 

-*.-^4«mlvelvikk  knetjTkfltl&ritkMra  aofid 
^  .rcAbote'Odrftftmn)  raslstlM&fonoe.  \IIfae 
«'  MiditV'ifrfarnftiffrqBbUfii^lled  \iftint, 
^  hy  t^iuom  miibj  piilriodsin;  to  fl^  to  iiis 
"'^  st4U«dafldoaiheiurfitMl}iid:(4*  danger^  By 
*<  Jm  dramsl  iBtamitfeJ^mdhui^lMAmdis  iie  is 
V'prmapted  tei.a'&khfijldtscliaffge  of  his 
:^  diAjrfoaqqiby  d|^t)>eokseefts  of  >ki& lender- 
:^  est  ,4ktiakbineiH)^  and  bjrthe  oddest  feel- 
^  ingflasf  Djm«onlvv  Ik  is  iMpired  wkh  ttot 
^^  eidli|masa^(wbicii<«<ciidi9r9  thefbee  tnao, 
^  defending. Mtbe*  Jihnties  of  iits^  ooiintcy^, 
;^  ewer,  territde  in  dierdaFof^i^le.  im  due, 
>*i.  tbe  tndtod^sysuniL  hen  spoken  oC  is:4i 
^1'  <«j«tciD  Gif  iatfaich.«q^  iibeitjris.lb&  iospi- 
'•«  Tfilg.aiiil;  'jnd  gistienii:  Jbe^itihe  hapfiy 
('^ircsuh.: :  idajnthevniriasie  wwloni  of  this 
■^'  ftptUnp*^-4iKi  ^ttoblest  kg^q^of  fiHr£Bglk>h 
"^'  liiay iiMof ikioggltlie  greater  tJiat^ereirote 
^'^eirth^  ^ndes'  '^"^  vm»^  |;ivo  life  «ttd 
^^  tskkJ^yAo  ^li^tkd^  Cbat  her  k beetles  atid 
'^  hat  Sarv  mxf  be  knuaortii  !''-r— In  my 
iseit^  8tr/l  pnepoBB  to  i«p)y  to  four  friend 
^iB.)  Mbtnwhdc  I  have  die  hoDOur  4o  re* 
^n^in^  tmh  4vitich;.'ie8pect>  :Shr,  yonr  most 
ohcdtfltol  hitihble  ^9elirant««*-*^ioBN  CjkAT- 
wttaGtor>M-*«*aW.  ^^' 3  fiQ7.    . 

.^o  Ic^rt-jHi  v.;- .'     .  fifo.rjgc   ":,  'iiK;    ;.:.;' 

:<^j:i^f!MpfMrftaoe«Micerosni£xd3r  pre^ontl 
^(iVitij^iiMre  pwvfemdil  inejiiiftlafrikh  iVofni 
ri^^i^  4<i!8.HU«Btiiex^;.^olilJ^^nwa«e| 


thneibave  had/hf  taoflBminMeaiirqr'a  'ihni  ob- 
•ervsticaia  to  you  jieape^thig  the  rj^f  ilmM 
|iai1g<vig|as:!'>  The  sid^iect^tfariftiwBsiHihBai 
te.*^^)a«e  .90f)pes^r(i)ato;prdoiBM,yeaiD)ini^ 
oalrespaii^enti  $'  rolost:  of ,  whose  pni^:tfan^ 
aftfa.-ris  i^iav«MlrtiiDo!«okMA  aAthBrnf-^tl 
aa^fit  4]yiak>  cnete  to  eaaeA*  nl^:o>^}tare 
<2hiiracle{)lMid  r  ky  pedaMic  gtbherisfa^  ^eriibf 

rltohx  and  saphiis^cal  affgDmeotatieft,  JHa4 
^tifpe- jar  Tooin>  jnany  glarisig  abiorditioi^ 
asocfa  £i>8e4ogic}  mg^be  pointed  oatifraf 
anccesatyiy-reieWeA  u!peo  ihv  mpecdve  ta^ 
t|iota.  WithKNit  naking  aay  MittdidMri* 
aions»  hoiGraver^  eci  foor  many  p6bH(zatm» 
reggirdmg  this,  anb^ec^  whi6h  I  arastOdnte 
i  have  not  had^poticDoe^lidlytD  cxaMnepi 
ahflH  aubmii  to  you,  mhA,  if  yqathiokpiopef; 
^thqpubHcy  a  isW  desidtory^htitits'lhultng 
to  piove,  if  D^  the  fcopiiisiicalr  ianaey>)«t 
ieaat  theoac^iahiled  and  Ainpfadeibijhied 
oonOprelieaaifveBess  of  four  boasted  piVyposi- 
tioa,  that  *^  the  dead  languages  flwlttip^ 
*«  -pcriy  called  Jeanudi  aSd  as  a*  part  of  ge* 
^.  nend  education  are  tvane  tkmv^ksst^ 
*-^n  the  first  place^  yooriconoeptiaa  «#tle 
«in>pKfnriety*'ofitoeei>i!thet  'fie^rwedf^ 
applied  to  the  dead  loogaag^  depends 'eii- 
tirelynpoQian  diijesttdable^  aod  doodtiebd 
kmovat ion  vhioh  you  hove' retyii: 


nsade  4n  the  aeceptatiea  of  that  wonk  '^  Yds 
ha^  restffMed  the  meaning  of  it  t<Hi'^ii#^- 
iedg€4fnlsf  t^  Jwcit}  inddoaot  MomH'^ 
comproheiMl,  da  it  properly  does,  «  ftM«^- 
iedgealso  ef  JkeroM^.  .  Had  yon  attebdiM 
4o  ifea^tymdogy^  [hot  yonr  ^rdpo«tiobi^- 
ttiaily  condemns  4dl  4rtymokivy]'  whkht  la 
cases  of  this  k'Mid^  ^vely  ^^  ftcMed*  ptfwlR 
would  fif.  hecould]  have ^edocMi  40(1  JN» 
wooldiMve6miidthat>  if  ihei«  i8tt>te«dy 
pn^reoo*!^  Imtrhmg  is  'indro<*p|opMfa 
knowledge  of  Uteratoivor  lahgua^  than^  ^ 
£Kt«.  We  hive  Umn  ^o^MMw^viich'hndlt 
Saxon  for  a  laier ;  or  t^e  it  iean<i0d^^4«*- 
ttwi^UMa  $  #Dr  it  was  ^  neoeasiiy  iu^^fte 
daysof  antHpfiHty,  a»ic  it  yet^tfUh^M^  cer- 
tainly in  va  )es»  degfee^  that,  befoM  ft'iMItt 
was  learned  ifi  facts,  he  tmuttto'toMlMd^ 
htbers.  The  fnen  (sOssessed'  «f 'igedetal 
knowledge,  or  the  *•  leamed^*^  mctet^^'a*!^ 
in  the  days  of  antiquity,  and  a^  ere  tsMi 
lOm-aii,  Had  you  considteit  JohnaonVBk- 
tiouary,  or  read  the  thirdbdok  of  MtMjMiA's 
Essay,  y6a  would  tiot  kav^cooch^^yKMrt^ftb- 
dameotalpropoaltioti^in  ^eh  hidQ^^Md 
undefined  terms^  B€it  «uch4im>  IHld^itlfrilHr 
wiU  he  ihe  t^&m  of  ^  leivmiA^.<^'^  Itt^Ae 
Mcond^ptoey  adrhifriff^^HhMf^leM)dB#^fliiy 
s^idfyll)^  k«^#ledgfe  if^ta^'ctf^Aw  ^^- 

ii^to  my  way  of4hrii1fint;t(V:'fiiyi«ii«klin^ 
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the  bngm^  bejrmaittr  <yf,Uut  /*  ifitpro<^  T 
^uk^xilted clearoedjV  9i''it  >!•  'to' nir  «bat  t 
fagmminmiciw  a»:igM)papMrlV  called:  ilcjlftil,  i 

pBKiipwkMnqymaiuf',.  thekiterextiWHirrliik 
ideavnitke  iyokbdlftjof -Al^tosviot  tke^(Ai» 

yimitheiiBbawKtor  artdT»ooJ»6f  iAIfieiitiiiJttii* 

.ft^ui^ooiidon'  Bod  inKftitalnt^  of  jioor^gnftid 
|du»ppiki4iK>    it  wodkl  wemv  tba t  you  meaai 
«ilbef  toconioMid  and  mMead  ycfiikrlinta^ 
•mtti^bji!  ^ctpgrthttoi  hxto  [wtet  '^  tearaiog^' 
^0MaK4io.k|io\r  nothing  iriwnl}  tm  i^nondio 
•«£*cKib;fl»calkKl  by  logtcidnsf  «r,  to  socnie 
^QOiMtf  ^fttS'dmMfilDctensed  tcM]  btbSnd 
.tbemooMtdiiiiqr  tfBd'vhetoricai abemUionB  tat* 
your  kngnage.    Thftlckrose.  of  jtmc  pnopc>- 
.tition  '!'*  'aft  impart  of  genertd  ^ueation'*  is 
-ywf  dirionkti;.   Fer  thfe  cnay  ^Ufaer  mean  sis ' 
>a^p9it^£  ivhit  19  conimonl^r  called  a  iiberml 
^miaaUimi  *r  ^ot  as  a  pai<i  of  etiucatxn  in*  g^- 
iHTcd^  tliat  M»  of  ^^Ittcatton  av  admhiistered 
indlfieranft  degiMd  iOhdii&nent  iadividbaab. 
-TaktBg  your  prqKMkioo  to  tettfaer  of  tb«ie 
-^wetOBK  ^  think  it  jMghly  objecticiiiable  and 
dan^mqa*  psrttcdaiil|r  ki  the  Jirm  sense.*^ 
•Aa^umi  Chesterfiald  aaid  torluai  son,  vk 
*  MMt  kaxn^Ortek  /mid  Latih  detnuse  tkof  taee 
iegmed..    .Wd   mufl   inake  oorselveat  ac- 
yiabtri^ykh.  ^  dead  hn^Baecay.ibat^«re 
may  not  be  pot  out  o£  cotmtenanoe  by^very 
pcraamt  bo)r>  jerecj  pedantic  ichbolmastar 
■« iltoi  we  meet  with:   the bragadociodares^t 
.€foalleti||e  thg^  fcraoowlio  he  knmvs  can 
^iigfat:;aBdtl^  bigoted  ecclettasticwben  be 
Unilt  hiiveelf  hard  pushed  in  anydispote, 
imn^ediaUdy  ihrowtfOffhia  antagonist^  and 
vjeaveabioi at  6uU  amidftthenntearcbable 
^  wa>d»figS;of.tho  scripinral  labyrinth*   Thus, 
t^iocQ.cMi^wn  k$»sa9ctioned \n,  tUe.learned 
j^ktfigutgea  mast    be  atgdted*    tliis   yonni 
>fieth«p»  say  i9  n^  argument :  to  tt^  the 
^  t^afoe^ .  iai3g»egesi  because  they  are^ndied, 
«i:Pa]iir'<aggr0rai>ng  tbeeTi],  and  making  the 
?peripdinwre  dutsnt,  whc*  it  may  beiuipod 
jt  fwUlriM  ei|idu:i(|?(iL    But)  Mr.  €k>bbett,  are 
:floM)||ir  Sri  tid)' classics,  mottoed  and  inter- 
fps#se)d,with^  passages  from  the  aiutoit  wri- 
S  U9is^  4i^i^»  i^  siWd  Ife  twy  congruous  -  no 
.  ^hti  l9  SM  0'.  ^'  kameS"  man  unaiU  to 
.^^mit'fii*^  kssio  understand  ^  Are  not  the 
nAnMi^^laUtres  of  ail  our  arts  and  sdences 
Idnade  .flp.  49f  Greek,  and  latui  phrases  and 
^WiUf^i^i^ai'*  Jtamed!'  moa's  imiuteness" 
,may\  embJ0  bimi  ufeiL,  ^no^k  .  to  dispense 
vtffi*4.?,rft>*i¥)ijt  th©  lephfiicalteitps  a(  she; 
J^sl  cmiV£i<mXf»f^  oonsislif  not  altogetjber: 
^  lsrf)<««r/i^  wowte  ^tjeaist  pf  s<K:h  the  properi 
.,iirj4^pft(l»adwig;t9f{]>bkht  depends,  upt^  aj 


Urkkk>mre  4r«99e  «M  'CfrtAl/'^to  tf^^tpMe^i 
itatned^^ nttU'f epealciiig  andivi^Wy "^i* 


«e»Mtft-<uT4>  he  ttMveseridus^rikiMKt^W 
iK^Kation  ili  saving  ^ha^nreRie7Oii]pd0cttia# 
veceiv^,  ^eKatvy  jpirodigai  ettfafiei  ^eveiy  mi( 
pTOVfDg  ArAcTi  eref>«  xHnlj-ihi^BtyRdifiiin 
every  specol^ath-e  '^ti^chkiiy'etfcill;^  hnlirksba 
magistnitcr,  ^vonMafight  tteednoaUtiii  litiik^ 
eirildrek  :  ^  would' lay 't»  ^thmvll^ :  why 
need  f-Mo«r  «w4y  my mdner^tcaefaittg 
my  sona  Hebi^eMr,  QvMe,  ahAtiua{i(»;<w*i<'^ 
Mr.  Cot^t,  nMcoJe  ABlMfy -ii  -SMpanse]!^ 
Iiona^h,soff9;m4*f^w^je^riinnn3dn9$^^fi  'I 
wiU  pttt  them*  to  Wftdng  and  larithnralie^ 
and,  if  ftiey  <4»setb  ho  «^ltaslM,*^klt  IbeM 
fvad  the  imcient  cfaKriss/  iUiA  >  !i«Nfy  hister)^» 
which  have  beni  bsih  eopausljrlnnriatdd 
into  our  owmtongve;  %DcMsdupob.it/Ah^ 
would  be  the  catfawaweyr  ld»>  jcootding  to 
thodl^fentten^lKsa  ofdndividwlBc  .a&^th^ 
mhsA>inimft)of  'Brititiov  ^wbhr*  a  iMrl  mmf- 
ttonsy  wooid.&llitfom  ihait^ighiraDKwftuch 
diey  hwm  long  held;  «ad  vAridtrths^jatHl 
maintam-  iificthe£Qropeasi<aBalr  ofrdlfslctfl, 
liienituDe;  :«|id  MK)lM>dcg9aMete  jiftov|ii^ 
cteatonssy  tit  txily  eoacnva4  ist'^Mb^  ^  Itc^ 
shops^  or .  to  fBl  the  pboes  o^-ig»dtwmtand 
.nuaeFablepeasaiitBi4*4-WlHKr«^  Mdkaigw^ich 
cahiTates  the liiind  tnctfe  than  ttm^nereatu- 
dy«fthe  Itenedhmgd^ges  £StspjMing^em 
to  be  not  cveoi  d^r^ctty^i^efiilr^  whitih,  by  the 
byv  csn  he  possible  isv  vdrf  few*  caies^  r    By 
anudying  th^>  ttieifnedttMlyis'slBtsigthened, 
to  yndgmfinriB  «BLfir«isMv  and  the  taAe  ^ 
cnhivatedv  -  HiegraaAreih  of  out^  owftr.  toegtie 
ccan  never  be  istd&iiently  iwdcrstood  iiii  n*t 
OTA   a€fuiunt€d'uiitk  trnw^ntd  ^nnrmaf. 
^Now,.ttiiffQvdm|kasible  to^fleilifi^a'kfeiow- 
ledge;  of  tUHvefsai  gnmaraar  ffom,  ihe  mo- 
dens  ian^nagea,  ab  it  M  ^to  ftidowtaed'  the 
prrndpim  of  Newlo^  withqut  IbeiCleaaeilts'of 
georoelry.   iJntversabgminqQato^eoi^fifirfheftds 
the  consUnSotionvotf  111*  langha|fes  >ath^  an- 
fiient  and  thodenvif  and;  «KMiont^  ^ciiow^ 
ledge  of  theiormer  wlieserooostructioaift  so 
peculiar,  and  which aiiei  thh^^wasdlGon. of 
oniversa)  graoomar^  its  heattfiyeaiinoe  he  pev- 
cf^ived,  not  4is^geoendt4y  lindeistoed^^be 
languages  are  ^  chanxidi'Vh^'wbkb  iotfbit- 
niation  is  conveyed  from-one  man,  from  one 
nation,  and  from  ^<)nei  age  ^o^an'other.    A 
truly  learned  man^'  to  odMry  on  the  metaphor, 
muate  be  ablet6*swiqi  isaiif^ftoiexhBlfceh 
Tehea^  ftreamtf  afOieufet^«atl<Umpedfhmi':tlte 
ismoQthneia.'i'hioh  theiioatt^  ratMiug  bf  iHe 
>«el0r!bidptodaced'<»\«9ieen  as^  ^^arrM 
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posterous  is  it,  therefore,  to  neglect  the  iiudy 


down  a  rough  arfd  hoarse-soiinding  cdrrent, 
■which  has  neziij/  broke  out,  and  which  rolk 
in  torrents  amid  the  rtfcks  over  which  it  runs. 
Me  mirit,  having  felt  ihe  smoothness  of  the 
old  -run  ch«ihnels>  clear  aw^jr  the*  sand,  and 
g!^vl?li'andhew  down  ^e*' protuberances  of 
-the rbefcd  oPthe.flew  tfh&nodff,  which  onpo- 
lish^,  peiWter  theii-  waters- rough  and  dis- 
agk^eaWe ; '  etWd  must  have  it  in  his  power  to 
drink  fjrom'iAe  i^ld  Jhuntains,  in  order  to 
quench  ^Aa/  thi1s^  winch- tl>e  waters  of  the 
new  are  ubabte'  to  retnove.    To  speak  plains 
ly,  he  must  be  able  to  consult  ihe  ancient 
languages  for  those  uumerpus  and  most  va- 
•luabJe  branches  of   knowledge,  which*  are 
there  ontj  to  be  found  j  and,  he  must,  by 
imitating  the  style  and  spirit  of  the  ancient 
clajJsics;  which  ar«  the  archetypes  of  all  the 
eld|;anc^and  tftste  of  modern  composition, 
endeavour  to  acquire  that  purity  of  diction, 
and  taifteof  fine^  writing,  for  which  we  ad- 
mirelhe  Gfeeks  and  Uomans.     If  this  man 
attempts*  to  make  those  acquirements  ky  imi- 
tating our  tnodern  classics  only,  he  places 
•himself  in  a  predicament  exactly  similar  to 
that  of  a  portr«it-painter  who  copies  from  an 
old  picture  instead  of  drawing  from  the  life. 
— Of  -the  various  and  numerous  arguments 
which  I  might  addiK-e.  I  sliall  only  give  you 
another,  whiobil  consider  more  cogent,  and 
unanswerably lihan  any  whicii  I  have  stated. 
For  wise  6nHs,  it  has  pleased  the  Omnipo- 
tent Creator  to  *^  confound  men's  language, 
**  that  they  may  not  undei'stand  one  ano- 
'*  thers  speech  :"  but  his  kind  Providence 
•has   provided,  as  he  has  done  simibrly  in 
most  other  cases,  a  remedy  for  this  *'  coufu* 
sibn'*  in  the  very  confusion  itself.     It  is  ad- 
mirably ordered  that  the  more  modern  are  de- 
rived jTom  -the-  more  ancient  languages ;  and, 
it  is  more -tlian  probable,  that,  were  we  able 
to  fi>Mow  the  eiyn)ology,  they  might  all  be 
traced  up  to  the  same  common  origin. 
H€Jnce,  what  arc  called  the  learned    lan- 
guages, are  in  a  great  measure  the  roots  of 
the  moilern  European  tongues,     hy  making 
oui^lves   masters  of  Hebrew,  Greek,  aiKi 
latin,  we  therefore,  purchase,  or  rather  ac- 
quire gratuitously y  the  essence  [so  to  express 
it]  of  our  comparatively  -  modern  jariToiw ; 
or,  while  we  make  ourselves  adepts  in  the 
.  ancient  languages,  we,  at  the  same  time,  be- 
come-masters  in  a  great  measure  of  all  that 
are  derived  from  them.     A  person  skilled  in 
the  ancient  languages,  when  »hc  winbes  to 
learn  those  spoken  now,  has  only  to  get  a 
few  vocables  and  idioms;  and  his  work  is  ac- 
complislied.     Tiie  superiority  of  boys- from 
•only  the  Latin  school,   over 'girls,  wiw  are 
-not  so  educated,  in  studying  French,  Italian, 
or  Spanish  is  un  iversally  kuo wo .    How  pr«- 


of  the  learned  languages,  and  to  bestow  those 
pains  in  acquiring  one  of  the  modern  jai^ons 
ut^hich  would  at  oiice  have  introduced  us  to 
aH  the  beauties  of  ancient  literature  3  and 
Itave  put  u^  in  possession  of  a  key  to  most  of 
the  modem  languages.  How  prepoaterons 
and  fallacious  i  must  also  say,  till  I  see  your 
not' to- bis-answered  arguments,  is  tliat'pro- 
posttion  that  "  the  dead  kngoages  are  im- 
*'  propetly  called  learn'ed,  and  as  a  part  of 
*'  general  education  are  worse  than  useless:' 

^To  cover  the  rear  of  my  reasoning*,  I 

shall  terminate  them,  and  this  letter  [the 
length  of  which  I  hope  yon  wiU  excose] 
with  a  quotation  from  the  writings  of  the  late 
very  learned  and  sagacious  Mr.  Dahsei,  the 
bare  authority  of  whose  name  rnight  have 
precluded  the  necessity  of  any  argument. 
Speaking  of  the  learned  languages,  he  ele- 
gantly observes,  ''  qnibtts  apud  nos  dtjicien' 
*<  tibus  cito  deficiet  omnes  doctrinapoiiiiar, 
"  iisdem.  vigeniibus,  omnes  etugm  artes.qwe 
'^  ad  humanitatem  pertinent  una  vigebunt:* 

1  am.  Sir,  your  respectful  and  -bcnovo- 

lent  reader  and  correspondent,—- J.  B. — 
ScoTo  Brftannus. 

P.  S.  Tliis  letter  I  submit  to  your  can- 
did  4)erusal  and  disposal.  I  must  most  ear- 
nestly and  respectiblly  beg  that  you  will  ex- 
cuse any  too  great  freedoms,  into  which  I 
may  have  been  rtitruded  by  the  very  lively 
sense  which  Lhave  of  the  danger  which  your 
doctrines  on  this  subject  thi'eaten  to  the 
safety  or« Britain,  and  to  thegencfal  welfare 
of  modem  literature. —il/zti  Xo/Ziicw, 
Jpril  5. 

*^  LEARNED  LANGUAGES." 
No.  20. 
Sir,-— —If  I  have  no  other  merit,  I  shall 
ha\e  at  least  that  of  brevity.  I  do  not  meaii 
to  enter  the  lists,  but  merely  to  correct  the 
mis-statement  of  a  very  smart  correspondent 
in  your  number  of  the  28th  of  March,  who 
subscribes  himself  Altalus:  a  correction  I 
grant  you  of  little  influence  on  the  result. 
He  states  three  of  the  greatest  writers  of  mo- 
dern Italy,  Dante,  Peirarcb,  andBoccace,  to 
have  been  totally  unacquainted  with  Greek, 
and  so  little  with  Latin,  that  in  its  practical 
ijiflucnce.  it  amounted  to  nothing.  I  Jeam, 
however,  from  the  last  vokime  of  Gibbon's 
History,  that  Boccacc  was  taught  -Greek  by- 
Leon  tins  Pilatus,  and'aUametl  in  it  such  pro- 
ficiency a«  to  execute  a  ppc  se  translation  of 
the  Iliad  and  Odyssey.  i\  11 J  with  .respect 
to  their  Latin,  acquisitrons,  let  works  bear 
witness:  all  the  ihree wrote  muclv  in  that 
language;  the  two  last  more  than  an  ordi- 
nary reader  could  ma«ter  ia  half  a  lilfl  time. 
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"Nay*  to  tHe  extent  of  their  iotimacy  with  the 
classics^  and  the  spirit  of  imitation  it  en- 
gendered»  Hume  asctibes  their  want  of  na- 
tive fiimplidty.     Even  Dante,  the  least  scho- 
Jastic  of  the  three,  as  we  learn  from  Boc^ 
cace,  was  most  familiar  wUh  Virgil,  HoraGe^ 
Ovid,  Statius,  and  the  oiher  celebrated  poets^ 
and,  j^ot  satbfied  with  perusing,  endeavoar? 
ed  to  imitate  them>   C'  famigUarissimQ  dir* 
venne  di  Vergilio,  di  Orazio,  di  Ovidio,  di 
.Slazio  e  dl  ciascuno  altro  poeta  famoso,  non 
solan^ente  avendo  caro    il  conoscergli,  ma 
ancora  «*ingegoo  d'imitarli) ;"  was  equally 
familiar  with  the  Roman  historians  and  phi- 
losophers 3  and  long  hesitated  between  wri- 
ting his  celebrated  poem  in  Latin  or  Italian^ 
having  actaally  once  begun  it  in  Latin,  of 
which    Boccace   gives    a  specimen*     (See 
Fila  e  Costutne  di  Dante  del  Boceacio)'^''^ 
•Attalus  asserts  that  their  knowledge  of  the 
dassics  must  have  been  very  imperfect,  be- 
-cause  Livy,  Sallust,  and  part  of  Cicero  were 
then  unrecovered.     1  confess  my  informa- 
tion on  tills  subject  is  very  tlefective  ;  but  1 
-shrewdly  suspect  that  of  Attains,  notwiih- 
•atanding  his  reference  to  the  Abbe  tie  Sade, 
(which  seems  to  be  of  a  piece  with  that  of 
•my  friend  Anacharsis  to  Locke)  to  be  equal- 
ly if  not  more  del'cctive.     For  I  can  place  as 
much  reliance  on  Gibbon  as  on  Attalus,  and 
'he  tells  me,  **  that,  in  the  familiar  society  of 
Cicero  and  Livy,  Petrarch  had  imbibed  the 
ideas  of  an  ancient  Patriot;'*  aud  speaking 
•of  Petrarch's  friend  Rienzl,  he  says,  "  The 
**'  study  of  history  atul  eloquence,  the  wri- 
•*'  tings  of  Cicero,  Seneca,   Livy,  Caesar, 
"  and  Valerius  Maximus    elevated  above 
*.'  his  equals  and  contemporaries  the  genius 
'*  of  the  young  Plebeian."     And,  1  believe, 
the  Abbe  de  Sade  informs  us,  that  more  of 
Cicero  was  perused  by  Petrarch,  than  has 
cotne  down  to  us,  consequently  by  his  friend 
«nd  contemporary  Boccace.     Both  Gibbon 
and  Attalus  cite  the  Abbe   de  Sade  5  and 
there  appears  to  be  this  small  difference  be- 
'tween  them,  that  Gibbon  actually  read  this 
'author,  add  Attalus  has  heard  of  him.     In 
no  other  manner  can  I  account  for  so  many 
blunders  in  so  tew  words.     If  I  have  paid  1  s. 
for  the  postage  of  this  communication,  I  am 
notwithstanding,  sensible  enough  of  its  un- 
-importance  -,  and  it  would  be  cruel  to  tell  me 
-that  fools  «nd  their  money  are  soon  parted. 
— G.  N. — Leiik,  /fpfilA,  l/hj. 

FOREIGN  OFFICIAL  PAPERS. 
•CoNTivENTAL    War. — Thtrt^'third    Bui- 
«         letin  o/*  the  Grand  French  Army, 

Berlin,  Nov.  17,  1805. ^The  annexed 

'sVispenstdn  of  arms  was  Signed  yesterday,  at 
Charlottenbiu-gh.    The  season  is  rather  ad- 
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vanced.    This  suspension  of  arms    settkis 
the  quarters  of  the  army.    Pajrt  of  PrussUin 
.  Poland  is  thus  occupied  by  the  Frenoh  arc 
my,  and  part  of  it  is  neuter.— His  Jk^Uj^s^ 
theKn^pei^or  of  the  French,  Kipg^^Dt  Ixaif, 
and  his  Maj^y  the  Aking  pf  f  rusiia,  in  coo- 
sequenqe  of  n€^^ationsfiy>Qnedj.  since  tbo 
23d  of  October  last,  ibr  the  re-eitaijb}ishmeiit 
of  the  peace  so  unhappily  interrupt,  be- 
tween them,  have  >udged  necessary  to  agree 
upon  a  suspension  o£  arms^  and, -for  this 
purpose,  they  have  appoit>ted.for  their  pleni- 
potentiaries, to  wit>  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  the  French,  King  of  Italy,  the  General  uf 
Division,  Michel  Duroc,  Grand  Insignia  of 
the  licgion  of  Honouri  Knighjt  of  the  Orders 
of  the  Black  £agle  and  lied.  Eagle  of  Pi-uksid, 
and  of  Fidelity  of  Baden^  and  Grand  MaTshd 
of  the  Imperial  Palace  :  and  his  Majeiity  Uie 
King  of  Prussia,  the  M:irquis  of  Lucch^sini, 
his  Minister   of  State,    Chamberlaio    and 
Knight  of  the  Orders  of  the  Black  Eagle  and 
Red  Eagle  of  Prusftia,  and  General  Frederic 
William  de  Zastrow,  Qhief  of  the  Regio^ent 
and    Inspector    General    of    Infantry,   and 
Knight  of  the  Orders  of  the  Red  Eagle  and 
of  Merit  j  who,  after  having  exchancjed  their 
full  powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  folk»wing 
articles  : — Art.  I.  The  troops  of  his  Majesty 
tlie  King  of  Prussia,  who  are  at.present  upon 
the  right  bank  of  ll>e  Vistula,  shall  assem- 
ble at  Kosnigsberg  and  in  Royal  Prussia  from 
the  right  bank  of  the  VislAjla.-"— H.lhe 
troops  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  the 
French,  King  of  Italy,  shall  occupy  the  part 
of  Southern  Prussia  which  is  on  the  riglu 
bank  of  the  Vistula  as  far  as  the  mouth  of 
Bug,  Thorn,  the  fortress  and  town  of  Gran* 
dentz,  the  town  and  citadel  of  Dam^ic.  the 
towns  of  Colberg  ai>d  Lenczyc^  which  shall 
be  delivered  to  them  for  security;  and  in  Si- 
lesia, the  towns  of  Glogsu  and  Bres^au  with 
the  portion  of  that  province  which  is  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Oder,  and  the  part  of  that . 
situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the -same  river, 
which  will  have  fi>r  limit  a  line  bordering 
upon  that  river,  five  leagues  above  Breslao, 
passing  through  Ohlau,  Tobson,  three  leagMcs 
behind  Schweidnitz,  and  without comprisitig 
it,  and  frpm  thence  to  Freyburg,  lAiud-ihut,  , 
and  joining  Bohenua  to  Lieban.— IH.  The 
other  parts  of  Eastern  Prussia  or  New  Eas- 
tern Prussia,  shall  not  be  occupied  by  any  of 
th&ormies,  either  French,.  Prussian  or  Rns- 
sian,^and  if  the  Russian  troops  are  tliercj^Jii*  . 
Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia  engage*  to  make 
them  fall  back  to  their  own  territory  9.  m 
also  not  to  receive  any  troops  of  thnt  pav*t*v 
into  his  states,  during  the  time  of  the   SU3- 

pension  of  arms. JV,  TJie  fortreB.es  of 

Hamela  and  Xienberg,   a-j  ,\vdl  a&   those 
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mentioned  in 'Article  IL  shall  be  delivered 
up  to  tlie  French  troaps,  with  their  arms 
and  stored  of  which  au  inTentory  shall  be 
made  oat  within  a  week  after  the  exchange 
of  (he  ratifications  of  the  present  snspension 
«farais«  Hie  garrisons  of  these  fortresses 
diaU  not  be  uuKie  {Mrisooert  of  war }  thej- 
«hall  be  allowed  to  march  to  Koem^sberg, 
tnd  tiKj  shall  be  alloved  the  necessary  faci- 
lities for  that  purpose.— V.  Hie  negodations 
ahili  be  cx>otimied  at  Charioctenburg,  and 
abotild  peace  not  fioilaw^the  two  Ugh  oo«k 
tractmg  parties  es^^agei^  to  resnroe  hostl-^ 
Kties  nntil  having  reciprocally-  given  notice 
fo  each  other  ten  days  beforehand.—- t-VL 
llie  prewnt  auspeofion  of  arms  shall  be  ra- 
tified by  the  two  high  contracting  parties^ 
askdtbe  ex<^nge  txi  ratifications  shall  take 
f  laoe  at  Grandentz,  at  furthest  by  the  2l8t  of 
the  praent  month. — in  faith  of  which,  the 
mider«^iied  pknipotentiaiies  have  signed 
the  pvetent,  and  have  set  to  it  their  respec- 
tive teals.— G^ven  at  Chark>ttei^>erg,  Nov. 
16^  I8O6.  (Signed)  Duaoc»  Lucche- 
MKi,  Zastrow. 

TJurty-fautih  BtUleHM  of  ike  Grand  French 
Antry, 
Berh'n,  Nov.  33- — We  have  ^  yet  no  ad- 
vices that  the  armistice  concluded  on  the 
17th  tnst.has  been  ratified  by  the  Kins  of 
Prussia,  or  that  any  exchange  of  the  ratitica- 
tion  has  yet  taken  place.  Mean  time  hosti- 
lities continue,  npr  ^viU  any  suspension  of 
them  take  place  until  the  exchange  of  the 
ratiiication. — General  Savary,  ^ta  whom  the 
Emperor  had  entrusted  the  siege  of  Hameln, 
had,  on  the  20th  instant,  a  confeirence  with 
the  Prussian  general*  belonging  to  the  garri* 
Sim.  and  has  made  them  sign  a  capitulation. 
Nine  thousand  pisc^iers^  amongst  whom 
are  six  generals,  magazines  for  10,000  m^n, 
with  six  months  provisions,  and  ail  kinds  of 
military  stores,  a  company  of  flying  artillery, 
aod  300  cavalry,  have  fallen  into  our  hancU. 
. — *-The  only  troops  which  Genera]  Savary 
h0i,  consisted  txi'  a  regiment  of  light  infan- 
trv,  and  two  Dutch  regiments  under  General 
Dumonceau.— rGenersd  Savary  has  this  in- 
stant set  off  for  Nienburg,  in  order  to  force 
that  place  to  a  capitulation.  Its  garrison  is 
calculated  at  between  2  and  3000  men.  A 
battaHon  of  Prussians,  800  strong,  w1m» 
lormed  the  garrison  of  Caentoscbow,  on  the 
ihiotiers  of  Polish  Prussia,  capitulated,  on 
the  18th,  to  150  chasseurs  of  the  2d  regi- 
ment, united  with  300  Poles,  who  had  ta- 
kes up  arms  and  advanced  to  that  pbce. 
tThss  garrison  are  prisoners  (^  war,  and  the 
0)ace  contains  lan?e  masazkics. 


Tldrty-j^th  Bulletin  of  the  Grand  French 
Army, 
Poaen,  Nov.  28,  I8O6.— The  Emperor 
left  Berlin  at  2  in  the  afternoon  of  the  2ith^ 
^nd  arrived  at  Custrin  on  the  same  evening 
about  six.  On  the  2(^^  he  waa  at  Meze* 
rttx ;  and  on  the  27th,  at  10  at  night,  he  ar* 
rived  at  Posen.  The  ne«t  day  BtirMajcstj 
gave  audience  to  the  various  states  of  the 
Poles  -^Marshal  Duroc  continued  his  joiir*- 
ney  to  Osterode,  where  he  found  the  King 
of  ftusata*  who  dedared  m  lum«  '  that  a 
part  of  his  states  were  in  Are  po^aessloo  ol' 
the  Russians;  that  he  was  depetideot  open 
them;  conseqtiently  he  eonld  not  ratify  th^ 
armistice  which  had  been  concluded  b^  his 
envoy,  because  it  was  not  in  bispower  to 
fulfil  the  stipukted  condkiona:'— The  Grand 
Duke  of  fietg,  with  a  part  of  the  cavalry  of 
the  reserve,  and  the  corps  undar  ly^nhals 
Davoust,  Lasnes^  and  Angereau,  have  enter- 
ed Warsa<w.  The  Russian  General  Ben- 
ningsen,  who  obcnpied  the  place  before  the 
French  arrived,  evacuated  it  on  hearing  of 
the  approach  of  the  Fiench,  and  that  th^  in- 
tended  to  give  him  battle.— Prince  Jeronpe^ 
with  a  corp^  Bavarians,  is  at  Kaiitsch.  AU 
the  rest  ot  the  army  had  arrived  at  Posm.*^ 
The  surrender  of  Hameln  waa  marked  hy 
some  particular  ctreumctances.-^Besides  the 
garrison,  it  seems  that  after  the  battle  of  the 
i4th,  some  Prussian  battaliona  bad  taken  re« 
fuge  there.  Disorder  reigned  anaoog  th^ 
numerous  garrison.  The  officers  were  exas- 
perated against  the  generals,  atid  the  soldiers 
against  tbd  officers.  S(^cely  was  the  capr- 
tuUtion  signed,  when  Genend  Bainiry  re- 
cdved  a  letter  from  the  Commandam,  Gene* 
ral  Van  Scholer,  ixrhidi  he  very  properly  an* 
swered.  In  the  mean  while  the  garrison 
was  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  w4  the  first 
act  of  the  mutineers  was  to  l»eidi  open  the 
magazines  where  the  brandy  wes  deponted, 
and  with  which  they  Wei«  soon  intoxicated. 
In  consequence  of  this  situatian,  the  soda 
b^an  to  fire  upon  each  other  in  the  streets 
— soldiers,  citizeos,  and  officers,  peU-mel^ 
altogether.  Disprdler  was  at  its  hel^.  Ge- 
nerS  Van  Scholer  sent  courier  after  coorier 
to  General  Savary,  to  request  htm  to  taku 
possession  of  the  place,  ev^  before  the  ap- 
pointed time.  To  this  the  general  <^onsent- 
ed ;  advanced,  and  enteredme  place throogk 
a  shower  Of  bullet^.  He  drove  all  thesol^ 
diers  of  the  garrison  through  one  of  the  gates 
into  a  neif^booring  meadotf^  where  he  as» 
sembled  t^  officers,  and  gave  them  to  ne^ 
derstand  that  this  behatiour  waflf  l>wtiig  to 
their  relaxed  di^dpline. 
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*'  I  know  it  may  he  ^id,  th^t  I  and  tljosc  with  whom  1  hire  the  honour  to  »ct*  are  no  loofc^auatalthaii 
"  those  bri thr?  othrr  side  of  the  House  by  motives  of -a  pure  dl^ineercsied  nature^  though  nfiytcouacif  nee 
•^  aoqcrtsmo  ctf  the  crime."- — Speech  lif  Mr.  Giiiy  (1;ow  Lard  HowickJ  On  moving  foi  a  rci^/im  of 
pfinrliamcnt,  on  the  26th  of  May,  1797,  ,    '  ^* 
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FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  ELECTORS 

OF   THE 
CITY  ANIXtlBERTIES  OF  WESTMINSTBRr 

LETTER  XIII. 

GfiNTLEMEIi,         ..     ' 

Mucli  as  I  fear,  that  these  letters 
jof  raii)e  miwt  prove  wearisome  to  you^  I 
mu&t  ieg  you  to  induJge  me  with  yoar  atten- 
fioa,  until  I. have  submitted  to  you  all  the 
iobserv^tlens  which  occur  to  me,  relative  to 
Ibe^  qiKonstitutional  doctrines^  of  which  the 
receot  c^aoge  of  tlie  kiog^s  ministers  has 
caused  tlie  opeu  avowal  and  promulgation. 
4Widr  Gentlemen,  I  trust,  tliat  I  shall  not 
.  ^  thoujj^ht.U)  ))^^^iedyou  much  astray  from 
the  s.ubject  wherewith  we  started ^  for,  now, 
A3  wh%ii  I  first  bad  the  honour  to  address 
you,  the  state  of  the  representation  of  the 
peo[^4A.  parliament,  and  your  interests  and 
dutiei^ji  as  therewith  connected,  it  is  ray  wish 
■to  describe  and  exemplify. 

Ja  my  last  letter  I  deferred  giving  you  my 
opinion  respecting  the  rc/Mcc/y  necessary' to 
he  applied,  in  ofd^r  to  remove,  the  political 
evi|^  ^wtiigh  we  all  see  and  feel.  To  speak 
of  tl^\t<fi^edy,  which  is  at  once  constitu- 
tioDii)^^ef&cai:ious,  and  of  easy  application,  I 
now  propos^.^  after  having  taken  a  view  of 
what  passed. in  the  Hoftse  of  Conimoii^,  on 
Thursday,  the  Qth  instant,  when  a  discussion 
took  pl^ce, respecting  tlie  pledge,  whicb>  as 
ihe  lat^  ministers  assert,  tliey  were  called 
opon  to  give  to  the  kin^,  as  the  sole  condi- 
tjofif.  »pon  which  he  would  -suffer  them  li 
rc^taiq  their  pkioes. 

This  di«cus^ii^  arose  fron^^the  following 
motion  qoad^,  1^  Mr.  Bbanp  :  *\  Tl^at  it  is 
*'-  contrary  to  the  fir*t  duties  of  the  Confi- 
*X  defttial  Servants  of  the  Crown  to  restrain 
*^.tlicniwl¥C&  by  -^ny  pledge,  expressed  or 
*f.  tmpWad,  iroBtt  offering  to  the  Xing  >ny 
V  advice  which  tha^urse  of  circumstances  ^ 
"'***tU^yiW>flfWHWx:3JHry  for4he 'Weltiii^«iM( 
'»*  aecHFily^f •ny  ptrt  of  hia Maje^jtyVcx- 
^  Iciwiv^i^mpire.'**— -Thi>  motion  was  dl»* 


than  about  60  votes  !  What !  wliat  m  all 
the  worl4  could  have  pr^^ced  thi«  sudden 
change  !  what  Could  iiav«  indaced  so  many 
members,  who  constantly  voted  wjth  the  late 
ministers,  now  ta  vote  with  their  successors  ?  . 
Mr.  Perry  has  positively  asserted,  that  the 
present  parliament  was  chosen  as  fairly,  and 
with  as  much  freefdom  on  the  part  of  the 
people  as  have  ever  prevailed  at  the  choosing 
of  any  parliament,  sinee  parliaments  were 
known  in  Eriglqnd '  He  has.  Gentlemen, 
positively  asserted  this  >  and,  the  conclusion, 
according  to  hinv,  must  be,  that  the  majority- 
aforesaid  arose  purely  from  the  impulse  of 
conscience  in  the  honourable  gentlemen  com- 
posing it,  who,  of  course,  were  convinced 
that  Mr,  Brand's  motion  ought  riot  tO  pass, 
and,  that  the  late  ministers,  whom  they  had 
so  long  given  their  support  ta,  were;,  ^i  last, 
in  the  wrong. .  The  result  before-mentioned 
must,  too,  have  convinced  Mr.  Perr}^  that  he 
was  much  mistaken,  when  he  called  tlie  new 
ministers  **  adventurers  for  place,  without 
"  talents,  and  without  interest  in  the  coun- 
*'  try,  men  of  notorious  imbecility  and  fla- 
"  grant  subSer\*!eiicy  j'*  for,  if  thi^  descrip- 
tion had  been  true,  would  they  have  obtain- 
ed, in  the  very  first  divUion,  a  majority  over 
pien  of  such  great  talents,  and  that,  too.  you 
wUl  please  to  observe,  in  a  parliament  chosen 
so  very  fairly  and  freely,  i%  not  to  yield,  in 
this  respect,  to  any  parliament  ever  before 
chosen  in  England,^  Time  is  a  great  te^icher, 
and,  if  he,has  not  yel  sufficiently  instructed 
Mr.  Perry,  that  gentleman  will',  I  hope,  now 
iMMfe<ihe.4caiid<^U£  ^Q^haftk  j»g-ja>ttbIiiJ»Jjs  for 
the^Afto).ii iQA,  whJLfth; If rjde^ygy rvd .to  give 
:hiua^  fQl^Uipli«ie.itt£'\^^4»trovJeJ.to  p^^ 
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into  his  wounded  smil,  through  my  Redster 
of  the  4th  instant.  I  found  hini  alarmed  at 
the  prospect  of  a  dissohilion  ofthe*p;irriament ; 
1  found  bis  imaginafibri  disturbed  by  t^e  dread 
of  a  fetmtfnt ih  hrfeland,  where  he  api>e;aTed 
to  foresee,. that  the  people  would  risc'^Vti  a 
mass  ip  fSvour  of  ,thetate  triimsters ;  Ifoiind 
him  Ihoctttfat^'the'idea  bt  '^jj  corrupt  traffic 
"  in  borourifi;*'  i^^Kich,  as  he  asserted,  would 
be  TtfibTt^Sto",  t  ft>und'hhTt  seized  with 
horrot",  %t  t^)e  torospect  of  new  agitations  in 
Middlesek  and   Westminster  j  1  found  his 

nattluilhought 

ms  debate,**  to 

re  rise  araoni^st 

Vo  assuage  these 

purely  patriotic 

tertfions  to  con- 

pbjfe  ^Ikided-  to, 

brily  over  to  the 

would  not  be 

a  •  (and   I    wis 

to  remind  him) 

he  the  characre- 

wltli  the  brute 

creatfon'l'lhnt  these  faculties,  which  Were 

possfssetfi'hia  gi^^er  or  less  degree,  ^y  all 

men  Ibbt  ^hirf  nj)  in  a   rtlad- hoiise,   wer«, 

doubtto^,  |)<js^esscd  by  thfr  members  ofpnr- 

liamc^.tWhb,  I  besought  liiin  to  remember, 

were  neitih^i'  stbcks  nor  stones.     1  pointed 

out  ta  him  the  ihtiost  irresistible  powers  of 

eloquence,  cspcci.  'Jy  of  a  certain  sort,  em- 

ployerf;lfpon  fibliticians  of  a  certain  sisimp; 

and,  my  cdncluskm  was,  that  the  oppoitnni- 

ties  for  piitaw  itftfervK^ws,  for  the  sweet  con- 

veraebf  sooU;  Vfhjch  would  be  iflbrded  by  a 

prorogiittoh,  p^i'tleularly  during  the  summer 

montHirr  *he4l  tixif  Jaw-givers   would,    of 

coursei  telrre'  W  c^mwiune  with  wisdom  and 

conscienc<j' iti  sMitutle  ;  my  cr'.nchihion  was, 

that  sicli'oiipiJi-tUnUie*   miglit  lead  to  the 

producing,  m  t'Ve  mrtids  of  the  members,  or, 

at  least,  6fmanj^  of  tfaeii],'.l  way  of  thinking, 

which  wbuUindube  them  to  vbt9  for  the 

new  miittsters,  fespecialfy  as  these  latter  were 

tngaged  In  protecting  the  ropt  conscience 

from  Eolation,  a^oini  \vp6i\  which  wc  well 

know,  that  the  members  of  the  House  of 

Coiiunoris  are  nicer  in  the  extreme.    The 

«veDt  of  the  debate,  of  wliich  I  am  now 

a!x)Ot  to  attempt  an-  analysis,  has  proved, 

that  I  iftss  perfectly  right  5  or,  that,  if  I 

^rred  at  «H,  it  was  in  snpposing  that  aprcA*o- 

f  ition  was  iiiiceSsbtj' for  the  purpose  in  view) 

lur,  in  the  fchort  space  <tf  teq  days,  without 

scarcely  any  opportunities  for  the  sot\  powers 

of  persuasion  to  operate ;  without  any  tune  for 

rftiioient  or  cogiratioo ;  withoiU  any  othfr 

aid -than  that  of  their  uituitive  wisdom  and 

■tegrity,  their  .pct^kadty  and  durisioii  of 
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character,  they,  as  It  were  from  sudden  ii»spi- 
ration,  at  once  gave  their  votes  on  th«  side 
of  ih^  new  mhiisters.  Bat,  Gentlemen,  in 
place  of  thanking  me  for  having,  an^,  as- i¥ 
liow  appears,  with  such  correctness  of  rea- 
soning, endeavoured  to  quiet  His  fedrs  of  the 
effects  of  a  dissolution  ;  in  place  of  thanking  . 
me,  Mr.  Perr}'  has,  iu  his  (jbli«qae  ^vay^  most 
outrageously  abused  me,.  Nay,  which  must, 
I  think,  surprize  you  |;reatly,  he  has,  in  all 
|)ossible  ways,  expressed  his  disappoin^raeot, 
his  mortitication,  and  his  rage,  that  the  new 
ministers  have  obtained  a  majority  without 
a  disfiohition,  rather  than  which,  as  it  now 
ap))ears,  he  would  have  seen  the  dreaded 
•'  ferment  in  Irelai^d,"  and  even  the  much 
more  dreaded  "  jub'rlee  susjiension  of  a>itho- 
rity**  over  us  JacbbinS  and  Levellers  in  Mid- 
dlesex and  Westn-Muster.  leaving, Mr.  Per- 
ry, for  the  present,  we  will  now  proceed  to 
the  debate. 

Mr.  Fir and,  in  prcfncing,  his  motion,  is 
reported  u>  have   said  :    *'   When  he  per- 
'*  (*eivcd  th.it  pUdiios  had  been  demanded 
"  from  the  late  rnii)isters  which  were  dan- 
'*  g4?r(,ns  to  the  constitution,  inimical  to  th* 
''  iniiM'e^ts  of  the  rountry,  and  subversive"  of"** 
*'  the  prer()£ati\cs  ol'  tfie  crown,  he  felt  hihi- 
"  self  bourid  to  confine  his  motion  to  that 
".|v)int.     The /ricMre  to  his  majesty,  to  de- 
"  mand  from  his  ministers  a  written  pledge 
'*  that  tbev  would  abstain  frrm  givi^  him 
''  aflvice  upon  subjects  of  importance  to  tli© 
"  security  of  the  empire,  must  have  origin 
'^  nated  with  persons  who  had  no  regard  to 
*'  the  rights  of  that  house,  nor  the  preroga- 
*'  tives  of  the  erown.     His  majesty  had  full 
'*  discretion  to  di9mi«is  his  councillors,  and  fn 
*'  choose  others  in  their  place,  but  he  could     • 
"  litnit    the    range  of  advice  which  th^ 
*'  might  give  him,  and  for  which  tliey  were 
"  to  be  responsible  acccucHng  to  the  coiistf-  . 
**  tut  ion.     Where  were  they   to  Io«»k'  f6f 
"  responsibility  fdr  misrule,  mlsconrfii(^,^<>f  ' 
**  mismiinngetnent  of  the  pnbHc  a^lh^'  if' 
^'  such  a  pledge  were  to  be  given  >  ^WBci^ 
'*  was  blame  to  attach  for  gtiie\^nbes; Upbii     ' 
'*  which    minister!    might    litt vte  giv^fi'  li  = 
"  pledge,  not  to  gi^^  any  advite  to  his  md- 
*/  jcsty  ?    Ministers  might  be  men  of  great 
"^  character  and  eialred    name,  *btit  aftet 
'*  giving    such  a  pledge,   they  would  ii6t 
"  dare  to  advise  their  sovereign  bn  such 
"  subjects.     It  woirTd  not  be  befcomm^  in 
"  him  to  delineate  tlie  outlitie  of  tjlfe  con- 
"  stitutional  Miucfplesup<nttliis'jJ6int.'  Jf 
*'  tl^ey  weffe  ^doubtful,-  it  ttiighf  bp  ^WMw^ 
**  for  him  to  endeavdiir  to  ,ascertato  titem  ,^ 
"  but  these  principles  Vvc^re  adcrt^Ved;  reebg-: 
**  lii;:ed,  abd  sd^pftrted  bv  thfe'p^fjstltutidfaal 
"  law  of  tWlarrd.     m  oath  of  *a  pftv^ 
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**  coancillor,  as. reported    by  Sir  Edward 
^'  Coke,  bound  him  to  adfise  his  majesty  to 
*'  the  best  of  his  judgment  upon  all  malten 
"  connected  with  the  interests  of  his  realms, 
"  without  exception  or  partiality^  and  also 
"  with  secrecy,  and  not  to  publiish  by  word 
*'  o:  letter  what  passed  in  council.     The 
"  present  ^th,  which  was  only  a  translation 
*'  of  the  old  oath,  was  equally  binding  upon 
"  the  priiy  councillor.    But  if  a  privy  coun- 
**  cillor  was  to  subscribe  to  any  pledge  to 
"  restrain  his  advice,  he  would  sign  judg- 
'*  ment  upon  the  violation  of  his  oath  to  his 
"  king,    his  country,   and  his    God.     He 
"  would  be  ashamed  to  argue  what  be  con- 
*'  siclered  as  the  axiomatic  law  of  the  con-» 
"  stituiionj  bat  as  there  might  be  some 
**  who   mig^lit  admit  the  principle,  whilst 
"  they   advi<?ed   the  infraction   of  it,  who 
'^  might  allow  the  law  of  the  constitution, 
"  but  recommend  its  subversion,  he  thought 
'^  it  would  be  right,  to  declare  that  law^    He 
"  had  confined  himself  to  the   immediate 
*'  eflfects  and  future  dangers  of  the  proceed- 
"  ing  that  had  taken  pbce,  and   did  not 
*'  mean  to  go  into  any  consideration  of  the 
*'  measures  of  ih*  late  administration,  their 
"  atUnlion  to  the  lilertij  of  t/ie  subject,  and 
"  to  the  rights  and  comforts  of  the  people, 
"  nor  of  the  benevOtence  that  characterised 
"  their  act   for  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
'*  trade.    When    the    constitution  was  in 
"  danger,  he  thought  it  not  right  to  depart 
''  from  tlie  immediate  question,  and,  there- 
*'  fore,  should  conclude  with  moving.*'—— 
As  Mr.  Brand  did  not  think  proper  to  jgo 
into  any  account  of  the  '*  attention  which 
"  the  Jate  ministers  paid  to  the  liberty  of 
'^' subject i*   nor    will    we   lose    our    time 
in    endeavouring    to    find    out    what    the 
aholitwn    oj  the    Slave    Trade  could   pos- 
sibly have  lo  do  with  the  pledge  demanded  of 
tbe  kings  servants;  but,  I  cannot  refrain 
from  observing,  as  I  frequently  have  done 
before,  that  the  abolition  of  U)e  Slave  Trade 
will,   at  JbesJ,  do  no  good  to  the  people  of 
this  country,  except,  indeed,  in   the  way 
pointed  out  l^  Sir  Thomas  Turton,  that,  by 
throwing  the  trade  into   the  hands  of  the 
French,  we  might  thereby  the  sooner  fill  up 
the  measure  of  their  iniquity,  and,  of  course, 
bring  down  the  vengeance  of  heaven  upon 
them ;  an  idea  of  which  it  is  diiHcult  to  say^ 
whether  it  had  its  origin  in  legislative  wis- 
dom, christian  charity,  or  pious  devotion; 
but,  I  think,  it  will  bo  unanimously  agreed, 
that  Sir  Thvmir/s  is  a  way  of  fighting  thq^' 
French  perfecUy  original  j  and,  seeing,  that 
be  has  tak^n  op  the  affairs  pf  India,  f  really 
do  not  despair  of  hearing  him  propose  tp 
Mirotr  Mir  maniiold  sias  iu  that  cousiry  also 
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into  the  ipeasure  of  our  enemy^stransgres- 
sious.      To  conie  back  to  the  debate ;  I 
think,  that  Mr.  Brand,  if  the  above  report  cf 
His  speech  be  correct,  confounded  the  ofHce 
of  ptivy-counclUor  with  that  of  the  office 
of  minister,  or  servant  of  the  king.     At  th» 
time  when  Sir  Edward  Coke  wrote  his  fa- 
tnous  book  upon  the  laws  of  England,  tL# 
king  had  nothing  belonging  to  him  resem- 
bling in  the  most  distant  degree  what  wia 
now  call  a  ministry  5  and,  indeed,  it, was  not 
until  after  th< 
the  Whigs,  as 
in  a  body,  tha 
a  ministry  exi 
councillor  is  tc 
ters  whatever, 
hold  any  other 
not.     Tlie  pri\ 
eminence  is  c 
known  tothec( 
and   is,  perhaj 
parliament  itse 
tiling  quite  un 

and,  uiitil  verylate|}%  has  never  been  named 
in  the  parliament.     It  was  not  as  members 
'  of  the  privy  council,  that  thq.  Jting  demjuid- 
ed  a   pledge  of  the  late, n;|| platers.    Thcf 
were,  indeed,  members  u'f  yie  privy  coun- 
cil;  but,  there  are  forty,  or  more,  members 
of  that  council ;  and,  if  the  pledge  had  been 
demanded  of  them,  as  such,  it  wppld,   of 
course,  have  been,  by  implication,^  at  least, 
demanded  of  the  whole  of'  the  members  of 
the  council^,     But,  and  this  puts  the  matter 
in  a  light  not  to  be  'raisunders|fjod^  of  the 
late  ministers  it  was  demanded. jjp  SLjga  the 
pledge,  or  to  give  up  tjicir  plaf^eji.,'  Thgr 
refused  the  demand;  they  wejfp  dt'spivssed 
from  their  places;  but,  still  t^ictf  are^firivy^, 
councillors',  from  the  privy. council, they  a^ 
not  cfismissed ;    they'  may  ^till  give  tpeir 
advice,  as  privy  councillors,  upon  all  matttri 
whatever;  and  this  clearly  shows,  that  th^ 
pledge  was  demanded  of  theqi  iperely  ^s 
servants  of  the  king.     Whether  I hpy^  being 
also  privy  councillors^  could,  withoi^t  a  vio- 
lation of  their  pirivy  cooncillor's  oati^,  have 
given  the  pledge,  is 'another  matter,  but. 
Gentlemen,   as  the  n^inisters  had,  at  the  ,^ 
mere  suggestion  of  lh|e  king,  abandoned  the 
only  measure,  at  which  the  pledge  pointed  ;. 
as  they  had  given  Way  here,  as  they' had  ac- 
tually withdrawn  a  bill  which  thj^y  have  dc .-» 
clared  to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  the  safe- 
ty of  the  nation  ^  is  th^,  who  had  intro- 
cfuced  this  bill  amidst  the  applauses  of  ther 
House  ot  Commons,  could,  at  jjtie  bare  ex- 
pr/98sion  of  the  king's   disapprobation,  do 
this,  notwithstanding  their  oaths  as  privy 
cainciilors,  pod  oan  lordly  k€m»  why  they 
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should  lay  such  stress  upon  that  oath,  as  an 
obstacle  to  their  proposing  to  the  king  any 
other  such  measure  5  unles§,  indeed,  we  are 
Inclined  to  admit,  that,  so  curious  is  the 
nature  of  this  oath,  that  it  binds  you  to  ad- 
vise what  it  permits  you  to  abandon  the  very 
tiext  moment.     In  their  minute  of  councij, 
they  claim  a  right  to  submit  to  the  king 
whatever  measures  they  may  think  requisite 
for  the  good  of  the  country.     What  was  the 
vse  of  this  minute  ?     They  possessed   the 
right.    The  king  had  expressed  no  doubt  of 
ir^  and  the  minute  had  no  "meaning  at  all, 
if  it  did  not  mean,  that,  though  they  had 
abandoned  the  particular  measure  now,  they 
were  resolved  to  renew  it  again.     "  So  far 
'*  from  that,"  says  the  king,  ".  I  demand  of 
"  you  a  pledge,  that  you  never  will  renew  it 
**  agam.*'     This  pledge  they  cannot  give; 
their  oath  will  not  let  them  ;  but,  the  very 
jiame  oath  leaves  them  free  to  abandon  the 
measure  the  moment  they  have  advised  it, 
i€  tliey  find  it  grating  to  "  the  personal  feel- 
i^S^  ^f  ihe  king'*      Observe  here,  again, 
fhe  nice  discrimination  of  their  consciences, 
which  will  not  suifer  them  to  abstain  from 
■giving  advice,  on  accoutit  of  the  feelings  of 
tne  kin^;  but  which,  *for  the  sake  of  sparing 
those  feelings,  will  freely  suffer  them  to  pre^ 
vent  that  advice  from  having  any   effect. 
Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  should  havtf 
seen  no  necessity  for  the  adopting  of  Mr. 
Brand's  motion,  and  1  really  wonder,  that 
^h  a  motion  should  have  been  supported 
by  men,  who  had  expressed  such  extreme 
sensibility   towards  the  *'  feelings  of  their 
gracious  master,"  that  being,  1  tliink,  the 
phrase  recently  most  in  vogue  amongst  them. 
Jt  is  truly  astonishing  that  men,  who,  while 
in  place,  could,  out  of  pure  regard  for  the 
/eelings  of  the  king  withdraw  a  bill  from 
before  parliament,  which  bill  ihey  thought 
indispensably  necessary  to  the  safety  of  th« 
nation,  sliould,  the  moment  they  were  out 
iOf  place,  hate  supported  a  motion,  declaring 
that  which  the  king  had  demanded  to  bSe 
contrary  to  the  first  duties  of  his  ministers^ 
than  which  nothing  more  hostile  to  the  feel- 
ings of  tlie  king  could  I  think  well  have 
been  imagined. 

So  much  for  the  merits  of  the  question 
Before  the  House;  but,  there  were  some 
other  topics,  which  arose  during  the  debate, 
lipon  which.  Gentlemen,  I  must  request 
your  permission  to  offer  a  few  sliort  remarks, 
s\s  tending,  either  directjy  or  indirectly,  to- 
wards the  elucidation  of  the  great  point  which 
I  always  endeavour  to  k^p  in  view,  and 
in  which  alone  either  you  or  I '  have  any  real 
interest. — "  Mr.  Maurice  Fitzgekald 
**  was  of  o{)irM^  that  th«r#  was  pot  a  single 


*'  sentence  in  the  resolution,  nor  a  tlngU 

'*  part  of  tlic  conduct  of  ministers,  vhich 

'^  derogated  from  the  prerogatw^    of   ike 

**  crown.     If  the  prerogative  had  b«cn  in- 

*'  fringed,  it  had  been  infringed  by  those 

"  who  would  destroy  the  responsibility  offni- 

*'  nisters.  He  entered  into  an  examination  of 

*'  the  recent  proceedings  of  the  late  adminis* 

"  tration,   and  contemied,    that  had    tb^ 

"  acted  differently,  they  would  have  been 

"  guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  their  trust     II 

"  was  an  administration  of  talents,  of  con* 

"  sidoration,  and  possessing  the  confidenoi 

*'  of  the  country.     By  every  man  in  the  cm* 

''  pire,    therefore,  j,t  was  to   be  lamented, 

"  that  t,he  services  of  such  men  should  b«i 

'*  lost   to  th^  country.     He  described  tb6 

"  state  of  Ireland  as  very  hazardous,  dcprccat- 

*'  ed  the  total  ignoram^e,  andeven,  he  feared, 

"  the  apathy,  on  this  subject,  and  wished 

''  tliat  he  was  of  sufficient  importance  to 

"  rouse  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 

•'  consideration  of  this  question,  naroclyr 

''  whether  they  would  command  the  services 

"of  four    or  five  millions  of  people,    of' 

"  hazard  their  emniiy,' — This  speech,   al 

curtailed  by  the  reporters,  is  very  short,  but 

full  of  matter  3  and,  to  say  the  tnith,  those 

reporters  are  exceedingly  clever  and  judicious 

at  this  work  of  curtailing.     They  frequently 

sit  sweating  under  a  speech  of  several  hours  j 

and  then  down  they  ,  clap  all  the  substautia 

parts  of  it  in  half  as  mnt^y  mimites;  ipso* 

much  that  some  very  shrewd  men  have  bee^ 

of  opinion,  that  It  would  be  of  great  convex 

fiience,  if  the  several  orators  w  ere  to  com- 

itmne  with  the  reporters  before  hand  ;  but^ 

this  opinion^  if  acted  upon,  would  not  only 

put  an  end  to  parliamentary  oratory,  but 

would  very  little  comport  with  the  dignity  of 

cither  House,  and  we  know,  from  Pitt  and 

Lord  Howick,  that  that  is  an  object  of  great 

importance. ^Taking    Mn     Fitzgerald't 

points  in  their  due  order,  our  attention  is 
first  attracted  by  the  anxiety  expressed  by 
the  honourable  genJ-ieman,  lest  It  should  be 
thought,  that  the  motion  tended,  even  iti  the 
smallest  degree,  to  derogate /row  -the  pre^ 
rogative  oj  the  crvan ;  and,  we  have,  indeed, 
observed;  from  th^  beginning  to  the  end  (^ 
the  discussions,  both  in  doors  and  out  of 
doors,  relating  to  the  disnussion  of  the  mi* 
nisters,  th^  most  earnest  solicitude  on  their 
part,  and  on  the  part  of  their  partisans,  tq 
deny,  that,  in  any  respect  whatever,.  Mey 
were  not  sulwissdve  enough  to  the  king. 
"  They  did,"  said  Mr.  Perry,  ''  they  did 
"  withdraw  the  biU  tlie  moment  they  found 
"  it  unpleasant  to  the  king^.  They  did  not 
"  wish  for  parliament  to  controul  his  wilL 
''  We  «iert,  W9  hldly  assert/*  ^ra^',  9b"" 
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serve  tbe  fxtent  of  this   boldness),  '*  we  j  and  there  was  the  ultimate  and  complete 
bo/diy  assert,  that  the  ministers,  in  the  1  effect  of  the  responsiljility.     Now,  none  of 


•'  minute  of  council,  did  720/  dakn  the  right 
^'  of  submitting  to  parliament  such  mea- 
**  sures  as  they  might  deem  indLs|>cn8ably 
**  necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  nation,  but 
*^  #0  ike  king  only  5"  and,  this  was  tlie  bur- 
den of  Lord  Howick*s  famous  complaint ; 
Jjc  complained,  that  he  and  his  colleagues 
liad  been  scandalously  misrepresented  by  a 
news-paper  Hhelier  (mark,  and  remember 
the  terrible  word) ;  and,  what  was  this 
^andalous,  this  libellous  misrepresentation  ? 
Why,  that  Lord  Howick  and  his  colleagues 
(all  members  of  parliament,  observe)  had, 
in  words,  asserted  their  right  to  submit  to 
parliament  whatever  measures  they  might. 


your  shuffling,  Mr.  Perry  5  here  we  have 
you  fast ;  get  out  of  the  hobble  if  you  can. 
Of  that  universal  Lamentation  ^  which 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  talks  of,  as  arising  front 
the  dismission  of  the  late  ministers,  and 
of  the  apathy  which  he  perceives  to  exist 
upon  the  subject  of  that  dismission,  which 
are,  doubtless,  perfectly  reconcileable  in  his 
mind,  we  will  speak,  after  we  have  spent  a 
moment  or  two  in  admiration  of  the  asto- 
nishing efiect,  which  he  seems  to  suppose 
the  bill  recently  withdrawn  would  have  pro- 
duced; no  less  than  that  of  commanding 
the  services  of  four  or  Jive  mOHons  of  peo- 
ple. Now,  though  1  cannot  possibly  see 
from    tin>e    to  time,    deem  indispensably  i  any  harm  that  the  bill  would  have  done,  ex* 


necessary  to  the  safety  of  the  country.  This 
was  the  libellous  misrepresentation  of  them, 
who  bad  only  asserted  their  right  to  submit 
iuch  measures  to  the  king  alone,  being  ready, 
of  course,  to  abandon  them,  if  they  found 
them  unpleasant  to  him.  Against  thismis- 
representation  it  is  that  they  have  so  laboured 
to  deff  ?id  themselves  in  the  e^es  of  Endivh- 
raen,  whom  they  are,  nevertneless^  surpriz- 
ed to  find  totally  indifferent  as  to  their  fate, 
——With  regard  to  the  effect  which  the 
pledge  would  have  had  in  "  destroying  the 
♦'  responsibility  of  ministers,"  as  the  speech 
before  us  seems  to  apprehend,  that  would  be 
an  alarming  evil  indeed !  We  have  seen 
how  real,  how  efficient,  how  active  this 
responsibility  it  in  practice,  and  Mr.  James 
Perry  has,  within  this  week  or  two,  given 
ns  the  mc^em  theory  of  it,  which  is  this, 
that  "  resolutions  of  censure,  and  impeach- 
"  ments,  arenow  become  obsolete  j  that  they 
•'  can  never  have  place  but  in  the  feverish  fits 
"  of  the  constitution  ,•  and  that,  when  the 
"  constitution  is  in  its  healthfu I  st2te,  the  real 
*'  responsibility  of  ministers  consists  m  this, 
**  that,  wiien  they  lose  the  confidence  of 
"  parliament,  they  must  quit  their  places'^ 
And  that  is  all !  That  is  the  whole  history 
of  the  famous  responsibility,  of  which^  we 
have  heard  so  much,  and  which  Mr.  Maurice 
Fitzgerald  is  afraid  would  be  destroyed  by 
the  precedent  of  ministers  giving  a  pledge 
to  the  king  not  to  offer  him  advice  contrary 
to  his  wishes.  If  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Perry 
be  the  right  doctrine ;  and,  we  may  pre- 
aume,  that  it  is  the  doctrine  of  my  Lord 
Howick  and  his  colleagues,  what  will  the 
nation  lose  by  the  destruction  of  this  re- 
sponsibility >  Besides,  we  now  see  that  the 
thing  is  going  on  at  full  swing  j  for  the  late 
ministers  lost  the  confidence  of  parliament, 
as  it  has  been  proved,  clearly  proved,  upon 
.  the  last  diviBion  j  they  lost  their  places  too; 


cept  that  of  gaining  those  who  joined  with 
the  Pitts  in  order  to  stifle  your  voice  at  the 
last  election  5  though,  the  gaining  of-  them 
some  degree  of  unmerited  support  is  all 
the  harm  that  I  can  see  it  possible  for  the 
bill  to  have  produced,  1  can  really  s^e  no  good 
that  it  could  have  done,  or  that  any  other 
than  a  mere  visionary  projector  could  ha\'e 
anticipated  from  it.  **  Four  or  five  millions 
of  people !"  Why,  including  even  the  in- 
fants in  embryo,  the  Roman  Catholics  in  this 
kingdom  do  not  amount  to  more  than  about 
three  milHont;  and,  I  think,  it  may  be  safie- 
ly  affirmed,  tUatj  of  those  three  millions,  not 
three  thousand,  at  the  very  utmost,  wotdd 
have  thanked  the  king  for  acceding  to  the 
measure-  proposed.  *'  To  tranquillize  Ire-^ 
land,**  indeed  !  Tranquillize  two  or  three 
millions  of  half-starved,  half- naked,  half* 
barbarous  people !  To  the  principle  of  the 
bill  1  have  nothing  to  object ;  but,  to  ascribe 
to  it  such  amazing  practical  effects  is,  sure* 
ly,  most  strangely  to  exaggerate.  I'he  stat^ 
of  Ireland  is,  indeed,  full  as  alarming  as  the 
late  ministers  now  describe  it ;  though  we 
cannot  but  recollect,  how  earnestly  they  de- 
precated all  discussidn  upon  the  subject,  and 
even  all  allusion  to  it,  no  longer  tlian  about 
four  months  ago.  But,  the  discontents,  the 
heart-burnings  of  Irefand,  are  not  to  be  cu- 
red by  such  means.  The  giving  the  Irish 
Catholics  what  is  called  complete  emancipa- 
tion would  not,  in  my  opinion,  allay  those 
discontents  for  an  hour  amongst  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  though  it  might  gratify 
and  even  pacify  a  few  of  the  pfincipal  per- 
sons of  that  sect.  Since  I  have  understood 
any  thing  of  the  matter,  I  have  r^lways  re- 
mained convinced,  that  Ireland  stands  in 
need  of  something  ver}'  different  from  a  law 
merely  to  enrich,  or  ennoble,  a  few  scores  of 
men.  It  is  the  whole  state  of  Ireland  ;  it  is 
tht' system  of  goi^erning  Ireland^  that  ail 
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men,  yfhitd  ihe^  spetk  tbeir  minds,  sa^r 
ougbt  to  be  chai)gecl*  Toreiuse.the  uath  of 
supremacy  is  the  ineve  «test  of  discoiiteDt  at 
^her  ihii4».  The  pcrsou* HfJio  retuse  wotikl 
h^O'^Qine  other  test,  if  they  bad  not  that.  If 
'  the  Pope  iiitmch'  were  installed  in  Ii*eJand> 
the  jktti6  ^stem  of  rule  still  contiuuiiig, 
tho«e'Wh&  now  ceFntetid  fcir.his  sopremacy, 
^-^old  (iorbbtrie  against  him.  Th&feeliugft 
of  the  pe6iile  of  lr5and  are  those  ol'a  people 
Dppreoed  hy,  tlieir  conquerors;  but,  these 
(eelidge  arb  not  of  recent  origin.  All  that 
they  have  iKid  at  the  hands  ot  the  present 
king,  ait  any  rate,  is  concession.  They  are 
oppreiised  by  numerous  ills,  ariiiog  from  va- 
Ttouft  caosea ;  and,  to  sappose,  that  these 
•could  be  cured  by  heigfataiiug  tbt  ladder  of 


promolidn  far  a  few  ofHcers  in  the  Army  '  Hhe  throne,  woul4  .strengtben  .ami  coutir^n 


'    aiid'Na]^i»,.in.nay  opinion,  absurd.    One  of 

nXto  levita  in  the  ^tate  of  Ireland^  and  one, 

tQO»  oi  the  nK»st  mischkvoos  tendency,  is, 

(hijltigrtmt  nam^residence  €fJke  PrtUesiant 

derfy  ;  £or,  eteo  here  in  England  I,  for  my 

Ki#  know  of  few  things  so  ^ting  to  tbe 
rt  of  man  aa  the  being  compelled  to  yield 
One-ttti^h  part  of  the  produce  of  his  fields  to 
^earich,  or,  at  least,  support  a  person,  who 
jj^ght  to  be  omtinuallr  resident  in  the  ys^ 
tMh,  but  who  never  snows  hb  face  in  it. 
^U  is  a  point  upon  which  Mr.  Perceval 
itatids  virtually  pledged ;  and,  unless  be  h^s 

'  tb«  san^  way  of  getting,  rid  of  hia  pledges  a^ 
Mt.  Sheridan  and  Lord  Howicjk  and  Mr. 
Whitbitead  and  Ii>rd  Erskine  had,  be  will 

'  '  toi^dy  do  stMnething  in  tiiis  way.  (f  lie  can 
enforce  re^deocein  Ireland;  or*  if  be  oQly 
4oes,  m  Ireland,  what  his  bill  o(  last  ye^r 

M  ^Yrbich  our ff iej|>da,  t^r^ormen,  threw  out) 
^rbposed  to  ^in  Bngladd,  he  will  do  niore 
towards  'the  tranqn'dlizing  of  that  coutttry^ 
'  thau  bat  ever  yet'  been  done,  or  atteippted  to 
jbidctfie^    That  is  the  path  ibr  him  to  pro^- 

'  ceecMny  a«d  not  in  that  of  '*  exirofircHndry 
^3fetHons  of  iha  Iqti /*'  for,  he  may,  I  think, 
connt  \xpm  rt  as  a  certfliuty,  that  eveiy  Hucb 
Exertion  will  be  an  eiertion  in  favour  of 
Ftiance.  1,  for  my  pMrt,  do 'not  think  that 
mei<e  religWs  conoesstoni  tb  *  the  Ronian 
Catholicf  would  db  any  good.'  'Experience 
^a&  proved,  that  tfaey  have  done  no  good  hi-r 
tberto;  but,  that,  in  the.  present  state  of 
jSorope,  leaving  joatice  and  numanitjr  oiit  of 

"   the  question ,  policy  calls  for  something  to  be 

i^ODe  iat  Ireland  nobody  will  deny.    It  is 

qmteiiseleM  to  call  the  Irish  by  hard  names, 

tc  revile  theiti.as  makontenta  and  rebels; 

there  they  are,  they  are  pretty .  msar  to  us, 

^^and^as  we  cannot  make  ihem  cfaae  to  exist, 

we  must  either  induce  them  io  love  us,  or 

make  up  our  minds  to  have  tbeir  hatised  with 

-     «i)  its  possible  andprqb^bte  con^e^yiences.  A 


l$6S 

correapondeirt  of  mine,  afier  havliig  very 
ably  described  the  noa-efi^cieiM^  of  the 
bill  in  question,  proposes,  as  a grai»d"i'<cmedy 
lor  the  evils  existing  in  Ireland,  to  send  Mr. 
Hastings^  of  all  m«i  living,  to  be,  (be  vice- 
roy o(  that  countrj: !  To  this  I  sboold  object, 
because  that  gentleoian  was  .tl^  rukr  of 
ahvea  onee  iu  his  life  time.  Buf,  it  is  not  iii 
Ireland,  any  more  than  h^e,  ibHt.41  change 
of  rulers  is  wanted  ^  it  is  ji  change  in  the 
system  of  rule,  by  wbidi  1  do  liOt^mean.  a 
change  in  (he  nameor  tlieiotnt.pf  the  go^ 
vernoieut ;  but  a  cliange  in  the  maotier  of 
conducting  iti  and  especially  iajthp  oaanntr 
of  raising  and  expending  the  puhiic-ioonfy  ^ 
and  which  change,  so  far  from  iaifNitripg  the 
cx>nBtituti9ual  streugih  and  peiyp^nency  of 


tliem.  This  it  is  that  is  wanted.  This 
work,  which  is  not  the  work  of  a.day^  onoi 
well  leguH  oi$ly,^all  our  apprtfhens^o^;^  an4 
dreadful  apprehensions  tlney  arir,  about  Ire- 
land, would  be  ai  an  end  ^  but,  uutes&.soaK>< 
thing  iu  this  w^^  be  attempted^  we  mj  con- 
sider as  mere  subli  minted  revenes  ^U  the  talk 
about  **  extractiug  tJie  ineaos  of  (iefencq 
**  fron^  the  bowels  of  disconteut,.'*r^~Si& 
TuoicAS  TuRTbN>  who,  though  he  has  ta- 
ken in  band  the  questions  respecting  Mar- 
quis W^llesley,  found  time  to  T^j^tpt  upon 
the  subject  of  the  debate  before  tijS,  said, 
that  *'  the  late  ministers  had  talked  a  Kood 
*'  deal  aboQt  jpledges  to  the  Catholics, 
"  though  they  had  not  hesitated  to  postpone 
"  the  redemption  of  their  tnai]^  'other 
'*  pledges,  such  as  tliat  for  a  parliamentary 
*f^  rtform,  &c.  8^c  &c,  &c. Jfc" — —This 
WAS  the  blow.  Gentlemen,  and  not  the  less 
severe  oti  account  of  the  hand,  from  which 
it  came*  Well  must  you  remember,  Gen- 
tlemei^  these  pledges.  Well  must  you  ne- 
member  the  descriptions  which  the  l^^e  mi* 
nisters,  the  famous  Whigs,  gave  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  as  at  present  ooostito^ 
ted.  Ctften  'have  I  bad  the  book  of  ^beir 
speechW  thereon  before'  xbe^  9f^n  have  I 
taken  up  the  pen  to  make  exf  r^K^  ^om  it  $ 
but.  as  often  hare  I  dropped  it  agw,  and 
with  still  itching  fingers,  thne^.a^jmy  the 
book  oflemptation,  when  I  ircaopUeqted,  tliat 
Pitt,  whose  ainduct  and  cbaract^  they  have, 
since  ibey  succeeded  to  hljk  ppwef^  to  con* 
stantly  eulogised,  sayr  prosf^utf^  fqr  sedi- 
tion^, and  evoe  for  tf^iaeon,'  tibpse,  who,  as 
the  jtidge  hioMielf  diecla]:;^^.j^d  o^y  en- 
deavoured to  efiffct  fuith  9  MQXffx  as  Pitt 
had  asserted  to  beahtf^lutj^y  n^c^^ii^y  to  the 
preservation  of  any  vl^hiijg  like  Jjbiprty  m 
Enghind.  Yes,  Gen^l^ooie.i),  Sic  Thomas 
Turton  struck  them  to  the  heaft..  It  was  so 
good^  so'  sweet  to  the  earv  ot  u$,  wio  had 
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f«k  tbe  cifeets  of  thtir  irefomi'mg  Sf>irU  b4 
Wettmiiwter  and  i&  Hampshire,    to    hehr 
4lim'remit}ded  of  thin  their  grt-at  asid  for- 
feited pledge.    And  to  liear  it  come,  too, 
iml    tny&i    any    of     our    brethren,     the 
JtfCt^ms    and    LevellCTs,   but  Ircmi  a  Pit- 
tite,  from  fl   partizan  #>f  that  **  Ulustrious  j 
shitesnian/'  from  '*  a  friend  of  govern menr>  j 
of  sockll  order, -and  of  oar  ho\y  reJijj(ion,"  as   | 
the  pbrafee  «  wkb John  Bowk»6«md  Redhead 
Yorke.     If  altmniseof  feeling  wa«  not  gone^, 
hov7  tmist  tliey  La)^tt  f«^)t  at^  that  moment! 
Maktqg  the  change  of  a  word  or  two  in  the 
eaidaaution  of  the  fallen  W<iolji©y,    iliey 
iiMMt  have  said  in  their  hearts  i  <*  had  w« 
"  hot  sef%'ed  the  people  witlj   btrt  lialf  a« 
••  I9<ich  zeti  as  w©  have  enlogixed  Piit,  th<?y 
*'  would  not  thus  have  treated  un  !n*lhe 
*'  wmm  of  oar  forinnes."     Here  is  their 
Ip^eat  sio,  dnd  here,  too,  is  the  real  cause  of 
thek  ML    Mr.  Fitzg^raid  sterns  to  rhinki 
that  their  disniission  has  spread  uniuenal  la* 
mmniaiiQnfW&c  the  country;  and  yet  he  la-* 
meats  (|he  <kpalhjf  that  prevails.     Not  om 
eensibb  aod  disinterested  man  Ifltneoti  tSieir 
fil\\    and  the  apathy  U  complete  indeed. 
The  change  has  been  productive  of  much 
exycation,  on  the  one  side,  ^  of  much  elm* 
gna^  ou  the  other,  and  of  onprecedented  bit- 
terness amongst  place- men 'and  placeWinnt^ 
ers,  ^nd  also  amongst  a  few  honest  wdi^ 
who  yet,  from  habit  rather  than  frwn  rea- 
soo,  lend  their  lungft  pr  their  pens,  to  .oud 
party  or  the  other  j  but,  amongkt  the  people 
at  large,  it  has  produced  neither  tor  row  nor 
pleabar(^,  and  the  only  feeling  thot  has  arisen 
fimm  it  has  been  merely  that  o€  a  nK>naei^t3jy 
MtisfrK^tion  at  seeing  the  Iftte^niniuers  pu* 
J^hhivi,  and  that,  too,  in  the  most  mppn^riatt^ 
of   all  way,s,  for  their  "jjoliticat  Bpostacyi 
their  eulogizing  of  Pitt,  and  their  mockery  ^ 
of  the  country  tor  eecpectmg  tbsra  to  adt  op 
to  their  professions.    They  now  tell  us^  af- 
ter aU  their  twenty  years  ii  professions  and 
df  pledges  5  after  alb  the  hopes^  which  they 
«xdted  witb  respect  to  a  reform  of  abuses, 
atid  ian  amendment  in  -our  internal  situa- 
tto&,  mclcKfiof  every  thing  that  is,  or  that 
otight  ixy  bej  dear  to  Us  $  they  now  tell,  us 
that  ihey  bid  j  when  they  came  into  power^ 
two  ^eat  objects  ip  view ;  and  what  t^ere 
thes^Z  fbrsooth>  but  the  rnUmng  of  peace 
io  ira^lled  Emrppet  and  the  abolition  of  the 
itape  trade,  than  which  the  reduction  of 
one  single  flkieenre  place,  the  relieving  us 
from  one  tingletax-gatherer,  would  be,  be- 
jond  atf^  c^ap^rison,   of  more  importance 
tons,      tiorw  aie  we  to  restore  peace  to 
croi]bled<Ei!rrope  ^    The  scourge  is  sweeping 
ov^  add  -sVeep  it  wt}),  io  spite  of  us;  and, 
ib  to  th«  abpllliou  of  the  >lave-trcde,  allow- 


iiip{ittobofr:'go«»d;'whieb  I4etii7,.it  is  not 
&  good  vffi^  u£f  who  bsaim,  besides*! >8fnong.st 
Mirown  ttoomryiDaD  and  oiurown^MK^lour  of 
«kHi,  4i  s«nHci«ocf  of  objects,  for- ^i)«u>-com« 
passion,  the  uumbfr  of  olir  Kngiisb  paupers 
being  three  times  «b  gceat  as  iIh»  DURlber  of 
sJa\^es  in  siU  oar  West-lmli^  Isblkds^  Aye,  * 
(kntiemen,  «he»  fwere  tMlwo  great  objects 
that  they  had  in  view,  and  it  foritukately 
hap]>etied  that  by  neither  of  ihem^  would 
any  place  or  emoluiiiettt  have  been 'pouched, 
nor  any  source  of -coruupt  influent  dwi  up, 
or  diminished.  It  is  so. good,  u  is  so  just, 
that,  a^eraillkfirprartes  of  Flitt/,; after  all 
tireir  uBcdled-for  praises- of  .his .jiiwenjkes  and 
hraohaniDt^r^  after  all  their  aiwadoDm^nt  of 
the  |Kopk^  iheji  slapuhl  have  'b^en  taunted 
with  their  apdstnoy  bjr  Ac  iEm\(m  them- 
selves. Had^vthcf  >b«n -tnifrlO'ttaiUL  pro-  » 
mises,.  had 'they  made  a  stand  «ip<Nl)Somo 
nieasute  foe  cIml  relief  al\ the p^)e»^ior  for 
the  ratlo^tion'  of  thoea>  rtfph^'i^fryvbich 
they  fiinqerly  ta]kediSOiisiph,)t|^.ix)deed, 
waiiid4Jiere  byve  been '^univeBrs^^iieuta- 
^'  tion'at  ih^ir  diaimsttont;.  b^trMnl  bill, 
upon. wh ioh  Ihe^  split,  enm  »lpposing»theni 
not  tohaveoib^odcped  St;j>u,^8>  no  siM^bmea- 
aare :  it  was-  a  tsieasiim)  which  YTjOful^  not 
have  bectj  f<dt  by  us,  while  -  it  ^qMt  have 
added  to  tbeir  own  iujfliuenQe.>*  'Not.Al^ingle 
measure,  in  thekview,  of  it;  did.  ttojr  pro- 
pose, fairoQrable  tovther  people .;  for  even 
^heir potting  aslof)  t0:.new  tax«$  uli^,  by 
them*  inteiided  to^4)^r^toale..ti)i9  s^Aiem  of 
funding  and  taxiug^i.  (j^'sU  t^s  tlMtj^wero 
weft  asrare^r  but  the)r  ^ac^fiied  at  nMHilisap* 
pointmetit^  movti&eBUoa^  aildt  indigi^tion, 
to  «^)kh.w»>dared  bdI:,.*  and  yet  dal^  not, 
give  utterancein  sdi table •  tefntt;  Tl^y  said 
in  their  hearts,'  *'  iet  tinsnifaiiMy.  kt  their 
''  angerconsooiethemi  wfehsM  jtAkftrPitts, 
*'  as  ftiuch  »<  evnr,  buft^.^b  hale  tbtni  as 
'^  rinds  foripowef  and  etranlupiMPt^.fwd  not 
''  as  we  hate  tlipae^ .  wild  woiodd Ml^r  up 
"  corruption  by:  ihe^veryinio^s/*  ,^>ircely 
were  tli^y  seated  in;  their  i  plaoes^  wlHni  wa 
heard  tliem  begftt>  t^  talk  qf  their  di^egard 
of  **  popular  «/<mo«r,**^  «f  titeir  Mtoiution 
to  do  their  daty>  f^  licedles»  of  what  unr 
"  reasonable  men  'might.  Ukink  of  them ;" 
and  their  chief  supporter,  Mr.  Paitry,  has 
treated  us  with  seveia)  very  serioua-diser ra- 
tions upon  thedapger  of.  listening  ^  wild 
tlieoretic  men,  who  kooisi  RathAog  of  the 
dllftcxUtles  whiish  tboso-  htote  to  ov0rcome 
who  are  burdeikd  with* . the  j  management  of 
stata^  afSatfB^  Tlie  growdi  of  whvlesofne  re- 
foimisy  av&haafiebaan  told,  hkethai«of  the 
oak>  ^9n  and  sure ;  and  that  i^one  but 
fli;xightl«ssv  hot-headed  men  could  expect 
••  hi«  Mojesiy's  govemmant"  (tor  that  is  a 
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very  fashionable  phrase)  to  do  evet^  thing  at 
once.  No :  we  knew  they  could  not  do 
every  tiling  at  once ;  nay,  we  might  have 
excused  them  for  soqie  part  of  what  they 
did  net  do  5  but,  for  their  doubling  of  the 
income  tax,  while,  at  the  same  time,  they 
added  enormously  to  the  pensions  of  the 
'  Royal  Family  and  exempted  the  king's  fund- 
ed property  from  the  opeiJ^^of  the  in- 
come tax  5  for  these  and  ibr  ^many  other  of 
their  acts  of  commission,  and,  above  all 
others,  for  their  incessant  praises  of  Pitt  and 
his  system,  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  find 
an  excuse.  To  praise  Pitt  and  the  Pitt  sys- 
tem of  taxation  and  of  funding,  to  vote 
the  payment  of  his  debts  expressly  upon  the 
score  of  his  fnm/5,§was  so  galling,  so  cruel> 
80  outrageous  an  insult  to  us,  who  had  sup 
ported  them  for  the  very  cause  that  they  at- 
tacked that  same  Pitt  and  that  same  system, 
that  it  is  not  in  the  heart  of  man  to  forgive 
it.  How  justly,  how  fitly,  are  they  punish- 
ed, overthrown  as  they  are,  not  by  us,  but 
by  the  followers  of  Pitt,,  who  revile  them, 
too,  for  kaving  attempted  to  do,  though  In 
a  smaller  degree,  that  which  Pitt  himself  at- 
tempted to  do !  If  they  had  begun  by  a 
steady  adherence  to  their  pledges  5  if  they 
had  said,  *'  have  a  little  patience,  and  we 
*'  will  perform  all  that  we  promised  you  ;" 
had  they  made  a  hcginning  only,  we  should 
have  been  patient.  But,  no ;  they  sco^d 
at  us.  They  told  ns  of  nothing  but  their 
power }  and,  by  their  acts  they  showed, 
that  they  praised  Pitt's  system,  because  they 
found  it  to  suit  their  purpose.  There  is  a 
singular  fitness  in  the  whole  of  their  punish- 
Rient.  The  IVellesleys  form  a  part  of  their 
snccessors*  let  Mr.  Paull  complain  no 
more.  He  is  amply  avenged  on  them  for  all 
their  treatment  of  him  and  his  cause.  They 
took  the  Pitts  to  their  bosom.  All  those, 
who  Were  willing  to  be  subservient  to  them, 
they  embraced  with  eager  arms ;  and  these 
Pitts  it  is  who*  have  now  crushed  them,  not 
forgetting  to  revile  them  for  the  forfeiture 
of  their  pledges  to  us,  the  people  of  Eng- 
land. 

This  appropriate  hit  of  Sir  Thomas  Tur- 
ton  has  led  me  to  wander  so  far  from  the 
debate,  that  I  hardly  know  where  I  left  off^. 
1  must,  Iwjwever,  return  to  it ;  for  there 
are  fieveral  points  remaining  unnoticed  ;  and, 
besides,  it  would  be  unpardonable,  and 
would  certainly  subject  me  to  a  charge  of  in- 
attention to  •*  dignity/*  were  F  to  pass  over 
the  speech  imputed  to  my  lord  Hov\  ick. 

But,  first,  let  us  notice  the  speech  of 
Mr.  Romilly,  the  late  Solicitor  Cieneral, 
apparently  a  \'ery  able  man,  and,  by  iill  ac- 
G  untj  a  man  of  excellent, principlci.     He 


POLITICAL  REGISTER.— £e«cr  to  the  [syx 

said,  '^that,  to  choose  his  own  ministers  is. 


'*  no  doubt,  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
**  By  that  prerogative  the  king  can  call  any 
'*  man  he  pleases  to  his  councils.  Even  a 
*'  man  in  whom  that  house  has  no  confix 
^'  dence.  He  may  call  to  his  service  a  man 
*'  who  has  been  convicted  by  that  house  of 
*'  a  gross  violaiion  9/  the  law,  who  has  been 
*'  brought  to  trial  and  acquitted  ;  but  so  ac- 
*'  quitted,  that  not  one  of  his  powertnl 
^'  friends  in  that  house  had  ever  yet  vdotiired 
"  to  move  the  rescinding  of  the  resolntions 
''  which  stood  against  him  ;  who  could  not 
*'  come  into  the  other  house  of  parliament 
^  without  reading  in  the  looks  of  meA 
**  around  him  the  sentence  passed  upon 
''  him,  and  who  must  still  have  resoancyog 
•*  in  his  ears  the  Words,  **  guilty  j  upon  my 
*•  "  honour'*  But  then  the  ministers  were 
"  responsible  for  that  exercise  of  the  pre- 
"  rogative,  otherwise  the  constitution  WB» 
*'  no  more :  ihe  king  would  be  absolute, 
"  and  the  House  of  Commons  lose  its  dear^ 

*'  est  privileges.** What,    then,  do  tfa* 

dearest  privileges  of  the  House  really  con- 
sist in  a  right  of  demanding,  at  the  hands  of 
some  one,  an  account  of  the  king's-  cboico 
of  his  servants  ?  Is  this  their  dearest  privi* 
kge  ?  Verily'  it  is  one  of  very  little  impor<* 
tance  to  the  people.  That  the  speech  before 
us  aimed  at  Lord  Melville  there  am  be  ncK 
doubt  i  but,  as  often  as  such  alluuoDt  aro 
made  by  the  Whigs,  so  often  will  I  remind 
them,  that  they  voted  the  payment  of  Pitt's 
debts,  expressly  upon  the  score  of  his  merits, 
and  that  they  have,  from  the  day  they  cam« 
into  power,  been  constantly  eulogizing  the 
character  and  conduct  of  Pitt,  who,  all  the 
world  must  dgree,  was  a  full  participator  in 
all  the  acts  attributed  to  Lord  Melville. 
What  did  Lord  Melville  do  ?  What  was 
proved  against  him  ?  Why,  that  he  suflfer- 
ed  the  pubHc  money  to  be,  for  a  time,  diver- 
ted from  the  service  of  the  public,  and  used 
for  the  profit  of  individuals.  Well,  and  wa« 
it  not  proved  to  the  House,  upon  the  oaths 
of  good  witnesses,  that  Pitt  was,  during 
the  time  that  Lord  Melville  so  acted,  appri- 
zed of  it  ?  Nay,  was  it  not  also  proved, 
that,  tu  one  particular  instance  he  himself 
look  40  thousand  pounds  of  the  naval  mo- 
ney, and  lent  it  to  Boyd  and  Benfield,  two 
members  of  the  then  parliament,  without 
interest,  without  consulting  his  colleagu^^ 
and  also  without  causing  any  minute  to  be 
made  of  the  transaction  ?  Forty  thousand 
pounds  of  this  very  money  he  lent  to  two 
of  his  loan- contractors  to  enable  them  to 
make  good  their  bargain  j  forty  thoasand 
pounds  of  the  public  money,  without  intc*- 
rest,  to  tuable  t^'o  jjuembers  of  parliament 
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to  lend  that  money  to  the  poor  public  itself, 
which  public  had  to  pay  \interesi  for  the  use 
of  itt  own  money  so  lent  to  it !  All  this 
the  Whtgs  well  knew ;  they  had  it  before 
them  upon  oath  5  and  what  did  they  do  ? 
"What  did  these  lorers  of  justice,  these  talk- 
ers about  responsibility  do?  Why,  they 
supported ;  nay  they  proposed  a,  bill  of  in- 
demnity  far  the  conduct  of  Pitt,  and  for 
that  bill  they  unaninoously  voted  in  that 
tame  House  of  Commons,  where  they 
were  then  moving  articles  of  impeachment 
against  Lord  Melville !  What  was  the  cause 
of  this  ?  Why,  it  is  now  known,  that  they 
pfere,  at  that  time,  negociating  with  Pitt  for 
a  share  of  tkepotvers  and  emoluments  of  of* 
fice ;  and  imless  the  powers  d  Lord  Mel- 
ville was  destroyed,  there  was  no  room'  for 
them.  Lord  Howick  says,  as  we  shall  pre- 
sently see,  that  no  influence  of  government 
was  exerted  against  Lord  MelvilUe.  No  3 
the  Whigs  had  no  motive  for  it  after  they 
were  in  power  j  and  so  great  is  my  opinion 
of  tlieir  christian  charity,  that  I  really  be- 
lieve they  fgoiced  at  his  acquittal.  After 
the  bill  of  in<kmnity  for  the  conduct  of  Pitt, 
I  became,  as  the  public  may  remember,  very 
cool  with  respect  to  the  case  of  Lord  Mel- 
ville} for  I  held  it  to  be  partiality  of  the 
basest  description  to  take  advantage  of  po- 
pular opinion  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  him 
down^  wh'de  Pitt  was  not  only  suffered  to 
escape,  but  was  complimented  and  praised 

by  the  pursuers. These  Whig*  do,   I 

know,  accuse  me  of  impatience,  and  I  con- 
fess, that  I  am,  in  some  Cases,  impatient  5 
but  of  this  bad  quality  they,  at  any  rate, 
have  no  reason  to  complain,  as,  I  think,  the 
public  most  be  convinced.  But  Uie  public 
know  very  little  of  my  forbearance.  At  the 
time  jQst  mentioned,  I  remon<itrated  with 
them  in  private;  through  an  inftiUible  chan- 
ixel ;  P  represented  to  them  the  impolicy  as 
well  as 'the  Injustice  of  tlieir  proceedings  5 
at  every  stage  of  their  political  apostacy  I 
endeavoured,  in  the  most  earnest  and  yet 
tnost  respectftil  manner,  to  prevent  that 
which  has  finally  product  their  overthrow, 
and,  having,  after  they  came  into  power, 
obtained  an  audience  of  Mr.  Fox,  I  repre- 
sented to  him  the  inevitable  consequence  of 
following  the  example  of  Fitt,  namely,  the 
annihilation  of  not  only  the  party  of  which 
he  was  the  head,  but  also  the  annihilation  of 
all  confidence,  on  tlie  part  of  the  people,  in 
the  then  exUtinfg  race  of  public  men.  He 
who  was\  in  his  nature,  kind  and  indulgent 
to  a  iiiult,  who  Was  wonderfully  gifted  in 
the  faculty  of  perceiving  and  of  judging, 
whose  heart  atid'miod"*were  always  disposed 
\fi  the  right  sfde^  and  who  only  wanted,  as 


Major  Cart  Wright  observes,  "  the  resohi- 
**  tion  to  say  nay  to  had  mm,**  heard  mo 
with  patience  and  with  attention ;  but  I  ga* 
thefed  from  the  argtinients  he  made  use  of 
to  quiet  my  fears,  that  he  bad  no  longer  any 
confidence  -  in  his  powers  of  effecting  anj 
thing  great  for  the  country.  In  answer  to 
all  the  reproaches  of  the  Wfaigs,  I  might  ap- 
peal to  the  gradtud  public  warnings  that  I 
gave  them ;  tmt,  I  farther  assert,  that,  at 
every  stage  of  their  dereliction,  I  remon- 
strated pi'ivat^ly;  i  told  them  that  if 
their  impatience  for  office  produced  an 
abandonnoent  of  their  principles,  their  power 
would  be  of  short  duration,  and  they  would 
fall  iinr^;retted.  That  I  was  right  in  mf 
judgment,  they  may  now,  perhaps,  have  the 
justice  to  say  to  themselves,  if  th«y  have  not 
the  candour  publickly  to  acknowledge  it. 
The  cause  of  their  fall,  and  especially  tlie 
cause  of  their  falling  unregretted,  is  to  be 
ascribed  entirely  to  the  compromise  that 
they  have  submitted  to  in  order  to  obtain 
power  and  emolument  5  and,  ohl  how  ofleii 
have  I,  publickly  as  weH  as  privately,  remon- 
strated against  any  and  every  such  compromise 
not  only  as  fetal  to  the  country,  but  as  fetal, 
as  totally  ruinous,  to  themselves  i  '*  They 
^  wished  to  do  good,  they  wished  (o  relieve 
**  the  country  5**  aye,  and  Baalam  wishcS 
to  do  right,  when,  for  hire,  he  cursed  where 
he  should  have  blessed,  and  blessed  wfaerci 
he  slKmkl  hffve  cursed.  "  They  wisked  to 
*'  do  good,  they  whhed  to  relieve  theconn- 
"  try  5**  but,  they  nwde  us  pay  the  debts,  they 
eulogized  the  conduct  and  character,  th^ 
adopted  and  pursued  tlie  system  of  Pitt.  To 
this  charge,  a  charge  which  I  will  never 
cease  to  prefer  against  them  as  long  as  they 
keep  their  heads  above,  or  as  hmg  as  they 
shall  at  times  make  them  api>ear  through, 
the  troubled  surface  of  politics,  I  should  bo 
glad  to  hear  their  answer,  I  will  give  it 
publicity  equal  to  the  publicity  of  the 
charge ;  but,  I  forewarn  them,  that  they 
must  find  something  fer  better  than  the 
pleadings  of  their  advocate,  Mr.  Perry,' 
which  amount  to  neither  more  nor  less  thai\ 
an  assertion,  ihat  a  combitwition  of  interests 
and  a  compromise  of  principles,  amongst 
great  men,  are,  in  this  **  the  healthful  stat^ 
*'  of  the  constitution,'*  necessary  to  cotin- 
tcr-balance  the  power  of  the  throne,  than 
which  a  more  detestfible  doctrine  never  was 
preached,  the  people  and  their  Wpresenta- 
tives  being,  by  such  doctrine,  totally  ex- 
cluded from  any  ihare  irt  the  reaJ'powers  o^ 
the  state,  and  no  choice  being  left  us  but 
that  of  being 'governed  by  an  nbsolCitc  mo- 
narch, «?r  an  aristocracy  as  absolute^  and  teiji^ 
thousand  tindes  more  oppressive. 
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")[n  rofofning  oi)ce  mpre^^  Ae'c1e()atc,  we 

find,  hi. (he  spieech  of  lySv;  I'ti^cEt'AL^  itlte" 

pe\y  Chancellor  of  th^Exrf)te(6u9r,  4  M>ii'uie 

a^d  sort  ofoflficiil 'acfcouht'oHhtj  steps  whjich 

jffifl  to  the  djsrpission  of  tt^  late  iiiin^sifert, 

' ' ancj,'  3&  such,  it  is  wortliy ,  of  particu)^r.al* 

' '  yeotjon.     He  «iid,  *'  That  ic  wouJiJ;.  he  con- 

'"'•'[^osived,  be  convenient  in  the  di.scushion  to 

^  ure  which  had  been  the  ^ 

,  snjissal  in  three  stagfes ;' 

:  application  liad  been 

■  ;j>t/s  consent  to  bring  it 

lien  it  had  been  brought 

Y  different  frvni  that  in 

'  indander:itoodandianc- 

rdiy,  >yhen  it  was  with- 

:ircanri&tancei  attending 

.s  ro  the  tirst,'it  wa^  tjuitc 

ty  ceold  have  undcf  stpoci 

ion  onl}*  as*  meant  toex- 

joftht^  Irish  Act  of  1793! 

by  means  of  clauses  in 

.The iir^i dispatehp  his 

on  the  anmiiulie^  of  .tlie 

';  d  Great  Britain^  and  ou 

hu  i^ledge  given  In  Jre- 

>i jn  of  the  law  of  that 

nd   then  the  use  of  the 

h  act  in  thzt  dispatch, 

ill  cornmi^ions,  and  all 

*/  the  arguments  offered  to'gain  his  Majesty**! 

"^  consent  tended  to  shew  that  nothing  more 

'!*  was  meant  at  that  time  than  to  eJLtAd 

*'  ttat  act  to  this  country.  This  was  render- 

"  jcd  still  more  clear  and  unquestionable  by 

"  the  cljange  which  was  imrcxluced  into  the 

'*  expressions  when  it  began  to  be  in  the  cou- 

'*  templalion  of  the  late  Ministers  tq  grant 

"  niorc  than  was  granted  by  the  Irish  Act. 

"  Then  tjie  former  expression  of  commis- 

*'  sions  was  omitted,  for  it  did  not  apply  to 

"  the  Staff^,  and  the  ware's  •'  warrants  and 

•*  appointments  **  were  introduced  ii^to  the 

*'  Bill.     It  was  besides  to  be  considered, 

"  that  it  was  not  til]  after  much  reasoning 

"  that  his  Majesty  had  been   induced  to 

"  ^^thcjraw  his  dissent  from  the  original 

"  proposition;  and  that  his  Majesty  had  then 

'*  declared,  that  nothing  should  ever  induce; 

''him  to  go  one  step,  further.     His  Majes* 

*'*tv,  at  the  same  time,  expressed  a  hope, 

*  '*  that  his  forbearance  in  this  instance  would 

'*  save  him  from  being  pressed  further  upon 

^  a  spbject  upon  which  his  mind  was  unal- 

J^  terably  made  up  against  all  furilier  conces- 

^^  sion.     It  was  not  his  Majesty  aJone  that 

"  tinderstood  the  original,  intention  in  the 

*'  liinkci  sense  of  extending  the  Irish  Act 

•'  to  this  ,c9untry.     The  person  \%ho  was 

*^  employed  in  Ireland  ( Mr.  Elliot )  to  com- 

"  mtinicite  With  the  Catholics  did  not  feel 


^  ^^'^'ftion^aitth^H^  to  gtVd  any  larger  ud- 
*^'*  ^dcf^tfiic  till  he  bad  icterrwl;  to  hia 
'•  ^*^^*t)rliiJfpatsrfepjL*x]ilanatr6n^  aiwi  tfte  Dobl« 
".♦^iofd  crt!fpT<)fyed '  to  x^A^unicate  tQ  hi» 
J^^Wajesti^'t  ^^  bfMtiictoih, ) bad  ttntferstood 
^  k  merely  as  a*  measune  to  get  hd  of  an 
*'  atiormaly'  betwecii  (he,  laws  of  different 
"pans  'Hi  the  empire:  He  IjeKeved  the 
no^lc  lordf  opposite  (  Howkk  )  when  he 
stated  ia,  drffcvent  underatahding**on  his 
t»wn  part 3  biit  the  right  hon.  baronet, 
late  Chancellor  of  the  Lxcheqacrtor  Ire- 
land, Lad  given  ssome  jjatiction  to  the  other 
belief,  \\  hen,  in  opj)osing  the  ^iay  of 
the  proct^ediugs  on  the  bill,  which  was 
urged  by  some  on  the  ground  o*  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Irish  members,  tlie  hon. 
batonct  statij^i.  tliat  the  bill  was  already 
law  in  Ireland,  and  already  sanctioned  by 
the  Irish  members.  But  there  was  a  stiU 
further  sanction  vii  the  trnderatanding  of 
his  Majesty,  as  three  raetnbers  of  the  late 
cabinet  wens  under  the  same  difiiculty. 
(A  cemmunicatioQ  from  the  other  side, 
acrosi  theUble,  only  two.)  H^  begged 
pardon  ;  bs  thought  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
The  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  Kioga 
Bench,  and  tho  Lord  President  (Sid- 
mouth  )  had  been  dissentient  to  the  exclu- 
sion beyohd  the  limits  of  the  Irish  Act  j 
bu;  he  tound  that  the.  Lord  Chancellor  had 
noi  been'sunimoned  on  the.  second  day, 
and  he  thought  it  not  so  right  that  the  lord 
who  had  the  particular  guardianship  of  tbe 
king's  conscience  should  have  beenomitted 
in  theorder  of  summons ;  and  still  further 
he  thought  it  right  that  thedissentietitiiiem* 
bers  oi  the  council,  as  well  as  the  con* 
sentient  should  be  summoned,  in  order 
that  the  king  might  h$Ve  the  benefit  of 
hearing  the  opinion  of  tbose  vIk>  con« 
tirmed  as  well  as  the  opinions  of  those 
who  invalidated  his  prmciples,  with  re- 
spect to  the  churchy  which  were  known 
to  have  been  heretofore  unaltered.  Ha- 
ving established  that  when  it  vas  a  thing 
unknown  to  some  of  his  majesty's  cabinet 
ministers,  and  to  the  minister  in  Ireland, 
charged  to  negociate  this  particular  point, 
that  it  was  intended  to  exceed  the  Irish  Act 
of  1793,  it  was  not  extram  dinary  that 
his  majesty  himself  should  havfe  been  at 
a  loss  to  understand  the  extent  of  the  pro« 
posed  measure.  Here  he  closed  the  first 
point'of  the  question,  contenting  himself 
with  having  clearly  established,  that  his 
mi^esty  had  no  knowledge  in  the  first  in- 
stance of  its  being  intended  to  carry  the 
measure  so  far  as  was  af^^ards  propos- 
ed. As  to  the  time  when  the  measure 
was  introduced  into  the  house  in  its  pre- 
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sefft«(tQ|fii^  n^  €amm«oimtiin>  jiad  beep 
9^9de  U>  h^qoajesty  Qu  thatiiabject  till  3^ 
^arch.  lo  the  intermeiiate  time,  dis- 
fk^^tfs  had  been  laid  helor^  hU  majettjr, 
Itatingthat  the  Irish  C4I holies  w^uJd  not 
be  qQQtent  with  the  measure  tt^en  petidiDg« 
without  large ^dditiooal  coucesAioii^-  The 
hope  of  keeping  back  the  agitation  of  the 
general  Petition  of  the  Catholics,  could 
not,  in  the  opinion  of  the  lord  lieutenant, 
nor  of  the  lord  chancellor  of  Ireland, 
who  was  more  particularljr  concerned, 
be  accomplished  without  granting  in 
addition  to  the  Officer's  fiili,  ilie  situa- 
tions of  sheriffs  and  membei-3  of  cor- 
porations to  the  gentry,  and  the  sitii- 
atiohs  of  kiug^s  couuacl  in  the  couits  pf 
law.  T'he  dispatch,  coutalulng  this  in- 
telligence was'^certainly  sent  to  the  king^' 
but  without  any  precise  notification  of 
its  meaning;. and  h;^re  he  must  xay,  with- 
out any  charge  0^  intention  to  circumvent, 
or  overreach,  tl^  king,  that  the  want  of 
precision  and  .ej^pUnation  that  existed 
was  the  cause  of  all,  or  a  great  part  of 
the  difficulties  that  were  found  to  in- 
cumber this  question.  When  the  doubts 
arose  in  Ireland,  and  the  dispatch  sent 
back  with  a  view  to  remove  those  doubts 
led  to  a  niore  cle^r  disclosure  of  his  ma- 
jesty's mind,  it  was  attempted  first  to 
modify  the  proposed  measure  to  hit  ma- 
jesty's wish;  but  when  it  was  found  that 
that  could  not  be  done  with  the  satis^- 
tion,  which  it  was  at  first  proposed  to  give 
to  the  Catholics,  it  was  thought  better 
by  the  advocates  of  the  measure  to  with- 
^aw  it.  And  here  v^as  a  point  upon 
which  the  late  ministers  had  overlooked 
\si  material  duty  indeed.  After  they  had.ur«- 
^§^  that  the  importance  of  this  business 
)vo|ild  not  admit  of  its  being  postponed  a 
jingle  cla/«  they  had,  he  would  not  say 
ftom^.the  motive,  but  certainly  with  the 
di^t  of  keepi^ig  their  places,  by  the  o3- 
de^  sacrifice  that  had  ever  be/ore  been 
known,  the  sacrifice  of  private  feeling  to 
jpublic  principle.  His  majesty's  late  mi- 
nisters clainied  a  Tight,  in  withdrawing 
t|\a,.measiite  lately  before  the  house, 
to  state  their  sentiments  strongly ,  in 
favour  of  that  measure,  .  and  of  a 
general  system  of  favour  towards  the 
Catholics.  This  was  the  strangest  plan 
he  had  ever  knowa;  and  he  wished  those 
who  were  so^anxious  to  guard  against  the 
case ^f  a  crown^  without  responsible  mi- 
qisters,  to  consider  in  what  situation  we 
shbulj;)  \^,  if  jd^e  ministers  in  this  case 
were  a)lowe4  to  come  down  and  state  their 
mwn  case  againH  their  sovereign^  to  say 


''  they  were  fiivaiur«ble,and  they  wore  right, 
^'  but  his  Majet^  o{^)q«ed  Uieo^^  and  tbej 
"  were  obliged,  to  concede.  AVas  not  th^ 
*'  the  fact }  and  he  w^  ^^re.th^  noble  k^rd 
"  would  support  himself  m  nothing  but  the 
"  fact,  and  every  thing  he  saw  and  heard 
*'  coofinned  the  imi)re6siop)  he  had  stated. 
**  What  respoiisibility  then  had  the  hooeii  tf6 
"  look  to?  The  lat^  n\iui4ter|  would  bwm 
**  said,  if  the  pledge  tiadiiot  b^n  i:eq«tredi 
"n  we  ere  strongly  for  thie  meas^rei  bin/t  the 
^'  king  is  strongly  against  it,  apd  therefore 
"  we  must  give  way.  Jn  such  t  aitisation, 
**  what  responsibility  would  parliament  h«v« 
"  to  look  to  ?  His  majesty  here  contented 
''  himself  upon  this  too,  with  regretting 
"  that  his  ministers  should  h^ve,  opiiiioiH 
'*  different  from  his,  and  with  htoenting 
"  the  necessity  of  introducing  diseossions 
"  so  improper ;  but  when  the  right  of  sub- 
^*  mitting  other  measures  was  insisted  on, 
''  not  to  combat  a  mere  loose  opinioa^  bat 
'*  a  settled  principle  of  bis  Majesty's  mind 
*'  during  his  x^ign,  the  honse  would  aee 
^^  the  mischiefs  tbat  must  residt.  He  was 
"  ready  to  allow  that,  abstractedly,  miKislen 
"  were  not  to  fetter  themselves  in  the  right 
'*  to  advise  how  the  prerogative,  ^o  give  or 
'*  withhold  consent  to  acts  of  the  l^idituie, 
"  should  be  exercised.  But  the  <ase  in 
"  agitation  was  a  case  of  bringing  finrward 
^'  ^  great  legislative  question  against  the 
'^  crown,  with  the  authority  and  influence 
^'  of  ministers  of  tlie  crown.  It  was  ridt* 
"  culous  to  say  the  king  had  the  prerogative 
"  of  changing  his  ministers,  unless  he  c6uUl 
"  change  them  upon  certain  topics  and 
'*  principles.  His  majesty's  mind  was  made 
'^  up  not  to  concede  further  upon  this  qties- 
"  tion,  and  further  instances  could  produce 
*'  nothing  but  agitation  and  irritation*  If 
'*  the  minute  had  been  suffered  to  pass 
''  without  a  pledge,  an  attempt  might  be 
"  'afterwards  made  to  bring  forward  the 
"  measure  again,  on  the  grptind,  that  it  was 
*'  not  contrary  to  the  sanction  of  the  profes* 
'*  siou,  and  acquiesced  in.  His  naajesty 
"  therefore  requir^  a  pledge  in  wiiting> 
*'  that  be  should  not  be  disturbed  with  ap* 
'^  plications  which  could  only  produce  ibs- 
'*  tress  and  irritation  ;  and  that  pledge  at 
*^  the  present  moment,  went  oply  to  eiMiod 
''  for  a  little  time,  the  forbearance  whidi 
"  the  late  ministers  were  disposed  to  abfiw 
*^  in  conceding  the  measure  lately  proposed 
'*  by  them.  When  they  could  npt- go  far- 
\*  tlier  in  that  concession,  they  were  bound 
*'  to  no  eternity  of  service,  they  ra^t  re- 
*'  sign." 
idv,  Perceval  defended  himself  and  hif 
I  colleagues  against  the  charge  of  having  como 
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into  office  tinder  a  pledge,  and  also  against 
that  of  haviffg  advised  th^  kfng  to  deniand 
«  pkdge  from  the  la(e  rtiinisters  5  but  of  these 
we  mutt  speak  after  -we  have  heard  my 
Lon^  Howie E,  who,  as  the  reporter  in- 
ferms  us,  rose  amidst  a  loud  cry  of  question  ! 
qaeHxbn  !  which.  Gentlemen,  means,  "  Let 
•♦  iW  divide :  we  want  to  hear  no  more/' 
No^ng  dismayed,  however,  and  concluding 
•ppdrently,  that  those  who  intended  to  vote  for 
bim'and  hiscolle^gues,  were  impatient  so  lo  do, 
the  noble  Ldrd,  afteij  some  prefatory  matter, 
teidj^'thatlt  was  now  confessed,  thata  pledge 
*'  had  been  demanded  of  the  late  ministers  j 
♦*  but  who  advised  the  proposing  of  the 
**  pledge  was  not  acknowledged.  But  there 
•'  was  no  act  of  the  crown  for  which  iheie 
•*  mu^  nd#  ffe  a  responsible  adviser.  Who, 
**  thOT,  were  tesponsibte  for  the  advising 
*•  the  pledge  ?  Those  who  gave  it  effect  / 
*^  the  new  ministers,  <he  fnen  who  con- 
♦.'  triv«d  %b  pbison  the  royal  mind.  Yes,  it 
*•  wa*  non^^wdl  known,  and  and  these  were 
*'  t^es  to  ip^ak  plain.  It  was  lord  Eldon 
•*  wboK^  an  audience  dfliis  majesty,  at 
•*  wiiidi,  wfthoat'  exactly  knowing  what 
**  bad  pass^,  it  was  easy  to  see  that  then  it 
^*  wtas  that  the  subject  of  tbe  pledge  was 
•'  started,  fxjrd  Ifewkesbury  had  also  an 
<*  audience  of  his  majesty  at  that  conjunc- 
•'  ttji*,  and  that  noble  lord,  in  conjunction 
*'  with^  lord  Eldon,  were  employed  by  his 
''  majesty  to  consnlt  with  the  Duke  of  Port- 
"  knfi,  in  framhfff  a  new  administration. 
**  These  n^le  lords  are,  then,  the  responsi- 
*'  hfe  persons;  for  they  h«ve  given  effect  to 
"  the  demand  of  the  pledge  -; This,  Gen- 
tlemen, is  the  reasoning  ofmyjbori  Ho  wick , 
«t  least  16  the  tjcwspapcr  reporters  of  debates 
tell  t».  But,  was  there  ever  any  thing  farther 
ietohed,  or  less  worth  the  carriage  ?  What  a 
whimttieal  notion,  that  some  one,  other  than 
the  king,  must  be  responsible  for  having 
caused  the  late  ministers  to  be  displaced  1 
It  was  the  new  ministers  who^ai;e  effect 
to  the  pledge,  becatise,  forsooth,  they  took 
the.  places  of  Lord  Howrdc  and  his  col- 
leagues'! But,  suppose  it  had  happeiiedj| 
that  the  demand  of  the  pledge  had  been 
advised,  soppMing  it  to  have  been  advised  by 
any  body,  which  does  not  appear  to  be  the 
ftcf  5  suppose  it  had  been  advised  by  spme 
one,  who  had  not  accepted  of  a  place  in  the 
new  ministrjyWhat  then  would  Lord  Howick 
have  dene  for  a  charge  of  giving  effect  to 
the  4«mand  of  the  pledge  ?  The  true  doc- 
trine of-  responsibility  is  this,  that  for  all 
raenores,  adopted  by  the  king,  his  minis- 
»ei«,-fia:  the  tlnie  being,  are  liable  to  censure 
and  punishment  at  the  hands  of,  the  two 
Mi^ts  of  parliament  j  but,  did  any  man 
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ever  before  dream  of  a  parliamentary  censure 
or  impeachment  of  ministers  for  having  ac- 
cepted of  their  places  as  such?  If  this  doctrine 
were  acted  upon,  how  is  it  possible  that 
the  king  should  ever  change  his  servants, 
without  the  previous  consent  of  parliaoient  ? 
For  what  man  would  place  himself  in  a 
situation,  which  would  instantly  expose  him 
to  punishment  ?  In  the  choosing  of  his 
servants  the  act  must  necessarily  be  the 
king's  own,  without  any  responsibility  any 
where  ;  nor  can  there  arise  any  harm  from 
this,  if  the  parliament  be  properly  consti- 
tuted ;  for,  if  the  House  of  Commons  are 
convinced,  that  the  king  has  put  foolish  or 
wicked  men  into  offices  of  great  trust,  they 
have  the  power,  and  it  is  their  bounden  duty, 
to  refuse  to  suflfer  any  taxes  to  be  raised  to 
be  exposed  to  the  managenient  of  such  men. 
This  is  an  effectual  check  upon  the  king  j  it 
IS  quite  as  much  power  as  the  Ifouse  of 
Commons  ought  to  possess;  it  is  agreeable 
to  reason  and  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  our 
country,  and,  at  various  times,  has  been 
exercised  with  complete  effect,  and  to  great 
national  advantage.  It  is,  indeed,  that  cause 
to  which  our  forefathers  owed  those  liber- 
lies,  which,  alas !  they  bequeathed  to  us. 
And  is  it  not  strange.  Gentlemen,  that  my 
Lord  Ilowick  never  thought  oi  it  ?  or,  at 
least,  that  he  appeared  not  to  think  of  it? 
His  Lordship  averred,  in  the  close  of  his 
'  speech,  that  he  had  no  conjidence  in  the  pre- 
sent ministers.  '  I  believe  him  with  all  my 
heart,  and  so,  I  dare  say,  you  will;  but, 
why  not,  then,  proceed  in  the  constitutional 


way  ?  Why  not  move  to  withhold  all  public 
money  from  their  clutches  ?  His  Lordship, 
whose  office  now  is  that  of  "  an  individual 
*'  memler  of  parliament"  has  no  confidenco 
in  *'  his  Majesty's  confidential  servants," 
but  yet  he  seems  to  think,  nothing  at  all  of 
letting  sixty  or  seventy  millions  of  his  con- 
stituents' money  pass  annually  through  their 
hands.  Yes,  my  lord,  *'  these  are  tiroes 
"  to  speak  plain,"  and  I  would  speak,  if  1 
dared,  upon  many  subjects,  and  particularly 
upon  the  deeds  of  the  last  sic  weeks  of  your 
administration  5  but,  this  I  dare  speak,  that 
I  remember  those  deeds,  and,  remembering 
them,  I  rejoice  that  you  are  no  longer  sur* 
rounded  by  a  majority  in  parliament  -,  I  re» 
joice,  that  that  same  majority  which  support- 
ed your  motion  for  reprimanding  Mr.  Paall, 
have  now,  with  singular  justice,  cxpresseq  - 
their  approbation  of  your  dismission  froni 
office. 

Mr.  Cannino,  now  Secretary  of  Stat^ 
for  foreign  affairs,  concluded  his  spcech^j 
and  the  debate  in  a  strain  of  moving  elq-. 
quencf .    He  eaid,  "  that,  whatever  mi^^ 
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be  the  decision  of  the  House  that  niffbt,  I  up  the  motion,  tben  ^^kliqg  Vi^0h  ^»A 


he  thanked  God**  (God,  observe!) — 
**  there  was  an  appeal  from  the  tar  of  the 
*'  Commons  to  the  nation.  The  discussion 
'*  and  correspondence  that  had  taken  place 

**  however,  had   shewn   his  Majesty  to  be 
'*  not  only  as  competent  as  any  amongst 
*'  thenwelveg    (o    the    discussion    of    the 
**  most  important  concerns  of  his  empire, 
'*  but  also  to  be  in   a  state  of  health  that 
**  promised  many  years  addition  to  nearly 
'*  the  half  century  that  he  had'  auspiciomsly 
"  already  reigned  over  this  empire.    What- 
*'  ever  might  be  the  issue  of  the  division  or 
"  the  succession  of  divisions  in  that  House, 
"  his  Majesty's  ministers  would  stand  ly 
•*  their    sovereign,    though    circumstances 
*'  might  occur,  io  which  they  would  find 
*'  it  their  duty  to  appeal  to  the  country.** 
—It  is  not  for  me,  gentlemen,  to  dictate 
cither  to  your  taste  or  your  feelings  j    but, 
for  my  own  part,  I  think  I  never  read  any 
thing  more  sublime,   affecting,  or  convin- 
cing.    First,  we  perceive  profound  gratitude 
towrards  the  Creator  for  the  great  blessing 
of  being  able  to  appeal  from   the  Honse  of 
Commons  to  the  pec^ile,  convoked,  as  upon 
fiuch  occasions  we  knew   them  to  be,    to 
give  their  free   and   unbiassed  suffrages  to 
their  representatives  in  '*  the  great  coun- 
cil   of  the  nation,**   as  the  Morning  IVt, 
villi  appropriate  reverence,  calls  the  parlia- 
ment.    Next,    and   as  naturally  follovring 
flo  act  of  religious  devotion,  comes  an   ef 
fusion  of  loyalty  and  personal   atiachmmt 
to  the  king,  or     •*  the  sovereign,"  as  the 
modern  phrase  is,  and  an  assurance  to  his 
faithful  commons,  that  he  is  as  competent  as 
any  of  them  (and  I  dare  be  sworn  to  ihe 
liwrt)  to  the  management  of  the  concerns  of 
the  kingdom  (no,  the  "  empire")  at  this  pre- 
sent time;  and  not  only  that,  but  that  he  is 
in   a  state  of  health  that  promises  us  ma- 
ny years  prolongation  of  a  reion,    which' 
Has  hitherto  been    so    auspicious.       Here 
I   think  with    great    submission    however, 
that    Mr.     Canning    might    have    closed, 
ivithout  a  significant  avowal,   that  the  new 
ministers  might  find  it  necessary  to  appeal 
to  the  country,  that  idea  having  been  bifoie 
pretty  fully  expressed.     But,  Mr.  Canning 
is  a  better  jwdge  of  tliese  matters  than  I  am  ; 
and,  besides,  I  have  always  said,  as  well  of 
speakihgas  of  writing,  "give  me  that  which 
*'  produces  the  most  e^ect ,-"  and,  that  Mr. 
Canning's  speech  was  rich  in  this  capital 

.  quality,  the  division,  in  a  few  minutes  after- 
wards, abundantly  proved.  So  confident 
was  Lord  Howick  of  a  majority  in  his  fa* 
vour,  that  he  actually  talked,  we  are  told, 
while  the  divi&ioD  M'as  going  on,  of  following 


other  motions  of  a  similar  tendency^  ^vA^ 
particularly  by  one  respectiug  '^  the  thrgat,*' 
as  it  is  c.illed,  thrown  out  by  Mr.  Canoing 
in  the  eflfubion  of  heart-melting  and  pwd** 
convinciuff  eloquence^  whjch  we  ,lmiQ0.4utt 
been  admiring!  A  threat !  What  doe^Mr. 
Perry  mean  by  a  threat  ?  Is  it  lo  thceatettlhd^ 
Hoiise  of  Commons  to  give  them  an  alsu*^ 
ranee  of  the  king's  competencet  .ajid  good 
healtli  ?  Or,   is  it  to  threaten  them  to  say, 
that  it  is  possible  that  (heir  coustitoea^  may 
have  an  opportiinity  ailbrded  ihem  of  re^ 
choosing  their  representatives,  or^  of  ckoos* 
ing  new  ones  ?  We  know,  that  the  Houae  of 
Commons  consists  of  the  people*  STepceseota* 
tives ;  we  know,  that  there  are^hasame  per-* 
sons  to  vote  for  members  that  voted  Jbst  sum* 
mer  ;  we  know,  that  the  law  f^rbids^  ■  uxider 
heavy  penalties,   bribery,  corruptioQ,  treat* 
ing,  or  undue  influence  of  any  sort,  at  dic- 
tions }  we  know,  that  every  member  takes  a 
solemn  oath  as  to  his  qualification  io  poi»t  of 
property,  and,  of  cour^>  (ha^  oo^e  of  the 
members  so  recently  chosen  cai^  be  deaden t 
upon  that  head.    So  that  it. is  really  hard  to 
conceive  how  these  people  coold  h^ve  dis- 
covered a  threat  in  the  Jipeech  of  Mr.  Can-' 
ning ;  for,  as  tli^  seats  of  the  members,  vm 
must  rake  for  granted,  cost  then^  nothing, 
and  as  tJieir  views,  in  offering  themselves  m 
candidates,  are,  ate  wephiinlysee  lirora  their 
several  election  addrest.e.%  purely  to  be  ablo 
to  serve  us^  to  watch  over  our  .^elfiire,  to 
protect  and  cherish  our  rights,  and  paiticu* 
larly  to  guard  our  money;  ati  tlieir   views 
are  so  perfectly  free  from,  any  tinge  of  self- 
'  interest,  how  could  the  telliug  of  than  that 
they  m'ght   probably  be  dissolved,  -possibly 
be  regarded  as  a  threat,  seeing  that  the  ut* 
r»ost  exteut  of  the  inconvenience  of  axUaso- 
lotion,  would  be,  to  soii^e  of  the  members,  a 
day  or  twoof  vi^it  to  their  constituents,  and, 
perhaps,  to  the  far  gieater  part  of  tliem, evea 
this  slight  trouble  mi^^ht  be  spared,  so  per- 
fectly satisticd  arc  ilkeir  constituents  >wth 
their  c  ;;  iact  ?  Yet,   Gentlemeo*    do    the 
Whii,:--,  and  particularly  Mr.  Ferry,   ipces- 
santly  rail  against  iliis  speech  of  Mr.  Can- 
ning  j  aiul,  since  the  House  of  Commons  ha$ 
discovered  a  majority  against   them,    they 
rail  a;;ainst  iJiat  tooj  and,  would  you  believe 
it,  Gentlemen,   ihat^  tliis  very  Mr.  Perry, 
who,  observe,  calls  us  Jacobins  and  Level- 
lers, published,  in  his  paper  of  the  13th  in- 
stant,  an    article   which    he   deoomipates 
'*  The  I' up  pet  Show,''  but  in  which  be  ©vi- 
dently  enough  aims  at  the  depicting  of  poli*' 
tical  scenes,  and  which  I  shall  h'ece  insert  fof 
the  purpose  of  drawing  down  upon  him  and 
his  writings  your  just  censure  and  iodigna* 
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Cion  J  "  The  tfesh^inster  Company  of^  inde* 
*'  peiklestpeffbrniers.being  lately  dissolved, 
"and  it  being 'tkought  highly  deairable  to 
''  eiujoun^e  a  tiute  for  pantomime^  specta- 
^^  c\t^  xneld^taines,  legerdemain,  and  Bar- 
'*  tb6loroew*Fair  entertainments,  a  new 
•*  puppet-show  has  been  recently  cstablish- 
"  cd  upon  a  larger  and  more  expensive  scale 
"  than  any  ever  before  exhibited.  No  pains 
^  have  been  spared  to  procure  the  yery  best 
**  auiomata  extant,  remarkable  for  a  certain 
**  degree  of  voluntary  motion,  combined 
**  wkh  the  utmost  docility,  and  obedient  to 
•'  tlte  slightest  touch  of  the  springs  wh^ch 

.  *•  set  them  in  motion. A  few  friends 

"  have  been  admitted  to  a  reliearsi?.',  whicli, 

*'  however,  from  the  unfinisii<;d.  state  of  the 

'*  machinen^was  entitled  to  every  indul- 

"  gence.    The  theatre  is  in  the  form  of  a 

**  chapel,  dimly  illuminated  by  a  number  of 

•'  transparencies^the  prin<;ipal  of  which  re- 

**  present  thei)urn1ngof  heretics,  assassina- 

*'  tion#  massacres^  a  conversation  between 

*'  the  pope  and  the  drvU,  mid  other  subjects 

''  calcM)^(^  to  bring  to  the  recollection  of 

*^  the  ^{lebtator,  those  dark  ages  when  nmm- 

**  ming  a^d  puppet-shows  were  in  high  re^ 

**  pute.    The  st^ge,  as  usiuil  on  siich  occa- 

*^  tions«  is  furn.ii^led  with  a  semi-airtain  to 

*'  conceal  those  managers,  performers,  or 

•*  tcene^shiflers,  who  etlher  wish  to  be  invi« 

.    "  stblo^  or  asf  ashamed  to  be  seen.    After 

/'  ^nittng  a  (Considerable  time,  some  person 

"  having  ealled  out  "  manage,**  a   voice 

"  fron^iehind  the  curtain  replied,  "  wha 

*'  wants- nae?    Mun  f  be  the  manager — 

*'  Wee),  cope  awa  lads,    be  steady,  and 

*'  niind  what  {  say**  Recollect  what  you 

*'  are-rlfoa  jt^  automata,  mere  puppets, 

''  you  i^re  m^ilym  meo^le  the  idols  of 

*'  old  lA  ,t|J»4^^n(U ^c^    priesta.    Yon 

*'  aretfhl^  eyies^  but  to  fee  upt ;  ^rs^  but 

"  to  fa^.  tm^  speak  you.  may,,  but  like 

*'  wise;|b^j,:  f^mjO^word  more  thar^,  is  set 

5'  ioufffffyr  ifi(|M**:*i   :The  voice  was  here  in- 

^'  terrupi^  jEy.j^^p^soD  \y\iQ  seemed  to 

*'  thin^  these  expre^lqns  were  not  intend- 

^*  ed  for  ^he-far  pf  the  audience,  and  who 

**  begged  leave  to  remark  that  a  regular 

^'  performaooe  waa^not  as  yet  to  be  expect- 

*^  ed,  tlie  immediate  object  in  view,  being 

**  to  in^ct  th«  materials aiid  workmanship, 

"  and  to  see  if  •  th^  difierent  .%u|rpa  we^e 

V  |>roof  against  nope*wnngitig,  *  ear*'puUing, 

^'  i^kjb;  Cf{^,ci/(ij^2/i7^f  and,  the  usual  ia- 

%  dimities  to  whi<^  performers  ofjhia  class  |{^  ^ 

.•v^ave  been   imniemoriably    subject,  .;^pdj. 

^  which  GOQititote  U^  prific'ipal  part  Qf  the 

^  enteF(^inment-:^-^Jn  ih'^s  Tesp^qt,*it  n^ust  , 

«'  be  coafe^ed^  the  figures  l^aye  beei^^a^ 


''  factmied  in  a  style  efhigh  j;>e^ecttoii>#il6 
*'  faces  insensible  to  shangue,  aoid  apoarentljr 
''  uoconsdoas  of  their  inftriMty,  «^'tada- 
'"  tion,  and  duwrace.    Hisses,  groai^,.  and 
'*  cries  of  *'  otf^  otf,'*  with  the  usual  ac- 
^'  companiments,  ere  to  be  of  bo  avaiL 
*'  Large  sums  paid  down,  ^travagant  pro- 
''  mises,  and  threats  of  a phimalufe death', 
'*  and  subsequent  damnation,  ire  conjointljr 
*'  employed  to  hir^^and  keep  together  a 
'*  large  establishmejIJ  Of  jshorus  singers^  to 
"  drown  the  loud  nptes  of  disapprobatfon.' 
"  Nay,  it  is  resolvc^^^  that  should  the  tbea- 
***  tre  ^ven  tumble' about  their  ears,  John 
"  Btiil  shall  still  have  his  favourite,  ftn,  an.d 
*'  with  all  theeflrontery  of  itinarahte'thej* 
*•'  will  continue  to  play  their  pr^jnks^iu  every 
"  iounty,  city,  and  ^(?rQi/^A  in  the  Unitea 
''  Kingdom.    Much  is  cj^pecte^^  iVo^^he  , 
**  exliibition  of  a  few  harlequin^^  j?^^  *?  ^ 
"  rotatory  motion  of  thejriieads,  and  y^ciip  , 
"  fation  of  their  bodies,  possess  ^|m|<dH  jrar 
'*  pidity  that  it  is  impossible  to  say  on  VhiJjlJ 
"  side  of  tlie  stage  you  perceive  them.  — ~ 
"  A  more  particular  description  of  this  ne^^ 
"  establishment,  the  scenery,  secret  mactii- 
"  Bery,  principal  puppets,  and  general  cl^lm' 
*'  |o  public  notice,  must  necessarily  be  dc^' 
"  ferred,  not  for  want  of  rational  anticipa- 
''  tion,  but  until  X)pjrii(»)  be  established  by 
"  facts."— ^ Who  Mr.  Perry  may  mean  to 
designate  by  "  the  devH,*'  squahbUng  with' 
the  pbpe,  I  must  leave  you  to  guess,  and,  in- 
deed, all  J  shall  say  with  respect  to  this  arti- 
cle, is,  that  the  author,  or  publisher  of  it,  ex- 
pressed his  alarm,  a  few  days  befbre,  lest  a 
dIssohiti<Mi  o{  ^rliaraent  ,ab6iUd  product 
"  ficentiousnets  of  delate,  i^nd^jubUfesuS' 
*•  pension  .of  aatliqr'tty ,**  among    U5»    the 
'*■  agitators  of  Midcjle-cex  ?nd  Westpainstcr." 
To  connect  with  high. and  authentic  mat- 
ter, like  0ic  foregoing,  any  notions,  proceed- 
ing merely  from  myself,,  would,  4  feel ,^  be 
inoicorbus  in  the  extreme;  aqd,  therefore,  I 
must  bty  leave  once  mote  to  defer,  until 
anotlier  opportunity^,  tile  observations,  which, 
I  think  it  may  be  useful  to  offer  ybu,  upon 
the  subject  of  what  I  regard  as  the  sole  rf- 
,  medy  for  our  pcditical  evils  in  general,  and 
especially  for  the  heart-burnings  which  !»• 
cessaotly  arise  about  the  distribution  of  pow- 
er and .  emolument  in  the   state.    K  tfc^ 
mean;  while,  anxiously  hoping,  that  ^ou.uiUl 
seriously  reflect  u|)on  all  these  o^ters^       \ 
,1  remain,  .  *  , 

.   Gentlemen./        ^'. ,  , 
.    XiP^ir  faitWvfl^lS'i^d, 
Ayd^ol^jif  nt*  s^r^V 

,^ey,  J5M  April  iap>.^,:  ,.*   \  f  1  ^  .,.       . 
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P.  S.:*»r*«  wrftinf  fh<s-a*Wfe Time  |)er. 
<H?ived,  ttAt^**  tSBftimltt*''lor^tr>'tng  the 
We«rm!n*i^Teitt?a  lii^f^hHr.  w  fol- 
lows :  ^Vtttf/Td^RwJI,  1^  8if.  Cf  W.  fiam  ' 
fyldcBsq.^fr  Jkooiy^^Astlef,  BSrt.  tdid^ 
Porchcst^rr  V.  rtiley^  Erfi.-^ISirHl  D.  Ha- 
milton; B.irt^?**h"«rt^;*fori:  G.^aWpbeH, 
Esq.  iAr.  Il'PtWe.Bfirt.  ^W!  Etwh'mgtoo, 
Esq.  A.  HaroiHoti,  ^fijt\;  W.'  ^ont^obd, 
Esq.  G.  Cb!cloUgh^E3q.'''*ft)hlia^!'*-*fi<^ 
ward  Morris,  fisq.  STf  JtjHn  t)oyV,  Bjtft.— * 
Mr.  Paiiil,  from  his  coHftden^e,  tloubtle^s, 
in  the.'  iniegrtt:-,  irppartlfili^,  and  «ipe- 
rior  wisdom  of  the  fjouse,  of  which  h# 
inii5?t,  of.  conrst,'  have  seen  «>  *  rbwch, 
while  h€J  had  the  h<^nour  to  be  a  mem- 
ber o£  tt,^  did  -hot,  k  seenw,  cflioose' any 
nominee  fbr  himself,  but  left  *  tht  Com- 
mittee JC6 'iihobsb  whomsoever  they  pJeas- 
ed.  As  the  pft-^KiSfeding^  of  thl«  commit^ 
tee  will  be  \^  Interesting'  to  rs,  we 
«ha1],  I  hope,  lose  sight*  of  nojpart  therrof. 
It  wUl  be  a  subject  for  '\M  to  taHc  nfjon  for  a 
long  titne  to  come  5  aoJ,-'  now  that  wc  have 
taken  leave  of  out  old  friends,  the  Whip?, 

"we  shall  have  leisure  for  "mch  talk. Now 

I  think  of  It,  r  saw  no^  sj^ee^  firom  Sir 
tlohn  Doyle  on  the  motions  m  favour  of  (hfc 
late  miqtsters.  I  Was  afraid  .that  gentlenwhi 
was  in  a  bad  State  of  henlth  ;  but,  his  iiamc 
appeariDg  as  Mr.  Sheridan's  nominee  ha« 
remov^  mj  apprehensions. 


UPOK    THE      CHANGE    OP    MINISTERS    AKD 
.   .  AFFAIB8   OP   IRELAND. 

Tq  the  iftcton  ofGrtai  Britain  amt  Ireland: 
Gentlimeij,— ^In  ail  ptobabtlify  you 
will  be  joon  called  ttI>on  ag^n  to  exerdsfe 
your  electivfe  frartchise,  and  under  the  parti- 
cular circuimstances  of  ^uch  a  caH  at  present, 
it  is  very  proper  that  yon  should  distinctly 
nndersQii^d  ine  nieamire  whith  led  to  the 
mptur^  between  the  king  ind  his  late  minis- 
ters, aSfWell  as  the  nature  of  the  rupture  it- 
self 5  b^ausre,lipon  both  his  Majesty  and  his « 
late  roitiisiers  are  completely  dt  issue.— — I 
therefore  take  the  liberty  of  staging  to  you, 
what,  a5  A  plain  .man,  tMally  uncotfnecfed 
with  airbjtrties,  and  whujing  nothing  from 
any,  I  i^i^ulWs  sa)ject.--Upon  the  na- 
tare  oi  th^  rupture,  l\Mnk  Lord  Melville, 
of  whoHi'l  am  fcy  no  m^^T?<j  a  political  ad- 
mirer, has  reduced  the  lite  mftifsters  lo  the 
horns  of  this  dilemtna)  either,  the  measure 
was  indisppisU'l^nccessarij,  or  it  was  not.  If 
itwasm>r/'wWnTge  it  as  toinisters  in  the 
teeth  of  flfcTwSllltndwn  ^d  acknowledged 
repognatMcebf  tte  king ;  and  if  it  was  iirc/ff* 
point lif  necessary,  why  gtvfe  it  up  >  To 
^hicfa  may  be  alio  added^  why,  Whan  they 


'by  delWering'totheking  tha^' <fot*le^a'bi- 
•nei  Minute?  WisH  fbr  the  R*#Af' inly- 
ing the  king,  Hiat  they  wbalA  i(t  ftttite'from 
time  to  time  acfacconJing  fo'their  datiis  /*^  '• 
Such  a  inrnial  declaration  tntilt  ertlier  be 
considered  as  a  tfeKberate  thr ^  to  press  the 
same  subject  agam  whieh,  notwithstanding 
hs  htiupensil'L*  necefsit^' ihey*^igreed    to 
abandon  ;  <Tr,  as  too  puet ile  and  cc^tft^mpl- 
ible  for  men  entrusted  with  iht  administra- 
tion of  a  grett  cotmtry  to  make  j  it  ?s  so 
much  like  a  woman*  making  up  d  quarrel 
wrth  an  offended  of*  offending'  husband  t 
**  Now»  Tt>y\leat,.h?tTiembAr,  though  I  W?e 
'"  np  to  you  thin'  thne,  f  iim*deteittiined  (tf 
**  tell  all  our  friendsthat  1  ^i  in  the.r^f; 
"  and  to  fzni  you  wlih  rhi^  afl&?if  in  ifptn^ 
•*  from  time  fd  iUfte/WHhttivtt  l':^9eK''' 
And,  in  either  «se,1  thlhkrtheifi^wa* 
perfectly  jnstiftftblc  h<\J*tMnlhin j,'  'th«t  the* 
persons  who  had    s^'^   hhrf  iharMititite^ 
should  be  no  longer  l^ismTtW stems' ^  and' ii 
could  he  with  no  other  vfet^  tWtftiS:  Maies^  ' 
ty  was  flch'Tsed,'atidI  owit  IlhWiD-adVfSRI   ' 
to  tender  them  a  **wWtten  pte<%*Jti1>fc^Ht' 
was  impossible  f6r  theft;  tb^iltfn-';  %r,;inf 
ray  hjumble  jiidgmetrt?,  ^(^  ^wfeaWi '-^be'^ 
discussion  on  both  sidts\  wftfi'Wfcdria^teIVftP5"' 
ness  and  impact ialiiy  aRlf^tli»fl  YiettH-^jtitf^^* 
man,  I  do  fhink  that  the  refusal' 'erf  the  l&ite  ' 
ministers  to  sign  that  pletfeel  ft  MJ  th^shaf* 
dow  of  a  case  they  htitve  wim  the  pUMi^,  ahd  ' 
uponthis  point  alone  did  r]()r  LolW,CHiMcel-^ 
Idr  venture  to  rest  their  Science ; 'Voi^  '^'  tb* 
their  haiHItgdece^d  the  ktn^/LoWWenV 
Viile  declared,  that  he  WayOTlhW-istd  byhi^' 
•iHajesty  to  say,,  that  fie  ^ifittikf  tttSfe  ^riftrr 
plctely  of  anf  *uch  ^&mc^i\i!tfA'<iJjm 
GrenriHealso  •dtdafM;'H»t  4)e^wa^tiHl^M. 
his  Mi^eity  KdMndt  tflldM'iit<$ixrt(i#  iif^ 
of  the  measny*^  which  (h^jr  Md^apMi^  ^ 
h\tb,  akhongh  they  had  tind^tddd  kMf  id 
give  his  ff/i^toff^  ass^M  t%  ft  ib  thendikiilpeiif 
which  it  washrdughffotward.-^Then«,  a*1o 
the  measure  itJeM".    This '  ft  the  patt  *^f  th# 
subject  of  by  far  thfe  greit^it  knf^fttlftc^, 
andniost  worthy  of  your  anxiou^andpaft^ 
cular  attention.-^I  wilt  not  enter  it  y¥^i*^t 
into  the  question  of  the  didms  of  the  Clftho^ 
lies  to  power  or  prefemient,  nor  •vrtH  I  dis- 
cuss now,  how  far  the  partkular  liieasurb 
proposed  could  tend  k>  endfttiglir  fhe'9^!0t«s^ 
tant  iBcendency  in  thitreahti ;  -beditis^)  fiei** 
ther  <tf  those  nue^tionff  appear  to  m6  neces- 
sary fbr  the  opiciToto  yot^oiight  t6  form  upon 
this  occasion.    But,  I  will  say  thi«,  '»nd,  I 
beljevte,  nine-tenths  of  the  electors' of' Great! 
■maih  md  IMand  wHl  go  aki^g  'wiihHUne  in  - 
M^iDg  it,  tl^  if  this  measure  does  ttnd  to 
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eoilanger  the  Protestant  ascendeticy  (and  in 
that  light  it  is  well  known  the  king  considers 
k)  to  which  Protestaot  ascendenc^^from  the 
first  dawn  of  the  reformation,  through  all 
the  most  important  struggles  for  4he  rights 
jand  liberties  of  the  peofSe,  I  maintain  wo 
lunre  been  chiefly  indebced  for  the  dearest 
and  most  valuable  of  those  rights  and  libera 
ties^  I  forHHie  would  go  to  de^  to-morrow 
tather  than  yield  it.— —But,  gentlemen,  I 
think  at  present  we  may  safely  lay  out  of  our 
consideration  erery  other t]uestion  but  sim- 
ply this :  was  the  measure  proposed  a  mea- 
sure worthy  of  great  statesmen  for  the  bene- 
fit or  government  of  that  country  for  which 
it  was  eaprcs^y  introduced,  either  as  a 
i;neans  of  allaying  the  discontents  of  Ireland, 
or  of  attacfaii^  the  nmnerous  population  of 
that  ctfuatry  tathe  hie  and  interests  of  the 
cmpifeai  lirge  ?  I  think  die  authors  of  this 
sieasore  will  admit  that  nothing  can  be  more 
lair  than  this  view  of  the  question  stripping 
k  as  I  do  of  all  the  other  considerations  with 
which  it  mighC  be  entangled.-— Gentlemen,  I 
maintata  tfaNs  nogative  of  this  proposition, 
and*  in  order  to  do  so,  it  is  necessary  to  adopt 
the  rvAe  of  every  gbixi  physician  j  namely > 
fb  have  a  clear  understaiKiing  o(  the  nature 
of  the  disease,  and  also  of  the  remedy. — It  is 
said,  and  1  believe  with  great  truth,  that  the 
aituation  of  Ireland  is  moat  critical  and 
alarming,  and  I  own  it  seams  marvellous  to 
me  that  this  discovery  should  have  been 
made  so  late,  or  at  least  avowed  so  late.— -«- 
That  there  must  be  some  radical  delect  is 
obvious  to  the  most  careless  obser^'er.  It  was 
but  the  other  day  that  we  beheld  the  horrible 
picture  of  a  large  portion  of  the  population  of 
that  unhappycountry  flogged,  picketed,  half- 
kanged^  and  othen^'ise  tortured  into  obe- 
dience to  the  laws,  and  these  and  other  out- 
rageous enermities  gravely  defended  in  the 
parliament  of  that  country  as  indispensibl^ 
)iic€$sary,  upon  grounds  of  policy.  I  re- 
member w^U  how  strongly,  and  how  elo- 
quently these  enormities  were  reprobated  at 
the  timc)  but,  I  have  observed  no  one  act 
dci.e  or  even  proposed  by  those  who  u^ere  so 
kKxi  then,  to  make  atonement  even  to  the 
fiteliags  of  this  deeply-injured  and  insulted 
people,  much  less  to  make  reparation  for  all 
the  burnings  and  devastations  of  a  licentious 
•oWiery,  *•  more  formidabte,"  as  the  im- 
mortal Abereronftbydedared  them  ^^  to  their 
*•  friends  than  to  the  enemy.*' — It  ta  well 
known,  and  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  Ireland 
has  been  long,  too  bng,  most  shamefully 
Beglected.  It  is,  perhaps,  the  greatest  re- 
flection upon  the  two^ast  reigns,  which  m 
all  other  respects  seem  to  have  cafTi^  the 
happiness  of  the  country  at  home^  and  iu 


of  Ministers  and  4S^ir5  qf  Ireland,      ffiOS 

prosperity  abroad  as  high  as  possible,  that 
the  state  of  Ireland  was  totally  neglected  } 
and  fh)ra  the  comroeocement  of  the  reign  of 
his  present  Majesty,  nothing  conld  have  been 
more  Erroneous  than  the  advice  of  his  mi* 
nisters  with  respect  to  that  country.— Tlie 
leading  featurb  of  tiiis  advice  has  been  to 
make  concessions  from  time  to  time  to  the  ; 
Catholics,  and  at  a  time,  too,  when  persona 
of  property  and  the  best  informed  of  that 
■persuasion,  were  coming  over  very  fiist  to 
the  established  church  \  and.  what  reason  caa 
there  ^  why  so  large  a  proportion  of  X\m 
population  of  Ireland  should  continue  Ca- 
tholics, wh^n  almost  the  whole  of  the  popu- 
lation of  Great  Britain  are  Protestants,  but 
tliat  the  treatment  of  one  country  has  been 
totaBy  different  to  that  of  the  other. — It  is 
well  known,  and  it  is  better  to  avcw  it  at 
once  than  give  dark  and  mysterious  hints 
abont  it,  that  the  great  mass  of  the  popula« 
tionof  Ireland,  are  in  a  state  of  discontant 
and  irritation,  that  requires  a  large  army  and 
perpetual  obser\'ation  to  preserve  the  peace 
and  government  of  the  country.  What  | 
must  be  the. condition  of  the  population  of 

such  a  country  ? If  the  laborious  classes 

were  in  possession  of  any  thing  like  the  real 
value  of  their  labour  j  if  they  had  any  thing 
like  the  means  of  common  justice,  m  it  pos- 
sible to  conceive  that  they  would  be  perpe- 
tually in  a  state  of  meditating  rcsi?^tance  to 
the  government,  at  the  imrainont  hazard  of 
their  lives,  and  the  ruin  of  their  families? 
But  the  fact  is  well  known,  that  their  condi- 
tion is  deplorable  j  and,  I  must  say,  that  I 
should  liave  thought  it  a  more  statesman-like 
measure,  to  have  bestowed  a  little  of  that 
humanity  of  which  we  have  been  lately,  and 
suddenly  so  liberal  towards  the  negroes,  up- 
on our  fellow^  subjects  in  Ireland,  whose 
condition  is  much  worse  than  that  of  the 
Negroes  in  the  West  Indies,  and  I  think 
such  a  measure  would  have  been  more  con- 
sonant to  the  strictest  rules  of  morality;  for 
I  have  always  been  suspicious  of  that  univer- 
sal pliilar\thtopy,  which  begins  with  the 
whole  human  race«  and  passes  over  all  the 
intermediate  gradations. 

"God  loves  from  whole  to  parts:  but  hui)&te 

soul 
Most  f  isc  from  individual  to  the  whole. 
Sclflpvc  but  serves  the  virtuous  mind  to  vrake»    . 
As  the  small  pebble  stirs  the  peaceful  lake  ; 
The  <Jcntre  moved,  a  circle  strait  succeeds, 
Atioihcr  still  and  siitl  another  spreads ; 
Friend,  parent,  neighbour,  first  it  will  embrace,    « 
His  country  next,  and  noit  all  human  nee.'* 

"  If  a  man  loveth  not  his  bfother  whom  . 
he  hath  seen,  how  cas  he  bve  God  whom 
he  bath  never  seetn."     If  thea  the  state  of 
Ireland  is  such  as  I  ba\e  described  it^  if  U  is 
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a  fiotorioQs  tm^,  that  what  with  one  exac- 
tjoa  or  another,  the  labouriog  dasge«  are 
ground  do wft  to  the  last  stage  of  wretched* 
fiesft  and  despair  ^  what,  is  this  grand  reme- 
dy that  \%  proposed^  allay  discontent,  and 
giv«  the  p^opl*  of  Ireland  a)l  at  once  such 
an  interest  in  the  power  aad  prosperity  of 
England  ?  What  is  this  wonderful  panacea 
for  which  one  ministry  actually  resigned, 
0nd  for\9hiQh  another  ministry  not  wishing 
to  resign  put  to  hazard  being  turned  out ; 
though. as  a  <:riteriun  of  the  real  impor- 
tance in  which  both  held  the  nostrum,  the 
ministry  that  resigned  soon  accept^  of  office 
a<^n,  upon  a  positive  pledge>  f»  Lord  Mel- 
vijle  has  now  declared,  never  to  renew  the 
proposal,  and  the  ministry  tlmt  were  turned 
out  offered  to  give  it  up  without  even  the 
saving  credit  of  a  resignation,  the  moment 
they  foimd,  as  Jjovd  G^nville  has  decided, 
thai  the  kiog  disapproved  of  it.— Why,  after 
alL  it  is  nothing  more  than  that  a  few  gene- 
rals in  the  army  who  are  Catholics,  may  be 
generals  upop  the  staff,  ifihe  king  pleases,  of 
hold  the  oSce^  of  copnnwiders  m  chief,  or 
master  general  of  th^  ordmin/se,  ^nd  to  se* 
care  by  l^w,  what  is  in  fact  secured  bypiac- 
tice,  (be  free  exercise  of  their  religion  to 
such  Catholics  as  should  think  proper  to  en- 
tei'  into  the  army  and  navy.-r-Now,  if  there 
was  a  repiedy  pot  only  inadeqnaie  to  the  ci;re 
of  a  (disease,  but  having  nothing  in  comxpon 
even  with  thfs  sytnptoms  of  a  disease,  it  is 
this. — T-That  a  measure  so  pitiful,  so  con- 
temptible, should  be  thought  worthy  of  se*-. 
rious  consideration,  might  surprise  any  man 
|l)at  ever  turned  hU  mipd  to  ^  science  ojf 
government,  if  his  surprise  were  pot  instant- 
ly lost  in  the  stupendous  folly;  of  one  of  noy 
Lord  l&renvflle  s  m^pificent  reverie,  that 
f  his  paltry  ipea^ure  would  enable  ps  *'  to  call 
to  our  aid  the  discontented  populatiop  of 
Ireland*  apd  conciliate  four  millions  of  peo- 
ple, and  kpit  together  in  one4:ommon  bond 
of  union  the  whole  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects." pray,  niy  good  lord,  can  you  shew 
us  how  your  grand  remedy  would  add  a  sin- 
gle potatoe  to  the  miserable  subsistence  of 
this  discontented  population,  how  it  would 
bring  shelter,  friends  or  raiment  to  the  na- 
ked, forsaken,  )iouse)es.s,  inhabitants  of  Ire- 
land? When  your  lordship  can  shew  us 
cliat,  then,  and  not  tijl  then,  will  ^e  think 
your  sche/ne  worthy  of  our  attention,  and 
also  your  quarrel  with  the  king. — We  know 
fron)  the  nKiuths  of  the  leaders  of  the  late 
rebellion,  that  when  Catbolic  emancipation 
was  contended  for,  som^ething  very  dl^erent 


to  the  admissibility  of  the  CathoFics  to  a  few 
of  the  higher  offices  of  the  state,  civil  and 
military,  which  is  the  whole  of  the  Idrge 
que!^lion  as  it  is  called,  was  intended  j  they 
wanted  emancipation  from  real,  and  not 
ideal  grievances  i  emancipation  from  the 
grindipgpaw  of  avarice,  injustice,  and  op- 
pression ;  emancipation  fronj  treatment  more 
suitable  to  brutes  than  men  j  emancipation 
from  i>eing  driven  from  one  end  of  Ireland 
to  the  other,  to  Hell  or  Conjiaught.— The 
few,  the  very  few,  who  might  be  gratified 
by  the  proposed  concession,  are  not  persons 
from  whom  the  government  have  any  thing 
to  dread,  eitlier  firom  open  resistance,  or 
what  has  been  called  Iroiiorous  inactivity .^-^ 
It  is  to  the  feelings,  the  interest,  and  hap- 
pipess  of  tl^e  population  of  Ireland,  that  any 
wise  state$ra3n  would  look  for  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  tiiat  country,  and  to  to  th^i 
greater  strength  and  better  secimtT  of  the 
empire,  and  pot  "  to  the  taking  (#for  the 
increase  of  tl>e  public  force,  from**  what  is 
called  "  a  superabundant  population,  hy 
drawing  as  it  were  even  from  the  very  sour- 
ces of  discontent,  the  means  of  our  strength," 
and  this  by  the  kidnapping  scheme  of  hold- 
ing out  to  this  discontented  population 
something  which  they  know  to  be  nothing. 
For  the  last  thirty  or  forty  years  the  only 
policy  that  has  beep  adopts  towards  cpaci** 
liating  this  discontented  population,  has 
been  concession  after  concessiort  to  the  Ca- 
tholics, and  what  h^s  it  produced  ?  Why,  li- 
terally what  it  was  worth,  just  nothing  :  so 
little  did  it  benefit  or  conciliate,  (and  (he 
ope  is  the  consequence  of  the  other)  that  in 
tjie.end  we  saw  this  discontented  population 
bursting  out  into  open  rebellion,  and  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  large  array  at  an  enorra^us  ex- 
pense to  secure  this  valuable  and  vulnerable 

portion  of  the  empire. It  is  evident  thnt 

mere  coiicessions  from  time  to  time  lo  the 
Catholics,  have  pnxiuced  no  good,  and  I 
have  shewn  that  there  is  po  reason  whv  any 
good  should  be  expected  fron^  tliem  —What 
therefore,  are  W0  to  think  of  ihe  abilities  of 
statesman  who  coqsider  this  as  their  grand 
n)easure,  as  indispe\sihly  netcssary.  Their 
readiness  to  give  it  up.  Lord  Greuville's  de- 
cjiiration,  "  that  he  did  pot  wish  ta  conceal 
*'  bis  opinion  that  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
"  IP  persisting  to  bring  the  q^esuoa  agnia 
"  into  disaission  at  the  present  moment, 
"  were  injuring  their  own  cause^  and  inju- 
'f  ring  the  general  interests  of  the  empire," 
must  induce  u-j  to  think  that  they  considered 
it  njerel/  ^»  a  sop,  vainly-  hoping  thereby  to 
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lull  the  discontents  of  Ireland,  and  to  put  off 
the  ^vil  day  when  the  alfeii  s  of  that  country 
must  be  seriously  examined,  and'  great  'sa- 
crifices made  before  any  good  can  be  done 
or  reasonably  expected.  Aud  independent- 
ly of  other  considerations,  wfio  could  ima- 
gine a  measure  to  be  indispensibly  necessary, 
which  they  ha(J  in  vain  endeavoured  to  sap- 
press,  or  who  would  hazard  even  their  own 
stations  for  the  sake  of  men  who  persisted  in 
bringing  forward  a  question  relating  purely 
to  themselves,  and  by  which  th^  xi'ere  not 
only  **  injuring  their  own  cause,  but  the  ge- 
neral interests  of  the  empire  ?** — ^The  truth 
w^  the  situation  of  Ireland  requires  other 
measures.  What  those  measures  should  he 
is  not  a  subject  for  a  hasty  letter  of  this  sort ; 
however,  I  will  not  fear  to  hazard  an  opi- 
nion. Having  shewn  that  Ireland  has  been 
shamefully  neglected  and  abused,  I  would 
adopt  the  same  mode  of  treatment  towards 
Ireland,  that  his  Majesty  with  his  taste  and 
knowledge  of  farming,  would  adopt  towards 
a  large  estate  that  had  been  treated  in  a  si- 
milar manner.  He  would  give  confidence 
to  a  dispirited  and  dissatisfied  tenantry,  he 
would  repair  their  habitations,  he  would  sink 
capital  in  Jgrcat  and  lasting  improvements, 
he  would  let  his  lands  at  fair  and  easy  rents, 
he  would  give  every  encouragement  to  their 
industry,  his  ears  would  be  always  open  to 
the  complaints  and  wants  of  all  that  lived 
upon  his  lands,  he  would  take  care  that  jus- 
tice was  done  to  all,  he  would  select  a  faith- 
ful, active,  honest,  intelligent  steward  to 
■watch  over  their  interests  and  his  own,  and 
always  consider  them  as  inseparable.  Oh  ! 
but  it  may  be  said,  how  many  other  conside- 
lations  are  there  in  the  government  of  a 
country  to  the  management  of  an  estate  ;  I 
admit  there  are  5  but  the  principle  of  action 
is  the  same  in  both. — ^Tlie  first  thing  a  great 
ftatesraan  would  advisQ,  would  be  a  deepand 
thorough  investigation  into  all  the  causes^f 
discontent.  This  of  itself  is  no  easy  task  j 
but  the  very  setting  about  it  in  earnest  would 
give  hope  and  inspire  confidence.  In  all 
cases  of  difficulty  or  danger,  it  was  a  maxim 
with  the  R(  mans  to  entrust  their  affairs  to 
an  experienced  and  successful  general,  and  I 
would,  therefore,  advise  his  Majesty  upon 
this  great  and  difficult  occasion  to  look  round 
him  and  see,  whether  he  has  no  subject  pre- 
eminently qualified  for  this  arduous  senke. 
I  think  he  has  a  man  qualified  by  abilities, 
and  integrity,  that  may  be  well  said  to  have 
been  tried  in  the  fire,  by  great  and  long  ex- 
perience, by  undoubted  and  acknowledged 
success  in  having  saved  tme  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's dominions  in  titive^  of  .the  utmqfet 
di&culty  and  danger.    But  this  man  is  con- 


nected with  no  party,  his  great  mind  would 
never  stoop  to  the  intrigues  of  faction ;  in- 
deed, both  parties  united  to  ruin  and  destroy 
him  ;  but  his  character  has  towered  above 
all  the  attacks  of  their  envy,  hatred,  and 
malice,  and  the  high  opinion  entertained  ot* 
him  by  his  sovereign  lor  his  long  andfaidi- 
ful  services,  has  been  completely  jastHitd. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  the  man  I  mead 
is  Mr.  Hastings.  It  is  now  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  he  was  the  saviour  of  Indid;  ^nd 
there  is  but  one  opinion  oi  his  being  tU 
worst  used  man  in  the  kingdom.  When 
Mr.  Pitt  at  last  made  up  his  mind  for  reawns 
now  well  known,  to  vote  for  the  impeach- 
ment, he  decbred  that  "  if  Mr.  Hastings 
'*  "Was  acquitted,  there  were  no  honoars» 
"  no  rewards,  to  whidi  he  was  not  enti- 

''  tied.*" Of  him  I  have  heard  my  Lord 

Thurlow,  who  took  such  pains  with  every 
part  of  his  ^ase,  and  the  late  Marqais  of 
Lansdowne,  who  engraved  upon  his  bust 
Ingrata  Patria,  say,  tliat  in  their  opinions, 
neither  Mr.  Pitt  nor  Mr.  Fox  couW  be  com- 
pared with  Mr.  Hastings  as  a  statesman  j 
and  these  two  noble  lords  wer»  competent 
to  judge,  and  wcte  well  acquainted,  pobKcly 
and  privately,  with  the  three  persons  of 
whom  they  spoke.— If  his  Majesty  owes  to 
Mr.  Hastings  the  salvation  of  India,  why 
may  his  Majesty  not  owe  to  Mr.  Hastings 
the  salvation  of  Ireland.  Why  should  such 
transcendent  abilities,  so  much  vfftue,  and  so 
much  courage  be  lost  to  the  country  in  this 
time  of  peril  ? — If  Mr.  Hastings  were  to  go 
to  Ireland,  T  will  venture  to  say,  he  would 
adopt  such  measures,  either  by  perambola- 
ting  the  country  himself,  and  inquiring  into 
the  real  causes  of  discontent,  or  by  appoint- 
ing fit  and  proper  persons  to  do  so,  that  he 
would  soon  win  the  hearts  aud  confidence  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  know  what  course  of 
policy  to  recommend  as  to  the  goYemmcnl 
of  that  country.  This  he  wouW  do  it^/Ao«i 
favour  or  affection. — One  of  the  great  griev- 
ances in  Ireland,  is  the  system  which  pre- 
vails there  alnK)st  universally  of  letting  lands, 
not  directly  from  the  landlord  to  the  tenant, 
as  is  the  course  in  England  and  in  Scotland; 
but  to  a  middle  man  who  immediately  sets 
about  reletting,  without  any  other  conside- 
ration than  that  of  how  much  more  he  can 
squeeze  out  of  the  miserable  tenants  whj 
cultivate  the  soil;  and  without  any reg«w 
to  their  prosperity  he  takes  all  the  land  pro- 
duces, leaving  the  unhappy  broken  hearted 
tenant'  a  bate  -subsistence ;  and  the  conse- 
quence is  perpetual  change,  distraining^ 
rent,  no  mercv,  no  indulgence,  misery  aod 
discontent,  ^his  after  all  is  tlie  curse  ot 
Ireland.— To  remedy  this  evil  require!  iR» 
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head  and  heart  of  a  great  statesman,  but  it  is 
and  ought  to  be  done.  The  tenaptry  of  Ire- 
land ought  to  be  conciliated  and  made  hap- 
py, in  spite  of  their  absent,  negligent,  or 
avaricious  landlords.  All  the  public  bur- 
thens are  by  this  system  made  to  fall  with 
intolerable  grievance  upon  this  laborious 
class,  whereas  there  ought  to  be  no  pressure 
of  public  burdens  fek  by  that  laborious 
class,  in  which  resides  the  physical  power  of 
the  country,  and  which  it  is  so  great  and 

just  an  object  to  couciliate  and  attach. 

Taxes  or  public  burdens  have  been  likened 
^hen  fairly  levied,  and  properly  employed, 
to  the  moisture  which  the  sun  draws  from 
the  earth,  and  which  falls  again  in  refreshing 
sliowers  J  but  when  partially  levied,  and  im- 
properly applied,  to  storms  and  hurricanes 
which  produce  devastation  and  ruin. — Let 
this  principle  be  attended  to,  let  the  afPairs 
of  Ireland  be  examined  and  conducted  with 
ability  and  integ^rity,  in  short,  let  Ireland  be 
attended  for  a  few  years  by  a  physician  of 
ability,  experience,  and  humanity,  and  th« ' 
troops  of  surgeons  that  are  kept  there  at  an 
enormous  expense  ready  to  perform  opera- 
tions, may  be  soon  as  safely  dispensed  with, 
as  my  Lord  Grenville*s  iudispensihle  Catholic 

nostrum  may  be  now. 1  am,  what  eveiy 

intelligent  Englishman  will  endeavour  to 
make  himself, A  true  English  Irish- 
man. . 


CATHOLIC    aUESTJoy. 

Sir, ^The  Catholic  question   has,  on 

various  occasions,  been  the  subject  of  much 
keen  discussion,  and  has  never  failed  to  ex- 
cite very  general  interest.  There  are,  in- 
deed, comparatively  few  who  do  not  think, 
that  those  restriction  laws,  which  exclude 
dissenters  of  this  persuasion  from  political 
stations,  are  both  impolitic  and  unjust.  In 
support  of  this  opinion,  very  many  specious 
arguments  have  been  advanced  j  but,  as  it 
lias  ever  appeared  to  me,  they  have  all  been 
more  or  less  wide  of  the  truth.  It  is  verf^ 
freely  admitted  that  the  class  excluded  are 
sufferers  \  but  it  is  apprehended,  that  great 
ds  their  sufferings  may  be,  they  do  not  atford 
an  atonemenc  by  any  means  commensurate, 
witli  the  vast  extent  of  their  moral  delin- 
quencies. This  assertioi>  will  be  fully  justi- 
fied, if  we  advert  for  a  moment  to  the  pecu- 
liat  tenets  of  their  faiih,  and  the  practical 
copsecjuences  which  must  necessarily  result 
from  them.  The  obnoxious  nature  of  that 
©ath,  which  is  administered  to  each  bishop 
at  his  consecration  is  so  very  apparent,  that 
to  give  any  comment  upon  it,  were  only  to 
insult  the  good  sense  of  your  readers.  He 
swears  in  the  most  solemn  mannei:  possible. 
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"  that  he  will  from  that  hour  forM^'ard  be 
"  faithful  and  obedient  to  Saint  Peter,  and 
'^  to  the  holy  church  of  Rome,  and  to  his 
''  Lord  the  Pope,  and  his  successors  canon- 
'*  ically  entering :  that  the  papacy  of  Rome, 
''  the  rules  of  the  holy  fathers,  and  the  re- 
"  galities  of  Saint  Peter,  he  will  keep, 
"  maintain,  and  defend  against  all  nben : 
*'  that  the  rights,  privileges,  and  authorities 
'*  of  the  Roman  church,  and  of  the  Pope, 
*'  and  of  his  successors,  he  will  cause  to  be 
"  conserved,  defended,  augmen/ed  and  pro- 
*'  moted  ,•  and  that  heretics,  schismatics, 
'*  and  rebels  to  the  holy  father,  and  his  suc- 
"  cessors,.  he  will  resist,  and  to  hispower 
"  persecute." — ^The  bare  recital  of  such  an 
oath*,  is  almost  as  shocking  to  humanity,  as 
the  religion  which  enjoins  it,  is  repugnant  to 
the  dictates  of  reason,  and  of  common  sense. 
It  is  evidently  pregnant  with  the  utmost 
possiblQ  illiberality,  absurdity,  and  cruelly. 
But  it  is  insinuated,  that  no  danger  is  now  to 
be  dreaded  from  the  Catholics,  as  the  princi- 
ples of  toleration  are  generally  understood 
among  them,  and  as  they  are  very  willing  to 
renounce  all  connections  with  a  foreign  head. 
Our  fears  respecting  them  are  termed  ro- 
mantic, wild,  and  visionary.  Accordingly, 
an  host  of  ecclesiastics  are  prepared  to  abjure 
the  pope,  to  reprobate  every  cl.iuse  of  the 
oath  referred  to,  arxl  to  maintain  that  the 
principle  which  deiii^^s  "  tliat  fiiith  ought  to 
**  be  kept  with  heretics,**  is  pnlpably  absurd, 
as  well  as  glaringly  impious.  This  is  all  very 
well  J  but  still  it  will  admit  of  a  doubt,  whe- 
ther we  have  yet  got  any  satisfactory  evidence 
of  their  conversion.  Their  words  and  their 
oaths  would  seem  to  be  equally  deserving  of 
credit ;  for  we  have  already  h<id  fatal  expe- 
rience, of  the  real  value  of  both,  firj  fact,  a^ 
free  pardon  may  be  obtained  for  ariy  piime, 
how  great  soever  may  be  its  magnitude,  by 
which  an  augmentntion  of  the  power,  or  the 
wealth,  of  the  See  ( f  Rome  is  acquired. 
That  opinion  too,  which,  of  all  others,  is 
niost  dissonant  to  morality,  namely,  '*  that 
'*  it  is  commendable  to  do  evil  that  good  may 
*'  come,"  is  not  only  a  favourite  dogma ; 
but  it, is  incorporated  with  every  ceremony, 
of  hnly  church.  It  were,  vain  to  deny,  that 
there  are  iu  her  comhiunion  m^my  valuable 
characters,  who  would  scorn  to  be  guilty  ot* 
that  vile  duplicity,  which  marks  all  her  pro- 
ceedings, and  which  is  so  frequently  prac- 
tised by  her  clergy.  But  it  is  likewitjc  true, 
that  the  religion  itself,  is  not  only  favourably 
to  tyranny  and  superstition;  hut  that  both 
are  strongly  inculcated  by  it.  In  good  truth, 
those  who  adhere  to  it,  at  least  the  majority 
of  them,  and  still  nn^re  especially  the  clergy, 
wish  jjolhing  so  much,  as  the  subversion  of 
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theconstUutionoftbr?  country;,  whether  m 
<;^iirch  or  6t0|e.    Tb^r  emaocipa^ion  i^.  tar 
'^om  being  the  only,  or  even  tlie  phief  pb- 
.jecti  cif  t&ir  ardent  desires.    On  the  cou- 
:  Iraryji  «uch  an  aaoendenpx »»  tbo  state,  as 
najr  iihiooat^XP^ye  tbc  way  for  the  ]eg;al 
'cstablsahmenjt;  of  (beiir  fii^ithi   Is  that  wliich^ 
-tlieyhav9  invariably  i^i  view.     It  is  pushibJe' 
that  th(^  n]^y  not  be  too  sanguine  iu  their 
'  expectations^    Their    i,nnocency^  integrity, 
and  uprightness,  as  well  9s  tbe  barnilessness 
of  their  principles,  are  now  become  fashion- 
able topies  of  conversatioHu    But  it  is  an  old 
ada^  ?md  it  is  9  very  true  one,  that  **  it  is 
•'  not  oUgM  t hut  glitters,'*     Fair  profes- 
•ions  ar^  made  very- easily  :  tbey  cost  little, 
r  and  the)  gpreatesc  knaves  ordinarily  abound 
vith  roost  of  then?.    We  are  iuvidioiisiy 
asked  whether  it  is  nf^t  highly  proper,  that 
all  raljgu»iiSLsh<|ttl4  be  tolcraxed,  and  whether 
.-the  naerabec^  of  opposite  pomniunions,  ought 
not  to  be  eligible  to  places  of  trust  and  emo* 
lumeni  Under    government^    Both   these 
questions  «re  susceptible  of  a  very  easv  and 
obvious,  sOliHioa.     Every  religion  ought  to 
be.  tolerated,  how  absurd  or  unreasonable 


care,  ^nd  roil.  Honour  ahU  wealth  art  fonmi 
to  be  tbe  principal '  hioiiveis,'  vhith  prompt 
human  ej^ertion,  iij  the'  preseiil  Vnoperfect 
state,  pf  society.  Unless,  ihert^fh'fl*,  rottns 
are  employed  to  allure  self  liive  Into  fte'  ser-k 
vice  of  the  public,  we  shall  io^lri  ei^tto 
find iudiiidiiaJs,  growing Iftto perhiatt^rtMw* 
\  bitb  of  virtue,  or  incVrqMn^  in  Idve  td  tfteir 
coudtry.  Let  us  a|>pl)^  these  o!Jserv{ltl6m  to 
the  subject  presently  under  disdlfeion.  Tho 
Catholics,  evdry  pne  knbPWS.'fbrm  Jl  itxj 
considerable  part  ot  the  jk>pulaiioit'of  ©rest 
Britam  and  Ireland  But  f6r  their  reBrioai 
sentiments,  many  oF  theni  M'ould  raiiktijrfi 
in  the  army,  and  hpt  a  f?w  would  becHgroe 
to  political  stations.  Many  of  ihciii  aref  00 
less  dislincuishcd  for  the  brilliiiiflcy  ^f  tlor 
talents,  than  for  tire  excellency  of  tbeir 
hearts.  !•.  it  reasonable,  or  pt:o|)ef,  or  eveo 
expedient,  therefore,  that  their  genius  and 
worth  should  lie  hid  in  obscurity,  instead  of 
being  called  forth  into  notice,  in  ofto  tfet 
tbe  public  might  enjoy  the  full  adtantilgl  of 
both  ?  This  question  is  confessedly  deseWng 
of  a  serious  answer.  There  are  few  who 
would  feel  inclined  to  deny,  that  by  far  the 


aoever  Us  tenets  may  be,  if  they  are  not  dis-  1  niaioriiy  of  Cntlrolics,  c^  hiy  little  dairo  to 

i.^^A\ : :..! ru ...:».. i  ^.-  *    .    ii      .       .  t .u        mL^.  VA^«m. 


•onantto  the  principles  of  humanity  and  so 
dd  otdcr.  The  doctrine  oi  the  univer.s:il. 
right  of  conscience,  embraces  ^qiuilly  tlie 
diftciple  of  Moses,  of  Confucius,  or  ofClirist. 
Every  bum^n  creature  -ought' assured^  to  be  . 
allowed,  (but  on  no  ,ac(;ount  required)  to 
worship  bis  Maker,  under  the  dome  of  a 
dathedral,  or  within  thje.  unconsecrated  walls 
of  a  dwelling  house,  without  ever  coming 
under  the  coguizance^  of  any  penal  statute. 
But  if  he  slKill  be  at  once  foolish  and  de- 
praved enough,  to  attempt  the  extirpation  a( 
his  neighbour's  religion,  or,  if  he  believes 
that  it  is  incnnibent  on  him  to  do  so,  then 
ought:  his  actions  immediately  to  be  suspect- 
ed, and  each  of  his  motions  cautiously  watch- 
ed. Noetmcm  deny  that  this  is  reasonable, 
and  just,  and  politic.  So  much  then  for  the 
iirst  tjuesiioni  In  answer  to  the  second,  it 
may  not  ^e  anproper  to  make  a  few  desul- 
tory remarks.,  on  restrictive  laws  ijj  general, 
and  more  perticularly,  on  those  Avhich  pre- 
sently affect  tlie Catholics.  Audit  is  nothing 
more  than  justice  to  say,  that  considered  ab- 
slractfy,  or  without  any  rebiion  to  the  end 
pA>posed  10  be  answered  by  them,  they  are 
peculiarly  cfJpressLve,-  if  not  wholly  unjust. 
Ti«y  •erve  to  p3af:e  the  tomb-stone  on  the 
venetahle  head  of  genius :.  nor  do  tlipy  ever 
feiL  to  check  activity,  ^nd  stpp  the  march  of 
^  ^mprovriiMmt^  We  can  scarcely  suppose, 
bdt  9toiia€tpa^i<>li^  ^1  ever  thrive  in  a'^ 

and 


so\\t^bf!f^f^f9fi^f^%  W^^, pfdistrns^ ai^d 
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intellectual  or  moral  worth.  Their *fem- 
Icdge  is  limited  to  a  meagre  M  of  tlistpd 
dogma^s,  which  shrink  from  sober  and  mtnily 
investigation.  It  is  not  indeed,  e*^  tO'SSp* 
pose,  that  a  mind  capable  of  ^v*n^  fl«ri(ws 
credence,  to  the  doctrines  of  transobstatttfa- 
tion,  and  the  trinity :  the  infidlibilltjr  of  the 
pope,  and  auriailar  confession,  couHbe  any 
great  acquisition  to  a  society  of  sensible  me- 
chanics, and  certainly  nnich  less  so,'to  s  Ca- 
binet Council,  or  a  British  House  OfCetn- 
mons  One  cannot  help  Ihinktng,  thcfdore, 
that  tI)ose  enlightened  iodiviclaals,  who  iw 
found  in  the  communion  ^  the  •  Roroish 
church,  do  not  really  believe  the  abstifdi^H 
which  custom  and  education  hhvs  tSUght 
them  to  hold  sacred.  TheyviWP«Wmt«>er  ap- 
pear (p  have  a  feeling,  as  if  they  ^1^*^^ 
ing  over  a  precipice,  andanxitni  t6  kttptk 
salest  side.  But  apart  frrrin  th4  iittdl««"« 
poverty  of  the  protesors  of  thW^rtHg^e**  ^ 
majority  of  them  are  still  more  deititti^  « 
that  integrity,  w hich  eat  alone  *«i4i^.'«n« 
being  an  <jbu?ct  of  tnist  and  insAiktoae  to 
auotlier.  This  is  eooffe^edly  'W*  wiU 
charge;  but  it  is  tfndeniaT)l>-in!tli -W«  all 
know  that  nefariot^  itdvk*,  *hiefcitl«p'«K)l7 
successor  of  iahn  Pefer,  tehdetiid  lo  ttertin- 
formnate  m6naf ch  of  Pntoc*.  '  "fte  IW'[' 
of  it  was/'ihaf  h^  niight^wfdMt^<*^<»"^*  .'* 
people,  by  caffiiig  tAv«i  'sWd^wirt*'W«n«- 
nes8  the  fCmcerlty^fh^k^MsMn'^'^' 
gard  fb  the  new  e<teti*d<ia{WbiWU^P«^- 
pdsedtn  hfctearc  ^^^nd&Mtkkmm  ;M»y 
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,  l^i^pri^sUyi^Q  ^te  the  majorily  of  the  people , 
^Vi(t,  ipd^ed,  it  were  unreas<9nable  to  svip^)ose 
^j^g^«*...-..      t 1  _ 1_:  inquire,  whe- 

^^er  i  ice  confidence 

i.nt^UjC  really,  and  in 

good  J  r  religiph,  that 

it  is  la  How  creatures 

t>j  fjji  saiue  time  to 

c^l  u^  hole  earth  to 

witoe  Englishman, 

Wfl3t   KMi$;n7»\%;i4%.     K  lu\c?tl^ur^.f     'iHy,   what   P0>- 

n^t  intid«l,,  would  wish  to  see  the  manage- 
meiUoif  the  important  interests  of  his  coun- 
try^ consigued  into  their  handi.  But  nei- 
€kjj^  U  thi^  tl^  only  vice,  with  which  they 
*»rf^  chargeable.  In  their  character,  a  dread- 
ful ooippQu.nd  of  duplicity  and  craeity,  will 
befo^nd  to  exist.  Let  tlie  early  part  of  our 
tMstury  be  appealed  to,  ia  proof  of  this  asser- 
iiau^  af»  well  a$  that  ot  every  Catholic  coun- 
try, it  cannot  he  alledged  ia  their  bekilf, 
tliat  their  opinions  ar^  merely  speculative, 
aod.that  they  have  no  clFectupon  their  prac- 
tice^ as  wfs  all  i^now  that  the  contrary  of  this 
is  true.  The  public  mind  has  become  ex- 
tranely  altert;d  with  reg^ird  to  them^  from 
wbai  it  was  abo^t  a  century  and  an  half  ago. 
ilocieutly^  jt  was  usual  to  view  them  with 
tJl^atmost  conceivable  jealousy^  cautiously 
ta  mark  alUbek  movements,  and  to  guard 
ag^BiK  tkeir  stow  and  almost  im[)erceptible 
c^^ci^oachmetDts,  with  a  vigibnce  which  could 
alone; be  equaled  hy  that  consummate  wis- 
d^o),  witU  wh^h  it  was  dictated.  Our  ve- 
jMenib)e-a<ice8,(ars  were  unwilling  tliat  these 
^14  Mr|}en)ts  should  sting  them  twice,  and 
tkt^y  were  car^eAil  bo  warn  their  posterity, 
agl4k»t,|heir.  malice^  amdi  cnieftf,  and  cun- 
aiog^^  iffoK  ^  long  wbiie  lubsequeiU  to  the 
m?o)«ktioaim  Ex^glandy  ihey  were  known  by 
tbW  naive.  <f(  "  ike  Common  Enemy,**  and 


tilr:  .1 

dftsd 

of4h 
la^rjN 


tween  the  Catholics  in  this  country,  and*  his 
holihbss  ^P,6\t\e.     WeRftd^  likewist,  or 
at  least  vre  ou^hOoknow,  the  sangoinaty 
naiiire  and  tendehcy  of  their  princtjileap  sts 
Well  as'  thb^' motives  which  pronfipt  cbem^to 
^petftfop  for  a  redress  of  their  grievamet.'  If 
we  arb  Drtt  tlien  dead  to  e<i»vyBentiiiieii^. 
which    6ught  >(i   agltdte   thd    bneaibts   ef 
fireemen  j  it  we'  ixrould  not  wUh^  to  sto  bar- 
barism and  «upei*sti<lo«  agaiti  utfurp  the  sa- 
cred empire  of  truth  and  reason  5  if  11-ewptdd 
not  have  our  p6«erity  again  bow  to  godaiof 
wood  and  Btone;  rf  we  would  not  chuae  that 
absolute  monarchy  should  once  moi;e  be  ve- 
nerated as  the  best  of  govehirfients,  a^  tiie 
monarch  himself ador^^s  the  anoinisd'of 
the  Most  High  ;  if  wr  Would  4tepTceate  ail 
those  dreadtiil  efiU,  kf  us  guard  againsfrtie 
trcfachcry  of  the!  Catliolics,  at  leart  until  they 
shall  have  fully  expiated  their  crimes,  and 
juntii  we  shalt  have  obtain^  better  evidence 
of  the  sincerity  of  the4f  ^ofesMooS)  than  ei- 
ther their  wonis  or  their  oaths  can  a^ord.  Tlie 
Test  Laws  cannot  be  justified,  however^  in 
as  far  as  they  ojierate  against  the  ProieHant 
Dissenters,  either  oft  the  ground  of  justice, 
or  of  expediency.'  They  are  a  class  of  pa- 
tient sufferers,  Aiho  liate  long mrugglcd en- 
der  tlie  frowns  of  the  court;  and  t\us  analke- 
mas  of  the  orthodox.    Yoii  are  *ieH  aware, 
that  they  are «\ eluded  from  political  stations, 
in  co^^cqneiKe  of  that  act  which  enjoins  the 
reception  of  the  holy  euchari»t,  accordina  to 
the  rights  and'ceremonies  of  the  establia^ed 
church,   iijion  every  f individual  capaUe.  of 
holding  ally  office  under  goternraent*    The 
act  of  indemnity,  it  has  been  5flid,  is  eqdiva- 
lent  to  the  total  abrogation  of  this  stutnle  ; 
but  than  this  nothing  cah  be  more  &lse.     It 
is  freely  admitted,  that  a  certain  description 
of  Dissenters  may,  ami,  as  there  is  reason  tc 
think,  dd,  conform  to  it  wilhoot  cooiponc- 
tion  3  but,  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  be- 
tween their  t^ligious  Opiuhitts,  aod  those  of 
the  established  chui^h,  the  st^adeof  difi'ei^ence 
is  much  too  minute  to;  merit  serioua  aitten- 
tlon.    The  followers  of  the  Geneva  reformer 
will  feel  very  little  interest  in  therepearf:  of 
the  Test  Laws,  white  they  di)  not  hnnnedi- 
diately  afiect  thtimseh'es;    But  there,  ate  A 
num«rous   and  highly  respec^ble  daaa  of 
Protestant  Dissenters,  who,  were  it  not  for 
their  religious  opinions,  Would  be  eligible  to 
political  station  -,  and  who  hate  never,  al- 
most in  a  single  instance*,  been  foimd  to  qua-  - 
lify  themselves  in  terms  of  the  statute  re^r&i 
to.     No  danger  need  be  apprehended  from 
the  dissemination  ■  of  their  prilwi pies,,  whe- 
ther political  or  reHet6ns,  AS*tbe  fermer  are 
in  perfect  unison  witft  those  of  the  British 
constitution,  and  as  the  latter  have  all  a  re- 
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ferepce  to  the  "world  to  come.*"  Between 
them  and  the  Catholics  there  is  no  similarity 
ThQ  peaceable  principles  of  the  rational  Dis- 
senters are  become,  m  a  manner,  proverbial. 
Instead  of  encouraging  wars  and  persecu- 
tions, they  have  all  their  lives  been  loudly 
protesting  against  both.  Moreover,  we  can 
depend  upon  their  words  and  their  oaths. 
They  have  got  no  indulgences  for  dissimuh- 
tion,  r.or  have  they  the  remotest  connection 
with  a  foreign  head.  If  the  act  of  indemnity 
do  indeed  render  the  penal  laws  existiiig 
against  them  obsolete,  as' is  pretended,  why 
are  they  not  expunged  from  our  statute 
books  ?  But  eveu  suppo>ing  this  should  ne- 
ver be  the  case,  why  should  any  one  propose 
to  elevate  the  Catholics  so  much  above  them  ? 
This  is  neither  reasonable,  nor  fair,  nor  iust. 
— — I  remain,  Sir,  with  great  res'pect,  yours, 
&:c.;— SiMPLicius. — Aberdeen,  T]lh  March, 
180/. 


CHANGE    OF     MlS'ISTRY. 

Sir, — —Anxious  that  merit  should  be  the 
concomitant  of  talent,  my^ inclination  was 
prone  to  "the  honourable  mention  of  tlie  emi- 
nent men  who  formed  the  stay  and  bulwark 
of  the  late  administration ;  and,  I  confess. 
Sir,  I  struggled  hard  in  my  own  mind  to 
have  ac(ipiUed  therh  with  eclat,  and  to  have 
rescued  them  from  the  sable  cloud,  with 
M.h'ch  you  had  enveloped  them,  by  the 
publicatiott  of  your  last  week's  letter  j  but, 
1  must  admit  my  efforts  were  vain,  and  I  am 
compelled  to  leave  them  smarting  under  the 
lash  of  your  pen,  which  though  severe,  seems 
just.  I  was  at  first  daazled  with  an  apparent 
dignity  softened  with  conciliation,  which 
seemed  to  breathe  through  the  speeches  of 
l..>\\\s  Grenviile  and  Howick,  but  I  wascall- 
c  i  iVom  my  delusion,  on  considering  the  po- 
s  tif.n  v>  hich  you  so  forcibly  put,  viz.  that  if 
thv  icit  asOre  they  proposed  relating  to  the 
Cii-h  >lir.s  (pesiis  ero  vivensj  were  just  and. 
'  IK  a  iiary,  wliy  drd  mmisters  oftl-r  to  relin- 
cuisii  it ;  and,  if.  it  were  of  a  contrary  ten- 
(lencr,  what  must  have  been  the  motives 
ivliicl>  led  to  its  adoption.  The  position  and 
tl/e  inlerencenre  too  strong  for  me,  with  all 
the  warmth  of  my  wishes,  to  conttovcit ; 
more  partic  ularly  when  informed  (as.  Ihe 
l^te  and  present  ministers  havo  taken  care 
we  should  be)  of  the  nature  of  a  privy  coun- 
sellor^S;  and  consequently  of  a  minister's, 
oatii  J  for  if  it  be  the  unquestionable  duty  of 
a  minister,  to  advi.-e  his  sovereign  to  the  best  ) 
of  his  judgment,  unswayed  by  partiality  or 
interest,  it  must  be  also  his  duty  to  reccKie 
froi^i  the  oftice  6i  official  adviser,  to  ilie 
crown,  when  thosfe  measures  which  in  his 
judgment  he  has  advised  as  M  and  expedient 


to  be  adopted,  haye  the  royaV  sanction  re- 
fused them :  for  that  advice,  to  use  your  lan- 
guage, Mr.  Cobbett,  '*  must  be  worse  than 
useless,"  whicli  passes  by  unheeded.  If 
there  be  an  act  to  be  done,  a  parliamentary 
measure  to  be  instituted  which  the  safety  of 
the  state,  or  the  happiness  of  the  people  re- 
quires, it  is  the  duty  pf  ministers  to  ad\  ise  the 
executive  power  to  give  effect  to  such  a 
measure ;  but  if  the  measure  be  just  and 
expedient  it  ought  to  be  carried  into  effect, 
and  the  omission  or  refusal  to  do  so  is  an  in- 
jury to  the  state  -,  to  answer  for  which  in- 
jur}%  there  must  be  somewhere  a  responsi- 
bility, and  the  fundamental  maxim  and  laws 
of  the  country  designates  ministers  as  the 
responsible  persons.  By  consequence,  there- 
fore, no  minister  or. official  adviser  can  con- 
stitutionally continue  in  office,  who  has  pro- 
posed a  measure  in  his  conscience  advanta- 
geous to  the  state,  to  whiclj  his  Majesty,  or 
rather  the  executive  power,  refuses  an  ac- 
quiescence. In  such  predicament  did  the 
late  ministers  stand  when  the  qualified 
emancipation  of  the  Catholics  was  proposed, 
.  and  the  royal  consent  withheld ;  but  they 
varied  from  the  plain  line  of  conduct  wnich, 
if  I  am  correct,  it  was  their  duty  to  follow, 
and  offered  to  capitulate  by  an  abandonment 
of  their  plan.  To  have  so  capitidated  unless 
convinced  of  the  fallacy  of  the  measure 
(which  they  now  even  positively  disavow) 
was  to  have  been  guilty,  as  it  occurs  to  me, 
of  an  indisputably  unconstitutional  act,  and  a 
dereliction  of  their  duty  as.  ministers  j  and 
had  his  Majesty,  satisfied  with  their  hutai- 
liation,  permitted  them  still  to  have  conti- 
nued his  official  advisers,  it  would  have  be- 
come, I  apprehend,  the  duty  of  parliament 
to  have  humbly  addressed  his  Majesty  to 
have  removed  them  from  his  counsels  j  and 
had  not  such  recommendation  had  its  de- 
sired effect,  we  might  have  said  in  the  lan- 
guage of  a  Roman  Consul,  *'  Errare  civcs, 
si  tum  senatum  aliquid  in  republic^  posse  ar- 
bitrabantur."  It  seems  admitted  on  all  sides; 
bj  the  gentlemen  who  have  left,  as  well  as 
those- who  have  succeeded  to  the  adininistra- 
tion  of  affeirs,  that  the  present  state  of  the 
country  cannot  be  called  a  *'  Bed  of  Roses;" 
arid  as'it  has  been  the  habit  of  tliose  in  power 
toweaf}'  their  auditors  with  turgid  and  ful- 
some eulogiuras  on  the  prosperity  and  stabi- 
lity of  the  country,  we  may  fairly,  I.  pre- 
sume, interpiet  this  negative  b<*d  of  roses  io 
imply  a  very  uneasy,  if  not  a  flinty  couch. 
But,  Sir,  if  the  country  be  so  critically  si- 
' '  tuated,  if  our  condition  i)e  so  truly  periloos> 
what  consolation  is  left  ua,  but  the  hopfe  tnat 
we  may  have  the  guardianship  and  48S'^^* 
ance  of  ministers  endued  with  luminoui 
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rcinds  and  inflexible  integrity,  and  who  pos- 
sess the  esseritiai  qualification  of  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  the  con- 
stitution. '  But,  Sir,  where  are  our  hopes  to 
iind  a  resting  place  ?  How  are  ihey  to  be 
realized,  when   we  find  that  the  veryrudi^ 
ments  of  the  constitution  are  unknown  by 
men,  under  whose  protecting   power   the 
country  is  to  be   placed  ?  Strange  and  para- 
dojiical  as  this  may  appear,  it  is,  I  affirm,  in- 
controverlibry  true.     Lords  Grcnville,  How- 
ick,  and  Hawkesbury  are  at  this  moment  at 
variance  on  the  mere  simple. question,  of 
w(iat  is  the  duty  of  an  official  adviser  of  the 
crown  ',  and  yet  will  these  gentlemen  taktf 
their  posts  as  such  advisers  with    all  the 
firmness  of  conscious  worth.    Lord  Hawkes- 
bury  insists,  tliat  for  a  minister  to  propose  a 
measure  in  parliament,  to  wbicii  his  Majesty 
may  be  averse,   is  to  divide  the  executive 
power  firom  the  monarch,  and  to  throw  an 
odium  on  the  royal  person,  which  is  uncon* 
stitutional.     Lords-  Grenville  and   Ho  wick 
aseert,  that  a  minister  has  two  duties  to  per- 
form ;  the  one  as  official  adviser,  the  other 
as  member  of  parliament;  and,  that  in  the 
latter  capacity,  a  minister  may  constitution- 
ally propose  and  advocate  a  legislative  mea- 
sure,  without  the  approbation  of  the  crown  j 
provided  it  be  not  one  which  falls  within  the 
precinct  of  the  ministerial  office  5  how  far 
tliat  ministerial  office  extending,  the  noble 
lords  omitting,  to  give  us  any  information.' 
Now,  Sir,   if  it  l^  a  maxim  well  founded, 
*'  that  the  life  of  government  is  reputa- 
tion,*.' in  what  a  hopeful  condition  is  it  now 
placed,  surfotinded  with  dangers,  and  de- 
prived of  its  "  bed  of  roses."  What  rational 
expectation  has  the  people,  I  ask,  of  being 
relieved  from  the  fearful  exigency  of  the 
times,  when  the  fuiidaliiental  principles  of 
government  are  professedly  not  understood 
by.  those  to  whom  the  safety  of  the  slate  is 
entrusted  ?^This  dispute  among  his  Majesty's 
late  and  present  ministers  is  particularly  ill 
timed;  **  nop  hoc  ista  sibi  tenlpus spectacula 
pbscit!"  it  chills  the  warmth  of  our  expec- 
tations, and  nothing  but?  the  "  leprosy  of 
doquence"  could  have  induced  them  to  have 
agitated  the  subject :  but  as  it  has  been  agi- 
tated^  I  will  trouble  you  with  a  few  words 
relating  to  it.'    It  is  an  admitted  fundamental 
maxim  of  the  constitution,  <<  that  %e  king 
can  do  no  wrong;**  a  maxim  most  desire- 
able^  and  which  at  once  establishes  the  un- 
bounded loyalty  and  affection  of  a  people  to-  . 
wards  their  monarch  r  but  the  same  wisdom 
which  established  the  maxim,   necessarily 
established,  also,  (hat  responsibility  should 
attach  somewhere ;  and  as  it  could  not  at- 
tach on  those  wlio  were  onconoected  with 
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.  the  acts  of  tlie  executive  power,  it  brcame 
i  an  essential  branch  of  tt^e  constitution,  that 
the  king  should  have  official  advisers,  in  or- 
:  der  that  there  might  be  those  on  whom  the 
responsibility  could  justly  fall.     Now,  it  is  a 
'  clear  and  fundamental  principle  of  justice, 
'  that  no  man  should  be  responsible  for  what 
he  cannot  avoid ;  and  of  necessity,  therefore 
I  to  make  the  official  advisers  of  the  crown  re- 
,  sponsible,  they  must  be  peifectly  free  and 
uncontrouled  in  their  right  to  advise ;  snd 
equally  free  to  cease  to  be  such  official  ad- 
visers, when  their  advice  shall   be  rejected. 
So  long,  therefore,  as  administer  continues  in 
his  office,   the  executive  branch    must  be 
presumed  to  have  acceded  to  eve'-y  recom- 
mendation that   such    minister   may  have 
made;  for,  as  it  is  clear,,  a  minister  woula  be 
responsible  for  omiiiing  to  uo,  what  in  his 
official  capacity  he  found  was  necessar}'^  to  be 
done,   it  cannot  for  an  instant  be  supposed, 
that  any  minister  woidd  continue  in   office 
under  the  penalties  of  responsbiliry,  when 
his  judgment  was  either  oppo'^cJ,  or  in  any 
manner  counteracted. — I  iiave  deduced  the 
nature,  and  principles  of  responsibility  thus 
^r,  in  order  that  I  might  sai is./ you,  Mr. 
Cobbett,  that  Lords  Hawkesbury,  Grenville, 
and  Howkk,  notwithstanding  they  differ  as 
to  the  duty  of  a  minister,  are  not  either  of 
them  correct   in   their  ideas  of  the  subject 
Lord  Hawkesbury  says,  that  for  a  minister 
to  ac^ocate  any  measure  in  the  House  ini- 
mical to  the  feelings  and  disposition  of  his 
Majesty,  (who  will  probably  refuse  his  con- 
currence to  it)  is  to  throw  upon  his  Majesty 
an  odium ;  which  cannot  be  constitutional : 
and  Lords  Grenville  and  Howick,  who  un- 
der *'  existing    circumstances"  denied  the 
truth  of  that  proposition,  admitted,  however, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  a  minister  not  to  in- 
troduce any  measure  in  parliament  which 
had  not  his  Majesty's  previous  approbation. 
Now,  both  those  positions  of  these  political 
Juminaries,  are,  I  contend.  Sir,  unquestion- 
ably fallacious ;  and  the  last  two  hoole  lords 
perceived  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  their 
proposition,  without  absorbing  the  member 
of  parliament  in  the  minister,  \Vhich,  how- 
ever, upon  no  principle  of  sound  sense  could 
be  supported;  and  they,  therefore,      .;,ted 
on  the  individuality  of  the  two  characters, 
\thongh   they  contended  for  the,  accuracy  of 
their  proposition.    Now,   I   take  it  to    be 
quite  clear,  Mr.  Cobbett,  that  a  member  of 
parliament,  being  minister,  holds  the  two 
characters  perfectly  distinct ;  and  that  he  has 
a. right';  and,  incited,  it  is  his  houndai  duty^ 
as    a    member,  to  propose   in  parliament 
whatever  measure  he  s1k»11  think  expedient, 
or  that  the  exigency  gf  the  ^late  shall  re* 
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qtiirej  but  having  so  proposed  it,  if  it  even- 
tually receive  the  concurrence  of  the  two 
Hou^efi  of  Parliatoent,  the  proposer  (being 
ailhe  jjam6  time  the -King's  official  adviser) 
would  be  reapotisible  thai  the  iTieasure  should 
receive  the  executive  sanction';  and  if  his 
Majesty,  in  his  undoutled  ^screi'icm,  should  ' 
refuse  his  assent,  the  consequcn<Je  of  such 
refusal,  being  injurious  to  the  state,  must  of 
necessity  attach  oa  the  minister;  -who  in 
8uch  ca  e,  to  redeem  hinoself  from  theconse- 
quience  >  wOuli  have  no  alternative  but  to 
rosign;  as  by  continuing  iti  office,  he  could 
d^ftfnd  himpolf  with  Ho  possible  exculpation. 
Now,  there  i$  no  anomaly  I  insist  in  this 
d(Jctrir  e  >  it  is  as  perfectly  Ix)n9isteht  (appa- 
reaitly.  to  me)  wUh  the  principles  of  the  con- 
fttitut  on>  as  i\  is  agreeable  td  the  dictates  of 
rea^'  d.    Thut  a  very  great,  and  almost  self- 
fcudent  anomaly  t>revailed  in, the  mind  of 
I^rd    Hawkesbury,    when   he    talked   of 
*'  throwing  drt  odium**  otk  the  King,  cannot 
I  think,  adoak  of  diotibt }  for  th«re  can  be 
cotistiiutionallv  no  such  thing  as  odium  at- 
im:hing  M  4ke  tAonarcby  and  by  making 
such  an  assertion^  tny  Lord  Hawkesb^iry, 
iv>itb  dll  due  deference  to  his  lordship's  wis* 
6oin  and  talents,  most  satisftctorily  establish- 
Iki  to  me,  that  although  he  adniiitted  (he 
iUa&im  that  the  king  can  dd  no  wrong,  he 
did  not  really  understand  it.     That  he  did 
Xiot  do  Ro  will  clearlv  appear,  when  we  con* 
lider>  that  to  admit  that  odium  cun  be  thrown 
upon  his  Majesty  respecting  any  parliattien- 
iary  measure,  requires  thai  we  sifbuld  pre- 
viously admit,  that  his 'Majesty  niJir  have 
d«ne  that  which   is  wrohg  j  for  without  Jt 
yrong  either  real  or  supposed,  no  man  can 
hy  possiiUity  b^  (he  subject  of  odlu m  ;  but 
by  the  t\uidamtjntiil  maxim  of  (he  state,  the 
kibg  onn  do   no   wron{»-,    the  8uppo<iiion, 
therefore,   that  any  Oviiurti  can  be  reflctted 
dn  his  Majesty,    instantaneously   vanishes. 
When   the  Ute  mltiistry  lutrdduced  a  mea- 
sure which  they  felt  necessary  to  the  welfare 
cf.  the  state  should  be  adopted,  but  to  which 
his  Majesty's  Sanction  could  not  be  obtnirrcd 
(and,  which  I  lor  one  do  most  unfei^iiedly 
thank  his  MajeAty*  for  I  feel  fully  persuaded 
tif  the  truth  of    that   maxihi  Which  savs. 
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becompaible  ?  No  argument  U  necessary  ta 
establish  that  a  pledge  is  inconsistent  wHb 
the  principles  of  the  constitution  j  hot  if  i^- 
be  so,,  how  hate  the  ptesent  miftislry  avoid* . 
edit?  Have  they  not  virtuafty,  if  not  9C* 
tually,  entered  into  such  a  pledge?.  Itatriket' 
me  as  impossible  for  them  to  get  rid  of  lh0 
charge. '   If  I  dischai'ge  my  servant  for  t!B-  • 
fusing  to  do  a  particular  act  which  I  require 
of  him,  atid  I  take  another  who  enters  dajF   ' 
service  with  a  full  knowledge  of  th^  causo 
of  my  parting  with  my  former  one  j  does  he  ' 
not  virtually  assent  to  do  the  particular  a^^ 
wliatever  it  may  be,  for  not  doing  which,  I 
parted  with  the  sehant  he  has  succeeded  ?  A 
tribunal  of  justice  would  so  decide  it.     Afid' 
these  gentlemen  so  jealous  lest  any  <Hii«i»l 
8h(6uld  attach  i^on  their  monarch,  cannot  ♦ 
shield  therpselves  by  saying  that  his  Majesty  » 
rediiired  of  Peter  wTiat  he  would  iiW  require 
of  raul  J  because,  if  Paul  and  Peter  are  to  fill 
precisely  the  same  situations,  there  wou^dbe 
nothing  of  distributive  justice  in  y^tf'ing  the- 
services  required  of  each.     Lord  Chatham 
suggested  the  expediency  of  *'  infiasiug  » 
portion  of  new  health  into  the  constimti«i| 
to  ei>able  it  to  bear  its  infirmities  j"  biit»  t 
should  sliggest.  Sir,  as  a  prelitninary  ilaci« 
SUIT,  the  exi>ediency  of  infusing  a  portion  of 
new  health  into  the  inlellecls  of  tbos«»  wiio 
have  the  Care  of  fhe  constitution  intrusted  to 
them;  for,  without  that  Hygiean  valoqii  1 
am  afniid,   Mr.  Cobbett,  thty  will  not  b* 
enabled  to  say  with  Auejiistus,  **wc  found 
the  city  of  brick,  and  have  left  it  of  marble*** . 
-M.  S. Lincoln  s  lun,  March'Sl. 


•*  Ubi  papa,  ibl  Eoma  I  in  soecula  Faeculo^- 

fum  ! ')  it  was  their  duty  to  have  resigned  : 

atthe  same  timt?,  Sir,   though  the  orintting 

indisjcretion.  They  at  Uw^t  de- 

s  for  lidt  entering  into  the 

bas  been  th6  subject  cf  so 

\ :  as  sudi  pledge,  so  long  as 

>ered  to,  would   have  struck 

s  of  the  slat^ ;  f<)r,  how  c;in 

xibt  withiJut   a    freedom  fH* 

^  au  ^mh  Iroedom  and  a  pledge 


CATHOLIC     filLLi 

Siit;-1  am  a  constant  reader  and  ad* 
mirer  of  your  Regi.ste'r,  and  as  such,  I  tak-e  . 
the  liberty  of  submitting  a  few  remarks  on  a 
subject,  upon   which  at  predeut,  J  am  in- 
clined to  differ  from  you. — In  your  lastSatur**' 
day's  Register,  In  treating  Uiwnjthe  subject  of 
theking's  intetferencein  regard  to  withdraw* 
i.ngth*Caiht)lic  Bill,  it  doesappear  tome,  and 
it  is  with  the  greatest  deference  that  I  sab.*, 
ibit  my  opihion  to  your  consideratiooi  Ibat 
you  have  hid  a  greater  stress  of  disapprob^-* 
tion  upon  this  sbpposcd  interference  tlian  the 
nature  of  ih'j  case  will  warrant. — ^I'he  distinct 
tion,  in  the  case  before  us,  that  I  am  desirous, 
of  establishing,    is  this,  that  it   wpuld  be. 
highly  improper  and  unconstitutional  fo5  hia. 
mSje-sty   to  shew  his  disapprobation,  or   |o. 
make  uSe  of  his  influence,  to  stop  tiie.pro^ 
greis  of  any  Bill  jbrougik  into  Pajdiamentjbjr- 
atiy  individual  member,  not  in  ike  colheti 
uiiril  it  comes  before  hirw.  In  ilsr^ilar  and 
constuti<^nal   rour^ej  .Uft  his  saniption  oi- r»^ 
fiisal)  but  that,  on  tht^  pUier  feWrf^  View 
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cofl)))etent,  wkbotit  infHngenieiit  of  the  con  • 
•titiAim),  to  orpfrete  to  his  minUtei:s  his  dis-^ 
apj^dbatton  of  any  biUbrought  ioto  parlia- 
m^ttl  by  them,  tts  memhers  qf  the  calinei, 
without  hia  previous  concttrreiKie. — And  the 
drrtTactiOQ^  ap^rs  obviously  this,  that  he 
coOMluiiiicafes  to  them  his  disapprobation^ 
of  tlii»  tftieir  immediate  act^  as  his  servants 
ani 'Mnters,  and  not  as  members  of  the 
l^sbitare)    and    consequently ,   that  they 
<K^t  previously  to  obtain  his  consent  to  any 
biU  or  medfDfe^  concerted  as  his  servant^ 
and  Hitendedtobebrodghtiinto  parliament  by 
th^m)  dnd  fortfaer,   mat  the  king  as  the 
head  ofthe  eabinet,  moist  be  considered  as  a 
pafty^to  every  measure«#hich  originates  iu 
it )  and*  he  has,  so  fkr>  ah  undoubted  right 
to  be  >W/jr  acquainted,  with  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  noeasiires  so  originating  :  in 
short  the  king  appears  in  a  very  considerable 
decree  identified  with  {his  cabinet. — If  this 
dextrine  shotild  seem  to  you  unsound  I  have 
tiodoubt  but  theillcotrsequences  which  might 
resoh  frons  its  application^  will  immediately 
pnaetit  tiieitiselves  to  your  mind^  though  at 
the  motkiiint  iiotte  of  any  considerable  weight, 
oolur  «o  nle.-^It  in  fact  amounts  only  to  this^ 
that  the  ministers,  as  iervttnts  of  4fte  king^ 
ought  not  to-  ori^nate  any  bill,  known  Uy 
thflOi'&i  ho9iiie  or  distressing;  to  his  feelings 
and  eoBscience,  without  his  positive  cpncur- 
rtic0^^i*^^'wth^t  business,  (irst  to  convince 
hi*  mhid,  that  the  measures  they  propose, 
ard  sttc^  as'he  can  conscientously  assent  to, 
are  neoetsary  for  the  good  ofthe  state,  and 
are  founded  in  M'tsdora  and  policy.    And  for 
this  reason,  that  it  Would  reduce  both  the 
king  and  his  ministers,  to  a  most  awkward 
dilemma,  were  a  measure  originating  in  tliis 
qaarter,  to  pass  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
aad  qfterwards,  to  meet  with  an  obstacle  in 
the  tiltimate  sanction  of  his  majesty,  with 
whom   (as  identified  with  his  cabinet)   it 
wcmld  seem,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  have 
origitiated. — It    therefore  follows,    if   any 
particular  measure  so  circumstanced,  shall 
appe^  tk)  the  ministers  iis  indispensable  to 
th^wfelfite  of  the  country,  they  ought  with- 
out imltdtion,  as  honorable  and  indepeudant 
ra^' rather  to  resign  their  situations)  and 
ioiiaet^tely  bring  it  forward  as  individual 
Memb^rd  of  I\irliahient,  than  abandon  any 
m0a^ui*e  tt^ich  they  concieve,  to  the  best  of 
the^r  jodffeibents,  calcuhted  to  produce  an 
essi^tial'  benefit  to  their  country .^-The  dis^ 
ting^iSbhi^  characteristic  of  servitude,  I  take 
for  gtaniedi  to  be  obsequiousness  to  \ht  will 
of  the  master  Wemployeh  in  a  lAore  or  less 
degn^,  BCODrdiiig  to  dve  vairious  situations  in 
liie.-'*  Wtien'thsrt  ceaSe^,  the  propur  relations 
bcvw^imt^  and  luao  am  at  an  eud«  and 


a  coarse  of  disorder  aad  insubordination  M^  ' 
lows,  totally  destructive  of  the  natural  ordei* 
of  things.     Now,  *  aa  the  ministers  are  con- 
tinually calUog  themaelvet,  the  Xlbg^s  ser- 
vants, they  surely  do  tneen  to  aqktiowIedge> 
a  degree  of  obsaqaiousness  to  his  will  to  a 
certain  eatent,  as  a  characteristic  of  theit 
servitude.    And  upon  this  gfonnd,  if  would 
seem  only  dooorons  oti  their  part,  to  consult 
and  study  his  wishes  and  indinatioo,  in  mat«^ 
ters  of  persooai  and  eanscienthmt  conidera^ 
tions  at  least,  at  far  as  they  can  consistent 
with  their  duty  and  honor,  and  when  called 
upon  to  go  fprther,  the  remedy  is  short  and 
straight   before  .  tiiem-^kt  them  unfetter 
themselves  from  all   restraint  of  <krty  of 
obedience,  as  servants  of  his  magesty  by  the 
resignation  of  tbear  |^ces*'^I  leave  to  ^ou^ 
Su*,  to  decide  upon  the  merits  and  plausIbHitf 
ot  the  defence  of  the  late,  ministers,  und  to 
determine  whether  they  had  or  hdd  not  ob- 
tained Ills  a;^i^^*s  eoof«nt,  to  fhe  introduc- 
tion ofthe  Catholic  .fiill;  and  shall  <fontent 
myself  with  expressing  ooa  sentimftfit;  (nnd 
which  I  doubt  not  is  become  very  genenil, 
from  the  eixperl^de  and  insif^t,  ^oW  h&id ' 
of  their  views  and  iiicUnations)  and  whith 
is,  that  whatever ;  cause  may  have'  led  tb 
their  disgrace  and  dismissal,  I  hail  it  as  a 
happ}'  circumitanoe  to  the  country  at  lai^* 
and  ajiist  reward  of  their  apostacysdid  shame-  * 
fill  dereliction  of  the  prtodpteft  and  profess  ^ 
sions  with  which  they  haveamttsed  the  coun- 
try for  so  many  years  past.— I  trust  and  hope« 
Mr.  Cobbett,  that  yon  will  not  relax  you,  ' 
exertions,  so  honorable  to  yourself,  in  ex- 
posing to  the  pubHc  view  whate.var  may  oc*  " 
cur  in  the  new,  orany  suc(jeeding  adminfs«<' 
tration,  that  shall  require  your  admirable- 
animadversions.— -I  am  Sir,  &c.  C.  H.  M.— 
London  3 Isi  Mifrch,  180/.  ' 


"    IBARNBD   LAlfoUAOES/ 

No.  21, 
Sia,— — I  ton  one  of  those  tmfortunata' 
dogs,  whose  nature  has  something  in  it  so  ^ 
repugnant  to  Greek  and  Latin,  that  ho  tima' 
nor  labour  can  make  them  as^imultta.  1^ 
f  long  years  was  I  incessantly  Tv^rtaiog 
it  away,  and  for  as  long  did  mv  worthy 
preceptor,  with  Syntax  in  his  left  nand,  and 
tl.*2  birchen  twigio  his  right,  fwsidiously  ap- 
ply them  d  priori  and  d  poetefiori  to  my  len- 
der parchment,  but  all  in  vain.  How  have 
1  smarted  under  the  lash  of  Cicero*S  Elo- 
quence 1  And  I  am  sure  that  my  blood, 
which  Caesar  has  so  often  jihed.  Will  ris^' 
hereafter  in  judgment  against  him.  But,  do 
not  imagine,  Sit,  these  years  6f  unsucceft* 
fqldrudgery  have  product  no  effect.  Frortf 
A[lpha  to  Omega,  i  hate  the  classics  all  5  wtA 
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h  is  now  in  the  exultation  of  my  heart,  that 
I  congratulate  you  on  the  prospect  of  ulti- 
mate success  in  your  undertaking. — Boldly 
to  have  planted  the  standard  of  revolt,  ana 
defied  the  tyrants   even  in  their  strongest 
fastnesses,  was  nobly  done :  at  firsts  1  feared 
to. ask  whether  you  survived  the  daring  act, 
but  now  I  breathe  again,  and  hope  one  day 
tojrevel  in  the  sweers  of  gratified  revenge.— 
I  cannot  puppose  .  that  you  have  proclaimed 
yourself  without  duly  considering  the  riaeans 
ani  strength  which  your  antagonists  possess. 
When   I  behold^  their  fortifications,  which 
time  and  folly  have  for  ages  past  been  contri- 
buting to  render  impregnable,  they  make 
mp  tremble.     It  needs  not  me  to  tell  you, 
tl^  those  dpspots  are  intrenched  in  Univer- 
lal  Grammar  to  their  teeth:  thtrir  Auxiliaries 
arc  numerous  and  disciplined  :  every  hero  - 
t>f  antiquity  will  ba  sulnmonedpto  furnish  his 
quota.     Cohort  upon  cohort  of  Latin  quota- 
tions are  emb'jdied.     The  compact  legiona- 
ries of  Polyglots  and  Lexicons  present  an 
itapenetrable  front.    This  is  but  their  first 
line  }  behind  it  range  the  Grecian  Argyras- 
pides  in  Phalanx.     Declensions,  Moods,  and 
Tenses  sixteen  deep,    whose  innumerable 
close  locked  ranks  and  files  extend  in  long 
.  and  terrible  array.     At  every  pass  and  inter- 
val, redoubts  of  Commentaries,  Notes  and 
Glossaries  are  raised,  between  whose  embra- 
«i\res,  that  murderous  Artillery  the  Parts  of 
Speech,  peep  out  ready  to  mash  the  invaders 
brains  to  atoms.     In  presence  of  such  a  for- 
niidabie  host  I  shrink  involuntarily  appalled. 
I 'trust  that  you  are  not  unacquainted  with 
the  temper  of  this  foe.     A  specimen  of  the 
crushing  dictatorial  authority,  whose  accu- 
niulated  weight  you  will  have  to  contend 
with,  is  afforded  by  >our  correspondent  Sco-- 
to  Britannicus  (No  1 9).    With  all  the  mag- 
nificence of  privileged  importance/  he  asserts 
that  from  .the   **  Learned  Languages'*  almost 
all  the   "  Modern  Jarg(nis"   are   derived, 
lylthoat  the^e  cannot  be   understood,    and 
wanting  these,  that  perspicuity,   elegance, 
energy  and  taste  are   not  to    be  attained. 
Now,  it  must  be  confessed  this  ipse  dixit  car- 
riei^  force,  when  we  reflect  that  all  our  Er^g- 
Hfh  Jargonists,    not    omitting  Shakespeare 
and  Burns,  were  so  notoriously  skilled  in 
Hebrew,  Greek,  and  Latin,  Etymons  and 
Roots.     But,    notwithstanding    the    deadly 
blows  of  John«;on*s  ponderous  Vocabi^ary, 
aid  Mr.  Dalze/^  L '.  n  Mace,  I  hope,  Mr. 
Cobbett,  you  will  still  siuvive  to  prove  that 
S:oto'8  conclusions  a.e  not  q^'ite  conclusive. 
From  the  long  string  of  argjraents  (a§  he 
calls  them)  with  which  he  th;«atensyou,  he 
culls  out  one  "  more  cogent  and  unanswer- 
able than  all  the  rest,**  to  terminate  his  so- 


lemn packthread.    The  cogency  of  this  same 
argument  you  will  notice  when  jod  think 
fit ',  meanwhile,  I  hope  when  next  he  con- 
descends to  communicate  in  English  Jargon, 
he  will  explain  what "  moke  unanswerable'' 
signifies.  It  4s  clear  this  learned  Dun — s  Sco- 
tus  can  instruct  us  in  all  the  various  cfc^re^^ 
of  impossibility ;   after  which,   his  readers 
may  or  may  not,  as  they  deem  it  expedient, 
*'  cover  their  rears  with  his  reasonings."— 
But,  Sir,  have  you  marked. tlie  matchless  ar- 
rogance of  this  Trencher  Cap.     He^  says, 
(and  be  is  but  the  echo  of  the  whole  frater- 
nity), unless  we  can  explore  with  monkey- 
like  facihty,  each  root  and  branch  of  their 
vaunted  tree  of  knowledge,   (to  roe  the  Bo- 
hon-Upas  of  the  underatanding)  that  we  are 
but  "  pitiful  creatures,  fit  only  to  scrawl  at 
dei^ks.  to  keep  shops,  or  to  fill  the  places  of 
ignorant  and  miserable  peasants."      Why, 
what  a  sweep  would  this  make !  For,  only 
trace  the  inference;  nobility, gentility,  and 
worth  must  fit  the  iron  bedste^  of  thia  new 
Procrustes  or  chuse  among  the  alternatifci 
ho  presents— to  be  clerks  or  counter  me», 
hewers  of  stone  or  drawers  of  water.  I  thiak 
the  cup  of  their  iniquity  is  full.     To  you. 
Sir,  the  champion  of  our  cause,  the  vindi- 
cator of  our  wrongs,  the  asserter  of  our  free- 
dom, we  turn  with  anxious  eyes :  remem** 
her,  that  nothing  but  exteroiinatlon  will  ap- 
pease the  wrath  of  the  unrelenting  tyruits 
jouoombat.    You  have  drawn  tl^^word, 
then  throw  away  the  scabbard  and  advance. 
I  cannot  help  fondly  cherishing  the  belief, 
that  I  shall  live  to  see  their  overwhelming  in-* 
soJence  and  scorn  repaid  with  ample  ven- 
geance.   I  long  for  rhc  day  that  is  to  lee  the 
lightning  of  your  disquisitions  against 

•* these  frowzy  squadroni  hurl*!*, 

"  To  rash  and  sweep  them  from  the  iR^ld.** 
For  my  part,  alas !  .save  a  few  Greek  and 
I>atin  pellets,  I  can  offer  you  no  assistaocei 
these- seven  years  bondage  withered  all  m) 
pith,  nothing  but  my  prayers  remain,  which, 
depend  upon  it,  shall  be  fervently  offered  up 
for  your  success,  by  your  hearty  well  wisher. 

Dunce. 
P.  S.  After  the  tide  of  victory,  as  yott 
will  think  it  cruel  to  deprive  the  hordes  you 
have  discomfited,  not  merely  of  the  mean* 
of  resistance,  but  of  subsistence,  it  will  then 
be  for  the  legislature  to  cpnsider  of  some 
way  of  employing  them.  Perhaps  it  may 
'be  thought  advlseable  to  allow  the  superiors 
and  professors,  at  least  a  moderate  stipend 
for  keeping  the  best  Translatioas  of  the 
Classics  in  repair.  I  know  ic  will  be  a  sine- 
cure for  each,  and  that  it  will  make  a  large 
addition  to  our  already  grievous  long  ^^\  ^^ 
placemeo  apd  pensioners,  but  it  is  incoDsist* 
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entwith  the  geherostty  of  Englishmen  to 
strrke  a  fallen  foe  j  besides,  it  may  be  ob- 
served, that  time,  at  po  remote  period,  will 
have  reduced  them  to  that  number  which  go- 
vernment may  think  sufficient  for  the  above- 
mentioned  purpose. 
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Continental    War.  —  Thirty-six    Bul- 
letin of  the  Grand  French  Army, 

Poscn,  Dec.  1. — ^The  head-quarters  of  the 
Gfand  Duke  of  Bei^  were,  on  the  271  h  of 
November,  at  Lowicz.  Gen.  Benningseu, 
who  commanded  the  Russian  army,  had,  in 
the  hope  of  anticipating  the  French,  entered 
Warsaw,  and  pushed  forward  an  advanced 
guard  to  take  positions  along  the  river  Dri- 
zura. — On  the  26th  the  out-posts  of  the -re- 
spective armies  fell  in  with  each  other,  and 
the  Russians  were  thrown  into  confusion. 
General  Beaumont  passed  the  Drizura  to 
L6wicz,  killed  and  wounded  several  Rus- 
sian hussars,  and  made  a  regiment  of  Cos- 
sacks prisoners,  and  pnrsaed  the  enemy  to 

.  Bloftie. On  the  27th  some  skirmishing 

took  place  between  the  advanced  posts  of 
the  cavalry  of  both  armies,  when  the  Rus- 
sians were  pursued,  and  some  taken  prison- 
ers-—Oil  the  28th,  towards  evening,  the 
Archduke  of  Berg  entered  Warsaw  wiih  his 
cavfllty,  and  on  the  igth  the  corps  of  Mar- 
shal Davoust  advanced  to  the  capital.  The 
Russians  liad  retreated  over  the  Vistula,  and 
had  burnt  the  bridge  after  they  had  passed. 
It  wouK!  be  difecult  to  describe  the  enthu- 
siasm of  the  Poles.  Our  entrance  into  the 
capital  was  quite  a  triumph,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible to  form  an  idea  of  the  zeal  which  the 
Poles  o{  every  f ank  display. — iPatriotism  and 
national  spirit  haye  not  diminished  in  the 
hearts  of  this  people,  but  have  acquired  new 
tbrce  amidst  misfortune.  The  most  fervent 
desire,  the  only  wish  of  the  Poles,  is  to  be- 
come again  a  nation.  The  powerful  a'ban- 
don -their  castles,  and  come  to  implore  with 
earnestness  the  restoration  of  their  nation^ 
and  ofier  their  children,  their  fortunes,  and 
all  their  influence  'towards  accomplishing 
that  end.  This  spectacle  is  indeed  interest- 
ing. They  have  already  every  where  re- 
tmned  their  ancient  dress»  and  their  former 
custonis. — ShaH  the  Polish  throne  be  re-es- 
tablished, and  shall  the  great  nation  secure 
for  it  respect  and  independenee  ?  Shall  she 
recall  it  to  life  from  the  grave  ?  God  only, 
-who  directs  all  human  a^airs,  can  resolve 
this  great  political  question.  But  certainly 
never  did  more  memorable,  more  impor- 
tmt  evtnts^  arise.    From  a  c^pgeniality  of*. 


sentiment,  which  does  honour  to-the  Frencht 
the  few  stragglers,  who  were  guilty  of  ex- 
cesses in  other  countties,  have  experienced 
so  good  a  reception  from  the  people  here, 
that  no  severe  regulations  have  been  neces- 
sary to  make  them  conduct  themsdve*  with 
propriety. — Our  soldiers  often  ob^/rve,  that 
the  solitary  wildernesses  of  Poland  are  very 
different  from  the  smiling  fields  of  their  own 
country — but  they  immediately  add,  tharthe 
Poles  are  good.  Indeed,  the  people  of  tixis 
country  exhibit  themselves  in  such  a  light, 
that  it  is  impossible  not  to  take  nn  interest 
in  tlieir  destiny.— The  day  after  thisBuiktia 
was  published,  namely,  -the  memorable  2A 
of  December,  there  was  addressed,  ia  th^ 
name  of  the  En^peror,  to  the  grand  armj « 
the  following  proclamation : 

' Imperial  Heai-QttarUn  at  Posen^  Dec.  2, 
I8O6. 

SoWiersT A  year  ago,  at  this  lame 

hour,  you  were  on  the  memorable  field  o£ 
Austerlitz.  The  scared  cohorts  of  Russia 
fled  defeated  before  yon,  or,  suiroubded, 
laid  down  their  arms  at*  the  feet  of  their 
conquerors.  To  the  moderation/  and  tilo' 
(perhaps)  blameable  generosity,  which  over- 
looked the  criminality  of  the  third  coalition, 
is  the  formation  of  a  fourth  to  be  ascribed. 
But  the  ally  on  whose  military  skill  their 
principal  hope  rested,  is  already  no  more." 
His  principal  towns,  his  fortresses,  his  forage 
and  ammunition  magazines,  280  standards, 
700  pieces  of  cannon,  are  in  our  power. 
Neither  the  Oder  nor  the  Warta,  the  Desarts 
of  Poland,,  nor  the  rude  season  of  winter, 
have  been  capable  of  arresting  for  a  moment 
our  progress.  You  have  braved  all  dangers, 
have  surmounted  them  all,  and  every  enemy 
has  fled  on  your  approach,.  In  vain  did  the 
Russians  wiah  to  defend  the  capital  of  ancient 
and  illustrious  Poland.  The  French  Eagles 
hover  over  the  Vistula.  The  unfortunate, 
but  brave  Poles,  on  contemplating  you,  fan- 
cy they  behold  the  celebrated  legions  of  the 
Great  Sobieski  returning  from  a  military  exr 
pedition. — Soldiers  !  We  shall  not  lay  dowrt 
our  arms  until  a  general  peace  has  confirmed 
and  secured  the  power  of  our  allies  •  until  it 
has  restored  to  our  commerce  its  freedom, 
and  given  back  to  us  our  colonies.  On  the 
lElbe  and  on  the  Oder  we  have  re-conquered 
'Pondicherry ;  all  our  possessions  in  India, 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  Spanish 
colonies.  What  right  has  Russia  to  hope 
that  she  shall  hold  the  bjlancc  oi  destiny  in 
her  hand  ?  What  rieht  has  she  to  expect  she 
should  be  placed  n  s  '  favourable  a  situation  ? 
Shall  there  be  a  coaiparison  made  between 
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.Posen,  Dec.  5^t-—Prinice' Jerome,  urho 
-seominttfids  Ihe  army  of  ti^  allies,  afier  hav- 
ipg  closely  blockaded  Glogau,  and  caused 
batteries  to  be  constnictedjaroiini  that  place, 
(orocreded  with  the  Bavarian  diviatons  of 
. Wrede  and  DefDi  towards  Kalitach,  to  watch 
^the  Rowiana,  ind  left  General  Vftndamme 
;L«ad  the  Wkteipbcrg  corpato  continue  the 
mkgt  fif  Gl^au.  Tno  mortars,  aiid  teveral 
l»ieew  rfcatiDcto, .  arrived  on  the  29th  of 
November  j  they  were  immediately  placed 
in  batl^.  Afier  a  £i*w  hoars  bombard^ 
Jtmsx\t,  the  place  scrrendered,  and  a  capkula- 
:tioa  w^  aigiaed — ^tte  allied  Wirterobeig 
gnofil©  h^e^disi^aiyed  great  g^iantry.  a,600 
^fii^aiKConsiderable  m^azineaof  bibcuit,  corn, 
4|)0¥rffrt.4ea^y  200  pieces  of  cannon,  are  the 
results  of  this  concpi^,  wliich  is  so  impor- 
tant, particularly  on  account  of  the  excel- 
iencei  of  tlie  works  aiid  the  situation  of  the 
'WifM  it  is  lbs  capital  bf  Lower  Silesia, 
The  Rns^ans  have  retard  battle  on  this  side 
NMrWftrs^,  and  have  Tejia^sed  tlie  Vistula. 
?tnje  Grand  Diikeof  Berg  has  passed  that  ri- 
.^titi  pursuit  of  them,  ^nd  has  talcen  the 
iiUJburb  tf  Praga,  ll^e  Emperor  has  consc- 
H^tfetftly  given  ordersto  Prince  Jerome  to  ad- 
.Vance  on  Ms  r^ht,  towards  Brc5lau,'and  ^o 
tav«Wir  that  pUici,'Avhich  most  also  »oon  fiAl 
4^to<mr  po>V6fi  The  7  fortreases  of  ^iitesia 
?wm4)e'  rtti^ii^lvely^tbdketl.wd  >l<lrtckad#d. 
^XSfteiPthe^^tewpek'^  the^troq)©- \\4fch:  tt#e ; 


iti  tho^  places  is  considered,  no  one  cao.es** 
Ject.  them.to  nxakp  alpng  ^esis.t^ce*— The 
little  foft  of  Culmbf^pb^  c^Ued  Plassenburi^ 
haij  been  bIockijdcd.by,a.  battalion  q£  paytk' 
riai}s.    Being  Airqj^lie^  with  pJ<^vjijSJpqst.  A^ 
several  mpoths,  there  was  119  Vft^j^^li^- to  j^- 
peqt  that  jt  should  hgive ,  j^urre^adej;^  sQ^pi^'. 
I'he  Emperor  ordered  artilierj^lo  be  pre- 
pared at  Cronach  and  ForcLeiu  for  battening 
tJiis  fort.     On!the  i4th  of  Nov.2!>  pieces  of 
cannon  were  placed  in  battery,  which  det^i^- 
mined  the  governor  to  surrender  the  place. 
M.  De  Beckers^  colonel  of"  ,tte  6th.  Bavarian 
regiment  of  the  ipfantry  of .  the  li.ne^  y/ho 
commanded  the  bl9Qk^4e>  displayed  nmch 
skill  and  activity  in  the  situation  in  which  hie 
was  placed, — By  the  artiples  of  capitulation 
of  Plossenburgh^  the  Prussian  ^garrison  weiie 
to  remain  prisoners  of  war,  at  the;  disposal 
of  the  King  of  Bavaria. .  The  offi^iers  <o  he 
released  on  their  parole.    .The  sick  soldiers 
to  remain  till  recovered*     The  invalids  in 
retain  their  allowances,  and  to  b<^  renapvfd 
to  Bayreuth.    All  tl^e  pictures  and  genealo- 
gical tables  rejative  to  the  ro):al  family  pf 
Prussia,  were  to  be  preserved  in  the  depot 
for  the  King  of  Prussia.--There  were  ibupid 
in  Plassenburg,  63   pieces  of  cannon,  6^ 
quintals  of  powder,  600)bu  of  salt-petre,  400 
quintals  of  lead,  40  quintals  of  bar  ironv  1 144 
muskets  of  difterent  kinds,  ^00  old  muskets, 
74  carbines,  200  pistols^.  200  sabF^^^^f^ 
of  old  colpurs,  29  old  standards,  46  new 
standards,  2  50  cartouche  boxes,  8000  £int8> 
2,700  hedge  bills,  8  caissons,  14  trains,  '9 
forges,  9  kettle  drums,  &c.  &c. — The  troops 
consisted  of  Major-general  BaroQ  d'Uttm- 
hosen,  4  majors,  f  captains,  7  lieutenants^ 
.600  privates  of  the  line»  apd  l^Q  invalids. 


TJuriy-nintk  Bulletin  cf  the  Grand  Frendk 

Posen,  Dec,  7.* — -A  comber  has  a^it«d 
with  inteHigence  to  the  Emperor^  diaft-  ilfo 
Rnssians  have  deelared  war  agtnMl  ^ilfe 
Porte;  that  Cboctim  ^nd  Bender  aM  Mtt- 
ronnded  by  their  tTXK)pB;  that  they  ham^sucl* 
tienly  passed  the  Dnetst^;  and  ^an^M  tts 
^n*  as  Jassy.  It  i«  Genital  Micbelii^  ^^frho 
commands  tlje  Russian  army  in  Wathreh^. 
The  Russian  army,  €Otnm^e<d  bfl^erti^ 
Benigxen,  has  evacuate  the  Vfetnla,  and 
6#ems  inclined  to  bnry  UiteM^^n  tW  hntrior. 
•^-^Marsbat  Davoust  -h^  ^pasied  the  ^i^ttild, 
.Had. has  49$^abUshed44i8  head  mitfrters^tieJRt^i^ 
Pr^;  U MS  a^vaii«ed::[MMt8  are>  iiH  tkb  Btig. 
.The€^faT^Diik6r  o^  B*rgreteiii*i*^  War- 
sflfw.   :The£mp(^^itill  has  liislli£iiid^^!in^ 
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Fortieth  Bulletin  ofiheCraiid  PrtnchArmy, 
pQsen,  1>ec.  Q.-^M^tshal'  Neylias  passed 
thi^  Vistiifa,  and  chteV^d  Hiorn  on  the  Gth/ 
.Me  bestows  parttcular  encomiums  upon  Co- 
lohd  Savary,  Who,  at  the  head  of  the  I4fh 
reg.  6{  tfifintry,  and  ihe  gpenadlerg  and  vot- 
tlgeuri  of  the  95th,  and  the  (5th  ligfit  Infan- 
try, vrvii  tlie  first  to  pas$  that  river.  At 
'Thorn  he  canie  to  action  with  the  ft'iissrarxs, 
Vhbm/nAer  a  trifling  affair,  he  compelled  to 
'evacuate  the  place.  Some  were  killed,  and 
iwertty  m^^Q  prisoners.— This  affair  gave  oc- 
casion to  a  veiy  singular  expbit.  The  river, 
*20D  roods  in  breadth,  was  covered  with  fc^; 
the  vessel  occupied  by  our  advanced  guard 
stuck  fast  and  could  not  be  moved,  when  a 
number  of  Polish  seamen  from  the  other 
side  of  the  river  evinced  a  disposition  to  ven- 
ture through  a  shower  of  balls,  in  order  to 
get  the  vessel  afloat.  In  this  intention  they 
'were  opposed  bv  some  Prussian  sailors,  and 
z  battle  with  nsts  ensued  between  them. 
The  Pbles  succeeded  in  throwing  the  Prus- 
sians into  the  water,  and  brouglit  the  Prench 
vessel  to  the  other  side.  The  Emperor  has 
.inqqired  respecting  the  names  of  these  brave 
fellows,  to  reward  them  —This  day  the  Em*- 
peror  received  the  deputation  from  Warsaw, 
tonsisting  of  M.  Gutakouski)  Grand  Cham- 
"beriafn  of  Liiliuania,  Kinight  of  a  Polish  Or- 
dct;  Gouzenski,  Lieut.  Gen.,  and  Luben; 
sWV'^Knights  of  the  same  Order  j  and  Alex- 
ander Potocki,  Knight  of  the  Orders  of  St, 
Slams&us''-and  Lusweskl. 

Forty-first  BuUehn  if  ihe  Grand  Drench 
Army, 

Posen,  Ddc.  l4  —The  General  of  Brigade 

Eelair,  of  the  corps  of  Marshal  Ney,  left 

Thorn  on  the  9th,  and  advanced  upon  Ga- 

lup.     Tlie  6th  battaHbri  of  light  infantry, 

andCapt.  Schoeni,  with  60  men  of  the  third 

/f^i^ieot  of  hussars,  noet  a  party  of  400  ca« 

^MWrytbiclonging  tothe  enemy.    The  twoad- 

"VPM^ped  bpdit^s  kmnediately  came  to  an  ea- 

J^^PCMt.    The  Prussians,  lost  an  officer  an4 

fi^r^i^Dtl^k^n  prisoners,  and  had  30  men 

'}fiiledit.  whofii^^  horses  we    took.    Marshal 

,N^  IMTflisos,  WgWy  the  conduct  of  Captsiixj 

iSi^J)i9^t90'thi^occa»um.— ^On  thelUh,  at 

^  \xi  the  iTuprnUigj  a  cannonade  was  heard  on 

^  )^  s^}^  of  Ilie  r/v$r  Bug,     Marshal  Davoust 

hadjacdef^dG^^qralGduthier.  to  pass  that 

i^mh  9t  ^fp  ii£W9eu(ti  pf.  the  Urka,  opposite  i\^ 

.^iliage^pf -Qkunin*    The  3fflh  cf  the  line 

^^4  (ii^99fh«bdyii\g:pass«d>  were  already  c^ 

yex^hyi.ii^jMe'du  pont^  and  had  adfanc^d 

■k^^^M^SyW  farijier,i#e  the;]^illage  Of  Pomi- 

Jaiwo,  ^heua  Russian  diviMon  pre^otoA it- 


self, for  the  purposi?  of  storming  the  village. 
Its  efforts  were  useless,  and  it  was  repuked 
with  considerable  loss."    We  had  about  20 

men  killed  or  wounded. ^The  bridge  of 

Thom,  wbich  vU  oonstnKted  .utio9  we«ieit 
piles,  is  re-established.  They  are  now  bu- 
s'ed  in  re-establishing  tlie ^orUic^tionft-  cf 

SI 

o: 
c: 
0 
ti 
& 
t\ 
n 
ii 

1 
t^ 
1 
ti 

V 

G 

CI 

I. 
ri 
1 
K 

regirottjtofl)©  Klock^has  cla^tted'in  a  bo^ 
dyfrort  thevtiliige  of  Brokt  it  axtiml  at 
oor  posts  hy  dijferentrMdt^  -^  it  is  eoteponid 
partly  of  Prussians  and  Pbies.  ■  All  et^  ir-. 
dignant  at  the  tnattmexit  diBt'tiieryt^eeiii^ 
fhnn  the  Russiads.  *  Dnr  Prince/  tbiy  say, 
'  has  sold  urto  the  Roftsians,  we  wHI  «ot  m 
with  themZ-'-^The  enemy  has  burned  ttia 
fine  suburbs  of  Breska :  many  women  and 
childit^n  have  perished  in  lite  flames,  ftinoa 
Jer<«ne  has  given  succour  to  those  onforMh 
nate  inhabitants.  Humanity  has  triittB|>be4 
over  the  laws  of  war,  wiiich  pl^srrMie,  tint 
one  should  drive  back  again  into  ^  faeeiegei) 
town  those  useless  months. that tiie inieiay 
wish  to  send  away.  The  boortMurdmeiitlae 
been  commenced.  Oeneitil^.Ooafies  4i 
named  Governor  of  Warsaw. 

Forty-secQnd  Bulletin  of  the  Grand  Ffcn^k 
Army. 
Posen,  Dec.  1^  ^.^-^Tbe  bridge  om^k^ 
Narcw,  at  its  confluence  wit t  the  Bug,  j» 
now  fipished  :  the  tt^tc-du-porif  is  £«i;sbe4> 
and,  protected  with  cannon-  The  brMi§e 
over  the  Vistula,  between  Zaoroczsfaa  a«d 
Utrata  is  also  finished:  ihp  ktie^lurp^n^^ 
protected  by  batteries,  is  a  f«ro*idable  worjk. 
The  Russian  armies  cQtjie  in,  tbe;  diree^i«jEi 
ot  Grodno  fln4  8idiDck,.^iongthe  N^r^r 
and  the  BMg.    TJto  b»a4>qHafteni  of  iji^rr 
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divisions  were  oq  the  lOtJi  at  Poltwsk,  upon 
the  Narew.  General  Dulauloi  is  Governor 
of  Thorn- — ^The  8th  corjps  of  the  grand  ar- 
my, conamanded  by  Marshal  Mortier,  is^ad- 
vaacing.  Its  right  is  at  Stettin,  its  left  at 
Rostock,  and  its  head  quarters  at  Anclam. 
iTie  grenadiers  of  the  reserve  of  General  Ou- 
dinot  are  arriving  at  Custrin.  The  division 
of  cuirassiers,  lately  formed  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Espagnac,  \s  now  at  Berlin. 
The  Italian  division  of  General  Lecchi  is  to 
join  at  Magdeburgh.  The  corps  of  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Baden  is  at  Stettin.  In  15 
days  it  may  be  plac^  in  the  line.  The  he- 
reditary Prince  has  constantly  followed  the  • 
head'quarters,  and  was  present  at  every  af- 
fair. The  Polish  division  of  Zayenscheck, 
which  was  organised  at  Haguenau,  is  6000 
men  strong  ;  it  is  now  at  Leipzic,  to  get  its 
cloathiiig.  His  Majesty  has  ordered  a  regi- 
ment to  be  raised  in  the  Prussian  states,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Elbe,  which  is  toassem^ 
ble  at  Munster  :  Prince  HohenzoUern  Sig- 

roaringen  is  colonel  of  {that  corps. Peace 

with  the  Elector  of  Saxony,  and  with  the 
Duke  of  Saxe  Weimar,  has  been  signed  at 
Posen.  All  the  Princes  of  Saxon r  have  been 
admitted  into  the  confederatipn  of  the  Rhine. 
His  Majesty  has  disapproved  of  the  levy  of 
contribttiions  in  the  states  of  Saxe  Gotha 
and  Saxe  Mcinungen  :  he  has  ordered  the 
i-estitution  of  what  has  been  raised.  Those 
princes,  who  have  not  been  at  war  with 
France,  and  who  have  not  fiirniehed  contin- 
gents to  Prussia,  were  not  subject  to  war 

contributions-: T^he  army  has  taken  posr 

•ession  of  thck  country  of  Mecklenburg.' 
This  is  a  consequence  of  the  treaty  signed  at 
Schwerin,  on  the  25th  of  Oct.  1805.  By 
that  treaty  the  Prince  of  Mecklenburgh 
granted  a  passage  to  the  Russian  troops  com- 
manded, by  General  Tolstc^. — ^The  season  is 
aitoaishing.  It  doc»  not  freeze ;  th«  sun 
appears  every  day,  and  it  is  quite  autumn, 
weather.— The  Emperor  sets  out  this  night 
for  Warsaw. 

Forty-third  Bulleiin  of  the  Grand' French 
Army. 

Kutno,  Dec.  17. — ^The  Emperor  has  ar- 
rived at  Kutno,  at  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, afler  tiaving  travelled  all  night  in  the 
calochees  (a  sort  of  carriage)  of  the  countrj', 
as  the  thaw  makes  it  impossible  to  travel  in 
the  common  carriages.  The  caloche  in 
which  Dnroc,  Grand  Marshal  of  the  Palace, 
travelled,  was  overturned.  That  officer  has 
been  severely  hurt  in  the  shoulder,  but  his 
hurt  is  not  dangerous.  This  accident  will 
oblige  him* to  keep  bis  bed  for  eight  or  ten 


days.— The  teles- du-pont  of  Praga,ofZak- 
roczym,  of  Narew,  and  of  Thorn,  arc  ac- 
quiring every  day  a  greater  degree  of 
strength.  The  Emperor  will  arrive  at  War- 
saw to-morrow. — ^The  Vistula  being  ex-* 
tremely  broad,  the  bridges  are  every  where 
3  or  400  toises  in  lengtli,  which  makes  llie 
labour  very  considerable. 

Forty-fourth  Bulletin  of  the  Grand  Frenc 
Army, 
Warsaw,  Dec.  2 1.— Yesterday  the  Em- 
peror inspected  the  works  of  Praga,  where  8 
fine  redoubts,  with  palisadoes,  bastions,  &c. 
inclose  a  space  of  1500  toises,  and  form,  tip- 
on  the  whole,  the  entrenched  camp.— The 
Vistula  is  one  of  the  largest  rivers  in  the 
world.  The  Bug,  though  considerably  small- 
er, is  still  larger  than  the  Seine,    The  bridge 
over  the  Bug  is  completed.     Gen.  Gauthier, 
with  the  25th  and  85th  regiments  of  infantry 
occupies  the  tSte  du  pont,  which  Gen.  Cbas- 
seloup  has  fortified  with  great  skill :  so  that 
this  iete  du  pont,  which  is  neariy  400  toises 
in  extent,  together  with  the  morasses  and  the 
river,  inclose  an  entrenched  camp  which  i« 
capable  of  covering  the  whole  army  upon  tM 
right  bank,  and  protecting  it  from  any^- 
tempt  by  the  enemy.  A  bx;igade  of  the  light 
cavalry  of  the  reserve  has  skirmishes  with 
the  Russian  cavalry  every  day. — On  the  18th 
Marshal   Davoust    felt    the    nece«ity  of 
strengthening  and  improving  his  campnpon 
the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  likewise^  oc- 
cupying a  small  island  at  the  mouth  of  tho 
Urka.    The  enemy  perceived  the  convc- 
niency  of  this  post,  and  a  heavy  fusillade 
immediately  commenced  between  *^®  *J' 
vanced  posts  j  however,  the  conquest  of  the 
island  remained  with  the  French.    Our  loss 
consisted  of  a  few  wounded.     The  officer  ot 
the  engineers,  Clouet,  a  young  man  of  grwt 
promise,  received  a  ball  in  the  br«ast.--Un 
the  19th,  a  regiment  of  Cossacks,  assisted  by 
the  Russian  hussars,  end^voured  to  sui^je 
thepicquet  of  light  cavalry  at  the  tele  du 
pont  of  the  Bug  3  but  the  picquet  had  taken 
such  a  position  as  secured  it  against  any  sur^ 
prise,    The  first  regiment  of  hussars,  and  a 
colonel,  with  a  squadron  of  the  I3th,  imme- 
'diately  coming  to  the  assistance  of  the  pic- 
quet, the  enemy  were  thrown  into  connwion. 
In  this  trifling  affair  we  had  3  or  4  men 
wounded,  but  the  colonel  of  the  Cossacks 
was  killed.  ai?d  thirty  mew,  25  horses  td^ 
into    our   hands.    Ihere   are  no  men  w 
wretched  and  cowardly  as  the  Cossacks> 
they  are  a  scandal  to  human  nature.    Ihey 
pass  the  Bug,  and  violate  the  Austrian  neu- 
trality every  day,  merely  to  pluirferanousc 
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in  Gallicia^  or  to  compel  the  inbabit^ints  to 
give- them  brandy,  v^hich  they  drinJ^  with 
great  avidity.  But  since  the  late  campaign, 
our  cavalry  is  accustomed  to  the  mode  of  at- 
tack made  use  of  by  these  wretches,  aqd 
notwithstanding  their  numbert,and  ^heir  hi- 
deous cry  on  these  occasions,  they  await 
them  without  alarm,  and  it  is  well  known 
that  2000  of  these  wretches  are  not  equal  to 
the  attack  of  a  squadron  of  our  cavalry.  ■ 
Marshal  Augereau  passed  llic  Vistula  at 
XJtratta.     General  Laivesse  entered  Plonsk, 

after  drawing  out  the  -enemy. Marshal 

Souilt  passed  the  same  river  at  ViRogrod. — 
Marshal  Bessieres  was  at  Kikol  on  the  18th, 
with  the  second  corps  of  the  cavalry  of  re- 
serve. His  ,advanoBd  guard  is  at  Serpex. 
There  have  been  several  affairs  between  our 
cavalry  and  the  Prussian  hussars,  of  whom  a 
great  number  have  been  made  prisoners. 
The  rigjit  bank  of  the  Vistula  h  quite  clear- 
ed.  Marsh kl  Ney,  with  his  light  corps, 

•upports  Marshal  Bessieres :  and  his  right, 
at  the  same  time,  extends  to  that  under  the 
command  of  Marshal  the  Prince  of  Ponte 
Corvo.— Thus  every  corps  is  in  motion,  and 
if  the  eo^my  remains  in  his  position^  a  battle 
will  take  placd  in  a  few  days.  With  God's 
help,  the  issue  cannot  be  uncertain.  The 
^Russian  army  is  commanded  by  Gen.  Ka- 
menskoy,  an  old  man  about  75  years  of  age. 
The  Generals  Buxhowden  arid  Benningsen 
command  under  him. — General  Michelsoa 
has,  beyond  a  doubt,  penetrated  into  Molda- 
via, ard  lliere  are  accounts  that  he  arrived  at 
Jassy  on  the  29th  of  Nov.  We  are  assured 
that  his  generals  took  Bender  by  stonn,  and 
put  every  on«  to  the  sword.  Here  behold 
war  declared  against  the  Porte  without  rea- 
son or  pretext  1  But  at  St.  Petersburgh  it  was 
ttought  that  the  moment  had  arrived  when 
France  and  Prussia,  the  two  powers  who  had 
the  greatest  interest  in  preserving  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Porte,  being  at  war,  was  the 
most  favourable  period  for  subjugating  the 
Turkish  empire.  Still  the  events  of  one 
month  have  defeated  that  project,  add  to 
these  events  the  Porte  shall  be  indebted  for 
its  preservation. — ^The  Grand  Duke  of  Berg 
has  a  fever,  but  he  is  better. '  The  weather 
is  as  mild  as  at  Paris  in  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, but  rainy,  which  makes  it  inconvenient. 
We  have  taken  measurfeH  for  the  delivery  of 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  wine,  in  order  to  sup- 
port the  vigour  of  the  troops.— *The  palace 
of  the  King  of  Poland,  at  Warsaw,  is  a  fifi^ 
edilice,  and  well  furnished.  There  are  se- 
veral noble  palaces  ani  private  houses  in  this 
city.  Our  hospitals  are  well  estaWishftd,. 
which  is  no  small  advantage  in  this  country. 
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The  enemy  seems  to  have  a  number  of  sick ; 
they  also  lose  greatly  by  deserters  5  ard  of 
the  Prussians  we  hear  nothing,  for  even 
whole  corps  of  them  have  deserted,  to  avoid 
that  continual  contempt  which  they  might 
expect  among  the  Russians. 


Forty  fflh  BuUelin  of  the  Grand  French, 
Army. 
Paluky,  Dec.  2/. — ^The  Russiau  General 
Benningsen  had  the  command  of  an  army 
which    was   estimated  at  60,000  men.     At" 
first  he  intended  to  cover  Warsaw  \  but  he 
took  a  lesson  from  the  intelligence  of  the 
occurrences  which  had  taken  place  in  Prus- 
sia, and  determined   to  retreat  towards  tha 
Russian  frontiers.      Wi;hout  having  been 
compelled  almost  to  fight  a  single  battle,  th« 
French  entered  Warsaw,  passed  the  Vistula, 
and    occupied  Prpga.      In   the  mean  lime 
Field  Miirshal  Kamcnskoy  joined   the  Rus- 
sian army,  just  at  the  momeht  when  Gene- 
ral Benningsen's  corps  f)rmed   a  junction 
with  that  under  Buihovden.     He  wai  in- 
dignant at  the  retreat  of  the  Ru-sians,  con- 
ceiving that  it  tended  to  sully  the  honour  oi 
his  country's  arms,  and  he  accordingly  ilnade 
a  movement  in  advance  — Prussia  remon- 
strated with  the  most  earnest  importunity  i 
and  complained,  thaf  after  rfll  the  prottiises 
of  support  made  to  her,  she  was  abandoned  j 
represefiting,  that  the  way  to  Berlin  was  not 
by  Grodno,  Olita,  or  Brezsc  j  that  her  sub- 
jects had  began  to  abae  in  their  zeal  for 
their  sovereign  j  and   that  the  habit  of  be- 
holding the  til  rone  of  Berlin  in  the  posses- 
sion of^ihe  French  was  dangerous  tOhim  and 
favourable  to  the  enemy.     The  Russians  not 
only  ceased  their  retrograde  movement,  but 
they  again  began  to  advance.     On  th^  5th 
of  December  General   Benningsen  moved 
forward  his  head-quarters  to  Pultusk.    The 
orders  issued  were  .to  prevent  the  Ffench 
from  passing  the  Narew,  to  retake  Braga, 
and  to  occupy  the  banks  of  the  Vfetula, 
umil  the  moment   when  more  important; 
offensive    operations    could   be  adopted. — 
The  junction    of    Generals    Kameaskoy, 
Buxliovden,  and  Benningsen,  was  celebrat- 
ed at  the  Palace  of  Sierock  witli  rejoicings 
aa>d  illuminations,  which  were  descriec^froni 
the  steeples  of  Warsaw.     Nevertheless  at 
the  moment  when  the  enemy  were  chi»ering 
themselves  with   festivals,  the  Narei^  waa 
passed.     8G0  Frenchmen  having  suddenly 
crossed  that  river  at  its  junction  wit^i  the 
Ukra,    entrenched    themselves    the    same 
night  \  and  when  the  enemy  appeared  next 
morning,  with  the  intention  of  ^^ijog^hem 
back  into  the  river,  they  found  themselves 
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loo  Jate*  The  French  were  secure  apinst 
every  ^ent.  Being  informed  of  this  change 
in  the  enemy's  operations,  the  Emperor  left 
Posen  on  the  lOtb  >  at  the  same  moment  he 
put  hi^  Arn^y  in  motion.  Every  report 
which  had  beep  received  of  the  movements 
€>f  the  Russians  gave  him  to  understand  that 
they  designed  to  resume  offensive  operati- 
ons. Marshall  Ney  had  been  for  sever^ 
days  master  of  Thorn  ;  he  united  the  diffe- 
rent corps  of  his  army  at  Gallup.  Marshall 
Be&srtrres,  wiih  the  second  corps  of  the  ca- 
calry  of  reserve,  consisting  of  the  divisions 
of  dragoons  of  Sabnc  apd  Grouchy,  and  (he 
division  of  Hautpoult's  cuirassiers,  marched 
^om  Thorn  to  proceed  to  Blezun.  The 
Marshal  Prince  of  Ponle  Cono  marched 
with  his  corps  to  support  them.  Marshal 
Soult  passed  the  Vistula  opposite  Flock  5 
and  Marshal  Augereau  passed  at  Znckiocyp, 
wher«  the  utmost  exertson  was  made  to  es- 
tablish a  bridge.  The  same  activity  was 
f  zerted  in  constn^cting  that  on  the  Narew. 
On  the  2ad  the  bridge  on  the  Narew  was 
completed.  All  tl^c  reserve  of  ca\'alry  in- 
stantly paiied  tl  e  Vistula  at  Prega,  on  their 
mard)  to  the  Narew,  where  Marshal  Da- 
voust  had  col  eciad  the  whole  of  his  corps. 
At  one  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  23d 
the  Emptror  set  <  out  from  Warsaw,  and 
passed  the  Narew  at  nine.  On  reconnoi- 
tring the  Ukra,  and  the  considerable  en- 
trenchments thrown  up  by  the  enemy^  he 
^ordered  a  bridge  to  be  thrown  across  at  the 
confluence  a£  the  Narew  aed  Ukra.r-^ 
By  the  zeal  of  the  General  6f  Artillery, 
m  bridge  wa»  copapleted  ip  two  hours. 

f^i^'Sixih  BuUetifi  of  the  Grand  French 
jirmy. 

Qofynohi,  Dec.  23  .■»-— Marshal  Key, 
tharged  with  executing  the  manoeuvres  by 
'  w%ich  ha  was  to  drive  the  Prussian  Lieut* 
Cm.  Lestocq  from  Wrka,  to  outflank  him. 
aad  by  these  means  to  cut  offhb  communi- 
cations  with  the  Russiam^  has  Executed  these 
■Mi^ments  with  his  accustomed  ability  aixi 
Inffepidity.  On  the  2»d,  Gen.  Marchand*8 
division  moved  to  Gurrzno.  On  the  24th, 
)fce  enemy  was  pursued  to  Kunzbrock.  On 
the  25th  the  division  came  to  an  action,  by 
which  the  enemy's  rear  suflercd  some  loss. 
4Dn  the  2t)th>  the  enemy  having  collected  at 
Coldau  and  Miawa.  Marshal  Ney  was  deter* 
inined  to  advance  and  attack  him.    Th^ 
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Prussians  wereria  nossession  of  Soldau,  with 
6000  infaiftry,  and  about  1000  a^vahy,  and, 
being  defended  by  0u>ras9es  and  other  <)b- 
atacks  about  the  place,  they  thought  tbem^ 
selves  secure  against  any  attack.  All  these 
difficulties,  however*  were  surmounted  bjr 
the  60th  and  f  6th  reg'mients.  The  enemy 
defended  themselves  in  all  the  streets  isf  tho 
place,  and  where  e\ery  where  driven  with 
flxed  bayonets.  Gen.  Letoscq,  obserring 
the  small  number  of  the  troops  that  had  at- 
tacked hint,  wished  to  retake  the  place,  la 
the  course  of  the  pight  he  made  four  succes- 
sive attacks,  without  effect.  He  afterwards 
retired  to  Neideoburg.  8ix  pieces  of  cath 
non,  some  colours,  and  a  great  number  of 
prisoners  are  the  effects  of  this  aflair  at  Sol- 
dau.  Marshal  Ney  praises  Gen.  Vender- 
weldt,  who  was  woimded.    He  also  makes 

Srticular  luention  of  Col.  firuno,  a(  .tbe 
th,  whose  behaviour  was  highly  eiicpu- 
r^tig.  On  the  same  day  the  59th  maroied 
to  Lautetburg.  During  the  action  at  Sol- 
dau, Gen.  Marchand-s  diviaion  drove  tbo 
enemy  from  Miawa,  where  abo  a  great  ac- 
tion took  place.  Marshal  Bessieres  had  al- 
ready taken  possession  of  Biexun,  with  th 
second  ccTps  of  cavalry,  on  the  l$th.  T&e 
enemy  feeling  the  Importance  of  tbil  jpost, 
and  observing  that  tne  left  wipg.  of  tbe 
French  army  wi^d  to  wt.  t^e  Pmiriaos 
off  fi^om  the  Russians,  made  an  ft)Empt 
to  retake  the  place;  thia  mre  twt  to 
ih6  engagetnent  at  Biesim«  Oa  tha  tSd, 
at  o'clock,  the  enemy  approached  by 
various  ways.  Marshal  fiessierea  had  alaoed 
the  only  two  companies  of  infantry  oebsd 
upon  the  bridge  f  when  seeing  the  coemj 
approach  in  great  numbars,  he  ordared  Ge- 
neral Grouchy  to  advance  with  his  ^ymon 
to  meet  theon^  The  enemy  had  already 
made  hioiaelf  matter  of  the  tiUage  of  Car- 
meden,  into  which  be  bad  already  thrown  a 
battalion  of  in^try.  Being  attacked  by 
Geneml  Grouchy *•  division,  the'ei^y's 
line  was  9oon  Woke »  tha  Prus&iao  iufantry 
and  cavalry,  pOOOstroag,  w«ie  thrown  into 
oonfusiony  and  driven  into  tbe  morasses. 
Five  hundred  prisoners,  five  pieces  of  can- 
non, and  two  standards,  are  tbe  fimits  of 
this  attcak.  Marchal  Bessieres  bestows  tbe 
highest  enoomiui&s  upon  General  Groacfay. 
Geaer^  Rottgat*  andhiaOiMttf  of  the  Stad' 
General  Ronssel  $  BeDie>  tbe  Chef  d'Esca- 
dron  of  the  6th  dragoona,  dfstinguij^bed 
himself.  M.  I^onay^  Oayuio  of  the  $dect 
company  pf  that  ne^iment^  is  kill^f 
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.  «*  There  hath  been,  within  the  compass  of  a  few  years,  much  talk,  and  God  know^,  toa-niany  ill  rf  ccts 

.  **  too,'  of  Factions  in  this  kingdom;  and  we  have  lived,  in  our   days,  to  sec  the  two  ^.reat  i^rtics,  ot    ^c 

*'  ktioiwTi  by  the  names  of  Whi;;  and  Tory,  directly  change  the  ground  ;  and   thoic,  who  were  fo^nr.  rly 

'  **  the  Anti-Courtiers,  become  a^  pliant  and  obseqxiious,  as  ever  they  were  who  had  been   the  most   tound 

•  «*  fault  with  on   that  score.  ■  But,  we  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that,  at  this  time  of  ''ay,  neither  of  uuie 

■  **  Parties  have  the  game  in  their  hands,  as  they  have  foriUcrly  p€rl>aj>s  fiancied  to  themselves.     But  ibcy 

'^  who  shall  be  so  honest,  and  so  wise,  constarulv  to  prefer  the  true  Interest  of  England  to  that  of  any 

**  other  coun^  or  people,  preserve  the  Religion  and  the   I-aws,  and  thriiVily  and  providently  admini-icr 

**  the  public  Trca<;ure ;  that  Body,  whomsoever  it  shall  be  composed  of,  shall  have  the  Weight  of  KTi;:land 

**  on  its  side ;  and  if  thcte  can  beany  of  another  frame,  they  must,  in  the  end,  prove  so  many  Rotten 

**  Reeds."- Preface  to  Lord  Clarendon's  History,  p.  ix. 

041J     -     -^ 

SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 
Continental  War. — The  war  upon  the 

Continent,   in  which  England,   has  now  no 

-more  real  intcr^^t,  than  she  has  in  the  wars 

of  Tartary  or  Hindustan,   affords  abundant 
.matter  for  newspaper  and  coiiee-house  spe- 

€ni]ation  J  and  iJie   ."'victories"  of  General 
.  Bcningsen  seem  to  have  goue  almost  to  the 

producing  of  illummations  in  London.    Yet, 

for  the  life  of  me,  I  can  discover  no  victories 

that  he  has  gained,  except  upon  the  princi- 
ple of  Ilalpho,   that,  **  when   the  light  be- 

*'  comes  a  chace,  he  wins  the  day  that  wins 
^  «*  the  race."'   Wb  are  told  by  the  Courier 

newspaper^  and,  indeed,  by  all  its  fellow  la- 
bourers, that  the  recent  Message  of  Napo- 
leon to  the  Senate,  accompanied  wltli  a  pro- 

ftxi  of  a  laii%  is  a  proof  tliat  his  army  is 

\vasted,  and  that  he  entertains  great  apprc- 

liecsions  even  for  his  personal  safety.     In 

speaking  of  the  Senate  the  Courier  gives  way 

to  an  expression  of  indignant  feeling  tx^Jy 

•worthy of  aii  Eif^liid)  writer;  "That  wi/- 

*'  ling  Inslrument   of  tyranhy^'   says  he, 

"  the  Senate,   has  been  convoked,  and  a 

*^  Message'  from   Buonaparte   laid   before 

*"'  them,  with  the  report  ot  the  minister  of 

''  warj"  and  he  adda,  /Mha.^  the  necessity 

*'  of  pxssln^  the  law  waa  urged  by  tlie  ora^ 

*'  iors  of^KivtrniHcnt,'^  whereupon  the  thing 

was  db^,  0/ Course,  withcjut  even  any  sham 

debattr.;;  about  it.    ,1  "was  so  forcibly  strujck 

U'ith  thi5  p:'.^s:^ge  of  the  Courier,  that  I  hnd 

half  a  minclto  t^ke.Jt  for  a  motto   to  ti^is 

ishecl  5  and,  aliei^  all,  if  I  have  preferred  my 

Jxjrd  Clairepdon,  ithasljeen'  merely  for  my 

respect    for    antiqiiity.       Noting    ip    the 

\iorld,   that  ever'  was  yet, thought  ofj.no-* 

thing  that  could.be  invented  by  },he  miit 

WMckcd  of  men  5  nothing  that  any  oue  who 

bad  sworn  incessaxU.  aa^  impl4faabl|k«i|a)irt)f 

to  (he   human  racej  nolliii^   tliat  thede- 

'v"*]  himcelf  could  Tn vent,  ©ver  was^  or  ever 
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could  be,  a  more  efficient  instrument  in  the ' 
hands  of  a  tyrant,  than  a  senate  corrupted  to 
the  core,  no  matter  by  what  means,  assum- 
ing the  forms  of  deliberation,  but  having,  in 
fact,  no  free  voice,  and  being,  in  reality,  the 
mere  tools  of  the  rider,  made  use  of  b}*  him 
for  the  base  purpose  of  causing  the  people  to 
believe  that  there  is  some  check  upon  his 
authority.  What!  *'  a  Project  of  a  Scntt- 
"  tus  Consilium  r'  That  is  to  fcay,  of  an 
Jet  or  Law;  and  this  sent,  read)-  cm  -ipd 
dry^  by  the  ruler  in  chief  to  ihc  senate !  The 
senate  thereupon  pa^s  i t ,  w i ihout ,  perhap**^ 
the  ceremony  of  putting  it  to  the  vote,  and 
of  extracting  a  half-aiticuhiied  ai/e  from  a 
dozen  or  two  of  tlic  drowsy  hirelings  pi*t- 
scnt !  This  they  call  a  proof  of  their  liberty, 
do  they?  Ihis  tliey  call  ddiberation,  and 
the  passing  of  laws  ?  And  yet,  if  1  misfaVo 
not,  these  same  law-givers  were  assembled 
in  consequence  of  what  they  termed  an  dif" 
lion  I  Jnsulting  mockery !  To  call  such  a  set 
of  vile  instruments,  bribed  by  the  executive 
power,  no  matter  by  what  ineans>  ihp  rrpre- 
sentatives  of  the  people!.  A  sheer,. .  u;Kli|« 
guised  do^potism  isoothalf  so  bad,  notjbalf 
so  galling,  as  this  mookeiy.6f  It^islation  ai^l 
representation*  Why  not  issue  the  *'  S^- 
"  natys  ConsuUum/- or  decree^  or  act,  <;r 
law,  or  whatever  the  accursed  thing  oughtt .to 
be  called^  from  th^  closet  of  the  rui^r  at 
onte  ?.  Why  send  it  to  be  cried  aye  t*)  by.it 
st^  of  A,«llows,  who,  gs  all  the  world  knowf , 
7/iv.?/,cry  a^t^^it,  be  it  what  it  ^nay  r  Ob! 

*  there^  is  a  very  good  reaso©  for  it.  The  sen4- 
ing  of  it  through  thi^  corrupted  clumnfl 
caufles  the  attention  of  the  people  to  be  dis- 
tracted ;  it  confuses  them  as  to  tlie  origin  of 
it;  their  resentment-is  cufeebled  in  seekini^ 
for  ,the   proper  object  5  some  of  the  mo^t 

,  foolish  of  tl^em  are  anwBWdby.tlietlD^picaWe 
ceremqnv)  while  the  innumerable  swarm  «f 
dependents  of  Ae  ruler  and  of  the  gang  of 
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plunderers,  by  whom  he  is  surrcmnded, 
preach  up  the  necftssUy  of  obedience  to  ike 
lat^.  In  short,  ^  d^gr^§M  -and  corrupted 
seriate  scemi  to  be  the  only  miahs,  by  which 
d  nation  cap  be  complelciy  enslaved,  and 
rendered,  contented,  or,  at  leastj  perfectly 
passive  uhder  it5slai'ery.*—- But,  though  I 
agree  with  the  ^^ter  m  the  Courier* thus 
far ;  though  I  am  but  too  Well  convinced  of 
the  truly  diabolical  tendency  of  such  a  se- 
nate, I  am  far*  fVoni  being  convinced,  that 
the  "Message  of  Napoieon  is  a  satisfactory 
proof,  or,  indeed,  any  proof  at  all,  that  Na- 
poleon fiijds  himself  in  embarrass^  circum- 
stances j  for,  have  we  not,  within  the  last 
seven  years,  seen  the  conscription  antici- 
pated several  times  ?  And,  have  we  not  eon- 
stantly  seen,  that  the  French  have  called 
forth  their  troops  in  the  hour  of  victory  with 
even  more  activity  than  In  the  hour  of  de- 
feat?-——I  have  bestowed  common  atten- 
tion, at  least,  upon  the  accounts  from  Po- 
land; and  I  cannot  perceive  any  ground  for 
supposing,  that  Napoleon  will  not  effect  the 
objects,  which  he  has  always  evidently  had 
in  vicw^  namely,  the  annihilation  of  the  mi- 
litary power  of  Pmssia,  the  independence  of 
Poland,  the  shutthig^of  Russia  oat  of  the 
b6uth  of  Europe.  1  may  be  deceived;  but, 
I  wbh  not  to  deceive  myself;  and,  there- 
fore, until  I  see  some  "solid  reason  for 
hoping,  that  Russia  will  be  able  to  make 
head  against  him,  I  shall  be  vety  careful  to 
abstein  from  encouraging  such  a  hope,  in 
ianv  of  those  ^readers,  who  may  think  my 

opinion  worth  attending  to. ^To  form  an 

estimate  of  Napoleon's  *'  alarms,"  as  the 
Courier  calls  them,  we  haN'fe  only  to  observe, 
that  the  grouniSof  one  of  them  is,  England* s 
exiraordmary  levy  of  two  hundred  thousand 
men,  not  one^  of  whom  has,  after  almost 
a  year's  talking  about  it,  yet  made  his 
appearance  at  the  drilling  place ;  and,  the 
trttnost  thattbj?  *'  extraordinary  levy'*  is  in- 
tended to  do,  i«,  to  learn  as  muck  of  the  art 
of  war  as  it  is  'possible  to  learn,  under  the 
joint  command  and  instruction  of  Serjeants 
and  constables,  in  the  space  of  about  three 
or  four  hours  in  a  day,  for  twenty  four  days 
in  the  yesr,  that  is  to  say,  about  fifty  or 
sixty  hours  all  together.  Napqleon  most 
know  all  this  fbll  as  well,  if  not  rathei*  bet- 
ter, than  oiir  king's  ministers  know  it ;  and, 
therefore,  I  leave  the  reader  to  guess  how 
real  his  ''  alarms"  are,  teeing  that  this 
"  extraordinary  levy"  is  the  sul^ect  of  one 

of  them. ^The  tnith    is,  that    the  lan- 

jTuage  of  the  Messa^'  ef  the  Emperor  and 
i^\n%  is  exactly  the  langcmge  that  has  been 
heM  by  him  in  all  &is  tfomhuinications  to  his 
senate;-  and  'Vf'fcich  communioitfons'  are  in- 


tended muck  more  for  diefurpose  of  pro- 
ducing effect  hi  Germany  and  in  England 
than  in  Ft^noe. '  They^  tmuu^  and  that  it 
the  diief  object'  They  draw  off  meaVat- 
«ent4bn  from  hit  |;reat'  dwigns  <^  oraqne&C 
We  9^,  that  ihis  present  Message baiJiad 
tHat  effedt  with  us.  ^The  newspspett' are 
oxultitig  at  his  enobarmtments  f  thB^^are 
annicipating  hi»  reveftos  and  his  final*  drer- 
throw>  instead  of  keeping  the  mind  of  the 
nation  steadily  fixed  upon  hi#  design  of  cdq- 
quering  us,  mid  upon  the  means  of  prsrf  ot- 
ing  hrs  succtss.  They  hav«,  any  tim&theae 
six  months,  been  teHing  ns/  -tlwt  the  Ger- 
mans were  ready  to  rise  upon  the  Fnoch 
and  cat  their  throats,  the  moment  t(iey 
should  be  defeated* by  the  Russians,  and 
conip^led  to  retreat.  I  never  believed, a 
word  of  this  -,  and  my  sincere  opinion  is, 
that  there  is  not  a  state  in  Germany,  wfaert 
the  French  were  not  welcome  guests, 'and 
where,  such  is  the  feeling  of  the  people  \sl 
most  perverse  fee\\n%,  no  doubt),  that  f|iey 
would  rather  be  cinder  the  French  than  un- 
der their  former  rulers.  We  have  been 
constaiYtly  told  of  insurrections  agamst  the 
French ;  and  we  have  nfver  yet  sees  one 
real  insurrection  against  them.  With  fiilse 
accounts  and  false  pr^hecies  we  lUimll  b« 
amosed  to  the  last  j  to  the  very  hear,  I  fear« 
that  the  enemy  wiU  land  upon  our  shores. 

An  instance  of  this  propensity  ta,fiibri- 

cate  falsehoods  to  deceive  us,  raktm  to 
these  matters,  wo  have  recently  witnessed 
in  the  history  of  <'  the  bombordoieot  of 
*'  Constantinople,"  and  *f  the  ireaiy**  re* 
suiting  from  it.  Whencb  could  that 
falsehood  have  proceeded?  With  whom 
could  it  have  orighiated  ?  Its  source,  doubt- 
less, was,  the  sanguine  imaginations  of  those^ 
who  conduct  oor  newspapers,  who  fint  ?de« 
ceive  themselves,  and  then  deceive  ua.  Th« 
mischief  that  this  deception,  this  system  of 
('e  eption,  I  may  call  it,  does  in  the  coup* 
try,  is  not  to  be  described.  When  thefamottt 
lie  about  the  grand  defeat  of  the  French  ^ 
circulated.  Some  time  back,  thf 
ders  of  volunteer  corps,  with  a  degvoe  of 
discretion  truly  charaoerktic  of  them,  call* 
ed  out  their  troops,  in  many  places,  and 
annouiiced  to  them  the  ^oriofu  evant.  The 
particular  object  in  doing  this  U  is  not  very 
easy  to  guess  at,  unless,  indeed,,  the  vebre* 
sentinfij  of  their  enemy  aa  destroyed  was  re- 
gatdea  as  likely  to  insure  tbeit/uture  scrfoos 
attention  to  their  doty  |  but,  we  wetf  be 
pretty  certain,  that  the  npreaentatioq  >has 
never,  been  contfi^licied^  io<  tfiaci/  4ieae 
*^  def^ers  of  the  coQ^ry'^wfaafe;:  fcver 
since  tbattSine^^^ilepC'aeuiiil  iti  the^iceoAient 
hope^  thar  ^  *wa»Mlt  no  ^Mms»4i^-6^Th^ 
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wrhen  ti  tb9  oewtpapers  are  coBtinually 
,    ta|ka)gabOQt  the  "  ^vntion  of  Europe." 
«    Tht  parti zaiu  of  the  late  ministry  tcl)  xxa, 
tliat3£beWhig»»  beidg  engaged  in  the  "  eal- 
1^.  vadoiDof  ^ufope*"  hs^ no  Mme  to  tbiiik 
Df/ d)^  ibtitier.ple^eit  toEnglaod;  while 
thepartis^ois  of  tihe  |i«;eiient  raialstry  affirm. 
that  their  pf«deGe$frM'3  did  QOtkung  at  all  for 
"  the  laWatitm  of  Europe  j'*  but,  noni^  of 
them  aver  tcU  ua  what  ikey  meam  bjr  "  the 
*'  lalTatkm  of   Europe/*     If  we  were  lo 
guess  at  their  meaning,  however>  we  mi^ht 
lioppose  it  to  h&>  that  by  overthrowing  Na- 
poleon, and  by  placing  the  Continent  in  the 
aame  state  ID  which  it  was  previous  to  the 
'    yeariygo,  Eufope  vroM  b^  saved.    Saved 
Jrom  what  ?    What  would  kb^savied  from  ? 
That  is  the  question.    Why  JobOk  Bowles 
and  his  associate  Redhead  woi|ld  answer^ 
.  -that  it  would  be  ttved  from  Jacobinism. 
B(it,  then,  again,  what  i$.Jacobia'tsm  ?     Is  it 
despotism?    Is  it  a  loss*  of  liberty  and  pro- 
>  iperty  ai^d  personal  sat<!|.y  ?     Tlie  trade  of 
AntUlacobtniiim  has  been  a  thrivipg  one 
"Widi  J6hD  Bowles  and  Redhead;  but  what 
has  ihe  Bation  got  by  it?    Napoleon,  how- 
.     ever,  .is  no  Jacd)in.atul  JLeveUer.     He  has  a 
.    senate  as  subsernicnt  as  eveo  John  Bowles 
^  .  codd  wish ;    and  tho«gh  he.  is  not  quite 
.    jDean  enough  to  have  recoorae  to  sham  deli- 
:  iMntioQs  amongst  his  senators,  qo  one  can 
.  fioeosehim  of  imifer'mg  tbe^^jjmm^  to  have. 
any  more  weight  in  the  govai^S 
crows  and    magpies   have.  "^  > 
should  Jdus  Bowles  dislike  hii 

-  .as  eloquently  and  as.sitK:ere]y  al 
"  lar  f^verament,    social  wd 

"  holy  religion**  as  John  himsei 

*  aupeidcial  observers,  the  stran 

. the  ,world.to  hear    Johp    Bo 

-  .agaifist  ike  Emperti^  and.Kin^ 
^    cred.  person  we  might,  on    t 

.  eipeot  .him  iu   revere.       AjwiHPNEfi-" 

-  vperar  and  King;   as  despot  j    as  th^  ru- 
:,  ler,:o6>  venal   and   sub«  ;. 

aa  .the  grander  of  a  passiv^  le 

-  .^iflec  «f    the  press;   |wl  p, 

-  the  Itamporter,  or  the  haM  ni 
•  ^vrbo  dares  to^iiomu^ate.pll  is^ 

•^ihaii^  John  lik^s  htm  Wei  r,* 

.  .  John^asy^thaakl^e  Pitt»  a  snug  Httle  reveime 
V  ,1001:  o£  th4  taxes  of  Euglaod,  apd,  if  the 
.fmpenox:  >aBd.  King  were  to  conquer  all 
Sorope^vbar  might  dterwards  Qoo<)uer  Eng- 
land, .in.  which  |:«ee  John  ought  tihoi^h  I 
acserparea^cmfc^  il)>lasft>lhat  reyiei3«}i$>^ 
.    , opinion, 4a»Tiwd^lwa)ft^:iiaaih«Pii,.thsiK  if 
;.Napoieonowe^Ari€taqaer  £n^bnd>  WiicU 
.1  triist^t\ie'^eBac[apd.«oarage/>f  lihaTiodepen- 
.  ;;«t^jpar|}afT  the  iiat«|>ti^H^isbira)r«  prevent^ 
c  ^  Jh»~4aaisBiBM8  cof  th#^;mi(moBMD  y^ogUbe 


those  who  now  most  ravenously  prey  upon 
the  people.  But,  these  are^  a  prudent  race. 
They  alway*  prefer  a  certainty  .  to  an  uncer- 
tainty >  and,  therefor^,  it  is  perfectly  na- 
tural, that  they  should  be  so  anxious  for 
**  the  salvation  of  Europe/*  which,  being 
fairly  intCapreted,  means  the  salvation  of 
their  own  emoluments..  They  have  .no 
feeling  iu  common  with  fhe  mass  of  the 
people  \  their  minds  take  a  totally  different 
turn  -f  and  though  we,  too,  may  pray  for  the 
Ics^uiug  of  Napoleon's  power,  our  motive 
must  be  different  from  theirs,  or  it  is  worth 

but  very  little  indeed. -*'  The  salvation 

of  Europe,"  to  be  worthy  of  our  solicitude, 

must  embrace  somethiug    more  than    the 

mere  object  of  transierrLug  the  people  of  the 

several  states  back  to  theif  former  masters ; 

and,  unless  we  ar<?  satisfied^  that  tlie  re- 

transfer  would  be  productive  of  happiness  to 

those  people,  we  sbould'be  very  qareful  how 

we  pray  for  it..    Perhaps  Jolm  Bowles  may. 

be  able  to  give  us  .sati^iifcXDOQ  upon   this 

headj    but,  until  he,  or^some  one  of  his 

worthy  coadjptprs  think  proper  to  indulge 

us  so  far^  we  shall  act  wisely  in  reslrainiug 

our  anxiety  ifor  the  salvation  of  Europe,  and 

confine  U  tothQ  salvation  of  England,  the 

means  of  insuring  which  have  nott  I  anx 

afraid,  engaged  mucli  of  John  BoWled*s  at* 

tentionj  except,   indeed,  in  the  case  of  his 

pamphlet  against  the  thinness  of  petticoats^ 

Tchiefs,  and  stomachers,  or  rather, 

the  total   fibsence  o^    these  latter 

of  female  attire.    Jolin^a  morality  is 

md  r;oodi  and,  though  not  very  for- 

rged,  has  nothing  objectionable  in  it. 

[r.  Bowjes,  it  is  strange,  that,  in  ob- 

so  justly  upon  the  flagrant  vices  of 

Es,  you  should  never^  even  by  acci- 
jive  stumbkd 


/:  is  strange, 
vio 


ffootf  of.  vice  bruakir 
dams  of  the  cpnstitui 
^goi\iei  with  yourthia 
it  out  of  the  distant  riv 
of  U^e  ^ecrabie  sceu 
^1  |npttCoi)9piain  pf  the  lu 

yregard  of  air  decency 

tliese  to  the  world  ;  b,  ^         ^ , 

you  stigmatize,  as.  Jacobins  and  Levellers, 
as  sworn  enemies  to  *'  regular  govcrnruent, 
social  order^  ayid  our  h^^ly  religioa,'*.  all 
those  who  wish  to  se^.  a  change  in  that 
system,  by  which  forty  millions  a  jear  of 
the  earnings  of  ti^e  pe^^le.are  cc)llQg;ed, 
and.. distributed  into  ^ndsi  •througl^  wj^ic^ 
Ih^.p^tuf^ily  pass  to  th^  melfopolU^  rand 
^\mp  >lm>'  ^»  natuiiajl>'  .prodif(^ ,  ati  ^tbe 
\(i9iea6f  which  you  compUi^i* .  Sq^me  o^  >o^ 
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fcHo\r- placemen,  or  p]ace-hunters,  who  do 
li(;t  hnp[)t»n"tobe  taken  with  a  pious  turn, 
tall  them,  not  vkcs^  but  the  marks  of  a 
"  //.^A/y  polished  state  of  socielt/ ;"  und, 
it  must  be  confessed,  that,  if  the  regular 
incre^^e  of  pauperi>»ni  timongst  the  many, 
and  of  splendour  amongst  the  few,  be  such 
iYKirks,  we  are,  in  point' of  polish,  the 
envy  of  the  world. ^Leaving  to  your  saga- 
city to  iind  an  application  of  this  to  the 
subject  of  the  continental  war,  and  hoping 
that  it  may  lead  you  to  view  the  probable 
events  of  that  war  wi;h  an  eye  more  philoso- 
phical than  you  have  hitherto  surveyed  them 
wiih,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  matters  more 
immediately  interesting  to  us. 

Piioc;^EDiif6s  IN  Parliament. Since 

my  last  observations  upon  these  proceedings, 
some  uncommonly  hard  debates  have  taken 

place  in  both  Houses. On  Monday,  the 

13th  instant,  a  motion  was  made,  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  by  Lord  Stafford,  similar  to 
♦he  motion  of  Mr.  Brand,  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  when,  upon  a  division,  there 
appeared  for  the  motion,  90,  and  171  against 
it,   leaving  the  late  ministry  still  further 

behind  than  before. On  Thursday,   the 

J6th  instant,  Mr.  I/Ittleton  made,  in  the 
'House  of  Comraond,  a  motion  in  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "That  this  House,  consi- 
T  dering  a  fittn  and  efficient  administrirtion 
**'  as  essentially  necessary  at  the  present 
"  crisis,   feels  the  deepest  regret  at  the  late 

'"  chnnge  in  his  Majesty's  Councils.** 

L^pon  a  division,  there  appeared-  IQS  for  the 
motion,  and  244  against  it;  and  thus  the 
late  ministers  were  left  in  a  still  decreasing 
minority,  though  Mr.  Littleton  failed  not  to 
reinind  the  House,  that  of  those  acts  of  the 
I'Ue  ministers,  which  he  now  called  upon  the 
House  to  approve  in  a  lump,  the  House  had, 
almost  unanimoosly  before  approved  of  in  de- 
tail. But,  this  hono^irable  gentleman  does  not 
appear  to  have  considered,  that,  the  Hoiise 
having  already  approved  of  them  was  the  very 
best  of  all  reasons  for  their  looking  upon  it 
as  unnecessary  to  approve  of  them  again  ; 
.  for,  as  to  the  trifling  circumstance  of  the 
ministers  being  before  in  place  and  now  out 
of  place,  that  could,  of  course,  have  no 
weight  at  all.  Mr.  .Littleton  dwelt  rnuch 
upon  the  publication  of  the  famous  minute 
€)f  Council,  which  he  is  refiorted  to  have 
said,  "  had  been  committed  to  venal  joiir^ 
'(  7uiH':ts'hy  perjured  councillors  ;"  and, 
though  1  shall'say  nothing  upon  the  latter 
point,  I  am^  I  must  confcs.s,  glad  to  hear  it 
acknowledged  in  parliament,  that  there  are 

5uch  persons  as   *^  venal  journalists.*' 

Wr.  Waed  (not  -Robert)  made  a  speech, 
from  which  I  must  inicri  an  extract,  as  it 
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contains  most  valuable  matter.  He  said,  that 

"  he  regretted  the  late  change  in  his  niajes- 

"  ty*s  counsels,  as  we  thereby  lost  a  wise,  a 

"  patriotic,   and  an   efficient   government, 

*'  and  because  it  was  replaced  by  onef  directly 

<*  the  reverse  in  almost  ever)-  point.     Tfie 

•'  merits  of  the  late  ministers  had  already 

**  been  stated  in  detail,  but  he  wonld  just 

"  remind  the  house  of  tlie   steps  that  had 

*'  been  taken  with  respect  to  liie  public  cx- 

"  penditure,  of  the  plan  of  finante  that  had 

**  been  brought  forward,  and  of  the  abuses 

*'  that  had  been  corrected,  at  the  expense 

**  of  diminishing  their  patronage.  This  plan 

**  had  produced  the  most  sensible  effects,  it 

*'  had  diminishtd  (he  cni{fidcnce  of  the  ene- 

*'  w?/,  and  raised  that  of  the  couutrj'  5  it  had 

"  saved  us  from  new  taxes  for  some  years, 

"  He  was  not  saying  tliat  it  would  flo  so  in 

"  the  hands  of  the  present  ministers  j  and 

*'  by  that  means  alone,  they  had  done  wore 

"  than  art/  one  act  of  any  admin  is  fration 

*'  zvhatever,    to  keep  np  the  spirits  of  the 

"  people,  and  secure  the  confidence  (J  our 

^*  friends  abroad.     In  the  hands  of  the  pre- 

''  sent  ministers  indeed  it  might  fail  of  its 

''  object.     Millions  might  be  wasted  for  tin; 

*'  purpose  of  rousing  unwilling  cabinets  to 

''  arms.     English  gold,  or  in  other  words, 

**  English  lal our,  a?id En f^lish  misery,  woii\d 

"  be  applied  to  bring  about  another  battle 

'*  of  Austerlitz,  which  our  lulletin  manu^ 

"  faclurers  vnght  opain  convert  into  splendid 

*'  victories,  and  he  hoped  that'themonufac- 

*'  turer  would  be  brought  up  from  the  Ad- 

"  mirnlty  Court  to  ihe  Foreign  Office  by  a 

•^  special  retainer  for  the  purpi.se.  So  many 

"  pla»s  of  finance  had  been  proposed  by  the 

*'  friends  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 

*'  quer,  that  he,  with  great  prudence,  per- 

*'  haps,  hfld  taken  none  of  them,     l^^e  late 

"  ministeft  were  anxious  to  reduce  the  ex- 

"  pcnditure  at  the  expense  of  their  power — 

*'  they  set  their  faces  against  abuses,  and 

'^  they  were  too  sparing  of  the  public  money 

*'  not  to  experience  the  enihity  of'ali  rob- 

**  hers  J  and  the  whole  of  the  vermin   that 

**  lived  071  thepuhlic  plunder.  Thtse  wretches 

'^  were  in  the  utmost  terrors  when  they 

"  observed  the  diligence  of  the  late  mlnis- 

''  ler.s  in  their  inquiries,  and  their  ardour  in 

"  detecting  and  punishing  delinquents.  But 

*'  the  change  had  relieveid   them   from  all 

"  their  fears — they  now  raised  their  heads 

''  and  rejoiced-— /Ap  good  old  times  were  re- 

"  turned.    ,  The  golden  age  was  come  again, 

''  and  the  present  ministers  were.sensible  of 

^'  tlie  advantage  wljich  they  hjid,  in  this  re- 

■^^  Sjxcr,  over  their  rivals,  and  they  were  d<- 

'^  termined  to.  make  use  of  it.     With  what 

''  satisfaction  must  this  description  of  pcr- 
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•'  sons  look  to  the  resloration  oTa  noble  lor^ 

"to  the  situation  of  a  privy  councillor, 
"  whose  defence,  standing  in  this  hou^e 
'*  (.hough  it  was  a  confession  rather  than  a 
'*"  defence)  Avas,  that  he  had  expended  ten 
*'  thousand  pounds  of  the  public  money,  of 
"  which  hq  would  render  no  account  to  the 
"  cjonstituiional  guardians  of  the  public 
'^  purse  ?  What  a  glorious  set-otF  was  this 
*'  to  the  Committee  of  Finance  and  others, 
**  which  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  if 
'*'  he  might  judge  from  the  smile  on  their 
"  faces,  would  perhaps  say  were  ap- 
**'  pointed  Jor  the  sake  of  patronage! 
'*  What  a  glorious  set-oii'  was  it  against 
'^  these  committees  which  had  brought 
'*■  abuses  and  defaulters  to  light,  and, 
'^  lie  hoped  io  punishment,  and  which  were 
^'  in  the  way  of  doing  a  grent  deal  more 
*'  good  of  the  same  nature  !  What  a  safis- 
"  faction  must  this  be  to  tliose  who  acted  in 
"  this  affair  in  opposition  to  the  people,  and 
"  to  the  dignity  of  the  house  of  commons  ! 
**  and  how  gratifying  must  his  restoiation 
*'  be  to  thobC  who  advis.ed  his  majesty  to 
**  admit  him  again  to  his  councils,  wllh 
*'  the  resolutions  of  the  8th  of  April  still 
'*■  on  the  journal^  of  the  ho  ise  !  The  pre- 
"  sent  administration,  with  few  exceptions, 
**  consisted  of  those  who  had  ^attempted  to 
*'  screen  the  perbon  alluded  to  froai  censure 
*'  and  puni:ihmentj  and  no.v,  siv^rel-jre,  the 

'*  fear  of  rigid  inquiry  was  paijt." This 

was,  as  far  as  I  have  quoted  it,  an  exceiJcnt 
speech )  but,  the  whig  pariizans  m'j?t  give 
them  up,  or  fall  inlo  inconsistencies.  AJr. 
Ward,  in  the  fonher  part  of  his  speech, 
attempted  an  apology  for  inthdraw'uig  the 
liU'y  and  he  talked  about  bcHer  times,  when 
resigning  at  once  would  hjve  been  prefera- 
ble. His  words,  as  given  in  the  report, 
were  tbese,:  **  In  Letier  times  (he  did  not 
*'  allude  to  the  Brentford  mob,  the  Corres- 
"  ponding  Society,  or  any  thing  of  that 
*'  kind  J  but  to  the  sense  of  all  the  peo|)le 
*'  who  were  not  mere  creatm*es  of  !he 
"  court)  in  better  times  it  would  have  been 
''  considered  as  more  proper  for  the  minis-, 
*'  tcrs  to  have  retired  when  they  were  com- 
""  pelled  to  abandon  the  Catholic  Bill,  and 
'/  not  to  have  waited  for  the  last  disgrace 
'*  which  was  preparing  for  them.  If  they 
'/  had  don^;  that  he  would  have  stood  by 
*'  them.  But,  perhaps,  thcMe  was  some- 
'[  thing  in  the  times,  prejudices  raised  by 
"  the  French  Revolution,  which,  by  a  re- 
'\  action^  pre\c:med  the  progress  of  real  rc- 
^\  liglon  and  toleration,  by  operating  o\\ 
"  ai?n's  fears,  which  vvouid  have  rendered 
**  this  an  i^nprudent  step.  This  was  the 
**  consideration,  be  was  well  assured,  that 


'/  weighed  W'itB  the  lale  idlnisters,.  and  »o/^ 

"  the  desire  of'  continuing  m   office." 

What  had  the  '*  Brentford  mob''  to  do  with 
this?  They  said  noliiing  abo  it  Catholic 
emancipation.  And,  as  to  the  language  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdelt,  it  has  always  l.e.n  pre- 
cisely that  of  Mr.  Ward  in  the  above  ex- 
tract. Mr.  Ward  talks  of  the  exportation 
of  Engli.sh  gold,  or,  •*  in^oiher  words,  Lng- 
"  lihii /a^owr j"  Mr.  Ward  says,  that  the, 
only  true  way  of  raising  the  spirits  and 
securing  the  confidence  of  the  people,  is  to 
diminish  the  taxes  that  press  upon  tliem  ; 
Mr.  Ward  talks  of  **  robbers  and  vermin 
'*'  who  live  on  th^  public  plunder ^^nd^ys, 
*'  these  wretches  were  in.  the  utmost  terro^ 
"  at  the  prospect  cf  an  examination  ir.to 
*'  their  delinquencies.''  Has  not  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  always  said  precisely  the  same  ? 
And  have  we  not  always  seen  him  assailed 
by  '*  these  wretches  ^ '  Why,  then,  should 
Mr.  Ward  call  his  hearers  a  mob  P  Mob  as 
they  w  ere*  Mr.  Ward  never  saw  th  m  a;- 
plauding  Sir  J-'rancis  to-day,  andhising  hua 
to-morrow.  Mob  as  they  were  they  did  not 
shift  from  side  to  side  like  the  win.:^  in 
April.  If,  inileed,  for  the sakecf  base  ku *  j,  . 
they  had  turned  their  backs  to-day  finon  the 
very  man  and  the  very  principles  tlu.t  they 
hail  cheered  but  yesterday,  then  INIr  Ward, 
might  justly  have  denoiwinated  them  a  mob, 
and  a  vile  moi)  too,  however  small  orliowcver 
laiga  t'jeir  numl^rs,  in  whatever  vestments 

ciiici,  or  cjiled  by  whatever  names. As 

to  the  allusions  ioLx^rd  Mejville,  they  might 
have  passed  without  any  observation  tjoin 
me  3  bur,  "Mr.  W.^rd  chose,  in  the  laUer 
part  of  his  speech,  to  fo'low  tlk;  example  of 
Lord  Howie  k  and  1m 3  colleagues,  and  to  eulo^ 
gize  Pitt,  who  Itnt,  tivi  ten  thousand,  but, 
J'orty  thousand  pounds  of  that  very  same 
money  (for  tlv^  inih.>pply5ng  of  vvh.ch  Lord 
Melville  was  i;ii',>er.chea)  10  Boyd  and  Ccn- 
lieid,  two  membei  i  of  the  then  parliament, 
without  interest  ti'ough  the  public  paid  them 
interest  for  that  money. '  This  he  t.id  with- 
.  out  the  consent  of  parliament  -,  wiiiiout  the 
knowledge  of  his  colleagues  j  without  mak- 
ing any  mmute  of  the  transaction  :  and, 
when  the  fact  was  detixted  by  the  Ccau-nij»^ 
sioner«,  the  late  ministers,  ihcii  ii*  the  op- 
position, moved  a  llll  ofindcmuitji  for  him, 
at  the  very  moment  that  thv  y  uc  e  in.i^iijrli- 
ing  Lord  Melville  ;  and  when  Pitt  died,  they 
joined  niost  heartily  iu  a  vo*e  to  make  the 
people  pay  his  debts  **  upur,  liic  ^corc  oj  Lis 
'*  MERITS  r  Let  Mr.  Ward  tind  a  jujii- 
ficatiou  for  this  ;  let  Mr.  Ward  tell  us  why 
he  eulogizes  Pitt;  and  wc  then  may  join  him, 
perhaps,  in  what  he  says  against  thosr*  who 
have  advised  the  re-introduction  oi  Lord 
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Melville  into  the  Council ;  but,  not  until 
then  will  a  man  of  os  join  him  ;  and,  though 
he  seems  not  to  think  that  this  is  the  senti* 
ment  ofihe  people,  he  maj  be  assured,  that 
it  is  the  sentiment  of  every  really  indepcndMit 

inan  in  Engliand. Mr.  Hawkins  Brown 

followed  Mr.  Ward,  who  in  one  part  of  his 
speech  had  drawn  d  ludicrous  picture  of  the 
calling  of  Mr.  Perceval  from  the  bar  to  pre- 
side at  the  board  of  finance,  to  which  Mr. 
Brown  most  triumphantly  replied  by  observ- 
ing, '*  that  that  great  and  illustrious  man, 
**  Mr.  Pitt  (the  very  words  made  use  of  by 
Mr.  Ward)  "  quitted  the  study  of  the  law  for 
*'  the  study  of  finance,  and  th^t,  sorely,  the 
"  same  mi^ht  be  done  by  Mr.  Perceval,  who 
*'  had  the  further  advantage  of  having  al- 
•'  ways  been  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  that 
•'  great  man."  He  might  have  added,  too, 
that  Lord  Grenvllle  quitted  the  study  of  the 
law  for  that  of  finance  j  and,  indeed,  this  is 
miserable  cavilling  Against  Mr.  Perceval, 
who;  if  he  had  b^n  a  country-gentleman, 
would  have  been  twitted  of  quit  ting  the  plough 
for  the  seals  of  the  ChafncellorMiip  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. It  it  the  place,  with  its  attendant 
power  and  emolument ;  it  is  the  being  in 
this  place  when  others  wish  to  be  in  it,  that 
constit.  t3«,  in  their  eyes,  the  whole  of  the 
incongruity.  W^iy  not,  as  Mr.  Hawkins 
Brcwn  asked>  why  not  be  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  as  well  as  Pitt  ?  He  can  make 
speeches  if  not  quite  so  k>tid,  full  as  long  and 
as  good  as  those  of  Pitt ;  he  can  make  loans 
as  well ;  he  can  brmg  in  bills  as  well  ;  he 
has  the  same  oflSce,  the  same  power,  the 
name  patronage  j  a»  to  majorities,  he  has  a 
greater  at  tliis  time  than  Pitt  had  wheO  he  first 
came  'into  office  j  and.  If  he  wants  a  greater 
stiW,  'he  has  the  example  of  '*  that  illustrious 
'^  statesman*'  before  his  ^j^,  which  exam- 
ple>  in  this  respect  at  least;  he  will,  doubtless, 
foRow. 

Dissolution    op  Parliament My 

readers  will  do  me  the  justice  to  remember, 
that,  at  the  fit^t  dawn  of  the  late  change,  I 
foresaw,  that  His  Majesty  would  again, 
with  hi& usual  paternal  goodness,  be  gracious- 
ly pleased  to  give  his  people  un  opportunity 
of  re-choofling,  or  of  r^^ecting  iheir  repre- 
sentatives ;  and  this,  if  !  am  riglitly  infor- 
Ttiti.,  he  will  do  about  the  ml  Jdle  of  jiext 
momh.  Of  my  sentiments  upon  this  ob- 
ject the  reader  is  already  in  possesion  5 
and  so  unequivocal  are  the  advantages 
of  an  election,  to  the  people  at  least, 
that  I  should  suppose  there  are  vtrj  icvi' 
persons,  unconnected  With  the  late  ministry, 
who  must  not  rejoice  at  the  prospect.  To 
choose  our  representatives  is  amongst  the 
most  precious  of  our  rights.     It  is  our  great 
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fi^nchise  5  and,  dm  thfere  be  a  vMt  in  ihm 
whole  kingdom,  who  objecti  toiiav^aii  oc^ 
casion  to  exercise  it  ?     Can  the  eiercias  of  <• 
it  come  too  often  ?    Yet,  for  ekpresstag  « 
sentiment  of  this  sort,  I  have  beei|  mctt 
cruelly  treated  by  Mr.  Perry,  who  calk  me 
a  Jacobin  and  Leveller,  becauj»e  I  wish  to  s*e 
the  people  exercise  this  inestimable  right  as 
often  as  may  be.    The  Whigs,  the  great 
clamourers  for  a  reform  of  parlianent,  pro- 
posed, amongst  other  things,  to  shorten  the 
duration  of  parliaments,  and  some  of  theoi, 
amongst  whom  was  Mr.  Ticmey,  went  u> 
far  as  to  propose  annual  parliaments ;  yet, 
if  the  newspapers  speak  truth,    as  probably 
they  may  in  their  reports  of  debates,  tte 
Whigs  now  consider  the  mention,  on  the 
part  "of  Mr.  Canning,  of  an  appeal  to  the 
people,  as  a  terrifying  threnr.     One  woiUd 
think,  to  hear  their  outcries,  that  he  bad 
threatened  to  blow  them  all  up  witJ>  gun- 
powder, after  the  manner  of  Guy  Fs^^'kes  ; 
and.  it  is  particularly  to  be  observed,  that 
Mv  Tiemey  is  represented  as  being  one  of 
the  loudest  in  this  outcry,  and  as  having 
said,  that,  thoiigh  the  prerogative  of  diooi- 
ving  is  undoubted,  yet  that  the  House  of 
Commons  has  a  right  to  be  informed  of,  or 
to  inquire  into,    the  fcausea  of  it.    Now, 
mark  the  consistency  of  this  doctrine*  accor- 
ding to  which  the  king  is  to  appeal  to  the 
House  upon  the  question  of  dianging  hit 
ministers,  which  ministers,  observe,  onake 
part  of  I  he  House,  but  he  is  not  to  apped  to 
the  people,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  choosers  rf 
the  House.    These  are  pretty  decent  princi- 
ples for  parliamentary  reformers  !  But,  it  is 
Mr.  Perry,  the  great  Whig  champion,  antf, 
only  the  other  day,  the  staunch  friend  of 
*'  regular  gcvernmnet,    sociul  order,    and 
"  our  holy  religion  ;'*  it  is  this  gentleman^ 
whose  language-  is  nKwt  worthy  of  notice, 
and,  I  must  say  it,  of  reprobation.     It  will 
be  remembered,    that  amongst  the  sen^ 
ments  and  opinions  that  I  lately  quoted  fhMn 
him,  were  those  of  profound  respect  for, 
2nd    implicit   confidence  in,    the   present 
House  of  Commons,  who,  as  he  positirdj 
asserted,  had  been  chosen  as  fairly  as  any 
House  of  Commons  ever  had  been,  afnce 
parliaments  had  existed   in  England,  ffnd 
who,  as  he  also  asserted,  would  not  fail  to 
support  the  late  ministers  against  the  new 
ones.     Now,  supposing  the  former  a»ief- 
tion  fo  have  been  true,  it  follows,  of  courtt»,  - 
that  parliaments  never  were  fairly  dwsfcti 
since  their  existence,  or,  that  tlie  lave^^-^^ 
liament  was  fairiy  chosen.  '  If  the  foni^ 
then   what   bvjpmes    of   ttfe'  dobtWft^V^ 
Blackstone  and  Psiley,  and  wfwrt*'b»»t?*ime«^  , 
too,  of  the  profound  respect  of  Mr.  Pferrji 
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If /tbekltnv  'wbiob  wii.evidenti/  his  tnean- 
liigK.tbMi*ti«&  preteotHouae  <4'/QQCQinwm9 
are  tba  ji^fil  r^^eaanUtiv^  of  the  peopd^^ ; 
and,    OS  t)iat>  House   (containi  a  majority 
agMQtt  tbektemkiisterg,  thecooclama  '\s, 
l&t  the  people^  truly  so  called,  prefer  the 
prMtttt'OiHitttet*  Xq  the  lateministeni.    fiu^Ti 
it  jwsa  in  the  latter  aasertU»«  the  auertion 
th«t  tlie  House  weold  sopport  the  late  mi- 
nisteors^  it  was  here  that  Mr.  Perry  v^as 
deceived  $  aad  this  may,  1  hope,  teach  him 
to  ^Mlify  hit  assertions.    He  should  hove 
satd:  *'  the  prtseot  House  was  as  fairly 
''•  ohesen  as  any  house  that  ever  existed, 
"  ff  ikey  comtinue  la  n^pari  (he  men  who 
*'  ■kanfe  given  me  d*phice"    A  qualification 
of  this  kind^    expressed^  perhaps^  with  a 
little  moQ&  refinement  in  point  of  taste> 
wottkl  have  spared  lum  that  disappointment 
and.  mevtifiqation,  which  are  now  but  too 
visible  iu  his  writings,  and  which,  it  grieves 
one  to  perceive,  has  driven  him  tu  speak 
with   no  common  .  degree    of  irreverence 
ajeioftt  that  very  House  of  Commons,  whom 
h^Jtfld  befi>revSo  eulogized.     His  words,  in 
his  paper  of  the  22nd  inst.  are  as  follow  : —  , 
*'.  Th<!  report  .of  the  dissolution  of  parlia* 
*'  ^pentdaMy.  gains  strength;  and  it  was 
"  said  yesterday  that  the.  dissolution  will 
*'.iake  place  about  the  eud.of  Mav.    'We 
"are  not  sorry,  to  see  those  men  who  voted 
*'  with  the  new  ministers,  merely  to  seizure 
",  iheir  precarious  s^ais^  thus  sacrificed.  As 
".  to  the  propriety  of  the  dissolution,  every 
''.  noan  is  capable  of  forming  an  opinion.  The 
"  objeot  is  to  secure,  if  possible,  a  majority 
"in  the  House  of  Ck>mmons,  upon  which 
*'  the  new  ministers  ca\i  rely^    Notwith- 
"  ftaiidii^  aU  their  boasts  on  tlie  late  roajo- 
"  rities,  • .  they  are  sensible  they    do    not 
'V  po^wesft  (he  confidence  o^'  tlis  House  of 
*'  CfitfBmptns*    .Tliey  mu^t  tberetbre  endea- , 
*'  ^\a^T  toJU  the  House  of  Comniofis  to  their 
"  inia(/»  and  supply  their  want  of  reputation 
".jMldrof  public  esteem,  by  the  loweii  and 
*'  mat  hmknied   arts    of  the    Treasu  y.'* 
■  -What  Mr.  Perry  may  mean  by  Jittmg 
tligf  next  House  qf  Commons  to  Uieir  mind, 
by^^ie  hweU  and  nu»t  hacknied  arts  tf  the 
Tr^emfygWe  must  be  content  to  guess,  until- 
he.'f^l  be,pkaied  to  explain  himself;  but^ 
her^Ufft  us»  plainly  <tlK)ugh,  doubtless,  rash- 
]yf)Ai^t  there  wer^  mer>  in  the  present  House 
of  .Qi^nuUMi"  u;ho  voted  with  the  new  mi- 
nistppfipierel^  (a secu^ethcir  precarious  Sf^ais}'* 
and  iibffprvo  these  m^^  t^l^ug  to  that  House^ 
vjibUik  heritssured  ust  wai  cho^^a  with  perfect 
fai;-|»W*.  iyi"»i  ^^*  i«  the  m^n,  let  it  be 
r«fflrm^«)i» >wW>  bHt  pnly  the  otlier day, 
piQ^p^s^  uosl^^n,  au:K^ini^t  to  ''  regubr 
"  govemnaent, social  order,  and  our  holy  re- 


,  *'  Jigion  j"  and  ,wbo  earnestly  and  even  ve- 
i  hemeutly  dfsprecated  a  dissolution  of  parlia-> 
i  menty  least  it  shoidd  afford  to  those  (and 
;  me  amongst  others,)  whom  he  called  "  the 
"  (^itatocs  of  Middlesex  and  Westmiuster^** 
an.  •'  immoderate  licence  of  debate,'  a 
"  jubilee  suspension  of  authority!''  •— *-  . 
My  Lord  Howick  and  others  are  said  to 
have  prof;:;ssedA  that  they  do  not  intend  to 
set  up  a  harrassing  opposition  ^  how  &r 
this  corresponds  with  the  hope,  which  Mr. 
Perry  tells  us  was  expressed  by  his  lordship, 
in  the  lobby,  that  Mr.  Brandos  motion  would 
be  follouvd  tip  with  others  of  a  similar  ten* 
dency,  I  need  not  attempt  to  point  out  >  but, 
this  profesuiou  of  moderation  certainly  mnies 
a  little  of  tbe  latest,  and,  like  other  Whig 
professions,  will  now  pass  for  exactly  what 
it  is  worth.  It  would  really  seem,  that  the 
Whigs,  like  Sir  Sampson  in  the  play,  having 
found  that  force  was  unavailing  have  had  re- 
course  to  wlieedlipg  j  but^  they  have  old 
birds  to  deal  with^  and  old  birds  are  not  easi- 
ly caught  with  chafif. 

Lotley^  Q3d.  Aprils  1807.    . 


TEST  ACTS. 

SiH, ^The  obnoxious  bill  lately  intro- 
duced into  the  House  of  Coiprapnf,  and 
which  caused  the  renfK>va]  of  the  late  admi- 
nistration, has  given  rise  to  mapy  observe* 
tions  relative  to'  the  Test  Act,  and  the  peti- 
tion of  the  University  of  Oxford, .  and,  I  be- 
lieve that  of  Cambridge,  expressly  request 
that  there  ijhould  be  no  repeal  or  relaxation 
of  the  Test  Act,  whicfe  those  learned  gentle- 
men state  to  be  essential  for  the  security  of 
our  constitution  in  church  and  state.  It  moy 
not,  therefore,  be  improper  to  state,  through 
the  medium  of  your  Register,  howthe^gw 
now  stands,  and  what  operation  this  famous 
act  has  upon  persons  hokliog  commissions  In 
the  army  and  navy,  and  how  far  it  is  effec- 
tive in  excluding  Roman  Catholics  from  ei- 
ther.—The  Test  Act  is  well  known  to 
have  been  enacted  in  1672,  the  25th  of 
Charles  II.  Not  many  years  after,  it  was 
found  that  many  persons  who  held  offices 
under  government  had  net  qualified  under 
this  act ;  their  services  theremre  most  have 
been  dispensed  with,  and  they  must  have 
lost  their  pkces,  unless  some  method  was 
devised  to  screen  them  frcm  the  disabilities 
and  penalties  of  the  statute  $  accordingly,  in 
the  year  1700,  an  act  was  passed,  indemnify- 
ing from  all  penalties  such  persons  holding 
plkce^  as  had  refused  or  neglected  to  take 
^he  testr  andalk>wing  them  a  fartheir  time  to 
do  it.  In  the  following  year  «  similar  bill 
passed,  allowing  all  defaultersi^to  continue  so 
until  the  month  of  Atigust^  1703.    Soon  af- 
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ter  two  bills  passed,  the  first  allowing  three 
months,  and  the  second  six  months  to  per- 

'  sons  appointed  to  ottices  before  they  are  re- 
quired TO  take  the  test.'  Since  this  time  these 
n^ts  of  indemnity  frequently  passed,  and  for 
tilt*  bst  .50  or  do  years  not  one  session  of 
prrliarnciit  passes,  without  the  Taw  being 
t  n  ctf'f!  to  indi?mnlfy  all  past  defaulters,  and 
to  mp  nt  a  period  within  which  they  may 
cr;ru)ly  niih  this  essential  duty.  Before  that 
jr.!  nrrives  care  is  taken  to  pass  a  similar 
1-!  ■  .  ^o  that  any  person  may  hold  an  office  or 
c  Mmilsbion  dnriug  I'is  whole  life,  and  never 
conform  to  the  test  act. Now,  Mr.  Cob- 
ban, permit  me  to  ask  you  or  any  of  your 
reader-;,  how,  as  long  a 5  this  annual  act  of 
indim  iity  passes,  the  Test  Act  can  be  said 
to  he  any  secariry  to  the  constitution  either 
in  shurcli  or  state.  If  the  admission  of  Ro- 
man Catholics  into  thr  army  and  navy  be,  as 
the  0)tford  doctors  assure  us  it  is,  dangerous 
to  the  St  lie,  what  impediment  is  there  to  the 
Kip'T  tiluns^  ihc  army  with  Roman  Catholic 
officers,  and  trusting  his  tieets  to  admirals  of 
that  rc'ligion  ?  Under  these  acts  of  indemnity 
the  King  may  appoiiit  a  Roman  Catliolic 
cominaiv!er-in-chi'jf,  and  he  would  hold  hi*. 
situatioii  in  spite  of  all  the  penalties  of  the 
Tes?  Act.  Permit  me,  then,  Mr.  Cohbelt 
to  expres*  a.  wish  that  our  learned  Univer- 
sities in  their  zerJ  for  the  welfare  of  the 
constitution,  will  petition  against  this  annual 
indr:n.iity  bill,  which  effectually  undermines 
this  bulwark  of  the  state,  and  makes  this 

'  grci.t  erfort  of  human  wisdom,  the  Test  Act, 
3  mere  dead  letter.  The  other  clause  of  this 
unfortunate  bill  which  has  caused  so  much 
real-  or  pretended  alarm,  allows  to  Roman 
Ca'holics  and  Dissenters  who  enlist  in  the 
army  and  navy,  the  practice  of  their  respec- 
tive religions,  as  far  as  it  is  consistent  wiili 
thi'ir  military  duty,  and  exempts  them  from 
«'U  I  ending  the  serviccJ  of  thexrhurchlol  England. 
Now,  Sir,  if  I  am  not  much  misinformed,^ 
m.my  Roman  Catholics  have  taken  commis-* 
sions  in  the  army,  and  a  grealjnumber  of  the 
h:\\\\^  persuasiott  have  enlisted  as  common  sol- 
diers and  sailors ;  but  when  any  individual  of 
t!ic  former  has  arisen  to  a  certain  rank  in  the 
itnny,  his  promotion  has  been  stopped  under 
tl,eplcn  of  the  Test  Act,  although  the  act  of 
indemnity  would  screen  him  j  and  the  per- 
son who  is  promoted  In  his  stead,  no  more 
•  on  forms  to  the  tcf^t  than  he  would.  Here, 
Sir,  let  me  remark,  that  it  is  equally  required 
to  ronform  to  the  test  to  be  an  ensign,  as  to 
be  a  general.  Thit  such  a  plea  as  I  have 
nuTjfii.nrd  in  not  necess:^ry  for  the  purpose  I 
confess,  and  we  have  :\'5t|onj;  inst.mce  ofihe 
prf;:i»()ti(  n  of  W^iftatift^bbing  sioj»pcd  with- 
out as^ijrid^^HGHSMli^j^^i,  c:;be  oi  Col. 


Cochrane  Johnstone.— To  be  consistent,  ci- 
ther no  commisstona  abould  be  given  to  the 
Catholics,  or  they  should  be  allow«d  thpic 
promotion  ]  and  liberty  of  conscience  should 
be  given  to  the  privates,  or  Serjeants  shoold 
be  forbidden  to  enlist  either  Catholic  or 
Dissenter.  As  things  now  stand,  the  officer 
may  say  with  truth  you  accept  my  services  in 
subaltern  situations,  but  you  refuse  me  that 
reward  of  those  services  which  you  graiU  to 
all  other  subjects,  though  you&Test  Act  is 
not  more  violated  in  one  case  than  in  the 
otlier,  and  the  o^n  who  are  enlisted  ina3r 
say,  we  are  willing  to  spill  our  blood  for  you, 
and  in  return  you  torment  our  couscieoces. 
1  am.  Sir,  &c. ^T.  I. 


CATHOLIC    aUESTlON. 

Sir, A  Political  Register  is  evidently 

so  unfit  a  vehicle  for  polemical  disquisition, 
that,  if  I  could  possibly  .wspect  you  were  in- 
attentive to  the  preservation  of  that  celebrity 
which  you  have  justly  at*quired  by  yonr  pub- 
lications, I  should  imagine  that  certain  pas- 
sages in  some  of  the  essays  lately  inserted 
had  wholly  escaped  your  notice.  The  jus- 
tice and  policy  of  admitting  Catholics  mid 
Dissenters  to  the  full  exercise  of  the  birth- 
right privileges  of  Englishmen,  or  the  cm-  * 
verse  of  this  proposition,  are  questioas 
which  properly  come  under  the  considera-  * 
tion  of  the  politician  and  the  philosopher  : 
but  the  conformity  of  the  doctrines  of  any 
church  or  any  assembly  of  Christians  wilh 
reason  or  scripture,  is  by  no  means  a  fit  sub- 
ject of  discussion  in  public  life,  or  in  popu- 
lar assemblies,  wherein  the  judgment  is  so 
frequently  warped  or  perverted  by  prejudice^, 
or  the  influence  of  worldly  passions.  These 
reflexions  are  naturally  suggested  by  the 
following  passage  in  the  letter  signed  Sim- 
plicius,  which  is  so  extraordinary  from  ils 
illiberality  that  it  cannot-  be  passed  over 
without  a  remark.  "  It  is  not  indeed,  easy  . 
**'  to  suppose,*'  says  he,  **  that  a  mind  capa- 
*'  bleof  giving  serious  credence  to  the  doc- 
*^  trinesof  transubstantiationand  the  trinity, 
''  the  infallibility  of  the  pope  and  auricular 
*'  confession,  could  be  any  great  acquisition  ' 
*'  to  a  society  of  sensible  mechanics,  ami 
''  certainly  much  less  to  a  cabinet  councU 
''  or  a  British  House  of  Commons."  The 
author  of  this  very  extraordinary  assertion  is, 
as  he  stiles  himself,  a  rational  dissenter,  that 
is,  a  professor  of  Christianity  so  far  as  Chris- 
tianity is  comprehensible  by  the  powers  of 
the  human  intellect:  he  consequently  sub- 
tracts from  his  creed  e\'ery  thing  which  i<i 
intricate  and  mysterious,  every  thing  which 
cannot  be  reconciled  with  the  general  order 
of  Providence,  as  observed  in  the  moral  ^o^ 
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vernment  of  the  world.  *"  Peace  be  to  such 
meo,  if  it  be  redly  true,  a*  Siipplicius  as- 
serts, tbat  **  the  peaceable  principles  of  their 
**  sect  ar&  become  in  a  manner  proverbial  :*' 
bot  let  it  not  be  forgotten,  that  the  rational 
Dissenters  of  France,  who,  like  the  brethren 
of  Simplicius,-:h3d  b^^n  *'  all  their  lives 
*^  loudly  protesting  against  wars  and  peise- 
'^  cutioDs,"  were  no  sooner  possessed  of  pow- 
er than  they  displayed  all  the  malignity  of 
character,  whidb,  during  their  humiliation, 
bad  lurked  under  an  exterior  of  mode  ration, 
and  had  vented  itself  occasionally  only  in 
contemptuous  expressions.    The  priests  and 
professors   of  Christianity  were    then    no 
longer  exposed  merely  to  insults  and  terras 
of  reproach:    their  persons  were   branded 
witli   infamy,  their  profession  was  reviled  j 
they  were  swept  from  the  face  of  the  earth 
like  poisonous  reptiles,  their  churches,  their 
sacred  vessels,  their  vestments,  and    tlieir 
scriptures  were  polluted  to  the  vikst  pur- 
poses ;  while  the  rational  Dissenters  elevated 
a  prostitute  on  a  pedestal,  decorated  her  with 
the  title  of  Reason,  th«ir  favourite  deity,  and 
bonired  their  knees,  from  spontaneous  im- 
pttke^  before  a  viler  object  than  Pagan  Rome 
had  ever  been  compelled  to  celebrate  with 
diirinetionours.     Simplicius  belongs  to  a  sect 
^  insignificant  in  the  number  of  its  adhe- 
rents, that  it  no  m6re  breaks  the  uniformity 
of  the  Christian  world,  than  a  grain  of  dust 
d««troys  the  sphericity  of  the  artificial  globe : 
yet    thh     man     has    so    contracted    the 
circle'  of  his   philanthropy,    as    to  refuse 
to  all  dissentients   from    his  received  opi- 
nions 'the    perfect     enjoyment     of    their 
mental  faculties.    The  belief  in  the  Trinity 
h,  and  has  been,  professed  by  every  esta- 
blished chwtrcb  in  Christendom  since  the  tirst 
pmpagation  of  the  Christian  doctrines  ;  and 
now,  by  on©  undistinguisbinj;  sentence,  all 
the  worthies  in  modern  historj-,   all  who 
have    distinguished  themselves   in   science, 
in  literature,  in  governing  kingdoms,  or- in 
conducting  war,  are  pronounced  inferior  to 
a  society  of  sensible  mechanics.     Simplicius 
d  ites  hisletter  from  Aberdeen.     Now^  I  can 
readily  snpppse,  that  a  man  of  common  un- 
derstanding, li^^ing  in  an  obscure  town  in  a 
remf>le  province,   who  by  dint  of  greater 
application    hns    overstepped    the    ordinary 
qualifications  of   his  neighbonrs,    may,    in 
their  eyes,  appear  a  kind  ol  prodigy  from  his 
vast  actjuirements,  and  jnay  himsetf,  irom 
listening  to  repeated  adulation  in  his  college, 
his  chapel,  his  corporation,  or  his  club,    be- 
come so  cowvinced  of  his  superiotiiy,  that, 
■fioding  within  the  sphere  of  bis  own  ac- 
qoaiHtnnCe  nothrng*  eh  Jal    to  himself,    he 
paay  at  last,  give  way  to  tiie  foolish  iiluMOo, 


CatlLQlic  Qti^slton.  {65% 

that  he  rightly  appropriates  to  himself  the 
appellation  of  a  rational  dissenter  from  the , 
general  opinions  of  mankind.    BuDiet  Sim- 
plicius ^tep  from  his  pedestal,  let  him  shake 
olf  die  dust  of  Aberdeen,  let  him  breath  the  ' 
air  of  the  capital,  let  him  mix  with  society 
in  Edinburgh,  let  him  extend  his  peregcina- 
tions  to  London,  let  him  pass  over  lo  the 
continent,  and  on  his  return  to  the  society 
of  the  mechanics  of  Aberdeen,  let  him  so« 
lemnly  pronounce,  if  he  conscientiously  can, 
that  a  believer  in  theTrinity.cannotcommu- 
cate  to  them  any  portion  of  useful  know# 
ledge.     Hitherto  I  have  considered  the  as- 
sertions of  Simplicius  only  so  far  as  they 
regard  Christianity  in  general ;  but  as  you 
had  formerly  given  insertion  to  my  imper- 
fect essays,  I  again  request  your  permLiskm 
to  call  the  attention  of  your  readers  to  the 
consideration  of  his  arguments,  as. directed 
against  the  doctrines  of  the  Catholic  x^hurch, 
to  which  I   profess  a  peculiar  attachments 
"  One    cannot  help  thinking,"    says   thi« 
rational  dissenter,    *'  that  those  enlightened 
"  individuals  who  are  found  in  tl)e  comoui' 
'^  nion  of  the  Romish  church,  do  not  really 
"  believe  the  absurdities  which  cuitom  and 
"  education  have  taught  them  to  hold,  sa- 
•'  cred :  *'  which  absurdities  he  pronounce! 
to  be  the  doctrines  of  transubstantiation  and 
the  Trinity,  the  infallibility  of  the  Pope  and 
anvicnlar  confession.      After    the  'volumei 
which  have  been  written  on  the  mysteriou* 
1  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,    to  the  conviction 
[  perhaps  of  tliose  only  who    were  already 
pteconvinced,  it  Winild  be  truly  ridiculoui 
if  Simplicius  and  myself  were  now  to  take 
up  the  gauntlet,  and  exhibit  in  the  arena  of 
your  Political   Registt^r,  the  trite  but  iaex- 
hautitible  train   of  arguments,    which  have 
been  repeatediy  adviuiced  on  opposite  sides 
j  of  this  great  queution.     I  feel  the  doctrine  to 
i  be   in   no  daiigej-  from  his  attack,  and  shall 
'   not  stretch  oiu  my  feeble  arm  to  support  its 
niaiestic  falric.     Besides;  the  doctrine  of  the 
IVinity  is  incorporatedj  with  the  religion  of 
the  state,  and  in  England,  as  in. .the  rest  of 
Huro;>c,    it  needs  no  champion.— ^Anotlier 
doctrine,  equal  to  the  last  (according  to  Sim- 
plicij.is)   in  absurdity,    and   peculiar  to  the 
Romisii    church,    i*  Irausubstantiation,    or 
the  reality  of  the  divin'*  presence  in  the  Eu- 
charist.    I  do  allow  tkit  io  men  wiiom  cus- 
tom and  education  have  not  taught  to  hold 
this  doctrine  sacred,  the  belief  of  it  does 
appear  to  present  inexplicable  difficulties : 
and  yet   we  do  believe  it  in   sincerity  of 
heart,  because  the  church  has  so  iiiterpreted, 
wliat  the  ^ipture  has  so  revealed.     TlW 
rational  dissenter  mny  djeride  us  for  our  easy 
fmtb  5  but  the  Christian  of  any  of  the  re* 
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furivcd  chnrchcs  who  rejects  the  doctrine  of 
traiisubstantlation,    will  with   difficulty  be 
able  to  justify  his  retaining  the  Sacrament  of 
the  Lord's  Supper.    For  if  the  elements  used 
in  the  administration  of  it  be  really  and  sim- 
ply bread  and  wine,  can  bread 'and  wine  im- 
part relief  to  the  afflicted  soul  ?  Is  it  not  a 
robckery  to  load  the  stomach  of  the  expiring 
penitent  with  common  food,  in  order  to  pre- 
pare him  iof  bis  passage  to  eternity  ?  Was 
the  ancient  custom  of  placing  a  piece  of 
ntoiwy  in  the  hands  of  the  deceased  more 
irrational  ?  If  the  use  of  the  Sacrament  be 
i^tatned  merely  in  commemoration  fA  our 
Saviour's  death,  by  what  aniipenstasis  do 
bread  and  wrne,    the  means  of  supporting 
animal  life,  bring  into  our  minds  a  livelier 
recollcctiori  ^of  this  awful  event  ?  I  do  not 
altenapt  to  explain,  nor  will  I  even  under* 
take  the  defence  oi,  our  faith  in  this  in- 
stance: but  to  me  it  appears  a  necessary 
conclusion,  that  unless  I  believe  that  the 
words  of  Jesus  to  his  Apostles,  "  this  is  my 
'*  body  and  this  is  my  blood,"  were  under- 
Itood  by  them,  not  as  a  rhetorical  flourish, 
but  as  a  sacred,  though  a  mystetious,  truth, 
the  Sacrament^  the  Eucharist  itself  is  nuga- 
tory and   inefficacious.      Let  men  of  Uie 
reformed  churches  pull  out  the  mote  from 
their    own    eye,    let    them    explain   why 
they  hem    round   with  all   the   terrors  of 
religion  the  simple  action  of  eating   and 
drinking,  why  they  declare  that  he  who  ap- 
procbes  the  holy  table  unworthily  eats  and 
drinks  his  own  damnation,  if- this  eating  and 
drinking  be  in  np  respect  different  fjom  our 
daily  use  of  food  for  the  sustenance  of  our 
earthly  bodies.     The  Baptists  argue  against 
the  practice  of  infant  baptism  from  the  pre- 
cept delivered  to  the  disciples,  "  go  and 
"  teach  all  nations,  baptising  them,  **  &c. 
because  say  they,  we  are  commanded  to  teach 
before   we   baptise,   and   consequently  the 
persons  admissable  to  baptism  must  be  pre- 
viously capable  of  receiving  instruction.  And 
i\o  we  speak  more  irrationally  when  we'main- 
tnin,  that  our  Lord  yirould  not  ha\e  delivered 
his  commandment  to  his  disciples  in  an  un- 
intelligible manner  concerning   a   practice 
which  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  their  salva- 
tion to  perform  worthily.  I  apologize  to  you 
aiid  yonr  readers  for  having  spoken  on  doc- 
trinal pomts.    To  the  government  of  our 
country  and  to  our  fellow  subjects  we  hold 
ourselves  bound  to  discuss  and  explain  the 
doctrines  of  our  church,  only  so  far  as  they 
affect  the  moral  conduct  of  its  profes<ors»  And 
b/what  perversion  of  logic  can  it  be  shewn 
that  a  belief  in  transubstantiation  tends  to 
deprave  our  hearts,  to  vitiate  our  conduct, 
'v  to  weaken  our  sense  of  moral  and  civil 


obligations  ? — Auricolar  confewion  neither 
contains  any  absurdity  in  ittelf,  »or  tf  it>  nor 
indeed  can  it  be,  injurous  in  its  practice  to  - 
the  state,  to  society,  or  to  indtviduils.    The 
church  of  England,  as  may  be  seen  in  the 
visitatibi)  of  the  sick^  h  is  re  aiiied  auriorfar 
confession,  and  acknowledges  the  vatidtty  of 
absolution  pronounced  by  the  priest.    And 
if  its  custom  be  disused,  it  only  shews  that  * 
the  church  of  England,    aqT  laoovation  in 
Christianity,  ican  enforce  its  precepts  by  io 
authority ;  it  points  out  what  is  right  to 
be  observed,  but  can  only  recommend  ih^ 
observance  of  it.    I  in  vain  endeavour  to 
comprehend  by    what  reasoning  auricular 
confession  and  the  other  tenets  of  our  cborch  • 
can  be  represented  as  "  a  moral  delinquency 
"  ofso  vast  an  extent,  that  aU  the  sufleriogs 
*'  of  the  Catholics**  (which  Simplicius  him- 
self, allows  to  be  great)  "  do  not  afibrd  an 
"  atonement  by  any  means  commensurate." 
Voltaire,  by  no  means  a  favourer  of  Cathc^ 
licism,  speaks  of  confession,  in  more  than 
one  instance,  as  the  means  of  preventing 
erroneous  or  sinful  conduct.    I,  who  know 
its  efiects  as  well  as  Simplicms,  acknow* 
ledge  it  to  be  a    powerful    check  upon 
irr^ular  conduct ;  and  I  will  beg  leave,  to 
mention  an  observation  which  I  have  made 
on  comparing  the  ffenenl  manners  of  En- 
gland with  those  of  Catholic  countries,  that 
the  scandalous  licencionsness  of  nnroarried 
women  in  our  coimtr}',  which  is  witheot  a 
parallel  in  the  whole  world,  is  attribuHible 
chiefly  to  the  circumstance  of  girls  being  so 
much  exposed  to  the  solicitations  of  youqg  • 
men,  while  at  the  same  time  they  are  u»- 
protected  firom  their  seductions,  and  nnap- 
prized  of  their  own  danger,  by  a  coonsellor 
in  whom  they  have  been  taught  to  ronflde» 
and  to  whose  admonitions  they  have  learned 
to  listen  with  respect  and  reverence.  *'  In 
*'  fact,  **  says  Simplicius  *'  a  free  pardon 
*'  may  be  obtained    for  any  crime,    ho^ 
"  great  soever  may  be  its  magnitude,  by 
"  which  an  augmentation  oi  the  power  Or  the 
"  wealth  of  the  See  of  Romo  is  acquired.** 
This  is  indeed  a  proof  of  Simpiicius's  dociii*' 
ty  to  the  instructions  whidi  he  neciefed  from 
the  gude  wife  who  taught  him  his  catechism 
in  the  nursery  5  but  boys  in  scenerol,  when 
they  are  removed  from   under  the  care  of 
their  nurses,  dismiss  such  lessons  from  their, 
minds,  and  reject  them  as  abscud  prejudtcea. 
The  absolution  which  the  Catholic  priest  • 
pronouiioes  IS  no  encouragement  to  licenciH 
ousness :  it  is  declared  to  be  etficacious  only  > 
if  repentance  is  sincere,  and  is  ao  mom't» 
fact  than  what  every  PW>testai>tt  pronooncoa.  . 
to  his  ow«p  heart.    The  mind  which  it  slored  • 
with  precepts  of  morality  may  perhaps  per« 

Digitized  by  VJ\.J' VJ  V  li^ 


6611 


APRIL  25>  1907.*-'^ 


B'st  :\n  virtuontGOtKiact  vitiiocit  extraneous 
8a];>port^  bottbe  onoiltivated  waxad  of  in- 
nocmce  caa  in  no  institution  >f  hcimaii  so*- 
cietffiiid  greater  asfiBliDoe,  than  b^-  being 
invited  and  enjoined  to  make  a  tiroel  j  con- 
fession of  the  £rst  inclination*  to  irregnlarityj 
and  to  listen  with  themlelves  to  the  prndent 
admonitions  of  a  devout  and  virtnons  eccle-^ 
siastic.    I  have  known  in  nMny  instanced 
that  virtuoofr  resolutions  have  been  strength- 
ened, that  vicioos  propensities  have   been 
corrected,  by  the    advice  of  «  confessor ;- 
and  i  think  in  general  it  most  be  admitted, 
that  ail>  except  the  abandoned  and  hardened 
sinner,  will  hesitate  to  comnut  a  fault  which 
t hey ^ must  reveal,  but  which  they  are  sensi- 
ble they  cannot  reveal,  even  to  their  confes- 
sor, without  being  covered  with  confusion. 
The  to^llibility  of  the  Pope  is  a  doctrine 
which  Cathqiios  have  never  hdd.     Skni^i- 
ctus  knows  our  religion  only  lirom  oar  ca- 
lumniators, accordingly,  he  .says,  **  an  host 
"  of  ecclaiiasticsare  prepared  to  abjure  the 
'^  Popej'*    but,    on   the  contrary,  we  af- 
firm,   that   no    temporal   advantages  shall 
induce-  us    to  abjure  one   tittle  of   that 
perfect  body  of  faith  whioh  has  been  de- 
livered   down    to    us  by  our  i(»«fathers. 
We  giory  in  the  name  oi  papist,  we  believe 
it  to  be  impossible  that  the  whole  church, 
against  whic^  Christ  has  declared  that  the 
gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail,  can  fail,  or 
be  deceived^  in  any  one   point   of   faith  ; 
and  though  we  believe  that  the  visible  head 
cf  Christ's  church  is  assisted  with  a  parti- 
cular helping  grace  with  respect  to  his  office 
and  functions,  ^tbe^biene^t  of  the  whole 
fiock,  y«/  tP€  di>  nai  Ulieve,  narhns  the 
churck  aw  dedairtd,  him  to  he  mfaUibkt 
muck  less  mpicM^/tf— Where  then  is  our 
moral  ^iu^ueao^  ?   Where  our.  nietitBl  in- 
ferioritjrf    Why  are  We  taxed  with  dupli- 
city, when  it  is  evident,  that  if  the  charge 
was  feudded,  we  should  i^  hesitate  to 
subscnbe  to  the  terms  on  which  we  shmild 
be    permitted  to  exercise '  public  empJoy- 
ment  ?  No  indrnnce  can  he  produced  of  a 
Catholic,  continuing  in  theeomomnimi  of 
the  choveh,  conforming  to  ^be  oondidons 
prescribedito  those  who  hold  offices  under 
govermiMNt;  yet  Simp] icius  does  not  hesi- 
tate i&aSwm,  *^  that  it  is  really  and  in  good 
'^  faith  a  #eMfft^f  of  <mr   rellglouy   that 
^'  it    Is  lawftkl    to   *leeeive    our    fellow- 
"  creatoret  by  false  professtens,  and  ^t  the 
''  same  ckne  to  call  upon  the  Judge  ^of  the^ 
"  whote^earth  to  witness  our  sittt*erity/*  and 
tberefore^ie  «xcfaim<,*':  what  'Engli:jhraan, 
"  what'Ctmiteeiit   Fr«»tesfant,  nay,    what 
"  hotmHi^el,  wmMm^  to  see  the  ma- 
"  pagcment  of  the  iuipottaot  interests  of 
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*'  hts  country  consigned  into  their  hands  ?** 
— I  have  thus  reviewed  the  chief  arguments 
which  Simplkaus  has  urged  against  the  li* 
beral  toleration  <^  our  religion.  I  have  not 
inquired  into  the  correctness  of  his  state- 
ments of  the  oath  which,  he  says,  is  adtni- 
nistered  to  cathdlic  bishops  j  but  I  beg  that 
it  may  not,  from  my  silence  respectltig  it, 
be  concluded  to  be  authentic.  I  purpese,if 
ever  you  allow  me  to  resume  the  subject,  to 
compare  the  oath,  even  as  stated  by  Simpit- 
cius,  with  that  required  from  graduates  ict 
the  English  universities,  which  he  will  find 
equally  *'  pregnant  with  the  utmost  piossible 
"  illiberality,  absurdity,  and  cruelty."  Th^ 
accusations  hitherto  brought  against  the  ca^ 
tholic  religion  by  several  of  your  correspon- 
dents (and  I  am  sorry  to  add,by  yourself,)  are  - 
desultory  and  vague.  If,  however,  it  can  be 
pointed  out  in  what  particulars  the  tenets 
professed  by  Catlmlics  are  so  *'  dissonant  to 
"  the  principles  of  humanity  and  social  or- 
"  der,*'  that  it  wovdd  be  improper  oir  impo- 
litic to  tolerate  their  r^igion,  1. engage  my* 
self^  unless  a  -  more  able  advocate  steps 
forward,  to  repel,  without  duplicity  or  so- 
phistry^ every  part  of  the  charge,  for  I 
would  not  adhere  to  opinions  whidi:  I  could 
not  viQdicitev**-A;  B.  Hampsiead  AprU  2s^ 
180/. 

''  tBABNFn   LAKOVAGXS/'    , 
No.  22. 

SiF»-*— Youare  a  man  of  little  cerewbny 
yoursdf  J  -it  will>  tlieire^e,  be  unnecessary 
to  attempt  an  apology  for  addresmng  you 
with  that  ^rt  of  freedom,  >vhich  may  be 
thought  to  display  more  sincerity  than  polite- 
ness.— Chance  threw  in  my  way  your  num- 
ber of  the  28th  of  March,  where  I  saw  part 
of  the  discussion,  which  you  invite  the  [Mib- 
lic  to  canvass  through  tl^  medium  of  your 
Register,  on  the  utility  of  the  learned  Lan- 
guages as  forming  a  branch  of  education.— 
Your  friend  the  Arch  Pl9rriwig  of  Maudlin 
(No.  13)  and  his  Worthy  coadjutor  the  sage 
AttalttSi  of  Liverpool,  (iHo,  1 6)  have  b<Sh 
denfionstrated  this  troth  i  that  neither  the 
acquisition  of  a  certain  number  of  Latin  vo-  • 
cables,  nor  even  a  University  education  (if 
indeed,  the  gentleman  be  a  son  of  Rhedy- 
ctna)  have  the  power  of  communicating  good 
sense,  or  the  faculty  of  good  writing  to  those 
pericrania,  on  which  nature  had  originally  ^ 
affixed  the  stan^p  of  dumce.  The  question, 
nevertheless,  appearft  to  me  to  lie  in  a  snuill' 
compass.  Classidal  learning  is  certainly  of 
no  u^e  fed  the  mecbUnic  or  the  shopkeeper, 
or  to  any  of  that  numerous  elate  of  mankind 
who^e  Jot  it  if<  to  be  hewers  of  wbod  and' 
di^wers  of  wpter.    To  the  gentleman,  hQW» 
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ever.  It  is  an  ornamental  accomplishnrent,  i 
and  a  source  ot  -refined  pleasure.    To  the 
inan  of  literature  who  writes  for  the  instruc- 
tion or  the  amusement  ot  ihe  public,  to  the 
ocator  of  the  senate,  the  pulpit  or  the  bar,  it 
is  more ;  the  study  of  these  relics  of  an- 
cient elegance  is  an  indispensable  requisite, 
if  they  hope  to  shine  in  thwir  several  pursuits. 
A  mind  tinctureA  at  an  early  period  with 
tteso  studies  receives  a  flavour,  if  I  may  bor- 
row an  idea  from  a  Roman  poet,  which  is 
diflfuscd  over  all  its  extemporaneous  effusions 
or  elaborate  compositions  J  and  this  we  seek 
in  vain  in  the  productions  of  mere  mother- 
wit.-  Translations — but  wha  is  to  translate 
if  nobody  learnsr— may  give  somewhat  of  the 
senticBent  of  an  ancieiit  author;   but  the 
spirit  of  the  expression  will  in  general  be 
lost ;  and  without  this  no  sympathetic  tire 
will  be  kindled  in  Ihe  bosom  of  the  reader. 
A  cast  of  plaister  of  Paris,  or  an  ordinary  en- 
graving may  convey  some  idea  of  the  Apol- 
lo, or  of  the  Laocoon,  or  the  wonders  of  Ra- 
phael's  pencil,  or  the  enchanting  scenes  of 
Claude  j  but  the  artist  desires  to  view  and 
to  feel  the  graces  of  the  inimitable  originals. 
My  argument  is  not  shaken  by  adducing  in- 
stances of  the  powers  of  uncommon  genius 
without  the  aid  of  classical  education.     We 
look  with  adnai ration  on  the  creative  fapcy  of 
Shakespeare,  that  great  master  of  the. pas- 
sions, and  wo  listen  with  deliglH  to  the  wild 
wood-notes  of  Burns ;  but,  at  the  ?ame  time, 
we  are  not  blind  to  the  faults  of  the  bard  of 
Avon  or  of  Ayr.    Had  they  possessed  supe- 
rior advantages^  tlie  world-  might  have  en- 
joyed from  their  exlraordipary  talents,  works 
of  more  perfect  excellence,    The  irony  of 
your  Maudlin  correspondent  was    not  re- 
quired to  convince  us  that  all  the  Christian 
virtues  may  be  practised  by  a  man  without 
any  learning  at  all ;  and  it  may  be  granted 
perhaps,  that  a  plain  country  congregation 
may  be  well  instructed  by  a  pastor  without 
these  acquirements;  but,  as  it  is  the  privi- 
lege of  religion  to  "  laise  her  mitred  front 
in  palaces,"   as  well  as  to  visit  the  hum- 
ble dwellings  of  the  p»or  3  as  men  of  educa- 
tion h^ve  not  iu  this  country  yet  left  off  fre- 
quenting plapes  of  public  wors4iip;  it  is  de- 
sirable that  those  persons  who  are  appoint- 
ed to  inenlcatfi  (l)e  moral  duties  and  reli- 
gious precepts,   sliould  have  gaiued  tliat  po- 
lish of  mindrr-Tthat  their  discourse  ahould  at- 
tract heauer$of  the  superior  ord^«,,and  keep 
up  their  attention.by  making  *^  Truths  divine 
••  come  mended  from  ilieir  tongue."— As  I 
wish  to  avoid  prolixity,  I  will  only  hint  ac 
one  other  use  of  ti>e  dead  languagesw    By 
the  common  consent  of  Europe,  Latin  is  the 
vfchicle  of  that  iiiforuMition  which  public  in- 
scriptlpjtw  are  intended  tQ  cqnvey  to  the  na- 
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fives  of  different  counWies  and  distant  ages  j  » 
if  the  language  of  the  Ronaans  cea§ed  to  be 
cultivated,  these  monuments  would  s9on  be  , 
as  useless  as  the  Egyptian  hieroglyphics  are 

to  us  at  this  day. After  all,  whatever  is  . 

said  on  this  side  tlie  question.  Sir,  is  but 
waste  of  words.     Self-applauditig  ignorance 
can  no  more  comprehend  the  advantages  de- 
rived from  learning,  than  a  man  born  blind 
can  understand  the  theory  of  colours.   Every 
circle  of  pot-house  politicians,  will  doubt- 
less, with  one  voice  give  the  victory  to  the  . 
gigantic  champion    of   the  Vandals  5   and, 
probably,  in  the  still  less  sophisticated  sym- 
posia of  a  night-cellar,  you  might  hear  these 
doctrines  carried  still  farther,  and  the  opi- 
nions of  those  active  reformers,  Messrs.  Ti- 
ler, Straw,  &c.  who  proscribed  writing  and 
reading  altogether,  might  there  be  voted  by 
acclamation.     That  some  species  of  oratory, 
and  a  certain,  style  of  writing  may  flourish, 
without  the  aid  of  previously  studying  an- 
cient Authors,  I  am  ready,  to  admit.     The 
flowers  of  rhetoric  of  Billingsgate  and  St. 
Giles's,    would    probably    acquire   no  ne\v 
strength   from   an    acquaintance    with  the 
energetic  eloquence  of  Demosthenes,  or  the 
flowing  periods  of  Cicero.     A  political  wri  - 
ter  too,  of  strong  natural  parts,  however 
coarse  his  style,  may  excite  and  retain  ti>e 
attention  of  the  public,  unindebted  to  the 
stores  of  antiquity,  if  he  takes  care  to  sea- 
son his  olio  with  a  due  quantity  of  scurrility 
and  abuse.     Your  predecessor  Jtuiius,  who 
like  you  assumed  the  offlce  of  censor  and . 
chastiser  of  naen  high  in  office,  knew  the 
value  of  those    ornamental   acquirements, . 
which,  you  affect  to  despise.    His  labours 
full  of  venom  as  they  afe,  will  be  preserved 
as  models  of  composition,  as  long  as  the  Eng- 
lish language  subsists,  whilst  yours  will  be 
speedily  consigned  to  the  trunk  maker  and 
the  pastry  cook.     Still,  however,  your  exer- 
tions are  not  useless.     We  are  at  least  satis- 
fied by  your  publications,  that  we  enjoy  the 
inestimable  blessing  of  a  fre^  press  $  and  it  is 
possible  that  the  dread  of  your  knout  may 
check  improper  conduct  in  great  men,  as 
the  lash  aiid  the  cord  of  the  executioner  are 
the  means  of  preventing  crimes  among  the 
lower  orders  ot. mankind.    Proceed  tlitn  in 
your  course ;  but  let  me  warn  you  to  con- 
fine yourself  to  your  vocation.     Believe  mc, 
t)ie  direction  of  the  taste  ot'  a  nation  is  9*.b(i- 
siness  quite  out  -of  your  sphere  ^  tiie  public 
will:  not  attend  to  your  strictures  on  cUissical 
Idftmtng,  with  more  patience  than  they  would 
Tusten  to  lectures  on  the  fine  arts  d^vered 
€fi  cathedra  by  Professor  KetcU  from  th 

New-drop  in  the  Old  Bailey .^ 1  am.  Sir 

&c. OvDEis,^OxJord,JpTil  \%  XSO7.  • 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


.665J 


APRIL,  25*  180y.— . 


^'   LEARNED    LANGUAGES." 

No.  23. 
Si»,  ■  'I  have  already  written  you  two 
long  letters  upon  thesul^ect  of  the  **  learn- 
ed Languages/'-  and  certainly  did  not  intend 
to  write  another.  I  had  ranged  myself  upon 
your  side  of  the  question,  because  I  thought 
*k  the  right  one;  I  declared  my  sentiments 
fully,  because  I  dtsdain  equivocation.  But, 
in  yoor  last  Register,  there  has  appeared  a 
letter,  pretending  to  correct  an  error  in  my 
statements  3  and  to  this  letter  I  wish  to  make 
a  reply ;  not  tor  its  intrinsic  merit,  that  is 
indeed  too  humble,  but  because  I  am' unwil- 
ling that  I  should  stand  charged  of  incorrect- 
ness in  such  a  bluiulering  way.  I  write  in- 
deed under  n  ficlitioiis  name;  there  are, 
however,  th(*>se  who  know  my  signature, 
and  who  wiil  look  for  sortie  vindication  of 
myself.  I.  therefore,  confess  that  I  more 
earnestly  wish  the  insenion  of  this  letter, 
thifti  of  either  of  the  other  two  ;  and  1  feel 
confident  that  yon   will  not  deny  me  the 

•  means  of  clearing  myself  through  ihe  snme 
channei  by  -ahich  I  have  been  daubed.—— 
Y«Qr  correspondent's  letter  (who  signs  him- 
self G.  N.  Leilh,  April  4,  1807),  »«  a  blun- 
der from  beginning  to  end,  and  could  have 
l>een  written  only  from  native  obtundity 
of  intellect,  or  from  a  mean  desire  to  cnvil 
without  truth  orfjense  upon  his  side.  T!^e 
pnniary  object  of  his  letter  is  to  tell  me,  that 
in  the  fourteenth  century,  I^vy,   and  other 

-  Ronfian  writers  were  known  to  Dante,  Pfe- 
trarca,  and  Boccacio.  For  Ihis  purpose  he 
cjuotes  Gibbon,   to  .shew  that  Petrarca  ac- 

■  quired  the  spirit  of  a  Roman  citizen  from 
the  writings  of  the  Romans.  But,  where 
wvas  the  necessity  of  all  this  ?  Whom  wa«  it 
to^  correct  -?  Whom  to  instruct  ?  Surely  not 
me  ?  If  tWs  G.  N.  had  any  such  intetttions, 
I  caa  only  beg  him  and  your  readers  to  pe- 
ruse the  following  Tines  from  my  letter.  No. 

'  16,  p.  50Q,  "At  that  time*'  (i.  e  the  age  of 
Dante,  Petrarca,  and  Boccacio)  "  there  were 
"  few  manuscripts  yet  discovered,  and  those 

•  **  1^^  difficult  of  attainment:  Sallust,  Livy, 
***  some  of    the  works   of  Cicero  atid    a 

•  •*  few  of  the  poets."  And  yet  this  saga- 
cious Scotsman  comes  to  cornect  me,  and 
tell  irte  Ju-^t  what  I  had  before  tvild  him  f 
PretefjdJng  that  I  was  igtH>r.^nt  of  ail  this,  he 
f»ts  down  to  write  a  rude  fetter  acquainting 
me  with  the  very  fact^  whkh  I  myself  had 

'  brought  forward,  aad  surely  could  not  be 
ignoraHtof.  As  to  his  illit)eral  «?d  ungen- 
ileiBanlf  ioslmiatina,  that  I  had  quoted  De 

'  8ade  without  reaning  him,  the  only  disgrace 
it  re#lect«  itupon  the  piei'scm  who -departs  so 

-  f  jr-  item  candour  ai^d  good  breeding  as  to 
nuke  it. — It  needs  no  fujtlier  ar<^un:>ent«  to 
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show,  that  this  G.  N.has  blundered  mo^t 
contemptibly  upon   my  letter;  btit   I  will 
take  this  opnortmiity  to  say  a  few  words 
upbn  the  knowledge  this  triumvirate  pos- 
sessed of  Graek,  and  its  revival  in  the  West; 
for  your  corresponfdent  also  says  a  passing 
word  upon  that.  I  exclude  Dante  altogether, 
for  it  is  true,  almost  to  demonstration,  that 
he  knew  nothing  of  Greek ;  and  Petrarch 
knew  so  little  of  it,  that  when   liis  friend 
Nicolaus  Sigerus  made  him  a  present *of  the 
poems  of  Homer,  "he  acknowledged  in  his 
letter  of  thai^ks,  that  if  was  indeed  valuable, 
but  it  would  hnve  been  more  so  had  it  been 
atteiKled  by  a  person  who  could  explain  it  to 
him,  and  conduct  him  through  the  labyrinths 
of  the  Greek  laT!o;uage;  for  u^nt  of  wtiich, 
he  adds.  Homer  was  dumb  to  him,   or,  ra- 
ther, he  was  deaf  to  Homer.     (See  Mem .  cf 
the  Hnuse  rj  ^Medici,  iy  Sir  Richard  Clay^ 
ion,  yol  I.p.\4}.     Githon,  Vol.  Vi.  p  420, 
GodwifCs  Life  of  Chaucer,  Vol.  I.  p.  ^67.) 
Petrarch's  first   Greek  instructor,  Barlaara, 
died  early,  and  he  was  so  disgusted  with  tlie 
uncouth  manners  of  Lrontius  Pilatus,  the 
frieiKt  of  Boccacio,  that  he  mtide  little  pro- 
gress rnider  him.     Sir  Richard  Clayton  says, 
(N.  140)  that  Petrarca  and  Boccacio  "had 
tasted  imperfectly  Fome  Attic  treats,'*  but 
allows  Boccacio  to  have  had  the  most  Greek 
of  the   two.     He  une<juivodJ!1y  assigns  the 
asra  of  the  revival  of  the  Greek  latTguas;c  m 
the  West  to  the  age'  of  Cosmo  dfe*  Medir  i 
and  the  Council  of  Florence.    Fb.  143.  GiJb- 
bon  places  it  a -1  i ttie  earlier  (vi.  420^)  ;*flnd 
Roscoe  in  his  Life  of  Lorenzo  de*  JMedici, 
gays,  (Vol.  1  p.  33)  that  it  was  not  until  the 
beginning  of  the  fifteenti^  centtiry  that  the 
ancient  MS&.  began  to  be  sought  for.    Ths 
elegant  historian  remiaaic«  also,    (p.  43)  that 
•  iii  §423  Aurispa  arrived  at  Venice  with  23j8 
MSS.  among  which  were  the  works  of  Pla- 
to, Proclus,  Plbtiuus,  Ludan,  Xenophoo,tbe 
histories  of  Arrian,  Dio,  and  of  Diodorus  61- 
culu«,  the  geogTaphyofStrabo,  the  poeiHf 
of  CaHimachus,  of  Pindar,  of  Oppian  nnd 
those  attributed  ta  Orpheus;  and  that  th^ 
first  Greek  Academy  was  .  founded  at  Flo- 
rence, towards  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  cet)- 
tury  by  Lorenzo  de*  Medici.  {Vol.  II.  p. 
1 04.)     From  these  facts,  therefiwe,  I  am 
borne  o\rt  in  my  rearonings  wlilch  this  G. 
N.  80   petulantly  would   overthrow.     But 
there  is  another  circtmnstance  mentioned  by 
De  Sade  (Memoires  pour  servir,  Arc.  Vol, 
Itl.  p.  6^7)  which  strengthens  incontest.ihJy 
tire  tenor  of  my  arcjument.     Bt)ccacio  wrote 
a  Latin  *  Jettcr  to  Petrarca  in   1X360,  uiukr 

*  Ob^er^-e  tint  this    letter   was  not'  f« 
Greek,  but  F.aiin;  a  tacit  c^wfcg^oa  tJviSt 
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the  xnime  (of  Homer,  in'  which  that  po^ 
.  is  made  to  cerapJait)  of  the  vartous  indigni- 
ties he  has  suffered  /  such  as  the  ingratitude 
of  his  imiiator  Virgil,  wfa^  has  not  even 
xnentiooed  him,  Jio.  j  aad  among  othera,  he 
complains  that  Leootios  Pilatus  haa  dragged 
him  to  Florence,  where  he  is  in  a  manner 
exiled,  having £uiiid  only  Mree  friends,  and 
he  begs  Petiarca  to  take  him  onder  his  pro- 
tecttoa.  Petrarca  in  his  answen  coosUes 
him  for  his  diierent  chagrins>  and- says,  it  is 
not  astonish!  og  be  should  iiad  only  ^ree 
firiends  in  a  commercial  town  like  Florence ; 
but,  he  adds,  inquire  well,  and  you  will  find 
a  fourih.  His  biographer  says  in  a  note, 
*'  le  quatrieme  est  peziZ-Wre  Petratque," — 
He  makes  it  merdy  a  supposition,  and  he 
says  besides,  that  (he  three  were  Boccacio, 
the  prior  of  the  Holy  Apostles,  and  Collocio 
Salotati,  n^Vue  me  rrovzpe  or  Francis  Bruni 

.  (Tb.  ^28)  I  and  to  this  I  may  add  that,  at 
the  very  «ra  of  this  triunwirate  ;  and  after- 
wards the  Greek  language  was  so  utterly  un- 
cultivated that  it  became  a  proverb  in  the 
lectures  of  the  professors:  "  Grcccum  est, 
non  potest  legi,**  were  their  words  when 
they  came  t04i  Greek  passage^  and  passing  it 

over,  went  on  with  tlie  Latin  text. 1  am, 

therefore,  warranted  in  maintaining  the  as- 
8Qrtton>  that  the  knowledge  of  the  ancient 
languages  has  no  effect  upon  the  efforts  of 
native  genius  j  the  other  points  of  their  inu- 
iilUy  r have  already  discussed,  and  here,  for 

;^  my  own  part,  I  take  leave  of  the  controver- 
sy. I  could  not  permit  siich  an  egregio^is 
bluodet  as  the  whole  of  G.  N/s  letter  is  to 
pass  unnoticed,  when  he  so  grossly  charges 
me  with- oversights  which  the  most  careless 
perusal  of  my  letter  would  have  shewn  was 
false;  and,  perhaps,  (though  lam  not  am- 
bitious of  it)  I  have  convinced  him  that 
Dante  and  Petrarch  were  ^o  Greek  scholars  5 
and,  that  Boccacio  w^s  but  an  mdiflferent 

.  one.  Again  hoping  that  you  will  dome  the 
justice  to  insert  this  letter,  I  remain,  &c..:- 

.  Attalus. Lr:*erptiol,  April  13,  ibO?, 

'^   tBARNED    LANOUAG^a." 

No.  24. 

SiH, For  the  first  time  in  my  life,  I 

have  dared  the  task  to  address  a  public  man  j . 
perhaps,  justly  you  may  conceive,  that  as  I 
am  placed  here,  it  is  for  other  purposes  than 
to  interfere  in  the  bustle  of  politics,  inexpe- 
rienced as  my  years,  and  especially  my  ta- 
lents must  have  made  me ;  yet  1  camiot  Jfoi;- 
bear  to  tell  you,  that  these  twp  years  past  I 
had  beea  a  constajit  reader  of  your  Eegister. 

neither  of  them  kuew  mucli  of  the  f<;>rnier 
language. 


, — '^  LewTTttd  Languages.^*  [(J08 

I  had  admired  it^  1  had  endeavoured  tofmne 
mysentiroentetaabid&by'it,  fiarthispiain- 
est  of  reasons^  that  I  had  beheld  in^yoars 
4ik>ne,  of  the  public  papera  of  ^e  4ay,  the 
JDost  correct,  tfaft  meat  yirc :  aodeMlyadfcr 
of  that  happy  consthptioa,  under  whidi  Z 
boast  my  birdi.    1  haci  never  Viewed  yoi| 
crouch  to  the  prostitutied  frown  ^  power.'-  I 
had  Men  you.  stand  forth  the  defender  xif.  op- 
pressed virtue,  and  of  patriotism ;  and  my 
young  heart  has  gfowed  with  the  desire  of 
some  foture  period,  when  I  »i|^t  publiely 
and  practically  glory  in  imitating^    aad  in 
enjoining,  the  precepts  3^x1  will  have  left 
behind,  when  the  concerns  of  this  li&  abaU 
no  longer  have  their  weight,  4md  Ktuaacd  to 
the  dust,,  whence  you  spmng,  point  another 
instance  to  mankind  of  thevtsfonary  pur- 
suits of  this  life.— With  these  emotions^  and 
I  sacredly  assure  you,  I  felt  them  even  to 
enthusiasm,    judge   my  chagrin,    when  at 
length  I  £uicied  1  beheld  you  condescend  to 
the  weakness  of  prty  rancour.     God  gpraot 
I  might  be  mistaken.    1  would  i|ish  to  look 
to  you  as  the  glorious  palladium  of  real  li- 
berty.   I  have  witnessed  your  talents,  aad  I 
hav^e  believed  your  integrity,  and  had  it  not 
been  for  your  language  in  the  paper  of  this 
day,  April  11,  1  would  have  Mui  ted  longer 
to  have  considered  the  bias  of  yonr  mM ; 
but,  I  am  now  determined,  and  I  proceed. 
Indeed,  with  diffideiK^,  to  remonsaate  with 
you  on  the  inferiority  of  your  late  papers 
contrasted  with  those  of  some  months  past. 
— ^Your  Register  was  truly  denominated  i*o- 
Utieal,  it  was  made  precious  by  its  subject 
matter  being  always  guided  by  moderatiQii 
and  argument ;  directoi  only  to  those^  whose 
corrupted  principles,  or   prejudiced  emrs 
merited  the  chastisemont  of  a  prudent  re- 
viser, or  whose  exalted. conduct  demanded 
the  approbation  of  ripe  ability  ^--Wbtle  the 
hirding  papers  of  the  d:iy  were  burning  with 
the  officious  hatred  of  party,  and  main^tai^isd 
the  principles  of  the  ins  and  outs,  only  for 
the  liase  motives  of  interest,  we  behdid  in 
you  the  consideration  of  either  side  babaosd 
justly,  rejected  and  protected  equally  Igr  she 
firmness  of  a  man  of  honour.    You  gaiben*^ 
ed  exactly  each  State  Paper  that  might  be  an 
object  of  consequence;  and  in  your  paper 
we  beheld,  uuin^paired,  the  Fre^oh  finlle- 
tins,  as  they  otficially  arrived,  which  ^lH>e 
a  subject  of  great  curiosity  to  posterity.-*-r- 
During  the  late  Westminster  election,  I  had 
been  told,  you  were  the  hirehng-  of  Home 
Tooke ;  1  disbelieved  it     I  thou^t  yon  teo 
firm  a  roan.    X-negrettcd  thaahose^  ^hich  I 
sometimea^w  in  your  paper,  for.siithflmh 
each  print  eqtially  displayed  it,  aadjsn,  the 
huJTy  of  an  eloctton  had  been^o^ikned  to  be 
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pardonable)  ;^etl  had  expected  Mr.  Cobbett, 
wliote  Bi0dei:atiGabadbiwEtabeentiDexifn- 

pled>  and  iHiose  principles,  hitJierto  impftr- 

.:tiali '  would i^jiot have  coodesceaded  io  atain 
lut  pagefr  witb^e  laaguage  of  low  Hfi>«  .  At 
lengtb  that  ma?  dropped.    Alas  I  it  itfas  sue- 

joe^ed  .by^Kbombaftic  dioddioontade  of 
aclHMil.cra^  aod  joir  Pniitictd  Ragiitiac  be- 

icameitkftfieeeptack  of  eaeb  unipeaniog  and 
ridioBiQut  «fiksuMi  that  issued  £romtbepen 
of  ao^.pedaot^  who  aileinpted  a  vindiGation 
of  jiqur  attack  on  what  yon  please  to  caU  the 
'^  Liearn«iLaQgaages$*'  ao  attack  I  waa  sorry 
to  see  yon  had  started,  for  bo  one  purpose, 
bttt^  a&Nrd  your  enemies  comtempt  tor  your 

.  igaoBBOoe,  ^  and  your  friends^  reg^t  for  your 
totempenufce.  Those  pages  that  had  sup- 
ptied  fresh  matter  to  the  fertility  of  states- 

.men,  that  would  have  enriched  the  mlndft  of 

^many  of  the  younger  members  of  either 
House,  by  leading  them  to  consider  truth, 
unbiassed    and    impartial ;    tiiose  pages,  1 

.«ay,  instead  of  being  filled  with  a  political 

.  harvest,  are,  I  «m  sorry  to  say,  obliged  to 
contain  such  nonsense,  that  would  have  even 
disgraced  Redhead  Yorke*s  opposition  Regis- 
ter; and  this  merely  to  gratify  a  private 
pique.  We  are  to  be  told  in  the  mean  time, 
that  you  intend  to  continue  the  contest,  and 
on  that  account,  are  sorry  that  you  cannot 
keep  pace  with  the  Bulletins  and  State  Pa- 
pers, but  imist  delay  the  insertion ;  they  in- 
deed, which  complete  the  most  excellent 
part  of  yoar  performance.  But  all  this  trash, 
Mr.Cobbett^  is  excnseable  to  your  Register 

,<ii  this  day,  wherein  you  attack  the  princi- 
ples of  the  hireling  editors  of  the  press,  and 
enttraly  exclude  the  noble  science  which 
•nee  dignified  your  paper.  What  are  Mr. 
Perry,    Mr.  Jieriot,  Mr.  Walter,   or  Mr. 

.  Bowles  to  you  ?  Leave  them  to  the  contempt 
of  the  country,  which,  if  they  deserve,  they 

.  will  sooner  or  later  meet ;  appear  not  to  be 
f^ded,  as  they,  you  say,  are,  by  the  wish  to 
iacri^ce  your  country  to  their  own  interest 
and  Iheir  own  paltry  disputes ;  for,  I  regret 
to  sav  it,  but  the  being  so  particular  to  state 

.  itiie  filings  of  another,  hastens  the  inquiry 
kooie  to  yoursdf,  and  I  begin  to  fear,  that 
the  tmadi  oi^Mt.  Cobbett  is  tiot  unstained,  as 
If  formerly  wat.  However,  it  is  not  too 
late,  as  yet  yon  have  the  wish,  with  most  re- 
&cdng^men^  te  be  correct,  they  see  in  you 
that  ability  which  rightly  directed  will  still. 
prbteet  our  tottering  couatry.  Retain  it, 
-  Jiol-^oie  that  character  which  of  all  others  is 

^nost  dif^jfied  s  the  xnan  who  stoops  to  no- 
*  4hiiig  xmuni  and  la  actuated  oidy  by  the  no- 
i:  ^biibelings  of  honour.    Think  not  you  will 

xldeoaeaa yourself  by  discontinuing  the  con- 

^Jtest  J.  Jtheju. iwdaa  jcad.  yon  with  „lne  ^jri j h. : to 

iii>prove,  will  rejoice.  Pardon  me  while  I  aled- 


fastly  thus  step  forth  to  remohstrate  with  you. 
.With  no  oflte  of  your  r^ad^rs  do  you  tund 
hiffber  in  thA  eatimation  than  myself,  and 
while  J  eodeairour .  lo  point  joat  your  mts* 
t^,  rt^^rd  ray  words  with  no  tmpattence, 
but  raifaeVwith  indalgeDoe.(*<^Your  endea- 
vouring to  attack  *the  l^i]guage8  is  weak, 
because  you  bave  not  tbeafad^ty  to  si;^>port  it. 
The  Almighty  disti ibutes  his  gifts  in  various 
wayt)  with  one.  faranph  of  science  he  ha» 
liberally  and  gractoudy  endowed  yon ;  aspire 
not  farther )  y^r  education,*your  iiabtts  of 
life,  are  in  oppMition  to  yoer  attempt  at  ptr- 
snading  mankind  you  nave  the  ability  to 
turn  the  noblest  remnants  of  antiquity  into 
rkiicub.  I  itax,  that  if  you  continue,  you 
will  sink  into  contemptuous  6blivion.  Re- 
sume youribmer  rank  in  the  consideration 
of  your  fellow-countrymen,  and  while  your 
pages  again  display  the  native  genius,  and 
ardour  of  a  Briton,  scorn  iu  sileuoe  the  base- 
born  motives  of  your  adversaries  who  are 
shackled  by  tlie  threats  ^f  party  and  the  lust 
of  gold.  Reiflect  what  joy,  what  gratitude 
awaits  you  from  your  drooping  country,  if 
you  again  start  its  defender  fitdm  the  oppress 
sion  it  daily  endutefi  |  tiirow  not  away  the 
time  in  frivolous,  in  puerile  disputing,  when 
rightly  employed  you  may  contribute  to  save 
your  comitry  ransacked  as  it  is  by  internal 
division ;  rouse  yourself  fVom  this  abusive 
inactivity,  dare  the  glorious  task  that  once  iK 
luniined  your  pages,  and  become  again  the 
champion  of  £nglaiKi*s  constitution,  worded 
as  it  was  by  our  ancosfors,  and  for  the  comi^ 
nuance  of  which  I  devoutly  and  heartily 
pray. -r— I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  humble 
servant, — ^Trao^xoNiENs  ts  .'^^^Oxford. 


DOMESTIC  OFFICIAL  PAPER. 
Capturb  op  CtXRACOA.— Frow  tke  /Am- 

dMi  Gaxetit  Extraordinary,  Sunday,  Feb. 

22,  1607. 

Admiralty  Of&ce,  Feb.  20.— Captain 
Lydiard,  of  his  Majesty^s  ship  the  Anson, 
arrived  here  this  morning,  wi^  dispa^hes 
from  vice-admiral  Dacres,  commander  iti 
chief  of  his  Majest}''s  ships  and  vessels  ?ft 
Jamaica,  to  W.  Mafsden,  Esq.  of  wh  ch  the 
following  are  copies : 

Shark,  Port  Royal,  Jan.  11,  ISO/.— Sir, 
I  have  much  satisfaction  in  congratulat'ng 
my  lords  commitsioners  of  the  Admiralty  on 
the  *captuie  of  the  island  of  Curacoa,  on 
new  year's  day  in  the  mt>ming,  by  the  4  fri- 
gates named  in  the  margin  *  under  the  or- 
ders of  capt.  Bris'^nne,  of  the  Arethosa  ;  a 
copy  of  whose  letter  I  inclose.— ^—tWhibt  1 
contemplate  the  immense  strength  <^{  tl:e 
harbour  of  Amsterdam,  and  the   su^ritir 


; (J-^-- 


*  Arethusa,  .L:itona,  Anson,  and  Fisgard. 
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i>rdfe  (joijtJiCned  in  ifedifteirm  bwttc^^s  op- 
posed to  the  entrance  4i^  the  frigates,  1  know 
not  howstiffici-ently  to  adwwre  the  dtosioh 
©f  capt.  Brisbane  in  attenxpthig  the  harbour, 
•and  the  ■determined  bravery  and  conduct  dis- 
played by  himself,  the  other  3  captaftis,  and 
all  the  officers  and  raen  under  his  command  ; 
and  is  another  strong  instance  of  the^cool 
and  determined  bravery  of  Brit i sly  seamen. 
Gapt  Brisbane  being. Irom  his  situation 
obliged  toact  as  governor;  I  have,  a*  ai>  ac- 
knowledgment and  high  approbation  of  his 
conduct,  contin\;ed  him  in  that  s'tluation  till 
his  majesty's  pleasure  shall  bcvkuown  3  and 
request,  in  the  strongest  mamier,  that  thf  ir 
Jbrdsliips  will  be  pleased'  to  recommttid  him 
fcr  Miat  appointment. — Capt.  Lydiard,  who 
ynW  have  the  honour  of  delivering  this,  and 
"who  fully  partook  of  the  conquest,  and  has 
before  dipti  nguisbed  himself  off  the  Havan- 
nah,  I  beg  to  refer  tbeit  lordsliips  to  for  any 
information.,  1  shall  put  an  acting  captain 
into  the  Anson  luitil  hi»  returJI,  or  i^  receive 
directions  thereon^— -'I  am,  &c. ^J.  R. 

lUcRCSi  .'  . 

His  Msyesty's  ship  Arethusa,  Curacoa, 

Jan.  I,  190/. Sir,— ^Iti*  with  the  most 

livel^r  and  hear ifek .  satisfaction  I  have  the 
honour  to  inform  you,  that  his  majesty's 
Bquadron^  under  my  commanii  has  this  day 
opened  *he  new  year  with  what  I  humbly 
flatter  myself  will  be  deemed  an  cnterprize 
.of  considerable  consequence  to  my  country . 
-*rl  proceeded  in  the'  <5xecution  of  your  or- 
dierffof  the  2gth  of  Nov.  with  ever)'  possible 
avidity,  but  tiie  adverse  wind  and  current 
prevented  me  from  reaehirjg  this  island  be- 
fore the  l6t  instant.  In  my  way  up  I  met 
Capt.  Bolton^  of  the  Fisgard,  going  to  Ja- 
■maica;  I  took  him  under  my  orders,  ac- 
cocding  to  your  directions,,  and  proceeded 
with  the  squadron  off  this  port,  having  ^re- 
•viously  resolved  on  tliat  system  of  attack 
which  British  seamen  are  so  capable/of  exe- 
cutingv  My  ammgemait  having  been  pre- 
viously made  known  to  the  respective  cap- 
tains, I  was  satisfied  nothing  further  remain- 
.ed  for  roc  than  to  put  it  in  execution*  My 
line  of  battle  consibted  of  the  Arethnsa,  La- 
tona,  Anson,  and  Fisgard ;  ^nd  Very  soon  af- 
ter the.break  of  day,  1  made  all  possible  sail 
with  the  sliips  in  close  ordfer  of  battle,  pas- 
sing the  whole  extensive  line  of  sea  L>atte- 
nes>  and  anchored  the  squadron  in  a  stile  far 
surpassing  my  expectations.  Being  still  de- 
sirous of  haviuig  tLlieeftu?ioa  of  human  blood 
.spared,  1  wrote  the  inclosed.  No.  i,  o«i  tiie 
eapstan  of  his  majest/s  ship  Arethusa  during 
the  action,  which  was  not  regarded,  as  ihey 


d\4  thek  utrtiosH'to  (testloy^usJ '  W<»ii8  tan- 
not  express  the  ability  of  the  squadron,  Th^ 
harbor  ^9MS  <l8fLHH!fe8^tiy'  fitgRiii  iwtiwirti 
tion»of  two  tia^of  guns  5  FortAnwterdain 
alone  consisting  of  62  pieces  of*cannon)  tjafi^ 
entraitce  otily  50  ptds  wfde,  athwarfwhicif 
^Jva^theDuidi  frigate  Hatslaf,  of  36gurts, 
and  Surinam,  of  22,  with  two  largfe  schtion* 
ers  of  \Var,  one  commtnd«d  by  a  Dutch 
commande*r ;  a  ohain  of  forts  ^'as  on  Mise>- 
bufg  tommanding  height ;  and  that  almost 
impreghabhi  fortress,  Fort  R<?publiqtie,  with^ 
in  the  distance  of  grape-shot,  enfilading^  the 
wliole  harbour. — At  a  quarter  past  6  we  en- 
tered the  port ;  a  severe  and  destructive  can- 
nonade ensued}    the    frignte',    sloop,    and 
schooners,  were  carried  by  boarding  ;  the 
lower  f  rts,  the  citadel  and  town  of  Antstwr- 
dam,  by  sterm  ;  all  of  which,  by  7.  were  ia 
our  possession.  For  humanity's  sake  I  grant- 
ed the  annexed  capitulation  ;  and  at  10,  the 
British  flag  was  hoisted  on  Fort  Repabliqtte : 
the  whole  island  is  in  our  quiet-possession. 
TTie  strength,  commerce,  and  value,  I  un- 
derstand, are  immense.     It  is  nowbecddie  a 
-pleasing  part  of  my  dutyj  although  impossi- 
ble to  do  justice  to  the  merits,  gallantry,  and 
determination  of  capta'ns  Wood,  Lydiard, 
and  Bolton,  who  so  nobly  bended  their  re- 
spective ships'  compnuies  to  the  storm ;  and 
the  same  gallantry  and  determination  are  due 
to  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  for  fol- 
lowing up  so  glorious  an  eltample.     Indosed 
is  a  list  of  the  killed  and  woutitded  in  hia 
majesty's  squadi-on.     I  hnv6  not  m  been 
able  to  ascertain  that  of  the  enemy 4  except 
those  in  Uie  ships.    The  Dutch  cothruodore 
was  killed  early  in  the  action,  and  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Surinam  severely  wounded.     I 
have  appointed,  by  Proclamation,  Wednes- 
day nekt,  for  the  inhabitants,  which  amount 
to  30,000j  to  take  the  Oath  ofAllfcgi&nce  ta 
our  most  gracious  Soi'ereign ;  those  that  fio 
not  choose,  will  be  instantly  ehibarked  bs 
prisoners  of  war.     For  any  farther  part'rcu- 
iarslmustbeg  to  refer  you- to  that  gallant 
officer.  Captain  Lydiard.—' — I  have  the  hb- 
nour  to  be,  g^c-      ■  Charles  Brisbane. 

No.  I. — His  Majesty's  ship  Arethusa,  Cu- 
racoa Harbour,  Jan.  1,  180/.  •  "  Sir, — ^The 
British  squadron  arc  here  to  protect,  and  not 
to  conquer  you;  to  preserve  to  you  yout 
litcs,  liberty,  and  j^roperty.  If  a  shot  is  ^^^ 
red  at  one  of  my*  squadron  after  ihn  $U8)-* 
moDs,  I  shall  imn^ediately  stprm  yotir  biatte-v 
ries.  You  ha^'e  fhre  minutes  to  accede  to 
this  determinutiori. — I  ftave  the  iionoui*  to 
be,  &c.*— €.*Brtsbane.— TV  bis^^cellenrjr 
the  Governor  of  Cvaiacoa.  ^To  ht  ht[thnted.j 
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"  If  the  House  reject  this  |>etition/'  [which  it  did  r^'/ecf]  *'  notwithstanding  the  strong  grouncs  up^n  >thich 
"  it  Is  wpporied,  what  will  be  the  conpcqucncc?     What  a  proud  precedent  shall  mmistcrs  h^v-  to  boast  of 

"  in  this  precious  sample  of  their  Treasury  correspondence then  may  they  fix  a  Treasurer   m  every 

*<  county^  in  every  towii,  in  every  borough,  then  may  each  ipember  circulate  through  h»»  respcciirc  bar- 
*«  /ack  department,  ihe  dtcrec  ^  thegovemmt»t  a^ainU  the  suljecl^s  birthright ;  provided  01  ly  that  ihcy 
"  keep  within  the  cautious  limits  of  their  precious  prcc<»lent;  provided  oaly  chey  do  tiot  pror.ounce  acta*l 
**  menace ;  provided  only  they  convey,  through  the  raediuro  of  an  vtnoc€Jil  freeholder's  Icircr,  a  bribe 
"  taken  fronv  the  public  money;  provided  they  keep  within  such  Hmits,  they  art  safe — the  |)recedcnt  of 
"  this  night  will  bear  them  out,  and  they  wilt  agaifijiud  a  Ilotise  of  Comnom  who  tvitl  countenance  them  in 
**  their  breach  of  thai  Houses  privileges,  and  in  the  violation  of  the  mbject*i  constitutional  rights,  provided 
*'  only  that  in  the  act  of  such  breacii  and  violation,  the  forms  of  discreetness  and  decorum  prescribed  in  tht 
•*  present  precedent,  be  observed  ."—Ma.  Plbceval's  Speech,  on  the  Hampshire  Petition,  aistFcb.  I807. 
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FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  ELECTORS 

OF   TH|t 
CITT  AMD  LIBERTIES  OF  WBSTlfIM9TBt. 

LETTER  XIV. 

£^EMTI.EMeV, 

The  event,  which  we  anticipat- 
tei,  has  already  taken  place,  the  parliament 
has  been  dissolved,  and  another  it  imnie- 
^ately  t<J  be  called.-— -This  is  a  proper, 
tnJ  most  favourable  time,  for  us  to  take 
a  view  of  ournational  situation,  particularly 
as  far  at  relates  to  any  real  share  of  political 
powei,  wh'ch  the  people  enjoy  through  the 
means  of  that  House,  which  is,  when  as- 
sembled, said  to  contain  their  representa- 
tildes. 

Upon  the  intrigues  and  cabals  and  contests 
which  have  led  to  the  dissolution  of  parlia- 
ment, I  have  already  taken  the  liberty  to 
address  you  ;  and,  my  present  intention  is, 
first  to  give  an  account  of  the  last  transac- 
tions of  the  House  of  Comhions,  and  of 
the  prorogation  and  dissolution,  and  then  to 
oflfer  you  a  few  observations  thereon. 

After  the  late  ministers  had  lost  their 
places,  attd,  with  those  places,  their  ma- 
jotity  in  the  parliament,  they  began,  as  has 
beet*  the  invariable  custom  in  similar  cases 
for  many  years  past,  to  make  what  is  called 
"  Jn  Opposition  ^"  they  begin  to  nriake  mo- 
titms  fpr  inquiry  into  abuses ;  they  began  to 
•et  abcot  harrassing  those  who  had  succeed- 
ed them ;  \tx  short,  ihey  began  to  u^e  all 
the  fioeans  in  their  power  to  torn  out  their 
iQccessors,  and,  of  coarse,,  to  |et  into  place 
again  themaelves.  Their  successors,  bow- 
ever,  in  nowise  fisposed  to  yield  thei^ 
places,  and  tliinking  them  not  stxure  with- 
out changing  the  House  of  Commons  which 
M  been  ehKted  du^ng  the  day  of  lh«ir 
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opponents'  influence,  advised  the  king  to 
dissolve  the  parliament  5  and,  accordingly, 
dissolved  it  was,  after  a  Btatement  of  the 
reasons  had  been  given  to  the  two  Houses  iix 
the  following  speech,  delivered  by  com- 
mission, on  Monday,  the  27th  of  last 
month.  But,  before  I  insert  the  speech, 
let  roe  dwell  for  ft  moment'on  the  critical  cir- 
cumstances, as  to  time,  under  which  the  par- 
liaipent  was  prorogued.  There  hj|d  been  ap- 
pointed during  the  power  and  influence  of  the 
late  ministry,  a  committee  denomiitated  the 
"  CommiUee  of  Finance*'  and  xYieprofessei 
object  of  it  wa»  to  produce  economy  by  ex- 
amining into  and  coiTCCting  abuses;  but,  the 
real  object,  on  their  part,  seemed  to  be  to 
amuse  the  nation,  and,  perhaps,  to  let  their 
opponents  (who  had  been  in  offices  while 
the  abuses  were  committed)  see,  that  tJiey 
had  a  rod  ready  pickled  for  them.  TJjfs 
committee  appeared,  accordingly,  to  be 
doing  little  or  nothing  for  several  months  ; 
but,  as  soon  as  the  places  of  the  late  mi- 
nisters had  been  filled  vnlh  other  men,  the 
Committee  of  Finance  berannre  wonderfully 
diligent  5  and,  some  of  the  late  ministers 
themselves,  who  were  meml^rs  of  the 
Committee,  and  who  had  scarcely  ever  at- 
tended it  before,  noiv  attended  it  ex^ery  tiny  ! 
Upon  a  remark  of  this  sort  bextvg  made. 
Lord  Henry  Petty  observed,  that  his  occupa- 
tions as  a  minister  took  up  so  much  of  hit 
time,  that  he  was  unable  to  attetid  the 
Committee  before  j  but  that,  having  been 
released  from  those  duties;  lie  had  now  time 
sufficient  to  attend  the  Committee.  Be  the 
cause,  however,  what  it  may,  the  effect 
was,  that  the  Committee  made  a  progress 
truly  astonishiiig ;  insomuch  that  it  had,  iri 
the  course  of  a  few  days,  otiade  discoverud 
of  enormous  misapplications  and  defalca- 
tions J  and,  it  is  positively  stated,  that  ihf  y 
had  a  report  drawn  up,  and  ready  to  lay  be* 
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fore  the  House  on  Monday  #v^1ng.    But, 
of  ^m  tjieir  alacritjr;^  di Jpatcb  MEew  ^ft ' 

in^'  t}i^\,>a^d,  ,^fp^,  Af  coiwuwnd  f^  tlie 
HoiM^xqr^ta^iatbefliouae  <)f  J^Htl^ii  >rficre 

venned^4\j^iiiikii\f  oif  ,diei  feptott  of  ibe 

th^iCQpjraJ,^t^,.'an4',^»iFfe^  putan«nd  to 
the;Q\'ut^<?e.  iqf  .t^e  HoQie'ityell'.  -  Lowl ' 
Hpwiok  vi&he^>J^Pf>ftfeiitJjk  to  82^  aonie- 
thiog,  ther^  w^  ia0iuii(;kaA.de«irc^  joo^tlie 
part. 4^  .tU^Jafthnajl^Utty,  .|o  lend  forth 
sometbiogloitfi^HHiff, bjr  liraijr  Of  c<pO#iire> 
but;  ihpUiilm^Hf^m^^JM^^^'^'i^n^f 
at  0^6  ,do^9^§;mHMk<«^;b^ipi^ A^Spe^ker  ^ 
^rxyi&^  i^4i,  M^€bi9l#qM)Dl»  %ke  bHor.  Idok 
(becbu^if».r^f  {(Qrn)#fb:rliH^  kia  Ikreo  well^ 

{inowq  W?cJe*  gt  li^  ^kK^rJMaleif  op.  the 
ips  of.  ev^y^^^^w^  f)!r«fli^t,v^«d  ^thc  House 
was  cpa]p«yed:.0^|^  to^  Jjffn^to  hear  its 
de^  .pr9i¥>i^<»e4»  :HVWMb  ^i»  Mtde  pre- 
^aon>.  gooiileQielii.^'  ^  :<b^  proceed  wHb 
adTaut£^  t0>  d^§  fier^sal  of  the  «peech» 
fBV€{^.WPWi:of::wbid*rii  wOftty  ^  ««r  at- 

'^  )MVeit;iu.«i^tiiM^dr^pm  fat$  M^My  td 
''  infonpgroa  that  his  Majesty  baa  thought 
'^  fit  td  avail  bicnself  of  ihci  firsi  ^nomeiit 
5'  whi^  would  adnaU  ogf  ao  int»mipttoo  ol 
"  th^  sitting  of  ParliaiDeiiC>  without  vash 
*'  |eriaVif)fi<myeoienoeitarhe  public  busiiMiif, 
^^  tf9  cJoMT  tbo  preaeDt  Session:  and  tba( 
"  ^is  Maj^^  has  therefore  be^  plaasad  to 
''  QinjS^^  a  comsiiasiQii  to  be  issued,  uiidcr 
"  ih(^  gr^t  seaJ,  for  proroguing  pariiameot. 
<^  -i-rWe  are^ft^theT  coioiti^ndfid  Ao  state  to 
*^  ycMi  that  his  Majesty  is  anxious  to.  recur 
*'  |o  ^4Miie(2/'A»))ai^fcy  while  the  events 
*'  whicb^have  reo^tly  lakes  place*  are  yet 
*'  Iroshi  in  their  uecpllection.-*'^— His  JVfa- 
"  iealyf#els,  thai  iacescurthigto^tbisnieai- 
''  sure^  under  the  present  circumstances, 
''  he  at  c^oe  d&wnHraUs,  i^  the  moit  un^ 
*'  equivoctti  maTtaer,  his  own  conscientious 
"  persuasion  of  the  recjdtude  of  those  mo^ 
"  tives  i:q>on  which  he  has  acted  -,  and  af- 
''  fords  ta  his  people  th^  best  opportuuity  of 
''  testifying  their  <l!^teniHnatioi;i  to  si;^ort 
'«  him  in  every  exencise  of  the  prerogatives  i 
"  of*  his  crown,  which  is  conforma^e  to 
f*  the  sacred  obligations  under  which  they 
'^  are  held,  and  conducive  to  the  weifane  ^ 
«'  bis  kingdom;  ai\d  to  the  se^vurity  of  the 
''  constitution.-~-His  Majwty  directs  us  to 
''  express  his  entire  convlccioot  that,  after 
"  so  long  a  reign,  maHied  by^  series  of  in- 
i'  dulg«nces  to  his  Ronian.  Cathotio  sub* 
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*'  jects,  they,  in  common  with  every  other 
^'cUuH  «f  hir people,  must  feelassmWof 
''  hisattaohme^tl^the  principles  of  a  just 
f'/and  iCDli^ttti^  iol^ndon  $  and  of' hik 
'^  ^laions  desire  to  protect  equally,  ^t^d 
I''  ptomote  impartially,  the  happiness  of  aU 
**  dtsdriptiohs  of  his    fflibjects— —  Gbmt 

*'   VI^BMBN  or  TOB  Hot7SB  OF  COMMONS,^ 

^*  HisMsgesty  has. commended  us  totbank 
^  yoQ,  in  his  Majesty's  name,  fer  the  sup- 
''plies  which  ydo  hasie  furnished  far  the 
•'  puhlte.  S«rvice.^«^^ He  has  seen,  with 
"  gt^eat^trafactioii,^  that  vouiiave  been  abW 
**  to  £&d  Ih0  ^ipcao^  of  ilefraymg,  in  the 
''  presfent  year,  those  large  lalt  neo^nry 
'"  -eipensts,  for  whkh  you  have  provided, 
"  '^iliioQt  imposing  upon  his  people  the 
''  -taauMdsatebttrden  of  additional  taxes.r— ^ 
**  Hit  M^esty  has  observed  with  no  ie$s  jo- 
''  HifMeti$n  the  inquiries  which  you  have 
**  inititutod  into  subjects  connected  with 
^'  pttbltc^cooomy-;  aod,.he  trusts,  thattlM 
''.farly  attention  of  a  new  prliamspt, 
<'  which  be  wi^  forthwith  direct  to  be  aall- 
''  ed,  will  be  applied  to  the  piosecutioaof 
''  these  important  obyeeta;— -^  If t  Lovds 
"  MJn>  GBMTj|.BifEN,'*--Hia  Majesty  has  di- 
^'  rected  us  mosteamestlv^  to  reooounend  if^ 
*'  joa,  that  you  shoula  cultivate,  by  sU 
"  means  in  your  power,  a  spirit  of  uoioii, 
'*  harmony,  and  good  win  amoagst'  all 
"  ddasses  and  descriptions  of  his  people.-^^— ^ 
''  |iis  Majesty  trusts  that  the  divisicms  n«- 
"  turally  and  unavoidably  eacited  by  the 
**  ]^te  unfortunate  and  uncalled  for  agitatiod 
**  of  a  questtoni  so  interesting  to  the  feeli^g^ 
"  and  opinions  of  bis  people,  wjllspea^itj 
"  pittsaway}  and  that  the  pretvaiHog  mmc 
''  aiul  determination  of  all  hia^  su()jects  tp 
/'  Mcrt  their  united  efforts  in  the  cause  of 
'*  their  country,  will  enable  his  Majesty  ta 
"  conduct  to  an  honourable  and  seci;He  tes^ 
*'  minatioA,  the  great  cgotest  in  Ivbiqbhf 
"  isepgagi^."  *      ,  ; 

Now,  Gentlemen,  the  qveation  which  ^ 
particularly  interesting  to  us,  is,  wKatWsi 
the  r end  canst  of  this  dis8oluti6a.*r-**'^Fh|)se 
public  prints,,  which  are.  partiataos  #tha  Ml 
ministiy,  i^ssert,  that  the  caine  was  hot  (taf 
which  is  held  forth  in  the  speech  of  U>P 
t/ords  Comniission<^rs  I;  though  oaen  who 
re^t  coolly  }otfom  they  write  or  spea&ir 
may  oeiuurfr-SQ  Wstyin;^.4is?tap^^^^ 
strupi,  paitipqjarly  as^amitig  from  i^ 
^  friends  of  rasular  mtrum^^  :#<)<^ 
oidar»  andourMgrT^^^|*^b^t^l9l»lM{[ 
]^r.to  -hear  .v|p6at  H^nfy  wjncht^'^ 
do,  cou^vsdng  itw|4i  theasasrtioojof  A# 
oppanents,.an4tiwii.form  tmrafiuioii*^^ 
ll)e  Morning  Cbifmit,  mW^W^M  ^ 
know,  is  t|ie  oBi^  ^r^»aa^4of  tl^  m  , 
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ministry,  confainootyon  the  l^tb  of  April,  the 
foUowiiigap^icie:*— — "  The  presentrtn'mra- 
*'  tryV    In  Kiissolricg  Ihe  parlimient,  can 
''.have  no  other  than  the* most  mamfiwt 
**  party  object*.    Tliey  •canEK>t  prttend  to' 
*'  appeal  to  "the  pev^ple  at  larger  as  to  the 
"  wisdom  of  their  ineaddrea;  r  TheycantiDt 
"  pce^end  as  yet  to-liave  dahnstd  cortfi- 
"  tleiiGC  from  the  expeHendkr  of:  the  .post. 
"  They    Uwrefbre  avail    themselttR  of  a 
"  AVTcked  ckRiour,  wbl^h^  iHily  one  of  tiiotn 
"  has  hiid  thc^front  taiFQw^nd^?^juttify3 
" '  and  A^'hT1ea  certain  degree  <if  eff^r^ldence 
•*  eitias  in  the  putjJiemJnd,  they  wiUen- 
*'  ckavonrto  procure  a  h(m»ebf  a&rovqons 
*'  to  their  pi.Tpose  by  evenc  metlidd^Tiailch 
"  the    actnal  state  ^.  the    represtfifintion 
"  emJbles  tbera  to  emptoy.      They:',  have 
"brought  thi^.raattMT.  7/?ore   home  t9  the 
*'  Si^nses^.  of  the  peopte-of  this  cowttry  than 
'<  €dl  tht  reforming  societies  ^r  ithe  last 
*'  thir-ty  years.'*-^*^Bni  besides;  the  oliject 
"  of  getting  a  pariiameot  more  fiiVourable 
"to  them  than  thepr^aent.  the  new  mi- 
^  'Oiftets  Jiave  ano^wr  motivt  in  dissolving 
*'  the pArkameitt  trithout  dtlmy.^    The  com- 
•'  mittee  of  the  home  oi.  cnmmens. IrfteJy 
^  appohited  are  c?<F7/y  making  dicoveries-of 
**  the  greatest  importance,  and  if'  they  «8t 
"  but  a  mouth  longer,  it  is  impossible  to  say 
^  Mifko  might  not  be  eflfected^     Con.mktees 
**  Kke  this  would  make  every  department 
*'  responsible.  We  are  intbrmcdlhat  some- 
^  thing  very  important  is  come  ont  respect. 
*'  ing  an  issue   of  one  ^undred  thousand 
"  pounds  of  the  puhHe  money,   which  re- 
**  fnaims  wholty  unaccounted  far.    The  pro? 
'*  ceediDgs  ana.pn^ress  of  th^ committee 
**  leave  ut  no  donbt  of  the  determination  to 
"  dissolvie  tbis  parliament.     It  is  absolutely 
"  necessary  fot  ceriainpemtns,  that  inquiry 
**  should  be  gashed  ^^^-^ As  to  the  party 
"  objects  which  ministers  expect  to  gain, 
*'  we  alecooMeiit  they  witt  be  disappoint- 
"  cd.    None  of  tlie  present  ministers*  nor 
*'  any*maB-Avbo  supports  them  will,  on  the 
"  grOufid  0i  tbth*  merits,  try  a  popular  elec- 
"  tton.     Lard  Casdereagtr  will  not  stand 
'*  for  the  ooQOty  of  £>owi)>  but  will  sneak 
^  ttito  aii>:.£ng)ifth  boren^..    We  do  not 
•*  believe  \ihat  aU  thsk  inmience  will  carry 
**  e«3Ba  mm  >mm^iitr  itr  Weitmmater,   if 
'^  ptop^  candfd«ie«»offi;r;    Ik  i«daod  they 
'*  ^U>f;aixiilMHfaiAg(^«vo&  with  the  menaced 
'*  vigOiifjDfiMr.'ParcevaiTl^i^ing  over  that 
*'  lx>»ollir.d JSWwitjbstfodtng  iftb  ihe-courtly . 
'*  4«arte 'ail*)^die  ^rel^^^B  bt^tx!y^:>by 
'^  jwbkk(ilie(|tti««m3rialicaytidatfifi;.a'ce^^ 
"  «lii9ii4^«dMap*fir^»,  Ih6  p^ple  atcMge 
"  intfe^i^bem^H^^fc  0^  we  vi^r^  Ik- 
**  tic  inclined  to  snpport  the  present  minis- 


<*  try. ^We  have  said,  and  wft'  ref>eat; 

*''thet  it  is  the  discoteries  myde;iihd  likely 
^' to  jb«  m^e^  by  thfe  cJbmtiiitt^o^'vfje 
*'  house  of  continons»  that?  have  precfpttdteA 
""  thisdfssohition:  We'hop6,  h<^wever;"^flr 
^'  thereis  time thi»^y,  that  sbnbe  indfejfv^n- 
^'  dcatinemberof  p«rliaitienlf£?^/  5>arrMe 
'*  fdcts  amf  point  ml  the  trtie  f^^evqf  tf^ 
^'  dmohifktt,  ft  •  would  be  of  the  greatest 
*'  sefcvicfe  to-  the  pcrbfic.  Ih-one  bf  >he 
*'-parri^mentrt)f<3hafJeBT.  ii4ien  A  housS 
**  ^  cGtnmoti^  vr'ki  abdtit  W  he  dissolved  for 
"♦'dtsfiMthfttlexammhtioto  oTpubRc  abuses;- 
^  the  famous  Sir  Edwai^Cdke  boldly  eame 
^*  fbr waid  and  n^aeA  tbe  Duke  of  Bulging- 
^"^  bam  as  The  1^^  grievance  ef  the  nation, 
''•and in  biffi^tftomprehfendingevery other 
**  grt^aWfiK  lf^tb(gt«'W«re  k^ member  of 
♦*  the  hlmtfe  t>f  conwndns  bold  ^ebgh  to 
V  follow^ tills eltamptei  vtiAlbdeHffunce'tk^ 
"  alfu^  mbiisMrf\t>kk  /#  sdreifnyhe  might 
"  do-^kis-  comnf  tj^it^  Service,  itnd  clieck 
*'  that  ItMrtrtt  of  C(frr option  iuhichfriust  iti 
**  the  end,if<:iin^eeked^'ieadto  ^e  most 
"  faitii  tonfiqu^nei^s^  'S— This  sudden  disso-" 
^  Imionerriitf  partiament  at  4i  fkitfe  «fd  many 
'*  private  bills  have  at  a  vast  expense  beefi 
**  tarriedt«lmAit^<y«tfiBir  termination,  musf 
**•  be  gteMly '  feh  by  many  ludividQaTs.  But 
"  mt^ters  had*  n^  time  to  losfe,  atid'ttiere- 
7  fore  they  cnnnot  be  Watiied.  '  Tbeir' 
"  ex'menceaiMl  that  of  the  preserttt  pafrlia'. 
''  ment  ^as  incompattbre.  They  had  not  a 
"  moment  to  lose,  and  it'is  no  wonder  that 
'*  they  preferred  thenlfieHes  Bnd  those  who 
"  at  present  protect  them,  for  the  sake  of 
**  protection,  to  every  consideration  of  pni^c 

'*  sidfantage. V ^Before  we  take  the  otber 

exitact  from  the  Morning  Chronicle,  we 
may  be' permitted,  perhaps^  just  to  ask  Mr. 
Perry,  since  when  it  is,  that  he  has  disoow^ed 
tbere  is  a  '*  torrent  oftoi^ruptinn^  existing  in 
our  govemmenti  sedng,  that  ftbt  many 
weeks  bave  p!ft$pd  shjce  he  sev^elyrebttfced 
all  those,  who  threw^out  insimiattens  that  the 
government  stood  at  ait  hi  need  of  cofrec^ 
tion.  But,  Mr:  Perry  is  now  oa/ o/  place. 
Place  aftd  profit  are  apt  to  produce  menta} 
blindness  as  to* such  matters  3  and,  it  istrtdy 
fortunate  for  the  connfry  andibr  truth,  tbat 

Slace  tod  profit  have  been  taken  from  the 
ite*  ministers.  They  will  now  see  abuses 
with  ^8  very  different  indeed  from  those 
thattbey  saw  them  with  before;  but,  Genr* 
tiemen,  Jrowever  mnch  we  may  rejoice*  at 
the  oxpoflurei  which  tbejr  wiH  rtwke  tfor 
make  them  they  will);  \r6  must  never  lose 
sight  of  tii6  fact,  thaty  while  in  office,  they 
used  arary  art  in  tKeir  power  t6  prevent 
similar  w^ws^r^s.  Neter,  'do  what  tiJey 
.  will^  in  tbe  way  of  exposure,  never  shall  I 
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f^g-it  their  abominable  treatment  of  Mr. 

P4Mil«.  whose  ooly  cfiine,.  in  their  e/«3,  was, 

la^it  he,iraata4  to  mak^  expoiiaFes.    Their 

:  tn^tn^knt,  too,  of  poom^tkms,  the  Barrack 

'Ma>ti9r>  wlwca  ifafiy  completely  ruioed,  if 

41Q^>^*r(^<icl  ta  ck'^ttb,   mhh  hi&  numerous 

.fA^uily^.  TiiB  is  auoth^  thing, which  will 

tjilrw^so<^^to  niy'ji^iul>.Wh«n  I  liear  them 

toi^eig^iag  agalD#  aliu$ef.    Wb<n  Mr<  Rob* 

]|fHi.  aioved.for  ike  pa^ec^  relating  to  the 

lAarr^cht  lu  thai  iskiof  Wight,  ive. remember 

ti«f^ith<wha&dilfioulty  lieai)UMnfid  th,cm  ;  and, 

i.4()  hnp^r'  ^)«ti'we  oever  shall  A>i;get,  that 

iL&cdHeoly  IVtryfe^isedtbr  papers,  b  the 

9fit»tr4n$t4ncfc|»  merc^  upon  Hue  ffrtyvmd,  that 

'>^Ijr,  ^obiionti^a^  no^  suhmiUjtd  ou  ^xte/ion  /o 

;  4hi^min^tiir»  Mffore  At  ytutiit  U  /    Aof  th i ng 

)nH9««  arrp^aot' ibj^4bi«» ittarehoatile  to  all 

<l0i^^)fl')»/  £refldom  .of  deUbcration,  more 

^^tk]9ftolin£ jt^  (he  <  House  of  Gommous,  i 

Xl>ttfer)Jieydi>o£'.ii^.my  life*    And.  all  this 

^(iiaji;  ji©titoe4/.b7  Mfi,  l^rry.     It  was  all  ap- 

^t^lcibckd.bjf  htm;  .who.lias  now  discovered, 

:lbttt/U  is  Uameabk  iuminUiers  to  screen 

tiboitr^  wbobaved^een  guiily  of  peculation. 

'He^Jo^  ti^   that  wise  tiieo;wi6lit  slowly  to 

werk  in  siicb^m^ttters ;.  that  \t  was  easy  to 

,  set  up.acry  JcbotM  abuses  ^  httt>  that>  to  reform 

tbcm  iVfSis.  a.  thing  that  required  considera- 

ttoa^!  AU  hi'9  faemes>   too^  took  the  same 

..toniftj -tliey  diiiOovereH  no  haste  in  rcforma- 

Uon;f  i>i>;ii}y  sort;  they  seemed  lo  set  in - 

tl^iicieti  on  foU  for  mere  party  purposes  y 

and,  :in  na  ouit  itutauoef  did  they  serioasiy 

<«ttcinf)!t  ^  btin^auy  public  robber  to  justice. 

-r— Bu!t,  iet  us.  heur  hitu  agitin  from  his 

|>t|fper,of.lheUdihof  April-r-*^'*  What  we 

V  3reaterday  stated,  has  taken  pjacej  podia- 
'  V  ment  is  dtssolv^ed,  and  dissiulved  in  such  a 
"  p)atuief  as  learea  no  doubt  whaiever  of 

V  themoBvesArhichled  toit.  We  have  now 
f^  to  state  a  .faut  iit oorroboratioa  uf  what 

•f5  we  yejlei'^day^.  inettboaed,  and  wo  defy 
•V,  V  nliJfi^jSUidfidlet/]  in  the  country,  great 
.^  and  Mn:illf.  to  deny  it^  Nay,  we  defy 
f'  aoyTneoiiier  of  the  present  administnition 
'/*  tu.deoy  it.*^ — *The  tinance  comiiMtiee  of 
~^f  the  hiAi^e  of  commons  met  yesier  •.y,  and 
'J'i ;  liad  rpnepared  a  report, to  bo  preseuted  to 
/^  tlie  houie,  but  they  were  prevenied  by  an 
.V  iiriilice  of  ministers,  yehldi  would,  have 
/*  been-  wprlhy  of  *'  aid  the  swindUrs'AQ 
/5  the  coutrir/.— *— The  oaembers  of  ihe 
<'  jeonunittee  were  iu  the  house,  and  the 
f.i  clittitiflUiMi.  w*ia.  ready,  to^wc^scnt  nlla  ?»- 
:\'  fy»rtj  :iViiuw»crJt,;hoMWer  aware  of  what 
/,ljrk^lH.itida;:..pl3ce,  and  dreading  a  Ghaqje 
if  that  wouidhttve  bceivma^  against jtmoet 
.*f  n04o*]iu{tt^pLcu/uikt  Mudi^jikfauiigr,  tikept 
:<'  ihe:L'«bier^f:theJ^led&illo*iin  attendance 
M-  aijthcldti6rijii^'fc^^Jiou«9  6£ttoa[kaiaDs;  add 
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^^  l^laick  R(ul  rap|,ed,  and  being  inflrodticed, 
'^  summooed  the  house'  to  the"^ house  of 
**  peers.  By  this  nrKinoen^^re  xljd  the  new 
^  ministry  pre^reiu  the  tbrmWf  prcsent- 
^^inuttt  ef  the  pecftlafors  wfco  hate  *beeu 
**  plnnolering  the  puWiC-  We  ^  are  liappy, 
•^  bowevOT,  in  being  able  t6  rc^lat^,  rn  adcTi* 
'f  tiim  to  the  abovet»TCums*artci*8  (the  truth 
**  of  which  we  ch^lle;^ge  ai>y  maiito  deny) 
*'  that  the  report  of  tbe  cammUietf  of  ^^ 
^*  nance,  states  in  substance,  tliat  a  sum  of 
"  19,3001  had  been  applied  by  a  lute  pay- 
"  master  of  the  forces  lu  h^s  own  use,  and 
"  that  this/act  came  to  the  kiiowUdge  of  his 
"  colleague,  the  Bighi  Honourakie  George 
*'  Host,  who  did  not  give  any  direction  lo 
"  lAe  c'erk.f  on  the  subject. — The  report  also 
"  states,  that  the  coumiittee  had  dj'-covered 
•*  other  cufd  great  abuses  in  the  pukiic  mo^ 
*'  nty  concerns,  on  which  they  should  short- 
*'  ^  proceed  to  report. ^Th^^e  are  facts, 
**  fbr  the  trutli  of  which  we  pledge  bur- 
*'  selves.  We  leave  it  then  to  the  public  la 
"  judge  of  the  motives  which  led  to  the  pre- 
*•  sent  precipitate  disaolution.  It  is,  indeed^ 
*'  a  skrduge  tiling  that  those  who  have  on 
*'  every  occasion,  and  now  moat  palpably,. 
*'  endeavoured  to  protect  the  peculators  of 
'*  the  public  money,  should  have  the  impu- 
'^'  detice  to  hold  themselves  out  as  most  ciis- 
"  tinguished  for  their  affection  to  pu»-e  and 
**  undetiled  religion,  slid  iheir  attachment 
"  to  the  chuidi  of  England  1  Such  hypo- 
**  crisy  is  truly  shocking.— The  proceeding 
*^  of  ye»itt?rday,  and  the  management  of  ihe^ 
**  BUck  Uod  "iO  ;>rev*ent  disagreeable  observa- 
^'  ti(>n^,  5>o  forcibly  reminds  us  of  the  con- 
*'  duct  of  that  misguided  Frince,  Charles  I. 
*^  on  a  case  very  Hiniilar,  that  we  cannot  help 
'^  xletailing  tl»e  circorastaiues.  On  the  5tli 
''day  of  June,  id'ia,  Sir  John  Fuicb,  the 
*'  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Conunoni,  de- 
^*  livered  a  niessage  to  the  hoai>e  from  the 
**  king,  itiiporting  that  bis  majesty  had  fit- 
"  ed  a  day  for  putting  an  end  to  their  ses- 
>"  tnoa,  ai^d  therefore  required  that  they 
*'  should  ndt  eijter  into  a  new  biMnness,  or 
•*  lay  aspersion  on  the-  government  or  niinis^ 
"  Itrrs  thereof.  This  produced  a  warm  de- 
"  bate,  in  which  Sir  John  Elliot,  advanc- 
/'  ing  somewhat  as  if  he  meant  to  touch  the 
;•'  Diike  of  Buckingham,  the  Speaker  rose 
•^^  up  and  s.'i<i  *'  TAertJ  t^a  comtmtmd  mpb^ 
'**•  "  nreth4U  Imuit c^^Amandyouwuto-prO' 
t<\"  <A'ed:'  Upon  this  afdetp  siientt  enstteJ  j 
•♦f  and  tlien  the  hoK^  resolvfd  itscttf  kno  a 
^f:  committee' trtt  Huskier  wbat^.wo»' ft  \o 
i>^  be4oad>,  ^baU  ottieii^  thar  ho^tii^iv  uhculd 
-^^  go  otitbfr 'pain'bf^obg  uo  ♦be  To^'^rs 
.^f.ilhe  Speaker^  fadwd^er><tleiimi  le*vii  to 
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feOl]  .     ,  MAY  2, 1  epT'-^^ec^f  of  IF^ffDinsfer. 

"  wUhdi^w^  «()(]  Uad  loj^e  jJo  to^do^  afid 
» •'  Mx.  Wbitbyj  bei«g  in  the  ciiaiiri.iSir«  Bd-^ 
"  wi^rd  C^^'9^)ki^  to  tbe  fo)tewing.«ffcfc?t. 
*'  -r^r  W<t,b#^e  dealt  wHh' that  duly:  and 
":*'  liftpdett^wo,  itbat  oeverwa&  tl»rlikfe, 

"  ''^  tjoii  of  the .  iib^rtj^^  of  Ibeaohjett.. 

"  "  IvetJusUtke  tlv^toij^art.    In  30j  Ed. 

**  'f  IlLwWere  they  ih/t,  indouht  in  ptarlia" 

** '**  menf   /<►  vame  mtn-  ihai  misfnd    the 

"  *'  Kinsi?   They  accused  Joha  do  Gaunt, 

"  "  the  Kinsj's  8<kn  5  and  l^rd  Latifioer  and 

^*  "  Lord  Nevil,  for  misadvising  tUe  King  -, 

**  "  aud   the)r  went  to^  the  Tower  fbr  H. 

"  "  Nov>  when  theroi  in  «ucb  O'downftl 

**  ■**  of  the  state,  shall  we  hold  our  tongues? 
.  **  '*  How  sh^ll  we  answer  oar  dirf^efi  to  Gtod 

*'  **  aud  men?  7  H.  JV.  par  Ror.^No;?!, 

"  '•  a2>  and  11  Hen.  IV.  No-   1  a,  th^e 

**■  "  the  couijcil  are  complained  of,  and  i*e- 

*^*  '/  moved  from  the  King.    .They,n\ewed 

"  "  up  the  King,  aftd  dissuaded  iiim  Arom 

**  '*  the  common  good*    And  why  are  we 

*^  ''  fio\\F  retired  fern  Aat  way'\Ve  were  in  ? 

**  '*  Why  may  we  not  name  th«»^that  are 

^  *'  thecaiise  of  all  our  ein'U  ?  In  4  H.  III. 

^*  "  and  27  E.  111.  and  l^R»,U.  theparlia- 

*'  "  ment  moderateth  the  K*|ig's  preroga- 

''  *'  tive;    and  nothing  groweth  to  abjse 

^  "  but  this  House  halb  power  to  treat  bf 

'f  *"  it.    WhatsbflU  weda^  l«tu«  palliate 

*^  "  no  longer;    if  we  do,   Ood  will  not 

*'  ''  prosper  us.     I  think  the  Duke  of  Buck- 

*'  *'  ingham  is  the  cause  of  all  our  rai«erics, 

•^  "  and  till  the  King  be  informed  thereof, 

'*  ''  we  shall  never"  go  out  with  honour,  or 

'*  *'  ,sit  wUb  honour  here*    That  man  is  the 

"^  **  gfimfance  ^  grieMances.     Let  u$  set 

^  **  -down  4be  causes  of  all  odr  grievances, 

"  '*  and  all  will  reflect  upon  bitp."**-*— 

'<  Sapb  vrastbeJboW  and  constiuuional  lan- 

'  g^ge  beW    by  Sir  Edward  Cdie,  "the 

.,  • » gr^atjest  lawyer  tine  <»UQtry  ever  saw,  at 

f  :a  Xitne^i<}Oi  when  tJ^  liberties  of  the  peo- 

*.  ple,^er©:uncQnfirjiied;     He  had  no  hesi- 

x^,  tatiflp  ntii  dei^wncing  tbe  authors  of  ill 

,^  ,j|dvic*ffc  4nd  abowed  that  the  House  had  a 
*;  righi<-  to-  naiiie«vil  counsellors,  even  the 

^  KING'S  SOH*  ^id  to  moderate  the  pre- 

**  rogative#/tn  totbe  removal  of  the  conn- 
Jf*  <?il  ortinimstry  ib«t  •*  dissuaded  the  King  • 

.  ^  fre«f  t^  comra<^  good." — — And  yet 
:  >f  .ftu^i»wyers  as  Mr.J*crceval  say,  that  the 

e,^tKwg*«  right  •  to  ^blve  his'ministers  is  too 

,  T  j«ftQre4  for '  the  Ifettse  ^  Coinmons  to  offer 

^'ciHl mbtifle  liplfn*>-!^— *B\>ttbe  matiagenaem 

J*'  jftat,erdayiir  eaicelt  ttot  of  ibe  tmfertti-  i 

\^  m^j^GimlmJi  TheiBh^kRod  «  phtfited  | 

^':  ^'ftre^orwtqjjiniketitiilMOjisibta  ti>5  irt-  ! 
'.V  tf^JEflJi  tb«iSbig74rf;*bifc^  WDfjj:  wlihotttj 

^  informing  bim  of  wb\«b,  «9  ^i^  Edward 


^i 


19Q2 

,-<*  Cote  says,  •♦  ThcHousecOttWffeitberio 

*'  6ut  wftb   himotif  nor' silt i<w^iehiiowoftr 

♦^  tberef*    MrrtJiite»>7esterdii^  ,  did  nbettfcr 

ii"  Item  the  cftttnsetoors.tbm  im)if|1^t^til^fall- 

^  *f  fbftnnate  C&ar?*es  ito^  Jfuin;  !Th«»y  iittwJy 

:*''/qdaihed^aft  iapip«il  Jto  theHing./iiff'^ 

**  cheddd  nU^  iienuoaatmnoofunl-t^isi  mnd 

*^  1  ooit -ii  dttij^rat^rtwHce'  of  ^f^iw^;*!  ftit- 

^'^  lm%ejctt.t^t^mii^^}^th(sk>\thH^pf06¥pi-' 

^^  W// rott^hitf i mipeodlnjAtmsri  3Viiikt^osn he 
vt  expected '»«de«sd^oitt^Tlii«i?  wlw  condudt-. 
*♦  ed  tlll^-•e!^^•le  oif-yf^ftlaj^  \?iMs^it4jjin 
^'  it'beMcQan^eKly:^rid>Tmdetd  tf^fi^ 
*'  cotjdnct;  i^dt  to *«htt>d^vke! io(-hgan^^f 
"  pickpockets  milwTaiWm  \fiin*e^ty  ttTkl  get 

r'*  n  dftetted  iuptmpicv^'eiaip^ndr4f^' 
"  inikt^  mwuiepifidiMonsi^  Suc^iiglAi^iefjr' 
''of  tliexlangert  bf  th©  ichurdb^  sfet  opby 
V  men' wbd  thpis:  iibui^iToc^l^^  jitld  in  4lie 
^'  moft  public  nttimier,  hard  fiidi^^d  tJ^e 
**  d^uneiaihm  -jof^  tk^  ^mM  scandUiiu 
"  tf/Ji/ff*."-*^-^Aa  to tbfe  instances  ck^iiSe 
reign  of  CharhM-I,^  Mr.  ^erry-mky-btf  iii* 
sured,  tiwt  they -Will  ba^  very4«tt(ie  ^T^*rs 
for  those,  u-bori  J»o  widieis  t»\:ifttimid«e, 
and  who  knoix^full  weU,,  thkt,  from  ci^p^- 
JiaraeiU,  wbehevef  it  shall  meet,  ^mfos^d 
lor  one  half  of  placem^  and  pensioners^'m^ 
foe  nearly  the  other  ball*,  of  dealen  in  the 
fiiods,  there  is  no  patriotism  to  be  dreaded. 
Tlie  new  ministers,  in  whatever  ei»e  they 
may  be  deficient,  arc  not  wanting  in  politic 
cal  cunning.  Tbcy  know  thdt  Charles's 
parliaments  were  n»ade  of  stubborn  stuff*. 
They  knbw,  that  be  dissolved  them  over  arid 
over  ^tn;  and,  that,  at  cilery  returo,  be 
foopd  themmore  and  more  resolved  tacbebk 
the  abnset  of  the  times  j  and  the  new  ml- 
nifitem  also  ktiow,  that  exactly  the  contrary 
is  always  the  effect  of  a  dvs}K>lution  now-a- 
days.  The  new  miuniters  kno\i^  iliat  podr 
Charles's  parliaments  refased  him  inanef'y 
and  they  know,  that.  In  no  case  vrhaiever, 
for  these  thirty  years  past,  haA  m»y  Hou>fe 
of  Comnrons  refused  to  voto  whatev^  mh^ 
ney  the  minister  of  the  day  demanded,  thi^ 
only  question,  in  any  rase,  being,  hitfrdy 
that  ot'  how  the  raou^  ^11  l>tf  rais43d..  The 
-hew  minii^iers  know  exactly  how  maitr  of 
the  members  of  tbelaM  povlinrocnt  witt  be 
tanked  oat;  and,  tbo  late  ministers  know  rt 
^oo,  fcir  fhejr  took  taiin  to  have  the  miioi^ging 
x>f  ati^eleonvB.  The  new  mimsiters  may  not 
ltTio^tiie^tt««^.rof  this  gr^at^shangie  in  the 
iBature;ef  tbe  House  of  C«immonB  »iuce  tL« 
ireign  ^of.Cb^tloi  the  Fh'st ;  ib«y»  puVii^ly, 
ixiayfnev(»  lAve'ireAeetKid  upibn  ti»a  tfd^  ui 
ihe  fmu&ng  mH^  taii^^y^ortn  witb^lnespeCT 
tp  tbs  confttitutio%  ot  th«  Houmi  of  Cmv» 
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descry  a  Ham^deii  or  two  aipongsl  these 
men,  be  may  be.  assured,  tiiftt  ^  hUcofnpa- 
r'lsons  about  the  reigi>  of  the  \\  iil-advised 
anil'  un/ortunate  Cbarljjs'*  ^'ij)  Jbe^  .totally 
thrown  itway  -^ — But,  \^  it  not  truly  sJiQck- 
ij)g  Gentlemen^, tQ  perceive  the>rage»  into 
V'liich  this  dissoliitjc^  Ijas  thro-.>jjMr.  Perry 
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havc^  until  lately,  always  kept  qp^  a  sort  of 
decorum  of  phias^Qlogx.touiirdSi  oae  .:no- 
tber^  Idke  Iaw^iL.>  ^^  dQ  b<kF>  ^^t  wha.aow 
Appear  to  hav^  lost  all  psuiesice. .  Mifcr^aot^, 
ip4e«;d.l  Thi$.i&  j^  puretty  %f^m  to  uae^d3>'^ 
scxipUve  o£  itate^nun  i^id  legi^tori,  aciiiig 
under  *'  ihe  best  ^)^itut^n  in  ih^  world." 
Miscreants!  Why,  that  isa.nana^  t©  be  ap- 
plied to  men,  who  i^eek  to  live  entirely,  upoii 
the  earn) Qg«  of  odiers  who,  m  cqots^  Ian- 
gua(;e^  are  denouiluat^  robbers^  or  tbiev«9, 
and  who[»  if  imA,  by  some  m«at>s  oi[  oiber, 
Pfotectedjt    are.,  fi-equenily^  trai  -ported,  or 
hanged,.   Aud,  LasJc  Mr.  Perry,  if,  m  bis 
cooler  rooipents,  he  would  biiYe  applie4  ^ck 
SL  Dadic  to  the  persons,  whom  he  evidently 
h^inyicw?  What  a  pity,  how ^if^ccejy  t^ 
^e .deplored^  it  is,  tliat  passion,, arisiug  j^om 
dlsappciatni^ut  in,  the  laudable  desirt. ^ur)iTe 
ppo^.|he  pujblic,  should  «o  far  get  the4)ettfr 
of.  ilv^  */.  gentkmaniy"  ta*te  of  ,Mr.  Perry. 
3ot,  rf  ^y,  the  quanrel  is  so  4)|^ch  liJke  .that 
betWeeu  V^w^icm  and  Lockit,  that  the  c>am- 
p4risop  strikes  every  oDe^    Never,  acu^rd- 
iqg  io  all  accQUQt,  .  was  there  such  viruknce 
before  Jiftard  of  amongst  pcliticiads. '  111* 
reason,  is,thf$  contest  is  tor  place  and  profits 
It  is  purely  personal.    There  is  uoJ)ii)g  of  a 
public  riature.  that  can  be  made  to  mix  iuelf 
with  it.    Both  sifles  ,;^  j(ry ing  to  .nuke  r he 
)^rld  believe  ;that  die/  are,    respectively, 
conten^Uig  ^foit  ^riocj]^.    One  side  cric« 
taUraiion:    no,  gay«  tl^^  ojher,    yot   '»nly 
want  power  aod.proiit^  yo^r  niea^ire  \vas 
merely  ii^tended  to  nuliify  tht  kmc,  iiiuJ  to 
rjender.  .yourselves  minifiters  »lur  Uic-     T'>tf 
other  side  cries  no  ppfjery  : ,  you   i le  in  y  .-■  if 
hearts,  sajrs  tlie  other,  and  ail  you  u.ih*  -  ^'to 
obtain  a  corrupt  majoiity  tlierebv-l*  ici  .re 
your  power   aiid  youi  protit^,     W^/ich  r:rc 
we  to  belie\*r  For  rny  own  part,  i  hav^^  a 
great  dislike  to  contradict  people^,  aud  aiu» 
therefore,   fat\\er  inclineii  to  give  ciedit  te 
t^  ashcrtious  of  both  sidefc^-^ — rWc  must 
now  hear  what  the  partizaos  of  th^  n)e>^ "  inU 
nisters  say  as  to  the  rrai  caused  tU^E;  4tt«>- 
lution;  and,  we  Will  begin  with  ^shoff^KX* 
tract  ixoin  the  Coi:M^ier  uew5paper.of.  i^e^^lk 
of  April,  fjC6t  Ql}^«r.vjug,  thiUthisb^-v^^ed 
paper  -is,   to  the  xiew  |]i>ipi^M'X>  \yKbd^,  ihe 
Morning  Clu-ocjicle  i^  t^  the^r  pp^^ceaifrt, 
narojely,  an  iusirum^njt  C(f .  fa9fft^  ;Ujj|^,pro* 
prietoxs.aud.  edlioi^.respi^iv'eiy.Uaiv^nfr  ta 
view  xi6  Pihtlqb\ex;t,|^fLn^^)fltJ^ff^liS^^•^ 
It. will  bpob^serv^d,  4hav;^a  pUJcl^tiH^W^ 
ab^uxto  jusertj  wa^:  writte|>  b^  ^y.Sfn^SP^ 
ment  l^M>^  the.arti^  be$pr%fluf^iiu4.5<»m 
the  ]J(|ornIiig  Chi^i^e  ^rt] — ^'l-if^^^  «^  vM 
"  sux|)ri*ed  ^  Xk^.9fH^im  m^^i(^9V^ 
'/  ^u^of,tfep.P^gist^^^p^]^fli^s^,09 
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'*  tbekwishiBg  to  hear  no  more  oFtbe  cry 
"  of  the  church  and  state  befng  in  ^nger  ; 
'^  they  would  be  gM  to  dro^m  Mi-no  dcmbt^ 
"  but  this  cry  they  shall  not  droyirni*-^the 
''  {)eop1e  shall  not  fail  to  be  told  repeatedly, 
"  thatfhe  change  of  the  mini^ets^^ahd  the 
'%  necessity  of  a  dissolution  so  soon  af^er 
'^  that  unnecessary  and  uncalled  for  drssohi- 
tion  last  autumn,  haVe  been  proda(:ed  by 
these  reformers^  these  "  English  Bnssot- 
ins,**  who  conceived  a  m^sure  contrary  to 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  land^— a  mea- 
sure of  such  obscurity,  and  power  of  eic- 
tension,  that  erery  one  explained  it  his 
own  way'^who,  having   obtained  ^eir 
sovereign's  consent  to  One  measure;  ex- 
tended it  to. a  compass  and  capacity  whicb 
never  was   in   his   contempla'fiotY^who 
were  guilty  of  the  most  petulant  idisre* 
spect  to  the  Kmg*s  authority,  in  havhig 
consented  first  to  return  to  the  original 
'^  measure,  and  afteiivards  hiiving  Insulting-* 
"  ly  retracted  and  refused  to  do  any  thing, 
''  because  they  were  not  aUowed  to  do  all. 
"  Happily,  however,  for  the  constitmkmf, 
"  and  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  these 
"  '*  Englnh  Bnssotins"  had  to  deal  with  a 
*'  Sovereign  very  different  from   the  one 
''  which  the^'*  FVench  Brissotins'"  had.— — 
But  there'  is  no  fear  that  the  people  wfll 
be  misled  by  the  artifices  of  "  all  thfe 
*«  partisans  of  the  l^apists,"  or  that  they  ViH 
"  fail  to  see  that  the  conduct  of  the  late  mi- 
"  nisters  has  rendered  the  present  dissoln- 
*'  tion  necessary.     But  it  was  to  prevjent  the 
*'  premutation  of  the  report  of  the  finance 
''  committee  we  are  told — and    ministers 
''  kept  the  Black  Rod  in  waiting  at  the  door 
*^  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  summon 
''  the  House    the   moment  prayers  were 
*'  over,  because  '*  they  dreaded  a  charge 
*'  thai  would  have  been  made  againsi  a  no- 
*'  torious  peculator  and  defaulter,^*     Here 
'*  again  wQ  must  remind  our  readers,  that 
'<  the  person  alluded  to  was  an  officer  under 
*^  the  administration  of  which  Lord  Gren* 
*'  ville,  Mr.  Windham,  and  Lord  Spencer 
*'  were  members.    What  reason,  therefore, 
'^  had  the  present  ministers  to  dread  any 
''  charge  that  could  have  bees  made  agaitist 
"  the  person  in  question  ?  Biit  we  are  re- 
"  lieved  firora  the  necessity  td  saying  more 
*'  npon  thit  absurd  and  idle  charge,*  that 
''  parltataient  was  dissolved  to  stifle  the  dis« 
*'  coverifs  made^  by  the  committee  of  ,fi- 
♦*  nance,  V  *^®  language  held  by  the  Ad»' 
"' d'rngtori  IMlrty,    who,   alluding  ;  to .  this 
"  cbftrgOi  explicitly  declare, -thait  \viih  f^^ 
**  spetqt  to^tlie  oditi^^itt^'Qf  firtftnce,  we 
'^  ca'BHo)^  Suppose  that  ady  administration 
!^  ktfm  t^  ^MWtflM}li|hs.to  ims^w  Aat 


MAY  d;  iWf^Btecfm  tf  WfsVm^mtit.  ^  [S8» 

publh:  curiosity  and  erfqufty  ai'e  tOj^be.re- 


eolation  alluded  to  was  committed,  does  not^ 
apply.    Their  being  in  th*   cabinet   gave 
them  no  more  opportunity  of  being  acquaint- 
ed with  this  misapplication  of .  the  puulic 
money  than  it  did  of  the  misappli cation  of 
the  40  thousand  pounds  by  Pitt.     This  wri- 
ter tnight  almost  as  reasonably  render  us  re- 
sponsible for  it,  because  we  were  in  the 
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*'  ly  tending  to  censure  liis  Majesly,  though 
'*  that  censure  was  disguised   in    genial 
*'  terms.    They  had  not  even  the  decency 
*'  to  suppose  that  his  Majesty  wa^  acting  by 
"  any  Veipotisible  t^dvSsers^  but  contrary  to 
*'  every  principle  of  the  constitution  ;  their 
'*  ipea^uresf  "were  so  mfinaged  as  to  point  at 
"  his  Majesty  alone,  as  the  only  guilty  and 
^*  n*$p<5:isib!e' individual,  and  personally  to 
'*  censure  and  condemn  him.     The  parlia- 
"  ment, '  hpweveTi  coold  not  be  brought, 
•'  under  any  artifice  orptomrses,  'to  support 
*'  a  phiposition  so  dangerows  and  \jnoonsii- 
"  tiftionalj  yet  so  deeply  connected  toge- 
^'  ther,  and'  so  widely  extended  were  the 
"•  ftdh»5fcnt^  of  the  lai»  cabinet,    that  225 
**  n^enibers  of  the  House  of  Commons  were 
'*  induced'  to  jfoin  in  tfce  censure  of  tlieir 
^*'  Monarch, — —After  this   unprecedented 
^*  attempt;'  tlie  King,  with  the  moi.t  perfect 
**  cotiiciftbiitlps^of  kii  iniegrity  and  vpfi^fhi-  : 
'^'  ii(^is\  has  appealed  to  the  GREAT  BODY 
^*  of-hls  '^ubjeCfSi  in  the  firm  coniSdence 
rhatih^y  will  confirm  the  decision  of  the 
Ho^>e<5f 'Com hionu,' approve  the  neces-. 
'  s^fy  dwf^of  1^  twni  beeu  forced  to  make 
trff  his  fttinlMry ;  and  that  they  wiil  give 
'^^^^ho{hh\tn  aWJ  chem  tharoouotetiance:  ahd 
'[  **'^iT|)pi)rt;  wit iolv  wilf  on  the  one  hdod  se- 
"'^•'•^  cure  the  ^C€*J8ttmtiatiai  Independency  of 
■*     «*  (fce^dtvtt;  ^nd  od  the  other,  mabic  bia 
^«f  'pidstafiitnWM  it)  Q^ry^cti  the  biisints*  i 
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^  *<yf  1  he  Tiatf on  iMih'p^B  'itnd'tbmjhrt,  tfB  *' 
''awed  by  any   iJbmbru^ten    «f  parties. 


'* '  which  might  of litrwise  cons^?f^  lo  imei  -^ 
**"Ki|^t  the  ordinary  proceediti^  of -gttrem- 
**inerit;^— -We  conceive  that  one  ef  ih^ 
**^reat  ahd   fut1damc?htal  principler  of  i^hfe^ 
*•  British    constitution,    is    thJs-^That   she 
**•  House  of  Cornmons  is  to  be  coiwiddred 
"'  as  th^  o^'gan  of  the  people,  therepcesen- 
*'^tativeof  their  power,  ihe*  interpreter  of 
^  thefr  will :  and  whenever  the  Heofe  of 
*- '  Commons  s|)eak$,  it  ^ipeaks,  m  legal  and 
**' constitutional  acceptation,  the  senaeof  jrH 
"  tiie  CohKUbns  of  the  empire.— i-^— When, 
*'  therefore,  Any  great  ejuestibn  ari>»es  affect- 
"  ing  the  ti^it^  of  iiny  branch  of  the  legrs- 
"  laiture,  or  the  interests  of  any  great  de- 
"  sCription  of  Hhe  people;  which  was  not 
"  foreseen  or  in  contemplation  at  the  tittle 
'*  the  Commons  were  efecied ;  which  it  v*as 
'•  morally  impossible  for   the  'electors  to 
*'  have  foreseen,  and  which,  «ouieqiuPDi}y, 
*•  they  could  not  have  r^ferr^  to  hr  the 
*'  Chx)ice  of  their  fepreseDtatNrs ;   h  is  iii 
■•  strict  conformity  with  th«  fundamental 
**  {Principles  of  the  constitution,  that  &n  op- 
*^  porfunity  sfwufd  he  ghen  TO  THE  PEO- 
'*  PLB  of  e^presd^g  their  colfeetittc  settle  on 
*'  thesiilject,  and  makiftg  theit €leclwns  con- 
^'formally,    ThiA  doctrine  is  so'esridnnr  aa 
^  tonfeed  nojiroof,  hou'eve:^  it  may  be  11- 
**  lustrated  by  stating  the  converse  ©fit. 
*'  l.et  us  suppose  that  tlie  Hoilse  of  Com* 
"  mons,  when  once  (Elected,  ha«  a  right  to 
*'  sit  for  its  l^^al  period  of  seven  }'Bars-^it 
^'  might,  by  its  power  o\'er  the  purse  of  the 
*'  nation,  dictate  both  to  the  Lords  and  (he 
"  King,  and  crcfllte  a  septennial  despotic. 
"  — -  We  now,  then,  ask  y6o<  whether tlie 
"  late  transactions  wliich'  have  taken  place 
'*  on  the  Catholic  Qoestton,  were  in  ybuir 
"  contemplation  when  you    elected    y6ur 
•'  late  representatiyes,  int^cteber  latt  ?- — 
*'  i .  Was  it  in  your  contrnnplaticn  that  a 
'*  cabinet  junto  should,  by  every  possible 
"  artihce,  by  alledged  raiiconceptioQ,  and 
''  by  false  misrepresentation,  ertohiv^ur'  to' 
'*  deceive  or  to  force  hta  Majesty  ti>-:a  total 
*'  repealof  the  t^t  laws,  as  tar  as  the  ^ttmj 
"  and  tiavyare  concerned}  >W«  .^n^er 
**  boldly  for  yiiu,  it  waa  not^v-^J^^Kfe.  fW^  it 
'•  in  your  contemplation,  that^'  U*  his  Ma-' 
'<  jesty  should  efvinceantmshaloniTfirnlhess 
^'  in  support  of  hiscouacientioBs:  im^ge^ 
''  meiua  10  the  state,    thm  hta  linnllteri 
"  should  be  outhorisedto  'itnp^as  upbn' tim 
**  Gondltitms '  which  should  iempdwier  them 
'^  to  tcrrtl  against  him>  all  his  inAodQcd;^w- 
<*  er>  and'tpre^^tiv^  far.  o^lraotinif'hia 
*'*  opinioDay  fcrrcing  his  fcansdedter^nd  ex< 
'*-  pinmi^  Ms'cfaBu^cterto  lob^^pijpdad  on 
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•'  that  it. was  nut.— — 3.  Was  it  iji.jrpur 
"  'oootcfiqjktion  tba^,  ^ppn  the  tei\dtt  of 
'^  SBebdegradtng-GtjpdkioQs^firopi  h*^  paijQis-^ 
«  ter»,  *hh  M»je«ty  5boul(}  iiurrender  jliie 
**  prer(X5«ftiVe«,  authority,  an  J  indt?peti(kr>- 
^  ty,  Hito  the  hands  of  a  cabinet  jur>to? 
**  Here,  again,  we  answer  for  you  in  the 
**  negattve."»— 4.  Was  it  in  your  <ontem* 
*f  plo^n,  tbat.  if  his  Majesty,  i^iendeavour- 
•*  higtd liberate  hioiseUfroni  the  attacks  of 
V .  hift  ministers,  should  demand  tbeofi  to  re- 
*^  tract  the  cooditionii  they  had  impo!>ed  up* 
^^  on  '  hiro,  and  to  give  him  an  assurance 
*^  that  they  wouJd  not  brin§  forward  again 
*^  measures  connect^  with  the  repeal   of 
^'  the  test  acts,  a»  his  ministers,  he  should 
-"'be  held  upto^hepubWc  as  a  criminal, 
'^  should  be  accused  pf  having  violated  the 
*^^  ooDstittHion,  and  of  having  exacted  an  il- 
**  legal  pledge  of  his  counsellors?  We  an- 
•^  awer  ^in  in  yoiur  name,  with  confidence, 
**  DO.  '  '  ^AU  these  circumstances,  unpre- 
^'  cedented  and  prepotteruas,  form  such  a 
.  *'  combinatioa:  of  measures,  as  you  oould 
*'  neither  have  foreseen  nor  ooojectured  : 
^^  and  which;  although    they  have    taken 
'*  place, you. can  now  hardly  belreve-^The 
'^  attack  on  tke  Kipg's  independency,  the 
**  ^flforts  to  carry  a  repeal  of  the  test  laws, 
r  an  act  of  aupremalcy  in  favour  of  Roman 
•*''  Catholics,  ^nd  of  every  otlier  Dissenter 
^f  from  the 'establishment,  tlie  attempt  of 
"  hstntslers  to  force  the  Sovereign  to  admit 
*'  the  cabit\ettoact  in  defiance  of  his  senti- 
*'  ments,  and   the  accusing    the  Monarch 
•'personally,  as  gurlty  of  a  criminal  act,  in 
*^  resisting  this  attempt,   are  all   measures 
**  novel  and  extraordinary,  totally  out  of 
/'  tfa^  common  course  and  current  of  atifairs, 
**'  and  whkh  require  a  distinct  proceeding, 

•  •'  confofmabk  totbeir  in^portance  and  no- 
"  velty.—i^Under  these  impressions,  there- 
^*  fore,  the  Monarch  with  affectionate  con- 

i-  f\  fidenee  in  the  niiachment  of  his  people, 
:    ''  and  wilb  the  most  consciencious  sernfe  of 

•  *^  At^OWN  SINCERITY,  in  cndeavour- 

•  f^ -Ingftt)-  perforni  the  duties,  and  maintain 
'^>  the  •  trust*   committed    to    his  <^harge, 

'   f^'iAiak^a  coadescending  appeal  to  yoar  seii- 

•  >^  timBBW^ttd  impartiality, — 1  He  has  re- 
\^  fOsed  tto  give  Ins  ministers  leave  to  carry 

•  ♦  V  .throc^  pariiattient,  witii  tlie  colour  of  his 

'^  oohsent,  a  bill,  which  went  to  repeat  the 
i'  f^^.act  •f  suprfmacy,  and  the  test  atts^,  as 
f  -:/*' fiur  a^lbfrarnly'and  iavy  ate  concerned, 
^  .i^-^aod  to.gite  this  capacity  of  holdmg  the 
-  ^/  '^  higlie^  navjil  and  military  commands  to 
-:  1  y.ri^eary  cjfpwcm  vfdisiefUers  from  i  he  church 
'  f^.ifts^aU|^hBient/>  tihatever.  sect  tbey^  might 
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would  make  the  hoase  of  commons  moresub- 
ser\Ment  to  the  minister  of  the  day?  That  it 
would  enable  that  mifiiMer  to  cause  the  Act 
of  Habeas  Corpus  tcf  be  suspended  for  more 
than  seven  years  at  a  time?  That  it  would 
rtnderthe  system  of  itifiuence  more  exten- 
sive and  efficient?  That  it  would  make  bo- 
rouglis  more  venal  ?  That  it  Would  throw 
more  of  them  into  the  hands  of  the  j^ers? 
That  it  would  add  to  the  iong  list  of  place- 
men, pensioners  and  grantees  .of  any  de- 
scription ?  That  it  would  embolden  ministers 
to  add  to  the  number  of  fortrign  troops  in  the 
king<loro  ?  That  it  would  increase  the  number 
of  contractors,  defaulters,  and  peculators?Th:  t 
it  Would  add  to  the  embarrassment,  vexation, 
distress,  poverty,  misery,  and  degxadation 
of  character,  which,  owing  to,  the  all-per- 
vading system  of  taxation,  are  now  5o  gene- 
ral in  this  once  free  a^d  happy  country  V 
These  are  the  pobits,  upon  which  we  feel. 
These  are  the  poirUa,  as  to  which  we  ,call 
for  the"  eseahiished  guards  of  the  coast  i- 
tutrOn  in  chul?ch  amlvsiaie^.' And,  if-tho 
.  bill  in  question  'afliect  us  io  t>Oi>e  pf  th(  ^e 
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besuchmiierabie  fboh  as  to  be  misled  by 
the  h>'pocrrtkal  declamiition  of  writers  such 
a»  that  whom  I  have  just  quoted.— ^He 
tells  us,  that  the  late  ministers  would  have 
•*  repealed  the  Act  of  Supremacy  and  the 
*'  Test  Acts,  as  far  as  the  army  and  navy 
''  were  concerned.'*  Well,  ^nd  whfit  then  ? 
These  are  now  of  no  avail  whatever.  They 
prevent  the  advancement  of  no  man,  in 
practice;  and,  even  supposing  the  intended 
measure  to  have  opened  ^he  door  for  promot- 
ing Ronian  Catholics,  you  must  well  know, 
that  to  promote  any  one,  protestatit  or  catho- 
lic, is  the  act  of  the  king,  and  of  ihe  king 
diicne;  so  that,  all  that  this  measure  yirould 
have  done,  would  be  to  enable  the  hins  to 
promote  Roman  Catholics  if  he  chose,  leav- 
ing  him  at  perfect  liberty  to  follow  his  own 
inclinaiion  upon  the  sul^ct;  in  other  words, 
it  would  have  rtiade  that  perfectly  legal, 
wbfoh,  in  fact,  is  now  «fonf  without  the 
Banction  of  law,  but  with  a  general  conni- 
Tance.  Whether  this  -^as  attempting  to 
•'  force  the  conscience  of  the  king  >"  whethei 
this  was  an  Attempt  to  subvert  **  our  holy 
reltgton  ;"  whether  this  would  hare  placed 
the"  church  hi  danger  ;••  you  will  iasily 
decide.— — But,  this  writer  is  alarmed,  lest 
persont  that  are  not  Christians  should,  by 
the  means  of  such  a  measure,  get  into  offices 
in  the  army  j  nay,  he  fears,  that  it  might 
open  the  doors  to  persons  of  no  religion  at 
til ;  just  ^5  if  men  who  are  not  christians, 
w  who  have  no  religion  at  all,  wodid  be  re- 
•trimed  from  doing  any  thing  by  an  oath 
taken  upon  the  four  books  of  the  Gospel ! 
Wh  It  a  miierable  pretence  !  What  shock- 
ing hy)0innsy  !  The  sincerity  of  this  liire- 
liiig  writer  is,  indeed,  rendered  manifest 
enough  by  his  stating,  that  by  a  dissolution 
of  parliament,  the  king  appeals  to  the  great 
Mif  of  his  subjecis,  just  as  if  there  were  no 
^cfa  things  ak  Treasury  Boroug'is;  just  as 
if  theiie  were  no  members  sent  into  the 
Gomroons  House  through  the  influence  of 
peers  ;  just  as  if  ail  was  fair  and  free  accord- 
11^  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  ard  the 
letter  of  the  law !  What  a  villainous  hypo- 
crite \  Conscience,  indeed  3  and  talk  at  this 
rate! — ^Tbe  Courier  insists,  however, 
that  the  cry  of  "  no  popery"*  shall  be  kept 
up ;  but,  if  the  en'  has  no  more  success  auv 
where  else  than  it  has  in  Westminster,  it 
will.  1  should  think,  be  of  little  avail.  .  tie 
t  lis  U5,  that  we  ought  tict^  to  be  afraid  of 
pd  eiy  bectfuse  our  ancestors  of  a  hundred 
y>*ars  ago  were  jtistly  afraid  of  it;  but,  he 
well  knows,  thatihecircomstancesarctotally 
chan^d  5  he  well  knows,  that  there  is  no 
more  reason  to  be  afraid  of  popery  now  thmi 
there  is  to  be  afraid  of  witchcr^j^  irbtch 


tiraftoncea  sublet  of  legal  ^^f$!on^^ikrj 
nishment;    lb  ^fitet;  Ae  dy  of **  nq  "^p^^*^* 
and  of  "  danger  to  "the  jaWrdi^  uj^  ftis 
oec«ion,  is  a  nfifere'trfdk  to  delt^de?  iM:pt6p\^, 
and  to  tmi)  their ^^ntiotl  to 'th^  re^  caose 
of  the  stru^le.  between  the  late  a<i/4^seiit- 
ministry,  asw  also  thftcry  ofi*^  toleration/'' 
on  the  other  aide,    lire  former  well  knpws, 
that-popery  is  extingubk^,  and  the  latter 
knows,  tiiat,    as  to  aH  practical  purpo&eff^- 
toleration,  with  respect  to  the  armj^  and  na- 
vy is  already  complete.    The  intended  fpea*- 
ttms'was  m^y  to  answer  a  party  purpose^ 
and  the   opponents  of  the  late    mhutter*' 
seieed  hold  of  it  as  the  lucky  pi^ans  of 
ousting    them    from    their    places.    Both 
sides    clamourously  appeal    to     the    con-" 
stitution,    that  word  of  various    interpret 
tattons  i  each  accuses  the  other  oiz  violation- 
of  the  constitution  ^  and  the  design  of  botb^ 
is,  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  world  from 
the  selfish  views,  by  which  they  are  actua- 
ted.—-The  bte  mitiisters,  however,  find-^ 
ing  that  empty  sounds  are  unavailing  $  finding 
that  their  cry  is  inferior  in  point  of  effect 
to  that  of  their  adversaries,  betake  them- 
selves to  something  m6re  likely  to  attract 
attention;  end,  accordingly  their  partizana- 
assert  in  terms  the  most  unqualified,  that  the- 
real  cause  of  the  dissolution,  at  this  d'me, 
is  to  be  found  in  the  documents  which  have* 
beendiscovei^  by  the  Committee  tf  Finamce. 
No,  says  the  Courier,"  because  the  speech* 
'^  of  tjie  Lords  Commissioners  says,   tfaa^ 
"  the  subjects  before  that  committee  will' 
"  be  taken  up  by  the  next  parliament'.**  But,- 
in'the  first  place  time  will  havs  been  gained; 
secondly,  the  docwnients  unll  have  been' for- 
some  months  in  the  hands  of  the  new  minis^ 
ters ;  thirdly,  another  committee,  if  appoin- 
ted immediately  upon  the  assembling  of  the- 
new  parliament,  will  not  be  able  to  mak*- 
any  considerable  progress  tfand  ^'ear  i  fourtbr 
ly,  that  committee  will  be  conapoied  qfsiikk- 
persons  as  the  majority  ef  the  House  shall* 
think  proper  J    fifthly,    {  think,   yoor  wHl- 
agree  with  me,  that  the  majoriir  of  the 
Hotm  wUl  be  very  like  to  agrte  with  the  neuh 
miniHry  t  ""d  sixthly,  the  natural  coDchi* 
si^n,'  is,  that  the  committee  will  be  difle* 
^vntly  composed,  and  that  iti  reports  ^wfll* 
br^the  quite  a  different  language  and"  difi^ 

rent  senthnents. ^Th^'Mortung  Pdstsavs, 

that  the  parliament  is  dissolved^  in  order  that 
tlie  new  ministry  may  be  relieved  fromi  t|e» 
embanrasing  power  or  the  iMmo^tion,  mid  tttt 
they  may  "  carry  'On  tho  amrt  of  the  nafip* 
*'  with  etue  and  comfort  to  thtokseHes.'*  llrts* 
is  fine  talk !  Yet^  thi$  is,  ip  trutK,  the  c^  t 
of  the  disBOlutioni  tind,  Oftitleifien,  ooly^ 
tldnk  of  ^  ^t^  to  i^hMi  ^  nttist'  Ite  tt^ 
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whose   torpor,    whose  willing  degradation, 

so  ric  il/  deserved  it. But,  to  enable  thfO 

ne^v  *  ministers  to  carry  on  the  af&irs  of  the 
Qaiian  *\  w)th  ease  and  cdmfori  to  ibem^ 
'5  selves,"  what  ne^d  was  there,  of  a  disso- 
lup^n  of  parliament,  seeing,  that,  in  the 
space  of  ten  days  only,  the  new  ministers, 
who,  before  they  were  in  place',  could  ob- 
tain only  about  seventy  votes,  had  obtained 
much  .  mvre  than  x)ne  half  of  the  votes  of 
the  whole  house,  having  a  majority  oi  forty 
s'if.  This  fict,  which  cannot  b©  denied, 
would  lead  one  to  conclude,  t&at  there  must 
have  been  home  other :  uason  fnr  the  'disso- 
lutio»i  Jjan  merely  that  yf  obtaiuing  a  secure 
P[iajw  /y  Yet  do  tlie  pajtisaas  of  the  Whig 
ministiv  sto.th/deny,  that  the  reaLobject 
wa  the  oueaiiCv.^,:d  by*  ihe  Morning  Chro 
fiicie,  vi  10  has  been  answered  by  his  rival, 
the  Cout  ;:r,  in  an  article  which  I  shal(  jn* 
sere,  not  only  as  it  contains  the  justificatiou 
of  the  measure,  but  as  it  coiit  iins  also 
\»rhat  there  is  to  be  urged  in  jusiification 
of  Mr.  Rose,  and  of  the  supposed  dtfaultw, 
"  Whenever  a  faction  cry  out  against 
*'  any  particular  measure,  we  may  take  it 
'•  for  granted  they  do  not  so  much  feel  or 
*'  fear  that  it  will  be  deuiraental  to  the 
*'  country,  as  Xh^X  it  will  be  destruqlive  of 
"  their  own  factious  views.  Such  is  the 
.  *\  feeling ot'  •  all  the  talents**  witli  respect 
*^  to  liie  dissolution  of  parliament  j  they 
'',.k^ow  thftt  this  ap^eaj  to  the p^ple  cannot 
'VpowiUiy  be  of.  tlJe  slightest  injury  to.  the. 
*^.  r^hijS  and  liberties  of  the  people,  but  taey 
**  ]^w  that  it  >vill  be  in  die  h^heat  degree 
"  an^urioins  to  their  own  prospects  and  pro* 
"  jectarT'they  ^1  tl^at  the  .voice  of  thp  peo- , 
*'  pie  is  every  where  ^inst  them,  and  tli^jti, 
'^  dfead  iQoyQg,  their  iponstituents.  m  the. 
**  .fec^they  ^e  trying,'  therefore^  by  every 
''artifice  tp,  m^sjead  the  public  mind ;.  and 
*Cthpi^h  (fie  wjtifpje.haye  beed,§oleipnJy  as- 
'^,9^re4.(fpn|( rti?. f Uroae, ,  y^at 
" J  i^ .  WSJo^f  J  to,;j^u.r.  .tp.  Sh^  \ 

"/,peopJ  *     *      feVj^U^  wi 
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i&oltfflrs.  Upoa 
^ii  to  8taie.r— 
;  the  following 
d  article  in  tha 
We  are  happy 
o  relate,  in  ad- 
ic^st^iice^t  ^tfae 
ngeaoym«a<o 
the  consuioitled 
*'  '*  of  finance  states  in  substance  that  a 
"  '♦  sumof  j^ip^dOOhadbeenappUedbya 
"  "  late  paymaster 4)f  thefoKcesiabisown 
'*  '^  use^  and  that  this  fact  came  to  the 
*'  't  knowled^  of  |ijs  jcoJIeagaa  the  right 
"  '*  honourable  George  Rose, .  whq  did  not 
"  "  give  any  direction^  to  the.derks.on'the 
^'  '*  subject."— ^-A  respectable  mornilig 
''  paper  commenting  oat  he  above  paragraph 
"  says,  **  This  chaise  is  of  too  serious  a 
"  nature  to  petmit  the  gen'tlanian,  whose 
*'  character  is  thus  aspersed,  .to  hie  satisfied 
''  with  a  refutatioii  in  a  newspaper:  we  are 
*'  authorized  to  assert,  that  it  will  be  made 
*'  a  matter  of  legal  investigation,  if  it  shall 
"  be  found  to  be  cognizable  in  a  court  of 
'*  law.  In  the  c^^ean  time,  it  is  thought 
"  right  to  state,  that  the  facts,  as  applicable 
"  to  Mr.  Rose,  are  utterJy  false.  Mr.  Kose 
"  was  never  the  colleague  of  the  pff  master 
",  of  the  forces  aUuded  to  m  that  sitU4tiPM^^ 
"  The  tnm$aciion  in  question  he  never  heard 
'*  a  syllable  about  till  after  he  had  retired 
"  from  the  duties  of  that  otfice  ;■  when 
"  (after  reproving  jhe  cWrk. whose  duty  it 
*•  was  to  have  nwde  the  conamunication 
"  while. he  wal  in  pfiiqe)  hegaye  the  advice 
"  that  appeared  to  him  10  be  proper  on  the 
"  cccasion.  These  circumstances  will  be 
"  found  in  the  minutes  of  the  committee  j 
"  how  far  they  agree  with  what  it  is  a^ledged 
"  is  in  the  report  of  the  committee,  may  . 
"  hereafter  be  a  subject  of  enqujry."-^-t?- 
"  Upon  Mr.  Pitt's  return  to  the  adnHmstpa-  5 
"  tion  in  1804,  the  person  alluded  to  w^s 
*'  removed  from  the  Pay-Office,.  and-Mr* , 
"  Rose  was  appointed  to  succeed  hin^r-  ^ 
*'  during  the  whole  time  he  was  there  he 
^^  had  no  intercourse  whatever  witli  theper- 
,".  son,  on  account  of  the  coldness  nsturaily 
,  arising  from  the  separation  of  Mr,  Pitt 
£tQ  whom  Mr.  Rose  continued  attached) 
y  from  Mr.  Addington— jbutMr.  Rose  never 
*'  heard  a  syllable  on  thedubject  alM«d^o 
*'  till  he  .l)3d  actually  i?etired.  from  the  Pa)^ ' 
f^Office.-^-T^fiveathen,  wheii  the-commu*  , 
*'  nicatjon  .wa^  rnade  ,t9  hiin,  9f^T:hQ^  had 
"  ^o  wj^drawii,  pp  c^\mr\a('ay  appeared  \j\ 
f*  the  trans^yction,  though  it  was  ^patJeost 
f'^tliere  wis , great  irrig<<A?fi^y  in  it.  h  If  it 
W^^^f^m  knowp  il^at  t^^.a^Qf>e^-rW^8  re- 
f' ^Jjplv^  ioyki^H9i^tWPB^\  ^^^  ^^scoveiy 
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*'  must  have  hchri  naadc  hy  recent  inresti- 
*'  gatiop.  'Whon  the  comttiunication  was 
'*  made  to  Mr.  Hose  he  gave  the  best  advice 

*'  he  cciuld.' Orders  he  could  not  give — 

'*  which  advfce  was  to  the  proper  officer  to 
*'  call  on  the  per!K>n  in  question  for  an  ex- 
"  plahation' of  the  matter,  aftd  to  that  per- 
'*  son  to  ttia^e  an  immediate  communication 
", of  thfe  wh(4e  transaction  ^o  Lord  Greu- 

'^  Villie  ^nd  the  then  Paymaster  General 

^  The  transaction  was  officiaJhj  known  to 
^  the  late  Treasury  ^    and  was    repeatedly 
*'  under  their  to;isideration.      They  gave 
*^  directions  tor  the  repayment  of  the  money 
**  at  certain  periods,  without  imputing  any 
*'  offence  to  tlie  person  concerned-'^o.Ccn-' 
"  sure  tvas  expressed — fio  appHcatlnn  to' 
*'  Parliameni  was  niade—no  inquiry  of  any 
"  sor t  instituted on'ihe  subject,  TILf/THk 
'•  LATE  MINISTERS  WIlRE  OUT  OF 
'*  QFFICE.    'And  then  ati  attempt  is  made 
"  to  crlmitiile  a  getitle^marf  who  never  heard 
"  thfe  reniotegt  :dlus!'oji  tp  the  subject  while 
"  hfe  war^  iq  bfl96e.— ^Suc^h  is!thecase,  the 
*•  titrth  t>f  wiifch  we.diigillcnge  any  man  to 
*'  dc'ny*'^niic|  sitch  Are  the  particulars  as  they 
**.  Jtppear  in  then^Wiutes  of  the  committee. 
**■  — — If  thene  bf^nyothef  improper  irans- 
**  actions  diseoT^r6d,  can  tliey  be  suppressed 
*'  by  the  di^sohttibu  of  parliament^     Will 
^*  tbey  not  be  prpduced  upon  the  assembling 
**  of  the  new  ore  witn  redoubled  force 
^vinA  effect  ^    The  discoveiy  now  alluded 
*'  tOji  ^tifi'n&t  made  by  the  Committee^ the 
"  transaction  had,  as  we  have  afready  sliewn, 
**  1^«el^  the  subject  of  proc(5c*dings  in  the 
*'  Treasury— ^he  minotes  of  whicli  board  on 
*'  the  subject  it  rs  Ivoped  will  be  called  for, 
'•  and  thte  whble  matter  fully  investigated 
^*  when  parliament  meets.     We  shall  then 
■'  see,  'K'he'n  the  honest  indignation  of  the 
"  late  ministers  was  first  excited  respecting 
^*  it,  fli>d  .wh*4her  there  was  the  satue  anxi- 
''  c<y  ahd  eagerness  to  inform  the  country 
**  atiout  Jt  w^iile  they  ufcrc  in  <]fflce,  aS  when 
'   •'  pftfliiiment  was  abbut  to  be  dissolved." 
•  ■>■  ■  ■  Ayej  that  is  tlie  rnb.     It  was  not  until 
they  were  , out  of  office  :  it  was  not  until 
'  this  eftgine  was  wanted' tor  party  purposes, 
that  in  to  say,    purposes    connected  with 
'   placief  ifud    profit,  that  the  Whigs  thought 
'  oi*fcflying  a  word  about  the  matter  rn  public. 
We  now  fti^d,  thai  they*  had  been  longac- 
#yia}flted  WMh   the  farfs;  that  they  had  had 
^he  matter  cfficiiilly  before  them 5  and,  so 
'ekise  did  they  k^ep  if,  so  anxious  were  they 
toppevent  ijti  rt;cliing  \ht  ears  of  the  crofane 
•'Vulgl^r,  thatj  jiQt  even  k  rnmotir  of  n  fotind 
itjs  wiay^  tfe  the  y^^\  nntt^^Htei/  were  oiit  qf 
'  piac^y   y^htWier  th^  feet  was  known  toJ,V. 
i(«^i'^bfa^teii^lPajni^te|-j|  ot-'corti'miJ 
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member  :6f  parliament^  ^s  one  pf  the  gUfir^ 
diuns  of  the  pnhtlc  purse,  he  did  not  happ^ 
to  make  it  the  subject  of  inquiry  in  i^e 
Houtie  ,•  anc3,  what  were  the  motives  whepq^ 
tlie  exposure  was  reseryed  for  this  late  hour:: 
these  are  questions,  which  it  might  tak^ 
some  little  consideration  to  answer  j  but^ 
this  we  know,  that,  on  the  one  sidCi  it  if 
asserted,  that  a  sum  of  ninteen  tliousand 
pounds  of  the  public  money  has  been  enx^ 
bezzled  by  a  paymaster  of  the  forces  5  that 
it  is,  on  both  sides^  agreed,  that  this  fact 
has  been  well  known,  for  a  cojiijderable 
time,  to  several  members  of  parliament  5 
and  we  also  know,  that,  until  a  great  and 
mortal  conflict  of  party  arose,  not  one  of 
those  members,  not  one,  no,  not  one  of 
"  the  guardians  of  our  purse,"  said  public- 
ly a  word  upon  the  subject.  With  their 
quarrds  we  have  Utile  to  do.  With  the 
means  that  they  employ  to  assail  one  another, 
or  to  shield  themselves,  or  their' adherents, 
we  n^ed  not  much  trouble  ourselves; 
but,  amongst  them,  the  fact  was  well 
known,  and,  amongst  them  it  was  kept 
closely  disguised,  until  it  was  brou^t 
forth     by- a   contest  J  or  ^  phee  and  [pr^t. 

Here   it  is;    in    this     fact,     ^nd    iti 

facts  rcsembVmj   it,  is,    that    ponsi^ts  Jhe 
SI  " 
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iafiaence  was  employed  to  prevent  others 
from  doing,  that  which  they  themselves 
were  resolved  not  to  do.  Many  are  the  pe- 
culators that  have  been  talked  of;  but, 
where  have  we  an  account  of  any  ou^  sum 
'ilii^t  the  Whigs  caused  to  be  refunded  ^ 
Wliere  is  the  single  delinquent,  whoin  they 
caused  to  bepillored  or  imprisoned  ?  These 
are  the  questions  that  men  aj»k  of  the  Whigs, 
aod  these  questions  they  cannot  truly  answer 
"Without  depriving  themselves  pf  all  ground 
Vrhereon  to  claim  a  preference  before  their 
JsiVals,  who,  if  they  do  no  more  than  their 
jiri^deqessors,  in  the  way  of  reformation, 
can,  assuredly,  not  do  less.  And  thi<,  I 
repeat  it,  is  the  sole  point,  upon  which 
nieti's  attention  is  now  earnestly  rixed.    Of 


(,; 


opposition  of  l^ie  persons  J^oyr,  la  power, 
adequate  to,  the  ex.i&encieS'Of  Ihe^tei  wiiii- 
out  imposing  any  fresb  butihei^s.  uppn  ibe 
people.  J^  committee  w^w^oppointed  to  cott- 
troul  and  rpduce  the  public:, expen^it^;**?,  flod 
to  diminish  the  ampi^njL  at]  f^aiar^s,  .^  bill 
was  brought  in  ,uni*er,  ihej  {^nciion, . cxf  -ihaC/ 
committee  for  pruhijjitifiijifbc.giii^t  ofpk»ce« 
in  reversion.  A  plan  <ior  the.  ifeforoiattott 
and  bettering  the  cou^iliovi  of.  ^h«^  Jabtniwng 
class  ot  society  waji  ^uu^Ier  t;<v,isi4efation. 
Measures  for  the  improvemei^t  of  iJivi.court» 
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««  vari^  stage*,  at  great  expenceto  the  parties 

«« in  them  drop,  and  the  improvement  of  tbe 

**coantiyi'5  ilmpeded.     At'tfie  same  moment 

«'  the  Scotch  jfinges  were  in  attendance  in  the 

*'  Hotise  of  Lords,  with  their  answers  to  c«^ 

'« tain  r^ut^stions  relative  to  the  administration 

•' of  jii*tic3  in   S^JfJtland,  for  which  purpose 

*'  they  had  beeti  expressly  called  to  London, 

•*  to  the  interruption  of  tiie  ordinary  duties  of 

^^  their  important  offices.    The  usual  act  q^ 

•'  appi-opriation  of  the  /unds  voted  by  Parlia- 

•«  roent  has  not  been  passed.— -Uider  these 

**  circunistances  the  King  has  been  advised  to  . 

'•dissolve  the  Pi4rl lament,  and  in  th6  speech 

♦'delivered  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  his  Ma- 

«'jesty*s  name,  the  assertion  is  made,  that  no 

**-  material  interruption  in  the  public  business 

*«  will  tafee  place.     In  that  speech  satisfaction 

**  is  expressed  at  the  adoption  of  those  finan- 

•'  cial  naeasures,    which  exempt  the  people 

••  from  the  burthen  of  additional  taxes,  but 

**  which  the  King's  present  ministers  would 

'*  have  ^rsnaded  the  House  of  Commons  to 

*•  reject,  and  the  completion  of  which  is  pre- 

«*  vented  by  their  conduct.     It  is  professed  to 

•*  inculcate  a  spirit  of  union,  harmony,  and 

•*  good  wiH  amongst  all  classed  and  descrip- 

*«  tions  of  tbe  pe<)pie,  when  at  the  aaihe  time 

•*  tbe  dnly  appearances  of  discord  have  been 

•«  excittrf,'  by  the  attempt  of  bne  of  bis  Ma- 

*' jeaty's'irtimsters  to  sow  the  seeds  of  religious 

•*aniri»sity  in  the  Beighbouring  county  of 

*<  Noi'thamptcm,  lipon  a  ground  which  hjs  col- 

**  leagued  ha>re  not  avowed,   and  against  his 

•'  principles;  rn  that  particular,  ro«ny  of  them 

«•'  havd  been  heretofore  solemnly  pledged.  In  a 

*'  situation  soaJarmiJtig,  and  whence  councils  of 

•'  the  King  are  guided  by  such  persons,  I  have 

"  thougtit  H  neci^ssary  to  make  this  expositiop 

*'  to  you,  nfTpeatliest,  best,  and  constant  friends  5 

•*  I  have   tfttrted  With  freedom  the  acti  of 

•*govetnm^riC  and  the  speech  delivered  by  the 

•*  Lord  Chancellor  in  the  king's  name,  l)e- 

**  cause  I  iabhor  and  deny  the  position  lately 

*' urged  in- parliament,  and  to  which  (as  it 

•*  appears  to  ine)  countenance  is  given  In  the 

*'  terms  of  that  speech,    that  the  king  can 

*' ever  afet' wf^biit  an  adviser;  ff  that  position 

**  be  a<fftiitted,'  the  people  may  be  wifhout 

**Tedre8s;  6f  the  sovereign  without  security— 

^  by  the  ccnstitutioii  both  are  im^wssible. — ^' 

•^  Of  «y  own  conduct  during  the  important 

•«  interval  whicfc  has  dapsed  since  I  last  ad- 

'«  dressed'  you,  1  say  nothirig,  because  it  has 

^  been  so  ptibH^liiat  it'  cannot  have  escaped 

"  your  ^otice;^"'!  court  ydar  eoquiry,  and  if 

"  you  rfrfe  iJrtti^^'in  the  result  of  it,  I  hope 

*'  for  y^Al^•vole8  dt  the  i)i-esent  eldctjdnl     If 

**  vou  d^  we  thelionour  again  to  rfetdm  me, 

"\  shall  indfeed  be  proud  of  ft,  and  1  will 

"  again  end<i2ivottr  to  do  my  dut^'.— 1  hive  the 


''  Konor  to^^  gentteown^j  w}tK  ev^ry  8«iti- 
^'.  roent  of  attachpaent,ffD4:C€^opt,  ,.jppr 
f  grateful  and  obodie^  jfervant>  Samuel 
^' WHiT»*KAEu**^*-^ie|L  Jlv«  "iay.  l|fir<^ 
been  ps  foul  jpJay  as^jjtr.  1/irhit)^i«^  a^ 
th^c  qaay  have.bei^  n|a»»siY?»Pg'3B«jaeJ[yr  ' 
Ing  enouj^h^,    All .  ^pc^y  have    I^b  a»  ,^e  • 
would  wish  us  to  perceives  itj  bot|  ^dti^. 
him  to  show,  that  be  and  his  party  have  befitt 
so  foully  dealt  hj^as  itromd  hi$  partj^  have 
dealt  by^vouanaji^r.fiaullysnid,  ^J  had 
been  at  his  elbow,  when:  he  wa0;.6eUia|^ 

J  own  tlie  deeds  of  .the  short  parliament,  I 
bduld  ccrtajni^  have  requested  him  not  to 
omit  the  unanimous  yoti  jfbr  repi[nnandktg 
Mr.Paullf  whose  only  crime  wa«,  that  of 
denying  a  charge  falsely,  and  to  his  ftqe^  al-  ^ 
ledged  against  aim.    1  r^joioe  diat  that  p^r-. 
liamenl  is  dissolved,.    That  act   alone;  de* 
served  a  death  s6mew2\at  more  than  pohtieal. 
One  of  the  ipeml>ers  of  it  rises  and  ch^rg^s^ 
person,  who  stpod  as  a  petitioner  it  the  bar,, 
with  having  repeatedly  gone  out  ^posdma* 
nica|e  wif h  ^ud  prompt  the  witn^ses  i  tho 
petitioner,  w^io.  had^  n^vcr  sjtirred  frD|n.«tl;ie 
bar,  feeling  as  any  man  pf  trutfi  and  of  spii^t 
niust  feel,  speaks  in  ^is  own  (^<^ce  and  (jor 
nies  the  charge.    Upon  this.  Lord  Hon^ck^  ^■ 
the  minisrer,  moves  that  he  bepvui^Uhf^hf.^  f 
reprimand,  and  some  of  the  members  ^i«eii ,/ 
propose  that  he  shall  be  fent  to  prison*  Qod 
member,  however,  Mr.  Whitbread  hlpudft', 
asserts  that  the  petitioner,  on  whom  he  .n99 
had  his   eye  constantly  fixed,    has^  Mi'^*  %- 
moved  from  the  bar,  tbereia  flatly  ^ooM^  - 
dieting  the  assertion  pf  the  aocosiiigaienihpsV 
Sir  Watkia  Wynne.    "  "that  is  ao  inatt^iv"  - 
says  Lord  Howick,  **  1  still  sarrqvimioci:  * 
**  him,  reprimand  him,**. alter  w  nuop^ 
of  the  Jews,  when  they  importiinedPeiitii^.   > 
Pilate )  and  reprimanded  he  vaa.    Sxicb  if  1 
proceeding  woul4  have  becont  aii>  aMCsaW^ 
of  Bashaws*     I  rejolcie  that  it  iiq,  loomr 
exists.    I  rejoiGB  that  I  have  an  oppoijt^i|y 
of  speaking  my  mind  of  it.    **  mt,  itt  «ii> 

cessor *!     J^o   ii^ttei[»,i  I. 

care  not  for  that.    It  is  a  satt^action  t^s  xxm 
to  see  my  oppressors  biunbledf  aip4t.  HI., 
every  human  breast,  this  i»i^fiadiQ§|iei^^9^ 
ly  natural  and  justifiable.— ^-—Th^re  js,  tof^ 
geintlemen,  another  consideratioQ^  ai^L  ^bat 
IS,  that  the  "WTugs  were  only  hegini^g.r^l^^   . 
Lord  Howick  was  merely  making;  n  ^oaxl^ 
mencemeht  in  his  career  of  authofi^  | ,  a^  - 
with  a  parliament  ready  to  sunpoft  hi^.li^ 
or,  rather,  re^  to  l«Bt  him   do  .w|^tfij^ir 
pleased,  in  a  case  like  that  above. finned  |p^ 
would  he  pot  h^ve.  been,  if'  pfi^bl^itea    - 
thousand  times  mpfe,^  md^r^^  ^^hsi^.^l^. 
whose  character  ^nd  condi^ct,  h^  ^,  ^^^^  r 
6u^ogized^  and  whose  exampb  be  so  strictly" 
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followtfid  ?  One  of  die  first  acts  of  the  Whigs 
wastdpti^ehtf  tlir6  tmt^  E^rd MetvUle  to 
be*  p«)lisb«f%  triif'%e^^?sp^I^V*or  in  Any 
«hd^l^xeept'itt''<^  fnobopdjitedbbok/^b/ 
-which*  rtfeatis' life  jjibttctizvfs  never  bes^ 
made'  -ae^Mntfed  WHh-  ^e-  eiMknte  given. 
And  ta^tir  they  <;6in^iiti,'tfi^  I;ord  KielviltB 
has  Au(f^labted  them.  •  H^W  jcistty  are  they 
pntiftsbed!  Thift  aet '#as  also  ist-  beginning 
wi^  ^the  press,  Wkkt  they  iirould  Have 
doMe,  if  they  had  scfbdued  the  kln^/we  tnky 
easily  guess  5  atid>  hi  khort^  vhen  we  con- 
aider  whatifaey  did,  and  what  they  left  un- 
done,  k  fs  impossible  liot  to  rejoice,  that 
both  they  and  their  parliament  are  politically 
dead;— — Mr.  Whitbread,  Geritfemen,  talks 
ab<mt  ^^the  constUutlony*  and.  It  would  be 
•trailge^rndeed  if  he  did  not ;  fot  when  have 
yoaheatd  a  stickler  for  party  who  had  not 
the  word  everlastingly  in  his  mouth  }'  Bat, 
thoiigh  Mr.  Whitbread  can  complain  of  the 
SpCieeh  as  unconstitutional ;  though  he  can 
aee  'S^iimMhTng  very  dangerous  to  the  consti- 
tutidil  In  the  king's  changing  his  ministers 
widtout  a  responsible  adviser  j  though  he 
can  see 'this,  which  I  cannot  see,  he  thought 
it,  I  aopp<^,  ^rfectly 'constitutional  to  set 
on  fbotfhat  famous  Subscription,  M(rhich  was 
ndaed  (br^ the  purposes  of  depriving  you  of 
the  uae  <if  fo&r  elective  franchise  5  and  when 
M^.^hitbread  agsmr  comj^ins  of  the  %- 
po^*fi^  of  his  C)pponents,reniind  hini,  I  pjr^y 
youV^aiFTiis  Sj^ech  at  the  last  ofMr.  Sheri- 
dad^  eli^tton  dinner*,  where  he  coogratu- 
latdflAte  company  on  their  triumph,  which, 
he  flfifd,  was  so  much  the  more  agreeable  to 
hina^atft'had'been  achieved  tvilhout  any 
nndii^tf^ftikin^;  when,  ,at  the  same  time,  he 
had^fi^ff^llt^^^t  author  of  that  Subscrip- 
tiod?%%f^^iis  been  brought  to  light  by  (he 
eoi«ltol|B;'«tta*fOwtiicb' subscription  alb'ne, 
aa(]P  tfie^tiefatfdtis4)Aeahs  that  if  etiabled  our 
enetkitm&'riMi'to,  the  ttiimph  of  Mr. 
SlwMifti  >IWI  Ito  be  ascribed.  Mr.  Whit"- 
breJtf^^l^tfteW-  that,  if  your  fVee  voices  had 
beeiPtte^rdf  ^Mr.Pauir^ould  have  been^  the 
mefcbe??''-^is^Ke  knew.  This  he  cannot 
dei^  iWd;lie;€ahiiot'd^njr,  that  he  had  the 
t»ntfHpai 'hand  in'  sfd!infe  "that  vo'ice.  Let 
him  liadw'Kteelf  complam  of  foul  ptay,  till 
hia  iQf^8'iiFe>ihatisred.  'Let  him 'now  cry  . 
ciit%^(ht  UBCohstitVltiotial  dealing,  till  he  * 
be  \tSStyIi"What  c6re'  you  or  I  Ibr  his  com- 
plairi»^  B^^,*ai§dirtl  thfe  peoj[fle,  who  are  not 
tubsfe^Vieiitlbcfliis-Views;  he  \^ould  deprive  of 
'cvety'^wi^fefthe'eoBstrlution.  £xcept  as 
the  wlif  bflihrtself  and  his  party,  he  would 
noty '  ff^  cicmia^h^e  his  will,  sufftr  us  to  . 
exM^lh^'MM  dompfairi  to  those  whp  re- 
%eir5BflTiW*^8hicrfpti6rf  n?ohey.  Uet  ihose 
dtgftafer  V^tetehefe  condtSe  ivith  him.    frotn 


Us  he  merits,  on  this  occasion,  nothing  but 
contempt. — -^Another  reason,  too,  for  my 
rejoicirig  at" the  death  of  the  lateparliameot^ 
is,  that  it  affprds  those  electors  who  have  yet 
kny  part  of  their  franchise  remaiotng,  and 
especially  yoi,,  an  opportunity  of  choosing 
men  in  whoni  you  ought  to  confide,  and  that 
one  of  those  men  ought  to  be  Mr.  PauU  the    • 
whole  iiation  is  convmced.     Much  had  he 
done  When  you  before  gave  him  your  votes  j 
but,  what  he  has  since  done  entitles  hixn  lo 
your  gratitude  in  a  degree  not  to  be  expreaa- 
ed.     You  would  have  had,  on  the  last  occa- 
sion, no' election,  had'it  not  been  for  him; 
and,  bad  it  riot  been  for  his  exertions,  for 
hts    unparalleled    exertions   and     sacrifioof 
since,  you  never  would  have  had  another* 
His  fin 
to  the  ] 
fromb 
purefe 
tempte 
That  y 
voice  a 
and,  th 
present 
deprav 
to  any 
larly  tc 
terial  p 
nolhiu] 
.Comra 
ductioi 
pursuit 

desist,  until  he  has  brpngbt  them  to  pu^i«h« 
ment.    This  is  the  man  you  want,  and  (his  ■ 
man  you  have  in  Mr.  PauU.    Of  the  sever^ 
millions  of  men,  of  whom  this  nation  con- 
sists, there  is,  perhaps,  scarcely  'one  others, 
.who,  under  all  the  embarrassments  and  dan- 
gers that  he  has  had  to  eicoiJnter,  wouki^hav^. , 
done  what  Mr.  Paull  has  done  for  the  maifi- 
taining  of  his  rights',   aijd  yoi^r  pigbts.  stijl 
more  than  his  oWn.     It  is  not  so  rate  to  fi^ . 
persons  of  talent  as  of  firmness,-  indict ry, , 
and  perseverance  ,•  and  all  thes^  great  public 
virtues  are  possessed  by  Mr- Paull  in  the 
highest  degree.    Two  such  men  might  dp  a 
great  deal,  even  *m  the  House  of  Conunoi^ ; 
but,  one  man,  if  you  cannot  obtain  two,  ipajr 
do  much,  particularly  in  the  way  of  bringing 
to  light  useful  f^cts^  such  facta  a&  n^ust,  ii|,  . 
time,  produce  their  due  effect.    Bt^,  I  freely 
confess  to  you,  that,  if,  upon  this  gr^^at  occaK 
sion,  you  fail  in  the  pei^i^ftiapce.  pryour 
duty,  all  your  complaints,  liketlioseof  Mtv 
Whitbread,  will  be  a  subject  of  ;ridicuJe  ra?-   . 
ther  than  of  compassion.,  You  shoijld  re- 
member, that  llie  question  with  y/^Mi,  Ud^-  ijj^ 
not  ^'hether  you  shall  have  a  real  ijepresenji'i-  . 
^tiwlb  the. next  pailiiUutnli  but,  \;^hetiier 
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you  shall  ever  have  anoilier  real  r^prescnta» 
tive  as  long  as  th^  present  mode  of  choctinj; 
niembers  of  parliament  sluiU  exist.  Jt  is  a 
contest  for  your  franchises ;  and,  if  you  nc- 
gjcct  to  exert  jFowselves,  of  those  Iraochises 
you  ouglit  to  be  deprived.  ^I'hese  ai*e  not 
times  for  flattery.  In  the  series  of  letters, 
which  I  have  doiie  myself  the  hoiK)ur  to  ad- 
dress to  you,  I  have,  first  or  last,  though  in  a 
manner  somewhat  irregular,  laid  before  you 
jtliC  whole  of  the  stiite  of  the  country,  in  a 
way  not  easily  niisiuKler stood.  You  must 
see  what  is  the  cau"ie  of  al.l  our  calamities ; 
you  musit  j^rceive,  thut  it  is  m  your  power  to 
aid  in  removing  that  cause;  aiKl,  if  you  fail 
fo  atford  that-  aid,  you  may  still  complain, 
but  you  will  find  no  ono  to  pity.  In  the 
anxious  hope,  that  you  will  not  be  found 
wauting  upon  this  great  and  trying  occasion, 
I  rt^main,  with  those  sentiments  of  respect 
and  admiration,  which  your  conduct  at  the 
l^si  electiou  were  so  well  calculated  to  in- 
spire, 

,Youir  faithful  frjend, 
And  obedient  servant , 
Wm.Cobbbtt. 
Jhtley,  ^Oik  April,  ISO?. 

DOMESTIC  OFFICIAL  PAPER. 
City  Addae-ss  #h  thr  Cmangib  of  ^f[• 

NJSTER8. April  22.  This  day  the  de- 
putation cf  the  corporation  of  London,  con- 
listing  of  the  lord  mayor,  twelve  aldermen, 
ti>e  recorder,  sheriffs,  and  twelve  common- 
ers«  presented  the  following  Address  to  his 
^Majesty  at  the  Queen's  House, 

•*  To  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesly. 
The  humble  and  dutiful  addre<is  of  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen  and  commons  qf  the  city 
of  London,  in  common  council  assemble^.- 
.  **  Most  gracious.  Sovereign, — r- We  your 
^!aje«ty'8  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects, 
the  lord  mayor,  aldertnen  and  coromoiis  of 
the  city  of  Loudon,  in  common  council  as- 
sembled, approach  tb^i  Throne  with  our 
warmest  and  most  unfeigned  gratituds  for 
tiie  dignified  and  decided  support  and  protecr 
tiou  recently  given  by  your  Majesty  to  the 
Protestant  refom^ed  religion,  as  by  law  esta- 
bli^ied,  and  for  the  firoi  and  con^ititutional 
exercife«  of  yotir  royal  prerogative  to  preserve 

the  independence  of  the  crown. Deeply 

sensible  as  your  Majesty's  faithful  citizens  of 
Loudon  at  all  times  are,  of  the  great  and 
jub>»tential  blessings  we  enjoy  gnder  youi^ 
Majesty's  paternal  government,  we  sliould 
justly  incur  the  imputation  of  criminal  in- 
dlU'eieace  as  the  first  municipal  body  in  your 


Majesty's  dooQiDiooi,  were  we  lightly  tm 
consider  the  scrupulous  regard  and  fervent 
zeal  which  have  invariably  guided  ycmr  Ma« 
jesty  for  the  preservaion- of  our  religioa, 
laws  Mud  libertiM,  more  ptrticularly  ^t^» 
interesting  ccRJuncturef  or  silently  to  with- 
hold  our  loyal  acknowledgments,  due  to  the 
best  of  Kings,  for  hi  a  wise  and  steady  reso* 
lution  to  secure  inviolate  our  glorious  con- 
stitution io  church  and  state. — We  cmitera^ 
plate.  Sire,  witi  the  warmest  affection  and 
mo*t  profound  veneratioo,  the  exercise  of 
those  oiiexlmguishabie  •  principles  iu  tb« 
Royal  breasft,  wKi^h  protect  in  tve\y  sttua« 
rlon,  the  religiotK  interesti  6fyonr  people, 
and  pro«'ide  H>ir  t(^  happitiesB  ami  freedom 
of  posterity,  by  gnardii^  the  Protesjaut  suc- 
cession in  your  Majesty's  Royal  Ifouse  oi» 
the  Throne  of  the  United  Kiftgfk)'"-— Your 
Majesty's  feithful  citizens  of  London  feel  It 
no  less^  their  pride  and  exultatjon,  than  ihfir 
bounden.and  indi^pensible  dutyj,  tp  ejiprfss 
the  sentiments  of  satisfaction  wbicii.ani-' 
mates  their  hearts,  at  the  wise  and.  dignified 
r^asurf's  pursued  by  your  Majesty,  securing 
-the  flofious  independence  oi  the  crown  as 
one  of  the  three  estates  of  otK  well  tempered 
and  invaluable  constitution. — ^TJuityour  Ma- 
jesty may  be  long  spared  tQ  us  by  ap  overr 
ruling  Providence,  aud  that  the  '^|>€iO|>le  of 
thi&  land  may  be  long  sensible  of  the  hies* 
sings  of  your  Majesty's  most  auspicious  go- 
vernment in  the  protection  of  every  thing 
dear  to  them,  is  the  ardent  prayer  of  your 
Majesty's  loyal  citizens  of  Londw. — r»^ 
Signed  by  order  of  court.— Hknkt  Wood- 

THOBPE."  . 

To  w^icli  address  his  Maj^ty  ^Rras  pleased 
tQ.jreturn  the  followiog  most  graciiMis  an- 
swer I 

"  I  receive  with  the  greatest  satisladipa 
the  assurances  you  give  me  of  yo|ir  opocur- 
rence  in  those  principles  which  have^^jsi^ni- 
ed  my  conduct  oq  the  late  iipjportsDt  occa^ 
sion.  It  has  ever  been  my  object  t9  aeture 
to  ail  descriptions  Qf  my  subjects  the  beoe- 
tits  of  religious  toleration  j  and  it  afifords  me 
particular  gratification  to  reflect,  that  ^urii^ 
my  retgn  these  advaptages  have  been  mora 
generally  and  extensively  enjoyed  tbtti  at 
any  former  period..  But,  at  tlie  same  time, 
I  never  can  forget  what  is  dtie  to  the  secu- 
rity of  the  ecclesiastical  establi^m^nt  of  my 
dominions^  connoted  as  it  is  witt|  our  civU 
constitution,  and  with  all  those  blessiog^ 
which,  by  the  favour  of  Providence,  hav^ 
hitherto,  so  eminently  distingQiabfi4  ^^^ 
amongst  the  nations  of  the  world." 
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"''  A'ttokotGH.-^A  tJwtkmA  6ifortitne'finA  rcspcctabili^  will  hear  of  one,  by  immediately  applying  to 
';♦'  Mr/PHnorf,  BookteiWr,  CM  Noftfi-itfwt,  Red  Uon-s<n3iLre.**i— Mo<i!fiKb  Post,  1st.  May,  1807. 

*  SfiAT  i!f  a'Certain  AssEMBLT. — Anv  Gentleman  hivIng  the  l>Ts)5o5a/ of  at^lbseOne,  may  apply  to 
**'' Mr;'FmBds,  Stotkmcr  Cros^j^ect,  Hitbii-f;^rden.**--^-.M6RHiNO  Po4T,  2d  Ma^ 

*"*  Patu^kaOe. — Wanted,  6y  a'6entleman  of /tf^i  Aon«ur  anrf  cAaracf^,  a  respectable  tWTridl  Siluationj 
«  in  BiiglaAd  (dttier  t Sinecure,  oriDne  which  does  not  require  con«tiint  ^kttcndanie),  for  Which  nn  ddetfuafe 
*'  icmMpevmthntviUbe  gi9fmt'9Ccot^6mg  to  fheamiual  produce.  The  iiiMt  sattsbccoty  RfiBfeAOttwUl  be  given 
4<  and  reqtiirfd^  pr«vio«s.to  any  ^trqaty  bdng  entered  into.  Apply  by  letter  (post  p«id)  to  A^B.  ^  Mi.  O. 
"  Jjun»er*Jt,  kwjtationcr,  CbnQCcry-lane^"— Mo«ni»o  Chroniclb,  30th  April,  I807, 

**  W»«tfd  totfurcAofr^iAfi  mxt  PreteHt4^«n  ioa  Living  fcopr^ool.  t»  500k  ^cr  «niium,«i«uli  the  protpecc 
«'  ofaa  eari^y  vacancy,    Ad^n^js,  posB-paid,  to  A.  B.  Strawbrid^  ind  Tyler's,  J^,  W^rrtijrwcct,  fiUi^y* 
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j^uarc.**-; — :^IoaNi|fQ  Chronicle,  30th  April,  I807, 
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FREEANT)  INpEPENDKNT  ELECTOHS 

-  ,'  '        .OP   TUB 

Citt  A5^D  LrtB»TI««  OF -WlRSrMtNITER. 

'..„   ,  ,.    ifrrJERxy.   ;'  ^ 

•     •  J  hate  long  been  afraid  of 

Veatying  jbh  with  my  tmasked-for  observa- 
Hons  and  advfce  5  bur,  thongh  I  do  not  see, 
that,  Qiiddt  the  present  Circumstahces,  any 
thing  that  I  can  say  is'arall  likely  to  prodace 
any  immediate  effectupon  your  conduct,  or, 
^t  least,  atiy  effect  that  can  be  of  conspr- 
cuous  \itil!t^  to  the  ptiblid  erase,  I  catinot 
refrain  fVom  addresstncf  to  you  this  one  fet- 
tkt,  first  upon  a  topic  ot  two  of  a  more 
general  nature,  connected  with  the  elections 
t'ov/  going  fcr^ard,'  and  next  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  your  6  wn  election. 

One  of  those  topics  is  the  recent  expostire 
Wiffl  T^rd'Yo'a  gteai  defalcation  m'the  | 
AJ-hiy'ray-Offide,  to^lreVentthtpabHeatlon 
oTrti^  J-eport  ielart^Tg  to-  tl'hkb  the  partizans 
oTfBe/Iate  mmistry  represent  as  one  of  the 
fritibipyi  Caused  of  the  disS^jlution  of  parlia- 
fntnt.  ^Indeed,,  those  tnlrtistbrs  themselves 
to  rept-eseht  it ;  for  ^t*  find  the  repre^enta-  j 
<ibu  (flistihctl^  made  in  the  address  of  Loril 
HoWiclEf;  to  Ws  cots^itnents,  the  freeholders 
df 'Northlimberland.  ftfr.  Wbkbread  says 
tfce  Sahie  in  hij*  addn^ss,  and-  so  doe«  Wr. 
Ketb^rt.  Iri  my  last  iett«r  sbme  observa- 
iious  wer'e  ^ade  ttpoh  this  subject  j  bur, 
iii'np e  the  publication  of  that  letter,  an  dabo- 
rife  defence  of  Mr.  Rose^  «s  haViV^g*  been 
ivMe  ^cqrinitned  WUh  the  defalcation,  has 
app«r^|n*tfie  Cotirier^et)^s-pape?,  WliScfc  ; 
d.^tence  is/  appbl^ritlj^,"  *»«r4Ttteft  4^itbttr  'by 
Mr  Rpjig  himself^  or  by  some  person  nearly 
CTjPPrMBtan&'Wfnattei  hi  Tfe^i.^  * 
^ffd' dfr*v»ch; -aftet  ifewtint  U/  aii  l  now 


^ r— n^ rr^t    29 

rnn  aboot  ta  do,  I  9faaH'hdve;to  beseech 
yourtittentton  to  affev  Aorl'  remaj^ks.-*— . 
•*  Th»  ftcts  stflfted  to  th*  Omhn^ttee  of  Fi- 
'*  hantoe^by 'Mr^'ROiftv  ^f^'0^,"theU'  cnUhe 
'^  \Oih  of  February^    180(5,    (some.  dSvs 
*'  after'  he  'fcad  -»ct«ially  retired  from  the 
**  P^y-Office),  \\sthe  of  the  senior  clerks 
'•*  called  epmi'liim  at  his  house,  respecting 
"  some  matters  thdf  had  ipassedWi^th^eo^Je 
"  in  hfs  time,'  and  to  thank  him  for  marks 
^'  ofatten6oil,'*c^J5'  ahd  that  on^thcU-^oing 
*'  ant  «f  the  roonii  oneof  th«hi>(not*the 
*'  acco^intant,  whose  dttty  'it  ^was*  to  hiv^ 
"  made  the  disdosuntf)  turned  about,  dnd 
"  slsrfd  thatfleircumttanceof  an  eattraofdt- 
*■  nary  nature  hali  ocnirred'  in  the  time  of 
^'^  his  predecessor*  5  tbftt  MR;  STRELE  had 
**  in  17QQ,    and   ISGO,  appHed  two  sums 
**  nmmntiftg  to  tQiOOJ/.  or  tketealouh,  'oul 
'*  of  ike  cash  in  the  hands  of  the  Ptr&^Mns- 
^*  t^'Genertil,  on  giving  his  oum  receipt  for 
"  the 'Same ^  wvthoat  an^  mtkonty  fromUhe 
*'  Treasury' or  the   ^^ar-Q^cv;  at  whicfi 
**  statement  Mr.  Ro^e  etpresaed  grest  sur- 
'*  prise,  attd>  Co  the  actJtmntant;  some  re - 
*f  sentmfcnl 'at  the  commudicktidrr  havtn* 
"  been  tielityed  till  he  wad*  mit  of  «<f!TCi^ 
*'  when  hecQiHd  appfy  n^  poktUe 'r&mMy ; 
'^•obscirving,  that  tbb  transaction Vas  upon 
**  the  face  c^  it,  at-  least;  a  mo^  irregMar 
*'  one  5  but  that  from  ht»  long*know»«Sre 
'*■  of  Mr.  Steele,  hd  \vt^  p<tsuac*ed  that  he 
"  would  bo  able  to  explain  it,  soastnac-    • 
''  quit  himself  of  Iwvingdone  jfpy'  thhig 
'*  more  than  taking  c!po«i  himsoJf»ti  iHf^i'S 
'*  responsiMiihj ;    th'it    he    probably'  had 
"  vouchew  in   his  po«««t^j  fet  tffat^iA 
*'  any  cvtmt  it*  hid  beett  iris  (iher  actfoont^- 
"  ani's)'  duty  to  temlfid  Mr.i8tet*te  of  fho 
'»  transai^tion  fw  his^iq(iutting  office  'vtti\'9t4i 
"  in  order  that,  if  It  had  not  been  satisfac- 

**  stated  it  ta  Mr.'  Rose  |r^  iiixctrilwigte^  oi 
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^'  ihewr  aj^pb^ilieiiK    to  whidi  tfee    ac- 
•*  coooWnt  mwwwred,  he  had  ailkd  tw«  or 
*♦  tteee  Afrte*^^'  Mr  ^^etkr^^bw]-  ^^\o\\\ 
c^liMJkgr'hthi:  v^hieft  «6n4uct  {f]>^ar^  to 
•<  -i«ndi«Mti6  eOMHiet  <^  tb«  i^seetrntant^less 
'''^jtAwabte,  l>ecflti^  if  fte  thought  it  fte- 
**^*'Oe*ary  ^lo*  gee  Mr.  fitfeele  on  th^.$uhjectr 
■<  lie  e^riAinly  fthd4i)<i  hare  apprisbed  him  o^ 
^  XAs  Wish  4o*<to  BO  lO'CttSufe  hk  ifteeimg 
*'  wk!i  hiitK'    rtf.  Kosft"^  tbereftjre  desired 
*'  biirf  (^  write  to  Mr.  Swek  (d  render  his- 
''seeing  hiiii  eertaniy  and  to  let  Mf.  Hose 
^  knotV  c*i  hi«  retotif  from  Bockdeny  ^he- 
'*  ther  afny  inCerposition  of  his  withr  Mr. 
•'"Steele  %<)aW  benceestai^. — »— lordTem^ 
^  pie  ha»iitated  ihit  Mr  Rose  dechned  eVen 
■^  tOK  gwe  fldi^ce  10  the  accountant  ort  the 
«^  siibjecK    On  the  nth  of  February  Mr. 
**;Ros6  vwfi*  toBnckden,  and  returned  "the 
^*   tf »h  5  Oft  fhte  30tW  the  iitcoumaot  eaHed 
**  KAi  hitn  ftnd  tolc^  hnn  he  bnd  seen  Mr. 
*^  ^teel^,  ^ha  «AI#  gcHeraHy  thai  the  turn* 
**  before  ihentiouod'  were  received  b}'  him 
^  f6r  ailfciy -servi^feR  of  a  sectet  natofe.   Thie 
***  accmniiaut'si  stiueroeB*  of  his  interview 
''^  Nviib  Mr.  Steele  WW  so  IRtte  satisfectory 
♦*  to  Mr.  fiosf,  that  Hie  latter  weht  to  Mr. 
*'  Steele  oo  the  nftoruit>g  of  the'  2^lst,  from 
"  wlK>fii  he  could  obtain  vro  clerfr  explana- 
'^  .C%(m  of  the  busioess  :  Mr.  Steele  said  Mr. 
•*  Robe  wiust  excuse  his  entering  into  parti- 
**  culars  at  present,  0s  he  did  not  feel  him- 
"  self  at  liberty  lo  do  so}  ihat  ifu  advances 
**  foere  -made  id  a  person  or  persons  for  ser* 
'^  vices  tjf  a  setrei  nature  §  that  the  whole 
"  would  be  repaid,'  but  tliat  he  could  not 
<*  fft  the  niotnetrt  fix  the  precise  time/  ao^ 
^*  knowledghig  that  he  Ik^d  no  warrant  or 
*'  Other  authority  whatever  for  tke  issue, 
^*  Mr.  Rese  then  observed  to  him,    that 
(*  under  such  ch-cunwtjinces  he  (Mr.  Steele) 
♦^  should  see  Lord  Grenville  or  the  present 
•*  Paymaster  -  General,     athl    explain    so 
**  much  of  the  trausaetion  as  shculd  saftisfy 
*♦  thera>  the  whole  of  it  certainly  if  they 
^  ^Kocld  think  it  necessary  j  adding  that  it 
*  wii6  beyond  all  cow»pffrtson  better  he  shotild 
^  do  that  in  the  first  instance,  as  from  him* 
^  self,   than    wait  to  give  an  explanation 
*^  wiienhe  should  becaUed  upon  to  do  sot 
i*  stating  too,  that  as  the  matter  had  been 
"  spolsen  of  publicly  in  the  office,  it  would 
*f  soon  become  a  topic  ij»  a  wide  circle. 'f--**^ 
*=^  that  thi«  appeared  to  be  the  more  impor* 
**  t*pf,    as  tlie  precedent   would  shc^  to 
**^fiitute  paymasters  general  tlie  possibiftty 
'^  of  their  taising  money  ph*iced  in  the  Rank 
'^  oil  the  aciiflnint  of  the  public  ibr  their  o\^^ 
*^  pmateacconimojaiion  atauy  timCi  when^ 
'.*  th<y  should  tiild  themselves  under  a  })res$'' 
**iii2' urgency  to-  4p  60/  whkh^as^plainl^ 


*'  ag/dnst  the  spirit  of  the  Pay  Ofice  jlct. 
"  — ^-^Ihslead,  tiicwrfbre,  tif  tne  itjdif- 
**'  ferehce  ?mpnt^  to  Mr.  Ro^  on  the  siib-^ 
"  5«ct,^'tlie  i*'hOle  i»f  tlrr^  conim^micaHoa 
^  n^rtr  the  Aecwmtant  ind-  Itfr.  Steele^ 
**  shews  !vi<»  anxiety  abont  it.  Btrt  hecdufd 
"  fiotrevomile  to  h/imse^  10- ieeotne  AW  IN- 
•^  FOIIMER,  out  ofnffhe,  agiinst  a,  nian 
**  universally  ^ehved,  wvth  whorii  he  had  if<? 
"  priifate  intertottse  it kateUer  froth  poli^^t 
^  dijferenee^,'^^'^^  Not  content  witB  thi% 
'*  verbal  eomnniii^eatien  with  Mjj.  St^le»- 
**  Mr.  Rose  in  tlie  afternoon  ef  tile'  t^9 
•^  day,  wrote  to  Mr.  Stede,-  repeating  \tfhat: 
**•  htj  had  m^  to<hitti  in  t*«inom^  -,  An^ 
•*  adtfed,  fFtat'  kotteirer  ke  might  h  jm'ttfie^ 
•*  ht  ittUng  Jhich  responsihiHty  upon  Ww- 
**  setf  by  the  exigency  of  the  «twe,  It  Wa^ 
"  not  Nimble  that  a  paymasteb-generaj- 
*'  shonld  have  the  power  of  applying  ftKV; 
*'  neyih  his  hands,  at  his-  owti  will;,  ^h- 
*'  out  ar»y  awthotity  whatevcir, .  &rc.  Scc^ 
"  5rc. }  afid  then  went  on  to  say  th^t  bi* 
**  (Mf.  Steele's)  making  the  com i^nrica* 
*'  tiotf  he  reeommeiided,'Wt>eMi  renaove  the 
*'  difficulty  he  (Mr.  Rose>  was  tinder^  of 
**  g'tvitig  the  accountifet  advice  out  of' office  ; 
"  which  he  (the  accountant)  ooghthot  tp 
*'  have  called  tFpom  him  (Mr.  Rose)  to  dp' 
''  then,  never  having  even  alluded  to.'iho^ 
"  matter  till  after  his  retirement  from  it, 
*'  — —To  which  letter,  on;  the  23d,  Mr. 
"  Steele  alto  wered,!  he  would  certainly  foUow 
**  the  advice  given,  and  take  a»  early  op- 
"  porfunhy  of  commudicatirw  Ki  Lord 
'*  GrenvtUe  the  circumstances  which  related 
*'  to  the  issue  of  the  two  sums  in  question  ) 
"  and  that  Mr.  Rose  miehl  therefore,  if  h0 
"  thought  proper,  apprise  the  accoonian( 

'*  of   that  intention. On    the    1 4th  of 

"  February^  Mr.  Rose  wrote  two  letten 
"  from  fiuckden,  to  the  accoui>tant,  on  th^ 
^*  subject.  And  after  his  return  to  Cown^ 
'*  he  wrote  to  ilie  accpdntaiit  on  the  5M4h, 
'*  to  acquaint  hinf^  With  the  assurance  h« 
*'  had  from  Mr.  Steele  of  his  intended 
'*  communication  with  Lord  Grenville,  kn4 
*'  concluded  with  telling  him,  that  os  n^ 
"  communication  whatever  was  macic  tQ 
'*  him  (Mr.  Hose)  while  be  was  in  of- 
*'  fice,  he  did  not  think  he  couH  the% 
*'  with  propriety  give  oriy  further  adM»ice 
"  on  the  subject  I  and  Mr.  Rose  Ac<!ri)l^  ^ 
"  the  time  no  further  mention,  o/it^rom^ 
«  any  quarter,  FELT  A  dp'MfWTfO.y, 
"  that  a  SATISFACTORY  ex^Ui^^HiiiiAM 
"  been  given  by  Mr,  Steele  to  L^r^i^en* 
*•  ville,  relative  to  ih^ 's^rpices  Jot  whul^ 
"  the  sums  were  rec^ivkd  Ijf  him  :  and  lb<^ 


"  iuariet  was  coiTjpletei^'dbAiii 
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received  a» official  letter  ironixLord  Tem- 
pledatedtUe  /th.st^^nghe  had  dkcorered 
the  two  liavms  having  >  buea  xnade^  with" 
out  auy  JMUhorttf ,  «|id  ibM,  a»  he  f^iQiid 
the  cirgun)$tanc<  was  cocnmuuic^ted  to 
him  sooiQ  dajsJb^iWe  M%,  Ro^e  resigned 
^th9<  j^yxpaster.ship.  Jesired  Ju  i^muld  r§* 
/tT  lum  to  the  dtKumenU  in  the  qffke^  m 
whidi  ht  mtght^findanyminuie  or  tn^smo* 
ratidum  of  it.  It, now  appears  by  4l)6 
Trefwury  qiiuutes,  that  Lord  T^uple  nwde 
thexiisd^sure  to  ^i  board  the  3  kht  of  Ja* 
nuarya.thisattejnpt  to  iiupiieate  Mr. 
Rose  must  therctorr  have^beeu  an  a&er- 
tboughL  To  which  Mr.  Rose  instantly 
an«Wer(^d#  th^t  ^he  circumstance  alluded 
to  was  not  eommu^icated  to  hiin  tiU  after 
he  h(idjg^iit^(i  tlie.  Pay  ^Office  ;  he  wuid 
therf*fore  maid  ng  mitmitr  uor.give^any 
4ireqilou  upon  it  *,  about  which,  asthere 
were  three  genlkanen  present  at  the  time 
when  the  conoimunicaiian  was  made,  any 
pc>s>Lbility  of  a  mt&take  was  precluded. — ' 
It  now  appears  that  &o  early  as  on  the  3 1st 
of  January  iast^.^od  the  4th  and  6th 
of  Fe^)mary,  Lord  Xcmple  acquainted 
Lord  Granville  with  the  .discovery 
Qiadc  to  him  of  tlie  Jissue  of  the  two 
sums,  and  that  in  oonseqjucace  thereof,  a 
inic)ute  of  the  treasury  board  wasmacieoii 
tbp  lOlh,  caiiing  lipon  Mr.  Steele  to  pay 
the  said  sum,  the  nrst  having  been  pre- 
viously paid;  and  that  otbernunutesMere 
made  on  the  2dih  of  February  and  19th  of 
March  on  the  same  business,  in  no  one 
of  which  does  there  appear  to  be  tlie 
bliglitest  imputation  of  any  thing  tending 
to  criminality  in  the  traHsaciiou,  no  cen^ 
sare,  no  rebuke;  nothing  but  directions 
about  the  repayment.  The  lords  of  ilie 
(reflsnry,  tber«?forc,  tacitly  sanctioned  what 
had  been  done  by  Mr.  Steele,  so  far,  at 
le^st,  as  not  blaming  h]»  conduct.  And 
yet  A  charge  is  attempted  to  be  sastained 
against  Mr.  t^ose«  for  not  informing  of  it 
when  out  of  office,  ^y  i^ndeavouring  to 
prove  lie  was  infitrmed  qf  it  when  in  the 
put' lie  $ervice,'  He  had  however  liositivcly 
retired  froip  his  employment  several  clays 
b«rfore  the  10th  of  Febniar}%  I8O6,  and 
went  K^n  the  1  Ith  to  &uckden  for  a  week. 
The  K.^lg*f^ appointment  of  his  successors 
fit  ^£  J})und  ott  inquiry  J  was  not  signed 
titltM  yJith,  but€f^that  lie  knew  nothing 
l^y  willdn^-^iie  hsi  fortnight ;  ai\d  the 
(tme  when  the^  o^hat  the  hai\k  was  transr 
foi;riui.  to  bi^  auccessor^  he  was  ignorant 
of  til)  lie  s^w  it  ill  |d>e  Moj-ni^g  Chronicle 
/a^t,ji^c:^j^^  ^  \i\yf^^  therein  stated  not,  to 
'%V^ti^^  f^^^*^.^  .till  the  'i4th  of  Febru- 
•I^^/aI^i^^  ^plhi^vf  hem  done  till  the 


**  1st  of  May,  for  any  tbi^g  M^*  Bpseknew ; 
"  he  WAD. not  a  jJtrty  ^,it, — rThe«e aro 
^^'  jhe-icircumstaaQis  of  fhe  cai<?a>  it  afTtctt 
M  Mrc^y^^.i  1^  heh^atthf^iiJDMifores^peB 
."  ih^attm»^th^ltWjoid4hiMn4detoin>pU«a(« 
V  him  'in  4he  tctDsactiw,  be  QMMh»«ilT 
**  ,h#r«  actpd  wvULa^recaulionrAnd-cti^ivn* 
^'  spection  00  a  disclosure  pf  .9  bvsioeM 
'.'.  which,,  as  slated  by  the  Apc^jui^fUiQit  ol%\i^  * 
?'  Pay,  Q^oe( when  r^rqfcd  by  Mr.  Rose) 
"  had  nothmg  cocininal  .iu4^  ;«M4  $tef4e'« 
"  statoDieiH  too  led  toa  li^ii^f,  t^l  he  had 
^'  taken  on  Aimse^  a  most  seveife.rfsponsibh* 
"  iitif,  but  io  t  90  suspicion  af,-  my  tUi^ 
"  hejfondlhat.  The  charge  «g^ijiv»^.go^'^n« 
"  nieut  for  dissolving  •parliamet^jbta  prevent 
**  the  iiiFcstigation  ot  thf  wbote  uoaiter  by 
"  thecomtnitteeof  firiance,  h^dly  deserves 
"  s^iouft  refutation.  Wiiat  partjicular  in* 
*'  ducement  had  the  pir«sen[(  ministers  to 
"  protuct  Mr.  St^le  h  rWii«A  ttie  occur- 
'*  rancci  took  .pIace«.LQrdr  Gr^avillQ>  Lord 
**  Spencer,  and  Mr.  Windh^im  werq  i(i  \hfi 
**  cabinet  i  few  o(  the  ^r^sent  ministert 
"  were^  M*.  St^le  adhered  to  Mr.  Ad- 
"  dingtoB  a£t«r  bi«  s^watioo  from  Mr.  Pitt; 
*'  and  theJatter^.whpn  be  returned  to  the 
"  administration,  Pemove^  Mr.  i^<delie  fi^om 
"  hisofcficQ..  liow  tbeij,  it  may  be  ^sked, 
"  *dr)es  any,  iking,  done  by  Mr^  Ste^^e  affect' 
**  the  present  Ministers  ?  The  entire  sepa- 
**.  ration  of  Mr.  Roiefromhim  would  have 
**  m.ide4t  a  very  painful  task  for  ^ix.  Rpse 
'*  to  have  become  AN  INFORMER  against 
*'  him  when  he  no  longer  had. 9  duty  imp«- 
'*  sedonhim  toputhim^Uinthatsituation/* 
— Now,  Gentlemen,  stripping  this  statement 
of  all  its  quibbling  andsh^ifiingi  tl)^  faints, 
as  acknowledged  by  this.deftjnder  of  Mr* 
Rose,  are  these:  1st,:  that;  Mr.  Jliose  v^v 
on  the  leth  of  Pebriwy,  1»Q6«  he  bti.iij 
still  paymaster-general,'  .made  otiidally  2c* 
quainted  with  an  embe^^de^ient  <>f  hispre^ 
decessor,  Mr.  Steele  (Pitt'*  favourite, 
**  Tmniny  Steele  J y  to  the  f^noucf^  of  i9»jixx> 
pounds  of  the  public,  inpn^' 4 ,  2^d,  that 
Mr.  Ro^  then,  and  all  the  while  since  a 
member,  of  the  H^u^e  of  Conunpns,  ^id 
not  make,any  report  c^'  t»uch  erpbe^^zlqmer^ 
to  the  succeeding  paymaster,  nor  any  nit-« 
nute  of  it  in  the  record*  of  ihe^tiicej  nor 
any  motion  resptrcii^ig  it  in  the  House,  of 
Commons  J  3rd,  that  the  embezzlement 
was  discovered  by  Lo/d  Temple,  one  of  i1j#  ' 
succeeding  paymasters-general^  in  JfUiOJiry 
last;  and,  4th,  that  the  facts ,  leaving  baea 
communicated^  by  Lord  Temple  to  a  com* 
mittee  of  the  late  (iouse  of  Commonf,  that 
committee  wa^  about  to  present  a,re)X)rt 
upon  the  subject, .  when  1  the  Crentlema'i 
usher  of  the  Black  Rodj  the  loooicut  the. 
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nwiding  of  prayers  was  over,  and  before 
the  Hmi^  could  posjwMy  proceed  to  basi^ 
ne««,  brought  a  summons  for  the  House 
to  proceed  to  the  House  of  Peera^  where 
they  hejird  a  speedi,  which,  at  once,  put 
an  erid  to  the  report,  the  commatee  and 
♦"^e  pttrtiameiit.— In  Mr.  Rose's  defence, 
Itif,  by  theabov^  writer,  alledged,  that  be  was 
oU-  (tj  office'  at  the  time  when  he  received 
informatron  upon  the  subject.  This  alle- 
gation >  however,  he  is  obliged  to  retract, 
for,  it  appears,  that  the  new  paymaster 
ncas  not  appointed,  that  is  to  sa}*,  did  not 
enter  upon  the  exercise  of  his  functions, 
until  the  24(h  of  Februaty,  wbereas  it  is 
«xpressl]^  acknowledged,  that  the  infor- 
tnation  was  given  to  Mr.  Rose  on  the  10th 
#f  that  nionlh.  **  Yes,''  says  this  defeoder, 
"*  but  Mr.  Rose  did  not  know  that.  He 
•*  loohed  ttport  fi'm^lf  as  being  out  of  of- 
*ficc  bn  the  10th,"and  as  a  proof  of  this,,  he 
ftttot  that  Mr.  Rose**  went  off  to  Buckden  on 

**  the  11th." Grehtkmen,  what  a  sorry 

ahtifRe  is  this?  Not  know  that  his  official 
duties  had  not  Spired!  Not  know  t^i'imc, 
not  know  the  day  and  the  hoar,  when  do- 
ties  expired,  for  the  performance  of  which 
<!uties  he  received,  out  of  our  hard  strain- 
ed purses,  4,000  pounds  a  year !  This  fact, 
if  true,  wotiW  tend  to  shew  us,  with  what 
degree  of  care  And  diligence,  such  offices 
are  executed.     He  *'went  off  to  Buckden." 
Bnt,  why  did  he  go  off  to  Buckden,  and 
f  tat,  too,  obgen»e,  the  very  next  day?  Why 
dW  li«  nin  out  of  the  way  the  moment  he 
Ilia  heardofsoimporlaat  a  matter?  He  thought 
he  was  out  oj  rjfke,  though  he  hiis  received 
the  salary  for  that  offiqe  up  to  the  24th  of 
the  motith,  I  dare  engage.     Yes,  he  might 
|»0Mt^-/y  think  so?  but,  in  sucii  a  case,  it 
'  appears  to  me,  that  any  man,  worthy  of 
such  a  place  of  trust,  and  so  situated,  would 
have  wished  to  be  able  to  probe  the  mat- 
ter to  the  bottom,  and  to  expose  tlie"  em- 
bezzlement;   and,    that  wish  would    na- 
turally have  led  to  ^n  inquiry  as  to  hi"»  offici- 
tl  power  of  acting.  Such  a  man  would  have  said 
•*  let'  me  see :  my  power  as  imymaster  still 
*'  remaine ;  no  successor  has  been  actually 
♦'  appoi^itedj  I  am  )'et  able  to  bfing  this 
*'  embezzler  forth  before  I  leave  the  otiice, 
'  **  or,  at  least,  to  put  the  facts  upon  record, 
'^*  so  that  my  successor  may  be  enabled  to 
*'  proceed  upon  the  business,  and  to  cause 
*'  justice  to  be  done  to  the  public  without 
«*  delay.*'     What  man,  wovthy  of  high  pub- 
lic trttst,  would  not  thus  hnve  thought,  and 
have  acted  accordingly  ?     Wl>en  we  corapUiin 
of  the  enormous  salaries  that  we  arc  com 
polled  to  pi»y  to  men  in  each  oflices,  and  al 
^  ladg«,  that  their  labours  are  nothing  at  ail,  wt 
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are  remindt^  of  the  great  r^pons^UUy,  tbo. 
dreadful  bad  of  car^,^.  whichf  iur  our  good, 
tbey  Lake  upon  tiiem^ves}  but/ how, has 
this  been  proved  in  the  iust^u^e  before  us  I 
Mr«  Rose  makes  oo  dtaeovery  o£ihe  e^bez* 
ska>eiikt,  tUoi^  he  is  two  years  iu  tBe  ct^ce, 
and  receives  Q«000  pou9(&  &9I9  ilTs  i    and^ 
when  the  discovery  is  naade  to  hlm^   he 
do?s  not  take  the  pains  taa^ertain  wi^etber 
he  i>e  u\l\  paymaster,  or  not,  but  goes  off 
to  the  country  as  Itist  s»  post-hors^  can  get 
ak>ng.— -Nor^  were  we  to  admit  of  this  mi- 
serable shu^,that  he  did  notknnw  that  he  was 
still  in  olfice,  would  that  admission  .  at  all 
diminish  the  blaoM  imputable  to  him,  if 
the  facts,  above  stated  by  h\%  defender,  b« 
correct;  few,  in  the  iirst  place,  it  was  Ms 
duty,  bis  bouiKlen  duty,  to  have  gone  ina- 
mediately  to  bis  successor,  instead  of  going 
to  Buckden,  and  to  inform  him  of  tiie  fads, 
which  had  come  to  bis  knowledge.     ^*  My 
"  power,  as  pay-iuasfer,*'  he  wqtdd  have 
said,  ^'  has  expired  ;  L  am  unable,  ofBcial- 
**  ly,  to  maktj  any  record  of  thi^  embezzle • 
*'  roent)  but,  I  am  ctmie  to  enable  you  to 
"  obtain,  without  delay,  justice  for  tfir^t  in- 
"  jured  people,  (roni  wlwjra  I  aud  ray  fa- 
*'  mily  have  received  so  much  money.,  that 
"  it  woidd  be  ingratitude  black  as  hell  io 
'*  roe,  were  I,  lor. one  moment,,  to  wink 
"  at  any  frauds  committed  upon  tlicm,  btir- 
*'  dened  ^d  oppressed  as  the)'  already  are.** 
But,  in  liieu  of  this,  which,  I  trust>  would 
have  been  the  conduct  of  either  of  you, 
Grcntlcmen^  had  you  been,  in  Mr.   Aos**i 
place,  what  does  he  do  ?  He  sets  off  lu- 
stantiy  for  Buckden,  whence,  howc  ver,  be 
writes  upon  the  sidyeci^  but,,  not  to   bis 
successor  in  oibce,  not  to  the  Lords  Com  • 
missioners  of  the  Treasury  j  no,  nor  to  any 
person  or  persons  having  power  to  obtain  jus- 
tice for  the  public,  but  to  Mr.  Tommy  Sieiie 
hintseifl    To  this  person  alone  he  (^onhues 
his  communications  upon  the  subject  j  atid, 
upon  Steele's  telling  him>  tha^  he  would  iij> 
plain  the  matter  to  Lord  Grenville,  ka,  "we 
are  told,  becomes,  *'  without  hearing  any 
thing  fnore  of  the  matter,  CONViNCED 
that  a  satisfactory  explanation  **  ba^-  been 
*^-  given  to  Lord  Grenyille  !"  A  sati^aiiory 
explanation  of  the  withdrawing  of  ig,0CO 
pounds  of  the  public  money  froca  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  public,  in  direa  violation  of  tb» 
law  !  God  Altiiighty  i  Was  there  e^er  ana* 
tton  so  piliaged  and  so  insulted  as  this !   And 
is   it;    indeed,  for  the  honor  of  fattening, 
with  the  swe^t  of  our  browi»nd  the  strain- 
ing of  our  sinews,  Tommy  Steele  and  ;hi8 
like,  thait'Weare  to»  "  spend  our  last  aliil- 
*'  Hog,    aod  sbed,  the  ^ast    dru^ .  qf  our 
'*  blood  ?'!— -*-Suppofciug,  merely  toi  theur- 
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Somen I'fT  sake,  tliai  the  being  ont  of  the 
**ftice,  or,  nrtber,  the  mere  tlntvking  that 
he  was  mit  of  the  oflfk«,  and  sapposing,  to 
strain  the    hypothesis  to  the  utmost,  that 
iuch  was  tbfe  fe*l   tfiought  of  Mr.   Rose; 
supposing^  air  this,    what  sor^  of   npotegy 
woaWthe  like  of  Ms  be,  tf  vieu'edJn  « 
morat  or  even  legal  light,    imd  compared 
with  the  maxim«aiid  practice  of  men  in  the 
Common  concerns  of  iife  ?     If  \  know  that 
roy  nei^hhottt*s  servant  has    purloined  his 
cash  Of  his  plate,  and  dtynot  make  the  fact 
known  to  my  neighbour,  [  am  manifestly 
chargeable  with  moral  gtwlt,    and,    if  ffiy 
corner  Vance  he  dhKXwered  and  proved,  the 
law  deems  me  an   accessary  after  tlie  fact, 
»nd  justly  ptmishcs  me  accordingly.    And* 
if  this  be  so  in  the  case  of  an  embezzle- 
ttient,     committed    upon    my    neiji^bour, 
what  is  the  judgment  that  ought  to  be  awar- 
ded against  me,  if  I  am  guilty  of  similar 
Connivance,    in  the  case  of  an  embeztk- 
ment  of  the  property  of  my  mmter ;  cay 
generous  and  conliding  master,  from  whose 
means  I  have  grown  rich,  and  whose  purse 
is  t6  nie  still  a  source  of  riches  ?     Nay,  fur- 
ther, if  r  am,  too,  still  one  of  •*  the  Guar* 
'*  dians  6f  ifds  master* s  purse,**  and  have 
«olemnly  pledged  myself  to  execute  that  trust 
tvfrh  fidelity  and  diligence  ?     Could  either 
of  you.  Gentlemen,  had  you  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Conunom,  hare  re- 
mained in  that  post  from  the  10th  of  Febru- 
ary  180^.    until  the  end  of  April,  180/, 
without  making  any  motion  relative  to  the 
transatrtion  in  question,  had  it  come  to  your 
knowledge  ?     I  trust  not  -,  and,  had  there 
been  upon  Mr.  Rose  ao  other  responsibility 
tlian  merely  that  of  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment, that  alone  demanded,  on  bis  part,  an 
Immediate  exposure  of  the  tramactiow.— — 
Byway  of  palliation,  as  to  motive,  it  is  sta- 
ted, by  the  defender  of  Mr.   Rose,  that  be 
was,  at  the  time  when  the  discovery  was 
made  to  him,  not  in  habits  of   intimacy 
with  Steele,  and  thai  they  Iwd  been  separa- 
ted by  the    separativ/n  of    Mr.  Addington 
from  Mr.    Pftt,    to  the  former  oi  whom 
Steele  adhered,  while  Mr.  Rose  remained 
in  adher^nee    to  Mr.  Pitt.     B\it,  Gentle- 
man, a  very   slight  effort  of  the  memory 
will  enable  us  to  set  a  proper  value  upon  this 
Statement.     Mr.  Rose  was  not  so  separated 
from  the  friends  of  Mr.  Addington  as  to  be 
pVevented  from  joining  wrtb  tliemand  with 
Mr.  Addington  himself,  in  December  1 80i, 
att^r  the  first  separation  took  place  ;  nor  has 
his  attachment  to  Mr.  Pitt  pievented  him 
from  now  embracing  the  Duke  of  Portland, 
whb  remained,  like  Steele,  separated  from 
Ktt,  tm  the  day  6f  the  death  of  tike  latter. 
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Separated  /  No,  Getitlemen,  such  men  ar« 
never  separated  as  far  as  coiurerns  transac- 
tions like  that  of  which  we  are  speakiug« 
They  may  find  it  convenient,,  now-and-then, 
to  aftect  being  separated,  4nd,  sometime?. 
they  may  have  \\mr  quarrels,  jfor  place  ao4 
emolunoent  -,  but,  as  towards  us,  they  ai^ 
always  iirn^l^  uuited,^nd  a^'e  a}ways  foi^ml 

ready    to  ktmd  by  each  other,-; Deny* 

»ng>  that  the  dissolution  of  parliauient.  hatjt 
for  one  of   i4s  objects,    the..  prot,eictiun  of 
Steele,     the  writer,     above-quoted,     asks^ 
*'  what,  particular     inducement   had     th^ 
"  pr^eot  ministers  to  project  Mr.  Steele?" 
No  paritcular  iaducenotnt,  perhapi^  but,  t 
cao  easily  suppose  a  gmeial  indijbcepieot^ 
and  that  it  was  powerful  wi^h  '  tXmo,  I  have 
no  doubt.    As  to  tlie  Qircixnst^^ce  of  Lpi>;^ 
Grenviile  aad  Speitcer  and  Mr.  Windhan^ 
being  in  the  cabinet,  at  the  ti^n^^heiiti)^  env* 
bezzlenient  took  place,   n<?mely>  in.  1798 
and   1800,  that  is  a  most  fqu},  iosiQua^li|^ 
against  those  gentlemen*  because  it  is  weU 
kno^m,  that  the  two  former  were  in  offioQf 
not  at  all  Goonected  with  <;he  disbursen^ejotpf 
the  public  money,  and,  it  is,  by  this  «rrUqc> 
declared,  that  Uae  jguOQO  pounds  wprewithi. 
drawn  without  the  k  loufh^e  of  iheMcr^Utry 
at  war,  and  Mr,  Windham  wa^  that  secre- 
tary  at  w»r.    They  were  all,  indeed,  in  the 
cabinet,  but,  we  have  seen  tbaf  Pi(t,  b^iag 
first  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  could  leod^  of 
the  public  money,  without  intercut,  4a,QQ0 
pounds  to  Boyd  aad  Benfield,  two  of  hm 
theti  majority   in  parliament,  mthout  can* 
MuUing  the  cabinet,  without  ever  making  thd 
fact  known  to  any  member  thereof,  wiUiout 
making  any  minute  of  it  5  and,  hasanyboc^ 
ever  dreamed  of  making  tlie  cabinet  respon- 
sible for  that  violation  of  tlie  law?     But, 
Gentlemen,  tlnxigh  it  is  pretty  certain,  that 
Lords  Grenviile  and  Spencer  atidMr.  Wi^id* 
ham  were  not  privy  to  the  en^bezzJement; 
it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  some  othev 
persons,  and  those,  petliaps,  now  in  place, 
were  n^t  privy  to  il ;  this  is  by  no  meani 
curtain;  and,  therefor^,  it  is  not  at  all  di#- 
cult  to  coiM:eive  a  powerful  motive  for  en- 
deavouring to  stifle  the  inquiry,  whJdh,  at 
in  the  case  of  Lord  Melville,  .would,  in  all 
likelihood,  liave  led  to  further  exposure,'  and 
would  have  implicated  many  persons,  who 
naturally  ennugh  prefei-  the  signal  of  *'  No 
Popery  *'  to  **  No  Peculation."     Whether, 
however,  the  stifling  of  this  inquiry  was,  or 
was  not,  a  principal  motive  for  dissolving 
the  parliament,  will  soon  become  evident, 
when  the  new  parliament  has  met.    If  tiie 
comiuittee  of  finance  be  renewed,  and  ccw/i- 
po$ed  of  the  same  persons  as  nearly  as  possible 
as  the  lust  oommittee  was  composed  of,  then 
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I; AvMhB vekdf'i4^\&w,  Chat ^ht ^M\tig\ii 
the  in^jwiry  vrasr  Mo/n  prhicif^l  object  of  the 
dissolution;  bwr>:^if  the  ommittee  beisot 
renewed;  or,  being  renewed,  be  not  so 
<XM«i(>oBed)  I  sh^  be  coritiqced  that  toMxde 
the  inquiry  leus  a' principal  object  hi  makiiig 
vrhat  Mr.  Canning  c»»3  ^*  aiv  appeal  lotfae 
people."'i--*-OiM:  ^n^itcr  again  retfrinds  \jtm 
pQblic,  that  tliekte  ministers  had  been  m 
pOMeteiOn  of  the  facts  relating  to  Steele^ s? 
eoibereiement  for  several  nioiiihs  previous 
to  the  time  when  th^y  werebringinf  those 
facts  out  to  lights  and  he  infere,  that  they 
would*  ncfV^  ha/ve  brboght  ihem  out,  luid 
^e^rethuinedin plate.  ThisI believe;  and 
thi»>  Gentlemen,  convseya  a  strong  censare 
en  the  lute  mtnistera ;  but,  it  does  not  alter 
the  case  ^¥ith  respect  to  Mr.  Hose  or  any  of 
his  party.  It  implioatea  t^a  ministries  in- 
tfiead  of  otie  in  the  charge  of  connivance  ^ 
but,  ^  it  lessens  the  blame  due  to  neither^ 
'whrleJit  aggravates  the  griewanee  of  the  suf- 
fering ptiople.w*»--Wiere  I  to  jik^e  from 
thetangaage^ofthedefencfepof  Mr.  Rose,  i 
ahoaM  certainly  anticipate  a  resolute  endea* 
vour,  on  M be  I  part'  o*  ibe  new  ministry,  to 
•tifle  the  inquiry:  fn  question.  He  calls  the 
tctof  Steele  znitregularityt  be  says  -that  ■ 
Mr.  Rose  saw  nGthtug  cri(ninai  in  it;  he 
talka  of  hik  bemg  justified  in  taHing  so 
i^tvCKL^' B.  respffiaihUUf  upott  himself;  he 
tajkr  of  his  •  having  done  nothing  more 
than  taking  upon-  himself  a  responsUi- 
fity  i  (and  h^  calls  him  a  gentleman  unitxr^ 
sajky  belovfd  i  This  is  pretty  language  $ 
jprdtty  rant  I  The  roW>er  upon  the  highway 
enhy  takeaupon  himself  a  severe  responsibi* 
lity.  The  naUrderer  doea  no  more.  But, 
they  are  both  /  hanged,  if  caught.  Let  us 
hope,  at  asny  rate,  that  we  shall  be  favoured 
with 'did  vUimse  of  .^'  the  person  to  whom  the 
•^  money  was  given  for  secret  services,'*  Let 
us  hope,  too  <thoagii  that,  perhaps,  is  too 
imuoh  to  hbpe)  that  we  shall  know  the  na^ 
tare  of  the  sermees^  But,  Gentlemen, 
how  infamously  impudent  it  is. to  talk  of 
srmioes  in: such  a  case  !  What  services  Could 
poss&'Jy  be  furiliered  by  i he  misapplication 
t)f  tliis  money  ?  What  else  than  an  injury  to 
the  country  could  possibly  be  effected  by 
the  employment  of  19,000  pounds  of  iu 
taoney  fbr  purposes  that  dared  not  he  avow* 
tdy   and  that  have  been  kept  secret  from 

(1798  to  the  present  day  > ^Wben  we  see 

«Qch  things  brought  to  light,  wliat  must 
wc  think  of  the  magnitude  of  the  pecu* 
Jations  that  remain  hidden  ?  Ob,  that 
the  day  wor^  arrived,  when  the  whole 
mystery  of  i.iiquity  diall  be  dereloped.! 
In.  that  day,  when  it  comes,  and  xrcise  it 
will }  in  tliat  day,  when,  to  use  -the  worda 


of^Sir'FVaticis  Burdett,-  "coraiptidn-^taft 
'■■  batve  destroyed  a<Hiruptiod,**  ^  <^w -^^hali 
G}eari5r  8ee>  how  ^we^  hme  bMi'  beggflced^ 
wtet  has^  produced  'the  .inccwde^tax^:  amt 
whtft  aU  th&  enormdnt :  burdens.  w0:.beiari> 
bi^t,  untiir  that-  day  cones^  expects  no ^^eody 
1  pnay  yeu,  exoept-inahe  way  ^  of  erposuwe^ 
horn  any  human 'being,  jattd  muohicst  £rcrm 
Che  apostattf  Whigs,  whw,  ^wht)e  tha  proa«. 
peot^of  lon^  enjoyment  bf  place:,  toy  bete^ 
tbetvi,  exioiied  the  chafacter  and  cood^tict 
of  Pitt,  «nd  walked  in  all  4)is  foQtatepa^ 
but  particularly  in  those  w^iich  tended  to 
the  soreeningof  pec^latovs^-  mianyof/whocA 
they  saw  clearly. detected,  but  not  one  of 
whom  did  theypunishi  orcaiue  to  diig<d^ 
hi6  plunder.        . 

Another  t>opio,  which  I  wish  tis  addrdal 
you  upon,  is  the  ^ectiaa  in  fetaeraU:  oi 
which,  however,  after  your  feading.  of  the 
advertisementa,  whichJ  h«tre  takeo  itipxvfp 
motto,  I  it  will  be  sseless  io  *aay  mucb.  Ami 
this,  iG^tlemen,  is  what  they  call  ^^^  am 
*'  appeal  toiheipeopief*  Tint  isthe  mighty 
bierising,  which,  wearetdd,  thewverldLsn-* 
vy  us !  From  one  «ontev  of  rtbeOLUigiloci^to 
the  other  corruptioa  attends  hia  btOuM,  Ilia 
serpent  hatching  wioga;  Can  Ahi&.^laat'? 
Ought  it  to  labt?  Of  what  avail  iait^iot  the 
miscreants  ehgaged  iu-  this  inlamoua  fiaffie 
fiall  us  jacobins  and  levellers  ?  WUl  auy  one 
of  them  say,  that  this  ought  to  be  ?  Hqs  any 
One  of  them  the  ingenuity  to  6nd  out: any; 
thing,  even  in.im^tDatton,  worse  tbaa  tfaiaf 
Politicians  may  endeavioar  to  alarm  us^  wkhr 
eriea  of  revolution,  ^Ud  divines  tasy  pneacfa 
to  us. about  hell ;  but»  if  the  one  can  iind  dof 
thing  more  disgracefiud,  or  the  otberany  thiiig 
more  damnable,  than  what  is  draoribed  in 
these  advertiaeoients,  I  besoach  then^spcedify 
to  exhibit  it  to  our  view/ i^^^-^ftres  of  Ihead ' 
advertisements  have  I  read  in  >  theLoodon 
daily  papers;  and,  i  defy  any  own  living  to 
*  produce  me,  in'  the  hititory  of  the  whafo 
world,  any  thing  •so  (Completely  d^^acripttyo 
of  national  degradation.  W^l  '•  toaj  Mr^ 
Fawkes  say,  in  liis  addres  toliis-lateconsti> 
toents  of  the  county  of  York,  dut  faiattt 
in  parliament,  which  he  oUce* regarded* aa 
tiie  height  of  laudable  ambition,  he  aow 
views  in  quite  a  drfferent  light ;  andv  tho 
only  wonder  is,  th«ithe  should  haveibfcm 
till  now  iu  the  dark  upon  the  subject*.  Agaiq 
I  call  upon; our  atdCosers^  ^on.lhoac^  whd» 
for  hire,  dtmoaiinHte  usjacobiD&aod^v^ 
iers,  and  who  cry  aloud  for*  )the  preservatimiiof 
theconjitttutioiK  to isay;.  whether  the(U«ipatitu« 
ttou  siiitctiods  these  things.  If  tit  does* -vihaa 
an  iafauiaus  Imposture  tp  is  I  and^).\ili  it^iduei 
not^  if  is  we^  aFn«l'not>u^riyeTiiieriyrM*ha^|t| 
.eadeaiK)uring  to  svpport  theio6na^tatiqa.o|' 
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add  support  the  constitution ;  thd^reatcon- 
ftlitatioQ  ;  that  conttitiutitfii  wbicl>  ao  st««icdf 
Icirbidi  the  baying  #nthfe  «elUiig  of  a  sin^ 
vote)  nHicbiRdrfiSfitfttin  pnrlfamcnJl^  tbat 
c6fi6lkodMi  ^kich  iahtbtts  "peen  from  BOf 
tart  oT'intier^Feiioe  tit  deotioMs,  and  ^tkat 
^appOfesitdfnpo^aibAe  Hiatatiy  peerisheuld*  in 
any  way>  se^  a  mean^  to  the  Cobmiumi^ 
ttottflcf ;  tAat  cbustitodon,  in  skart,  v/iiteh 
tebicki  ib  the  fitrong^t  terms»  and  usNier 
^ev^e< {penalties,,  every  one  of  the  a^use^  of 
wfaioh  we  connpkiin ;  aa^  yet  have  tko  kire- 
img  revUera  the  au^aoity  to  reproach  us^wtth 
f^wuk  t(rjmerlKtn  tke^amiHiuiion  *  In  such 
a  state  "the  couotiy  cannot  4erTg^  remain.  No 
oountry  hasever  longcemainednn  snch  a  state. 
T^hoae  wha%a?e  an  evide^n  interest  in  per- 
^uatinf  a^iiaes  oi  Bti«ortff,  may  eodeavoar 
•to  temrity  the  people  with  the  eonaequencec 
ctf  vhari^  called  a  fei^olotioa;  and,  fronaa 
tBT^utbn^  >)»  the  iMttai -sanse  of  the  word, 
aa  applied  to:  poHtios,  God  presetre  usi 
bnt^  change,  and  41  great  <ii)aoge  too,  mu%t 
•oome,  and  icam^.lt-wiil,  in  one  way  or  ano* 
•tilery  and  ihal  a^-noidiataQt  day. 
^  ^I  aboukL  iiere  nurice  «ome  remains  cipaa 
the.  baaenesa^  those,  who  have,  at  a  time 
iike  thts,  set  lip-a  cry  of  *•  NuJ^operi/,"  Mr, 
IfetewM^  mia^  be,  and  for  the  honour  of  hn* 
»niHn  nature,  [  h<ipe  he  is  siuc^r^^  hi« 
aiaffiiH^  upon'tbi^  veore ;  but,  us  to  the  rest  of 
the  ministry,  if  they  have  had  any  hand  in 
aetriog;iip  thia  cry,  while,  i)t  the  san>etime, 
it  ta  well  jcnown  flkilf  they  approved  of  the 
itwaaiwea  contemplated  hy  Pitt«  they  muiit  be 
the  very  hasest  -of  all  mankind,  i  am  m* 
dined  to  expeot,  or  to  hope,  little  good  f<^oiB 
fhem  $  bat,  really,  t<»  innpute  such  baseness 
^  them^^  witbo«»t  po!>itive  proof,  I  <:annot. 
Gf  •aJt'Sios  that  of .  political  hy}KX!ri»y  cxckea 
tba greatest  de^ee  of  pablic  hatred^  and, if 
ir  sliunld  appear,  that  it  is  they  who,  while 
ahry  have  it^  dared  to  a^row  it  openly,  have 
thos  set  ^o  work  the  mercen;ine8  ot'  the 
ptbss  and'the  pulpit,  they  will  see  the  day 
when  a  temble  vengeance  will  fall  upou 
their  heada.  On  this  rvohgect,  I  beg  Jeave  to 
i%ter  yoB  io  the  cKceiletit  Letter  o**  Lord 
QremriUe,  ^lontaioed  in  the  ]>rcsei»t  ftlieet, 
rak?rvi«g  m^  temarkHopou  it  for  aootl>er 
oppofHiiBky,  bur  as'aiiing  myself  of  this  fjp- 
poitilnity  ^iist  to  revaiiHl  his  Ixjrdslitp,  that 
thefe  atie  other  "Societies  besides  Correspond- 
ittg-  'S(kiifiiif9' ci^pMe  €i(  carrying  on  the 
auorko^  "'tedi«i(fli,"t  and  that,  tiie*  trick  ot' 
sxrn0ipofnshfi!'^fi  iWyji^isvery  littie,tif  any, 
lirOvf e^>^  'mdk-e  \vaci  than)  ^ihe  trick  of 
ft'^chttrikired  vd^kls,,'">iu<d^H4.^  His  Lordr 
iiitpaie«lil^ta)iafef(h#eoip^du)tf'in-.hii  nwn 
«oi0y0cp||etfto{w}rni  iti^  Wf>kj^rhitjadmh«d 


Pittj  bu«,  the  unhappy  Wb^'g^;  Ivare^  Owing! 
t«r  il»ir  own  cupidity  m  the  labf-iuatattce^* 
beenover^reachediir-botheaaei^.  ,  » 

Now,  as  to  yonr  pwmf'ekciwn,  G<mrr 
tktnen,  it  (*Hlft,  perhapa/f<>ttil<H)iIatoio*wliNr> 
you  auy  thiffig  ifi  the  way^of  advice^^j  J)ut,  i* 
(»tnidt  ifefrain  "ilrom  thus  publickty  ei^)!^^^^''^ 
ing*  my  deep  T^ret,  that  Mn  Paul!  ifeh«»or 
longer  m  a  state  4o  be  thought  of  a^yqufVe'* 
pt^entahve,  and  more  pnrticularlylhat  ^ie- 
cause  of  his  iaeapBDrty  slimild  also,  hire  ee» 
dangered  hts  Hfe^  a  Irft,  which,  from  the 
time  that  I  liad  tibe  -hononr  tirst  to  know 
him,  I  knew  to  have  be^enardewtly  and  dtsr^. 
inleresfedly  devoted  to  the  puMk.  Wntm^ 
ductj  in  some  tnatances;  may  k»ve*beeii  pre*- 
cipitatOj  Ffthh,  violent^  but;  these  are  ianlta 
not  of  the  worst  sf amp,  and  they  8regfoatl)» 
overbalanced  by  his  public  virtues.  Of  ^rthos^ 
virtues,  the  eKerdae*of  whi^h  i/ha^  wk« 
nessed,  I  em  terry  the  couhn^'  wiJL  «ow  hm 
deprived;  b»t,  m  tbec6n<»domnessflf  ^Kiaw' 
sessing  then,  he  will/ J  ho{)eriind  inore  thaik 
a  svii&SieiA  ^^onaoiatifm  for*  any<dis>'ip{>0tsit* 
mebt  that  he  may;  at  pt^eaetvt,  hove  expek 
rieiw?ed.  Mr<.  f^aull  was  first  kn;!»wn  to  f»« 
through  the  meana  of  Mh' Wiadbam^  «i 
Jiine,  1805*  From  that  time  to  tkexrkiAc^ef 
the  last  Westminster  eleoi4oi\,  i  was  prt  vy  ttf 
a)14iis  public  ppocerdings,  and,  I  think  to.ai^ 
hiaooetives^  and,  I  am  ^^oiH'tm^l,  that  alft 
those  proceedings  flowed  frbm  a  desine  to 
render  good  to  his  coumryi  He  withstood 
temptations  such  as  -no  i^tlier  ,man^  tJ)at*  I 
know  t>f,  ever  withstood.  'J  here  is. nothings 
in  reason,  that  he  might  JiottaVepossesieii^ 
in  the.  way  of  what  is  caUed  hononr,  and 
what  reaMy  is  profit,  if  he  ^^euU-  have  desist* 
ed  from  the  performance  of  what'lniregard-* 
ed  as  his  piit)licduty.  This  i  knK>w>  for 
this  i  honour  Iwm  $  ior  this  i.  aheU-ialwaya 
rejoice  at  his  good  fortune,  ai>d  mourn  what* 
ever  of  bnd  shall  bcfal  him.-^*'-6ir  Francra 
Burdt.'tt  I  have,  ffora  the  time  of  the  sdcond 
Middlesex  election,  regarded  as  the  fittest 
man  to  represent  yea,  an  opiiiion  to  whicit 
Mr.  Panll  is  no  stranger^  and,  I  am  per** 
suaded,  that  the  latter  would,  ac  any  ttmei| 
hiive  re«igiied  aU  pretensiocis  in  favour  of  the 
former.  Tlmt  you  will,  at  this  iate  hour^ 
succeed  in  electins:  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  he 
being  al>*»ent  to«,  1  can  hardly  expect,  though 
I  m<fst  anxiously  hope  it;  for,  until  his 
prinriples,  which  ai^  the  real  principles  at 
the  constitution,  pievail,  neither  hup pine^ 
nor  liberty,  nor  one  nmmetit'a  sAimy  from 
widiout,  will  this  onrliarruased  and  distracted 

roentry  enjoy.-* With  jcspeot  to    Lotd 

Cochrane,  ejicepting  sc^lyhis  bding  a«<rffc- 
tier  appoiiUed  by,  and  liable^  at  atiy  Ijpur,  to 
lie  )proraoted  ^x  'casthi^  by  the  king   or. 
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rather,  iiis  nuDtsten^  to.  him.!  have  no  ob- 
jection 3  Ijut,  OB  the  contrary,  I  have  the 
highest  opintoa  both  of  his  head  and  his  > 
hearK^   He  has  a  solid  understanding,  has 
ittuf h  c  t  the  right  sort  of  study,  rcfiectt 
deeply^     is    sober,    uidustrious,    politically 
brave^  is  pi*uot  against  the  blandishments  of  , 
courts  and  of   Actions,    hates  sycophants,  : 
place-hunters,  peculators,  and  oppressors  of 
every  description;  and,    if  he    should  be 
elected,  by  you^  especially,  I  venture  to  pre-  ' 
diet    that  he  will    zealously   discharge  his 
trust.     That  your  choice  may  fail  upon  him 
and  Sir  Francis  Eurdett  is  my  anxious  wish, 
and,  let  what  wiU  be  the  result  of  yew  pre- 
sent arduous    endeavours,  be  assured,  that 
for  all  and  for  every  man  of  you  a  siacer* 
sespect  wiU  ever  be  entertained  by 

Your  faithful  friend, 
Attd  obedient  servant, 
WM.CoiavTT. 
Baila/iJihMay,  ISO/.  , 


-"dardOrenvlMf's  Letter, 


[846^ 


Lord  OaENviLLB's  Letter,  io  the  Secret 
,  4a7\^  of  the  Society  for  Promoting  Chris- 
tian Knowledge,  Data!  2d  May,  I8O7. 
SiK,H— The  society  for  promoting  Cliris- 
tian  Knowledge,  of  which  I  am  a  member, 
has  thouglit  fit  to  publish,  during  a  general 
©lection,  a  resoUuion,  declaratory  of  its 
opintOQ  n^specting  a  poiiUcal  measure  re- 
caBt)y  submit  led  to  parliament. — ^That  mea- 
sure, l5TOiight  lorw  .ird  for  purposes  of  peace, 
union,  and  public  scci^trity,  by  men  who 
yield  to  none  of  thtfir  tellow* subjects  in 
loyahy  to  their  sovereign,  and  attaclimeut  to 
t'jc  t^vil  and  religious  a)n«titution  of  their 
country,  is  there  stigmatised  as  hostile  to 
(he  established  church  und  ecclesiastical  con- 
siiiution  Of  the  reajm,  and  as  subver>ive  of 
vthose  principles-  which  placed  -his.  Majesty's 
family  on  the  British  throae.«*-It  is  natural 
for  those  whose  characters  are  thus  aspersed, 
ti  inquire,  by  what  right  any  persons  have 
ttken  upon  themselves,  in  the  name  of  such 
a  society,  to  give  countenance  and  currency 
to  an  injurious  and  groundic-is  calumny, 
calculiited  for  the  watch- word  of  a  party,  and 
ciloulaied  only  to  excite  uud  to  uphold  po- 
pular clamour  ? — -The  sxjciety  was  institut«vl,i 
4ib  its  Hiinual  publications  declare^  for  tlic 
increase  of  the  knowledge  and  practice  ol. 
our  Iioiy  religion,  by  the  support  of  cliar.ty 
schools,  and  by  the  distribution  of  bibles 
pravei*books,  ackd  other  religious  tracts. 
Those  who  have  directed  the  present  pro 
oeediog  can  bftst  explain  in  what  nifumei, 
Christriaii  Itnpwledge,  or  Christian  practice  [ 
will  ha  Uioreased^  by  ^xomoting  religioi'  * 
aniiuosjttie^j^j^^gdgi:^! :  by  btircing  u^ 
the  blindy^^jMni^Blja/^StK^^inaUe  ps^i 


% 


siona  of  the  igoMavt :  4tod  by*  cireokting' 
among  our  ielTow^fiub^ls,  instead  of  the 
Word  of  truth  and  charity,  the  liheljoos  and 
mflammatory  calumnies  ofeledtioneeri  ngcoo- 
tasts,  and  party  vioience.-^Aa  a  inamtxfr  of 
the  society,  soliaitous  £or  the  promotion  of 
its  genuine  objects,  I  desire  to  enter  my 
dissent  to  a  resolution  purporting  to  expmsa 
its  unanimous  opinion.     I  object  to  the  pro- 
priety of  iM  taking  part  at  all  in  the  .political 
divisions  of  the  country :  I  object  to  its  la^ 
bouring  to  extend  and  to  prolong  thosedivi- 
sions,  with  respect  to  a  meaanre  pubHckljs 
withdrawn,  and  of  which  there  is  conse- 
quently no  longer  any  question  i  But,  inost 
of  all,  I  object  to  the  tfotii,  and,  i  may 
add,  to  the  decency  o#  a  censure,  whicb>  if 
it  were  foun^d  either  in  justice  or  Sn  refl-* 
•on,  would  apply  equally  to  almost  every  de* 
SGriptionofpubliCmen,and  wouldevenimpli« 
cate  all  thosp  authorities  winch  are  the  most 
entitled  to  our  respect  and  reverence.— if  (a 
permit  the  Kingls  subjects  of  all  persua" 
sions,  to  serve  him  in  his  army,  be  *'  an  un- 
constitutional innovation,"  with  whom,  and 
when  did  it  originate?  It  i^eas  first  nwide  the 
law  in  Ireland  fourteen  years  ago>  at  the 
express  recommendation  of  the  crown,  deli- 
vered from  the  throne  by  one  of  his  Majes- 
ty *s  present  ministers^  then  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  that  kingdom.-— If  the  adoption  of  a  simi- 
lar law  in^C^reat  Britaib  would  be  *'  an  act 
of  hostility  to  the  established  church,"  to 
whom  shall  that  bostility  be  ascribed }  To 
those  who  now  proposed,  or  to  thoae  ^r4h> 
long  ago  engaged  for  that  concession  ^  To 
the  franiQi-s  of  Lord  Howick's  bill,  or  to  those 
membersand  supportersof  the  present  gover0> 
nieut,  who  in  the  year  )  793,  gave  and  autho- 
rised that  promssc  to  the  Catholics  •€»&  ire- 
land  ?-— If  the  employment  of  oatholic  ofii- 
cers  and  catholic    soldiers   in    the  general 
service  of  the  empire  j    if  the  pernMtttng 
ihem  to  hold  and  exercise,  at  his  nkijesty's 
,  dibcretion,  all  military  commissions^  the  rank 
jiid  Ktarion  of  a  general  not  excepted;  if 
the  relieving  them  in  this  respect  from  ail 
penalties  and  diaiibililies  on  account  of-thi^r 
rtiligious   pcitsuasion;  *-  if  thesa  things  .*b!0 
matter  of  just  alarm  "  to  tho  ecclesiaatical 
constitution  of  thi.^  country,"  when,wa»tto 
moment  of  alarm?     In  the  year   1804,  oil 
(his,  and  morethan  this,  wasdooe  iti  an'act 
proposed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  with  the  concnrreooe 
of  his  cclleages  now  in  administration,  pass- 
ed by   the  Briti^   parliament;  ant|i'Saoe-> 
fioned  by  liis  Aiajesty's  royal  asse»t>*«-That 
'Ct  legalised  a  long  list  of  military  o«at«ni$« 
ions^  antecedently  giacted.  by  (lis^M^^^X 
^Ith  the  advice  oi  the  same  ministers  j  an4 
ijt  tenabled  his  Majesty  prospeclivel^r  to  grant ^ 
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at  hu  diitntion,  all  aMltUiy  ocKnoaiissioafi 
whatewr  to  Catholicst— not  iadettd  to  British 
or  Irisk  CotlaoUcs/  bat  to  fomi^^  Cathoiicsr-** 
to  men  who  owe  his  Majesty  no  allagianoe^ 
aiKi  who  are  not  even  Feqtuived  to  disclaim- 
those '^tcnets  -which  a>l  our,  fellow  subjects  i 
of  that  persuasion  have  soldrunly  abjured !   ' 
—What    ground   of  difFereuce    will    thea 
remain  to  justify  these  outrageous  calumnies 
against  the  late  proposal  ?     Is  it  that  mea 
were,  permitted  to  aspire  to  the  rewards  and 
honours  of  a  profession,   to  the. toils  and 
dangers  of  which   the  .legisUture  of  their 
country  had  long  since  inyited  tfiem  ?— Is  it 
that  the  same  indulgences  whicli  had  been 
promised  and  granted  to  Ca.lifiUcsby  others, 
'w^re  not  withheld  by  us  frum  Protestant 
dissentr.rs  ?  —  Or   is    it,    lastly,    that  we 
judged  our  own  countrymen  and  fellow-sub- 
jects entitled »  under  his  Majesty's  discre- 
tion,   to  tiie  same  conddence  .and  favour 
vvhich  parliament  had  so  recently  eiUeaded 
to  foreigners  of  all  nations  and  all  descrip* 
tionsi — And  let  me  further  ask,  if  thene 
cpocession8>  all,  or  any  of  them,  are  subver- 
eive  of  the  principles  "  which  placed  his 
Majesty's  illustrious  hoase  upon  the  thFon^^,'* 
"what  is  to  be  said  of  the  iav  more  esLtensive 
indulgences  fMroposed  in  1801,  by  that  great 
ocnnister,  now  no  more,  whose  name  Lhave 
already   mentioned  I— Were  his  principles 
also  subversive  oi  the  established  church, 
au3d  of  the  civil  constitution  of  the  monar- 
chy ? — And  if  he  too  must  be  involved  in 
this  undiscriminating  and  injurious  censure, 
vthat  condemnatipo  will  not  those  men  de- 
serve, who,  in  tho  very   moment  of  pre- 
tended danger,  have  advised  his  Majesty  to 
call  to  his  preitent  councils,  the  authors,  the 
partisans,  and  the  supporters  of  Mr.  Pia*s 
plan ;    a  plan  including  all  that  has  been 
now  proposed,  and  extending  very  far  be- 
,yond  our  measure  ? — On  the  expediency  of 
these  measures,  ^statesmen  may  differ.    To 
stigmatize  them  as  hostile  to  our  establish-, 
ments,  or  dangerous  to  our  constitution,  is 
to  libel  both  the  throne  and  tlie  parliament— 
t^  calumniate  the  existing  laws— and  to  im- 
fiute  to  the  most  considerabl*  public  cha- 
xaoters  of  our  age,  both  the  living  and  the 
4ead,  .pcinciples  and  purposes  disclaimed  by 
Iheusehres,  and  contradicted  by  the  whole 
,  tenor  of  their  lives.     It  is  for  the  society  to 
consider  whether  so«h  a  conduct  be  con^o-^ 
nai^t^tothe  character  which  it  beats  them 
to^naUitain,  oc  in.  any  naanner  conductive  to 
the  objects  of  a    chariuble  and   religious 
instUmion, 
(  ha>ceth«  hasfxix  to  bQj  ice.  Sec, 
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MAJOR    CARTWWGHrB   JbODAK«t 

j     .  ^    To  the  Electors  cf  BosLau, 

<       G«NTLEMRN>-~^As  you  are  now  agaui. 
i- about  to  exercise  the  high  public  trust  re^ 
•  posed  ill  your  hamis-^that  o1  eiectiag  a  pact 
!  of  the  legislature,  of  your  country ;  and  as  I 
!  have  once  more  lendtredyou  my  services  to 
represent  you  in  pariinmeni,  it  is  my  desire, 
!  at  this  eventful  crisis  of  EniiJand,  to  address 
!  to  you  my  sentiments  on  public  aifair8.-.^N« 
'  member  of  the  present  House  of  ComaQon» 
j  — Members  of  which  have  been  alert  enough 
[  in  obtaining  good  things  for  theniselves— 
I  having  attempted  to  obtain  for  the  people  ei- 
ther of  those  securities,  against  foreign  coh«* 
quest,  ^r  domestic  oppression,  which  wer« 
m)iiced  in  my  addresses  to  you  of  November 
last,  namely,  a  restoration  of  tlie  military 
branch  of  the  constiluticm,  and  a  reformed 
representation  of  the  people  in  parliament, 
my  motives  for  desiring  a  sc/it  in  that  House 
have  acquired  additioi.al  force. — ^Ibis  repa- 
ration and  this  reform  are,  oh  the  part  of  the 
people  of  England,  birthright  claims.    To^ 
the  vi(/li*tion  of  these  essential  riglits,  ought 
chiefly,  if  not  wholly,  to  be  asctibed,both 
the  late  and  the  present  war,  together  with 
all  the  grievous  burthens  they  have  Brought 
upon  us,  and  the  unexampled  dangers  of  oW 
present  situation  j  and  without  the  recovery 
of  these  rights — Rights  of  which  p<dttkal 
salvation  are  the  direct  objectfr*-it  requircA 
but  a  moderate  share    of  information  to 
know,  that,  in  the  day  of  tri^l,  no  luiman 
genius,    no  human  eflbrts,   wjU  be  ibund 
equal  to  the  ta<ik  of  saving  the  state :  for 
who  can  produce  an  ei^ecr^  without  the  ne- 
cessary means  as  a   cause  ?-*-How  distant 
that  day  of  trial  may  be,  ue  know  not :  but 
another  carnage  in   Poland— «a  -event  that 
will  probably  take  pluce  as  soon  as  artillery 
can  act  with  fuU  effect — ^m ay,  and  J  incline 
to  believe  will,   bring  it  vcpy  near  indeed. 
With  such   an  alternatife  hfitiging  on  the 
trembling  balance  of  war,  while  our  rulers 
are  engaged  in  the  miserable  warfare  aS  par- 
ty  and  private  ambition,  for  the  parliament 
and  the  ministers  of  this  country  to  suffer  it 
to  remain  comparatively  defenceless  as  it  ii :  • 
as  well  as  to  rieglect  those  reforms,  military 
and  civil,  which  are  wanting  for  inspiring  the 
people  with  confidence,  as  well  as  with  a 
rational,  heart-felt,  ardent  attacbmemt  to  tho 
government,  on  account  of  its  truly  constini- 
tional  character,  its  known  respect  for  ouf 
liberties,  and  its  vigilant  protection  of  our 
properties  against  unnecessary  taxatiori,  and 
the  rapacity  of  sordid  men  y  appears  to  me, 
i  confess,  nothing  short  of  that  species  of 
inlataation,  which  is  ever  observed  to  dnrk* 
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LL  REGtSTEIL— Joj/ewr  Section 
the  ener 


struction : 
i,  that  the 
ty  to  per- 

o\ni  fide- 
n  ill  graxre 
f  others  j 
i^arm  like 
nd  iiTita-* 
jroportion 
:  any  time 
)  consfitu- 

ibe  exer- 

1  seif  de- 
jctiug  the 
According 

more  our 
ince,  and 
,  sItaH  be 
Iter  it  Vill 
ivord  shall 
JOple,  the 
otie,  fVoiTi 
hrones  of 
i  Prussia ; 
i-  had  not 
d  likewise 

2  of  stand- 
i  of  abject 
in  a  We  po- 
lave  seen 
;  standing 
I  he  people 

>  employ- 
riding  ar- 
respect  of* 
Ktreme  in 

>  which  all 
which  are 
»  otlier  to 
>rr\'ate  in* 

the  con- 
reflecting 
n  reason - 
no  states- 
e,  but  in 
which  some  of  high  nanje  have  agreed  with 
ifie,  V^kie  prciof/  as  I  conceive,  that  Eng- 
land, ttotwithstanditig  her  navy,  may,  in  her 
present  fj!-"j5repitrednejs  by  land,  be  invaded j 
and  that'm  thfe  6vent  of  th«  enemy  landing 
in  forcfe,  the  mischief  and  calflmity  of  having 
<sttt  coiirrtry^fre  seat  of  war,  would  be  cer 
niin;  -While  \*'e,  afW  our  recent  experience 
^rfl^  eohtitfeni;  fsb^uW  have  but  too  much 
CTitise  to  corrtempltrte  even  the  possibility  of 
a  conqt'iesii:'  This,  Gentlemen,  is 'not  an 
impdafchmeht  4)T  Etiglish  courage :  but  it  is, 
awd  I  tW<6^i^  ft  to'  be,  at*  impeacJiment  of  the 
cond'<<t?4'6f  thos^'Wb6,  on  a  continental,  ty- 
rinriicjrt 'pbRcy',  'ibliorrent  to  the  chamcter 
^^\4^^i^^petoi''i)1dt  frt?^  goVernuaent,  design- 


to  8t>eak^' 


edly  cnppled  tliat  courage,    or,- 
without  a  figure,  witfchfeM  f¥om  it  themean* 
of  conferring  on  our  ^ouiitry  an  assbred^prti^  ' 
tection,  and  the  Wessings  of  a-p^ace  Whicte  ' 
not  even  a  Buouajwrt^  wdold  hd\^  <li4red  t« 
disturb.     Such    a   protecfibn,    aud'-soch^'Ji 
peace.  wHl   still  result  from  the  Wftft^rtis  far' 
whrcii  Icontenct,  if  th'^be  not  toj)  J«Jn^  dc-i*' 
ferred.—— Should' Ihie  tyfauuicffl  poHcy,  t*- 
which  I  allude,  bring  into  thfe  bowek  of  ofnr- 
coun  fy  th«  pest  of  war,  with  all  its  ^c6r-' 
pron  plagues,  what  puftisbriaent    coakl   be 
suflficiently  great,  for  those  whose  ccfunseK 
should  have  been  the  cause  t   But,  sh<^kl' 
England   be   conquered,    you  ought  to'  be 
aw^re.  that  her  slavery  would  be  made  mom^ 
degrading,  and  lier  misery  mortf  extreiwe,' 
exc-eeding   aH    comparison,    beyond    wbatt' 
Rrench  insolence  and  pillflge  hare  itifhcred* 
on  any  other  fallen  people.     To  the  conquest 
of  Italians  and  Germans,  a  mere  ambition* 
unmixed  with  mrtiotial  enmity  was  a  sqffi- 
cient  motive;  but  the  strmnlus  to  the  con-' 
qiiest  of  Eogfishnien,  t&  say  nothing  of  the* 
greater  glory  from  the  greatness  of  the  en- 
terprise, is  the  maddening  remembrance  of- 
centuries  of  our  superiority  over  Fnenchmen  • 
in  arms,  causing  a  deep  rooted  and  deadly 
revenge  on  the  part  of  that  nation,  besides 
a  hatred  in  the  breast  of  its  ruler,  which 
nought  but  opr  subjugation,  can  appease.— 
Should  the  genkis  ot  this  man  prevail  in  Po- 
land,-—raiid  I  see  nothing  to  forbid  the  expec- 
tation— who  can  calculate  the  change  It  mdy 
effect  in  oor  northern  alliances  ?  Who,  in 
such  an  event,  can  say,  thht  the  Czar  of 
Muscovy  may  not,  by  temptations  of  aggran-  - 
dizement  in  the  East,  become  the  active  ally 
of  the  CoTsican,  and  his  co^partner  in  the 
spoil  of  nations  ?  Who  can  assure  us,  that ' 
the  rich  provinces  of  devoted  Turkey,— -• 
prey  for  which  h^r  northern  neighbour  ha^"« 
long  manifested  the  keenest  appetite— toge- 
ther wfth  a  division  of  booty,  on  a  joint  ex- 
pedition to  the  golden  regions  beyond  the 
Indus,  may  not  purchase  a  quarrel  witi)  Eug^ 
land,  and  a  hearty  co-operatioo  with  Fratioe, 
in  her  long- meditated  tmd  favoorite  project  • 
cff  invasion  i  And  who  does  not  see  that,  in  * 
such  a  case,  every  state  upon  the  continent 
must  join  the  confederacy,  with  aU  the  for- 
ces the  two  presiding  emperors  should  please 
to  command ;  whereby  a  million  of  soldiers' 
at  lea«t  might  be  brought  against  \\s,  by> 
enemie«  in  posseiisioh  ot'  ei«ry  thing  luaH - 
time,  thfoUgiwtit  the  whole  6f  couvitiental 
Europe  J  to  wiiicb  theTftrkfsh*  6aVy  Ynight' 
at  their  pleasure  be  added  ?  These,  G^tle- 
men,  are  cotiiiideraiious;  on  whii^hyou^mity' 
do  well '  to  reflet  5  as  from  w»r  local'  isHoa- 
tion,  yours  it  is  likely  tA  be,' to^havl^  tii4  firit- 
.  tajite  of  forraidabk  im^asioh  ^  ft>r  ^Icbj.yon 
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hvitiqo  w^bII  know,  tba^  ypjir  fcmt  has  uqt 

tiaie;Wli«n,,tu  tl^i^  particular  circlu^^i;lce 
the  aUemipo  o(  goverpr^ut,  wa^/  at  my^ug- , 
gwtion  in  HKW/partifujajcly  c;ill<5^,/our  s.uc- 
c«ss»v^  adnpiuisfwtioiL^ >ajve  been  responsible 
fiirtha  oaUpn's  d^tiUf.9 }  andhowcii^y  h^ve 
acQuilted  theroseUes,u{  that  duiy,jott  ojay/ 
jiadgt^  by  what  you  see  with  yoijr  owd  eyes 
— rConskiecing,  Gentlemen,  bo4h  the  good 
that  U  necessary  to  be  done,  and  tlie  til  that 
requirea  to  be  undooe>  1  am  very  far  indeed 
from  pretending,  or  presuming,  that,  by 
lieoding  me  to  parliament,  your  condition, 
or  that  of  your  cwintry,  would  be  improved  : 
bttty  whei)  the  state  is  in  danger,  i  hold  it  to 
l^,  the  duty  of  every  man,  feeble  as  he  may 
hix, :  to  do  Lis  best  for  its  preservation  5  and 
thi#  I  ean  undertake,  tha^  should  I  become 
your  representative,  your  country's  condi- 
tion, together  with  tho6e  refornis  which  are 
itai proper  remedies,  should  unquestionable 
be  brought  un4er  parl^inej:^ary  considera* 
tion.  You  wojuld  then  at,lt;afkt  have-^what 
Xdo  not  at  present,  see-^a  chance  of  redress ; 
and  tfae.posaibility  qf  a  govemmexit  it)  fu- 
i»ne«  in  /conformity Avith  th&  principles  and 
the  wisdom  of  the  conatitution ;  instead  of 
ieeittg  your  abused  country  for  ever  at  the 
mercy  of  this  party,  or  of  that  party,  com- 
posed of  poa>bjning  great  men  with  their  pa- 
tronized adventurer^  at  their  heels,  as,  in  the 
fttrife^of  ambition  and  avarice,  tiiey  succes- 
sively rise  to  power ;  governing  but  too  uni- . 
formiy,  by  tfeleir  own  capricious  discretion, 
i|)$tead  of  constitutional  law,  by  a  prestimp- 
iious  expediency  instead  of  political  princi- 
ple 5  or  by  a  time-sprving  sycophancy,  in- 
stead of  die  loftiness  of  thought^  and  the  in* 
^ependencf  of  action,  be9oming  the  respon- 
aible.  statestfiet^  of  a  great  and  Aee  nation^ 
How^U  alike  strive  4o. strengthen  their  ca- 
bals, by  aggrandizi4]g  their  own  families,  by 
rewarding  thei:  i^r&Qual  adherent^,  by  pen- 
aioning  their  own  servants^  and  by  discharg- 
ing, in  short,  all  obligations,  of  a  personal 
Datgre,  and  ail  the  debt^i.  of  private  gratitude, 
at  the  public  expenc^,  that  is,  at  our  cost 
>yho  pay  t^  tastes,  l.  need  not  point  out  to 
yottk  Jfj  G/^tl^^en,  you  w^ted  represen- 
tativea  wl\(^./il\pi)id  be^trictly  devoted  to,  and 
impl:iciilyygftVertt<^^.b3f,  ilve^piniou^  of  any 
ppHiic^al  If^c^r^;,  4\^^  t^i^^y  should  not  be  fit 
i^r  your  st^xyipet-j  :ifH"i4vfJf <^f  J^avc  r^^probated, 
and  .^yer  sho^l i  jB^y i?*ic^J^^hservi<?^cy  j,  and 
h^>t^  eyer,been.  ku.ihe'l^btit  .^]^f  e^xpt^^i^lating 
.e4«eii.;wiih  f^h^  s^jni^ft  |:4,i;\o^*. respected, 
.whenever^  ^,4^0fe;jfe^,tliegi  ^^v^p'ingv-^rom 
i^  riSfpJ^hii  -<i44e.  ,pt:;jf;^.jti5i,\f^.iVili;diUy, 
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it  ought  to  represent)  thi^t  Tor  the  serv  ice  of 
that  people  it  was  erea 
work,   and  fuf  no  oth 
exists ',  and  on  whose  p 
ever  it  shall  be  steadily  i 
knows  it  must  dd^Mid 
good  cheer,  in  the  nope 
should  be  a  nation  of  Id 
unoxainpled  and  unheari 
lish    taxation    induce 
should  not  the  impo*iiil>i 
tide  of  corruption  by 
than  a  reformed  Hows 
come  the  general  couvic 
continually  growing  grc 
tic  power  wliicii  still  m( 
deep  into  our  thoughts- 
mi  tons  prospect  of  events  to  result  frotp  x^ 
war  tindiug  its  Wiayintp  the  bowels  jof  oujr 
country,  arouse  ail  our  apxieties  for  prev?i>f  > 
tion— rand  should  we  pot  spe^  an4  feel*  ^.pjtu 
uuder&tanjd  tlie  ,MCce;isity  of  ^^-mingour,  |^- 
pulation,  ^ccqrdlng  ,tp  t,iie,jeonfiti<Htipq,  ii'.ytjp. 
rac^n  not  tp,becoj;u^.  slaves  to  tjie  ^,cp|^d  (Ua^, 
tioi\  of  FviitKfi. ,  Ou  the;ie|  points,  oiJir  d^ii\y 
hijix^.    0:i  tt>ciie  p;),i4U8,.^, public  opif^pn  if 
daily. arid  IjH^uily  i^rowi^i^jUp,,  jindi^t  JopV. 
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advancing  to  maturUy.  What  member  of 
either  House  of  Parlianaent  can  close  hUowri 
lh\tid  against  its  entrance  ?  can  divest  him- 
felf  of  irs  influence  ?  or  cati  nrT*»st  its  course ^ 
Or  what  individual  of  those  bodies,  when  the 
question,  tmder  the  awful  sanction  of  public 
opinion,  shall  cotnthome  to  his  bosom,  shall 
bfe  capablie  of  opposing  to  the  salvation  of 
his  cpurttty,  his  ouu  little  sordid,  contempt- 
ible interests  ?  No^-Oentleraen,  in  the  Inst 
crisis  of  a  nation  demanding  freedom  and  de- 
fence, this  could  n^t  be  clone.  Here  shall 
we  «ee  the  first  revisitmg  beam  of  jgenpine 
representation  ,•  for  the  consciousncW  of  par- 
liament will  truly  represent  public  ojiinion. — 
As  a  nation,  our  affairs  have  nearly  run  to 
the  WKJPKt  that  can  be,  short  of  ruin  and  ex- 
ilnctiotk :  but  having  at  the  critical  juncture 
,  cast  from  us  that  national  wickedness  and 
reproach,  the  slave  trade,  let  us  hope,  if 
we  pcrrseverb  in  reclitode,  and  pursue  reform 
accbrdiflg  t»  the  prif.ciples  of  our  consiitu- 
lioui  which  accord  witli  tlie  laws  of  nature 
and  of  God,  that  by  his  providence  we  and 
our  cause  shall  «ot  be  cast  off;  but  that  our 
affeirstaklng^ahappy  turn,  our  liberties  and 
our  happiness  naay  be  replaced  on  their  pro- 
per basis. — ^Td  be  an  humble  in«trument  for 
attch  ends  is  all  my  ambition.  Weak, instru- 
ments, in  designs  supported  by  public 
opinion  and  the  favour  of  Providence  may  be 
employed  with  success  in  breaking  down  the 
loftiest  barriers  of  wrong,  and  in  building 
ijp  the  strongest  bulwarks  of  right. — Al- 
though, GeaUemen,  I  cannot  insult  you, 
nor  dishonour  myself  by  unworthy  acts  or 
arts  for  securing  an  election,  I  have  thought 
it  right  to  ciinvas  -,  because  it  is  fit  the 
j^lectors  should  have  an  opportunity  of  tak- 
ing pkdges  of  candidates,  foir  a  faithful  per- 
.ibrmance  of  duty,  in  case  of  becoming  re- 
presentatives .-*-0n  the  nature  of  a  canvas 
you  already  know  my  sentiments.  1  shall 
not.  therefore  feel  myself  intltled  to  any  vote 
imless  nt  the  t^me  of  polling,  the  par^  can 
then  give  it  with  a  perfect  consciousness  of 
fiihilliiig  to  his  country  the  sacred  duty  of 
an  elector,  in  the  choice  of  those  who  are 
tpbe  law  makers  and  guardians  of  the  liber- 
ties of  the  naiion. — ^The  witty  Doctor  South, 
beiag  of  opinion  that  m  covetousnes  there  is 
a^  much  folly  ai  thc're  is  sin,  tells  the  miser 
in  one  of  hU  sermons,"  that  'tig  bad  occono- 
my  td  be  diranad  to  save  charges.  Now  it 
Ss  to  be  observed^  that  llie  money  for  which 
the  miser  runs  his  risk,  he  really  gets  5 
whereas  I  have  heard  of  electors  who,  ever 
-  risiking  all  the  consequences  of  doing  wrong 
W^not  likelr  to  get  the  promised  reward. — 
"Ibat  you,  on  whomsoever  your  ciioice  of 
renre^cniativcs  may  at  any  time  lallj  m^  on 
9U  occasions  secure  to  yourselvesj^  byyotzjc 


conduct,  not  only  the  inward  satisfaction, 
but  the  praise  of  both  integrity  and  wisdom, 
is  the  sincere  prayer  of^  Gentlemen,  your 
friend  and  well-wisher,  John*  Cartwkigut^ 
7i^sday,2Q(hyipri/,  IbO?. 

CRAKGE    OF    MINISTRY. 

Address  to  tke  Inhaiitants  of  S*m'.hattpfon. 
**  Nullius  ttddvctus  jurarc  in  verba  magistu." 
Fellow  citizens,-*— We  are  invite^ 
t>)'  the  Corporation  of  Southampton  to  join 
>vi<h  tliem  at  thih  particular  juncture  in  ail 
Addiess  to  His  Majesty,  expres«iive-.^f  put 
*'  grattJuL  senh  of  ike  manijbfril/essings  <vr- 
joyed  under  his  auspicious  gwemment  ;^ 
which  they  have  '*  rf solved*'  to  present; 
whether  we  join  in  those  expressions  or 
not.  Now,  fellow  citizens,  although  tlie 
Mayor  and  Corporation  be,  as  certainly  they 
are,  the  fittest  persons  in  tliis  kingdom,  per- 
haps in  the  world,  to  govern  us,  we  may  re- 
spectfully entertain  a  doubt  whether  they 
are  equally  lit  to  think  for  us,  and  to  com- 
pose for  us.  Had  the  vessel  of  coitgratula- 
tion  Xa  His  lifaje^ty  sailed  only  in  ballasl|  ot 
had  she  contained  a  cargo  which  a  pnvfl^ed 
bottom  would  justly  neutralize,  I  for  on* 
would  have  suffered  her  to  pass  ^lapDlested 
under  the  flag  of  loyalty,  and  would  evert 
havc-^ded  her  ^putsei  but  as  her  l^ip^  . 
consists  of  an  assortment  of  articles,  /airJy 
subjecting  her  to  a  scrutiny,  and  a  demur- 
rake,  we  will  exercise  the  right  of  search,  in 
a  hasty  page,  before  we  suffer  her  to  proceed 
on  her  voyagje.— -I  need  scarcely  premise;  '^• 
that  in  presenting  ^address  at  this  junc-  » 
TURE,  we  autherffecate*our  unqualiiiad  ap- 
probation of  three  great  public  Pleasures,— 
that  of  the  rejection  of  the  petitions  of  thf 
Catholics,  that  of  the  dismissal  ot'  the  kte 
Ministers,  and  the  appointment  of  the  pre- 
sent as  their  successors.— On  the  first :  tht 
policy  of  dissatisfying  the  catholics  is,  ajt 
least,  extreineTy  equivocal,  and  the  event 
may  prove  it  very  fatal.  The  wisdom  of  ii 
proceeding  of  government  may  well  be  qites^ 
tioned,  M'hich,  as  it  affects  a  laf^e  body  of 
the  people, .  diminishes  their  attachment  t^  . 
it,  and  ejttinguishes  HOPE, — that  proper- 
ty which  Provid(?nce  has  beneficently  bc^ 
stowed  upon  those  of  his  creatures  who  hav6 
no  other,  and  which  is  a  substitute  for  all.— 
It  might  possibly  not  have  been  prudent  Id 
grant  in  toto  the  prayer  of  .the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  or  even  tograiftt^tpresenf^iny  Mft  ' 
of  it:  but  it  is  dearly  iijwrudent  to  dei(lare 
to  a  great  muss  of  the  na^i*  laboufin^  tm- 
der disabilities,  that  the  v0||h|uestiah  cl  re- 
moving them,  however  theirjoyalry  may  de- 
aarve  it,  SHALL  NEV£Ti  fea  AGAIN  mscu^- 
&ED  ! !  Suc|i  an.  annunciation  appeaYs  th« 
more  injurious^  as  tlie  pretext  ifor  issuiiig  ^ 
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was  of  no  manner  of  importance.    We  all  .  than  to  their  doctrine.— The  next  topic  is  the 
know  that  one  p^rtof  the  wtthdrjnjv'n  mea-  j  diTOVissed  ministry.     We,  many  of  us,  felloe 


snrc  was  to  grant  to  the  Catholicfl  in  this 
countn%  whete,  from  their  comparative  few- 
ness, th^y  never  can  be  dangerous,  a  security 
against  penalties  and  prosecntions,  Trom 
which  rhey  are  exempted  i)y  law  in  Ireland, 
wherein  from  their  great  comparative  pre - 
ponderance  they  might,  if  evil-disposed,  be 
extremely  dangerou"*.  The  other  object  of 
the  measure  was  potent  to  do  good,  was  cal- 
culated to  animate  honourable  ambition  and 
to  coufinn  loyalty  j  but  was  absolutely  im- 
potent of  any  possible  mischief:  I  mean  the 
empowering  officers  to  bold  tlie  situation  of 
general  on  the  staff,  Sec.  with  some  other  ci* 
vii  distinctions.  But  the  former  being  of  the 
most  importance,  and  most  anticipated  dan- 
ger, I  will  alone  cohsider  it.  On  this  sub- 
ject, fellow  citizens,  it  will  be  sufficient  to 

"observe,  that  a  general  officer,  however  dis- 
tinguished for  courage,  talents,  and  pr6te8- 
T.vNTfsM,  although  he  may  have  been  fifiy 
years  a  general,  can  alone  be  put  on  the  statf 
by  the  special  appouuinent  of  His  Majesty, 
and  who  can,  without  assigning  any  reason, 

.  the  next  moment  dismiss  him  from  it.  He 
can  never  attain  it  by  merit,  or  seniority,  or 
by  any  plher  naeans*  but  ,the  King's  agpoint- 
inent :  by  whicli^ole  authority,  persons,  in- 
credible as  it  may  appear  to  us  in  this  bc- 
nigtuone^  li^e  bee^Tcnown  in  former  reigns 
to  be  empfuytMi  as  gciierals  on  the  statf^ 
whose  Christianity,  courage,  and  talents, 
were  never  discerned  but  by  the  gracious 

.  mind  which  appointed  them.  As  officers 
then  of  a  loyal  army,  ihey  never  could  be 
dangerolts  to  tiie  govern hient.  without  the 
consent  of  the  Crown ,  and  it  is  obvious  that 
a  KBBEL  Irisii  arm\  would  not^look  to  a  Bri- 
tish act  of  parliament  for  the  r(uali  ft  cations  of 
its  comnianders.  I  can  therefore  see  no 
Jpredlcament,  whether  loyal  or  rebellious, 
M^herein  the  measure  in  question  would  have 
made  the  Cathplic^  more  dangerous  than 
they  are  already.     I  discard  this  poiht  with 

'  one  question, — who  are  the  persons  whom 
ye  dismiss  to  secret  and  eternal  discontent  ? 

'  are  tijey  three  or  four  millions  of  our  bravest 
population, — composing  a  vast  proportion  of 
tlie  defenders  of  oar  cgantry  actuaI/Ly  in 
arms!!! — With  regard  to  any  real  appre- 
bepsion'of  danger  to  our  religion  on  the  part 
of  the  ^lergy^  on;^  cannot  believe  that  they 
feel  it :  I  mc^atiie.\stjr)sible  part  of  them. 
1  lie  rage  of  cajliJ'JjG-  or  proteslant  prosely- 
llsm  fs,  in  tliFs^l  of  Europe  at  least,  ex- 
pib<Jedj|  and  J^jLiii)  myhclt  a  sincere  well- 
wisher  to  theT^bJished  retprmed  chnrch,  1 
should  be  sorry  to  ste  \\ic  misplaced  zeal  of 

^  the  clcrey  im^ted  by  er^mtejrto  apprehen- 

.  *ioiis  ui^iin^^sr  id  thei/eiJo^ments  rather 


citizens,  congratulated  the  Country  on  their 
accession  to  power,,  because  Ave  regard^ 
them  as  men  pledged  to  capital,  c^^isures  of 
public  freedom  and  utility.  .  We  must  wilk- 
proportionate  sorrow  have  seen  (Jieqi  aban^ . 
don  many  of  fhy^  measures  j  and  public 
favour  could  not  in  any  degree  have  left 
them,  if  they  had  nof  left  tlieir  principles. 
In  bringing  forward  tlie  catholic  claims, 
however,  they  brought  foiward  a  vitally  im- 
portant njeasure  in  redemption  of  on^  of 
their  own  solemn  pledges :  but  this  measure^ 
thus  brought  forward,  we  had  the  regret  to 
see  them  withdraw,  out  of  an  alledged  but 
false  delicacy  to  the  prejudices  and  scrupk^ 
ot  the  Sovereign.  Where*?  we  e^^pected 
that  men  of  a  high,  sense  of  (public  honour 
would  not  have  withdrawn  their  Baeasure^ 
but  would  have  withdrawn  theni$elv^ !. 
Yet  it  l»  singular,  or  ought  to  be  ao,  and  ^8 
certainly  moitifying,  to  perceive,  that  the 
late  ministry  having  flourished  in  the  favour 
of  the  Crown,  under  mauy  turns  of  tergiver- 
s^ion,  sliould  have  been  ostensibly  dismiss- 
ed for  an  attempt  to  maintain  their  consist- 
ency and  their  honour  in  the  only  grand  /«- 
Utical  instance  in  which  they  apjiear  tq  have 
recollected  either.  It  is  then  on  this  ac- 
count, that,  though  we  may  feel  no  high  re- 
gret at^their  dismisj^al,  we  must  1  egret,  that 
this  dismissal  has  been  the  cx)nsequeu(ie,  of 
an  honourable  and  meritorious  part  of  their 
conduct  (whether  wise  or  otherwise),  and 
with  this  natural  sentimenl  on  aeving  an  a^ 
of  honour  and  principle  cuiu verted  into  an 
instrument  for  the  punishment  of  its  au* 
thors,  we  cannot  creditably  congratulate  hit 

Majesty  upon  it. Liistly,  fellow  citizens^ 

there  c^n  be  no  question  of  the  right  of  the 
King  to  change  his  ministers  as  ot'ten  as  his 
shirt,  or  his  residence. — It  is  perhaps  the 
only  irresponsible  (and  kbcessarilt  iRRf  • 
•  ponsible)  political  act,  he  can  e\ercise  j  I 
say  NECKSSAKiLY,  bccause.  It  is  an^act,  lie 
can  only  exercise  himself  And'tJic  attempt 
to  bring  his  qoN6TiTUTiON.\L  ^personal 
ErXRRciSE  of  this  right  widiiu  the  lipiite  of 
an  advised  measure,  is  a  pure  i.^ous  J9- 
•phism  1 1  is  the  clear  doctriiiii  Vi^flii  con- 
stitution,  that  the  responsible  jfdviser  of  the 
Crown  must  be  an  official  one  j  and  what 
official  adviser  can  llje  King  have  to  dismiss 
his  ministers,  unless  hrs  'very  mliii'^ters 
themselves  ?  for  no  body  else  can  give  htm 
responsible  advice,  until  these  are  actuahy 
dtsiuissxl,  and  their  successors  are  appoiw- 
ed ;  -who  consequently  become  his  subse- 
quent, but  not  liis  precedent  advisers.*i*Sat 
however  disgutei  we  may  be  with  the«e*fac* 
tioBS  comeutii/DS,  in  which  our,  thfe  p(?ople^». 
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pleasure  that  I  ob?erve.with  what  ardoar  the 
Protestants  o^  tbls^jcoiintry  ^with  tfie  excep- 


interests  are  never  once  thought  of,  we 
^ght  to  coasider^  thiit  the  disapproving  df 
the  selfljJiiiess  bf  one  set  of  men  is  a  very 
different  matter  from  otir  cohgratnlating 
His  Kbjesty  on  t^e  choice  he  has  made' or 
alidi^er.  Had.  our  Worthy  Corporation  met 
to  corigra^dlate  each  other  On  this  change  of 
therftf/wslfaffef  hJ^PoUfer,  tbefe  would  have 
been  ^rhething  verj'  pleasant,  and  very  na- 
tarajlo  it.  But  when  the  respectable  ihha- 
bftants  of  this  considei^bfe  Town  ghe  their  ' 
sandnon  and  name  tb  ah  act  of  the  Corpora- 
•  troOf  an  address  so  conjointly  voted",  carries 
wilfe  It  .ah  Ipiposing  Impertahce,  mfluential 
updn  other  places,  liable  to  be  tx)nverted, 
a»1t  wHI  be,  ntto  ah  instrument  of  ministe- 
rral  knpport,  a(id  ^^hicli  misj^adihg  his  Ma- 
jesty as  to  I'h^  bpthiohs  which  luh  people 
have  actually  fotm^  of  his  recent  measures, 
carmot  but  tend  to  derafccfc  bis  gov^ernment. 
-*-Thrnking  then  a$  independent  men  must 
tMnk,  bf  mafriy  of  the  i?neasure^  of  the  Tate 
xntnistry,  w^  raay  be  assumed;  when  we  have 
read  t^^lr  names,  that  the  present  will  not  * 
be  itiore  ffure,  mote  disinterested,  or  more 
jj^triotic  J  and  looking  With  a  natural  anxiety 
«ii  the  prospects 'bl  the  empire  5' on  the 
energies  Which  menace,  and  on  those'which 
«re  to  defend  us,  we  can  see  nothing  in  the 
present  juncture,  on  which  we  can  congra- 
tulate hSsliiajesfy  or  the  Coantry.— ; — 1  am 
a^are,  it'will  be  observed,  that  1  do  no  good 
in  finding  faiilt ;  that  I  object  to  the  two 
acttiald^w (rac/#fi  and  Bidders  for  the  loan 
rf  power  and  office;  but  do  not  point  out  a 
thirdj  Who  will  offer  better  terms  for  the 
iViblic.  Bat  fellow  citizens  what  would  be 
th^  epithets  we  should  deserve  for  the  pre- 
sumption of  attempting  to  point  out  an  ad- 
ministration !  AH  we  can  do,  and  what  we 
have  a  right  to  do^  is  to  refuse  the  sanction  [ 
of  our  concdrrence  to  a  measure,  which  we 
may  think  does  not  deserve  it. — I  conclude 
in  the  words  of  a  great  foreign  philosopher 
*'  II  est  beau  d'ecrire  ce  qu*on  pense,  c'est 
le  privilege  de  rLumaie."-*— J.  C.  WoK- 

THINQTON. 


rot  9  very  fe^^.  w^ose  motives  and  inte- 
s  we  may  not  be  abj 


•CATHOLIC    CLAIMS. 

Sib,— —As    the  Catholic  question    has 

again  become  the  topic  of  discussion  in  your 

valuable  Register,  I  must  beg  to  intrude 

upon  you  a  few  lines,  as  it  seems  the  duty  of 

^^ry  Protestant  who  feels  anxious  for  the 

support  of  ^  regular  government,  social  or- 

■  **  der,  and  our  ko\y  religion,**  (do  not  sus- 

p4ct  me,  Mr.  Cobbett,  to  be  a  relative  of 

Jbhn  Bowles)  to  lend  what  assistance  he  may 

^ '  be  able  in  "preventing  the  encroachments  of  a 

'^religious  persoabloh  which  he   apprehends 

ifcrfirij^in^tendtonndermtne  so  valuable 

tfB5irii;itt»K"it  is,' therefore,  with  singular 


tion" 

rests  we  may  notice  able  tb.probe,  and  of 
whom  wi  bugfat^O  1)t  extremely  wary,  cir- 
carofpect,  and  J^aloiis)  step  ^forward  to  sup- 
port ilie  cdnsciehtious  and  paternal  care  of 
the  Sovereign  from  preventing  that  ruin  to 
our  religious  eslaWishment,  as  well  as  that 
imminent  peril  in   which  the  constitution 
would  be  placed,  by  allowing  to  Catholics 
the  liberty  of  legislating,  a  measure  which 
would  by  necessary  consequence  ItaiJ  to  the 
introd\ict ion  of  all  the  errors,  all  the  absur- 
dities, and  intolerant  prindplea  of  Catholic- 
ism,  with  its  farcical,  but  dangerous  and 
crafty  attendants  transubstantiation,  auricu- 
lar confession,   and  the  infallibility  of  the 
successors  of  Samt  Petgr  j  priests  who  have 
excited  every  raiiotial  m^n'9  indignation  for 
their  wantonness,  of  cbnduct  while  filling 
the  papal  chair  in  the  plenitude  of  their  pow- 
er, and  when  in  their  decline,  for  ihei  slavish 
subserviency'  which  they  have  manifested  in 
becoming  the  mere  spirililal.aid-de'-<praps  of 
an  usurper,  travelling  at  his  conpm and  o'er 
Alpine  snows  to  fill  the  despicalife  ^charac- 
ters of  ^  religious  mouiatebanl^  wheiieyer  the 
craifty  policy  of  the  tyrant  has  dcern^d  it  ne- 
cessary to  beguile  an^fenslaved  people  with 
some  poinpons  procession.     With   inspect. 
Sir,  to  the  rehgion  jtself,  can  there  be  any- 
thing more  revolfmg  to  the  urider^anding, 
than  the  assertion  that  a  class  of  men  are  pe-^ 
culiarly  under  tlie  guidance  of  our  Saviour, 
are  blessed  with  (he  inspiration  of  that  grace^ 
which  renders  them  infallible,  when  we  ob- 
serve them  at  one  period  of  history  adopting 
a  line  of  conduct  more  consonant  with  the 
inveterate  sinner  than  the  Christian  ;  and  at 
another,  stooping  to  a  voluntary  debasement 
of  soul  which  would  meet  with  scorn  and  in- 
dignation  from   an   English  shopkeeper  — 
Sir,  your  correspondent  Simplicius»  has  my 
thanks  for  a  very  excelfent  and  instructive 
letter,  in  which  he  has  Unfolded  soine  of  the  ^ 
principle  tenets  of  the  Cathollp  faith^  and 
though  he  has  roused   (he  virulence  of  the 
orthodox  Catholic  of  Hampsfead,  who' re-* 
quests  Simplicius   to  shake  off  the  di^st  of. 
At)erdeen,  that  he  may  acquire  (I  presume) 
the  Catholic  polish,  I  trust  that  Simplicr^s 
possesses  more  nenx  than  to  be  intimidated 
with  the  irony  or  overweening  inipci-titJience 
of  any  Catholic  writer^  and  that  undismayed  - 
he  will  continue  to  point  out  the  fallacie?  rf 
the  Romish  religion,  by  whjch  \yill  be  dis-. 
cerned  how  inimical  its  principles ^e^to any, 
rational  civil  governmeni,   and  still  mw^  to- 
a  limited  monarchy  like  bur  owhi^'  a  tjjsifc 
which  Simplicius  seems  so  well  ible -to  flcrV 
form.    A,  B/^fo  |iis  ahaiize^^^  % 
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SunpriciUs,  aiid  reHe^ated  such  parts  pf  it  as 
he  toatid  mosi  convenient  tP  combat,,  otnit- 
ted  l^ovyever  to  repeat  the  oath  wbicU.Sim-. 
^icius  informed  uf  is  t<ikeo  by  a  Catbplic 
bisho(>  Hi  his  consecration  i  and  wbicb^  as  it 
•<^eius  to  me  so  unequivocally  .to  describe 
th^  glootpy,,  the  Jnsidipus, .  lite  persecuting 
cra<^uy  pi  the  Catholic  professors  of  the  go$- 
pel^  I  rtiust  request  your  indulgence  to  ^ate 
it  again }  '/  tlie  bishop  i^we^rs  jp  the  most 
*'  soIeni»  manner  possible,  that  he  will  from 
*'  that  Uoiir  forward  be  faithful  .and  obe- 
"  client  to  Saint  peter  and  to  the  Holy 
•'  Church  of  Rome,  and  to  his  Lord  ifu 
*'  Pope  J  and  his  successors  canon  icaily  en - 
*'  tering  :  that  the  piipacy  of  Rome,  the  / 
•*'  rult^s  of  the  holy  fall^ers^  and  the  regalities 
**  oi  Saint  Peter,  he  will  ke^p,  maintain, 
"and  dck:n^  ag^nst  all  men:  that  the 
*'  rights,  privileges,  and  authorities  of  the 
**  HoHian  church,  arid  of  the  Pope,  and  of 
*'  his  8uccess(jrs,  he  will  cause  to  be  con- 
•'  served,  defended,  augniented,  and  pro- 
'*  mofed,  and  that  heretics ,  scklsm<^U€s,  and 
*^  rebels  to  the  l^oly  Father^  and  his  succesr 
*'  S9rs  he  will  resist,  and  t(%  his  power  jert 
'*  SECUTE."  Sir,  A.  B.  informs  us  that  he 
has  n^i  inquired  into  the  correctness  of  the 
stateu)eut  of  tlie  oath,  ami  begs  from  his 
silence  it  may  not  be  concluded  to  be  au- 
thentic >  but  can  it  be  for  a  momei>t  criN 
diled,  that  A.  B.  who  Ikis  laboured  with 
such  as!>tdu!ty  to  combat  all  the  other  parts 
of,  SinijiJicius's  statement,  should  not  have 
.ascertained  whether  so  momentous  a  passage 
as  that  which  con taiiis  the  oath  in  question, 
was  or  was  i.ot  accurately  given  ;  but,  when 
we  look  back  to  the  former  letters  of  A.  B., 
and  perceive  him  so  initiated  into  the  very 
nnnutice  of  the  Romish  Arcni^a,  that  it 
raises  more  tlian  a  doubt,  whether  he  be  not 
himself  a  functionary  of  the  Catholic  church; 
we  cannot  so  idt  indulge  him,  as  to  gi\e  the 
least  credence  io  his  pretended  want  of  in- 
formation; and  Simplicius's  statement  of 
the  oath  must  be  taken  at  present  as  irrefra- 
igably  true  :  but  I  cannot  pass  over  without 
a  few  words  the  mode  in  which  A,  B.  at- 
tempts to  parrv  the  blow  whic-h  Simplicius 
has  given  with  this  oath  to  the  Catholic 
claims,  and  which  to  the  merit  of  the  chari- 
table and  humane,  most,  I  imagine,  elfect 
Iheir  quietus.  He  says,  he  intends  to  com- 
pare th«  oath  as  stated  by  Simplicius,  .with 
that  required  from  graduates  in  the  English 
Universities,  and  whifh  A.  B.  states  wiH  be 
*V."."J^-*^^"«*lJy  "  pregnant  with  the  utmost 
possible  Hi  I  beniliiy,  absurclity,  and  cruelty/* 
(an(f  here,  by  the  bye,  Ipt  me  aJiV,; whether 
it  has  ^he  leajit  shade  of  probability,  that 
^.' B.  who:^i|vows  himsejf  a  CatMiv,  should 
be  better  ^acquaint^d  With^tTie  oath'iequired 
Irora  a  graduate  in  ai)  Enjli^h  Univeisiiy, 


than,  that  required  from  a  bishc^iQ  bispwi*, 
church.  .1  notice  this  to  give  a  slight  idea  pC 
Catholic.  Aro/<r5ji«Jiy,  protestations^  and  (Xf^r; 
surances!)     But,  what  if  thq  E»gli»^/gr»p 
duate*s  oath  should  be  i^ibcra^,^u^d♦  f^nA 
cruel;  is  th^t  an  argument  t&it  we^  iifipu)(i« 
add  to  it,  more  iUiberalii^,  meie  absnr4»t)j^. 
and  uapre  cruelty:  it  migh^  be  a.  very  (air, - 
argumeut  to  sbew   that  tl>ere  otsgbt  to  te 
acme  jreformatioo  m  a  gradiucte^  .eoth,<  btft ' 
that  such  a  reformation  ^an  be  br^i^ht^bout 
by  addmg  error  to  error,  apd  absurdity  to  ab-». 
surdity ;  will  require  more  thae    Catholic:, 
ingenuity  to  establish.     Now,  Sir,,  let  ,ro<? 
ask  whether  in  the  face  qf  si^b  an  path  -^ 
Simplicius  has  stated,  wf^.cap  jisteo  wiiljipnt. 
indignation  at  Catliolic   prqfes&ipnji:  $t  as-; 
surances  that  they  have  rf tiquwed  tbe  .dpc-  f 
trixie  of  paranrvount  po,wcr|,^i  the.Pi4;)e^.atulJ 
the  perse£ut*om  of  lieretif^^  ^owijd  we  permijcl 
our5ekves,.  credulous  a^  we  aff^  j^vei^  ^'^y 
proverb^  to  b^  Imposed  Mpon  yit)^  sixci  at-- 
surariKes  (under.  Uke   cifcunistaxices)  frota^ 
jitty  men,  more  peculiarly  (j^om  tko^.wjio. 
have  the  advantage  of  indulgence  fir  dhsi^', 
mulalwn^  and  wjen  those  prpfessvons-  |i<)t^ 
ottly  contradict  their  oaths,  Jjut  tbf^ 'co»ciV^^ 
rewi  practice  and  habits  of  (he  Catholics  for.. 
ages.     Sir,  as  a  right  .uiMierst^oding  of  eyegr ' 
subjt?ct  is  esoeutialTy  n^oessiiry  tojUie  feii  db-' 
cussiou  of  it )  and  as  the  Cathplic  f|i^e3iion  is 
of  all  others  the  most  important  foraa  En*.^ 
glishman's  consideration,  and^  tljercfore,  tlve  ^ 
more  necessary  to  be  well  understood  ;  ap4 
as  it  is  not  improbable  ilii»t  when  the,  sii-  ^ 
ject  is  considered  in  its  true  Ugbt,  there. wiil" 
be   found   no  disinterested  Protestant  jpra-- 
claiming  himself  its  supporter,  it  wiM  bwp  re- 
quisite clejirly  to  comprehend  the  objei^  <#f 
the   Calholi 
brought  for 
artful  disguii 
under    the 
sometimes, 
his  last  letlei 
ral  Toleratii 
times  we  hi 
propriety  ot 
Sir,  these  vi 
all  artificial 
Protestant  ii 
lies  desire  i 

fuse  :  but  they  do^ut  ill  fatjitji  coijy^*}»jt<i'll% 
understanding  the  s.g^^^ye*^  iJjea '*jf  Wj^r^^^ 
Catholics  really  aim  ;fi.j  .aVijWe.i?^ir  icpij>i'^» 
diately  perceive  /wJiei^AT^^^jcynf^  Wq 
lure  of  theCafjiiQlJiCj^if^j^ 
understood  {(f/fi  thp,4ij^^^^j;appe1g[^%*( 

that  have  b^^}iS'WA^}^W^W^^^^^H^ 
C^ihohq^  rel^Sfl,..fm  Jje^^ffi-J^J^^ifWi^lft^r 

CISC  ^of  It;    and  a  liberal   (•leratio  i,  if   it 
I  mean  any  thing,  caa   mer-ii  uo  more  thau 
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that  the  Catholic  should  be  permitred 
to  follow  his  religion  without  any  inter- 
position from  the  state  —but  that  toleration 
-tbey  enjoy  already  to  the  fullest  extent— no 
pains,  no  penalties,  no  restrictive  laws, 
forbid  the  catholic  to  worfchip  his  Maker 
in  such  manner  as  the  holy  Ibrras  of  his 
religion,  or  the  philosophy  (?f  his  own  mind 
may  dict;ite  ;  and  that  loo  vith  all  the  en- 
lightened concouitinnt  excdK'Ucics,  ot  light- 
ed candles,  masses, '  holy  wntcr,  groans, 
•absolution,  and  auricular  confessions  j  s6 
far  then  as  religion  requires,  the  catholic 
is  tolerated,  and  liUeraily  tolerated;  but 
when  he  insists  on  the  temporal  power  of 
tfa«  pope;  when  he  requires  our  civil 
magistrates  to  4istcn  to  any  interference  of 
such  a  nature,  that  is  certainly  a  tolera- 
tion (if  it  can  be  distorted  hito  such  a  term) 
•  to  which  a  British  protestant  can,  I  appre- 
hend, nev^^'ield  while  one  ray  of  wisdom 
is  left  i.im.  He  reyolts,  and  rationally  so, 
at  the  idea  of  the"  rich  murtherer  resisting 
the  just  vi^iration  of  the  laws,  by  appear- 
ing clothed  in  the  ho/y  vestment  of  a  dis- 
pensation, which  h'.s  wealth  has  enabl(*d 
him  to  purchase  from  some  venal  successor 
of  Sant  Peter. — As  to  catholic  emancipu- 
lion*— that  imp  ies  a  release  from  the  chains 
of  s)  ver)' J  bat  \s  the  catholic  in  bondage  ? 
How  oecv  ptious  then  is  such  a  term  !  that 
-t}>e  catholic  is  libt rally  tolerated  no  man  c*an 
oontradisct ;  thai  he  is  pormiired  even  to 
ejcert  a  criminal  zeal  for  conversion  wi-th 
impunity,  it  has  been,  and  probably  for 
some  time  miy  be,  the  misfortune  of  many 
families  to  lettify.  Instances  are  not  uii- 
fi'equent  where  English  humanity  has  recei- 
ved into  its  family  some  cat'-jolic  tutor, 
whose  urgent  solicitations  have  gained  him 
the  office,  and  whose  only  gratitude  for 
jrear»  of  kindness  and  benevoltMice,  has 
been  the  surreptitious  conversron  of  the 
children  of  his  benefactors  from  the  pro- 
testant to  the  catholic  faith.  1'his  ingrati- 
tude, this  dishonourable  return  for  accumu- 
lated acts  of  kindness,  (much  to  be  lamentcci) 
is  permitted  with  impunity;  and  the 
catliolic  ingrate,  having  thus  disturbed 
the  peace  ot  one  family,  is  allowed  to 
act  his  insidious  deceptions  in  that  of  ano- 
ther. But  what,  let  me  ask,  is  (he  condition 
•©f  a  protestant  in  a  catholic  country;  what 
■was  his  condition  when  the  Roraisli  power 
"Was  at  its  zenith,' and  catholic  incen^«  visi- 
ted tie  heavens  from  the  altars  of  almost 
every  civilized  country  in  Europe  ?  Why,  ilio 
poor  protestant  who  ventured  even  in  Aleut 
seclusion  to  adore  lis  Creator  with  hunJiity, 
was  ferreted  out  by  those  nnscreants  chiiod 
theiuqniaft^^rs  of  the  holy  faith,  and  roasted 
nfoK-^-lv    at    an    '^nro-tl    f'      fo     tij^     'rt-<r 

■■    -     ^    i-        I.'  ■,.'"'<, 
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amiusement  of  some  thousand  orthodox  pr#- 
fcssors  of  the  mercies  of  but  Redeemer* 
But,  Mr.  Cobbett,  it  is  tioae  we  should  remove 
these  disguises,  and  teH  our  protestant 
countrymen,  that  the  catholic  aim  is  to  iie- 
come  legislators;  to  become  on?  lawgivers ; 
and,  if  that  were  to  be  allowed,  what  would 
be  the  more  than  probable  consequence; 
would  it  not  be  more  than  probable  that 
the  catholic  lawgiver,  rooted,  in  all  the  pre- 
judices of  his  religion,  should  endeavour 
to  introduce  its  attendant  excellencies  and 
emheilishments^  Is  it  not  natural  that  he 
should  endeavour  to  pass  a  law^  authorizing 
English  catholic  bishops  (for  tlwjse  we  shau' 
certainly  have)  to  fulminate  bulls  iex  cathe- 
dra ;  to  gi^e  us  an  a<;t  of  parliament  enacting 
the  exercise  of  auriculai;  confession  in  the 
cabinet  of  the  monarch ;  and  possibly  another 
appropriating  inchisively  Salisbury-plain,  Bod 
Smith  field- market  for  that  delicious  ret>3st, 
an  auto-de-f<6 ;  and  that  all  the  liberal  poli- 
cy of  our  revered  Queen  Mary  would  again 
be  revived  to  our  great  satisfaction  and 
quiet.  If  there  be  any  so  disgusted  with  our 
constitution,  and  religion,  as  cstablisitedat  the 
revolution,  that  the  introduction  of  catholic 
ix>\ver  is  to  them  a  thing  desirable;  if  they 
wish  tomakecatholics'legislatoTs,  catholics  the 
■king's  advisers,  catholics  commanders  of  our 
army  and  navy,  lot  me  ask  the  men  who 
so  think  and  tieel  upon  what  principle  tb^ 
catholics  should  be  excluded  from  Ibe 
throne  ?  Sir,  the  supporters  of  the  catho- 
lic mea<>ures,  ccnscious  that  the  wantonly  h^ 
zarding  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  the 
.safety  of  the  constitution,  would  meet  with 
repulse  from  the  least  sagacious  amongBt  us, 
have  artfully  introduced  the  plea  of  necessity; 
and  we  are  nsked,  whether,  in  tlie  present 
situation  of  affairs,  it  is  not  important  that 
four  millions  ot  his  majesty's  subjects  should 
be  united  wi*th  the  rest  in-  defence  of  the 
counfr)^;  Sir,  in  answer  to  this,  I  would  de^ 
marid,  uhcther  the  freedom  oj  religipn,  of 
trade,  /;/>,  property,  wife,  and  cidldreir, 
have  not  been  ever  lield  as  stimiUi — in  the 
breast  of  a  christian,  powerful  enough  to  in* 
duce  him,  \V\\\\  hand  and  heart,  to  resist  the 
encroachments  of  an  invader.  If  there  be 
any  person 5,  Sir,  whom  these  things  canqoit 
rou^e  in  deteuce  of  their  country,  can  ^e 
be  so  credulous  as  to  believH3  that  the  mere 
possibility  of  four  persons,  in  the  class  of 
f  Hif  millions  10  which  liie  cnih  >lic  belcn^^ 
bccf^HTing  members  of  parliament,  or  ofii- 
cers  of  ihe  staff,  is  iik.4y  to  produce  any 
b.ntiT  eiloct  on  constitutions  so  phiegmatia 
We  have  only  tu  ro^m.Yv.i  \\,c   ni    pr-skion  to 
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TO   TH£ 

RT.  HON.  SPENCER  PERCEVAL. 
Letter  I. 

Upon  the  "  appeal  to  the  Fenple,**  the 
"  nhligntions  under  which  the  Crown  is 
held,''  and  upon  the  "  Danger  to  the 
Churchr 

Si«, As  ihe  series  of  letters,  of 

which  this  is  the  first,  may,  probably,  ex- 
tend to  a  considerable  length,  I   think  it 
right  to  say,  by    way  of   preface,  a  fe\v 
Words,  as  to  the  light,  in  which  I  view  ihe 
person^  to  whom  they  are,  or  will  be,  ad- 
dressed.— --As  far  as  relates  to  private  cha- 
racter, which  always  ought  to  be  duly  con- 
lidered  when  we  are  estimating  the  worth 
of  public  men,  I  can,  of  course,  possess  no 
other  knowledge  of  you  than  that  which  has 
reached  me   froni   mere  report  5  t)ut,  it  is 
generally  believed,  thnt,  as  to  all  the  con- 
cerns and  relationships  of   private  life,  it 
would  be  diffio^lt  to  find  a  better  man  -than 
yourself}    and,  in  -  this  belief,  I  sincerely 
join.    As  to  public  concernf ,  as  there  re- 
quires but  very  little  more,  in  a  minister, 
(for  you  are  now    the  minhier)  of   this 
coumry,  than   Btiict  honesty,  a  clear  under- 
slandiog,    common    powers  of  convincing 
others,  mdnstry  sach  as  is  necessary  in  com- 
mon life,  love  of  country,  and  resolution  to 
do  that  which  the  constitution  demands,  I 
should  have  jio  doubt  of  your  being  fit  for 
the  situation,  were  I  not  afraid,  that  the 
lures  of  ambition  and  your  W9nt  of  intrinsic 
political   weight,    naa^   possibly  drag  you 
aloi^  step  by  step^  m  the  paths  wherein 
your  prsdeceMorii)    for  twenty -three  years 
past,  have  ipvariably    trodden.*  That  you 
would  not  voluntarily  join  in  those  deed3  of 
corruption,  which  are  s^ch  a  disgrace  to  the 
government  and  the  country,,  and  which 
have,  at  last,  brought  the  latter  to  the  briuk 
of  ruin,  political  as  well  as  pecuniary,  J  be- 
lieve \  but,  when  a  man  has  once  staked  his 
^rtuneupon  the  maintenance  of  any  princi* 
ile  or  any  wurty,  and  particularly  if  he  has 
persuaded  himself  that  to  maintain  the  same 
IS  for  the  public  good,  he  is  very  apt  to  yield 
to  the^solicitations  of  those  by  whom  he  is 
surr9unde4y  juid,  ul^en  the  necessity  occurs, 
to  regard  tOoA  p^  as  sanctifying  the  m^;.s. 


'- [8^8 

I  do  not  believe,  that,  for  the  Im^e  of  tha 
thing,  you  would  wish  to  see  your  country 
bent  down   under  an  inexorable  tyranny.^ 
but,  1  may  think,   and  I  do  think,  that  you 
are  too  mu^:h  of  the  opinion,  that  fear;  and 
not  love,  is   the  principle  by  .which  we  arc 
to  be  governed,  and,  of  course,  that  your 
reliance,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  govern*- 
ing  powers,  is  much  more  upon  coercive 
than   persqasive    means.      I  .bell eye,    that 
(self-interest  out  of.  the  i 
extremely  anxious  for   ti 
the     independence  of  y( 
I  may  fear,    and    I  do 
struggle   for  preserving    ] 
means  of  effecting  this  grc 
objects  will  be  frequently  overlooked,  or  ner 
glected.     Having  thus,  Sir,    frankly  stated 
my  sincere  opinion  of  you,  give  me  leave  to 
a(kl,  that,  as  to  myself,  hpwever  erroneous 
any  of  ray  notions  may  be,  there  is  not,  ip 
the  whole  kingdom,  a  man  who  would  go 
farther  than  I  would  go, to  aid  in  the  pieser- 
valioto   of  the  throne,  as  established  hy  fb# 
constitution  of  our  country  ;  that  I  wish  for 
no  innovation,  a4id  that  X  hold  in  abhorrence 
every  species  of  popular  outrage  5  but  that, 
at  the  same  time,  it  is  with  a  heart-burning 
hardly  to  be  described,  that  I  see  mysplf,  qx 
any  of  my  countrymen,  deprived,  no  matter 
liow,  of  a;iy  of  those  liberties,  which   our 
forefather^  enjoyed.     To  me  it  appears  evi- 
dent, that  a  dixfadfu}  storm  is  gathering  over 
our  country.     The  eleraeiits,    which   have 
been  for  yearsi  coUcc.i'g,  «^em  now  to  b^ 
upon  the  eve  of  producing  their  combine^ 
efiect.    Of  precisely  what  natirre  this  effect 
may  be,  no  man  can  tell ;  who  amongst  ug 
may  survive  it,  it  would  be  presumptuoos 
even  to  guess ;  and,  therefore,  I  am  anxious^ 
that,  when  the  war  of  faction  shall  have,  been 
drowned  in  the  terrific  contest*  of  which  it 
is  the  mere  foreranner,  it  sliall,  by  some 
one  or  orher,  be  said  of  me,  that. if  my 
voice  had  been   heard  in  time,   the  cala- 
mities of  England  would  have  been  pre- 
vented. 

With  this  njotive,  principally.  It  is,  that 
I  now  address  you  upon  too  or  thr^  import 
tant  subject,  con ijected  with  the  dissolution 
of  parliament  i.  and  first  upon  xlm**  appeat,V 
which  ii  8«4d  to  (iave.BQW  bcea^  gsadie  tath« 
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people.-"— ^Tbc  Lords  Commiisionersi   in 

the  speethy  wbicH  they  recently  delivered  to 

^9tfa  HocM^D  tbe  king^s  name,  and  by  hi* 

^prasstomtnand,  slate^  *'  thathU  Majesty 

*•  is  anxious  to  n?cur  to  Vie  sense  of  the 

••  peopit,  iirtlrte^lie 'Events,  which  have  te- 

*♦  ceothr  taken  plaoe,    vrt  yet  fresh  w  iheir 

'♦<  recolUcti&ni**  and,    that  «•  his  Majesty 

*'  teds,  that,  HI  nesorting  to  this  measure, 

'•♦he;  lit  once  demonstrates,  in  the  most 

>♦  nneqtii vocal  manner.   Ins  owncons^en- 

•«  tlous  persuasion  of  ttie  recthude  of  those 

**  motives,  upon'  which  he  has  acted;  and 

*'  affords  to  his  penp/e  the  best  opportunity 

*'  of  testifying  their  determination  to  sup- 

.  **  port  h?m  in  every  exercise  of  the  prero- 

^'  gatives  of  hi»c^o^vn,  which  h  coniorma- 

**  blato  thp  sacred  obligations  under  which 

'^  they  are  beM,  atrd  conducive  to  the  weU 

/*  fare  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  the  security 

*•  ctf  the  constitution."-^ Hi;re,  Sif-,  are 

tn^o  positions dmr^y  implied-,  first,  that  the 
wfsfaes  of  the  peopie  are,  or  ought  to  be, 
consulted  in  the  passing  of  bws ;  and,  se* 
cond,  that  there  are  certain  obligations,  or 
conditions,  under  which  the  prerogatit'es  pf 
thexrrown  are  held.  Of  the  latter  I  shill 
%)eak  hereafter,  when  I  have  inquired  how 
f  tr  the  measure  here  spoken  of  can,  with 
truth,  be  ctdled  "  a  returrence/*  orappesd, 
<^  to  the  sense  of  thepe^hr 

It  will  not  be  denied,  that,  in  this  way, 
at  least,  the  sense  of  the  people  can  be  ex« 
Iprettted  oidy^  tn  their  free  and  unbiassed  votes 
.f;)C  members' tn  serve  In  the  next  parliitlnent ; 
jfcjr,  Bs  to  «ihy  mere  popular  cry,  that  never 
%>ati  be  coolsidered  as  a  made  of  thcfrropinidn^ 
laiid,  indeed,  it  is  wdi  known,  that  no  ap- 
peal-^f  that  sort  con  be,  in  such  a  ntanner 
made.    In  order,  therefore,  taformaii  ac- 
'curate  opinlc^ti  upon  the  point,  wt^.ther  fo 
^iss<^ve  the  parliaitient,  dnd  to  call  a  tiew 
.ene*  be,  in  rwt/i/y,  to  appeal  to  the  sense 
^f^tbe  people,  we  ntot  endeavour  to  ascer- 
:tiin  what  number  of  tlie  new  roembers  will 
l)e,  or^    indeed,   can  be,  retuirned  by  the 
juniettcred  will,  ihe  unbuisaed  votes,  of  the 
people,  or  more  properly  apeakingv  of  that 
jjow  smc^l  proportioa  of 'the  people,'  who 
'  ^ave  nominally  the  right  of  voting  at  felec- 
tioDs  for  member*  of  parliament  *  Mr.  Htt,. 
a;i  a  speech>  made  on  the  7di  of  May,  1782, 
lu.lhe  House  of  Cptnmons,  in  support  of  a 
^Qtion,  made  by  himself  for  reforming  that 
^(iouse^  gave  the  following  description  of  the 
.t£f  ivs^te  of  the  represeUtation.-T— ;•<*'  lv\% 
y%  perfectly  ^nderstoed^  that  tiiercaresoitie 
/i.^Utfoughs  abfipkitely    goyenied    by    tbte 
V,  Treasury,  and  others:  tolnUy  ^josseued  by 
^^/4hem     It  ^vnres  noexperieiusetdvay, ! 
.^/|Wtfi^ck.bor)^igha.bay«ao  boe^MlHyVf 


"  representation  ii;^  ^tl^i  4fa^;  havt  no 
**  share  bor  substance  iq  the  genem  interns 
*'  of  the  country  I  aad.tbeylujie  mi^f» 

**  stake  for  whictilo  appoint .tbeicj^^''^^ 
"  in  the  popular  assembly.    The  ioflg^j>co 
**  of  thft  Treasury  in  «ome  VroM^  ^^ooo* 
•*  tested,  not  by  the  electors,  pt  those  bo- 
/'  roughs,  but  by  some  one  or  other  powr- 
**  ful  man,  who  assumes  or  pretends  to  aft 
•'  hereditary  property   of  what,  ought  only 
"  to'  be  the  rights   and  privileges  .of  jJbc 
•*  electors*    There .  are  hardly  any  men  in 
*'  tlie  borough  who  have  a  ji^it  to.voie, 
"  and  (bey  are  the  subjects  attd  slaves  of  tlie 
'*  person  who  claims  the  properly   of  4hc 
**  DorouglJj    and  who,  in  fact, ,  npkes  |})C 
*'  return.      Another   set  of  .boroughs  i^d 
*'  tOArns,  in  theloAy  possession  of  jElegJllh 
*'  /freedom,  claims  to  themselves  the  rgfpt 
**  of  bringing  their  votes  to  markfct.     'Qf^y 
^  have  no  other  market^  no  other  prppexor, 
/'  and  no  other  stake  in  the  coui^iry*  wft 
"  the  pri6e  which  they  procure  fuf  4%^ 
^*  votes.*' ■      -Was  this  a  true  if^ccri^^rmi, 
Sir,  or  was  it  a  false  one  ?     Arid  .wli€p,  in 
the  same  speech,  Mr.  Pitt,  repYesehtia,  lp« 
House  of  Comitions  as  ''  the  i^ercu^dolof 
**  the  ministerii  of  the  day,^  was  |ie  .^jnlly 
of  factious  falsehood  J  or,  did  ^  he 'luster.  Bite 
sentiments  of  a  rnaii,  *  as  yet  u'ncorniptp^'as 
yet  feeling  for  the  liberti«  and,  nmcfpr^ 
the  country,  ds  yet  unaccustomed  to  dis- 
guise the  mith  ?    It,  however,  he  did,,  up- 
on this  occasion,  speak  the  rrut{i,.  lio^^can 
a  dissolution  of  the    parliament  W/vj^ 
Sincerity,  called  an  appeal  to  thesknse^^t 
peopled'      '-   V  ,  •^'- 

I  shall  be  tdW,  perhJips,  that  Mr,  '{jte 
afterwards  cltinged  bis  opinion.  "WitBie* 
gard  to  the  subject  of  his  motioiii^^^i^i  re- 
gard to  the  necessity  of  a  rtformj, 
change  his  opinion  5  bdt,  with  rej 
state  of  the  representation,  the  ndl 
people^s  voice ;  upon  that  we  cati'j 
no  change,  witholat  throwing  iip^ 
charge  of  wilifirt  fakebood.  ti^ 
facts,  upoii  wiiich  be  kidlfldl 
and,  either'  he  asserted  what'vi 
the  slate  of  the  rebresentatiort' 
descrrbedit 5  and  this,  Jndeirfd^  1 
aa  fax  as  I  recollect,  e\'ci:  itfti^btl 
When  stepi;w«?re  taken,  at  a'sf**^ 
period^  .by  *  btbeT^'perswis, '  sook^^  ^ 
ment  and  wirie  6ut  df  t^Vi^dSibftt;' 
the  oWect  df'  his  ihcrtloii  'df  ^^j^ftj 
ktd^,  l^le  tlife  itiMh  ii» 


'vtftcrs,  atidTraiforSj  frt^SAA*^ 
tlmi*was  iwift  ft^iftefAWtfi  i«a  (0 
^joul^6  te>  all  %ns  irii|WiJ£  tn 
iti^  with  the  pr6smt*ir  M 
^t««i> 'bW^thdbgh  4j 
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never  did;  tliat  I  could  disdover^  make  any 
recantation  as  to  the  fat^ts,  which  he  had 
•tated  at  the  befbte-meptibned  period,  when 
he^iedhis  exertions  juf  of  parliament,  as 
'^i^U^s  in  parliameni  for  efteciing  a  reform, 
trpoa  which  subject  I  must  beg  your  pernais- 
^non  to  enlarge  a  Ihtie  ^  for  it  h  quite  proper, 
that  the  people  of  England  should  remem- 
ber the  deeds  of  a  mart,  whose  debts  they 
'have  been  obliged  to  pay,  and  for  the  rearm- 
ing of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  whom 
they  are  now  to  be  taxed.-^— It  will  not  • 
aoon  be  forgotten,  that,  in  \7g4,  a  sute 
prosecution,  Mr.  Pitt  being  then  minister, 
was  carried  oil  by  the  tlien  atttomey-gcnecal, 
who  is  now  lord  chancelJor,  against  Mr. 
Home  fooke  and  others,  ^ho  belonged  to 
M^hat  was  called  the  London  Corresponding 
Society.  The  chaise  was  that  of  high'trea- 
^on,  death  was,  ot  course,  the  meditated 
-pCUTlshment.  Yet,  Sir,  it  cl^ily  appeared, 
that  the  acts,  and  tbe  views  as  far  as  could 
be  proved,  of  this  society,  were  exactly  ai- 
.aular  to  those  of  a  society  farmed  in  17B2, 
to  which  society  Mr.  Fitt  himself  belonged, 
and  in  which  society  he  cQ/gperated  with 
this  very  Mr.  Hgrne  Tooke^  v^hep^  upon 
this  memorable  |rial  for  high  treaison,  Mr. 
Pitt  was  called  upon  to  say  what  passed  in 
If  $2,  his  recollectlori,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
money  lent  to  Boyd  andBenfield,  appeared 
A6  be  ren>arkably  impevfect*  He  did,  how- 
ever, not  deny  his  own  hand-writing  when 
it  was  shown  to  him  j  and.  when  the  fact 
had  been  proved  by  oth^,^  he  did'acknpw- 
ledgfe,  that,  at  the  period  referred  .to,  lie 
joined  .ii\  recomipendii^k  .  that  an  appeal 
ahiould  be  made  to  the  people,  and  their 
*ense  collected,  iy  parishes,  or  smaller  dis* 
irkts,  ytnXh  a  view  of  effecting  a  refoxjm  in 
the  HpUse  of  CoAimons.    The  attprneyrge  • 
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give  effect  to  those  opisioQS  was  net,  by  any- 
body, and  least  of  all  by  Mr.  Pitt,  to  be 
imputed  to  Nthem  as  a  crime  worthy  of 
death  ?  To  theJength  ^  this  digression  I 
wiil  .only  add  a  remark,  tbet Mr.Wilber- 
terce,  was,  in  1782,  and  about  that  tiroe, 
one  of  the*  most  -zealous  amongst  those  who 
sought  a.  reform  in  the  representation,  fli 
will  appear  more  fully,  when^.^upon  a  futtn'o 
occasion,  I  shall  take  an  opportunity  of  re^ 
ferring.  to  the  papers  of  Mr.  WyviU  and 
others,  who  united  tiieir  exertions  to  thos^ 
of  Mr.  Wilberforce  and  Mr.  Put. 

The  politioal  party  cq^oaed  toMr.  J^tt, 
and,^  as  wo  have  teeni  opfiosed  t<>  him  mere** 
Jy  as  the  possessor  i»f  •  tint  paw^riuid  those 
emoluments  which  they  wished  to  poasess, 
have, at  vicious  times^ given  us  theireffinion 
upoa  the  state  of  Ui^  repres^itation,  a  mform 
in  which  they  have  constantly,  refmtsented  as 
a  measure,  without  the  adeptko  of  f^hMk^ 
no  combination  of  takntt,  or  evetita;  tould 
possibly  produce  any  leal  and  pern^anem  be^ 
nefit  to  the  country.  Of  Uieir  abandoo^ 
naent  of  their  principles  j  of  their  remainixqr 
a  year  in  po^sver  without  any  attempt  to  ef^ 
feet  this  great  purpose;  of  tbeir  language, 
"^hichall  ilong  kiopiied,  that  naretbrm,  of 
the  sort  we  ace  ape^ing  of,  was  necessary; 
of  the  doctrine  of  their  .avowed  adwocate^, 
Wb9  hdwp  asserted,  thstf  for  the  House  of 
CpqajQoons  to  be  really  iod^endent  •^fthe 
^wm  is  metetkmyf  aodaot  jtaU  cmfom^ 
abJetotbe^oUioe  tfthtcmittHiUmrk^iH 
healihfuk^xa^'y,  of  thf  itproceddingB,  durii^ 
the  eleotwn  .«f  1806,  ap^nmens  x)f  t^hloh 
have  been  brought  to  ^ght  in ,  die>  eases  ^ 
Westminster  add  Hampsbhvei  '4>f  tl^settls 
quit^  iMmecessapy  Jbtme  Id  say  anf^ing 
more,  tiaan  ooerely  what  is  so^ent  fo  eaU 
them  to. mind.  Not nrilLLimike  a  porticnlsir 
Teferaiceto  any  of  their  ^pmnm  iselative  tp 
the  n^essity  of  a  relbrm  in  the  House^if 
Commcnu. .  .  I  wili  confitfe  irnyMlf  tt>  thb 
atateonent'of  facts,  jupon  whkh  tfatty  gt\)un^ 
ed  their  EDotioiiafbr  a  reform,  which  states 
inent w^j,: it  wassunderstood,  ifrawn  ^pVf 
Mr.  ErMtine  andM^.  Gre7>  irhich  fh^  cdKn^ 
»d  to  priMpe  atahebtf  <]^  the  House,  ani 
vrWdh  wasesprasscd  in  the  following  woi^f: 
1*  That  jBveinty.oiie' peers  and  die  iteasary 
*'  nmniwxtjed  sevehcy  membaij^  of  the  Housfe 
t^^  ^f.QQoinionsand  priitMred  t\ie  Tdtrxxtixjai 
'*  sa^entv^sevep  -,,  thatninety<eoe'Ct>'nrxibii- 
'*  enMK>minatedeigi]tj%4wo,afndprocuredite 
^*  retnan  of /fifcf  ^t en  :  m  thali  togfethe^ 
f^  on^hittidndandsla^we'perstttKr>et|i«dh 
^1  Mi^lhreehtKMlped'aBil^ol  tiiid^y^emlbeil 
M  &Biibt  i^idr,  •  t^^entf-'eig^f  ilt^i^it^Mt 
itf  ^«iai|«euumed  %ji4atti{t*<M&^,^Md^eM» 
**  teeo  beroughs,  not  t^omalniog  dm  bondrad 
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**  and  fifty  voters  each,  retsxrned  twenty^one 
**  atetabtts ;  those  members  together  ma- 
"  kmg  a  tnajority  of  one  hundredand  ninety- 
•'  seven  vot<i»^in  the  House.*' 
-     Now,  Sir,  whether  ihe  introduction  of -a 
»hfindred  Ira/i  members,  die  patronage  of- 
*ni»0y  of  the  boroughs  they  are  i^eiurned  for 
tiaving  been  acbiaUy  purchased  by  law,  and 
^th taxes Taised  upon  the  people;  whetlier 
•this  alteratioa  h^s  produced  on  improvement 
ui  tbb  state  of  t})e  repiiefentation  y  whether 
«n  iaoprdvcment  has  been  produced  by  any 
other  means  f  whether  the  open  and  public 
oCoiKuersation    about    the  proprietorship   of 
*borongbs  $  whetiier  the  numerous  advertise- 
loents,  for  the  sab  and  purchase  of  seats, 
;lvhich  we  daily  read  in  the  public  prints,  and 
for  the  pobiidbingof  which  noman  is  ever 
cttUed  in  questtoa  by  the  House  of  Com- 
inoDSy  or  by  any  body  else ;  whether  any  or 
jii  of  these  amount  ta a  sign  of  improvement 
in  the  representation,    since  the  time,  that 
•Mr.  Pitt  and  Ikxrd  Hbwick  gave  the  descrip- 
tions that  1  haye  above  feithfblly.  quoted^ 
and,     iiideedi;    wlrethet    tlieir  liescriptions 
were  true,    or  iaise :    these  are  questions 
which  i 'leave  you,  in   your  .conscience,  to 
jmswer.    'Bttt,   if   those  descriptions  were 
;truey  and  if  no  improvement  in  the  state  of 
the'  representation    has   taken  place  since 
tho^ -descriptions  were  given,  I  put  it  to 
yoiit  jinccrity  to  say,  wheth^,  Uy  dissolving 
«  Heater  of  €k>mmons  and  calling  a  new 
^ne^  an  appeal  b  really  made  '^  to  the  sense 
f^ofikefetiple.**    1  put  it  to  your  justice, 
whether  men  ought  tQ  be  reviled,  and  pu- 
juished,  as  traHors,  or  seditious  libdlars  be- 
cause they  are  discontented  under  sucli  a 
ftate  of  things  ;  because  they  wish  for,  and 
ileek>  dn  impcovement  in  the  representa- 
:|iofr;  because,   in  short,   adliering  to  the 
linsiciples  of  that  constitution,  for  the  sake 
of  which  they  are  called  upon  to  shed  their 
^l^Ood^  they  desire  that  a  dbsolution  of  the 
parliament  8hould>  to  use  the  words  of  the 
Speech,  be  a  *'i recurrence  to  the  sense  of 
"  the  people?*'    And,  1  put  it  to  your  rea*- 
«0n,  Whether  the  upholding^  of  such  a  state 
'  of  tbiags,  and  whether  such  revilings^  and 
rpnnishtrigs^  be  the  likely  means  of  Galling 
iarih  the  zeal  of  the  people,  if  ne^  ahaS 
'be;,  tft  fkienoe  of  the  government  ? 

J  am  avare,    that  there  are  those,  who 

hold  iihe  opinioti,  that  the  less  weight  th^ 

people  have,  the  better  it  is  j  but,.  Sir,  thife 

-  is  4^Oi*ti0ny  whidi  is  totally,  set  aside  by  j 

.Ihti^peed;,  liihich  yon.and  jpiu  colleague^ 
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people'^  ought    not  only  *o  Ua¥e^«o^(le 


wac  before  observed/ yon  declatej  in ^oieajr ,  f^.^efi^^qfcfl  ,^j  ji 


a  noayiMiir  as  possible,  thai  <'  tb»  sense  of  thk 


weight  in  the  passing  of  laws,  but  in  regu- 
lating t}lie  conduct  of  cbe  king,  and  his  ser- 
vant* j  you  challei>ge,  there^et,  «n  inqai-> 
ry,  as  to  whetlier  the  dissolution  ^  the 
House  of  Commons  aiid  the^  calling  of  a 
Hew  one,  be  really  an  appeal  to  the  free  and 
unbiassed  voice  of  the  people;  and,  if  the 
result  of  that  inquiry  be  a  decided  and  if»- 
controvertible  negative  to  the  piropofiitioo,  it 
will  remain  for  you,  in  iSome  stUl  moment 
of  your  life,  to  ask  yourself  how  we  ought 
to  qualify  the  professions  poataiped  in  the 
Speech.-  ' 

I'Ke  second  topic  upon  which  I  think  j^ 
4iseful,  at  this  time,  to  address  you,  is  sug^ 
gested  by  th^  part  f>f  the  Speech,  wherein 
the  king^  by  the  advice,  of  ooorse,  of  you 
and  your  colleagues,  speaks  of  the  **  Uligm- 
* '  (ions  under  which  the  prerog^ivea  of  i he 
^^  crown  are  Iieltjj"  that  w  to  «ay,  under 
.which  the  croWn  itself  is  held  ^  for;  take 
away  the  prerogatives,  and  the  crown  is. a 
thing  to  be  eMimated  by  the  physical  weight,, 
and  the  nature,  of  the  •  materials,  of  which 
it  is  comp(^.  And  liere,-  Sir,  beUeve 
me,  when  I  say,  that  I  am  one  of  those^ 
who  would  by  no  tneanS'Wish  to  see  dirai*- 
nished  any  of  the  jtistly  exercised  preroga- 
tives of  the  king.  -Bolingbroke  ^serves, 
and  with  great  truth,  that  3ke  real  liberty  of 
the  people  is  in  as  mack  t^ss  danger  kom 
prerogative  than  from  irifiuence,  as  an -open 
assailant  is  less  dangerous  than  a  secret  assas^ 
sin.  When  the  kings  of  England  exerted  fpe- 
quently,  and  boldly,  their  diderent  prero- 
gatives, wesee  that  they  were  aometinae)^ 
guilty  of  acts  of  injustice,  and  even  of  ty- 
ranny ;  but,,  we  see  also,  that  they  had  to 
deal  with  a  boldly  reshung  House  of  Com^ 
monr,  aijid  tlie  final  consequence  invariably 
was,  the  asserting  -  and  establishing  of  the 
rights  of  the  people.  The  Whigs,  after 
they  obtained  a  complete  mastery  over  the 
king  and  the  kingdom,  introduced  a  ngw 
system,  of  which  s^-stem,  alas  I  we  vmm 
feel  the  effects. 

Of  the  oblieations,  uxider  whic^  tb^^Q?own 
is  held,  we  Tiave,  in  -varjing  phifa^eojcgy, 
heard  nauch,  from  drflfereQt>descciptkoa»  of 
men,  since  the  agitation  of  the  ifowtion  re- 
specting the  cathoJics.The  courseof  r^tmsMUg 
with  fU  of  them  is  {hhi  "ThAt^^9f^g 
^'  of  the  crown  upon  the  heads^f  H^  J^a- 
^'  -jesty^s  iUustriote  famijyjro,  lrt;ttiMft4i»^ 
'Sand  has ^nan4  "^^  be^ 'ini itscfm^ec- 
'^^  quences,  thegreiUestofaati(^Qalb|e9klo^ 


'  liave  adviied  the  kingto  order  to  be  roadb     "  that  the  9n}y  prin9i|#&/^iic)i7pEQ^Med 
iBpqnJtkis occasion  5  for,  in  thattipeech,  sdi .  ^/  Mi^j^es^a^  blwfsitft  Fei4  the^maii* 


Chmfiof 
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.*'  and  the  preventing  of  ever)r  thing  tendiog 
"  to  re-exak  tlie  Roman  Catholic  Church ; 
"  that  Lord  Howfck's  bill  woald  have  tend- 
"  ed  to  re^xalt  the  Reman  Catholic  Churchy 
*'  and  wouW  thereby  have  sapped  the  pre- 
^*  (dominance  of  the  Church  of  England  5 
'^  and,  therefore,  that  Lord  Howick's  bill 
•'  was  contrary  to  the  priocfpies,  whicii 
'^  placed  the  crown  upon  the  heads  of  His 
'*'  Majesty's'  illustrious  family  ;'*  a  conclu- 
sion perfectly,  correct,  and  indeed  self  evi- 
dent, if  we  adroit^  the  premises  ;  but,  ex- 
cept as  far  as  is  contained  in  the  ^rst  propo- 
sition, (with  which  I  presume  not  to  meddle) 
all  those  premises  I  think  tliat  even  I  am 
aW©  to  drapreve.  But,  before  I  proceed  far- 
ther, let  lue  put  in  tny  protest  against  the 
imputation  of  having,  t)ow  that  the  minis* 
ters  are  out  of  place,  become  a  sufjporter  of 
them,  and  that,  too>  as  some  persors  might 
say,  merely  because  they  are  opposed  to  tlie 
servants  of  the  King,  who,  in  tlie  modern 
style,  are  called  the  government.  I  am  not, 
and  ne^r  shall  be,  a  supporter  either  of  them 
CT' their  bill.  To  support  the  one,  indeed, 
|»  ia  attack  the  other  j  for,  they  mthdrew 

•  the  ^1//,  and  therein  pronounced  a  condemna- 
tion, eWierof  tbebill  or  of  themselves,  i  have, 
for  the  reasons  which  1  have  more  than  once 
itatedv  always  regarded  the  bill  as  likely  to 
produce,  neither  immediately  nor  remotely, 
any  harm  or  any  good.  I  rejoice^  for  the 
reasons  that  I  have  before  stated,  that  your 
predecessors  were  turned  out  of  office  ;  hut, 
it  by  no  meant  follows,  that  I  am  to  join  in 
i  cry,  which,  apptirently,  fot  no  other  pur 
pose  than  that  of  public  dehision,  lias  been 
set  up  against  the  measure  which  was  the 
cadse,  or  pretended  cause,  of  their  dismis 

■  sion.  Them  I  accused  (the  JVhigs,  I  mean) 
of  public  delusion;  and,  from  whatever  quar- 

""ter.  it  may  come,  my  hatred  of  the  thing  is 
^always  the  same. 

Coming  now  to  the  proposed  discussion,  wlio 
'that*  was' a  stranger  tja  our  laws  and  history, 

'  would  npt,  tipon  hearing  the  language  of  tlie 

*  Speech,  and  of  the  divers  addresses  to  the 
King,  recently  delivered,  imagine,  that, 
when  the  crown  of  this  kingdom  was  trans- 
ferred from  the  Stuarts  to  the  Guelphs, 
the  sole  condition  with  the  latter  was,  that 
they  should  suffer  no  relaxation  in  the  then 

.  (MfUting  laws  relating  to  the  Roman  Catho^ 
JicsP  To  hear  these  addresses,  ihd,  in 
'dtedi  to  heat"  the  language  of  all  those  that 
^^  opposed  the  late  ministry,  or  that  intend  to 
.^  tupport  the  present  ministry,  who  would  not 
,  foppdie,  (hat  the  revolution  in  the  reign  of 
^  James  11.^  was  produced  by  a  dispute  about 
religion  ^feiyf  and,  that  the  cr<^wn  was 
^  tWlfeWd  t^'the  pceseut  family  w/a^y  for 


Hon.  Spencer  Perceval.  ^$6^ 

the  sake  of  preventing  the  return  of  papa^ 
power  or  iuiluenco  ?  Yet,  Sir,  nodiing  can 
be  further  from  the  triuh.  Popish  bigotry 
was  only  a  part,  and  a  v^ry  stnall  part,  of 
the  objeciions  which  the  people  of  Fwgl.'.nd 
had  to  that  king,  who  was  a  wilful,  obsti* 
nate  tyrant,  without  the  ctuuiing,  which  sonH^ 
tyrants,  of  more  inveterate  baseness,  havo, 
to  disguise  their  rapacity  and  their  cruelty. 
I'hat  he  was  a  real  bigqt,  and  no  hsfpocriH, 
tiiere  can  be  little  doubt  ^  and,  tliQ. nation 
woi\Id  have  done  well  in  getting  rid  of  him, 
if  he  had  had  no  olhcr  tkuit  ^  for  he  was^  be- 
ginning to  crowd  his  court  and  the  couoti^ 
with  gi-eedy  foreigners,  under  tha  name  »f 
priests,  and,'  under  wiiatever  name  thay 
might  come,  they  were,  and  m'  aU  caats 
must  be,  a  grievous  curse  to  aujr  nation. 
But,  that  his  crimes  Were  xiot  oupfiried  to 
tyranny  in  reUgious  matters,  will  naaililieistly 
appear  from  the  following  Ibt  oiPtbem  tstw 
corded  in  that  famousi  aet. of  pafliametftt, 
which  wa<(  passed  in  the  first  year  of  the 
reign  of 'William  and  Mary,  and  which  is 
commonly  called  the  Bill  of  Rights,      .    j 

"  Whereas  the  late  King  James  the  Se** 
"cond,  \y  the  Assjstance  of  divers  evil. 
"  Counsellors,  Ju<Jges,  and  Ministers  ea^ 
"  ployed  by  him,  did  endeavour  to  subtwrt 
'*  and  exiirpatethe  Protestant  Religion,  and 
'*  the  Laws  TiTkd  Lihr lies  of  this  Kingdom^; 

'*  I-  By  assuming  and  exercising  a  Power 
"  nf  disflensing  with  and  suspending  of 
"  Imivs,  and  the  Execution  of  Laws,  with- 
•'  out  Con>eni  of  Parliament.^  ^ 

"  II.  By  committing  and  prosecuting 
*'  divers  worthy  Prelates,  for  huntbly  pe- 
"  titioning  to  be  excused  from  concnrriiig 
*'  to  the  said  assumed  Power. 

"  J 1 1 .  By  isSui  ng  and  oausiogto  beeixiecutcd 
"  a  Commission  under  the  Great  Sealfo^ 
''  erecwng  a  Court,  c.illed,  the  CouitJqf 
"  Commissioners  for  Ecclesiastical  Casisajp. 

"  IV.  By  Levying  Mofieij  for  and  to. die 
"  Use  of  the  Cnlwn,  by  Pretenc€f  of  Preio- 
"  gative,  .for  r^tfier  Timednd  in  other  Man- 
'*  ner,  than  the  same  was  granted  t^  Papr 
**  tiament.  ^  . 

"  V.  By  raising  and  keeping  a  Standing. 
'/  Army  within  this  Kingdotn  in  Timet)! 
**■  Peace,  without  Consent  of  Parliament, 
"  and  quartering  Soldiers  contrary  to  I>aw, 

'*  YI.  By  causing  several  good  Subjects, 
"  being  Protestants,  to  be  disarmed,  at  th© 
'*  same  time  when  Papists  were  both  armed 
'*  and  employed  contrary  to  Law. 

"  VIL  BY  VI0LAT1XGTHBFREE• 
''^'  DOM.  OF  ELECTION  OF  MEMBERS 
"  TO  SERVEiN  PARLIAMEKn\     .; 

^'  VIII.  By  Prosecutions  in  theContt^ef 
^*  Ring »  Bench,  ibr  Mfttters  and  Cawts 
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V  cdgtl5SSle"'obl^«>ti  ParllameAt;  m4  by 

•*  have  been  relumed  and  ^et^^ed^ckt  'Jiiries 
^^  Mi^Tt^h';  m&j^rHcukrif^iet^'Jutors 

•«-fRit  Rwholflers;   " 

"X.  Attd  ekcwtive  Ball  hatii  be<?ti  rb- 
^  quired  of  JfefBOms  (Commit led ^ti  ^riitfiridl 
*'  c:a$bt,  taelndt  4ht  Benefii  of  ihS  Laws 
^  made  Jbrihe  Lib&tf  of  the  Subjects, 

^  XL  Abd^c«»ite  &i«  have  been  im- 
"^  bosed ;  jmd  illegjil  add  cruel  punishments 
^  hate  beeti  inflicted.  -       . 

«*  XII.  An&wsveml  Grants  and  Prowtists 
'«♦  mide  tf  fha^  and  Fbrfiitutes,  lefore 
■^  any  fi^t?ft*ft>n  wr  Judgment  against  the 
^  P&sam,  Up^  0kim  the  same  were  to  be 
i^ftiwiedi   '    '--■:    '-^   • 

^'  AH  which  ffreulterty  and  directly  con- 
*^  traff  to  the  *^dwn  Laws  and  St4tute«,  ' 
^*  andFreedbmfof'ihisBeaitti." 

*8nfehv  Sir,  wwe  the  ttimeiof  Jatnes  IL 
Whetbef,  la  «irf  other  reign,  laws  have 
Ijeen  diqfensed  with;  or^ispendedi  i^-he- 
?ther;'ltt  aoj^other  reign,  money  have  been 
l^vied^  or  ^xp€^ded  {w\iich  i%  eitactty  the 
VatBfc  thing)  for  otbw  pnrposej  than  those 
^>r  >jrhlch  it  was  grArtted;  whether  the 
f.tsedotrt  of  elections  of  nrember*  to  serve  in 
pariiartient  has,  no  matter  hbw,  been  vio- 
lated 5  whether  there  have  been  any  packed 
•jnnes,  esp^ially  for  the  trial  of  those  who 
were  changed  with  crknfes  connected  with 

{Mlitles  J  whether  the  laws  for  the  protec- 
ti6n  of  "personal  liberty  have  been  eluded, 

andfloen  kept^  pHson  for  yeaws  wkbout 
'«my  trial,  fvoifi  first  to  last;  whether  fines 
jiaild  forfeiture^  have'  been  hfeld  out  as  in- 

ftncements  w  every  mdn  to  betray  and  to 
stfwear  a^aitlist  hw  nei^boiir  •  whether  these 
vth*ng»*lwv€f  ukciv  phce  In  any  other  reign, 
?I  iftustteave'ymi,  who  are,  of  course,  better 
"accjit&inteil  with  such  niatters  tliaii  I  am, 
Ttowyj  but,  I  think,  it  must  be  allowed, 
"t  3t,  when  wfe  see  that  th^  existed  in  the 
'  t^eign  of  Jfttfieff  If.,  we  n^cd  seek  for  no  other 

oaase  of  hii  being  driven  fVom  hisithrone. 
4Thflt  he  wfts  a  bigot,  and  that  the  church, 
^  so  soon  after  thfe  days  of  popery,  were  jtisUy 
-^•Wrmed,  Is  I'rtie ;  but,  that  his  other  crimes 

were  of  a  mucli  greater  magnitude,  we  need 

only  read  th6  list  of  thena  to  be  satisfied. 
^.Ahd,  as  fo  the  rf^/ora^wn  of  fights,  which 

follow  the  abov«  list  of  crimes,  not«  single 
-i»ord  do  they '  contain  upon  tiie  subject  of* 
-rtligibn.  ' 

mr  "  L    Tamtobbtftffltenfied  Power  of  Sus- 

*^  t>eftdM^^HHp|lte^/l^fc^^tecut1ah  of 


"  p^^iSin^^teh  Lawsi  JWr'the  E«feeutio6  rf 
>•  E;&^s.'bf  V^al  A%thbHi5(',ii^it'lMdf%aeil 
•*'issurtftki'frnd>rtt*^i^eddr4:it^.  Is  in€igalr'i* 
'*^»^IF.'^-Th*«C«heCammTirtion  forcr*Hi^ 
^  th«  lawr  06urr  of  Cooamission^irs  for^Eo- 
'^  tlifthiisticaFC^s^,  and  all  other ©omhal*^ 
*'sioh«lStitfCoilrt^ttfiikje  Nltui*,  afeUfcgtf 
'■^•^rid  p^hildstis:  •    " 

^*  IV*:  That  levying  Money  for  or  lo  thf 
*'  Use  of  the  Crown,  by  PretetoeeoHVeHft 
*^  gative,  without  Grant  of  Parlratnertt,  ^Slt 
♦*•  longer  Time,  or  in  ocher  Manner  tteiM 
<«  the  same  is  or  shall  be  gfantedy  Is  ^ 
^  JegaL 

«*  V.  That  It  is  the  Bijjht  of  the  Sa^ 
^*  jects  to  petitioti  the  King,  andall  C6i»i 
**  mitments  and  fVosecutibns  for  audi  p«A» 
**  tiontng-are  illegal.  ... 

'<  VL  That  the  i^isfng  or  fc^«p«ig  * 
'•  Standing  Army  withttt  the  ELingd^Bd  In 
^  time  of  Peace,  unless  it  be  with  oettsoot  df 
'*  Parliament  is  against  law. 

«  VIL  Hiat  the  ^Ijeett  wbU*  ai% 
<*  Protestants,  may  have  Arms  for  tfc«ir 
^  Befisnce  ^\tA\k  co  thbir  Con^^ttoBf,  aiM 
**  as  allowed  by  La#. 

«  Vlli.  That  Elwitioiis  of  Muntetf  tf 
•*  Parliament  ought  to  be  fired. 

"  IX.  That  the  Preedorii  of  Speech,  art 
'*  Debates  or  Proceedings  in  Piriiaraent> 
**  ought  -not  to  be  itn^>eached  or  questioned 
**  in  any  Court  or  Place  odt  of  Parliament. 

*'  X.  That  excessive  bail  ought  not  t» 
"  be  required,  nor  etceSsite  Rnes  impoted; 
"  nor  cruel  and  unusoal  Puni^mehts  in* 
"  fiicted. 

*'  XL  That  Jurors  ought  to  be  difly  im« 
*'  panell^  and  returned,  andJurdrS  ^ifiick 
**  pass  sentence  upon  M<sn  in'  lYiab  ffar 
**  High  Trcasett  ought  to  be  FreehoWeti. 

"  XIL  That  all  Grants  Md  Pron^Ms  6f 
«  Fhies  and  Forfeitures  of  p^i^iAir  ^^acM 
*'  before  Conviction  are  illegal  and  V^J  ' 

"  XIII.  And  that  for  mMnMi^of  aft 
^'  Grievances,  and  fpr  amending^  ltiji%r>» 
*'  cnirtg,  and  preserving  of ^^  '1^inrf> 
*^  ftrliaments  ought  io  ht  held  Ml|neiMtr 
These,  Sir,  were  the  jMriftciplM,  "wttfdi 
produced  the,  revolution  of  i(S^)^<dA» 
though  the  maintenianee  of  thi6'  {^eidbt 
establish^  church  mak*ss  ii  pMt  of  llia«i/U 
is,  as  I  said  before^  a  ve^  In&ooiKlmtte 
part.  The  people  of  ^h^n*  ^iWv  tfett, 
unMsss  they  overst^t  thef  power  W  >JfnMi  ft, 
they  must  become  slskVes,  And,  thwS)!^ 
th^  drcrirt  him,  ^M  mort^jttsllyi  -llbflf  ttm 
thfone-  WhetlHMr*^tl!*jpi*'acte*'vrftidli^Wfo 
the  appointing  of  bis  successor,  is  a  Mdo^ti 
wWclftvf^Sfid^tSdiJ^JArrt  - 

SHiiementJ  ta  it  is  usuaHy  called^  wbicU 
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mm  ffmitifi  tb«.  ^v^iAjmi  ^  tlit.reigp 
irf  .wiifcwi^jn4,MMy;^  dad  wjwcfe  w«*;oc- 
fimpns^y  ti*e  f^<»^pj^  of  a  jtotil  w^i  ©^ 

U«JIJhR.t^adjiot:his,  >fcij^yr>fnnilx  f  ^ndl, 
let  us  see,  therefore,  what.^em  llii^^^prioci- 
jdwte  whict.jt:  wdj?^^'  plw^ed,  and  what 
ww^p^l^^cavluU^^Qns;  and  ':  obligatioQa,"  to 
mm  ih^^yiS^A  of  Uifi  SRe^b»  aader  which 
Hvl^as. lo.be  held...  l/Qt  vis  se^  if  then?  was 
<«fy.pWig4^iPf!^  e4„thqr^l^>r,es!jQd  9r  implied, 
that  no  relaxation  should,  thereafter,  take 
pte<5^:  Und^r  aqy  circumst^ces  whatever. 

-ift^  laws  ftodfegul^ions., relative  to  the 

Jla^MwC^h^fe 5  ^^r  ^^  .ktu«  fix  well 
in  our  meraory,  that  the  act  we.^re  about  to 

^|]U^,iyii,  V'  s^  ^i  (ot.  the  further  iimiia- 

.  **  ^ioi^  of  $liii  firPi*\'^»  ^nd  ht^ttfr  securmg  the 

■Jf-  fi^h$*jai^Ubfiriies  f^ikesuK^tfit^'  ,^yiuy, 
in  ita  titla  at  least,  not  a  siogk)  word  about 

,jmih«f .tb?  pjrpt^t^ot  or  thp  popish  religion. 
*rj|i«%C9^  il.iec  providing,  thattb«  kiof^  or 

jmce^M  :ip,;fotU,te,  rt¥>uldtake  the,cproiM|tion' 
oaih,  as  prescribed  by  «  former  a^;^  of  .par- 

tli^p^^^of  >*^it;h  <?arti  i  shall  speak  by-and- 
by,  it  proceeds  to  oaake  the  fc^wing  fur- 

J^r  {)^Q\'^oui>  for  "  securing  the  religion, 
*\  U'^At.  and  liberties  c4  ^^  kiogdoip." 

^  .  ;'  ihit  whofioev^  shall  hereafter  com/e 
*'  ^vi  ui£;  Possession  of  this  Ccown,  shall 
**  juia  m  Coronauniou  with  the  Church  of 
*'  .£agiaud>  .ais  by  Law  establtsbed* 

\  **  That  incase  the  Crown  and  Imperial 
*^  Dignity  of  this  Realm  shall  hereafter 
"  coipe  ip  any  Per,poo,  not  .being  a  Native 
*'  of  thii  Kingdom  of  England,  this  Ifa^ion 
•*  if  nut  obliged  to  engage  in  any  Wotifpr 
'  "  <A^  D^ence  of  ajfLv  Zhminions  or  Terriio- 
*'  fieslwkic^  do  npt  Mo^g  tq  the  Crown  of 

-*t  &igUmdj;.m(hout  the  consent  i^f  Pwlia- 

^ ,  'l.Tte^  aftjgr  tht  said  Limitation  shall  take 

.  J?^^fil  ^»  «fc«§#ftid#  ?o  Person  lorn  otU  of 

i'%^4ie  XmgA^mti^  Engianff,  Scotland,  or 

*\M§tf^kf  Pt,(fik  Ihifimtotti  thereunto  is" 

nffih»&Mg^tfyUipugk  he'ih  naturuUzed  or 

f',jn<i^  A  Deni%^,.  ^^cepl  such  as  are  bom 

:f'  ^^  Kltglkh  PfiffntsJ  shall  be  capable  to  be 

]f\i^imei.Pmf  Cw«fo^,  ar  i  Member  of 

i»f*d«UM!fi  iftfwf  V*  PKorUamentf  or  to  enjoy 

X  ANYjOf FJCBpR  PLACE  QF  TRUST, 

^ii  BitHfeR  aVIL  OIL  MIUTARY.  or 

\ii  (t^Jume^Wf^  Qr^q^t  of  landf.  Tenements 

9&  QTiJkrfifli^fffliUfromJheyCrown^to  MV!^' 

%)V.\$^4ifMmy^9^.fir  othfiKS Mi>  Ts;u^Jor^ 


''  UNDERTHElLrNG..ORBfiOfctvks 
".A  PENSION  El^Oat  ,THJB  CRQttrN, 
'f  SHALL  BE  CABABUB  OE  J5E»ViN<i 

A' COMMON^;:.-,  ..•.■:v. u.  .;...* 

.  *V.And  wlierwt^i.tbe  I^awnpfiEiigltoddfft 
f'  Mv  ^iAf,^^t^;the  EtoiOe  tbea^okf,  ail 
"  the  Kings  and  Queens^  .i^ho  ahalt  aacend 
-"  the  Ihroofe  of  ihi^  .Realda,>  aught  to  ad- 
*'  tttinister  the  Qoyjcmment^  tbti^aamfj  ac- 
".  aprding1»  the  ^id  Lawt,  aiid  all  their 
"  QfBeeta  and  lyljiuliters.  ov^  tojcrtse 
'^  themrespectiveiy^accordtfig  to  liie^ame.'* 
.Xhes^t  .piri.  wer«,  ti^.princip(]ea.«c|iioh 
placed  the  crown  upon  tOQ  beads. of  his 
Majesly's  family  4.:ahd  h«rct,», and  ncr  where 
elae,,are  Wi?  to,  look  for  the  f*  otd^atkms'," 
uuder.Wijich^jW'itil.said  inihejpeech,.  t^ 
qrqwn  Uh«kl,  It  is.^ijfw  iibat  Qiie  of  the^ 
obligations  is,  that  the  king  shall  join  ia 
9ommuniQn  with .  tlii9t  dyarui  of  Saglnd  -, 
hut  wi  obligatjpa  ia  tfa^e ^expressed;;  i|o 
obligation  is  tberq  ioj^ned,  that.tbiei  kitig 
flihall  wfua^  hb.  atseot  taany lavrfor  better- 
ing the^condition  c^bis  Roinan.Catfaaiio  «il|b- 
jeptt.— r^ydu  will  ^ee,  ,  Sir,  that  J.  h^e 
di«lin^ished  ce^taia  parts  of  tliui,'  quotitioa 
hy  italiiB  chiu-act^ra-;  and  I^ask  you;  p^k^ 
iker  ttiis  n($tion.kas  not  bem  obliged  io  en* 
goiteiKumrs  for  th^  defiemee  ofdomnit^ 
which  do  not  belong  to  tJi^  crown  qf  Bnglandp 
without  the  previous  consent  (lor  any  oth^r 
consent  w  absurd)  of  even  modern  J>arlia« 
ments  ?  %  aek  you,  vfkethep  foreigners  hcie 
notbeensu^eredjojUif^esqftruit,  and  if 
emolument,  civil  and  militafy?  I  ask  vow, 
whether  no  person  who  has  an,  office  or  place 
ofprqfit  uiider  the.kin^,  w  receives  a  pen- 
iion  ftvm  the  crown f  ts  captdle  <f  serving. 

.  as  a  member  <f  the  HQUSe  of  Commons  9  1 
sliall  be- told,  that  this  loiter  part<>f  the  pt]p- 
vislons  above  quoted  has  been  xepealtd  hy^a 
subsequent  act  of  parliament ;  but  this  o^y 
•hews,  tbat«  mUeas  the  repeal  waa  a  mqi^t 
daring  viokitioD  of  ih^  rights  of  the  people, 
the  repeal  of  no  law  relative  to  the  ^(omf  a 
Catholics  can  be  held  as  a^y  very  daring  vi<»- 
lation.  If  ibis,  the  tar  most  important,  m 
my  opinioD,  of  a]!  lh6  *' obligations,"  unc|ei: 
which  the  crown  was  held,  could  be  doiie 
away  by  an  act  of  •  paili^q^ent.  why  coc^d 
not  any  other  of  the  obligations  be  dapo 
away  by  the  sauie  audtority  }  Ihere  is^ 
neither  in  the  act  of  settlement,  x^t  in  m^y 
act  pf  parliament  now  in  existence  or  that, 
ever  was  in, existence,  no  prohibitbn»  ^o 
Restriction  whateveri  ,\vith  resp<^t,  to  a.  {ie« 
taxation. of  the  laws  relative  to  Roman  C^itho- 
itas.    Lipon  what  s^rouqd,  then,  is  it  prfi 

x\,ti^^jtin  Si5  that  the  enabling  of  the  king 
\f^!^t^^i^Ql^^QX£iSi!L  Catholics  to  cfV  «^' 
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ranks  in  the  anpy  and  navy,  would  have  been 
contrary,  to  the*'  obligations/'  under  which 

:liisx:rown  13  held? 

Thus,    Sir,    by    doing  little  more  than 
merely  quoting  frona  tli^v  great  constitutional 

'laws  of  the  kingdom.,  1  have,  I  think,  clear- 
ly shewn,    that  the    principles,    "  which 

'*'  placed  the  crown  upon  the  he^ds  of  \ih 
"  Majesty's  illustrious  family/*  were  not, 
a?  is  assumed  by  the  clerical  and  other  ad- 
dressors,  solely  those  "  6(  maintaining  the 
'^  predominance  of  the  Church  of  England, 
*'  and  the  preventing  of  every  thing  tending 
"to  re-exalt  the  Roman  Catholic  Church." 
In  my  next,  I  shall  endeavour  to  shew,  that 
Xord  Howick'sbill  would  have  had  no  such 
tendency  as  that  which  has  been  attributed 

'  to  it,  and  which  I  have  expressed  in  the 
succeeding  proposition.    This  I   should  do 

*  now ',  but,  the  language  and  conduct  of  the 
Universities,  and  of  some  other  bodies  of 
tliecler^  in  particulaf,  together  with  what 
has  been  callea,  and,  I  must  say,  not  im- 

'  properly,  *^  the  miscreant  cry  ot  NO  PO- 

*  PERY,**  demand  a  more  ftill  exposure  than, 
'  at  present,  I  have  room  for.    - 

'  •  -•.  I  gjp^  Sir, 

Yours,  &c.  &c. 
Wm.  Cobbett. 

*  Botky,  Wh  May,  180(5. 


TO. THE 

FREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  ELECTORS 

OF  THE 
r      CJTy  Alin  LIBERTIES  OF  WESTMINSTER. 

LETTER  XVI. 

Gentlemen, 

-  In  my  last  letter  I  took  leave 

9fyou.  thinking  that  it  was  not  I'hkely  that 
oiiy  thing  I  could  s-jy  further  \^unld  tend  to 
the  promoting  of  your  views  for  the- good  of 
your  country  j'  but,  the  turn   things  have 

■  taken,  induces  me  once  more  to  address  you. 

' -^The  eicellent "  stind    whicli    you    are 

making  for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  En- 
glishmen is  absolutely  without  example  in  the 
^VinaU  even  of  this,  once*s6  ftimed  land  of 
freedom.  If  you  succeeds  causing^irFrartcjs 
Burdettto  be  relurnedto  prirlianient,  ybu  will 

*  have  dvjne  more  for  the  country,  in*  the  space 
of  fourteen  days,  than  hns  been  done  for  it, 
durinp;  the  last  hundred  years.  It  will,  as 
Mr.  Jennings  hafi  so  well  stated  it  at 'the 
hustings,  convince  tTiose'who  have  so  long 

*  Set  the  voice  of  ithe  people  at  defiance,  that 
-^there  is^'  still  a  Puilk  in 'England."*  And, 
■^as  to  the  object  of  your  choice,  who  will,' 

be  assufed,  soon  possess  the  confidence  of 
evefy  "^00// man  that  is  now  prejudiced  a- 


gainst  him,  he,  too,  will  now  be  oonvfcced, 
that  the  people,  the  real  people  of  England, 
whose  voice  you  spec::,  are  still  wor&iy  dT 
his  best  exertions  rn  their  behalf;  which  et- 
ertions  he  will  not,  iif  he  has  life  and  health, 

fail  to  make. Ft  is,  and  long  has  been, 

my  settled  opinion,  that  he  was  iwt  only 
the  fittest  person  to  ttpresent  you ;  bnt 
that,  without  him  in  parliartwnt,  there  was 
to  be  reasonably  expected  no  good  whateter 
fl"om  any  other  man  5  and  this  opiniofi  I 
have  expressed  to  all  the  persons,  withont  a 
single  exception,  with  whom  I  have  com- 
municated upon  the  subject,  and  to  those 
of  them,  who  have  thought  that  I  miglit  be 
of  some  service  in  London  at  th?s  t?rtie;ll 
have  uniformly  declared,  that,  unless  '&b- 
was  to  be  chosen,  all  efforts  at  the^ksdion 
would  be  useless  to  the  country.— Jtklge 
then.  Gentlemen,  of  the  pleasure  that  I  de- 
rive from  seeing  him  at  the  head  of  the  poll; 
and  especially  when  1  consider  the  maimer, 
in  which  he  has  there  been  p]acH!.  Ju(%&, 
too,  of  the  anxiety  which  I  feel  tipon  tb^ 
subject,  and  the  dread  I  have,  Jttt  the  floods 
of  corruption,  ready  to  be  poured  ibrth  apdn 
every  emergency,  toay  yet  ovet^'helra  yoa. 

^To  him,  to  his  talents,  to  \a%  potltical 

courage,  to  his  justice,  to  liis.wtsdona,  to 
his  merciful  turn  of  mind,  and  to  the  lufln- 
euce  which  he  has  over  the  minds  of  all 
those  whd  come  near  him,  f  look,  not  only 
'  for  a  reform  of  abuses,  but  fbr  the  s^ty  of 
persons  and  of  property,  if  a  time  of  trou- 
ble should  arise.  His  enemies  persist,  not- 
withstanding the  numerous  proofs  to  •  the 
contraiy,  that  he  ^^ishes  to  overturn  the 
constitution  of  England  -,  bnt,  be  yoa  as- 
sured, that,  if  you  return  him  to  parliaoient, 
the  whole  nation  ^mW  be  convinced,  that  his 
object  is  to  restore  and  re-establish  every 
good  thing  that  has  been  lost  or  laid  pros- 
trate, and  to  destroy  nothing  but  that  which 
no  mrvn,  however  corrupt  he  may  be,  will 
dare  openly  to  defend.  The  venal  priu^, 
and  especially  the  Morning  Chronicle,  con- 
tinue to  accuse  him  of  being  a  ik^e  insttu* 
ment  in  the  kand^^f  others,  iVts,  wert  it 
true,  would  be  of  little  consequente.  But, 
the  contrary  has  been  proved  in  so  ibany 
ways,  and  ,so  clearly  proved,  that  m  per- 
severe in  the  accusation  is  peculiarly  ma- 
lignant. This  malice,  hpwev6r,  will  no 
longer  answer  its  end ;  nor  do  1  be- 
lieve, that  if  the  gehtleman.'who  i'e  re- 
presented as  having  «udh'  ab^^Ohit^  po^r 
over  Sir  Francis  Burdetti  wete  dn^/more 
to  stand  forward  in  pdblic  Kfi^,  *he"wiuld,  in 
a  short  time  hence,  meet  ^ith  ,ahjf  of  the 
prejudices,  which  have  '  hef^Wfotfe  *  existed 
-  agmnsf  hSn.-*— I  am 'delighted  beycrfrftn^ 
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•tire  at  pefceiTing,  that  the  cry  of  **  No  Po- 
Vf  pjBY ."  tjj^t  delusive  and  serpent-like 
cry,  has  had  no  effect  upon  your  minds. 
You  have  been'  deluded  by  neither  party. 
You  have  seen  the  thing  in  its  true  light. 
You  have  perceived  it  to  be  a  mei^  contest 
for  who  shall  most  largely  and  securely  prey 
upon  the  puUic.  This  contest  has  opened 
the  way  for  you,  and  you  have  manfully  re- 
solved to  enter  it  if  possible.— The  public 
•pirit,   the  real  loyalty,    the  industry,  the 

^eal,  the  intelligeoce  and  perseverance  of 
the  gentlemen^  who  compose  the  committee 

'  for  conducting  the  election  of  Sir  Francis 
Burdett^  I  was  well  acquainted  with  during 
ibe  last  struggle  >  but,  of  the  whoh  of  their 
conduct  upon  this  occasion  it  is  impos^ble, 
to  speak  in  terms  adequate  to  its  merit. — -, — I 
iament  most  deeply  that  any  thing  should 
have  happened  to  embitter  these  moments  of 
the  brigthest  hopej  I  lament  still  more,  thatany 
of  those,  who  at  any  time  co-operated  with 
me,  should  have  been  led,  by  private  pique, 
to  endeavour  to  thwart  the  great  purpose 
you  have  in  view,  and  thereby  to  have  gi- 
ven me  reason  to  fear,  that,  while  country 
was  upon  their  lips;  self  was  at  the  bottom 

'  of  their  hearts.  Let  us  hope,  however, 
that  th^  will  now  desist  from  their  efforts  5 
efforts  which  will  not  even  produce  the  mis- 
chief tbey  appear  to  intend;  efforts  which 

•  will  not  even  prevent  the  good  which  they 
appear  to  grudge  their  country -j  efforts 
'which  cannot  possibly  have  any  other  effect 
than  that  of  adding  to  their  own  disgrace. 
At  any  late,  whatever  may  be  their  conduct, 
let  tliem  be  assured,  that  their  compliment' 
%ng  me,  and  particularly  at  the  expense  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  will  receive,  as  itme- 

'  rits,  nothing  more  than  my  contempt.  Let 
them  recollect,  that' my  coniptant  precept 
has  been,  to  sacrifice  every  private  feeling 
and  every  private  interest  to  the  prbCic 
good.  How  many  times,  and  how  earn- 
estly, have  I  repeated  this  precept !  a  pre- 

-  cept  which  I  have,  I  trust,  enforced  by 
my  example.  What  ground,  then,  can 
there  be  for  expecting  me  to  approve 
^,  or  not  openly  to  censure  a  line 
of  conduct,  in  which  the  public  good 
is  manifestly  sacriliced  to  private,  yea,  and 
to  most  unjust  revenge  >    More  particular-, 

'  ly,  at  this  time,  I  shall  not  speak  upon  this 
subject)  and,  my  sincere  and  anxious  wish, 
is,,  th'at  I  may  ^ever  find  it  necessary  to 

speak  tapbn  the  subject  again. ^To  the 

sulscrfption,  which  the  committee  have  set' 
on  footi  I  shall  contribute  according  to  niy 

•  very  moderate  meahs^  and,  Gentlemen,  it 
requires  nothing  niore  than  a  very  nfioderate 
^Kmtrifb«tt^  miQfevtry  man  of  us,  ib  oKier^ 


k>  answer  all  the  legal  purposes  even  of  a 
contest  such  as  you  are  now  supporting: 
But,  every  man  must  contribute.  The  ne- 
cessary expenses  of  printing  alone  are  const- 
derable,  and  without  printing  intelligence 
cannot  be  communicated.  Were  it  merely 
for  the  honour  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  sure- 
ly he  who  has  suffered  so  much  for  the  peo- 
ple of  England,  would  have  some  daim  up- 
on their  pecuniary  exertions  now.  But,  it 
is  for  our  own  honour,  for  the  liberties  and 
the  independence  of  England,  that  the8« 
exertions  are  demanded;  and,  bow  base 
must  that  man  be,  who,  for  these  objects 
would  not  sacrifice  a  part,  at  least,  of  his 
personal  gratifications  ?— ^Upon  your  ef- 
forts depend,  as  I  have  before  said,  the  po- 
litical destinies  of  our  comitry,  and  that 
these  efforts  may  be  completely  successlial  ia 
the  anxious  prayer  of 

Your  faithful  friend. 
And  obedient  servant, 
Wm.  Cqbbbtt. 
Bodey,  I4th  May,  I8O7. 

PUBLIC    MBM. 

Ci vis's   1st  Letter, 

Sir, It  is  no  less  the  reproach  of 'ocr 

public  men,  than  the  misfortune  of  the 
state,  that  their  conduct,  whether  in  or  oot 
of  office,  is  almost  universally  dictated,  ra- 
ther by  motives  of  individual  advancement 
and  party  views,  than  by  a  sincere,  disin- 
terested ambition  to  promote  the  general  ifi- 
terests  of  the  empire.  To  obtain  the  pos- 
session of  power,  and  to  maintain  themselves 
therein,  when  acquired,  are  the  grand  objects 
of  their  desire  and  exertions.  Each  party 
professes  to  pursue  the  course  that  would 
tx:si  insure  the  national  welfare;  but  all 
parties  are  faithful  to  that  course,  by  which 
their  own  views,  and  those  of  their  party 
may  be  most  likely  to  be  promoted..  lu  the 
contest  for  places  and  the  good  things  of  of- 
fice, a  decided  opposition  of  principles,  as 
well  as  measures,  is  necessary,  if  not  natural. 
What  at  first  may  have  been,  but  the  arbi- 
trary means  of  annoying  an  adversary,  must, 
in  the  progress  of  a  political  contention,  be- 
come the  peremptory  creed  of  tlie  state  Kti- 
gant.  Sdf  occupies  so  large  a  portion  of  a 
modern  statesman's  consideration,  that  he 
will  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice  the  public  inte- 
rests to  his  individual  consistehcy.  Hence 
the  extraordinary  and  alarming  fluctuation  in 
the  prmciples  of  government  dnd  the  cha- 
racter of  public  measures,  within  a  very  few 
years.  The  pccfcnt  is  the  fifth  administra- 
tiop;  in  succession,  in  the  short  interval,  tkit 
has  elapsed,  since  the  union  with  Irdanfl. 
No^hvo  have  agreec^  either  in^priiifei^es  or 
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T^W!^*^  fofib,  succec^d  to  po)ver  bain- 
pp[re4  W'i^)i^  <i^if  deicl^^tioQfi  in  opposition/ 
«^d.  cfnseqpjsn^y^  «a^b^  wi^h  the  exception' 
-QJ5J^r4  Sidmout^s  first  year's  essay,  pro- 
•C^e$l  upon,  ilifferenit  priqpiples  of  policy/ 
W holier ^ iiy  pne  pf  these  evanescent  adini- 
.|ii^t^aLip9u»  cpippos^d  a  wi^  or  e£^ietit  go-' 
i^#;oin^^Jt,  lit  is  noifprjine  to  determine; 
bvH  ^  M^e  |>o  hefcit9tIon  tq  say,  ihnt  they 
c^d  not  all  have  been  right  in  the  adoption 
'q£e^u^  opposite  ^liicl  contradictory  measures. 
^^y.^PYe  been  the  p^geant^  pf  their  day  j 
|Jhi9  Ggre  andf  Little  Thtunb  succeeds  Mo- 
IbftT  C^Qo^  j  tb^  unthipkiDg  herd  is  amused 
by  the  .i^os^ltj! ;  bii^  to  retlectin^  minds  the 
-ifliS^biUty  K^  goverpment  and  public  mea- 
■Wff^^  prc^')it4  an  alarming  symptom  of  de- 
•Witjf*. .9^^  wi  wn^tappy  presage  of  what  the 
>C^Mi^ryii)^  to  IppH  forward  to,  unless  some 
9ppeavau<;e  of  vigour  m  length  be  manifesLed 
♦qi5Q4jn^^<6Vcbjevidence  of* decay.  It  is 
»«J  tp >&  df*iH?d,  xi;^at  each  party,  on  its  ac- 
^^^%Q;  tp  l^yy^i  has 'shewn  a  most  consist-^ 
mt  aMenjLion  to  party  ol^ects.  Their  own 
ii^tei^est^.and  tbe  pi-oniotioh  of  their  connec- 
tions bave  been,  uniforiply,  the  first  objects 
of  their  .cjgrer  airi  ibfi  constant  aim  of  their 
j»*iowi  wli^iMide.  Political  Integrity,  like 
llie  magp^t,.  is  iiivariable  in  its  direction, 
noteis  divertied  frpip  the  line  of  attraction, 
by  .tb^  ini|uen/(;e  oif  some  adventitious  cause. 
GoisideratiiOQs  pf  individual  or  c^ricions 
IQOBgi^ncy^  ,a()d  party  views^  like  the  nail 
^batd^aws  tjbie  needle  from  its  proper  direc- 
^n»  divert  tbe  attention  of  tbe  statesman 
ifoaytb^  only  legitimate  object  of  his  care, 
tbe  public  good.  Sut  it  is  not  tbe  aposti^cy 
ifa  perverse,  conf^istepcy  of  public  men,  that 
i»  to  he.  coQjsideied  mo^t  alarming,  in  the 
.events  ibM  bav^  lately  taken  place  -,  it  is  the 
/incpnaisteocy  pf  parliament.  We  have  seen 
4be  saone-  {mliam^nt  supporting  two  succes- 
■fiwadn^iniftUations,  formed  upon  different 
cjH'inptpJfee^  and  professing  opposite  notions  of 
/policy  ftod  government.  JEither  may  be 
;figbt  or  wrong,  but  parliament  cannot  be 
cooai^teot  in  snppor^ng  both.  If  the  repre  • 
fenlatives  of  tbe  people  are  to  go  over  to 
every  administration  that  maj^  be  formed, 
en  masse,  the  right  qf  election  i«^-»ugatory. 
Tbettcron»n,  in  effect,,  Would,  in  such  a  si- 
tuation -of  things,  absorb  the  fiaictions  of  the 


(niafster  of  tb^  ^.  A'par^aqUfiat^ ' 
of  such  plia  Wityi  wfeU  deMfif^  the  rf , 
contained  in  the  ^rrogamt  ifi8tanat|oi^  ^ 
Lord  Castlere^gb,  In  th^s^ebate  ofyf^dtk^h^ 
day  la^,  that,  ontot  ^  tbe  pale  o^  tb»  Ufm  mfA  - 
of  the  pres^  go?ermncftt>  tb«re  m^  ^Pt 
third  class  of  men  from  wbicb^  an  ad^iii»- 
tration  cooM  be  formed.  The  modesty  4^f 
this  obsenaticn  is  truly  unique  ybd  ttD(Mirai* 
le)e4.  The  late  administration  wev^fsSd  ||f' 
their  partisans  tp  compr^and  all  tbe.tikiMi^ 
of  tl>e  country ;  a  silly  boaetj  Wbidi  iSkm-, 
members  of  that  admiviiitr^ipiv  0v«f  di#> 
clainoed,  whatever  may  hme  been  tbwPfhp> 
dements.  No  person  was  itiore  i6tmud-  m 
reprobatmg  the  insolent  I'aniiy  of  s^b#  pff*' 
teiision,  thap  Lord  CasCleres^g^,  Sot  wyr 
his  lordship's  Indignatioh  tli^  tp^o^  m^ 
generous  feeling,  for  tb6  ^barigw  pJFan  m^' 
lightened  nation,  tnfirdlted  by  sueh  t-  pi^ 
sumptuous assertioh >  No!  not  iivhlfrlai4'^ 
I  ship's  bosom  there  h  no  place  for  tbete  uo^  - 
.  party-like  sentiments.  Consdoos  6{  bit 
own  abihties,  and  of  tbe  great,^  tbough  UB* 
obtrusWe,  merits  of  those  wllb  Sitrhti^  ba 
acted,  be  f^lt  a  personal  and  a  party  morfctfi** 
cation  at  the  sentence  of  esckM&ba  agatait 
them.  Mine  tU^  hchrytnce.  But  M)  ioolifr 
Ts  bis  lordship  restored  loofiSoc^  th^a  he  am 
sertsfais  claim  to  a  pfe-emineiiq»t>jftai0Dl^»' 
It  was  said  of  the  late  ministers,  tbili  ib^^ 
comprehended  all  thetalenUbf  tbecoaDtiy, 
This  Lord  Oastlerea^h  denied^  and  tbe  \aim 
ministers  disclaimed.  Yet  befpre  bit  ktfd^ 
ship  feels  warm  on  tbe  Treasury  Beficb>  hm 
modestly  proclaims  to  tbe  parliament  mad 
the  country,  that  there  are  no  tajeats  ip-  ei- 
ther, out  of  the  drdes  of  tbe  late  and  pre^ 
sent  administration.  The  Greeks  called  all 
nations  barbarous  but  their  own  :  the  Ro- 
mans adopted  tbe  sweeping  exclusion,  e^-* 
cepting  ot)Iy  the  Greeks;  but  both  the 
Greeks  and  the  Romans  were  igtvDnint  of  the 
existence  of  the  g4?eat  Empire  of  Gbhi^, 
more  populous  than  both,  and  b3^  Wjgb^  d- 
vilised  as  either*  Do  then  tbe  present  or  the 
late  ministers  flatter  themsehes  that  eKbH^ 
or  both  include  aU  tbe  talents  of  the  cden^ 
try  >  Can  they  suppose,  that,;  biseaute  thtqr 
comprehend  all  the  bhiwlin^  9iaMMpn,ti 
places  and  preferment,  they  contain'  -eU  Ib^ 
enlightened  intellect,  all' the  pr^lfeoild'^«ti^ 
cal  wisdom  of  the  nation  or  the  pi^MHoMtl 
Tbe  opinion  is  too  extravagant  cfrcto  Ibh  t6^ 
vanity  of  egotism  to  entertain,  bt  thtfxi^tifh 
Wty  of  an  be^ess  nnblic  to  ^dbifbibe  ^ 
iTbere  are  and  itpst  be  ms^j^  Mt^f^fsii  Hi 
this  nation,  as  capable  of  cbti^M^^K  '"^^^^ 
fairs,  as  either  the  present trtbi^'^efM^M. 
It  is  not  frothy  declai^iM;  '<^  i^t^Odilli 
p6^\e^  of^bstiingy  that  tib^iiiilMl^'iJl^ 
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pyfciUMiTO  4icqniaiataiyeTyith.  ^  ttates  ef 
B^ffopei'tli^  e)0ar  pftKoep^Uoivat  the  postt'uui 
ao4  Ml9UireMtte«e«(s.qf  UtticotNitiy^  tliase 
ei^i^^itiBpaci'  pfHMtiples  v(  govenunent,  that 
hymwi<tf<Krii^r'gt>to  qf  the  people  ami  the 
pc^lag^t^ve^^.  of  the  orawn,  aad  tht .  enlarged 
idM  kia%}iiiptts  views  upon  ail  tbe  varied  rela^ 
tidM  pf 4  ll^t jempire,  vhich  are  the  enJ; 
0Mbl*%^u»^Miioi>of  political  wLjdom^  are^  t« 
be>.l0aii4.  c|]|itieiiUy  uxuted  ia  x^iinbeFless 
yifr9oiii^  who'jwve  never  engaged,  i a  tl^e 
•oanMeiw  opnte^t  ibc  proiBoti&g  private  ob- 
itg||.byth»  atu^ntnent  of  power.  The  pub* 
Ua  hfta  9«f|l  a4aHt»i*tration  soccoed  adiuiim* 
t99fi$th  fja^/move  rapid  aticoeia^os;  and  with 
kv»ii9tflrest  OK  concern,  in  the  la^ievcu 
ymm, •  .thfa^'at  aay  fcraner  period  i^  onr  hia 
foiyv  Whffiee  tbia  apatbjr  ?  Is  iu  that  the 
minf  ia  J^sa-difficckit^  or  the  dkities  of  kgiala- 
4ki»aQd  government  ieM  ambarrassing,  than 
#o  those^sl  ooeatiocuy  when  the  tahabitanlii 
^  this  country  were  tcadetlj  alive  to  every 
«ariatk)0'<^  policy  io  their  xuleta^  Ase  the 
^$itrs'0f  «be  i^eople  lulled  by  their  conscious - 
B4ia  of  security^  or  does  the  nation  ahat  its 
^fttl-ta  it^  danger  from  an  implictt  and  just 
WQ&deaee  in  the  abilities  apd  iotegri^  of 
ffea  giweaoon.?.  Far.  fronn  it.  The  crises  of 
tt»4ipiea  has  iiever  bean  so  oaomentous^bat 
Qttfartaaately  nbe  rapid  revolutions  of  admt* 
niseraHona  and  measures  has  fatigued  the  so- 
litf  tode  d*  the^puUic,  and  neutralised  those 
trvlf  Bntisfa  ^ings,  that  gane  every  ipfaa^ 
#ttant  of  this  land  of  ^-eodom^a  varoLintft- 
real  iu^  the  adoaiBistiatioa  of,  public  af&ira. 
Thepeofligate  sel^bnassof  public  naen, and 
iIm  tmexampled  instability  of  goveroaaeiit 
kave  destroyed  every  source  of  lust  confi- 
dence. We  cannot  trust  to  th(Me>  who 
oenoience  their  adcnibistration  by  taking 
ewe  of  their  own  interests,  and  whose  pro- 
h^bh  duration  in  office  ooaf  not  afibrd  then 
my  ^portunity  of  doing  aiqr  thing  e^tual- 
ly  fisr  the  public  interest.  When  (h\%  pre- 
MfitfToua  ceuciie  of  preferring  private  objects 
jia. public  duty  ia  uniformly  pursued  by  each 
^agesaim  ada»ini8(ration^  when  at  a  time  of 
^p^rt^iffigottyaod  danger,  requiring  all  the 
^AtAotdHiai^  resourpea  df  the  state  to  be 
l»rojq^Vinta  activity,  the.publjc  i&scandal- 
JacAfOd  diagnated  at  the  mercenary  and  ^pri- 
piiy^e<jndtict  of  public  men;  when  even 
jj^W^aatares  are  itamed,  ks  much  with  a 
vfitwria  their  selfish  pluecta,  as  to  the  inte- 
wmL^frfi^  8late,:itiaabsokueljrimpoasible, . 
t^i^bqn^toi  4iould  ^  duped  jnto  a  sor  ; 
m/n4m  ffiU  |9po4(feoce  to  iioUow  professions 
Mm^'^^ti  agaip^t  such  c^chisiv^  evidence ! 
«^p<4|Ua|)  pirodigac^.   ^emea^ui:pfbrad-j 
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ranks  in  the  armf  ^tfafy  v«»b«Mi|gktfbrii 
ward  by  one  set  ol'  m^n,  to  airengUhfO  th<^m? 
selves  in  office,  and  opposed  by  anotket  witfl 
a  view  to  the  attainvrient  of  po^ife^er.  ff  tki 
la^e  administration  Kad  acted  solely  upott 
public  grounds,  the  ccmntry  would  bava  th# 
benefit  of  the  measurei,  to  which  the  X^og' 
bad  given  bis  assent ;  vf  the  preient  min^ 
ters  ha^  acted  fr  ura  a  sense  of  duty  c}^,  tib# 
public  woiild  not'  uow  have  to  des^ahr  of  tkt 
accomplishtnent  of  a  meagre,  which  so  faa 
as  it  went,  would'  have  proved  highly  beMf* 
'ficial  to  thenatito).  Th0  selfi^^  ol^ectaef 
both  parties  have  defeated  the  interests  olUi# 
public,  and  sown  \\he  seeds  of  internal  diic 
cord,  at  a  time^lWn  universal  union  is  ^ 
essential,  by  the  re-rival  of  ib^  itcriniouioal 
discussioa  pf  questions,  which  have  ever  hi« 
tberto  turned  apon  an  appe^  from  roa&my 
humanity,  and  oammon  sehse,  to  pre^udk» 
and  the  worst  of  ^oaasions  of  tke  hooMii 
breast.  The  extent  of  tbe  misekief  ia  aoi 
ei^ily  to  be  calculated)  but  one  Iking  is  cety 
t^in,  that,  wbilafe,  in  the\^xteiisive  spharo  of 
our  militai^  operations  in  a.11  <|uarten  of  tfi# 
world,  we  kave  to  contendf  WiAh  noiuarDav 
and  obstinate  enemies,  witk  jelenaen^,  eli? 
mates  arid  perhaps  pestikntM  uudadiei^ 
any  policy  mbstbe  hunous/tkat  would  skttt 
out  one  of  the  most  abondamt  |our<j«t  Of  mp^ 
^y  to  keep  up  the  numbei^  of  oui^  0tiiyk 
But,  I  kave  been  led  too  far  by  1h^  waymck 
of  my  feelings.  I  had  intended,  wbtn  I  bo>- 
gan,  to  devote  the  greatest  part  of  this  MUi 
to  an  impartial  consideration  of  tkatnieasuv0^» 
and  the  objections  urged  against  it,  in  oMJbr 
to  shew,  that  it  was  rather  to  be  con^arad 
a  great  public  than  a  limited  Coolie  meat- 
sure.  What  I  had  to  stato  npon  that  bead 
shall  be  the  subject  of  a  futufe  conttnunicA* 
^tion,  if  you  should  deem  this  deserviUjf  M 
place  in  your  Register,  and  followed  up  16 
succession  with  stataoietits  respecting  tke 
actual  state  of  Ireland,  the  caused  e#  t)i^  6». 
quent  interruptions  6t  Its  tiMMudUiiy,  a^li 
die  means  of  securing  Us  internal  quiet,  ^ 
only  posfiihle  mode  of  eonsolidatittgtis  umaii 
with  this  country.— Cjvis.—.Laiwliiit>  4pril 
20,  I807.  V 


FOOl   Lil^WS. 

Cmtaining  Observatiom  on  A.  0:^$ first 
Letter. 
.  Sir ;-- — -Ai  the  revibioii  of  the  poor  bwa 
is  a  sulgect  at  present  under  parimraedtary 
review,  anl  as  U  yields  to  no  other  itt  point 
of  real  importance,  k  wotdd  be  i<atdrat  tlAt 
any  letter  appearing  upon  tW  stibjeet  in  ^t^ 
Register  should  ^gage  the  attpnttocr^  jnbbr 
r^ad^^i  but  w^en  wlch  'i  Itttdt,  Sit'ii  fbi- 
iBiad  imjer  pSix;  ptc^ttofo^  Mi(?te  old 
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stands  recommended  b^  a  discriminating 
mtkid'  Kfce  ydors,  as  a  nroducttc^  replete 
%ith  IttfdtTOatlOn,  the  public  attention  must 
W'  additiOfiatty  etcited ;  such  had  your  its 
<idrtlmettdation  upon  me,  Mr,  Cobbett,  but 
I'  am  "soTrj  it  sfiouid  feU  to  my  lot  to  prove 
migtiattefui  for  your  kindness,  and  that  I 
ibould  be  induced  to  say,  what  I  do  most 
l^qiiitocaHy,  thai^  I  have  seldom  seen  a  let^ 
ter  on'a  J^i/esnbject,  in  which  the  poverty 
ftfcoovietion  and  the  abusfe  of  words  have 
beeh  more  evidenriy  marke/d  than  in  that  of 
jroor  correspondent  A.  O; — ^The  attempt  or 
titber  the  incKnation  of  A.  O.,  as  I  collect 
from  the  introductory  part  of  his  letter,  is  to 
decry  thesystemof  Mr.  Mai ihus  ;— -a  system 
ImHtupon  propositions,  hone  of  which  are 
Astitfctly  stated,  and  none,  consequently,  dis- 
tinctly t«futed.  1  did  feel  the  hope,  Mr. 
Cobbett,  from  the  late  discission,  find  iwta 
yow  sbntlmcnts  upon  tlys  "  learned  langua- 
ges,'' that  we  had  seep  the  vanity,  the  folly 
<jf  i^e  declamation'ajr/d  unmeaning  verbiage,  > 
Mid  thslt- we  had  ieamt  to  appreciate  language  ^ 
©hly  in  propoiflion  as  it  conveyed  manly  ar- 
gument and  d^tWinct  clear  ideas :  but  how 
xnt7cb.  Sir,  of  this  sterling  sense  has  thelet*  ' 
ter  of  A.  O;  >  What  principle  of  Mr.  Mai- 
thu8*8  do^  he  investigate,  which  he  takes 
the  liberty  of  condemning  >  Really,  Mr. 
Cobbett,  but  from  your  knotvh  hiflEsible  i«- 
tegrity,  I  ^ihould  be  led  to  conjecture,  that 
the  champions  for  the  *'  learned  languages  '* 
bad  bribed  you  Itito  an  eulogium  of  a  letter, 
that  so  evidently  owes  its  birth  to  the  clouded 
System  of  their  education.-*-&r,  the  condi- 
tion of  the  poor  has,  for  a  series  of  years, 
occupied  the  attemion  of  many  men,  whose 
tninds  have  been  both  capacious  and  benevo- 
lent. It  is  the  highest  branch  of  political 
philosophy ;  and  yet  a  subject  of  subh  pecu- 
liar delicacy,  jfrom  the  prejudice  that  per- 
trades  the  rbitids  of  the  millions  who  are  inte- 
rested in  Its  developement,  that  very  few 
llave  been  found  with  courage  and  manliness 
enough  to  beat  it  with  genuine  impartiiHty, 
because  they  were  aware.  Sir,  that  the  truth, 
by  presrtpg  6n  tlve  claims  pf  the  many,  who 
would  thereby  feel  aggrieved,  would  give  to 
the'crafty  S3rcophant,  who  is  grovelling  his 
way  to  power  by  the  delusion  of  the  multi- 
tude; ab "opportunity  of  raising  himself  in 
public  estimation  by  a  seeming  benevolence, 
.iJtFhich  could  be  only  justly  attributed  to  the 
roan  ,wb<tee  fame  he  would  beenabled  to  ruih 
by  insidious  detraction.  For  this  manliness 
ddOTO,  Sir>  I  ssy,  whatever  may  be  the  re- 
sult or  the  rectitude  of  the  system  of  Mr. 
Malthus,  he  has  a  claitp  to  our  best. thank's. 
Voo  ktH)\r,  Ml'.  Cobbett,  (no  man  better) 
tb^  UAe  grgat^iart  of  the  <^^t%  cfftbe  World 
-  ■  ■   -'      -'-• -   -    -  '       \ 


are  only  to  be  corrected  by  manly  eneigy ,  m^' 
awed  by  popular  indignatioii :  sudt-a  cftn* 
tor  has  Mr.  Malthus  ethiccd  himself;  beba% 
dared  to  give  to  the  trorid  what  he  h^ar  con»- 
sidered^olesome  truths,  though  hesawtb* 
formidable  host  of  gentfe,  cuttpass)6Date, 
imd  8ymj>at3slsing  souls,  the  membersr  of 
Lloyd's  Fund,  together  with  the  meltios 
guardians  of  the  Vice  Society^  all  prepared 
with  tbehr  weapons  for  bb  immediate  de»- 
struction*  but  little  did  I  tiiink  that  you, 
Mr.  Cobbett,  would  haVe  joined  in^  fbe  cry  of 
"  hard-hearted  doctrine.'*  What  are  the 
principles.  Sir,  on  which  this  hard -hearted 
doctrme  fs  founded  ?  Let  us  hear  them  first 
stated  and  refuted y  and  then  deal  your  "e^ 
thets  of  proscription  as  fluently  as  you  please. 
Let  this  treasurer  of  L10yd*s  Fund,  this  -chy 
taint,  (for  sudi  I  cannot  help^tbrnking  A.O. 
must  be  from  bis  letter)  state  the  basiis  i^jmmi 
which  Mr.  Malthus's  system  is  built,, and Itt 
him  canvass  the  positions  fairly  and  tlt^paai- 
sioftately,  befoife  he  talks  of  *'  metaphystcii 
'^  distinctions,  and  the  fcobwebs  of  phiteio- 
"  phyj"  before  l^e  ushers  into  the  worid^i 
declaration,  that  "  Mr.  Malthus  h^  admi- 
*'  rabiy  reconciled  the  old  quarrd  between 
"  speculation  and  practice,  by  shewing' that 
"  our  duties  and  our  mces  both  lean'  tkesnmEt 
**  umyy  and  that  the  ends  of  pulHc  virHte 
"  and  benevolence  are  best  anntered  hf  tht 
"  meanness,  pride,  extravngance,  cedd  in^ 
*'  OTtHbUity  of  individuals:"  Is  thia  tlife 
language.  Sir,  let  me  ask,  adapted  to  tlie 
great  purpose  of  an  inquiry  dfter  truth  ?  li 
this  the  manner  in  which  A.O.  imagines  « 
work  which  has  cost  the  experience  and 
penetrative  compiler  tnany  an  aaxtouslioiiry 
is  to  be  refuted  ?  Sir,  i  challenge  A.  O.  ti> 
produce  any  one  position,  put  by  Mri  Mal- 
thus, in  which  virtfie  is  not  endea>x>ujrod  to 
be  promoted,  and  vice  diminished ;  in 
which  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  tonJ- 
munity  are  not .  anxiously  endeavoured  to 
be  uph'feld,  and  the  happiness  and  baniaooy 
of  society  to  be  advanced.  1  should  not.  Sir 
have  lavished  so  niuch  in  generals,  and  vhkh 
you  probably  may  think  I  hare  dorte  uone- 
cessarily,  but  that  I  ha^  a  vtery  diflfefeijt 
feeling  iVomthat  witii  which  you  acetnttxw 
Tmpr?»sod,  in  respect  of  the  4«/e«/nwtt)fyoifr 
corre8pondent  A.  O.  You  ifiidgine,  tWt 
when  !:•:  mentions,  at  the  end  of  bfe  letter, 
his  inclination  of  givirig,  in  anotker  fettet, 
the  proof  of  his  assertions,  that  be  is  in  jeslr- 
ons  in  making  tIAt  dedanition.f-Orttbfe  con- 
trary. Sir,  I  firmly  beliei^,  tbht  A-;*©.  Wa 
no  sucb  iodination  j  that  he  never' meAs^H) 
«nter  into  an  investigatSon-oftbeYeatoiilg 
Of  Mr.  Milthas>  b&t  tha^hi4  other  4e^;>lf 
anotbeir  %oU  appear;,  witlfbf^  SMifdE^^  U|| 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC- 


:88iJ 

thc^  present,  ta  cootain  g^neif^  asiertlQ]^ 
4X>piou8  4eUactioD,  .aad  J30  oqe  ^ncoikpt  tp 
imjuirie  into  or  .€aa?asa  the  principletii  laid 
d^wti  by,  tlie  *f  cbeck-populatioji..  pliilpso- 
*' pher,V  ai.you  have, designated  Mr.JIdalr 
thUs»  fiat.  Sir,  that  youc  corrospoodeut  ma^r 
Jbe  driven  from  an  uuge;nerous  attempt  of 
<&eiug  op{$rol>rio^s  withont  ai^ument^.U'  hjp 
entertains  such  a  wish,  which  I  aifb  p.rone  to 
believe  he  does;,  I  call  upon  him  in  his  next 
4etter  to  fulfil  his  promise,  and  fairly  and 
x>peniy  to  disouss  the  prinoiples  lai(|  down  by 
.«Mc.  Maitbus^  andy  Sir,-  that  no  ^misrepre- 
lient^tioa  of  that  gentleman's  principles  may 
take  place,  1  will  t'tke  the  liberty,  of  stating 
what  I  understand  them  to  be.  l^he  impor- 
tant position.  Lconceive  to  belaididown,  and 
i>n  whicl)  Mr..  Mai  thus' 9  system'  is  chiefly 
founded,  is  that,  by  the  immuti^ble  law  of 
nature,  the  procreattve  power  of  man  is 
greater '  tban  the  productive  powpr  of  food  ; 
vr,  in  other  words,  that  there  is^  a  constant 
disposition  in  the  human  specie!  to  increase 
,  ixfymd  the  means  of  subsistence*  This  is  a 
pf^fiition  therefore,  Sir,  that  I  call  upon  A.  O. 
in  tb^  first  instance  to  controvert ;  for,  if  it 
Jbe  irrpfcagable,  then  it  must  foljlow,  ex  we- 
ceisiiaU,  that  unless  this  tendency  to  increase 
4^  by  some  means  or  other  preventeid  or 
Recked,  that  at  some  period  or  other  the 
means  of  subsistence  must  be  deficient^  and 
4hat  that  dehciepcy  wUl  be  in  proportion  to 
the  increaied  population :  and  as  scarcit;^  in- 
^rreaseS)  and  poverty  makes  its  eppear^ince^ 
4ts  attendants,  misery  and  vice»  niust  be  pro- 
portionally multiplieil.  ■  Now,  Sir,  if  the 
.acuteness  and  discernment  of  your  corres- 
pondent A.  0«  should  be  incapable  of  explo- 
ding these  propositions,  anjd  which, ,  I  pre- 
-tome,  you  will  fhink  Ia  candour  he  ought  to 
do,  beforit;  he  enlarges  the  bounty  ofhis  cen* 
•nrifig  epithets,  the  only  subject  left  for  con- 
.fider^lioQ,  will  be,  in  wliat  way  the  evil  can  be 
best  recnedied.  Mr.  Maltluis  has  ventured  to 
•ay,  that  poverty  is  an. evil:  will  the  rich 
philanthropists  at  Lloyd's  say  it  is  not}  But 
•  if  poverty  arises  from  a  scarcity  of  provisions, 
.it  does  not  seem  indicative  of  extraordinary 
.Aumaaity  to  wish  to  increase  the  number  of 
ithose  whov  will  be  craving  for  food,  while,  at 
the  sa^ae^ime,  the  quantity  of  food  is  to  re- 
-main  stationary : -r*^^  those  ieTider- hearted 
^patur«s<  those  mea  of  melting  charity;, 
rwill  Jiardly  advance .  that  as  a  philanthro^ 
'plctoe^isuie,  ^utthen^  perhaps,  we. shall 
.pe  ^qld/«  tb2|(  the  oiuse-  of  this  increase 
^ -pQ^l^ion  is  impl^ted  pn  .  man  by 
j^  jQTfUnapqe,  ,o^  t^  liiety,  and  %\\^,  as 
'^  j^g^  fprdain^',by<*  Q^d  bft^e  fthai; 

<(ffil'S5i:*fe  W\m  ^«^.#<f  4f5fei(?  «3i5*¥ 
•f  tnesptdes  ought  not  to  be  stinted ;  out/^ 
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Mr,  CobbeU,  will  ndt  th^'^sme  ^gjgnpiei^ 
apply  to  every  other. passion^  a^wiil  tht 
Mme  reasoners  enforce  tb^  propriety  of  ii^ 
duigiog  to  thev  fullest  jaxtent  all  our  othet 
passioju^  if  they  do,  y^t  becomes,  of,  thaf 
master-spring  of  main,  his  reas»n ;  of  what 
utility  will  that.be  stated  to  be^  tf.we  aice  tp 
sm^er  the  instinctive  parts  of  n[um  to  ravt 
ad  libituoiv  Our  reason  informs  us  tli^t  t# 
destroy  a  human  being  is  an  of^ce  of  ^n- 
siderable  magnitude  U)V9wv)&  tlie  author  of 
nature  ;  will  not  however  the  same  chain  of 
reasoning  equally  inform  us,  that  the  brit^* 
ing  into  the  world  a  progeny  without  anji 
noLaans  of  support,  is  a  murdei:  of  greater 
iniquity  than  any  other,  in  proportion  as  il 
is  more  deliberate,  and  as  famine  is  the 
most  acute,  and  dreadful  of  all  speeies  of 
mortality.  .  Jn  fact^  Sir,  in  what  way  can 
an  evil  be  better  prevented  thai!  by  remov* 
ing  the  cause  ?  Will  that  not  more  become 
the  wisdom  of  man,  than^  by  sufieriug  thai 
cause  to  rema'm  unrestrained^  to  make  it 
necessary  for  such  occasional  diveadful  visi- 
tations of  Providence,  as  famine  and  pesti?' 
lence  to  clear  away  the  superfluous  popula* 
tion  ?  But  I  shall  proce^  no  farther  Aipon 
this  topic  for  the  present. — I  have  only  been 
aaxipus  in .  this  letter  to  stem  the  delusive 
ejects,  which  an  indiscriminate  profusion 
of  tender,  and  sympathising  expressiqins^ar^ 
apt  tp  have  upon  the  judgment  of  nuin/  by 
calling  his  passions  to  its  aid  i  and  which 
UQuy.  have  the  necessary  eJfect  of  pr^ducmg 
a  prejudice,  that  once  raised^  ferw  mea 
Will  be  found  disposed  to  attack  $  and  I 
most  sincerely  hope  that  such  of  y»ur  read-^ 
ers,  Sir,  who  have  not  perused  .Mr.  Mal-> 
thus's  work  attentively,  will  waitforadis* 
passionate  and  impartial  investigation  of  tb^ 
principles  he  has  laid  down,  before  the)i 
join  in  reprobating  him  9ii  a  hard-bearted 
misanthropist.  However,  to  shew  those 
who  have  not  perused  Mr,  Malthus^  that  hf 
has  some  traits  of  benevolence  in.  his  cha^ 
racter,  1  will  just  quote  a  passage  from  bis 
work,  which  will,  I  am  satisfied,  prove  to 
any  unprejudiced  enquirer,  that  Mr.  Mai- 
thus  possesses  the  tflue  and  genuine  spirit  o{, 
philanthropy  and  benevolence^  virtues 
which  are  so  frequently  bruited,  .yet  solit^ 
tie  known  by  that  part  of  sqclety  who  are 
so  clamourous  in  their  behalf.  "We  ar?f 
**  not,"  says  Mr.  Malthus,  '*  in  amr  case,, 
"  to  los/5  a  present  opportunity  of  doing 
"  good,. from.  the. mere  supposition  that  we 
*'i  -may  possibly  meet  with  a  worthier  ©bjeqt, 
"in  all  ^f'ubtful  cas^,  it  rta^;  b^  safely 
'^^.laid  doMrp  as-^urcH^ty  to  fpUow  the,nat^i* 

''  when  in  fulfiinng  our  onligattM  as  rea* 
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*'  mrnMt  Wngs  6>tftteQd  to  tbecw^iefiw- 

I"  ta  of  our  actioi^s,  we,hav»,  ffoc^  >9r 

Bad  .  that  ,of  ;«G^i;irft 

(m^  that  lii#  e)09f«i9e 

ifjente,  tQ  c^k  our 

j  m  tW  one  4ireeti9ii> 

,  tbecaalid  a^qpir^  tbe 

]  g  tkcm  in  the  other.*' 

.  due  couidaratioa  9f 

li^cult  to  attadv  to  tlie 

,    ., ^^jctecof  hard-ib«avt«d| 

and  still  leas  tbaf  of  inisanthropist.  -  I  bfld 
aicnpst  omitted  to  mention;  that  education, 
)lj  which  is  not  to  be  uoder.stgQd  the  koew 
jedge  of  vthe  *'  Learned  Langviagcs,'*  but 
khe  cuUivatiou  of  the  human .  miad^  by 
enabling  it  to  form  a  just  conception  of  men 
>|nd  things^  is  thoirght  b^  Mr«  Malthus^and 
I  believe  by  most  thinking  nieii»  as  the  best 
^if  not  the  onlj  c^ectwal  nuide  of.  improving  , 
the  morals^  and  consequently  the  iiappineas 
of  focietyr  •  but  such  a  scliema.  ia. reprobated 
by  A.  .0.  for  a  very  curious  jeaaon  as  it  apn* 
petrs  to  me  5  he  says,  **  is  kDO\j'lrdge  in 
**  itself  a  principle  of  $uch  univeraal  and  in- 
'*  disputable  excellence  that  it  can  (lever  he 
^  misapplied,  that  it  can  never  be  snade  tb* 
'*  inatrumeut  and  incentive  to  raischtd^  or 
**  that  it  can  never  be  mixed  and  oontami- 
^*  nat^d  with  baser  matter  ?  '*  I  would  a^ 
jrou,  Mr.  Cobbett,  whether  thU  k'md  of  ar- 
gument does  not  recal  to  your  memory  the 
lolid  reiison  a  father  gave  for  not  permitting 
his  cbihl  to  learn  10  read  or  wrltej  namely, 
that  he .  bad  thereby  e£H:tually  prevented 
him  froAi  beipg  punuahed  for  a  foigery.  If 
the  possijbility  of  converting  or  straining  a 
tirtue  into  vice»  be  an. allowable  argument 
against  tho  encouragement  of  virtue,  then 
is  A.  O.'s'  an  argunoent  against  the  propaga- 
tion of  lealTiing, — ^But  to  the  present  ver^iAiFt 
Mat;  I  shatl  postpone  my  further  remarks 
until  a^er  tibe  promised  letter  of  A.  O.  shall 
tnake  its  appeairance.  W,  F.  S. 

'    Lincoln  s  Jan. 

Being  ihe  secqnd  Leiier  qf  A.  O. 

9iK,-^— TJie  English  have  been  called  a 

nation  of  philosophei:s  |  as  I  <M>nGeive  on 

Very  slender  foundations.   They  are>  indeed, 

^^ave  people,  spmewhat^lpwand  doll,  and 

%^uld  be  wise,  if  th^  ceuld.   IJhey  $ire  ©fa 

iiielatKrhoIf  tufn, .  and   extreoiely  wxi^JUa 

«tibtkt  what  dpes  npt  cprieetn  them,    Xbey 

ire  ^ond  of  deep  que^tiofts.  witboa^  i^Dfi^P' 

tiatidinf  tfaem  3  and  have  ihat  perpbxed  and 

loddlngkrhd  oi.*  Intellect,  which  takes  de* 

^ht^ln  ^ffictilties  and  ^^onM^tjei^wit^^ 


{'{Mi 

im^6verfCdm]B«>  imbCDiiflhBMttrftjMut.:iQ 
»io#Mpigtianeiiiteaa|fth«tr«ftt8i<Mhtr^ifc* 
Ha  te:  pooibitndt'wfaattHr  4sv«eni|gi^.iOi^ 
inilMyttetMiii,  ;a)iifeqrtkiqtc'.4ilitslribia:M' 
m^  -ewli liaipohaiscejt .  Wnfjpie 
#W|li  tnsiantot.ef  ^mmiBem  avd/^ii^ 
ffdiect  IB  .scicMe;9vtnipblitfoa;  wkiaietali^ 
?for.  tbctinlffbtdi  wxmHakXfikj  ^^^J^n^^tmmb 
4)r^ii9i  !enav  aAd-fcad.tip«n^34ffd,:>lqF'i4e 
Jtirnedwf  me  tUeA»llptoili»  ttoeiwhKi.  to 
oa  purpose iflfaecit  oitBi.e6sami4fyaaoCkerla 
merallx  refedyteateftiipraod  takeHaflfede. 
Thus  thei'e  ia  a  ^eTpe^al>  reMleta  jueoteaiiin 
ol'  phJlosofiBrs,  and  syatems  ef pMoiifllJ'f 
and  the  pqeof  they  gite  yott  %i  their  nhdait 
to  day, .  ia  by  sbming  yon  <«l)al!  ^M4i  <lM|^ 
were  ten  yeara  before.  iWlr  pi^teniMe 
to  6altdity  of  nndeiamdin^  rett  on  llie  tti^ 
mission  of.  their  own  thallo^aesas  anAtMk 
gravest  deilioflstnitiocis  rise  out  of  the  ftdiii 
of  others.  *  .Mr.  Jdakhos  has  betti  #bf  abHrii 
tiipe.paat  lord  of  tiie-  aseeodant*  ^H^'fidf 
polar  star  oi*  ptkiioaopiiy.,  Bm/  Iwil|:veltett^ 
to  predict,  that  Im  reignwilinet  be  oftofttA 
longer  dumtion^  His  time  iseeoaei  'ani 
this  might)!  IwniMry,  like  nliay  offaeM^ 
tiiat  <'  lateitf  scorclked  na  in  ^  iMiidtaa, 
'<  wiU.sink  teaipenitefy  Co  tk»w«M^  attibe 
'f  hardly  felt  aaii^itearenda.''  kii^M'dti- 
iicult  i»  acdoentinr  the  fammrabl^toitiif 
Mr.  Malthm*8  i^ork  haa  vectiv#dftt)|»  ee»- 
tain  classes  of  theeodttnniiky.  JCIHMllii^m 
Bourjpe  of  daily  comfdaoiDejr  mA  iti!«9«M 
exultation  lo  thdrminds^  ainA  a  fTeit  veAif 
from  the  trodhiesome  impertimity  ef  dwO% 
silly  prejudices.  But  I  can  only  aeboent4iir 
the  flUentten  it  haa  excited  amer^  thfttfchfc 
men  from  a  habit  of  extreme  abiti^ctleu  IMM 
over-te&ned  s^eouiaiioa,  linMippokbd-f^ 
practtoal  xeasoninrand  (iteertaticln^  iiPeerf- 
6e<)uenee  of  whicA  tbe  mkfrd  i^  daszM  ind 
confounded  by  mxf  atrikkfg  Jwit^  1^^^ 
thwarts  its  prevtoua,  ootida^NMs.  3c4i<^ 
there  1%  a  mixture  oC^beartifesli  «nd  fcHiiginiy 
in  th^  human  ma^  wbiih  if ^ad  df  ttelt* 
ckpportimity  to  eac^w.fiiom' w^^ebiRtoiiM- 
tion  of  caagntficeBt:'  acehee  ili^%isMat¥kfi- 
proi«iaent^to£adioci€e^f»M  iti^dlta  Wv«% 
and  hug  itaelf  in  tiMt  lew^  Mlfti^ttde'^infl 
ap9Uiy  whiekMr.  li.*t  iMi«t49<Mlitttte^tb 
encourage.  Itwasaniee/i'f-'ifaMl^refikm 
oventraised  leolhMaatai,  a«di^te6^liir 
hopes  wbick  preceded  it  liae,lid«^i 
4^  sp base ateodeney,  »*  W  ^MlBf^ 
«itfid>  that  etrasesae  the  A>dl«MMt1W- 
mane  prineiple,  aod^canta  aboot  ] 
^illtm«r«lif^>  iiKwlNrii<dbe1i»l<l~ 
jing  inalteenf  Ji  fiarisb^edtlk^dr  ^ 

iMefet>li7>«i<^piqp»B)^^  ^, 

£q;liah  ffdatlemanie  wM/IiMMM*^ 
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virg^MMht  is  ^fHo^ilt^tirwbd  &i(tlfM\t^^hm 
>|(t^Qttii]«w  centaiaidg  >*  itebttdaind*  aUH- 
,  dou  irHhbt  ilsiBir,*' .  iiow  ^odMm  oe  *  itieh  a 
omtsorafalei  iieptib  perfenmioe  ^tto^  e^r 
r  M^.  crawled  to  thM  fteiglit  of  repiUiilkHi 

:.^u4  itaci^ais  Mr.  Makhas'n  pH»otpte  was  ^a 
<te09'9fryr    'Bierejmtfoose,  wko  pkK)^  Mm 
by  the  4ide  of  Sir  I«iac  Newton^  i5  both 
equa)^  :gte^t,  the^  ^oc  Ui  natuml,  the  other 
Jn  ^Hi^il  ^Uosophj.    Bot  wsvmg  thift 
vl»infiirilotti  I  .fTuist  eoofcia.  Sir,  thd(  if  1 
rlme^^fOvinGed^lhatrMr.  Mal^Mis  hfed  made 
.foy^tMtcoYerjF^talU  thareifl^soliTtleorigHilil- 
:Uy  in  the  vcmM*  andrso  oMioh  iHibcrality  and 
4llj|9tQre,<hi^  I  abouki  be  disposed  dftover- 
•topk  ^  l9iff^  ^re  Of  the  latter  which  Mr. 
jMb'hff^iQ  cemmoD  with  others,  isvhich  may 
probably  be  ow&jg  to  «  bad  digeatton,  ill 
rile^lhr.  Of  SQm«  former  distasre  conceived 
:#gpiQ9lrf^erty^  and  to  consider  him  ttteirely 
ia^lhe  ligb^.of^Anian  of  genio$.    Muhum 
^yiUf(i^im0g9,    Indeed,  1  do  tiotaitkch  aee 
whatrtbeve  i^s  to  disoo!rar»  after  leadrng  the 
|j^ea]pgy  <[f  Noaftr'a  deH^emkntar  and  know- 
mgr^iftt  thtp- wiprkl  ttftonitd.    But^  even  aup- 
J^iof  vthM  th«re  wits  some  ^eep  veil  of 
iliaj^sterythtown^vertliB- subject,  which  en- 
ikftHj  conoealed  or  tnvohred  it  in  obscurity, 
rMr.  M.  was  nu  Uie  £nt  persott  who  pene- 
.  tnrtiad  2nto  the  secret,    whatever  some  of 
his*  igaoraQt  admirdrs  may  pretend,    Mr. 
JM44MI9  Wi^  B<H  My  that  thiswaathocaae. 
He  has  himscif' given  us  a:iifttof  authors, 
ii9nieof  which  he  had  ttmA  befor?,  and  aohiO 
iinco  the  publictiMioti  of  his  ^say*,   bjr 
,  whom  this  prio^iple  fwaa.  we)l  un^vstiood 
.apd-dlstipctiy  stated  long  ^o*    Amdng  (bes^ 
Walb«eisthecht^:  ho  not  oaly  staled  thb 
prCnaiAi  itaelf  wkfe  tba  almost  foroo  and 
,^9B4r^H>  ^ik^iitsrthf  Aaocasary  dtspropof- 
tippk.bolii^^tthe  mm  sf  thfe  incvetee  of 
.{)9pu)alkHi|ilfl4ikoiMreHie  of  the  plkxkcb 
oft^ojof^th)  iftar  aoMUifL^ricdj^andtill 
i^ce^a^  9<9tidd>  I  mM  coi«imd  in  oppoi\^ 
tiqn  ^1^  Mjfw  MiMNia'  tfiii  tiie  dkpsoportion 
MrtK^t.  Vfiot^asaiT^  bitt  casual  V)r  votnntaty,) 
)mM^<^«np«lhrc«uuteb]o^  he  haa  bfoogbt 
Jttt^;prio€;i|do  «|anjaifa#Qriotlie  ^orf  same 
a^mi^^  IftoiHflP  pertetiony  ntd  to  the 


t8» 

4i#  MailkifRl,'  trhrc 

;fll(!4'it'fO  Ovmthr 

*reifctra,  tint  tS^  tnrt 

MUdte  of'  cMb  jpfihc 

nii(^  dbwrt  tWfrif 

•WOrkho«i#e,  to<dl^ 

ttt'i^reaAlettttrcs* 

wn  'of  nratritnOny, 

fitut,  his  greatf,  M 

was  dhioctfed  againi 

It  Was  the  service 

pons  M  in  that 

i/htrA  to  all  othei 

have  occasion  to  i 

sffgnmatit  as  thus  I 

only  inquire  into  t! 
1  might  here  reftr 
itself  or»  I  might  i 
all  the  rdmat)tic  5c< 
which  have  been 

.expectation  of  mai 
essay  for  the  expr< 
these  scenes  coUM 
QOver  be  lasting, 
Mr.  Manhunts  £ss 
^m  these  *'  priid 
t»re,  a  lirtii^ed  ear 
t^tty,  iftid  the  ct 
kind.**  But  peop 
thhigs  upon  trust, 
and,  it  is  probable 

have  the  book  within  their  reflch.  I  must, 
therefore,  beg  room  for  a  few  extracts  ffOih 
his  «*  Prospects  of  Mankind,"  &c.  ahd, 
though  they  will  run  to  iome  IdUffth,  yet>  a^ 
yoii,  Sir,  seem  with  me  to  thiiilf  the  soufcc* 
of  Mr.  Mrfthus*s  reputation  a  Vnatter  of  uH 
mottn  inter^t,.you  will  not,  *  I  hope,  think 
your  pages  misemjployed  m  dissipatirig  tb6 
lifasidht.  As  for  Mr.  Maithus  hut^l£  ho 
ought  to  be  satisfied  with  tht^  ^ckoowf^* 
raont  of  his  importance. — i-"  ^ut  ^ilthbijt 
"  enlAriiTgftfrther'intdthesoabstractid  in^ 
*'  uncertain  speculations,  It  deserves  oijY 
'*  partidalar  attention,  that  Jps*  no  ^ovtei- 
'*  ment  which  hath  hitherto  tte^  estabftsh- 
"  ed  is  free  from  all  steeds  orconruptiou,  o^ 
*'  can  be  expected  to  ba  eternal  4  ,80  if  W6 
"  suppose  a  ^m'emtnehf  to  b^  perfect  m>  iti 
"  origirtal  frame,  arid  to  bt  adrtiinisterefiiH 
*•  the  most  perfiect  manned,  itfter  whatevejit 


^f^^Aa^g'thf>.>ffomKliv.i«e  ifiimo^  Wal^ 
^l^,imi:Ji$^^  arqanlrtbe  lanotar^ 


t  See  notp6  Essays  on  tlU  sth^ebt  in  \^ 
Monthly  Ma^2lni,  by  aii.' ^mg^nibu^  an^ 
w^-fhfoi?irjed  writer,  \(^h6  pcfeaessod  ]^ 
ihttdi  s^se^nd  firmneiis  to  be  c^ed  ,aw^ 
Bf  l(ib  (tenlbUTff  of  uj^start  'tgno^iy;^ . '  Aft^ 
^thb  '{^'Mf^tattbp  of  th'^ife  Essays,'  Ron^  potice 
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^'  moM  wesuppofie h  to  hdve  been  ftamed^ 
''.sQcli  •  perfect  form  would  be  so  &r  from 
*'  lasUi^  for  dver^  that  it  ciuit  come  to  an 
**  end  so  luuch  the  sooner  on  aocount  of  itt 
•'  perfectiop^    For,  though  happily  «uch  go- 
**  Temment  should  be  firmly  established, 
**  though  they  should  be  found  convistept 
'*  with  the  reigning  passions  of  human  n^- 
**  tore,  though  they  should  spread  far  and 
"  wide^  nay,  though  they  should    prevail 
"  tiniversally,  they  must   at    last    involve 
'^  mankind  m  the  deepest  perplexity,  and 
"  m    universal    confusion.     For  how  ex-' 
**  cellent  soever  they  may  be  in  their  own 
•'  nature,   they  are  altogether  inconsistent 
**  with  the  present  frame  of  nature,  and  with 
"  a  limited  extent  of  earth. — Under  a  per- 
"  feet  government    the    inconvenience  of 
*'  having  a  family  would  be  so  entirely  re- 
*'  moved,  childien  would  be  so  well  taken. 
"  care  of,  and  every  thing  become  so  fk- 
*'  vourable  to  populousness,   that,  though 
^',8ome  sickly  seasons  or  dreadful  plagues  in 
"  particular  climates,  might  cut  off  multi- 
"  tudes,  yet  in  genera),  mankind  would  in- 
"  crease  so  prodigiously,    that    the  earth 
*'  would  at  laiBt  be  overstocked,  and  become 
''  unable  to  support  its  numerous  inhabi- 
*'  tants. — How  long  the  earth  with  the  best 
^'  culture  of  which  it  is  capable  firom  human 
*'  genius  and  industry,  might  be  able  tonou- 
**  riah  its  perpetually  increasing  iuhabitauts, 
''  is  as  impoMible  as  it  is  unnecessary  to  be 
''  determined.     It  is  not  probable   (hat  it 
''  could  have  supported  them  during  so  Jong 
''  a  period  as  smce  the  creation  of  Adam. 
*'  But,  whatever  may  be  supposed  of  the 
*'  length  of  this  period,  of  necessity  it  must 
^f  be  granted  that  the  earth  eould  not  nou- 
•'  rish  them  for  ever,  unless  either  its  ferti- 
"  lity  could  be  continually  augmented,  or 
*'  by  some  secret  in  nature,  like  what  cer- 
*'  tain  enthusiasts  have  expected  <  from  the 
''  Philosopher's  Stone,  some  wise  adept  in 
"'  the  occult  sciences  should  invent  a  me- 
**  thod  of  supporting  mankind  quite  difier* 
'*  eot  from  any  thing  known  at  present. 
*'  Nay,  though  some  extraordinary  method 
"  of  supporting  them  might   possibly  be 
'*  found  out,  yet,  if  there  was  no  bound  to 
*'  the  increaseof  mankind  which  would  be 
''  the  case  under   a  perfect  government, 
**  there  would  not  even  be  sufficient  room 
^'  for  containing  their  bodies  upon  the  sur- 
^'  face  bf  the  earth,  or  ppoti  any  limited  wr- 
^'  face  whatsoever.    It  would  be  necesftiry^ 
*'  therefore,  in  order  to  find  room  for  such 
'^  multitudes  of  men,  that  the  earth  should 
'f  be  continually  enlarging  in    boHc  as  an 
•'  animal  or  vegetable  body. — *-Now,  since 
''  philosophers  may  as  toon  ittteoipt  to  m4(« 


'   "  mankind  iromor^,  ds^to  support  Oie  ani- 
'*  mal  frame  without  tbod,  it  is  equdlycer- 
'^  tain  that  limits  are  set  to  the  fertility  of  the 
"  farih,  and  that  its  bM^kaofar  as  is  hitherto 
"  known  hath  continued  always  the  same. 
"  It  would  be  impossible,  tbcr^re,  to  sup- 
"  port  the  gr^lnumbers  of  men  who  would 
"  b^  raised  up  under  a  perfect  governmeat, 
"  tl|e  earth  would  be  overstocked  at  last, 
"  and  the  greatest  admirers  of  such  ^ncifnl 
"  schemes  most  foresee  the  fatal    period 
*'  when  they  would  come  to  an  end,  as  they 
'*  are  altogether  int^oosistent  with  the  limits 
"  of  that  earth  in  which  they  must  exist. — 
*'  What  a  miserable  catastrophe  of  the  most 
"  generous,  of  all  human  systems  of  govern- 
"  ment !  How  dreadfully  would  the  magts- 
"  trates  of  such  cpmmoi) wealths  find  thm- 
''  selves  disconcerted  at  that  fatal   period 
"  when  there  was  no  longer  any  room  for 
"  new  colonies,  and  when  the  eartlj  could 
"  produce  no  forther  supplies !  During  all 
"  the  preceding  ages,  while  there  was  room* 
"  for  increase,,  mankind  must  have  been 
"  happy,  the  earth  must  have  been  a  paradise 
"  in  the  literal  sense,  as  the  greatestpart  of  it 
"  must  hdve  been  turned  into  delightful  and 
"  fruitful  gardens     But  when  the  dreadful 
•'  -time  should  at  last  come,  when  our  globe 
"'by  the  most  diligent  culture  could   not 
"  produce  what  was  sufficient  to  nourish  lu 
"  numerous  inhabitants,  wliat  liappy  expe- 
"  dient  could  then  be  found  out  to  remedy 

"  so  great  an  evil? In  such  a  cruel  ne- 

*'  cessity,  must  there'  be  a  law  ts>  restrain 
"  marriage  ?  Must  multitudes  of  women  be 
*'  shut  up  in  cloisters  like  the  ancient  vestals 
"  or  modem  nuns  >  To  keep  a  balance  be* 
"  tween  the  two  sexes  must  a  proportionate 
"  number  of  men  be  debarred  from  mar- 
*'  riage?  Shall  the  Utopians,  following  the 
"  wicked  policy  of  superstition,,  forbid  their 
•'  prieaUtomarryj  or,  shall  they  rather  sa- 
'•  orifice  n^en  of  some  other  profession  for- 
"  the  good  of  the  «(ide?  Or,  shall  they  ap-. 
"point  the  sons  of  certain  familiea  to  be 
"  maimed  at  their  birth,  and  give  a  sanctioa 
"  to  die  unnatural  institution  of  eunuchs? 
''  If  none  of  these  e^pedien^scan  be  thought 
"  proper,  shall  they  appoint  a  certaii)  num- 
'*  ber  of  infants  to  be  exposed  to  4eath  a« 
<'  soon  «i  tb€yv9  bom.  determining  tho 
"  proportion  according  to  the  exigencies  of 
"  the  state,  a'Kj  pointing  out  the  particular 
"  victims  by  Jot,  or  according  to  some  csta- 
**  Wished  rule  ?  Or,  must  they  shorten  the 
"  period  of  hooMO  life  by  a  law,  aodcon- 
''  demo  all  to  die  nf^er  d^jr  bad  compleotoA 
'/  a  certain  .i^>  which  m^t  be  sl^wtw  or 
''longer  as  provisions  were  either  moro 
''  tcaaty  or  plentiful  ?  Qi^'wbv^  otMr  vmt 
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"  d)od  shouW  they  devise  (for  an  expedient 
*^  would  be  absolutely  necessan*')  torestmin 
"  the  number  of  citizens  whhin  reasonable 

"  bounds? Alas!     how  unnatural   and 

*'  inhuman  must  every  such  expedient  be 
*'  accounted  !  The  natural  passions  and  ap- 
'•^  petites  of  mankind  are  planted  in  our 
*'  frame  to  answer  tlie  best  ends  tor  tlie  hnp- 
*'•  piness  both  of  the  individuals  and  of  the 
*'  species.  Shall  we  be  obliged  to  contradict 
*'  such  a  wise  order  ?  Shall  we  be  laid  un- 
"  der  the  necessity  of  acting  ba.barously 
*'  and  inhumanly?  Sad  and  fatul  necessity  I 
^*  And  which  after  all  could  never  answer 
*'  the  end,  but  would  give  rise  to  violence 
*'  apdwar.  For  mankind  could  never  agree 
"  about  sucli  regulations.  l''orrc  and  arms 
*'  must  at  last  decide  their  quarrels,  and  the 
"  deaths  of  such  as  fall  in  battle  leave  suffi-- 
*'  cient  provisions  for  the  survivors,  and 
*'  make  room  for  others  to  be  born. — ^TIius, 
"  the  tranquillity  and  numerous  blessings  of 
f'  the  Utopian  government  would  come  to 
"  an  end  -,  war,  or  cruel  and  unnatural  cus- 
*'  toms  bo  introduced,  and  a  stop  put  to  the 
''  incrtiase  of  niinkind,  to  the  advancement 
"  of  knowledge ,^  ivA  to  the  culture  of  the 
'*  earth,  in  spile  of  the  mast  exc^-lleiit  laws 
*^  and  wisest  precautions.  The  more  ext-el- 
*'  lent  the  laws  had  been,  and  the  more 
*'  strictly  they  had  been  ob>-^rved,  mankind 
*'  must  have  sooner  become  miserable.  Ihe 
"  remembrance  of  formct  t.nies,  the  ^^rt-Mi- 
"  ness  of  their  wisdom,  and  virtue,  would 
"  conspire  to  heighten  their  disiress^  and 
*'  the  world.,  instead  of  reniainiiig  the  man- 
'*  sion  of  wisdom  and  happuv^is,  bc^come 
'*  the  scene  of  vice  and  confusion.  Force 
I'  and  fraird  must  prevail,  and  mankind  be  j 
"  reduced  to  the  same  calamitous  condition  ; 

*'  as  at  present. Such  a  melancholy  si- 

*'  tuatioii    in  ct^nseqnence    merely    of   the  ! 
*'  want  of  provi^ons,   is  in  truth  mriro  uu-  ! 
*'  natural   than  all  tlicir  present  calamities.  I 
*'  Suppt)sing  men  to  have  abused  their  liber-  j 
'.*  ty,   by  which  abuse  vice  has  oiice  been  i 
*'  introduced  iuto  the  world,  and  tint  UTong  I 
*'  notions,  a   bad  tane,  and  vicious  habits,   i 
*''  have  been  strengthened  by  tlie  defects  of  \ 
*'  education  and   gDVcrnment,   ovir  present  I 
^'  distresscH  may  be  easily  explained.    They  1 
*'  may  even  he  Cilllwl  natural,  bein;;  the  na-  t 
"  tunU  consequences  of  our  depravity.  \iv:y  I 
*'  may  be   supposed    to  be  the  mc?;ins   by 
5*  \yliich  Providence  punishes  vice,  imd  by 
"  setting  bounds  to  the  increase  of  mankind 
'*  prevents  the  e;irih*s   Ix'ing  overstocked, 
'*  and  .men  being  bid  under  the  cruel  neces- 
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"  sity  of  killing  one  an-rthef.  Biit  to  sup- 
'*  pose  that  in  tbe  course  of  a  lavonrable 
"  Providence,  a  perfect  go\'en)inent  ha4 
**  been  estabKshed,  und<'r  \*hich  the  dT^'  r- 
'*  ders  of  human  passions  had  been  powerful 
"  ly  corrected  and  restrained  j  po^ertf, 
"  idleness,  and  war  banished ;  the  earth 
"  made  a  paradise ;  universal  friendship 
**  and  concord  established,  and  human  sa- 
•**  clety  renderekl  flourishing  in  ail  respects  ; 
*'  and  that  such  a  lovely  const  it  at  ion  siKiuld 
"  be  overturned,  not  by  th*  vices  of  men  fct 
''  their  abuse  of  liberty,  but  by  the  order  ot' 
"  nature  itself,  seenps  wholly  unnatural,  and 
*'  altogether  disagreeable  to  the  methods  of 

"  Providence. By  rej?soning  in  this  fxuttt* 

^'  ner,  it  is  not  pretended,  that  it  is  annattr- 
*'  ral  to  set  bounds  to  human  knowledge  and 
■*'  happiness,  or  to  the  grandeur  of  society, 
*'  and  to  coiifine  what  is  fwite  tt)  proper  li«» 
^*  mits.  Tt  ts  certaibly  fit  to  set  just  bounds 
'*  to  every  thing  according  to  its  nature,  and 
*'  to  adjust  all  things  in  ck:e  prt)portion  to 
"  One  another.  Undoubtedly,  sucli  an'  cK- 
'*  cellcnt  order  is  actnnlly  establislied 
"  throughout  all  the  works  of  Go<l  in  Iri's 
*'  wide  dominions.  But,  there  are  ceriKifi 
'*  primary  determinations  in  nature,  \q 
^'  which  nil  other  things  of  a  subordinntfe 
'*  kindmiNt  be  adjusted.  A  limited  earth, 
"  a  limited  des^ee  (>fl^rii!:ty,  and' tlie  con- 
tinual increase  of  mankitid,  arc  three  erf 


*'*  r'lc.x"  cT!f^»n:d  consHuni'>n<;.  To  ibeso 
"  determinations,  human  atfeirs  and  ihft 
'*  Hrcumstnnces  of  all  otlwr  animals  nau^ 
"  be  acliPtod.  In  which  viewit  is  unsuit*- 
"  able  to  onr  ideas  of  order,  that  while  th* 
"  oar.h  is  only  capable  of  msintaining  a  t>- 
"  t.M-mined  number,  the  hum.'.n  race  should 
*'  increase  without  end.  I'his  wOnld  be  th6 
"  nece«^siry  consequence  of  a  perfect  f^o- 
*'  vernment  and  educntion,  on  which  rc- 
**  c»nint  it  is  more  contrary  to  just  propor- 
"  tion  to  suppose  that  such  a  perfect  govern* 
*'  mcnt  should  be  established  in  such  cir*- 
"  cum^ftrrnces,  \bm  that  bv  permitting  vicft 
"  or  the  i?hrse  of  lib.^rty  in  tiie  wisdom  of 
tt  ProY*fy:ience  mankind  should  never  be 
"  able  to  Biultiply  so  greatly  as  to  overstoch 

"  the  earth. Frotn  this  view  of  liie  cir- 

"  cum*;tances  of  the  world,  notwithstanding 
"  tiiehigh  oj>inir>n  we  riav?»of  the  meril  dt' 
'*  Sir  Tliou^as  More  and  other  ad*pired 
"  proje  Mors  of  perfect  govern metits  in  an- 
**  cient  (T  n.'.akM-n  times,  we  firjay  discern 
*•  how  little  can  be  expected  fronl  rht;ir 
"  most  perfect  systems.  ~  As  for  these 
"  worthy  philojophevs,   p.itiipts,  and  b\«.« 
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•'  . '  ers,  who  have  employed  tln^ir  time  aud 
"  their  talents  in  framing  such  e\cel!eut. 
**  models,  we  ought  to  do  justice  to'  their 
''  cbaracters,  and  gratefully  to  acknowledge 
**  their  geuerons  efiorts  to  rescue  ihe  world 
♦*  out  ot'  that  distress,  into  which  it  has  fal- 
?*  ten  through  the  imperfection  of  govern- 
•'  ment.  Sincere  and  ardent  in  their  love  of 
^  virtue,  enamoured  o(  itg  lovely  form, 
•'  deeply  interested  for  the  bappiuess  of 
*'  mankind,  to  the  best  of  their  skill  atui 
'*  with  hearts  full  of  zeal,  they  have  stre- 
"  nuoosly  endeavoured  to  advance  human 
*'  society  to  perfectioa.  For  this  their  me- 
*'  rtiory  ought  to  be  sacred  to  posterity.  But 
**  if  they  expected  their  beautiful  systems 
■^^  sctoaily  10  take  place,  their  hopes  were  ill 
*/  /qundcd,  and  they  were  not  sufficiently 

*'  aware  of  the  consequences. The  spe- 

''  ottlations  of  stidi  Ingenious  authors  en- 
'*  large  our  vifcws  and  amuse  our  fancies. 
5'  They  are  Haeftil  for  directing  us  to  cor- 
*'  feet  certain  errors  at  particular  times. 
^  Abk  legtshitors  ought  to  eoiukler  them  as 
^*  modds,  and  honest  patriots  ought  never  to 
-**  l»e  sight  of  them,  or  any  proper  oppor- 
'*  tuiiit}'X3f  transfdanting  the  widest  ot  iheir 
%'  maxims  Into  their  own  governments,  as 
''  far  as  they  are  adapted  to  their  par ticolar 
*'  drcuisstancea,  and  wiR  give  no  occasion 
'^  to  dangerous  convulsions.  But  this  is  all 
♦*  thiit  caa  be  expected.  Though  such  in- 
"  genious  romances  should  chance  to  be 
*'  read  and  admired,  jealous  and  sdfish  poli- 
*'  ticians  need  not  be  alarmed.  Such  siaies- 
*'  men  need  not  fear  that  ever  such  airy 
*'  systems  shall  be  able  todestnoy  their  craft, 
'*  or  disappoint  them  of  their  intention  to 
**  sacrifice  the  interest  of  mankind  to  their 
^'  own  avarice  or  ambition.  There  is  too 
''  powerful  a  charm  which  works  secretly  in 
'*  favour  of  such  politicians,  wh»ch  will  for 
"  ever  defeat  all  attempts  to  establish  a  per- 
'*  feet  govcrrtment.  Ihere  is  no  nerd  of 
"  miracles  for  this  purpose.  I'he  vices  of 
«'  mankind  are  sufficient ;.  and  we  need  not 
•*  donbt  but  Providence  will  make  use  of 
'*  them,  i^>r  preventing  the  cstablishinent  of 
**  governments  which  are  by  no  means  suJt- 
"able  to  tlie  present  circumstances  of  the 

**  earth*." Various  Prospects  of  Mau- 

•kind.  Nature,  and  Pi  evidence,  chap.  4,  113. 
Here  then,  Sir,  is  the  very  same  argu- 
ment brought  to  bear  in  the  most  direct  and 

*  A  different  spirit  breathes  through  this 
chapter  from  that'of  the  Essayj  the  spirit  of 
•a  gentleman,  a  philosopher,  and  a  philaa- 
threpist.  Mr.  Mallhu.s,  indeed  sometimes 
limps  after  his  model,  and  caft/*Ubeia)i4y  in 
the  true  whi  ne  of  hy ^iocrisy . 
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pointed  manner  on  the  very  same  subject  i 
the  same  principle  stated,  and  the  same  con- 
sequences deduced  from  it.  It  Qft<^  hap- 
pens tliat  one  man  states  a  particular  princi- 
ple, and  that  another  draws  an  important  in  r 
tereuce  from  it,  which  the  first  was  not  at  alt 
aware  of.  But  it  cannot  be  pretended  that 
this  is  the  case  by  the  present  instance.  .Tbo 
Uci  and  the  inference  are  both  given  as  ful- 
ly, as  precihely,  and  ei{^icitlyin  Wallace  as 
they  can  be  given  in  any  one,  as  far  at  gene* 
ral  reasoning  will  go.  ''  So  does  this^aniiJ- 
pation  pre\eDr  Mr.  Malt  bus's  discover,'' 
for,  ithap})ens  that  Wallace's  book  was  p«^- 
lished  in  1761.  As  to  the  delaik  contain^ 
in  the  Essay,  I  leave  them  to  the  cunooisr 
seurs*  As  to  tlte  ground-wurk,  it  appeajTs  t» 
have  been  completely  pre-occupied.  Mr.  Af . 
has  just  about  the  same  pretensions  to  ofi^r 
nality  in  the  business,  as  any  one  would  hav# 
who  repeated  Mr.  M/s  arguments  aAerbun^ 
and  did  it  in  woids  a  little  di^eut'^oo^  hAS 
own.  "  Oh !  but,"  I  bear  sonse  ^ne  erf 
out,  "  the  geometrical  and  arithnud(i<ja2  ra- 
tios !  Has  Wallace  said  any  thing-  aboti^ 
them?  DidhefindZ/jemoutr''  Whyrealljil 
do  not  know  :  whether  after  hi^ifig  hrotlgto 
his  principle  to  Hghf,  he  cbribfeoed  kiiitnstrif» 
1  cdBnoL  1  e  ermii :e.  Il>eefD>  to  mesofficieM 
for  him  to  have  sai4>  thai  let  the  one  ratfo 
increase  as  fast  as  it  wouldi  the  other.  wouM 
Increase  xnnch  faster,  a^  this-  4$  ^ihibu  4b 
practically  meant  by  a  geometrka)  and  aintli^ 
ibetical  rittiaf.  But,  1-sliould  have  no  ob- 
ject itm  to  let  Mr.  M.  have  the  honour  W 
staading  godfather  to  another*:!  bantling  (au4 
Mr.  Shandy  was  of  opinion  that  it^waa  a 
matter  of  as  great  importance  to  hit  upoo  a 
lucky  name  for  a  child  as  to  beget  'it)  but  that 
the  technical  phrase  he  has  eiiv^o/ed  as  a 
convenient  short-hiuid  method  ot  explaiaing 
the  subject  in  reality  applies  only  to  c#c^  half 
of  it.  The  gradual  increa/e  applies  oaly  to 
the  degree  of  cnltivation  of  the  eat^h,  npt  19 
the  quantity.  Tliese  two  thit^gs  a^e  piilpab^ 
di.'itinct.  It  does  not  begin  to  take  piooe  tUl 
the  whole  surface  of  the  eartii  has  been  cul- 
tivated to  a  certain  decree,  or  only  with  res- 
pect to  those  parts  of  it  which  ha>'e  been 


f  As  far  as  1  understand  the  nature  of  an 
sirithiDctical  and  geometrical  scrips,  I  do  not 
apprebetjd  that  Mr.  M.  could  mak«i  gvod 
their  strict  application  to  the  subject.  An 
arithmetical  series  is  where  any  number  or 
quantity  is  increased  by  tiie  per|)etual  addi- 
tion of  the  s^me  given  sum.or  quantity.  But 
how  dc.'S  Mr.  M.^  kuow  that  tliis  is  trv^  of 
the  cultivation  of  the  land,,  or  that  -raocfi 
more,  rapid  strides  may  not*  be  n^adqat-ouo 
LimtS  than  at  another.  ;. 
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cultivated.     It  is  evident  that  while  most  of 
the  soil   remained  wholly  unoccupied  and 
unculcivatcd,  (which  must  have  been  tlie  case 
for  many  ages  after  these  fvo  principles  be- 
fran  to  operate,  and  is  still  the  case  in  many 
countries)  the  power  of  increase  in  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  earth,  and  consequently,  m 
the  support  of  population  would  be  exactly 
ia  proportion  to  the  population  itself,  for 
there  would  be  nothing  more  necessaiy  in 
order  to  the  earth's  maintaining  its  inhabi- 
tauts,  than  (hat  there  should  be  inhabitants 
enoupgh  to  till  the  earth.     In  this  case,  the 
cnahivation  of  the  earth  would  be  limited  by 
the  pojiulation,  not  the  popuiation  by  (he 
State  of  the  cultivation.     Where  there  was 
fio  want  of  room,  and  a  power  of  transport- 
kig  themselves  from  place  to  place;  which 
there  would  naturally  be  in  great  continents, 
«ttd   in  gvadually  Increasing  colonies,   tiiere 
coeld  be  no  want  of  sttbsi^tence.     All  that 
vrouid  be- wmrted  would  be  power  to  raise  or 
gather  theiftufts  which  the  earth  had  in  store, 
whkb  as  long  98  men  were  born  with  bauds 
they'  would  be  always  able  to  do.     If  a  cer- 
tain extent  of  ground  easily  maintained  a 
certain  number  of  inhabitants,  they  would 
dnly^havfeto  spread  themselves  over  double 
the  surface  to  maintaiii  double  the  number. 
The  diilicuky  is  not  in  making  more  land 
OMintain  more  met>,  bnt  in  making  the  same 
spdt  >^  ground  maintain  a  greater  number 
tliaii  it  did  befotei    Thus  Noah  might  have 
takeli   possession  of  the   three  contiguous 
quarters  of  the  globe  for  himself  and  his 
three  sot^sj  and,  if  they  instead  of  having 
thf«e  sons  had  had  each  of  them  three  huii- 
dred,  there  would,  1  believe,  have  been  no 
danger  of  their  standing,  but  the  contrary, 
from  the  rapid  increase  ^population.  What 
I  mean  to  shew  is,  that  it  is  not  true  as  a  ge- 
neral principle  that  the  increase  of  population 
^d  the  increase  in  the  means  of  subsistence 
dre  necessarily  disproportionate  to  each  other, 
that  the  one  is  in  a  geometrical,  t^e  other  is 
h\  an  arithmetical  ratio  j  but,  that  in  a  par- 
tlicular  and  very  important  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, the  extent  of  population  is  only  limited 
by  the  extetjt  of  the  earth,  and  that  the  in- 
crease of  tlic  means  of  subsistence  will  be  in 
proportion  to  the  greater  extent  of  surface 
4)pcapicd,  which  may  be  enlarged  as  fast  as 
there  are  numbers  to  occupy  it.      1  have 
been  thiis  particular,  because  mathematical 
lerms  carry  with  them  an  imposing  air  of 
accuracy  and  profundity,  and^  ought,  there-^ 
fore,  to  be  applied  strictly,  and  with  the 
greitest caution,  or  not  at  all.     I  should  say, 
therefore^  ;hat. looking  at  the  subject  in  a 
general  aiKl  philosophical  point  of  view,  I 
A)  not  think  that  the  expression  of  an  arith- 
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roetical     and    geometrical.    $eries    applie  t 
for,  with  res-pect  to  the  extent  of  ground 
oUrupied,  which  is  one  thing  on  which  po- 
pulation dc!pends,  and  In  the  first  instance 
always,  this  might  evidently  bs  increased  in 
any  ratio  whatever,   that  the    increase    of 
popiilnion  would  admit,  until  the  earth  was 
entirely    occopied;    and  after    that    there 
would  be  no  room  either  for  a  gcvometricai 
or  arithmetical  progressiort ;  it  wtHild  be  at 
an  absolute  stand.     The  distinction  is  there^ 
fore  confined  to  the  degree  of  art  and  dili- 
gence used  in  the  cultivation  of  those  parti 
which  "have  been  already  occupied.    Thtt 
has  no  doubt  gone  on  ^t  a  very  slow  kind  of 
snuiTs  pace  from  the  very  tirst,  and  will  I 
dare  sny  continue  to  do  so ;     or  to  adopt 
Wallace's  distinction,  the  increase  of  popula-t- 
lion  w  either  not  restricted  at  all-  by  the 
*•  limited  nature  of  the  earth,**  or  \i  is  limit- 
*?d  absolutely  by  it:  it  is  only  kept  back  in- 
definitely by  the  "  limited*  fertility**  of  the 
earth  j  and  it  cannot  be  said  to  be  kept  bpck 
necessarily  by  thi-i,  while  there  art  vast  Cracti 
of  habiuble  land  left  untouched.     Till  there 
is  no  more  room,  and  no  more  food  to  be 
procured  without  extreme  exertion  and  con^ 
trivance,  the  arithmetical  and  geometric^ 
ratios  do  not  naturally  begin  to  operate ;  aftd 
the  gradual  mcrease  that  might  take  place 
after  that  period,  is  not  in  my  opiuion^  (who 
am  no  gi  eat  speculator)  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  deserve,  a  pompous  appellation.  I 
wwdd,  therefore,  railjer  stop  there,  because 
it  will  tiimplify  the  question.    Till  tlie  world 
is  full,  or  at  least  till  e\'ery  country  is  full* 
that  is,  mnintaint  as  thany  inhabitautBas  the 
*>il  will  a.'*mit,  namely,  till  it  can  be  proved 
satisfactorily  that  it  might  not  by  taking  pro- 
per methods  be  made  tomuintaiu  double  the 
number  (hat  it  does,  the  increase  of  mankind 
is  not  necessarily  checked  by  the  '*  limited 
extent  of  the  earth,"  nor  by  its  ''limited 
fertility,"  but  by  other  causes.    Till   then 
population  must  be  said  to  be  kept  down, 
not  by  the  physical  consvituTlon   of  nature, 
but  by  the  will  of  man.    Till  tlien,  Mr. 
Malthus  has  no  right  to  set  up  his  arithme- 
ticil  and  geometrical  ratios  upoirtjie  face  of 
the  earth,  and  say  they  are  the  work  of  na- 
ture.   You,  Sir,  will  not  Be  at  a  loss  to  per* 
ceive  the  fallacy  whidi  lurks  under  the  glo>f 
which  Mr.  M.  hr.s  here  addc^l  to  Wallace's 
text.     His  readers  looking  at  his  inathemi^i- 
cal  scale  will  be  apt  to  s^ipposc,  that  popula- 
lioa  is  a  naturally  growing  and  necessary 
evil;  that  it  is  always  erwroachhig  on  and 
straitening  the  means  of  existence,  ainl  doing 
more  harm  than  good:  that  its  pernicious 
etJeofes  are^  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  equal- 
ly nece^iar}'  and  unnvuidable;  that  it  is  at 
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fill  tiraei  an  evil,  but  that  the  evil  increases 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  population  j 
a,id  that;,  therefore,  there  is  noihing  so  ne 
cessajy  as  to  keep  population  fiown  at  all 
events.  This  i.^  the  imperious  dictate  of 
■  nature,  the  grinding^  law  of  necessity,  the 
e^d  and  th^  fultiJiing  uf  the  commandment. 
I  do  i\ot  mean  to  say^  that  Mr.  M.  does  not 
often  shift  his  ground. OB  this  subject,  or  tljat 
he  ia  not  liiniself  aware  of  the  decepiion.  U 
is,  sufficieiU  for  him  tjha^  he  has  it  to  resort 
to,  whenever  he  is  in  want  of  it  j  that  he 
has  been  ;ibje  to  throve  dust  in  hjs  readers' 
^es,  and- dazzle  them  by  a  specious  shew  of 

It  a  bill  of  in- 
of  populatioQ 
|f,  and  has  ob- 
it it,  and  nxjy 
a  felon  when- 
has   alarmed 
apprebeMi»ion3 
3re  th^ir  eyes, 
igna^t  nature 
n],  which  are 
goes  on  :  2ind 
every  scheme 
eadtul  evils  at 
0  inmuere  ii" 
-struck/'    But 
fopujatjon  is 
mself  shewn, 
e':  It  L^not  a 
r  of  tbod  can, 
rer  keep  p;ice 
>  resiraintbiire, 
the  case,  tJiC 
restraint,    the 
cry,  will  ope- 
rate ecjuiuly  to  prevent  any  tremendous  con- 
sequences,, whether  the  actual  population  is 
great  pr  small ;  tliat  is,  whether  it  is. stopped 
(ji^ly  i*rom  Iiaving  readied  the  utmost  limits 
prescribed  by  nature,  or  whetlier  it  ha*  bsea. 
starved  and  crushed  clown  long  before  that 
periqd  by  positive,  arbitrary'  inslilutigus,  and 
the  perverse  nature  of  man.     But  this  is  en- 
tering upon  a  matter  which  I  intended  to  re- 
serve for  another  letter^  in  which  J  shall  exa- 
mine ^he  force  of  the  arguments  which  Mr, 
W- has  buiU  upou  this  principle.     At  pre- 
sent,, I  havt^  done  all  that  was  necessary  to 
y>c  performance  t^f  the  first  part  of  n^y  en- 
gigementj  which  was  U)  shew  that  Mr.  Mal- 
UiU!i  had  little  claim  to  ihe  praiso  of  original- 
ity   1  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  sei'vanL, — 

^.  O. Tuesday^ 


CATIIOLr^    EH.L, 

Sir, ^In  a  country  lorn  by  party  dls- 

aentioiis  as  ours  is  at  present,  it  is  nio&t  for- 
tunate that  there  is  bue Weekly  publication, 
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in  which  a  man  who  is  unconnected  equallj 
with  the  /ate  and  the, present  ministers  tsax 
deliver  his  opijiions. — In  your  letters  ta  the 
Electors  of  Westminster,  you  h^ye  proved 
the  undoubted  right  of  bis  Majesty  to  chfiiige 
hjs  ministers, ^nj   to   dissolve  a  p^rliamejLU 

asi   often   as   h^  pleases* 1   am  one  bf 

those  N^^ho  tliipkahat  the  measure  proposed 
by  Lord  Howick  in  the  House  .of  Coipnioiis 
was  both  wise  and  just ;  and,  J  bqlipve  i^ 
would  have  passed  through  -both  Houses 
without  a  division,  if  the  King  had  pyevious- 
ly  consented  to  it.  The  ^statoojents  of  Lpr48 
Grenville  and  Howick  are  before  the  public, 
and  I  protest  to  you  that  itdo(?s  ap,pear  to  m« 
incomprebeiviible,  how  those  ijfniisterspj)uld 
h^ve,  const^rued  his  Majesty's  cpnsoiit^  tip  au 
extension  of  tiie  Irish /ijll  of  .Jy.C3,;/|5>, 
the  whole  British  cmpjre,  intp  a  cop^.nt  tQ. 
aboli.sh  the  Test  Laws  iu  Englafid.  Their 
dismission  was  the  con^^cjuen^e.ofthis  Wun-. 
der,  and  the  .present,  ministers  advised  ^  ^is-- 
solution.  Witli  submissloii  .  to  yo^i  J^r^ 
Gobbet t,.  I  cannot  allo\^  the  coinparispj^  of. 
the  cry  of  chartered  rights  in  1784,  ^wi||iL. 
t)iatof  religion  ill  the  present  day,  \,Q\>^q\^\^^^ 
fair.  In  J  764  nQ  public  danger  could  res^i;. 
from  th^  juajB  made  by  Mr- Pitt  ai)d  Lord 
(;ipei)ville  of  the  cry  of  chartered  rigjits.  XJl^ 
fact  \\%^  clear j  that  Mr  Fpx>  India  Bill  ao-i 
nihilatcU  the  ciarteved  rights  of  the  East  Idt} 
dia  Company,  and  a  great  aiaiorily  of  th^ 
nation  believed  as  I  did,  and  do  5tiU  believe,, 
tiiat  tlie  Company  had  gveat  pubhc  merit,  to 
boast  of  .atjjbat  period,  gnd  had  they  b^ea 
left  to  cp^uct  ihii.r own  atfairs,  would  havct 
been  soon  .relieved  from  the  temporary  ena- 
barraiisments  under  which  they  laboured. 
You  will  (rpjiVmer  also  that  the  year.J7i;i4,, 
was  a  period  of  peac?,  and  with  every  proha- 
billty  that  the  peace  would  long  continue. — : 
What  'n  our  situation  in  180/  ?  A  debt  oC 
more  thai^  six  hundred  millions  j  a  war  to 
which  tlipre  is  uo  probable  teaminatioa,  ei- 
ther from  success  orfioro  defeat  j  and  witU 
a  certainty  that  y  h^i  peace  }s  restored  on 
the  continent,  an  irivasion  of  tit^glAnd^  or  of 
Ireland  will  be  attempted.  If  cver^  ^hfr^" 
fore,  there  was  a  time  when  ♦?!•.:  he^ri^j^ 
hand  of  every  man  in  the  empire  {Should  , be 
united  ioT  the  public  service,this.is,th^'timfti 
beyond  any  prcx;edii)g. period.  ..But  for-tjjto 
miserable  purpose  of  gaining  a  fevf.  ?eat^  itt 
parliament,  tlie  senseless  cry  of  the  chorph'a 
danger  is  echof4  lionj  one, corner,  of  thft 
kingdom  to  the,  other.— rAnd  >vhat  posaiWa 
danger  to.  the  cluircii  could  have  folioMfcd  i*^ 
England^h^i^  Lord  HovYick'3,bil.^p^wrtV#» 
a  law  ?  The  Cat  holies. /itre,  ar^  tpo  IJopopsiT- 
derate  incumber,  ever  tft^ti??  .diwig«QW*» 
The  disicnters  though  more .  numerous  are 
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not  the  tv^'cntieth  p^rt  of  our  p(»piilation.  It* 
thfe  chnrcli  is  at  nil  in  danger,  it  i^  as  the 
Bishop  of  Norwich  very  sensibly  oh  erwd  in 
his  late  charge"  to  hrs  clergy,  frf)m  the  r<tp:d 
Increase  of  methoclism,  wTiich  if  it  goes  on, 
inust,  as  he  says,  sonn  rerder  a  church  estd- 
I'lis  hmcnt  useless. — But  in  Irehnul  the  case 
Is  faV  different.  Tfiere,  without  arguing 
vhether  the  proportion  of  Catholics  to  Pro- 
testants is  as  four  or  as  three  to  one,  it  is  suf- 
ficient for  rational  argument,  to  take  what  is 
liniversnlly  admitted  to  be  true,  that  the 
excess  of  population  is  on  the  Catholic  side, 
while  the  weight  of  landed  property  is  wifh 
the  Protatadts.  But,  here  again,  we  must 
consider  what  the  l^rotestants  are.  Not 
members  of  the  established  church.  The 
great  majority  arcpresbyterians,  descendants 
of  the  first  Scotch  settlers  in  Ireland,  and  of 
Crorowell's  officers  and  soldiers.  I  think, 
therefore,  T  nm  accurate,  when  I  say,  that 
not  more  tkin  one  tenth  part  of  the  whole 
ponulnt1f)ji  in  Ireland  are  members  of  the  e.s- 
tabtished  church.  Admitting  these  facts  to 
be  true,'  docs  it  not  appear  a  morjstrous  ab- 
$\ir(lhy,'ihal  at  t/ils  dny  mnr-tenths  of  the 
population  of  a  kingdom  should  be  precluded 
by  law  from  serving  his  Majesty  in  any  cfti- 
Ces  civil  and  military,  fo  wliicii  he  may  he 
'  pleased  to  <tppoint  thcm^  for  without  hi$ 

permission  they  cannot  serve  him  at  all. ^ 

But,  if  it  be  true  that  a  Cat laoUc  cannot  he  a 
lJ)yal  subject  to  a  Protestant  king,  which 
every  man  of  common  sense  must  deny,  hov 
comes  it,  that  in  the  present  reign  almost 
every  restriction  under  which  tlie  Catholics 
laboured,  has  been  done  away  ?  It  Is  a  ca^e 
where  there  can,  in  my  humble  opinion,  be 
no  medium.  Kither  the  Catholics  were  un- 
fit to  be  trusted,  and  no  restrictive  hw  ouglit 
to  have  been  repealed,  which  is  an  argument 
"  I  have  heard  from  some  old  Irish  r>iembers, 
iT)9s^i\\cy  are  fit  {6  be  trusted,  and  sliould  be 
eligible  to  all  offices.  Such  was  the  opinioit 
rtf  Mr.  Prtt,  Mr.  t'ox,  and  I^ord  Cornwallis 
while  tliey  were  living,  and  such  is  the  opi^ 
nion'ofl^rds  Grcnyilleand  Howick,  and  of 
some  of  the  inemlers  of  the  present  catinct.-^ 
This  is  a  question  however,  on  which  his 
Mfljesty  has  an  undouL'ted  right  to  have  an 
opinion  ;  and  if  he  is  not  inclined  to  remove 
thxJ  very  few  restrictions  that  are  unrepealed, 
the  biisiness  must  remain  in  its  present  state. 
This  it  may  do,  but  the  abuse  bestowed  on 
the  Catholics  mnyhe  spared.  It  is  as  impo- 
Ittrc  a.s  it  IS  unjust. — I  am  one  of  those  who 
thinls  with  you,  that,  nothing  can  be  more 
absurd,  than  an  attachment  to  a  Pope,  an  old 
man  living  beyond  the  Alps,  and  a  cTcalure 
of  Buminpartc's.  Put,  what  mischief  cim 
ftfcba::  attachment  do  in  thcs.^  days?  Whdt  j 
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mischief  did  it  ever  do^  k'lxc  the  period  of 
the  reformation.     In  the  rcigii  of  i^liznbeth, 
Philip  the  Second  compelled  th/  P(jpe  mudi 
ai^jjnst  bis  inciinntion   to  promulgate  a  bull 
of  excommunicntjon  again.st  her,   and   etl- 
joining  her  subjects  to  withdraw  their  alle- 
giance from  her.  What  was  the  consequence 
of  this  act  iif  imbecile  folly  ?     It  united  (he 
whole  body  of  the  Catholic^  in  her  favour, 
and  when  Phifip  sent  forth  his  Artnada,  b  )th 
ber  fleets  and  her  armies  were  ser\'ed  by  Ca- 
tholic officers,    soldiers,    and  sailors,  who 
flocked  to  her  standard,  were  graciously  re- 
ceived, and  their  services  publicly  ackno\V- 
iedged.     Can  any  man  believe  that  Buona- 
parte would  not  l(jng  ago  have  ordered  the 
Pope  to  issue  a  bull  against  his  Majeiity,  If 
he  did  not  know  that  so  mad  a  measul-e 
.  would  destroy  any  hopes  lie  may  enttfrtain  of 
fbtnre  succe>s   in  Ireliind. — ^You  very  truly 
say,  that  the  Test  Laws  hre  rjlready  virtually 
repealed,  1  y  tlie  bill  whidi  pa>;.-^Gs  annually, 
fVeeing  lho.se  from  |enalties,  who  infVinge 
them;   and,  therefore,  as  applied  to  the  ar- 
my and  navy,  Lord  Howick's  'bift  <l'as  usfe- 
Icss.     Indeed,  the  agitrfCion  of  any  question 
in  irivnur  of  the  Catholics  short  of  complete 
emancipation  could  tlo  no  .service. — But;,  Mr. 
Cobbett,  though  1  see  a  complete  change  in 
Catholics,  though  I  am  convinced  that*if  leit 
to  enjoy  their  own  religion  in  peace,  they 
have  no  longer  a  wish  to  make  converts,  an4 
the  solitary  instances  alluded  to  by  your  cor* 
rc>opondent  Anti^Catholicu^,  is  of  no  conse- 
qnence,  yet  the  rage  for  makUig  cojlverts  it 
taken  up  with  moie  zeal  by  another  sect  or 
relif^ionists,  than  it  ever  w;?s  by  Homan  Ca- 
tholics.    1  mean  by  the  followers  of  Whit- 
field and  Wesley,  who  claim  to  thetn^elves 
the  merit  of  being  the  orthodox  members  of 
the  church  of  England,  and  who  declare  that 
they  are  governed  b}'  her  articles  snd  homi- 
lies/  These  ^re  the  men  from  whom  the 
diurch  and  the  state  have  gteat  dr^rtger  to 
apprehend  :  what  is  the  influence  whicli  the 
priests  ip   Irelaiid  have  over  the  common 
people,  corn  pared  i6  the  influence  of  the  field 
pre.-^diers   of   the   Whitfield    arid   "Wesley 
schools.     How  many  of  this  desci^iptioh.  Un- 
der'the  name  ofGospef  Minbters,  to  diiiiin- 
goish  them  from  other  clergymen,  liave  got 
considerable  church  ,  preferment.     Kor  ar« 
their  eflorfs  confined  to  this  country.     The/ 
have  bible  societies,  -and  their  misslonafioi 
are  spread  over  the  fiice  of  the  globe.     Our 
empire  in  India  was  convulsed  to  its  centr« 
last  July,  arKl  we  do  not  yet  know  that  the 
danger  is  m'er.      1  aHude  to  the  alanuin 
mutiny  at  Vellore,  which,  though  it  ht;<^kf 
out  ou  ing  lo  a  vety  impolitic  order,  l;-  fVli* 
verting  a  turban  into  sgmcthing  li  ti\. 
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and  to  a  regulation  passed,  thoHgh  not  en-  ^ 
forced ,.  for  takllig^wftv  fron>  tbe  forehead  of 
ft  Hindoo,  tbf/m^k  of  bi>  religion  j  yet  ,it  * 
originated /m  3  .preVaknt  opinion   that  \vc 
wished^ to  ctoivfcefit  tlitjMahomenins  and  Hin- 
doos to.  Giirifetiawit^'.     Nor  was  tl;is  opinion 
rightly  lakrn  .^^i    JParts  of  tbe  Bible  ^re 
translated,  if  not  ti:^  whole  of  it,   into  the 
Hindoo  language.    There  are  many  mis- 
.    wonaries  .©u  the  CpSR^  of  Coroonandel,  and  a 
:  .  clei^n^an  jn-  8eng^  has  pubiibhed  a  book, 
in  which  he  iioi,  ouly  recommends    most 
itreDoooJy  our  attempting  to  convert  the 
Hindoos  to  the  Christian  r5igion,  but  sup- 
poses, tb©  thing -ip./*^  prtfclic/i^s/^.     From  si- 
milar foily^  the  Portuguese  lost  what  ihey 
once  possa$sedia.l4K}ii^,  and  such  will  be  our 
fete,  jf .  we  are  mad  enough  to  follow  their 
eatatnphs.^— Without  any  exaggeration,  we 
.  maybe  foirty said  to  gic;xyevn.nations  in  India, 
containing  fift^- millions    of  people.    I'he 
Europeans  of   ev^r>?   de^scnption,  civil  ser- 
vant*-,  officers,  sokbe^s,  &;c.  &:g.  do  pot  ex- 
(jeed  tw«nty-fiv<5  thovis3fi4  inen^  and  until  tlie 
pu  ^cH(  period  it  has  been  our  boast,  that  we 
h^vt^  p:  '!  tlx<?,  niosf  siicrcd  regard  to  the  relir 
gicusopiui*;ns»  boib  oif  ^Hitidoos  and  Maho- 
liuUiiiiu     Wy  ill ixihcm, in  our  battalions  of 
J::<!^oys,.  nrd  each  i>ect  was  leliat  full  liberty 
\^^  serve  God  in  iis  .own  way.     Yer^  Mr. 
Cobbelt,   wiib    tiie    mania    for    conversiouf 
wliich  r.ovv  prevails  in  England,   and  which 
En^liabngsBa    have    encouraged    in    distant 
r-Huitrics,  we  are  afraid  IvKt.a  silly  old  \vo- 
Ti'ian,  Of  a  Igve-skk  girl,   shoujd  once  in  a 
yenr  becomes  CailioUc  from  it  Protestant.— 
I  trttjst,  liowever,  that  ihe  good  sense  of  the 
coiiutry  will  soon  retary ;    and   thut  every 
man  of  every- reli^ion^  wiil  step  furth  in  its 
def^iuce,  foi*  neycr  v-as  ri*cre  a   period  i;i 
-Wu'hih   the  servic<^  of    every  friend  to- bis 
country  was  so  much  required  as  at  tl^e  pre- 
sent d»y. — A.Paqtestant,  but  no  Bigot. 
^/(zy  10,  J8O7. 

MR.  LB  IHAIXrvfi. 

8iJ»,T-'-^I  had  juht  taken  np  your  Hegts-* 
ter  this  inoruing,  and  proceeded  as  far  ah  liis 
llMtotion  of  my  name,  when  J  was  interrupt- 
ed by  friends,  wlio  oot  knowing  ihat  i  sub- 
scribe^l  to  your  vahiable  paper  were  anxious 
to  mike  ki^vwn  to  me  ihc  notice  you  had 
pleased  to  take  of  a  .procccdiiig  that  bad  cc- 
curred  In  Ure  ccKumittee  roor;\  of  ISlr.  Paul'i 

.  during  the  late  coutest  for  West min -iter.  I 
,   'V^nt  QP'wilh  your  atpti-ment,  and  sa.r  at 

.    <joc<?..  what   the  thing  was.     Being  en^-i^ed 

.,  r-f ry  ;iai,idabjy  .in  forming^ a  coaitrast  between 
ihiLline  9;t«iCji^c^|^fi,i3G^l  by  Mr.  Pauli  and 

i-itfMri>^ratB^5^^^n^  mjiid"  in- 
i\^^^^^^^4^^^ii^^^olf^'^y^^  mention 

bi 
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of  a  cirpun(istai>c^  which  yot'wifl  cxctise  i^y 


saying  it  would  have  oe^n  better  you  lilrd 
never  publicly  noticed^  and  that  it  should 
have  been  suffered,  s^s  it  deser^'ed.  to  hav« 
sunk  into  oblivion,  and  as  Mr.  PauH  in  your 
'hearing  earnestly'  intreated  1  would  aMow.  I 
pass  over  a  circumstance  1  am  willing  to  be- 
lieve accidental,  of  your  placing  ray  name  so 
near  to  Mr.Hart's,  as  almost  to  illow  it  to  ^ 
supposed  you  wi.shed  ro  hazard  gome  insintn- 
tion  disrespectful  to  my  moral  chslracter,  and 
proceed  to  remind  you,  that  in  your  anxiety 
to  defend  Mr.  Paull  yod  have  left  oflT  in  the 
middle  of  the  transaction,  and  allowed  a  be- 
lit'f  to  obtain  that  I  was  finally  dismissed  the 
committee.  Tins  opinion  a^  injurious  I  cton- 
ceive  to  Mr.  Paull,  and  as  degrading  to  me 
as  it  is  remote  from  the  truth,  h  am  obliged. 
Sir,  to  call  upon  you  as  publicly  to  corKra- 
dict.  And  as  you  have  stated  ;iio  much  to 
promote  the  cause  of  Mr.  Paul!,  I  am  feure 
you  will  allow  me  to  compleat  the  stat^rrtenl. 

On  the  third  day  of  tbe  "West mirtster 

election,  seeing  that  Mr.  Paull  Iiad  beitdi^d 
Mr.  Sheridan  so  considerably,  1  coHdiSved 
that  if  a  powerful  eiSfbrt  were  made,  it-would 
probably  leave  Mr.JSheridan  so  far  behind 
as  to  induce  him  to  abjindoh  thecomest^and 
consequently   relieve    Mr.    Vaull     from^  a 
grievous   expense,  I  suggested  this  to  tnsny 
of  my  friends,  and  went  to  Mr.  Pmdl'scom- 
mittee  and  offered  my  sernces.     Upon  re- 
questing instmciions  1  now  learned  that  il.e 
spontaneous  exertions  of  the  electors  had 
placed  Mr.  Paull  in  his  triumphant  sit^iation, 
and  that  the  committee  had  neither  plan^  nor 
system  to  regulate  the  buhiness  of  the  can- 
vass.    I    took   the  liberty  of  suggestHig  t^ 
them  my  apprehensions,   that  unless  some 
plan  was   inmiediaiely  adopted  tiie  tortoise 
might  overtake    the  hare :    my  iears>   met 
with  little  attention  and  I  left   theip*     On 
the    lifth    day,    I    belie\*e,    Mr.    Sheritbn 
coalesced  w'nh  Sir  S.  Hf><">d,   and  I  saw  the 
contest  was  likely  to  aR?ume  another  com- 
plexion     1  hastened  to  the  .conimi^tee,  my 
phiiis  were  adopted,  and  1  was  requested  to 
sapei  intend  the  execution  ofth^m.     It  was 
very  late  to  begin,  but  trifles  di>  not  alarm 
me  ;  and  from  eight  in  the  momipg  tijl  near 
midnigiit  1  laboured  for  several  days^tm til  I 
had  accomplished,  though  too  Jave  t<n.J)e  use- 
fvil,  a  plan  of  conduct  which  bad  it  been  pre- 
pared in  lime,  would  have  secured  to  tho 
friends  of  liberty, -honour,  and  integrity,  a 
triumph  cqa:d  to  their  best  wishe^y  in  spiie 
of   coalition,    and  every  othtfr  intkny   by 
which  cur  opponents  bav^  ^eeiued  anxious 
Xo  d i  sera ce  t ht  i r  -can se-    1 1  wa h  -wiwfe  I  was 
^v\6vkingupoi^,  this  pten>you,  Sirv introiluced 
j-oursclf^  and  ^\rtU^' ^  «»4  •iiiMsQipf 
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iipology,  yoa  delivered  with  much  reluctance 
Mr.  Pauir^  message,  tlxat  it  was'his  wish  I 
slioiild  retire  from  the  committee.  I  was 
.  Indeed  surprised.  I  had  been  honoured 
\vitb  the  particular  haired  of  Mr.  Pitt :  du- 
.  ring  seven  years  I  had  experienced  every  spe- 
cies of  persecution  his  political  views  and  his 
haughty  soul  impatient  of  opjwsition  could 

.  Impose  upou  roe  j  and  tiie  greater  part  of 
ihis  lime  I  "had  been  shut  up  in  various  don- 
^eons»  witliout  even  a  kncAvledge  of  the 
probable  charges  against  me.  But  my  con- 
Suet  I  bad  flattered  myself  during  this  perirxi 
of  iri;d,  had  been  «uch  as  would  secure  me 
the  sympathy  and  esteem  of  all  not  concern- 
fid  ip   the  oppre^jsion.     In  17(){)  Mr.  Tooka 

.  >to*)d  for  Westmiusier,  and  1  hope  he  wiJl 
^xcose  my  saying  that  he  saw  with  satisfac- 
im}  my  youthful  endeavours  to  assist  his 
can.s^  Dviring  the  two  celebrated  struggles 
fin  Middlesex,  I  cannot  repraich  my.^elf 
.with  having  relaxed  in  my  extortions  a  wpgle 
lipur.  It  wa?  knovin  that  I  neither  expect- 
i?d  nor  received  emolument  or  reward  of 
^y  kind,  and  therefore,  my  independent 
&mI,  I  hope  deserved,  and  I  believe  »net  ^kh 
general  a; tenlion.     I  told  you  therefore,  in 

.  ^eply,  that  Mr,  Panll  was  the  first  man  who  I 
.ba<il  given  me  insiilt;  but,  I  adueH,  that  as  I  j 
liad  never  been  honoured  with  Mr.  Pauirs  1 
acquaintance,  I  had  not  entt-red  that  room  ' 
ou  his  account.  My  sole  consideration  had  [ 
been  tike  public  cau^e;  and  il)en  nm icing  as 
iibove  related  my  motives  for  joining  the 
committee,  1  stated  that  my  principal  regret 
»ow  consisted  in  the  abandoni»ent  of  a  pMn 
which  the  members  of  t,he  committee  would 
scarcely,  I  feared,  be  able  without  my  su- 
periirtendance  to  carry  into  execution.  You 
aioticed  that  you  were  not  aware  of  my  being 
engagtfd  upon  any  thing  particular;  and 
i\pi)n  further  explanation  you  exclaimed  : 
*'  upon  my  honour,  Mr.  Lemaitre.  tWs  is 
**  the  only  really  useful  thing  I  have  yet 
"  sectt  in  this  committee,*' and  you  begged 
that  I  would  not  allow  nay  offended  feelings 
t»  induce  me  to  leave  tlie  room,  until  you 
iiaJ  seen  Mr.  Panll  and  brought  his  further 
nut  ructions.  I  consented  to  stay,  and  in 
iialf^  an  Ijour  you  returned  with  Mr.  Paull ; 
wc  retired  mio  tlie  closet,  when  Mr.  Paull 
pressing  my  hand  between  both  of  his  said, 
Mr.  Lei5ft.Mtrej  Mr.  Cobhett  has  just  explain- 
ed to  lue  Jiiow  very  kindly  you  have  imder- 
tftkcn  t<>  arrange  a  plan  of  the  highest  lUility 
and  consequence  t©  u*in  the  prer.e^it  state  of 
the  dectign.  You  have  unfortunately  been 
instdted  and/dl  treated,  \>ut  for  God's  .sake  do 
/aifget  it,  and  give  us  the  assistance  you  in- 
tended J  with  many  other  expre'>sions  of 
juidoevi  j^v4  t>biigatioQ  which  you  will  re- 
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cuiieci,  .:;ir,  ami  I 'need  not  repeat  j  and. 
Sir,  it  is  not  more  than  three  weeks  since,  a 
hiend  of  mine  at  Mr.  Pa^iil's  pariicolar  de- 
sire, repeated  his  sincere  regret  at  what  bad 
unhappily  t^ken  place* in  my  respect.  I 
mention  it  to  Mr.  PaulKs  liocumr.  This  gen- 
tleman  had  been  hastily  itiduced  to  join  ;hi^ 
voice  to  the  cry  whrch  had  fiicmerly  with 
such  banefal  consequences  been  raised 
against  me,  bat  like  a  mna  cf  honourbe 
corrected  the  error,  and  he  did  more,,  like  a 
liberal  man  he  acknowledged  it.-**— I  must 
now.  Sir,  beg  yon  will  excuse  that  J  so  bte 
oftcr  you  my  tiiaiis  for  the  reroonstniQces 
you  say  you  made  to  Mr.  Paull  in  my  fa- 
vour But,  Sir,  las  I  see  clearly  from  same 
remarks  yon  have  made,  that  you  haveaTery 
imperfect  acquaintance  with  tlid  sitnatioB  ia 
winch  it  was  convenient  for  the  then  nimis- 
ters  to  pl«ce  me,  I  enclose  a  copy  of  one  oC 
(fie  several  petitions  to  tlw  House  of  Com- 
mons which  in  1600,1801,  and  180a,  Mr. 
Gre}''  (flow  Lord  Howick)  did  me  the  ho- 
noiu-  to  present  and  support,  and  which  af-. 
fer  some  debate  was  ordered,  and -does  novr 
lay  upon  their  tr.ble.  And,  Sh*)  you  will  al- 
low me  to  add,  tliat  beslring  in  mind  every 
particular  of  my  situation,  the  lai>guage  held 
by  many  of  the  present  ministers,  then  in 
opposition,  upon  my*  p^ticular  case,  the 
favourable  cxprps^ons  made  in  my  fa- 
vour by  oiH*4ate  ijlustrions  statesman,  Mr. 
Fox^,  ^kfd  which  I  have  by  me ;  and,  observ- 
ing further,  the  powerful  exertions  making 
by  the  present  govi^tirment  to  do  justice  to 
the  unlnppy  slave  in  the  West  Indies,  I 
cannot  forbear  looking  forward  to  tlie  pe- 
riod when  my  case  will  come  again  under 
the  cognizance  of  the  goveriMTieiit  aud  tho 
jMiblic ;  and  that  that  jiistice  which  in  spite 
of  the  exertions  of  many  of  those  persons 
now  holding  the  reins  of  govern ment>' I  had 
not  then  the  go'.>d  form«e  to  obtain,  may 
under  Hie  auspices  of  our  present  mioisters 
•be  gnmted  to  me. 1  am,  Sir,  yottr  obe- 
dient servanl*.— ^P.  T.  Lemattre.— Z/0/u/o«, 
March  15,  ISO/. 

**  To  ibe  li^nourahle  the  Commons^  theUnu 
U'd Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  audheland 
the  kunri'/e  P^lit'ieu  (fPiT,  Le.inuiii€, 

"  SHEWETff , ^Tliot  your'  petitioner 

w3s  arrested  in  ^pt.'l7u4.  in  the  houne  of 
Maqiire^  and  Co.  watchjase  makers,*  wheie 
he  was  articled,  undcir  a  warrant  from  his 
Grace  the  Duke'  of  Portland,  charging  him 
with  high  treason;  his  books  aJid  papers 
were  seized  to  the  amount  of  several  pounds, 
and  are  stiU  detailed,  although  the  Privy 
Council,  durirag  several  very  long  examina- 
tions, never  produced  any  thing  said  to  have 
been  4'ound  in  liis  possession  iQ  wiikh  they 
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endeavoured  to  attach   I  lame.     Your  peti- 
tioner hoped  that  he  had  fiatisfa^tonly  repel- 
led before  theni  rhe  thar^cs  prcf;Tred  against 
iiim  cf  a  design  to  assassinate  his  b'ovcrei^n, 
and  beside  his  o\ni  toitimony  some  respec- 
table friends  without  his  knowledge  volun- 
tarily presented  llie;n5el\es,  and  were  exa- 
'  mined,    to  prove  the  strong  iaipiobability  of 
Ms  being  engaged   in  Hicn  a  plot.     Yet  he 
wrs  cdninnitlLd  to  the  House  of  Correction, 
in  Cold  Bath  Fields,  and  treated  there  with 
the  utmost  brutality.     On  the  arrest  of  your 
petitioner,   his   mother  was  told   by  one  of 
,the  officers  that  ihey  had  seized  enough  in 
Ijis  possession  to  hang  him,  and  that  she  must 
^expect  to  see  him  no  more  until  she  saw.  him 
go  to  the  galio%vs.     She  was  put  to  bed  and 
jose   no    more.     She  died    in    about  two 
months.     On  this  occasion,  Aris,  the  keep- 
er of  the  Cclil  Bath  Fields  prison^  had  the 
inhumanity  to  order  two  persons  whom  his 
deputy  h;id  directed  to  attend  your  petitioner 
in  strong  convldv.ons  to  quit  his  cliamber, 
.  and  Iciive  him  to  his  iate,  which  they  did, 
supposing,  as  they  informed  him  ou  his  re- 
covery, he  ^could  never  survive  this  treat- 
ment.—Thus   torn  from  his  business,  ease, 
aud  comtbrt,  ytnjr  petitioner  passed  the  se- 
vere winter  of"  I7(}4and   l/gs,  in  a   cold 
damp  cell,   and  still  he  occasionally  sulVers 
.by  a  complaint  contacted  in  this  place.    His 
friends  were  refused  admittance,  his  fatlier 
and  cousin  (Mac.iire)  alone  excepted,  even  a 
laylor  v/as  not  allowed  to  measure  hini  for 
mourning  j  all  parcels  coming  to  or  going 
from  him  were  closely  searched  in  the  pri- 
son, and  in  this  examination    they  found 
their  account,  as  they  could  seiect   the  arti- 
cles  they  ciio.se  for  their  own  wearj  and 
when  yonr    Ijctitioncr   complained    to    the 
keeper,  Ari<?,  that  lie  had  been  plundered  of 
a  month's  linen.  Sec.  he  said  he  coyld  do  no- 
thing in  it,   tnde-ss  your  petitioner   chose  to 
have  tlie  lodgings  of  all  the  turnkeys  search- 
.  edj  an  indiscriminate  and  fruitless  measure, 
^your  petitioner  did  not  consent   to    adopt, 
llobbed  of  h{*alth,  peace,  and  pi-operlv,  }our 
petitioner  left  this  place  on  .^'jO^-*^''^'!  in 
May,  1795,  nMd  immediately  on  his  libera- 
tion went  to  the  house  of  the^  Right  Hon. 
Wm.  Pitt,,  then  Clianccllor' of  the  Exche- 
f|uer,  to  demvnd  the  necessary  documents  "in 
order  to  institute  a  prosecution  against;  the 
parties,  by  whose  hiachinations  he  had  so 
severely  suffered. '   After  'some  time  he  was 
,  refei-red  to  the  IVivr  Council,  but  hisapph- 
ration  to  their  lordships  w*as  unsuccessful. 
The  following  ycir,   179O,  your  petitioner 
was  5urpriscd  with    tlte  intelji^ence   that  a 
bill  qf  indictment  for  high  treason  had  Iwcn 
f'Und  agaiuit  hiiii  at  iheUld  Eailey.     He 


immediately  surrendered  tp  Uic  cpurt,  an^ 
was  committed  to  f^ewgate.  Some  ^^'t•ek$ 
aftpr  thi^s  he  was  arraigiled  at  the  bar,  when,.* 
strange  as  it  may  fippear  for  the  first  time  in 
his  Jife^  yoiur  petiuoper  met  h^re  a  itaaj 
Crosfield,  and  held  up  bis  hand  with  him, 
whom  to  the  bast  of  his  kiwwledge  he  had 
never  seen  or  heard  of  before,  but  with 
whom  he  was  charged  wkh  con.spiring  tlio 
king's  death.  Sutne  mom  lis  after  this,  youj: 
petitioner  was^again  put  to  the  bar  and  ac- 
quitted^ Mr.  Atton^ey  General  declaring 
he  had  no  evidence  to  produce  against  him. 
But,  your  Hon.  House  will  observe,  that 
this  summary  discharge  did  not  acquit  yonr 
petitioner  of  any  of  the  expences  of  a  de* 
fence,  the  great  amount  of  which  to  a  pri- 
vate Individual  without  fortune,  Ls  exceed- 
ingly oppressive,  nor  was  this  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  pecuniary  loss  incurred  by  your 
petitioner.  His  agreements  with  Messrs.' 
Macaire,  and  Co.  exacted  of  him  for  every 
day's  absence  from  business  9  shillings^  or> 
which  account  he  paid  upwards  of  an  hun- 
dred guineas.— In  April,  1/98,  your  peti- 
tioner was  again  seized^  and  again  c^mmk- 
ted  to  Newgate,  on  charges  of  •*  treasonable 
practices,-*  \<^here  after  lie  had  been  coufiuiwi 
about  a  year  he  was  attacked  violently  wjili 
spasms  in  the  stctmach,and,  once  more  in  a 
prison,  hi«  life  \yai>  despaired  of.  Your  pe- 
titioner earnestly  solicited  of  Hit*  Grtxt  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  that  he  might  be  hi  ought 
to  trial,  but  recei\ed  no  ansvvt-r.  From  ihi^ 
prison  on  the  10th  August,  }799,yo\jr  peti- 
tioner wa$  removed  to  |{oading  J.iii,  whera 
his  spasmodic  compjaint  again  returned,  on 
which  occasion  -he  m,et  w  ith  the  reverse  of 
the  humane  treatment  he  had  before  exper 
rienccd  in  Newtate.  Youv  pftitioccr  re- 
mained here  until  the  2d  cf  March,  ISOK 
wheti  he  was  ordered  to  town,  and  tAkpn  be* 
fore  Air,  Justice  T  jrd,  in  Bow  Street,  wijo 
odcrcd  to  liberate  him  ou  condition  of  g\y 
ing  his  own  recogpi/.ance  to  ap^iear  on  tijo 
first  day  of  the  ensuing  tern"r  in  theponrtiof 
King's  Bonch.  But,  as  the  Piivy  CoiincU 
had  refused  10  tell  him  On  his  e.NaminaUofi 
hi  l/QS,  on  what  specific  chprge  he  hyd  hepii 
arrested,  your  petitioner  refused  to  ^tec 
into  the  recognizance  dc;manded  of  him;  nu-. 
til  he  could  learn  the  real  grounds  9f  ac^iua- 
tion  on  "VK'hich  he  had  been  ihr^xijears, -de- 
tained in  various  i^risons.  On  hifi  reiljj^  Iq  • 
accede  to  the  terms  proposed,  ypijr  peiiJiion^Ji:  . 
was  taken  from  this  office  to  the  Parjiometit 
Street  Hotel,  when  ce  hew  rote  fq  t  lie  DuKc 
^f  Portland,  desiring  to  be  Jiberate^l  witbbuf 
any  condition  or'recogni^.ance.  Vo^^r  i)t^-» 
tioner  received  no  answer,  but  wa.^  cc^nwi^ 
ted  the  same  afternoon  to  l^bthili  Fields  pri-; 
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^on,  in  wktch  new  h^iidships  awaited  Inm, 
for  either  he  must  submit  to  be  lodged  in  an 
apartment  destitute  of  every  accommoda- 
tion, wherein  to^excludc  the  inclemencies  of 
the  season  he  must  shot  out  the  light,  the 
window  not  being  g  azed,  he  must  associ^iie 
with  felons  at  the  rate  of  35  shillings  per 
week,  or  pay  two  guineas  'and  a  half  per 
week  for  his  board  and  jodging.  The  stale 
of  your  petitioners  health  demanded  that  he 
should  reject  (he  liist,  his  character  and 
feelings  would  not  a]h;w  him  to  submit  to 
the  second,  and  thus  he  was  reduced  to  the 
necessity  to  preserve  his  health,  and  avoid 
the  worst  society,  to  incur  an  expence  in 
this  protracted  season  of  suffering  beyond  his 
power  to  discharge,  without  a  painfiU  dc- 
pendance  on  friends,  whose  resources  he  had 
already  exhausted.  In  this  situation  your 
petitioner  again  appealed  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland,  but  his  Grace  directed  that  he 
should  be  allowed  only  20  shillings  per 
Meek^  leaving  £1,  12.  6.  to  be  paid  ^by 
liimself.  By  stat.  7  of  William  3  cap.  - — — 
it  is  enacted  that  no  person  shall  be  prose- 
cuted for  treason,  unless  it  be  against  the 
king's  person  three  years  after  the  fact  is 
cominitted.  The  Habeas  Corpus  Act  was 
now  in  force.  Your  petitioner  therefore, 
having  since  his  last  arrest  been  confined 

■  three  years,  thought  the  law  v.ould  liberate 
him.  Lord  Kenyon  was  applied  to  for  an 
Habeas,  but  he  refused  to  grant  one,  and 
referred  your  petitioner  to  tlje  Court  of 
King's  Bench'  in  the  ensuing  term.  But  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  term  \vhcn  your  peti- 
tioner was  to  have  been  brought  up  to  the 

'Court,  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act  was  again 
uspended.  Under  th«  c  circumstances  your 
petitioner  submitted  to  the  terms  of  libera- 
tion again  offered  to  him  through  the  per- 
sonal medium  of  Mr.  Ford,  and  was  libe- 
rated on  the  !2jth  of  April  last.  On  the 
nth  inst.  your  petitioner  addressed  to  his 
Grace  the-Ddke  of  Portland,  a  memorial 
giving  a  detail  of  ^hc  above  particulars,  and 
j'oqnestirig  to  be  reimbursed  his  immediate 
expefices.  To  this  application  no  answer  has 
beetv  made. — — ^By  every  consideration  your 
petitioner  is  now  invited  to  r.ppcal  to  your 
Hon!  Hou:ie.  liid  your  petitioner  feel  in 
the  smallest  degree  culpable,  he  would  cciirt 
pbscurity,  and   Silently  submit   to  the  ruin 

'  thai  unaA'-oidalDly  follovvs   such   an    age  of 

'  sutfering',  Imving  been  confined  a  great  part 
of  th^  period  bet\veeii  eighteen  and  twenty- 

,  five  j^ark  of  a^^e'.  Bdt  your  petitioner  as- 
sures ybut  Hon.  Hoiisc,  that  he  has  inno- 
cently  inctirred  the  injiincs  he  has  endured, 
and  sucli  ymir '._^cill.iot;ieJr  humbly  s-ibmils  is 

'  flp  ryrcsumptibh  iirising  from  tl:(;»  protrac- 


i'^Am^n'ietk, 


£906 


tion  of  imprisonment,  b#yond  the  pieriod  li- 
mited by  the  statute  already  alluded  to  for 
the  trial  of  persons  accused  of  treason  (ex- 
cept on  the  king's  person,  ^^ith  which  yoar 
petitioner  was  not  cijiarged)  inasmuch  ifc 
were  your  petitioner  guilty  even  in  the  judg- 
ment qfhis  Mujcity^s  then  miui^ters,  it  would 
leave  them  witJiout  excuse,  and  guilty  themr 
selves  of  a  high  misdemeanor  of  u^lect,  and 
breach  of  public  duty  to  his  Majesty  and 
their  country,  for  suifering  4  xraitor  to 
escape  for  ever  witligut  bfinging  him  tp 
trial.  Yonr  petitioner,  therefore,  huq^blj 
prays  your  lion.  House  to  take  hie  case  ioto 
your  consUleration,  and  for  such  relief  or 
tlio  adopi'«m  of  sucli  measures  as  your  Hon. 
House  in  your  wisdom  these  circumstanoe^ 
may  seem  to  require,— t — And  your  petiti^Or 
•I-  shall  ever  pray. — ~P.X  LlfMAiT*£,-T— 
June  1,  ISOl. 

FOUfejGN^FICIAL  p7^iS.  T. 
America.— A/(  (^fthfi 

Senate  and  *es  ^ 

the  United  Si  ^gTCsx 

crsscinlled,  L 
It  would  ha^  izcnf, 

great  satisfactic  ;  idq- 

ment  of  your  n  iilties 

in  our  foreign  r  time 

of  our  last   scp  cably 

and  jiisilv   tt*rn  ie  in 

taking  those  mea>urcs  which  wf:re  most; 
likely  to  brii^  them  loaucb  a  terminatic;^, 
by  special  mis>i6ns,  charged  with  such  pow- 
ers and  in^triiciions,  as^  in  the  event  gf 
(allure,  could  iVaye  no  im]>utatioii  on  either 
our  mo'Jeratron  or  forbearance.  The  delays, 
which  have  since  luk^^  place  in  ournegq- 
liations  with  the  Biiri^h  government,  ap- 
pear to  liave  prncerded  fiomcr.u.es  which 
do  not  forbid  the  expectation  that,  duang 
the  course  of  the*  cession,  I  may  be  enalled 
to  lay  before  you  their  final  issue.^Trr'VVhii^ 
will  \^t  th:it  of  the  i:egotialion.s  for.settlin;; 
our  dilTfrcp.ces  \\i(h  5^pnin,  d;, thing  whjoh 
had  token  place,  at  the  date  of  »he  la^ii  dis- 
patches, etiables  us  to  pronoutJCP.  On  ihe. 
wcstern  side  ofthe  Mississippi,  she,advancc4 
in  considerable  force,  and  took  p^st  M  i.hc 
peltKincnt  of  Bnyon  Pierre,  on  th«  Red 
River.— This  village  v\ as  originally  settled 
by  France,  was  held  by  her  as  long  ^s  she 
held  Louisiana,  and  was  delivered  10  Spain 
oiily  as  a  p^.tof  Loui-Iaoa.  Being  smaU, 
insulated^  and  distant.  \\  was  not  observed, 
at  the  moment  of  re-delivery  to  Franj;Jeaixd 
the  United  States,  that  sfec  contiaued  .a 
guard  of  half  a  dozen  men,  which  had  b«rcn 
stationed  there.  A  proposijL.i^n,  |iowje\:cr^ 
having  been  lately  made  by  oiir  comnjandcr 
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•n  chiefs  to  asBTime  the  S»bine  Rtvf  r  as  a 

tenaporary  line  of  separation  between  the 

Iroopa  oFthe  two  nations,   uhtil  the  Usue  of 

our  oegotiaiions  shall  be  known,  this  bas 
".  been  re/erfi'd  by  the  S.  anish  commandant 

to  l>U  «oiJenor,  and  in' the   mean   time  he 

h»%  uitbdrawo  his  force  to  the  western  side 

of  f he  Sabine  River.     The  correspondence 
-on  this  subject,    now  communicated,  will 

exhibit,  more  particularly,  the  preseiu  state 

of  things  in  that  quarter .-^Thi5  nature  of 

^  that  couatry  requires  indUpifnsably  that  an 

onosual  proportion  of  the  force  employed 

iberc  should  be  cavalry,  or  n^ountcd  infan- 
try.    In  order,    therefore,    that   tlie  com- 

lomndiAg  officer  might  be  enabled  to  act 

'with  effect,  I  had  aaihoriscd  him  to  call 

on  the  GoTcrnorsof  O'ieai.8  and  Mississippi, 

for  a  corps  of  five  hundred  volunteer  caval- 
ry.   The   temporary  arrangements  he  has 

fN'oposed^  may  perhaps  recder  this   unoe- 

ccswry.      JBut  1  inf»rra   you,   with  great 

pleasoro,  of  the  promplitude   with    which 

tfic  inhabilanls  of  those  terri<oricR  Iwivc  ten- 
dered their  servici  s  in  defence  of  iheir  couu  • 

fry.     It  lia&done  hun  ur  to  then^elves,  en- 
titled iheni  to  the  coiifiience  of  their  ft  I- 

low^tizeos  in  every  part  of  the  nnion,  and 

iBust  strengthetl  the  general  determination 

to  protect  them  efficaciously,  under  all  cir- 

€omstaDce»  9(h'Kk  m.\y  cccur. — Having  re* 

c<-ived  inforoHtios,  th*t  in  anmher  part  of 

the  United  States,  a  great  number  of  private 

todivkluals  were  corabtnirg  togetlier,  arai- 

ing  and  organising  themselve-*,  contrary  to 

law,    to  carry  on   t    military    expedition 

«gainst  the  territories  of  Spun,  1  thought 

it  necessary,  by   proclnmation,  as  well   as 

%>y  special  orders,  to  lake  measures  for  pre- 

vcBting  and  suppressing' this  enterprise,  tor 

•cizirg  the  vcsseh,  arms,  and  other  means 

provided  for  it,  and  for  arrrsting  and  bring- 
ing to  justice,  1(9  aufliors  and  abettors.     It 

was  due  to  that  goudfahh  which  ought  ever 

lo  be  the  rule  of  action  in  public,  as  well  as 

in    i^rWate    tr ausacttons ;    it    was    doe  to  ! 

good  order,  and  regular-  government,  that  j 

wbiie  t^  poblio  force  w  as  acting  strictly  on   } 

thts  jdefeujiive,  and  mercjy   to  pi-olect  our  I 

citizens  fiom  aggres>io'i,  the  crimiaal  at- 
tempt of  ])rivate  individuals,  to  decide  for 

their  ccuntry  fl^  qoe^ion  of  peace  or  war, 

by   cooiiuencing  active  and    unautboaised 

hostilities?,  should  be  promptly  and  effioa- 

C'ou^ly  stipprrcssed— whetter  it -wQl  be  ne- 

'cessary  to  enbrge  our  regular  force,  wll 
-  dqitmd   on    ib^  result   of  our  oegociations 

withi)p3iA:   ^ffQt  as  it  is  uncertftin   wh'.'n  ' 

that  Tcstih  will  be  koown,  the  proviMonal 

mcTCuneir  requisue  for  thjt,  aotl  to  mod  any 

pressure  iotcfveuin^  to   lijiit  ^uariter^  will 


be  a  subject  fof  your'g;^rIy  C9;5siden|ti^,Tr- 
The  possession  of  bota  banfes.  of  the  A^is- 
si&sippi  reducing  to^  single  poiut  the  defeosc 
of  that  river,  its  wiars,  j^nd  the  couoiiy 
adjaciiul,  it  becomes  highly  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  that  point  a  nu)rc  adequate  i»ecurit^ 
Soine  position  above  its  mouth,  C3ran;aun- 
ing  in  the  passage  of  th«  river  j^hould  be 
rendrred  siitiicicuily  bt>ong  to  cover  t&e 
armed  vessels  which  may  be  stationed 
there  for  defence  i  and,  in  conjunction 
with  tht'm,  to  present  an  insuperable  obsta- 
cle to  any  force  attempting  to  pass.  The 
approaches  to  the  oily  ot  New  Orleaus, 
fiom  the  eastern  quarter  also,  will  require 
to  be  examined,  and  more  effccmaUy 
guarded.  For  the  internal  support. of  ibe 
country,  the  encouragement  of.  a  strong 
sctt!cix*cr.t  on  the  western  side,  oi  the  Mis- 
sissijipi,  within  reach  of  Nc^w  Oxlcar^, 
will  be  worthy  the  con^ide^3tion  of  the 
Legislature.  The  g;.(n.  bo^^t^,  authorised 
by  an  act  of  the  last.sessitm,  aresoadyao- 
ceJ,  that  they  will  be  ready  for  servt<ce 
iu  the  ensuing  Spring.  Circum^taocoi  per- 
mitted us  to  allow. the  (iuie  oecessacy  ibr 
their  more  so^d  couktuction*  As  a  much 
larger  number  will  still  be  warding  to  place 
o.ir  sea- port  towns  and  w:iiers  iotb^t  blate 
of  defsjoce  to  which  \^c  are  0'>fnpeteiif, 
and  ibey  e:Hitlf(l>  a  <itx\ilar.  appropriation 
fjr  a  lurtW  provision  (^  tlieio  isipec0QHAeD<2- 
ed  for  the  ensuing  year.  A  fvurtbef  ^ppTo- 
priation  will  also  be  siecessary  for  repeittng 
fortiBcattons  abready  establt>brd^  aud  iho 
erec  ion  of  such  other  works  a«  may  hive 
real  etfect  in  obiitructing  the  approach  ot'aa 
enetiiy  to  our  sea-port  (owns,  or  their  ce- 
maining  before  il  em.  li\  a  country  wltOsa 
constitution  is  dcrivid  from  the  wiU  of  the 
people,  dircc  ly  expressed  by  their  free 
suffrages  ;  %>here  tlie  principal  execotive 
funciionnries,  and  'hose  of  the  legi Mature, 
are  renewed  by  t he m at sbort periods;  wttore^ 
under  the  character  of  juiors,  they  c^etdse 
in  person  the  greatest  portiou  of  the  judi- 
ciary pouers,  where  the  laws  aseoon<equent« 
ly  so  formed  and  administered  as  to  bear 
with  equal  weight  and  favour  on  aJU  re- 
strain) ng  no  man  in  tlie  pursuits  of  holiest 
tadustry,  and  securing  to  evety  one  the 
property  whxh  that  acquires^  it  >ii-oaId 
not  bs  supposed  that  any  safeguards  could 
be  needed  against  insurrection  oc  ettteq^tzc, 
on  the  public  peace  or  authority^ .  Tb^'laws, 
however,  aware  Hhai  these  shouM  not; be 
trotted  to  moral  restraints  oolyy  have^wiady 
pruvided  puaishmient  for  lbes*e  oHioes, 
when  committed.  But  would  it  not  be 
salutary  to  give  also  the  ftieaiis  o^^efoiKlng 
their  ^muiisiioQ  ?  Where  ai^  truterpri^  is 
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mecHtated  by  private  indtviddals  a^arnM 
a  foreign  nation,  in  amify  with  the  United 

'  State*,  |)0\ver»  of  preveitioh,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, are  given  by  the  laws.  Would  they  not 
be  as  reasonable  and  useful,  \<^here  the  errter- 
prise  preparii>g  is  against  the  United  States  ? 
"While  adverting  to  this  branch  of  law,  it  is 
proper  to  observe,  that  in  enterprises  medi- 
tated against  foreign  nations,   the  ordir^ary 

"  process  of  bindirrg  to  ths  observance  of  the 
peace  and  good  behaviour,  could  it  be  ex- 
tended w  acts  to  be  done  out  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States,  would  be  effectual 
In  some  cases  where  llie  offender  is  able  to 
keep  out  of  sight  ever}' indication  of  his  pur- 
pose which  could  draw  on  him  the  exercise 

of  the  powers  now  given  by  law. ^The 

States  on  the  coast  of  Barbary  seem,  general- 
ly disposed  at  preh-^nt  to  respect  peace  and 

-  Iriendship.  With  Tunis  alone,  some  uncer- 
tainty remains.  Persoaded  that  it  is  our  in- 
tiwsi  to  maintain  oUr  peace  with  them  on 
*«qinil  temos,  or  not  at  all,  I  propose  to  setid, 
io  due  time,  a  reinforcement  mto  the  Medi- 
•fterrmw«i,  onlcns  previous  Information  shall 
«litfw  il  to  be  tinnece8sary.r— We  continue  to 

'  i^ceive  proofs  of  the  growing  attachment  of  ; 

-  otir  h^dian  neighbours,  and  of  th)?ir  disposi- 
tion tof  place bU  rht-ir  interests  under  the  pa- 
tndnage  of  the  United  States.    These  dispo- 

'  nHohs  are  tns»>ire/l  by  their  confidence  in  our 
juilice,  and  in  thA(  sincere  concern  we  feel 
for  tlieif  wcUare.  And  as  long  as  we  dis- 
charge these  high  and  honourable  functmns 

.  'With  the  iiHegrityiind  good  faith  which  alone 

^  -can  entitle  us  to  their  continuance,  we  may 
.expect  to  reap  the  just  reward  in  their  peace 
and  friendship.*— llie  expedition  of  Messrs. 

-.  Lewis  and  Clarke  for  exploring  the  River 
Missouri,  aiKi  the  best  communications  from 
that  to>  the  Pacific  OceaiT^  has  had  all  t^e 
success  which  couW  have  been  expected. 
The/ have  traced  the  Missouri  nearly  to  its 
source,  descepded  the  Colcmbia  to  the  Ptaci- 
i^cO.reafn,  ascertained,  with  accuracy,  the 
gejogmphy  of  that  interesting  communication 
flCTpss  our  continenty  learned  the  character 
of  the  country,  of  its  commerce  and  inhabi- 
tants: and,  it  is  but  justice  to  say,  that 
Jvlehsrs.  LewlQ  uod  Qarke,  and  their  brave 
companioos,  have,  by  this  arduous  «erfice, 

V  4vserved  ^l  of  their conutry.— The  attempt 

,  to  explore  the  Red  River,  under  the  direo- 
floa'Crf  Mri  Freeman,  though  coododed 
.H'ltUl^'zeal  and  prudence  meriting -efrth^e  ap- 
probaUda^>  has  not  been  equally  suecewfut. 

.  lA^ter  prbceeding  up  it- about  six  humlred 
-  miles,  oetttfy  aa  faras  the  French  settlements 

«;h«4.'exteild(xi,  whikJ  the  fcountry  wa&in  their 
pm^mi^  am  geogh!phfc^s^wero  obliged  (o 
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return,  without  eompletthg  theit*  work.— — 
Very  nsefol  additions  have  also  been  made  to 
our  knowledge  of  the  Mississippi,  by  Lieut. 
Prk?,  who  has  nsoended  it  to  Its  i^urce,  and 
whose  journal  and  map,  giving  the  details  of 
his  journey,  will  shortly  be  ready  for  com- 
manication   to   both  Houses  of  Cbngrea. 
Those  of  Messrs.  Lewis,  Clarke,  and  Free- 
juau,  ^vilt  require  fiirther  time  to  be  digested 
And  prepared.    Tliese  important'siin'eys,  hi 
addition  to  tbiise  before  possessed,  ftirnish 
matcriah  for  comrhenting  ati  accurate  map 
of  the  Mississippi  and  its  <^estern  waters. 
Some  principal  rivers,  however,  remain*  still 
to  be  explored,  towards  which  the  iimhorisa- 
tion  of  Congress,   by .  moderate  appropria- 
tions, will  be  requisite.— IcongratuhiTe  you, 
Fellow-Citizens,  on  the  approach  of  the  pe- 
riod at  which  y»o  may  interpose  your  autho- 
lity  constitutionally,  to  withdraw  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  fijpm  all  fiirther 
participation  in  those  violatjbns  of  human 
rights.  Which  have  beeh  so  long  cortlinued 
on  the  unoiFendlng  inhabitniits  of  Afirica, 
and  which  the  morality,  the  reputation,  and 
the  best  interests  of  our  coutttry,  have  long 
been  eager  to  proscribe.     Althftugh  no  law 
you  may  pass  can  take  prohibitory  effedt  till 
the  first  day  of  ttie  y«ar  1SO0,  yet  the  inter- 
vening period  is  not  too  long  to  prevent, 
by  timely  notice,  expeditions  which  cannot 
be  completed  before  that  day. -^The  receipts 
of  the  Treasury,  during  the  year  ending  on 
ttie  aothday of Septemt>er last, have araomit- 
ed  to  near  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  ;  which 
have  enabled  us,  after  meeting  the  current 
demands,  to  pay  two  millions  seven  hundred 
thousatxl  dollars  of  the  American  claims,  in 
part  of  the  price  of  Louisiana  ;  to  pay,  of  the 
funded  debt,  upwanls  of  three  nxillioM  of 
principal,  and  nearly  four  of  interest  j  and» 
in  addition,  to  reimburse,  in  the  course  of 
the  present  month,  near  two  millions  ot  five 
and  a  half  per  cent,  stock.    Thetiepayments 
and  reimbursements  of  the  fand»d   debt, 
with  those  which  had  been  made  in  the  four 
years  and  a  half  preceding,  will,  at  the  close 
of  the  present  year,  have  extinguished  up- 
wards of  twenty-three  millions  of  |Wincfpal. 
— Tlxc  duties  composing  the  Mediterranean 
fund  will  cease,  br  law,  at  the  end  of  the 
present  session.     Considering  however,  tliat 
they  are  levied  chiefly  on;  luxuries,  -and  that 
we  have  an  impost  on  salt,  a  necessary  of 
life,  the  free  use  of  which  otberwisei  is-  so 
importijnt,  I  reoonameod  to  your  considera- 
tion tht  stjppressioii  of  thtf  datijesr  on  salt, 
and  tiiecofiitTnuationctf'tbie  Medi^rraoean 
fund,  instead  thereof^  fei*  a' shost. time  j.  after 
wl^h; '  i\if^  alsor'wtU  >  beeoi9€^  oBaecesnury. 
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/or  any  purpoic  now  within  (contemplation. 
"—When  both  of  thesfe  branches  of  revenue 
«hall,  in  this  way,  be  relinquished,  thx?re  will 
still,  ere  long,  bean  accumulation  of  monies 
in   the  Treasury,  beyond  the  instalment  of 
public  debt,  which  we  are  permitted  by  con 
tract   to  pay.     They   cannot,    then,   with- 
out .a  modification  assented  to  by  the  public 
creditors,  be  applied  to  the  extinguishment 
of  this  debt,  and  complete  liberation  of  our 
,revenucg,  the  mos{  desirable  of  all  objects. 
.  Kor,  if  OUT  peace  continues,  will  they  be 
vanting  fur  ^ny  otlier  existing  purpose. — 
Tlieo'ocstion,  therefore,  now  comes  forward, 
to  wliat  other  object  shall  those  surplusses 
.be  appropriated,  and  the  whole  surplus  of 
impost,    after  llir.  entire  discharge  of  the 
public  debt,  raid  daring  those  intervals  when 
the  purposes  of  war  shatl  not  call  for  them  ? 
JShall  we  suppress  the  impost,  and  give  that 
.  advantage  to  foreign  over  domestic  mr.nufac- 

•  tures }  On  a  few  articles  of  more  general 
and  necessary  use,  the  supression,  in  due 
season,  Ai'ill  doubtless  be  right  5  hut  tL-j 
great  mass  of  the  articles  on  which  impost  is 
paid,  are  foreign  luxuries,  purchsed  by  those 
only  who  are  rich  cnougli  to  afford 
themselves  the  use  of  them.—Their  patroit- 
ism  would  certainly  prefer  its  conti- 
nuance, and  appiicalion  10  t!ie  great  piir- 
poses  of  the  public  education,  road-?,  rivers, 
cai^alsj  'and  such  other  objects  of  public  un 
provement,  as  it  may  be  thought  proper  to 
add  to  the  constitutional  cnumerr.tion  of  fe- 
deral powers.  By  ihese  operations,  new 
channejs  of  communication  will  be  opened 
between  the  Siat'js  5  the  I'nes  of  separation 
will  disappear,  their  interests  will  be  identi- 
fied, and  their  union  cemented  by  new  and 
indissoluble  tics.  Education  is  here  placed 
among  the  articles  of  public  care,  not  that 
It  would  be  proposed  to  take  its  ordinary 
branches  out  of  ibehanl*  of  privaic  enter- 
prise, which  manages  $a  mach  better  all 
the  c<^nccrn8  to  which,  it  is  equal ;  but  a 
public  institution  cat)   ajopo    supply   those 

,  sciences,  which,  though  rarely  called  for, 
arc  yet  necessary  to  complete  the  circle,  all 
the  parts  of  which  contril^u^e  to  the  im- 
provement cf  the  count|:y,    and  some   of 

.  jhem  to  its  preservation. — fhe  subjtct  is 
now  proposed  for  ilie  considpri^tion  of  Con- 
gress, bcc-iuse,  if  approved,  by  the  time  the 
.State  Legislatures  shall  haye  deliberated  on 

f  this  extension  of  the  federal  tin^t«,  and  the 
]aw9  shall  have  passed,  and  oi})er  arrange- 
nicnts  n)ade  for  their  executii  j^,  the  neces- 
sary funds  will  bQ  on  hanc|,  apd  without 
rmploymeut.  1 8up(>ose  an  amendment  of 
\^&  CQ^Jjli^iition^  by  .fo^^nt  of  the  States, 


necessary;  becavise  the  object^  now  rccom- 
niendcd  are  not  atnong  those  enunrrferatfed  fti 
the  constildtion,  and   to  which   it  permi^i 
the  public  monies  io  be  applied.— The  pre- 
sent consideration  of  ^  national  esiablisti- 
mcnt;  for  education,  [I)articularly,    is  ren- 
dered proper  by  this  crrcmnstance  j  ^Iso,  that 
if  Con>j;ress,  approving  the  proposition,  iball 
yet  think  it  more  eligible  to  found  it  on  a 
donation   of  lands,    they  have   it   now  in 
iheir  power  to  endow  it  with  those  v.hich 
will    be    among   the    earliest    to    produce 
the    necessary    income.      This  foandaiioa 
would  have  the  advantage   of  being   frde* 
pendent  on   war,  which   may  suspend  qthei* 
improvements  by    requiring   for    its    own 
purposes,  the  res  >urces  destined  for  thit,-^ 
This    fellow-ciiizcns,    is   the   ^tate   of  the 
public  interests,'    at   the   present   mouicnt, 
and  according  to  the  information  now  poscss- 
ed. — But  such  is  the,  situation  of.  the  nations 
of  Europe,  and  such,  too,  the  pridicamcnt 
in  which  we  stand  with  some  of  them',  that 
we    cannot    rely,    with  certainty,    on   the 
present  aspect  of   cur    affairs,    that    may 
change  from  moment  to  momcn!,  durng  the 
cour.^e  of  your  Srs^ion^  or  after  you   snalt 
have  separate^.     Our  duty  is,  therefore,'  to 
act    upon   the   tlnngs  a^    they   are,  and  to 
m^kc  a  reasonable  provision   Fur  wliaf^vcr 
they  mr.y  be.     ATcre  armies  to   be   raised 
wh'rnevcr.  a  speck  of  war  is  visible  m  our 
honj^)u,wj*  never  >h'^u]d  hat^e  been  without 
them.     Qur  resources  woiild  have  been  ex- 
hausted on  dangers  which  have  never  hap- 
pened, instead  of  being  reserved  for   what 
is  really  to  take  place.     A  steady,  perhaps 
a   quickened  pace  in  preparation <    for    the 
defence  of  our  searport   touns  and   waters, 
an    early   seltlement   of  the   most   enposed 
and   vulnerable  parts  of  the  cpuntryi  a  mi- 
litia so  orgaDi-^cw;,  that  its  affectiycjpoftions 
can  be  called  to  any  point  in  the  Union,  or 
volunteers  ii^stcad  of  them,  to  serve  a  suft- 
cient  time,    are  means  which  roajr^  always 
be  ready,  yet  tiever  preying  upph  bur    re* 
.sources,    vntil    actually    called    into    use. 
They    will  maintain  the    pubHc    int^sr^s, 
^hlle  a  .more  perffianent  force  shaH  be  in  a 
cour-e    of  preparation.      But,    mi\ch  wUl 
deptnd  .on    tie    pr/;mpiitmle    with\jh'ch 
those  n.cans,  can  be  brought  into  aptivity. 
If  war  be   forced  upon  as,,  in  s^jtc  of  our 
long  s^d  vain  appeals  to  die  justice  oT  nja- 
tion.^  r^pid  and  vigorous  mQvcmqiiSj  ip  its 
outset,,  will  go  far  towards  sccurip^  us  in  its 
course  antl  issiie,  and  toward^  ih rowing  Its 
burdens  on  those  who  render  ncc<;s:5ary  the 
rtsort  from  reason  to  force. — The  respjt  <  f 
our  negotiation^  or  such  incidents  ig'lh^if 
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cpursf^  M$  n^y  eaabl«  w$  to  lufot  their 
jKo^>ablp  issue;  such  fprther  movements 
al^  on  eur  Western  frontier  as  may  sh^w 
whether  wftt  is  to  be,  pr«;»4ed  there,  while 
HQgot lotion,  is  protracted  <^lsewhere,  shall 
bo  coaiipAinicdled  to  you  fruai  time  to  tiiue, 
as,  th^y  become  knowo  tp  me,  with  what- 
CFer  Oibpr  ioforo^fiiiqii  \  poises,  o  r  may 
receive,  which  may  aid  your  deliberation 
s$i  th^  gre^t  naiional  iiierests  cpuimitted 
t^tyoar  charge.r-TH.  j£yF^a.soN- 


Continental   War. — Forlyseventh  Bui- 
ietin  of  the  Grand  Fraicfi  Aniit^». 

Poltusk.. The  affair  of  Czarncwo,  that 

of  Naslesk  and  Kursomb,  that  of  the  cavalry 
and  LapQcz};n^  have  been  fol]j\^ed  by  that 
of  Pi^ltasI^,  and  by  the  complete  and  j^reoipi- 
t^te  retreat  of  tiie  Russian  army,  which  has 

finished   the  present  year's  campaign. 

Marshal  Lanncs  tirst  arrived  on  the  morning 
of  the  20'th,  directly  opposite  to  Pultusk, 
wher^^  during  the  night,  the  whole  of  Gren. 
Benningseu's  corps  had  assembled.  The 
Russian  4iyision,^  which  had  been  defeated 
at  Nasielsk/had  arrived  about  two  in  the 
ipornii^  at  the  camp,  ©f  Fultusk,  with  t^ie 
third  division  of  Marshal  Dayoust's  corns  in. 
close  pursuit  of  them.  At  ten  o'clock  Mar- 
shal jl,>aones  began  the  attack^  having  his 
first  line  composed  of  the  division  of  Suchet, 
tfee  second  of  Gazan's,  and  (hat  of  Oudtn,  of 
the  3d  light  corps  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  <Dauttane,  oa  his  left  wing.  The  en - 
gagemen(t  was  obstinate;  after  various  oc- 
currences, the  enemy  was  completely  rout- 
ed. The  17th  regiment  of  light  infantry, 
and  the 34th,  covered  themselves  with  glory. 
Crenerals  Vedel  and  Claperede  were  wound- 
ed. General  Treilhard,  commaudaut  of  the 
ligL^I  cavalry  5  Gen.  Bouslard,  commandant 
of  a  brigade  of  dragoons  under  6cn.  Bockerj 
9Md  aUo  Coh  Barthdcmy,  of  the  1 5 ih  dra- 
goons, w^re  wounded  with  grape  shot. 

Voi^ip,  Aid-de-Camp  to  Marsnal  Lanncs; 
SM^d  ^i.  Curial,  Aid-de-CamP  to  General  Su- 
cliet,  were  killed,  and  both  have  fallen  with 
glory,  Mavshol  ^^annes  was  likewise  grazeti 
by  a  ball.  The  fifth  corps  of  the  army  gave 
si  proof  of  every  thing  that  covild  be  expected 
^001  the  su^iority  of  the  French  infantry 
ov^r  that  of  o^her  nations,  Marshal  I^nnes, 
thougK  he  had  been  for  six  days  indisposed, 
persisted  iii  following  the  corps.  The  S5th 
»egiu}^nt  sustained  several  charges  of  tiie 
^n.«;my"s  cavalry  with  great  coolness  and  suc- 
cess. ,, During  the  night  (he  enemy  bwat  a 
rtueaj:^  ^jid  reaelicd  Oatroleuka. 


'Continental  tydr.  [^i'jt 

Forty-eighth  Bulletin  of  the ' Grand ^  Fiench 
Army. 

Warsaw,   Jan.,  3. Gen.   Corbincnn, 

Aid-de-Camp   to  the  Emperor,   had  set  off^ 
from  Pultusk,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  witk 
three  regiments  of  light  cavalry.     After  oc-. 
cupying  Brok^  he  reached  Ostrowiet,  on  tifw? 
1st  inst.     On  his  march  he  picked  up  -^6o 
Russian  soldiers,  several  officers,  and  a  great' 
quantity  oi  baggage  waggons,— —^Mar^hat 
Soult,    with  three  brigades  of  light  hor^Cp, 
part  of  Lasalle's  division,  lias  taken  a  posl-*' 
tion  along  tl 
in  order  to  < 
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Prince   Jero 

French  army.— Tho  Governor  of  Silesia  had; 

collected  (lie  gnn  Isoiis  of  tlie  fortresses  not 

yet  blockaded,  and  fonned  out  of  them  aa 

army  of  S'^ldO  men,  with  which  for(      ha 

had  commenced  his  m.irch  to  interrupt  thtf 

operations  of  tlie  army  besi'^gi ng  Breslati. 

— Against  this  force  Gen.  Ifedouville,  the 

chief  of  Prince  Jerome's  btaff,  det.iched  Gf  u. 

Montbrun,  commandant   of  the  Wurtem- 

burghcrs,  and  Gen.  Minutci,  commanduji^ 
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of  the  Bavarians.  They  came  up  with  the 
Pnisaians  at  Strenien,  put  thera  to  flight,  and 
took  400  men,  6OO  horses,  and  several  con- 
voys of  provisions,  which  the  enemy  intend- 
ed to  send  into  the  fortress.  Major  Her- 
scher,  at  the  head  of  150  of  I^iningen*s 
light  horse,  attacked  two  Prussian  squadion'8> 
and  completely  routed  them,  making  36  of 
them  prisoners. 

"domestic  official  papers! 

Capture  of  Cubacoa. From  the  /<07?- 

don  Gaxetle  Extraordinary    Sunday,  Fth. 
'  22,  lb07.     Concluded  from  page  67 'I,   , 

No.  2. — Curacoa,  Jan.  1,  1807. — Prelid 
mlnary  articles  of  the  capitulation  agree- 
upon  by  Charles  Brisbane,  Esq.  captain  of 
his  Majesty's  ship  Areihusa,  and  senior  offi- 
cer of  a  squadren  of  his  Majesty's  ships  at 
Guracoft,  on  the  one  part ;  and  by  his  Exc. 
Pietre  Jean  Changuion,  (Governor  of  the 
Island  of  Curacot  and  its  dependencies,  en 
i^e  other.— Article  1.  The  Fort  Republique 
4rtia!l  imitteditttely  be  surrendered  to  the  Bri- 
tish for<5e;  the  garrison  shall  march  out  with 
the  honours  of  war,  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  become  prisoners. of  war.  Answer. 
Granted. — Art.  2.  The  Dutch  garrison  at 
Curacoa  "shall  be  prisoners  of  war,  and  br 
his  Britannic  M:yesty  sent  to  Holland,  not 
to  serve  this  war  before  they  shall  be  regular- 
ly exchanged ;  and  for  The  due  performance 
pf  this  article  the  officers  pledge  their  word 
of  honour.  Answer.  Granted. — Art.  3. 
The  same  terms  as  in  the  above  article  are 

Knted  to  the  officers  and  people  of  the 
tch  men  of  wdr.  Answer.  Granted. — 
Art.  4.  All  the  civil  officers  may  remain  at 
their  respective  appointments,  if  they  think 
proper )  and  those  who  choose  shall  be  sent 
by  his  Britannic  Majesty  to  Holland.  An- 
swer.    Granted. Art.  5.  The  burghers, 

inerchantsi  planters,  and  other  inhabiiftnts, 
vithout  difference  of  colour  or  opinion,  shall 
be  respected  in  their  persons  and  property, 
provided  they  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
his  Britannic  Majesty.  Answer.  Granted, 
neutral  property  being  respected.— Art.  Q. 
All  the-  merchants'  vessels,  wkh  their  car- 
goes, in  the  harbour,  of  whatsoever  nation 
they  belong  to,  shall  be  In  the  possession  of 
their  proper  owners.  Answer.  Not  grant- 
ed.— Art.  7.  A  definitive  capitulation  shall 
Be  signed  upon  this  basis  In  Fort  Amsterdam. 
Answer.    Granted. 

Curacoa,  Jan.  2.  I8O7. ^The  foregoing 

Articles  having  tliis  day  been  mutually  read 
and  agreed  to»  this  capitulation  is  become 
definitive.  Signed  on  the  one  part  by  C. 
Bkisbanr.  Affiled  on  the  other  part  by  his 
Excellency,  P,  J.  Chamguxoh. 


Capture  of  Curacoa.  fgiO 

A  list  of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  liis 
Majesty's  squadron  tmder  my  comHiand,  at 
the  capture  of  the  Island  of  Curacoa,  on  the 
1st  of  January,  I8O7.  Arethusa,  2  seamen 
killed,  5  seamert  wounded. — I^tona,  1  sea- 
man killed,  2  seamen  wounded.— —Anson, 
none  killed,  7  seamen  wounded. — ^Fisgard, 
none  killed,  notie  wounded. — ^TotaJ,  8  sea- 
men killed,  14  seamen  wounded.  (Signed) 
C.  Brisbane. 

Curacoa,  Jan.  3,  I8O7.— — Lists  of  kiUed 
and  wounded  on  board  the  Hastlar  frigate, 
Surinam  sloop,  and  Flying  Fiih  schooner. — 
Hastlar,  C.  J.  Evertz,  commandant,  killed ; 
G.  B.  Z.  Gerond,  second  purser,  ditto  i  A.' 
Graaf,  chief  mate,  badly  wounded ;  J.  J.  Nl 
Giblesperd,  steward,  killed  ^  W.  Matiben,' 
seaman,  ditto ;  H.  Driel,  seaman,  ditto.— 
Surinam,  Jan  Van  Nes,  captain,  dangerously 
wounded ;  Jean  Baptiste,  Iteot.  do ;  G.  B. 
Baltner,  Midshipman,  dangerously  ^Kround- 
cd ;  Arend  Aretis,  seaman,  ditto;  Ferdinand 
Ballatin,  seaman,  ditto (sii^ce  dead).— Flying 
Fish,  G  H.  V.  A.  Hinget,  gunner,  deadj 
M.  8.  Giblesperd,  seaman,  wounded. 

By  Charles  Brisbane,  Esq.  Captain  of  bti 
Majesty's  ship  Arethusa,  and  senior  officer  of 
a  squadron  of  his  Majesty's  ships  employed 
at  Curacoa. 

His  Exc.  Lieut.  Gen.  Changuion,  Goirer* 
nor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Island 
of  Curacoa  and  its  Dependencies,  having  re- 
fused to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  and  surrendered  himself 
prisoner  of  war,  I  have  thought  proper  to 
appoint  myself  governor  of  the  said  island 
and  its  dependencies,  until  the  pleasore  of 
the  commander  in  chief  is  made  known  5 
and  I  do  hereby  appoint  myself  accordingly. 
— Given  under  my  hand  at  Curacoa,  this  4th 
dayof  Jian.  I8O7.     (Signed)     C.  Brisbane. 

By  Charles  Brisbane,  Esq.  Captain  of  hit 
Majesty's  ship  Arethusa,  and  senior  officer 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  squadron  in  Cora- 
coa  harbour. 

Whereas  this  island  and  its  dependencies 
have  surrendered  to  the  arms  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  as  appears  by  the  capUuhrtion  which 
has  been  signed  by  his  Exc.  Pierre  Jeair 
Changuion  and  me  on  the  1st  instant,  I 
therefore  hereby  require,  that  all  the  burg- 
hers and  inhabitants  of  this  island  shall  meet 
on  Wednesday  next,  the  7th  Instant,  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  at  the  Government 
House,  in  order  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiancer 
to  his  Britannic  Majesty  aforesaid  --Thost 
who  belong  to  the  militia  companies  will  re- 
ceive further  orders  from  their  major,  and 
are  to  conduct  themselves  accordingly.— All 
those  who  fill  puWic  offices,  of  whatsoever 
nature  they  nay  be^  and  M  aodi  m  do  o«K 
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belong  to  the  uiilitia-com|>anieaj  are  also  re- 
quired ta  maet  at  the  (jovernmeiit  Hou^e^ 
at  the  hour,  ami  for  the  piffpo.enl'uresaid. — 
1  expect  that  the  bofghersaqd  inhi^bitauts  of 
tliis  isiand  will  condtict  then>«elves  in  such  a 
maimer  as  to  deserve  my  piotection  and  fa- 
vour; and  1,  on  my.  part,  si*a1l  not  fail',  as  far 
as  IB  my  povtlir  lies,  to  promote  the  happi- 
ness and  welfare  of  thi;s  island,  and  its  inha- 
bitants ;  and  1  flatter  myself,  that  my  endoa- 
vonrs;  in  this  case,  will  be  crowned  with  the 
gracioas  eppr(Jbaiion  pf  my  So\ereign  j  and, 
1  hope,  to  the  sAlisfactionof  the  inhabitants 
of  this  island  and  its.  dependencies. — Given 
wader  my  hand,  on  board  his  Majeiity's  ship 
Arethn$a,  in  the  harbpbr  of  Curacoa,  this  5th 
^ay  ol*  Jati.  ISO/,     (Signed)  C.  Brisbane. 

Capture    of    AmKAOTKi-V.       From  the 
\L(>ndm   Gazette,  Doivning  Street,   May 

\  .  .A»4iipatclv  of  wbicli  tbe  inclosed  is  a 
co|>y,  :has  been  received  this  day  at  the  of^ 
fiqe  ci'  Viscount  Castlereagh,  one  of  his 
Majesty^  pi inci pal  Secretaries*  of  State,  frooi 
Ji(l^jt^r-Gt"neraf  Fraser,  dated  Alexandria, 
t\ie.l^lh  *;f  March,  18Q7,  addressed  to  the 
JltvHuu^  Wilha^n  Wjiniham :, 

Alexandria,  March  '^5,  1807*  , 
.  ^;^It  is  w4th  nivich  satisfaction  I  have 
'  tbe  fbpnour  to  inform  you,  that,  ip  the  af- 
ternpon  o(  tlie  20th  current,  the  town  and 
fortresses  of  Alexandria,  with  two  Turkish 
frigates  and  a  corvette,  surrendered  to  hi* 
Majcsity's  arras  by  capitulation )  and  that 
they  were  taken  possession  of  on  the  me- 
Kuorable  morning  of  the  21st,  by  the  troops 
under  ray  command. — You  are  already  ap- 
prised of  my  having  been  detached  on  this 
service,  with  a  bod)'  of  ti*oops  from  Mes- 
sina, by  bis  ExceUency  General  Fox,  under 
convoy  of  bis  Majest}''8  ship*  Tigre  and 
Apollo ;  and  the  Wizard  sloop  was  €ent  for- 
ward by  Captain  Hallowell,  to  get  intelli^ 
gence  from  Major  Misset,  whom  I  had 
been,,  by  my  instructions,  directed  to  con- 
sult as  tp  the  best  plan  of  operations  for 
ejecting  tbe  purposes  of  the  expedition.— 
I  have  now  to  acjuaint  you,  that  in  the 
flight  pf  th«  7ih  inst.  (the  day  after  we 
iaiJed>)  the  Apo|lo  frigate,  wiih  niiwtcen 
transports  out  of  tliirty  three,  which  con- 
veyed the^  trpops,'  parted  qompany,  and 
tb*>t  tlx9,^jber  fourteen,  with  the  Tigre, 
canae  ^q  fui^i^hor  to  I  he  westward  of  Aiex- 
aiulria,  j^n  Uie  l«(Jth.— -On  our  getting  near 
tbe  Jfi^d /w,^  jsaw  the  V/izard,  and  Captain 
FaJu)er  ip^i^cliately  brought  me  the  intelli- 
gence h<^  bad  received  tiom  Major  Mis.set, 
tugetlipr  .with  a  letter  fro 31  him,  .stating  that 
bj^,  j^  j^qt  G^Vfji^  i^  himidf«  thinking  his 


Capture  of  Alexanifh,  fglS- 

presence  in  Alexandria  absolutely  necessarjT 
to  counteract  il>e  intrigues  of  the  Freiich 
Consul,  who  was  fendeavoiiring  to  |)reYajl 
upon  tlie  Goveri>or  to  admit,  a  bpdyol'  Al- 
banians, from  Rosetta,  to  assist  in  Uie  d^ 
fenre  of  the  place. — He  earnestly  recora-* 
mended  me  to  bud  tlie  troqp^  rmme<}iately» 
as  the  inhabitants  were  well  affected  to-. 
wards  us,  and  that  he  had  sangviii>e. hopes, 
we  should  be  able  to  get  possess.on  of  it 
without  titing  a  shot; '  Btifore  I  detei;n>ined, 
however,  upon  this  measure,,  t  d^^nped  it 
prudent  to  acquaint  M^ot. Misset  with  the 
very  diminished  state  of  my  force,  and  I  • 
therefore  sent  iq  my,9i4:de7<j5ti)ip^  .Cap(mii 
A' Court,,  of  the  3"  1st  regifl?ent» .  wjth^^  ^04 
of  tiruce  to  him,  w^h  a  deu^}^  account ,% 
it,  and  at  tlie  «iameti(ue^»/a  i?;iftni^^  ^ft^h^ 
Governor  and  inhabitant?p>  (acfl||]y.ojr^bicb 
1  enclose,)  which  l)a4,not  tli^idesfred  eff^ct^t 
bu^  on  the  contrary^  treated  waib  copt^iupt;^ 
The  Major,  however,  :\%r  xf^\ft  ^rpngJu 
urged  uiy  imn^diafely  ^^ing;  ^\  r^ 
peating  that  w<?  should  not  WK^/ufit^  a;nj^ 
resistance^  and  that  my  doiijig  ^^  would  b^ 
the  ,oniy  nieaos  of  prev«i)tTng,tl{egarrisq^ 
6eiog  reiniorcQd  by  the  Aibaj^ia^^,  wl)0  k^ 
actually  beeHiSent/or,  flndnngl?^  beeitpect-i 
ed  in  the  coui^se  ot'  twenty- lburJ>ou^.-^ 
Theio  considerotions  )ed  me  to.folloif  bii^ 
advice,  and  accordingly  I  landedthat,  evening 
(the  17th)  as  many  troops  as  our  sq^ll  ujiiraT 
ber  of  boats  cogld  convey,  a  few. miles  ^ 
the  eastward  of  Marabout,  witliov^t  ^pjjosi^ 
tion,  though  I  could  only  takq  u^^  a  i)0;^r 
tion  for  th'i  night  j  as  bofore^he  next  I^d-* 
'  ing  could  be  eliecred,  such  ^  surf  li^4  ^i^ 
on  the  beach,  as  totally  to  pr^^yent^the  s^oni 
division  from  approaching  the  slipr^.r- Tli€^ 
next  morning,  howevei:,  w,it}>  infinite.diffi* 
cuJty  and  -ri^k  they  were  laift<Jed  j  \j^'X  find- 
ing my  situation  now,  fron^i  ihe  ipcreas^ 
huightot*  the  svirf  and  appe^radge  of  .Wi«j 
weather,  to  be  very ^  precarious, /bpth,  wi^lk 
respect  to  getting  provisions  or  5tQrj:>j  uu 
shore,  or  having  any  comir^unip^tions  -v^^lti^ 
the  transports,  X  determine^?  at:  ,a)J.  hapatds 
to  foFce  my  way  to  the\yesieri^,sidp,  'T^,ber© 
I  could  receive  supplies,  (tois^k  AJtiouJaif 
Bxy,  at  the  same  tii^ie,  re;^K>j3g  ,to  at-^ 
tempt  (pas-sing)  to  get  into-  the,  to)t'ii, 
even  with  the  sn)aU  force  I  Ji^4,.  auc^ 
push  my  way,  if  possible,  into  the  forta 
that  commanded  it,  a  -matter  I  Ijad  reason, 
to 'believe  from  Major  Misset  and  oilers, 
would  not  be  very  didicult  to  accompli^.— 
I  therefore  moved  forward  about  eight 
o'dbck  in  the  evenmg  of  the  18th,and  jn  our 
way  for  ed  a  p  llisadoed  inlrendiment  withu 
deep  ditch  in  front  of  it,  (ibat  ha4  ,bteii 
thrown  up  by  the  Turks,  as  a  defence  a^in*^ 
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the  Mamelukes  anJ  Arabs  on  the  western 
side)  stretching  from  Fort  des  Bains  to  I^ke 
Mareotis^  strengthened  by  3  batteries  moiint- 
ing  8  guns,  exclusive  of  Fort  des  Ba:ns  en 
its  light  flank,  mounting  thirie(  n  guns. — '— 
!Wiis  we  effected  with  very  little  loss,'thongh 
under  a  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry, 
and  proceeded  within  a  few  yards  of  Pom- 
pey's  Gate,  v  here  ^ye  found  the  garrison 
prepared  to  receive  us,  the  Gale  banicadoed, 
and  the  walls  lined  with  troops  and  armed 
inhabitants  :  this,  added  to  the  smallness  of 
my  force,  (not  exceeding  one  thousand  men 
of  all  descriptions,)  led  me  to  think  the  risk 
too  great,  and  I  determined  to  proceed  to 
the  Westward,  as  I  bad  originally  intended, 
mbere  I  arrived  in  the  morning  of  the  H)th, 
imd  took  up  my  position  on  the  ground  the 
British  troops  occupied  in  the  action  of  the 
21  st^  immediately  sending  detachments  to 
take  possession  of  Alionkir  Castle,  and  the 
Cut  between  the  1  akes  Maadie  and  Mareo- 
fis,  by  which  communication  the  reinforce- 
ment of  Albanians  was  expected  in  Alexan- 
dria 5  in  both  these  attempts  we  succeeded. 
—The  next  day^,  the  20tl),  I  sent  in  (by  a 
friendly  Arab  that  had  stolen  out  of  the 
town,  and  joined  us)  a  manifesto,  addressed 
(o  the  inhabitants,  warning  them  of  the  dan- 
ger of  implicating  friends  and  foes  in  the 
cv<  nt  of  taking  the-  place  by  assault,  and 
urging  them  to  force  the  governor  to  capitu- 
late. This  had  the  desired  effect,  a  flag  of 
truce  was  sent  out,  and  a  capitulation,  (of 
which  1  herewith  inclose  a  copy)  was  agreed 
to  and  signed. — iUlhough  this  service  has 
fortunately  not  been  of  long  duration ;  yet, 
from  the  scantiness  of  our  niiinbers,  and  the 
scarcity  of  all  sorts  of  supplies,  as  well  mili- 
tary stores  as  provisions,  (which  the  boister^ 
ons  state  of  the  weather  completely  prevent 
ed  our  receiving)  our  situation  was,  for  some 
time,  rather  Critical  j  and  I  am  happy  to 
have  it  in  my  power  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
patience  and  cheerfulness  with  which  the 
troops  bore  every  privation,  and  the  ardour 
and  spirit  they  shewed  in  the  attack  of  the 
enemy *s  works,  as  well  as  the  inclination  and 
wish  they  displayedto  have  stormed  the  place, 
had  I  deemed  that  step  adviseable.— To  Ma*^ 
jor-General  Wauchope,  the  hon.  Brigadier- 
General  Stuart,  and  Colonel  Oswald,  wlio 
landed  w  ih,  and  accompanied  roe,  I  feel 
myself  vnder  great  obligations,  for  their 
exertions  and  assistance  in  carrying  on  the 
service;  and  I  am  much  indebted  to  Lieut- 
General,  and  Captain  Green,  acting  as 
deputy    quarter-master    general,    for    the 


great  attention  and  zeal  shewn  by  them  in 
forwarding  and  executing  the  duties  of 
their  respective  departments ;  and  1  think  it 
but  justice  to  Captain  Pym,  and  to  the  of- 
ficers and  men  of  tlie  detachment  of  the 
Jloyal  Artillery,  that  was  with  me,  to  men- 
tion the  very  great  zeal  and  alacrity  which 
they  displayed  on  every  occasion,  which  I 
am  confident  would  have  been  equally  con- 
spicuous on  the  part  of  Captain  Burgoyne 
and  the  officers  of  the  enginceis,  had  cir- 
cumstances permitted  them  to  have  acted. — 
To  Captain  Hallowell,  and  tlie  officers  and 
seamen  of  his  Mr}est}*8  sh'pTigie,  I  canned 
sufficiently  express  my  acknowledgment* 
for  the  assistance  they  ctfbrdcd  me,  aiid  foe 
the  readiness  with  which  they  stood  forward 
on  all  occasions.  Captain  Hallowell  iparch^ 
ed  with  me  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy's  en- 
trenchments, and  to  the  very  gatesof  the  city  ^ 
and  remained  on  shore  until  the  place  surren- 
dered; from  his  advice  and  l^al  knowledge,  I 
derived  useful  infonuation  — Capt.  Wiiliers, 
of  the  royal  navy,  agent  of  transports,  is  aUo 
entitled  to  praise>  for  his  activity  in  laodinf^ 
the  troops,  and  for  tlie  exertions  he  after- 
wards made  for  supplying  them  with  provi- 
sions.— I  send  you  herewith  a  return  of  the 
killed*,  wounded,  and  missing,  together  with 
returns  of  prisoners  made,  and  of  the  pubJiti 
stores  of  different  descriptions  found  in  tho 
f.everal  batteries  and  magazines  — I  have  xlm 
honour  to  be,   &:c.     (Signed)     A.  M.  Frjl- 

SER,  Mjj.  Ocn. P.  S.  The  Apollo,  with 

the  nineteen  misiing  trauspons,  came  to  an** 
chor  in  Abuukir  Bay^  on  the  morning  of  thts 
20th,  and  Sir  J.  Duckwortlis  squadron  ai* 

rived  hei*e  on  the  22d. It   is  but  due  to 

Lieut.  Hunter,  and  a  small  detachment  of 
the  20th  light  dragoons,  who  were  landed 
without  their  horses  or  arms,  to  mention  the 
zeal  and  spirit  with  which  they  volunteered 
their  sen- ices,  and  carried  thi?  scaling  ladders^ 
on  the  night  of  the  18th. 

Articles  of  the  capitulation  for  the  surreit- 
der  of  the  city  of  Alexandra,  Said  Naba- 
med  Nairn  Etfendi  being  commissioned  by 
his  Excellency  Emen  Bey,  the  Governcr^ 
and  Ilagg  Maharact  Katto,  and  Sieg  Ibrt;-*, 
him,  Chieftain  of  the  people,  accomjKinitd 
by  Signer  Ant  on' o  Godard,  propose  lo  plai-e 
the  city  and  forts  in  the  possession  of  tho 
commanders  in  chief  of  the  landgnd  naval 
forces  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  his  Excels 
lency  Major  General  Frazer,  and  C^ptiia 
Hallowell,  upon  the  conditions  bert^iiitcr 
to  be  mentioned. 

To  be  ceniinued. 
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This  more  than  half  repays  whole  years  of  pain. 

Time,  health,  and /or/u«e  arc  not  spent  in  vain." Pope. 
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TOTHB 

jREE  AND  INDEPENDENT  ELECTORS 

OF   THE 
CITY   AND    LIBEUTIES    OF   WESTMINSTER. 

LETTER  XVIL 

Botley,  \gth  May,  IS07. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  prospect  of  success,  in 
the  present  struggle,  becomes,  day  after  day» 
more  promising ;  and,  seeing  the  lead  which 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  has,  by  your  good  sense 
and  public  spirit,  now  obtained  upon  the 
poll,  there  appears  to  be  little  doubt  of  his 
return  to  parliament,  to  that  assembly  which 
contained  no  man  to  raise  his  voice  against 
the  doubling  of  the  Income  Tax,  exempt- 
ing, at  the  same  time,  the  King's  Funded 
Property  from  the  operation  of  that  tax  j  no 
man  to  oppose  even  the  slightest  resistance 
to  the  adding  of  mony  thousands  a  year  to 
the  already  too  large  pensions  and  grants  of 
the  Royal  Family,  nor  to  the  introducing  of 
many  thousands  of  Hanoverian  troops. 

But,  Gentlemen,  in  proportion  as  your 
exertions  promise  ultimate  success,  you  must 
expect  to  see  increase  the  activity  and  ma- 
,  lice  of  corruption.  [  have,  indeed,  great 
confidence  in  your  zeal  and  perseverance  5 
but,  experience  has  taught  me,  that>  against 
such  a  system  of  corruption  as  you  have  to 
contend  with,  tostnigglewith  success  is  al- 
,  most  impossible.  Be,  therefoic,  I  beseech 
you,  vigiiant.  Let  no  man  of  you  say, 
•'  my  vote  is  not  wanted."  The  vote  of 
every  one  of  you  is  wanted  j  for,  the  vote  of 
every  man  of  you  will  add  to  the  weight  of 
the  decision.  Delays  are  always  dangerous ; 
and  especially  so  in  cases  like  this.  Let  no 
man,  therefore,  who  can  by  any  possibility 
vote  to-day,  put  off  voting  till  to-morrow. 
There  are  yet  thousands  of  you  to  vote  for 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  5  and  who,  that  has  a 
vote  to  give,  will  not  hereafter  be  ashamed  to 
make  an  excuse  for  having  neglected  to  give 
it?  Remembier,  that  you  are  almost  the  only 
body  of  electors  now  left  in  the  kingdom, 
who  have  really  the  power  of  electing  whom 
you  please.  With  you  almost  alone  it  re- 
mains to  speak  the  real  sense  of  the  people 
of  England.  The  king  has  ordered  his  com- 
missioners to  tell  us,  that  he  has  disaolved 
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the  parliament  in  order  to  *' recur  to  the 
sense  of  his  people.^  That  sense.  Gentle- 
men, you  almost  alone  have  it  in  your  power 
to  express^  and,  therefore,  through  your 
lips,  let  the  king  hear  it,  and  tliat  too  in  an 
audible  voice. 

As,  in  all  such  cases,  Gentlemen,  corrup- 
tion has  had  recourse  to  calumny.  Let  there 
appear  a  man,  no  matter  how  spotless  his 
life,  who  is  the  enemy  of  corruption,  and  in- 
stantly all  the  agents  of  corruDtiod,  like  a 
nest*  of  serpents,  each  with  his  poifonous 
sting,  and  with  a  hiss  unanimous,  dart  forth 
against  him.  Thus,  though  of  opposite  fac- 
tions, you  now  see  the  Morning  ChronicU 
and  the  Courier,  the  Oracle  and  the  Morn* 
ing  Post,  the  Times  and  the  Sun,  all  joining 
to  calumniate  and  vilify  the  object-  of  your 
suffrages.  AU  the  refuted  falsehoods  of 
1803  have  been  re-asserted  with  as  mucK 
confidence  as  if  they  had  been  admitted 
truths.  Sir  Fradcts  BurdsCt  is  cal.'.d  •*  ih» 
associate  of  O'Connor  ;^*  and  this  is  set  down 
as  a  crime  to  his  account  by  those  very  men 
who  vindicated  O'Connor  at  the  time  of  his 
trial  at  Maidstone,  and  who  even  now  eulo- 
gize the  late  ministers,  raauyof  whom  jtror* 
that  they  had  long  been  associates  with 
O'Connor,  and  that  they  thought  his  princi- 
ples were  precisely  the  same  9s  their  own. 
Til  is  was  sworn  by  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  by 
the  late  Lord  Chancellor,  Erskine,  by  Mr. 
Fox,  Mr.  Grey,  I  believe,  and  certainly  by 
Mr.  Sheridan,  who  is  now  a  candidate  for 
your  votes,  and  who  is  strenuously  recom- 
mended by  those  very  writers  who  impute  to 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  as  a  crime,  that  he  wat 
acquainted  with  O'Connor !  Mr.  Sheridan, 
as  well  as  almost  all  the  rest  of  those  "  asso- 
ciates'* of  O'Connor,  was  old  enough  to  be 
the  fatlier  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett.  Yer,  the/ 
are  all  of  the  king's  privy  coxuicil,  while,  10 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  an  acquaintance  with 
O'Connor  is  to  be  imputed  as  a  crime  never 

to  be  washed    away  ! Aiwther    charge 

against  him  is.  that  he  was  **  the  associate 
of  the /rai/or  Despard;"  and  the  inference 
left  to  be  drawn  is  as  evident  as  it  is  malig- 
nant. The  fact  is.  that  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
knew  no  more  of  Despard,  tdnn  that  hew»» 
an  Englislmian,  confined  in  a  loathsome  pri- 
son, wiibuut  any  charge  publicly  cxJiibited 
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against  him,  and  without  being  brought  to 
trial,  but  released,  at  hst,  in 'consequence 
of  the  law  of  Habeas  Corpus  being  restorM 
to  praciice.    The  niis^iable  mau,  thuH  bcrolt 
r*f  the  means  of  sui)p»)rt,  and  liuown  npon 
t  3  charity  of  a  world  b«t  too  apt  to  seek  rfn' 
cmCuse  in  aocii8arU»i>s  against  tliose  who  ^im- 
pjore  its  aid,  appealed,  through  blswtfe,  I 
bbiiieveiit  wan,  to  tiie  compassion  oi*  him  who 
jmA  shpwji  ctjnipaiiSion  upon  him  while  he 
\taiL  .  in    pri-^on  ;     and,    by    that   appeal 
t^t;<iQ<:*d»   I    believe,    some    relief.       But, 
39    to   aa/umntahtes/iii^t    Honp,*I   an>  as- 
sured, c^er  eatiited    between   him   and  Sir 
F^^nois    IVtrdott ;    hnd,  as    to  the   atiser- 
lil)i\,    which  Ucas  made  at  the   time,    that 
*^  li^.'ti'as  sirn  walking  arm  in  arm  wrtb  Sir 
''/Francis,  in  thci  kCby  of  tli&  House  of 
*J  fConnnon*,   ou  the  evening    before  lie 
«t  >:a?i  tak«.ri.upv''  i  woidd  first  ask  these 
vile  V^dunii^iaiors,  wisetber,  suppo«iing  the 
fact.  Oo:be  (rue,  it  wouM  not  amount  to  al'- 
most  ;|WXMif,  ihal:  tlicce  was  nothing  crimi- 
imLin  tbeit  minds,  as.  known  to  each  other. 
.B\t,  the  fact  is  thk*  5  ibfit,'o»  the  evening 
•tfened  to.  Sir  Francis  Bardett  was  going 
ifito  the  House  witk  aftolker  member,  when, 
in  the  presence  of  from  thirty  to  fx>rty  per- 
son?, De^j/ard,  who  made  one  of  the  as- 
•emblage   in  tiie  lobby,    came  up   to  Sir 
Francis,  with  a  letter   in  his  hand,  which 
.he  asked  hiui  to  frank.     Having  done  this, 
nt  a  little  desk  which   is    fixed  np  f.»r  the 
jMirpose  close  by  the  door  of  iheiloiKse, 
.   Sir  Francis    imraediately  left   him.     V'/ri* 
Vtas  jiie  way  in  which  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
*'  :i4usseeii''   with  43espaixl j  this  was  the 
circumsiance  lliat  was  tortured  intA  a  pre- 
RumpMve  proof  of  his  l^eing,   in  some  way 
cr.nibsr,  an  fissociate  in  the  guilt  of  t!)KS 
wrfortQnatB   mail!  It   is  £ov  you,   Gontle- 
,iuen,  to  make,  by  your  voice  of  approbation, 
loudly,  and  clenrly  expressed,  atonement  for  ■ 
this  cruel  injnsiice  towards  Sir  Fnincis  Bur- 
cltjtt.— ^'i'he  Tiiipd  Clwrgc  (for  the  three 
are  always  SI  rung  to^etiier)  is,  tljat»  when, 
iu    IbGS,    a  county- nieeting  was  called  to 
resolve  ttpqn   something  abont  what   was 
called  the  Defence  itf  tht  Country ^  Sir  ^ran- 
■  ris   Burdett  told  the  people,    that    '•   the 
<*  .Ciiujitri/  i(ras  not  worth  defemkn^,"*    1  his 
\^  nor  oniy  a  direct,  but  a  wilful  falsehood. 
Sir  F.  aiicis,  upon  tl>e  occasion  referred  to, 
&a»  i.  "  thut  it  was  the  good  old  custoqi  to 
'**   n)nke  \he.  Redress . of  Urievanves  ^reCtd^Qr 
*  •*  t  he  d'^mand  of  Swrifici'sf^pm  the  t^e^:^e  5 
'  •*  iind  iiKit^  as    to  tli;i  nie«ns  of  defending 
*•  the  <:<niotry,  lie   thought  the  mo^t  likely 
'*  way  to  defend  it  strcvirti^.   wns,  to  begki 
"  hy  retbnnltgftbmdajjijof  Effectually  pre- 
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or 


bli^C:Eponey,  by 


"  lessening,  if  possible,  the  burden  of  tax- 
"  niion,  and  ti^t^hy  convifk^^'^fefPple^ 
■'"  that  thtnf  h^  ttvodntfii  ui^rtk  dfj^^d- 
/<  ifigr  This  I  alKo  huve  ink!  r^K^dtedly. 
'This  i  say  now.  T  his  who  diH?s  ikW  sa>*? 
Tla*  HflWs  tnt?irepfesefitatibho^iginatt\l  in  fhc 
^fo^7h19;  Petet.  then  the  pr*r>|/e!ijr.  of  Mr. 
;Ii?ttiel  Sponrt,'  who  i»  still  keeping  it  «p  \a 
1ms  present ^  l^^ipe^  the  Courier.  -  At  tb^ 
time,  fhougii  s^ill  it  gobd  deal  miMed  as  to 
Sir  Francis  Jiurdett,  i  detected  and  expend 
the  malice  and  iifjusiirc  o!**  this  represeniji* 
tion,  wbidi  xras  reprobate  by  nv  »,  rn  ge- 
neral, of  all  pt^'rtie^'5  and  I  cdidd  Wame  ai 
mnny  as  five  or  six  members  of  p.ifliament, 
and  those,  too,  men  of  some  repute  for 
moral  as  well  as  political- rectrtude,  who 
spoke  to  me  with  abhorrence  of  that  Verjr 
falsehood,  which  the^  venal  slave*  of  botft 
factions  are  now  endeavouring  to  pass  it\yon 
yon  for  an  undeniable  and  eveii  an  ackiit|M'- 
ledged  truth  I 

To  be  hated,  raisrepreser>ted,  an4  vHi- 
fied  by  all  rhose,  who,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  prey  npoi^  tlie  public,  always  fae« 
l)ecn,  aiKl  always  will  be,>the  lotof^ery 
man,  who  endeavours-  to  guard  the  public 
against  Its  Plunderers ;  and,  as  .tiie4r  ho&U* 
lily  is  naturally  proportioned  to  their  fears  of 
detection  and  punishieent,  whidi  fears 
again  are  proportioned  to  his  talents  and  in- 
tegril)',  it  w<aild  be  strange  indeed,  if, 
n)H)n  the  list  of  thase  wlio  are-  enlitled  to 
their  mortai  malice,  the  Plunderers  did  not 
give  the  very  first  place  to  Sir  Franci^^Bur- 
ilett  Of  others,  here  and  there,  t:nd  now 
and  then,  they  discover  their  hatred  ;  but, 
pf  him  at  all  times  and  in  all  seaijons  ^  for 
though  the  factions  are  sometimes  so  deeply 
engaged  in  vilifying  one  mtother,^  aud  would 
seeip, .  indeed,  tQ  hav^-es^hausted  upon  each 
other  all  the  terms  of  reproj^cli  5  ycU  no 
sooner  does  the  id^a  of  hU  efforts  and  views 
come  athwHfft  their  minds, 'than  instantly , 
laying  a.sldc  their  mutual  actnisarrohs  ithdTe* 
proachL«!,  tliey^  like  tlie  .sftnr.bWing  Rdbbt^fs 
in  the  Romance,  setn[Km  him  as  tfeeirtom* 
mon  and  implacable enem}^       ^'    *     ' 

To  cherihli  those  wlion»  yo»ir  no^rtiftl  tnlfts* 
my  fears,  and  hates  beci?ijuf*e  lie  feafs,  *is,'fti 
geneml,  a  tolerably  good  rule  of'  ac^oift^l 
Had  you,  iI>erefore,  no  other  pitoof  of  9hr 
Fwncis  Bnrdett's  merit,  !b*V  tbbt  the  Pltfn*- 
derers,  from  tlie  verj*  biggest  }ik  Ibe^vety 
, least,  hate  him  more  than  they  hatii'  ady- 
01  bar  man^  atid  all  other  liiefn;  iWs  ^Hh 
would  l>e«  sitffieient  indu^nknt  for  y^%o^ 
to  exett  yourselves,  tHrt  eHilti  to  relnr»r'Khto 
,  to  partiafwent,  but  to^retiiHi^ftAii^by  ^  -  ttrt- 
I  e^ampledlnajorityj  a«$l'lh<^1rtQSli^w)Jf>ur 
detestation  of  PoHttcal  O61  ro^ioA  addrbf  ^t 
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]i^de-spreacltng  Public  Plunder,  which  is^  it« 
inseparable  attendant  SuD«r  90  one  tp 
disoiay  you  with  the  question  Q^  '*  what 
can  (M€  man  do  in.  parliaraent  ?"  Be' 
ginnings,  in  pohtics  ua  ia  numeration, 
muH  alwaf 8  be  by  one.  There  jEOUst  be  01?^, 
befoce  there  can  be  many,  and,  in  tracing 
any  event,  whatever  it  may  be,  ^o  its  source, 
you  will  always  find  that  source  in  the  mind 
of  qs»  person.  For  my  part,  I  anticipate 
the  mo-st  importapt  Coiistitutipnal  Reforms 
from  the  election  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  es- 
p^ially  if  you  do  your  duty  in  sending  him 
to  parliament  by  such  a  majority  as  yqu 
are  able  to.  give  him  |  and  I  aga'ui  call  upon 
you,  to  reflect,  each  man  of  )'Du  in  his  own 
mind,  on  the  mortification,  on  thq  shame, 
which  BHist  hereafter  be  felt  byeveryman,who, 
when  he  listens  to  the  praises  bestowed  upon 
thos§  who  elected  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  sliall 
say  to  himself :  "I  was  an  Elector  of  West- 
*'  miaster,  and  no  part  of  those  praises  bc- 
**  long  to  me  !'*  Such  a  man,  instead  of 
<4aJmjog  his  shar^  of  tlie  great  honour  due 
to  the  City,  must  see,  in  that  honour,  his 
own  personal  disgrace. 
I  am« 

Gentlemen^ 

Your  faithful  friend, 
and  obedient  Servant, 
Wm.  COBBJKTT. 


TO    THE 

FREE  AND  lNDE?]iNDENT  ELECTORS 

OF  THE 
CITY  AND  LIBERTIES  OF  WESTMIKSTEK. 

LETTER  XVJII. 

Botley,  20th  M&y,  180?. 
Gentlemen, 

.  In  the  sixteenth  letter,  which 
I  didm^jTself  the  honour  to  address  to  you,  X 
pc8dicte4»  that  you  would  soon  see  evidences 
of  a  rec^val  oi  the  unjust  prejudices,  against 
Sir  Francis  Burdett  j  and,. it  now  appears, 
thajt  the  work  of  conversion  has  already 
xnade  coaaiderable  progress  >  for„  I  fiiKl  a 
meeting  of  Mr*  Sheridan^s  friends,  he  him- 
self being  present,  and  Major  Downs,  his 
Lieutenant,  being  one  of  the  leaders,  de- 
ckling, in  the  most  distinct  and  public  man- 
ner, tSat  ^ir  Francis  Burdett  and  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan are  the  fittest  persons  to  represent  you  in 
porliament  j  and,  I  find  Mr.  Sheridan  de- 
claring* at  the  Hustings,  on  the  J8tb  in- 
stant, that,  if  that ''  great  and  virtuous  man, 
'*.  Mr.  Fox  were  now  alive.  Sir  Francis 
'*  Burdett  is  the  manr  tvliftm,  before  all 
'*  other  men,  ha  would  recommend  to  your 


"  choice**    Tkisiswell.     Buti  Gentlemen, 
we  may  now,  surely,  address  ouTselvcs  to  the 
still -prejudiced  opponents   of    Sif    Franci? 
3urdstt,  and  put  it  to  their  good  sense,  what 
must  have  beeu  the  motive  whence  this  same 
Sir  Francis.  JBurdett  was  so  vilified  by  ihcJ 
Whigs,  during  the  last  election  ?  Of   tlj^ 
premeditated,  the  crafty,  the  cold-blood^ 
attack  of  Mr.  Whitbread,  in  a  letter  U>  Sir 
Francit,  reserved,  like  die  loaded  pistol  of  a 
secret  jfoe^  to  be  let  off  at  a  moment  when 
the  assailed  party  was  well  known  not  ta 
have  a  moment's  time  to  prepare  for  resist-^ 
ance  |.  of  this  attack,  and  of  it«  evident  ob- 
ject, you  need  not  be  reminded,  it  betngy  t 
trust,  go  imprinted  upon  your  memories  a§ 
never  to  be  effaced.     Nor  need  I  scarcely 
remind  you,  that^  at  their  sevend  (d'mnern 
and  carousals,  the  frrends  of  Mr^  Sheridan, 
especially  Lord  William  Rusaeii  and  Peter ^ 
Moore,  chose,  as  a  standrng  subject  of  their-r 
abuse,  the  political  conduct  and  pr'moipieS' of  x 
Sir  Francis  Burdett    Nay,  \m  the'  olectionri 
bills,  issued  from  their  cooimtf tee>  )roa '  read^ 
"  Paull^BuoHopartCf  Burdett,,.sn^ishi>jiyml^ 
"for  ever!"  Yet,    GentlewasBi;  by- .<he«i 
perj^ons,  or,at,least,  by  their  principal^  Uhaa 
now  been  discovered,  tlKit>^'ff  Mr.  F6t  had- 
been  alive,  he  would  have  recommended  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  as  the,  fittest  man  in  the 
worfd  to  represent  you  4q  parliament  { 

But,  Gentlemen,   I  comfide-  ih  ygov  dis-* 
cerument  for  the  defeating^  of  the ^  obrioiia 
purpose  of  this  new  language  on  their  part. 
Be  assut-ed,  that,  at  the.  bottom  «f  tl>dr 
hearts,  they  Ad/e Sir. Francis  Burdett. as  cor- 
dially as  'before;  and  that  tlieir  object,  in  ^ 
these  praises x)£ him,  is,  not,  perhaps,-  to  ob^-' 
tain  a  seat  for  Mr.  Sheridan,  or  rather  for  > 
his  son,  at  this  time,  but  §0.  to  •worm  tbem^- 
selves  back  into  your  good  opinion,  as  to  so«- 
curc  a  chance  of  success  at  Westminstet^ : 
upon  some  future  occasion,  and  which  occa'*  • 
sion,  being  nice  calcuktora  in  such  ^na^ters^ 
they  suppose  to  be,  in  all  probabllhy,  at  00. 
very  great  distance.     I  beg  you  to  oi)den'e, 
with  what  assurance}  increasing  day  after 
day,  they  now  obtrude  themselves  upon  your 
indulgence.    Mr.  Sheridan,  like  a  rat  lately 
escaped  to  hit  hole,  first  peeps  out  with  the 
greatest  apparent    modesty  and  diffidence. 
Your  forbearance  emboldens  him,  till,  at  the 
end  of  the  tenth  day,  he  has  the  hardihood  to 
tdl  you,  that,  if  you  choose  him,  those  who 
have  given*  hira  the  seat  which  he  has  al- 
ready secured,  have  given  him  leave  to  travs-^ 
Jer  that  seat  to  his  son  t  And  thus.  Gentle- 
men, you,  who  are  making  such  laudable 
exertions  to  tear  up  corruption  by  its  very* 
roots,  are,  to  your  face,  solicited  to  aid* id' 
the  supporting  of  tlut  very  corruption  1  Antf, 
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\h  whose  behalf  is  this  solicitation  made  ? 
V^^  ia  behalf  of  the  Younger  Sbei^n, 
one  of  the  '*  juvenJiJe  ari&locracy/*  who  led 
tU^,  l^ludgiepn-men  at  the  last  election;  the 
hi\t  and^ope  of  the  royal  house  of  Sheridan, 
who,  at  the  time  thac  ke  was  labouring  to 
stifle^ jgQur  yoices  jn  Wekmiaster>  wa*  «aas- 
ter-master«>general  of  Ireland^  at  a  salary  of 
3,000  pounds  a  -yeaf;  and  who  was,  at  the 
sa!^  tijne^^  a  captlQu  ia  a  regiment  serving 
abroad,  receiving  full  pay  in  tJut  eapacity 
ako.  Aixl,  Gtfndecnen,:  this  is  the  man,  a 
man  vhoi  in  netarn  fbr  the  thpiwanda  of  Cho 
pi^h&ic  xncney  wliith  he? has  received,  has 
nenrer  reodefed:  one  mdnienl*»  service  to  the 
country,  asd  whdv  has*  distinguLshed  hiihself 
opiyiaq  -mot  enemy  to  your  Hberdes ;  this  in 
the  min/  fbr  .wlaose.sidce,  nay>  to  pbce  whom 
in^^i^tinmt;  td  pbds  Mrhom  upon  the  same 
bfBOb  Vitihl  Sic  Frafiotf  Burdett^  yon.  are 
ofiM^selieited'  to  give  your  ceurteaance 
an#Bttpporti»o  t^  ommptionf^of  the  Borough 
tjriteal,:  .ibMbojCQvniptions  to  wiiich  the 
country  owes  all  the  miseciet  noider  which  it 
iHMT  hdoothsK-Jbi'  inadt  soiprpss,  way  thing 
tdeodteoiptaoDS'^f  men's  uBderattnding, 
bu  nev^v  :tiMt  i  recdlcct; ;  befMce  reached' 
mytJoioHktledge^.aQd,  na  meh,  yt)n  will,  I. 
t^st;  consid^iand^resent  it      - 

Havingt  ^a;- 1  'think,  ynol  now  havie,  hf 
youir  admiraUe  piiblic-sptn(>-  secured  the 
retttmjy^^irFf^EtticisJ^iin^Qtt,  itroobdnailoi: 
yoi>4o  comideK, .  to  whioli  of-  the  other  thiise 
caiMUdat«&  ,(Mn  Rh^  laving  withdrawn) 
yimougfaltrtofife.'thtf  pDeferenoe.  And  here, 
Qentlffiaeien,\as  lo  eHTOthttf  caaea^  look  to  yoor 
pmctpief^^M  your  rgntdfc  Those  priociples 
ai^j  fia»t;ithafc.  the  co6stitution>  pforticularly 
0s  ta  the  ^reptfss^iHatiofa  io  the  Hoese  of 
CoiiUBaBt,)Ou^<  Cotbe  jpeedthr  restored, 
fii|d>  ofeouct^,^^  (as  (he  act jot  settlement 
ni^ovubd),  ne.f&we^ffKui  er  pensbmer  should 
naveateafinitJiatifyKsti  tod^,  that  there 
tMight  td'b^aet.oti'fi^ot  aiftgid  ioqtiicy  into 
abuses  .in  (die  expcoditttre  olthe  public  mo* 
Biey^wtth'aiixed<letecroiuaAiDtti  en  the  part 
of  tbeb  par liaipebt,  to  expose  and  punish  pe« 
Bulatoivft  oi  every  raok  ^and, degree.  These 
sve  tbe  great  principles  which  you  are  now 
prodaimiDg  as  yours  by  yQor  votes ;  and, 
tberefere,  the  qnestion  for  yoif  to  put  tu 
yonrsehes,  is  siajply  this,  ''  which  of  these 
•^.  three  candidate*  is  ino^t  likely  ta  contri- 
*'  bote  tow^ds  bringiittg  ihisse .  principles 
*^  into,  practice ]['•  Mr,  £)liot  is  notorieasly 
supported  by  those^  who  WQ(dd,  iigoratively 
spcakingi  atifie  yotir  pdtici^e^i  .and  who>. 
were  not  your  labour  neoessaty  ta  the.aqp*' 
port<^5theiridletiessiwouldliteri;UyS)ti6eyoi)f 
voices;  Ihe  choice^  tl>ea;  lieff  .between  Mr. 
l5beA^i<laD  .and  LoodCochrane^  'Tbetbrmer 


is  not  only  the  avowed  supporter  of  the  doc- 
tHne,'  ^at  place-men  and  pensioners  oQght* 
to  be  in  the  Hpuse  of  Commons,  bnt  it, 
even  at  this  moment,  a  sinecure  piacc-man' 
himself,  ^^^>  ^^  "^^^  ^'^^  lately  was  <tfie, 
would  have  been  one  still,  ,  had  th^  not 
thought,  that,  as  a  pernanent  thing,  achaoc^ 
with  the. OUT  faction  was  beuer  than  n* 
pjace  with  the  IN  faction*  That  Mr.  Sher^ 
dan  possesses  rare  talents  is  a  truth  that  can- 
not and  need  not,  be  denied  j  but,  Gkintle- 
nM:n,  in  all  the  discoveries  relating  to  pecula- 
tors, have  tho*e  talents  been  once  exerted  ? 
No  i  not  that  I  recollect,  at  any  rate ;  and, 
indeed,  who  can  expect,  from  a  seeker  after 
place,  any  exertio«iB  in  such  cases  ?  The  two 
factions  hate  one  another.  But,  their  hatred 
iathe  hatred  of  rivals.  The  object  of  their 
pursuit  is  the  same  i  and  the  very  sa^e  is 
their  principle  of  action  ;  never,  therefore, 
expect  from  any  mau,  who  belongs  to  either 
of  .the  factions,  that  Ij^  will  act  as  the  faith- 
ful guardian  of  the  liberties  and  properties 
ot.thi. people,  upon  whom  both  factions  .seek 
for  the  privilege  of  preying  with  iropuniij,. 
in  Qo^  way  or  another.  Let  the  place-men 
and  pensioners,  while  they  are  sudered  tf> 
enter  the  House  of  Common*,  come  froxu 
the  rotten,  boroughs;  but,  let.no  body  of 
really  free  men^  ^nd,  above  all,  let  not  thp 
free  and  independent  Electors  of  Westminster 
disgrace  thenoiselves  ^y  the  choosing  of  a 
plac^-man,  or  the  advocate  for  the  sending 
of  place-men  and  pensioners  to  that  House, 
This,  you  will  bear  in  , mind,  was  the  great 
point  upon  which  Shr  Francis  Burdett  was 
attacked  by  Mr,  Whitbread  j  and,  for  you 
to  choose  a  placer  man,  or  an  advocate  for 
the  place  and  pension  i^stetip,  as  a  cblleagtie 
for  Sir  Francis  jSurdet^  u;ould  be,  at  once, 
to  nullify  j-our  own  yoiqe  as,  to  all.  purposes., 
except  that  of  insulting  him,  who,  wuh  a 
slight  alteration  in  hi3  vi^ords,  niade  us^  pf  at 
Brentford,  would,  dowbtless,  exclaim:  "yQU 
**  have  chosen  the  Mapagcr.oi  Brury  X^e 
"  Theatre,  and  for  what  ^rvices  tfe  devi^ 
".  only  knows  T*  -r—  As,  to  Lord  .Cpcbrai^., 
you  object,  and  so  do  Ij,  that  lie  is  an  o^Bcei^ 
in  the  navy;  and,,  therefore,  notwiilwtand'^ 
ing  his  explanatioa  about  a  icourt-martial 
being.necessar}'  to  cashiering,  iie  must  be^ 
ras  long  as  he  continues  in.  that  professiot^ 
in.  a  great  measure,  at  tte  .,nier(7. 4u]f  the. 
crown  5.^  which  nun||,.))e  .iwldied  the.^seJf- 
evident  truth,  that,  whij^^e  isi  at  ,se»^  ha' 
cannot  be  in  the  House  o|  Coromous,  .But^ 
this  objection,  though  weigbtyjin'  itself,  i« 

i  trifling  compared  with  t^e  objection  against 
him,  who  is  the  advocji/e  for  place- men  and 

!  penwoWeti  Wilfe  Inili^  House  of  Common.'?, 
u4v»  is  41  MttebtiiN  ^i^ld^-man  himself,  who  is 

•     .1  -;.  -/)  kW 
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aad  who  h,  and  muit  ever  be,  direcdy  op 
p<>*ed  to  the  very  pHndple,  to  restore  which 
to  practice  is  the  great  object  which  has  now 
caiJed  for  your  exemplary  endeavours.  When 
«6roe  rtot'ron  for  restoring  to  you  the  Wei- 
smgsof  the  coiwtitufTon  shall  be  made.  Lord 
Cochrane  may,  possibly,  be  at  sea;  but,  he 
>vi)J  not,  as  Mr.  Sheridan  Would  be,  present 
togfve  his  vote  against  thit  restoration.  But, 
he  may  bp  present,  and,  then,  you  hate  his 
unequivocal  pledge,  that  he  will  vote  for  such 
a  reform  asslwH  banish  place-men  iind  pen- 
sioners  from  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
his  pledge,  not  less  unequivocal,  that  he 
will,  to  the  utmost  of  his  power,  support 
every  motion  for  the  exposure  and  punish- 
ment of  a  waste  of  the  public  money.     So 
many  have  deceived  you  with  pledges,  that 
you  may  be  wdl  excused;  if  you  are  not  iii 
haste  to  confide  in  them  5  but,  I  heard  Lord 
Cochrane,  voluntarily  declare,  fn  the  mostun- 
equivbcal  manner,  at  Honiton,  that  he  never 
would,  as'long  as  he  lived,  ask  for,  or  accept, 
any  emolument  whatever  out  of  the  public 
money,  except  in  the  regular  line  of  his  na- 
val profession,  and,  that  this  promise  ^ould 
extend  to  all  those,  relations  or  othef  s,  who 
might,  in  anywise,  be  dependei^t  upon  him 
for  support.    The  sanie  protaise  he  h^d  now 
made,  in  the  like  voluntary  manner,  to  you  j 
and,  my  firm  belief  is,  tnat  he  will  scrupu- 
lously adhere  to  his  word.    But,  Gentlemen, 
at  the  very  least.  Lord  Cochrane  has  the  me- 
rit openly  to  have  proclaimed,  as  his  own, 
the  jgteat  principle,  for  which  Sir  FVstncis 
Burdett  has  so  long  contended,  and  which 
you  will  now,  f  trust,  stamp  as  the  principle 
#f  the  independent  people  of  England ;  and, 
€^setve,  too,  that,  amongst  all  the  nume- . 
rbus  election  addresses  that  you  have  seen, 
his  Is, the  oniy  one,  except  that  of  your  own 
cbttimittee,  in  which  this  principle  is  dis- 
tinctly avowed.    Convinced,  as  1  am,  there- 
fore, that  ft  is  givhig'  effect  to  this  principle 
•wbic^ '  alone  can  tend  to  the  restoration  of 
the  cotistitbtion,  and  (hereby  insure  the  safe- 
ty^ ot  the  throne  as  limited  hj  law,  and  the 
emoyhient  of  those   rights    and  liberties, 
■wntch  weVe  obtained  by  the  wisdom  and  the 
^-alour  bf  ^itF  forrta thers,  I  cannot  help  cx- 
prei^ng^iiteflrnest!^ppe,lhat,  of  the  three 
cart4idale$,  Tord'  Cochrane  will  be,  by  you, 
fJecifledly  prefiinrrtd;  • 

'-  '    '"rr^miai^,  '■  .'>-•<• 

'\^'i  •'.:'-  ;\wiut^nien,, 
:-;    .,  .)  i, .YourJaithfjaJfri^,^.,, 

Wm,  CoMiTT. 


Aif 


TO  TH^E  '  r     r»     -  1 

FhEE  ANfif  IXDfpPENbENt  eLtCTblfe ' 

Cirf'Al«DLIBlElThesOFWES'r44tl#Srtji:       > 

•  .:"  .  LETTfiaax., ,  ""\\  ;; 

The  inteiligeBCfe,  brought  me  by  this  day'^' 
post,  induoes  me  td  addnes»  this  one  morarT 
letter  to  you,  with  the  biJpc  that  it  T«Mly. 
reach  you  before  the  close  of  the  pdi  j  ibr^. 
if  I  should  be.  the  meam  of.  setting  only ;  a 
single  mao.of  you  right,  uppmany  one  poinSt, 
with  respect  to  which,  that  ittian  may  to  in'  * 
error,  I  am  wtisfied  thai  I 'sbaH  tiite^y: 
render  much;  mono  jervict  to'tbeii^ountryi 
ihan  will  ever  be  rendered 'bjr  the.. eacp^kdi^^ 
ture  of  all  those  millions  ^  ottmcavng^e 
which,  apparently,  arctaiMrtotr^nt^tDtht' 
continetu  of  Em-ope;    '  ^      f         >.     ,  u  . 

I  do  not  BUpiiase,  tliat  many  <]£<yod  vm' 
likely  to  be  at  all  misted  by  thespeedbea  ofi 
Mr,  Sheridan  j  but;  thera  am  tome jnivti  vH 
them»  which  have  not  yet  beoi^^flfoiebtlyrf 
commented  upon  by -me;  aiid;:tboagb^[i> 
have  already  ipoken  (in  my  letter  of  yester- 
day)  of  his  new  languid  respecti^  Sir 
Francis Bttodett,  1  caMotrefrain  fromr aayi ( 
ing  a  few  Words  more  open  thdt^ubjocti'M-Ja/ 
his  speech  of  the  t^th  M»tant;te,  a»it.wiiaej 
incidehtally,  but  not  withbot  a  premeditatecfr 
design,  introduced  the  nonie  of  d/n.  Bopniit^ 
well  known  to  havesdWays  been  onerof  jihote^ 
most  esteemed    by    Sir  Fuanm:  Bnnbttv- 
and,  this  gentleman  be  called  ♦*  .oafii)/  thep. 
"  hmestM  attdiest'piifhis^ikeeo&miry,"^^ 
acbflffacter  «hicb.Mr.>  Bosviiki'ioeitaiifly. 
merits,   and  which   ke^  seca!!r^ly  p^osfisied^ 
without  this  eitorted  tribute  ons  the  part  rf. 
Mr.  Sheridan,    But,  Gentlemen,  this  niafto 
ter^fitroke  of  flattery  f  this' ^cowlilhnaDtr  16; 
Sir  Francis  Burdett,  conrqfed  in  piaiic&'of  his 
most  vahied  friead^,  will  tiot^  I  trqst^  lor 
one  moment^  deceive  you,  for  theaoieopur-«> 
pose  of  securing  whose  votas^  at  anotbcv,  >i£ 
not  at  tbis'election,  all  these  new  proftti^onsj 
of  respect  are  manifestly  tnade.    Nevcwhai-* 
le$8>  these  professions*  however  inrincere, 
are  vaiuable,  inasmuch  as  they  are  indica- 
tions of  what  Mr.  Sheridah*  at  least,  consi- 
ders as  the  growing  «entrbenc  of  the  public, 
with  regard  to  the  prmorplas  atidcthb  cbarsc<» 
t^r  of  SirFiwicia  Butdeit.  ^  He.^:l  us,..toa^ 
thflt^M^.  Brmrui,' Gn%o€  the  qnne^nbers  fvr 
Hertf<ifdshiire«  is  bpon  the  Kst'  ot'yrOuir  <»Db«: 
sorfi^flott:  '  'Mr^.  •Bi'arid'K^nadie  his  no'.po* 
(^Mt^^ixi  in  it;  :buiv^hOe',as  im  ^nddwidtul, 
he  h^s  hu  share  of  merit,  his  connection 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


c)3 ij  POLITICAL  REGISTER  —LeUer  to  the 

viih  thfi:  Wbig^  D>iTiii.try.,i  jcc^ipj.^dl  with. this 
act,  iUia4&<^  8.|0)w3l)iiy,^g.ofl.prOQf,of  the 
in^jce^rty-oi  theiW^iigs,  wiicv  to  a  roi*M»  at 
the  I'Wt  tiegtipua  iov  Sjliddlcs^x  ;:s  well  as 
Wt^xrtaJuHtec^.repr^sfijated  Sir  Frijucis  Hur- 
dett  fli  .pesUig^-r^v^'ifyfVhi^i^  short,  of, ^  4o>ya- 
tight  .tmtor,  .«i)ii.d.«,as-  aifwiug,  at. the  ycty 
lt;a«t^:,to  ov'<:^riHini  tht5,kiu^;ly  ^overmxient  of 
Ejlgt$4nU.-^uile(nen,.4iU  orfences  against 
.oiu-icilv««  ar«  to  be-  for^iveii,  the  coon^ent. 
?mi3'«cxqpyihip«4  •<^f  the  contrition  <jt*  the 
cSn»*i»\'\  an<cj,  txiough  we  are  jujjtified  in 
twig;  wQrQ  slow,  to  fprgive .  ofFepctts  com- 
mitteUfUgaiia^at  ouF:.pounfry,  those  offences 
;  i<x>;t>Ught  tio  be.fri^ely  forgivfiu^  biU  uot  un- 
til tb^  pffeiwier/hafi^prQdiaced  a  ^^c^^W^y  that 
iie  will  QjQien^  i^  mmxt.  But,  in  both  cases, 
tbereare  $Qr^  offeftc;e»,^w^ich  can  never  be 
ybr^pr/tf^|,  audi  of  this  ch^  was  the  wicked 
^Ddibase.lwpdier  %yhich':the  Whig.s  made  of 
tlvgr  \^hx^^Qi^^J  Uifi jbesi  aj Mh^'\  Oh!  it 
wea'e  ipdfi^d  a  Feproach  to  y6jt!l  to  forget  th« 
kiterpretaUon  whifth  Mr.  Byiig  and  others 
putupqn.  tbis^ph'f^&s.l  ,  That  itlterpretai ion, 
that  out-cry^  stiU  Ji^sertban  the  opt-cry.  of 
*'  popery t^'  wa*  used  by  tlie  .tioie-serviilg 
Wbigg  for  tb^  p^i^pose  of  ingratiating  them- 
fielve^  with  the  adherejofts  ofPitt,  for  \yhich 
th^ry^bave  been  most  justly  pguished,  and 
that,  tOQ>  by.tiie  i»Uiguc^  of  that  very 
fiictigp^  :Hft)V'  {Careful  was  Mr.  %ng  to 
di^olaink  ai^conujactimi,  all  community  even 
pf  wikjies,  ^Y»th  Sir  Francis  Burdett !  He, 
.  good  loyal  gpiitleman,  ^  said, .  that  he  was 

",.  fifmly  ^itt^ched  to  the  const iiution^  and 

*^  t^at  b^  oiiffhti''>naiehf  hved  the  lest  of 

^!,  tingk,'*  turning;  while  he   uttered   the' 

words,  ]^i» ^apientcye^towafds  Sir, Francis. 

^'  The'    be^t)    pf  J^hgs*    baa    now    most 
justly    rewc'H'.de^   iir. .  Byng  and*  his    fdc- 

tfop ji,  aojiJ^'that    very    magistrate,    Jt.'hn 
;  JJoj?rJe.Sy  ..whoFp  they  left  iii  quiet  possession 

i^( ^Uhis^otgiCps and emqluuients,  apparently 

fori  iigr  ptber  je3J»p  , than  tliat  he,  in  con- 

jiiPCta.ojjk  .with  hii»  bosom  associate)  Redhead, 

3«epe,th%;notoviou8  calumniaiors  of  Sir  Fi-an- 
^s  Bofdett,  has^iow  beep  the  principal  ip- 

slfumeut  of  bringing  the  long,  possessed  seat 

of  riVlr'.  Byng^  ipio  jeopardy  !     "Syell  done 

John  I      Hplloq  Johu  !     Hunt  them  with 

thy  vice-scentJhg  uoscj    tear  them,    good 

^phn,    with     tj^y  '.worshipful    fapgs,    and 

ficratch,  ^t  last,  a  hole  for  I  hem  in  that  col-' 

kotlon  ^/,  incomp^raUlei .  rubbish^  thy  Anti-,  ■ 
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tKesc.'  topics,     Mr.''  Sheridan  has.    If  his* 
speeches  l^ave  been  truly  ifepofted.'tiken  » - 
rao^t.foul  ad\nmiage  'pf  his  IdrdsWp,  i«rho^ 
as    to  ,  subscript ion>!,    .complained"'  of  ■  the 
DBiinupr  iii   which  Mr.    Sheridan'  wte  sup- 
pprteij    at   thci  last    electidn,    a  complaint 
which  Ins  crafty  >idvers3ry  has  endeavoared 
tOTepr^ept  as  an  Iniplied  censure  upon  your 
pre^sent  subscription.     But  Gentlemen,  you 
certainly  have  not    overlooked    the    wide  • 
distinction  here  to  be  drawn  ?     Mr.  Sheri- 
dan's election   was   supported   by   a  secret 
subscription  of  PEERS  OF  PARLIAMEKT, 
several  of  whom  were,  at  the  same  time, 
servants  of  the  kinjg,  receiving  large  salaries 
out    of  the  public  piirse,   and,  of  fconrse, 
engaged  in  carrying  on  ail  election  agaioftt 
the  people  with    the    people's  money,    to 
which  roust  be  added,  that  peers  of  parlia- 
nient  are,   by  that  coristitution,    for    the 
preservation  of  which  we  are  called  on  ••  to 
*'  spend  our  last  shilling  and  shed  the  last 
"  <h-op  of  our  blood,**    strictly  probibited 
from  inierjering,  either  difectly  or  Indirect- 
ly,   in  the  election's  of    members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  ;  and,  if,  to  pay  money 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  out  one  man  and 
of  bringing   in  another;  if  this  be  not  jji-  ■ 
tcrfcring  in  such  elections,    the  prohibition 
can  be  considered  as  nothing  more  than  one 
of    those  numerous  nominal  securities,  by 
which  the  people  have  been  so  long  deluded. 
Vour  sub.'CripMon,  on  ihe  contrary,  ispro* 
hibited  by 'no  law  Or   usage.      -Yon  Pave 
been  o/>f'///y  invited  to  subscribe.     The  list 
of  subscribers  sliuns  the  inspection  of  man. 
You  are  not  servants  of  the  crown  ;  and,  it 
is  your  ow^«  money  that  you  gite,  which, 
if  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  your 
rights,  it  is  fuU  asmPch,  at  least,  your  duty 
to  give,  as  iris  your  duty  to  pay  any  sona, 
in  any  shape  whatever,  for'  the  purpose  of 
keeping  an  enemy  from  your  shores^.  •    Loiti 
Cochrane,   thereloi'e,  when  he  cutDplamed 
of  the  subscrlptiob,  by  which  the  electioh  of 
Mr;  Sheridan  was  supported,  t*onv^yed,  you 
must  clcaily  perceive,  hot  the  sniaflesttfeii*  • 
sure  of  that  subsctiptfon,  wbith  has  Aow 
'b(*6n  Entered  into  by  you.  • 

As  to'Lbrd  Cochrane^  expressions' with 
respect  to  Mr.  Fox,  th^  were;  as  nearly  aa 
I  have  been  able  tb  discover,  these :  **  that 
^"  Mr.  Foxin  htmself^^whs,  ofw^ldBave 
"  been/  an  honour  to  his'  cdbritry  j  **but, 
"  that  you  shouM  take  gl*ea^<^care '  toot  to- 
''*  bestow  your  confidence  "bri  tht:^,  of 
^'  whom  there  bad.  been  many,  ^6  irere 
**'  a(|aclied  only  to  thj&  'baser  ^art  bJPMr. 
^*'X(^%!:'  Taking  aavantage  ofHie^flex. 
cited  *by  these '^rords^^'  amdngst'sdtiicf^^cQ 
or  t\Vp"<yf  i^s  d^d  sCcneiahlffefii'^ Wilk)s^ 
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.^nthiijking  beings,  who  are  led  merely  by 
ijije  -sound  of  jiaraes,  Mr.  Sheridan  h^s  made 
several  t"iForts  lo  excite  a  prejudice  ngninst 
,l»rd  Cochrnoe,'  who  gave  you  most  whole- ■ 
some  adyicea  4ni  who  said,  or  insinuated, 
uoUiuig»    e?;cept  in  praise   of  Mr.    Foj^, 
which  can  with  truth  be  denied      Observe, 
-    too,  that  tlifi  mention  of  Mr.  Fox  origiuaied, 
not  with  his  lordship,  but  with  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan, who  h^d,  with  true  theatrical  address, 
introduced   that  name  for  the  purpose  of 
.excili:ig     in     you     compassion      to  vards 
liiraseU,    whom   he    look  care    to    repre- 
>ient  as  the   faithful   follower   and    bosom 
.friend  of  the  beloved  deceased.     Well  j  let 
us  meet  him  upon   this  ground-,  and,  then 
let  us  ask,  a^/«fl/  ^Tr    Fox  did  for  us,     Be- 
.fore  he  came  into  power,  he  solemnly  dc- 
.    blared,  that  he  never  would  jiold  a  place  as 
a  minister,  uuUl  tiie  parliament  had  been 
reformed;  he  came  into  place,  dm\  never 
fdid  lie  ,utter  the  word  reform  afterwards, 
i>ut,  on  the  contrary,  set  his  face  aginnst  all 
.those  wiio  endeavoured  to  bring  about  a  cor- 
rection of  even  notorious  abuses  y  he  was 
4he  man,  who,  as  his  very  fir>t  ministerial 
\act,  brought  in  a  bill  for  enabling  one  of  his 
colleagues  in  office  to  hold  a  large  sinecure 
place,    which,    by  law,    was  incompatible 
with  the  active  offii*e  I>e  then  had  been  pro- 
moted-po;  he,  who  had,  only  the  j^ear  be- 
fore,   compLVmed  tliat   the   minister,    Pitt, 
would,  by  degrees,  take  away  all  the  income 
pf  the  people,  because  he  proposed  to  add  a 
sixth  to  the  Income-tax,  defended,  as  soon 
as  he  wa&  in  olfice>  a  bill  which  raised  that 
same  tax  to,  ten  per  centum  ;  he,  who  Jiad 
for  so  luany  years  been  complaining  against 
the  influeii^e  of  the  crown,  was  one  of  those 
who  brought  in   the  bill  for  adding  to  the 
Jpengions  of  the  Royal  Family,  at  the  same 
t  fme-that,  by  anotlier  act,  the  King's  Pro- 
.     perty  in   the  Funds,  under  whatever  name 
invested,  was.  exempted  from  the  Inc^me- 
U«,  and  th:ir,  too,,  at  a  time,  when  Mr  Fox 
,  declared*  that  it  was  impossible  to  by  a  new 
...  fcjx  without  affecting  the  prq^perlty  of. the 
,  Station  m  some  way  or  other  j  he,  who  had, 
upon  every  occasion  that  offered,  all  his  life 
^  Jougr  reprpb^ited  the  introduction  of  foreign 
..    Uopps,.  did,,  amongst  his  first  acts  as  a  mi- 
nister, ^i\'e  his  saiKtion  to  a  bill  for  adding 
J-    lotkO'^^n  tlionsaud  foreign  troops  then  in 
^   ,fh is  country^  he,  who  had  all  his  life  long 
y:  fopntended    agaiu:>t  unnecessary  wars,    and 
,  es^m^Uy  war,s  for  the  scike  of  Hanover,  did, 
i^  his  very  fir^t  pi]blislied  dispatch,  declare, 
r  .th^^  Wfthc^  advifie  tl\e  kipg  n^ver  to  make 
.  peacfiibr  Epglaod^  except  i>pon  the  conUi- 
4tf|tv,^,  ffeiW^r  hemgj^ejjtof.^d  J  he,  wiip,' 
opiO^iiiwtMfrtess,  occasi94is^  vl^<i  a^^sertefU! 
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that  all  the  calamities  and  disgrace  of  this 
country  were  th^  work  of  the  minister  Pitt, 
gave  a  vote  for  makii)^  the  |)©«pte  of  1  hat  s?.nio 
qouniry  pay' the  debvs  of  that  same  miniMer 
Pitt,  and,  that,  too,  expressly  »;)oitVAr it o/e 
tf  fits  vi&ih'j  he  wa*  a  sinecure  |>loc#-mao, 
don bly^blcssed,  •#irom  bis  cra<dk  to  his  grave, 
and  he,  tipon  more  than' one  pcieadion,  ,cxm- 
tended,  in  parliairient,  that  it  \inas  un^Jorh 
stUutiona^l  to  lessen  the  number  of  patent 
places,  which  he  asserted  to  be  private  pro- 
perty  as  much  as  house  and  land.-7— lliese, 
Gf  nilemen,  are  a  part  of  the  tiiii>gB  which 
Mr  Fox  did  for  us ;  and,-  as  I  told  you  in 
my  second  or  third  letter,  rf  lhi»  be  the  sort 
of  repr^ientative  thaft  suit 9  yon,  the  honour 
of  represent  ing,yoti,  Avould,  in  no  case,  •  be 
coveted  by  nnre.    But,  it  is-  not  W.^    You 
havd'  opened  your  ey^s.     Ytou  have   peeo, 
that,  for  too  long  a  ti/uey^  names,  and  noyt 
princlpitf,  had  been  yo«r|fiiider  and  yon 
have  now  resolved,  despising  ;a!lke  Whig- 
gism    and  *l\>ryfsm,   to  asK>  who  viDl  act 
most  justly  by  the  couutr)'  ?    The  iwc^ivion 
o^  Mr.  Siieridan  evidently  is  to  wheedle  you 
back  into  that  state  ^^hitsh  ekhibit^  ^u  as 
the  mere  tools  of  the  gw^rnmnt.  Tin  one 
y'xde,  and  of  ihe^rent  fumiiies  oii  the  dflier 
side,   who,    together,    by  tfie   n>eai>s  of  a 
f/feiet  compromise y  left  you  no  moiS©  of  the  real 
freedom  of  election  than  is  exercised  by  the 
electors  of  Old  Sarum.     From  this  degraded 
ftate  you  haye  ma^jftflly-  risen  to  the  as- 
sertion   and  cx^rcfse  of  your  rigfetsj    but, 
this  .honourable  change  you  ow«t  not  to  Mr. 
Fox,  while  to  Mr.  Sheridan  yoq  owe  every 
means    that  he  was  able  to  use  t>  pre- 
vent that  change.    The  fbhtter  contentedly 
suffered. the  minister  of  the  day  io.  giVe  U\m 
his  colleague;  and^  as  to  the  latter^   after 
having  completely  inveigled  you  inti)    an 
election  of  Ii)rd  Percy,  conducted  as  quietly 
as  that  of  Gatton,  or  of  Ryegiue ;  he  coa- 
lesced with  Sir  Samut*!  Hood,  joined  hand 
and  heart  with  tboj«e  who  were  yonr  bitter- 
est enemies,  and  who  hod  been  ciie  bitterest 
enemies  oi  Fox  himself,  in  order  10  suIhIuc 
yo\x  by  forjce.  Judge,  therefore,  Gentlemen, 
whether  Mr.  SheHdAn  be  a  fit  pei'son  for  tho 
qolleagtie  of  Sir  Francis  IJurdeit  j  orwhcf 
ther  you  ought  t^' leave  him  to  the  suppoit 
of  the  play-actors,  sceue-shifvers,  and  polico- 
runners,  marshalled  under  that  reapv^ctabje 
rnatron,    whom   lie  brought   as  a.wiiness 
atjfain.st  his  electioneering  friends,    Nfeasrs. 
Weutherhead  and  Drake.-r-r-Of  Mr.  Fox  I 
never,  seet  to  say  harm  ;  but,  if  challenged 
to  speak,,  the  truth  m.Uiit  be  spoken ;  and, 
the  truth  is,  as  Lord  Coc.irrnRe e^ine  .liy  be- 
Ijeves.  that^  though  M»*t  Foic  was  a.  man  of 
^i^%  aud  \vqud9tf^  laWts^  thuugh.he  wa:) 
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kintl  and  generous  in  his  nature,  and  though 
he  loved  his  country  most  sincerely ;  yet 
that  he  had  not,  as  Major  Cartwright  told 
him,  **  tbe  power  to  «ay  natf  to  bad  men," 
and  that  that  fail'mg  led  him  so  to  act  as  to 
render  very  little  benefit  to  his  country, 
while  he  notoriously  gave  countenance  to 
m$ny  men,  who  did  it  great  and  lasting  in- 
jirv. 

That,    henceforward,    yon    may   reject, 
with  equal  scorn,  the  appellation  of  Foxite, 
i^t'PUiUe,  of  IVhig,  oxoi  Tory;  that  you 
may.  in  the  exercise  of  your  elective  rights, 
be   influenced  by   principles    and   not   by 
names;  and  that  your  t»nduct,  by  becoming 
nn  example  to  electors  in  general,  or  a  time- 
ly indicaihn  to  the  elected,  may  lead  to  a 
constitutional  reform  of   the  gross  abuses 
that  exist,  and  thereby  produce  the  restora- 
tion of  our  liberties  and  ensure  the  safety  of 
the  throne,  is  the  uniieigned  wish  of 
Your  faithf^  friend 
lAnd  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Cobbett. 


POOR  Laws. 

Betng  Ike  1  hird  Lelier  of  A,0. 

**  K  swaggering  paradox,  when  once  explained,  soon 

*<  dwindles  inco  an  nameaDing  common-place." 

Bdbxe. 

gin,— -—This  excellent  saying  of  a 
great  man  was  never  rnorestrictly  applicable 
to  any  ^stem  than  it  is  to  Mr.  Malthtis.s 
paradox,  and  his  explanation  of  it^  It  seem- 
ed, on  the  first  publication  of  the  Essay  on 
Population,  as  if  the  whole  world  was  goitig 
t )  be  tuTFi^  1  tops^-turvy;  all  our  id«is  of  oo- 
rol  good  and  evil  were  in  a  manner  con- 
founded, we  scarcely  knew  whether  we  stood 
on  our  head  or  our  heels^  but,  after  exciting 
cousiderjable  expectation,  giving  us  a  good 
shiki^,  an<i  making  us  a  littledizzy,  Mr.  M. 
doJ3,  as  we  do  when  we  shew  th^  children 
London— sets  u$  on  our  feet  again,  and 
every  thing  goes  or  as  before,  i  he  com- 
mon notions  that  prevailed  on  this  subject, 
till  our  author's  first*  population  scheme 
Und«d  to  .weaken  them,  were,  that  life  is  a 
blessing,  and  that  the  more  people  could  be 
niaiut<iined  in  any  state  in  a  tolerable  degree 
of  health,  comfort,  and  deceiKy,  the  better : 
tha<  want  and  misery  are  ''not  desirable  in 
thejUJieKes,  that  famine  is  not  to  be  courted 
for  m  Own  sidce,  that  wars,  disease,  and  pes- 
tilence are  iM>t  w  hal  every  friend  of  his  <x)un- 
try  or  ills  ^pficiea  should  pray  for  in  the  first 
pla^e:  ih^(  vke  iti  its  dtribr^nt  shapes  is  a 
tliiug  that.^he  wovid/cou2d  do  very  well 
withoutj,  and4hat  if  it  could  be  got  rid  of  al- 
togetlKiri  it  ^iiuld  be  a  great  gain.  In  shoit, 
ikit  th^  Qbjit$ct:l»ol!h  :i)f  i^^m^phst  and 
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politician,  M^as  to  diminish  ai  much  as  pp«« 
afible  the  quantity  of  vice  and  misery  existing 
in  the  world  J  without  apprehending    that 
by  thus  effectually  introducing  more  virtue 
and  happiness,  more  reason  and  good  sense, 
that  by  improving  the  manners  of  a  people, 
removing  pernicious  habits  and  principles  of 
acting,  or  securing  greater  plenty,   and  a 
greater  number  of  mouths  to  partake  of  it, 
they  were  doing  a  disservice  to  humanity. 
Then  comes  >Ir.  M,  with  his  octavo  book, 
and  tells  us  there  is  another  great  evil,  which 
had  never  been  found  out,  or  at  least  not 
sufficiently  attended  to  till  his  time ;  name- 
ly, excessive  population }  that  this  evil  was 
infinitely  greater  and  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  all  the  others  put  together  \  and  that 
its  approach  could  only  be  checked  by  vice 
and  misery  J  that  any  increase  ©f  virtue  or 
happiness  was  the  direct  way  to  hasten  it 
on ',  and  that  in  proportion  as  we  attempted 
to  improve  the  condition  of  mankind,  and 
lessened  the  restraints  of  vice  and  misery,  we 
threw  down  the  only  barriers  that  could  de- 
tend  us  from  this  most  formidable  scourge  of 
the  species, — population.     Vice  and  misery 
were  indeed  evils,  but  they  were  absolutely 
necessary  evils  5    necessary  to  prevent  the . 
introduction  of  others  of  an  incalculably  and 
inconceivably  greater  magnitude  >  and  tiiat 
every  pfoposal  to  lessen^  their  actual  quan- 
tity, on  which  the  measure  of  our  safety  de- 
pended, might  be  attended  with  the  most 
ruinous  consequences,  and  ought  to  be  look- 
ed upon  with  horror.     I  think.  Sir,  this  de- 
scription of  the  tendency  and  complexion  of 
Mr.  M.*8  first  Essay  is  not  in  the  least  exag- 
gerated, but  an  exact  ai.d  faithful  picture  of 
the  impression  which  it  made  on  everyone's 
mind.     After  taking  some  time  to  recover 
from  the  surprise  and  hurry  into  which  os 
great  a  discovery  would  naturally  throw  him, 
he  comes  forward  again  with  a  large  quarto, 
in  which  he  is  at  great  pains  both  to  say  and 
unsay  all  that  he  had  said  in  his  former  vo- 
lume ;  and  upon  the  whole  concludes^  that 
population  is  in  itself  a  good  thing,  that  it  is 
never  likely  to  do  much  harm,  that  virtue  - 
and  happiness  ought  to  be  promoted  by  every 
practicable  meano,  and  that  the  most  efieo- 
tual  as  well  as  desirable  check  to  excessive 
population  is  moral  restraint.     The  mighty 
discovery  thus  reduced  to,  and  pieced  oot  by^ 
common  sense,  the  wonder  vanishes,  -oed 
we  breathe  a  little  freely  agiiiu..   Mr.  M.  i« 
however  by  no  means  i^illing  to  give  up  his 
old  doctrine,  or  eat   hh   own  words:    ho* 
stickler  stoutly  for  it  at  times     He  J>fis  ,^ 
fits  of  reason  and  his  fits  of  extravagf^n^fUf^ 
his  gelding  and  his  obstinjate  moments,  fixtcr.-  v 
tuatfn^  tetiveen  the  twp,  an4  vibrating-hi^fe^. 
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wards  and  forwards  with  a  dexterity  of  self- 
contradiction  which  it  is  wonderful  to  be- 
hold.    The  following  passage  is  so  curious 
in  this  respect  that  I  cannot  help  quoting  it 
in  this  place.     Speaking  of  the  reply  of  the 
author  of  the  Political  Justice  to  his  former 
work,   he  obser\'cs,   ''  But,    Mr.  Godwin 
says,  that  if  he  looks  into  the  past  history  of 
the  world,  he  dees  not  see  that  increasing 
population  has  been  controultd  and  confined 
by  vice  and  misery  alone.     In  this  obseiwa' 
tion  I  cannot  agree  ipith  Mm.     I  will  thank 
Mr.  Godwin  to  name  to  me  any  check  that 
in  past  ages  has  contributed  to  keep  down 
the  population  to  the  level  of  the  meani  of 
subsistenc^e,  that  does  not  fairly  come  under 
some  form  of  vice  or  misery,  except  indeed 
the  check  of  moral  restraint,  which  I  have 
mentioned  in  the  course  of  this  work)  and 
which,  to  say  the  truth,  whatever  hopes  we 
may  entertain  of  its  prevalence  in  future,  has 
undoubtedly  in  past  ages  operated  with  very 
inconsiderable  force.  ***    When  I  assure  the 
reader  that  I  give  him  this  passage  fairly  and 
fully,  I  think  he  will  be  of  opinion  with  me, 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  produce  an  in- 
stance of  a  more  miserable  attempt  to  recon- 
cile a  contradiction  by  childish  evasion,  to 
insist  upon  an  argument,  and  give  it  up  in 
the  same  breath.    Does  Mr.  M.  really  think 
that  he  has  such  an  absolute  right  and'  aa- 
thorrty  over  this  sabject  of  population,  tliat, 
provided  he  mentions  a  principle^  or  shews 
that  he  is  not  ignorant  of  it^  and  cannot  be 
cSLuglM  napping  by  the  critics,  he  is  at  liberty 
to  say  that  it  has  or  has  not  had  any  opera- 
tion, just  as  he  pleases,  and  that  the  state  of 
the  fiact  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  ? 
He  contradicts  the  opinion  of  Mr.  G.  that 
vice  jind  misery  are  not  the  only  checks  to 
population,  and  gives  as.  a  proof  of  his  asser- 
tion, that  he  himself  truly  has  mentioned 
another  check.    Thus  after  flatly  denying 
that  moral  restraint  has  any  effect  at  all,  he 
modestly  concludes   by  saying  that  it  has 
had  some,  no  doubt,  but  promises  that  it 
will  never  have  a  great  deal.     Yet  in  the 
verj'  next  page  he  says,  *'  On  this  sentiment, 
whether  virtue,  prudence,  or  pride^  which  I 
have  already  noticed  under  the  name  of  mo- 
ral rertraittt,  or  of  the  -more  conaprehensive 
title,  the  preventive  check,  it  will  appear, 
that  ih  the  sequel  of  this  work,  I  shall  lay 
considerable  stress,"  p.  :^85.     This  kind  of 
reasoning  Is  enbugh*  to  give  one  the  head- 

•  The'|)^efaleiice  of  this  check  may  be 
estimated^bf  the  general  proportion  of  virtue 
and  happifte'^s  in  the  worlds  for  if  there,  had 
been  no  sabh"clw?ck,  there  cculd  harp^b^ii 
notbitii-btJt'Vtecand  n^iser/"  '  -♦  ^.   ' 


ache^    But  to  take  thiag^ini  their  ordefr .^- 
The    mp^t    singtilar  thhig  id*^U.Mngnlar  ; 
perfornoance  of  our  author  is,  th^t  ii  should  ' 
have  b^eu  originally  ushered  into  tlie  Iv6rld 
as  the  most  codiplete  and  only  sat'tsftctoiy  ^ 
answer  to  .the  speculations  of  Godwin^Con-    ' 
dorcet  and  others,  or  to  what  bad  be«?»  called  • 
the  modera  philosophy.  A  rpore  unaccount-    * 
able  piece  of  wroog-headedncsiSi  a  tcital  per* 
version  of  reaaonr  could  hardly  be  devised  by  ''^' 
the  wit  of  man.     Whatever  we  teay  thliik 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  progressive  imptx)va- 
ment  of  the  human  mind,  or  of  a  state  of  so- 
ciety in  which  every  thing  will  be  sibject  to 
the  control  of  reason,  honwrcr  ab^rd,  tifl* 
natural  or  impracricable>  we  nfiav  conceive 
such  a  system  to.  be,  certainly  it  cannot, 
without  the  grossest  incomisi^ency,  be  ob- 
jected to  it,  that  such  a  system  would  neces- 
sarily be  rendered  abortive,  because,  if  reason 
should  ever  get  this  niastBr}^  over  jail  our  ac- 
tions, we  shoiiJd  thai .  he \govofened  entirely 
by  our  physical  appetites  and  passions,  with- 
out the  least  regard  to  consequences.    This 
appears   to  me  a  refinenjeitt  on  absurdity. 
Several  philosophers,  apd  spiculati^ts   had 
supposed  that  ^  p^rtain.stgle  of  society,  very, 
different  from  any  that  has  hitherto  existed; 
was  in  itfeelf  practicable  5  and  that  if  it  were 
realised,  it  would  be  productive  of  a  lir 
greater  degree  of  human  happiness  than  is 
compatible  with  the  presents  institutions  of 
society.     ^  have  nothing  to  do  witli  eitlier  of 
these  points.     I  will  allow  to  any  one  who 
pleases  tlmt  all  such  schemeR  are  *'  false, 
sophistical,    unfounded   in    the    extreme.'" 
But,  I  cannot  agree  with  Mr.Malthcis  that 
they  would  be  lad  in  proportion  as  they 
wer^  good;  that  the  true  and  only  unanswer- 
able argument  agaiivst  all  such  schemes  is 
that  very  degree  of  happiness,  vlrtMe,  and 
improvement,  to  which  they  are  supposed  to  - 
give  rise.    And  I  cannot  agree  with  him  iil 
this,  because  it  is  contrary  to  common  ««ise,    ~ 
and  leads  to  the  subversion  of  every  principle 
of  moral  reasoning.  .  Without  perplei^ing 
himself  with  the  subtle  argumeotft  of  his  op^ 
ponepts,  Mr.  M.  comes  boldly  forward,  4md 
says,  "  Gentlemen,  I  am  willing  to  Wake 
you  large  concessions.  I  am  ready  to  allow    ^ 
the  practicability  and   the  desirableness  t)f 
y6ur  schemes,  the  more  desirable  and'tlie 
more  practicable,  tlie  better ;  "the  more  hap- 
piness, the  more  virtue,  the  more  kftcJvr'- 
ledge,  the  more  refinement,  the  better  5  »ll 
these  will  only  add  to  the  exuberant  strength' 
of  mvargunjentw    I  have  a  short  rtoswet  b> 
aU  o)i>jc?|ctiDns,  (to  beifiwre;  1  feiilid  it  «*i  all    ' 
old  polliipal  rtfceiptHbqg)k,  called 'l^r^sp^tS',  - 
j&rt.^  l^'  one ;  Wallace,  1  «  irtMfti*  »ft0t^  twetl^ 
k|iown,  but  no  matter  for  that,  finding  is 
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ie€pingi'7^^  kiHwr:**)  and  with  one  smart 
stoikcdflbts  wand,  oa  wbich  jU-e- inscribed 
cecdain  mystic^  -di^ractersv  and  algebraic 
poxpofflions,  lie  levelsithe  fairy  eJnchantmeiU 
vij3i  tbe  grotia^.  For,  says  Mr.  M.  thoogh 
Ihift  ipftpBoyod  state  of  society  were  actttaily 
JrehHfcoil*  k  could  not  possibly  concinne*  but 
mtnut  ao^n  ttr;ninate  in  a  state  of  things  p^vgr 
Dont  with  «vals  \far  more  insupportable  than 
ally  went  prfesent  eudure^Mn  tonsequcnce  of 
th^:exoea»ive  popclgtlon  which  would  fol- 
}oar,  .^pd  the?  .impossibility  of  providing  for 
it»  Hoppori,  .  Tim  is  what  I  do  not  under- 
stands .It  lis,  ill  other  wordiJ,  to  assert  that 
th!5^  (lonhrmg  thei^pwlation  of  a  country, 
feu  ttiaoipicv. lifter  a  certain  period^  will  be 
cttti^ded  with  the  n^ost  pernicious  effects. 
bywdBt,!  fajnane^.bloodsiied,  and  a  itate  of 
general  videnoe  afiwi  coniusion ;  that  this  will 
af?^ wards  leati  to  vices.,  and  practices  still 
woilse  ihaa  lihfe  physical  evils  they  are  do- 
fig»ed..ta.  praveot,  &c.  and  yet  that  at  this 
por^od  those  who  wtH  be  the  inosit  interested 
mr.pjfeyent^ng  these  comeqaence»,  and  the 
best' acquainted  with  the  circumstances  that 
lesd  to  them,  will  neither  have,  the  wider- 
ttsddif^  to  loreseey  nor  the  heart  tofeel^  nor 
the  will  to  prevent  the  stire  cvib,  to  which 
Itsey  expose  tliemselves  aiKl  othecs ;  though 
this  advanced  state  ^^f  population,  which  does 
not  admh  of  any  addition  without  danger,  is 
suj^posed  to  be  the  immediate  result  of  a 
viQife^  general  division  of  tl>e  comforts  and 
coo^eniencesof  life,  of  more  enlarged  and 
Ktl^ral  views,  of  a  more  refined  and  com  pre- 
bevisive  regard  to  our  own  permanent  intt;- 
rests  as  well  as  those  of  others^  of  correspon- 
deM  habits. and  manners,  and  of  a  state  of 
thio@9>  ni  which  our  gross  animal  appetites 
wiU  be  under  the  constant  control  of  reason. 
ThSe  intikience  of  rational  motives,  of  refined 
aqct'iong-^stghted  views  of  things  is  supposed 
taii3T3&  tiiken  pln»ce  of  narrow,  selfish  and 
iwetcljP sensual  motives:  this  is  implied  in 
the  Dkijr  stsllenient  of  the  question.  **  What 
coix^iirfrtiiMi.and<what  mighty  magic"  should 
ihus^  blind  our  philosophical  descendants  on 
this  single  sul^ect  in  which  they  are  more 
iijte^sTed  thab.  in  all  others,  so  that  they 
thwkld.stand  with' their  eyes  open  on  the 
edge  of  a  precipice,  and  instead  of  retreating 
iT0a»)U».slioa1d  throw  tb^ttselves  down  head- 
]o<^<.J'iim:unabde;to. comprehend;  unless 
inriee«L  wejsiappOHe  that,  the  impulse  to  pro- 
pagate^ thio.  spe<;b9  k  so  strong  and  uncoiv- 
triiUbblo,  ^tdbatr^aabn  h<w  no  power  oveT;it. 
TAiis  tsr^what  Mr.  Mj  was  at  one:  time stAmg- 
ly  d)9t)oatdjtoi assert;,  and^wl^ . he  ts^t  pre- 
sent: &9^ipc^iittd)tp^i?elarRct.  f  Witiheut  this 
fiEy|idnAiitmilvtO;ri»it  $)n,i{\^eiitfhbl&M hh  rea* 
soiling  is  utterly  unintelligible.    It  secuos  to 
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roe  a.  most  preposterous  wfky  of  antweri^jg  .a 
hxan  whochuses  to  ^»sert«  that  4fnan|und .  ^ w 
capable  of  being  governed  entirely  by  their 
reaaon,  aikl  that  it  would  be  better  for  jLheaa, 
if  theyjjwi^  tosay;fH>3  forpiif  they  were,  go* 
veraed  entirely  by  it,  tl^  would  he  Jmiich 
less  able  to  attend  to.it*  dictates  than  tbey 
^iv  at  pi^^sent;  and  che  ^vils  which  wuulcl 
thus  folbw  from^tlieaiuetjtraiviediocrisafcc  of 
population,  would    be   ^Koessive.    Almost 
every  little  raUs  who  Jias  Iwd  the  advaatag/^ 
of  a  boarding-school  €4v<?atiQ^,  or  beep  p^o- 
perjy.tutorcd  by  her  mamma,  whose  haar  is 
not  of  an  ab^K^te  fianae  coknii:,  apd  who  has 
hopes  in  time,  if  she  bejiavcs  prettily,  qi* 
getting  a  good  luuband,  waits  patienljy  jjear 
after  year,  k^oks  about  her,  rejecU.or  triQ^ 
with  half  a  dozen  lovnrs,   iavourijag  oiie, 
laughing  at  another,  "  chusing  among  theo), 
as  one  picks  pears,"  saying,  *'ThisI  Uk«, 
that  I.  loathe,"  with  the  great<*st  inditfereKWfe, 
as  if -it  were  no  ,  such  very  pressing  atfair^ 
and  «//  tJke  w/iUeliekavct  very  pnitily  ,•  till 
she  is  at  last  smitten. with  a  handspmo  boost?, 
a  couple  of  footnaen  in  livery,  or  a  black  ser- 
vajit,  or  a  coach- with,  two  sleek  geldiiigs, 
with  which  she  is  more  taken  than  witii  her 
nian.     Why,  what  an  idea  dqcs  Mr.  M-  give 
us  of  the  grave,  n^sculine,  genius  of  oar 
Utopian  philosophers,  their  sublime  attain- 
ments, and  gigantic  energy^  that  they  will 
not  be  able  to  manage  these  matters  as  do-r 
cently  and  cleverly  as  the  silliest  women  can 
do  at  present !     Mr.  M.  indeed,  eudea\  ours 
to  soften  this  absurdity  by  saying,  that  moral 
restraint  at  present  owes*  its  strength  to  sel- 
fish motives ;  what  is  this  to  this  fiurposi'  ? 
If  ^Ir.  M.chuses  to  say,  that  men  wni  al- 
ways be  governed  by  the  same  gross  mecha- 
nical motives  that  tliey  are  at  present,  I  have 
no  objection  to  make  to  it ;  but  it  is  shifting 


the  question  ^  it  is  not  arguing  against  the 
state  of  society  we  are  considering  from  the 
consequences  to  which  it  would  give  rise^ 
but  against  the  possibility  of  its  ever  ^xisti|2g« 
It  is  to  object  to  a  system  on  account  of  the 
consequences  which  would  follow  if  ;we 
were  to  suppose  men  to  be  actuated  b^<«s^ 
tirely  different  motives  and  principles  frooi 
what  they  are  at  present,  and  then  to  6ay> 
that  those  consequerices  would .  necessarily 
follow,  because  men  woukl  never  be  what 
we  suppose  them.  Or  it  is  |a  alara^  tbe 
imagination  by  deprecating  the  evils  that 
ipust  follow  fron^  the  practical  ^p^ioucof^ 
particular  schenae,  yet.  to. allow. ths^  we  have 
no  reason:  to^droad  those:  cpn^eqiieniqissi  b?t 
because  thesc^eme  itself  is  ioapraotipa^i^tf^ 
I  am  ashamed  of^^wasting^yourjrieiyiji^*^!^^ 
andvwy.Qjun^ijtt  ibM^^Jb^ftiingiff^i^w-^j/iJ^^^j 
inot^  hoVever,  my  faulty  that  Mr^M^this 
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has  .^i^ittwi  ndnsense,  or  fWat  others  have 
atfrtrtr'^d  if.  It  If  j^ot  Mp.JVir:i  ndnletifte/ 
b«t  theo|llmcMi  of  the  vrotid  a«peotitJg  'it/ 
th<^  *1  woi^U- be  thought  to  campV^mtBtehy' 
thi»  Bartons  refutation  of  ^tat  in  itself  nei- 
ther deserves  nor  n^mitfl  of  any  t«asonlng 
ufion  h.  -If,  however,  we  recollect  the 
sounfe  from  wbetrce  Mr.  M.  boi^rowed  hi* 
pf  Jnc?tple,  «ikl  the  'Cippltcatton  i>f  it*  to  im- 
prw^ementsin  polHiad  philoiopby,  we  mutt 
allow  th!rt*he  w  merely  passive  m  error.  Tkie' 
princji>le  itself  wotfld  not  Iwnw  been  worth  a 
farthing  withodt  the  application,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly tOdk  them  as  hefotibd  them<  lying 
sntig  tocher;  an^  as  Trim,  aftei  having 
convert^  the  old  jack> boots  into  a  pair  of 
new  mohars,  immediately  phmted  them 
against  wfcieh  ever^of  n>y  Uncle  Toby's  gar- 
risons tlic  allies  were  then  biwy  in  besieging, 
so  the  public  spirited  ^allamry  of  our  modern 
engineer,  directed  him  to  bend  the  who^e 
force  of  htsr  clnmsy  discovery  against  that 
system  of  philosophy,  which  wa»  the  moet 
talked  of  at  the  tinfie,  bnt  to  which  it  was 
thel&asr  applicaWe  of  all  others.  Wallaoe, 
I  have  ntv  doubt,  took  up  his  ideaerther  as  a 
pawrdox  or  njeu  <P esprit;  or,* because  any* 
thing,  he  thought^  ivas  of  weight  enough- to' 
ov^tum  what  had  never  lexistetl  any  vr here* 
bii'  -n  the  imagination,  or  he  was  led  into  a 
pie*  e  of  false  logic  by'«n  ertfor  we  are  very 
apt  to  fall  into, -of  Sttppoffing, 'because  he  bad 
never  b-en  struck  hifnself  by  the  difficrthy 
of  population  in  such  a  state  of  society;  that' 
therefore,  the  people  themselves  would  not 
find  it  Out  when  it  cairte.  nor  make  any  pao-" 
vi<ion  agjinst  It.  But,  though  I  cm  In  aome' 
meanun^  excuse  a  lively  paladox,'  I  do  not 
thii.k  that  the  same  favour  Is  to  be  shewn  to 
the* dull,  dogged,  heavy  repetition  of  absur- 
dity.—*Mr.  M.  might  have  taken  as  the  root- 
to  of  hts  first  edition';  *' These  three  bear 
record  on  earth,  V4c6,  Misery,  aini  Popula- ' 
tiom-'-^tn  the  answer  to  Mr.  G.  this  princi- 
ple was  represeritedas  an  evil,  for  which  no 
remedy  could  be  found  bnt  in  evil :  that  ita 
operation  ^Vas  mechanical,  necessairy,  un- 
C€*ibg;  that  it  went  stnait  forward  to  its 
eild,  nmJhecked  by  fear,  or  reason,  or  ve^ 
mor»e ;  that  the  evils  which  ft  drew  after  it 
cmiM  oiAfy  he  avoided  by^otbe?  evils,  by  ac- 
tual'vice' and  misery.  Population,  was  in 
hhattt  the  ^eet  devi),  dse  untamed^  Bedze^ 
bdt>;  *  that '  was  only  kept  diaitved .  «lewn .  by 
viteand^riiisery  I  and  which,  if  it  were  onoc 
let ^lobfle'^f^tn '  thesd '  restraintg/.  would'go 
foHh  and  i'avage  the  earrth.  That  chey  were 
tberefbre,  the  twotoahi  propa  and^piltersiof 
8<^etjf,«l«dth«  the4o#©r'ai»d  weakcir  they  * 
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to  contend  witli  it :  tiiat,  thwefcre,  iiny-di» 
mmntion  of  that  ^gree  of  them  which  ^at 
present  prevails,  and  is  found  sufiioient  «o 
kt^  The  woHd  in  order,  was  of  all  itmf§ 
chiefly  to  be  dreaded.-^ur  a«thor  rs-  ful^^ 
awai«  of  the  force  of  the  «tafe  ofiaximi  ta 
elevata9«and  surprise.  Having  onoe  beked' 
the  imaginations  of  his  n»aders,  he  knowr^ 
that  he  can  'a^cerwards  mnuld  thetn  into  i 
wbat  8ln})e  fa€  pleases.  All  this  bnstle,  -and  ^ 
terror,  .and  stage  effect,  afid  theatricttl  dkuum 
mery,  was  only  to  serve  a  temporary  pur- 
pose $  for  all  of  a  sudden  the  scene  issk^*- 
ed,  and  the  storm  subsides.  Having  frigiit^ 
ened  away  the  boldest  dwMspionsof  modem 
phik)sophy,  Mi  monstvnus  appeacaiicei  iull 
of  strange  andtnexpHcabie  horrors,  is  sufiEer^ 
ed  quietly  to  shrink  back  to  its  natural  di-> 
men9ions>  and  we  6nd  it  ta  be  nothing  moiB 
than  a  <romaiott^si2ed,  tame^looking  animal) 
which,  however,  requites  a  cbain  and  Ilie 
whip  of  its  keeper  to  prevent*  it  <from  b«« 
comlnf^  mlsdwtvoiiis.  Mr.  M;  then  steps  - 
forwurid,  and  sa3r8«  the  evil  we  wewalli  Inr 
daingen  of  WM  not  popUlacioa, '  but  phHost^ 
phy.  '  Nolbingta  to  te  done  with  4be  latter 
bymore/roisomstg.  jI,  therefore,  tb^ht 
it  rigbt  to  mbke  use^  of:  a  little  terror  to  >ac- 
cocnplish  the  eMj  As.  to  t&e  principle  oC 
population  Ytself^  ytxi  need  lie  onder  no 
alarm:  <mly  leave  it  to  nde,  and  fshddt^be 
ahicto  ittanage  it  t^rywell;  ^AU  itsdrraidri 
fill  oon^eqtwnoes  may  be^easity  prevenitd  bf 
a  ^proper  application  of  the  motives  of  com* 
mon  poxdence  and  common  deeeocy .  l£ 
any  oneshouid'  be>  at  a  lof»  to  coocdve  how 
M  r .  *M.  can  reconcile  such  contrary  opintona, 
I  shonki  be  inclined  to  auggest^o  Mr.  M. 
Hamletfs  answer  to  bts  friend  GtHlder&tem, 
'*  <*/ris  as  reasyas^  ^f^V  gevctti  these  ven« 
*'  tiges*^  (the  wofk-hoa^»;,  and'charitabto 
dooatiooa)  v.wisb  yomr  fiogew and  thumb ; 
and.  this  v^xy^  instrument  •  willtdiscDDrse^TnoSr 
exoetteot  maBic:  look  you,'  hepei'arethe' 
stops.*'  (Mr.  M/sy  Essays  and  J4r.  Whi^*' 
b«ead'».  Poor  Bill.)- — ^I  aHlj'SMr(70tK"faiini* 
blft  8enrant/-t»»-»A.  O.'        .    ■   •      '      • 


Mnl 


An  Address  of  sepetal  of  M9  Maf^tft  ih*- 

fnan  Catholic  Subjects  io  their^  PfOteMmi  ^ 
■  Fiihw  Sulrj€cis: 

His  Maje»ty*aB0inen  Catholic  subjects  • 
flattered  thcsnielv^,  'that  the  deciarati(ni> 
tb^  had  elnendy  mMe  of  'theikatBgnfy-  ^^ 
th«irreligions*aiidieivil  tenets;  tl^eoaUisth^  ; 
bad«takento  fajsMijesty's  persdn,  &n»ly«  ' 
^n^tfrfi^nnnent^'  the  faeri^  ij^rtfOns-  of  a  •' 
coosMjIdiaiile  pttoportbis  o^tliein  )ln  htstMO'  ^ 
jest^U  .flesttTs  v^nd  Bnn)ves^^tikei<tepeattftd  itiw  ; 
BtaBccfttil  Wlofcfaiiiiej^hm  cwoe-tomtird  ^'} 
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thsir  caimtry'i  cause  j  their  irfeproacluible 
decneaDor  in  the  general  rdalions  -  of  lifb ; 
ADd  above  fidl,  the  several  y.t* ^f  parliainenC 
pust  for  their  relief,  avowedly  in  conse- 
quence of,  and  explicitly  recogriking  <heir 
raeritorious  c)mduct,  would-  have  been  a 
bond,  to  secure'  to  them  for  ever,  the  affrc- 
tion  and  confidence  of  ail  their  fellowr  sub- 
jects, arid  to  make  any  further  declaration  of 
their  principles  wholly  unnecessary,  but^ 
with  astonishment' and  cmicem,  they  ob- 
Eerre,  that  this  is  not  altogether  the  case^ — 
thoy  are  again  publicly  traduced;  and  at- 
tempts are  again  made  to  prejudice  the  pub- 
lic mind  against  them:*- — We,  therefore, 
£ngiish  Roman  Catholics,  whose  names  are 
hereunder  written,  beg  ieiive  again  to  solicit 
the  attention  of  our  countrymen,  and  to  lay 
before  them  the  following  unanswered  and 
unanswerable  Documents  of  the  purity  and 
integrity  of  the  Religious  and  Cinl  Princi- 
ples of  ALL  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic 
Subjects,  in  respect  to  their  king  and  their 
country.^— We  entreat  you  to  peruse  them  j 
iind  when .  you  have  perused  them,  to  de- 
clare; ''whether  his  Majesty's  Roman  Oa- 
'^  iholic  Subjects  maintain  a  single  tenetyin- 
"  consiiitent  with  the  purest  loyalty  5  or  in- 
"  terfering,  in  the  slightest  degree,  with 
"  any  one  duty,  >^hich  an  Englishman  owes 
"  his  God,  his  king,  or  his  country?-*-—!. 
"  The  First  Document  we  present  to  you,  is 
"  the  oath  and  declaration  prescribed  by^tke 
''British  Patiiament  of  theStst  of  his  pTe- 
*'.  ^ent  Majesty,  and  which  is  taken  by  all 
"  Englisli  Catholics.-r— I  A.  B.  do  hereby 
•'  declace*  lliat  I  do  profess  the  RomaaCa- 
"  tholic  rehgion,rt*-l  A,  B,  do  sincerely  pro- 
"t  mise  and  swear,  that  I  will  be  faithful, 
",  ^nd  bear  true  allegiaiKe  ta  his  Majesty 
"  King  George  the  Third,  and  him  will  de- 
•'idend  to  thentrtjost  of  ray  power  against 
*'  all  conspiracies  and  attempts  wfaatsoeirer 
'  (hat  shall  be  made  against  his  person, 
*'  .crown, ,  ordigoity :  and  I  will  do  my  ut- 
"  XQost  endeavour  to  disdns*  and  make 
'*'  kiHiwiit  to  his  Majesty,  his  hears^  and  ^c- 
*'  cfesaors,  all; treasons  and  traitorous  conspi- 
"j  ruHes  which  may  be  formed  against  him 
''or  tl»m:  and  I. do  faithfully  promise  to 
"jmaintain^  support,  and  defend,  to  the  ut- 
".  mo&t'Of  my  power,  the  succession  of  the 
".  crown^  which  succession,  by  an  aet,  en* 
"^tkred;  'Aj^ Act  for  the  further  Liniita- 
"tio^oCthe  Grown,  and  bettjer  seconmg 
"4he  Rights  aiid  Liberties  of  theSub^ect^' 
"'4<?  awl,  standi  limited  to  the  Princess trSb- 
"  Rbia>iElectress  and  DocheKs  Dowager^  of 
"  Hanover,  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  be- 
'•'  ing  Protestants;  hereby  utterly  renouncing 


and  abjuring  any  obrfieficc  or  aUegiafiee 
unto  any  other  person  ckiimitig  or  pre- 
tending if  iight  to  the  crown  df  tli^e 
realms.  And  I  do  swear>  thail  4ot^ect 
and  detest  as  aii  unchrtstlanawd  impiotis 
position,  that  k  is  hiwful  to  Aturder  te- 
destroy  ariy  person  or  ^«l^6iw  whatsoever, 
for,  or  under  priitence  bf,  their  beltig 
heretics  or  infidels  9  and  »!$»  thfert  un- 
christian and  impio\is  princHile,  thhr  lakh 
is  not  to  be  kept  with  heretics  or  loMels : 
and  I  lurther  declare,  thki  it  is  not  an 
article  of  my  faith  j  and  thi^  I  do  re- 
nounce, reject,  arid  abjure^  the  <jpittron,  ^ 
that  Princes  e\comn!iirticat»»d  by  the'Pope' 
and  Council,  or  ariy  authority- ^4he  See 
of  Rome,  or  by  any  authority  whatsoe- 
ver,  may  be  deposed  or  murdered  by  fheir 
subjects,  or  aiiy  jperson  whatsoever :  and  . 
I  do  promise,  that  I  will  not  h(NW,  niim- 
tain,  or  abet  nny  such  opinibn-,'  ur  any 
other  opinions  cohlrafl'/' to  %hat  is  ex- 
pressed in  this  declaritioti.:  anii  I  d^  de- 
elane,  that  I  do  not  bdievetha^  the  Pbpe 
of  Rome,  or  any  other  f6relgii^"l^intie, 
prelate,  state,  or  potentate,  hath,  of  ought 
to  hdve,  any  temporal  dr  dvUjutrsdiction, 
power,  superiority.  Of  |il^etailttfehce,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  within  this  realm  : 
an*  I  do  86lemnlyj  in  the  presence  of 
God,  profoss,  testily,  and  declare,  that  I 
do  make  this  dedaratibn,  and  every  p&frt 
part  thereof,  in  the  plain  and  ordinary 
aense  of  the  words  of  this  oath,  Wrthout 
any  evasion,  etjalvocatibn,  or  tnental  re- 
seivation  whatever,  and  Without  any^  dis- 
pensation already  granted  4)yt!ie  Pope,  or 
any  authority  of  the  See  of  Rome,  or  any 
person  whatever;  and  without  th^nkmg 
that  I  am,  or  can  be,  acquitted  before  God 
or  man,  or  absolved  of  this  declaration, 
or  any  part  thereof;  alrfioogh  the  Pbj^,'  or 
any  other  person  or  authority  whatsoever,' 
shall  dispense  with,  or  annul  l4^  '^i6iklt, 
or  declare  that  it  was  null^or  ^oi'd;  -  80 
helpmeGod."  '   '     ^^^ -■-' 

II.  Tho  neiit  Documents  w^'pKesiftit'^ 
you  are.  The  Oaths  aiid  DeclarfctiotW J)t*- 
scribed  by  the  aets  of  the  Irish  ^ParlraiiacAt 
to  Irish  Roman  Catholics. — ^Thie  ^rtl:  4s  t^ie 
Oath  of  AHegianc  artd  Declafatten,-  fr^^ 
scrtbed  by  the  Irish  acfts  of  tl^  12Mh  andl^^ai 
of  his  present  Majesty ;' and  i^takctV^yiOr 
Irish  Roman  CathoSifcs.— ''  I  i¥;  fi/tk^Tate 
"  Almighty  God,  and  Wtf<  duly  Soh*  jm^ 
"  GhritJt,  tmyf  Red^erfJeW  ^o  «4tfteii;  fhat 
"  I  wiH  befaiAlhl  and b^^'tfue  allegkkttcc.  . 
I'  to  ouf  tt>o«i  grWi^s  Si^^rtfi^  Lord ' 
,'•'  Kin*  George  the  Third,  and  him  will  de^ 
.*'  fend  to  the  utinosl  of  my  power  against 
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**  all  conipiraciei  and  attempts  whatsoever 
**  that  shall  be  made  ugamst  hh-  person, 
'''Cvown^sand  digiiHy;  an4  I  will  dd  my 
'*  tttmoAt  endeavour  lO'  .4'i8pl^>w  and  make 
**  Jcaawa  toliis  M^jesty^  ^ndhis  beir^,  all' 
'^  tref^fts  and  traitetpuacanstpiractes,  which 
'*  ,majr  be  formed  against  bim  or  them  >  aod 
*^j)i  dofaithftiily  promise  to  maintain,  sup- 
"  'PQrt>  and  deiGe«d^  to.  the  ntmost  .of  my 
*'  po^er,  ibe  sacceMipn  of  die  crown  in 
"  his  Majesty's  family,  against  any  person 
*'  or  persons  wliatsoever,  hereby  utterly  re- 
**  nouacing  and  abjuring  any  obedience  or 
*'  allegiance  unto  the  person  taking  upon 
*'  himself  tbe  stile  and  title  of  Prince  of 
*'  Wale»>  in  the  life-time  of  his  father,  and 
*'  who  since  his  death  is  said  to  have  as- 
*'  anmed  the  stile  aod  title  of  King  of  Great 
*'  Britaia  and  Ireland,  by  the  name  of 
*'  Charles  th«  Third*  and  to  any  other  per- 
''  Apn  di^miog*  or  pretending  a  right  to 
*'  th«  crown  of  these  realms  -,  and  I  do 
**  awear  that  T  do  tfi^x.  and  detest,  as  un- 
**  ohciatian  and  impious  to  believe,  tliat  ic 
*'  ia  la.wful  to  murder  or  destroy  any  per- 
^'  so«  Of-  pevsmia  whatsoever,  tor  or  under 
"  pretence  of  their  being  heretics,  and  also 
'^  that  unchristian  and  impious  principle 
*'  that  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  heretics : 
*'  i  further  dec^re,  that  it  is  no  article  of 
"  my  faith,;  and  that  I  do  renpunce,  re)ect, 
*'  and  abjure,  the  opinion  that  princes^  ex- 
'^  oommunicated  by  the  Pope  and  Council, 
*'  or  by  any  authority  of  the  see  of  Rome, 
"  or  by  any  authority  whatsoever,  maybe 
"  deposed  or  murdered  by  their  subjects, 
^^  or  by  any  person  whatsoever  j  and  I  do 
*'  promise  that  I  will  not  hold,  maintain, 
**  or  abet,  any  such  opinion,  or  any  otlier 
'f  opinion,  contrary  to  wliat  is  expressed  in 
^'  this  declaration :  and  I  dp  declare  that  I 
*'  do  not  believe  that  the  Pope  of  Borne,  or 
*'  any  other  foreign  prince,  prelate,  state, 
"  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought  to  have,  any 
*'  temporal  or  civil  jurisdiction,  power, 
"  superiority^  or  pre-eminence,  directly  or 
**,  indirectly,  within  this  realm ;  and  I  do 
**  solemnly  in  the  presence  of  God,  and  of 
'*  hi?  oaiy  Son  Jesus  Christ,  my  Redeemer, 
'^  profess,  tes^ify^  and  declare,  that  I  do 
*'  mak^  this  deolacation,  and  every  pari 
**  thereof  in  the  plain  and  ordinary  sense  of 
'^  the  wordf-of  this  oqih,  without  any  cva- 
<'  sion^  equivocation,  or  mental  reservaUou 
''  wi^atQI^, ,  aud  without  any  dispensation 
*'  ,^^Y  granted  by  the  Po|ie,  or  any  au- 
".jtiiprity  of  tlmsepof  Rome,  or  any  per- 
"ts«9  whatever,. and  w^tbowf  thinking  that 
"  \  -a^i,  pr  can  b^gcqviitt<?d  before. Go4  or 
**,^^^,  pr  abiriwed  ,«t  this  deoUrati^a,  ror 
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*'  any  part  thereof  although  the  Pope,  at 
^'  any  other  person  or  persons  or  authority 
*'  wbatsoercr,  shall  dispense  with  or  annul 
**  the  same*  or  deckre  iliat  it  was  null  and 
'«  void  from  the  beginning.  So  help  mo 
*'  God." 

The  next  ia  the  Oath  and  Declaraiif>n 
prescribed  by .  the  Irish  act  of  the  3ad  tri 
his  present  Msjesty,  and  is  taken  by  all  Jrishc 
Roiman  Catholics,  wishing  to  entitle  them-* 
selves  to  the  benefit  of  that  act : — **  I  W.  J5f. 
"  do  hereby  declare,  that  I  do  profess  tba 
"  Roman  Catholic  religion," — "  I  A,  B.  Ao 
*'  swear  that  I  do  abjure,  condemn,  and 
"  detest,  as  unchristian  and  impious,  the 
*^  principle  that  it  is  lawful  to  murder, 
'*  destroy,  or  any  wa5rs  injure  any  person* 
*'  whatsoever,  for  or  under  the  preteiKe  of 
*'  being  a  heretio  :  and  I  ^  declare  solemn-' 
"  ly  before  God,  that  I  believe,  that  no 
'•  act  in  itself  unjust,  immt>ral,  or  wicked, 
"  can  ever  be  justified  or  excused,  by-  or 
"  under  pretteuce  or  colour  that  it  was  dout? 
'*  either  for  the  gcw)d  of  the  church,  or  ii* 
**  obedience  to  any  ecclesiastical  power 
"  whatsoever :  I  aho  declare^  th/tt  it  is  not 
"  anarticleof  the  Catholic  Faith*  neither  am 
"  I  thereby  required  to  believe  or  professthat 
*'  tlijB  Pope  is  infallible,  or  that  I  am  hound 
**  to  obey  any  order,  in  Its  own  nature  im- 
*'  moral,  though  the  Pope,  or  any  eccle- 
'^  aiastical .  power,  '.should  issue  or  direct 
*'  such  order,  but  on  tlie  contrary,  I  hold 
'*  that  it  woiild  be  sinfiil  in  me  to  pay  any 
"  respect  or  obedience  thereto :  I  further 
*'  declare,  that  I  do  not  believe,  that  ai^y 
"  sin  whatever  committed  by  me,  can  bt** 
"  forgiven,  at  the  mere  will  of  any  Popje,^ 
"  or  any  priest,  or  o(  any  person  or  persons 
"  whatsoever,  but  that  sincere  sorrow  for 
"  past  sins,  a  firmand  sincere  resolution  to 
'^  avoid' future  guilt,  and  to  atone  to  God, 
"  are  previous  and  indispensable  requisites  to 
'^  establish  a  well  founded  expectation  of 
"  forgiveness^,  and  that  any  person  who  re- 
*'  ceives  absolution  without  these  previorts^ 
"  requisites,  so  far  from  obtaining  thereby 
'^  any  remission  of  his  sins,  iucdrs  the  ad- 
"  ditional  guilt  of  violatiilg  a  saGraroent : 
**  and  I  do  swear  that  I  will  defbnd,  t6  the 
"  uttermost  of  my.  power,  the  settlement 
*'  and  arrangement  of  projierty  in  this  coun- 
"  try,  as  established  by  the  laws  now  in 
"  being:  1  ds>  liereby  disclaim*  disavow, 
"  and  solemnly  chjure,  any  intention 't(> 
"  tttbveil  th*  present  church  establish metu, 
"  fon.ihc  purpose  6f  substituting  a  Cathtlic 
*'  estaUishment  in  its  stead:  and  i  do  fib- 
*'  lemnly)  swear,  ilsat  1  will  not  ex*»cl^ 
y  any  privilege  to  winch  i  am  or  ma)f  bi4-' 
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not  oura^  jl^t  these  ppHjiop^  w^^e  Uk^K^: .  as- 
assuredly,  Hi6Mi^es|jr!s.Ron»anC9thQiip  «i|b- 
je^cis  (did  Dotwaattbejarisdornp^fo^-^ign  U^- 
versiiks  toiaformtbeni,>  iM  ^if  ^aj^ylt 
the  lawful ,  Soyereigp  gf  all  1^$  Eoipfu^  »Ca« 
tholic  Subjects,  and  tliat,  by  r^Vei^y  ^divine 
and  human  la\y,  ^is  Bosom  Ca^i^iia Sub- 
jects owe  him  true^  ojutiful,  active, 
and  unresen^ed  ayegian^e-r— Such  then  fel- 
loY^  couDitr}'cpen  ai^d  fellqw  sub^ecta,  syicii 
being  our  Religious  aiyi  Civil  Principles  in 
respect  to  our  jGng  and  oui'  Counlry> .  let  os 
no^v  agdin  ask  you,  is  tli^re  in  them,  a  skk- 
g|e  tenet,  which  is  iocompatlble  with  tha- 
purest  loyalty,  or  which  in  the  sligl^test  de« 
gree,  inlert^res  with  the  da!y  Wis?  owe  to* 
God,  our  King,  or  our  Country?,  but  ve 
these  principles  really  ipstiUed  intap$i  Do' 
our  actions. conespond  with  them?  In  n^y« 
we  ask,  are  there  not,  at  this  very  monnspt; 
thousands  of  His  Majesty* s  Ron)an  Cat4>ollc 
subjects,  who  daily  and.  hourly  make,  the 
most  heroic  exertions  and  ^acrin^;;^,  ip^^hp^ke . 
fleets  and  armies,  to  wUose.,patLent9a4> ad- 
venturous coun^e.it  is  owitigthat  wy^aro 
still  blessed  with  a  King  and  a  Co^ntr^t— 
— Now  then, fellow •coxiptryioen  ami  6:Uio.w^ 
subjects,  be  assured^  that,  among  the^e 
heroic  and  inestimable  defetvders  anA  afp« 
portei^s  of  their  king,  and  Lheir;  cotuUry^ 
there  is  not  one,  whose  pareoita  andw^o^ 
priests  have  not  taught,  that  lo^'alty  U  a 
religious  ps  much  as  a  civil  dnty ;  and  that, 
when  he  is  fighting  for  hi»  king  and  his 
country,  he  is  performing  a  duty  to  hia  God, 
(Signed)  Jphn  Douglass,  D..  D,  Vic.  Ap. 
Lond.  Shrewsbury,  Petrc,.  Dv>rmer,  U.Ciu 
Englefield,  W.  JerQin^ham*-  John  'I  bxoc^-«^ 
mortou,  T.  Gage,  Geo.  Jern'mgham,  M; 
Langdale,  John  Webbe  Weston,  J'raocia 
Canning,  Ch.  Bellasyse,  IX  JD  W.  ShcWon^ 
Ch.  Conolly,  G.  S'dvertop,  Jjoha  Char^oQ. 
James  Langdale,  B.  K.  Cas>  Jo^n  Collias, 

D.  D,  La>vrence  Nihell,  t  M.  D^  .  C^ 
Butler,  Michael  Ann,.\V,.  Thropk«ipc^qp, 
T.  Uoyd,  J.  Bew,  D.  D.  R.  ButkSi.Cii. 
Fairfax,  B.  Salvin,  J,  W. ,  Westofk,.  j^il^ 
James  Whebte^.T.  Stapletoa^  Salpk  J^i4- 
dell,  George  Cary,  D.  Blount,   W*.  Cruis9» 

E.  Jeniingbam,  C.  Hornyhold,  X.  3$^^l9qa»\ 
ley,  John  Prujean,  F.  ChoJi]^Jpj^  .y^., 
Witham,  H.  Huddlestone,  F*  .J^y^iJdhn_ 
Greenbara,  M.  ,  Constable  M^w^nr^.^ 
Clifford,  R.  pookwood,  G^g€;„^)Th«s#sn 
Wright,  Kicliola^  Sejby,. A»ttu>f>y,  VWfiMr.: 
John  Wright,  T.  ;ytJ6txt^  j^n^)T,  Th«Wr.£ 
John  G3W),  imp  Ji^^^mimm>vMri\ 
ward.Whrig)^t|  J^^M^.W^Jjb^o  loi^ma  t>.  t 
'  :.•  x'^-t;-^    t  .I'^ii  bkd  ti^dT ,{:c"'L  " 
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-  '  ieHH^'ti/  'U¥  '(^imB  Frenth  :4rtjMi/     ''  ' 

•  Wfir^flW,  Jan.'^.'-^-:^^— Bre^fjJNvhas  sUlreri- 

6crtx\:    The  a\\M\^h\\&[t  Ints^  tiot  yet  be6h 

the*  ^n^^ttUbfy  «f  <!Ve  fnfiw;ai^Jrie<  bf  subsist-' 
eiioe ,'  ^r  hf  th^'  c}o^h Jng '  'hm\ '  art illery  ,y df • 
co.iie  t(yF.and.  '  ^Riiry  are;  howetet',  knb\i^ri 
to    b^    very   considei'Able      PH nee'  Jerome 
nui^  Ivave  'fri:tdt«  his  >otV\rlnt(j  the  pin ce/ 
He  «  gf^tiET  to  bt'^Jtege'  fifieg.  Schweidniti,  ' 
and  KoHel  —^Central  Victor,  commander  of 
die  lOtn  C(>rps  of  the  prmy,  has  marcjed  to 
beyte^6  Cblberg'  and  Dmifzic,  nnd  to  take 
llbMie  pinces  ■  during  the   refnv.S.ter   of  the 
vrrtter: — M:  de  Ztistrow','  Ard-de-Camp  to 
the  K^rtg  of-  Prassia;  a  wise  and  moderate 
manj  who 'had' signed  the  armistice  which 
big.  ^AMer  did  not  ratify,  was  however,  oh 
his  AWfval  at  Konigsbar^,  ap])ointed  Minister 
ibr  Fbreign  Affairs.— Oar  cavalry  is  not  far 
from  Kortigsburg*.- — I'he  Russian  army  is 
continUitog  its  mt>vement  towards  Grodno. 
We  leaf%  ttikt  irt  the  last  engagements  it  had 
a  grea*  nutiaber  of  generali  killed  and  Wound- 
ed^:-  It^feviiTces- great  drscpntents  against  the 
Emperof  of  ilussia  and  the  court.     The  sbl- 
drers  $ay,  tii^t  if  their -army  had  be^n  judged 
BtfVJ««^^enotigh  to  fight  with  advantage  against 
thi^lFrettch, "the- Emperor,  his  guards,  the 
garrisoTt  of  Petersburg;  and  the  generals  of 
ti>^  corirt,  wouM  hate  been  conducted  to  the 
army  by  th«  same   secm-lty  which   brought 
tWm  to  it  last  rear;  that  if,  on  the  contrary, 
ihfe  events  of  Atisterlitz  and  those  of  Jena 
made  it  be  thought  th?.t  the  Russians  could 
not  'Obtain  successes  against  the  French  ar- 
my, they  ought  not  to  have  been  engaged  in 
an -unequal  struggle.    They  also  say,  ••  the 
Emperor  Alexander   has  compromised  our 
glory,    ^c  had  always  beep  vanquishers; 
we  had'  establislted  ^nd  shi^ed  the  opinion 
tbdt  ^e  wire  invincible,     Thhigs  are  great- 
ly^ Ptered,    For  these  txi'o  ye^rs  past  we  have 
bewv'led'  kboirt  froi?i  the  frontiers  of  Poland 
to  Au9ti*fa,  from;  the  Dniester  to  the  Vistula, 
and-ttiadettrfaHteyery  tvhere  into  thesra-es 
of  tW  eAifcttty.'    It  IS  ditecuU  trot  to  perceive 
tliat  iSl  'thists  iD-maxiag^^.'* — Gen.  Micliel- 
jkkV  w's^ilt  in  MoWatia.     There  is  no  riews 
of  1d»'hi{i«rk;  o>arched  against  the  Turkish 
^rnSv.  wlh^eft  oebupies  Bucharest  and  Walla- 
cbw '^Th'e  lean  of'  that  war  jare  hitherto 
coiftneft  ^tO' twe  inYes^&rsr  bf  Ch(?czim  and 
Bchdbt-.;  ^' GFeaf  lie  e  taking  place 

tbAbgh.^tXikli'Ttff*  1  so  tmjik  an 

aggi^e^Jbii.-LGdtii  1  ^nt  W  ^H^ed 

froWV^Vhff'^^t'Wi  f  leiie^irbfti 

the  Emperor  (rf^Atfeiriirror  nrc  fihipJ'roma- 

poleon. Thert  bad  beca  a  great  fall  of 
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mediately  on  their  return  from  Ohlau,   to 
cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat.    But  the  Prince 
of  Pless  made  haste  to  disperse,  his  troops, 
and  made  them  return  by  detachments  into 
the  fortresses^  abandoning  in  his  flight  a  part 
of  his  artillery,  a  great  deal  of  baggage,  and 
several  horses.     He  had  a  mimber  of  men 
killed  in  this  aff/ir,  and  left  us  800  prisoners. 
— rLetters  received  from  Bucliarest  give  some 
details  concerning  the  preparations  for  war 
making  by  Barayctar  and  the  Pacha  of  Wid- 
din.    Oil  the  20th  December,  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  Turkish  army,  consisting  of 
15,000  men,  were  on  the  frontiers  of  Walla- 
chia  and  Moldavia.     The  Prince  Dolgorucky 
was  also  there  with  his  troops.    They  were 
thus  in  the  presence  of  each  other.     In  pass- 
ing  Bucharist,  the  Turkish  officers  appeared 
to  be  very  much  animated  >  they  said  to  a 
French  officer  who  was  in  that  town,  "  the 
French  shall  see  what  we  are  capable  of  5  we 
form  the  right  of  the  army  of  Poland  -,  we 
shall  shew  ourselves  worthy  to  be  praised 
by  the  Emperor  Napoleon  the  Great.**— 
Every  thing  is  in  motion  through  this  vast 
tompire  5    the  Sheiks  and  Ulemas  give  the 
impulsion,  and   every  one  flies  to  arms  in 
order  to  repel  the  most  unjust  of  aggres- 
flions.— Count  Italinsky  has  hitherto  only 
avoided  being  sent  to  the   Seven  Towers  by 
promising  that  on  the  return  of  his  messen- 
ger the  Russians  will  have  received  orders  to 
abandon  Moldavia  and  restore  Choczim  and 
Bender. 

DOMESTIC  OFFICIAL  PAPER. 

Capture  of  Alexandria.  From  the 
London  Gaxette,  Downing  Street,  May 
9,  IB07.  Concluded  from  page  g'20. 
I.  All  private  property  of  individuals,  whe- 
ther on  land,  or  embarked,  shall  be  respect- 
ed. The  religion  of  the  inhabitants,  their 
mosques,  and  their  Jaws,  shall  be  respected, 
as  well  as  their  houses  and  families. — II. The 
Commandant,  his  Excellency  Emen  Bey,  as 
well  as  the  Commandant  of  the  Marine,  Sa- 
lek  Aga,  and  Maharaet  Nairn  Eftendi,  with 
all  the  official  retinue  of  tlie  government,  the 
troops  and  the  crews  of  the  vessels,  belong- 
ing to  government,  shall  be  sent  to  a  Poit  of 
Turkey,  with  the  arms  and  baggage  of  indi- 
viduals, but  they  are  to  consider  themselves 
as  prisoners  or  war,  and  shall  not  be  en- 
gaged to  take  up  arms  against  the  British 
forces  or  their  allies  until  exchanged.— -Jif. 
The  vessels  belonging  to  government,  and 
all  public  property,  shall  be  given  up  to  the 


r-^apture  qf  Mexandria.  {^52^, 

Britisli  forces,  and  coamiissarres  shall  be 
appointed  on  both  sides  to  make  an  inven-- 
tory. — lY.  All  Ottoman  vessels  belonging 
to  individuals,  and  all  property  belonging  to 
private  subjects  of  the  Sublime  Porte,  wiuch' 
shall  be  found  within  Alexandria,  shall  be 
respected.  Such  persons  as  wish  to  remain 
in  the  country  shall  have  the  liberty  to  do 
so,  if  their  conduct  and  characters  shall  A^ke 
it  safe :  and  those  who  wish  to  depart,  may 
carry  with  them  their  properties,  and  shaJI 
be  furnished  with  passports  for  landing  ia 
any  port  of  Turkey,  which    shall  not  be 

blockaded. V.  There  shall  be  a  general 

amnesty  for  all  the  inhabitants,  nor  shall 
any  notice  \>e  taken  of  the  conduct  thej 
may  have  held  during  the  defence  of  the 
place.  —VI.  There  shall  be  no  seizure  of 
the  property  of  individuals,  if  they  shall  not 

become  enemies  of  Great  Britain. -Vll. 

The  gate,  of  Rosetta  shall  be  placed  at  night 
in  the  hands  of  the  forces  ol  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  as  well  as  Fort  Cretin  afld  Fort 
Caffarellie. — ^From  the  camp  without  the  city 
of  Alexandria,  the  20rh  March,  1 807,  or  the 
10th  of  the  month  Maharen,  of  the  year 
1222.  (Signed)  Seid  Mahambd  Naim 
Effendi.  Haio  Mahamex  Katbp.  Sie1» 
iBBABiBf  Basa.  (Signed)  Al%x.  M. 
FRAsBR,Maj.  Gen.  commanding  his  Britan- 
nic Majesty's  troops. — Ben.  Hai.lowei.i., 
Captain  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Tigre. 

(True  Copy.) 
Geobgb  Airet,  Acting  as  Secretary. 

Return  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  army 
in  the  attack  of  the  18ih  March,  I8O7,  un- 
der the  command  of  Major  General  Fraser. 
—1st  bat.  35th  reg.  2  rank  and  file,  killed ; 
1  subaltern,  1  serjeant,  4  rank  and  tile, 
wounded. -Reg.  de  Roll,  1  asiiist.int  sur- 
geon, 2  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  rank  and 
file,  wounded. — Sicilian  Volunteers,  3  rank 
and  file,  killed. — Royal  Artillery,  1  bombar- 
dier, 1  gunner,  wounded. — Total— 1  officer, 
6  rank  and  file,  killed;  I  officer,  1  serjeant, 
8  rank  and  file,  woimded. — Gbobge  Aibbt, 
Acting  Dep.  Adj.  General. 
Return  of  the  Garrison  of  Alexandria,  pre- 
vious to  its  surrender,  tlie  2 1st  March> 
1307. 

Soldiers  of  the  line,  215. — Gunners, 
44. — Sailors  and  marines,  208.— Totals  4^7. 
— Escaped  of  the  above  number>  while  Uw 
capitulation  was  pendii^,  240. — Total  pri- 
soners remaining,  227.~^-Geobge  Aiesy, 
Acting  Dep.  Adj.  General. 
[The  list  of  ordnance  will  appear  io  the  aeit 
Gazette.] 
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[PRtCE  IOd. 


S?^ 


,  •'  SiirTboinas  M'cbsicr  bavmg  reprf  seated  tJM  town  of  €oIchcsUF»ia  what  was  called  the  Pcnsionsd  Parlia- 
••  incnt'.of  Charles  U.  became  so  <Usguste4  with  the  parjiamcnotfy  depravity  of- that  body,  astotakya 
^  iT«olution  to  aban<lon  tttin  and  the  cause  9f  ii?  people  )0  ill  at  hots-,  whcr^hesavymo  possibilit.'of 
•*  either  opposing  the  clLS-^iotic  measures  of  the  court,  or  supporting  the  liberties  of  his  country.     He  ^rote, 

■  **  accdfdinily,  ft  fetter  to  his  Voti«i Worrits  on  the' ekctloh  of  the  first  parliat^cnt  of  Jatncs  II,  which  met 
**  oa  the  ils^Macclji  J^BS,  dcciiain^  Uie  xepr^sintatioti  of  a  people,  who*©  dekre|a<ed  legtslatQie  was 

_•*  canverted  ioto  a^ cagine  of.  d^svisim  ^  liic  ftorfuptmioistexs  of  an  aibttrary  king,  and  re'iuesling  them* 
*•   to  choose  another  representative  ;  he  then  ab^ntcd  himself  from  the  town  and  its  Cf^nncctions.     On  'che 
**  day  of  election,  however,  his  former  constituents,  with  a  virtue  and  manliness  of  conduct  peculiar  tor&il 

'  •*  iitdepetidejice,  resolved  to  re-elect  their  old  member,  whose  integrity  they  had  tried,  and  whtjsc  attachment 
ff  'to  the  cauwof  liberty  was  not  to  be  shakto.  Withour  solicitation,  therefore.  Or  cxpense,and  eveiv  without 
**  bis  own  actjuitsacevc,  Sir  Thotnes  W9$  «gain  deputed  the  ass^ior  of  ibeir  lights  iA  pwliiimcnt/'— — His- 

.  T9»vof  THii  Boaouotts,  Va(.  U.  p.  19,        ,  -. 
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SU^TMARY  OP  POlITfCS. 
Westmij^stbr  Election. — ^TIiis  con- 
test wns,' I  (tiotigfit,  a<  far  as  related  to  the 
choosing  ot*  *8ir  Frantls  Burdett,  a  thing 
quite  withoat  example  in  our  history  •_  but, 
as  will  be  perceived  from  the  motto  to  the 
present  sheet,  there'  is  npon  record  one 
other  instance  of  the  kind  5  and,  it  is  with 
great  satisfacrion  that  I  find  myself  in  a  sitn- 
ation  to  revhe  and  \tTdeJy  td  circulate  th« 
knowledge  of  a  fact  so  honourable  to  the 
country.  **  The  Perrnoited  Par fiament**  of 
the  Stoartl  has  ever  been  an  object  of  just 
execration.  The  jflagrant  p?rrliamen1ary  cor- 
ruptions of  those  times  were,  as  was  stated 
in  nay  first  letter  to  Mr.  Perceval,  the  great 
cause  of  those  discontents  which  finally  pro- 
duced the  rofolutidn  or  change  in  1688,  only 
three  years  previous  U>  whidi  the  above-re- 
corded instance  of  public  virtue  was  exhi- 
bited to  ibe  nation.  And,  indeed,  the  rapi- 
dity of  the  progress  was  qtrite  natuntl ;  for, 
cither  th*'  corrupiions  of  tba  parliament  must 
bai'e  been  destroyed,  or  the  people  most 
have  become,  in  person  ars  well  as  in  proper- 

'  fy,  the  slaves,  the  absolote  slaves,  of  their 
tyranpicol  and  traitorous  masters.  All  the 
fuun^and  all  the  fornis  of  freedom  and  jus- 
tice were  in  full  us»e,  the  same  as  at  any  for- 
mer period  :  but,  if  the  substance  U^as  gone  j 
if  the  House  of  Commons,  instead  of  being 
freely  chosen  by  the  people,  and  thereby  be- 
coming^ their  real-'tepresentattves  and  the 
faithful  guardians  of  their  property^  was  a 
packed  assembly,  inthe  choice  of  whom  the 

*  people  kad  no  w^  voice,  and  who,  instead 

*  *t>f  jgaarding  tliei*  prtipert}',  became  them- 
•  •  selves  tlieir-  auelledt  plnnd^ers,  never  se- 

f  iou&ty  disagreeing  in  any  thing  except  im  the, 

^  drvisiQTi  of  the  plomter  5  if;,  in  a  word,  they 

became  a  gang  of  robbers  instead  of  a  body 
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names  and  forms  of  freedom  nnd  of  justice 
except  that  of  amusing  the  people, — except 
that  of  rendering  theni  sTieut  under,  toe 
Weig-ht  of  thleir  sufferings  ?  ThLs-was  fdt 
deeply  by  the  people  of  Eh^laud,  ^  the 
time  here  referred  to;  and,  accordingly, 
when,  in  consequence  of  thftt  feeling,  they 
had  driven  the  guilty  king,  the  onensib!e 
&uthorof  their  misery  and  disgfac^,  froih  the 
throne,  and,  along  with'him,  Ms  still  rftofe 
guilty  advisers,  thef ,  includlpg  all  the  vir- 
tuous  part  «f  the  nobility,  formed  a  deter- 
mination to  guard  themselves,  iti  fature, 
against'  slmilat  evils.  They  declared,  artd 
they  caused  to  be  enacted,  that  the  princi- 
pal cause  of  their  proceeding  to  such  extremi- 
ties, was^  the  corruption  of  pjirliatnent,  and 
theyj>rovidedbylaw,  thnt,therea|]rer,iJo  man 
holding  a  place  or  pension  under  the  crown 
should  be  a  member  of  the  House  of  Cfom- 
mons.  And,  surely,  they  were'  right. 
Tiiey  wished  not  to  destroy,  but  to  preserve. 
They  had  been  lauglit,  by  experience,  that 
a  kingly  form  of  government,  limited  by 
law  as  to  the  extent  of  its  pow^r,  was  thrSt 
which  was  most  conj^^euial  to  the  terjp^i*  of 
Englishmen.  To  ihe  support  of  a  kingty 
form  of  government  tliey  regarded  an  here- 
ditary nobility,  hainng  its  root  in  distih' 
guisked  ofid  acknowledged  public  services  olid 
virtNesi'jis  essentially  necessary,  lliese, 
Jberelbrp,  they  wisely  resolved  to  matntairt  j 
but;  the^  perceived,  th:U,  if  the  king  Wfs 
rendered  absolute  by  the  means  of  a  '•  peft- 
'*  sioned  parliarhentV  th:^t,  if  by  the^e  si- 
lent means,  he  was  enabled  to  seixe  on  the?r 
property  and  to  violate  their  personal  free- 
dom, at  his  pleasure,  it  was  of  no  conse- 
quence to  them  wteher  the  names  and 
fornflis  ef  fireedom  and  justice  were  retained, 
or  abolished.  Iudt»ed,' they  secnx.XpjU^jLe 
'J)cr'ceiv«d,  that  It  w-kj,  rather .  than  «UiW- 
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wis^,  injurious  to  retain  tbera  j  for,  that, 
to  keep  up  the  use  of   those  names  and 
forms>  was  to  <]<:lude  the  people,  and  that 
it  wns  better  -that  the  despotism  should  stand 
.  open  1/ exposed  to  their  execration.     They 
$sk\v,  that  tbej  exposed  themselves  to  great 
risk  in  an  attempt  to  overthrow  the  base  ty- 
ranny byTwhich  they  tvere  oppressed  y  they 
w^renot  without  apprehensions  as  to  th^ 
consequences    of    a  struggle  against  such 
deep-rooted  corruption,  and,  as  clearly  ap- 
{>ears  from  all  the  autbehtic  documents  of 
that  critical  period,  there  wer«  not  a  few 
>st  virtuous  public  characters, 
Kjtween  their  hatred  of  the 
heir  fear  of  producing  con- 
also  had  to  encounter  the  ca- 
iatfons  of   the  innumerable 
ened  upon  the  plunder  of  the 
t  was  a  fact  not  to  be  disgui- 
lle  powers  of  the  statej  the 
of  the  state,  all  the  engines 
tid  of  punishment,  were  in 
t  tyrant  and  his  advisers,  the 
itst  movers,  even  anticipating 
i,  were  of  fearful  magnitude, 
is  before  thenj,  but.  consider- 
at  evil  of  any  sort  could  ever 
thout  somt  danger  m  the  re- 
>vise,  our  brave,  and  virtu- 
ous ancestors.  Undertake,  and,    tlirough   a 
long  series  of  struggles,  as  well  against  le- 

El  hypocrisy  as  against  lawless  power,  at 
it  arrive' at  the  time,  when  they  saw  the 
crown  of  these  realms  happily  and  safely 
placed  upon  the  heads  of  the  House  of 
Brunswick^  Where,  under  the  limitations 
io  cl^rly  settled  by  tlie  constitution,  and  so 
essential  to  the  freedom  and  happiness  of 
the  people,  eVery  good  man  must  wish  it 
to  remain  in  undisturbed  and  un maligned 
enjoymentr— ^T— From  this  digression,  into 
•which  I  have  been  led  by  reflections  arising 
from  a  perusal  of  "my  motto,  I  now  return 
to  the  recent  Westminster  Election,  to  re- 
conl'^the  principal  transactions  relating  to 
Whk;h,  and  more  especialljr  to  record  the 
principles  of  the  electors  and  the  elected, 
M  tay  'present  object.  I  shall,  therefore, 
begin  by  inserting  th6  already  published  ad- 
dresses of  Sir  Fiianx;is  BuittDBTT,  the  ac- 
count of  the  Electors'  Committee,  and 
the  addresses  of  LaRD<}ocHRAME» 

Sir  FVancis  BurdelVs  Address  to  the   Free* 
holders  of  the  County  of  Middlesex  on  the 
^  Dissolution  lif^ If athument; 

"  Gentlemen  j— After  what  has  late- 
*f  ly  passed  in  review^  before  ua,  it  is  ini- 
**._possibtetQ  shut  our  eyes  to  the  .flctualjii- 
"  tuation  of  our  country  :  and  a«  impossi- 
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ble  to  imagine  that  ^ny  efbrts  of  ours 
can^  this  time  procure 'redress.— Lord 
Melville,  Mrlth  bis  associates  add  abettors, 
under  the  prrtence  of  Lbyilty  y  and  the 
leaders  of  the  Whtgs,  under  fbe  pre- 
tence of  the  Constitution  j  imd  Ac  lead- 
ers o{  theCJatholtcs,  under  the  |ireteoce 
of  Religion,  me  all  •  tjridetiM^  strh^iog 
for  one  and  the  same  dbject*— a  ^hare  of 
the  cpmmon  spoil.  Whilst  the  whole- 
some Power  of  the  Orown,  the  fair  Li- 
berty of  the  Snbj^,  and  ther^l  inter-* 
est  of  any  Religion,'  are  all  sacrificed  to 
the  common  object*— Plunder .-*^f  *  the 
rights  of  the  Pfeople  at  large,^and  of  tb«r 
welfare  and  independence^  not  it  sylla- 
ble is  even  whispered  by  any  bf  theso 
factions :  and  any  attempt  by  others  to 
bring  the  People  or  therr  Ihtere^  )ato 
consideration,  is  stigmatised  "as treasbii.— 
In  this  desperate  situation  cff  Our'  adairs 
(for  such  I  dsteem  it)  I  carrnot  cottsent  to 
becodae'a  candidate  ^r  any  seat  in  Parlia- 
ment.—With  the  omnipotent  thbans  of 
corruption  in  the  power  ibf  oiimpoilers, 
all  struggle  is  yaiii^  We  hiu^ wait  for 
our  redress  and  regeneration  till  torrup-  . 
tion  shall  have  exhausted  the  ni^ns  of 
corruption  ;  and  1  do  not  believe  that  pe- 
riod very  distatit,  the  present -n^inistert 
being  mostllkely  to  be  our  besf  friends 
by  hastening  it.— Till  that  time  shall  ar- 
rive, I  beg  leave  ip  retire  from  all  parlia- 
mentary service  j  without  the  le^  alxite* 
ment  of  zeal  for  the  rights  and '  fiberties 
of  my  countrymen,  to  which  I  will  al- 
ways be  ready  to  sacrifice  niy  own  inter- 
ests, in  any  manner,  whenevet  there 
shall  appear  the  smallest  prospect  of  suc- 
cess.— 1  am,'  Gentlemen,  with  respect 
and  griatitude^  Your  faithful  jS^rvant, 
Francis  Burdbtt/' ^AprU  23,  I8O7. 


Proceedings  of  the  Committee  for  conducting 
Sir  Fra7icls  BurdetCs  Election. 

"The  committee  appointed  by Ytwi  to 
"  conduct  the  election  of  Sir  Francis  J|ur- 
"  detti  having  fc^nd,  with  griit  pleolare, 
*'  that  you  have  given  the  cocinltkUifi^dnd 
''  support  of  your  vote  to  the  norafindticia  of 
**  that  illustrious  frien^  to  his  country^  b^ 
**  leave  to  congratula|e  you  on  the  success 
'<^  oiyour  exertions  in  ^  the  oaufi6of^  libiky, 
"  and  to  present  yoi(  with  the  £[>llowiDg 
'^  Report.— i—SAMUEiBEooK«^  Chair 

'' --Britannia  CoJ'ee-ho^h^^i^h 

"  18Q7/* 

'^  Britannia^  Coffeehouse^  Cm^eni 
'*  Garden^.  73d  May,  J807.: 
IL  At  a  meeting  of  the  ikmunittee  appointed 

"  by  tho\Eloctors  of  Wci^minsfier  to  coa* 
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..,^  .?/44ip^^tl^Telc^pa,<?dr.SirFranai8  Bur-  . 
.,^  t    "  di?U,.B;^iftj..,J\ir-  Samuel Bi'ool^s,  uTthc 

i '  ^  :r  *'  -^i^  P**  iho^e  who  ar^  j),aluraUy  the 
.  .f,  'ti^emjjgj,  of /re«H»"*  ^^  election^  have  eii^ 
■ ,  jf' \4eaviHired  tp  .misreprcseut  t|i«  ^ircuhi- 
^i|la^ces  oiider  which  wjrs  luniertakon  the 


.  ,*'n,enjteT4>rlse  that -has  led  to  the  glorious  re-r 

,  .J  5  .V^lf*  i^i  ^^6  purpose  of  celebratiug  which 

,   '*.,yip  ^r^,  with   other  friends  of  purity  of 

.;  */'  election,  «ibg«i)t  to  be  asiumbled,  it  \&  ne- 

.,  '*  cpWry  lUat  w^  roake  a  record  U  those 

«.  *'  pUpfjnutaiices,  and  aWo  of  the  piogreiJS  of 

.  ^;.  *'  our  eflfbirts,'  together  with  a  Declaration  of 

1."  J tjie  principles  by  which  we  have  been, 

",  ^(\.^\\\  SLi:^»ctiXQit(i. — We  therefore  De- 

',;^  V  iPlar^,r-l,  That,  pu  the  29ih  day  of  April, 

,    '/..^depu^tioo  pfihc  fret?  and  independent 

-..  ".4jl^fi;i,ojq8  of  .the  city  an4  liberties  ol  West- 

"  ^aAiniifiT^.xt^^rdin^  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 

.    "  Bart.  a4  the  noan  4Jstiugui:»hed  above  all 

.'%pt^r|5.  for  piibiic  virtue,  and  haying  wit- 

."  ^ness^4  i^  l^tigf,  arduous,  and  disiniecested 

.    ''  ^pdeavoura^.to  cavise  io.be  restored  to  the 

*  .'*  p^pie  oi  JEn§land  tJiose  rights  and  Uber- 
V  ti«6,  tbats^uri^y  for  person  and  property, 

^   .'*>vhicli  their  forefatliers  enjoyed,  applied 

*  '*  to.  hi^  to  b<cbnie  a  caiididiiie,  for  their 
, ,  *'  cit^%  at  thp  then  ensuing  election. II. 

,  *•  That^to  tliis  application^ Sir  Francis  Bur-' 
.  *'  ^GtX  finswered,,  *'  That  he  thought  it  in;- 

,  "  possible  for  him  to  render  any  service  to 

, . . "  the  electors  or  to  the  country,  and  that  to 
"  l)ecpine  a  candidate  under  such  circum- 
".  stances'  Was  only  to  aid  in  the  delusion." 
"  -That  the  deputation  then  asked  Sir  Frao- 

.   "  cis,  "  Whether,  if  elected  without  his  in-  . 

.,  **  t^rference,  he  would' accept  the  se.it,  and 
'^  attend  his  .  duty  in  .  Parliament  ?"  To 
*'  which  he  replied,  *'  Certainly,  this  is  the 
*'  right  w^y  ;<elect(|rs  ought  to  seek  repre- 
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wliich    it    appears    that  335 1 
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"  From    wliich    it 
*'  elector*  have  given   single  votei  at  this 
*'  election;  that  527I  electors  have  given 
■  *'  double  votes,  making  together 8022  elet- 
*'  torspoUed  at  this  election,  and  that  Jn  spite 
"  of  all  the' weight  of  power,  of  andue  and 
''corrupt  influence^  and  pf  a  calumniating 
"hired  daily  press.  Sir  Francis  Burdett  has 
"  received  as  many  single  votes  (wifhin  7) 
*^  as  ALL  the  other  candidate*  put  together  — 
*'  ViL    That  this  result,  while  it  is  grati- 
"  fyinff  in  itself,  is  still  mo^e  so,  when  ac- 
**■  companied  with  reflections  on  that  state  of 
"  things,  when  the  doctors  of  Westminster, 
'*  attached   to  Names^    and   inattentive  to 
•*  Prhi  iples^  became  the  mere  instruments 
*'  of  the  treasury,  and  of  the  great- Arisio- 
**  cratical   Families,  who,  by  an  amicable 
"  compromise,  each  put  in  a  member  j  and 
*'  thus,  as  to  all  practical  J)urposes  connect- 
*'  ed  with  the  elective  franchise,  had  reduc- 
'*  ed  this  great  and  enlightened  city  to  a 
"  level  with  the  rottenest  of  the  numerous 
''  rotten  boroughs.— VIII.    That,  as  to  our 
"  Principles,  th«y  are  those  of  the  constilu- 
"  tion  of  England,  and  none  otlier )  that  it 
*'  is  declared  by  the  Bill  of  Rights,  that  one 
♦*  of  the  crimes  for  which  the  tyrant  James 
"  was  driven  from  the  thron®,  was  interfe- 
*'  ring,  by  his  ministers,  in  the  election  ef 
*'  members  of   parliament  5    that,  by    the 
''  same?  great  standard  of  our  liberties,  it 
^'  is  dekired,  that    the  election  of    mem- 
*'  bcrs    of  parliament  ought  to  be  free; 
*'  that,  by  the  act  which  transferred  the 
*'  crown  of  this  kingdom  from  the  heads  of 
*'  the  house  of  Stuart  to  the  heads  of  the 
*'.house  of  Brunswick,  it. is  provided,  that 
*'  for  the  better  securing  of  the  liberties  of 
*•  the  subject,  no  person  holding  a  place  or 
*^  pension  under  the  crown  shall  be  a  mem- 
'*  ber  of  the  house  of  commons  ;  that  these 
*'  are  our  principles;  and  that,  as  we  are 
'*'  convinced,  that  all  the  notorious  pecula- 
*'  tion,  that  all  the  prodigal  waste  of  the 
"  public  paoncy,    that    aU  the  mtolerable 
"burthens  and  vexatioas  therefrom  arising, 
*'  that  all  the  oppression  from  within  and  all 
"  the  danger  from  without,  proceed  from  a 
**  total  abandonment  of  these  great  constitu- 
'^  tional  principles,  we  hold  it  to  be  our 
**  bounden  duty  to  use  all  the  legal  means  in 
•'  oi;r  power,  collectively  and  individually, 
"  to  restore  those  principles  ta  practice. 
^  IX.    That  though  we  are  folly  convinced, 
*'  that,  as   the  natural   consequence  of  the 
*•  measures    pursued  for    the  last  sixteen 
*'  years,  our  country  is  threatened  with  im- 
f,  minent  ^danger  from  the  foe  which  Eng- 
'•'  lishmen  onee  dfi&i2g>t(hiritf>^  t&at,  though 
'^  we  trust  thej^ras^HRphtta  v>^^  who 
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*',  would  not  firedy  lay  down  his  life  to  pre- 
''  servethe  independence  of  his  country,  yet 
*'  we  hesitate  not  to  declare,  iliat  we  see  no 
''  danger  to  tis  so  great,  no-scourge  so  much. 
',  to  be  dreaded,  as  a  packed  and  cbrnipt 
*;  hbuse  of  commons,  wh^  votes,  not  less 
".  nierciless,  and  more  insulting,  than  a 
'^  conqueror's  edict-.,  Wi.uld  bereave  us  of  all 
"  that  repders  country  dear,  arid  Ufis?  worth 
"  preserving ;  and  that,  too,  Wnder  the 
"  names  and  forms  of  law  and  justice, — 
"  under  those  very  names,  and  those  very 
"  forms,  which  yieldeil  security  to  tlie 
*'  persons  and  prv)perty  of  our  forefathers. 
"  X.  That  in  choosing  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
'*  dett  as  our  representative  and  steward, 
*'  we  have,  as  far  as  rested  with  us,  taken 
'*  care  to  prevent  the  existence  of  such  a 
"  house  "of  commons  3  tliat  *  we  tmst  our 
"  example  will,  when  occasion  Serves, 
*'  have  due  weight  with  electors  in  ge- 
"  neral  -,  and  that,  by  our  unifed  >xcr- 
"  tions,  th e  blessings <)f  the  constitution  will 
*'  be  restored,  the  just  prerogatives  of  the 
"  crown,  as  limited  by  law,  secured  ;  an- 
"  cient  and  well-earned  nobility  supported, 
*^  and  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people 
"  established  upon  solid  foundations  ■ 
"  XL  That  this  declaration  be  signed  by  the 
*'  chairman  of  the  committee;  and  that  they 
"  bepublished. — (Signed)  Samuel  Baoojls, 
"  chairman.*' 

Cmwn  and  Anchor  Tavern,  Strand, 
23d  May,  18:)/. 

''At  a  numerous  meeting  of  the  friends 
"  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  bart.,  convened  by 
"  advertisement  to  celebrate  his  election  for 
"  Westminster,  Joseph  Clayton  Jennings, 
'*  Esq.  in  the  chair  : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  com- 
''  mittpe,  appointed  to  conduct  the  election 
*'  of  Sir  Francis  Bardctt  be  read. — It  was 
"  accordingly  read. — Resolved  unanimously, 
"  that  this  meeting  agrees  with  the  commit- 
'*  tee  for  conducting  the  election  of  Sir 
"  Francis  Burdett,  in  the  dctlaralion  read 
*'  to  them  from  the  chair  -,  that  they  concur 
"  in  the  great  conuituiional  points  on  wfaicb 
"  the  committee  has  founded  its  conduct; 
"  and  that  they  beg  the  committee  to  accept 
"  their  sincerest  thinks  for  the  comrounica- 
'*  tion.—  Resolved  imanimously,  liiat  an 
''anniversary  of  the  glorious  triumph  of  the 
"  electors  ot  Westminster,  by  tlie  election 
"of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  be  held  dt  Uiia^ 
"  house  on  the  a3d  day  of^ay. — (Signed) 
"  J.  Clayton  Jennings,  chairman. — -Re- 
^'  soUed  unanimously^  thai  the  thanks  of 
*'  this  meeting  heaven  to  Mr.  Jennings^ 
"  for  Vis  diiicreet^  fplrited^  and'^able  con« 
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**  duct  during  the  e]ectiqn.-r(Sigoed)  Wii. 

**    LIAU  Joj»ES  B.URDETT." 
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Sir  Fi  andi  Burdetfs  Address  to  the  Electors 
of  irtstminster,  after  the  Election. 
*'  Gentlemea; — next  to  the  consciousness 
*\  of  endearoaring  sincerely  to  serve  my  coun- 
**  try,  nothing  can  be  more  pleasing  to  my 
*'  mindthap  the  pnblicapprobatibnofmyen- 
"  deavour*.  Accept  ray  grateful  thanks. — ^At 
♦*  the  same  time  forgive  .me  for  feeling  some- 
''^  thing  like  despair  of  any  good  lo  the 
"  couniryj  whilst  f  see  the  regular  expence^ 
''  of*  corruption  greatly  exceed  all  the  ex- 
"  pences  necessary  f<irany  war,  which  we 
"  cau  b<^  jusiificd  in  pursuing:  whilst  I  sea 
'^  auempts  to  delude  the  public  mind,  by 
**  COMPARATIVELY  petty  and  insignificant 
"  inipiiries  iiito  what  is  termed  Pecula- 
*'  Ti»)N  ;  whilst  those  inquirers  themselves 
\'  th^nk  it  not  dishonourable  to  seize  grcedi- 
'*  ly  every  opnortunity  of  enriching  them- 
'*  selves  out  of  the  public  spoil,  by  any  Dther 
"  means  not  termed  by  them  Peculation. 
"  — Such  wretched  nations  of  public  hoooc 
**  and  honesty  can  afford  no  signal  benefit  to 
*'  the  public,  n»r  can  give  us  any  suitable 
"  redress.  They  appear  to  me  to  resemble 
"  the  notion  of  chastity  entertained  by  the 
''  prostitute,  who  boldly  challenged  any 
"  one  to  say,  that  she  ever  went  out  of 
'*  the  regiment.  According  to  them,  all 
•  *^  within  the  regiment,  all  within  the  Rep 
•/  Book,  is 'honourable  and  virtuous.  And 
"  they  iB-«uU  us  by  declaring  that  they  have 
"  as  good  a  tiue  by  the  Red  Book,  as  any 
"  of  the  people  can  have  to  the  fruits  of 
*'  their  industry,  or  to  the  inheritance  of 
*'  their  ancestors;  from  which  industry, 
^'  and  from  which  inheritance,  be  it  re- 
''  membered,  and  frona  theni  alone,  the 
"  Red  Book. itself  takes  every  thuig  that 
"  it  has  to  bi\stow.  So  that  they  pretend  as 
'*  good  a  right  to  all  ^vhich  they  can  contrive 
*'  lo  take  from  us,  as  we  have  to  the  re- 
"  miinder— »tdl  they  can  take  that  too.-— 
*'  Gentlemen,  figure  to  yourselves  a  gang  of 
".robbers  combined  to  J)l  under  the  peacea- 
^  ble  and  industrious  inhabitants  of  several 
"  surrpuiiding  parishes j  and  agreeing  a- 
"  mongst  themselves  to  share  the  booty  in 
''  such  dlffetent  proportions  as  the  leader  of 
•'  the  gang  shall  appoint  to  each.^  From 
"time  to  time  it  will  happen  that  some 
*^  thieff  or  ot|ier  amongst  them  will  purloin 
*<  a  part  of  tlie  booty,  and,clandes.tinelyap- 
*^  propriate  to  himself  more  tlian*  his  ap- 
"  pt .luted  share.  The  purloiner  is  detect- 
*'  ed :  and  the  gang  with  open  moulfes  ex- 
'^'^  claitn  against  the  atrocity  of  cheating — 
1!  fhere^tment ;  the' only  crime  tf  the  kind 


"  which  thry  acknowledge  to  be  so.  Would 
'*  it  not  be  ridiculous  in  these  plundered  pa- 
''  fishes  to*  take  any  part  in  such  a  dispute  j  ' 
*'  antl  to  divide  thcai-^elves  into  strong  par- 
"  ties  for  the  accusers  or  the  accU'ied  ? 
"  As  long  as  I  he  thieves  in  common  take  all 
'*  they  can  seize,  what  is  it  to  th«  plunder- 
*'  ed  people  who  share  the  Iwoty  ?  how  they 
"  sliare  it  ?  and  in  what  proportions?  Ought 
"  they  not  rather  to  destroy  the  g2i\i  and 
"  abolish  the  combination  ? — Such  is  my 
*'  conception  of  the  different  cbrrupt  mi- 
*'  nisters  we  have  seen,  and  their  corrupt 
"  adherents.  And  unless  the  public  with  an 
'^  united  voice,  shall  loudly  pronounce  the 
'^  abolition  of  the  whole  of  the  present 
"  SYSTEM  OF  CORRUPTION,  Tmust 
"  still  continue  to  despair  of  my  country.-^ 
'*'  You,  Gentlemen,  hy  this  unparalleled 
"  election,  have  loudly  pronounced  your 
^'  sentiments.  M^y  your  voice  be  echoed 
"  through  the  land. — In  the  irie^^n  tmie, 
"  though  an  individual  is  almbst  ^s  nothing 
''  in  the  scale,  I  will  carry  with  me  your 
"  sentiments  into  the  House  of  Commons. 
"  And  I  assure  you  that  no  rational  endea- 
j^  ''  vonrs  of  mine  shjll  be  omitted  to  restore 
^  *'  to  my  countrymen  the  undisturbed  en- 
'*  joyment  of  the  fair  fruits  of  their  industry  j 
" .  to  tear  out  the  accursed  leaves  of  that  scan- 
"  dalo'is  Red  Book,-  and  to  bring  back 
"  mt  n's  minds  to  the  almost  forgotten  no- 
"  tions  of  the  sacrednes*?  of  private  property; 
"  which  ought  no  lonjer  to  be  transferred 
"  from  the  legitimate  possessors  by  thJscor- 
"  rupt  votes  of  venal  and  mercenary  com- 
"  binations — I  will  continue.  Gentlemen,, 
*'  disinterestedly  faitliful  to  the  interests  of 
*'  my  country  j  and  endeavour  to  prove 
'*  myself  your  zealous  representative.—— 
"  Francis  Burdett.     May  23d.  I8O7." 

Lord  Cochrane' i  First  Address  to  the  Electors 
of  JVcstminsler, 
'*  Gentlemen, 
*'  An  explicit  declaration  of  the  prihciplei 
^  of  every  Candidate  for  the  Siiftrages  of 
"  free  People,  is  indispensable  to  the  fi*ee- 
"' dom  of  Election.  The  Electors  should 
"  be  aware  of  the  line  of  conduct  intended 
*'  to  be  pursued,  in  order  that  they  may  at 
''  once  approve  or  reject  the  Candidate; 
*'  having  deliberately  weighed  his  character, 
"and  considered  the  probability  of  his  for - 
*'  fciiiug  the  solemn  pledge  he  gives- to  hia 
"' countiy, — I  shall  be  atj  brief  as  pos^ble 
*'  in  the  declaration  of  my  principles.  Mea- 
*'  sures  favourable  to  Hhe  interests  of  the 
''country  I  will  s"t2pport,  let  them  be  < 
''  brought  foi-ward  by  whom  tlicy  i-nny; 
''  liioic  tioitilCj  or  urjed  by  facUous  mo- 
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'  atlvntitagt},  or  dr tad  of  injury. — I  am  not 
'  one  oltbcw©  who  ^are  of  opinion  thaj:  per- 
'  sttiis  »hotiJjd  withdraw  from  the  seivjce 
'  Ql'tlieircouBlry  in  4€;spair.  Meii  actuat- 
'  ed  by  the  dictates  of  conscience,  who 
'  scqm  to.  bp  ranked  among  the  great  pau- 
'  para  o(  the  nation,  and  by  sinecures  and 
iimnoritedpenftinnauj  drain  the  resources 
ofih-^r  coUiitrY,  may  do  much  good, 
ewn  \i  tlieir  abthiies  ai*e  small.  Sophis- 
try ia  not  i\;qUir^  to  prove  a  truth  :  *u  )- 
tk  arguments  .may  be  used  to  estaulisl^ 
■  tfeerererae.  U  it  absolutely  impractica- 
hlt  that  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Com- 
rpoofl  caft  pvursue  a  line  of  conduct  wholly 
'  iodepesidanl  ?  Jt  ha^  been  said  that  a 
niaji  wiio'  does  not  link  himself  to  the; 
ohatns  of  aotro  party  is  a  mere  cypher  in 
'  that  H^«Be ;  that  tlie  rpeasures  he  nwy^  , 
pi'opose  ^(hpw^ver. beneficial)  will  be  re- 
jected Jb^y,  both,,  beca-ttse,  they  do  not  ori- 
gidate  witb:T  eiiher^  Let^  V$  ^^P^  ^^^ 
ihi^s  iwtiihe  case,— ♦  An  important  appeal 
tK'Mubis  cri^if*  mede.to  the  country.  an4 
'  the:  wliole  hoiy  of  El^tors  of  t^e  United 
Kingdom.  wQ^t  decide^  On  a  late  oc^a 
isoa.  I'gav^  a- vote  against  an  abstract 
)ira|)ositiQn^  beoajuse  I  viewed  it  in  its 
amSfqdenceB.  It  tended  to  throw  o, 
l>lame,  where  no  blame  was  due.  It 
'  WAS  coiMie^ed  with  an  approval  of  the 
Cjtholic  Bill*  which  I  considered  not 
ooly  inadf?quate  to  its  purpase,  but  pro- 
dttctivw  of  religious  dissentions  in  the  na- 
f.'il  aervice,  to  which  my  attention  has 
bflcn  <4eYoted,  What  would  be  the  sitaa- 
tih>n  of  our  country,  with  a  ^'atijolic  dispo- 
ser of  our  cQinmrssions  and  rewards  ? 
{{ehgious  nK)tii^es  are  more  powerful  than 
ojlmr  motives .  in  judging  from  what 
haiapa^ed,  I  did  dread  the  future  These, 
Gentlemen,  were  the  reasons  for  the- con- 
duct i  pur^uetl,— not  a  deficiency  of  zi?al 
hr  pur  fellovir  subjects  of  the  Catholic 
pwrsnasion.— GentJenien,  I  unequiv(H:ally 
avow  my  Intoncioa  to  stand  unconnected 
with  any  of  the  Candidates  who  have 
declated  thejniielves.  It  is  not  a  seat  in 
fiariimnent  that  1  ttm  desirous  to  obUiin  j 
ki*  the  drstinguished  hpnov^r  of  represen- 
ting, your  popular  City,  elected  by  the 
rolea  of  .unbiassed  freemen, .  having  ccn- 
ftdence  in.  the  man  they  send  to  Parlia- 
ihent*^ — My  professional .  life  maybe 
kiiQvvn  to.,sonie  of.  you,  and  I  ^m  aware 
tbit%  it  jw*  been  objected,  tliat  a.  Naval 
i))iiicexJiAble  to  beicall^dfronx  his  consti- 
l«e.nM'Js  unfit  |^  stiend  to  their  interests, 
t»iid  \ia  '.perform,  W  duty.  in.Parlian?ent. 
1Vi  thia  J  nnsw^r ^if hoLit  ,i^. requisite  tl^ure 
should  be  in  the  House  of 'C!ioinnions  f  ii 


"  professional  men  as  weil  as  dtlierti  in-   ^■ 
"  order  that  inibrmatiori  may  be  giVieii  orf  J^ 
**  matters  frequently  the  subject  of  discoi-   '^ 
''  sion,  by  thos^  who  fioni  actual  senrHrfe,  '*^'' 
"  and  recent  impressions,  can*  ghe  cotfecf  ^^ 
"  intelligence;  and  ran>werah6,  thai  mie^  '^ 
"  zealoqs  in  the  performance  of  h'b  dot)',     - 
"  may  be  of  more  real  service  id  his'cduh^'; 
•'  try,  than  a  Member  who  (though  dltrtiys  /• 
"  on  th^  spot)  is  devoted  to  bi5J)fitatC  oc-  '-/ 
"  cupatlons. —  Rest    assured,    Gcntlefnen,     ' 
*'  that  if  1  sfiou!d  be  so  fortunate^  as  to  sbc-    '^ 
*'  ceed  in  attaining  my  object,  you  w?H'fittdr^7 
'•  that.  I  have  not  made  professions  witfiouV  ' 
"  a  full   intention     to    perform    tbem'.--I' 
*'  shatl  not  willingly  be  deficient  in  the  pcr- 
*'  sonal  respect  I  leel  most  anxious  to  shew 
"  to  you   individually,   by   soHcitirtg  your /' 
"  Votes  and  Interest  in  my  fiivonr,  as  fiir  *• 
"  as  it  is  in   my  power.     Your  liberalhy    ' 
"  will  induce  you  to  attribute  any  omiswbn 
•*  tothedifiicultiesl  mustencomiterj  which,  '^ 
"  I  am  confident,  will  l>c  overcome  by  tha^ 
"  independant  spirit  that  has  ever  chiractar- 
"  ised   the  City  of  Westminster-     Ihav^-' 
'^  the  honor  to   be.  Gentlemen,  with  llie 
"  greatest  rispect,  Arc.  CotnnxNE..  ""i/tfr-' 
"  ley-Streei,  Jpnl29,  isO^r  ■'     •/ 

Lord  Cochrane  s  Address  t9  ike  Ehdom  rf  e 
WeslmvMier  ^fter  the  Elecim.  # 

"Gentlemen, — Unknown  to  you  asl  ^lik  ' 
hut  only  a  few  days  ago,  and  decei**^  at   • 
you  have  been  by  the  professions  of  "tearty, 
with  whose  very  hearts  you  thought  your- 
selves acquainted,  it  would  be  too  ihtlth  ia 
me  to  presume  th.it  yoUr  minds  are<J6»te 
free  from  apprehensions  with  regard  to«i«y 
motives  ;  and  if  the  time  were  more  dhtant 
when  these  motives  inust  be  developed,  tWs 
reflection  would,  I  confess,  leave  gr^at  un- 
easiness on   my  mind.     Bnt,  Genflendciij,' 
those  motive?  must,  If  I  live  but  a   Very 
short  time,  be  rendered  manifest,  and  'tn 
the  prospect  of  that  manifesiationf,  T  wait 
with  perfect  confidence  of  being  .'firmly  es- 
tiblished  in  your  esteem,  whidh  1  t»lue  far 
beyond  any  thing  iliat  can  be  bestowed.—'  ' 
Did  I  consider  great  oratorical  talentt  as  he*   ' 
ing  lndispensil)ly  necessary  in  ^  Member  of 
ParlTament,    1    certainly    shonld  not  hai*' 
sought  a  seat'  In   that  Assembly  ;1>uV*  fW  ' 
observation  of  my  life  has  connncetf  me,^  "^ 
that  the  public  evils  which  I  wish  toVec're* 
medied,    proceed  niore  froirt  *the  wint  of 
hitegrit),,  thaii  from  the  want'  of  trfcht^oT 
any  sbrt  i'  and   still  more  f>qm  thfe  Wnf  ^ 
that  m(»der»ii.iou  of.iiniiiid;  wli?th' teat?life4' if 
O^an  to  co^itcnt  hiip^df  U|lHy  lWle/<«H!b* 
^f  weaitt  or  powQrj^\an4"  "v^i-'h^if^ffjerf  * 
^iru    pi  oof  'a;^niiut    thust  '  bfafidiilitttcirti  '' 
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and  intrigqes,  that  ba^c^by  degree^  corrupt- 
ed so,  njany  honest  he?irts  to  me  core';- 

No  two^ipen,  of  independe'iit  minds,  ever 
yet  were  ,fo\ind  to  be  in  eiacC  coincidence 
upoa  ,^very  point  adoiittiBg  oif  discussion  ) 
and^,, therefore,  Gentlemen,  you,  wiio'have 
given  proof  of  ^o  much  eood  sense  and  In- 
depcQdf^ce  of  sprritj  will  not  be  surprized, 
\f,  95  tQ.^ome  matters^  my  sentiments,  and 
of  course  my  vote  may  be  found  opposite  to 
that  of  my  colleague  5  nor  cab  I,  from  my 
precept  comparative  unacquaintance  witli 
parlsa^ieQtary  concerns,  promise  that  my 
exertioJM  ^Nvilj  be,  in  their  effect,  equal*  to 
his  J  hut,  this  I  promise  you.  Gentlemen, 
that,  in  whatever  relates  to  the  preventing 
of  a  .5^aste  of  the  public  money,  in  what- 
crer  relate*  to  a  restoration  of  the  blessings 
of  tlv2  ^constitution,  and  particularly  those 
connected  with  the  freedom  of  election, 
(which  I  trust  on  this  occasion  has  been 
preserved),  and  the  consequent  purity  and 
independience  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
y6u  filiall,  find  rae^  in  point  of  endeavour  at 
'least,-  not  inferior  to  any  member  that  ever 
ha-v  had^  ror  ever  will  Ixave,  a  seat  in  that 
HojiS€u»— With  a  due  $euse'  of  the  important 
duly  imposed  upon  me,  wi^th  a  firm  resolu- 
tion coclsclentioijsly  to  discharge  that  duty, 
and  with  an  anxious  hope  that  I  shall  be 
able  in  sortie  degree  10  contribute  towards 
ynur  prosperity  and  happiness,  and  the  good 
of  ipy  country,  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Geutlemeo,  your  devoted  humble  servant* 
CocHKANK,   Harl^  street.  May  23,  ISO;," 


^  Thf?  fir^t  obsen'ation  i>iat  it  is  necessary 
to  make^  ii^t  that  Mr.  Elliott  deciined  the 
conit^^t  on  the  eleventh  day  5  and  that  Mr. 
Paull  in  fact,  cj^clined  it  on  tlie  second, 
though' his  friends  kept  the  poll  open  until 

the  ^ixl,h  day. -That  any  thiqg  sliould 

have  happened  to  prevent  Mr.  Paull's  sharing 
in  the  triumph  with  Sir  Francis  Biirdett,  f 
laipent,  and  roust  always  lament  j  but,  with 
thqexjceptiofi  of  certain  hasty  expressions, 
the 4^ Wai  effect  of  thos^  passions  which, 
for  ,^  tinoe*  overcome  reason  and  justice, 
the  Conupittee  of  the  Electors,  are  entltred 
to  tt^  higc^t  degree  of  praise  that  la hgg age 
pan  bestow ;  and,  th^  Commifce^  of  '^r, 
Paull  deserve  equal  praise,  e;ccept  in  what 
related  to  their  liayin£  endeavoured  to  pre^ 
vent  the  election  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett  5  in 
which,  as  it  was  an  endeavour  to  gratify 
Ih^jr  pergonal  revenue  at  the  expenBe  of  the 
public  cause^  ^they  caii  never  be  Justified, 
an  ^n4^VQpr;,^hpwever',"  which  I  never,  for 
a  won^ent,, jmpute4  tp  Mr.  Paull  himself.  At 
any  rafce^suppOjsingi^i-fect reconciliation ,^<^he-  ■ 
thiw;  bietween  .tl)p  pnricfpals  or  iheir  fri^^^^  "' 
^i^]ff^PP^%t  ,|_^^<?pi  to  sefe  no  att^nlpls 


:  "« 


made  to  widen  the  breach,',and  to  render  that 
impossible  which  is  trow  dtily  irAprbbable. 
h  is  verv  easy  ^p  be  jwtriodc  where  there 
is  no  feeling  to  subdue,  no  interett  to  lacri* 
fic8  •  bur,  if  a  man  would  Convince  me  of 
his  real  love  to  hi^  conntry,  hempttgiva 
me  such  proofs  of  love  as  are' expected  and' 
required  In  private  life;  nimely,  a  wilK«g* 
ness  and  a  readiness  to  yieJd,-  tt>  forbear, 
and  to  forgive ;  for,  where  thc»e  are  not  la 
be  found,  there  nwy  be  a  love  of -self-gratt* 
fication,  but  there  can  be  none  bf  any  otter 
sort.     Attempts  have  been  niade;  not  by  the 
principals  theths^lves,  nor,  indeed,  by  tin f 
known  beater,  of  their  wishes,  t»  induce 
me  to  take  a  part  in  tiie  quarrel ;  ^ut  this  1, 
from  the. first,  resolved  not  to  do;  and,  ' 
though  it  should  be  out  of  my  power  to. 
prevent  it,  I  am  itf>n)0Teably  determined, 
that,  if  the  quarrel  be  to  be  revived  and  perpe*^ 
tuated,  the  fault  shall  in  no  degree,  be  mine* 
I   was  not  d  parfy    in  its  i>rigin,  and  i 
will  be  no  party  in  its  continuati^.-r-**' 
Leaving-  this  quarrel^,    v/sver  more  t«  bf; 
mentioned     by   roe,     I    shall    ti&tr  pro«- 
ceed  to  make  soni«  rem^ks  upon  the  iinls* 
and  malignant  interpretation,  vrh^itk  hast 
by  the  hireling  prints,  been  given  t6  Bit 
Francis  Bnrdett's  last  address,  takiBg#  as  a 
sufficient   specimen,   a  ptfrdgtaf^  ia^  tbf 
Morning  Post  of  the  27th- instant.     *f  It  it 
"  now  understood,  that  Me  chairing  of^ 
"  Francis  Burdett  is  to  tak^  pkct  on  iiie 
"  {faff   of  the  meeting  of  parmment,   ani 
*'  that  as  a  further  insult,  he  is  to  be  cm* 
"  veyed  in  triumph,   by  the  mob,  to  the 
'*  Grand  Council  of  that   Nation,   wihicb 
'*  in  his- cowardice  andkts  treason  1  be  wish-iJ 
ed  to  lay  at  the  Ibet  of  a  foreijtt  invader, 
and  ^^ose-  envied  consfJtution  be  now 
*'  cafls  ut)on  the  jieople  to  destroy*    It  will^ 
*''  however,  be  a  qnes^ion  for  parliarocf&tto 
f  decide,  u'helker  aTnan  tf/sifiskprincipiesg 
"U'ho  hm  at  length' thfwt*n  tff  ihedelitmi 
."  wash  of  patriotism,  afti  present  etl  himnif 
"  in  tte  undhgnhed^  th^acter  of  n  Revokt* 
"  tionaryDiinagogiie,  be  a  fk  andprtp0f 
f'  person  to  ocvpy  a  seat  tn  thegnesti  Cov^ 
"  stitutional  Council  ttf  the  British  Bmpire^ 
"  Certain   it  is,    ihtit  tbp  reonds  '0t'  the 
**  House  of  Commons  afford  many  exikra* 
"  pies  of  persons  heing  erpetfedike  Sen&t9 
^'  for     offences      comparatively     harmless 
"  and  insignificnrit,  and  in  imes,  too,  mkfrt' 
"  Europe  H'as  tmdisturbed^ty  the  maddnae^ 
*'  tions  ff  th^iPoi'H  descripliitn  of  mankind^ 
"  aud'  Great  'Britain  emoy^  an  envjaWn 
"  Stat^of  traniquillfiy,  whith  th*  dieslgns  6f 
"the    widk^    al^be  haVe  Wen  able  tA 
inferrnpt.^  To  tfni  quesiicii,'^$hait'pro^ 
b^ify  eheUong,  Ve  inhu^'^ia  Jftrh  ow 
"  serhiuiWekfioii,^ In  tte^iiclw.ttotu 
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**  it  may  pot  be.  unnecessary  for  as  to 
"  afford  some  elucidation;  of  wfiat  wi& 
**  have  already,  said,  in  respect  to  the 
"  means  by  which  his  partizans  have 
*'  succeededi  jn  forcing  hlno  into  the  repre- 
*'  sen tation  of  Westminster.  Whatever  as- 
"  sertiopf  we  have  made  upon  this  subject, 
*'  w^  can  beat  no  loss  to  prove.  Tlie  proof 
"  jqan  piily  exposed  hose  whose  names  and 
''.  descriptions  we  have  it  in  our  power  to 
^'  lay  before  the  public :  though  we  would 
*'  do  it  wiih  reluctance,  became  J^rom  the 
^r ^.  /:--i:---  ^/--„^.  made  to  US, 

F.  BurdetCs 
hse,  who  as 
like  respec- 
repent  the 
zeal,    and 
ng  of  their 
bettors  of  a 
mtrageously 
,    by  every 
Qs  addressed 
5t«r    by  Sir 
.  *', Francis  Bjiciett — opinions,  which   6very 
'*  njan,  ol  any  character  amog them,  muat 
''reject,   as  add  ng  insult   to    ingratitude. 
**  Wft  cannot  ihiuk  of  disgracing  our  co- 
'^  lumps  by  a  detailed  enumeration  of  all  the 
*'  voters  hi  fnvt  un  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett ) 
"  but  the  lew  y\ho.>e  names  and  occupations 
'•  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  give,  will  be 
"  fully  sufficient  to  ascertain  and  characte- 
**  ri»e  the  desciiption  of  persons  in  which 
*'  bi-partisans  shoi  Id  be  classed." — Now, 
the  firht  asserti'.jn,  heie  made,  is  a  downright 
falsehood  .  Kothii:g  at  all   has  been  seltied 
'  upon,  or  even  pre  posed,  ct  the  purport  here 
stated.     Tut,  1  am  lar  from  thinking,  that  a 
triumphal  chairing  ovght  LOt  to  take  place  j 
apd,  IM  wt'i'e  the  manager  of  i%  most  a^snr- 
eijlv,  I  would  have  it  on  the  veni-  dijy  of  the 
[   openih_,  of  jKuli/.mcnt,   and  would  have  the 
pvocc^-siun  end   (ir  there  be  nc  law  or  usage 
'    or  legal  orJer  to  the  contiary)  at  the  very 
dqor  of  the  House.     The  king  has  ordned 
us  to  1  e  told,  thxt,  in  this  dissolution  of  par- 
*[  lianient,  he  has  **  rccuircd.  to  the  sense  <if 
'    '^  hh  people  ;*'  the  pecplc  of  Weslminstet, 
tie  people  of  thefrst  city  in  tl  e  kingdom, 
have  expre  St d' their  ^ense  in  the  chocsirgof 
Sit  TraiiCis  Burdcttj  and,  when  they  have 
done  thij)  by  srt  very  drcid^d  a  majority,  shall 
t l.ey  be  caile<l  ^  m^h:^    Was  it  to  a  mob 
that  tjie  king   appealed  ?     And,  shall   the 
'  ji^ople  be  deterred  from  showing  iheir  re - 
\  ^ard,  Tn  any  lawful  manner  they  please,  for 
The  object  of  tht*ir  choke  ?     The  hirelings 
I'leX'pr  Cease  to  Tell  us,  that  the .  times  ai'e 
rHhVijf?;  .and  sha'H  they  blame  the  people 
.  jCoV'acthig  a«<'if  tii^^thom^^t  ihera  so  ?  They 
'  'f'^V.Mfflr.tufHr  cal'inc:  tJpbn  t^^e  ifeople  to 


shew  t^eir  enef^j  j  and  sTiall  lh<*y  represent 
them  as  having  designs   to  destroy  the  go- 
vernment  and  Gonstftulioh,    because  they 
have  shown  that'  they   felt  uncommon  m- 
terest   in    an    election  ?     Were  there  ever 
known  pbpular   proceedings  so  marked  by 
tranquilfity   and   propriety  as  those  of  the 
electors  of  Sir  Francis  Burdeft  ?     Not  a  sin- 
gle act  of  violence  have  they  c6mmitted,  or 
attempted  to  commit.  Nothing  inflammatory 
has  appea'red  from   any  mad  of  therfi }  and 
are  they  now  to  be  represented  as  a  san- 
guinary mob,    while,    iri  almost  the  vtry 
same  columns,  the  violences  of  the  deluded 
rabble  of  Liverpool  and  Bristol  arecit^as 
marks  of    loyalty  and  religion  9     Ir>derd, 
one  of  the  oflfences  of  the  electors  of  West- 
minster appears  to  be,  i\\"A  they  were  not  to 
be  deluded  by  the  hypocritical  cry   of  *^  nd 
popery'*     It  is  an  offence,  iti   the  eyes  of 
the  champions  of  corruption,   that  this  cxj 
was  justly  estimated  ;  that  it   was  cleatly 
seen   to  have  heen    invented  for  the   pur- 
pose of  turning  the  attention  of  the   peo- 
ple from  the  real  grmmds  of  Uie  contest 
between   the  factions  5    and  that,    accord- 
ingly,  it  was  treated  with  contempt. — ^ 
Entitled   to   equal   credit   is  the  assertion, . 
that  some  of  the  electors  have  applied  io 
the   editor  of    the  Morning  'Post    not   10 
jjublish  their  names  as  electors  ofSir  Franefs 
•  Burdett.    This  is  another  downright  fia\8e- 
hood,  invented  for  the  purpds'e  of  deluding 
persons  who  live  at  a  distance  from  London  j 
lor,   near  the  spot  such  an  assertion   X(f\\\ 
gain  no  belief.    The  addi*ess  of  Sir  Francis 
Buhlett  is  pcrfeotlv  in  character.     It  is  pre- 
cisely what  his  eltfctors  expected  j  and,  if  it 
had  not  excited  clamours  amongst  the  hosts 
of  corruption;  it  would  not  have  answered 
its  purpose.     **  Every  one  I  meet,*'  safd  a 
person  to.  me,    the  other  day,  in  Oxford 
Street  j  **  every  one  I  meet  reprobates  the 

*'  ^address  of    Sir    Francis    BurcJett." 

"  Which  \x.'ay  did  you  come,"^  said  I> 
"  Why,"  replied  he,  "  from  White  FM», 
'*  across  the  Parade,  through  St.  Jatrit*** 
"  Palace,    and   up  St.  James's  arid,  Bcind 

'r  Street.-' ''    Well,    tlK!n."  ackled    I. 

*^  now  go  to  Somerset  Place,  the  •Change, 
'^  the  India  House;'  Lloyd's,  the  Custcim 
'*  House,  anu*  the  Excise  Ofiice,  al^  you 
'*  will  meet  wi^h  exacily  tJ>e  same  cfy. 
"  But,  w  hen  you  have  heard  the  hitii- 
"  tlrcds  at  these  places,  then  ^o  and  h>ar 
'"  the 'thousands  and  hundreds  of  1l»^u- 
"  sands  fn  the  manafact6rieJj,  irt  ihfe  sb^ps, 
*'  in  the  work-shopis,  upon  tli^  rrver>  ^jiid 
**  in  the  gardens.  Go  and  b^ar  HJid^c, 
*'  -ithose.  labour,  whose  ingenuity,  ^d 
''  whose  itidustry  in  every  ^ay  are  taxed  to 
'^^  snprert  (he  cl?.morous  whom  yoa  haT6 
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'*  beard;  go  heat  the  laborious  fattier  whose 
''  means  oi'  provi<.ion  for  his  c)illdren  is  ta- 
'*  ken  dway  by  the  income  lax  ;  go  hear 
"  the  nierch'int,  wbo  is  compdl^d  to  mJike 
'*  an  exposure  of  all  his  most  private  con-' 
*'  terns,  and  who,  by  tlie  taxers,  is  /re- 
''.  jquently  not  btlieved  upon  his  oarh  ;  go  , 
*'  hear  the  numerous  annuitants  from  whose 
**  scanty  means  ai  subsistance  one- tenth  is 
"  a&nually  taken  in  a  direct  tax,  while  no 
*'  greater  a  propprtiort  is  taken  from^  the 
*'  man  of  fr^hold  .estate  i.  go  hear,  in 
*'  riiort,  all  thoj^e*  who  have  nothing  but 
*'  their  labour,  of  one  sort  or  another,  to 
"  subsist  on,  and  who  have  no  share  in  the 
"  taxes  5  go  hear  these,  and  then  come  and 
''•tell  me,  m  which  side  you  find  die  major  i- 

•  <»  ty." — ^Well  mar  there  be  clamours  agaifj^t 
thi$  address !  Look  at  the  Red  Book. 
Only  look  at  the  outside  of  it.  Look  at  its' 
bulk.  See  it  swelled  to  the  thickness  of  a 
duodecimo  bible,  and  wonder  not  that  the 
address  has  excited  a  clamour.  U  is  bigger 
than  both  army  and  ndrt-y  list  put  together. 
The  several  lists  in  it  comprise  numbers, 
including  relations  and  dependants,  surpass- 
ing, j)erhaps,  the  number  of  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  agriculture  of  the  kingdom. 
Well  there  may  be  a  clamour  against  an 
address,  which  points  to  the  reducing  of 
these,  lists  !  —  To  deny  the  t^ulh  of  the 
fects  inferred  by  this  address  seems  to  have 
been,  for  some  reason  or  other,  thought 
unnecessary.  It  was  more  easy  to  asbail  It 
with  a  misinterpretatjon.  To  represent  it 
as  a  declaration  of  a  wish  to  over-turn  the 
kingly  government,  because,  forsopth,  ike 
names  of  the  royni  fam'ihj  6re  inserted-  in 
ihe  Red  6ookJ  "What  a  scandalous,  what  a 
base  misrepresentation  ! These  misre- 

>  presentators  know  that  the  author  of  the 
address  has  no  such  \('ish,  and  that  his 
address  contains  no  such  meaning.  They 
know,  that  he  wishes  to  over-iufn  nothing 
wbidi  belongs  to  the  constitution  of  Eng- 
Imd.  They  know  that  his  wishes  are  to 
restore  and  to  preserve,  and  not  to  destro}. 
I'hey  kiJbWi   that  he  wislies  to  deliver  tiie 

•  king  from  the  arbitrary  power  of  any  and  of 
every  faction  5  and  thst,  he  would  not,  if  he 
had  it  completely  in.  his  power,  deprive  him 
of  any  one  prerogative  which  the  constitu- 
tion has  given  him.  It  \&  against  the  fac- 
tions, which,  each  in  its  turn,  has  ruled,  by 

.  tbertieans  of  a  parliatnent,  both  king  and 
pi^opte*  in  the  manner  th^t  we  have  seen, 
that  Sir  Francis  Burdett  is  at  war,  and  not 
against  the  establishment  of  royally,  mtfdi 
les*  agaipjit  the  pqrson  of  the  king,  10  whom 
he  has  i^ver  attempted  to  imjiute  any  de- 
gree of  blume.- — It  is  curious  to  perceive 
ho\r  Ingeniously  the  hirelings  6f  the  fectJot^S 


f^stikifisUt  )Shcl  ion. 


find  an^pplication  of  every  thinr?  o/tliis  <J6tt-7 
to  the  French  tte\^oVtlil()n.  YJ'heh  Imadoi  - 
some  obs;uatio^s  upon  p^agrapfii?  fJC.WISb^. . 
ed  relate ^  h  to  the  festival  of  the  ritatron^  l^r- 
dan,  at  Sashy  Park,  these  hi^eUngS  t^  'ih6 
world,  that-  it  was  thii  ihat  the  authoVif  of 
the  French  revolution  ^tgan.  Now  i^ne'are 
told,  that  tie  attfck  upon  the'  Red  B6oIt 
stvlctl)'  rfeseh^bles  theaHsclsrsrpf^ti  rile  Lhre 
Rovge,  which  were  the  beginning  of  a  refvo- 
h.tlon  thfit  finally  led  **  an  hntccHt  an<t 
"  cit'uille  king  and  queen  to  the  scaflfold.'* 
6ut,  why  stop  here  ?  Why  stop  at  ihf  death' 
of  ihakingand  qu^en  ?' Why  not  go  on  to^ 
say,  **  a  revolution  which  has  mjfc'e  FrtfnC6 
'•  the  mistress  bfEurcpe  T'  This  trick  ^f  te- 
feviing  to  the  causes  of  th'»  French  revdltrtioa 
is  as  d  ;ngerous  as  it  is  malignant.  But,  up* 
on  tte  supposition^  that  it  was -by  Mtacksf 
t:pon  the  Livrc  Eoug^  th;ft  the  French  revo- 
lution was  begun,  would  it  n<?t  be  'Uisfe  tcf 
bcgjn  by  times  in  reducing  our,Ked  Bo(k  lo^ 
^  ti  bulk  that  would  makf^  it  no  Wger  art  ob-* 
ject  of  attack  )  This  way^  however,  of  se^ 
airing  the  government,  never  seems  to  b(i 
thought  of.  In  private  life,  the  ivny  t6  jrvoij 
the  consequences  of  exposure  arfd  r(n>  sequent 
animadversion,  is,  to  cense  to  do  ih:'V  which  . 
is  the  subject  of  such  c;cposure.  Why  nt/t 
act  upon  the  same  principle  in  public  mat- 
ters ?  Why  not  nullify  the  attacks  of  Sit 
Francis  Burdett,  why  not  fietvup  1  is  mouth, 
by  removing  the.  evils  of  which   1  e  coqr^ 

plains  ? He  makes  no  attnck  v\nf\  thtf 

form  of  the  government  He  expresses  nd 
hostility  to  any  established  authority.  H« 
asks  you  to  overturn  nothing  but  abuses, 
v.hich  are  hostile  alike  to  all  governnr-enfs^ 
and  under  vhich  no  government,  vhatex'ef 
may  be  its  form,  can  long  exist.  Indeed, 
he  complains  of  nothing,  w.hich  the  wholfe 
nation  do  not,  at'some  tihje  or  other,  coip- 
plain  of}  and  cf  what  the  factions  them- 
selves, in  their  mutual  actusatmns,  do  nc* 
complain  of.  We  have  recently  l^eard  thtitl 
9ccu.se  one  ^mother  of  comii>g  into  office  Tot 
the  sole  purpose  of  gettii  g  pos.-ession  cf 'the 
public  money.  What  hrve  they  pot  satd  itt 
this  way  ?  They  have  charged  <  he  atiother^ 
in  open  parliament,  with  every  thing,  whridi 
he,  even  by' implication,  has  charged  then!, 
with.  TJiey  have^  o\er  and  over  again,  de* 
clarcd  that  The  dissolution  of  parliament,  irt 
the  tw9  last  in^ances,  was  for  the  s()le  pur* 
pose  fif  ejecting  what  he  h:^  sa'd  the  minis* 
ters  respectively  wished  to  effect,  and  that  h  96 
well  knnwri  that  it  need  not  be  natned  berth 
In  the  .''evernl  addrcs  e.s  that  Wve  been  pnV 
fished  by  'h^-'nT,^  they  have  chnr^^ed  oi>e  ano- 
\]i&r  with  a  de.5ei;nVpiaf'ion  to  protect  pccula* 
tqrs.  /'NO  PECtJLiVllON  " '  is  writteti 
eveti  upbty  *the  clecHioti  catri^ges-  ^f -^n 
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The  wMe  tribe  of  peculators,  of  ^erj 


Byogh  And^  m  sfaort^  it  is  qiudte  imposaible 
to  §sp/^4]i  tbem  worse  tkan  tbey  have  ^d  of 
cacboihcr*  "Aye/*  will  tbey reply,  "  but 
•'  tbtSii*  »U  f»'<Atf  regimetii.  We  have  a 
''  r^l^  lo  say  what  we  please  of  each  other  ( 
«  bm  yoa,  tlifi  People,  have  iio|liiqg  to  d6. 
"  i«^fbe  ipetter.  It  is  tiot  the  tbmg  th<}t 
'^  v^^fii^t,  h0t  iiedistnlfuiiou  ^Us  and. 
"  tWtifemoraeleis  o)aa.  Sir  Fr^aucU  fiur* 

•'  dirt>  i»*0MJd  (iffJiroy  /Ae  //mh^jt  U$elfr 

SofBiQ  persoDSt  who  acl^nowlec^e  the  iruih 
0f  SirFraocis Bordetjt's address,  andwlK>are 
8t  gvttt  epemies  aa  be  is  of  abuser  aod 
corrsptioii}  doubt  of  the  "policy  *'  of 
tpeaktQg  his  settttmeots  so  plainly  just  at 
thiscJbUne.  This  dombt  arises  from  want 
of  doe -reflecUoa.  Jle  has  i)0  "  policy:* 
He  ;wiH  1^^^ '  gain  any  point  by  poli- 
cy. It  wofdd  b<3^  contrary  to  his  character 
to  atitecopi  il.  To  scorn  all  disgMise,  to 
ipeak)  tiA^  tmtb:  in  defiance  of  damour, 
thesn  it  is.  tbat;  bav^  gained  him  all  the 
politHf^al  power  that  he  po^9se9>  and  which 
he  yinil,  copvioce  the  nation  he  wishes  to 

posscatf  daily  for  theVr  good, It  is  curious 

enough  to  obscffve^.that  wery  address*  or 
apeeeb»  of  h^,  from  the  £rst  to  the  present, 
hasforits  timewcitede^ial  clamour.  When  a 
few  lioeft  oomeont  from  his  closet,  they  have, 
upon  the  pliroderiog  tribe,  an  e£^t,  in  part 
at  lea^,  similar  to  that  which  is  produced 
by  quick  Itmerdust  falling  upon  ihe  backs 
ot  slugs  or  caterpillars.  They  twist,  they 
writhe,  they  foam  at  the  mouth ;  and, 
though  they  have  npt,  as  yet,  begun  to 
disgorge  their  prey*,  or  to. desist  from  their 
-  dcvourings,  as  the  less  callous  vermin  of  the 
gardm  do  in  consequence  of  sucli  an  appli* 
catioa^    let    us  hope>    that,  in  time,    the 

similarity  will  be  xwdeied  complete. 

The  writer,  whom  I  have  quoted,  anticipates 
an  fxpulsUui  Qi  Sir  Francis  from  the  House 
of  Commons.  The  House  of  Commons 
will  b^ltijund,  whenever  it  meets,  much  too 
tM5tf>  even  to  hi»t  at  such  a  stq>.  But,  it  is 
hot  .amiss  to  observe,  that  this  very  writer, 
at  the  outset  of  the  election,  asserted,  that 
.ther^.^as  not  the  least  groimd  for  fearing, 
that  ^^ir  .FmK:is  Burdett  would  be  elected^ 
when  eW<?tcd,  the  same  writer  asserted, 
that  it  was  owing  to  the  conUmpi  in .  which, 
the  people  heW  him;  and  that,  aato  the 
ministers,  they  wished  hipa  to  be  in  pJU-lia- 
ment/ because  Mer^  be  could  do  them  no 
wrisohief,  bis  talents  beiqe  of  that. miserable 
cast  that  be  must  soon  sink  into  nothijpgp^s. 
Notify  faoK^ever,  tfeis  writer  haa  found  out, 
that'  it  would  be  wwc  9Pd  just  tO;^x,pel  h'm 
from  pasrjiwcnt,  iwd  to  throw  him  back 
^ain:i»to  th•t^4itpeti««,a'^>vbere>e  is 
••  oAm?  #bW  «)!  ^  misphMrf."v  The  trptl^ 


description,  ace  thrown  into  alarm  indescrib* 
able.      And,    well  they    may,   for,    frpna 
the  day  of  his  election,  they  may  date  their:, 
decline  and  fall.     The  Morning  .Chropicje  . 
«aid,    that    the  dissolution    of   parliaipefit , 
could  give  no  pleasure  to  any  but,''  ihf, - 
*'  agitators  of  Middlesex  and  We^tmiu^^r/' 
Not  one,  not  a  single  soul  of  thoff;  persoosu  • 
whom  he  had  in   his  eye  as  imitators,  haa^ 
interfered,    at  all,    in    this    electioor     Ji, 
has     been     carried    on     by    the    pfeop^ 
themselves.    By  the  people  alone,    It  was. 
not    until   the  ttrnth  day  of  jtlie  elcctioo. 
that  Sir  Francis  Burdett  heard  that  a  poll. 
was  opened  for  him.    Not  one  of  his^iu*. 
timate  friends  meddled  with  the   matter., 
And^  with  the  exception  of  the  lett^fn  ^Brit-* . 
ten  by  me,  who  was^>ali  the  while, ^at  sSa,   . 
venty  miles  distanco,     and   which .  lettefa, , 
probably,  bad  little  or  no,  ^ect,,  not  ooO; 
act  was  done  by  any  man,  who,  by  any.^ir^ 
construction,  could  possibly  bedeem^  an. 
agitator.    The  apt  was  wholly  an  act  of  the.  _ . 
people^  originating  in  ike  suggestions  G)f  a. 
few  sensible  men  of  fair  reputation,  wlio, 
took  the  lead,  and  who  wero  follow^  b// 
the  rest  of  the  electors.  .  No  unfeir  mf^iaa, 
were  resorted  to.    There  waa  eyen  no  r^gu^^ 
lar  canvass.    The  committee  told  the  peo-n 
pie,  in  their  advertisemenjt8)  that  the  iu^, 
ness  was  their  own,    and  that,  then^re^. 
they  should  not  thank  them  for  their  votesj 
while  the  other  candidates  sent  round  letters 
of  thanks.      In  these  advertisements  theFe.. 
were   no   appeals  to  the  passions.    TIh^;^.    < 
were  no  revilings    of  any  body.     '^  You 
"  inow  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  choose  h\m  if,    • 
•*  you  will,"  was  the  substance  of  all  that 
was  said.    The  whole  expenses  of  the  elec- 
tion amounted  to  little  more  than  seven  hw^^, 
dred  pounds  !  A  considerable  part  of  thia^uAi 
came  in  halfcrotims  and  shillings.     Let  the 
hirelings  cite  an  Instance  of  the  kind,  if  ih^y 
can;  and,  if  tliey  cannot^  let  them  hold  their 
tongues.  This  election.  Vet  them  be  assure^^  is 
the  beginning  of  a  new  era  jn  the,  history  pf 
parliamentary  representation  >  .and.  my:  co^r 
fident  hope  is,  that  it  will  }ead  to  aTOstora-^ 
tion  of  that  indep^ndance  and  purity  in  4i^ , 
House  of  Commons,  without  which  it  ia- 
impossible  that  >\'e  should  b^  happy  ^t  ^ipnoye, 
or  secure  from  abroad.--— i  f(bopl4  .now^ . 
if  I  had  ropm  and  i«me»  go/intojioma  ^eMiii^. 
as  to  the  parts  which  the.iSAeri^n^havey 
upon  this  occasion,  play^  on,  the  C^fn^ 
Garden  stage.    But,  to  say  the,  tjiijtt^.  ;tbeir 
di^Uitjng ^atterif^,  pf  .tho80..Ybomj  w^^jfnpy  •  ' 
properly.  ^^  the  rabble.j  ihpir  i^aufp^w 
praisjBs  of  each  others  tft^^r  wo|>ie ,  ^ian, 
mountebank  wb/e^dling,jDf;,thQ  p^psfi^ijtaa  . 
anid  bull^ft  of.  ^jiPl2yr.hqi^,.,pu|JifUf4  ^ 
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theih  bate  dnngirig  to  the  committee  of 
Sir  'Francis  Bwdett ;  theit  birser  culogle* 
of  him;  and  that,  too,  upon  grohnds, 
whereon  tiiey  had  formerly  vilified  him ; 
theif  canting  wbinte  about  Mr.  Fox  at'  the 
hustings,  on  whomtthej  afterwards' pro- 
nOtittccd  the  severest  satrre  at  thfeir  dintier  6( 
fifty  persona,  from  ^'hwh  dinner  they  drd 
not  depart  without  quarreling  and  absolttte 
fighting ;  their  despicable  fnily  In  the- selec- 
tion of  their  associates,  and  in  tiieif  toasting 
of  Mr  JOHN  FROST,  as  if  for  the  ex- 
press  purpose  of  leaving  iw  i/owi/  as  to  the* 
means  that  had  been  employed  in  procuring 
their  votes:  ail  these  being  fresh  in  the 
minds  of  the  public,  \X  \voxi\d  be  waste  of 
time^O  defscant  upon  them  now,  though  it 
may  hereafter  be  useful  to  keep  alhre  the 
remembrance  of  them.- — Of  their  last  act, 
however,  of  folly  and  of  meanness,  I  must 
take'partioilar  notice,  first  putting  upon  re- 
cord* the  evidence  of  h,  in  an  advertise* 
mqnt  signed  by  the  celebrated  Pteter  Moore. 
y*  Albany  Tavern,  Piccadilly,  May  27. 
"  -^At  a  very  full  Meeting  pf  the  Commit- 
"  tee  for  condocting  the  Election  of  the 
"  Right  Hon.  R.  B.  Sheridan,  thefolk)wmg 
'*  resbliStions  wer©  unanimoilsiy  agreed  to,- 
"  Peter  M6ore,  Esq.  M.  P.  in  the  Chair: 
"  Rese/Jved,'  that  owing  tO  tirtforeseen  cir* 
''  cuitist*nces,  not  at  all  to  be  attributed  to 
*'  Mr  Sheridan,  and  to  the  irresolution  or 
•'  change  of  mind  in  others;  which  not 
*'  only  prevented  a  Hmely  canyrfsg  in  his 
*'  behalf  but  occasionei,  111  consequ^ce  of 
*'  intorrect  represeittations  madeto  him,  his 
*'  wittidrawing  his  name  on  the  day  of  no- 
*'  rainaiion ;  the  committee  have  deeply  to 
"  regret,  that  the  city  of  Westmir.stft'  has 
^*  nort  had  an  opportunity  of  returning  the 
"  candidate,  whose  long  tried  public  ccm^ 
**  duct,  tratiscend^nt  talents,  disintere^ed 
*^  patriotism,  and  untffmn  cortsistency  of 
*'  character,  have  endear*^  hir^  to  every 
*'  true  friend  to  the  constitution,  to  the 
*'  just  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  and  to  rh^ 
*'  gehuine  cause  of  freedom  and  th6  people. 
'*  —^Resolved,  That  it  is  perfectly  manifest, 
**  as  Ki'irfl  from  the  number  of  Voters  which 
*'  worild  have  been  dddcd  to  Mr.  Sheridan's 
"  great  majoHf}'  fm  Satetday,  but  who 
*' wePewrabietopoTI  on  a<*co«int  of  its  not 
"  beirf*  generttlly  known  that  the  jk)ll  clo«» 
'*  se4«tf  honi'«o«oner  thaii'wn  thte  p*V!eed- 
"  in^'ddys,  as  wdll  a^  owing  to  the  ma- 
*'  nofeUVfc*'  Htkorttd  10'  <A  admfni^tring  an 
"  addftibnafoMl^i'jevicli^ntly'  designed  i^ 
«*  the  i^Ui^pfe*  tit  jJrocra'itinatkttT,^  'thtrt ^uid 

"  th&'fc^t^hWt^beett^tertiftoed^bot  dvfeii     r  lodged  fWilh^We^Hre^kt^.^iiK* 
"  one^  ^v l6«g¥r,  ^MV.  SBi^lW^rti  IrtUs^tiaW'f  r  .Thaf>fe  iitJtiit^iirof  J*«JW«^p^« 
♦'  h^Sm^mm  C^M^anSf  "«*Wfft)*tiWtt0i 
"  niii}^^^ii?M(t<^(lii^theh^<;^ib^t(ll^^ 
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''  by  the  return tiiQt  has  been^  •aa4e'#f  the- 
*'  dkposit?on  of  ev^ty ^ridiv-alirtnanife*^      ^ 
•'  litig  the  most  QKdetit  spirit  to^baVe  brought   ' 
*'  forward    tlie  whole    of    tiie-  irnraienM'    * 
''  strength     still    retnafniiig  ^  wii^i^ttisiNI^ 
**  and  unpledged,  ii»  supj)prtir)f  Mrj.iihfe^^ 
**  ridan.— Resolved  tinanimoDsly',     Tbat^ 
"  this  coitHmt  lee  still  k9ok  (o  t^  ^,  and'^    ' 
^'  thartbey  tnistaf  no^M  ctistMce^Drli^.  " 
*^  theirrendsof  the  CoiMtitutkifi^  aiidt<»  trutl'    ' 
"  liberty,    may    see    thetr    rtost   eamjesi     ^ 
V  wishes  accomplfsbed,  by  the  appeni  tO'  ^^ 
""  be  made  to  parliament  in  behalf  of  Mr^     • 
'^  ^ridaii  5  and  for  the  aitaifiMient  of  ^%      1 
"  importtnt    object,    they'  pl^ge  ^xh^^b^  ^ 
**  seives,  that  no  legal  el^s  ot  exeftktts.     / 
**  shall    on    their   parts  be    wttiit»«g>— du*L      - 
*'  Resolved,  that  the  Commi|te«,  oondnolr. 
"  iog  the  Election  oTthe,  liightlfwi  ft.      > 
"  B.  Shettdan,  continue  to  be  c4'»o^i^(ni^     - 
''  that  it  will  be  highly  to  the  liOnOttV  of^    *' 
*'  the  City  of  -  West  twister^  that  110  |>art      ' 
"  of  theexpenceinthegloHoti9c«fMe'>(^hieil'* 
*•  he  has  l)een  called  Ibrth  td  support><^sho«iM     ^ 
'*  fall  on  Mr  Shertdan;  ^d^-thepefdrey  tkift^ 
*'  the  utmost  exertions- b^  fortkfwS<h  tfniittlti:!     > 
*'  to   promote  the    above  «iM6t 'desSfabb      - 
'*  object,   so  that  a  general  'SUbwriptk>i>>'^- 
**  as   has  l)een  strongly  recoimi]«nde4l  by 
"  numbers   of  respectable   Rfectovs^  «nay»     ■" 
''  be   immediately    sfet   on   foot;  •^^•^Rei*     " 
'*  solved.    That    the  Committee   Ibr   thi^     ^ 
"  purpose  do  consist  of  tlje   Gemlenieir      • 
**  present,  together  with  iuch^herpdfsoffir^.  ^ 
'*  as  they  may  please  to  add  to  theiv  tiunn^ 
'*  berj  and  with  a  power  to  appoint  a  &<^&iH: 
**  Committee  tor  matters  of  detail —r-i^lttt*    ^• 
**  solved,  Thatthe  sum^to  bere^eiWed^  to     ,; 
•'  paid  into  thehouse  of  Mes8tH*WetV»/id'?»iZ)d*t    ' 
•*  rwon/// Nod,  and  Co.  Banket^,  :PaM-Mall^     - 
"  and  to  be  applied  solely  under  flhe  Wrthes-     ^ 
"  rity  of  the  Treasurer  and  Conitoitter-<p^      ^ 
"'  t/re^erpenres  of  the  laU tHmtest,  t?)  tbeex**^ 
'*  pence  of  suppoiting  the  itttortdtf  d  .^ipj^eat     ^^ 
"  to  Parliament,  aind  toffuch  attd6*f^^w(t^^f^  ^  •*! 
''  remain ,  on  accoun t  oft/le  prhfediiig^il^Hm,  .    ; 
"  Resolved,  That  the  commWCc(^>s'i»Mkv4M^^  n 
'*  ed,  that  by  an  ecoobhn€abipj^toti«»'ol^  '  • 
"  the  money  which  shall  be  so  raiM^,  it  ttwy ;;  \  ? 
"  moderate  fund  will  be  sfn%^**nt  t^Jaiisuer  .-v- 
"  the  purposes  befotne  proposid-i-^esirtfred*    - ' 
•'  that  the  thanks  of  the  cottinlittai»ibdftv«i       ^ 
"  taGerardNoel,-Es4..M;1^.V^f4r<^hJlt0a*    -r 
**;  i>ot}r  he  has  dortethom^1t>ttfcc»pl?ttgiiliftj>  .: 
^'  office 'dflretHaiT^,at1dtJirfi:t]feh««k^4p'  .  : 
*'  .dnrwti  M  bfat  b^»  hfe  ^^itor^i'ttor  a^pti«4 
<*  bi^ctithe^^rttfi<^^*tff  tlltfee<lWI«rtWrt>fi     1 
tjie  bo<to'ifelt*i^;^nji^fe^ftmifidabrjft^  ie^-a^ 

-, ,- f  J*«>f»fc^p^«fJall)^lw»n ,:,? 

^' ; t<^ be! ^rcbtfced', .^bi^k^  1*^  t*fe  viimmh^  ' * 
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''  ffeef  9tid  «Qb«<?ribers.  Resolved,  that  the 
**  COfOmltt^  4&  eomtmmkait  the  alove  re- 
^*  g^^kf^ftf  h  the  RiglilHon.R,  B.  Sheridrtn, 
**  tttgfttfe«r  wUh  their  be<n:' "dishes  for  his 
*•'  tfuccesv  atwl  Ih^r  ardent  hope  yet  to  hail 
*^  Wm  "ai  their  r<*presentative.  —  Peter 
"^^  MooRB,  VhhhftMtir 
V'  Whether  Mr.  IMter  Moore  tcioold,  if 
dtttUd'  ttptdn,  iiercftfttr  (lisclaim,  npon  oath, 
sd)  fetiowhsdge  of  this  advert  istmcnt,  as  he 
did  2^  kitowiedge  of  the  several  advert  i*-e- 
menli',  which  appeared  under  his  sigtititure 
at  die-  farmer  cfecrron,  I  know  not.  Thip 
**  numeroas  meeting  **  consisted  of  thir- 
Hen  ptrsonff  iriclmditig  Me  two  Sheridarts, 
jnd  Jlfr.  J^^  Ff^st.  The  only  subscriber 
4bi^  fe  Said  to  have  appeared,  as  yet.  Is  that 
oeiei»iiat«d  nAtron,  Mrs.  Butler  I  As  to 
ikbt  peUiinn,  of  which  the  advertisement 
taikS)  nothing'cao  be  a  more  gross  decep- 
tion. There  is  no  frninddf  ion  for  a  petition  ; 
there  is  even  no  pretended  foundation  ;  the 
Sheridan^  we*!  know,  that  it  is  impossible 
Idr  any  candidate  to  observe  the  laws  of 
<^tion  more  strictly  than  Lord  Cochrane 
Jmh  ob«»erv^  them:  He  has  conducted  hiro- 
•«lf,  in  this  respect,  in  a  manner  wortliy  of 
general  imitation,  and  he  defpisesr,  as  all 
hit  f Hends  do,  the  base  and  contemptible 
attienYpt  here  made  to  cast  an  aspcnrsion  upon 
Ims  moral  chamcter.  The  sHbscription  is  to 
meet,  amongst  other  things,  "  the  arrear 
**  remaining  on  account  of  the  preceding 
"  ^itctiaH  r  The  plain  fact,  is,  that  the 
•absoription  Is  intended  to  gei  money  for 
Mr,  Sheridmn  and  ike  rest  of  the  persons 
n^mbled,  ~  That  is  the  -object,  and  the 
sole  object,  end  the  means  are  truly  worthy 
.  «f  those  by  whom  they  have  been  resorted 
.to.  Bat,  thirnotable  trick  will,  like  all  the 
otfaera^  assuredUy  fail.  There  will  be  no 
jnoney,  worth  mentioning,  raised.  Not 
•ven  «nongh  to  pay  the  expenoes  of  adver- 
'liBifig#  The  whole  is  an  impudent  attempt 
jrt  imposiiTon,  land  that  the  ptiblic  clearly 
-perceives.  ;JiOt  the  contrivers  be  prepared, 
^lMrwever:>  for  a  rev im)  of  the  subject.  Let 
:tbem  expect  that  I  shall  call  upon  them  fur 
their  **  petition  *• ;  and,  that,  if  they  fail  to 
peeler  it,  no  pitifial  subterfdge  shall  serve 
'  Iheir  turn.  To  bring  upon  them  greater 
\«9litempt  than  that  to  which  they  now  are 
^/satitledj  aod  wce'rve,  is  impossible ;  but, 
it  ^^tajiy  tie  useful  to  keep  it  alive  y  and  kept 
^ve  it  siiiil  be,  if  I  have  hfe.  When  the 
parliament' has imt  -we  sbaU  see  what  tliey- 
do,  andv  until :«hen,  we  may  take  onr  lca\*e 
of  them..-  Wesliall  tec,  ^oo,  whether  Mr. 
SheHdan  isieady  with  his  hiUs,  which  he 
,Jl^4,b«^^^^  prepared,  for  ^ireveoling  'the 
imlafi^^  magistrates  from  annoying-  the  pnb- 
%c^\^hf}  mijiht  giv9  ihek  y^tos  ^^nst 


ministerial  candidates!,    and   for  preventing 
brewers  from  being    the  owners  of  puWc 
htmscs,    thereby   *'  insuring  to  the  indus^ 
**  trious  mechanic    wholesome  porter   at   a 
'*  reasonable  rate.**     We  shall  see  how    he 
will-  fulfil  this  promlfee,  which  he  evidently 
purloined  from  the  Mayor  of  Garratj   when 
he  comes  to  re-errter  the  House  ;  we  shall 
see  how  "  the  father  of  Tom  Sheridan  " 
will  look,  when  he  is  called   upon  for  the 
Rilfifment  of  these  new  pledges  5  we  Lave, 
however,  1  suspect,  seen  the  last  f^tage  ci 
the  Proteus's  Progress,    starting   from   &^ 
"  Walk  in,  Ladie^and  Gentlemen/'   at  his 
fathers  recitations  in  MarHSorough   street  | 
wriggling  tipwards,  by  degrees,  through  the 
fiddler's  saloon  and  the  green-room  of  the 
theatre,    to  the  benches  of  the  House  of 
Commor>s ;  and,  after  various  experiment* 
in  the  art  of  sinking,  going  down  fbr  ever, 
side  by  side  with  John  Frost,  under  the  cry 
of  **  a  Mug  !  a  Mug  V^  from  the  hubting[s  of 
Covent  Gardeif. 
The  electrons  are  nearly  now  over.  The  dis- 
solution, which  bad  one  well-known  purpose 
in  view,  ort  the  part  of  those  who  advised  h, 
will  have  answered  many  useful  and  even 
great  purposes.     It  has  humbled,  and  e^en 
broken  down,  the  Whigs,  that  faction  who?e 
principle  it  is,  that  a  few  grtot  famrBes 
ought  to  rule  loth  king  and  people.     It  has 
produced  exposures  innumerable.    It  ha^  ^et  • 
many  persons  to  thinking,  who  appear  n^*ver 
to  have  thought  before ;  and  it  must  lead  to 
important  and    durable  consequences.—— 
We  have  now  to  wait  for  the  meeting  of  the 
new  parliamem,  when  we  shall  have  before 
us  the  numerical  proof  of  the  independence 
of  that  body,  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  we 
shall  have  leisure  to  turn  our  thoughts  to- 
wards, and  to  discuss,  subjects  of  foreign  as 
well  as  of  domestic  policy.     It  is  high  lime 
that  we  begin  minutely  to  inquire  into  the 
cansts  whic,h  have  produced  the  ten  ible  ef- 
fects, which  we  fed,  and  the  more  terrible 
effects  which  we  dread.     It  is  perfectly  iise^ 
less  for  us  to  waste  our  time  in  triftng  dis- 
putes about  who  gets  this  place,  or  that  pen- 
sion.   The  great  causes  of  our  distresses  of 
various  sorts  are  alone  the  fit  object  of  oar 
inquiry;  for,   until  those  are   ascertained, 
until  those  are  clearly  perceived  an'd  under- 
stood by  the  peftple  at  large ,  no  effectual  re- 
medy can  be  applied.     People  may  rail  till 
they  are  hoarse  against  tlje  addresses  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett^  but,  is  there  any  moo  who 
will  say,   xhaA  somechaiigexf  sfsfemWisiA 
become  necressary  Y  Is  the  tie  any  mair'who 
will  say,  that,  witli  the  preseHt'syjteni  et  go- 
verning: perseveped  in,  tie  ttn^^iefe-fllny  possr-r 
bk  way  but  <if  our  present  ^e^^ilbarrssiAAieiits  ii 
Is  Ihece  asyn^vi  vto«^S9y>  ihiltj^'in  what- 
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^ver  company  he  falls,  be  does  not  find  intn> 
and  nil  men«  at  a  loss  as  to  what  is  to  become 
of  the  country  ^  And,  if  this  be  the  case, 
how  can  any  rtian  reasonably  hope  for  na- 
tional deliverance  without  a  cbanpe  of  some 
sort  or  other  in  conducting  the  aftairs  of  the 
nation  ? .  How  base^  how  wicked,  how  dia* 
bolical  is  it,  then,  or,  at  least,  how  despicably 
foolish.  4o  represent  as  an  enemy  to  the  king 
and  to  the  country,  every  owtn,  -who  pro- 
poses any  thing  wearing  the  appear^toce  'of 
a  change  0/  sijsim?  The-  king,  above  all 
others,  is  interested  in  such  a  change.  *  He, 
above  all  others,  must  wish  to  see  the  coun- 
try secure:  and,  is  it  not,  therefore,  truly 
abominable  to  hear  the  charge  of  disloyalty 
prefi'fred  against  every  man  who  expresses  a 
•wish  to  see  changed  thesystem,  under  tlie 
operation  of  which  the  kingdom  has  been 
brought  into  that  state,  which  every  one  ac* 
knowledges  to  be  a  state  of  imminent  per'd  ? 

' ^Tbese  questions  I  pot  to  my  readeis. 

Let  them  duly  reflect  upon  them  ^  and  I  feel 
confideftt  that  the  result  of  the  reflection 
will  be,  a  thorough  conviction,  that  a  change, 
a  gfeat  change  of  system,  especially  with 
respect  to  the  expenditure  of  the  public  rk)- 
ney,  that  is  to  say,  the  employment  nf  the  re* 
sources  of  the  naiion,  must  take  pl^ce,  or, 
that  we  are  not  yet  arrived  at  a  tfcousandtl) 
part  of  our  calamities  and  disgrace.  I  be- 
seech thescsreaders  to  bear  in  mind,,  that, 
though  the  two  contending  factions  may 
complain  of  one  another,  thouoh  tliey  may 
accuse,  and  have  accused,  one  an  other- to  the 
country,  they  liai>e  nohpdy  eht  to  acruae, 
Bet\yeen-them  they  have  had  all  the  powers 
of  the  state^  all  ^.le  resources  of  the  nation, 
-  in  their  hands.  They  have  been  the  corr- 
plete  masters  of  them.  They  have  had  no 
insurrections,  no  denials,  to  obstruct  them. 
Sir  Francis  Burdolt  has  had  no  part  in  any 
thing  that  they  have  done,  or  in  any  thing 
that  has  happened  to  the  country.  Perils 
they  tell  us  we  are  in  5  but,  they  are  quite 
unable  to  show  us,  that  any  body  but  them- 
selves hav^  caused  thoue  perils.  Aj^ain, 
therefore,  I  ask,  how  diabolical  is  it  to  en- 
deavour to  turn  the  resentment  of  the  peo- 
ple upon  those  who  wish  for  a  change  of 
system?  ^     ^ 

y  '    "  ■-  I      '  .1         .,.■■11  ,    r 

IrETTER    TO    LORD    MILTON.  ' 

At  this  moment  of  joy  and  exultation  in 
the  fair  prospect  of  success,  I  presume  to 
offer  myself,  to  your  lordship's  notice.— My 
Lord,  it  has  seldom  been  the  lot  of  any 
young  man  to  enter  into  life  with  such  fair 
prosptcta^is  those  you  |)osses9. '  Every  thi!>g 
that  IS  desirable  in  Jife-  is^yomrs  ;  dorae«fc 
happmehs  5  rank  j  riches  5  a»d,  abov«  all, 
the  power  of-Wog  the  fiariour  of  your 
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Country.  In  a  nsry  little  Aicae  g^'  «inwt 
make  your  ejection,  whether  ^  wilftplay 
the  truly  great  part,  or  you  wiil  obu#e  to 
fall  into  the  f^nks  of  a  .despised  audtio^iag 
party .-rjf  yovL  foll/pw  the  1  footsteps  ctf.yonr 
noble  ancestor,  theMato.uisofRcKikiQgbftm, 
you  will  soon  £nd  youraeii  ip  posA^^i^ii  oC 
a  statioD  morccofomanditig  4haa  'V»s  «vier 
held  by  either  tox  or  Piu^  yi^  w'y^6»d 
yourself  at  the  head  of-a  pattj  .wiichi  ^til 
iioon  .consigo  all  ethers  (o  their  ^f^firitoA  caih- 
tempt.  The  energy  you  h^e  ahow&^  -m 
deciding  upon  this  coA^est^  nMk^JDoe.hope 
the  best  from  yctur -future  conduct .mlfry^a 
determine  to  he  the  Maa,Qf  theJPeo|4e«  m- 
stantly  come  &rward  and  p]e«ige  VK>uo»elf 
before  yopr.coDsutuants,  ^ypUcitly  atduD- 
equivocally,  ,to  the  jjjeasurea  wbi  A  are  .ac- 
cessary to  save  your  country,  fledge  ^  (ttuw 
sejf  to  ^  moderate  ^d  temperate  Parjiameo- 
tary  Reform,  pJei^ge  yourjself  to^  n.'peal  of 
that  detested  aot.  wWcb  (coiH«ary  to  the 
Constitution  of.  1088)  re.p«rnaitted  Eboe- 
men  ijnd  P^n/iioMer«  to  sit  and  vote  ki  4b& 
House '  of  Cpiuraons  ;  in  phoct,,  piodi^ 
yourself  to  ^  i^«e»«l  of.ouf  johi  and  ma- 
•cellent  Constitution.  In  your  ple^nS 
forget  not  the  gloat  Deiinijuen^ft.of  loS, 
the  Peculators  at..hoaDe>  or  the  miseries 
of  the  unhappy  Peasaniry  ^  irebod. 
Act  thus,  in  the  §ace  of  your  coMtititeM> 
with  your  native  candour  end  ingenooiw* 
I  nes?, — you  will  then  possess  the  pubHc 
I  confidence,  and  lay  a  firm  fouisckitioa 
1  for  your  future  greatness.— 'You  most  n0t 
ex)  ect  tl>at  this  i^a  smootli  pjilh  :"  you  will 
injitantly  be  assailed  by  all  tliQ  venal,  jobbing 
tribe.  The  time  will  shortly  .come,  when,' 
like  the  occean*s  rock,  you  mufit  resist  t^ 
shock  of  coWendipg  ejemeirts.;  then  ygu 
mu^t  prepare  to  stand,  and  that  perhaps 
alone,  amidst  the  NYh.irlwind  and  dvre&t  t^ 
storm ;  then  it  may  he  for  you  with  oervovs 
i\vm  to  4tem  the  torrent  of  a  maddened 
People  ;  then  you  may  be  the  man  to  .safe 
the  People,  Peerage,  and  the  Crown.  Un- 
happy France  !  hadst  thou  possessed  bat 
one  such  man,  what  mij-ery  had  been  savad! 
—Place  your  depeadance  on  the  People ; 
ypur  father  has  experienced  and  can  tell  y^lfx 
how  viiin  the  smiles  ofxourtiers  are  1  If 
they  can  get  you  to  disgrace  yourself,  lh#y 
will  thiok  th^y  have  you. sate,  ami  they^wHl 
be  right.  Tnke  care  lest  they  *'  Dr*g  Ytei 
'*  throVthe  l>ift.*'  They  wHl  call  yon  Jad6- 
bin.  A  gfi^t  NaWemanrff'/acobln  I  M  c 
«.*  SiC(ll*!vt  9nA  true  H>  Virtuf'«  9M:tcri  i«w%  '  t  ,  r 
Uumovcd  by  yulgAf  ccn-^urc  op-8pp|l^fe, .  .['  '-^j 
Let  the  w^rld  talc,  my  FrJenJ,  'that  f-'orld  W knpw 
"Which  -cans  us  puilty,  cannot  rhake  ur'so.**  ~ 

Bell-td  me,j  my  Lot^,  dte'  best'S^ainfy 

for  -th^e  Privileges*  df  the  Pberke  is  the  hixi 

X  oi  the  People;  Ai-h^  ybti  ^e  siffrphrtthg 
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■dor  right's;  ycm  are  enlisting  miUions  to 
^fend  your  Eituw  Coronet;  Beware  the 
'  cringing  fawning  tTcophantic  crowd,  bcvrare 
the  cunning  FViest,  beware  thieir  half  fpea- 
'  tttret  'w^hkh  kad  to  rmn.  Think  and  act  fbr 
'<}K>araeif.  Cdme  fon^tird  lo  your  coftsti- 
itnentsWitk  hoi^at  pledges  ^hich  eannet  be 
^fbrgptten,  and  I  prophesy  you  shall- he  bailed 
^Ih6  Saviour  of  your  Country.  For  God  sake 
4akft  dipe;  my  Lord  $  you  jooust  aot ;  the 
xrktfal  oioitient  is  cocne,  when  you  must 
:  ^^ decide  ibr  yiodr  future  life;  whether  yod 
;  T  vitifsink  amongst  the  Crowd  and  be  forgot- 
^i^tn^  or  you  wiU  determine  to  be  great 
.-  ^mottgst  die  greatest  of  your  fdlow-olen. 
.  I  remain  my  Lord,  (at  present)  with  enthu- 
-ttastic  admmtion  of  your  yonthful  talents 
4  -  «nd  virMMAr  A  York/suiub  FasjsHOLDkR. — 


900S  tA,W8;-^Ma.  m algous. 
Being  C,  S:t  Second  I^ter. 

•  .  SrH;-**ii-AB  i  have  thought  a  gooddeal, 
^  hot  only  oci  the  laws  <irhich  multiply  the 
.  *  poor,  but  also  on  those  which  have  a  ten- 
.    denoy  to  diminish  theiv  number  *,    and  as 

the  value  of  these  thoc^hts  is  greatly  en* 

banced  by  the  readiit^s  with  which  you  have 

('often  given  them  insertion  in  the  Political 

'■-  Register,'!  feel  encouraged  to  offer  a  few  re- 

-^-marks  upon  the  con  teversy  which  has  ap- 

|)eared  in  your  work,  between  yotircorres^ 

•pondcnis  W.  F.  S.  and  A  O.  on  the  subject 

^  of  Mr.  Malthu§*s 'Check  population  doctrine. 

*vf  bavw  to  observe;  of  all  three,  that  could 

they  persuade   themselves  to  attend  less  to 

^the' theoretical  and  more  to  tlie   practical 

•  Oavses  of  sochd  wretchedness,  they  would 
7  ^have  deserved  better  of  their  country;  or, 
yM.  kast,  stood  higher  in  the  esteem  of  those 
^'ivho-are  of  opinion,  that  it  wqiijd  be  wrong 

iarMr.,  ^^thus,  or  any  other,  to  suffer  evils 
.  to'conltnoe  wliich  can  be  removed,  because 
.  the  tifpe  may  come  wiien  others  of  equal  or 
'•Tnore,  malignancy  will  occupy  their  place, 
r Those  who-  are  averse  to  improvement,  if 
^)anch  there  be,  seaire  ^the  continuance  of 
V  abase  io  proportion  a*  rhey  succeed  4n  divi- 
ding iiis  fciends  on  ihemeans  of  reform.  And 
;  whether  they  be  averse  to  it  or  no,  the  «flfect 
lis  the  same  If  by  abstract  reasoning  or  any 
~«Kbernieafl0,  they  should. divide  opinion  as 
.tp  the  praic^cal  means  of  removing  existing 
'rgfievadces  -  Lam,,  tlierefore,  in  lieart  and 
.ii>  sou^>  in  head  and  hi  un4ifiratanding,  as 
.lBiich.dfS(iosed.to-  ccn<iure  iht  juc^mlstit 
tWhiobwiHnoir  da  good  lest  e^il  should  conte 
of  it;  as  I  ^ira'Jndioed  to,  abj>or  that  tast  of 
tBindwliickwiS  d6'  evil  liw  good  ma^  fol- 
Joih^i  {fh^imsiTc  oaseii  in  wlxii^h  the  maxiisa, 
a»idiib©(jKaipr6d!n roawm  ^ixv . of  /'..siif&ieBU 
4ijx  thdJd;^.^.  i$  t^  evii^  itefeo^r  jtrittJy: a?- 
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plies;  and,  sarely^  if  it.  can  do  to  move  in 
any  one  case  then  another^  it  must-be  in  that 
when  the  suffade  emdJkrHHhf  of  ike  martk 
ceasey  a^  our  pbiiasspker  ptedkiSi  thej^wili, 
to  be  snjicigmt  ^o  muijUaim  the  mufBhrr  ^  its 
mhabiianis  nAlk  ihe  neeessarirt  o^  iijt^  The 
eonaequent.  ^uxiine  and  rice  of  titta,.torjroe, 
imaginary  flsra,  are  the  evilstagtnoatjrthich 
the  phiiosophy   and  phsknthropy  >o£  >our 
diving  autfatu-  would  have  Mt  guard  VTr-t£  his 
book  has  any  other  object  than  the  m«ra»dis« 
play  of  his  own  theoretical  resGarchesiN  And 
as  he  has  not,  to  my  knowledge,  Specified 
either  the  number  or  descriptioB  pf  lh#im- 
mediate  evils  to  which  it  is  not  neccsssary  fot 
us  to  submit,  to  avert  the  reqiote calamities 
which  he  predicts^  the  conclusion*  I  ihink, 
is»  that  he  jusfifies,  not  only  the  iiiU  practice 
of  all  the  evils  of  which  our  senset.  aoirea- 
son  compel  us  to  complain,  as  wnaooesaary,  if 
ouroppres^rs  would  btal  do  bs  they  would 
b^  done  by,  but  also,  the  greater  evtion 
every  principle  of^ral  and  politic  justice 
that  we  have  been  taught  of"  su£Ebcai^tiig»  as 
it  were,  in  the  womb  of  their  paerennu  « 
given  number  of  ei'ory  Succeed ing  feo^ra« 
tion.    Surdy,  Sir,  wereiteveDHij^faemati- 
cally  certain^    that  .the  time  would  iCinie 
when  the  application  of  a  remedy: so  omra- 
geous  to  all  eur  settled  notions^of  moral  jjtts- 
tice  and  sound  policy,  presented  it<ieif,984he 
leas;  of  two  evils,  it  is  tit^sie  enough.lo  sug- 
gest it  when  a, symptom  of  the  evil  ^ip,  which 
It  applies  makes  its  appearance;  or,  jn  other 
terms,  wlien  the  whole  surface  of  the;  ear tli 
is  so  far  culiii:ated,  and  well  Cultivated  too, 
a<»  to  leave  no  rooiii  for  farthec  ioprovempnt. 
But,  if  Mr.  Mahhu8*sdo;«.rine  bet  new  ittthe 
annals  of  political  economy*  W*  F^  S/s^coode 
ot  supporting  it  is  not  less  mod«m  in  <ke  art 
of  reasoning.'  ''  The  important  positipji'* 
says  he,  ''  laid  down,  and  Oa.wliMi.  Mr. 
''  MaUhus*!  sysltfm  is^ctoAy  ibiinde)d»ii5 
''^  that,    by  the  inunutaye  law  of  mHire 
"  tliere  i^  a  c6nstant  disposi|ton  in  <lhfft .  |ui- 
*'  man  species  to  ioorease  beyond  the  liioHns 
'^  of  subsistence,    lliis   isv  (he  -posilkm, 
'^  therefore.  Sir,  thai  J  call  upon  A.  Qk'to 
"  controvert  j  for,    if   it  ^e  .  imefr^goUe, 
'^  then  itmust  follow*  at Afcecrt/olir;  thatlui- 
'^  less  this  tendency  to  increase,  be:  by  icsiie 
"  means  orother  prevented  or. cAmik«9b{Dhat 
"  4kt  some  period  or  other  ibeJneansoiMkI)- 
*^  sisteqce  must  be  deficient;  atd  tiiitf*tliiit 
"  deicteocy  will  be  in  prop»rtiebit04htttiii« 
'«  crease  of  .population!:  jand  ascjscarcityaii- 
'<  creittesand  povertyimakesiiiritppesmricr, 
*'  its^attendantsv  misety*  asidi  vkjti,  ti^Uit  be 
*«  ^rDportionaUj:  multiplJdd.' L ; qi TiiBfe ^dr© 
;ip<^iii(»)s.whickitisjicft;pe^ssary  tlo  pvntsti* 
vert  tp^fore  rw^rdrnyrbvecBti  ta  the  coaiidusiaos 
^tbty-t2pBta^a;<  .^or^  msuniie^^itinay^  in*- 
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fli8t6da[X9iR,  that  the  mooa  is  made  of  green 
chevse,  and  that  bylhe  attraetioD  of  its  gra* 
^itf  it  .te  coming  nearer  and  near^  to.  tlie 
earth,  and  who  ean  coACrovert  tlie  positions, 
l^Qce  there  is  DOthtag  imposstfale  to  the  infi* 
"nice  ^cMrerS'  of  the  i^eelt  Author  of  natare  ; 
V  .  bQt,ar^  We,  therefcnre^  called  upon  to  admU 

•  the  condnstbn  7  Namely,  that  the  time  will 
cdme^heri  ererfmon  can  reach  tjfaemoon 

■  dnd  cut  a  slice  for  liidaself  5  and,  therefore, 
tirhcrn  dairy  faraas  are  no  f&rtber  necessary 
than  bmAy  to  supply  us  vtth  butter  (o  our 

i>re^d,'  and  cream  to  our  tea  i  No,  Sir,  ac- 
ceding to  Ih^  rules  of  Our  courts  of  law,  and 
^  I  'Mtove  of  common  sense,  it  is  those  who 
lay  down  positions,'  oc  make  charges,  that 
-  9it  bound  to  prove  the  truth  of  them,  and 
nN>t  those  who  deny  or  question  it  Accord- 
ing, then,  to  these  rules^  and  adoutting,  for 
the  «ike  of  argument,  that  the  ideas  of  the 
nwoo  being  made  bf  green  cheese,  and  the 
assertion  that  the  time  will  come  when  the 

•  surface  of  the  earth  will  prove  insufHcient  to 
'  sopf^  its  inhabitantsi  are  no/  equally  vision- 
^  ary  ideas,  or  the  fictions  ofa  disordered  ima- 

gttiation,  it  Is  Mr.  Mal^bos  and  the  advocates 
of  bia  position  that  are  bound  to  preve  tlie 

•  -tmih  of  it,  and  not  us  who  question  it  5  and 
^  irho,  if -vsedid  not  question  it,  deny  the  ne- 
cessity of  applying  the  remedy  which  they 
propose; '  virtual  murder,  while  one  half  of 
the«ai*tb>  perhaps,  i^mains  yet  uncultivated: 
thdugh  it  has  been  near  6OGO  years  in  cuki- 
iation,  according  to  our  own  calculation  of 
yeafa,  al»d  tiear  6000  years  more,  if  we  rec- 
kon by  the  Chines^  estimate  of  time.  It 
appears  to  me.  Sir,  who  have  not  seen  the 
data  of  their  caleulatipn,  that  they  have  but 
only  one  way  in  wbkh  they  can  prove  the 
trtrth  of  their  position }  and  that  is,  by  sta- 
ting, upon  unqueationablegromidsi  the  num-r 
ber  or  inhabitants  that  occupied  the  earth 

'  6000  or  12,000  years  ago,«or  at  some  distant 

period,   and  that  of  its  present  population. 

And  how  they  can  make  out  such"  statement, 

deficient^  as  I  conceive,  they  must  be  of  the 

necessary  records^  dnd  ignorant,  as  1  think 

'  th^  zte^  efven  of  the  present  population  of 

Asia,  A6ica,  and  America,  with  that  of  the 

ialandl  to  them  belonging,  I  ami  totally  at  a 

^iossi^a  tQ  conjecture.     But,  if  they  could 

noake  6\xt  such  statement,  1  hope,  Mr.  Cob- 

bete,  it  woold  be  labour  lost  upon  you  and  1 3 

'becBUK>  i  trust,  you  agree  with  me  that  the 

'  case  which  they  might  thereby  make  out  Is 

ctiff  of  those  in  which  the  maxim  applies^ 

ofi^  a^ffieientfer  the  day  is  the  evil  tii^re- 

^^  tif|«!  ihat  it  is, tlnae  enough  taaet  upou' 

"^the^vpriibciple  #hkh»  in  sn<t:h  case,  they  hy 

-dowHi  uihen  a  symptmn  of  the  evil  to  wfaioh 

^lit  ap^fes)  «^)a)'rfJRicdy>  makes  its  appear- 

-flhogi;  :aodiba|^tli0eiareiinanye\tU»f>re$if|i{g 


themselves  upon  wk,  both  individually  and 
coUoctitely  ooRsidiered,'  which  require  no 
other  prinoiplje  to  remove'  them,  than  that 
Ota*  oppressors  should  da  lb  us  aa  dhey'wt)uki 
be  d<»e  by  tis,  thinking  ^d  fet^lnig*  aft  W9 
fed  and  tliink.  These  evils  are  tnameeous^ 
Sir,  and  at  thehatard  ofsubjectiiigjnjndfto 
the  hiimouraome  animadversions  ^youd  old 
HarUquib,  or  Punch,  Me  Afofwwy  W<f .  I 
compare  them  to  asmanyindcvidiuaU'irho 
throw  a  stone  each  into  a  heap  mien  the 
back  of  the  party  who  ^provides  nir  tiieir 
wants ;  and  that  heap  I  again  eompinv  to 
the  number  of  idlers  who  sut>sistapo»/th« 
labour  of  the  indusirious;  and,  then  loon* 
elude,  that  |io  principl^cad  taae  the  indus- 
trioos  of  the  burden,  bnt  that  which  cem- 
p€<s  the  idler!  to  support  theniseivcav  by  its 
conversion  of  them  into  '^naeful  labparers. 
llie  simile  may  be  low,  but  is  the  logic  false? 
The  argument,  however,  as  b  iruie  of  action 
in  the  removal  of  them>.  is  incon4>lete  till  all 
the  evils  which  fix  an  idler  cb  the^^hd^dera 
of  the  industrious  are  coMectivciy'and  itidivt* 
duaHy  specified.  Ctdlcctively,  they  inayrbo 
expressed  m  few  words,  /njitt/rjr^  jand  the 
abiiky  to  ooranlaud  it,  tf  kbemota  diadnc- 
tiou  without  a  diflfercnce.  Btrt,'ititojdaall7 
viewed  they  am  so  nunieroirk;  and  apcmg>so 
out  of  each  ocher,  that  1  siialiDiilyattenHi^t;a 
definition  of  the  few  which;  in  ray  fcamet 
com muiiicat ions  to  you,  I  have  so  oftm.de- 
scribedj  and  which  I  shall  as  ofteri  point 
out,  as  I  may.  meet  with  schioraM,  sWch  as 
those  of  Mr.  Whitbread'^  that 'are  ifitSer 
useless  or  injurious  as  they  afl^ctthe  statexif 
the  poor,  and  operate  against  the  sedariiy  lof 
my  country,  as  it  rests  « &dnsively'  upcnr  the 
loyalty,  industry,  and  comfort  of  the  iovier 
and  middling  classes  of  the;|ifiople,^iWl  iM>t 
in  any  degree  upon  'those  of  th^  filers  rtvho 
necessarily  reduce  them  to.  po(indrty>  'Wi^tch- 
edness,  :and  discontent.'  The  most  remdte 
of  the  evils  to  which  I  ailudo,  and;  pethaps, 
the  parent  of  them  all,  is  the  mcuonoiyof 
land*,  or,  rather,  the  extent  tot' which:  the 
monopoly  is  carried  1  for  I  ja^n^tKxtidvncate 
for  Agrarian  laws.  Out-of  this «\' das nadny 
idlers  arise  as  there  ire  large 'prop:  ietijioB, 
large  occupiers,  and  individimls  empkxyed 'to 
famish  them  with  the  easeandhiscry  which 
tbey  enjoy,  such  as  men^^aaillinera^ '  pastiry- 
cooks,  llvepy  servants^  flccu  &c.  who',1  though 
they  labour,  contribute  nothihg  tD«a^rds.ihe 
pre^'ention  of  4hatilanuaeiwliich  alarms  Mr. 
Malthos^  hiiX  muehtowQrdfc^theiVqice^nbkh 
he  dread*.  II.;  Thfe  *  ^*  fre^ldomivftmdei  or, 
the  rigfitof  ejfiary  rkcM  tfrda  >ai  Jn  pikov^ 
mih  Ms  oM}^  property  .'^'^  Imdan' dihuless 
than  ateiith  of  it  which'  if'  not  yht  takdh 
from  hrm  irt  4y  the«,  taxd*,  and  ipoorJslJrkrc. 
For  lhai«  siibmltt^  loMt.  Ebs^^bth^  ddk 
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ducting  these  imposts  from  the  vhole  ip- 
pprae  ok  the  naf-on  as  stated  by  Lord  Sid- 
juoiwh^  when  be  introduced  the  jKoperty 
tax,  oae-leuih  of  it  is  not  left  to  the  pro- 
prietors, and  tlie  labourers  that  create  it. 
<Vide  Political  Register,  19th  April,  I8O6). 
Out  of  this  evil  iis  many  idlers  arise,  as  gain 
Iheir  SMbsisteiice  by  fipecalation,  monopoly, 
forest^iiing*  and  regratiug ;  and  ^s  are  em- 
ployed by  them  in  the  ca,pacities  of  men- 
piilitners,  &c.  &:c.  &c.  III.  Taxes  and 
ty tbfts :  out  of  those  evils  as  many  idlers  arise 
as  form  .our  fat  list  of  doctors  4  our  lean  list 
pf  curates  ;  our  long-  Ijst  of  placeir.en  and 
pensioners  5  our  intolerable  swarm  of  taK- 
j^atberers^  excite,  and  custom-house  officers  j 
our  immense  naval  and  military  establibh- 
inenlsj  the  immenser  number  still  lowboai- 
^1 4)f  tliem  put  together  give  employment,  as 
meji-millincrs,  women-tailors,  boot  and 
shoe-makers,  epaulet  and  accoutrement-ma- 
kers, gun -smiths,  lock- smiths,  cooks,  con- 
fectioners^ fitervants,  &c.  &C.J  and  the  mil- 
lion nod  a  half,  that  are  doomed  to  receive 
.tjbeir  scanty  allowance  from  the  cold  hands 
of  parochi^  and  accidental  charity.  And  IV. 
The  National  Debt.  To  apply  its  proper 
remedy  to  this  evil,  it  4$  as  necessary  to  know 
its  rise  and  progress,  as  it  is  to  be  acquainted 
with  the  result  of  it.  It  originates  in  the 
freedom  of  trade,  and  the  boasted  right  of 
every  man  to  do  as  he  pleases  with  his  oun 
property.  In  consequence  of  this  freedom 
every  man  secures  to  himself  what  he  can, 
no  matter  how,  if  he  will  not  violate  the 
cobweb  laws  tliat  modify  the  freedom.  In 
virtue  of  this,  right  tliey  charge  what  tliey 
please  for  what  they  are  free  to  secure.  And 
as  they  are  pleased  to  charge  for  it  more  than 
they  want  for  immediate  use,  they  lend  the 
surplus  to  the  ministers  for  the  time  being ; 
who,  in  gratitude  for  the  ease  with  which  it 
enables  them  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the* 
nation  by  pensioning  their  friends,  and  per- 
secuting their  enemies,  come  in  their  turn, 
upon  the  very  party  so  charged  for  interest 

'  to  the  loiui-mongers,  upon  the  very  surplus 
which  was  th  us  Jreely  and  rightly  extorted 
from  them  by  the  loan-pongers.  The  ac- 
tion and  reaction  of  the  national  debt,  then, 
must  create  as  many  idlers  as  subsist  upon  its 

X  interest,  and  the  annual  loans  which  form  its 
,, capital;  as  are  i^mployed  in  stock -jobbing 
and  stock-broking,  that  is,  in  buying  and 
sellingas  many  of  their  fellow  subjects  and 
fellow  creatures  as  furnish  not  only  the  ne- 
cessaries that  they  conNume,l)ut  the  ease  and 
luxuries  in  which  ^hey  indulge  themselves ; 
and  who,  as  dealers  in  luxury  and  turmshevs 
of  ease,  thoir^h  they  do  labour,  and  laboui 
hard  too,  comribnte  no;hing,  as  before  ob- 
served,'^  to^^'nais  r^i*  maintenance  of  them- 
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,|»  aelves,  oj*  the  prevention  of  i\it  famine,  to 
^uard  against  which,  Mr,  A(althus  wpuld 
checl^  the  population,  and  seemiiiglj  justify 
the  pauper  system,  paper  sjstem,  and  all  the 
other  6yst^ms  of  which  instinct  itself  com- 
pels us  to  complain.  '  From  these  differeQt 
sources  of  idleness,  allowing  for  infants,  aged 
and  infirm,  J  have  calculated  that  about  four- 
/ifth.s  of  the .  population  of  England  and 
Wales,  are  hlerally  idlers,  exclusive  of  thd 
labouring  idlers  that  are  employed  in  the 
production  of  luxury,  and  to  whom  luxjury 
gives  employment*.  And  knowing  irom. 
tlie  statistical  reports  cf  the  agricultpral.  sc« 
cieiy,  tliat  there  are  above  51,000,000  of 
aeres  of  land  in  cultivation  in  Great  Britaiu, 
which  had  they  not  been  wasted,  to  a  great 
extent,  in  parks,  pleasure-grounds,  aiKl  pas- 
ture for  n\ere  animals  of  pleasure,  might  be 
made,  peihaps,  to  nir^intain  as  many  inhabi- 
tants ;  and  that  there  are  above  73,000,CXX> 
of  acres  more  uncultivated,  which,  with  pro- 
per management,  might,  probably,  be  made 
to  maintain  as  ^nany  more,  I  am  not  only  qf 
opinion,  ihat  none  but  a  madman  like  Brothers 
would  even  allude  to  the  fin\ewhenweoug^t 
to  murder  our  children  to  save  them  from 
starving,  but  that  no  human  scheme  can 
better  the  condition  of  the  poor^  but  that 
which  will  convert  idlers  into  usefcl  labour- 
ers, and  furnish  them  with  land  to  labour 
upon.  W.  F.  S.  will  certainly  set  the  down 
cither  as  a  member  of  the  Virtue  Rewarding 
Society  at  Lloyd's,  or  cf  the  Vice  Suppres- 
sing Society  in  Pell  Yard  j  but,  I  can  assure 
him,  I  am  neither  one  nor  the  other.  I 
never  was  at  Lloyd's  but  once,  and  then  I 
had  my  pocket  picked  j  and  as  to  the  sup-^ 
pression  of  vice,  the  little  time  I  have  to 
spare  after  suppressing  my  o  yn,  1  generally 
employ  it  in  endeavouring  to  suppress  the 
most  unparalleled,  and  parent  vices  of  the 
political  system  which  both  the  societies 
cherish  and  support,  as^  the  most  singular  and 
amiable  'cf  virtues :  virtues  which  none  bnt 
jacobins  and  levellers  durst  call  in  question. 
*'  Who,  in  the  name  of  good  luck  are  yoa 
then  ?**  I  think  I  htar  him  say.  I  shan't 
tell  him,  but  Til  state  how  I  have  been  used. 
I  have  kept  a  house  j  for  Mr.  Fox's  financtai 
schemes  woijd  not  suffer  the  house  to  keep 
me  ;  and,  therefore,  tliey  sent  me  to  the 
first  floor;  and  without  giving  roe  time  to 
crawl  to  the  second  floor,  and  from  the  se- 
cond floor  to  the  garret,  where  authors  ge- 
nerally star\'e,  they  plunged  me  at  onct 
headlong  into  the  Cellar,  not  IQO  miles  from 
the  Morning  Post,  where  1  date  this  lelt^er 
onthe'22a  olM.iv,  IbC/. C,  S. 


*  Vide  ?(;i;i.icnl  Ueg'ster,  23d  Aug.  180(5, 
for  the  data.. 
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TO  THE 

RT.  HON.  SPENCER  PERCEVAL, 

chancb2a.0r  of  thb  exchbaubr,  &c. 

Lettek  IL 

Sib, 

Before  I  proceed  to  an 
examination  of  the  proposition,  relating  to 

^  the  danger,  in  which  the  church  of  England 
\(rould  hafe  been  placed  by  the  Catholic 
Bill,  brought  into  the  House  of  Commons 
by  the  late  tainisters,  whom  we  may,  I 
think,  call  the  Pledging  Ministry,  I  must 
beseech  you  to  bear  with  me  yet  a  little, 
while  I  make  a  few  further  remarks  appli- 
cable to  the  question  mooted  in  my  former 
letter  (page  85c^),  namely,  how  far  the  late 
dissolution  of  parliament,  or  any  dissolution 
of  parliament,  can,  in  the  present  suite  of 
the  represeatalioD,  be  called  "  a  recurrence 
"  t9  tAe.sens£  cftU  people,""  and,  of  couree^ 
what  opinion  Ve  ought  to  entertaiTi  of  the. 
sincerity  of  those  persons,  who  advised  the 
use  of  this  pbrasCy  ia  the  speech,  delivered 
to  both  Houses  by  order  of  the  king,  on  the 
day  previous  to  the  late  dissolution. 

I  before  reminded  you  (page  863)  of  the 
advertisements,  which  we  daily  see  in  the 

J  uub/ic  prints,  offering  to  sell,  or  to  purchase, 
leats  in  the  House  of  Commons.  .  As ,  a 
'  motto  to  th's  letter,  I  have  taken  one  of 
ihaie  advertisements;  and.  Sir,  I  again  re- 
mind you,  that,  for  the  publishing  of  such, 
po  man  is  ever  puuished,  or  iu  anywise 
called  to  account,  thoiigh  we  are  continually 
told  of  the  great  blessing  which  the  people 
pbsiess  in  the  bdng  able  to  send  representa- 
tives  to  parliament,  and,  (hougti  we  know, 

'  that  there  are  several  laws,  made  for  the  e\' 
prdss professed  purpose  of  preventing  seats  ill 
parliament  from  being  obtained  by  atiy  othar 
means  tlian  that  of  a  fren  election,  and  also 
for  the  punishing  of  every  person  concerned 
in  tbt  procuring  of  such  scats  by  the  means 

of   motley. -Shall    I   be  told,   that  the 

House  of  Com7(ions  is  not  named  in  these  ad- 
vertisements, and  that  there  are  many  oifur 
great  assemblies  besides  that. House?  Not 
by  you,  Sir.  You,  who  know  well  the  ex- 
tent of  the  law  of  libvl  ]  you,  who  know. 


tliat  inuendoes  .are  qwitc  upoti  a  level,  in  such 
casts,  with  plain  appellations  aild^sertions  1 
you,  who  know,  iHat  the  meaning  is  to  bo- 
left  to  the  jury,  enlightened  by  the  direction! 
of  the  judge,  and  that,  if  the  meaning  be  li- 
bellous, the  words  are  of  no  importance  j  bjt 
you,  I  am  sure,  that  this  miserable  subter* 
fugewlU  not  be  set  up  as  a  reason  for  for/- 
bearing  to  punish  the  publishers  of  such  ad- 
vertisements as  the  one  above  '  quoted. 
Wliat,  then,  give  me  leaveto  ask,  is  the  real 
cause,  that  such  publishers  are  not  punished^ 
and  are  never  reproved,  but  proceed  with 
these  their  publications  as  coolly,  and  in  at 
much  safety,  as  if  they  were  puiblishing  ad- 
vertisements irelating  to  the  sale  of  lands  or 
merchandise  ?  In  other  matters,  apparently  • 
of  trifling  importance,  we  find  tiie  House'of 
Commons  extremely  jealous  of  tlieir  autho- 
rity  and  dignity.  What,  Sir,  can  be-the  rea- 
s&n,  then^  that,  upon  this  point,  they  are  so 
astonishingly  lenient  and  careless  ?  — — 
'^ '  Fourteen  hundred  guineas  ayt^ar  for  a  .^eat 
**  in  a  certain  great  assembly!"  Precisely 
what  motive  the  tenderer  might  have,  it 
would,  perhaps,  be  dithcnlt  to  discover ; 
but,  thai  his  inoiive  must  be  powerful,  that 
a  compensation  was  in  liis  view,,  and  that 
he  expected  that  conipehsallon  out  of  the 
public  purse,  are  posit  ion**,  which,  I  am 
persuaded,  no  one  wHl  attempt  to  deny. 
Yet,  Sir,  by  Blqckitone  and  Paley,  and  still 
more  roundly  by  that  German  sycophant, 
De  Jx))iTKJ.  we  are.  assured,  that  iht  House 
of  Commons  are  the  true  representatives  of 
the  people,  and  the  guardians  of  the  public 

purse! It  is  useless  to  rail  agaipst  me, 

and  others  who  think  and  speak  as  I  do. 
Statements  and  reasoning,  such  as  I  ha^e 
here  made  use  of,  "are  proof  against  all  rail- 
ing.  They  set  all  nick -names  and  all  abus^ 
at  defiance,  lliey  must  be  answered,  or 
they  must  produce  conviction. 

But,  if  the  advertisement,  which  I  have 
quoted  above,  and  others  re>enibliiig  it,  leave 
any  thing  wanting  in  the  way  of  appellat!on, 
the  sanie  cannot  be  said  of  almost  any  or  ^  of 
Ihe  nuii^rous  party  publications,  which  •■'.;;e 
appeared  of  late,  relative  to  the  relurn  of 
members  to  parliament.  Th«  hireling  prints, 
on  both  sides,  seem  to  have  thought  it  un* 
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Necessary  any  longer  to  attempt  disguise  upon 
the  subject.     Each  Jias  accused  the  opposite 

-  party  of  rendering  th:U  constitution,  wliich 
both  extol  to  tl>e  skies;  a  dead  letter,  or, 
which  is  mrtch  wrtrse,  a  nfiere  shew,  whereby 
to  cheat  the  people.  From  the  numerous 
articles  x)f  this  description,  which  Iiaye  been 
published  in  the  daily  papers,  witliin  the  last 
month,  the  following  one,  entitled  "  a 
"  Hog  or  a  Hokse,"  in  the  Courier  news- 
paper of  the  2(jrh  of  May,  seems  to  me  to 
i  be  worthy  of  selection  ;  and,  I  think,  that,  a 
few  years  hence,  it  is  likely  to  be  regarded 
.as  a  great  curiosity.  —  "  Oij  the  13th  of 
*'  April,  the  Morning  Chronicle  shewed 
"  the  small  nur.;ber  of  the  constituents  who 
*'  send  the  chief  members  of  (he  present 
"  n^nistry  to  parliament,  and  desired  the}' 

V.  *'  might  be  contrasted  with  tlie  extensive 
**  nuriibers  of  the  constituents  of  the  late 
*'  ministry.  Transitory  triumph !  Lord 
V  Howick  did  represent  a  populous  county, 
'*  it  is  true  5  but  now,  das !  he  is  obliged 
"  to  sneak  into  the  House  of  Commons  as  a 
**  representative  for  one  of  the  most  con- 
"•t^mptible  of  borough*.  The  right  of 
*'  voting  in  Appleby,  is  ii>  the  burgage- 
^^  holds,  one  half  of  which  belong  to  Lord 
*'  Thanet,  the  other  to  Lord  I/onsdale.  Tfieje 
*'  twe  noblemen  mahenkom  they  please  tuv' 
'^  gessesfur  the  day  of  election,  and  deprive 
*'  them  of  the  priviLge  next  day.  The  two 
•'  lords,  by  compromise,  send  each  one 
**  member,  audLord  Howick  is- of  course  to 
*'  be  Lord  Thanet's  man.  Hogsties  being 
*'  burgage  freeholds  in  Appleby,  have  been 
"  purchased  by  the  Thanet  fanrnly  at  prices 
**  exceeding  all  belief,  and  the  electors  of 
•'  this  place  ^it  down  quietly  to  be  repre- 
*'  sented  by  a.  Hog  or  a  Horse,  as  the  noble 
*'  proprietors  think  most  proper.  What  ? 
•*  Lord  Howick  the  substitute  of  a  bog 
*  *  or  a  horse  T  Mr.  Windham,  lately  the 
♦*  proud  representative  of  the  populous 
*•  county  of  Norfolk,  finds  it  necessary  to 
'*  sneak  in  for  a  rotten  borough,  a»  the 
"  substitute  al^oof  a  hog  or  a  horse.  Higli- 
*'  am  Ferrers  is  under  the  sole  influence, 
"  nnd  at  the  entire  disposal  of  Earl  Fiizwil- 
**  liaTOj  who  might',  of  course  send  a  hvg  or 
•*  a  horse  to  parliament  for  it,,  as  well  as 
•'.  Earl  Thani't.  might  for  Appleby.  Lord 
*'  Henry  Petty  also  represented  a  populous 
"  place,  and  had  a  very  honourable  scat  as 
*'  tJie  fuccessoi  of  Mr.  Pitt,  at  Cambridge. 
*'  He  too  is  forced  to  become  the  bubstirute 
**  of  a  hog  or  a  horse,  as  one  of  the  mcm- 
•'  hers  for  Lauiuci^ton,  where  the  electors 
'*  are  but  twenty,  ond  ail  at  the  nod  of  the 
"  Duk'jof  Noithnmierlandy  who  could  send 
"  to  purJhimt/U  a  h>ig  or  a  horse  Jor  this  by- 


"  rough,  as  wel!  as  the  earl  ofThanetcoold  for 
/*  Appleby.  These  were  the  only  three  ca- 
'*  biuet  ministers  of  the  late  ministry  wko 
*^  sat  for  populous  places  in  the  House  of 
'*  Commons.  They  are  all  turned  out  5  and 
*'  obliged  to  sneak  in  for  rotten  'boroughs, 
"  which  the  owners  could  compel  to  eferi 
*'  hogs  and  horses  as  representatives,  » *'  All 
*'  tlie  talents"  reduced  to  the  sMuation  of 
••  hogs  and  horses  1  How  d^radkig!  *  ■ 
**  Thert  is  but  one  of  die  members  of  tlie 
"  late  cabinfer  who  resumes  his  seat  iapar— 
'*  liament,  and  that  is  lliomas  Grenville, 
*•  who  represents  Buckingham,  a  borocigh, 
'*  in  the  close  grasp  of  Jus  brother  the  Mar-m 
"  (/uis,  and  for  which  the  electors  aro  no 
*'  n>ore  than  tjiirteen.  Of  course  it  will 
"  not  be  disputed  that  the  Marquis  of  Bitck- 
"  ingham  might  send  into  the  House  of  Cdrh" 
*'  mons  a  hog  or  a  horse  for  this  boroitgff,  s% 
**  well  as  Ivord  Tlianet  might  for  Appleby." 
— ^Such,  Sir,  is  tlie  language  openly  mside 
use  of;  such  are  the  assert iotw  daily  pnb- 
li<?hf  d ;  such  is  the  dcscriptibn  of  (he  Honk« 
of  Comrmoas,  iiot  only  tolerated,  but  givcR 
with  exuhation  by  those,  who,  in  other  co* 
lumns  of  the  very  same  newspapers,  prove 
themselves  to  be  the  devoted  tools  of  one  or 
the  ether  of  the  two  parties,  who  are  con- 
tendmg  for  the  powers  and  emdumenrs  of 
the  »tate.  Much  has,  at  diffei«Dt  times, 
been  siiid  about  the  representation  in  paHLi- 
nient  by  Sir  Francis  finr<lett  and  others  5 
but,  I  defy  even  the  fndefeitigable  Jpbn 
Bowles  to  produce  me,  even  from  the  re- 
cords of  the  Corresponding  Society,  anything 
80  degrading  to  the  House  of  Commons  a& 
what  I  have  here  quoted  from  the  writing* 
of  a  man,  who  is  devoted  to  the  ministry  of 
the  present  day,  and  who,  while  ke  is  th^s 
writing  in  one  column,  represents,  in  ano- 
ther, Sir  Francis  Burdett  as  aiming  at  the 
total  destruction  of  the  constitution,  becnite 
he,  in  language  less  degrading  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  expresses  his  abhorrence  of 
the  means  by  which  the  members  of  that 
House  are  returned.  Why,  Sir,  should  Atj 
wbrds  leave  such  a  sting,  while  those  of  thm 
Courier  produce  no  sensation  at  aH,  espe- 
cially seeing,  that  the  former  is  held  ixt 
''  contempt  >*"  Is  it  because  Sir  Francis  is 
not  '*  in  the  regiment  ?^  Is  it  because  the 
Courier  is  known  to  be  hostile  to  the  nan 
nicreiy,  and  tliat  Sir  Francis  is  as  li*^ 
known  to  be  hostde  to  the  thing?  But,  Sir, 
is  this  pictrre  <}f  the  Courier  true,  or  is  it 
faise?  If  fnlse,  why  ii  not  the  «editk)us  li- 
beller punished^  Jf  true,  why  is  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  aiu.cod  ?  1  know,  Sir,  that  you  are 
ofi'j  of  those,  who  have  be  en  among%t  th^ 
loudest  in  condemning  bi^  language  and  his 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


©693 


JUNE  6,   XQOT.^Hon.  Spencer  Perc^aL 


[990, 


views,  'Yea  -^sperc  acrtongst  those,  who  sub- 
scribed against  him,  in  his  election)  for  Mid- 
dlesex ;  and,  we  were  informed  in  the  pub- 
lic prints,  that  you  gave,  as  a  lawyer,  your 
ndvice  for  the  raiding  of  thijt  subscription. 
Kow,  then.  Sir,  I  beseech  you  to  lay  aside 
all  reviling  terms,  as  of  no  use,  and  to  an- 
swer me,   in  words  which  you  would  wish 

'  the  worjd  to  hear  and  10  remember  :  if  the 
piciur'e  of  the  Cou»uir  be  trufi,  whxj  is  Sir 
grands  Burdett  abused  ^  To  thjs  question  I 
should  like  much  to  obtain  an  answer  3  and, 
Jjowever  the  people  may  have  been  worn 
ilown,  and  even  corrupied,  you  may  be  as- 
Bured,  Sir,  that,  until  a  satisfactory  answer  is 

I  given  to  it,  the  revilings  of  the  hired  press 
will  be  of  little  avail.  This  press,  which 
speaks  the  thoughts  of  both  the  factions,  is 

•  undivided  in  its  abusp  pf  him.  The  factions 
Late,  goo  J  Lcyd  !  how  mortally  do  they  hate 

^achother^  but,  though  they  agree  upon  no 
one  other  point  j  though,  as  to  all  other 
patters,  whether  great  or  smnll,  they  are  in 
direct  and  unvarying  opposition  ;  though,  as 
py  every  tiling  else,  tl)e  approbation  of  one 

*  faction  is  synonymous  with  the  disapproba- 
tion of  the  other;  on  this  pnesubject  they 
perfectly  agree   in  sentiment,   in  language, 
and  in  motive.    There  are,   indeed,   some 
few  other  men,  whom  they  both  hated ;  but, 
for  him  tlieir  most  pure  and  cordjal  rancour 
;s  preserved.    H  frou?  his  petty  or  his  lips, 
.such  a  picture  as  that  drawn  by  the  Courier 
)iad  proceeded,  wiiat  an  outcry,  what  a  yell, 
what  an  infernal  howl  would  t^e  all  devour- 
ing wolves  have  raised  ?  "Aye,  but  /teis  not 
f  actuated  \)yfair  pcuty  motives.     He  is  not 
"  running  the  fair  race,     ^e  is  not  for  any 
'*  divisioJi  or  compromise.     He  is  not  at 
"'war  with  the  mtiX).  merely,  but  with  the 
*'  accursed  thing.    He  is  in  earnest  when  he 
"  complains  of  abuses,  and  calls  fol"  reform." 
This  is  his  sin.     It  i*  this  for  M'bich  the  fac- 
tions bate  hi'.TU  and  for  which  the  people 
Jove  him.     There    need  no  pledges  from 
him.     He    has    never    given    aqy  pledges, 
^here  is  a  confident  reliance    upon    him, 
which  nothing  can   shake.      He  xis  distip- 
suished  above  all  other  men  in  the  Jcingdom 
in  this  fTespect.     He  is  reviled  by  villains, 
hiamed  by  sqme  holiest  men  ;  some  hate 
hini>  from  the  sanfe  caUse  that  thieves  hate 
A  judge,   some  fe.^.r  him  from  mistake  or 
from  weakness  3  but,  amongst  all  those  who 
sperfk  respecting  him,  not  one,  the  tiotorious 
^lirelingfi  excepted,  is  t6  be  jfoand  who  even 
pretends  tpsuspectthe  purity^f  his  motives. 
*'  h  is  reported,**  snys  the  hireling  of  the 
Morning  Vost,  in  his  paper  of  the  30th  in- 
stant ;  *'  \x.  is  reported,  and  happy  shall  we 
"  ie  to  find  the  report  confirmed,   that  th« 


*'  most  respectable  part  of  Sir  Franclp  Bur- 
"  dett*s/ne7irfy,  not  content  with  a  private 
"  condemnation  of  his  late  infamous  Ad- 
*^  drtbn,  now  that  he  has  so.far  removed  tlie 
''  mask,  OMMO'  t»  pcocced   to  some  public 
*'  measure,  either  to  induce  hhn  to^i^avow 
*'  the  sentiments  to  which  he  ha^  been  led 
"  to  subscribe  his  name,  or  to  require  that 
"  he  will  vacate  his  seat,  and  give  them  an 
'^  opportunity  of  electing  apother  member,. 
"  who,  whatever  his  political  attachment?* 
*'  may  be,  is  actuated  by  constitut^oinl  prin- 
*'  ciplts,  and  resolved  to  miiintain   that  sys- 
*'  tem  to  which  we  have   been  so  long  in- 
"  debted  for  the  blessings  of  freedom  and 
''  security.     Should  such  ap  expedient  be 
"  resorted  to,  those  who  now  find  them- 
*'  selves  so  grossly  deceived  in  the  opinion 
''  which  their  unsuspecting  nature  led  them 
"  to  entertain  of  the  principles  of  the  pupil 
"  and  creature  of  Home  Tooke,  the  friend 
"  of  Arthur  O'Connor,  and  the  associate  of 
"  Colonel  Despgrd,   may  depend  upon  jns^ 
"  tice  being  done  to   their  motives  by  the 
"  Mhrning    Post.      We    wage    war    only 
"  a^ninst  the  enemies  of  the  constitution'; 
"  and  those  who,   having  discovered    the 
•'  cheat,  whidi,  under  the  specious  mask  of 
"  patriotism,  has  been  practi^ofl  upon  them, 
"  honestly  acknowledge  their  trror  and  re- 
'^  nounce  the  miscbievoos    impostor,  wijl 
"  not  only  receive  our  warm  approbation, 
"  but  be   entitled  to  our  full  md  firmest 
''  support*'- — ^I  do  not  say,  tliat  this  poor 
hireling  might  not  have  hoped  to  b^  able  to 
inveigle  some  weak  man  into  the  infamy  of 
being  applauded  by  him  ;  but,  I  assert,  with 
full  knowledge  of  the  fact,  that  all  those,  to 
whom  he  here  alludes  as  *f  the  J rien/ls  of 
"  Sir  Francis  Burdett,"  laugh  to  scorn  his 
cniserable  device,  which  in    point  of  con- 
temptibleijiess,  is   surpassed  by  nothing  but 
the  clamour  pf  the  well-dressed  rabble,  who 
read  his   columns,  and  who,    for    the  far 
greater  part,  share  with  him,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,   in  the  public  plunder.     No, 
Sir,  we,  the  people  of  England,  feel  that  Sir 
Francis  Burdett  is  our  be->t  friend.      We 
participate  in  his  principles,  wo  rely  on  his 
talents  and  integrity,  we  approve  of  his  de- 
clarations, we  despise  the  circulators  of  the 
a-hundred-times  refuted  calumnies  agr.inst 
him,  and    we    look    forwind,   with  reno- 
vated hope,  ta   the    dv.y,    when  those  ca- 
lumnies   will  be  drowned   in    the  unani- 
mous applause  of  a  no  loiigiei'  besotted  peo- 
ple.    Indeed,    to  suppose  tJiat  this  will  not 
be  the  case,  would  be  to  libel   human  na* 
ture ;  for,  is  it  not   to   set  the  people  of 
England  down  for  brutes,  t6  suppose  that 
they  can  approve  of  a  system   such  as  that 
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described  by  the  Courier  ?     And,  again   I 
ask;  if  that  description  be  not  true;  if  seats 
in  the  Hoube  of  Commons  be  not  bought 
and   sold,  why  are  not  liiesc  \j'riters  and 
puL!isher:»  punished,  by  that  law,  which,  as 
to  matters  of  libel,   is  so  watchful,  so  jea- 
lous, and  so  severe  ? 
I  now  come  to  the  proposed  subject  of  my 
.  letter.     I  said,   that  1  thought  myself  able 
to  prove,    "  that  Lord  Howick's  bill,    if 
/'  passed  into  a  law,  would  not  have  tended 
/*  to  re-CKalt  the  Roman  Catholic  fchurch, 
'*  and  tlicreby  sap  the  predominance  of  the 
*'  Church   of  England  j'*  and  tliis  I  shall 
now  endea\  our  to  do.     But,  first  of  all,  let 
roe  obsei*ve,  that  there  is  one  question,  very 
material  in  this  discussion,  which  seems  to 
have  been    entirely    overlooked,    namely, 
whet  her  U  he  sapping  of  ihe  predomnance  t/ 
the  Church  of  England  would  le  a  national 
evil?    I,  for  my  own  part,  should  regret 
!to  see  it  sapped,  and  overthrown,  because 
I  am  persuaded^    that  it  might  easily  be 
restored  to  its  former  purity  and  utility ;  but, 
■when  we  see  in  what  manner  its  benefices 
arc  but  too  generally  bestowed  -,  when  we 
look  at  the  endless  list  of  non-resident  in- 
cumbents ;   when  we  see  the  fruits  enjoyed 
by  those  of  its  ministers  who  perform  none, 
or  very  little  of  the  labour  j  when  we  com- 
pare the  solemn  promises  of  the  incumbents 
with   their  subsequent  practice  j   when  we 
fiee  more  than  half  of  the  people,  who  fre- 
quent any  place  of  worship  at  all,  turning 
from  the  church   to    the  meeting-house:, 
when  we  see  all  this,  we  must  not  be  very 
much  surprized,   if  there  sholild  be  fomnd 
many  persons,    who  entertain  doubts,    at 
least,  upon  the  question  above  stated  j  and, 
therefore,  previous  to  the  clamour  against 
Lord  Ilowick's  bill,  as  tending  to  sap  the 
predoininancc  of  the  church,  those  doubts 

should    have    been    removed. Viewing 

I  he  church,  establishment  as  connected  with 
the  political  state  of  the  country,  it  should, 
in  like  manner,  have  been  previously 
shown,  that  this  establishment  has  been, 
and  is,  conducive  to  the  greatness  pf  tlie 
nation,  the  permanence  of  the  throne,  and 
the  freedom  and  happiness  of  the  people. 
It  should  have  been  shewn  ,^  that  the  several 
piersons  embodied  under  the  church  establish- 
ment, are  more  jealous  of-  the  national  cha- 
racter, than  a  Roman  Catholic  clergy  would 
iiave  been  5  v/fi  shouid  have  been  referred  to 
a  time  when  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy 
taught  political  doctrine  more  slavish  than 
thatjdiichha»been,  and  is,  taught  by  the 
^  "****^'*^  Utday;  we  should  have 
if  the  R^ish  church 
Uts  priests  would,   in 


general,  have  exceeded  our  priests  in  poli- 
tical sycophancy  and  election  jobbing  5  -we 
should  have  been  assured,  that  an  instance, 
of  which  2  myself  was  a  witness^  of  a  Doc- 
tor of  Divinity  pffering  for  sale  two  seats  in 
parliament,  if  not  previously  disposed  of,  as 
(he  price  of  some  dignity  m'  the  church,   n 
only  a  specimen  of  what  we  should   have 
seen  in  grosi  under  the;  re-exaltation  of  the 
Romish  church ;  we  should  have  been   re- 
minded of  a  time,  when,  under  a'  Rumi^ 
hierarchy,  a  stale  of  parliamentary   repre- 
sentatioii  would  have"  been  justly  described 
in  something  worse  than  the  **  Hog  or  Horse" 
article  of  the  Courier  5  we  should  have  been 
brought  back  to  Jtomish  times,  and  shewn, 
that  then  men  like  Mr.  Sheridan  were  mem- 
bers of  parliament  j  something  should  have 
been  said,    some  effort  should  have  been 
made,  to  prove  to  us,  either  from  experience 
or  from  reason,  that,  under  a  Romish   hie- 
rarchy. Englishmen  would  have  experienced 
something  more  than  the  income  tax,  than 
the  seven-years  suspension  of    the  habesis 
corpus  act,  than  tbe  introduction  of  foreign 
troops,  sometliing  more  than  what,  for  these 
twenty- three  years  past,    they  have  expe- 
rienced)   it  should,  if  pos.sible,  have  been 
shewn,  that,  at  some  time  or  other,  when 
England    was    nnder    a   Roman   CathoUc 
cliurch,  England  was  in  greater  perU  from 
without,  or  in  greater  misery- within,  than 
she  is  at  this  moment.    All'  this.  Sir,,  or 
some  of  it,  at  least,  "should  have  been  shewn, 
previqus  to  the  raising  of  an  outcry  against 
Lord  Howick's  bill,  as  a  source  of  danger  to 
the  church  -,  because,  to  put  reasonable  men 
on  your  side,    it  was  necessary  to  convince 
them,  tliat  the  thing,  said  to  be  in  danger, 
was  a  thing  the  protecting  and  preserving  of 
which  was  of  some  importance  to  the  good 
of  the  nation. 

Taking  it  f<»r  granted, 'however,  that  the 
church  establish nient,  even  as  it  now  stands, 
with  all  its  pluralities  and  absentees,  is  a 
thing  worth  contending  for,  I  cannot  see 
how  tliat  establishment  could  possibly  have 
been  affected  by  Lord  Howick's  bill,  if  that 
bill  had  passed  into  a  law.  It  is  now  matter 
of  general  notoriety,  and  it  is  matter  of  feet 
not  to  be  denied,  Ist,  that  in  1793,  the 
power  of  granting  commissions  to  catiiolic^ 
in  tlie  IrislJ  army,  was,  by  law,  given  to  the 
king,  and  that  this  law  was  passed  with  the 
approbation  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  of  al mast  the 
whole  of  those  \^ho  are  now  in  the  ministry 
with  you;  2d,  that,  in  1801,  Mr.  Pitt 
and  Mr.  Dundas  went  out  of  office,  being 
,  followed^  by  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  Rose,  and 
others  now  in  the  ministry  with  you,l)ecausc 
the  king  would  not  ci^usent  to  tlie  bringing 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


993j  J\mE  6,  ISO?.— Hon,  Spencer  Perceval. 

in  of  a  bill,'  intended  to  give  the  Ronx^Q 
Catholics  even  seats  in  parliament,  upon 
the  bench,  and  in  the  privy  council ;  3d, 
that  in  1804,  a  law,  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
yma  passed,  authorizing  the  king  to  raise 
regiments  of  Roman  Catholic  foreigners, 
to  grant  commissions  to  foreign  Roman 
Catholic  ofBcers,  to  dispense  with  all  oaths 
from  them,  except  a  simple  oath  of  fidelity^ 
and  to  quarter  and  station  these  regiments , 
in  the-  heart  of  our  country  j  ^th. 


that  all 
this  the  king  Tiactdone  witliout  any  aet^fpar- 
limnent  to  sanction  it,  and  that  the  act  of  1 804, 
was/ in  part,  an  act  to  indemnify  those  who 
had  adnsed  him"  so  to  do;  5th,  that,    at 
the  time  when  this  bill  passed,  every  person 
now  in  the  ministry  was  in  power,  and  that 
you,  as  attorney  general,  must  have  examin- 
ed^ if  not  actually  have  drawn  up,  that  bill. 
Greatly  puzzled,  therefore,  must  the  world 
be  to  discover  any  thing  in  the  bill  of  Lord 
Howick  more  dangerous  to  the  church  than 
what  was  contained  in  the  bill  actually  pass- 
ed with  your  and  your  present  colleagues* 
approbation.    Am  I  told,  that,    to  admit 
Roman  catholic  ybmg«cr5  was  not  dange- 
roos,  because  they  could  have  no  connec- 
-tion,  or  cbmmunity  of  interests,  with  the 
Roman  Catholics,  whether  priests  or  laity, 
in  this   country  ?  My  answer  is,  that  this 
'distinction  is  done  away  by  the  act  of  1793^ 
which  authorised  the  king  to  grant  commis- 
'«ioQ8  to  Roman  Catholics  serving  in  the 
'Irish  army ;  so  that,  if  the  acts  of  you  and 
your    colleagues  were  not  hostile  to  the 
established  church,  it  is  impossible  that  the 
bill  of  Lord  Howick  could  have  been  so. 
,  Bat,  waiving  all  argument  drawn  from 
the  example  of  Pirt  and  of  yourself,  what 
did  Lord  Howick^s  bill  propose  to  do  ?    To 
render  it  lauful  for  the  king  to  grant,  if  he 
pleased,  commissions  to  English  and  Irish 
•catholics,  through  the  whole  of  the  several, 
ranks  of  the  army  and  the  navy,  and  to 
insure,    by  law,   the  free  exercise  of  his 
Worship,  toevery  Roman  catholic  soldier  or 
sailor-     It  is,  Sir,   beyond  my  powers  of 
penetration  to  discover  any  danger,    even 
the  mcst  rertioie,  that  could,  from  such  a 
law,  have  arisen  to  the  church  of  England  5 
and,  especially  when  1  take  into  view  the 
•well-known  facts,  that  the  king,  without 
any  such  law,  has  long  granted  commissions 
to  his  Roman  catholic  subjects,  and  that  the 
Roman  catholic  soldiers  and  sailors  are,  and 
long  have  beer,  freed  from  all  lestraint  as 
ta  the  exercise  of  their  worship.     Besides, 
«appo*?e  the  bounds  to  have  been  extended 
\»y  this  bw,  it  rested  wholly  with  the  king 
to  appoint  or  not  appoint,  to  |)rorao(e  or  not 
proraole,   to  ca*hier'or  not  cashier,    any. 


^nd  every,  Roman  catholic,  either  in  the 
army  or  the  navy ;  so  that,  if  there  was 
any  danger  at  all  in  the  extension,  it  must 
have  consisted  solely  in  the  possibility  of 
the  king's  not  being  guided  by  wisdom  in 
the  choice  and  [Promotion  of  his  officers. 
But,  even  in  this  case,  where  shall  we  look 
for  the  source  of  danger  to  the  church  ? 
In  what  way  could  this  bill,  a  bill  intended 
merely  to  extend  the  operation  of  the  king*s 
pleasure,  as  to  promotions  in  the  .nrmy  and 
navy,  or  rather,  to  render  the  operation  of 
that  pleasure  legal ;  in  what  M'ay  could  such 
a  law  endanger  the  safety  of  the  church 
establishment  ?  It  gave  nothing  to  the  Ro- 
man catholic  priests  or  bishops,  eiiher  in 
authority^  in  name,  or  in  money.  It  took 
nothing,  either  of  power  or  emolument, 
from  the  church  of  England.  It  left  both 
churches  just  as  they  were  before  j  and,  if 
the  church  of  England  has  experienced  any 
danger  from  it,  or  does  experience  any  dan- 
ger from  it,  it  is  that  danger  which  a  false  • 
and  hypocritical  clamour  seldom  fails,  first 
or  last,  to  bring  down  upon  the  heads  of  its 
inventors  and  promoters. 

*'  Wliat,  then,*'  some  one  will  say,  "  in- 
"  duced  so  many  of  the  clergy  of  the  churdi 
"  of  England  to  send  addresses  against  Lord 
"  Howick's  bill  ?•*  That,  Sir,  which  in- 
duces the  crowds,  that  beset  Whitehall,  to 
address  letters  to  the  minister. of  the  day : 
a  desire  to  obtain  money  for  doing  nothing. 
If  the  motive  had  been  other  than  this  j  if 
any  thing  but  the  goal  of  preferment  had  been 
in  view,  the  clergy  would  not  have  been  so 
tardy  in  their  opposition  to  the  bill.  If  they 
had  been  animated  by  an  anxiety  for  the 
preservation  of  the  church,  and  had  regarded 
the  bill  as  dangerous  to  it,  how  came  they, 
not  to  petition  the  parliament  the  moment 
the  bill  Was  brought  in  ?  They  never  thought 
of  any  such  thing.  They  let  the  bill  go 
quietly  on  5  nor  was  it  until  the  bill  had 
been  unlhdrawn,  that  thf^y  began  to  issu.e 
their  godly  fulminations  against  it.  Nay„ 
Sir,  even  this  was  not  enough  to  overcome 
their  propensity  to  br  cautious  j  for  they 
saw  the  ministry  safely  turned  our,  and  even 
after  that  they  waited  io.see  you  unth  a, 
majority  on  your  side,  before  xiiay  ventured 
to  address  their  gracious  and  pious  sovereign 
for  his  care  in  preventing  the  ovcrthro>v  of  - 
the  church.  It  would  be  curious  enough  to 
sec  the  list  of  those,  who  took  the  lead  iij 
these  addresses;  but,  tliere 'needs  no  such 
list  to  make  their  motives  evideot  to  the 
world. 

H}pjcrisy,  dciestable  in  any  man,  is 
peculiarly  so  when  met  with  under  the  garb 
of  a  minister  of  religion  3    and,  thcrel'ure. 
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the  cry  of  ''  no,  popery,"  set  up,  or  pro- 
pagated, by  too  many  of  the  clergy,  must, 
first  or  last,  receive  its  just  reward,  in  the  natu- 
ral consequences  of  general  detestation.  This 
is  not  the  first  set  of  priests,  who  have  kin* 
died  a  flame  in  the  multitude ;  and;  as  the 
usual  consequence  has,  heretofore,  been  the 
destruction  of  the  kindlers,  \H  thetn  beware. 
Jt  is,  upon  this  occasion  especially,  well 
worthy,  of  remark,  that  there  has  been  no 
lavage,  no  miscbief-doing  mobs,  in  this 
touhtr}',  for  many  year^,  except  those  who 
have  been  led  by  a  cry  of  **  churclC*  or 
*'  kiJig*"  or  both  together.  Amongst  all 
the  hupdreds  of  thoubauds  of  persons,  who 
have,  atdiffcient  times,  and  at  some  times 
imder  circumstances  extremely  irritating, 
asst-mbled  round  Sir  Francis  Burdctt,  not 
©ne  man^or  ^oman,  has  ever  committed  an 
act  of  violence.  Up^a  sevcnl  cxcasions 
M'hat  mischief  has  been  anticipated !  What 
pre^jaraticns  have  been  made  for  resistance  I 
And  what  disappointmciit  has  been  felt  ai 
perceiving  that  all  ihesc  preparations  were 
unneccssar}' !  •*  Church  and  kin^'*  mobs 
have  as.-ar.lied  and  killed  many  pepple  j 
have  rescued  prisoners  from  jail  5  bav^ 
burnt  and  otherwise  destroyed  houses  and 
gc!>4lii  J  pnd  many  acts  of  vioience,  including 
CMie  breaking  open  of  a  jail,  have  been 
committed  by  **  Icyal  volunteers  "  But, 
amongst  jH  the  as<^emblages  of  the  people, 
the  cause  ©f  whicii  lias  been  their  attach- 
ment, real  or  expressed,  •  to  the  cause  of 
freedom,  not  a  smglc  act  of  \iolence,  that 
1  remember,  hjs  ever  been  coirmitted. 
Is  it.  Sir,  that  the  latter  are  less  brutish  than 
the  former  j  or  is  it,  that  the  ibrmer  tliink 
themselves  «ur«  of  impunity  ?  Nevertheless, 
John  Bowles  and  his  clamorous  comrades 
cease  not  to  cry  Jacobin  and  Leveller  against 
every  man  who  is  too  wise  and  too  just  to 
join  them  in  the  cry  of  *'  No  Popery  /*' 
Hv^y  man,  who  wishes  to  see  the  burdens 
of  the  people  lightened  5  every  man  who 
wishes  to  see  the  public  money  fairly  and 
fully  accounted  for  j  every  man  who  wi&hes 
to  enjoy,  whether  in  body  or  estate,  the 
same  degree  ef  fj;eedom  that  his  fatjier  en- 
joyed J  eyei;y  man  who  wishes  tHo  church  to 
be  supported  by  the  piety  and  diligence  of  its 
pastors,  and  who,  therefore,  expresses  his 
dias.ni?faction  at  seeing  one  half  of  thij 
chmches  left  to  the  care  of  those  who  re- 
ceive not  the  revenues  arising  from  thehi ; 
every  such  man  is  sure  to  be  marked  oiTt,  by 
the  *'  icyal"  crew,  as  a  Jacobin  and  Level- 
ler J  as  an  enemy  to  tiie  church  and  the 
king.  -, 

Id  is,  however,  pleasing  to  perceive,  that 
this  outcry  has,  on  the  present  occasion,  pro- 
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duced  little  eflect,  and,  updn  the  whote,  no 
effect  at  all  in  favour  of  those,  by  ♦^hom  it 
was  set  up.  Here  and  there  a  set  of  brutish, 
or  hired,  ruffians  have  made  the  streets  re- 
sound witli  the  hypocritical  cry  5  but,  id  most 
other  places,  as  in  Westminster^  it  has  been 
regarded  as  the  cry  of  the  crocodile  3  and, 
though  the  selfish  Whies  have  been  humbled 
in  the  dust,  their  not- less  8elfi>h  adversaries 
have  made  little  progress,  except  in  the  ha*- 
tred  of  the  nstion.  Prai?ed  withoot  ceasing^ 
be  the /king  for  dissolving  the  parliament'; 
for  this  his  *'  recurrence  to  the  sense  of  the 
"  people/*  than  which  nothing  could  possi- 
bly be  more  advantageous  to  the  coimtryi 
unless,  indeed,  it  were  another  dissolutioo^ 
another  **  recurrence  10  the  senst  of  the 
"people,**  in  two  or  three  months'  time. 
What  light,  throurh  the  yawning  cracks' 
made  by  tl^is  sudden  and  delightful  shake, 
has  broken  in  upon  those  who  were  before 
in  coinparative  darktiess  !  The  idiot  now 
begins  lo  perceive,  arid  those  who  were  half 
fools,  as  to  questions  of  politics,  are  no^ 
men  of  understanding.  Ail  the  slang  of 
parry,  all  the  trickery  of  debate,  all  that 
amused,  lulied,  deluded,  or  defirauded,  i»  . 
now  laid  bare,  is  now  exposed  to  the  criti- 
cism of  returning  good  sense,  and  excites, 
by  turns,  hatred  ancj  contv3n>pt. 

That  these  feelings,  thus  directed,  may 
live  and  gather  strength  in  the  Hiinds  uf 
Englishmen,  and  tliat  the  consecjucnco  may 
be  the  restoration  of  the*  honour  and  happi-* 
ness  of  England,  is  the  constant  prayer  of. 
Sir, 

Your  &c.  Src. 
♦  Wm.  Cobbett, 

Boiteyi  AlkJune,  IQD7. 

PUBLIC    MEN. 

Bcinsi  civis's  2<f  Letter. 

Sir, When  history,  the  faithful  in^ 

terpreter  between  distant  ages  and  natioiis, 
shall  hare  recorded  the  transactions  of  the 
last  three  mohlhsi  posterity  will  learn  with 
astonishment  and  regret,  that  iin  ago  of 
science  and  philosophy,  of  cultirated  rct^oa 
and  rational  religion,  has  been  disfigored  and 
disgraced;  by  the  extst^ce  and  avowal  of 
'prejudices  and  bigotry,  so  rank,  that  .they 
woidd  be  a  reproach  even  to  the  darkest  pe- 
riods of  superstition  ana  barbarism.  Ja  the 
progress  of  the  human  mind,  individual  of 
extraordinary  genius  have  sometimes  out- 
stripped the  tardy  advances  of  general  rea.- 
son,  and  anticipated  the  result  of  centtiri^s  of 
gradual  improvement ;  bnt  this  is  tUe  fir^ 
instance,  in  whicli,  amidst  the  general  pro- 
gresS  of  cultivation,  individuals  of  eidig&teu- 
ed  minds  have  started  back  itom  the  actual 
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state  of  iBe  public  intellect,  to  retrace  the 
eteps  of  reason,  and  revive  the  errors  of  less 
cviltivated  times  The  n^ebncholy,  though 
perhaps  inevitable,  ignorance  of  the  great 
mass  of  tlie  inhabitants,  of  every  nation,  has 
at  all  tiroes  rendered  them  most  pione  ta 
<irror,  and  least  capable  of  resisting  the  arti- 
fices of  men  interested  in  imposing  npon 
them.  It  >fcill,  however,  be  recorded,  to 
the  everlasting  honour  of  the  people  of  tliis 
country,  that,  whilst  statesmen  and  Icgi^a^ 
iors  have  adopted  the  language  of  prejudice 
and  bigotry,  and  sor.tjht  to  relvindjc  the 
tlumes  of  religious  animosities  and  intole- 
rance, the  steady  and  enlightened  renson  of 
llio  British  public  has  shrunk  irom  the  illi- 
beril contagion;  and,  except  in  a  very  few 
instances,  triumphantly  resi.stcil  the  attempt- 
ed delusion.  This  remarlcable  instance  of 
public  liberality  and  popular  moderation  will 
be  conte  nplated  hf  futnre  generations;,  as  a 
nio-.t  auspicious  epoch  in  the  progress  ot' 
puullc  opinion  and  national  reason.  Too 
long  has  the;  legislature  ot' this  country,  been 
slowij  tullowing  the  progress  of  reason,  iui» 
m-ui.ly  and  justice,  and  suffered  Itsdf  to  be 
led  by  the  covirse  of  events,  whieh  it  was  its 
proper  province  either  to  anticipate  or  to 
controul.  it  !s  a  deplorable  contlition  of  a 
state,  when  any  considerabki  portion  of  its 
subjects  is  i  isiifled  by  experience,  in  form- 
ing the  uniujipy  association  between  the 
alleviation  of  tiieir  grievances  and  tlie  dis- 
tress of  the  whole  state.  Yet,  it  i^  no  less- 
true  than  lamentable,  that  every  relaxation 
of  ihe penal  statiKes,  against  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  was  opposed  with  the  same  argu- 
ments, and  on  the  same  grounds,  as  the  iate 
^ill,  thoufii  the  urgency  of  tl>e  crisis  suc- 
cessively stifled  the  voice  of  conscience,, and 
precluded  all  reasoning  against  the  question. 
Folly,  or  a  top  fatal  security  may,  perhaps, 
consider  the  present  circunwtances  of  the 
country  less  urgent  j  but,  it  does  not  require 
much  political  sagacity  to  perceive,  that, 
^hdtevet  may  be  the  termination  of  the 
war  on  the  Continent,  such  an  order  of 
things  has  arisen  in  Europe,  as  will  require 
the  immediate  and  complete  union  and  con- 
solidation of  all  the  energies  of  this  empire, 
in  order  to  enable  it  to  ^ope,  or  keep  pace, 
"with  the  strength  and  establishments  of  the 
other  iiiitions  of  Europe.  Inough  the 
Fiench  army  weto  annihilated,  the  French 
nation  ,  revolutionised,  aggrandised,,  and, 
what  is  still  nipre  fortpidaWe,  familiarised 
with  tho  military  conscription,  it  would  not 
dssCepd  from  its  commanding  rank  in  the 
scale  of  nations.  But,  if  the  fortune  of  war 
ishould  prove  favourable  to  the  arras  of  the 
French  chief,,  if  victory  gljo  dd  a^aia  attend 


his  career,  the  difficalties  of  this  country 
w  ould  be  so  greatly  multiplied  and  enhanced 
that  it  might  be  reasonably  questioned,  whe- 
ther concessions  would  not  then  come  too 
late,  and  the  project  of  effecting  a  consolida- 
tion of  the  \vhofe  physical  farce  of  the  em- 
pire prove  unavaiiiog.  It  is  a  melancholy 
defect  in  the  adminrsiration  of  our  public 
affairs,  that  the  tactions  of  public  men,  who 
are  successively  entrusted  with  the  govern- 
ment, uniformly  profes!?  principled  of  pa** 
trlctism,  but  ever  act  as  partisans.  They 
temporise  with  their  opponents  to  keep  theiu 
out,  and -they  temporise  with  their  own  pro- 
fessed principles  t<>  keep  themselves  in. 
They  bi'comc  invariably  ministers  of  expe- 
dients, and  govein  acObrding  to  events, 
which,  upon  every  principle  of  sound  poli- 
cy, t1iey  ought  to  guide.  The  man,  \\h.3 
neglects  to  provide  against  the  hour  of  peril 
and  difjtress,  abandons  his  prospective  secu- 
rity for  his  present  enjoyment.  An  admi- 
nistrntion  that  does  not  adopt  every  obviously 
wise  precaution  to  secure  the  future  prospe- 
rity of  the  nation,  may  govern  with  leds  dan- 
ger to  its  own, continuance  in  olfc'ce,  but  sa- 
crifices the  permanent  interest  of  the  state  to 
that  most  selfish  and  unworthy  object..  Mi- 
nisters should  divest  themselves,  on  entering 
upon  ofBce,  of  all  selfish,  party,  or  ]>3itiul 
feelings.  Tlie  executive  power  of  cw  great 
empire  never  appeals  to  more  advantasp, 
than  when  imitating  the  universal  and  inifis- 
criminnting  bounty  of  Providence  to  all  its 
creatures.  It  is  not  matter  of  roproach 
against  a  public  man,  that  he  is  attached  to 
his  religion  j  but  it  is  a  subject  of  just  com^ 
plaint,  that  he  should  make  the  rule  of  hit 
faith  the  standard  of  fcis  public  administra- 
tion. The  man  who  studies  creeds  3nd  pO; 
Jemical  theology,  not  maxims  of  wise  go-, 
vernmeut  and  aw  science  of  legislation,  may 
make  a  good  recluse,  but  must  be  ^  bad  po- 
litician. Very  diffei-ent  talents  and  qualifi- . 
Cations  are  necessary  for  the  govcrnme?nt  of 
afr^ternif}'  of  monks,  and  the  administration 
of  the  aifairs  of  a  great  nation.'  The  syitcra 
that  would  be  wise  for  a  body  of  men,  asso- 
ciated upon  principles  subversirfe  of  every^ 
natural  and  social  duty,  would  be  ill  suited  to 
the  f.overnment  of  a  great  nation,  where  it  is 
60  much  the  interest  6f  the  state  to  strength- 
en the  one  and  enliance  the  ofher.  Indeed, 
in  a  political  point  of  view,  it  would  bo 
much  more  dcsireable,  that  a  minister  of  a 
great  empire  should  hiive  too  littk,  than  too 
much,  of  a  religious  bias.  Tlie  fatheT,'Who 
feels  alilie  towards  all  his  children,  shares  hi«  • 
paternal  solicitude  frnparlially  amongst  them, 
and  provide!!  equally  for  them  pU  5  but  be 
that  suifers  himself  10  be  influenced  by  a 
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predilection  for  one,   is  guUty  of  perpetual 
injustice  to  all  the  rest  5    and,    too    eften 
sacrifices  the  interests  of  the  whole  family  to 
the  capricious  gratifications  of  his  favourite. 
Considerations  of  religion  never   interfere 
wi^h  our.  system  of  relations  with  foreign 
powers;  as,  otherwise,  we  should  aot  have 
been  at  the  same  tin>e,  the  nllies  of  Protest- 
ants, Pagans,  Greeks,  Papists^  Turks,  and 
even    of  the  Pope    himself.    Intimate  al- 
liances with  foreign  states,  no  less  than  the 
internal  and  perfect  unioB  of  all  descriptions 
of  its  subjects,  constituta  the  strength  and 
security  of  d  great  empire  -,  and,  when  the 
object  is  the  same,  it  may  well  seem  extraor- 
dinary, that  the  means  should  be  so  different, 
for  the  external  and  internal  accomplishment 
of  it.     I  am  aware,  that  to  this  it  may  be 
answered,  in  the  idle  cant  of  the  day,  that 
the  preservation  of  our  church  establishment 
depends  upon  the  continuance  of  that  inter- 
nal policy^  which  excludes  papists  and  dis- 
senters from  the  possession  of  political  pow- 
er.    But,  if  the  undisturbed  and  undisputed 
possession  for  a  century  Hnd  a  half,  and  the 
certain  and  decided  ,protetition  af  the  legis- 
lature, were  not  a  sufficient  security  for  our 
national  establishments,  they  would  find  a 
most  effectual  shield  in  the  insensible  but 
accumulated  improvement   of   the  human 
mind.    The  materials  of  which  the  intole- 
rance and  fanaticism  of  former  nimes  were 
made  up,  no  longer  exist :  and  it  would  be 
to  belie  the  evidence  of  science,  philosophy, 
and  reason,  to  deny  the  civil,   moral,  and 
religious  amelioration  of  the  natiori.j  to  re- 
verse the  order  of  intellectual  progress,  and 
reascend  the  current  of  lime  and  experience, 
for  a  moment  to  suppose  a  British  public  of 
the  present  day,  capable  of  renewing  the 
scenes  of  phrenzy,    folly,   and  enormity, 
whicli  darken  so  many  of  the  pages  of  our 
past  histor}'.     It  is  the  invariable  character 
of  imbecility  to  neglect  measures  of  precau- 
tion or  defence^  till  overtaken  by  danger, 
and  to  augment  its  efforts  in  proportion  as  it 
recAdes  from  the  peril  that  rendered  them 
necessary.    If  we  regard  the  subject  with 
the  eyes  of  reason,  not  through  the  medium 
of  bigotry,  it  will  be  incontestibly  obvious, 
that  the  policy  of  penal  statutes  on  the  sub- 
jeat  of  religion,  had  suivived  the  necessity  of 
forming  them,  and  that  the  penalties  have 
outlived  even  the  semblance  of  policy,  for 
continuing  them.    The  -fluctuating  state  of 
the  national  religion  pending  the  reforma-  - 
tion,  and  the  unsteady  maxims  of  government 
both  in  church  and  state,-  for  some  time  af- 
ter, produced  ihose  convulsions  and  revolu- 
tions,  that  rendered  the  enactment  of  the 
paiuil  statutes  indlspcnsiblcu    TbQ  ^eaj  of 
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the  sectarists,  that  sprnng  np  from  the  ruins 
of  the  old  rehgion,  was  goaded  on  by  mutual 
opposition  to  fiiry  and  fanaticism.     But  the 
acrinoony  of  the  contending  parties  has  long 
since  subsided,  and  the  bitterness  of  their 
contests,  and  the  religious  animosity,  with 
which  they  prosecuted  them,  are  now  lost  in 
the  mild  spirit  of  the  gospel,  and  the  devoat 
exercise  of  all  the  social  and  religious  chari- 
ties.   The  confluence  of  many  streams  is 
inevitably  the  scene  of  great  agitation,  but  as 
their  respective  waters  advance  from  the 
point  of  concussion,. they  insensibly  subside 
into  the  same  smooth  and  unruffled  surface. 
The  code  of  penal  laws  was  something  more 
than  a  century,  from  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
to  that  of  George  I.  in  progress  j  it  has  now 
been  near  a  century  on  the  decline ;  and,  aa 
a  new  «ra  has  arisen  in  the  political  system 
of  Europe,  let  us  hope,  that  we  may  date 
from  its  commencement  the  total  abolition 
of  all  religious  distinctions,  so  far  as  regards 
the  indiscriminate  employment  of  all  classes 
of  subjects  in  the  service  and  defence  of  this 
state.    When    the   last    penal   laws  were 
enacted,  there  was  a  popish  pretender  to  the 
throne,  whose  claims  and  avowed  designs 
rendered  the  establishment  of  such  distisc* 
tions  indi^)ensible  to  the  quiet,  if  not  to  the 
safety  of  the  state.     That  danger  is  now 
long  past,  but  there  exists  another  and  more 
formidable  danger,  in  the  person  of  an  im<» 
placable  enemy,  whose  gigantic  pretensions 
are  to  be  defeated,  not  by  the  distinctions, 
but  by  the  complete  union  of  all  classes  of 
the  subjects  of  this  realm.  '  When  the  yes*. 
stl  is  in  danger,  every  body  pn  board  shonh) 
share  in   the  peril  and  glory  of  preserving , 
her.    It  is  idle,  it  is  wanton,  it  is  wicked,  to 
reject  or  relax  those  efforts  that  can  be  given, 
and  are  necessary,  to  the  great  purpose  of 
present  preservation.     How  bitter  would  be 
the  pangs  of  reflection,    how   severe  the 
stings  of  remorse,  in  the  moment  of  com-* 
mon  ruin,   to  those  who  should  look  back 
upon  their  own  headstrong  folly,  and  too—' 
too  late  become  sensible,  that  the  catastrophe 
might  have  been  prevented,  if  they  had  not 
stifled  the  voice  of  reasoa  by  the  clanifours 
of  prejudice,  and  spurned  at  security,  that 
was  to  be  purchased  by  the  practice  of  }tis- 
tice  and  humanity  towards  their  fellow  sub- 
jects and  suflerers?  But  the  church  woold 
thereby  be  endangered  I  Whence,  and  from 
whom  is  the  danger  to  arise }  What  danger 
has  arisen  from  the  relaxations  tliathave  st- 
ready  taken  place  ?  Is  it  not  a  gross  perftr<h 
uon  of  reason  and  common  s^nse,  to  sop* 
pose,  that  any  body  of  rational  beings  will  - 
be  more  discontented  with  lesscausey^oi-l^ss 
loyal  and  attached  to  the  existing  constii^tid^ 
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in  all  Its  brarichei,  the  mow  interest  fhey 
have  in   maintaining  it  ?  The  absurdity  of 
such  an  opinion  is  too  gross  to  bear  the  slight- 
est consideration.    The  chanipiohs  of  the 
church  militant  may  ^uiet  their  fears :  the 
clergy,  or  the  established  Veligion  has  no- 
thing seriously  to  apprehend  from  even  the 
total  repeal  of  all  the  test  laws ;  laws  practi- 
cally obsolete,  with  respect  to  the  great  civil 
and  .military  departmi-nts  of  the  state,  and 
which.arc  efficient  only  in  limiting  the  elec- 
tive franchises  and  municipal  rights  of  venal 
cbrporations  and   boroughs.^   The  general 
reasoa  of  the  question,  therefore,  is  in  fa- 
vour of  the  policy  of  removing  all  those  dis-. 
tinctions  that  have  so  long  survived  the  oc- 
casions which  called  for  them.     It  is  time  to 
abolish  them,  when  the  most  strenuous  ad- 
vocates for  their  continuance  can  urge  no- 
thing in  their  defence  but  unqualified  invec- 
tive, misrepresentation,  and  falsehood.  Opi- 
nions are  imputed  to  the  Catholics,  which 
they  deny  upon  their  oath,  and  they  are 
represented  as  holding  odious  tenets,  with 
respect  to  persons  differing  from  them  in 
religion,  and  the  power  fof  the  Pope,  which, 
upon  the  authority  of  the  most  learned  of 
their  Universities,  they  have  publicly  and  so- 
lemnly discjaimed  as  any  part  of  their  reli- 
gion or*  belief.    After  such  satisfactory  at- 
testations of  their  freedom  from  the  detest- 
table  doctrines,  falsely,  but  incessantly  urged 
against  them,   it  is  really  extraordinary  to 
hear  persons,   who  make  oaths  the  test  of 
truth  and  smcerity,  still  charging  them  upon 
these  heads.    By  refusing  Jto  take  the  tests, 
which  they  cannot  do  with  a  safe    con- 
science, they  shew  their  reverence  for  the 
sanctity  of  an  oath,  and  iAtitle  themselves  to 
credit  on  the  oaths  they  have  taken.     But 
the    clamour   and    opposition    which    was 
raided  against  th«  late  bill;  and  the  fanatic 
cry  of  "  the  Church,"  and  *'  no  Popery/* 
were;  if  possible,  more  monstrous  arid  extra- 
vagiant,  than  the  ridiculous  absurdities  urged 
against  the  general  question  of  Emancipa- 
tion.   That  bill  was  to  give  to  the  Catholics 
nothing  which  they  had  not  possessed  be- 
fbre }  but  it  would  have  given  to  the  state, 
•  what  it  cannot  have  without  such  a  measure^ 
an  inexhaustible  supply  of  natime  troops  for 
(be  regular  army,    if  it  gave  to  th«  King 
the  power  of  advancing  Catholic  officers  to 
the  highest  ranks  of  the  army  and  navy,  it 
was  a  power,  that  in  the  exercise  of  it,  was 
to  be  subject  to  his  royal  discretion,  and  to 
condemn  that  part  of  the  measure,  because 
the  power  might  be  improperly  exercised, 
was  to  insinuate  a  direct  accusation  against 
his  Majesty,  that  he  was  not  tit  to  be  trusted 
with  such  a  power.     The  bill  was  also  to 
restore  tlie  go^Mstencjr  of  the  law  s  of  the 


empire,  and  to  vindicate  the'  character  of 
parliament.     It  is  wholly  unworthy  of  aa 
enlightened  legislature  to  suffer  that  by  con- 
nivance, which  should  never  be  done  but  by* 
the  anthority  of  law,  and  there  is  little  mag- 
nanimity rn  the  subterflige,  that  would  takei 
advantage  of  (he  clandestine  str\'ice  for  the 
purpose  of  'witbhqlding  the  pubKc  reward, 
and  honourable  distinction  of  profefssional 
eminence.    Every  body  kno^  that  there 
are  numberless  Roman  Catholics  in  the  ar- 
my and  navy,  and  every  person  acquainted 
with  the  subject  must  be  convinced,  that 
there  are  no  better  officers  nor  soldiet-s  ia 
the  service.    They  have  fought,  they  have 
bled,  they  have  conquered  in  the  cause  of 
their  country;  and  yet,  these  are  the  med, 
to  whom  it  has  been  said  in  parliament,  that 
"  the  sword"  was  not  to  be  intrusted.    1 
must  confess  1  do  not  like  these  canting  po- 
liticians, who  speak  unmeaning  jargon  for 
the  sake  of  a  sobnding  and  pretty  phrase, 
who  embarrass  government,  till  they  get  into 
power,   ^d  take  the  first  opportunity  after 
to  desert  the  c^use  they  had  before  advo* 
cated.    Neither  do  I  admire  the  sanctimo-* 
nious  sect  of  public  men,  who,  in  the  osten- 
tation of  universal  philanthropy,  consult  the 
civilisation  and  happiness  of   mankind   in 
every  region  of  the  globe^j  but  who,  in  the 
true  and  bigotted  sjiirir  of  narrow  tniuded 
sectarists,  object  to  a  grant  of  five  thousand 
pounds  for  the  angmcntation  of  the  Catholic 
seminary  ir^  Ireland.     I  shall  not  say  any 
thing  now  of  the  measure  for  confiding  that 
sword  to  foreign  Catholics,  which^  it  seems, 
ought  not,  and  is  not  to  be  intrusted  to  na- 
tive Catholics,  because  it  is  a  disgrace  to  the 
author,  and  a  recorded  libel  upon  the  loyalty 
of  our  Catholic  fellow  subjects.    It  appears, 
however,  to  be  only  a  p^»rt  of  tlie  great  ^v\], 
of  which  the  nation  has  to  complaif^*    Our 
public  men  seem  either  afraid,  unable,  or 
ashamed  to  look  boldly  itito  the  circumstan- 
ces of  the  internal  condition  of  the  empire, 
thought,  in  the  activity  of  their  benevolence 
or  politics,  they  seek  fiar  objects  of  compas- 
sion or  recruits  for  our  armies,  in  distaiiit  re- 
gions, whilst  better  might  be  found  in  great 
plenty  much  nearer  home.    Yet,  1  will  ven- 
ture to  predict,  tliat  things  will  never  go 
well  till  much  more  attention  shall  be  paid 
to  the  domestic   and  local  interests  of  the 
empire ;  and,  if  ever  that  period,  which*  I 
trust  is  not  far  distant,  shall  arrive,  that  in 
the  defection  of  foreign   mercenaries,   and 
the  failure  of  visionary  schemes  of  ^istaot 
'  civilisation,  the  security  and   happiness  cf 
tliis  empire  shall  be  imraovcably  supported 
by* its  own   industrious,    enlightened  and 
free  popnlatTon.— -•Civis, -'-^  A?f7y  25, 
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POLITICAL  BEGlSTER.^Poffr  Lawf, 


FOOR  £,AWS;*^iIR.  MALTHUS, 

Bdag  C.  S:s  Third  Leiler. 
Sir,— Whatever  may  be  the  degree  of 
discredit  which  Mr.  Mai  thus  niay  have  in- 
curred by  the  broaching  of  doctrines^  which, 
•  if  brocgiit  into  practice,  because  they  may 
%e  true  in  theory,  would  inake  it  moralJy 
unju3t,.and  poll  Li caHy  wrong,  to  check  the 
vices  and  imperfections  to  which  man  and, 
bis  instituiionsare  naturally  liable— nay,  which 
would  render  social  order  and  religion  them- 
selves, as  tlie  means  of  human  happiness, 
entires  of  the  first  magnitude  5  still  every 
iperit  must  be  allowed  him  for  having  placed 
the  subject  of  political  economy  upon  the 
only  ptinciple  on  which  it  can  be  discuM>ed 
with  advantage,  namely,  that  of  labour  a^ 
applied  to  the  cultivation  of  tlie  earth.  Fa- 
tally, it  is  but  too  generally  thg  opinion, 
that  if  we  will  but  Mlow  up  our  ditlerent 
callings  with  industry  and  economy,  then 
we  hare  performed  our  duty,  and  every 
thing  is  done  for  our  welfare  ihat  labour  and 
prudence  can  do.  A  moment's  reflection, 
however,  mr.st  satisfy  even  the  shallow- 
1 1  inking  advocates  of  tins  sophistical  doc- 
trine, that  if  the  labour  whicli  should  culti- 
vate the  ground  be  otlKrvvise  directed,  no 
other  description  of  toil,  or  exertion  otpiii- 
dencc,  can  supply  our  wants,  or.  avert  the 
famine,  misery,  and  vice  which  ^Ir.  M. 
prognosticates  from  a  deficiency  of  soli. 
Mercantile  industry,  for  instance,  has  crept 
into  the  highest  eblccn^.  with  the  wcU-d rested, 
ns  wdl  as  with  the  ill-dicsscd  rabble ;  and 
as  merchants  have  ^liiy  seized  upon  the 
wealth  of  the  modern  world,  boldly  oisurped 
its  govern mepts,  and  spread  the  flanies  of 
war  from  pole  to  pole,  there  is  nothing 
which  it  is  thouglit  beyond  their  reach  to 
do.  But,  stop,  rabbles,  even  you  rabbles  of 
stata;  what  is  the  industry  of  merchants^ 
hy  comparison  witli  that  of  the  agriculturist  ? 
Just  what  the  industry  of  those  beasts  of 
burden  called  mules  and  asses  is  to  the  la- 
bour of  those  who  load  and  feed  them,  and 
neither  more  nor  less.  Mules  and  asses, 
however,  are  useful  animals  in  their  places  : 
]ike  merchants,  they  fetch  and  carry  the 
load^  which  the  husbandman  and  manufac- 
turer prepare  for  and  lay  upon  their  backs  5 
bat  more  of  them  are  not  therefore  to  be 
bred  and  fed,  than  can  be  maintained  with- 
otit  starving  and  distressing  those  who  feed 
them.  Aiid  the  principle  applies  not  only 
to  merchants,  but  to  all  tliose  who  are 
not  employed  in  the  more  innocent  and  per 
manently  lucrative  pursuits  of  agricultural 
industry  J— but  it  applies  particularly  to  idlers 
of  ail  descriptions  3  because,  characteristically 
fip^aking,  they  are  more  daring  tbieves,  and 
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more  unrelenting  robbers,  than   those  ai*e 
whose  labour   is  misapplied.     Cbnsidenng 
idlers,  therefore,  *as  the  greatest  bane  of  so- 
cial happiness ;  and  as  it  is  my  duty,  as  one 
who  complains  of  their  number,  to  derail, 
in  some  meiisure  the  means  of  reducing  *St 
with  advantage  to  tlie  state,  I  will,  in  sub- 
stance, quote  that  part  of  my  letter  in  tile 
Register  of  May  30th,   ISO7,  which  states 
tnc  leading  evils  of  which   idlers  are  tUe 
natural  oflspring.     Iliese  evils  iare,  1  st,  the 
Monopoly  of  Land ;    2d,  the  Freedom  of 
Trade,  including  the  right  of  e\ery  man  to 
do  as  he  pleases  with  his  own  properly  j  STd, 
Taxes  and  Tithes  i  and,  4th,  the  National 
Debt. ,  if  it  be  true,  as  stated  by  Mrl  M- 
that  the  establishment  of  tlie  Utopian  system 
,  of  ha])piness  and  virtue  would  be  the  meails 
of  aggravating  the  misery  and  vice-which  it 
was  intended  to  eradicate,  so  it  shall  ap- 
pear that  these  grand  schemes  of  the  inftU- 
lihle  wisdom  of  our  forefathers,  but     *rticil - 
larly  the  last  of  them,  have  termini  :d  In  a 
similar  effect  upon  our  comforts  ai:     virtue. 
I.  Out  of  tlie  Monopoly  of  Land,  as  many 
idlers  arise  as  iliere  are  large  proprietors, 
large  occupiers,  and  individuals  einployed  in 
I'uruishing  them  with  the  luxury  in  which 
they  wallow  j  such  as  sen'ants  in  and  out  of 
livery,  inen-niiliners,  and  the  long  train  of 
trades-prople  to  whom  theiv  luxury  and  ease 
give  employment  j  who,  though  they  labour 
as  hard  as  liiose  who  cultivate  the  soil  may 
do,  yet^^ive  no  aid  in  tlie  cultivation  of  it, 
j(ud    iherelore    furnish    no    part    of  their 
own    supply    of   its   prodvice.       II.     Out 
of  tiie    Freedom    of  Trade  and  the  right 
alliuled  to,  as  many    idlers,  arise  as   g^in 
their  subsistence  by  the  mcins  of  merchan- 
dising,   banking,     speculation,    mo'.iopoly, 
forchlalling,  and  regratiug  j  and  as   are  em- 
ployed by  them  in  the  ways  above  stated. 
III.  Out  of  Taxes  and  Tythes  as  many  idlers 
arise  as^  form  our  fat  list  of  doctors ,  our  lean 
list  of  curates ;  our  loug  list  of  placenoen 
and  pensioners;  our  intolerable  swarms  of 
taxgatherers,  excise,  and  custom  house  offi^ 
cersj  our  immense  naval  and  military  esta* 
blishnienls  J  and  the  immenser  number  Still 
to  whom  these  lists,  swarms,  and  establish- 
ments give  every  other  but  agricultural  efaa- 
plpyment.     Arid,  IV.,  the  National  Debt. 
As  this  is  a  scheme  for  creating  and  stippdrt- 
ipg  idlers,    which  originated   in  Hie  saCri-. 
legious-to-doubt    wisdom  of  our   fore  fa-  - 
tilers  of  the  Whig  tribe,  and  which,  coined 
with  theothcr  offsprings  of  their  putfiotiim, 
namely,  the  freedom  of  tr<<de,  andtherlight 
of  every  man  to  do  as  he  plsasel' with  "bis 
ownproperty>  it  would  be 'worse  Afctfsaibri* 
l^ge  IP  deny  as  a  proof  that  thej^li*ii%j^a* 
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tfively  the  men  of  the  people^  that  R.  B. 
ShorkUa  aud  Peter  Mjore,  as  Whigs,  are 
Ibe  i»ly  men  Uiat  ought  to  represent  West- 
minster and  Coveutiy ;  it  is  ^  scheme^  the 
rm  and  pcogress^  the  beariogs  and  operations 
of  which  it  is  not  less  necessary  to  know, 
Aan  it  ib  to  be  acquainted  with  its  consequent 
increase  of  iJlers.    It  rises  out  of  the  free- 
jlliim  oi  .  trade,  and  the  right  d£  ev^ry  man 
•to  do  as  he. pleases  with  his  own  property. 
Let  it  be  reoaembered,  however,  ihoiigli  F 
4o  not  disapprove  of  the  principle,  that  tl.e 
Whigs,  ^ny  nwrc  than  the  Tories,  will  not 
jallow  this  light  to  extend  to  any  part  of  our 
iTfopoity  but  that  which  is  not  absort)ed  in 
tiAh^,    t^LXjes,  and  poors  rates  j  and  which 
.point,  I  bave  shewn,  does  not  amount  to 
*l.-»lOtb  of  the  who'o.     But,  nevertheless,  in 
coDieqoence  of  khis  frecuom,  eveiy  man  s^- 
Ctti^s  to  ^ioQsolf  what  he  can  of  land  and  of 
«v«ry  tbing  else  5  and  no  uiatter  how,  or 
what  wiii  be  the  result  to  others,  if  so  be 
4hat  the  cobweb  laws,  by  which  tlie  Whigs 
fwodity    the    ireedom,     are    not    violated. 
Then,  iii  virtue  of  tliis  right,  they  charge 
"what  price  they  please  to  ttie  occupier^nd 
jconsimier  J  and  as  they  are  pleased  to  charge 
a  greater  price,  or  to  hold  more  property 
than  they  want  for  their  own  iramediare  use 
of  cflti  cilierA'ise  employ  with  equal  advan- 
tage, so  vi  p: eases  them  to  lend  the  surplus 
to  the    nr.niaters  tor  the  time  being  j  who, 
in  gratitude  tor  the  ease  and  facility  with 
which  tiie  loan  eiHijJe  them  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  nation ,  by  persecuting  its  ene- 
mies aiKl  pen>ijtniig  their  own  friends,  take, 
in  their  turn,  from  the  occupier  and  consumer 
interest  for  the  very  surplus  which  was  thus 
ftedy  and  rightly  extorted  from  them  by  the 
ioaomong^rM.  The  occu j  i iers  however,  and  that 
part  of  the  consumers  who  i?re  dealers  in  the 
■produce  of  labour,  have  on  the  first  view  of 
the  case  no  reason  to  complain  oftlie  ex- 
tGortions  cither  of  the  loantnongers  or.  of  ^ 
ministers  :  ibr>  if  they  are  skim;ecl  by  these 
parties,  they  have  aright  to  skin  others,  be- 
cause they  are  free  to  add  the  amount  of  the 
surplus  extorted  by  the  one  and  the  interest 
by  the  other  to  the  price  of  tlie  articles  in 
.which,  they  deal,   and  so  >kin  others  and 

•  .-efich  other.  The  right  of  complaining,  then, 
.it  would  appear  devolves  upon  those  classes 
only  of  the  consumers  who  are  limited  an- 
huitaotSj  and  dealers  only  in  their  own 
labour.  Such  annuitatits  cannot  increase 
tt^ii^ 'Incomes,  as  prices  are  thus  advanced, 
to^spquenily  as  prices  advance,  thdr  allow- 

lai^cf^liecgaies  short  5  and  if  the  idle  magis- 
l^rat^^^^p  dijipofed  to  permit  the  labourers  to 

,  .dem^d  wages  which  would  secure  the 
tiecessarjr  ccfcaforts,  whatever  might  be  the 
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price  of  the  articles  that  compose  them,  their 
poverty  is  too  pressing  to  enable  them  to  , 
stand  out,  till  their  employers  fall  in  with 
their    terms.    Necessarily,    therefore,,  the 
labourers  first,  and  next  the  annuitants,  are 
CTushed    into   paupers ;   and  up  starts  the 
poors  rate  j  in  the  exact^jroportion  in  which   - 
the  combined  operations  of  the  Monopoly  of 
Land,  the  Freedom  of  Trade>    the  Tilhef 
and  Taxes,  and  die  National  Dobt,  creatcf 
idlers,  enhance  prices,  and  «fock  the  work- 
iiouses  with  paupers,  with  wretches  amount- 
ing to  mote  than  one- eighth  x>f  the  popula- 
tion ! ! !     Will  the  Whigs  deny  these  ihcts, 
or,  that  '*  Hanipden  in  the  field  ai^d  h  v.j>>y 
"  upon  the  scafiold"  had  any  hand  in  tb?ui  ? 
Or,    will  Mr.  Malthu^,    aud    those  wjjj 
wotild    wish  X6  have  his  theories  brougjit 
into  practice,  justify  them  as  necessary  to 
ward  off  more  malignant  cause*  of  wretched-^ 
ness  and  vice  ?     Let  us.   Sir,    keep  their 
attention  to  those  fact*,  and nheir  noses  to 
these  interix>gations  until  the  question  is  fairly 
decided  who  are  the  Jacobins  and  Levellers. 
But,  with  respect  to  the  National  Debt,  it 
creates  not  only  as  many  idlers  as  subsist 
upon  its  annual  interest,    and  the  annual 
loans  which  form  its  capital,  but,  also,  as 
many  as  are  employed  In  stock -jobbing  and 
stock -broking,  that  is,  in  substance,  in  buy-  ^ 
ing  and  selling  as  many  of  their  fellow  sub- 
ji'cts  and  fellow  creatures,  as  are  allotted  bf 
ministers  to  slave  into  being  that  portion  of 
the  luxuries  and  necessaries  of  life  which 
.their  employers,    themselves^  and  the  idle 
dependnnts  of  both,   waste    and  consume. 
From  the  return  made  to  pari i:\mcnt,  under 
Mr.  Abbott's  act,  of  the  numbers  employed 
in  trade,  agriculture,  and  mechanism,  1  have 
calculated,   that,  including    infants,  ageds, 
and   infirms,  the  action,    and  reaction   of 
these  Whig  establishments,  principally,  havb 
created   idlefs  to  the  incredible  amount  ^f 
7,163,082  out  of  the  9,843,578'   persons 
that  form  tlie  population  of 'England  and 
Wales;  leaving  only  2,180,4()(j  to  perform 
the  labour  and  supply  the  wants  of  the 
nation.     And,  when  we  consider, '  that  all  . 
the   tradesmen   and    mechanics    to   whom 
luxury  gives  employment  arc  incladed  in 
that  number,  and  even  if  it  were  not  that 
their  labours  must  be  unjustifiably  exces- 
sive, we  must  cither  admit  that  the  pro- 
ductions of  agriculture  and  manufacture,  are 
scarce  to   the  amount  of  the  deficiency  of 
them,   wjiich  is  felt  by  the  lower  and  mid^ 
dling  classes  df  the  people,  or;  tliat  theit 
produce  to  the  amount  of  that  deficiency  is 
literally    Wasted.      There  arc  instances  of 
waste  in  mtny  cases,  and  at  different  seasons, 
particularly  in  tliwe  of  animal  food  and  malt 
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ftquor  in  hot  weather  j  but  as  such  instances, 
cannot,  I  think,  be  supposed  to  affect,  per- 
ceivabhr,  the  consunoption  of  so  large  a  por- 
tion bt  the  community  ;  and  as  the  number 
of  consumers  appears  to  be  too  great  by 
c^omparison  with  that  of  the  prodacers>  1 
told  no  doubt  but  that  it  is  on  the  right  side 
of  the  question,  we  err  in  setting  it  down  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  that  the  deficiency  is  real. 
And  therefore,  1st  as  there  are  above 
51,000,000  acres  of  land  in  cultivation,  in 
Great  Britain,  which,  if  not  wasted,  to  a 
great  extent,  in  parHs  and  pleasure  grounds, 
and  in  yielding  food  for  mere  animals  of  plea* 
sure,  might,  perhaps,  be  made  to  maintain 
as  many  inhabitants  5  2d,  as  there  are  above 
73,000,000  of  acres  more  uncultivated, 
which,  if  properly  managed,  might,  possi- 
bl^^  be  made  to  maintain  as  many  more  ; 
and,  3d,  as  the  nunjber  of  our  idlers  is  un- 
justifiably great,  on  the  ground  of  any  other 
right,  than  the  right  to  plunder  and  enslave 
the  nation,  I  do  not  only  declare  it  as  my 
unalterable  persuasion,  that  none  but  men  of 
iktf  Moon  would  look  to  the  time  when  the 
surface  of  the  earth  will  be  insufficient  to 
maintain  its  inhabitants,  bu^>  also,  that  no 
other  earthly  scheme  can  remove  the  defici- 
ency of  which  we  are  compelled  by  reason 
and  instinct  to  complain,  but  that  which  will 
convert  the  necessary  number  of  idlers  into 
u^ful  labourers  and  furnish  th«  land  and 
materials  required  to  employ  them  :  for,  uii- 
til  thp  cause  is  removed,  it  is  naturally  im- 
possible that  the  effect  can  cease.  And  I 
shall  consider  the  monopoly  of  land,  the  firee- 
dom  of  trade;  the  tythes  and  taxes,  and  the 
national  debt  as  the  leading  cause  to  be  re- 
moved, until  some  one  pf  the  contrary  opi- 
nion, prove,  by  clear  and  Incontrovertible 
arguments,  that  they  do  not  operate  in  the 
manner.  I  have  stated,  and  convert  useful 
labourers  into  iiseless  idlers  and  wretched 
paupers.  To  convert  idlers,  however,  into 
useful  labourers  and  to  furnish  them  with 
the  subjects  required  to  labour  upon  is  one 
thing,  but  to  secure  a  sufficiency  of  the  pro- 
duce of  their  own  labour  to  support  their 
healths,  and  prolong  their  lives,  for  I  claim 
no  more  for  tliem,  is  another  thing.  The 
principle,  therefore,  which  I  propose  to  se- 
cure this  sufficiency,  and  to  preserve  that 
ascending  gradation  of  wealth  on  which 
alone,  perhaps,  the  real  interest  of  all  de- 
pends, is  not  a  new-fangled  principle,  but 
that  which,  was  in  full  practice  when  paupe- 
rism formed  no  part  of  the  public  grievan- 
ces 3  namely,  that  of  making  all  payments 
in  kind,  or  if  more  convenient,  as  I  ihirvk 
it  would,  in "  money,  regulated  by  the  price 
of  corn,  at  or  for  a  given  tinjc  prior  to  the. 


time  t>f  payment. '   Com  beiog'the  first  aiti* 
cle  of  necessity,  is  therefore  the  BMst  per- 
fect and  unchangeable  standard  of  value. 
But,  as  labour  is  generally  paid  by  the  week, 
its  wages  can  be  regulated  by  no  bettef  cri<*- 
teriou  than  the    weekly   prke  of  bread  r 
first  ascertaining  the  number    of  quarterly 
loaves  to  which  the  labourer  is  entitled,   to 
secure  ^hat    relaxation  from    labour    and 
pordon  of  eomforts  which,   on  the  prin* 
ciple     of     fellow    feeling,   or,    the    great 
moral    rule   of  doing   as    we    wonkt    be 
done  by,  may  be  thought  necessary  to   the 
preservation  of  his  health,  and  the  prokiDg- 
ation  of  his  life.    These,  Sir,  are  the  prin- 
ciples  of  the  plan  which  I   have  to  propose 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  the  wrfl 
being  of  the  state  as  it  rejts  upon  thfcir  exer- 
tions and  loyalty,  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Whitbread's 
funding  and  literary  .  schemes,  and  of  Mr. 
Bone's  scheme  of  *'  withholding  labour  from 
''  market,  as  merchants  do  their  goods,  and 
'*  farmers  their  ^tock,  until  the  labourer  is'sa- 
'^  tisfied  with  its  price."   And  if  they  have 
thesame  viewrwithme  of  the  causes  of  the 
evih,  which  I  have  no  doubt  th^  are  sin- 
cere in  their  endeavours  (to  remove,    I  in- 
dulge the  hope  that  their^  future  plans  witt 
demonstrate  that  they  are  themselves  sensi- 
ble, that  their  present  schemes  ais  bo  more 
applicable  than  a  salve  would  be  wbtre  ibe 
caustic  is  required.    As  to  Mr*  Whttbread's 
schemes,    they  are  only  hurtful  as  they  dday 
the  application  of  the  remedy  that  bdongi 
to  the  case;  but  as  to  thM  of  Mr.  Bone^ 
there  is  nothing  horrid  in  a  cotnbmation  Of 
labourers  to  raise  wages,  or  in  the  progres- 
sive depreciation  of  money,  as  it  would  attend 
a  progre.<isive  advance  of   nominal  waged, 
which  does  not,  to  me,    appear  contained 
in  it.    Mine,  however,  strikes  at  the  rodt 
of  these  evils.    Men  are  less  prone  to  com- 
bine, when  their  rights  are  ddUn^  and   se- 
cured with  the  clearness  and  justice  which 
I  have  attempted ,-  and  as  to  the  depreciatien 
of  money,  arising  as  it  evidently  does  from 
the  right,  inclination,  and  power  of   one 
party  to  withhold  their  goods  from  market 
tiU  the  price  comes  up  to  their  liking,    anil 
of  another  to  issue  money  to  meet'  the  de- 
mand,   whatever  it  may  be,  it  is  an  evil 
that  will  be  greatly  if  not  completely  remo- 
ved, when  all  the  payments  to  be  nmde  4>y 
the  party  demandii>g  a  high  price,  are  rego* 
lated  by  the  price  they  receive,  as  I  propcw^. 
Then  the}'  shall  have  no  intereU  in  h  hij^ 
price,    but  the  contrary  j    naturally,  theit*- 
fore,  they  shall  have  no  desire  for  i't,bbC  Chb 
contrary.     And  as  this  desire  ceases  6n  theit 
part,  a  multitude  of  hankers^    rag-monejr 
coiners,  and  accountants,  wouldj,  as  natU" 
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rallj,  leave  their  strong  holds  and  betake  ' 

themselves  to  the  field.    Yet  they  cannot 

complam  that  their  rij^ht  to  do  as  they  pleme 

>with  their  rag  property  is  infringed  j  becaase 

they  may  stay  in  their  banks  and  eat  it,  if 

they  do  not  like  to  come  out  and  earn  what 

they  eat.      But  there  is  another  negative 

mc^e  of  putting  some  stop  to  th«  depreeia- 

(ion  of   money,    Ham^  that  of  leafing  no 

right  of  action  at  law,  with  those  w4io  glr^ 

credit,  against  those  to  whom  they  give  cre»- 

•dit.      This  is  not  taking  from  them  the 

right  of  doing  as  they  please  with  their  own 

property  for  they  may  still  give  credit  if  they 

will,  but  it  wocdd  make  them  more  cautious 

in  taking  proDsises  for  cash,  m  giving  cur^ 

rency  to  the  bank-notes^bills  of  exchange  and 

promissary  notes  of  idleX^ot%  or  active  swind* 

lefs.  Sir,  having  thus,  upon  the  principle  that 

**  whatever  may  be  the  state  of  the  dexterity, 

'*  skill,  and  judgement  with  which  labour 

"is  applied  in  any  nation,  the  abundance 

*^  or  scantiness  of  its  annual  supply  must 

**  depend,  during  the  continuance  of  that 

''  state,  upon  the  proportion  between  the 

*'  number  of  those  who  are  annually  em- 

*'  ployed  in  useful  labour,  and  thnt  of  those 

'*  who  are  not  so  employed,**  endeavoured 

to  shew  at  once  the  banetind  antidote  bf 

out  system  of  political  economy,  I  hope  it 

will  appear  thit,  ^  leveller  as  I  may  be 

called,  I  hive  ao  deaire  to  carry  the  princi- 

.,    pie  farther-f-no  intention  of  meddling  with 

the  freedom  of  trade  and  the  right  of  every 

"*-    man  to  do  as  he  pleases  with  his  own  pro^ 

perty,  farther  than  jfust  to  leave  a  right  with 

no  mnu»  or  body  of  men,  to  do,  or  leave 

undone,  any  thing  that  has  the  effect  of 

half  starving  one  part  of  the  community 

and  imprisoning  another.     C.   S.-— Cellar, 

2Qih  May  }S07. 

CATHOLIC   BILL.' 

Sir, 1  feel  myself  under  no  slight  ob- 
ligation to  your  correspondent  Anti-Catho- 
licus  foE  the  opportunity  which  he  has  af- 
forded me  of  again  defending  from  mi-:re- 
presentation  the  peculiar  tenets  of  the  Ca- 
tholic church,  and  vindicating  the  purity  of 
,  pcinciple  and  integrity  of  conduct  of  its  dis- 
ciples. I  agree  with  him,  that  "  the  Ca- 
••  tholic  Question  is  of  all  others  the  most 
'*  important  for  an  Englishman's  considera- 
*5"tion>  and,  therefore,  the  more  necessary 
'*  to  be  well  understood;'*  ^and  if,  as  I  am 
willing  to  persuade  myself,  we  have  reason 
and  jujrtice  on  our  side,  every  discussion  of- 
the  suhgect^by  enabling  us  to  form  a  correct 
judgment  as  lo  ks  nature  and  tendency,  must 
serve  to  dispel  error,  to  eorrfirm  and  eluci- 
date truth,  atKl  to  enforce  conviction.    It 


will  be  proper,  therefore,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, in  order  thoroughly  to  comprehend 
this  important  question,  to  state  unreserved- 
ly what  are  the  claims  of  the  Catholics;  and 
next  to  consider  the  objections  which  are  ^ 
adduced,  in  order  to  justify  the  refusal  to 
acknowledge  and  admit  theni.    llie  Catho- 
lic Claim  has  been  differently  denominated 
according  to  the  different  views  in  whicli  the 
Question  has  -presented  itself.    It  was  first 
oebated  under  the  head  at  Catholic  Tolera- 
tioti;  latterly,  the  term  Emancipation  has 
been  more  generally  adopted ;  but,  as  nei*- 
ther  of  these  expressions  exactly  corresponds 
with  my  idea  of  the  subject,  I  have  dioseu 
to  denominate  it  a  Liberal  Toleration  of  th« 
Catholics.    This  diversity' of  expi^ession  is 
asserted  by  Anti-Catholicus  to  imply  "  ^a 
"  artful  disguise  to  mislead  the  Protestant^ 
*'  as  it  does  not  convey  the  smallest  idea  of 
*'  what  the  Catholics  really  aim  at."    It 
however,   appears  to  me,  that,  taking  th« 
words  in  their  general  acceptation,  we  meao 
by  Toleration,    the   undisturbed  professioa 
and  exercise  of  our  religion ;  by  Emancipa-  ' 
tion,'  a  freedom  from  the  galling  penalties 
and  disqualifications  which  such  profession- 
entails;    and  by  Liberal  Toleration,  so  ta 
blend  together  and  niodify  the  sense  of  both 
the  preceding  expressions,  as  to  denote  the 
liberty  of  exercising  our  religion  without  its 
being  pleaded  against  us  to  our  exclusion 
from  any  of  our  biriliright  privileges.     But 
to  make  the  matter  more  intelligible,  and  to 
place  it  in  a  still  clearer  and  more  distinct 
point  of  view,  the  Catholics  acknowledge, 
that  their  claim  comprises  a  ^11  and  free 
admission,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  granted 
to  men  of  the  established '  church  of  Eng- 
land, to  the  participation  of  all  the  rights,  as 
they  acknowledge  themselves  bound  to  ob- 
serve all  the  duties  of  British  subjects.    Con- 
sequently, we  think  it  but  jusr,  that  CathoKc 
noblemen  should  resume  in   the  House  of 
Peers  the  seats  of  their  ancestors  >  that  Ca- 
tholic commoners  of  every  class  should  have 
free  admission  into  all  posts  and  places  of 
trust,  dignity,  honour  and  emolument,  on 
the  same  terms  as  men  of  the  predominant 
and  favoured' sect.     "  But,**  says  Anti-Ca- 
tholicus, "  let  me  ask  the  men  who  wbh  to 
*^  make  Catholics  legislators.  Catholics  (he 
**  king's  advisers,  Catholics  couTmanders  of 
"  our  army  and  navy,  upon  what  principle 
"  the  Catholics  should  be  e*claded  from 
*'  the  throne  ?*'  The  question  is  insidious  ; 
but,  though  I  perceive  its  drift,  T  shall  an- 
swer it  undisguisedly .    Liberty  of  conscience 
is  the  privih^ge  of  the  monarch  no  less  than 
of  the  lowest  oi'  his  subjects.     James  the  Se- 
cond was    ua  presumed  to  abdicale    the 
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throne,  merely  because  he  professed  himself 
to  be  a  Catholic.     He  infringed  upon  the 
romtitutional  liberti^  of  his  subjects,  and 
therefore,  his  sceptre  was  wrested  from  him 
by  a  power  to  which  even  kings  must  sub- 
mit.    An  ignorant  and  bigottcd  people  re- 
quire fron>  their  temporal  'sovereign,  what- 
ever  may  be  Ws  priv.ite  opinion,  a  conform- 
ity to  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of  their  esta- 
blishcvl  predominant  religion  ;.  as  Caihcllne 
the  Empress  of  Russia,  though  a  Protestant 
by  education,  and  an  unbeliever  iu  revealed 
religion  by  principle,  submitted  throughout 
her  reign  to  the  doctrine^,   and  outw:ardly 
<k>mplied  with  the  discipline,  of  tlie  Russian 
chtrrch,  so  as  never  even  to  be  suspected  of 
non-confnrmi(y :     whereas    the     £letioral 
House  of  Saxotiy,  oh  the  electron  of  August- 
us to  the  crown  of  Poland,  embraced  the 
Catholic  religion  without  alienating  by  this 
measure  the  affections  of  the  Saxons,  their 
iiereditary  subjects,  who  were  universally 
Protestants.    I  retcrAnti-Caiholiciis  to  these 
examples  for  a  reply  to.  his  question:     In  a 
state  of  society  such  as  that  of  Russia,  I  ad- 
mit the  necewity  of  the  sovereign's  appearing 
attached  to  the  forms  of  the  national  churchj 
but  an  enlightened  nation  does  not  less  feel 
and  acknowledge  the  blessings  of  virtuous 
administratioft,  becaixse  the  sovereign  ditFers 
irom  his  subjects  on  questions  unconnected  j 
with  the  temporal  government  of  the  state.  ! 
Hence,  then,  Anti-Catholicus  may  learn  the 
very  extent  of  olir  claims:  they  are  com- 
prised in  one  short  sentence,  universal  lt- 
BERTY  OF  CONSCIENCE.     Nor  let  it  be  ob- 


navy ;  and  this  is  represented  as  an  ambi- 
tious desire  of  en^'rossing  all  the  power  of 
the  state.     Do   Protestants  then  apprehend 
that  Catholics  arc  nieri  of  such  trapsceodent 
abilities,   that  they  would  immeiliately  out- 
strip their  rivals  in  the  career  ofgJory?  It 
their  address  so  amrtty,  their  manner  so  in- 
sinuating,  their    reasoning    so    irresistible, 
that,  if  they  can  once  obtain  access  to  the 
royal  ear,  they-,  who  *'  like  the  Turk,  can 
'*  bear  no  brother  near  the  throne,"  will 
immediately,  like  the  cuckoo,  dislpdgc  from 
the  nest  ail  their  competitors,  and  roonopo- 
lije  the  royal  favour  ?— Klegibilfty  to  the  re- 
presentation of  certain  portions  of  the  peo* 
pie  in  parliament,  is  comprehended  in  the 
emancipation  we  solicit;  and  it  is   tbeoce 
concluded  by  Anti-Catholicus,   that  we  are 
then  exclusively  to  legislate  for  the  people  of 
the  United  Kingdom.    It  is  predicted,  that 
we  shall  then  introduce  wbat  Anti-Catholic 
cus  emphatically  terms  "  the  aiiendani  er- 
'*  c^llenrits  and  embeUishmenls  of  our  reli- 
"  gion,  that  we  shall  pass  laws  to  authorise 
"  English  Catholic  bishops    to    fulminate 
*'  bulls  ex  cathedra t  that  by  act  of  parlianoeol 
*f  we  shall  enact  the  exercise  of  anricuiar 
'^  confession  in  the  cabinet  pf  the  monarch. 
**•  Ihat  all  the  liberal  policy  of  qur  reverej 
'-  Queen  Mary  will  be  again  revived,  a»| 
"  Salisbury  Plain  or  3mith^d  Market,  ba 
"  possibly  appropriated   for  that    delrcioua 
^*  repast  an  auto  da  /r,"    These,  however^ 
are' vain  fears  ;  for,  even  on  the  hypothesis 
of  a  fair  and  equal  representation  of  the  peo-  - 
pie,  the  Catholics,  whether  cousiclcred  with' 


jected,  that,  when  the  Romish  power  was  at  j  respect  to  their  numbers,  their  property,  or 


its  zenith,  the  Catholic  church  refused  to 
grant  what  we'now  claim;  and,  on'  the 
Contrary,  perseaited  even  to  death  the  sece- 
iJers  from  its  established  doctrines.  The 
progresaof  philosophy,  which  has  unfolded 
to  us  clearer  appreliensions  of  the  true  spirit 
jOf  religion,  has  shewn  the  enormity  of  snch 
conduct.  CathoHcs  of  the  present  day  sin- 
cerely detest  the  remembrance  of  it,  and  re- 
nounce and  abjure  the  sophistry  which  sanc- 
'  tioned  it.  It  is  illiberal  to  reproach  us  with 
the  errors  of  the  dark  age*.  Were  they  i^- 
culiar  to  the  Catfiolics  ?  Did  pbt  Calvin  con- 
demn Servetus  to  the  stake?  And  did  not 
the  Huguenots  of  France  and  the  Catholics 
alternately  murder  each  other  as  either  party 
obtained  advantage? — To  judge  from  the 
language  of  opr  opppnents,  it  would  appear 
th.n  we  aim,  not  at  a  fair  and  equal  partici- 
pation of  I  hfe  rights  of  Englishmen,  but  ra  • 
I  her,  at  universal'  d6m(«ion.  %ye  wish  that 
i\w  king  should  have  the  legal  prerogative  of 
a  pointing  Catholics,  according  to  their  mC' 
k\i  a»d  sendc€85  to  all  posts  in  the  awiiy  and 


thqir  influence  in  the  state,'  will  retnni  hut 

!  a  small  proportion  of  Uiembcrs :  (nay,  Anii- 

'  Cathqlicqs  himself,  with  some  little  incou- 

^  sistcncy,  admits  only  the  possibility  of  our 

sending/oar  members  to  parliament)  and  if 

'  the  House  of  Commons  continue  to  be  conr 

stitated  as  it  is  at  present,  does  Anti-Catho- 

j  licus  seriously  apprehend  that  the  niemben 

I  of  it  will  Gpasetobe  inflaericed  by  n>otives 

wholly  unconnected  with  the  roligiouf  per? 

suasion  of  their  cdiwlituents.^  Aisti-Catho- 

licus  fears,  that  the  emancipation,  of  Catho^ 

lies  will  undermine  '*  the  valuable  fabric  ^ 

**  regular  government,  social  order,  aiidouf 

"  holy  religion."    But,  I  appoal  to  oomnxm 

sense  and  universal  experience,  wh^herauoh 

iatal  coiisequencc.  need    be  apprehcfldcd. 

even  if  Catholicism  were  to  ixMioine  t^  ■ 

predoni'D.int  religion  of   the  atitfe.    Tht^ 

not,   however,  Anli-Catholicua -  reaaco^  in 

absolute  contradiction   of  jcvery.   pnnplp«e 

which  actuate^  human  condiict,  'whcikift 

arg\ios,  tlwt  b^ause  CaUiolics  wiU  thtoo  ha»« 

a  gro:iter  interest  ia  the  pre^r?atioil  of  »^ 
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cial  order,  they  will  tlierefore  labour  to  in- 
troduce confusion  ?  That,  because  they  will 
more  experience  ihe  blessings  of  regular  go- 
vemBaent,  they  will  therefore  feel  greater 
disposition  to  subvert  it  >  With  respect  to 
our  ftiluatioii  as  Catholics,  considered  in  a 
religious  sense,  abstractedly  from  our  civil 
dnd  polilicftl  situation,  emancipation  itself 
will  make  lutle  or  no  difference.  We  enjoy 
at  this  tinne  religious  toleration  almost  to  its 
fujl;  extent.  VVe  are  junmolcsted  hi  the  ex- 
ercise of  public  or  private  devotion,  our 
churches  iice  open,  and  our  doctrines  are 
preacl^ed  without  concealment  or  prevarica- 
tioM.  How,  then,  will  the  religion  of  the 
church  of  England  (which  I  presume  to  be 
the  holy  religion  alluded  to  by  Anti-Catho- 
licus)  be  exposed  to  greater  danger  than  it 
is  at  present  ?  Will  our  power  of  making 
converts  be  increased,  or  will  not  rather  our 
motives  for  strengthening  'OUr  party  be  di- 
minished ?  If  our  religion  be  really  a  com- 
p»silion  of  such  farcical  doctrines  and  cere- 
monies B9'  Anti-Catholiou3  asserts,  can  men 
of  the  church  of  Engkind  seriously  appre- 
hend, in  thi?  enlightened  and  philosophical 
age,  ihdl  their  nation'ai  eslablisJimeat  will 
be  eclipsed  by  tite  unclouded  lustre  of  the 
Catholic  church  ?  I  am  compelled^  however, 
to  draw  this  conclusion,'  and  unless  the  ail^ 
vocates  of  intolerance  can  shew  soooe  plau- 
sible ground  lor  their  apprdiensions,  I  can 
but  interpret  tlM>se  very  apprehensions  as  a 
confession^  that  their  predominance  would 
immediately  sink,  if  it  were  not  buoyed  up 
by  the  strong  ami  of  temporal  power. — ^I 
come  now  lo  consider  Anti-Catholicus  him- 
■self,  and  to  point  out  how  uncandidly  he  has 
animadverteid  on  certain  passages  of  my  let- 
ter. I  have  explained  the  Catholic  opinion 
respecting  transubstantiation,  auricular  con- 
fession^ and  the  infallibility  t)f  the  Pope  : — 
summarily  inf^eed ;  because  I  did  not  wish 
to  abuse  your  goodness  in  requiring  the  in- 
sertion of  discussions  unconnected  with,  or 
.ill-sui(ejJ  to,  the  general  plan  of  your  work. 
Anti-(jSatholicus,  in  his  review  of  my  letter, 
does  not  e\'en  condescend  to  notice  what  I 
hnve  written  on  these  subjects,  but  passes 
over  my  remarks  on  Siniplicius's  letter  to 
tell  you.  Sir,  *'  that  your  correspondent 
''  Sinripltcins  has  his  thanks  for  a  very  ex- 
'*  ceDeol  and  instructive  letter,  in  which  he 
**  has  unfolded  some  of  the  principal  tenets 
^'  of  the  Catliolic  faith ;"  and  be  calis  upon 
tbe^ameSinaplicius  *'  to  continue  to  point 
'**  out  tbo  fallacies  of  the  Romish  religion  j" 
although  1  have  already  shewn,  that  this  very 
Simpiteitm,  mstead  ol  uctblding,  has  nriisre- 
preserited  our  tenets  5  and,  ahiiough  I  have 
ex]>o!><Ki  kis  fallacy  in  his  attemf.t  10  caium- 
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niate  our  church,  I  trust  that  the  common 
sense  of  your  readers  will  justify  my  pointing, 
out,  without  requiring  from  me  any  reply  to, 
such  illiberality.  For  my  own  part,  I  con- 
sider Anti-Catholicas's  abus^  of  our  tenets, 
an<i  his  appeal-  to  his  able  coadjutor  Sinipli- 
cius,  as  a  confession  of  his  inability  to  con- 
trovert my  arguments, — A.  3- — HampsUad, 
May  12,  I8O7. 


DOMESTIC  OFFICIAL  PAPER. 

Capture  of  Mon^b  Video. From  ihe 

London   Gazette  Extraordinary ;     dated 
Downing  Street,  jipril  12,  I8O7. 

A  dispatch,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
copy,  was  received  tliis  morning  at  theOffioe 
of  Viscount  Castlereagh,  one  of  his  Majes- 
ty's Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  from  Bri- 
gadier General  Auchmuty,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  W.  Windhatn: 

Monte  Video,  Feb.  6,  1 8O7. 

SiH,        I  have  the  honour  to  inform 

you,  that  his  Majesty's  troops  under    my 

command  have  taken  by  assault,  and  after  a 

most  determined  resistance,   the  irqportant 

fortress  and  city  of  Monte  Video. ^The 

Ardent,  with  her  convoy,  arrived  at  Maldo- 
nado  on  the  5th  of  Jan.  j  and  I  immediately 
took  und«r  ray  order-s  th«  troops  from  the 
Cape,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Backliouse. ' 
On  the  13th  I  evacuated  that  place  without 
opposition,  leaving  a  small  garrison  on  the 
island  of  Gorriti.---On  consulting  with  Rear 
Admiral  Stirling,  it  was  determined  to  attack 
Monte  Video  j  and  I  landed  on  the  morning 
of  the  JGth,  to  the  Westward  of  the  Caretas 
Rocks,  in  a  small  bay,  about  9  miles  frona 
the  town.  The  enemy  were  in  great  force, 
with  guns  on  the  heights,  when  we  disem- 
barked ;  but  they  did  not  advance  to  oppose 
us,  and  suffered  me  to  take  a  strong  position^ 
about  a  mile  from  the  shore.  A  trifling  can- 
nonade, and  some  firing  at  the  outposts, 
commenced  in  the  afternoon  and  continued 
occasionally  during  our  stay  on  tliat  ground.. 
— On  the  19th  we  moved  towards  Monte 
Video.  The  right  column,  linder  the  Ho^. 
Brigadier  General  Lumley,  was  early  op* 
posed.  About  4000  of  the  enemy's  horse 
occupied  two  heights  to  his  front  and  right. 
As  we  advanced,  a  heavy  fire  of  round  and 
grape  opened  upon,  us ;  but  a  spirited  Charge 
in  front,  from  the  light  battaltcui  under 
Lieut.  Col.  Brownrigg,  dispersed  the  corpi 
opposed  to  hiui,  with  the  loss  of  a  gun.  ^T!ie' 
ciie«ny  on  the  flank  did  not  wait  a  similc\r 
movement,  but  retreateci.  They  comlnucd 
retiring  before  os,  and  i)ermitttjd  us,  without 
any  further  opposition,  except  a  distant  can-, 
nonade,  to  tiike  up  a  position  abort  2  njilcs 
from  the  citadel.     Our  advanced  posts  oy- 
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cupied  the  suburbs^  and  some  small  parties 
wer*  posted  dose  to  the  works ;  but  in  the 
/evening  the  principal  part  of  the  suburbs 
was  evacuated. — ^Tbe  next  morning  the  ene- 
my tame  out  of  the  town,  and  attacked  us 
with  their  whole  force,  about  6000  men, 
and  a  number  of  guns.  They  advanced  in 
two  columns^  the  right,  consisting  of  caval- 
ry, to  turn  our  left  flank,  while  the  ether,  of 
infantry,  attacked  the  left  of  our  line  j  this 
column  pushed  in  our  advanced  posts,  and 
pressed  so  hard  on  our  out-picquet,  of  four 
hundred  men,  that  Col.  Browne,  who  com- 
manded on  the  left,  ordered  three  companies 
of  the  40th,  under  Major  Campbell,  to  their 
suppqrt:  these  companies  fell  in  with  the 
head  of  the  column,  and  very  bravely  charged 
it ;  the  charge  was  as  gallantlj^  received,  and 
great  numbers  fell  on  both  sides ;  at  length 
the  column  began  to  give  way,  when  it  was 
fuddenly  and  impetuously  attacked  in  flank 
by  the  rifle  corps,  and  light  battalion,  \|rhich 
I  had  ordered  up,  and  directed  to  the  parti- 
cular point.  The  column  now  gave  way  on 
all  sides,  and  was  pursued^  with  great  slaugh- 
ter and  the  loss  of  a  gun,  to  the  town.  The 
fight  column,  observing  the  fate  of  their 
^jompanions,  rapidly  retired,  witliout  coming 

I  nto  action. ^The  loss  of  the  enemy  was 

considerable,  and  has  been  estimated  at 
1500  men;  their  killed  might  amount  to 
between  two  and  three  hundred  ;  we  have, 
taken  the  same  number  of  prisoners,  but  the 
principal  part  of  the  wounded  got  back  into 
'  the  town ;  1  am  happy  to  add,  that  ours  was 
comparatively  trifling. — ^I'he  consequences 
of  this  affair  were  greater  than  the  action 
itself.  Instead  of  finding  ourselves  sur- 
rounded with  horse,  and  a  petty  warfare  at 
-  our  posts,  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  separated,  and  retired  to  their  several 
villages,  and  we  were  allowed  quietly  to  set 
down  before  the  town.— From  the  best  in- 
formation  I  could  obtain,  I  was  led  to  believe 
that  the  defences  of  Monte  Video  were 
weak,  and  the  garrison  by  no  means  disposed 
to  make  an  obstinate  resistance;  but  I  found 
the  works  truly  respectable,  with  1ft)  pieces 
ofcannoft;  and  they  were  ably  defended. — 
The  enemy,  being  in  possession  of  the  island 
of  JRastones,  Comraatided  the  harbour  j  and 
I  was  aware  that  their  gun  boats  would  an- 
noy .us,  as  we  appreliended.  A  .two  gun 
battery  was  constructed  on  the  23d  to  keep 
them  in  check,  and  our  posts  were  extended 
to  the  harbour)  and  completely  shut  in  the 
garrison  on  the  land  side.  Their  communi- 
cation was  still,  however,,  open  by  water, 
and  1  heir  boats  conveyed  to  them  troops  and 


obuined  by  these  means  y-  for  the  wells  that 

supply  the  town  were  in  our  possession. 

On  the  25th  we  opened  batteries  of  four  24 
pounders  and  two  mortars,  and  all  the  fii- 
gates  and  smaller  vessels  came  in,  as  close  as 
th%y  could  with  safety,  and  cannonaded  the 
town.  But  finding  that  the  garrison  was  not 
intimidated  into  a  surrender,  I  constmcted, 
on  the  28th,  a  battery  of  six  24  pounden, 
within  a  1000  yards  of  the  south  east  bastion 
of  the  citadel,  which  I  was  informed  was  in 
so  weak  a  state  that 'it  might  be  easily 
breached.  The  parapet  was  soon  in  ruins, 
but  the  rampart  received  little  injury,  and  I 
was  soon  convinced  that  my  means  were 
onequal  to  a  regular  siege;  the  only  prospect 
of  success  that  presented  itself  wis,  to  erect 
a  battery  as  near  as  possible  to  a  wall  by  the 
south  gate>  that  joins  the  works  to  the  sea, 
and  endeavdur  to  breach  it«  Thi^  u-as  ef- 
fected by  a  six  gun  battery  withim  600 
yards,  and  though  it  was  expoted.to  a  very 
.  superior  Are  from  the  enemy,  which  had 
been  incessant  during  the  whole  of  the 
siege,  a  breach  was  reported  .practicable  on 
the  2d  instant.  Many  reasons  mduced  me 
not  to  delay  the  assault,  though  I  was  aware 
the.  troops  would  be  exposed  to  9  very  heavy 
fire  in  approaching  and  mounting  the  breach. 
Orders  were  issued  for  the  attack  an  hour 
before  day  break  the  ensu'uig  morning,  and 
a  summons  was  sent  to  the  Governor  in  the 
evening  to  surrender  the   town.    To  this 

message  no  answer  was  returned. Hie 

troops  destined  for  tlie  assault  consisted  of 
thQ  rifle  corps  under  Major  Gardner,  the 
light  infantry  under  Lieut.  Col.  Brownrigg 
and  Major  Trotter,  the  grenadiers  cmdcr 
Majors  Campbell  and  Tucker,  and  the  38th 
regiment  uqder  Lieut.  Col.  Vassal  and  Ma- 
jor Nugent.— They  were  supported  by  the 
40th  reg.  under  Major  Dalrymple,  ami  the 
87th  under  Lieut.  Col.  Butler  .  and  M^r 
Miller.  '  The  whole  were  commanded  by 
Col.  Browne.  The  remainder  of  ray  force, 
consisting  of  the  f/th  light  dragoons,  de- 
tachments of  the  20th  and  2Ist  light  dra- 
goons, the  47th  regt.,  a  company  of  the 
71  St,  and  a  corpf  of  70O  .marines  and  sea- 
men, were  encamped  under  Brigadier  Gen. 
Lumley,  to  protect  our  rear.-  —At  the  ap- 
pointed hour  the  troops  marched  to  the  as- 
sault. They  approached  near  the  breach 
before  they  were  discovered,  whea  a  de- 
structive fire  from  every  gun  that  coald  bisr 
upon  it,  and  from  the  mcuketry  of  thm  gar- 
rison, opened  upon  them. 

To  be  eoniimtied. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLmCS. 

T^bWh ANGLING  FACTIONS. ^ThCCSp- 

ture  of  Dantzic  by  the  French -having  given 
a  new  feature  to  the  war  u{k>ii  the  Conti- 
«ent,  and  enabled  iis  to  reaauii,  upon  some- 
thing like  grounds,  with  respect  to  the  re- 
tult  of  that,  wiir,  and  particularly  as  for  as , 
^nay.relitc  to  this  country,  it  is  time  now  to 
take  a  view  of  our  sitoation  as  connected' 
with/oreign  natk)n.s,  and  to  ask  a  question 
or  two  respecting  the  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion, now  said  to  be  preparing.  Bdt,  as 
51^  shall,  at  last,  find,  that  our  sole  hope  of 
an  escape  fi'om  the  fate  ef  Prt^ia,  Holknd, 
Naples,  &c.  &c.  must  rest  upon  the  mea- 
•tires  to  be  adopted  at  home,  I  cannot  re- 
frain fi'om  making,  before  1  proceed  to 
other  matter,  one  more  record  of  the  waste 
of  the  public  money,  as  stated  and  exposed. 
in  the  motua)  accusations  of  the  wrangling 
factions.  Sir  Francis  Biirdett  complains  of 
the  Rbo  Book  ;  he  uses  the  simile  of  the 
robbers;  he  calls  fcir  a  destruction  of  the 
sy^em  of  corruption.  What  is  the  conse- 
<{Qence  ?  The  hirelings  of  both  factions  fly 
on  upon  him  with  the  yell  of  wolres,  and 
want  not  the  will  to  use  the  fangs  of  that 
ravenous  and  vindictive  animal.  Now,  then, 
kt  us  hear  their  own  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  Red  Book  is  filled,  and  the 
motives  by  which  the  fillers  are  actuated.  I 
have  had  my  eye  upon  them  fbr  some  time. 
I  havo  heard  their  raUings  against  the  "  Ja- 
*'  cobins  and  Levellers  ;**  and  now  I  ^all 
pot  their*own  cxposurgs^upon  record.  They 
are  long  and  full  in  their  statements  5,  but, 
these  statements  should  be  read,  and  ^ell  re- 
membered. They  perish  too  soon  in  a  loose 
open  sheet.  They  ought  to  be  bound  up  in 
a  book,  and  frequently  referred  to.  I  beg 
every  reader  to  peruse  them  with  attention  ; 
and,  when  he  has  so  dotie,  to  ask  himself 
this  question :  "  if  this  be  true,  is  hot  Sir 
**  Francis  Bnrdett's  address  perfectly  pro- 
*<  per  ?••— — We  will  begin  with  an  extract 
from  the  Morning  Chronicle  newspaper  of 
the  3d  instant.——"  A  gross  raisrepresen- 
"  tation  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Fox  and 
*'  Jjiprd  Howick,  with  respect  to  their  under 
^^'  siepetariei,  having  appeared  in  severid 
'.*'  ne wipers,  we  are  indiioed  to  lajr  ne- 
^'  fore  our  readers  the  following  Statement 


[lora 

of  Fc»cts,  to  the  accuracy  of  which  wo' 
piec!ge  ourselves :  •  Mr.  Fox  has  beeo 
blnmed  for  dismissing  Mr.  Hammond,  to- 
gether with  Mr.  Ward ;  and  ibis  removai 
has  been  represented  as  inconsistent  with 
the  censure  which  he  htmself  bestow^ 
upon  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Aast,  in  179^- 
The  cases  were,  however,  entirely  dii* 
fererit.  It  had  always  been  the  practice 
for  a  new  secretary  to  appoint  his  under 
secretaries;  and  if  he  continued  thos^ 
in  their  places  whom  he  found  there,  it 
was  to  be  considered  equivalent  to  a-  re- 
appointment^ for  nothing  can  ,be  moip 
esseiH^l  to  the  pobUc  service  than  thi\t 
the  prin(^pal  and  the  under  secretaries 
shouid  be  on  confidential  lertns.  Bojt 
Mr.  Aust  was  remov/ed  without  any  change 
of  the  principal  Secretary  of  State,  mere- 
ly  in  order  to  make  room  for  Mr.  Can- 
ning, whom  Mr.  Pitt  patrcWized  and 
wished  to  have  near  him.  For  ^o  other 
reason  was  Mr.  Aust  obliged  to  retire. 
Of  course  a  provision  was  made  fbr  him,. 
Horas  appointed  Commissary  General  of 
Musters  and  Secretary  and  Register  qf 
Chelsea  Hospital.  These  two  offices, 
thus  tmited  in  his  favouf,  had  been  held 
by  two  different  persons  f  of  course  a  pro- 
vision was  reqnhred  for  thenS.  Now,  it 
was  to  Hiis  traffic  in  p4aces,  and  to  a  prac- 
tice which  must  encre^se  the  expanse  oV 
the  service,  by  multiplying  unnecessarily 
the  pensions  to  those  who  quitted  ifhe  ol- 
ficc,  that  Mr.  Fox  decidedly  objected. 
That  the  Secfelary  of  State  should  bo 
forced  to  retain  iti  the  confidential  plaqa 
of  ubder  secretary  one  who  would  not 
posses  his  Confidence,  is  a  position  never 
maiirtsinedby  Mr,  Fox,  or  indeetlbyanj 
rational  mam  Mr.  Hammond^  who  had 
made  himself  a  party  man,  in  every 
sense  Of  the  word,  and  whose  whole  con- 
nections wci^  with  the  avowed  enemies 
of  Mr;  Fox,  co^tld  no  more  have  been 
allowed  to  remain  in  Che  foreign  office 
than  to  hold  a  seat  in  the  cabinet.  To 
remove  hiin  was  a  matter  of  absolute 
necessity.  Accordingly,  he  and  Mi*.  Ward 
wepc  succeeded  bv  Gen.  Walpde  and  sir 
F.  Vincent.  Wnen  Lord  Howick  came 
to  the  foreign   department,    upon  Mr. 
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"  Fox*8death>  he  continued  theiegenttemeti  \ 
"  as  under  secretaries,  because  tbev  poisesaed 
''  bis  confidence ;  and  when  be  kh  the  ef* 
**  fice,    they    retired  also,     without   any 
*'  pension  or  sinecure  wbatefer.*— If  Mr, 
*'  Fox  had  followed  tbe  exaokpte  of  his 
•*  predecessor,    he  would  have  pensioned 
♦*  Gen.  Walpole  gr  sir  F*  Vincentj  on  co- 
n*  ming  mto  office.    And  if  Lord  Howick, 
^  had  availed  Sim^fof.  tbe  precedents  left 
y  him  both  by  Lord  Hawkesbury  end  Lord 
''  Mulgrave,  he  would  even  in  succeeding  to 
**  a  friend^  have  removed  at  least  one  of  the 
**  under  secretaries^  and  pensioned  bins,  to 
^  niake  way  for  a  dependant  or  relaiion,  whom 
*'  also  he  would  \m^  pensioned  before  he 
;•'  retired  from  office^  We  assert^  as.  a  known 
""  ftct,  that  when  I^ojd  Harrowby  retired 
*'  early  in  1 80i5,  Mr,  EUiot  was  remo\'ed 
*'  to  naake  way  for  Lord  M.'s  brotber-in^law^ 
•'  M^,  R.  Ward  j  ai?d  that  one  of  the  last 
''acts  of  Lord.  Mulgraieji  before  quitting 
"  tbe  £ot^ga  office  early,  in  .1806,  was  to 
"  grant  Mr.  Ward  a  larg^  penaion  for  less 
*^  than  a  year's,  aervioe,  in  a  ncianner  the 
**  legality,  of  which  was  so  much  doubted 
^*  that  it  was  inquired  into  by  the  late  vba* 
''  nisterf,  with  the  determioatioa  of  setting 
•*  it    aiide.    This   Mr.  R.    Ward   knows 
"  would  have  beep  done,  had  it  not,  un- 
''  fortunately,  beep  found  that  the  gcant, 
"  however  unprfcedentedi,  both  |w  t^^the 
^'  ^pundi  and  niatu>er  of  it,  was  JU|p^r[OL- 
**  less  within  the  strict  formaU^j^^^f  law. 
*'  Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  Howick  can  certainly 
^'  cla\ni  po  praise  fior. having  avoided  this 
*'  example  or  Lord  M.    Rut  that  Lord  M*$ 
'^  frienos  and  deiGspder^  should  venture  up* 
V  on  the  discussion  of.  any  thing  connected 
*^  with  ibis  sut|)ect»  is  #  matter  of  wonder, 
'*'  even  to  those  who  know  the  rashness  oi' 
y  the  new  n^en.'*— rThe  .neat  article  is  the 
answer  of  the  Cozener  newspaper  of  tbe 
.  aanie  day.— "  Thete.  is  «  long  article  to- 
**  day  in  the  Morning  Chnuiicle  on  tbe 
.  **  subject  of  pensions  to  under  ijpcretaries-ef 
"  state.    We  have  not  time  to  comment 
"  now  upon  the  general  anbiect  of  sinecures 
'^  and-pen^ons^  though  we  pledge  ourselves 
*'  \p  unmask  the  hypocritical  prettn^ons 
*'  of  the  late  men  to  styerior  parity>  in  any 
''  respect  whatever  regarding  the  grants  of 
**  public    money.  .  As,   however,   it  has 
''  mprethan  once))een  boldly  stated^  that 
•'  the  pension  to  Mr.  Ward  was  granted  cm 
**  a  fund  never  before  applied  to  such  uses, 
**  and  as  it  is  insinuated  that  it  was  given 
"  merely  for  a  y^*s  service,  we  will  state 
*'  tbe  r^  case.    With  respect  to  a  provi- 
•  *'  sion   generally  to  under  secretaries-  on 
'^  retiring,  it  Is  nverygiot^  misrepreientt* 


a  year ;  sir  J.  Bmgess,  imder  the  same 
"  Loni    G.,    with  a  pension  of  £imCK 
"  a  year;   Mr.    Canmng,     by    the   samo 
*'  Lord  G.,    with  £\W0,   a    year  3  Mr. 
*'  Ffeher,    by  the   same    Lord   C,   with 
'V60(V.  a  yearj  Mr.  Ham.nond,   by  the 
*'  same  lord  G.,  wiih^XX)/.  a  year,  ha%'ing 
f*  Iken  1200/.  as  a  foreign  minister,  aDd 
*^  6OOL  a  year  besideit,  added  to  it  last  year 
**  by  Mr.  Fok.    Mr.  Husfcisson,  by  loni 
"  Melville  (then  in  the  cabinet  with  )c^ 
*'  G.)  with  1200/.  a  )-ear ;  Sir  G.  Shec,  t9 
*'  the  hecne    department,   Mith  1200/,    e 
•'  year.     So  much  for  the  novel  ly  of  ap 
''  und^  secretary's  pension!     Now  as  to 
*'  the  food,  namely  the  office :    the  cout 
.*'  stitution  by  which  the  right  to  recomr 
f^  mend  to  allowances  for  omceT%  retiring 
'*  was  settled,  was  the  work  also  of  lord 
*'  Grenville  himself,  in  conjunction  with 
"  the  other  secretaries  of  state,  so  far  back 
**  as  tbe  year  17(>5,  as  appears  by  the  ordec 
*•  of  his    Majesty  in  council.    And  bow 
"  often    have   allowances  been    granted  i 
"  Was  Mr,  Ward's  the  first  insUoce  ?    No 
<f  — it  was  the  tenth  in  succession,  in  tb^ 
f  *  course  of  1 1  years  I  aud  of  the  p  preced- 
*'  ing  instances,  5  were  the  work  a^so  of  lord 
"  G.    Iftbe  writer  in  the  Chronicle  wi^iea 
"  to  kaow  them^  he  wiU  find  them  in  the 
*'  ofSee,  under  the  heads  of  allo^'ances  to 
"  Mr.  Money,  380/.  a  year  j  Mr.  Jenkins^ 
**  40Q/.  a  year;  Mr.  Hmchcliflfe,  (500/.;  Mr. 
"  Hammond,   600/.  5    Mr.  Fisher,    600/. 
'f  Tlie  object  of  the  last  grant  was  tbe  peco- 
'*  liar  follower,   protege,   and  we  believe 
''  connexion,  of  lotd  G. ;    the  grant  was 
"  noade  to  him  after  a  service  of  exactly  fi 
**  m<mtfa«  and  about  14  days,  and  was  **  one 
*'  «*  of.  the  last  acts^f  lord  G.  on  quittmg 
''  *'  tbe  foreign  ofSoe."    it  was  hdd  alap 
^'  by  htm  during  his  life,  tc^ether  with  e 
''  CDomiission  of  excise,    worth  l^OOt  a 
*'  year  more !    Do  we  blame  lord  Grenvijie 
"  for  this  ?     No  J  nor  do   we  believe  tb^ 
**  the  misrepresentations  on  which  we  are 
"  commenting  proceeded  from  his  authority. 
"  We  know  at  least,  in  answer  tp  am^ber 
"  part  of  that  misrepresentatfon,    tfiat  he 
"  profifissed  his  opinion  in  fiivoar  of  die 
"  legality  of  the  grant  to  Mr.  Ward,  tn 
'*  which  he  also  disclaimed  all  idea  of  hot- 
•*  tility.    Pourother  instances  of  aMowancea 
*'  fix>m  the  tame  fund  in  the  office  Of  secre- 
*'  tary  ofsUte,  occur  before  Mr.  W«rd'a, 
*'  vias.  Mr.  Colquhoun,  300/.  a  year;  Mr- 
^'  Moore,  800/.  a  year  >  fifr.Higden^  500t 
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'\  a  ye^r  ;  Mr.  Hay^  d^.     Now  as  to  the 
''  motjve  of  grantiijg  U  !    Was  it  a^ob  to  a 
''  relatioo,  or  a  coH^Qaation  tea  man  in* 
*'  vited  fi-om  a  pro^espion  in  which  he  was 
\|'  a<iyancing,aud  from  tlie  benefit  of  a  stiidy 
^'  of^he  Law  of  Nptioas,  into  an  office  In 
*",  which  that  law  u^s  daily  ai^  hourly  an 
^  object  of  discussion  ?     We  can  state  with 
^'  accuracy  that  the  chancellor  was  read/  to 
'*  put  the  seal  to  4  be  vacant  Welch  judge - 
"  sliip  in  tavour  of  Mr.   Ward,  when  he 
*\  was  desired  to  give  his  labours  to  another 
"  department  in  the  state.   This  is  not  brtly 
"  a  great  professional  Ivoiiottr,  but  a  place 
•'  for  life  j    and    this,    together  with   his 
*'  practice,  Mr.  Ward  reliaquished,  to  at- 
'"  tend  the  call  oI'Mr.  PiK  arid  lord  Mul- 
*!"  grave,  where  it  was  thought  his  service 
"  might  be  of  particular  use.    We  ask  the 
'*  worJii,  if  a  man  foregoing  such  advantages 
'•  to  obey  such  a  call,  is  either  to  have  no 
'^'compensation     at    all,    or  to    have  his 
♦'  comp.^nsation  after  the  precedents  addu- 
*'  ced,'  stigmatized  wholly  unprecedented, 
**  and  proceeding  from   favour  alone  ?     As 
"  to  a  former  article  in  tlie  Cl>ronicle,  that 
*'  ]Mr.  Ward  reU'rect  to  a  commission  of  bank- 
"  rupts,  besides  his  pensiQu,  It  is  neither 
*'  ftiote  nor  lcss,thana  very  foolish  and  wholly 
^  unfounded  assertion,  aiulas  such  we  shall 
"  leave   it.     And  go  we    also  leave    the 
"  public   to  judge  of  the  justice,  the  vir- 
**  tuoUs  acccurncy,    and  purity  of  motive/ 
*'  which  characterise  this  creditable,  party, 

*'  true,  and'most  impartial  Ktatement.'* ^ 

The  Morning  Chronicle's  reply,  on  the 
6tlx  mstant,  starts  new  and  valuable  mat- 
ter.-^  *'  We  have  already    exposed   the 

*'  unfounded  calumnies  of  Mr.  Canning's 
*'  journalists,  respecting  the  conduct  of 
*'  his  immediate  predecessors  •  ia  the 
*'  foreign  ofiScej,  and  hiivc  demoostrated 
"  by  a  plain  statenient  of  the  f^cts,  that 
*'  in  arrmigin^;  the  appointment?  of. this 
*^  department,  Mr.  Fox  and  loJ'd  Hotvick 
**  were  guided  by  a  strict  adJiereoce  to 
"  those  iHiaxims.  i>f  economy  which,  np 
**  one,  save  only,  the  parti iians  of  lordMeJ- 
"  ville,  .^ver  dared  to  treat  with  open  con- 
'^  tempt.  AttemptflJiave  been  made,  aUp, 
"to  charge  tlie  same  distinguish  d  chacac- 
*'  ters  with  removing  English  envoys  in 
*^  order  to  make  i-oom  for  their  own  friends. 
*'  As  this  Recusation  is  false  beyond- the  or- 
*'  dlnary  measure  of  party  roisrepresenta- 
"  fibh,    we  shall  here  again   narrate  the 

• '  /acts    in    question. Soon    after    the 

*  '  chijnge  of  Administration  in  180(>,  lord 
"^  G..L.  Gower  was  allowed  toseturnfrom 
'*  St;  ^etef-sburgh  ^t  his  own  desire.  An 
I'  ofter  was  explicitly  made  by  Mr.  Fox^ 
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**  wkb  a  kind  attention  which  Ibrd  G'.L.G. 
^'^  Mas  not  forgotten,  thaf  he  might  t^main, 
.**  if  he  pleased,  at  a  court  wliere  his  con- 
♦^  dtict  had  giVeft  satlsfactfonl '  His  I'ordsh/p 
**  eon  Stilted  "'his  owrf  cbnveiliehce  and  pre- 
•*  ferr^  eoraingj  hoihcf.- — ^MA;Prerre|)ont 
*^  Solicited  leave '  to  rfeturn  from  Sweden, 
•'  chifcfly  dti  actiount  of  Iji^'lieaKh;  Mr. 
'*  Srrdttort  was  appointed  lb  succeed  him  j 
*'  a  gentleman  onlv^^nown  to  lord  ttowick 
"  by  his  long  and  able  serviced  m  the  diplo- 
"  matic  line;  •      ■   -     •  '  •   - 

*'  to  lord  H.  b; 
*'  nrt  powethil 
•'  him  hi  the  si 
"  tidnsoftheH 
*•  and  which  m 

•'  thrown  him  b 

*'-  afi^airs  are  ad 

"  little  mddbt^c 

"  In  the  missior 

*'  Hamburgh, 

**  change  whalt 

"  Mr.  Kot  or  Ic 

*'.  and  Mr.  '.Vyn 

*'  to  tome  hon 

"  -x^arj  when  a 

"  to  replace  the 

*'  we  presume  l 

"  lated  the  min 

'*  with  such  a  person  "as  idrd  Hutchinson^ 


1 

] 
"  i 

''  i 

''  c 
"  r 

•'  f 

*'  a 
"  r 

*'  n 

"  a 

"  his  being,  the  eldest  snn  of  a  very  keen 
"antagonist  (Mr.  W.  Pole,  now  of  t  ho 
^'  ordnance  ollice)  should  be  viewed  aS 
**  ground  for  susf^cting^  afi  Und\id'  prefo- 

'*  rence. ^The  necessity  of  recalling  sir 

"  A.  Paget  has  never  b?en  questioned  by 
''  any  one  who  read  the  secret  corre<(pon- 
''  dence  published  by  lord  Mul^ravc.  TIjc 
''  late  ministers  have  always  been  ready  to 
^f  acknowledge  that  gfentletnairs  professional 
"  merits,  and  if  the  more  serious  i/repara*-' 
^'  ble  evils  produced  by  the  publication  in" 
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'*  question,  had  hft  any  rooip  for  pcrsqtjal 
"  confide  rati  oni?,  they  w^uld.hav^  regarcjad 
*'  the  necessary  }  isa  of  sir  A.  P/ a  Servians 
*'  at  Vienna,  3s  an  additional  groiiod  for 
''  regretting  thi^t, act  of  raslwieii^  and  in&- 
''  liuitif^n.  That  the  conduct  of  his  suq- 
*'.  cessor,  Mr.  Adnir,  lias  given  ihii  highest 
"  satisfaction,  both  at  liomeimd  aX  Vienna, 
""  we  venture  to  assci;t  without  the  fear 
"  of  conM'ndictiou*  even  from  Mr,  Can- 
"  nin^j  that  Mr*  Adair  i-.iust  be  spee^lily 
"  dis|)l;iced,  could  never  be  doubced  by 
"  any  one  who  reflected  that  our  foreign 
"  dennrtinept  is  now  iii  tlie  hands,  of  the 
**  An  'f'acobin  poetasters,  ISIessrs.  Ham- 
"  'rere.  &:c.  whose  poli- 

*•  would    be  iinpeaphed 

"  ve   in   en;iployment  ,a 

"  \y    exposed    to    tlieir 

*'  bratei  performance — 

«'  concerns  of  great  era- 

/'  II The    recall    of 

''  .Merry  was  rendered 

*'  necessary  by  circurostmces  which  it  is 
*'  needless  to  specify.     These  regard,  not 
''  f,o  much 'the  personal  qualifications  oflhe 
*'  two  gentlemen  in  question,  as  the  pecu- 
•'  Jiar  uiate  of  affairs  in  \hn  countries  where 
**  ihey  were' resident ;  while  the  conduct 
*'  qf  ^Ir.  Erskine  has  given  entire  «atisfac- 
'•'  lion,  and  amply  justified  his  nooqination. 
'    We  confidently  ask  Mr.  Canning  himself, 
«'  now  that  he  has  seen  a  little  of  the  offiae, 
*'  who  could  be  more  fit  for  the  mission 
•'  to  Palermo  than  Mr.  Prummond?     This 
*'  gentleman  had  no. political  connection, 
*'  but  a  sliijht  personal  acquaintance  with 
"  lord  Ho  wick.    He  was  recommended  tp 
*'  the  notite  of  the  ministry,  solely  by  his 
'^  known  abilities  in   diplomacy,  and  his 
*'  former  residence  at  the  court  of  Naples, 
'^  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  by  Lord 
'^  Hawkesbury^  andhere^  indeed,  lies  the 
*'  whok    offence   of  Mr.   Drummond    in 
*f  Mr.  Canning's  eyes.- — -As  foV  Gonsul- 
'^  shii>s,  they  made  not  a  single  change  io 
•*  that    depiirtniejit.      They    granted    the 
*'  usual  floating  pensions  to  sir  A.  Paget, 
**  Messrs.  Jackson,  Spencer  Smith,.  Pier- 
■*■  rep •)nt,  arid  Wynne.     These  gentlemen 
*'  were  altogether  the  connections  of  former 
'     i*'  ministers;  and  the  pensions  which  thev 
^-  '*  116 w  received,  were  feiich  as  the  length 
**  •of  their  respective  services  entitled  them 
'    «'  ^o,  by  the  strictest  precedents  et-tablished 
^^  in  the  foreign  department.- — -It  is  after 
'•  "  an  iidmiivisifetlon  of  this  kind— disgraced 
-     *«  bJrnoioh<;-^tt>afkA*d  by  the  most  punctual 
,  Y  if»id  decisive  regard  to  the  interes;^  of 
♦•  the    senlciB' — and'   distinguished  by   the  ; 
'•  ^XQst  rigorous  economy    of  die  |)ublic 


"  ^nouscy,  thai  lord  Howick  nnA  bin  c©U 
I* 'leagues  retire  atoidst  the  sincere  regwrts 
**  of  tlieir  countir>'«nen  3  leavitigj  howcTtr, 
**  ^an  example  behind  them,  which,    if  it 
''.may  fail  to  exite  ,tho  emulation,   nottst 
'^  at  least  prove  some  dieck  to  the  miscoo- 
"  duct    of.   tlieir    sncceasors."  — ~No*^, 
either  this  is  true,  or  it  is  false.     If  £eite» 
the  Morning   Chronicle,    who  abnses    Sir 
Francis  Burdett^  is  a  liar  ;  if  tnie,  does  Sir 
Francis  deserve  reproach  for  what  bfe    ha^ 
said    of  the    JRitn    Boor  ?-*-Learnig    the 
Morning  Chrpnicle  to  answer    tliis'  ques- 
tion,   Itft  us    proceed  to  the  rejomder  of 
the  CouaiF.H    of    the    same.   tkiy.  '■■'»/■  — 
'*  The  late- ministers   coiidade  an   art^e 
".which  they  have  published  in  a  pnper  ibii 
"  morning  by  boldly  asserting  thart  tlieir  sRi- 
'^  ministration  was  **^  disgraced  by  no  jofci.** 
"  A  more  daring  aisertion  we  nei^er  rertie^- 
•'  bered  to  have  heard.     The  late  xcinifiry 
**  began  their  career  by  a  job;  the  enabling 
"  lord  Grenville  X9  hold  a   large .  gmecate 
*'  wi^li  arwther  offiscCr  the  twobefeg  locotn- 
'^  patible  jn-  the  same  p^son.     Mr.  Ston- 
*'  dan  said  that  Mr.  Fox  proposed  to  ts^l^ 
''-.on  him  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  for  life. 
"  Enquiries  were  set  on  foot  to  know  if  ilie 
*'  Surveyorsliip  of  Woods  and  Forests  coald 
*'  not  be  settled  on  lord  R.  Speocer  forJiib. 
"  The  Muster  Master  General  of  Indttd, 
^'  ^  lucrative  sinecure,  was  divided b^i^wcen 
*'  Mr.  X-  Sheridan  an.d  a  rehtioo  of  ktfd 
"  Howick's  at  the  expenee  tol^  ooontrycf 
'*  a  large  pension  to  the  tlien  holder  to  m- 
'*  duce  him  to  resign.     An  Irish  sinecure  tf 
*'  30()0l.  per  annum  waS'  given  to  Cavendish 
"  Bradshaw,  without  a  pretence  of  daizse. 
*'  Apepeion  waa  granted  to  Judge  Johnbtone^ 
**  who  has  libell&d  lord  Hardwicke  ;  vtdoi- 
*'  ble  reversions  were  grained  to  Mn  firs- 
"  kine's  clerk;  ancl  we  believe. H  reverwon, 
"  or  some  such  jpb,  •>ya9  givep  to  Mr. 
"  WickhanV, — These  foea  to  joba  and  friends 
"  to   reform  and  econo^';,  dismisted  At- 
•  **  kins,  the  Barrack-Mastar  in  tjvj  Isle  of 
"  Wight,    who    had   expose)}    enondDia 
**  abuses,  and  who.isnow  starving.  A  pen* 
"  sion  of  1200I.   was  granted  tOreoJ.  Con- 
'*  greve  for  throwit^g  a  fe4«^.,bnril»rtg  anppfirs 
"  into  Boulogne.    Lord  Htiwiek's^^vother, 
*'  Viih  foiir  other  Greys,  have  had  kicradiitt 
"  appoiutm<^nts5  one  was  sent  <mt  «om- 
*'  mander  in  chief  to  the  Cape>  wHImi  M\Btf 
*'  of  4060L  per  annum,  and  «Dorber«d«r]F  tf 
''  equal  apiount,  sts  Jieut.  gov^jWr,  A^i^ 
'^^undfttauch  circumstance^  a. li^H*:g<w•^ 
*'  npr's  salary  has  never  beea  if^c^^tJiliQ  f  ' 
*'  100    ponods  or  ^iit^o.-^^^ddp^-  .^kften^M^ 
"  wer^  provided foir,  ataq«xpftnon,<{f  jtcar- 
*'  Ij  as  u^atiy  thousaads.tffr  m^M^.i^ftt^ 
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*'  ditor8>  tecretxirres,'  iind  defks  wpon  the 

*^>ao;iiliog  cstabiiihmenc     When  iio   np- 

"  poinlnifenl  was  open  foe  ah  impatierft  de- 

'f  pendant,'  ihe  language  was,  "'•  pm  him 

**  iipon  die  A\id»tor&  lUj  something  betfer 

"  can  be  done/*'— J  5  Judges  ^cte  thonght 

"  by.  the    I&te    ministers    InbufBcienl  for 

"  the  admmistnrtipn  of  jasiiee  *  m    Scot-. 

•  •*  land,  though  in  England  it  is  administer- 

"  ed  by  a  smaller  nun^ber.    New  judichl 

'^  situations  were  therefore  to  be  created, 

**  And  one.  of  them  was  to  have  been  supe- 

"  nor  10  rank,  dignity,  and  emolument  to 

*•  any  now  in  oxisience.    To  thig  new  and 

**  highest  office,  not  the  present  president, 

"  bat  a  new  ofScer,  was  to-be  appointed 

"  (the  brother  of  a  cabinet  minister.) — ^300 

"  new  larveyors  of  taxes  were  on  the  eve 

"  of  betng  appointed  at  an  enormous  ex- 

"  pence  to  the  public.    This  measure  was 

*'  lo  hate  recttii'ed  the  sanction  of  parlia- 

"  Jneut-*-and  to  make  that  sanction  more 

'^  <:ertahi,  and  to  demonstrate  that  this  ad- 

^'  ditioo  of  patronage  and  expence  was  in- 

*'  tended  by  these  foes  to  jobs,  for  the  sole 

*'  purpose  of  bctteir  cdlecting  the  revenue, 

"on  the  eve  of  the  general  election  last 

V  abtumn,  the  future  sanction  of  parlia- 

"  mcnt  W.3  anticipated  by  privately  but  ge- 

"  nerally  announcing  to  the  favouired  candi- 

*'  dates  that  «ich  appointments  would  be 

**  made,  and  that  the  recommendation  of 

*'  their  constituents  would  be  attended  to. 

*'  Tlait  fact,  however,  was  unfortunately  de- 

"  hyed  till  the  dissolution  of  the  late  vigo- 

**  rous  administration,  and  nothing  remain - 

•*  cd  but  the  painful,  yet  necessary  task  of 

"  apologising,  which  was  actually  done  a, 

"  few  days  before  they  quitted  oftjce,  for 

^'   those  interests  being  so  reglected>  and 

'*"  those  promises  so  broken.     Such  ere  a 

"  few  of  the  proofs  (not  to  mention  any 

*'  thing  at  prest^nt  of  the  increase  of  sheriffs 

'*'  depute  in  Scotland,  Sec.)  of  the  utter  de- 

*'  rotation  irt  which  the  late  ministers  hald 

"all    jobs!  I** ^The    Courier,    whose 

zeal  foy  the  pablic  good  is  unwearied,  was 

not  content  With  what  he    had    said    on 

th©   5Chj  and,  therefore,  on  the  8th,  after 

having  availed  himself  of  the  rest  of  the  Sab- 

l>athr  he  retnmed  to  his  valuable  exposures 

mrith  renovated  vSgoiir,  thus :  •*  The  latt  mi- 

*  *  otetcrs  alluding  lo  the  statements  we  made 

**  on  Satirfdar,  respecting  their  jobs,  contra- 

^^  diet  som'e  of  them,  and  entirely  pass  over 

"  4nhem.  ..Thus,  for   instance,   they  pass 

'*'•  over  th^  j^'  of  enabling  Lord  Grenville 

^'  to  lidld  a  large  sinecui^  with  another  of- 

>«   iioef,  :ill©4v^o  being  incompatible  jn  the  ^ 

*'*'   Mnse  *ptfffton;  ftud  tfont'radict  onr  i^tate- ' 

^'  Aveot  tittt  Mr.^F^x  propt^ed  to  tta\^  on 


tf^angUng  Factions.  [1025 

•'  Mr.  Shuridan  the  Dttc^V  of  I*ancastcr  for 
"life.    Weha^e  Mt-.S/fe  authority,  how- 
f' fever,  that'l^^  did  think  of  ir,  and  ii.teivl   . 
^'  5t  for  him*    in  the  debate  on  the  25ih Vf 
*''Marcfc,  on  Mr.  Martin's  motioii  against 
•'  grantihg   plare^  far  life^    ^^.  Sh^-'rVdan.. 
**  said,   in  answer  to  Mr.  Johnstone,  that 
•'  *'  with  respect  to  the  charge  of  his  (Mr.   . 
**  S  )  being  Itrsyin  providing  for  luiruelf 
"  and  his  lamliy,  the  fact  was,  that  hisbou. 
"  friend,  who  was  now  unhappily  no  more  . 
*'  (Mr:  Fox);  thought  that  after  a  service,   . 
"  he  hoped  notunmeritorious,  of  27yenrs 
**  in  parRament,  some  provision    for    lifo  , 
"  ought  to  be  made  for  hi  hi.     It  had  hap- 
"  pened  rather  singularly,    that  his  hon. 
"  frieiid  had  iiitended,  tnat  the  office  that 
**  hgd  been  so  much  spoken  of  tliis  night, 
'*  the  Chancellorship  of  the  Dacliy  of  Lan- 
*'  caster,  should  be  appropriated  to  that  pro- 
•'  vision.'*    Here  we  have  Mr.  S.'s  pt^sitive  . . 
"  assertion,  that  Mr.  Fox  had  intended^  tlib  , 
•'  Chancellorship  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  . 
"  for  life,  for  him.     With  respect  to  rne  of  . 
*'  Lord'Howick's  brotliers,  the  lUe  niinis- . 
"  ters  have  disclosed  a  fact  of  which  we 
"  were  ignorant,    that  when  Capt.  Grey 
*'  was  removed  from  Sheerneis  to  Ports- 
*'  mouth,  he  ha(ir  Si  place  which  fell  vacant 
**  in  the  West  Indies  given  him,  a  valuable 
*'  sinecure,  we  take  it  for  granted,  it  having 

"  been  held  by  Lord  Ducie. We  ftnd 

•'  too  tliat  Col.  Grey  having  been,  disabled    . 
*'  by  a  severe  wound  in  H()lland,  has  been    . 
*'  placed  on  acth'e  service  at  the  Cape.  -— •    . 
*'  As  to  the  reversion   to  Lord  Erskines 
'*  clerk,  it  was  admitted  in  the  House  of 
*'  Commons,   that  not  one  only^   but  two 

"  had. been  gran  ted. The  increase  of  the 

"  number  of  Judges  in  Scotland,  Surveyors    . 
"  of   Excise,    Auditors,    Sec.  an    increa.se    . 
*'  which  has  entailed  so  immense  an  ac|d!- 
^'  tional  expence  -upon  the  cpuiitry,  is  ad- 
'*  duced  by  the  late  ministers  as  one  of  thtir  , 
*'  regulations  for  enforcing  economy  I ! ;    ,  ■ 
*'  Upon  the  sinecure  to  C.  Bradsiiaw,  the  . 
"  pension  to  Jlvig«5'J^hnslone,  whplibellad 
•'  Ivord  Hafdwicke,  the  dismissal  of  Atkins, 
*'  who  had  exposed  enormous  abuses,  ihvy 
"  pre8er\e  a  profound  silence.     In  our  cnu^ 
**  meration  however,  of  jobs,  we  bt'g  rhp 
"  late  ministers  pardon,  for  forgettirig  :o  in-  , 
'•*  elude  their  a;>poinnuciits,  a  *}ayor  two  .  • 
•'before  they  v.  ere  dismi.'^sccl  froa^  ojlicf^  . 
"  of  persons  to  (iljihe  .sitaaticns  of  Collcc- 
"  tor  of  the  Customs,  Surveyor  of  llio  Cu>-  - ' 
"  torn"?,  Walters  and  St^archers  at  .Buenos  , 
•^  Ayres,  a  ptnce '  not.  then,  ig^  our  d./^vh:,-  , 

*'  sioh!"' N^ow,    reader, ^.sen^/'bfp  'find, 

impartial' rP-adcr,  this  is  ihepinure,  whit^i 
'the  fhciK;ns'fhcni>clves  draw  of  ihc  co  : duct 
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«>tf>#*b  olitur^   J,  will  Qc^^l)^  yoM  ho w,  .vm- '   '^  ietx*^^ '  petuliiffl^  - 

ifc«ii«yrtem  Jlibp,tbjf>it  ^  |)ossible  that  our, 

i:^lioui|i  vithufpF^igq  ^ation^  &hppld  be  pro-  r 

petljr  maBag€(lt j  j  it^Il  nota^jou,  whether  | 

your,.^  a  fkrniwr^c^ir  n  merqhaut,  or,  a  gentle-j 

inonf:  >rouJd>ii&nUu4  your  a^rs   to   suchi 

-^inds)  b(HyI,wUlask)r)Qqy  wJit^ther,  if  what 

tkest^  wrimtfi  my  he  trur>  ti^j  aris  not  the 

nosc.baae.of.ma^iDd  to  rail  at  the  similies, 
.. aod,  tbo.'asf^ctiqpa  Qf  Sir  Erancii  Bur.!ctt  ? 

Here  wokav«  tholr  qwu  apc^ouiit  of  tht?  coD'* 

^uct  fif  th«  two  .facjtjpii?.  .  1(*b$  two  £icuo»si 
>  thcpdgh^ihi&cbaan^Ar  t^Ji  t^e>  wprldwbat  they 

fcave.diHie,  lit  i^  U)  their,  own  mouths  that 
.'Hreafiiiid^tbB  nf^u^fOD^  agaiost  th'^ms^IvesL 
'  SkJlrancU.Bi^^e^t,  si^»  jf  jhena.pnly^what 

-  they.eajjT'ctf  ?ftoh^pih*i  j  jprfcUt;ly,tbat,  ao4 
' .  not  a.wotfi  iQPie ).  ,9n4  .y^iti,  they  accuse  biiii 

o(9idUiousJavgtiifS%»J^^^  call  upon  the  par- 

I  ing :  ike'pulii^Q  p^fyf  m  thi«  way  for  some 
-^'weokspa^l)  hvit>,tU^pu blip  pulse  beat»  to 

no-soch  ^i$we., .  The,  public^  even  the  very 

Uiodtttt  pi 'ihe  pi]blic,  now  see;  and,  that 

they  do  ice,  tlianks  to  these  rautiial  "expo- 
sures.                   '  .   , 
.  Sir,  Henry  Mildmay. Jt  was  easy  lo 

foresee,  that  the  bittcnjess  of  party  spirit, 
■prp«Iiiced  by  the  dissoluiion  of  jarlinraent, 

wcttjld  break  oi^t  in  exjiosures ;  not  merely 

in  the  way  of  paragraphs,  but  in  someihiog 

more  anthenticj  cuidthis  was,  as  the  reader 

-wUI,  probably,  recollect,  one  of  the  ;idvanta- 

ges  which  1  hoped  for  fron\  that  very  useful 

raeasure.-r— — Mr,  Perry^  with  the  vindictive 

zeal  of  an  ousted  place-noan,  has  got  hold  al- 
ready of  the  Fourth  JR^roRx  ot  iheConi- 

miasioners  of    Military  Inquiry,    and  has, 

therefrom,   taktjji,   and  pubiish^^   in   the 

Morning  Chronicle  of  the  9th  Jjustant,  the 

following  curious  and  most  interesting  ac- 
count of  a  birgain  made  by  Pilt  and  his  peo- 
ple wHh  Sir  Henry  Miidmay,  now  one  of 

t(ie  members  for  Hampshire. We  will, 

rgreeably  to  our  usual  custom,   first  insert 

the  article^  and  iheu  mske  our  remarks  upoa 

it.     I  say.w'^?,  for,  upon  occasions  like  this, 

J  cannot  help  p<?rceivijig.   that  1  feel  and 

think   io  common  with  all  those  who  are. 

taxed  to  provide  tlw  sums  whjch  arc  ihus  ex- 

-  pendedi *'  Sir    Henry  Mildiijay  some 

f*  years  ago  succeeded,  in  ri^ht  of  his  wife, 
<f  foa  conwderable  estate  in  the  neighbour- 
'**  hood  of  Chelmff -rd,  ,Upt>n  this  property 
*'  there    is    a  maiision-liouse  (Moolsham- 

.  f*  hall),- v/ith  gardens  and  pleasure  giounds ; 

"  and  ^ir  H.  was  obliged  by  the  will  of  tl^e 

?t  iKst  c^wner^  fruro  w|jom^|Jp  received  it,  fo, 

f  rcikle  iher«  ^  months  in  ever)' yeat ; "  a 

.    ^'  TCbtricVion  ahvays  unpleasant  when  a-pro- 

f  pricior  Ivib  othi^f  places  of  residence,  and 


^  ,  ^  ^10  iiifAhiA^<m9e.^oni 

'^  "chrcutixstatices  whidi  k  i^aficdtofHj  t^paiv 
'^  tioolarize,  both  toodnogth^^attMatkHi  of 
^*  Moulsham-hall  andSirfI;M'stfai»U)r  ar« 
"*'  rangements.  Wifth  ^kaoiKlitipD».i^v9r« 
*'  thaless,  be  was  forc^  to  coipply^^Jf ot^ver 
"  inconvenient  #r  disagreeable^  Jind.waa, 
**  of  course,  prevented  from  letting,  the 
'^  bouse  and  grouitds,  aithoogh  during  the 
"  rest  of  the  year  he  had  no  .occafipu  fmt 
''  tiicrh.— — The  land  Inth*  netghbomf^ood 
'*  of  these  pounds  is  let  upoa  ioisei  ^  dif- 
*'  ferent  farmers,  and'  in  At^.  tQ0a».ft  part 
''  of  it  was  wanted  by  goveromem  fof  the 
"erection  of  mArtary^^orks.  Sir  H.  M. 
"  and  his  tenants  immediately  poosrc^ei^  to 
"  give  \i^  Ae  <pace  required  lor  the  f  ublic 
"  service,  amounting  to  about30.acr€f,ati- 
"  polating,  however,  that;  a; jury  sbcntld,  at 
"  a  convenient  season,  be  sumnoooed  to 
'^  award  them  a  compensatloa,  according  to 
*'  the  provisions  of  the  Defenop  Ad.  in 
*'  consequence  of  th^s  permission  ^  their 
*'  part,  the  works  were  erected  withpnt  loss 
'*  of  tiine.— — The  residence  at  Moulsbam* 
'^  hall  now  bi*came  seriously  disagreeable. 
"  There  were  batteries  a  quarter  oi  i|  mile 
^'  from  the  house,  and  two  barracks  lat  the 
•*  distance  of  Iwlf  a  mile,  and  an  eutjtenched 
*'  camp  occupied  part  of  the  Park.  Sir  H. 
**  M.  therefore,  conceived,  that  he  h^d  ob* 
**  tained  sulficieDt  grounds  tor  an  act  of  par- 
"^  liamcnt  to  relieve  him  from.tbe  obligatioa 
'"  of  residing  there.  He  {ippUed  to  parlia- 
**  ment,  accordingly,  and  in  springs  1804, 
"  an  act  was  passed  to  thiseflect^  t£^  whole 
"  expences  of  which  were    poid  by  the 

**  Treasunr. A  few  weeks,  after   this  - 

*'  happy  liberation  (I5tl»  May,  .1804) i  Sir 
"  H.  made  an  otfer  of  his  houstf  •  to  tbo 
"  Quarter- Master -Gen  erad,  as  ^  fit  '•esi^ 
"  dence  for  the  military  <itaff  of  liio'dbtrict. 
"  The  rent  which  he  demanded- *w^  ^4Q(y 
^'  a  yenr,  government  to  pay  aliaa^es)  and 
*'  leave  the  premises  in  good*  fopftir}  for 
"  he  observecf,  they  were  ^hen.  '^to  perfect 
"  repair."  Before  this-  pro'ppsal  «oald  be 
*^  acceded  to,  a  survey  was  directed  to  be 
"  made  by  an  architect,  who  iieparted  that 
"  ^50' would  be  nece?;sary  iJmincdiately  to 
"  put  the  house  and  stnbleS'  m  repeir.  and 
"  ^'50  a  year  to  keep  them  iip*.  tThis  be* 
*'  ing  cnmmunicated  to'SirH.-heofi^ed  lo 
"  give  up  the  first  half  year's  rent  (i^200) 
"  on  condition  that  the  necessary  repairs 
'*  should  be  made  at  the  puWe*jexpeucc^ 
«•  To  rhJs  propoialtlje  War  Otfkd  agreed, 
'*^  and  .empowered  0<?n,  J>e  Lni<iey,  Bar- 
'^  rark  Master  0^»ewtf}  to^coorinde  the  bar- 
*'  gain.  From  some  circ^mstaoces,  not  ex* 
^'  plained,  it  was  ddijyed,  and  Gen.  De  Laut 
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?'  txj  was  removed  before  he  had  entered 

'*  into  the  lease  with  SJV  H/Mlfctewiyi-'-— 

**  Inthemeaa  tinie,  and  whil^  thq  1^qu«; 

^ind  pieasimi-grohBittk  remained  in  Sir  H*^ 

"  "^MxitipatioA,  trot  after  he  bad  beea  rcliev^ 

'«^  byjiii^«*)f'|)arBai»ent  at  the  public  e^- 

♦*  pence/ ftwHi  the  obligation  ot  residing 

*'  there,  a  jury  wat  suniaioned  to  £x.  the 

•*'  'con»peo»icion  ta  him  and  his  tenants  for 

*'  the  ilttjd  occupied  by  the  military  works 

'**  I^ey  returned  a   verdict,  1 8th  of  Aug. 

'*'  1804,  awarding  the  sttm  of  ISOOl.  fortJie 

•^  fim  year,  whidi  was  then  nearly  expired, 

^'^  trtd  OOO  L  for  every  subsequent  year,  dii- 

"^  ling  which  the  land  might  be  so  occupied, 

'  *'  cfT  a«  that  rate.— ^-^^s  Government  were 

^  to  restore  the  ground  to  ils  original  state, 

^■befow  giving  it  up.  to- the  proprietor,  it 

•*  tnay  naturally  be  asked,  why  so  large  a 

*•  reiH  avtiOOk  a  year  should-  be  given  for 

**  SO  acres ot  land,  besides  a  round  sum   or 

*<  bonm  of  7eO  1.  at  first  ?  Jh6  Jury  did  not 

^  speedy,  how  their  estimate  had  been  made, 

'  **  not  itt  w^-fltJway  they  meapt  their  com- 

'    *^  pensaiiofn  to  be  applied.    B,ut  Sir  H.  M. 

V, .  «r  iohif  exatomatioo  before  the  commission- 

'•  •*  er«,  states,  thift  In?  understood  t^jeJuryto 

-^  ♦>  hSire^vei)  2001.  per  annum  for  the  occu- 

^  paeiwtt  of  the  laud,  and  400 1  per  ann.  to 

**"  prdvkte  him   with  another  place  of  resi- 

<**drt»oe.;"     He  accordingly  ha^  always  paid 

^  hh  'tenants  200 1.  a  year,  and  taken  to 

•*  himself  tlie  remaining  part  of  the  rent, 

?*  besides,  as  we  conceive  him  to  mean, 

•*  the  eirtra  7D0I.  BiU  leaving  that  sum  out 

^  of  the  question.  Sir  H.'M.  hns  received, 

*'  and  continues  to  receive,  4001.  a  year, 

<•  becatise    barracks  and     batteries     were 

•*  erected  m  his-  neighbourhood;    and  an 

•'  act  of  parliament  has  been  passed,  at 

V  the  public  expencej  to  relieve  him  from' 

i*  the  necessity    of    residing    near  those 

"  barradu  imd  batteries.    We  do  not  stop 

*^  totaak^  if  being  relieved  from  this  most 

''  disameable  restriction   was    no    com- 

1*  pecitttioa  of  itself,  for  the  temporary  iu- 

*•  cottvinieooe.of  the  military  worka— we 

:    «ff  wil/i  not  put  it  16  Sir  H.  M.,  whether  he 

'  ^W^^^Wowld  not  gladly  have  leil:  Moulsham  Hall 

-''*'?  QDteflUinted,  while  the  works  remained  in 

**^  ha  setghbourhood,  in  order  to   relieve 

:  r^  liiooself  ftom  the  condition  of   residing 

ff  there*  quarter  of  every  fuUire  year— ^with 

•i^'lhia  point  we  do  not  at  present  trouble 

*^oar8<elv<r»j  Imt  we  repeat,  that  being  at 

o  once  ^owed  to  leave  Mouljiham  Hall, 

f*  md  -paid,  nftost  liberally  paid,  for  the  al- 

f*  knked  nuisance  bfrought  into  its  vicinity, 

**  korMd  no  right  to  expect  any  thing  more. 

'♦-He  bad 'gamed  enough  by  the  military 

:  **  ^V0ite  ^ '  fcw^  tteighboQrbood,— ^Thife, 


fftnry  MiUmay.  flOSO 

however,  does  not  seem  either  to  hav« 
been  l^s  own  opinion^  or  that  of  theTrea* 
sury,  or  of  H.  R.  H.  the  Commander-in- 
'Chi^P.  Tlie  lease  of  the  hons^j  aoiigar- 
'derrs  had  nbt  Ijeen  toncWded  wfeeo  *&«> 
tie  Lancey^lefl  th*  bamick  department  1 
ancfbH  successor,  Geh.  Hewftt,.-beforp 
exectitirtg  it,'focmd  himsetf^^jbligedhhy.the. 
Instfuctfons  limteir  #hk*h  he  wa*  acting, 
to  obtain -special  orders 'from  tlw  Trea- 
sury. Th6  delay  In  eondudkig  the  bar* 
gain,  had.  induced  him  TO  suspect  that  a 
change  of  opinion  nf>ight  hive  tafced  place 
respecting  its  prbbaWe  benltfifs  to  the 
pnbl?c.  Upon  examhiing  the  eiitutM* 
stance^  of  the  cafee',  hecomtdered  this- the 
more  lTkeiy,for  hfe  fbund  that,  bbidesi&e 
expends  of  iiiimedia»er<^i«,  Mmilsham 
HallwDuldc6stthepnbltelK3tayear,fflQd* 
would,  afterall,  be  to *ewreAicly incom- 
modious residence  for  tfny^  6flic«n,  All' 
this  he  very  |hr6perlf  lubteitted  to  tiie 
consideration  of  the  Cbmmander'^^Ohlef 
in  a  letter  dated  NdV*  ^7,  t80#;  and 
about  two  morithu  isfter  he  received  an  an- 
swer, ordering  htm*  to  put  the  preoriset,  in 
a  state  of  repair,  and  lo  report,  as  soorf  aa 
they  should  be  ready  for  the  xeceptioir  of 
officers.  In  this  answer  the  foMowtng 
reason  is  giveti  for  concluding  the  bargain 
'whh  Sir  \t:  M.  "  I  am  ftirther'*  (says 
Gen.  Brownr?gg)  '^  commanded  to  ob- 
serve, as  yon  remark  lipon  the  expeooe  of 
these  premises  being  disproporttoned  to 
the  public  utility  which  may  be  derived 
ifroih  them,  tlwf  the  agreement  entered 
iftto  by  the  Idte  Barrack-master  General 
was  sanctioned  on  accenntof  its  being  ne- 
cessary to  h?re  these  premises,  and  in 
doing  so  to  remunerate  Sir  H.  M.,  whose 
residence  had  been  destrbyed  by  the  field 
works  which  had  been  constructed  in  the 
imnjediate  vicinity  of  the  house."  Thif 
letter  is  dated  23d  i^\%,  1806,  above  5 
months  after  the  jury  had- awarded  10  Sir 
H.M.  4001.  a  year,  andilQOl.  the  first 
year,  as  a  remuneration  ;fur  the  damage 
done  to  his  reskieticc  by  the'  field  work* 
construct  ted  in  its  vicinity  j  or,  as  the  ver- 
dict states,  ''  to  provide  himself  with  ano- 
ther place  of  residence.*'— —The  lease, 
therefor#»,  must  be  completed  without  de- 
lay. But  for  this  purpose;  the  authority 
of  the  Treasury  was  *also  required-^so 
many  checks  does  our  constitution  provide 
to  cOnttoul  the  expendifureof  the  public 
money!.  Gen.'Hewett  accordingly  laid 
the  above  letter  from  the 'Commander  in 
Chief  before  the'Treaswy,  inclosing  an 
estimate  bf  the  expence,  viz.  rent  to  Sir 
H.M.  4001:5  yearfy  reparf»^50l;  taxcf. 
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•'  14^1.,'  tarraclt  office  to  lake  care  of  tiie 

'*  house,  501.  making;  in  the  whofe  ()43l. 

*•  fdture    annoal    ejcpenc^,    besides    2501. 

*'  wliith  Gen.  Hevvett  informed  their  ord- 

*'  ships  had  already  been  cxpendtd  in  thi 

*'  first  repanrs.     Mr.  Sturges  Bounie  iraaie- 

•'  dfarely  ansxv'erexi  the  letter,  by  authorising- 

"  thegenerrd  to  complete  tlie  lease,  and  to 

"  Liyou'tlhe  som  of  643  1.  on  immediate 

''  ri^p'airs,  according  to  the  estimate,    lb 

*^  be  sure  riiis  was  needless,  for  the  sum  re- 

*'  4^irM>va5  or/ry250l.  according  to  the 

*'  c%limnte,  and  that  sura  Had  already  been 

'*  experidetf^  but  Mr.  S.  Bo.irne  had  nerer 

"  taken    the   trouble    to  understand  Gen. 

*'  Hcwett's  letter,  or  to  read  the  estimate  j 

*'  far  less  did  he  throw  the  stnallest  obstacle 

"  in  the  way  of  Sir  H.  M's.  bargain,  al- 

"  tTiough  he   saw  from  Gen.  Brownrigg's 

**  letter,  inclosed  in  Gen.Hewett's,  that  this 

**  bargain  was  inten«*ed  as  a  conapensaiion 

"  iiK  the  vicinity  of  the  works,  and  knew 

•*  tliat  the  hon.  barooet  had  already  received  \  '*  deed  the  whole  Re|>ort  well  dt$\ 

**  a  compensation  for  it — so  efficient  are  the  \  'f  attention  o^  the  public;  fotU 

**  many  checks  provided  for  the  controul  of  *        '    '       '      " 

*'  public  expenditure  !——Tiie    lejse 


WAS   [ 

accordingly  completed  at  last;  and  the  \ 
*'  opinion  ot  Gen.  Hewett  has  be^n  amply 
*'  corroborated  respectiwg  its  inutility  to  the 
'*  public,  or  to  any  body  bat  Sir  H  Mikl*' 
'*  may.  The  only  advantages  derived  hj 
**  tlie  sernce,  in  retuwi  for  a  yearly  expence 
*'  Wf  643 1.  beside  the  first  repair*,  is,  that 
"  'Gen.  Campbell  and  his  aid-de-camp  re- 
*'  sided  there  near  7  months  in  1805  5  that 
'*  Gen.  Murray  and  his  aid-de-can>p  resided 
''there;  above  ^3  moui))sin  I8O6;  and  that 
^*  the  sura  of  41.  was  received,  as  two 
"  months'  reljt  for  tl^  pasture  ground  near 
*'.tl)e  house;  the  gardener  having  the  use 
*''or  ttie  garden  ground  for  keeping  the 

**  whole  in  order. U  is  perfectly  manW 

*'-fest.,  then,  that  the  public  has  been  pay- 
**  ihg,  and  still  continues  to  pay,  643 1,  a 
'^  year  for  almost  nothing  j  and  that  of  thi< 
"  Slim,  Sir  Henry  Paullet  St.  John  Mild- 
**  inay'has  been  receiving,  and  continues  to 
*'  receive,  40Ol.  a  year,  for  something 
^*  which  lie  had  sold  to  the  public  by  ano- 
"^  ther  bargaih.  The  jury  gave  him  4001.  a 
**'  year  betraoae  the  military  works  were  too 
*^  near  his  house,  after  making  full  com- 
**'  pen^ation  to  his  tenants.  The  Treasury. 
•*  paid  for  a  bilVto  Tree  him  for  ever  from 
'^  the  incumbrance  of  a  forced  residence 
'^  thei%.  All  this  is  not  enough^  the  Bar- 
*^  TtiCk  Office  'gives  him  another  4001.  per 
'^  ann.  becabse,  ^gain,  thic  military  works 
'* yfert  -Hjo'  neaf  his  house.-*— Strictly 
'*^peaking>  hi^  irat  compensation  should 
^  1m^  b^'-estln^ated  with  a  rsfer^ce  to 
T>acgTO.t»,  -h' 


**  Aht  3  fnonthsBtesldencs )  bot*  wetla  aot^ 
'^  mean  toqnarrel  afeout  this  pointy  •aidmlt-'- 
"  ting  that  he  should  have  veceived  ik  mubb 
"  as  if  he  had  aiw^R  lived  thero^  or  a*WMiy»- 
^'  been  allowed,  by  circumstances,  toiet  bis 
"  house;  we  maintAin,  that iifter  receivttigt 
**'  an  ample  remuneralion,  both  in  nKiUey 
"  and  in  the  act  of  parUjnfK-ut,  on  aococjnt'" 
*'  of  the  works  io  t^ie  TKHghbourhood,  here-' 
'*  ceived,  on  the  very  s.ime  account,  as  bigrh 
"  a  rent  tor  his  premises  as  he  could  have  ieO 
*'  them  for,  had  no  such  woiks  been  erect*' 
'^  ed — (See  Surveyor's  Uepoit,  24th  May,. 
*'  1804).     We  maintain  that  this  is  selliDg- 
*'  the  same  thing  twice  over,  and  that  ite 
"  parties  to  this  ti*ans^cticn,  viz.  the  present 
**  ministers,  authorised,  and  their  favourite,. 
'*  Sir  H.  Mildro?<y,  obtaiuel,  wliat  by  tho 
"  very  mildest  construction,  must  be  reckon* 
*'  ed  a  job —T  This  state; jent  IS  iiiithfull/ 
"  abridged  or  copit'd  from  the  4ib  Report^' 
**  p.  164^  to  J 67,  artd  4he  documewft.    in-  •, 
well  desprtes  Jito 

such  prnpfsion  in  iho^e  wk^  ^rici,  and.  * 
"  sach  negligence  in  those  who  ougkl  49'y 
*'  ick'/ckihepuLIk  ejtpeNdituri,xts  hdtdfy^OM  y 
*'  i)t  parol LcU'd  under  any  oiher gwmnmem*^'  -^ 
Braro!  Encore!  Out  uith  it,  Mr.  Perryl  ■ 
But,  then,  with  what  justice  is  it,  lbat^']^ott<'i 
stigmjTtize,  as  Jacobins  and '  LcveUersi "  att  .  • 
those  who  wish  to  cu\  otf  the  som^  of  theH»  :* 

jobs ? Praised,  againsay  I j  prassed-wUlv*- " • 

out  censing  be  our  gracious i^iog  for  dissolviap" 
the  parliament !  Had  iiot  tlie  king  beeagra«>  ' 
ciously  pissed  to*"  recur  to  the  sense  of  Im» 
people,"  not  a  word  should  we  ever  iuwe  - 
neurdof  this  most  curious  transaction.  Oii^" 
what  goodwill,  in  theend>  ari^^  from  thai di»«  ^ 
solution  !—— -As  to  the  particular«xpos«re*  ^ 
now  before  us,  I  must  first  observe,  that  >i  i 
hare  not  yet  seeo^he  Fourth  Report  j  that^  - 
therefore,  I  cannot  tell  whether  the  stats'-  , 
ment,  above  quoted  from  ihe  Morning 
Chronicle,  be  true,  or  false)  that  I  do  not'" 
publish  it  as  containing  admitted  truths^" 
and,  tliat  all  the  remarks  1  am  about  ta  oftiiw^ 
upon  the  transaction  will  be  inapplicabte^'ui.^' 
every  respect,  if  the  statement  should  pnMn 
to  be  false.  ■  The  statement  speaks  fors^ri 
self.  If  true,  it  does  not  appear  capable  oi" 
being  ck>ne  awciy  by  any  sort  of  expiaiuEtioa*  ^ 
It  must  either  be  fiatly  cantradktod;  or  it 
must  be  acknowledged  to  contain  the  hiatonvs 
of  a  job  tu>t  surpassed  by  that  which  SwiwC 
imputed  to  Lord  Peterborough's  strpratd,  i 
who  polled  down  a  house,  .sold  tlie  amS^nabi- 
and  charged  his  Lordship  with  Aepaim^ 
Here  is,  inthi^  inuiance,^^  refinenKaC  tai; 
jobUnf ,  '  ^vhich>  1  think,  is*  widraut .  >  :aii^ 
equal.    Tiie  things- in  aU  its  f&tUj  acoi^li^ 
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haT«  been.  00  ,weQ  'CQiitriv^9Qd$p  wqU  «ir 
ecuted;  and  the  tc^in  stsems  ^o, have  been, 
la'd  at  such  a  d)etat>pe>  that  oiae  is  fttruc;!!^ 
witii  adncuratlgn  of  the  JikiU  9nd  patjeoce  of 
the  leveral  parties  concer.ned..  |<ioc  would^ 
all  this  skUl  and  .patience  have  i^my  of  aiiy 
avail,  had  .tt  npt  .happ€i)ed>.  ok  it  did  ni<}!>i 
fortunately,  that  \m  royal  ,higb.i>e;>s,  our 
consummate  ai)d  v'.rtiuiiis' JCpu\iUi^nder  iu 
ChietV  pitched  upon  l/w  precise  Jipul  in  qurs^- 
iion,  whereon  lo  eslabiiil^  a  military  post  j 
the  precise  spot  wb-neSir  ileiiry  Mildmay, 
had  an  cstrUij  encumbered  wiib  an  obliga- 
tion of  rt^sidence,  from,  which  ^blig:uion 
tlie  eitibiisliTiKint  uf  ihepost,  with  tlie  help, 
of  an  act  of  paxlia;uf?iu,  would,  arid  did  in 
the  end,  tor  iser  reUnjse  hira>  in^<^,  ^h  it 
waiof  peculiar  advanijge,  .ucure  hini  a  corn* 
'u"nithH.i(m  tk'i  jifinui^rtcti  whicii  the  jiosi 
\'uld  givii  to  hit  residence,  (iftfr  he. had  lv<iii, 
jjrfivtr  ruleasedfrom  &uck  residence  J  .  To 
persons  not  aqqnaiutfid  with  the  military 
scieQce»  aa  practised  in  th'ts  country,  ox,  at 
least,  but  stsperficially  skilled  therein^  tl>e 
ch6ice  qf  this  spot  for  a  military.po^it  would 
appear stiU  niore. surprizing  ;  but,  OMr  pe- 
netrating ConcHnander*in*Chief,  who,  with 
sueh  admirahie  skill,  saved  his  army,  or  great 
part  of  it,  and  even  hinaself,  at  Dunkirk  and 
tl>e  Heider, ,  saw,  \\i  a  moment,  that  ^this 
spM  was  of  vast  importance,  in  a  plan  of 
natiooal  defence,  and  that  the  spot  belonged 
to^lr  Henry  Mil^raay  was,  of  course,  a  cir- 
ci^pstance  that  weighed  nothing  at  all  with 
the  royal  Commalider,  who  was  anxious 
about .  nothing  but  defending  the  country 
against  those  rascals,  the  French^  who,  if 
they  once  got  to  Ix)ndoa,  might,  as  he 
doubtless  perceived,  seize  hold  of  tlie  reign^ 
of  government)  and  lay  the  people  under 
heavy  contributions,  la  order  to  satisly  the 
w^ntA,  or  denoands^  of  their  rapacjoqs  and 
profligate  lesders.  His  royal  highness, 
doubtless,  thought' of  this  ;  aud  knowing  as 
wfill  an  most  men  what  fellows  the  i**!  ench 
ar^  (tit  pushing  on,  he  appears  to  have  re- 
loted  •  upon  stopping  them  at  MQulskaiH, 
^thec  he  su|iposed.  I  dare  say,  they  would 
not,  il*  oi^ce  landed,  fail  to  direct  their 
maich.  But,  though  the  spot  was,  we  must 
QOQciude,  the  most  £t  that  could  be  found 
for. a  military  post  5  yet,  the  selection  of  it 
must,  aa  was  before  observed,  be  regarded 
•iaybriizna^tf  circumstance  for  Sir  Henry 
Mildmay^-— ■Proceeding,  agreeably  to  what 
UialKyve  premised,  upon  the  supposition, 
a|Kl  upon  the  mere  supposition,  that  the 
EanithEeport  is  correct  as  to  facts,  and  that 
fhft  Morning  Chronicle  has,  in  this  instance, 
gbren  a  faithful  abridgment  of  tlie  Re- 
Port»  /i'^ovdd  beg  leave  tq  rembd  the  read- 


fir  ffentjf  AfiVmUP..  [iOM 

er,  that  th€;re  i<,  ^Uw.tgfiiti^rCsnfraciiurs. 

sitting  in  the  Hpuse,  of  Conuuons,   though 

l()Aii  contractors  and  ^an^^on tractors  do  sit. 

there.     Navaimd  MUilary.  cop  tractors  ^ret.. 

mpant,  I  supposes.     But,  in  the  case'  beforfli. 

U!i,  is  not  Sir  Hoqry  Mildmay  a  cuTilrJjctor  2, 

AViial  is  he  ei,e  ?     Good  God,  hovir  has  tbifw 

sysTjE^in  of  po>.tH  and  barracks  and  iiuj;n(trou«^ 

nnuies  and    endle.';s  lUnding   changed  the 

ronstituticm!     And,  how  is  it  po^ible  for 

tliat  consiiuuioii  to  be  restored  U)  it?  purhy^ 

Vr'hile  the  servants  of  the  king  have  from  OO 

to  70  a>lilioas.  a  year  passingahrough.ihcir, 

hands,  and  while  they  are,  of  course,  the  par 

troDA,  the 

one  lialf  of 

In  the  insti 

tlie  ialiacy 

not  includi; 

upon  real  s 

are  other  w 

ney  beside j 

list.     We. 

noay  be  rec 

and  even 

dence.     A 

Mildmay  ; 

on  the  29tl 

evidently  i 

Duck-men, 

ted  agains 

against  the 

uislry  acco 

were  to  tal 

a  doggerel 

lowing  was  a  stanxa,—* 

**  Sir  I  ienry  and  Cbote,  then  h«fc  jom^d  four  gObd 

cause, 
"  They  will  ever  support  your  Rcttgiop  and  laws  f 
**  A>-»  Pol*i(h  invuJers  your  peace  can  disturb, 
**  While  such  Britons  step  forward  for  King  George 

the  Third  5"  ^ 

at  this  dinner,  in  tlie  procession  to  which 
Lady  Mildmay,  her  daughter,  and  Mrs. 
Chute,  modestly  took  a  part,  unenvied  by 
any  human ,  being  3  at  this  dinner,  the 
scenes  of  which  united  the  excess  of  vanity 
and.  of  meanness  >  at  this  dinner,  Sir  - 
Henry  Mildn^ay  made'  a  speech,  which, 
as  reported  iiv  the  H.vmpshirk  Tble- 
G&AFU  news  paper  of  the  1st  mstant,  con* 
tained  the  following  passage,  which  the 
reader  will  find  most  applicable  to  the  subject 
before  us.  **  Mr.  Herbert  had  coupled  his 
"  and  his  colleague's-  name  with  the  word 
*'  peculaiiQn — Why.  he  had  done  so,  ha 
,  "  could  not  conceive.  Mr,  Chute  had  re-- 
"  presented  the  county  for  iQ  years,  and 
"  had  never  asked  for  a  pinctf  or  pensio)^  or 
"  favour  from  government  for  himself,  hir 
'*  famiiy,  or  any  of  his  frimd$^.   He  i.5ir 
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*f  H.  MIIAmy)  had  represented  the  city  of 
^  Winchester  for  13  years,  and  he  would 
^  saitmnly  tUciare  the  same  on  his  own  part, 
^  09  he  had  for  Mr»  Chute.  His  family 
^'  had  formerly  had  the  honour  of  repre- 
^  setfting  the  county,  and  had  ntver  received 
^  a  single  guinea  out  of  the  public  purse. 
''  (Great  applauses,)  He  was  not  disposed, 
^  now  4he  election  was  over,  to  carry  on  the 
^'  war;  buC  if  the  hon.  gent,  had  looked  to 
*'  bis  own  family>  he  might  not  be  so  ready 
^  with  the  word  peculation.  The  lat?  ad- 
**  ministration  bad  clainaed  great  praise  for 
^  instituting  the  Committee  of  Enquiry 
*^  into  the  finance:  he  thought  they  de- 
*f  served  praise  for  that,  and  he  was  not 
"  disposed  to  withhold  it  where  due  ;  he, 
**  however,  woul4  say  the  present  ministers 
'*  wodld  revive  that  committee,  not  indeed 
^  constitttied  oa  before,  when  J  6  persons 
^  notoriously  connected  with  government 
**  naade  pan  of  it,  (be  and  Mr.  S.  Bourne 
^  being  the  only  persons  in  opposition 
•*  belonging  to  it)  but  composed  of  county 
/'  members,  qf  indfipendent  persons;  and 
^<  riiould  hia  colleague'  and  h'lmself  be  of 
'**  the  namber  (which  was  probable)  he 
^  pledged  himself  for  both,  they  would 
''  exjMune  into  the  waste  of  the  public 
**  money,  from  those  who  put  s^30,0CX) 
**  per  annwm  into  their  pocket  for  doing 
**  nothing,  down  to  the  hwest  and  vilest 
*r  peculator.  One  word  more  he  would 
**  add.  He  revered  the  glorious  memory 
^*  of  Mr.  rSttj  those  who  trod  in  his  foot- 
^'  etepe  should  have  his  support,  .whoever 
^  ihisf  miglit  bew  Amidst  all  the  giorioua 
f*  things  that  great  man  did,  he  never  gave 
f^  the  poibHc  cause  to  hment  one  act,  but 
€'  tfattt  1^  sacrificing  to  his  country*s  cause 
f^  h'»  most  valuable  life.  (Load  and  re- 
ff  peated.  applause.")— —The  conclusion  of 
lilts  speech  clearly  proves,  that  Sir  H.  Mild- 
inay  )«okod  with  the  utmost  contempt  upon 
these  to  whom  he  was  speaking,  or  that  he 
iregarded  them  all  as  peculators  either  in  will 
pr  in  dcied,  or  that  he  was,  upon  this  particu- 
lar occasion  at  least,  blessed  with  assurance 
auchas  few  nien  can  boast  of ;  for  when  one 
considers  the  conduct  of  Pitt,  when  one 
^iews  the  effects  of  that  conduct,  when  one 
lieflects  i)p€^  the  million^  and  hundreds  of 
millions  that  he  squandered  away,  when  one 
ipompare«  the  situation  of  the  country  at  the 
©ut-set  and  at  the  end  of  bit  predominance, 
to  what>  but  tp  one  of  the  afoi^ementioned 
fauses,  cm  he  attributed  this  eulogium? 
Thut  very  30,000  pounds  a  year,  given  to  a 
fsan  fof  doingfpolhing^  of  which  SJrH.Mfld- 
|»ay  bene  compl^JR  V  ^^  giv^n  to  tliat  makr  1^ 
fltL    AU  Xh^  peculations^,  to  wti^h  l9ir  «. 


Mildmay  here  alludes,  took  place  under  Hie 
administratTOn  of  Pitt.     It  was  proved  to  the 
Honse  of  Commom,  ef  whfich  Sir  H.M'iM- 
may  was  a  memWr/  that  Pitt  lest  40,000 
pounds  of  the  public  money  to  two  roetfiben 
of  poritament,  Wltkoat  inoerest,  without  any 
authority  for  so  doing,  end  without  letting 
e>^en  his  colleagues  in  office  know  any  ihlof 
of  the  matter,  of  which  no  record,  or  mmute« 
was  made ;  it  was  proved,  betfdea,  that  this 
money  was  so  lent  to  enable  those  members 
of  parliament,  who  were  ako  loan  contrac- 
tors, to  make  good  kn  instalment  upon  a  loan, 
for  whidi  instalment  they  received  a  bonas 
from  the  public ;  and  tbat»  thus,  the  pubBc 
were  made  to  pay  iniereet  and  a  bonus  Jbr 
the  loan  and  the  advance  qf  its  own  momey. 
This  Sir  H.  Mildmay  well  knewt  and  yet 
had  he  the  fact  to  say,  that  whoever  troam 
the  footsteps  ofPttt  should  have  his  sup' 
port,  those  footsteps  which  had  been   in* 
variably  marked  t>y  aonae  fresh  attack  either 
upon  the  property,  or  the  personal  liberty^ 
of  the  p^ple  !    But^  if  the  historv.of  the 
Moulsham  contract,  as  given  hyxh€  Morning 
Chronicle,  be  tma,  oar  astonishment  at  this 
eulogium  upon  Pitt  aatorally  ceases:  and 
we  can  now  account  for  what  seemed,  be* 
foie,  so  unaccountable,  and  what  I  bave 
dweh  upon  so  many  limes  ^   namely,    (he 
subservience  of  Sir  H.  Mildm^   to    Mr. 
Canning,  Old  George  Rose,   Mr.  Sturges 
Bourne,  and  the  rest  of  that  set,  by  whom 
Pitt   was    continnally  surrounded.    ■    Ve 
have,  in  this  speech,  a  hint  thrown  out  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  Finance  Committee 
rs  to  be  newmoddekd,    ''It  is  not  to  be  com' 
"  posed  as  it  was  befi>re,"  Sir  H.  Mildmay 
tells  us.    It  is  to  be  composed  "  of  county 
members,  of  independent  persons.^*  Yes,  Sir, 
persons    as    indepezident  as  yourself,    po 
doubt ;   but.  Sir,    unless  it  be   comnosed 
^actly  SIS  it  was  before,  ps  %  as  mat  is 
possible,  be  yoo  assured,  th^lhe  puUfc  will 
be  at  no  loss  to  discover  the  motive  for  the 
alteration.    A  rigid  inquiry  is  expected,  ntfi 
who  is  so  able  to  prosecute  snch  an  Joq^catf 
M  those  persons  yrbo  have  latdy  been  io  of- 
fice, and  have,  of  course,  obtained  a  know* 
Mffs  of  the  arts  by  which  accounts  ha\'e  been 
disfigured  and  the  public  cheated  ?    tliese 
are  the  very  men  that  ought  to  hSe'ttpon 
such    a    oomavttee ;    zaa,   I  <|e(y  ;yoo, 
or  any  one  else,  to  point  qat  a  single  tjijury 
Or  inconvenience  that  conM    afise  M  the 
pubUc  from  the  comonttee  being  so  cOtnpo- 
sedr    The  committee    are  not  Ju^€s,  or 
jurors  I  thiey  ans  merdy  inipnrers,  exami« 
nets  of  evidence,  and  framefs  pf  charges. 
ftiviU  rest  for  the  House  of  Corortidnsto 
jtRlgei  aod^  I  ga9  5C0  ud  n^B^pT.'w  «V 
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ohe,  except  a  pocnlator»  ^o  wi^  that  those 
4srxarnirier9  fihlnilcl.n4ft|  b^  actiya^nd   rigid, 
"i'fiope,  tbatydu 'hBVQ,-«poken  without  au- 
tfibriff' rn  this  l^stoOflC;.  1  hop©  the  mmis- 
t^rsWilf  notdtteB^tx>j|:ift?  the  inquiry  by 
'iiew*ra«ldeli«fl[  tiieciemHiittee  j  Jf  fjope  they 
-«ee"  the  nefcesifty  o£  bri^ng. peculators  to 
Justice,  of  squeezing  tte  robbers  and  resto- 
ring the  stolen  goodt. to  thfv  public  |  I  Kop9, 
'"that  they  ^U  aek  in^  thii  way  to  secure 
their  power,  and  not  in  the  way  of  new 
bVlb^s  taken  from  the  labour  of  the  people  3 
but,  if  1  arfl  disappointed  in  this.  I  shall 
tiot  1}^  disappointedinanticijwtiug  their  spee- 
'  dy  overthrow  and  their  everlasting  io  ferny, 
^fe  nation*  i^yes  areopen.  It  is  waiting  wUh 
'  r^o  common  degpee  of  anxjcty  for  the  draw- 
~  ingjup^of  the  cnrtaitt,    Scene  Uie  first  of 
ktt  the  "first  is  the  ce^appoiqtinent  of  the 
Finance  Cortitfiitteej  and  upon  tlie  manner 
in  wTjich\hat  Is  performed  it  will  depend 
WBether  the  piece  shall  be  saved,  or  damnei. 
^lie  opposition  ar6  coniing  back  with  for- 
jriidable,  though  decreased  numbers;  and, 
^   in  ^pite  of  the  jeering  at''  all  the  talents," 
tbey  ^ra,   m  point  of  talent,    beyond  all 
cpitiparisbn '  •  superior  to  their  ri  vals.    They 
dtd,  indeed,  shameftilly  arni  most  foolishly 
Jieglect  their  duty  when  in  office,  by  fa- 
vouring and  screehkig  the  peculators  who 
'    had  fattened  under  Pitt  j  but,  they  are  none 
.  of  them  peculators  themselves,  and,  which 
is  full  as  itnporunt,  there  are  few  of  the 
sturdiest    amongst    them  who  have    any 
friends  an^bngst  the  peculators.  They  are^  in- 
'  deed,,  shipped  of  their  offices,  and  of  the 
influence  which   those   offices  give;    but, 
thcj  have  been  in  those  offices,  they  have  been 
behind  the  curtain,  they  understand  the  ma- 
chinery, the  peg?  and  wires  are  /ainiliar  to 
^    t^em-    and,  though  the  people  are  justly 
angry  with  them  tbr  not  making  the  expo- 
^  s^uve  while  they  were  in  office,  that  anger, 
'Vaj  is* very  natural,  will  weai:  away  it"  the 
/^exposure  be  how  raadci  and  particularly  if 
\  '  the  niaking  of  it  be  opposed  by  the  minisiry. 
"  So  that  the  only  way  in  which -the  present 
itfihiiiters  can  retain  their  power,    without^ 
openly  declaring  against  the  people  and  re- 
ly Log  upon  mere  force,  is,  to  prevent  an  ex- 
posure being  made  by  the  opposition  by 
making  that  exposure  tfaemselvos.    No  ;ipa- 
jogies,  noshnffling,  no  tricks  of  n^w  coa^r 
miss) oners  and  new  boards,  will  now  do. 
.4  ^^^  and  honest  exposure  must  take  place^ 
with  the  free  cohsfent,  and  ©veh  with   the^ 
jitd;  of  f tie  'ministers  themselves,  ofiUie'dsy 
.',    ,  pf  their  ]5blItlcaI;^6rdHion  ii  at  no  gi^catdist^ 
^'tapce' — ^Th  lit^f driving  to  tho  parXjpf  ^, 
';     Heiif/  ftilldtfta)Paf<^pi^ecli,  ^lorc.  ifiiOj^dTat^t 
\j  connected  with  the  MouUliam  ccntract 


Sir  Henry  Mitdmay.  (1038 

we  obser\^e  him  rery  s»ddh)iisi^  ^eckflng, 
ienor  his  colleague:  has  ^eva: 
lef  pince  orpensUn  from.afi)r 
f  that  they  have  not  asdced  fbr 
sibh  fbr  an;^  of  their  rdatiofii. 
d,  because  this  is  a  ca&fiBssion 
*6;  ^faatnbt  to  obtatin  plecos  or 
fhettaselves^  «r  fkar  rdatiofii* 
IS  !n  members  of  parliament, 
arid  that  to  obt&Sn  f hem  i^  the  contmy.  ^J 
will  not  stop  here  to  ask  Sir  Heniy  Mild* 
may  what  answer  he  tkroold  have  made.  If, 
amongst  all  the  Portsdown  freeholders,^  there 
had  been  one  to  ask  him'how  he  came  to 
give  his  support  and  to  load^  with  his  prarses 
members  of  parliament  who  havie  obtained 
and  enjoyed  places  and  pensiotis  19  aban<- 
dance  -,  but  T  will  come  ti>  tho  i^,  iks  re- 
lating to  the  conduct  of  himself  and  bh  col- 
league, and  I  would  beg  to-kn^RT  uikai  dff- 
ference  ther^s^in  r^ce^li^wMhejlweitfcs, 
if  theabove  hlaffory=beli'aSv  ^ttd.in  twaivibg 
the  amount  anx^trafly  of  a  {^aoebr  9  pmsitfn? 
In  both  cases  the  oi6n6f  cdn^.  out  of 'the 
public  parse,   of  ivbl^  he  is  on©  of  tho 
"  guardians. '"^     In  bo^h  caaeis  ^he^inonej 
comes  for  no  adequate  servfce'rendeisd,    la 
,both  cases  he  himself,  asa  meibiidrof  par- 
liament,  votes  a  tixfei  of  the  fmbdc^oionef" 
Into  his  own  pocket.    Wlieie,  then^ntfthe 
difference?    Why,   it  l#  aimpiy  tWa^  that 
the  man  who  takes  2t  plaoe'or  a  penaion  acts 
a  pare  less  sneaking  thati  he  who  acoept»  of 
the  public  money  in"  the  way.  attitibutod  to 
Sir  H.  Mildmay  bythe  iK&Jriiinj^  Chronicle,, 

-As  to  Mr.  Chute,  he,  too,  hae  obtafeed 

neither  placie  nor  pension  ,•  but,  did  aol  Sir. 
H.  Milditiaygo  a^  litQe  tpo  lar  in- asaeiting, 
that  Mr.  Chute  had  ueyor.  askc^  ^ifniiour 
of  any  for  a  relatiohf-  Haa-  libt  Mr:  Chute 
a  brother  nkmed  Thbrti^  Chute  ?  Thid  bror 
ther  has  been,  m-  use  the  Houae  ala^g,  "  a 
gallant  ojicef-'*  in  tht  BPmj I  andbeiajiow 
a  '*  reverend  fler^^man** .  As  he  hai^  of 
course,  soiemnly  declared;  athist)rdination^ 
that  he  believed  hitnseJf  ucf/W/o'  themnistry^ 
hy  the  Holy  Gkes^,  ■  it  wU!  not  be  exptcteij 
from  me;  that  t  slUuW  pert  anyque^iong 
about  fhe  iauseof  his  laying  by  thdaword 
and  taking  up  the  word ;  b-.it,  i  ma^  and 
I  do,  put  this  question  to  Mr.  Cifutcu:  did 
'you,  Sir,  ne\'era5k  of  a  minister,  onof  a 
mi nister  s  unde#>itrappter^  htiy  favour  fur  this 
brother?  With  Which  qoeAtien  £  ahaii  con- 
tent itijst]ffor'thepre^mt]  and-ontilihave 
leisure  to  writea  Iwtei-  to  tfte,frce4iokfers  of 
Haiiipshirb  ti^H^h  lliefiie  .tt^atte»r*-s.^And 
,now,   Sjr  Hbri^ 'Mliefrti^,  vtf;  tif»  history 

f^y}^^  %  y*  Momirtg  Chftmitie  he  taie :  I 
ope it'fttfdt^Hi<S^;./Dut,  ?r  Hbe truep what 
coUttifi;*^  ttMi4i^fea'^ptf':|o:i/cccpL-'of  th« 
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and  to  lay  yourself  open   to  temptation  ^ 
Johiisan  was,  iphappil^,  himself  a  pension- 
er, or^  in  ^is  **  Vakjty  of  Humak  Wish- 
"  .,?:s/'  he  surely  wovild  have  drawn  the  pic-  , 
ti^eofone  of  those  hundreds  whose  pursuit 
resembled  yours.     But,   in  accepting  of  tlie 
support  of  *'  no  poperif*'  there  is  something 
worse-  than  vanity.     What  iuubt  you    have 
thought  of  your  autlicnce  j  what  of  yoorAelfi 
at  the  end  of  one  of  those  scenes,  when  j'ou , 
had  been,  by  implication  at  leatt,  repres^at--. 
ing  the  late  ministers  as  having  aUemptad  (o  - 
forc^  the  king  to  violate  hk    oath?      ¥00.' 
well  knew  that  this  wa$  not  tiue  \  $ndj  again 
I  ask  you,  what  were  your  reflections  at  the^ 
clo^e  of  thft  scene  ?  Were  not  the  huszafl  i 
dearly   purchased  with    those    reflect ioyu:*  ? 
And,  then,  turning  to  th^  wasteful  expeticse^ 
did  you  not  start  at  .the  itpaginary  sOuAii  «r 
the  axe  at  the  stena  of  your  oaJ<s  ?  Wjhcn  a 
great    public  purpose  is  lo  be  answered  $ . 
\vi?ea  the  choice  lies  between  country ^and  ' 
self,  then,  indeed,  ease,  fortune,  and  emtm-i 
life,  are  to  be  set  at  nought }  but,   that  the* 
I^ase  of  these  should  be  hazyirded  foi'tri-. 
umphs&uch^asyou  lu)ve  obtained  is  contrary 
to  every  principle  whereby  men  of  sesse  • 

reguliUe  the  conduct  of  their  lives.-: H«Jia 

remarks.  Sir,  have  proceeded  from  noill-^U 
towards  you.  I  hope  the  account*  which . 
h.is  called  them-  forth,  will  prove  to  be  ub-* 
founded ,  and,  I  shaH,  at  any  rate,  be  rea^ 
to  insert  whatever  you  or  any  of  your  fiieacU! 
may  tli ink  proper  to  publish  by  way  of  coom 
tradiction. 

Continental  War. 1*  appears  to  b« 

likely,  that  a  peace  will  soon  take  place  be- 
tween Napoleon  and  the  Emperor  of  RoBia 
and  the  King  of  Pruiisia.     They  will,  in  mj  ^ 
opinion^  make  peace  upon  hard  terma;  an^i 
the  peace,  I  think  he  will  propose,  will   te' 
this  :  tliat  Poland  shall  be  independent  tin* 
der  a  Buona^x^rte  j  thai  the  King;  of  Prussia, 
with  some  palings  off  towards  Batarta  and v 
Holland,  shall  be  re-pbced  upon  hi*  throne; 
that  Russia  and  Piiissia  shall,  to  a  certalll^x- 
tcnt,   shut  their  por^s  against  England  j  $id 
that  they  shall  join  in  a  war  against  our  VMr^ 
ritimc  rights.     That  they  wilJagr^  to  $ucb  . 
terms  I  do  not  sa}'  j  but>  this  I  ^o  sajr :  tiutf : 
wise  English  minister,^  v^uld  be  par<spar?dHir'- 

I  impute  lo  you  no  designs  |«  the  worst.    Of  what  sort  their ^eparaU^ft's 

ouglit  to  b^  I  will  speak  in  my  apy^  \  but,  in : 
the  mean  while  I  cannot  help  sayings  th^kt 
the  expedUiQn,  now  getting  in  readiacsi!,  iBip-ji. 
pears  to  me  to  be  by  far  the  matitWst  m^y^rft ^ 
that  1  hare  yet  heard  of,  except  ^  %i9s,ll»j  ' 
Hahoverian  troops  are  concerned. 

'  Catholic  Bill.t — A.  correspondent, 
wbos^  letter  wiU  be  found  in  theniextpug^^ 
begins  bis  obscrvati^i^^  upoj\/ the  effects  afc 


1039] 

p\iblic  oooney  pppa  such  terms^  while  you, 
fn  cbnimon  with  the  rest  of  the  parliament, 
were  calling,  upon  tl^e  people  to  make  saori- 
jpces  for  the  defence  of,  thoir  coiUiiry  ?    Pos- 
sessed, ^s  you  are,  of  large  estates ,  haying 
fpdeep.'au  interest  iu  tjiie  defence  qf  tiie. 
country,  did  it  pever  occur  to  you  to  offer  to 
give  to  fhat  cornet  ry,  for  purposes,  of  defence, 
the  \)'se  of  a  house  that,  you  valued  not,  aiid  of 
a  bit  of  gr6u,iid .  which^  to  you^  was  hardly 
"Worthy,  of  a  momei^t's  care  ?  you  wdl  say, 
pon  to  give,  any 
i/'ell ;  but;  wiien 
if  your  house  and 
hat  to  have  been 
ke  such  a  bargain 
the  temptation  ? 
w  iiaira  it  not, 
t% ;  but,  >yapt  ot 
Che  sum,  thoi^gh 
1  .th|  considera- 
try,    is  nothing 
ou  have  expend- 
)d  in   wine  and 
electors  of  dif- 
'•>  and  cards  tor 
aiid  their  vain 
what  is  all  this 
[lorious   triumph 
so   ingloriously 
Lir  of  being  huz- 
ut  four  or  five 
ilh  scorn,  when 
t,makingastaiid 
caunty?   for  the 
s  of  men.  whom, 
you  had  repre- 
f  the  minister  of 
worthy  of  being 
:ts    whereon   to 
^ou  read  this,  if 
;  to  reflect,  you 
mow  well  what 
?en,    after,  .^id 
iphal  dinners  at 
and.    you  will 
t  envy  you  those 
at  the  very  b,est, 
minister's  parti- 
pronounce  your 
name  as  connected  with  any  important  mea 
sarfe  or'event. 

hostile  to  ydur  country  ;  but,  it  i^  for 
yrnr  to  ask  yourictf,  wliether  any  man 
w^W  ever  ascribe,  te  you  ^any  designs  or 
wishes  for  her  good  >  And,  Sir,,  is  it  tlio 
hdfczas  t)f  the  servile  and  selfish  swarm  in  the. 
ncighbfpnrhobd  oT  (he  Dock,Yard^  j  is  it  th^ 
dearly  purchased  toasts  of  the  more  servile 
and  more 'seliish' crew  of  Wipc^iefitei:;  tire 
tlicje  objects  tur  which  to  ,(Ji.^ivv.cry^iU'M4f^^ 
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this  bill  by  congratulat\ng  me  tipon  hnviug 
tbroNvn  a.^lcle  (he  d^acussion  relative  to  the 
Learned  Lavgua^s.  He  will  find  tlmt  I 
have  not.  '\n  tlii4  nuri:ber  I  have  inserted 
al)  the  ktters  xihich  rediain  upon  thnt  sub- 
ject, except  one  or  iwo  which  contained  no- 
thing but  mere  rejietitions  of  v hat  hud  bic-n 
advanced  in  formex  letters.  I  shall  now, 
when  I  have  read  all  over,  five  my  reasons  in 
sopport  of  my  propositions;  and  when  I 
have  s6  done,**  t^y  correspondent  will  £nd, 
that  (be  subject,  which  I  did  enter  upon  ly 
accident,  is  much  mc-e  of  a  political  than  of* 

a  literary  nature. His  objection  to  the 

Catholic  Bill,  upon  the  Kccre  of  disrtp line  in 
the  armv  and  navy,  might  be  very  Bolid  with- 
out at  all  aflfbctjngmy  position,  that  it  would 
not   have   been  dangerous   to  the  church; 
'  though  I  cannbt  help  thinking,  that  he  has 
recourse  to  a  very  fertile  iuiagination  in  tup- 
posing,  that  Popish  Pric^ls  vould  get    on 
boardonr  ships  in  the  character  of  common 
6«ilors,  especially  when  he  considers,  that, 
•  for  net  reeling  hardily,  (hey  would  be  liable 
to  receive  a  couple  of  .dozen  at  the  gang- 
\vay ,  without  any  other  ceremony  than  that 
of  a  verbal  order  of  the  captain  to  tie  them 
xxp  and  give  them  the  lashes*  Popish  priests, 
80  well  a«  Protestant  priests,  he  may  be  as- 
iured,  k>te  their  carcasses  better  than  this. 
Itiehr  Kalcndar  is  full  of  Saints ;  and,  if  it 
were  nxA,  they  wotdd,  I  am  convinced,  feel. 
'  little  inclination  to  seek  canonization  through 

the  means  of  maritime  martyrdom. ^The 

close  of  his  letter  is,  i  am  sorry  to  'say  it,  an 
'  open  apology- for  deception,  and  for  a  total 
disregard  of  that  constitution,  by  which  it  is 
professed  to  govern  ns,  and,  what  is  more, 
Jbr  the  preservation  of  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  spend  our  last  shilling  and  to  shed 
the  last  drop  of  our  blood.  It  is,  however, 
manly  to  speah  out,  as  this  correspondent  has 
done;  bur,  the  tac  is,  that  to  attempt  4is- 
gdise  any  longer  is  useless. 

pahliamentary  debates. 

The  Eighth  Volume  of  the  Pabliamen- 
TA1[Y  Debates,  coriiprising  the  period  from 
the  commencement  of  the  last  session, 
December  15,  1806,  to  March  4,  1607, 
will  be  published  on  Saturday  n^xt. 

The  Second  Volume  of  the  Parliamen- 
TAar  History  or  England  (comprising 
tlie  period  frona  ("he  Accession  of  Charles  I. 
in  t€25,  to  the  Battle  of  Edge-hill  in  Octo- 
b<?r,  1042),  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  Sa- 
turday the  4th  of  Jofy. 
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Si«  '..^i^-^Ydis  doubtless^  rem^nAfccr   that 
7^  h$v<s  oc^fMlpaallf  «Nt>im<j  to  yoursnttf 
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**  law,  th 
"  every  r 
—The  fin 
yon,  was 
far  as  it  \ 

793,  lot .-  ^       , 

not  objected  to  by  the  King,  nor   by  anjr 
other  person  whatcxcr ;  and  the  extension 
of  that  law  to  the  higher  and  confidedtiai 
situations  in  the  army  and.  navy,  was  not 
very    important,    as  is  indeed  abundantly 
nranifest  from  the  contempt  in  which  the 
IHsb  catholics  appear  to  have  held  the  id^ 
tended  boon.    Perhaps  ihey  Ibonghl  it  rather 
armed  fit  the  promotion   of  some  of  the 
catholic  coonfctions  of  the  GrenvUle  fami- 
ly, than  their  benefit ;  for  in  (he  conaiDoa 
course  of  promotion  unaided  by  powerful         | 
influence,  it'  was,  if  at  ail  a  benefit,  only         , 
so  to  a  few  cf  the  junior  part  of  the  present         | 
gei:eration. — The  second  part  of  the  .bill 

-you  seem  to  consider  as  equally  unimportant         ; 
in  its  proposed  effect;  seeing  **  that  (p.  0C3)         ' 
'*  the  roman  catholic  soldiers  and  sailors  are 
*'  and  Ung  have  been  freed  from  all  restraint 
**  as  to  theit  exercise  of  (heir  worship."*-*. 
I  confess  myself  somewhat  surprised,  tfc|i( 
it  ?erms  neceasary  to  point  out  to  yiou  the 
wide  difTercnce   between  fermitlirg  in  the 
army  and  navy  ihe  exercjse  of  ihe  rocpan* 
catholic  religion,  by  sufferance  and  gt anting 
'   hby"^  egress  laur,    ip  the  fust  case/ t)i|i 
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rxerci^  pC  it  OQtost  OQpds  i}e  luuibstrttiiyri 
aiid  when  not^^urcly  (eUgioM4|  at  lea^tt  cot 
inl'cbievoas  f  .io  the  ftccood  ca«e*  ihe  opei^ 
exercise  of  that  religion,  wou*d  becooiti  a 
fjrobol  of  dIstJiiption,  tt^qdiog^tp  ,&ciJiU^ 
mutiny;    A»  the^  effect  o£  jhU^^art  of  thje 
{vopo^ed  law  tbreateoed  the  navy.xjaorei^^ai:* 
Ijr  than  the  ariry,  let  ii3.$upp€i^  ik  c^rt^ 
proportioo  (a  third  £^i  ios^ncej  of  a  ship'a 
crew,    to  be  rpQMn  qitUoJit;^.    At  present 
yqu  .«iay,  **  lt<y'  'a»c,  and  long  hav^  been 
^  free4^omstir  restraint  as  to  the  exercue 
"  oftheir  worship.**— This  freedom  ffom  ro- 
itraint  howefer  extendi  do  farther  than   to 
the  private  exelrclse  of  the^r  worship,  nor 
could  it  be  farther  extended, without  intro- 
ducing in  soDoeshape  a  catholic  priest,  whose 
fiock  would  of  four^e  he  much  more  obe- 
dient to  him  than  to  their  hereiick  oiScers. 
Under  the  operation  of  toe  intended  law,  a 
priest  would  most  pro  :4ably.  at  first  be  in- 
troduced in.  the  character  of  a  common  aai- 
k>r,  atklas  his  coodescenaion  in  this  would 
aoajce  )uai  them  ore  popular  and  more  dange- 
rouf  among  the  orew>  it  wouldsoon  be  found 
ne^ressary  to  recognize  the  ofHce,>nd»  to  carry , 
twochapUins,90eprgtestant  the  other  catholic, 
sbsfring  th^emolunaeatsof  the  situation  accor- 
ding to  tjie  respective  number  of  their  flocks. 
In  the  natural  ambition  to  increase  his  own 
importaqoe  on  bpard,  the  Roman  Catholic 
chapIaiQ  woald  of  ^  course  raise  many  dis- 
cussions with  the  commanding, officer,  upon 
the. obvious  question  of  what  are  s^ndwhat 
•re  i)ot  "  Pfop^  ABd  seasonably  times  *'  for 
attending   diytne  -  wort^ip,  consistent  with, 
the  Ropian  daiholic  persuasjon  or  opioions. 
TbQ  difference  of  opinjon.  between  the  cap- 
iain  and  Eoman  Catholic  chaplain  would 
form  all  ibe^oman  Catholics  in  the  ship 
into  a  .confistent    party  i    if,    indeed,  the 
VL^uH  popular  assiduity  of  the  Ronian  Ca- 
tholic priesthood  Uad  not  already  done  so ; 
and  it  is  w\  difficult  to  foresee  that  the  nu-, 
merous  cja«s  of  <;0mp9oo  sailors,  who  ate  but 
too  indifferent  toall  religion,  would  naturally 
raniplheiPielvesitx  the  same  party»  as  autho- 
rieixy  th/em.  ip  .^  legal  opposition  to  their 
olficers.<r- — I  thaU  not  forthtsr  pursue  this 
■abject.    It  is  manifest,  that  either  the  com- 
mandltig  officer  must  by  undue  compliances 
fatter  the  Eom^n  Catholic  chaplain  into  cp- 
operatiQf^  y*Uh  himself,  or  venture  the  dan- 
geroiLS  diaaifecUop  of  the  crew  by  opposing 
him :  ,40  other  words,  that  there  vould  be 
twoco«roaiiding^iPic0rs  in  each  ship  ;  one 
armed  with  the  admiralty, commission^  the 
other  I  ;«f itk  ^the  pop4»lar  favour  of  the  crew. 
Hoir'  lopg   coiila  subofdinaiion  be  main* 
taiood  ,i^i^^r  jin<A  oroumi^tanccs  ?    Or  reL- 
thcr^^tlotw  mugr  pf  ouk  abips  yould,  bc_ 


5t(oer«d.«ita  dbor  /qoeni^B  ittvtRIAt^    in  t 
.^WcWieDioiHhi^bithe  :»nmy  tlie^  iillsdiicf 
ipntfcio  ifMuinesUi^ibfloghthe^raf)^  threat 
figajpsl  «D]P;ofi5(:er<actiitg«fD«ioUiiloto  of  this 
j^Mf^wptildvory  rniieh  vUoilolsii  tli^  prompt 
autbarrtyao^esaentiaifo^the^rmi^;   wfoorein, 
n  qder  ihil  htw,  officera  mig^r  br  tliFea««oed, 
zQ4j^UjL»i\f  broagnfc  before  »  couimmar- 
tial,  i^  theix  aoldters,  on  every  proMtifce  of 
having  prenenttd  tkeir  attekdance  at  a  dnrine 
worship  G9bst«ient  with  tfaenr  vcU^foua  opi- 
nion8.W  cannot  eonchide  ray  letter  nfltboot 
opticipgto  you  .  some  flwi^srtirgaaacots  and 
statements  which  have  beoa  ased  by  ^e  favor- 
ers of  lordHowick's  bill.  I.Tconsidprit  unfair 
to  argue  from  any  analogy  between  ibe  Iti^ 
Catholics  and  any  other  Catholics.       The 
Irish  peasantry  who  contrf bote  t«  W  the 
rank?  of  oor  army  etid  navy  are^CalboKet ; 
but  they  are  alsa  (not  by  their  own  fault,  in- 
deed,) less  civilVzed  than  any  other  people  , 
In  Europe.     1  need  not  remind  yoo  of  the 
Dutch  adage  quoted  by  DeWit,  '^  that  10  po- 
'*  litics  as  ai  biiiiarda^  the  ball  muat  be  struck, 
*'  not  from  the  best  place,  but  from  where 
**  it  lies.*'    It, would  indeed,  be  happy  for 
themselves  and  os^  if  the  Irish  peasantry  were 
already  civilized,  but  as  they  are  Dot>  can 
they  be  treated  with  the  same  confidence  as 
if  they  were  so  ?      Civilization  is  a  work  of 
centuries,  and  I  ihink  we  see  no  probabifily 
of  its  advancement  by  the  goventment  of  Ite- 
land«  which  experience  shews  is  too  umta^ 
bUiox  any  good  purpose^  even  if  adminis- 
tered  by  the  most    capable  and  patriotic 
minds.     2.     It  is  a)so  ufifdir  to  specolate  00 
any.  voitintary  eoliatment  of  Irish  Caliiotfcs 
as  consequent  from  AhiKbiU.    They  enlist  in 
greater  proportion  thaa  the  En^^ish  already, 
and  without  making  any  iaqniries  abool  the 
exercise  of  thpr  rel^ieo^  fioothia  plain  n}e- 
tive^  that  a  o^an  who  livea  in  a  wretched 
hat,  cloUed  in  rags,  and  on  no  better  food 
than  potatoe5  and  buttermiik,  justly  deems 
the  pay  and  accommodations  of  the  soldier 
or  sailor  as  an  improrement  of  his  eonditiOD, 
while  the  BugUshoian    feels  the  contrary. 
On  this  ground  I  do  not  thjnk  that  lord  Hotr«> 
ick's  bill  ^ould  have  raised  a  single  fecmH* 
3. 1  think  it  unfair^  or  at  least  iocaiKioU8,iA 
those  who  now  blame  what  they  mU  the 
y^//of  "00  popery,**  not  to  ad^ce  feets.  ia 
proof  that  snch  a  ciy  has  been  prevalent;    I 
do  npt  i^ean^hat  the  present  admioistratioii 
or  any  other  wQuld  nbt  nsc,  any  cry  ^ 
which  they  might  hope  ta  infittcoee  electfofid    >■ 
of  members  ot  padiamentr  oR  wbicb  eleis 
tions  depends  their  conttnoaoc^  m'offiat.  ^' 
Jhe  nature  of  thlagareqviihrea  this^t-'Ui^diff 
wha^yer  atigvaap  Df  ibeordocai  imiproitHety,    ' 
they  M  u>T  :,|»ftQfe?d:  W  ^tfi^fwaa^^ wj^'^ '  * 
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tnparlifiQiimt^  atidflopo^Mifoi  maaiittaiy 
an  ^  ^§piW  cfy  oraodi  fat  neglected  4n  thi^ 
i^gfooji,  JBut  wbcM  have  the  fireteiifiid- 
niioi4tffi)Soi>fli»cc«tyiedifii  Taislnj^' fhii  try  ? 
^t  NQrUiaotptoa^  iic  Ipswicb)  and  perhtips 
mi(  Shi^ds :  1  aiB.figoonmt  of  at)]f  etiier  fn- 
«U^oeS/of  ibeir  6oooe«sf  and  aiiooid  be  glad 
af  inofQ.extQHsivo  ioformation  >  tiH  wbich  I 
Rbali  i9M|lM)t  .that  the  ciy,  **  ikmt  there  is 
''  $t^k  «  getnttU  cfjg,'*  U  at  uofootided  at 
SD^yb  a  c^perel  cry  iuelf couki  be.  Indeed^  vod 
tuveeompUmeoted  th^  people  of  England  for 
4iat  faavMig  beea  mialed  by  a  few  addre8>es 
whtob*  with  hreacuing  pradeoce,  waited 
till  ^change  of  adminbtration  waa  aecom- 
pliabe<k— ^^I  depend  on  yoor  tiogalar  can- 
dour for  insertion  of  thi»  letter,  whioh  in 
so  many  ptfrtioiilarft  ta  adverse  to  f  odr  own 
4jpiaigiNuT^*rM.  P. — BihJune,  I8O7. 

**   LBAJKM.EO   LABOUAOES.*' 

,  No.  25. 

Silt, ^As  yoq  have   invtted   a!!  who 

wish  fo  try  tlieir  tkill  on  the  subject,  to  dis- 
cuss with  yon  the  qoestron  oi  the  ntility  of 
ckstical  Uaming,  by  which  eipreaslon  is 
cooimofiiy  underatood,  however  improperly, 
a  knowiledge  of  the  languages  of  Greece  and 
Rome>.  i  take  tlie  liberty  of  wnding  you  a 
few  ai«wvalk>n».  The  cjuestion,  1  think, 
4livi«kia  4tBelf  into  two  parts :  l  st,  whether  a 
knowlMigo  of  the  dead  languages  be  neces- 
aaryi  in  oou  time,  to  the  formation  of  a  cor- 
rect taste  in  compoittion,  and  to  a  relish  of 
ail  that  ia  |;reat  and  exqoisite  in  the  produc- 
tions of  mind  ?  And^  CWly,  whether  accord- 
ing  10  one  existing  institmions,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  those  who  aiplre  fo  enainence  in  any 
of  th«  three  liberal  prnfessiohs  ?  As  to  the 
first  question,  I  think,  thjit  although  a  know- 
ledge of  the  learned  langiteges,  is  not  with- 
out lis  U8e>  it  is  by  no  means  necbssa^  y  5 
and, ,  therefore,  1  conclude  that  it  is  not 
worthy  the  sacrifice  of  twelve  .or  fourteen 
year*  in  its  acquisitioo.  At  the  period  of 
the  revival  of  literature,  this  knowledgfe  was 
v%C9A%An  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
taste^  and.  £nishing  an  elegant  mind  5  but 
we  have, now  obtained m^ds  of  every  spe- 
cieaofiiteraryexceilenoe  even  in  our  own 
lapgtts^^  nodeis  1  will  venture  to  say, 
equal  l»>  Jhe.  iiest  productions  of  the  beiJt 
times  of  Greece  and  Home.  In  sublimity 
of  codfl^pHon,  in  variety  and  richness  of 
£iney  and  feeling,  and  in  strength  and  ele- 
gancy of^  diction,  Milton,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  be$t  j«dg|es  is^  not  inferior  to  Homer;' 
and.aUhaugjk  Homer  be  the  father  of  poe- 
try, it  is^nottmcQcnDvon  to  find  a  son  supe- 
rior to  biAialdftei:.;  iaall  the  higher  powers 
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•ViiTgjl;  but,  perhaf 
art  in  the  Roman  p 
one  has  not  attained 
every  tniiid  formed  i 
ttonofamuseoffir^ 
tragediatiS  is  to  be  c< 
perhaps  we  have  01 
any  ofthe  G^recian  s 
gaijce  lind'  art;  but 
constitutes  red)  poc 
great  conterapoi-aty 

cotnparison.     In  the  .. 

try,  in  which  I  class  whatever  possesses  not 
the  highest  power  of  the  '        *  ** 

Collins,  Gray,  and  the  a  . 

of  Indolence,  wtil  bear 
the  best  productions  of  t 
eloquence,  nothing  in  D 
rior  to  some  of  the  hapj 
Chatham  ;  and  Hurke,  f 
phical  observation,  for 
for  richness  and  variety  < 
illustration,  stands  withi 
tiqnity,    Cicero,  the  E 
for  his  model  (at  lea^  si 
of  Fbx  eiCpressed  in  a 
subject,  after  the  deatL 
friend) ;  but  no  one  can  hesitate  on  the  cha- 
racter Of  Burke's  eloquence  behig  superior 
to  ihut  of  the  Roman  corisul.    The  speMwa 
of  Biirke  are  not  alone  to  be  brought  into 
this  comparison,  for  his  Reflections  on  the 
French  Uevdution,  his  Regicide  Peace,  bit 
Letter  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  form  Speci- 
mens of  eloquence,  in  sill  its  rirfi  varietycf 
potver.    Cicero,  indeed,  wrote  cqfi  aSl  the 
topics  of  phtlosophywhjeh  were  agitated  jta 
his  time  and  country,  With  great  address  and 
eioquer>ce;  but  he  was  but  the .  retsiilcr  rf 
other  men's  thoughts,  h^  threw  no   new 
light  on  the  speculative  sciences,  and  both 
his  speeches  and  «rrittng8  ^re  greatly  defi- 
cient in  extensive  and  oriifinal  ideas.     In; 
comparing  his  speeches  with  those  of  B^irke, 
another  iallowance  should  be  made  in  fiivotir 
of  the  Ehglish  orator,  forthe  spwches  of  Hi« 
Roman  which  we  have,  appeared^  from  hhr 
own  hand,  whilst*  few  pf 'Bpike^s  enj^ye^  ., 
that  advantage  — Our  correct  ^pfosb  wiil^, 
leave  us  nothing  in  this  respect  to  kajm  fiidqi 
the  antients.    The  prose  writings  of  l^ikbn, 
of  Swift,  andHorrietboke,  Wljjtethehm- 
tation  of  every  writer.     In  hirtofy,  Haqie J*  : 
equrf  to  any  ofthe  historians  of  Greecfel'^da  ^ 
Rome,  for  profound  and  e^te^i^Veph^^ 
phical  observation  j  and  (3ibi>bn*tid  Roh^itt*  ' 
ion,  may  felrly  be  dasied  v^itli  the Jea$t- est^'^ 
ceptionableof  thfeKbrtiftnwrtttrs;  Im^/ 
perhajw,  the  prov^neeoflilsioricatioaij^ir;^ 
tion,  is  hot  sufScrbritly  distinct  from  ttp*-\ 
^que^ce  ^^  jjeaend  pifo^e  Wriihi^;Ho  VmW 
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M  sep^mkh  analysis.  J  do  not  touch  opdh 
philosophical  writings,  as  they  tend  rather  to 
strengthen  than  to  polish  the  mind;  and> 
turely,  in  this  respect,  we  are  abpve  nntiqur- 

-ty.  Except  the  revivers  of  the  metaphysics  of 
Pfato, '  few  will  qucsiion  this  fact.  I  think 
few  who  cotisider  with  attention  w]\at  I  have 
ivntten,  and  come  to  it  with  a  truly  candid 
irtind,  wHl  continue  l«  affirm,  that,  (how- 
•rver  useftil  a  knowledge  of  the  dead  lan- 
guages may  be),  it  is  absolutely  necessary 

.  to  the  formation  of  a  truly  elegant  and  cidti- 
Yatc<i  tJtste.  In  approaching  tl>e  seCond  part 
^  \l\e  question,  «  hether  ^r.rh  knowledge  be 
HBCES-iAKY,  to  tho'^c  uho  aipTC  to  emi- 
iience  in* the  tih-inl  professions,  I  fear  I  shall 
be  obliged  greatly  to  diifer  from  what  I  con- 
cerveto  be  ytmc  opinion.  The  records  of 
oorrelrgjon  are  in  the  learned  languages; 
most  of  the  old  medical  writers  use  tliose  lan- 
guages 5  and  the  law  \i  orten,  in  its  maxims, 
iind  sonietimefs  even  old  conveyances  are,  in 
the  Latin  language.  No  instance  of  an  emi- 
nent ditine  or  physicbn  can  be  given,  who 
-wrft  ignorant  of  tlic  learned  languages ;  and, 
'I  believe,  but  few  lawyers  of  eminence  have 
hem  wholty  without  them.  Waliacfc,  vho 
wa^  Attorney  General,  and  a  very  profound 
lawjrer,  is^hapt  the  most  remarkable  in- 
stance which  can  bt  given  of  eminence  in 
the  legal  profession,  without  classical  know- 
ledge. Two  or  three  lawyers  at  present  get 
'IDoney  enoi^h.  without  dassicai  learning; 
but  have  no  great  reputation  as  -being  pro- 
iband  ih  tK*ir  profcs»ion.  For  the  profes- 
nons  of  divinity  and  physic,  I  think  classical 
literature  nbcbssarY;  and  for  tlie  profession 
of  the  law,  some  Latin  seems  almost  indis- 
pensible.  I  hope  the  discussion  you  have 
proi'oked  will  be  continned,  until  this  great 
f]aestioa'be  determined,  and  permit  me  to 
•ay,  it  is  one  of  as  great  importance  as  ever 
"was  entei^ed  upon  the  pages  of  your  "moat 
valuable  Register.-! CASviDVi.-^Feb,  25. 

*'  LBARNTD    LAKGUAGE8.** 

Ne.  26. 
8i« } — I  mean,  omitting  the  consideration 
of  all  other  advantages  of  the  Learned  Lan- 
guages, to  confine  myself  to  one  which  none 
o£  your  correspondents  seem  hitherto  to 
have  thottght  of  We  have  divine  authority 
for  preserving  the  different  gradations  ia  so- 
ciety  ;  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  are  of 
Goo's  holy  appointment,  and  are  therefore 
^ot  to  be  levelled.  In  the  University  it  u^ 
lo  be  heW  that,  not  comparative  nocrit  alooe, 
but  a  diffi?renf  kind  of  knowledge  waa  requi- 
site to  entitle  a  person  to  the  respective  ranks 
t  f  honours  conferred  at  th«  taking  of  the 
uacb^r*idegacei  and  it  ii  woxeHj  novfiy 


— *^  Learned  tctnguagesr  \\^^ 

un*ound  oi)Tn!onj  that  the  hl^kttr  orders  of 
society  should  posses?  an  exteoflian  and  ex- 
pansion ef  mind,  a  better  way  of  think- 
ing on  afl  subjects,  and  in  all  circum- 
stances, than  the  k>wer  orders.  It  is  ge- 
nerally true,  that  neitiier  tirbe  ftor  chance 
will  alter  the  cast  of  an  early  ditpoaito)  to 
virtue,  virtue  in  iti  mdat  tHiWtnftjed  seiwe, 
whether  moral,  religioijs,  ttilitary,  orcifil; 
it  is  proverbially  true,  tbat  evil  oommoi^- 
lions  corrupt  good  roatmers.  In  oppoailteo, 
therefore,  to  your  sentkDent*  that  **  tba 
time  given  to  the  teamed  languages  w  test," 
I  conclude,  that  it  keeps'  those  togetber  iHw 
ai^  to  till  the  several  posts  of  the  higbo^  «- 
ders  of  society,  and  that  h  keept  th«  sapa- 
rate  f¥om  thos^of  the  lower  ortov ;  tBMic 
so  tends  to  preserve  the  beat  ^siinctiaw  of 
high  and  low,  aod  that  it  is  tberefote  apo* 
sttive  and  importaoc  good.*-^W.  B. 


*'  LBAaiCn><.AKGUAOK3/^ 

Pld.27.  ' 

Sia ; — Having  in  your  Begisler  of  t%a 
14th  inati  redoew  yoar  former  lague  mA 
desultory  attack  upon  daaskal  >mi^og^  iaio 
two  'fistinct  propositions^  I  -witt  ventiiie  t» 
enter  the  list  with  you  on  a  topke  ia  wMcli 
you  have  hitherto  displayed  moreoooMeacB 
than  kiiowiedger,  more  y?k6ex  tlMHidiscr»- 
tionj  and  tooxti  2eal  thao  ptudeooe.  To 
your  first  propo8ttioa»  vi£.  that  theCSred: 
atid  Latin  langu^ea  are  impreipefiy  caM 
learned  languages.  I  ^irill  rqHy  bjr  Btttuv 
the  distinction  between  learning  and  .vis*- 
dora;  learning  is  that  which  wm  acqabe 
only  by  being  taoght^  wxidbM  is^-eilfaertte 
giftof  Grod,  or  the  fi^t  of  our  own  expe- 
rience; in  this  sense  then,  every  ai^ 
science  or  m3rstery,  whkk,  being  ndtociif^ 
a  system  of  nilea»  reqoireato  be  tm^f 
is  a  branch  of  leamiag.  The  lauguagea  of 
Greece  and  Rome,  bi^ng  diiiovik  to  bev^ 
derstood,  requiring  nuiek  tkne  atfd  allKS- 
tion,  they  who  .kive  takni  tbe  ptina  to 
learn  tfaem>  or  ^okn  to  teaeh  tbem  ta 
others,  are  by  lofig  ci|stOR|  and  the  eooaaoB 
consent  of  aBankind  called  leariMd,  mA  k 
would  be  bard  to  deprive  them  of  a  ^ 
which  they  haveao  Long  enjoyed  ODdistwrM 
though  I  will  net  deny  that  any  aaan  flMT 
be  c3lled  learned  in  that  yartkular  torn 
of  knowledge  which  be  baa  tafce>  tiv 
trouble  to  acquire.  The  term  learoed  Im^ 
gtiages  teeooa  tberefere  esdnaivelf  to  !■ 
applied  to  those  of  Qreaee  and  Booift 
because  they  require  muck  atsdf  la^^ 
learnt.  To  overturn  your  stcood^pto^ 
tioo  aecaoa  to  me  not  ta  ret^oife  m^ 
ceptb  of  argument,  and  I  sbookl  woodtf 
that  a  ovm  of  your  pLMintif  andjyJl^ 
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ment  thmil4  bafe  hazarded  to  weak  an 
affitiiiatioa>  did  I  not  take  it  fbrcertaia> 
that  your  enmity  to  the  dead  langoages  arises 
'from  youreovy  of  those  who  ooderBtand 
them,  and  an  umirtliiflgness  to  allow  any 
,  merit  to  what  yon  yoorself  do  not  possess, 
or  highly  estimate*  I  aoppose  you  do  not 
mjtan  to  affirm  that  the  ¥rritei^  of  Greece 
md  Bome,  their  poets,  orators^  histopiant, 
metaphysiciani  and  moralists^  contain  no- 
thing worths  of  being  known  or  studied, 
for  if  yoa  do  yon  will  stand  alone  in  oppo- 
tkion  to  all  the  greatest  men  who  have  fired 
aince  the  revival  of  learning  $  a  situation  in 
which^  with  all  yc^r  boldness  and  talents^  I 
ahonk)  think  you  would  not  choose  to  place 
Yoorself.  If  then  yon  will  allow  that  mndi  va- 
lutble  knowled^  is  to  be  derived  irom  the 
f  tody  of  the  GreeJc  and  Boman  writers  to  all 
thoae  professions  which  you  haveenumerated^ 
I  must  ioouire  whether  possesf^ing  a  know* 
kc^  of  these  writers  in  their  original  lan- 
guages>  yoo  prefar  that  method  of  undfer- 
ttandk^  their  realities,  to  the  fnuddy  me- 
dinm  of  tranteion.  If  yoa  confess  that  3*00 
bare  no  knowledge  of  these  languages,  then ' 
I  must  deny  yoor  authority  to  be  competent 
to  decide  tkiealKmte.  Perhaps  you  will  stky, 
that  ibeT€  is  00  beauty  in  languages,  that  one 
ta  just  as  good  as  another,  and  deserves  to 
be  Goosidered  oierely  as  the  vehicle  of  know- 
kdge.  Tbougk  by  no  means  a  friend  to  the 
mere  study  of  language,  and  despising  most 
heartily  tbote  men  who  apend  their  time  in 
verbal  criticism  and  learned  tricing,  yet  1 
am  not»  I  trust,  inaonsible  to  she  beauties  of 
langu^,  nor  oven  to  the  use  of  it ;  for  as 
language  is  the  vehicle  of  ideas,  to  un* 
<ierstand  the  ideas  of  any  person  tho* 
roughly^  we  mast  understand  the  lan- 
guage in  which  they  are  conveyed,  or  we 
atatid  acbaoce  to  lose  much  of  his  mean'mg ; 
mid  even  to  nndenlind  oar  own  language, 
we  most  be  acquainted  with  those  from 
which  so  much  of  it  is  borrowed,  or  else 
we  shall  be  in  danger  of  repeating  words  by 
Tore,  like  cfaiklren  or  parrots,  and  very  often 
lose  half  the  meaning  and  force  of  a  term 
tor  want  of  knowing  whence  it  is  derived. 
Having  thus  attempted  to  prove  that  the 
matter  contain^  111  the  Greek  and  Koman 
Classtcs  deserves  to  be  studied  by  those  who 
wish  to  stem  their  minds  with  a  knowledge 
cf  past  events  or  with  the  bright  ideas  of  men 
long  celebniaed  for  their  talems,  and  that 
these  caa  only  be  thoroughly  understood  by 
naderstanding  the  language:}  in  which  they 
are  €obv«^ed  |  and  having  aiso  attempted  to 


prove  that  the  langoages  tbemsehrea  contafti 
much  beauty  and  utility^  I  trust  yon  will  fa^ 
prevailed  on- to  moderate  a  little  that  tone  of 
confident  affirmation  which  on  many  other 
subjects  leads  you  into  error,  and  lessens  the 
value  of  your  opinion  in  many  cases  whero^ 
k  might  be  of  infinite  sehrice.  With  all 
my  £lmiration  of  your  talents,  and  with 
all  my  desire  to  believe  in  your  iotcgfity,  1 
am  not  blind  to  your  faiilts  s  and  if  I  sbotild 
have  any  share  in  diminishing  them,  1  shall 
think  I  have  served  the  public  in  extemfin^ 
the  sphere  of  your  utilitv.— W.  BvaooK.-— 
Hartford,  near  Morpeth,  Ptti  1 7,  ISCy. 

*'  LiABMBD  taiiocAaxa.** 
No.  28, 

Sir, Having  replied  mhntr  too  briefly 

in  my  fbrmor  letter,  to  the  confident  and 
dangerous  assertion  contained  in  yotir  se- 
cond poaition,  permit  n^  to  msume  the  sub- 
ject of  da^ical  le^iog,  and  endeavour  to 
shew  more  fixlly  its  supereminent  advan* 
tages  in  all  the  difiTerent  professions  in  which 
jTon  have^  with  unpardonable  audacity^  de- 
clared it  to  be  **  worse  thari  useless/*  The 
greatest  statesman  of  modem  times,  you  will 
probably  not  deny,  if  yoo  are  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  their  lives,  have  formed  their 
minds  by  the  study  of  ancient  history,  and 
ancient  morality ;  and  where  shall  we  look 
for  such  bright  examples  of  virtue  and  ta* 
lents,  as  inthe  farfained  republics  of  Greeco 
and  Bome,  and  yet  according  to  your  advice, 
the  wisdom  of  Pericles,  ttie  virtue  of  Aris- 
tides^  and  the  patriotism  of  ieonidas,  are  all 
to  be  despised,  and  their  examp  es  \mi  to  fu- 
ture ages,  becatise  the  recital  of  their  actions 
is  contained  in  a  language  ditHcuU  to  be  nn* 
dersiood ;  yet,  tell  me  what  great  character 
was  ever  formed  without  encountering  dit!i« 
cutties  of  various  sorts 3  and  where  is  the 
wisdom  of  giving  up  any  branch  of  know- 
ledge, because  it  is  acquired  with  difficulry. 
The  mind  of  man  does  not  proceed  from  its 
Maker^  like  Minerva  from  the  head  or  Ju- 
piter, finished  and  complete.  Its  formation 
is  the  work  of  time,  study  and  experience,  it. 
must  bo  nourished  and  fedwitJb^  tfee  mUJt  of 
knowledge,  before  it  can  be  said  to  Lave  ar- 
rived at  its  full  growth  ;  and  the  staicimnn 
who  siiould  venture  to  undertake  any  share 
in  the  government  of  a  nation,  without  hav- 
ing first  stored  his  mind  with  the  precepts  of 
ancient  wisckjiii,  and  a  knowledge  of  the 
great  events  and  characters  which  in  former 
empires  contributed  to  their  advancement  or 
decline,  woul  j  be  considered  by  all  sensible 
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men  is  a  vtio  pr«9teiider,  and  an  ecnpty,  cod-; 
t  op.  bis  own  mind  a» 
in  wisdomi  fttid  solely 
vOocaslons )  it  is  ^oi 
fperience,  tie  it  cvet]^ 
^  skilful  or  inteHig;ent 
rs  in  any  l)Kinch  .pf 
11  ing  thems^yes'  of  the 
e  of  others.  ,  ^'tis  is 

. iveryman  mpst  begin 

the  world,  or.  he  will  make  very  little^pro- 
gress  in  any  thing  greit,  for  no  man  15  nlone 
suiBcient  to  fprm  his  own.  mind,  or^ prep  ire 
himself  '*  for  deeds  of  high  emprisCv    .The 

iled  them'selves 
?«  afforded,  and 
:h  can  never  be 
sd:    they  have 
i  considered  the 
many,  hundred 
3e  to  be,  wbep: 
ed  their  tempo- 
.     Where  then 
>ry,  philosophy, 
idvantage  as  in 
s  nllpwed  by  all 
but  conceited  ignorance,  have  never  yet  been 
excelled;-  perhapSj^  you   will    smile  at  the 
word  poetry,  as  a  qualification  for  a  states- 
man, aiidjou  m^y  if  you  please,  but  every 
statesman  may  learn  much  wisdom  anfi  much 
truth  from  Isomer,  Virgil >  and  I^orace.     I 
might  mentionr  roany'other  aptient  poetjf, 
wfiose  writings  contain  much  practical  wis;. 
dohi  for  tho  management  of  stales ,-  but  theie 
afe  "sufficient'  for    examples.     Morality,  I 
suppose^you  will  harc^ly  deny  to  be  a  branch 
of  Knowledge  highly  requisite  ft>r  a  states- 
man, though  it  i?  seldom  foiind  to  influence 
their  coruluct;  ^ujd,  in  short,  all  that  Cicero 
requires  to  form  a  great  orator,  in  bis  book 
de  Oratore,  is  equally  requisite  for  a  stale^T 
man,  a  man  emploved  to  consult  and  decide 
on  the  interests  of  a  whole  commv»nity.     I 
maintain  then  that  the  foundation  of  all  bis 
knowledge  must  be  sought  for  in  the  writers 
of  .Greece  and  Rome,  though  I  am  very  far 
from  saying  that  the  knowledge  of  modem 
tiroos  is  to  be  despised,  and  yet  even  these 
together  are  not  alt  that  it  requisite  to  form 
a  statesmap  j^  he  must  liave  a  great  natural 
capacity,  and  great  strength  of  mind,  who 
ventures  to  manage  public  affairs  j  but  to 
•ay  tliat  hid  natural  powers,  be^  they  ever  so 
great,  will  not  b«  improved,  and  his  know- 
hd^e  increased,  by  a  familiar  acquaintance 
with  ancient  history,  poetry,  moralfty,  me- 
tajftiysics,  and  eloquence,  is  Tit  once  to  set 
aside  all  past  experience,  and  n:  ike  every 
man  begin  the  wprld  afresh.    The  limits  of 
niy  lime  and  your  pap^r  forbid  nae  to  enlarge 


on  the  Airther  advantaMt  a  statesmdu  may 
derive  from  the  stud/ 5^  the  cla^&ic^  in  their 
original  language;  pr  I  might  shew  that  Jip 
man  can  be  a  fini^f^ed  statesman  witlioiU  ao 
yajuable  an  acquiremeitt,  for  no  ma^  ^r^ 
understands  theje  la.Mgaages  will  ever  Allpy 
that  eFihcr  their  spirit  pr  thi^ir  meaning  caa 
be  conve^/ed  ilirough  a  tramslafion,  any  npiof^ 
than  a  jUst  idea  cln'be  formed  of  a  ^tV» 
ptunting  from  tlie  most  cloqqe.it  description* 
V  '  '  '  ei^  one  will  acknow  ledge  uaus^  tuSX 
I  jf  the  original,..  To  be  .a  legfslat^r . 

•v  «ing  acq^inted  with  the  spirit  aa4 

p  fof  Jaw,  or  tiiejaws  of  thq  X^t, 

c  i  states  of  aqtiquiiy.-.woujid  tjpija- 

degcef>i  of  arrogance ,  hj^rdly  con<;ciyeabl^ 
.w:ere,we  not  ,tu*nishfi4with  daily  e;;^anapl^ 
oJT^Licjb'unprinciplad  ^r^swuption.  Tq  mak^, 
lajVf«  wbipli>ar©'iP  bind  pur  fellow  fjr^tuie^^ 
and  lo.prf|<?,r»5C  the,  pea^  and.cqnB§>rts  of. 
society w^gain^Jgwless  yioFe^ice;  i**  tjic  hi^U*; 
est.^mploy rnc^it  of  Juvnan  wi«»dop?,,tn<t  shall 
;my  man >dj^^,tp  undertake  thu* .cmpjoympU  • 
without  baing. previously  yersed. in  Uiftpcinj-. 
ciples  of  IpgiJatipni  and.of  ail  thatisreq^iir^-d 
of  a  law,  befor<B  he  shall  venture  tp  impose  it 
upon  others  as  z  rule  of  ,coi)duct  ?,  Qim 
should  think,  before  a  ni.^n  undertook  ii\cb 
an  office*  he, would  be  desisnus  to  inq^ip^. 
into  th<?  effects  pf  kw  ingoijcr?!*  audol^rar- 
tipular  laws  jn  particular  aiates^  ^^^  il;er 
hay^  operated  oil  her  to  je^ritin  <*^  V^ni^U 
evii  actions.  Slid  why  t hey. Jia\«  failed  ot  the 
fnd  proposed  ;  and  wher^  iL\u>  any  man  ai> 
quire  ail  this  legislative  knowledge;,  in  such 
excelleiice  as  In  the  history  of  tbp  free  stages 
of  antiquity,  so  faoxous  for  dieir  political  and 
civil  wisdom^?  Whoqv,er    ventn?;es.tp   be--. 
corc^Q  a  legislator  without  this  previcus.prc- 
paratioQ  may  sometimes  do  tight,  but  he  wjU 
oftener.  be  in  danger  o( doing  wjong  for  want 
of  a  due  knowledge  of  legislation.  .  To  a 
physician  the  knowledge  of  Greek  and  L^iift 
IS  indispensibly  requisite,  not  merely  to  un- 
derstand the  terms,  Uit  the  principles  of  hia 
art>  for  no  modern  iniprovementahave  much 
extended  the  study  of  medicine.     Yet  an* 
cicnl  knowledge  is  bv  no  means  to  be. dee 
spised..  Thq  laws  of  Bomc  being  at  iH^sent 
prac^tised  in  many  of , our  courts,c/endfrs  a> 
knowledi^e  of  them  indispensibl^  for  a  law- 
yer ;  but  it  is  not  on  that  account  only  tb^t 
he  must  understand  tir^ek  and  Latin,  but 
because  the  classical  author<p^  will  teotl  to 
form  bis  mtod  to  tke  love  and  die  practict».of 
all  that  is  5ust,  and  pure,  and  hououE:abb« 
and  to  elevate  it  aboxe  the  low  tricka  wd 
chicanery  of  his  profession;  ttiey  wiU  teaob 
him,  that  to  be  a  lawyer  is  to  be  the  friend 
of  the  oppressed,^ the  patfson  of  detcncelesa 
innocenwiU  the  avenger  of  criwes^  *lh«  pu,- 
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nlsher  of  evil,  and  umpire  between  man  and 
inail.  A  lawyer  who  enters  into  his  profes- 
sion with  o'lt  having  his  mind  purified  apd 
refined'  from  the  mere  paltry  consideration 
of  gross  interest,  may  make' money  by  dirty 
and  disjiontjst  means,  but  he  wilfnever  bjiug 
honour  upon  his  profjsssion,  nor  aroid  being 
ft  di^raco  to  human  nature.'  To  ^  clergy- 
man ^b<)ve  alt  other  men,  the  study  of  the 
classics  is  of  .the  first  utility.  iThough  I  am 
not  willing  to  acknowledge  the  superior  ex- 
t^ellcncc  of  chrisfian  merality  tp  that  wHich 
was  taught  by  the  sages  of  Greece  and  Rome, 
yet  I  will  not  deny  that  erery  minister  of 
Christ  ought' 10  be  of  that  opinion,  arid  it  is 
frnpossible  tor  him  to  convince  h.ifnsdf  on 
the  subject  without  having  compared  the  two 
together,  xi'hich  can  only  be  doner  by. an  ac- 
quaintance with  each'  .in  ilieir  original 
tongufe,  for  both' Heathen  and  Christian  mo- 
ralhy  are  incipablfe  of  beii\^  ]froper]}vtrans- 
'  Iate.ch  »f  this  be  triie  of  the  New  Testament, 
it  19  mdch  more  so  of  the  Did ;  'rip  clergy- 
ittan  therefore,  can  Understand'his  proiFes- 
sion' who  d6es  not  und^rstimd  Greek,  Lv^tin, 
«nd  Flebrevir^  The  knowledge  of  the  clas- 
sics ktbwever  is  not  to  be  restricted  solely  to 
the  lea riiOiT professions  :  it'  is  of  use  to  the 
military^nd  nnval- officer,  and  more  espe- 
cially to  men  of  great  private  fortartej  for 
since  classical  learhing  has  $Ci  lon^  form- 
ed a  part  qj'  general  education,  it  has  be- 
Vronie  "interwoven  as  it  were,^witb'6ur  own 
lltorfttiirc,  and  even  with  bur  coili'mon  con- 
versation ',  \i\6  inYpossibl^,  fhereforei  to  take 
up' any  En|Hsh  book,'panicularly  of  our  be.t 
writers,  whkh  does  not  contain  some  clas-  | 
ilical  reference  or  allusion,  which  does  hcSt 
derive  some  of  its  merits  from  Its  classical  , 
style  of  composition,  and  of  which  the  iu^ 
thor  lias  not 'studied  the  beauties  of  the  | 
Greek  and  Roman  u-riHsrS,  and  iiifUsed  into 
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leRts  tollig  servlc^  q{  tlielr  (5ountry ;  »'h<fii^'  e 
but  fr<^'  ^?\?!^dri<ifi  *^?  y*:^y  classics 
whicli  ydu' c 
.  with  th^'  nai 
.  These  nieti  w 
ty'consideriitli 
yate  intere*t  c 
forqpttsd  ibeir  1 
from  the  sag^ 
and  it  was  the 
vice,  derived 
and  iioble  aoti 
espouse  their 
tgin  risque  of 
that  cause,  On 
the  other  tw< 
.  Should  j'oii  s 
•f  th©  classic 
obstinacy,  1  ni 
insufiipienc/.t 
m)'self  so  full 
the  greai-eft  dj 
'greatest  cjesire 
sincerely,  you 
near  Mqrpclht 


''    LR^kSNED   l.ANGDAGES.'       .  . 

'  ^  Sir  .--—Though  I  ara  a  ^a^slbnat^  adhii- 
rer  of  the  Greek  aiid  Roman  'T^rite^^s,  ahd 
thoujrf)  you  have  'expresstd  yoiirse/f  a^  if 
you  desptsed  them,  1  am  yet  of  opinion"  that 
our  sentiments  are  riot  greatly  different.  You 
appea^r,  to  m^  to  have  it^vieWan  important 
fact,  which  in  tbepncscrft  pradtice  of  educa- 
tion, anj'  state  of  le:ifninjg-  in  Efigland;  h 
matter  of  l.iinentable  cont^ihpla"lion' ;  and  I 
could  wish  that  you  would  further  Explain 
yourselt^  in  such  a  manner  as*  to  piadeyour 
meaning  beyoiid  the  reach  of  misapprehen- 
sion.——Be  asihred.  Sir,  that  thosfc  who  are 


the  most  profoundly  acquainted  with  'tlie 
liisown  vrtirk,  itVme  of  (heir  graces  and  spirit,  j  Greek  and  .  Roman  auiBgrs^  w'Hl "  never  be 
Wilton   it  h  imj^dssibl^  fbr  any  manto  read  "    '     '    ~^ '   '-'-"--"-        •^ 


without'  ttnderitandihg  the  dassics.  Pope, 
DrydenV  and  Addi^n,  would  be  almost 
equally  unintelligible  to  those  who  have  not 
taJired  bf*  classical  learning )  and  Johniori' 
hfedthes '  yh^  ^irit  of ' the  das.sic8  in  every 
ptige'6rW^  writings,  though  unp'erceTved  by 
thos^  W  whom  they  are  not  fann liari'  To 
the  itudv  of  the  classics  we  are  indebted  for 
the  sentmlcnts  of  refined  hioralliy,  pure  pa- 
tlioti&m  and  geiiferaus  ambitton^  which  have 
^hone  conspicuous  in  many  great  charaCteri 
of  modern  rimes.  Whence*  did  Hnmpdeb, 
^'diley',  Rdssel,  MaVvel  and  Sliippien  derive 
that  virt'urtiis  iftame  of  liberty,  that^proud 
•pint of  indepeiideiic^/that  noble  abhorrence 
a'f  tyranny  which  arttmated  tbefr  Whole  Irves, 
aud  caused  thttm  to  devote  their  time  aud  ta- 


among  those  who  patronise  the  i>.b\ise^*(^f 
ancient  leavnihig.,;"  I  will  produce  to  you  h 
noMe  exampVe.  Our  own  neVer-to  be-for- 
gottch  countryman,;  John  Milton,  was  a 
master  in  classicaf  JFt^raiure,  and  nn  admi- 
rer, if  ever  there  vvas  oiie,  of  the  hricjent 
authors^'  i't-t  if  I  am  not  greatly  fnistMcifd, 
you  v/ill  ad6pt  his  sentiments  in  t lie  passa^te 
which  i  am  going  to  tfanscribei  and  w-^il, 
with  me,  rejf  ice  to  associate  with  you'' so 
great  an  jiutliority  in  stigmati$i:xg 'hbrr^s', 
to  which  his  strictures,  at  th^sctay,  so  exact- 
ly apply.'  The  passage  fs  somewhat  lougj 
but  its  value/1  trust,  will,  make  you  thii>k  a 
pagcof  the  Pol^tiriiT  Regisfer  dsserveJIy  b^- 
stoNvedVpoti  ii. '.  "  ^ceing^  every  nation  al- 
**  fords  not  experience  and  tradition  enough* 
'vfor*i|li  kind  of  learning,  therefore  we  are 
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''  chiefly  tauglit  the  languages  of  those  peo-  *'  abstractions  of  I 
'J jripjwho  have  at  any  titjfie'b^^  rtJOst .  isK 
*'  duslrious  after  wisdrrn.  So  t^hatlangvi^g^ 
*'  if^lRdt  '^e' in$titinrix?ri^j,\Wnveyihg  Jo/us, 
*<f-(h^\Tfci'ti5tftr1  V6  bb  knovvtj.  And  tli9iiijiiV 
** 'a  iingii^vt  ^HrtiiM  pr?cle  l^teself  to  have  all 
'^'ihe  S)^^gtres  tdht  B^bel cleft  die  wQrld  in-.* 


*^\tfi  tt^de«riiap^'coiij^etentty  wiSe  in  'hl$ 
'^''tlSbtl^  dialic^'  dtvlv.  HenCe  api>ear  th^ 
***'lh^yTftiitakfes,yfciichliave  rtiade  icarn- 
"^'\iiif  so  iibdleasiibt  and  so  unsuccessfal. 

€<i'^  t^  or  eight 

€l  i  so  much 

ifi  might  be 

*r"l  ligh^fully,' 

*<-  c^sts  our 

<cl  ehind,   is 

€xi  dlftvacan- 

*ti  universi- 

«/i  exaction, 

*<'j  iildren   (o 

*(  1  oratipus, 

€< '  htent,  and 

**  7  by  long 

«  ii   elegant 

cr  1.    Thes^ 

*^  rom   po6r 

*«  I  no^,  or*^ 

tt  i'f  brides 

*<  wretched 
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ic  and  metaphysics^     So 
«-4h«»e'^c^;  Sb^ng  but  newly  left    iUAi 
'Sgrafpniati^iiSlf  mjyrfi^r^^rt^jfiMUicki  wqrfbt: 
'f  soQabty.  tp.  J^^.^i^ii^>yiQDd»><?vilth  ii^ 
"; ,ai^ab,l9>o*>^iru«t^^, i:and.  nai»«»  ii***' 
"_,sudaeaUf!fispori^4  i^p^^^9i\9lberidMiiat«K 
"_ta,lje  lo^f^d,^vilh:^K^«^te^to»t|^d:^witr!4•: 
^1  fathojiilesi?,  >|nd  unqwl  de^ps  of  ookitco^ 
Z*"  v^rsy,  d<5  fc»r:l|ip.  ^qsl  part  grc'W/'4lttfl»;ba«' 
^  * '  tred  aiid .  ,caut^i;\pt  of  )a^r9i«j(, ,  spiK^sA  '- 
'^  apd  di-'lu<Jed  all  thj^.wbfle  i|i|h^  f^gj^cdf 
*'  notiops  and  t>»bblcn;^^t«,.  "w^'ihib^  «»«: 
'',  pectefl  worthy  ai)d,deligji^fel  ki^wlfidee  tf  - 
''till  pai*erty  or  yoiaAixfol :  yeys  c«llilie«ij 
'*'  iraportunately  iheii:  ^veMi   wayf^  r  4n4  • 
*^  hapten  thenj/  \v,ith  the  away-^  |>$qiMlfy* 
;"  cither  to  an  apW^i^ttai^ ^4  «nf*icepaiy,.i»"' 
'*^  '^oranUy  2ealouf4mmtyf,i96|4eidli»«d 
"  to  tl>e  trade  of  Javv^,  gw>ttiirf^  tlwiftiwiy 
"  poses,  not  on  the  prudent  nl^l  jba^D^^i^iiJiE:  i 
"  coj^ten3plationof3«u^ticp?H*4««J»^y 
'*  was  never  tauglit  thenx,  ,but  ppj^^^mn 
'*  mining  and  p^easi^g,  i}io|aghlf.c^>l^jttj»jw  i 
**  teinis,.  fat  contcntiop^awd  ftc^>iqg^m;( : 
"  others  Wta^. them  tc)  state., Bj9*^i?^fiWifb. 
**  sonls  so  unprincipled  in,  virtue,  ffpd^^^rqo 
*•  jgenerous,  ir^edin^.  that  Jiaiief[y^^  dwik - 
*'  courf^sf^ifjLSy  ^tfiL(7^ranfiouf  afiUr^pnf^  ^Ttv 
**  fear  to  them  ih^  Highest  points  of  w^d^^m^-r^ 
^  instilliuij  dipir  barreabeaitswitUfHWIPmii 
'f  scion tious  sla\ery,  if  (fi&  lirathe/r^t^i^^  ii.n 
'*  be  uotfeagned;  others^  lastly,  joCaL^ipoi^  * 
'*  deliciQU^aQd  ajry  spirit^  retire  tbenMKlKe% 
.  "  (knowip'g  no  better)  to'  the  *«njojiwijrt%-j 
nd  GreeX      "  of  ease  and  luxury^  living.out  their  4^iy^. 

norliricma  ^*    in    f^aact    anrT   irilitv     n.'Kir'h    iiirlA^^d     i&   tl\A 


ngUpisros, 


in  feast  and  jplity»  which  Indeed  \s  tJ^' 


**  wrtliout  a  well  continueq.  ana  judicious. 
•«  CbiVret'sibg  atnopg  pure  aulhors  digested/ 
<«  t^hich  thcjr  sq^rce  taste,  whereas,  if 
••  afiter  st)ttie  ^t^jiarajohr  grounds  Of  spcecl^  . 
•'  bjrth*tr"<^^.tJ»fn  forms  got  Inlp  memory,.. 
^*  -fli^Jr  wete  fe^  fo  the  praxis  thereof  m 
*'  sdrtie  ih<Jtt  book^  ;le?sone;d  thbrqughTy  to 
•'  jfttfe, they mightUien  fqrth\ytt!i  proceed 
«*  to  ieirtt'  (fie  substd:n4:eof  good  fhing^  and 
*•  MHfs,'te  dwe^otder,  wfcidiVoQld  bring  the 
«'  -it^We  language  gVfickly  into  their  power, 
«*  ^-iThii  I  ttike  to  be  the  most  rational  and 

*  Aio^t  profitable  \f^y rif  leariiing  khgnagos, 
•'  Mt^v/htt<!by  we  mary  best  hope  Ao  give 
•'  dcc6iiRt  to  6cd  dt  our  youth  srienrt  here- 
»r  in7-*^And-  fbr  the  ukiVal  metiliod  of  teach: 
*^  iftgart^/tdtert  it  to  be  an  did  error  of 
'•  itrtWhities,  (not^^et'wiiirrccoyeredfi'om 
"  tH^  icfcolasticgrbs^eskbf  barbarous  age^,)' 
'^  tMi,  hirtead  or  bijgtrinii'ig  wUhiarfs  mpi;e 
*'  ea^y  (and  itestf  bi?;suc^l'as  "fire  hiost^'^^^^^ 
•^  vi^ns  to  the  seo'Se),'  they  "jlreknt*  il^cir 
"  yo«ng  ittttttiatln'cul&ted*  iiortccsj  ;ijli:|^^^^^^ 

'  fiifst  cdittiii^jt,  *w 


>e  avoided  (  '^  wisest  and  tl^^  safest  course  of  all  tkJB^j.:! 


i'.\i-}   no'L'-.r 


''  Unless  they  were  withijDpreiiitegnty  uor;  :\ 
'*  dertaken,    And  these  are.  tijecnws,  ati^j  ) 

/'  these  arc  the  fruits,  pt'  mi^ndia&,^tjpF>.  . 

/'  prime  youth  at  thd^  scIu)olsa«d  unirfer^ir^i.  i 
*'  ties  as  we  do*  either  in  leajri>ing,  >^W^rj. 
'*  yk^ords,  or  such|thipgs,chi|diy['3^^ 

/'  ter    uij^rned/*  •  Milton's ^'!IVif^  [ 

,  Educaliop.rrrit  Is  ppijng  strange ih^i  at  Jhjf .  ^j 
very  day,  the  Jearning'  of  j^glaud'  i/».  jtff^i  y 
better  that)  what' I^Iillon  iu  a9<^)»^f  rp}^"r9h  e 
denominates  '*  thc^jto^lspm^.yamty^^^^ 

f  a\ 

rt 

^,1 


'*  h^l  ciirioilties!"     The  ff iorv  .€if  ai 


I;:: 


e*«Jefcxn  'jjwi»*px:)  ^  ol  bov.'^i/J  \H<8i^vicJ 
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hoppoor  td  wiilk  fohli^  a'  Wtdft  bitter  Insh-oct- 

odialllwselrtiatt'tfifeki  rieighbduiS;  ihev  swt]\[ 

with  a«6«»f  Condeit  #hich  ktiovifs  ifi6(  bititid^. 

aattiooK  ihiwn  ttpoh  othferk  as  dltbgetheriu' 

Ihcmt^vaiKi^tiJj^r  cbmpared' with  thetrt.^^ 

Bot  thu  >J^r<HChed  tPMiiig  w  not  less  trt  b^' 

ootiijtialnMl  of  b)^tJhelott;n»  ofancietit  lite/a- ^ 

tbrevthtfn  hf^ny  other- indtgh^^t  pl)s^;ier./ 

TWsitfnot  to  SMtiy  art  Ancient  autiuirj  ahy^ 

HMinethflh^Vafi'  the  employment  of  the  tha- . 

tbeojiatldaft,  \v1k>  read  Virgil' merely  tb  biive  , 

the  pUa«»6t>e  of  itacrtrg  the  voyage *of  jEfieas 

ohJtlie  map.    This  is  to  divert  me  attention ' 

frohi  the  thortgh'rs  jlnd  spirU  of  the  author  j 

it-  is  10  range1)att«eTfthps'oii  shf^ets  of  paper  ., 

ada»if6tng  *e>  the  coloorof  their  Wings,  in- 
stead fof  atu  dying,  the  great  priticlples  of  na- 

tore  ^*^(?h  regulate  theorddr  of  their  exist- 

e«bd.   'The  consetjiienfce  is,  that  aniong  so, 

raflWf  ^I^  pride  themselfes  ifi'knoNving  t^e, 
lafigi^gfe' of  the  ancient  authors,  tiothing  is, 
•o:i^ri>  ^  td  fiiid  a nrXri  who  has  shidied  the. 

setltiiviehts  which  they  express^  and  the  un-  ^ 
riVdUd'^leil  whrdi  they  display  hi  the  mi- ' 
njlg«ne»t  of  their  thoughts.    Of  course^  ti(>- . 
tht^  id  so  rare  a*  to  find  a  tii^n  who  has  . 
prbiifed*,  in  any  tonslderahfe  degree,  by  the  ,. 
kird#>edge  of  the  Tearqed  languages.    It  is 
n<ir  nndtrstaitdipg  the  mere  words  of  Mif^ 
tonTd  dhrrne  ppem,  if  htiy  mai  reads  it  with- 
out studying:  the  thoughts,  ktid  th^  admira- 
ble'Mifiee  oF  the  composition,' that  is  calcp- 
latted  to  Convey  any  improverti^nt,  even  if  he 
Bh6ald  spend  his  whole  days  in  calculating 
the  «>^bles  df  each  h'ne,  and  rriediiating  the 
pauses — ^Tliis  abuse  of  ancient  learning,  Mr. 
Oibbet^,  wl^idi  has  preiaihed so  long,  and  to 
such  tistent  in  England^  greatlj  requires  tlie 
hand  of  chastisement^    Yet  the  study  of  the 
anci^t-  languages,  wete  it  but  wisely  con- 
creted, would  form  an  invaluable  part  of  a 


[105^ 


liberaledt^cation.  Absurd  indeed  would  it 
be  to  kay,  \n  the  Infinite  stores  ot  knowledge 
wbkh  our  6wn  language  now  contains,  that 
a  riteft,  by  ihfe  stud^  or  English  books,  may 
not  become  a  very\Vise  man,  and  a  very 
good.3(vrrter.  But  still  there  are  advantages 
io'Vhc;  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latm 
languages',  whrcb  are  much  more  than  worth 
all  the  time'requiipte  for  acquiring  them. 
Tottd^more  thorouglily  the  genius  of  the 
twamo^t  celebrated  nations  of  antiquity,  is 
itself  art  object  of  "manly  tod  liberal  curio- 
sity; dhd'  of  great  utility.  Ttie  laoguages 
which ihe^  ipdke  are  much  more  regular  ahd 
ingei|rtodf  hi  their  structure  than  the  modem 
lanjgui^et  of  Europe;,  and  greatly  assist  the 
joafbml  Mx[i  in  acquiring  that  most  import 
taniVtIcfe  bf  knowlfid^,  an  imigUt'ttsto  (he 
naftureof  speech.  The  ancients  ha?e  been 
fiiuvcndly  allowed  to  be  exquisite  matters 
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doavours  lo  mvoxve  loe.quesiion  \t\  a  aipt^m 
physical  subtlety.    He  says  no  new  idea  iji* 
to  be  got  from  the  ancient  authbra.    But  ara^ 
those  autliors  useless  by  whoni  we  are  ren* 
dered  more  masters  of  our  ide^s ;,  by  whoni 
our  ingenuity  is  sharpened  j  our  ardour  k,ia« 
dled^  our' Jtasfe  improved;  ii)ur  pow^s  of: 
.  inyigination  enlarged;  aha  our  stall  in  ex« 
I  hioitiog  our  thoughts  improved  ?  Perhaps, 
J  itr  a  metaphysical  seose^  so  aewndea  U  to  ba 
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got;  |r^  Miltou  or^Shdke^{)eare.  But  shall  we 
iheyeg^  be^rgne^  iato  a  belief  tbaUhe  pe- 
rusal of  ^Jtesp  autKiir^-  is  no(  ibstructlve,  ^nd 
tliat  ki  ijb^tiiigbcs^  decree  Py-But  let  u»  tajke 
tl>is  twister  of  aau4  ropes  on  his  own  imet?- 
p^iysicaj  ground ;  even  ,Aei-«  we  shaU .  find  it 
js^npt^true,  that  the  Greek  and  Roman  lah- 
gOf^es  convey  no  new  ideas,    jt  will  surely 
oot  be  denied  tj^at  they  convey  the  ideas  of 
iHe  Greek  and  Romaii  languijg^  tbfeniselves; 
tfyf.  i5,..of  tibe  rdost  periect  instruments  of 
cdairawni'c^iiob  ever  known  ^mongmen.     I 
trust  it  will  not  be  rashly  asserted  mat  this  is 
a  trivial  matter.    Next,  they  convey  all'  those 
inaportaut  ideas  of  comparison  tovhich.l 
alluded  a^ove,  and  of  the  subtle  relations  of 
ibiiQght  which   tjiose  comparisons  diWover. 
Tlif»v  r^onvAv  \{\f^fi  of  ajl  ^hc  vajiou*  idioms 
d  what  is  highly  cu- 
d^as  of  the  genius, 
le  exquisite  authors 
:d. — ^The  truth,  Mr. 
^rrow  compass.    A^ 
rned.fpr  the  purpose 
i^te  CQmniunicarion 
Lliemu   it  is  evident 
>f  the  present  argii- 
aiguages  are  studied 
j^^^ner^iy  incyy?*.iuij^iOveoieht,    it  will  be 
fb^uid  Itiat  .every  reason*  with  liardjy  any 
exception,  wbij:h  ap^jpes  to  the  learning  ef 
any  la^gpag<,v  applies  to  that  of,  ^the  ancient 
Jbn^guages,,;  an^  with  greater  force  :  and  that 
p^y  rc;B»onft  of  the  stron^es^  kind  apply  to 
it^loajaiing  of  the  ancient  languag;es,  which 
^a^re  not^^gplicable  to  any  other.    1  c^ib  wi^h. 
£«nfidtice  leave. thr«  comparison  to  yourself. 
.T^^OVi'^.&c; — — p— s. 

;;  ;; ";     /.  (^o.  30.) 


» — *'  Learned  Languages,*'  [lOdO 

ty  or  Tjsefujness  of  th'e  humcrods  ancTcht'aD4 
expensive  endowments  in  ounwDunivei-srtifs, 
When  colleges  were  first  foiiiided,  they,  werfc 
the  only  seminaries  or  schools  almost  in  the 
severaiiingdoms  of  Europe,     fiut  the  \eif 
great  number  of  excellent  pnvafe^sch6qlj?>s- 
tabliiihcd  in  England  within 'the  last  Cehtufy,, 
and  the  universal  custcm  noW,  wiija  eyety 
parent  who  pos.<es.ses  the  means^  to  send 
their  cJiildren  to  some  such  school,^  fo'*  7  oj 
8  years,  must  surely  •  weaken,    if   not  de- 
stroy', all  pretensions  to  exclusive  or  any^u^ 
perior  usetiilness  in   these-  ancient  founda- 
tions, whereat  the  education  of  a  bishop,  in 
their  early  institution,  was  not  equal  to  that 
now  acquired  by  almost  every   ti^adpsrhan^s 
son  at  a  common  school. — Visiting  a  friend 
in  "a  college  at  Oxford  some  years  ago)  fee  fa- 
cetiously observed,  **  there  mnst  be  a  great 
"  btock  of  learning  in  that  university;  l>e- 
"  cause  so  mnch  was  brouglil   thither 'W 
'*  lads  from  their  provincial  schools,  and^'sn 
"  little,    comparatively,   taken  aWay  S;vlth 
"  them.**     As   far,    even,    as  the   boafited 
knowledge  of  the  two  languages  fextifeiids,' 
I  believe  that  on  the  aggregate,  the  above  re- 
mark is  no  more  tl)an  just  j    while  (he  in- 
juries to  their  dispositions  and  to  their  mo- 
rals, contracted  by  the  young  men,*  and  the 
gloomy  j^ride  and  discontent  of  those,  wh.p 
are  compelled  for  a  subsistence  to  reside  un- 
til their  middle  age.  Contribute  not  inconsi- 
derably ^o  diminish  the  siim  of  public   anj 
general  comfort.      Is  it  not  well  knowo^ 
that  these    constant    residents,  as  fellows, 
"  waiting  for  preferment  until  iheir  40lhyear, 
are  mere  children  when  they  emerge  fVonj 
their  cloisters  into  the  worfd  ?    And  I  woul4 
a.sk  any'hian  of  like  or  fewer  years,  wl^b.hijs 
been  educated    wholly  at  a    decent  runtl 
scliool,  from  7  t^t^til  his  )5lh  year,  where  h'e 
.  had  the  opportunity  to  acquire-  mathematics 
with  somt  classical  and  bth'er  novi'  cqstpmaiV 
knowledge,  and  who  has  afterwards  beirti 
occupied  in  sonfie  business,  bsefiil  to  hiittself 
and  to  others  ^Whether  such  a  man,'  I  $ky\ 
would  exchittig^.'hia-  habits  ahd'acquirennf^rifi 
of  knowledge- ibf  those  of  any  fellow*  in 'aigr 
coll^^e^n  either  afour  two  unWefSitiJffV^ 
To  spdMk  of  arilhmt»tic"as  an  acqiil^enicrfl  or 
a  ,  screijcfe,    wi  11 ,   t  jn u'st  expect;    exielr^\ 
smiW  of  ddnterapt  frpm  tliese  pjiopte.^ '  Bdt' 
this  is  tt6  moFe  than  a  conlirmatiba  wjft  wc 
of  thfefr  t^xtreitoie.ignorance.  of  ,whatcVer''"jii' 
truly  Vafluiibiv    it  is  we!f,Krio^  ^^^5t^ 
.d^'^v^^UfatVn^wledge^  .v^^^h^h^.Me  W/ 
J6hn<oA"i3ftf  ^}^H  the  rffok'lisl^fur;  liifi^isfe 
it  v,'Ai  !h5  mdW  bertaiYV  of^iU^-A^lcli^'j 
tkat*  1tnb\*ledge; :  wilfOut^'^lch  Ati^-^Jl^ 
JNeVt'oMieVer  cifti^'d  %\'^'  2Cttim^ji^4JtmM 
^A)!iWdlst?)>?ft^/'''Jf  if^Wn^ft 
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that  ihete  colleges  are  ofcetsary  to  the  qua- 
lification of  perwips  intended  for  ther church, 
this  is  answered  by  shewing,  that  a  sufficieut 
4^r^  cjf  »revi(His  "  learning^,**-  or  t%  mCurh 
fi  at  i|,coUege,  is  acquirsble^in.  a  ptovinclal 
^hool ;  sufficient^  however  to  enable  .'ihe 
candidate  to  pjias  the  ojd^al  of  the  bishop> 
or  his  chaplain's  examination.  Bnt  why  is 
fo  much  wre^*  laid  on  the:  necessity  of  labo- 
lioas  study  gnd  of.  mugh  learning,  to  render 
Qjeaiit  teachers  x)f  the  Christian  religion  ? 
It  np  where  appears,  that-eitber  Je&ns  or  his 
Apo«tleft  were  learned  beyond  their  native 
language^  uhich  ^s  the  Hebrew!  or^Sy- 
nac.  .  AimI  it  seems  a  peculiar^ sort  of  incon- 
sistency, that  all  who  ^re  designed  lo  propa- 
gate the  Qpspvl  of  Christ  must  of  necessity 
prepare  themselves  by  nearly  UO  years  of  stu- 
Cy  into  the  niannejrs  and  opinions  of  pngans, 
Qr^ek^  and  R9hjans>  i  froija  authors  who 
^-rote  an4^eU  before  Christ  was  born,  and 
^ko  bad  no  expectation  nor  idea^  of  snch 
a  Redeemer,  I  shall  conclude  by  ij*ioting  a 
noble .  EngHslvmau  and  a  *''^cWar/"  and 
one  w:ho  therefore  was  not  "a  fox  without  a 
V,  tail."  ■•  The  u;sunl  studies  of  those,  who 
*-'  are  called  **  learned"  are  biit  a  specious 
'^  st»rt  of  idleness,  and  the.  knowledge  ac- 

V  quit-pd  thereby  i?  but  a  .creditable  ig- 
'/  uor^itce*  >Such  studies-  may  form  mere 
V.  antiq^iarieijandscholars,  or pratiitg pedants, 

V  but  .§uch  are  not  tJsefuLmen/*— 1  am, 
^'«.  -^,  S^T-rMon,  Feb,  14,  ISQ7. 


*'    >.BAKK£p    IfANGUAOES." 

-No.  3»/ 
Sir,— --7-Of  the  tiiv^  parts  iq.to  which  I 
have  supposed  the  knowledge  requisite,  iti 
drder  to  a  good  general  education  may,be 
divided  (see  No.  13,  p.  477),  the  doctrines 
•f  ancient  writers*  upon  those  enumerated 
2dly  and  3dly  are  eithet*  wholly  exploded, 
\<!ft  are  capable  of  correct  tjanslatioh,  and 
*  may  thei'efore  be  acquired  wii bout  any  pre- 
vious kno>vledge  of  the  Learned  Lrtngua^es. 
«Tlve  parts  enumerate^'  1st  aiKl  4thly  are^ 
dosely  connected  with  each  other.'  To  be 
-able  rightly  to  appfedatS^  our  own  actions, 
sopppses  the  knowledge  of  every  'secret 
js^t\n%  exciting;  to  tiierti,  Vfifich  in  effect ' 
amounts  to  a  pearfeof  knowledge  of  oiinjelves. 
lie  knowledge  of  ourselves 'is  thar^tifedard 
%i  whkh  we  pompare  tmr  first  obaervations 
fekpectitig man,'  it  is  Upon  this  knowledge 
tRre  efngraft  all  the  fcontlosions  that  we  draw ; 
fif^  sutefa  observations,  and  the  cdrre<ftness 
or  mcorrectniws*  thereof,  will  tlieitfore 'ma- 
ted^ljy  dtpenif  upon  its  (ietfecl ness  or  Jm-* 
|»er^^ss;  ]5.^h'eVenVs  of  which '  nian.  is  * 
rtlje '  active'  ii|em,  C)f<iujg;  themsclVcs  iii '. 
^olc^  siACOflji&ioa  upon  our  atiemioi>^  and 


sometimes  involving  our  safety  and  our*  lurf • 
p?t)e$^,  nrge  us  to  a  search  fer  mor^  eiiten* 
slve  informatidti  res{>ectiri|^hiifi.  Tha-iodt- 
ridiial  standar'd'wv 'ha^e  thud  addled,?  i^ 
found  ifiadeqitate  to*  die  despatch  >t^to^K 
tate,  and  Mre  proceed*  tc^form  a  mer^ftberi^ 
standard,^i2.  weti^^ng^^n  ^ni^g6QM»i<id«# 
the  dfspoft^itlbns,  the  h^bii^,  the  pa»irtons^/th^ 
Vesffafnts,  bftth  inonjdnd  poMbat;  ^qgkheg 
wirfi  e\'ery  fa6t  and  dtt*<imstian«^'^!oh.'W« 
find  inseparate  from  man^'in'thftit^of  vi^it 
society,  artnd  when  we-bave  estA^lifthed^tfifis^ 
two  standardls^r  our  ^de  and  ^xwreetton, 
we  are  enabled  X6  proceed  With  ^fety  >n  *§tl* 
formirtg  ^oursel?^  6f  th6^«  pemtuir  »h^bi, 
di!{po5)itions,  passl^s/  re^it^«r  m^mi-MiA 
politi  cal,  ami  of  every'  fedt'  and  eircrnvstanee;* 
wbrch  distingnhh  individuals  aiMd  ^  states^ 
at<Jubd  as  fVorti  each  oth^r.  W6  take^  th«r 
h1ce  method  In  ^grc^tftding;  'o^'eondtrtkart,- 
as  >ive  proceed  in  ej^timritnigifte^ffifdrf  Hkely* 
t6  aifse  out  oftibe^e  cirCtith^an^Sj  a«  "^ell 
in  regard  of  those  which  affe.  jfefterjfl>  at;.  ^ 
those  whteh  atie  p€f^ii!ar»  -  Arld,'therelbre, 
we  may  call  the  kiiowl^gb  of  btir^b6tv^*and 
the  generd  idea.6f  iViaifr  ?rr  a  Vfaie'^i^hib^ 
ciei  y ,  the  tkeoretieai  k^ou^Mgi-  ^f  Mtf-  ' 
kind,  and  fhe  knowledge  of  stidi  T^atibal 
therefrom,  tii  distinguish  indhidcinls  >at>* 
sti^tes  from  «acih  other,  Hhec]|rat/k^A»l#ii9w 
tedge  of  mankifid.'^l[he-p^  ^iHlf  MMMfe^ 
rated  applies  ro  auUiitfD^ndHiiWttori.  -Thest 
May  he  divided  into  two  ddsse^k  Flnt^  hi^* 
tbrtaii*,  philosophers,  lecturers,  t«athta  t/t 
moral,  political,  rhetorical-  anti  oihwtftilti 
atid  precepts.  Seco!)d,  poets,  f^Wic^gra^ 
t^rs,  mo^al,  titerafy,  and  oth^  ceasufera'taM 
satyHsts.  The  first  always  address  theis)* 
selves  to  tlieuhderstaifcHiTgs  Of  the  world  in 
general,  and  define  their  meaning  with  $^ 
much  care,  as  to  fendet  It  capable  o£  h&tg 
conveyed  R>»a  rejidef  tbrdogh  the  mediufh  of 
any  language.  The'  secoilSd  ktdfen  4ii^- 
sehts  also  to  the  nudcrktandidgsht  pflrrt;  hot 
principally  to  the  f^elhtgs  Of  a  nmrtedntlfp*' 
ber  ot  mankind,  under  the  itnmeilia^^  in* 
^uewce  of  certain  pcctrtiar  circumstaticev^ 
and  •  the  langtiage  Vhich  they  makt  cboi<5e 
of,  bear^  ka  immediate  and  constant  afeier* 
enceto,  and  is  (if  well  adapted)  k>^cortfptete^ 
Jjr  interwbi'en  with  those  same  circumsi'an^ 
tt^,' that  unless  th*  reader  is  per&ctfryr  ac- 
i|iiainted  \Cltb  them,  asweH  na  with  the  re*. 
lative  circomstatices  of  thtft  author  hinMlf^ 
he  can  ncver;becohie  the'  perfect  mu^terW 
iidch  an  tlik^^  thpti^ts  and  eoncln$H)ftj!|^, 
nor  enter  at  j^  huo^fe^ifti'the  ^beiint/, 
and  the  pf oprietj^  ofliaatty^^  bi^  ItipSt-hMftfcw 
ridt'observatioftiCbC,  It^ijrfciS}  ^sstmeA  With 
equal  trtith  respecting  authors  of '  tW*  Jaltdr 
clas»,  tliatutilealhcx'^oMM  iMi  ^^liMv^ 
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l^o^edgeof  di6  passions,  dlsp^siTions,  opi- 

Brteul«idjijfntoeiteiflg.t*t»#o«rhW^  thef  ad- 
^lefli  ifltitt  sMttt  iit»pdss)\8le'fbif  t^^m^  tbk^^ 

«id7cjnuMaBitfaiwhidkcl^«i|ai»er  wm  fit  aF^ 
4bihdiroc:iimi«nili^4md-'li^c^  it  appeatsr 
tfo(t'itb%i>  lai;leBpkibwkd|tr  (wbfdh  m  'fa4^^ 
&E^  <l»  ptinbipa)ppaM^ot  tilMt  I  haN^e  called 
tbeprvtkflkkfljnitalser^f  m^rtk)iKi)i^  Hi^ 
^i^jMlifiiMfraiidibvi^  :»kiree  ^m  ^^ncb 
jhieagxodMMtoiai  |ffrttei6f'.:ail)  elegant  dt>d  Iti^. 

Khv  bintaflge.iir'wrltjng^,  &c.  dfth^' 
hidtamf!(aaa'jeBn\^tT  fi^^  by  its 
nanyodr  b«n!t<«otid  tmmfti^  aifid  fbroeit^ 
dm  DBmot&i  fayo^-lxWi^  t^e^  hearts  of 
4jtimn^^(Mnk  laidgingct  is 'tb«'^b«d^hfobgh 
wbttftihc^*««^^^^^  i^  eoare^.'-For  ao 
.<Mviiig^iiisfpnc|ioaikilDiii»l^  i>rteankkid'/ 
UeaMiataanwo  niliyiiecdiVeifWAi^a'kti^y^ 
]mS^.dix}m^^flBx»6LfaxlgQa^,  maf  be  hie»« 

luto^^dge  oft^cQ  ibas'reiide^^i'  ih^rmiiig 
rBm».carrad^flkidtejLleni(in$>g<«i€ty^  Idea  of 
oMDiDlDatatAof  civil  s(kiet]f,xio6^f  Mof  the 
tlifiOBetipilbkndwWge^^of  immkifld.    This 
•<ritt>d«pci^d;t^  lit,  5i»pi»  e^ '  it  te  necessarjr  - 
i^  ius  to^ov*^^^^  wwppecAiltar  to  Greeks, ' 
itonte^^teLiiaio^dor  tbn^to;:    2d,  how 
lac-,t&al'kB0wlcdge  bm  be  »aqpi>fed  without 
some  kooMis^ '  of  4hkvt  risfipe^te^  lai^- 
giiigo9wH-r^W(^  tta '  foi^  *^  gjeD^nd  idd?.  of 
^ty|cm-  ii^  a:  itattt  cf  chril  «l«i«y*  correct  and 
<t3^tew0  .^eaough^br  41II  practical  calcola* 
tUHifiiiwithpot  k«DwiBg"any  thiilg  of  the 
GiiGdu{anfil'jBi9tiiakid>  by  prQteedinga»  I  have 
beforfiilKanied  <Mki  ai)^  assisted  by  thefadts 
o^iittcasrofbUtiMjru.'iBiit.  iq  the  \4^t1ngs  of 
tbcir  '•ttCherA  we^clrBq^iieatlylitid  delkieated, 
$cttn0Sof:tb»anost«siUiid  M^titttde,  pMribt* 
itoitfffidywtaeoiiithroDttbaBdi  and  scenes 
off*bff>«K)Sft:defmBd'UWichery,   lymhny, 
aodi<  v^  i^kfdneM  cb  :thc  other  Itandr    Ffort) 
*  thoie  i»9^M»iiheorist.vifti\  gain  a  mc^t-  ex^^ 
te^'uHie  rmv^  intd  the  huaan^beffrt,  and  into 
the  xK»i(V)uaoices  resakibt^/  firom^Vktoe  or 
dii^vity^vAaKhml  toiiHdi  a  plrch>  land  inay 
tl\efeb>-i»»0M4)  ateAoariy  hiaspeckdations  to 
a  fx^t^^d^ree-of  nNiraiJpea8ibal.ity.     But  the 
^d:/pr  JHickiaotlbntMras'theD  tnore  i«nlfmit*< 
ediiliftltiit.ceftitvfer  becokneagai^)  uokia  aW 
i^li$$j  sii)ce  beenidiaoovered  eim  bd  foi^« 
t<airjaiA>rt«rettJfei  in)f»ppiyiiiysiich  spe- 
c^ti<&)s :  ;^t<p)Voti€fip  I  laU   these  variations 

tl|ii^ .ttt)t>«  dt3dtjidisd.bpiTi<fti  ^«M3  sbi^l  h^te 
iufihft  wd»a  uiiwitaed  prdcdM^Mtb^fs  than 
a.-iil^  ><PWta8idn>ix:  H6^ir*Bei;wd><^ 
^^  iM^  k9Q»UK)fi[ci4rifi|our -the  wfoUtete  ^ 


•^'/^f!'f-^^IWW"* 


(iflM 


Sfck  iVom  Mrhich!ji)jy^ftHqfe  i to»fwkrfc^  toot 
truly  be  collected,  ar^  r^cpj;ded  bjl^stm^a^ 
arid;*iifh!lc|»6jf>Kert/ociljr, .  afjiitw.-^ feJatiwia^ 
df^  (^^^]l>)e|  9£.i37mct  ^  tvaflakMLiany  and^  bai^^ 
been* iranslatcdbyjmpp^  qf  tJ^^^h^^i^J||]te, 
Wry''i-eptit3ti6o!  IW^  ianf^f^  bficonje^pci^t 
feSsed  of  jt  fVdra  the  wjiij^yjgs^p^  Ro^/  FffSn 
tied  orators,  censors,  satyjista  t^pfi  ^^r^  ^bf^rv 
f>re  placed  in  the  second  class, j,^)eica)*|#  Ibf^ 
informat^qn  we  ^e  seekiiu(jipriu^,.bQ  AifosMr 
before  ive  can  understand  '^hos^^wfitiAg^i^ 
Of  wkat  use  theni  may  t£|^')j^^4.^e|^^^ 
be  to  us  ?  I  conjecture  tlie  ^p]5owiflg.V)Xb«>M 
may  eniefble  us  to  diGitrQlguish  t^tose  iHf|&|ie%^ 
if  r  may  so  call  them,  of  thf  geii J^S;ap^  tiier: 
ima^i nations  of  ancieqt  .writers,  ^$  4^^94f 
upoh  stile,  and  ,poidted  atid  agi^i^eabie  Jaim' 
guage,  and  by  repde^ingtiis^eqc^l  t^ltie^^mR^ 
niination  of  those  pice^c^  c^y^  ^,^  fof^ 
one  of  the  most  |^reeable4>erI)i^T>f  rm^t^_ 
relaxations,  one  wi)ich.  n^  ioivigpr^aleiaQd- 
tone,the  heart  ^ndjthe  i^iind  ^  poorp.  e^^h^T 
aa  iheuies  and  siudi.es,\"We  ;i4«ftire,olhr.- 
smaJlest  trifles  pf  4nQentD??gniiiQpiK»--.Wfli 
iDQst,  however,  be  acq[uaii)ted  wi^  the;hl^ 
itoryof  the  original  atfuctnce  toijrhich.tfMjii 
were  attached^  before  we^  pan  de^t^p/G  ^fs^m* 
thtfxi  (he  pleasure  of,  a,..conu(H»pury|n  wff^ 
must  also  have  learnod  ^l  knowl^geH^^hl 
can  be u^^eful  to  usin  the  gpneraj'^notnitl 
of  life,  before  the  learned  feng^uagcs  aani,a£i/ 
ford  us  any  use  or  profit^  er  pevhjj|w.atty  ?€^ 
pleasure,— -K»  S!.  Y.Sheffieidj  ^pfUiii^Mi 

ISQ/.J        '  .     .  :       -  ;  i;    ,  (f 
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^^:11k)^c  ^ckcd  creatures  ^ct  ifo  Wk  Vdl  f^gprfdr;, 
•RWhen  dthf.iy arc' more  tricked':— noc  Winjl^oift. 
^«uh<biBsane«ankittf^phii4«r*^2^akkpd£;    ' 

iriiwf  ytiit  Have'  irffbrtJed  ^ 

oft  'in  yt^rtaWjr-liib  to  ^ 

^  fct^  of  both  un  f 

ti^liWi^  f '^te  Bredrfjr  c  r 

keftneiW,  shnggy  and  "5  ,* 

btddd  of  the' pedants  anil  the  pedagogues ^ 
}!^^ho'an,  as  yet,  as  far  as  I  c^n  jujg[ey 
sire  upon  ft  cold  sc^tit   wUhhbt   noses  j 

gtt»rteukrit    jroUr    nigii  '      ^-  p 

flgliidi  of  Mnla«»  (p.  30-  i- 

ftJiritts-'iroii;  ^and'rrre,  au 

ttifat  fhertf  ^re  tfuch  n 

lij^wton;  L6cke;  &c.  w 

fibhblai4>  with  His  ^go, 

lAWvk  scholar  mti^  ^  a 

c»P]^ect  dramatic' fi^fCj 

ifistost^ly  nhiakes  of  nini 

ed  to  be  <i  trakiable  poi 

thfe  bands  of  a  inao  d( 

%mitt^  of  mnch  batmlb 

fbf.  my  'part,  i%»hei>  he 

li^Bee  %'fl^'everiasrtnr.  m 

bdl-Hfid  ble^k,  abdliiit 

\r6uld  be  ongenenoas  to 

hbis  destined  to  afford'^  ^ 

iM^t^,  i  could  find  \n^xsf  Heart  a  wish  to 

begin  the  hark-forward,  at  once.  But  this 
being,  I  am  sure,  an  old  fox.  with  a^  famous 
bushy  tail,. of  Hie  right  red  herring  smell, 
and  not  likely  ever  to  loso  his  brush,  I  sup- 
pose you  would  like  to  ke^n  bln^  for  ifcur 
Mferdh  meetbg, '  when  you  take  the  field  in 
t^le. — Of  your  other  correspondents  <mi 
th*6  subject  of  the  challenge  I  forbear,  t» 
sp^ak,  as  some  pf  them  are  9Pt)%igh  gaioa 
others  have  1  think  misunderstood  you,.^  tp. 
tBeperfdditwhichyoupIacethenou-necosisity 
of  Ljttin'and  Greek.  Bat  what  I  mean  to  say  is 

•fmotV  fhis.   that  vou  have  in  me  that   ra^e 
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Ijuilia^s,  J^.gpt.^ifc<]dD«B:ifiittrgrMmJite« 
cl^il4^  ip  iJ^  ix>«Ati^,i;aDd  ^wlM^^  M^ 
G^ston|s4  10*  lik^#rcaCc|pietHHc^  'ki  almMt 

ff^  ^o^arn,  iorrtlNlfeitt>ngiiei>pim^^)«lH(^ 
i^fStpl  fqorq^bcxwitbfcv  wfao>ii»9CET6gi[4a» 

to.  read  <fh^.  'Oiis^bia^'iaiftgaa^il  of ritniojit 
tram^itpi^  of  ibe  idaw^.(|Kiimq  td)  ^faid 
^gi^St^  Aod  Ml  Uiwe8Ufl9a>idteMU«B.b»^ 
not  taught  ^  Tender  ^in  aoooaiipAQdM^M 
presslonsi  what  tdiey  tell  «i|  aartkeiiMirkstfl^ 
ti)^  nopst  perfispt.  wnteri,£>^8iid|  .10  wUataf 
w^ose  styl0  ^ne  tkeyntfooaninfod.^lifeiofi 
iPtody  !-i-]Pi^ia  ijbfiM^  haf  ^oDttM^i  .1  esotfti 
$jdeq))am*s-  PJat^iC^IBiteuii  TdaenoB^  amb 
a  few  similar  p^or  laaafKii^fiitf  laa  one  (vUb 
4^ay  tiiat,..4S  £ir  asitimigdatifiekioariof:  sriaf 
taat^  ii>  .^tUe  jgue^^  no(hiagicapc>ibe:.mwiBp 
mortifying  Abftn  ta  ^satiafin  o«r  carkMityt.  oil' 
tbc.subj^oc  of  ,tbtir.of^teitaifi(ing>partjdfiai9Ul 
qnari^Q  kiip^I<dgQ.alJLbe  ea|ifBCtt>'^tbei<ar^ 
which' w:e  .mtist  ^do^  luodeo  tortureai  ily/wJ 
\voidd  e:i^9mMi>^  otUy;^  tmhriadqw  kam  sMorf: 
V^rro  apy^roaqbed  to  Ibelnmetisiioaeaf  iaooaaii 
of  our  commQO^  Paimei]|^iK^is.kiify^in!'4ii;j 
h2Mi\w.4^er4  lOftJsie  Poets  of  Milquityiaeiato^^ 
eithier  for  {poetrji  oc^eost. .  ..Wlimi/t&crefora^i 
we  see.  ho\^  littk)  icffecl thbikjaowMsanfli) 
their  styles  baa  producsed  jaU  'jwibfrbesel 
tav^igbt ,  and  ablest  beads»  I  r^sask  cuaiem « X 
sbpuld  think  1 4id  my  aoiuaa  iMjufy-^orefMu , 
d^fW  bw  to  the  dtndlgecy,  and  Tioe;  aodi' 
the  murder  of  ticqe,'  that  8/fjeu!apa8fie4^>at' 
either    Eton    or  .WeatoikHter:  to    attoia*^ 
them  must  include;,  not  ta'speak  of /^tbat' 
iiecompositian  of  morals^  and  oonienipt'  x>fo 
religion  that  usually  acobmpaaiea  thec«feia-«c 
ment,"-^s  to.  the  real  ;knowledge  they  b»*'>*  / 
std«r»  when  U  is  by  iQiidafgttalflnl>prt>ved>l»^' 
n|e«  tbat.$bak«^eaffecould  Jiot  have  broatcd- 1 
his  dramatic  aoeaes,^  witboqt  tli^"imm€idi<^ 
ate  aid  of  the  Learned  Languages,   tbat; 
Milton'a  prose  is  the  better  c^natruetad  ibr  • 
his  knowledge  of  tbem^  or  that.  m«i  GpMh^ 
smith's  Deserted  Village  owes  its  ^mia  toi> 
their  assistsloce,  wbicb  be  could  not^aswi^i' 
have  derived  from  a  biBdced^  oitber  souriceav ' 
then  I  shall  begin  to  think  tbem^  i4>a»kftt^^ 
necessary  to  all  whtersi  and  that  we  mttRi^ 
be  duml>  without  their  influanoe :  But  aa  > 
things  are,  no  man  can  tbake  tna  bella^' 
that  ideas  are  the  more  preciouafroin  being*' 
derived  immediately  frpm' a  fore^  Idioix^i  y 
ev^  aUbougb  the  lai^aaga^we  take^  (benr^ 
fcooi  be  at  its  utmoat  perfrction;  acoofiJicg>t<»c 
the  nptioniof  iu  own  giamtttairiahs  \  ibr  idkaa  ^ 
b^lng  originated  from  tb'aiga  ki)6\)rar<eotn«'' 
tpar;edu!»6itb.  tbiqga   rtlated   ftnd^^powi^ 
ft  jQiWWJWe  in.Jthe^preaeo|,f«bii>)4<  MifA^forp 
jideas^  our  copigus  language  rouit  be  more 
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to-^9kiso.\  ut  to 'ex|j^itt  i  livrng.    Yes,  we  sf^,,  i^dcpd,  wbcre  tb^jxl^ 

1  cuhiv^t^;  \h^  Greek  an4  .LauD^  jjba^  it  k 

ofteo.,  to.'jAtfw    apparentlj  **    worse   tfiai\, 


.«».  Hi6iic  Icratg^ntibnr  ^th  that  gepcHWd 
ia«'thfe<«iilid  <)f«By  jnnbr  ilinhd  i)ii4  made 
•imr^xi^e^tttJS-Mbrdi  ^U  study>  aiid  wjn) 

liiilMlif'toit^o^tfonr.  varioii:!i.  nlkKleti'^f  ex«- 
fii1MiiCtti^r«lid'^^  wiitcoi^titiYtBiaD  ofi|u)id 
ktyfe^.'ifttttked  wfeh/fteqxicnt  pratqtiee  in 
wrtri*g'd<Jw«d.!W<  thoughts  5^  for  it  is  in 
Wr}tfi»gcii''te'ipaii^ug,'tio  tfafory  can  beof . 
•fly  .service  wttfaout  ijtooftt  daily  practice  ^ 
ofwliicb'trttth/ybu,  Mr.  Cobbctt^  must  be, 
*l  iMffkf  at'tv)^  cbtivmced  ^s  any  cnaii  Uving ; 
We  tkscewie,  bowever*  mannerists  by  too 
^otig^jM^tittg  (Jf,  or'too  bog  wri«\ng  on  ?ny 
dtt€  g^v^g  atsbjdtt ; '  atid  e^eii  QaJdsiiMih'? 
bappy«9ftays$  ificonsiidei^ably  nmltiplied,  (as 
lie'toiM  YOT  prbit  hare  multiplted  them,) 
Heboid*  at  >lfMt  iwre  partaken  rather  of  the 
TigM  'deleraifnatten  of  the  Pohty  pool  t6a- 
taM,'^hato-of  tliat  correct  pred^n  of  the 
8chAo^0f!a;itmn  wii6se  thought  and  pi^ncil 
g64ag6iban  l^tibeMecBcalthari,  howe.ver 
I  tbiifk  yoa^oianDotdMiy  that  a  ksowjedgc  of 
ttelkfdttiitna^r  be  of  ^reat  amistapce  in  ea- 
abM0|  4inr  to  nquhipiy  comparative  cases  ^ 
tfM<)4nany  boteoaibs,iibt  worth  wholly  trans- 
latli%v  yet  conteinSng  curious  cases*  have, 
ift'^Selr'V«iity,  tl^ooght  proper  tp  record 
tMrAD^bftorvations  hi  that  langtiage  ;  thaiiksj 
botHe^er^  to^senjfeaud  F«irdyce,  weneedjiot 
go  dot'  of  EfcgliRli  to^riidy  Fever.  I'he  Caw- 
y«fV^I»ov*  fdr^  thfe '  hke  purpose,  should  have 
iMn  »o«ii«bi^kiia.to  get  at  reports,  com- 
HMmcatiM,  &e>ii-^Asto  the  Divine,  his  studies 
vndidfttM  are  V>f  •  so  very  simple  a  nature, 
Hfldervthe  prtisent  e.stabli shed  and  avowedly 
^^tfrreOI-t^lnfslsftiofti  .of  the  Scrtptares^  that 
-^dUbtki^l^the^MiOst  comnion  talents  are  quite 
abAdetil,  «tiited  with  sinceHty,  tp  enab|e, 
kitii  tt^^p^fontYlii^  duties  as  a  Parish -priest  j 
^d  ufiHeM'ha  Ib  bent  on  \  mtssten  toaforeigp. 
cdttntryva  devsotion  that  seJ^m  troubles 
dW-'^obtirehmen,  no  otlicr  la|igtiage  eati  be 
M^eiMSffJ'to  enable  hivb  to  pfonoulgote  truth 
«i^  t^fWh  tirtne  than  hisx>wn.-^The 'esta- 
10tbli4^ent;  indeed  m^  require  ia  fe.yr  ecgle- 
rt!tottc(d  Lwftryttrs;  but  iftt  we«eneces^ry  that 


worse 
useless  ,v'  for,  |?esides  the  I'ery  ipolisb  pride 
slomfe.  (^U)ge  99 .  -alji  o^^iasjons,  in  sea>oa  or 
due  of.  reason,  i/i'quoti;^  detached  scr^pg^  of 
sentences^    it  entices  then   oftem  to   read 
classic  authors  far  more  lewd  than,  all, the 
diafogaes  cf  j^erine,  .  such  as  A^acreou^ 
'  TibuUiia,  'Aristophanes,  or  PetroniusAriiiter^ 
(whott^'^  eyei)  Addjson  was  not  ashamed  to." 
translate,  so  besotted  was  he  wi^h  the  lan- 
guage).—Nay,  lopce  knew  a  very  admired, 
divine  who  would  have  blushed^ohave  tiad* 
Bbcbester's  Boems  fomid  on  the  shelf  of  h^s 
hbfary,  thati  confidiug  in   his  fstmily V  toral 
ignora n te  of  \jii  i  n ,  al  ways  kept  a  th.um bed  col-  . 
lege  Meisiusarrioog  his  other  re»pectablef,?T-  ' 
Thu*  you  see,  Mr.  Cobbett,  J  get  pn  prettj 
well  in  nny  determined  ignorance,  of  whidtk 
1  expect  tp  be  told  that  this  letter  Is  ^  proo^ 
as  wejl  as  of  my  presun^tion,   citoganqe, 
imp\K!ence,  and  that  siriqg  oi  epithets  tbiit 
the  poliitly  /farn(*<i  sometimes  indulge  tliem- 
selves  in  iising  when  any  wasp  atta<^9  ibeir 
hiv^;  and  y^t  1  assure  you,  when  I  Jhave 
done  my   best,  I  have  s^on^etinjes  had  my, 
I  sharp  of  approbation  from  critic^  who  never 
;  evpected  to  see  any  ^hlng  in  priot  fronia. 
I  Fox  witliout  a  Latin  Tail !  parti cufarly.  puQ 
I  that  never  read  a  grapimar!   Yet  I  think*  ill 
I  as  I  write,  I  shopld  have  written  no  bet.ter 
I  on  all  the  subjects  on  which  j  have  treated^ 
I  had. I  po3-»est  a  complete  knowledge  of  all 
;  the  original  writhigs.  of  the  Greeks,©^  Ro-.- 
j   maris;  for. let.  us.look  at.  the  wprks  of  Sir 
W.   Jones,  that  miracle  of  Ji^erature  as  to 
the  knowledge  of  languages,  that  walking 
hbrary  of  erudition  ^.  ai^d  pray. tell  ine,  was 
Tiis  style  proportionally  elegant  ?  for,  except 
a  fejy  lines,  that  burst  from'  him.  on  visiting 
a  spriiig  in  the  flower  of  his  yoinh,  I  never 
I'ead  any  prigiiial  comppj^ilioh  of  his   that 
partook  of  ,the  fire  of  genius,  or  that  could 
for.  a  momefir  stand  in  comparison  with  the 
Daisy  of.  Burns  or  Miss  Brooke's  translatioii, 
of  Carolan'sMonpdy  pnjiheDcatlj  of  Maiy. 
Maguire  \  by  the  side,  of  which  hi?  Saponta- 


jfeitiy  ond^'nedyfaocan  scatce  pa^s^  prep^ed 
4MaiMinatf0frfii  a  hingnage  so  eanUy  learned 
il^  t^tf^iMt,  tsT'  that  stUl  easier  the  Hebrew, 
ito  ^M^fbaoy  an  old  clotl  es-mahio  London  . 
t«  ^a 't^ettier -^ola^t,   without  knowlni^  it, 

.  tliaii'^soiMie'  C>i''  Odr  ^hops ;  and  how  '  little 
Yttttd^'fbeft^ktBfHSelvet  attmdi(  to  it,  >may 
^^n«mti/4ff  iBcdleKting  that  nine  diit  of 

;  l»iy«*>tlte^elergy  fayiaside  for  ev^r  all  then- 

thtf  iniiMit  ^byAo  in  possessiou  of  a  snog 


•l^^h^WreadtheScnphiroin  tlmporigi-  jj J^  is  taijie,  and  his  ,Odes  of  Hafiz  sink  tcC 
tuA^  tongues,  -we  surely  should  not  see  so    .niithipg.-r-The  feet,  therefore,  I  believe,  Is^ 


thatt  ^here  nature  has  bestowed  a  good  orpi- 
iiisH.\i9ti>  *  and  quick  parts  the  resiUt  of  it," 
wifK  Its  accompaniment  \vajm  fe^i.n^  it  it 
bet^  that  a  man  should,  underst^d  only; 
.  'one  language  thoroughly  t^n  20^upef6o:al* 
ly  or  ^ven  ,  thorouehiyj  fpr.  the*  glei^rertid 
understands  3  ^ojr  4  languages,  so  tpucb  fnoii 
tiiiie.  must  he  ^.ave.  Ipst  in  sty  dyeing  tteoij^^ 
tlut  he  might  have  heJter.eptiployealp  j{j^- 
fecthijg  timsclif'in  his  ^w^^^Sh^^pij^e^ 
doub;!^,  >^'a»aJg«atI3^i^eJrm.ome^1g;|C7 
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qny^  a  stock  of  td^ai ,  Mrhich*  hm  naturtl 
taste  enabled  hitn  to  apgreciai^i  according  to  i 
tfieir  value ;  aT-.o  jj  close  observer  of  manners 
aind  the  numan  heart,  yffyo  ^^ell  knew  that 
We  are  all  niiich  alike,  ouly  differen^ydisr 
giiisedasto  ourYec-liugs  and  faUing^.j  and  1 
c^unot  help 'ti^mk'ing' that  he  owed  bis.  noblis : 
and  almost  diyine,  st^ie"^tjo  Ijis  good  .cfar^pd 
profound  knjpwledge  or  ,  the  wfiolej  oif.  our 
langoage,  select m;^  from  ihV sior^S/Of  His 
memory  /^ways  .such .  words ,  as  .uniting 
aqiind  and  apnse  were  best  (^cnlated  tp  ioi-  . 
prj?ss  bis  robust  .thnug|Tits.-»rTo  go  furtJier. 
into  x\}U  5nbject  \rr)uid  demand  a  ydiiiiie.  ra-  , 
tKer  than  .an  esaa^'.I  shajl  iheieforii  lease 
otl|iers  to  •pursue  the  train,  aiid  also  forbear 
to  add  ,a  .hundred  oiher  reasons,?. why 
mere  Greek  or.  Latin,  scholars  Dio^t,^  wiuft^ 
ther  tliey  will  or  not,  be  bal^  of  them  pe- 
dants or  igftoramoses  on  many!  subjects, 
wh^le,  tlie  general  re.ideir  of  Englieb.  authors 
cainnpt  fail;  to  be  saturated  with  infgrma* 
tion  *,  for  since  men  can  only  think  in  ope. 
langnage,*  the  bcttet-  ^ey  are^a^cqUainlcd 
with  tl.e  dead  ones,  the  less  readily  ihey  com-  ^ 
pobe. \n  the  l:.ving ;  and  tins  1  beljeve  to  be^tba 
genimie  reasoii  why  we  have  among&t  those 
who  /by  courtesy  are  cnlled  good  schSol«r8, 
«o.i&w  who  compose  profitable  and.^^iHin^i 
wpi'ks,  *  who.  write  in  a  .good  styJe,  or  wlio 
join  iti  i?^iiy  cpnversationwith  iBteUigeu^on 
thp  subject  of  practical  improveipej^Us .  in 
the  arts  of  life,  or  general  oeropof^^.r^f  am 

Sir,      A    FOX  .WITHOUT     a     LATIJM    TAJf.— 

K^ynsfiam,.  near  Bristol,  March  J,  1807. 

^'    LEARNED  LANWAGES." 
...        ,   .  No.  33.  .  ,  .        ' 

SfR>—^^l  have  long  been,  impressed  with: 
.th^  truth  of  your  assejriioq,  that  in  genet^r 
-education,  the  leari^ed  languages  as  theya<« 
called,  are  worse  than  useless,  qn^  that  thijy 
operate  as.  a. bar  to  real  knowledge  j*^i>d  so:, 
decided  is.w^  opiniori  on  the  snbjt^Ctv  that  I 
carinpt  but  feel  ^tonUhipeiit  at  thAnuno- 
bejr  of    those,  pepons,.  whp .  bay^  ^^ioosly^: 
come  forward. to^opposck.    That} ^ pertain 
kiQd  of  good  is  conneCtM  witli  the  »tudy*Qf^ 
lai^iiages  no  one  will  deny,,  who  :is:  aware: 
.  jth%t  to  ef fry  species  ^  pursuit,  ^didtia^tnges, 
♦end advantages  peculiar  to  itself,  aiggj  att?r^ed. ( 
In)  thQ  present   prdirr  of  .things,  we  -are 
str^nget^t  4o  eviVunaccompapM  with  good^^ 
an  j  equally  so , to  good  unadulterated  ^withi 
cvy, .  w>?^t  Jwhen  we  soy  «f  a  fthing  thpt  il' 
is  gopd  Woolly  meiialfaijt  it  is-cowpawtiYdf . 
«o^"or;if  we  affirm  ;th^t  it  is  «nl,.we^  riot 
mean  to  convey  the  l<tea,Hhat  it  isinjt^e'Wn.' 
i^ature  totally  destitute  ofetery  tbiti^  tlwt 
h  i(»JttqLbfe  ^  but^tbat  we  estimate  it  itBmerth* 
\^H  is  put  ia  competUioti  wHh  others/v^ich 


jirtuj^  the.whoie  nore'prDdtxaiisre  i)|  b^ 
neficiji>4tfKis,-  or  thatiSHi  o^i^re  jn#ily  be.f|N  . 
piifdto^ful  poTDoses;  Hod  it  tifttjo  m» 
poimiof  view  that  I. regard  the  9t«id^.4£  ihfr^ 
leatQ^  Jj^ngoAges  as  a  venr  j|r9ig|ii4 
suit.    Mert  are-  porpetna%.  rednctng  tiMMir 
se)i|iv*iaiKiprb«r»  into  errooeotis  princtptot 
^J^  JH<^gi<?g  <>^  ctiiags  not  aocordi9g.td•theii^ 
mtrinsip.or  (gomp^ra^ve  rahM  •  <l»m.^jn  ooivtv; 
f(>rifnity  .to-  the  opioioo  that^is  fM^nodjof  them  / 
by  the  worlds  9Xid  .tb|it«eepi8  fn  its  xinim*  - 
potence  to  have  decreed,  that  wlratever  t.f ' 
scarce  »  valgable^  howeiietdestiturie  it  roaf 
be  of  utility  j  and  to  tlmefrcimistafioeit  U, 
that  I  in  a  great  degree  i»tribQletbttifiipaF«-'^ 
tapce  which  is.  by  so  niimy  attadpedixxa^pmr 
£^iency  jn  the  learned  laoguages.    >^e-i^ 
irideed  triumph^iuly  inft)rpafd>  by  sofne  oi 
these  gentleoiem  thiat  the  study,  of  mofsl. 
science.wq;i\iio  wb«re  pursued  io  Mfih.  ap. 
extent  or  ytrith  sa  .>mueh  ^oecest^  !asii>y  :tb»  < 
•ages  of  Greece,  and  fiwAaej  afkdrthat  Ih^-^ 
discovery  and  dlaper5ic^.<tf 'i^^cient^mim*  - 
scripts  dre^EoFope^  from  thp.(M!fer^f  hav^  « 
barisni  into  which  ^it  |>dd  icieeik  phRig^;i0r' . 
so  many  ag^j  but,  heeaMaik,.  these  jkdmin  . 
scripts  x^oti(^isied  moiaia^diidaBlifiedtoa^ . 
ledge,  fOlaborBte  -reaaomn^aii^ioiieraua^i. 
ynctionsaod  diw^Uiiioos  to  which' thd|#o^ 
pie  of  thes^  d^k  and  ^qor^t  times..  flvc!i» 
ut^r .  str^ng^rs,.  ave  we,   tWeforei,^>M6ar^  ^ 
faulted  toc^'iK^lode.  that  ^t  this  enligbtttMni 
period  they -must  necessarily,  be  of  ioeitii^aK 
bie'impor^ncie.touis;  (o- ^i  whotiKMenlff 
gam  and  diacrirainatiii;.iWfit«lrsrmoilt.'0(«>ft< 
language,  up^Q  every  su)»}ect^  tkat  can  Marra^ 
ihe.imagifiation,  interest  the « hearty  ameUO"' 
rate  the  character  or  -digt^ify  tbe':'miiid*''4' 
am  dispQse4:^0  believe  tli^t  th^P»  \p:mA  af1^> 
idea  ia  any  of .  the  wpjdtsj.of  ^tte  \MtA&»i 
au^hoFf  boo  what  <Day  bor^inet-wtthrifiv  tiir 
wtitingsof  our  own  countrymen  i)  arJt^hil^k' 
oH:^  so^tary  4iutance  woi|]<Vrl^iHnevbd^f.ad^ 
duced  l>ythe  adi^ocate^  ^  the^eClieMtdefQf 
'tli?>rj^^?^ii<%j  bji^ty  iopposiiitg4|wev&jqMwr'^ 
wise,,  aod  -it  f^o^klbe  proved  thai  |hA.%i^lK* 
9f,4jie:ande»t^<Qiita^»edra.<;ectatq»db^^      ■ 
.orfdegf«^><»f  kiw^edgftwhieM^'Wat^wSNtti' 
.bej/ou]Qd  H^tbe-^irii^  l^u^^ 
CQc^f^nqe  r^tiM^d  Jby'410^  ^n^^ 
truth  ,9f  ^  flffCfjw^ .  tt***"  >*»  kvam^i^ 
.  6f  thede^  ja«gQae^q^M[>epl»^ 
.  rea:l  ladtmifHtage  to,iiSy  iionlessii  ;6MM.a^/b^  ' 
proyM^^tfit  was  iiBpo^Aible/^Bit':^^ 

thflt:,wi^^  x\l%^4S9^.i^(^^iJlfmi^m6l^ 
d(isMcy'e3^>as^(W*iiV:  t^,M»f)k  itftor/^p^hilt^ 
<leQ  myste|[y5«uWi«<^4u^k)oairi»(i^i^ 

poiyef»ag#<Wiilli(re^^ 

poflseaa  liimaelf'  w  an  emto^  i^gn^  #f  * 
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eyorjr  kiod  of  >teoi)^Jec%e,' «»d^'b^  I^^tbfe 
mosj  ^ni\y  wise  'liihd  pDtrttteiiP  -wtl^h'/tf^e' 
ipreateat  owi^  that  spectefi'irf' Itl,  difttcaft't^fe^ 
most  frequeaUy  be  brougbtlttto  a^tfe?i>infl' 
made  tbo  mofit  sQbtervieot  to^thVT  b^d{^  c^ 
hwrw^lf  and  oibere.  Titot  gi^t' Art's;  WWs^- 
tribuachanactet^niay  beiformetd  ind^d<^b'd^l^' 
1/  of  the  knowledge  of  tt' viMT}^)?  of 'fto-'^ 
gnagea,  thei^Qn^ks,  iri^r  *^1W  krtbw  ^tt^ ; 
tt^o^of  iberD,'^e<stnk]ng'e1i^knples.  The* 
Oi;ecia^  ficbooU  were  schools  of  scteilt»e  and 
p)^i{b«oph}r^  artdcertaiiklf  tcietice  titid  pb\- 
iQSopi^vhvfitruct  io  fbeknowMgeof  fhliigs, 
SDdnot  in  the  knd^wde(%e  of  woi^Sw  To  the 
GrreeM  we  are  iirdefoted  for  a  gre«  part  of 
t]i^4scienoe  that  now  fexi^tS'  inthe  wtfHd,  to  a 
people  whp  fiioBft^ what'  i«  re^ordlsd '  of  tb^m  ' 
in4^^pfff>  da  liot^  appear  to  h&ve  Mordfed'^ 
flQy..la9g«^e  brit  th^ir  own.  'To"  posise?^  '^ 
ttf^^fljlh^  v: of  hthe  kilowledge  of  these 
Iq9I^^;  ti^aOgbUirlete^red^  olsdlosophers,  it 
w^J^^^^t^lQ  the  people  or  bthcr  natfom, ' 
thai jjvfifyi^uaH  ameng^tHehi  should  ^^thd^ 
a8.arPi0^»^on>^  the  Gmk  lah^dage,  and  so 
pfx^pn^i^l  ii^m;  fhrongh  t!he  niedium  df  a 
trepslntjon*  tbekiiowiedgr^hiit'Mfe^ebntain*  * 
edin<jtbe.Grefkb(x)k8  J  bfOiVn<rti>  when  out 
bojDJt^llerai'  «beps  furniih  us  withihe^rtmsla- 
tiQo^of  ,ithase  work^  ct  ^Mliqukf  %{)idi  are 
acknowledged  k^  the  literaiti  to  betfi^  most 
valuable amoogst  them';  of  what  avail  can 
the.stody«f'the  dead  languages  be  to  us? 
Bii^  weoeed  not  Itav^  into  Greece  to  dis- 
cogger  that  there ls^«^  si'ch  intrinsic  '^xcel* 
ieDcy  ill  whatsis  termed  a  learned  ^ducatron, 
a»  those^.  who  poisesir  it^^or  imagine  they 
posaeM  it,  wouid  wiJUn^y  induce  us  to  be- 
lieve j  fpr, -we  have  only  to  direct  our  at* 
teQLtsQQ.tp».maiiy  of  ocir^  own  countrymen  in 
the  Jugber  classes  of'  society^  wfho  have  ex- 
perienced the  4Kivantage  of  such  an  educa- 
tio^4  to  be  coDvioeed  that  it  had  nothing^to 
do  in.  the,  formadaottt  of  nobility  of  mind^ 
moiStar  of  icharacterv  or  practical  wisdom. 
Th^stfgng  iaOdlledtual.  powers  of  mind  are, 
in  9Oipein$tan0C?s^  cdml^ed  with  a  learned 
educatioHf  ^expetiente  has  pni^  to  us :  but 
the  ]»eiS0fis>  in  which  thta  union  of  kamiog 
•Ad  knowledge  is  to  bcf  met  with,  rank 
amppgst  men  of  an  liigher  order  of  intellect 
than  Qsu^f&lla  to  the  lot  of  Inan ;  nor  is 
ft  rthiok  at  aU  cMicidttd  aecbuxit  why  it  is 
that  otjievs  of  Mtiiuary  <%pactxy  are  general- 
ly cobaiqetayy  ittjnr^  by  it.  The  labour 
fttapi^ing  ^9,9tQdy  of  a  dead  language  !s 
veiy  gre^^  fcmAl$  to'the  oMmrit}^  with 
which  it  1^ ■  mm%mftily  n^eAed  i  and  it  is  a 
well  knmvivW)  4hat  >«  greater  knowledge 
of  a  iiving  lavage  m»y  *fc  abt^ufred  l)y 
convc^ij^if  ipiit  iotnkrmeiijdis^  MmH  by-read* 
log  and  traoshitlng  tiie  same  language  for 


t#b  ut  thnife  yi 
irf^fi^ejl  t!*r£f; 

!rrifgW'tlVhei:wfs 
acSqdVrtM  .'of 

Uiidi.i\i^  i^6st'"injqn6|is  cirj^  J  .,j 
\ tendi lij^  if, '  iof  t^e  inini},  hieing'^ ^^119 
g^&d:  iri;Hhe  study  \l:^f',^ilie>i^s^9j^  *^ 
AitileS^  it  h  tif  a  very  su^qrli^  sumn^^^i^  ^ffi^ti 
petoptlbly  d^awn  9^  froofi,)^^  dp^f^^  "^ti^ 
stddy^of  thing"?  themsety^  ju  tJb'psgjuJf 
of  'leTsufD  ^vich"  Isu^bt  ptWyr ts^  b 
ydtcA  to  ^1 1    Th e  metpory.  ,tOa»^s  Jb^pd 
whibb  has  ^  tcndeocir  to  repress ^at^^^E^ 
its  energies.    Thefe  is  soinothi^f  ii[^  tfif  ^ac^  ^ 
fetifutfort  pf.\the  miiid  of,  fvery  c^l^t^t  1%,, 
In  good  health,  ah4^';iit\}ally  WjedlcvM 
lirat  dispbses  it  to  the  seacicn  aifter^^^i^^^fr,.. 
ledgje  without  being  awar^  orjj^  ,its^l^^-^.; 
)e^  free  an4  uhi*estra}ne4  it  willtse  iiji^iFf^B^ol 
\>y  almost  every  passing  sc^e  th;^j^„f^.,> 
comprehend  i  it  will'  inquire lntctitiil?rnfi^iei«^j 
properties,  and  caus^^f  alraostrevwj^feif^^t^ 
that  presents  itself  to  its  notice,  ^^viijrpi^^ 
dor  and  impatience  that  iiron0y\^o^  ,a|^ri 
anxious  solicitude  for  rnfornwiioo,^,  ^ijt,_^, » 
the  study  of  lariguage  the  y'outbfi^iliin^i^*^ 
no  propensity,  for  it  jfeels  th^j  ie  pjaaiic^Jv 
and  advantage  that  resulis/romilhe  ac^uifi*   - 
tion  of  real  knowledge, is  not  associated  witb  .^ 
an  ability  in  h\vb  to  call  the  same  ol^e^  by  4^  / 
variety  of  different  names.' But  tt  naiy  bet.  ^ 
said,  that  the  same  objections  may  beurgetdL  . 
against  instructing  a  child  either  to  spell  ^w. 
read ;  ^r,  in  the  first  stages  of  this  kii>4  of  ... 
learning,  the  memory  is,  as  lu  ^he  learaifl^  ^ 
of  languages,  burd^cd  with  a  nomb^  ^f 
sounds  to  which  itcau^ffix  no  meaning,  imd. 
from  which  it  consequently  drives  no  ideat*  ' 
'fhifS  is  true  5  and,  therefore,  J  think  thofMr 
p^ents  are  the  most  wis^  who  are  not  |ire«  . 
mature  in  this  kind  of  instrpctioai  fer,   I 
have  little  doubt  but  that  during  the  veay    ' 
early  period  of  it, .  children  are  :genera%  m? 
ther  injured  than  .benefited  ^  but  the  great 
advantages  that  are  upon  f  he  whole  tobedoriy- .  - 
ed  from  this  temporary  sacrifice  does  so  nmk  • 
mote  than  compensate  for  the  evU,  theit  U9. 
one  ought  to  think,  in  ordinary  cases,  of 
taking  it  into  the  acoouiit}  besides,  if  k  bO;- 
not  commenced  too  early ,u  th*«  i^4n:art 
which  will,  in  most  cases,  be  acquired  wttii 
ccHisiderabl^  facility :  but  what  eqmvalqiit  ia^ 
there  to  the  feelings  of  the  child,  or  |o  tiib 
man  tliat  will  compensate  for  the  fatigue  and 
labour  attending  the  study  of  aid^  language « 
if  we  set  aside  the  graU^cal'ions  c^  vanity  ? 
tVere  I  •capable  of  calling  ev^f^  thing  I  see 
m   ''  heaven  abb^e  or  earth  beaeath*'  by 
the  various  names  that  aregiven  to  them  hf- 
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alLUia  different  nat^M  «»  ^  ^ftoeroi  the- 


tai  1^1  y 'probable,  if  not  certain,,  tliat  no 
traWlati^Ofl  df  either  the .  old  or  new  1Cesta« 
mefit,  or  <>f  any'  ^^'b^k  in  the  dead  languages, 
has  evef'fdlly  conveyed  all  the  ideas  contain- 
ed In  ^he'  originM,  for  t  very  mach  ddubt, 
if  tberdiom  of  stx\J  Idn^agp  can  be.  pcr- 
fecdy  known"  to  any  but  a  native  Q.f  trlie.. 

5 lade  in  wliifch  Tt  is  spoken.     LJidy  "VVonlej. 
riofllagtief  ^ays;  in  one  of  her  letters^ .  wb:^t 
is  nftost  likely  true,  ftiat  a  Rorfian  inilK-niaid  , 
must  4ia^  ktiown  riiore  of  the  langi;ageoif 
hen  country-  than  the  greateit  scholars  of 
tlieprefceflt'daydo.     If,  therefore,  Llie  com* 
bined  etfort^  and  labours  of  the  l^arnpd  can 
do  ^  little  for  us^  in  this  respect^i  what  can . 
;iny-tadivid^al  ex{5ect  to  attain  bjr  his  own- 
per«i»l«t'i»5r^ityi  however  great  andjn^v 
defanigahle  ib  mdy  lie  >    Is  it  not,  therefore,, 
folly  to  dissipate  tlie  season  of  childhood  and 
youth' iU  iotinprodiictive  a  pursuit,  calcu- 
latedr  irtttedi,  •  Very^^^ell  to  forqish  cmploy- 
nieiiidi^p  Mebl^if  in  cloisters,  excluded  ffoni . 
tiae  Mvmpiithi^,'  llie  pJeu«iuretJ,  Oiid  the  du-. 
ties  of  ^IftJ  rfetft  of  mankind  -^— R.         .  i  \ 


9th:<^ 


Shl  |.*-f^:lb  y(OurTdillc^rReghtcr  of  .<!:< 


XiMmfi  Languaga**  .  p074 

^.?40vd?'lF^b'-V^t<'ai;setii.  '^  that  the  Latin 
ai^Gi»;eefcia^MagMlfnte^improperlyctt!led  tho^ 
Lie^rned-;l/aQ|giia90«|/*Qrid'^  ^Mitiu  ih^'tench- 
^9Kj9fe'^^*>  i*a^age«  to^pbrsirWi^Who  ari? 
,  to  i)fewifi^  H»^tmbeo^'-\e^]}iUff^;  Wi^^^M,' 
;  p^'sipipniii  0!if^prW8ta,  Is  wiit«e  Xh^f^  <1^»le.s^."^ 
ai^fwf  i*aptb«s^umfe«',  **^'te  briiV^'fbis  Wat-" 
jtei^Uiti^le^tk  yfw^Jawtathe  l^iiftrt^ 'Oen-| 
.tiE^fei^rprboih/ lumersitie^  to  a  d}*cnr^:^ioA* 
iufoa  tlw-siibiedi"-'  .ffovw-  SirP  trhhoif^ "r 
;  }my q  neither  npy  prctamtonror  hf  ^nf  clarity ; 
to  ihe^appellalion  of  d  Learned  Gt»ti()eH4i(n  of^ 
cUh^er  uoiveciiiy,  yet  i  ttoatyjoivwitrnbt  ini-.^ 
putC;  k  \o  n(^y  T^eadn>t>ti6n,^  if  I  rdhunft  to  * 
l^aper  ny  tl)ougbt9  t^poo  "sl  iKibj^f,  'in  the 
dt«cu8«ioin  of  wfeieb;  ioj  bommoTf  Whh-  fhd 
;g^uieai^.gf>England,;  1  am^slJ  deeply  cun^  ' 
'ic^rQe4.-^*xA4 1)^  >otiPf  ficd^stsfifot),  h'  U  ai ' 
.matter^  I  iinagia^^  of  v^ry  lUtlfe  cJnscqtteticfe]  ' 
•wlied}er'  tl^Laiiffc-andiSterfkulattg^ag^'  are  ' 
pcuperiy  :Qr  im^jwrly^  caHed  ittie  Learned  | 

ieriM  w3s,prgM>^iiiti)odqcsd;  9f)dby't)e<danf't ' 
andp^agogo^f/l^iteice  it  «o  ^-^ddiehaeid^:  ' 
But  the  cas©  w^h  ^regard)  to'iyoa**  ««drta^»-  ' 
•ertiou.is  ;V^y  di&rent.    Tlie^cii^Jon  6f 
ih^t^rtop^aioaeed  oiietrf  IhftlgRiftttttlW^' 
tet^st  to  a;gi>nwd«rabte  pcsrtioil  iif-  mArithnJ  /  * 
and  belie^e.ai^,  S'wi,  ytoii  lubdprtbbV  ^'  t^!iK  ' 
of  no  poj^ofn^  dil!iou^,>^hfa  yoti  ^nhdet^  -  ^ 
^ook  to  pniv4^ao  .ihesatislactioa  initt^vlb*  ' 
tioo,  p^^v^  geutlemaa  that  b«  bad  «m*  ; 
ployed  the iirst  twenty  years  of  his  ftfe' in  ; 
.learning  tw«  latigin  **        .,-..=  •-.! 

Vhic)i  is  wonse:  than 
first  .twenty  years  of  i 
that  period, vowing  t 
edijcatiorv,  now  pu 
tiiugbt  very  little  be 
gu^ges;  a  praictice,; 
repreheni^iblc  h$c  that 
,  iog.  4  her  jstti^y  ^'  ^^^ 
.Butsurelyi  Si.r,  you 
trvely  .considered  the 

which  yoiUiazarded  [ 

unfounded  an  aaaer 

mean  to  rs^y,  ib^  ' 

cauiiea  which  C5KHTi  ^ 

.and , decline  of  the  (  * 

Empire  is  wocse  tha  ^ 

Did  Mr,  C..  mean  ' 

pie&  ui'  the  legislate 
qurintance  M;ith  the 
^od  defended  l^ie  .lit 
ertiij  aud  yi$?eft  nali< 
:  the  sti^ying  Uie  oi:a 
,aU  the  i^ratovs  ih^t  t 
ced,  was,  Uj^j  juiost 

fawg  q^hi$/9qnntry#  ^ 

.^Iifcn.us^epfl  to  tlie  Ja 
^ciodfOtw^lawi  th 
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ledge  of  his  art  in  tbeoiy,  as  wd)  ds  in  prac- 
tice, sbouldvbeas  extensive  as  pdtsible  >  How 
can  that  knowledge, .  whicii  you  cannot  bat 
confess  is  most  necessary,  be  acquired,   bat 
by  the  attentive  perusal  of  the  most  learned 
treatises  composed  upon  this  subject?    And 
the  greatest  physician  of  antiquity  irrote^d 
the  Greek  lnt)guage.    How  can  the  priest 
be  more  clearly  or  easily  convinced  x)f  the 
snperlor  excellence  of  bis  own  -religion  ^han 
by  comparing  it  with  the  ridiculous  thtology 
of  the  ancients,  and  by  studying  ^ he  works 
of  the  first  ptous  converts-  to  tte  Christian 
61th  i    All  the  he^  writers  on  thd  various 
subjects  with  which  k  is  absolutely  neeeS'* 
sary  that  the  $tatcsman,    legislattir,    kwv- 
yer^    physician,  and  priest  should  be  aew 
duainted,  have  written  ip  the    Latin  and 
Greek  languages,  and,   so  badly  are  theirj 
wofks  translated;   ihat,    to  read  them  i^ 
any  other  la;iguage  than  the  original,  is*  ini 
deed  ^^orse  than  useless.    Uoiucklly;  Mr/ 
gno)^nt  .of  the  La** 
es;.but  iiome  friend 
:e  in  that  respec^  wiH 
,  that  Epistle  of  Ho-: 
:\i^  descants  on  the 
Iliad,  and  on  the  van 
lUencies  of  that  won^ 
.  em }.  and  the  opinion 

of  the  friend,  of  Mecsenas  and  Augustus 
is  pot  unw6rthy  of  the  deference  <f  Mr. 
Cobbett.  When  you  are  fully  persuaded, 
as  you  soon  wiU  be,  that  the  study  •  of  the 
Itiad  is  nut  worse  than  useless,  request  the' 
iatne  friend  to  explain  to  you  the  first  2  or  3 
edes  of  the  3d  book,  and  much  as  the  ori- 
g;^t^l  excellence  of  the  great  Horace  must 
be  impaired  atid  injured,  by  any  auempt  at 
rendering  his  works  into  the  English  lan- 
guage;  answer  me  candidly  and  houestly ,  and 
tell  me  whether  you  do  not  think  the  moral 
predeptd  contain^  in  those  odes  well  worthy 
of  the  serious  attention  and  consideration  of 
e\'ery  thinking  map.  Does  Mr.  Cobbett 
ima^ne  that  the  study  o£  his. Register. will 
b«  worse  than  useless  to  a  Foreigner,  some 
hundred  years  hence.  I  dare  affirm  he  docs 
not.  He  will  say,  that  although  the'  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times  may  be  changed,: 
yet  the  vices  will  still  be  the  same  and  re- 
quire the  same  reprehension;  So  they  will, 
Mr.  Cobbett  >  and  I  '  recommend  the  learn- 
ing of  the  English'  languM;e  to  foreigners 
some  hmidred  years  hence,  for  the  very  same 
reason  that  I  now  defend  the  teaching  of  the 
latin  language  to  the'  gentlemen  of  England 
of- the  present  day;  namely,  that  they  may 
read  in  the  original-,  those  works,  which  no 
translation  ever  can  do  justice. to. — E.  L. — 
Eton,  Fti'.  23,  lbX)7. 

/ 
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No.  as.  - 

SiR^ — Aplaiii  well. meaning  roao  is  UQW, 
so  puzz!ed»by  the  various  opinions  on  ed|ic<a* 
tion,tbat  he  knows  not  what  system  t?o  puc- 
sue  for  the  instruction  o^T  his  farnily '     We 
have  no  m^ium  l^etweeh  tlie^riinQon  roa- 
tine  of  writing  &nd  arithmetic, 'ahd  the  stpdy 
of  the  dead  langndg^  at  our  national  sennna^ 
ries'j   no  -diversity  of  system  whlA  i^ighi 
enable  a  fetlier  to  place  his  sodf  in  a  course  of 
education,  necessary  to  assist  biin  in  Ms  fa* 
ture  prospects!     At  our  private  schools*  il 
boy  Is  faariiss^  with  Latiny  Greek,  *Fi«iich> 
Italian,  writing;  and  arrtbrtieiic,  atid  atfix^ 
teeii  i&fbund  to  have  little  or  noVtibvAtsigit 
of  oither-itbe'mast«"  in  tnafty  instances  tn-^ 
Gfbmpetent  to  teach^—iri*sonJe  the  .pajfil  hi^ 
capacitated  to  learti  j  nevertheless,  tne  feel 
are  paid, . and  the  poor  youth  ha*  but  littU 
benefit.    Tlie  parent  may  be  h]^med,  "  bul 
^  the   fault  of  well    meanii^g   ignorance 
«'  daght  tobepitied  tiot  despised^**  A  /oath 
placed  at  one  of  our  nSt tonal  foandations;  ts 
necessitated  to  wade  for  y&aY^  through  L<tiri 
and  6reek  » if  helias  been  studious,  he  ao* 
quires  a  slight  knowledge  of  each  hdguage^ 
but  for  Want  of  perseverinfl;  in  his  iiildies^ 
and  fronfi'  the  occupations  of  an  rfdtl^^e  IfffeJ 
forgets  in  a  short  period  what  was  the  object 
of  eight  or  ten  years  applic^tbn.— It  sh^tilct 
be  considered  that  the  sysTeni  of  edtfcatio^ 
pursued  at  our  gi-tatschods  antf  In  Our  tttii- 
versities,  was  fix,ed  at  a  time  when  the  iftu^ 
of   the  dead  langi^agei  was  iTecessarj/w 
every  one.ib  the  superior  professions  5  arid  .it 
education  was  no^  expected  to  be*  fdliiifl'  in* 
anyone  miconnected  with  those  professibni,' 
tlKT  system  of  that  period  might  be  right,  bat* 
it  riaade  a  monopoly  of  knowledge  in  th^Use*- ' 
classes,  and  kept  the  olh^rpartof  ^od^tfirt 
darkness  and  ignorance.    The-  study  of  thir 
learned  lapgttages  at  that  period,  was  in^is-- 
pensably  necessary,  for  Ijatin  was  the  Stand- 
ard language  for  all  works  of  cob8equen>c«i' 
on  every  subject,  •  and  an  authdr  Considered 
his  character  degrade<^  if  he  coriim&nicated* 
his  researches  in  any  other  language.    *That 
system  is  now  exploded,  and  as  we  havetra'ns- 
lationsof  every  work  in  the  Latin*  br(3tifek, 
a  reform  in  the  method  of  educafion  irmuch' 
wanted.— The  lawyers  ofthe  preset  day,  t 
think,  are  but  little  indebted  tothfeir  classical 
education  for  any  eminence  in  thefr  pit)fes-* 
sion;  ft^wof  them  at\er  havibg  sc^rv^d'the* 
period  of  their  articles  coiUd  construe*;!  |wgr 
of  Virgil,  or  a  line  of  Homer  j  bWt  tliojr  con- 
tinue to  deceive  the  ignorant  l>y  iWir  dis- 
play of  Latin,  and  if  a  bancher  has  a  corisnl- 
taiion  on  the  renewal  of  his  le^se :  be  is 
.told,  his  business  must  be  considciied  o5  tiu- 
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tiOt  hi«  lease  must  commenced  de'havo,  and 
quasi  the  clause  of  .paying  the*  property  tax 
which  his  luDdlord  insists  on,  it  is  not  tena- 
ble by  the  -ifi  Geo.  3d.  Caput  6*5.  Tlie  j^r 
rhaii  goes  away  astonished  at  th^  Jeanjiug  of 
hv4  legal  adviser,  and  of  cdn.soqnence,  dial 
1)is  son  may  jjhine  in  the  same  exalted  sphere, 
l^iyes  him,  a  Latin  education.  But  men  of 
.'sense  are. not  to  be  scared  with  Uvs  (iii^|)lay  of 
y^aniing,  tjiis  folly  o/.  words,  mor/c  applicable 
jio  tlie language  of;.?  parrot,  jiian  a  sensible 
t)t;iifg,-^Xi*c.  divines  of  the  present  day  i^rc 
n^es^t2^te(i  to  go  thn^ugb  what  is  termed  a  . 
classical  education;  namely »  pan  through 
the  priocipai  forpis  of  Westminster  or  Etou, 
and.alten4  4  certain  nunibet  .of  terms  at  Oa-^ 
furd  or  CambridgeVfcw  of  ^hem  1.  Wiete 
after  ^wp  years  absence  -fifom.  col  lege,  cpuld 
j-ead  without  a,. 4ict.ioaary  a  page  of  Eras- 
luu* ;  and  it  cannot  he  jL^enjed^but  that  tliey 
are  more  indebted  to.  JAtejest  and  favpui; 
for  an^  exalted  s  '  "  p  to.  any  know-, 
ledge  of  Greel^  pr  pf  Hcjbrew. 

*Hiert  vrhy,1s  w  thrown  away  ju 

ertde^vourlnc{  tc  naall  kuow ledge 

€)f  Yhe' dead  la;  len,  even  nn.  tjie 

higher  prof^Sslc  torious'ihey^  are.  | 

of 'so  Jiule  uti...^,  .,..>.  .w  certainly  goes  fp  I 
•liew  that  the  titiie  devotei  to  theni  is  mis-'  1 
pent,  ^d  that  "the  \vhole  system  ^of •  educa-  | 
Jicni^iri  'out  schools  Ts  foimded  in  error,  ana  * 
inapplicable  tq  thipi  :prefi^nt  aiate  of  khoV-  j 
ledge. — If  svtue.  ofle  of.  sound '.sense.,  and  i 
accjWinutnce  .witii.  the  authors  .of  our  Ian-  | 
guage,  added  to  a  kn'owlecfge^of  the  lan- 
guages Rppkea  at  this  time  in  Europe^" would! 
mark  oat  a  system  bf  ediicatipni,  'ho  would 
confer  ^  great  beifefir  on  tlie  Vising  genera- 
tion, and  root  out  f^onii' oiir  uat'ionaf  foitnda- 
ti^^ns,  the  system  of  th»  dark  ag;es  of  popery 
and  igrtortnce.— Thfe'  character  of  a  i]iere 
•cholat,  willafwSys  t)e*CPnsider^d  by  .men  of 
sens^  fthd  genius,  as  a  nondhfit}':  in  tiie  world,' 
and  hovsrcve/ pleasing  hii  intense, s^iicly  may 
be,  it  is  a  Selfish  gratification,  it  benefits  tip 
one,   it    shuts  him   from   the  world,     and 
precludes  the  possibility  of   his  ^iviu^   to 
any  but  a  select  few  the  least'  inlbrniation 
or  pfeasui-e/  •  If  he  publTslie^ ,  the'  result  oK 
his  studies,  it  is  great  chaiice  but  It  teiuU  to 
support  some  learned  disquisition,:  the  ob- 
ject.of  which  is  to  proce,  that  several  of  the 
aotients .  have  made  a  false ;  quantity  -,  that 
•cveral    lines    in  Jforace    are    iai properly 
ppii^ted ;  or  tltat  Troy  djd  not  stand  where  it 
tias.be^  Cp;Vsii,lered  lo   be  for  several  ceu-., 

turles.— 'JJli^'acco^ip^^^^*^'  -^^^^  student  is 
d  i.'Db  for  ever.  His  work,  .(iij  the,book- 
ieller^'  phrase)  are  a, mere  drug,  and  coji- 
ne4J  tQ  the  wareliouse  as  \vustc-p!iper.— 
ijllioyt jan  iu^cn^'sydj,  pjf  .i]ie>Ii^lit«it^ 
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Itnowledjge  ;of  the  dead  latigu3ge$>  a  .map 
mi^V  admire  the  gmndeur  aittd-.-fire  of  th<^ 
writings  pf  H^mer  -,  the  spirit  aod. delicacy  o^ 
Vifgily  rh^e  inveofive  f  ower  nivd  aioral  truth* 
of  Shakespeare,  the  sublimity  of  ftlih  on,  antj 
•'  if  he  wishes  to  acquire  a  st^le  'which  is 
"  lamirKn",  but  not  Coorw*,  and  elegant  but 
"  not  ostentatious,  he  must  give  his  daj'a- 
"  and  nights  to  ihf  volumes  of  Addi^un."^ 
Hence  I  conclude,  that  to  dedicate. a  large 
portion  of  ibis  short  life,  to.  a  study  that  jf 
»upei*seded  by  the  excelleuc«  of  our  ioesti*^ 
mable  language,  is  wprse  than  unless..-*. 
1  am,  &c.  JuvF.Nu,A*iiA.7-7Vm/)/c^  JprU0^ 


without  a  qritical  knowledge  of  the^  lan- 
guages,, their  beauxies  can  be  understood  or 
leil-r-nay,  they  go  farther,    and  fiay>    the; 
best    translations   fall    uiiinitely  , below  th©. 
originals.     Now,    if  we  read.  mmleTn  1ii.i- 
tory^  or  examine  a  cbronolog'cal  list  o(  th^c 
most  eminent  cbaraclors  that  have  flouri-liwd^ 
fcince  the  revival  of  letters,,  we, must  perceive  { 
thai  mea  of  the'  tuost  eminent  talei.ts,  the, 
inver^tpis  of  the  most  useful  arts,,  the  a^>scr- ; 
ters  9f  national,  liberty,  have  received  \li   e 
of  ^10  classical  educatiou  \vli{»le\>T.^,it  \\.l\' 
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beffiiBcieotfoiDendon,  GioDia«  the  inven* 
tor  of  the  comi»8sf^  ColumbuSf  Washington, 
«ndoar  oountryiMD  Brindiley,  tfaeen|^ecr 
wd  nuKbanic^  all  of  wbpai»  I  believe^  ne- 
Ter  cojo/ed  the  beauttes  of  classic  lore.  On 
thecoQtrary,  we  ilmH  find,  that  the  Bimt 
•tntneq^t  lina;ui»ts,  who  harve  pasaed  their 
fives  in  making  and  leading  oomoientariea, 
Jume  addom  poseaaed  anr  titeta,  that  were 
jerviceiablc  to  aociety.— They  have  invented 
-aK>  naefiil  arts,  have  prepoaed  no  uoprove- 
anecitsinpolttica  or  jnriapnidepoe,  and  bafe 
j>erhapa  only  -  been  bnowa  t»  tbo  l^^rned 
uforld!  Profetaor  ftmom  tA  tk^  Fanr  imt 
hmm  fato«ight  fbrwatd  by  an  ndvoca^  ibr 
the  study  of  dbe  learned  bmyi^yw,  and  I 
^looldbevety  nawiil'iag  to  fnenCton  their 

\  Aajr  C91111QI  be 

n  y  iiii  human 
wtSeftoeof  th^ 
im  in<  tbia  \\^t, 
adod  Unp^oagw 
aak  ewymiptr- 
Batbeabovefiicli, 
nan  may  be^Ttt>f 
dqimB,   without 
Lmin.    Sot  the 
EHia  ioaa,  when 
eilHipa  fliot   one 
id   ia   fixved    to 
spend  8  or  9  years  of  the  prime  of  tife  in 
this  laboriotis  study  of  (he  dead  languages, 
obtasnaaaofioMit  knowledge  of  ^bim,  to 
enable  fakn  to«njoy  Iheir  be^uuea,   or  un- 
deiBtand  the  ancient  aothora  better  than  he 
can  Uk  a  translation  of  them  into  bis  own 
tongne!  and  ta  not  the  defvotion  of  86  much 
tinM  to  a  atndy  of  the  dead  langniq^,  with 
so  liule  chance  of  ever  understandiog  tham, 
a  veiy  serious  erU  ?   I  allow  tbat  RKxlehi 
lileratare  is  in  aome   respects  indebted  to  : 
tlie  Groeks  and  Romans,  bat  the  utility  of 
their  ^rritti^  jhonld  not    be    overratad: 
doea  not  an  indiacriminate  study  of  them 
tend  to  repress  genius,  and  by  tranmieiing 
the    mind    with  authorities,   deprive  it  of 
that  free  scope  and  exertion,    which  are 
requisite  for  its  ix^pro^'eo^nt.    I  think  that 
Hume,  in  one  of  his  essays,  considers  th^ 
aubject  in  diisJight,  and  gives  it  as  his  opi- 
nioq»   that  if  the  writings  of  the  ancients 
couki  be   destroyed  and  forgotten,  human 
ingenolty  would  be  exerted  in  a  greater  de*> 
piee,    and  consequently  carried   to    much 
greater  perfection*    But  it  may  be  asked; 
'What  will  you  do  vnth  the  learned  languages  ? 
will  you  discard  them  altogether  ?  as  a  part  of 
general  education,    I  do  not  in  the  least 
iiesitate  to  answer  in  the  affirmative.  X. 


»— ^  Learned  Langmages:'  (MBB 

*^  I.BAaN«!>   LANOUAOBS.'* 

No.  37. 
O  Vcrbomro  iiiopt  interdum,  qutbus  abond^fe  tt 


temper  puus;  GneciA  !— — Cioero.    Tute    Qu«tf. 
La.  C.95. 

Siaj-— ^  \\^  certainly  a  tery  atnmg^ 
thing,  that  in  an  age  tike  thia,  where  audi 
regard  is  paid  to  the  advancement  of  feam- 
ing,  any  one  should  itftempt  to  depr»' 
dale  it  in  the  eyes  of  the  worid  $  still  naotn 
wondorfhl  that  this  lekmed  censor  abouM 
be,  Mr,  Cobbett,  for  w^m  lae  baae  aome 
frqpatd  wfaiie  heeoBfaea  hitnaiitf  ^^fptitjod 
4i8c«aak)ns,  but  for  wbom  ntt  nntacayf 
foHcositiRnptii^n  he  betmtt  hia  ifpaoiance 
upon  fubjectfr  totalhp  oiit  of  htsqpEere.— k 
•a.  wonderfoi  bow  Iktie  minds  are  guided  by 
prejudiee,  wiio  imagine  that  their  dialike  ia 
the  dialtkeof  thnnation,  and  thilr  01m  votoa 
the  voioa  of  the  peeplo. 

**  Their  passions  move  in  lowsr  spheieSp 
Vbera'er  Ar/rKc«orj>»%  stcen."- 


-—Are  the  ''  Learned  Langoagea**  of  no  use 
to  the  statesman,  to  the  Hiwyer>  to  die  phy* 
aidatt,^  t>r  to  tbe  divine  ?  Ask  anv  one 
eminent  man  ia  tbti  kingdom,  if  inoepet^ 
dent  of  the  amusement,  he  Ima  reaped  anr 
advaniageirom  the  study  of  the  Greek  and 
Latin  languages ;  and  thejf  will  answer  yon 
to  a  man  in  the  wotds  of  dnintilian :  "  Tot 
noa  preceptortbus,  tot  exempits  tnslruxit 
antiquitas,  ut  possit  vidari  nuifk  sorte  naa- 
Ictotd  setas  feiicior„  qnaaf^  noetrl^  cui  do- 
ceodae  priores  elaboraverunt/*— *-Lib,  12. 
cap.  1 1  .—-I  shall  not  attempt  a  vindicatioa 
of  the  '^  Learned  Langnagea.^  Tlieir  fiime 
ia  au£ficient>  and  Mr.  Cobbett  niajr  vainly 
flatter  himself  that  his  reasonings  will '  de- 
molish*  every  ^gument  that  shall  be  brought 
against  him .-« Happy  am  I  to  perceive  that 
the  Universities  have  >  not  deigned  a  reply  ^ 
and,  by  thei^  contempt  and  silence^  faa\*e 
shewn  Mr.  Cobbett  how  much  tliey  value 
bis  opinions,  how  ntHxch  they  regard  hi* 
censure.— I  conclude  with  the  opinion  Pone 
had  ioc  the  "  Learned  Languages,**  wn# 
humbly  differed  from  this  political  P^eus.— 

«  Hail  batds  uiuraphant  1  bom  in  iiappier  dajs  ; 

ImiQortal  heirs  of  unlvct^al  praise ! 

Whose  honors  with  increase  of  9^  gtoW 

As  streuDS  roll  diown.  irn1arg<t)«;  as  they  6ow  t 

Nations  unborn,  yoar  mi§hty  natAes-shail  «ound» 

And  worlds  applaud  that  must  not  yet  be  foaild! 

Oh !  may. some  spark  of  your  celestial  fire. 

The  last,  the  meanest  o(  your  soiis  inspire, 

(That  on  weak  Wings,  from<far,  pursues  your  9^t^ 

Gtown  while  he  rcids,  but  trembles  as  be  wiftcs^ 

To  teach  9am  vits  m  tci€$»t  UttU  kavwmy 

T  mJmirt  iiif>trio*  tttae^  and  JouU  tkar  tnm^ 

Z.  E.  C. MarckTLR,    I«07. 
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•*  Malta,  as  the  means  of  prevcming  the  French  from  obtaiaUifi  possession  of  Egypt,  is  of  infinite  impor- 

**  tancc  to  the  strength  and  security  of  our  chipirc  in  India." Lord  Melville's   Speech,  23d   May, 

I803.  . 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 

'  "War  in  Egypt. It  appears,  from  the 

•tatemcnts  m  the  public  papers^  that  the  d<v 
tachment  of  the  EngUhh  army,  which  took 
possession  of  Aietamhia,  some  tii3ae  ago. 
lias,  by  iin  iufenor  d«taqhiaent,  made  an  at- 
tack upon  Hoselta,  in  wlucli  tlvey  have  not 
only  failed  of  success,  bat  tlie  lives  of  1,400 
men  bave  been  lost,  including  that  of  the 
Major  General  commandiog  the  attack,  :and 
whose  patne,  it  wouy  appear,,  was  Wau- 
CHOP.  — Upon  this  occasiop,  as  upon  that 
<^  every  naval  or  niilitarv  action,  whether 
succeui^l,  or  unsuccessful,  and  whether  we 
^ke  a  part  iii  it  or  nor,  the  practice  of  the 
4aiiy  prints,  aln\ost,  if  not  quite,  all  of  *vhich 
are,  in  effect,  sold  to  one  or  the  other  of  the 
tw'o  factions,  who  are  struggling  for  the 
good  things  of  the  country ;  upon  all  such 
occasions^  the  invariable  practice  of  these 
print*  is  to  begin  tljeir  reraarks  with  some- 
thing in  general  terms,  with  something,  in 
which  most  mei\  may  be  supposed  to  agree, 
•  and  then  to  fall,  without  much  taste  or  art 
in  the  transition,  into  a  contrast  between  the 
late  and  the  present  ministry,  first  imputing 
the  good-  or  tlie  evil,  whicliever  it  may  be, 
to  the  faction  which  it  suits  their  purpose  to 
impute  it  to,  and  never  failing  to  end  with 
reproaches,  mort  or  less  bitter,  against  the 
fection  to  which  the  writer  is  opposed,  the 
whole  thing  bearing,  with  the  exception  of 
the  wit,  ^  strong  resemblance  to  one  of  the 

Lottery  Adveitiseinents  of  Mr.  Bish. 

^ut,  tnough  this  way  of  making  use  of  the 
intelligence  of  important  events  may  guit 
such  writers,,  though  they  may  desire  to  con- 
vert every  thing  to  their  selfish  purposes,  us 
it  becomes  not  to  make  such  use  of  ^ucli  in- 
telligence ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  consider 
what  were  the  causes,  which  led  to  the 
event  in  question,  and   how  the  event  is 

hkely  to  affect  us. Whether  the  capture  I 

of  Alexandria,  and  the  consequent  attack 
upon  Rpsetta,  took  place  in  pursuance  of  or-  j 
ders,  eilher  special  or  general,  of  the  Jate  i 
ministry,  or  whether  they  proceeded  from  1 
the  mere  opinion  and  zeal  of  the  officers  j 
commaoding,  is  of  little  importance.  They 
are  to  be  ascribed,  in  eitlicr  case,  to  the  no- 


: [lOSa 

tion,  so  utrenuously  inculcated  by  Pitt  and 
Dundas  (I  like  to  stick  to  their  old  nair.ts) 
respecting,  firsi,  the  great  importance  of  In- 
dia, and,  next,  the   great  injportanpe    of 
Egypt  to  the  safety  of  Indl^.     The  opinions 
o^iD^undaB,  as  to  this  matter,  have  been  fre- 
quently declared,  iarterms  mo^h  stronger 
than  those  used  in  the  sentence  whiiiii  I  have 
taken  for  my  motto,  and,  as  to  his  frothy 
comrade,-  his  opinions,  tp  the  satiie  effect 
were  given,  particulaHy  upon   the  questipa 
of  tlie  present  war,  in  taritia  so  strong,  and 
in  sentences  so  harthORious,  that  many  oC 
the  senseless  creatures  that  heard  him,  were 
ready  to  cry  fo^  very  joy  that  a  war,  to  cost, 
as  it  was  then  said,  only  twenty  six  milKonS 
a  year,  had  been  undertaken  purely  for  \h» 
sake  of  Malta ! — r-That  India,  as  a  tetrito^ 
rial  possession.  Is  not  only  no  benefit,  but 
that  it  is  an  injury  to  Engk^nd,  1  have  often 
given  ray  reasons  for  believing ;  and,  I  have 
'icteryet  met  wtlh  any  man  able,  or  even 
disposed,  to  controvert  those  reasons.    It  has, 
almost  in  every  case,  happened,  that,  when  I 
have  advanced  an  opinion,  upon  any  subject 
of  national  .importarrce,  that  some  one  or 
other  has  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  com* 
municate  to  me  some  remarks  thereon  5  but^ 
upon  the  subject  of  the  injuriousness  of  a 
territorial  possession  of  India,  no  one  has 
ever' attempted  fo  contradict  mej    and,  I 
shall,  of  course,  reta-n  that  opinion,  until  I 
am  shown,  tliat  Inclia,  held  and  governed  as 
it  now  is,  is  of  some  benefit  to  this  country. 
I  caunot,  for  my  life  discover,  Jiow  ihio  king- 
dom derives  any  strength,  any  poniou  of  its 
means  of  defence  or  of  offence,  any  weight 
in  the  scale  of  nations,  from  the  possession  of 
India ;  while  every  one   must,   I  am   per- 
suaded, clearly  perceive  that,  to  keep  pos- 
session of  India,  V/e  are  compelled  to  draw^ 
largely  from  the  source  of  supply  to  both  ar- 
my and  navy,  and  while  it  is,  1  think,  equal- 
ly  evident,  that  all  the  immeiL'^e  fortunes 
brought  from  India,  as  the  phrase  is,  consist 
of  the  fruit  of  the  land  and  labour  of  Eng- 
land, sucked  up  in  taxcf,  and  o.nvcyed,  by  a 
circuitous  road,   into  the  pockets  of  Indian 
adventurers  and  fpoculalors,  who,  upon  tlieir 
return,  possess  tliciiiselvea  of  the  laa<Js  of 
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tioie  who.l^jwre^  by.cjegr^es,  been.  byJlic  1  ^vjer,  has  app^r^^^nj^propf,  j|tat J  juycfr 
systfrn-cH  tavition,  reduced  to  the  necessii^  '  ^bX  ni  support  pi^  tb|B  .i>QiKip#  tbai  tl^  tr^^fh 
pf  s??iili^  tiii^ir.Lmcl^^  iinfi  of  bec.oawng  tliein  , could,  with  a  connj^^r^ble  fprpe,  ^caclt  j(f]icpa 
seivch, Or  nuiking  jbeir  cbildr^n,  aclvenivirer$  hy  -^inL*  from Eg>'pt ;  and/,  upoa  jthc  sea^o 
or  specqhrorsv    1  wa*stn^:k'wuf\^  pass^ige   ^arerea>d[v'ip  wtct  them,    TTi^f  *il>e)?r^wli 

af<^papaWo.of  wbiiiifirfiij  ^<*rrion$,  nobqifj 


;  in  ,ibe  Luifrceptcd  JcUer^,..  published  spaia 
;  da3C,a^<?  bx  tUc  Frepchr  h  .wa$  In  ii  4w;f iei{ 
.  Vi)der  ibcuan^s  of  qi^  of  thc'^oiu  pfViJ^^ 
,.  Duke  <^(  Tarilawi  ro-^is  brpil^cr^  Lord  Wil-; 

"      "  '       ryjf 
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d, 
of 
curru^tjou^  lioue  is  so  ftrrtiJe  3S  that  of  iudian 
p^irpiiage,-7-r--^bis  is  my  view  of  tbe  mat-'i 
-ter|  a^od,  upoj>  this  yie^y  of  it,  I  have  before 
e:>jpribii.sed,  nrnl  now  express,  my  opiiiiow, 
t^^il^eK'rriiofiai  possession  of  India  is  '\a- 
jurio^s  l()  lyigiuad, .  is  3  caiise  of  domeslic 
./?ppr^i^sio^>,  jnxfiiy ,  dejbfiiuliery,  und  poUitcal 
cu^nipijon^  teod^  to  weaken  her  strength 
^and  to  ievvcn  her  consequeiice  pnioingst  ihe* 
ja;it«)ns  of  the  world  >  and^  of  course,  is  one 
of  the..ohfjiiicle»  iu  tbe  \va^'  of  bei"  rcstoraiioR 
\q  her  fornuT  s^te  ujt'  bappiueis  jind  of  glo- 
fi'X'T" — ^\'^^*  suppoiiing,  for  argqttient*8  i^ke, 
jjie  ternti|rial  |>A;j>se.^5iojo  of  India  to  be  uscfuJ 
jjajpiigland  ({  make  use  of  the  wovd  £n$riand 
.b^'^^^se  I  like  prif  2<.wi(  betfer  than  tighi, 
l^%d  biecausei  1  de^ipisc  tbe  poverty  of  mii;d 
^L^  (^)uU{,  yJlwiti  $,  change  was  to  take  place, 
^i^p^jX  liotbing  hut  a  Ioi)g  phrase  w he leby 
^tQ  denouiiuaie  a  kiogdwi) ;  fiiipposmg  thv$ 
\lR9^5^^^*»M''^'^^^.^'^^^"l^^  Enginiid,  andsup- 
dKPH'^ff'  ^'bicli  i%  going  very  tiar  indcedj,that 
f)  i<5iV-^^**J  ?^  ^  act^t  defiance  all  calcula- 
fJLQi^sptiCQg:  I  supposing,  in  eJiortj,  tbat  the 
4cr f'^tqj^'^}^  ^x^'^session  ,ot  J^^ja  \a  juhotntcfy 
^cf^^/^  Co  tb<$  eliKtencc  yf  Eugbnd  as  ap 
jJi^dcpeut^Hit  Jja^lon;  s}iil,rar>i  .of  Opjuioiv, 

^^/^jstanccs.|h^t,  q.i9;^e^n4X^er(^t  a  v^yij^jp 


^iitjohn  BoAwlef  anid^^,5a)ew  MjU^iipw.,^- 
tempt  to  deay.  ,  t  jim^-lioj;,^^    .ttot;j|i^T 
ti.auld  be, afraid  to  epiXruUljer  ^(j  4?'C^t'^;-C)f 
,Ar;abi5;.  bill,  I^n^  a»  Sure  aln^osLa*  l^qij^i 
ai^y  thiiig, iha|L .{hey  never  could. oiarcb,  giro 
thein.a  centqry  to  do  it  ijQ,  forty  th^Ujugsd 
Ml«SP,it4XwliP-.,,Jla  4>ort^,ft  aupqtrA.jtp  tb^, 
thai  nothing  coald  be  more  aflva^^{^ep«^.  Xp 
England  than  an  atterapti  a  serious  ,^ttejiipr. 
On  the  part  of  Fran/pei  ^o  marcl^  ao  arn^y  -k> 
Hii)dostau.     Tliat  army  w^^^U  b^  ^o  n)ix*^ 
better  employed  in;  the  garrj.sQos  of  £0^ 
andjn  the  difeiif rt^  of  ^rabi.%  than,  ^PPP  ^S^ 
borders  of  the  Balti^;  or  iu  lif  Wif  ft  of  1m|- 
land,   that  it  seems  tp  ^e  d(>^p]rra(|t,  m^ 
ness  to  cDdeavbur  to  obstWcf ,  threin^  .m  tWr 
oriental  jenierprizea.     Would  ,to  {tip4  ^f^y 
were  ail  in  Egypt  or  ip  JnAi^or  apy  \^Bc«e 
else  thfin  upon  the  coasf^pf  ptoHani'lFJ^jj- 
ders,  and  f  ranee !  BiU^  oj»r  woe  lijenj,  jpip* 
ceedjng,  .with  scrupulom  exac^ness^    up^ 
th^  notions  of  Pitt  aiwi  Di3inda$'p,,je?p^'^t^- 
ious  to  bring  back  tbe  Fren9h  arroi^  ai|  p«ir 
to  our  own  coastft  as  possible}  aG(4«:Jflb* 
comtnanders  in    the   jMedlterraoealn   1^35^, 
though  without  special  orders,  acred' upoo 
those  principles,  who  can  reasonably  ^i^p 
them  I  —  As  to  the  execuiion  oif  tie.  .^an, 
ifp/an  it  \yas,  for  invading  Egypt,  it  ts.aext 
to  impossible  that  any  thing  can,  as  yet,  1^ 
accurately  known  in    England  j'  arhd*  i^fi 
should  be  vei^-sldw  indeed  to  condemrVjip 
undertaking  vhich  has  foiled,  and  whM^k» 
had  it  uicceeded,  they  would  lLa>:i^  F^^ 
full  as  much  as  .they  did  the,eTUerprizej^ 
BirHome  Popham.    The  fcfi^jcipeJjiaWy'gf 
7nett,  is  to  be  deeply  dcplorcfd  j  ioryOJtl^^fi;^ 
«ervice  m.ght  nottlw  l,40Q  men,  lost -a^llg- 
s(^ia,  have  bee^u  iu  cultivating  tho  fojljCffXp 
defcndiug  the  chores  of  ^ngli(bd  I  J^i^  t^ 
loss  is  one 
muU  the  m 
fully  due  tc 
ne(.\jssar)'  t 
cegsary  19  I 
fie,  cOiUpai 
tai()ed  in  c( 
if  tl^e  pros 
f  for  it  isfoi 
dia4Jirn}0st 
ral  W^ti^^' 
will  tftllfts 
il^citter^^f 
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rally  ^ed  to  sdspect,  that  General  Wauchop  j  severed   in;  or,*  that  taxation  ■^111  go  on, 
had  hot  had  the  good 'fortune  to  serve  much  |  unfirihe  whoU  6f  mferi*s  propefty  Is  taken 

bjr  thi'ktate  ?  By  the  sch^^afe  of*  Lord  Henry 


urider  the  immediate  command  of  oar  illds- 
fribus  Captain  Qeneraj,  tlie  Dqke  Of  YoA ; 
fbr,  rf  he  had  tak<Si  a*  leisop  i)t  two  frditi 
Iiim,  he,  ih  Ml  huiiiJ^ti  pfob^bility /Would 
■not  have  hfeeii  kflK^.  A  random,  or  ^xcefed-* 
inglv  swift/shot,  a^ftnst  whfeh  ho  foresight 
coiild  possibly  barte  guarded,^  mtght,  Irtdeed; 
have  caught  htm  ;  but,  such,  is  rfty  opinion, 
fn  comhion  With  tliat  of  peopte  rn  genefal,* 
t)f  thfe  circuirispection  of  the  royil  command-- 
<jr,  that  r  am  perstiaded  rhat  a  very  few  oj* 
his  lessonf,  woidd  have  enabled  General 
Wauchop  so  to  conduct  his  attack  afs  to 
hav^  $!epf  the  next  night  in  a  whole  skin. 

'  CoNTii^ENTXt  AYah. In  rtiy  l^st,   I 

i;Mve  it  als  my  opinion,  that  a  peace  would, 
"Befbrejbnff,   hwe  concluded  between  Napo- 
leon M^d  the  kings  of  th^  North  of  Europe, 
pbWiig,   in  all  probabfliiy,  a  Buonaparte  at 
the  head  of  the  Pqhsh  government,  restor- 
ihg  the  king  of  Prussia  to  his  dilapidated 
throne  jit  B^rKn,  and  obtaining  from  Russia 
ionrething  that  wotild  cramp  her  both  to- 
wards'the  Smith  of  Europi  and  towards 
TaVkey.     I  J^houid  not  be  surprized  if  cer- 
iam  fiivonrite   maritime  arrangements  were 
to  take  place;  attd,  should  this  take  place, 
ddr  situation  will,  a^  Lbrd  Castlereagh  call- 
<id  it,  be  **  xi\Xh€t  unsatisfactory '*   though 
It  must  be  Confessed,  that  there  is  some 
difficuly-  rrt   imagining  how  it  could  be  ren- 
detttd  more  unsatisfactory  than  Tt  now  is. 
■    '■  'I  believe  I'  have  said  a  thousand  limes, 
but  I  cannot  refrairt  from  saying  once  more, 
that,  I  am  firmly  fixed  in  the  opinion,  that 
tfie  French    Emperor    never  medlt;!ted   a 
-inarch  to  the  Ehine  with   more'  seriousriess 
and  detenriination  than  he  meditates  the 
itivs^ion  of  Ert^ati^  or  Ireland.     It  would 
bedowriright  foHy,  it  would  be  tttfa4uation 
.  tinjiarralleled,  'tb  *iitippoiie,    that,    having 
^btiquered  ajl  the  V^fstf  of  Europe,   he  wbtifd 
leave  this  kingdom  untried;  especially  when 
live  reflect,  that  War;  in  one  directloil  or 
another,  appears  necessary  to  the  firmly  es- 
tablish ing  of  the  new  Order  of  things  in 
France.     Well,  then,  supposing  him  to  be 
"benf  np^d  this  invasion,  be  will  assuredly 
bonsetit  t6  no  peace  with  Us,   wtiich  shall 
^bt;  1h  bis  opihiod  tend  to  hasten  the  oc- 
ebthpi'T^hmeht  o^  his  deslg^n  more  than  tt 
Vprfld.  be  hasttoed  by  war.    So  that,  we 
\avk  to  I^^ok'  fbrward  to  suck  a  peace, .  or  to  a 
Brtjj'  cbfttino^titrti  of  the  war;    in  whicK 
latter  tafej  (ijtheire  ^iy  one  weak  enoil^ 


ib  'i^ipdse','  that  ^tne  rfldldU  <Aat^^Hi 
wr  tntetel  s^tem  mti^  liot  tal^'•|Srbe? 
\i  tBer^  tidy  oi»e  wh^i  itoag;tne^,  thar  (h^ 


mty,    a(  sfop  was  td  be  put   t6  the  fh- 
crease  of '  wxation,  for  three  years  21^' le^sl; 


biit^    th^n;'  the    war-taxes  '  were  "Vo  it© 

mortgaged;   and,   of  course,  <k)ntinufe|Cf  Wf-^ 

terthe  war  wasovc^,  Irl  tlii'ect  bfea'ch  bf 

pfbmise,  and  also,   fn 'direct  bteach-  of'tl^ft 

imj^lfed  nief<nnig'of  the  fews,'  bjr  whicfh  bor 

worthy  and  fahhful  repres^ntatitres  ittipbsed 

those  ta^es  tipon  a».     What  thfe '  jpresent 

minf$6eis  c        ' 

not;  but, 

if  they  do 

Way  of  te^ 

sure;  the  i 

make  pe6p 

if  the  Wai 

levied,  am 

creases,  tb 

me!aus  mat 

certain  dei 

of  such   tj 

Time  work 

French  wo 

lives,  we  1 

tinue  the  ' 

enemy  are 

appears  to 

making  sue 

ed  upon  to  mate,  without  a  great  redm!- 
t'ron  of  expense ;  and,  iii'  this  redoctltm.  we 
should  ceiiainly  ^e^f/iwith  th^  sitiemte  places 
und' pensions,'  the  whofe  bf  which,  rtotts^l 
merited  for  real  national  Services,  shddld  bo 
lopped  off  at  bixce.^-'' — And,-  whfen  I  talk 
of  sirteciTTes  andpensit^iw^  Ido  not  eohlii:)^ 
mj^selF  merelj^  to  what  is  called  tha'^pladaf 
arid'  pension  Rst,  bdt-  eictend  'my  vicv^  to 
the  sinecure  nnd  pension-list  'of  the  FMsi^ 
India  Company,  to  ihkX  of  O^t  Colonies,  10 
that  of  the  conrts  of  tdiv,  arid  ^eVendl 
Others,  tf/fof  which  sinecures  and  perrsloirf 
arepatd  hy  the  people  cf  this  antninf  .^--'^ 
The  anriy  and  navy  corttrdcts  is  the  n^t 
branch;  the  barrabk  department  (the  neitt; 
and  the  enormous  sums  paid  oilt  of  i^ 
army  and  navy  money  to  persoqs  who  |>ei?- 
form  littleoriioservice.—: ^— BtJt;  hoWistHk  ^ 
to  be  accomplished  ?  '  Restore  *  the  law  ^ 
excluding  placemen  and  pensiohrrs  Jront  iH^ 
Houtt  tf  Commons t  arid  fheyh'oTe  m\W^ 
accomplished  in  a  yeai'.  thn  h  thip  ^6t  W 
al!  th(y«fl';  ^hi^:  afidtbisalorift  it'ls  «*A 
fenders  our  situdtfod  dangerous  y  dnd,  'ff'^lk 
te  really  trde,  aSi  ibthis^^pa^^bus  j>ret^et<a^'tt 
etpect;  'that  tile  'tfo-pbprf)^  iM\ifef^^m 
^out  to  iritVodvteis*iii  b?Ii  W'*e»toVi«^^^^fl4 
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t^pn,  th«ii:  rivals  excepted,  -tthicb  rivjJs 
tj*ey  iwould^  however,  render  ijoippletely 
iivunbi  tbr,  tb^  ol^ct  beuag  removed,  the 
kiruggle  would  cea^e,  a^  a  matter  of  course. 
I'hejsrfect  of  <uch  a  measure  would  be 
li^onisUing.  .The., House  of  Commons 
^rould  be.aj  du!!  as  a.  GUiaker'a  Meetjn^c^ 
3;here>voald  be  no  discttssion,  pcept  such 
as  related  to  matters  of  real  importance, 
yhercwiould  be  no  fixed  /days  for  dehaling, 
us  it  is  called.  There  would  be  no  sueeches 
o£  three  hours  longj  ai>d,  oh!  , dreadful 
thought,  there  would  be  no  Treastirv 
jBetick !  No  secure  rampart  behind  which 
tor  the -place  hunting  crew  to  shelter  Uiem- 
^Ives,  thence  to  vomit  their  nauseous  ap- 
piau^ei  .pf  the  mmister  of  the  day.  The 
^iiiistw  would  then  have  tlrao  to  tliink  of 
o)at.t<|r^  appertaitiingto  their  offices,  and 
•jfc'Oiild  no  longer  be  coppefled  to  study 
speeches,  as  lawyers  dp  previous  to  their 

fpiug  into  Qo^urt  with  their  briefs.  The 
iog^wight,,  ^R  he  pnghl,,  change  his  ser- 
Ya^^is-whq^lie; pleased,  without  any  com- 
Riotion  iu^  the,  IJouse  of  pqmmoqs,  who 
baveao  ijaere  bueiness  with  such  changes 
than  the  d^atieris  of  tlie  Whig  Club  or  the 
J^oi^tebaqks  <ff  Bartholomew  Fair  have. 
i-.:^-TW8.  would  be  the  way  to  begin  to 
fight  France  J  but,  lam  much  afraiiC  that 
tWs  n>ethod  will  not  be  adopted,  until  It  be 
too  Ipte. 

The  Expedition. ^Those  who  recol- 

^^ct  the  faie  of  the  Pitt  andDundas  expedi- 
U#hs  inay,  perhaps,  anticipate  -  no  very  fa- 
vour able  cy  cut  with  respect  to  the  one  now- 
fitting  pvit.  Pitt  had  an  opinion,  that  it 
^js  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  his 
power  '^o  ^®  always  doing  something, 
H^nie  the  catamaran  and  car  projects. 
*'  Ai(th€  ^he  dust  Jly^'*  seemed  to  be  his 
ipaxim ;  and,  if  it  did  no  other  good,  it 
would,  'for  a  while,  at  least,  help  to  blind 

the  people.: ^But,  "  whither,  in  all  the 

"  wide  world,  can  this  expedition  be  go- 
*'  *"§  ^"  **  ^*^  Holland,**  say  some ;  and, 
if  tfo,  we  may,  indeed,  bid  our  dear 
friends,  the  Hanoverians,  farewell.  What, 
another  Helder!  No.  Our  great  .Captain 
'General  is  not  going  with  them  5  who, 
therefore,  sl^all  answer  that  a  man  of  our 
own  countrymen  will  escape?  The  fact  is, 
tiowever,  I  believe,  that  the  expedition  is 
going,  to  some  part  ©r  01  her  of  the  Baltic, 
to  aid,  as  the  Courier  has  it,  *'  our  brave 
*'  atiies  in  the  deliverance  of  Europe,'' 
Why,,  aye  -,  thi?  was  precisely  the  way  of 
Pitt  J  and  those,  who,  like  Sir  Henry  Mild- 
may,  are' resolved  to  suppoi-t  men  who  walk 
in  the  footsteps^of  Pitt,  may  very  consistent- 
ly flppreve  of  this  enterprize  j  for,  I  will 
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venture  to  predict,  that  it;  will  -tend  to  the 
deliyeiauce  of  Europe  in  just  theisame  wav 
that  Pitt's  expeditions  did-— -One  good^ 
however,    it  will  certainly    produce,  if  m 
land'mg^    and    a    real  battle  be  the  con* 
sequence  >    and,   that  is^  it  will   give  ihQ 
Hanoverians,    who  must  pray  £9^  it  daj^ 
and  night,  a  fair  opportunity  of  beating  thosp 
cru^l  ruflSans,  the  French,  and  punishing 
them  for  having  siezed  upon  that  terrestri^ 
paradise,  Hanover,  and  taking  away  all  tho 
ivords  and  gjuns  .and  c^riages  and  horses, 
whereunto  they  would  have  added  plattf  had 
not  this  latter  article  been  saved  by  the  *  oa- 
summate  valour  and  skill  of  his  Koyal  Higb^ 
ness,  the  I^uke  of  Cambridge^  wto,  as  tbo 
newspapers  told  us,  got  off  with  it  at  tfc^ 
hazard  of  his  life,  a  life  fortunately  pre- 
served  for  taking  a  staff  command  for.  the 
purpoKO  of  defending  this  country  !    ,0U, 
the  vOlauis!  The  plate  too!  Thej^. would 
oerlainly  hav^  taken  it.    The  Hanov«ria» 
plate,  silver  horse  and  all !  1  shudder  dowu 
to  my  very  shoes  when  I  think  of  it  I  It 
must  be  a  great  comfort  to  tlie  "  loyal  peo- 
ple of  Hanover,"  who  were  subdued  without 
having  time  to  fire  a  shot  at  the  enemy,  to 
reflect  that  the  plate  is  safe.*       To  return 
from  a  digression  into  which  I  have  be^n  led 
by  my  feelings  of  indignation  agalpst.ttp 
French,  and.  of  admiration  of  the  valour  and 
skill  of  the  saviour  of  the  plate,  I  have  suf- 
fered, in  common  with  many  others,  most 
terrible  anxiety  for  the  safety,  that    is  to 
say,  the  safe  passage^  of  our  Hanoverian 

friends. ^To  day  the  newspapers  tell  ma 

that  the  German  Legion  are  embarked ;  |jk» 
morrow  tliey  tell  me  that  they  are  disem- 
barked. Now  they  are  at  Margate,;  now 
back  at  Portsmouth  ;  now  they  are  heaving 
anchor,  and  now  they  are  moored  agaia. 
These  newspapers  are  my  tormentors !  Tlie 
men  who  conduct  them  seem  to  have  form- 
ed a  conspiracy  againi>t  my  peace  of  mind. 
Scarcely  have  1  read,  that  the  "gallant 
"  German  Legion,"  Roman  CathoUc  as 
well  as  Protestant,  are  safe  on  board,  btH 
the  wind  sh'ifs  round  to  the  r^orth  flast  j(  9^ 
if  the  wind  should  be  fair,  I  am  uA^,  ihdH 
some  obstacle  of  another  sort  has  taken 
place.  In  short,  I  hav«  been  so  long  ke^ 
in  suspence,  and  so  often  disappointed,  thai 
I  really  begin  to  despair  of  ever  seeing  these 
heroes  actually  sail  away,  until  the  war  \$ 
over.  What  I  want  to  see,  is,  these  Hano- 
verians placed  down  upon  the  saihe  grgniwl 
with  iho  French,  and  within  bayonetlen^ 
of  them.  I  am  quite  willing  to  fort?gQ  thi^ 
pleasure  of  hearing  them  sin^  psalms  ^ 
battalioi,  and  also  afl  my  share"  of  the  se- 
curity which  tliis  kingdom  derivcfs   fi^ 
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fheif  prMcnce.  I  >vant  to  iee  them  mea- 
Aire  swords  with  the  French,  and  I  have 
not  the^least  &0[\\)t  but  we  shall  soon  hear  a 
good  account  of  them.     "^    "  "      ' 

'  Catholic  Bill. — ^W^nt  of  room  com- 
peted me  to  be,  in  my  last  (p.  1O40),  more 
siiort  in  it\j  notice  of  M.  P.'s  leuer  than  1  « 
\vas  iiicTined  to  be.  It  must  be  observed, 
tliat,  in  objecting  fo  this  bill  upon  the  score 
of  viilitary  cmd  naval  discipline,  the  ground 
hns  been  completely  changed.  We  have 
heretofore  heard  of  dangers  to  the  Church, 
and  of  som5  undefined  danger  to  the  consti- 
tution, which  latter  M.  P.  does  not  appear 
to  regard  as  in  any  danger  at  a\\  from  the 
BproSgh  syfilem.  Thxs  danger  as  to  disclp^ 
line  is  ati  aft^r  thought ;  and,  though  there 
IS  something  more  of  plausibility  in  it  than 
.  in  the  base  and  hypocritical  cry  of  ''  uo- 
*'  popery,"  It  Will  not,  I  think,  be  found, 

upon  examination,  to  be  more  solid. 

M.  p.  chooses  to  suppose,  that,  if  the  bill 
Ijad  passed,  there  would  soon  be  a  popish 
priest  on  b6ard  of  every  ship  of  war  in  our 
service,  though  the  bill  sanctions  no  such 
establishrnent.  But,  the  priest  would,  he 
iays,  at  fitst,  creep  into  the  ship  in  the  ctia- 
racter  of  a  common  sailor.    No'X',* before  we 

f proceed  any  further,  let   me  ask  this  gen- 
leman,    ivhether  he  cm    be    serious    in 
Supposing,  that  there  is  one  popish  priest 
in  the  whole  world,  who  would  set  out  on 
siifch  an  etiterprize  ?     Having  entered  as  a 
kailor,  he  would,  without  a  minute's  delay, 
be  compelled  to  pull   the  ropes,  to  begin 
to  creep  aloft,  to  swab  the  deck,  alternntel}' 
to  sleep  in  a  hammock  and  pass  his  night 
liours  upon  d^ck,  though  it  should  be  ne- 
cessary to  tie  him  to  the  timbers  to  prevent 
the;  sea  from  washing  him  over-board.   This 
\VOuld  be  his  regular  coni'se  of  life.    This 
he   must  do,    receiving  occasionally   some 
gbod   sound  stripes  from   the  Boatswain's 
itlate  to  make  him  w^ke  and  move  with 
'alertness.     Does  any  one    imngine  that  a 
mpnth^s  di'scrpline  of  this  sort  would  dispose 
"liii  mind  to  an  open  trial  of  his  iriflncnce 
against  the  power  of  the  captnin  of  -.he  ship  ? 
^6.    'Thik  idea  of  a  popish  priest  stealing 
'Into  a  ship  in  the  character  of  a  co.mmon  . 
'sailor  Fs  loo  absurd  to  reason  agairvit.    To 
Tiajfc  conceived  such  an  Idea  my  corrcspnn- 
fdent  must  have  totally  lost  sight  oftthe  sirua- 
'iibil  pf  a  common  sailor  and  of  the  sort  of 
j^wer  that  is  0)cercised  over  him. But^ 


X*  have 'heard  U  reniprked,  ^  if  once  you 
5^^  ^tve  "ihe  sailof  the  power  of  snying, 
y  J  won't,  ta  his  comrriander,  di<;dpline  is 


^tfc 


^  m^titx  end.**  True,  but  with  UmUatkms; 
"jSr^TJctaus^  i  sailor  wonUf  ccrfanily  say 
^^rwbtni^if  his  offl&r^wcrii^to  order  ffim  ^ 


[\6^ 

to  jump  over-board,  or' to  e^t  pUch,  or  ttf 

cut  off  his    mef?<smat*e's  tibse,    would  ybti; 

therefore,    contend  that,    in  such  Jl  cas^f, 

discipline  would  be  at  ah  enti  ?     WeH;'  then', 

if  the  bill  bad  passed,    an   officer  Would 

no  more  have  thodght  of  brderihg  a  pnpil* 

to  comfe  lip  Kb  pT'otfestant  prayers,  thari  hfe 

would  have  thought' of  order  ing^^hriim  todb 

any  of  these  things  5  and,  therefore,  if  the 

**  IwonY*  ^vas  ever  uttered,  it  would  bb 

entirely  the  fault  of  the  cominMider,  and 

not  the  fault  of  the  bill  j  and,  olwen^e,  too, 

that  it  Would  be  a  fault  which  could  hoti 

even  by  possibility,  arise  from"  any  motive 

connected  with  the  service  cf  the  ship,  of 

the  happiness  or  convenience  of  any  persoff 

on  board.    *'  Two  commstndiri^  bffic>r^  i'rt 

every  sliig  J**  my  corresptJitdent  neVer  'caii 

be  serious.     It  Is  qtfite  iricredible,  that  he 

should    believe    ft    possible    for  ^'  popish 

priest,    in     the    character   b5f' a   cpjiimon 

5 a- lor,    daily  liable  to  be  floggted  by  order 

of  the  captain,    to  become   the  captjrm'ii 

rival  in  power.     Poor  soul !  He  would  soon 

find,    that  he  had  far  other  matter^  thaii 

those  of  the  mass  to  attend  t6.;"  fe  hsilst  be- 

of  the  age  of  twenty  6ne  before  he  could  ba 

a  priest.     At'  best  he  would  be  a  lubbir  txx 

board  ship,   and,   never  having  been  used 

to  labour  or  hardship,  the  diances  are  that 

fre  would  not   live  a  foftuight  - — -^t\  ihe 
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y^u  fuvl  ftQt  tbeiverj  fr0r£^,  ip4Qfd>  in  the 
sevoral  addi^ess69$,9jid^I^eche$  of  the  roiDU- 
torjal  caii4idat(H>  ,and  i»^  the  sorkcrai  ^d- 
(ioetses  of.  <x>rp0raMoi>9:443d  cpiiotU^tf^;  a{)4<  of 
tlwilergyj  bi^^,  do  jy^qa  ^ot  Upd^.  Ui,  ail 
of  <  iHe^n, ,  I  w Wiout  :  one .  .excepdoju  words 
^bcch  QQOVQy  tiie  same  meanmg^Po  yiju 
n^Ai^d  tb^SKi  all  contain  eitiifu*  ^xpre&^ioi^s 
oCMta^luiaent  to  tbe  prcte^lanf  fliurck^  pr  of 
gfittitiide  to  ibo  t^iog  )^or  hia  firn9iiOe$s  .in  prcf< 

T^!Rfy  do  you  not  fipd  the  same  sentimeor» 
cU^lyfOnreyed  in  t)ie  Speech  of  the  Lprds 
CJbminiseiQnerft,  ^ta^ing  the  ground^  upon 
>^di  Iba  p^irliana^t  ^Kas  dissqlyed  ?  l^t 
iti.ftQt  i^vfajdjL.  tii^n».<bat  the.^ry^has  nqt 
]>«€0  jfet'jufi^  i^nd^iif  it,  has  not  becopie 
jt;rfyaAr|}|>  if  it;  blip  failed  of  siicces^^  if  it 
iuuif  to  Ufe.'the  wpr44  pf  lyir.  PawH^-s,  been 
•«  drp^ned  in.ji^ecry:.Q.f7»^  f^culqlion"  let 
tbo  gQP(j|  ijeP9i^(4>^  ibe  jteopIeV  and  pot  th^ 
S^ood  intpniiiptMaif  Mi0  out.<cryej:f,.bp  thanked 
f<K  4t.  "-rr-r  My  iporf^^pondent,  boycFer, 
f^uplQ^  ijtQt, 50  juiiify  tb^  opt-cry*  boweyec 
i4y^»:J4j  ufedi>>j  t^  nwistfy  lor  the  purpose 
o^j  i|i^^9ncii>g  elec^ops  and  securing  a  ma^ 
jo|ity,:ii^npafTia«»ent,  aad,  of  ccAirse,  their 
cfi|HkH3¥^(»<^  in. office  "  Tfie  naiifre  i^ 
^^.'iiifgSyf  he  s^yt >  "  requires  this  ^  they 
^'  ^\isj  i^Q/sX9pi  in  />ri)Cttri/?^  a.^^orltv  m. 
".  pjir^am^Dt/!  This  is  plafp  ^pe^^li;^;  but^ 
i(  tUU  .^  (|ie  c^e,  yvbai  18  becon)e  of  that 
<j^if/j<^44»w^  -tf  w{ucn  we  b^yp  boasted  sp 
QHii^  apd  ^bjph  w^are  callei^rupon  to  s^ed 
ouf:,biQ^[tQ  present ?^ ''  U  tbis'be  the case» 
tiv3  House  <>t  .(^(li^ops  is  not  the  people  s^ 
butthaVlf^/W^r^V.  "Ihere  remains  but  ope 
tbing,f)c£uu.ing>  and  that  is,  tbe  open  avowal 
of  t this  doct/in§-*m  the  Hquse  itself 

[  'T«R  ,^^A^lffLliiG    Fajctions. The 

]^j(pruAUg,^hroiucle^,  which  is' reajly  fast  he- 
<?wnPWgia  *./  j«M;obipicaUpd Jevelliug"  journal, 
jM^/exppsffd.^no^ber  pretty  decent  trans- 
kct;io«,.  \Yhi«b'i^ehti;i;les  **  M^.  CAi^NfKo's 
'.foJAP./'— "I  V)aU  insert  JX  ivi^t  a«  1  iind 
ft,.>  -wifb  ,tbi$  oi^e,  previous   6)>strrVf^tion, 


r 

e 
*'  nvhich  brought  him  two  thousand  per  an- 
^'  num.  No  answer  whatever  has  bsen 
I*  made  to  this  statement  j  no  apology  even 


".  has  bej^  offered  for  J^^d  AtiJojiii'eJi^'c^b-. 
*'  duq(.  Thcjjew  men4  h\^  ,<^m^\iej^f^^. 
••  glad  to  let  the  subjept  3lon^,'iii  h(^Rf,i ;! j)f. . 
" ,  fteqing  it  dropped ;  and  the  gainer^  by  w*. 
"  job,  ^r»|Eobert  Ward  himself,  has  not  a, 
"  word.fo  say.  The  truth  of  our  assert jpa. 
*'  is  aciniitted-i  and  Mr.  Ward,  or  rather  hi». 
'*  wife,  holds,  the  pension.  This,  indeed,. 
"  i<s  oue  of  th^Decvjliar  features  of  the  case. 
*'  When  a  dip)o*naiic  man,  who  had  louj, 
^'  8ef:»ed  tl^e  country,  liad  gwwng^ey  In  tins 
"  service,  was  oljUged.to  re'ure,  IneprdCtic^ 
*f  was,  to  grant  him  a  pei\skju  for  his  Ufe; 
*^  this  annuity  to  cease  when  h^  should  again^ 
'^  beeniplqyed.  For  tlic  first  time,  Lordl , 
'^  Mulgnave  broke  ijuouglf  t^bis  ruje,  ancl^ 
'[  granted  th0  pen>ioi)  Co  Mr.  W^ard'^ 
"  WIFE,  Lady  Mul^rave's  iw/<r/  ^to  ceas^, 
"  we  prpsume,  as  soon  .as  her  hu.st)ap4 
'f  should  be  ag^ip  erjiplpyed;  l^iit  not^  lo 
*'  terminate. witb  his  lliej  or  to  be  oJ\ctfd . 
*'  Jy  Am  creditors i  and  |his.  pensipu  "X<>rct 
"  Mulgraye  granted,  because  Mr,  War<i 
"  |)ad  been  Under  Secretary /^r  Us,s  than  a, . 
*'  year,  find  received  about  itTWO  for .  thix 
'*  s^Ue!  We  cannot  imagine  any  thi'^g 
'^  worse  than  this.  It  has  onjy  one  me^ fi-r-i 
"  it  is  an  open,  downright,  plaip  jofj\^  '}% 
"  does  npt  deceive  the  public  for  a  mbin^nt* 
"  It  oafliUQt  escapee  pb-Hyvation,  likpt^Sin^ 
*'  Henry  Mildmav's,.'nQr  is  it  susceptilne  of 
''  paljiatjop,  when  dis^'overed-  According-j 
'*  ]y  no  attempt  is  made  to  vindicate  it  ^ 
**  and  the  only  hopes  of  the  accused  jparties 
"  seem  to  cppsist  ip  the  possibility  of  >.sca- 
*f  ping  Ot^jse  and  public  %pai:pe..by  allowing 
"judgment  to  go  by  default.- — j-T^iejubto 
"  which  we  shall  now  direct  ib^  ^tt^tioii 
"  of  the  publip,  U  alsp  ip  tbe  foreign  (Jf^ 
"  £ce>  thoL^h  we  admjt,.  t()at  it  is  not  ]so 
'*  bad  a  one  as  tbe  former.  We  sincerelr. 
*'  lameiJt  tbe  degradation  to  which  ^r.  Can- 
*'  ning  Ixas  submitted,  Jyrjoining  sii^cb'cplj 
"  leagues  ^s  Lord  Mulgraye.  We  ^re  sir- 
"^  ry  to  see  him.  in  some  degre^,  follow- 
"  Ing  their  footsteps^  aad  pro^idiDig  for  hi« 
*'  friepd^,  or  the  friends  of  his  party,  unfair*. 
'^  Jy,^  when  no  legitimate  channel  of  pre^cff 
'^,ment  happens  to  be  open.  We  paitjca* 
"  larJy  allude  to  the  following  circumstance. 

'{  -.SirArthi 

'"  Pprte  as  Epv( 
",  jer  Plepippter 
''^«uch  ah  appo 
^'/vntpt^  when 
''  the,|*ort^,  wi 
'fofij^ipn,,  $u« 
"  >^s  prqyer^  ^1 
VfjPiy  i^bject-pr 
;(i'.^?ed.tlie,| 
^^  antj -jacobin  ! 

; :        '     -  •.  -I  i* 
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"  tary  (o  i t-^Dot  ;i3  secretary  of  legation ,•  but 
"  ^i  giecretary  trf  etabassy.  Mr.  Bartboio- 
'^  tti&w  Prerc,  ve  assert,  has  been  Appointed 
*^  secretary  of  embassy  to  a  legation,  hi 
**^  t^  same  liinnner  Mr.  A*Co^irt,  son  of  Sir 
*^"  W.  A*Conrt  (nifember  tor  Heytcsbiiry  in 
■''Ih'e  fast  parliaineut)  has  been  appointed 
*^  by  My.  Canutng  secretary  of  embassy  to 
•'  L(iCitfem1)foke's 'mission,  ahhongh  thtit 
•*"  noWe  lord  is  only  envoy  and  plenrpoten- 
•*•  Uary,— — Kow  sacli  ot'onr  readers  as  are 
**  n<>t  versed  in  c&ese  matters,  wril  probably 
**'  demand,  what  is  the  rfi^ence  between 
***  a  secretary  of  embassy  and  a  lectetayy  of 
"•f  Wation  ?  We  shall  briefly  mention  this 
^^  (lifference.  X  secretary  of  embassy  h^ 
"^^  j^l^XX)  a  year;  a  secretary  of  legatron 
'^  has  only  ^^500;  a  secretary  of  embassy 
**  h^s  the  rank  of  minister  plenipotentiary  ; 
*^  i  ^retaryof  lection  has  only  the  rank 
-•^  of  charje  d*aftaifes.  The  ditference, 
♦•'  then,  is  very  material,  both  in  Tank 
*^''aucL  j)ay,.  between  the  two  appointments. 
**  *riife  absurdity  iii  ferms  of  appointing  se- 
*•'' <;fdtaries  of  embassy,  to  men?  Jejj^ati^ns, 
'^  We,  shonld  hlive  thought'  Mr.  Canning 
*^1ik61/  to  feel,  csven  if  iio  other  argnment 
**  kid  existed  against  it.  Bnt  the  gross  ini- 
*'  position  upon  ther  public.  x>f  creating,  of 
^\  9iahufa<*i«ring  office^f,  wtih  ranlc  of  pz^y, 
-•'  met^ly  because  rto'  pUe^r^ere  vacaat  at 
'^  the*  time  for  two  friends  of  the  party,  is 
''  too  glaiing  tb  escape  notice.  Those  tu'o 
''*•  eeiJtleiYien  Ivave  been  complimented  with 
**  higti  rank  and  lafge  pay,  not  because 
^''th6re  were  places  vacant  and  men  were 
•*  wanted  to  ill  fheni  j  bitt  because  there 
^"^  were  two  frietids  of  Mr.  Canning  and  his 
*'  corteagaes  who  wanted  to  fill  certain 
'*placteB.i— With  the  rterits  of  these  geu- 
<^  tleftoen  Wfthave  nothing  to  do.  We  be- 
^  T\ev6  »tbem^  hoWeter;.  W  be  oldund  fehh- 
'**f\xlsetirants  of  the  public.  Weremem- 
**;  iifer';  hid^Nsd,  that  the  condnct  of  Mr.  B. 
*'  Prer^.  at  MadHd,  was  a  wibject  of  deep 
^5  jreferetyitk  ail  who  valued  the  best  inte- 
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tFran^ling  Facthm.  Z^9^ 

"  friend*8  brother,  an  j  fe^r  the  «on  of  "Sii*  * 
•'  W.  A-Cmm*  WHO  HAD  Cn^fiN:  Ul^" 
*'  HIS  SEAT    IN    PAfcLlAMfiNT   ^O 
"  LORD  FH  ZHAURIS,  the  h^wUodi^J 
•'  Secretary.    This  wjb  the  *rigm  of'i^ 
"  job  whieh  has  ju*!  been  exposed    Fbr  : 
* '  t  h  f 8  reason ,  betitiisft  M  r.*  F rcre  has  a  bf o-  ^ 
"  ilier,  «nd  %n  1*.  A'Contt,    »  wii,'  ito 
"  country  must  pay,  in  riw  mftwi  tim<«,  Hv^  ^ 
"secretaries  of  eftibflwi)''^'here  thereri'jir^ 
''  no  embaMtes,  and  nndonakeibe' burthen 
<*  of  fifterwardspayidg  those  secretwie^  ihe 
"  -pensrons  bolonging  toi^ktrinYlc{-^~.>^^' 
"  tm«t  that  somestlfps^y>beti^6n^pr6ii-  - 
"  vent  tbi»  practtee'  firona  «reep*ftg  ^n  -fled  > 
"  becotoing  genemK    Mfi^  Cannhig  tmiX' 
**  not  be  permitted  thus  td^i^reate^lMie^qslictr 
"  recdiiicile  conti^adictibus,  hi  DftltPtt>  <«Md 
"  ct^ase  his-  patronage.     If  lie?4s;»wd'J<i»^^*^  \ 
'*  reason  xHiy  Lorid'  MnlgfaKy;,  ttowt^r*A\^ii 
"  from  the  Foreign  Officii  8h6irtd  fie*'iiiihii* 
•'  ne\r  department,   maftfe  »hfir  d^|j^iktemg' 
'^  prtst-Captains    \:\    gtjn'%daiS'Arid.»»ri4«tt 
•<  jihips-,  x)r  why  fU^rd  GasUi*eagh'^Wi)uX4i 
**  vMi  appoint  a  majo^  Irt'^di  e6n&plli^l<}f  la* 
**  regfmefit.*'*-TW^  kt\\d^;  whfeii  d6n*il,i 
evVdently,  froWihp '^  lifif  Mv/'8)WarikieJ; 
s}^eaks,  as  Hi)  hi*  wHthigs  dk>>,  pl^l^tfot^il^-r 
self.    Mr.  ^Bartholomew  fWre;  I  stH^/Abd«t 
thrwi  y^H  ag6,  ^M  a  thrHHa^rfed  W|g»«^* 
;On  bit  ImgkI  ki  We^ltilttsler  -  HulH --iffd, 
thev^fore',  as  it  \s  the  fai^hion  to  ^ift  tin/fn^* 
sation  to  lawyers  ft>i^'t4)ifirJdi^of'practk)ei;  I 
think  Mr.  Sp^qkie;  shduHl  Ha^a*  taketi  tftife^ 
three-tailed  wig  into  vfew.'  •  Wliat  'It  o^tght 
cover,  indeed.  Would  bfe  Ji  delidltertjU€«tiott»^ 
and,  1  am  not  sure  that  the  ntimbefoi?  ^»4- 
Bartholomew'  Frere*s  briefs  was  eirer  Sieiy* 
considerabfe  J  botj  it  miv^ht  ha^  be<K>me  $a: 
in  time;  and;  were  it  otily '^**  the  h>sso^thl^ 
wfg.  something  was  d^^.    Wltit  1^ip*tt ^\o 
Sir  WHFiam  A'Cotrrt's  sonytt«?nS  wiis-'Wi^loi*^ 
of  wig  to  make  compensalf^yn  ffUr,  buif  ifllie* 
Motnrn  J  Chronicle  speaks  tntth,  Hliete  w»(^ 
l<^sofseat5  so,  if  he  Irid  ifnot  af  top  t«^ 
had  it  Httifjttom.-Jk-— To  be  sure,  the  device 
of  making  men  secretaries  f  if  emiasHj^fo  /«-' 
gat'wm  was  navel ;  but,^  if  twe-lve^hyiid^M' 
poiinds  a  year  pension  Is  to  begit'eii,  tff 
what  conseqiOTce  i«  rt,  whe^r  It  tie  giveh 
in  this  way  of  in  tuy  o\htv  \  Im  it  be  f^>* 
sened,  however,  that  it  wfti  bi».  J%r  7|{tfy 
thfittherc«ion  irtll,  byllwsa^^  tk^^id^edT 
with  2,40p  pounds  ^  Jrekr  •  fof  ^th^  ^it^Jof 
these  t^o  yomtg  men;  atid;^^ry  Wkely,^»m 
rlie  case  of  Mr.  iU/betfc'^ard.fTiir^  the  f^Mes' 
of  ihdr  spdtisejj,   iii  tjie  wJmii^'Of'^lflcfi'' 
.^fpdusei/'  hurts''  ifte*  t3rBf(|it<it  Vrt  Ihe^  t^lv¥lvo 
hlindrcHi  pound*  a  ftAi*  thiy^  •pbiiibifi  ^hite 
Iio  liftlij  W'fig'bt'}'  ft^itf,  tfiiif.  "'tfi^'ifrft^W '^iie 
piincipJeA^u7d>pffew«>l8  ^mr.  5»KliW»;Mr. 
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OanmngrtAf  httre  encoiiraged,  instead  of 
ch«ckii|g  pojpulatidD,  ^eing  ttiat  a  'wh6\e  fiy 
0f  place  and  p6iMi(Hi  htmterft  may  gpring  from 
th»  very  grant.— JVIr»  R<*ei*t  Ward's  pen- 
Kioa  M>  to-be  fittre,  as  andisguised>  as  free 
ftdm  aU  torts  of  covering  as  any  thing  of  the. 
kmdioan  well  be.  He  was  under  secretary 
of  state  for  oneyear,  he  received  two  tho«- 
iand  pounds  for  that,  and-  he  gets  a  pension 
^ dT  hundred  pounds  (I  believe  it  is)  a  year 
far  fm  whole  Ufeq/Urwerds,  and  for  the  life 
4if  kis  wife  too  ;  but,  then,  observe,  that  wife 
4s  the  sister  of  Lady  MuJgrave,  and  it  is 
ijard  Mvlgrave  who  advises  tlie  king  to 
Ijant  the'  pension  1  What  coujd  be  more 
mniable  ?  Wfcata  more  convlncittg  proof  of 
'jfraternai  apd  c^jugal  afiectlon  ?  And  yet, 
I'ltVarrant  yoa,  now;  that  the  '*  Jacobins 
•nd  Levi^Icirs**  wouKi,  in  defiance  of  the 
anathemas  of  Johli  Bowles,  exciaim  against 
this  kind' tfWiKiction  !  Ah !  the  vile  «iis- 
creaiils !  they  would,  as  John  and  his  fellow- 
4aboater  Redhead  wy,  "  destroy  all  social 
"  order,  tegalaf  government,  and  our  holy 
V  rtJligion  j"  or,  hi  other  words,  they  would 
puCaiiend  to  siaecure  places  and  pensions 
.like  tb^  of  Mr.  Robert  Ward,  iiwd  wouki 
'thereby  r^uce  annaerons  genteei  families  to 
«the  utmost  distress,  even  to  share  in  those 
.labours  of  the  people,  by  which  labours  they 
.are  now  Supported !  Robert  Ward  is  a  young- 
ish man;  and,  it  is  within  the  compass  of 
ihope,  that  he  and  I  may  live  to  see  times 
t^Mwiely  diflferont  from  the  present,  when 
;i^hrch  time  comes,  it  wiU'be  curious  enough 
,to  reckon  how  much  I  have  paid,  and  how 
much  he  has  received. 

Sir  HftHHV  MrLDMAT*— — I  have  now 

-read  that  part  of  the    Fourth  Report, 

-wiiich  relates  io  the  transaction  respecting 

J  the  post  :atJdofUL»HAM,  and  I  am  sorry  to 

fiiid>  thati  the  atatamenrt  from  the  Morning 

•  Ghrooicle,  whiich  1  hiserted  last  week  (at  p. 
:  ltKl7)  is- €onrect>— --I  said  then,  that  no- 

•  thing  but  a  fiat  cantradiction,  as  to  fact, 
'  wcnriid,  or  could  remove    tl>e    impression, 

which:  d«at  atateqnent  was  calculated  to  ex- 
'  ctte^  aQd:wbich>  as  &r  as  1  can  learn,  it  has 

•cxbrted^aoootigst  people  in  general,  of  all  de- 

acriptions  j  and; many  days  have  uow  passed 
;  without  the  appearance  of  any  attempt  to 
.  xontrovert  either  the  £icts  or  the  conclusions. 
i  4\i  >t.Nayy  while  the  no-popery  faction  have 
'.been  ver^  attentive  to  combat  all  tka  other 
^fttposures  of  .theMorpiug  Chronicle,  they 
iihave  cautiously  awided  this;  They.seem  to 
•he)  hesitating,  whether  they  shall  disown  Sir 

rJfenfyiMiidrtiayu.  But,  that  will  not  serve 
''thetiT.tunl^  ifor,  Mr.Sturges,  the  son  of  the 
^  ^^4Mft>9n]Pi£^^^^^S^^^  was  one  of  the 
|at(0|;iii  and  aa  appears 


from  the  Report,  and,  indeed,  from  his  ow« 
letter,  as  a  Secretaryof  the  Treasury,  auCho* 
rised  (>4d  pounds  to  be  la\d  out  upon  bit 
friends'  "premises,  wfeeo  only  25^  pnufida 
were,  by  the  estimate,  required  to  be  laid  out 
for  that  purpose !  Aud  yet,  John  Bowles  and 
his  crew  slacken  not  thejr  cry.    Yet,  they 
represent  all  those  who  insist,  that  there  is  a 
wasteful  expenditure  of  the  public  money y 
as  Jacobins  and  Levellers,  as  <"  enenwea  to 
'^  regular  government,  social  order,  and  our 
•*  holy  religion  ;**  though  neither  John  noe 
any  of  his  crew  will  condeiicend  to- tell  u« 
how  our  holy  religion  is  to  be  supported  by 
transactions  such  ^  that,  of  ..which  we  are 
speaking.— r— The   Morning  Chronicle  has 
made  bold  strides  in  retracing  its  late  venal 
steps;  but,  there  is  one  point  which  it  still 
appears  to  thun  with  great  care,  naroely,  the 
part  which  Pitt  bote  in  Ihis  and  siimlar 
transactions.     It  talks  \^ry  well  of. the  pen- 
sion to  Robert  Ward,  and  of  the  conduct  of 
Ijord  Mulgrave  j  iJm,  it  seems  to  forget,  tbtft 
this  pension  could  not  have  been  granted 
without  tlie  comment  of  PUt,     So,  in  the  ca^ 
before  us,  it  talks  of  **  the  L^ngs  and  the 
"  Sturges  Bournes  *'  but  says  not  a  word 
about  Pitt,  who  was  the  man  that  ordervd 
Mr.  Sturges  to  authorise  the  expending  of 
the  643  pounds  upon  Sir  Henry  ^iJdroay'a 
House.— —Oh,  what  «  milUslone  are  the 
Grenvllles  about  the  neck  of  their  aasooatesl 
To  keep  well  with  the  Grenvilies,  'siknce 
must  be  observed  with  regard  to  the  misdeeds 
of  Pitt    Nay,  it  must  go  further.  Pitt  must 
be  occasionaUy  pra2^r(£  ^  aixiitis  impoasible 
for  the  people  to  regard  those  mea  as  sin- 
cere, wlio  praiscPitt,  at  the  aame  time  that 
they  cry  out  against  the  jobs,  which   took 
place  under  his  power,  and  in  virtue  of  his 
orders.    This  praising  of  Pitt  it  was    that 
served,  with   the    public,    as    a    criterion 
whereby  to  judge  of  the  principles  aud  views 
of  the  late  mmistry  -,  it  was  thai  whiob  iast 
them  thegood  opinion  of  the  nation  ;  -and, 
having  lo&t  that,  their  opponents    mw  in 
them  m^ely  things  tabetnxiden  down.— 
Down  they  are,  in  public  opioioo,  never  to 
rise  agaiuj  at  least  in  a  bodyi^^*-^\3tkder  this 
head  of  *'  the  wrangling,  factions, *"  I  sttall 
continue  to  insert  the  accusations  which  thcr 
prefer  against  each  other  5  because,  txniess 
tlvose  accusations  are  thus  prdser/ed.  they 
will  be,  in  a  little  time, '  lost  past  all  reoo* 
very,  and  I  have  a  strong^  torebodingr  that 
there  is  a  day  at  hand,  when  they  tiny  be 
very  useful.    The  itictioas  tbetnsekes  are 
hastening  that  day  wiiht  great  diBgeuce  and 
zeal.    They  are  doitig^  the  work  themselves. 
They  are   assaulting  each  othei^^  with  lit* 
lightful  far/,;aU*tl^  ttusrrii^'i  ciaia^.beibg 
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mordy  tivii  of  botth-holder,  iu  which  capa- 
city I  cudeevonr  tosee  fair  play.  My  rather 
(avourit^  champion,  the  Courier,  kept  his 
anugonistunder  for  a  Joiig  while^  but,  the 
MouUkam  contract,  a  hit  which  the  Chro' 
nicle  seems  to  have  reserved  for  a  hard  pinch, 
has  «o  staggered  my  no-pope%y  hero,  that  i 
begin  to  suspect  that  he  will  finally  be  com- 
pelled to  give  ,in,  especially,  as  his  opponent 
is  coming  on  with  new  hits  at  every  round, 
while  his,  poor  fellow !  seem  to  have  been 
^i  tried  over  and  over  again.  The  public 
appear  to  derive  great  entertainment  from 
this  combat,  which  has  tlie  peculiar  advan- 
tage of  exciting  no  anxiety  as  to  which  party 
falls  first,  the  general  and  only  wish  being, 
that,  in  the.end,  both  may  be  destroyed. 
Lord  Milton's  Dinner  must  be  post- 

4)0ned  till  my  next. The  new  parliament 

open*  on  Monday.  We  sliall  now  see  the 
y  no-popery". ministry  put  to  the  test  by 
the  "  no-peculation"  party,  who  wiD, 
/doubtless,  -move  for  a  revival  of  the  Findnce 
Jpommi^tee.  I  beg  my  readers  to  be  upon 
the  watch  as  to  this  point  in  particular ;  for, 
if  liut  committee  be  not  composed  exactly 
as  it  was  before,  as  far  as  that  h  passiUei  the 
nwin  principle  of  no-popery  will  need  no 
^explanation. 

CATHOLIC  .CLAIMS. 

Si>i--  ■  1  perceive  in  page  iOOg  of  your 
Register,  the  answer  of  your  correspondent 
A.  B.  to  my  letter  contained  jn  the  prece- 
ding noimb^,  and  I  confess,  I  feel  happy 
in  obterving,  that  this  gentleman  is  so  iar 
improved,  that  he  assumes  at  least  the  garb 
of  naoderation.  There  has  been  a  period  in 
,which  A.  B.  has  not  been  unjustly  complain- 
ed of  ibr  his  petulance  and  incivility,  but  as 
he  has  taken  upon  himself  to  assert  the  im- 
.proved  philosophy  of  the  age,  he  has  not  un- 
wisely considered,  that  auger  and  moroseness 
«re  qualities  not  peculiarly  adapted  to  a  pro- 
.fessor  of  philosophy,  however  they  might 
have  been  consistent  with  a  Romish  priest 
ill  the  act  of  begging  a  boon,  or  attempting 
to  convert  sturdy  sinners  like  the  Protest- 
.ants,  ta  the  true  Catholic  faith ;  and  he 
has,  therefore,  in  his  last  letter  assumed  a 
more gC9) lie  and  tranquil  appearance:  and, 
sardy,  nothing  can  be  more  farcical  and  ri- 
c^iculous,  than  £or  the  zealous  advocate  of  so 
.mild  a  religion  as  the  Christian,  to  fret,  and 
fhme^  and  stoim,  because  he  happens  to 
•  toeet  with  a  man  who  docs  not  exactly  coin- 
fide  witl)  him  iiv  his  mode  of  thinking.  But 
.ridiculous  as  that  may  be,  it  cannot  produce 
•  iQ^re  astonishment  and  disgtvst,  than  thccon- 
"^uct  of  theWhigs^  wIjo  having  founded  what 
JHdeiiinac  Uiey  retfiin,  .tipgn  the  excrtit^is 


they  evifioed  in  effecluatif)^.  the  .revolutiod 
in  1^88,  set  about  des^oying  the  vc^y  fiouo^ 
datiOn  upon  which  their  ^m«0tj^xiinguifth«2d 
reputatioo  ha»  been  built  ^  aod  aro.  the  foref 
most,  if  not  the  0»\y  »en/ who  suenwous^ 
support  the  Catholics   in.  their   chm  fot 
power;  or,  rather,  the  attempi. of  one  or  tw^ 
Catholici^  to  becoaks-subaUtrn  officers  m,  tbo 
regiment.    It  is  said  that  the  whole  body  of 
Catholics  are    discontented:    hut,    because 
two  or  three  of  their  leaders,  of  an  iafaviftrt 
dinary  patt  iotk  turn  of  mind,  are  preveated 
from  receiving  a  pension  from  a-  country*  s» 
profusely  rich  as  ours,  for  services  .pn>bab))r 
they  might  not  reaUy  pci  form>  but  wJUcb 
they  may  say  wouid  hone  leen  performed,  if, 
like  Mr.  R.  Ward,  they  hud  notpremaiurfly 
been  dismissed  from  <^ce ;  how^iikely,  how 
plausible  I  say  it  is,  that  the  whole  body  o£ 
Catholics  should  instantaneously  beoome  in- 
dignant, aod  denounce  vetigeance  againat  a 
country,  which  afiPbrds  them,  every  other  tnr 
dulgence,  except  the  libetty  of  their  leadeaii 
becoming  peculators.    If  the  Scotch  Pre*b)«- 
tery  had  fortunately  been  depjriyed  of  the 
same  privilege,  their  characters  would  in  all 
probabihty  not  now  have  b&tn  stignoatised, 
by  recording  on  the  Journais.of  ParliaGDcntu 
the  del'uiquency  of  a  Scotch  nobleman.'  tsir, 
I  kitow  that  this  is  not  the  ^st  time  the 
Whigs  liave  been  inconsistent  i  .thoy  havie 
long  since  enjoyed  that  quality  iri  an  emi- 
nent degree;  at  no  later,  a  period  after  the 
revolution  than  the  reign  oi"  Qutea  Aontf , 
did  these  Bamiug  patriots  raise,  a  ferment  for 
the  purpose  ef  introducing  Catholic  power; 
not  20  years  had  elapsed   after  they  hod 
hazar«led  their  lives  ii>  the  exUipatiioin  of  Ca« 
ihoUc power,  when  they  appeared  equally  zea- 
lous to  raise  it  up  again    If  this  factbetkxibt- 
ed,  a  perusal  of  Swift's  Memoks  of  the  4  I»t 
years  of  the  reign  of  Glueon  Anne  will  8uf« 
iicleutly  confirm  it. '  Considering  that  the 
principles  of  our  constitution  as  estabUshed 
at  the  revolution,  which  have    been    the 
admiration  not  of  Britons   alone,    but  /of 
every  nation  in   Europe,  were"  founded  jtci 
the    extioctioQ   of   Catholic    iniiumce^it 
must  be  matter  of  sui'prize,  that  aay  Bre» 
testants,  still  xioore  that  Whigs,  should  be 
so  forward  in  advocating  the  Catholic  €»nsc  $ 
but  in  answer  to  this  strange  incoDsistencF, 
it k  said,  the  times  are  di^erent^  that  this 
is  a  peculiarly  eniigktened^  and  philoaopkic 
age ;  and  that  however /w<^  might  har^  had 
cause  for  being  jeakius  of  the  Cathohcsiin 
the  reign  of  Jnnies:-the  ^,  that  jealousy 
must  now  cease,    as    the  Catholicf  con- 
tinue no  longer  formidable.     As  to  the  4)hi- 
losophy  and  wisdom  of  the  present,  age,  I 
shall  comment  upon  that  hereajfter*;  but  as 
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torih^fsaBertioD-  ^t  the  Ctrtbplips  are 
no^loujgtr  foumidSiWc,  -  xhe  very,  contrary 
ify4hc  tACt:  one  of  the  prisieipai.jsrgaABttQtA 
whic^;  tho^  Cathoiicft  itJU>pt,  is  fonuded  ou 
tlK^ir  fmnsiber^  ^  it  it  coosisteot^  we  ace  ask* 
c<t  liiat  in  'thofie  liquet  of  perils  WjS  slKNakl 
sliiswKevj^ttr  nri^nf  of  Qalbo(icf>' in  o^^e 
pait jiof:  the  .U^ttesl  Ktngd(>a«.iblone,  fruni  I 
the*QGteipon  <VHi9;^  ^  Ilf  then  weareto  t>e 
a^ffo^ ;»!  190  gn^t  a  Qumbqrof  Gmhp]ic$ 
tuit^^  potter;  (how,  ttiodl  W>^  ^hMvrfi 
b9Aksa»$d,wlil9fl.tk6^  P9!>9es%tti  RiH:.tkQPL 
>Kr«[iftrQhio  ibOfJoHnAinto^POiQpltiili^f  and 
tc^.litl^ei  >  wbO{  have-;  ibek  fqare  nbq^it 
thflm, .%!  tjr»fi4l  th^t  theCathoUc  pcinc^f  le« 
©ii>nqi;k«f'ahtji>»4s.  rh^  ^aogpiuary,  iciloleT 
ra^itv^artdi'yift^taJAve-^^fMt  which  formed,  a 
pKQimf^nt^i^ifai^.mit^o  C^thqUc  chaj-AQt^r 
antecedent  lo  thi^xVvplirttp*^,^  is  Qowrne^^d 
aod  8Qlteo/d  flown  into  a  most  complacent, 
1i  beral  f|!gi4  ^n  ig|i5|n^)di^os  kjopr**"  w^^V^r- 
fi45\fe^r^i^.UiQll-rhvu  '^e^ .  u$  ;etiqui5re  y^hni  ^ 
e^^i^e  Js^.^qcji4'\R.?."PF9^^  9^  ^M* -asser- 
tion,— wfiy^j;^>e  ^By^abces  of  ^le  Caiholfc 
Univer8iti^st<rTfnf)st  ^tusfa^^pry— jf  mean  to 
thp^fwifP^popt'o^jf^ct^^O.  appeal  to  4  rogue 
<foa[-.iu.|qpnft«sioji  of  lj>^  guiJt— bui  to  those 
rwlio ,  Jirei^.  ^peri^nce  .  to  protestations, 
wji^j  «iy^  tJ^Ow ^ent /ebdhons  in  Ipebnd  ? 
f^ye  ..tne^  hpeii,  .blu^feps  ?  Hav<?theyon. 
tl^conitary  ao^heen  markjed  witk  as  grcac 
'^''      ^       ^     ^  •   ^  .«      Catholics  i a 
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yQj,if  ^h(e  Ci^ho|ic  has  l^ecomc^  nii^w.sp  ei-.> 
emplary  ju  all  the  ffoi^r  rw/^<?.v,  J>oW  15.  It, 
that bx»  advocate*  t^y  iw*  thaLla  thejiour  qf ., 
daugerjf  h^  wijl.not.^s^ijit,,  huttiira  /raT/«^p 
to  the  coMPtfy,/  that  protecu  hinj  b>-  h^. 
laws,  not  Only  .jn^  his  person,  .but  in  the^,^ 
free  exiercise  of  his  rfeligion,   io  the,  pos- 
sessioa    of  his   property,    and   in  the  un- .^ 
molested  enjuyment  of  his  wife  aiid  chiJ<f.  ^ 
ten/    Wh^t !   can   there  be   lound  a  aj^  .' 
ln^.piyUi?&|i^A    £uropej  .  where  ires:des     a  * 
mpnsteTj    who  so,   drpam^ti^nced,,    "wcoild  * 
feting  and  goad  his  country  in  cpqcert^  v^itli 
her  foreign  enemies.!    Witf|i  the  .p^ttholic  ^ 
advocates,  assert  such  a  prphubHit^y./,  do  tiey  * 
iraagina.  they  are  pnhanciu^    t,he  CJ'juholic  ,* 
character;  that  they  a;  c  raising,  it,  so  hjucK' 
in  the  estltuation  of  mankini,  as.^to,<^ni;JtJlc.^ 
it  ta  aoy  indulgence,  aiiy  bgoo,  .h?>^'^^^?,v, 
exorbitajit,    it  chooses  to  demai^.d^l/  tf  \e^c/^ 
would  do^bt  for  au  instsiiit  whal,the  faitji^ui., 
page  of  histoiy  has  tr^^nsniuted  .to  us  .o/"  t^,  * 
duplicity  and  "itrijjue.  of*  the  CrJ^^\0^*|p  F.^^^.e 
jjles,  ^lielr  present  contjupt  wo^^la  lii^cj^bfjr. 
nx  it.in  qi^r  oiengiori'^s  ;  we  know.  that;,  the  t 
sole  aim  o(tlie  Gatholips.^tpres^t.  js^xp'r  ^ , 
bat  hoW/ra?///^  and  c^jndkily  haif.  tHit  bc^en. 
decnaftded  of  \i^\   Men  ^ko  ^e  J/txl  aw^y , 
by  words,  aud  only,  take  a  superiiciai  view/ 
ofv^i^igA,  would  pever.  ilX-CtUn .  ih^t  pa)ver  ^ 
wa^  the   sole    object,  of   those,    w^o    ao-  ^ 
licit,  foir   toleration,    emancipatiop,    liberal  I 
toleration^,  ,or,  as  A,  B.  haj*  it  in  his  lastj 
letter,  univtxsai    liberty  of£onscience,vrho 
would   conjecture.,  that  the  right    of  le-  ' 
gislating,  and  of  holding  the  highest  offi-  ! 
cial  posts  under  government,  ,  was  meant, . 
aiKl  notliipg  less^  by  the  words  I  have  just 
quoted,  or  rather  by  (hose  wlio  use  those  ^ 
words,  -which  are ,  ifiteaded  to    veil  what  ( 
tiiey  h^ve  not  tlie  ingenuousness  openly  to . 
ask  ?    If  a  further  demonstration  or  caiholie  " 
duplicity  and  want  of  principle  was  required,!^ 
i;v9uld  just  beg  to  trouble  you  with  the  answiqc..^ 
wbicii  A.  B.  has  given  to  the    foJlowjqig^ 
question  which  I  put  in  roy  former  }sticjr^  , 
1  askeii  of  those  wlio  wish  to  tiiake  cnib^l^^ 
legislators,  c^tWics  the  king's  ^dvUerf«  ca-  ^ 
Iholics  ainuoanders  of  ^our  army  a^flriavy^Qt 
npon  what  prinqipie  the  catholics  4mi43.  h^^ 
exploded  the  throiic?.   To  ^l^i^  qiiifigc^'.A.j 
SB.  answa^s,  "  Liberty  of  conscie^jf^^' j^*t^^ 
-  prinl^e  xrf  the  oion^rch  »P  J^fli?ftjtJ^ 
f^Iow^§^  pf  bis;^utueclv  ^t^i^^^hp  &^^^ 

<^  conshUUuju^T^^grtjfjj  tjfjfetj  sij^jj^i 
•<*  lupcajU      ^In  ignQr:int  dJid  tigoia 
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«'■  require  fl-biTi  ^f^^r't^bol'al  sdvet^gn', 
••  Wliatei^et'  ni^y  ht  Wi^  private  bjiiiiicAi,  tf 
••'Contormrty  to  th6  I'rtes ^nd  tetiemortiw  bf 
*' -fliifeir  ejihblish^d  predoihmant  reRglo^i." 
Thts,  tlieii,  is  the'aiiSt^rer;  aiVr!  A.*B.  iw^ 
prefaced  it' by  siaylngit  is'hi*5  undhgmsed^n- 
sib^ : '  noW  tf  it  be  any  a^iS-wer  at"  all;  I  cati 
collect  ri6  other  meatiiug  (t6m  \x  th  in  thk, 
viz;  ihat  let  the'  wrilttn  h'^^  ad  weH  its  ihe 
Bpirit  of  the  cc/tistitution,  poixit  oftt  in  as 
Jorcil'le  terms  as  langunge  ^^  invent,  that 
CO  man  canliold  the  soep»re  bat  a  protesfant, 
yet  that  a  caiholie,  ^'ith  stmjmch  orthodox 
ddpjieity^  might  be  justified  fn  deludrnfe  the 
constitution  qud  the  people  by  professing 
tiitaself  a  truie  prote'st^nt,  though  in  h?s  heart 
iie  shodd  be  a  papist.  This,  then,  is  a  tenef 
ibf  the  catholic  faith,  exactly  accoVding  with  ' 
the  practice  of  vendfnjj,  like  any  other  saU- '' 
/aSie  commodity,  indolgericies  ibr  disafffniiln- 
tiOrt  !  '  And  we  are  caMed  tjpon'to  expunge 
aHtheW^i^  to  which  Vire  are  indebted  for 
every  tt»ing  wc  have  left  of  Englisii  freedom 
and  independence,  knd  to  admit  the  inroads 
of'raen'who  profess  such  prihciptes  a's  these  "!• 
1  shall  now.  Sir,  only  iroul^  you  with 
oljscrt^irtg  \i|^on  that  p&rt  of  A'.  B.'s  Letters, 
in  which  he  would  persuade  ti«  that  no 
ditiger  h  to  be  apprehended  firorrt  fcatholft 
pd'yer  in  so  enhghten^d  and  pldhsophkal 
art  A^e  dV  thi  pH^ettf'l  WbtiM  hert^  stek ' 
Al'ft  what  extfaor^tnary  modem  acts  of 
^Ms33m  and  of  justice  he  has  discovered  that 
by  cniura sting  the  present  with  former  ages, 
he  has  fotlnd  it  to' be  so  enlightened  and 
pllilosopliiCirU  Has  he  been  smitten  with 
the  prornfidng  appearance  of  oor  national 
debt/  with  the  moderaVroii  of  our  Taxes*; 


.  JUNE  ib,'  l^M-C^mr^^-Mo^fe  Pmdvft/ ^__  {I tt» 

wh«^  monopU)!2e  imtneiise'  reventM»cbf  nn^ 


jpd^lng  biV  aoreduldns  xmM,  *with  ttatpfa^*, 
po^teroits  lEltid  m-togdnt'sisiertioD,  ttMU  i&ft 
kn^vledge  df  an  toiNolete  lariguige;'M-fcidi" 
tiar  b^en  iottg  ri!fted  oif  erery  eKCc^teiioe/  u  ' 
the  bnty  t^atl  to  wisdom  f^Sfityih  is  ^Hbt  4* 
littH^prepoM^rokis,  when  we  can  saj^^imftiu 
jTuvenM,  '^  djrtieite  est  fcatyrahi   non'  scri^  . 
bere,"^Uh:!t  >t  is  difficult  ta  write  aiMlnot  ' 
ka4triz^  the  Dg^/lo  boast  ^f  e&tr^ferdinsrjr 
wisdom  and  philosophy  j    bul  W^^e  liiw  ' 
i«3^11y  aiVAnxiety^  torposseikA  ei^sper/Hrieeai*  • 
absolutei;^  iMeimry  vfe  thMoM'avciid  ta  trt>^ 
surd  dft  »«,'  ds  ihat   of  proairaiing  the  • 
feiHJctt,  whiefc,  with  «o  much  krtx>iir,.<mr' 
limestofs  r^iAe^J  Efgainsretiar<x»qhtiieiitw^  «Dd 
<>f  peritikthig  oiir  old  etTemie»^he€iitholiiM;^  " 
ugain  to  disturb  our  tt^anqaHify>'»>^-J-^Aim^ 
CAT^oi.iGir3,^^lAn€^t»"s  Inn,    ^'     '         ♦. 


DOJtfESTIC  OFftCfAL  PA^BR.    ^ 

CA^TURfc  OP  MOHTK  VfoEO.^— ^Fy>*t   tht  ' 

Lnndon    Gazette   Erirodtdlhdh/',    ihi^' 
downing  Stnei,  AprilM.,  Moji.   '—    '  *• 
(ConcMtdJHrn  pAiSre.y'^'  ^' 
HitZKf  as  it  wits,  .oVlr  I6j4»  WbttlOTt^i^ 
been   corhparattffely  tfiiin^, '  tf  'rtie* Virficfji  ' 
had   been    ojiren;    bilt'Miirlng'  ^t^  WigWi"'^ 
and   under  Opr  «re,  'thi^  enenW'  mfi'Xm'! 
ridfdoed    ft  with  hides,    sO^iSi  te  l^errtJift^"^ 
it  'heitrly-  rrnpi'actteabfe.    '*Th6f'  hiflit  Wai  ' 
extremely   dark.    The   h^^   of  ;the  /i^.  *• 
himn  missed  fhe  breach,  ahd  ^^  it  VS  ^ 
approached  it  was  «o  silnit  up  tl^  H  ^'^iir  ' 
mistaken-for  the  unt6ti(?hed  w'alf."  fn' thit  * . 
situation  the  troops  remained  biider  il  lifea^^"' 
fire  for  a  quarter  of  an  honf,  whiti  tRe  iir^th  ^ 
was  discerned  by  Captiiftj  Herihj^j'tjf  Hie  ~ 
40th  light  infantry,  whdpdinteiit  odt,'  and  ^ 
gloriously  fell  as  lit  moubted  ii;   '  6uv  ^-'^ 
lant  soldiers  rushed  to  it,   atjjl!/ dfBfcuU  its!  ft  • 
was  Qi  access/ forced  their  war  Info  'tfri^ 
town.     Cannon  were  place^  at  the*  heid  isftf' 
the  printiipal  streets,  arid  'ibi*|i'  fire,''A>i  ' 
ihorttime,  was  destfucfivfifr  bUt*Jie*fr6b]^' 
advanced  in  alK directions,  ciearirt|g)fie  sjti'efe'^ 
and  batteries  with  their  bavoncts.'  iiid' WeV^i'^ 
turning  the^rcarition:    The  4bliH  r&jjfin^a^,  r^ 
with  €0^'  Browne,  fofidtved;     ^wirilfe^"^ 
mffesedthe  breach',"&rtd' twice  jiassedt  thfoii^ 
the  fire  of  tlie  batteries,  befbre  they  fotinit'^ 
It.- — The«7ihregt   Wibf  posted  neirt^ 
North  Gate,  which  the  trobjpi'  who  e'mer^'* 
at  the  bre*a(S[  w#r^  to  open'f<^them,'fitit^ 
theii*  ardotir  ^i  so^  gfe^t  tftar  theycotiWiriof '' 
v^x.    They^  scattd^the'-vt^illi',  ^nd  ^m 
tH^' toVrtlis^iife  Wo6Ws  wtfhiif  abfcr<iiic6ed^ Jt  ^' 

At'  m'wm  '^if^ii  imi\^%W'6\iTvhs^i'' 

,  sion';<iicept^de'awae1^WBch^hfa& 
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itod  thm  women  were  peaceably  walking  the 
dtrecU.— The  gallantry  displayed  by  the 
troops  daiing  the  assault^  and  tiieir  forbear- 
ance and  orderly  behaviour  in  the  town> 
«peak  60  folly  io  their  praise,  that  it  is  un* 
iKcessary  for  me  to  say  how  highly  I  aok 
pleased,  with  their  cqndi^t.  The  ferrice 
fhey  have  hem  enffaged  in  since  we  landed^ 
hu  been  uncocnmonly  severe  ^nd  laborious, 
but  not  a  murmur  has  escaped  them  ;  every 
Ihing  I  wished  has  been  effected  with  order 
9»d  chcerfiilness.-^Our  loss  during  the  siege 
:wa8  trifling,  partkularjy  as  we  were  not 
ahfihered  by  approaches,  and  the  enemy's 
£ie  of  shot  and  shell  was  incessant.  But  it 
is'painfbl  £ot\me  .to  add,  that  it  was  great  at 
theassanlt  Many  most  valuable  oHicen  are 
'pmong  the  .killed  and  wounded.  Major 
DalryjBplc,  at  the  4aih,  was  the  only  field 
f>fficeT  killed.  Lieut.  Colonels  Vassal  and 
^rowfcrigg,  and 'Major  Tuaker  are  amorg 
Jtliie  wounded.  I  am  deeply  concerned  to 
*qy,  that  the  Iwo  former  are  severely  so.  The 
eneih^*^  los^  was  very  creat,  about  eijht 
baadred  killed,  fivfe  hundred  wovnded,  and 
^e  Oovernor  Don  Pasquil  Ruis  Huidobro, 
with  upwards  of  2000  otBcers  and  men,  are 
prisoners.    About  1500  escaped  in  boats  or 

teqeted  themselves  in  the  town. From 

Bl-igadier  Gen.  the  Hon;  W.  Luroley  and 
irom  Col.  Browne,  1  have  received  the  most 
icaipus  assistance  end  support.  The  forme!r 
j>rotected  the  line  from  the  enemy  during 
pur  march,  and  covered  our  rear  during  the 
aifiSje.    The  latter  conducted  it  with  great 

judgment  and  determined  bravery. ^The 

established  reputation  of  the  royal  artillery 
has  beeafirnUy  supported  by  the  company 
i»nder  my  orders,  and  1  consider  myself 
touch  mdcbted  to  Captains  "Watson,  Dick- 
jon,  Caraoichael,  and  Willgress,  for  their 
jealous  ft«d  able  exertions.  Capt.  Fapshaw 
of  the  engineers  was  equally  zealous,  and 
though  yoiiag  in  the  service  conducted  him- 
.self  lyith  such  propriety  that  I  have  no  doubt 
jpf  his  proving  a  valuable  officer.  Owing  to 
'great  fatigue  he  was  taken  ill  in  the  midst  of 
'ipur  operations,  and  Capt.  Dickson  readily 
'tti^ertook  his  office,   and  executed  it  with 

'  the  greatest  judgment.— -Fiom  the  heads  of 
icorps  and  departments  from  the  general  staff 
qC  the  aisny,  from  the  medical,  and  from 
tciy  own  personal  staff,  I  have  received  the 
imost  prompt  and  cheerful  assistance. — It  is 
U?sufficiec^  t0  8ay,>that  the  utinost  cordiality 
liaS  subsisted  between  Bear  Admiral  Stirling 

"  ^od  liiyself }  1  haVe  received  from  hii'n  the 
toost .  frtendly  attentionv  and  every  thing  in. 
ibisipow^r  to  grant.-^^Tbe  'ca(>tains  and  ofli- 
cers  of.  the  navy  har^  tieen  equally  zealous 
Aojnssirt  09  j.  hot  I  ^tel  -partiatlarjy  indebted 


to  Captahis  Donelly  and  Flliher  for  their 
great  exertions.  They  commanded  a  corps 
of  marines  and  seamen  that  were  lai><led^ 
and  were  essentially  uaeful  to  us  Vrth  the 
gans,  and  in  the  bafteries,   a^  well  ns  m 

bringing  up  the  ordnance  and  stc^res. li 

This  dispatch  win  be  delivered  to  you  ht 
Maior  Tucker,  who  was  wounded  at  the  s^ 
sault ', '  and  as  he  has  long  been  in  my  confi- 
dence^  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  him  foj 

further  particulars. 1  have  the  honour  t^ 

be,  &c.— S.  AucHMUTY,  Brig.  Gen.  Conv* 
manding.  ; 

P.S.  I  am  extremely  concerned  fo  nfl6,  (Bat 
Lieut.  Colonels  Vuss.il  and  Brownrlgg  both 
died  yesterday  of  their  wounds,  t'had  fiat* 
tered  n^yself  with  hopes*  of  their  recovtrj-i 
but  a  rapid  morttficatibn  has  deprivecf  hit 
Majesty  of  two  most  able  and  gaflam  oTRcenL 
Return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  mis- 
sing, of  the  forces  under  the  cbiimiand  of 
Brigadier-General  Sir  Samuel  Atiehmvwy* 
between  the  l (Jth  of  January,  the  day' of 
landing  at  the  Panta  de  Catietas,  to  th^  20m 
of  January  inclosTVe. —7  Between  j6tS 
and  20th  ult. ;  one  lieut.  1  drummer,  IS 
rank  and  file,  killed  :  2  majoi^,  3  capta^s. 

1  lieut.  2  serjeafnts,  1  druttimer,  llprauk 
and  file  wounded :  1  rank  and  file  missing. 
-^During  the  siege  j  one  captain,  ^Irank  and 
iUe  killed:  I  iteut.  1  ensign,  12  rank 
and  file  wounded :  7  r^tik  and  ^le  missitig. 
—At  the  assault  one  rnajor/  3  c^ptain^»  i 
Lieutenants,  2  Serjeants,  5  drummers,  ICB 
rank  aud  file  killed;  ^  lieut.  colohclis,  fe 
captaias,  8  lieutenants^  4  epsigns,  4  st^ff, 
18  serjants,  5  drummers,  235  rank'and  hb 
wounded.— Total,  onemajor,.!  captalof,  3 
lieutenants)  2. .Serjeants,  6  dniramers,  l^ 
rank  and  file  killed ;  2  lieutenant  cotonels, 

2  majors,  6  captains,  10  lieutenantjs,  5  ef^» 
.8ignf>  4  staff,   20  sei^eants,  6  dtTirtiinw»; 

306  rank  and  file  woqhded;  dj^UKalSI 
file  missing.-^ captains  WiHgress  and'Crit^* 
shanks,  and  31  rank  arid  file,  inchi^ed'^fa 
the  above,  have  since  returned  tq their  tbtjj, 
J.  Bradford,  dep.  adJ.^-generat-?OfBi^ 
killed  and  wovmded.— k3l^  hgqn  lap&^g^' 
lieut.  Fitspatrick,  ofthe4dtti  .-^gbfl/  wobff 
ded  upon  landing — major  Trbtler,  onh^Si^ 
major  Campbell,  of  the  40th;  c^pcahfl  WlP 
gress,  of  the  royal  artillery  j  csrpf.  te8d¥^ 
shanks^  of '  the  38thj  capt^.  R(^rs  T^oT 
the  40th  ;  lieut.  Chawner,  of  jii^  QS'tlU:^ 
Killed  duringthe  siege  J  ^' 
the  87th.— Wounded ' 
Lieut.  0*Brien,  t>(  i}M 
C.  Irby,  midHhipihan'^KjHddf" 
^ult ;  Major  Dali7niple,;if  tlie'4di1i'^ 
Rennie,  ofdlttoV  Lieu,t;  AlsioiJ',"6ra^ttf! 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1105] 

the  87th',  Capt.  Di^ken^PHf  af  the  ^th.-r* 
Woundei  in  the  assault  j  Lieut.-CoJ.  Brown- 
rigg,  of  tha  1 1th,  since  dead  j  Lieiit.  Smithy 
pf  the  40th;  Ensign  Cancern,  of  dittdj 
iLieut.  Evans,  of  the  87th,  severely.  ^  Lieut« 
M'Rea,  of  ditto,  severely  j  Lieut.-CoL  Vaa- 
^1,  of  the  38th,  since  dead  3  Oapt.  Shiptwi, 
of  ditto,  severely  j  Lieut.  Brownson,  of 
ditto,  dangerously  j  Ensign  White,  of  ditta^ 
•everely ;  Ewsign  Willshirc,  of  ditto,  slight- 
ly ;.  Ensign  Fraser,  of  ditto,  since  dead; 
Fayniaster .  Willshire,*  of  ditto,  severely  j 
Adjutant  Hewill,  of  ditto,  dangerously  j 
Assistant- Surgeon  Garrat,  of  ditto,  slightly  j 
Capt.  Wetbam,  of  the  40th,  severely  j 
tleut;  Wallace,  of  ditto,  dangerously  j 
tieut.  Joliuison,  of  ditto,  severely  j  Lieut« 
llamus,  of  ditto,  severely ;  Major  Tucker, 
of  the  7'id,  slightly ;  Assistant-Surgeon 
AVnidair,  of  the  S/th,  severely  5  Lieut.  Scon- 
jjan,  of  tSe  95th,  slightly  J  Lieut.  M'Namara, 
of  ditto,  slightly. 

Return  of  prdnance,  afnitnunition,  arms, 
&c;  ta^eai  from  the  enemy  at  Monte  Video, 


JtJNlS  20,  iBOf;  "^aptUfre  of  Jifonte  Video.    ]  It  106 

threatened  and  was  uDfavoorable,  tfeie  sd-' 
diers  got  all  on  shore  withom'fa  eingle  acci* 
dent  of  any  kind,  and  were  in , possesion  of 
the  heigj)ts5before  6  o'clock,  w^th  sudi  thiiT^fs 
as  the  General  wanted.-— On 


Feb.  3,    ISpy.— Ratones  Island 
guns,  3X2.    Total  of  mortars,  13.    Total  of 
carrpnucles^  10.     Total  of  howitzers,,  10  six 
and  half  inch.    A,  Watson,  capt.  command • 
ipgroy^l  artillery.  .,    , 

♦  Adrntraliy  Office,  Jpril  12,  iSO/.-— - 
Captain  Donnelly^  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Ar- 
dent, arrived  this  xnorning  with  dispatches 
i!"om  Rear  Admiral  StirHng,  commanding  a 
Squadron  of  his  Majesty's  shij>s  in  the  Rio  de 
la  Plata,  of  which  tlie  following  arc  copies: 
,  ,  Diadem,  off* Monte  Video y  Feb,  8. 
.  Sia,— 7-7I  l^ave  peculiar  satisfaction  in 
oongratufatiug  my  Lords  Commissioners  oi 
tbe  Admlraltv  on  ihe  capture  of  Monte  Vi- 
deo^ as  well  from  the  importance  of  the 
coqquest  its  from  the  hono.ur  which  has 
thereby  ,I>eei\  acquired  by  his  Majesty's  arras. 

Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  Brigadier 

(icner^l  Bir  S.  AucUmuty,  at  Maldouado,  it 
was  .determined  to  invest  this  place,  and 
lining  assembled  our  force  oft' t lie  Island  of 

b 

7 

e 


the  19th>  the 
army  nvwed  forwards ;  aad  as  an  ^attempt  to 
harass  the  rear  wa«  expected,  I  directed  boat^' 
to  proceed  closo  along  shore  to  look  gut,  fik 
and  bring  off  any  wounded  men,  whiist  tb* 
covering  vesseds  were  placed  to  prevent  th^ 
enemy  from  giving  anuoyahce,  and  I  had 
the  happiness  to  hear  that  all  the  sufferer* 
were  brought  off,  in  despite  of  well  directed 
eftbrtfi  to  destroy  them.  Ip  the  evening! 
dropped,  with  the  fleet,  off  Ghico  Bay,  ues^ 
whicl>  the  army  encamped,  wifthiii  two- miles 

of  the  city. 1  had  landed  ftbout  800  sedi- 

men  and  royal  marines,  uhdor  th©  orders' of 
Capt.  Donnelly,  to  act  with  thetroops ;  and^ 
as.i  saw  no  advai]^tage  could  result  ixoia^j 
effort  of  ships  against  a  stroog  fortrew,  welji 
defended  at  all  points,  and  ivhidi,  from  th^ 
shallowness  of  th^  water,  could  not  be  ^ap.^ 
proaclied  within  a  distance  to  allow  shot  to 


Total  of  be  of  any  use*  I  disppssd  the  9(|iiadron  soafc 
'  "  to  prevent  any  escape  from  tlie  harbout,  ifc 
well  as  to  inape^eaay  comm.untcationr!be>^ 
tween  Colonna  and  Bueoos  A^-tes,  and  conf- 
fined  my  whole  attcndoiv  to  give  every  poi^ 
sible  assistance  in  forwarding  ihe  siege,  bjr 
landing  guns  fr,am  the  line  of  battle  shipff, 
with  amnjunition,  stores,  'provisions,  atrf 
every  thing  required  by  the  commauder  of 
tlie  forces. — ^The  distance  which  the  ^  ship* 
lay  from  the  shore,  with  the  almost  constant 
high  wlucls  and  swell  we  had,  and  the  great 
way  every  thing  was  to  be  dragged  by  the 
seamen,  up  a  heavy  saody  road,  made  the 
duty  excessively  laborious.  The  squadron 
had  almost  daily  1400  men  on;  shore,  and 
this  ship  was  often  left  with  only  30  men  cm 
board.-  -The  defence  made  by  the  enemy 
protracted  the  siege  longer  than  was  expedt*- 
ed,  and  reduced  our  stock  of  powder  so  low^ 
that  the  king's  ships,  with  all  die  transports, 
and  what  a  fleet  of  merchantmen  had  fbr 
sale,  could  not  have  furnished  a  further  conj. 
sumption  for  more  than  two  days,  wheti  t 
practicable  breach  was  fortunately  made; 
and  on  the  3d  inst/  early  in  the  morning,  the 
town  and  citadel  were  most  gallantly  carried 

by  storm. ^^In  a  conversation  with  tke  gJ85- 

neral  on  the  preceding  day,  I  bad  made  «uoll 
a  disposition  of  the  .  Jiiifaiier  n^esscd^^and 
armed  boats,  as  appeared  xa^ni  likeiytto  an<7 
swer  a  desired  purpose,  a»d  so  soon  b^  Font 
SaiiiJ  Philip  was  in  |>0fesessi6nof^jihe.B>iJti*i* 
troops,'  Lieut.  W  Mtlt>ei,  witli  the  armed 
lauucM^,..tooH.  pos^qswon  ofc  tfaeilslawfi- ctf 
IvaJttQue^,  nJOMUtiHg  l^tta..gw>s;  and>  g^yri«o«>• 
e^.by,2P4leW,:  vyiMch.suireodeied  JwiihoiJt 
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^tm^i^d^,  And;  mi^tQifft^  'jA^^n^  ^ooMdw- 
•i«i§l2S  ^0^^  Was  >tie«;  d^k  lb  b^j^^^hhr  crew, 

the  harbour  were  saved  by  the  exttrtrtjA  i^ 
:#iiri|j!obp)e.i^ft  liai  bie^n*  mucli  the  eustam 
«d  iMkii^j^tlyof  <}teteMdtiince>  tobe  et- 
^^oudffom  the^'Sdbttiarel^ln  Hhi4  ^Ttmnh^'; 
and  with  dwriiieftte^  tlt^j  fiKziiUy  wbieh 
1ia«4|ei6fi  ghren^  nsAN4  operaHon»,  iryti  i^ior 
M4^k44M3|e  of  4lie  rir^^  ^(  ffe^  Iwml^a 
Jtiteiyi  foMgbl  {if <^T?«  The  farmer  <»piii1or>  k>  b^ 
^trrtnedfltyailid  experience  evmcx«  that  dtS 
<br  lArartllQa%)il  hkl^erto  flcq^«d  had  fh>>t 
previeiiticl  die  m^  flJrhiidMbledifficuItto.-^ 
3h«-e<^ddfk  (^^^i^ttipttMsr  offiee^,  ^a- 
Attfj  itv^rc^  i^M^  of  Ae  s^ips  and  vei- 
•0^1  whiel^I  kapt  wSdi  •  me  for  rtini  ser\  ice. 
fcwitnWwitb  my  eutire  ^approbmioB,  and  I 
feoIt-pe)Wnid*tf  'jrtrtf  I  AhduU  fcave  fe»d  oeca- 
toM  Id'^e^e^^Yiriy-feafiilttetKni  whh  the  ex- 
ertions of  the  officers  and'cbevp^  oTthe  Dk>- 
znede  and  Pr utet'toi; "If  t  had  not  been 
oWiffeaii^ietych'therti  oil  otfier  iervice.-^ 
l-JiSnkith'iii^ibted-td  tffe  rfbl*  assistance 
whicfe'C^^.  War i^ii  ha? -aflRirded  me*;  and 
l^idn^&'t&l^  «eal;  the  [Wtience,  and  Ali- 
geade  of  tivef^'U^Hdual  in  H^ffl^et  during' 
ihe^deteQt|«&tigtie  wliich  I  ha\^  dailf  wit- 
w»«iedi'^-**-^Gapkiln  B^  ha^'lhej 

fcttJWdi^rt^d^vef  ^hk  di^pAtd^'  ai^d- is  folly 
ihlt^^'fx^  th^r  Ittftlships-  fnHher*par(ictt- 
ljflr|,ui*L-.f^o^e(!l  is  a  list  bf  men  befongiug 
t6  -tte  JMJfv-y  \Wi<>  <vet<i  kJW^  or  't^^omtded  in 
Hw^riei^efi'j  sibd  ftkoa mtof Hie  enemy's 
tf)Sd  I9idv^9>{9'fbimd  in  the  hsn^ur,  with 
a'rts^n»>^^dt^*iic^,  &rc  6h  Uie  inland  of 
llfftttfhd^«-ai-iil  fiave  tfie  Ikmdur  id  b^i  Ike. 

*  ^^t&  folio\<rs  a  Kit  of  tlie  serfmeh  atid 
nkl^'^  1>«^ngfhg  fo  thi  i^uadron,  ivha 
♦i^rtf^kHIW  and  ^otiiiaed*  at  the  capture  6f 
Mftht^V5di^/£Fefr:^  I9D7.  aWouniihg  to 
i  k«ll*«'^  f^^ivorthd^,  4  mifiSlHg.*- — ^The 
iZMfceldi  ffi^t^jiVed^^  fist  of  the  prizes  taken 
it^Vm^tM 'V\dlS&'/  they  atooont  to  57- 
AWett^tfc^m'hfte^  «htp9'from28  t<i'20gun5 
.iMeb'i  44)^0^  19  tdg^n^nch^  thh  tei^are 
Aidlllihmi  wAd  fhercfaatitmen.  J 

^pj^oiif  EioYpT.-r-^/ypm  ike  Supbkmni 

>  v^  Pownklg  Stwet,  Janb  l^;i  1 807^.— Tb^ 
fmxfan^intMminie  Jias4eefrrfidifiiM^j 
ViaoDttDt  €aflti^a^h>«Q6  air;  tin  MxfettfM> 
|bC»dlpal(t)^ciiMiite  ^f  iiM?,?llj&iivMaj6r-\' 
(^Qoetmfl  Aleld  M?l£[edtteiFiMer.(«oibiiB9^ 


mitf^tf'ifi  a  ktterfrbmth^  R^6t9^ly.'Q<ili» 
FV>fcr,i^tbellight  Kort^Wrfi^fWttfcAfliAa^  i- 
Exr^tttft^'of  tktfc  G^^  *f  ttfeetfer^ft-Wi^AlafiSr 
'  GtnetA  A.'  Mi 'ftritotif/^  '^he^lt^^rioirf. 
.  W.  Wiindhaiiv;  HaP^  AlexAidW;  li^ 
'  &r^i^,  tmiKwrtwwrno  iiJhf^^bjr  <ietkM| 
:  PiMti^o<M4gJri»liio*'ha4i»iT*gbt<ifti^r?i*^i^ 
Sir  j-iMy  IHftw  4^r  Ih6  27tli  'nk^  hi» 
^IraadV  infbiitM^  y6u>  th4t>  ti^ca^st^qd^iyb 
<rf  Ihettftiij;  represeib<*(f)dn  '^Mdj^^is- 
4ect,  liW  M^stv*^  ikM^i  het^,  ^  Q6ff  of 
wKieh  I  then  t^'dQim^Uti^,  »^«tio^  lh¥  Visk 
Uie4ribflMri»ti  of  AWxtfmliriAiratf  4>(  ^>eing 
itatve^y  iMf^  Kos^tA  ai«d  llcihmsiiiie'iiM« 
tlikyn  p<»«es^bnol5by*W»  Ma)«tf*4  trr>»»ps  I 
bad;\irith  tb&*con<mnrefneeor  ftearAMtH^ 
Sir  John  Duckwdrib,  lit^ttith^Mikfliat  re'- 
gfmv^nr  and  Cbasse<irs  Briiabnteiir.<r.DK<k^ 
MyjOf  General  Wawcb^pe,  ffnd  Rrl^iefr 
General^'Me^^;  for  that*  jnvi^piOt^-^i~^4  sia 
now  under  ibe  dismgi-efidble  necdi^y  uf  M^ 
qn«inting7<W»  that,  ciifctrafyto  ifl  e*pecta* 
tlon;  tills  meaedr^  «lid  iwrl  sutteed.  ^  OUr 
troops  took  posKesatoh  <>f- ihitf  heigbi^(^ 
Abcntriiiaiidow  (ii4i1di'($kHAftMmd*^4$  tWtil 
tdthontMy^i^ssi;  lAiC;  fi^dm  dttrdaMlaik^ 
as  yet  unekpiamed;  ttife  "gtni^ral/tifsiatti'^ 
ke^pihft  >i6<p^t  tber»,  JilnfohskMikoaiy  Wib 
w^^piid  tid  gb^  Iftto  ttie^mrtfi  wM'hit  «#boi& 
l<Wo^,  5^Hhoiic  ^ny 'jpt^U>^H  k^aitvinMUjiht^VlF 
it,' when  the  troopn  Nkretti^^^  ^etefetf^a§^ 
M  fVoM*  the.  w4ndo%wr  ^  atui  >to^' '  ^  hM 
htMHesi  ^itbdik  *etfer  iee'it^  ^heir^  0M<t»VL^ 
tiiat  inordt  thotifht  expedibnt  m  ra^l  A^(M 
e^ddUy  fli  Major  Gei^eral  Wttuchop^  tM 
unrortunatel/ic1}ied>  and  the«edi(kidii>do(fiP 
rtiaridr  Btigadter  Ouneral  Meaxle; '^ev«V^ 
wrxmded.— -*-The  troops^  1  ttt)derMfltl; 
though  certainly  placed  in  a  most  trying ^iod 
perilous  situation,  bebaved  ^hieo&y^w^^ 
andafierhHvtog  sififeredr  1  an» ^Of^  ^^T» 
very  materially,  in  killed  and  w^iUMe^^^ 
yott<Oinll  seeby  theaJ»^e^eBiV>hinii^y  Hkired 
tiiAboukir,  tn'good  urte^  wiiftoHtiWlMiftA 
tiob,  from  wl^ci^  LdinQt»^7theni'l^^mtini 
t6  Aleicandda^^Thh  liAs^ceFt«fhlt^'%eeiir« 
very  he»vyr|iu^iin^fje(j|i0l  is^fOkl  \^fm^m§i 
more  espediUlL/at  every  ihfiff«ditMbQiMnM^ 
t0  GMidiTd^  that  Ito  b^p#<lt«dirpif  «iwr 
would  be  trifling  r  «n^4^^  t>ui>ttt<^r<4» 
recomtnended  mar  pnidmu^-coi^mn^^. 

' -^Pmdingt  bo^ivef^y by  Ae  wiigiJyiJTKpiiiiT 
•en(aUon«f  M)Q<»r  Miasmviblltfor^liil  %f 
the  personal  4ipplfaittoli  dT^^-Sdrblfl^  W 
Ch^ei Magistrate,  in  the  name  of  the 

,Bthu^e;  that .« famiile  JtMraMtW^iMj 

:  atfd  imm«dtate  ci9nkdiy|Mbtti^^M 
in^  ah:  Aldxl|iiariJs  t(f(tds^illt|«y«^H:l«lMgSttV 

!  vjoe/IanA  datopQvOodiiillflitf  ^^rilU»* 

■  XU^U^4#ivQu^oiiriBiMS^lb^ 
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aeWft!tatm|C«hQC  «ji;rpft^  W4^r  Ji\^Qo/»m^^ 
CakJiwJ-Ql^waW  <ii8 p**  i^iorginf),  Do  effect 

l(I^«i}jy;«:f»iai^eTifei;0f>hwping4)®iiie^A^  of 

j^litwpt^Qf  a  Pispa^b  ffooijM^ior  ©JRfmJ 

i,.  Ee^i^^'datsd  .0n  boardi  liU.<Af4^sty;^  .flJiip 
.T ,  ^^aoopas^  AbouJUr  ^fv  Aprfl  a4,  jl  W?. 

^tbtt'  tto)  4f¥;o04  atM^mpt^Mit.i  thougbti  {»> 

JQwingtoji  greoft  r«t»iiwwwmtof  the  endmy. 
bring  If i^t^oAjTA  ibe  Nile,  froni  Cairoiin^iich 
^VCffporver^  .our  tr^i^ps  imd  obliged  tbem 
to  Wl  bpcfcwith  th/e  ios«*  Lam^ewiji  lo 
A8^,  of  xicifiy  ^KK|0  meit>  ip  kitle<t  ^oujickd 
ai^mis^iog.  .Among. ^0  iarter  are  Li^ut 
i^vjQqrf.  ftI'Leod,.  M^jW,  Vpg^vigi  /and 
Myjor  Mobr*;  Brigadier  XSreiwri>l  Stewflrt, 
^Kho.  0i<l9matidcdiberrroop».'OQ  tbii  ser^kc, 

S*  r<H^X  «OF:upQflrbw  oWKtIi  towards  Atexaii* 
rW.WMb  ri)9  re^ndinder  pf -Ws  fiircOi.  aod 
|>«srAdt.)Fet^5i^t.me^^  (tHmls;  but«  a9|l)* 
A4fnM  '<&t5li« it  now^pry  ia-  diftpatph  tfeo 
JYiWirdj.-brig^/iiiMnediateljifirQin  tbia  Bay  to 
>Ie«lwU'libM*  k.«eoc86ary  to-,  give  yp«  aU 
t|y^j«|fQir9>i^ion  Iran)  at  presotit  io  posaessioo 
<a>4*an48baiiLiciA|roiidibejpartkHilanHaf-  t^tt- 
u|>ft)ft^na^e;  afl&ir,  .by  bii  Majea^'i  tbip 
^Iw^pd^f^j-  which  ,  wW  leave  Ale3Li«dria 
V^cy  wqUi  sad  as  I  teve  tHiX  time  to  ac- 
qUaiptiJai^.jVIiijesty's'ininbikirsof  ibit  event, 
itjy ,ti^iA  opp0ff«jHty<  1  must  reqMe«t}'Ou  to 
h^fi«ibeL£^)odoeis.to  do  li.m  sobii  .aEi/po«^ 

S>ip.^    VI  >--]  ,.        •.  --> . 

eittwi  ofikUM  m>df^oiinckdaf.  the  army 
,\jii»  tii9  ^oiion^of  tbo  ^ttt  of  March,  yeO/s 
,£^t.Ro(i^tta.    '.  ^  h. ■.•'.>  ■ 
bs .  ( *iHed,T^^^ffi  4j  Mtjorf jaenoTttl .  Boyal 
AfH^)^^^  ^^xmk  and  filoc   3 1st  |let[i[nbht, 

jijii>t.  jl»)d;!flte.  oCbi^sfrttft  Bdtabnfqoe^  i? 
9ftP^»HUJ  Uciili^nawb  aj^Sotjoaal^/ a  dfum- 
^Mr8^j9Qn<j»ikriafXlifiin^t;/Toca^  i  Mi^ori^. 
^^«  9iC^|tt«U»s^!licLi9^eiiM(tf,  iSt«jeaDtai> 
f<jOr^«iHMn«i^70'V«nlR«)d«](n;>^i  .      .u.^ 

BBi(^te;M^(iW«  iJRoj^^l  Artiilery^,.  lO  rdhk- 

'nf?nflpt^Wf%tijx5rf  aUmi-  ir«yBl.)ai;tJltei^ 
dfMH^pe«$<p4otbf(»%(^         dnig(»miMf  den. 

^feMltiXilfrL  W9if»Wi^oB9giiprat  tesJ^oUw 
%MffB<fflgtfi^t>A%MludfiMo(ot.M^439^ 


^Hry»nH^And:filo> '  ^ftCoq^^liliiiik^hM 
^o, .  >T<>tat  A  jBrig»diiert.Ge^wwJ^  !j^|[wr 

Ei>$igT»ii  ti  SDr^mU^  ^£h;vitQin|ri»:a6ilni*k: 

«lKt .titei; >.'.'?,' J  viH      ^■■'   -^i-'W  i.'}o(fT:.f!    r:!? 

W'i<^v)p<i»)  d^m.ll^iiianiu  ^84)tj|'AJpb» 
R<>befi»oa*  Chtsaww  :Bf Jtartiifqwi,LCoM* 
3.d«Serocour<,  Lteit^.D'Aaweb  ,:   .v  L  :£i 

Cforoea  of  officer*  ^iiowfKfcritrrrrBrjgidirtr 
QlMral-Ute  {Ion.  Robert  Jfte^de.-dlJtJteft 
f^n^cntfc  Captai^s  Hor9»Hn»6^igfej^fl^er)i 
;9ad  Dow^tUI  i  Lieutwa^us  ?JB,;K«o»^  .Feier 
roi3,,Thorntoo^  SUddp^v  and  SyjW^a ';£*i$ig(tt 
K}Tby, ,,  diaajenrt  firlf;iMiy|[iiieft>  !.C9fitaiiif 
Dali<\ijtoy>:  .4e  ConabrewonU  Aj'.CWowlidU 
aiul  de  JUafitte  }  Lieut«na?>t4!  %^Mj¥ivf^.l\ 
Spii;^  de  Sa«U,#ttdSJing^tii  Ei>5Jg%lJi[»» 
singnault,  A^iuta^t.  .  (Si^wW/ .v(?#0iwt 
Ai«^Y>  A<;ti^g  Pfipyty:A^t|ft|.Cw>«[aL';: 

N.  B.  M^stpf  ttm.iW9un4e4'  oi^^^  uA 
iDeaarerecQvpripg.fj    \^yui\,':'r  \y>.::-m 

.    FOREIGN  OFF^CIAI*^  J?AFBBfe^^::io 

Warsaw,  Jan.  U.-^ni4i<?  M^«lf::Bei 
cember  the  aoncxed  4i^ficb  v^JlrOA.  ^Bos^ 
Qingsen  was  received  by -the  Kii^g  jg^eiRMiil 
ftt-Konigsbcr^.  "ft;  waa  Jmaa^Siatdyt|w\to 
lisbed  and  ported  up  tb^ougMmt  ^iMOi 
where  it  excited  *tbe:gr^at?^,  tr^^portfi^ 
joy.  llie  king  was  pybJidyooi^limeQifd 
on  tbf)  occasion,  bwt<?aibp  51?t;  i«?  Afep^^iW 
ing.  intelligfnce  wasgivenfb^s^p^ftJJi^iftit 
offi<?er»,  coinroborated  by  ptli?r,adywe«  <*p«l 
the  couD^,  of  the  r^l  s^al^  ipjC  tbif^?,au5idr. 
ness  and  ^QStern^tioA^  wer^  {max  so  .iqiiqK 
the  greater,  as  every  one  bAd:a,h^x>doQe4)hiiH3 
self  to  jpy •  .  It  was  th^n  Tescdy;e4.tQ  wifl^te 
Kouigsberg,  and  jMreparatiopa,  yr^e  ?^fiOfi4ri 
ingly  paade  for.  t|^t}  purjJOSj^.b-Tbfi'trffafw* 
and  ipost valuable. property ..^asiqunedyntelK 
9Mxs\  to  MerocL  ^  Tlje  Qjf^j>,^)¥bt  v^f Jt^lk 
ill,  ^ba^f^  on,  ibe  ^4  of  /anp^Qf  &f J^ 
to^ynv  theA,i*gse^oflitfropitiften»Ofv:tllfk 
6th*  Th^  rem;^n8p^'^^4^9iW>.*ftWftll 
a;fq.4?part^  fpr.tfe^wg?^;|ftfF.Jia«iogitilr 
Konigsburg  two-  b«itt4}!fir^j«i*  ^Wn^WfWW* 
invalids. — ^The  Kii]ig  of  Prussia's  ministry  is 
composed  in  the  following  maimer: — GtCL^ 

rih^forstitt  Mbhwe'wmmdT«?*«^ea*3r 

the  bAtt<J^oB<^^>rs»^k'l^if^TOk^ 
Wd[r.— Tbd  i  P,«MidftnU  .fiagfiflbigtiiicwdtf  ap 


,  set^fofdil  etfl  to  BnflBVi^'jUbBflSbbnaie;«i/ 
tlHtMB^^te^Kl(«ot%l^klQ^M-aatA]kft^ 
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battalions  left  at  Konigsberg  with  the  com- 
pany of  invalids. — Lieut.  Gen.  Hamburger 
<k>mman(ls  at  Dantzic,  where  he  has  a  garri- 
son of  6000  men.  The  inhabitants  have 
been  disarmed,  and  it  has  been  intimated  to 
thetn  that  in  case  of  alarm  the  troops  will 
fire  on  ail  those  who  shall  quit  their  houses. 
Gen.  Guzadon  commands  at  CoU/erg,  with 
1800  men.  IJi^m.  Gen.  Couhiere  is  at  Gra- 
dentz,  with  3000  men. — ^The  French  troops 
are  in  iaaotion  to  surround  and  besiege  these 

ibrtres-.es. A  certain  number  of  lecruits 

whom  the  King  of  Prussia  had  caused  to  be 
sfssembled,  and  who  were  neith.r  clothed 
nor  armed,  have  been  disbanded,  because 
tbere  was  no  method  of  keeping  ^hem  in  or- 
der.— ^Two  or  three  Knglish  officers  were  at 
Konigsberg,  and  caused  hopes  to  be  enter- 
tained of  the  arrival  of  an  English  army. — 
The  Prince  of  Pless  has  in  Silesia^  12  or 
15,000  men  shut  up  in  the  fortresses  of 
Breig,  Neif,  Schweidnitz,  and  Konell,  which 

Prince  Jerome  has  caused  to  be  invested. 

We  shall  be  silent  concerning  the  ridiculous 
dispatch  of  Gen.  Benningsen  }  we  shall  only 
remat^  that  it  contains  something  incon- 
ceiveable.  This  General  seems  to  accuse 
his  colleague,  Gen.  Buxhovden ;  he  says 
that  be  was  at  Mokow.  How  could  he  be 
Ignorant  that  Buxhovden  was  gone  to  Goly-  * 
min,  where  he  was  beaten ;  he  pretended  to 
have  gained  a  victory,  and  nevertheless  he 
was  in  full  retreat  at  ten  at  night,  and  this 
letreat  was  so  hasty  that  te  abandoned  his 
wounded  ?  Jict  him  shew  us  a  single  piece 
of  cannon,  a  single  "French  standard,  a  single 
prisoner,  but  .twelve  or  fifteen  men  who 
migbt  have  been  taken  here  and  there  In  the 
rear  of  the  army,  while  we  can  shew  him 
dOOO  priconers,  two  standards,  which  he  lost 
near  Pultusk,  and  3009  wounded,  whom  he 
abandoned  in  his  flight. — Should  Gen.  Bux- 
Lovden  have  given,  on  his  side,  as  true  a 
relation  of  fhe  engagement  of  Golymin,  it 
will  be  evident  that  the^  French  army  was 
beaten,  and  that  in  consequence  of  its  defeat 
it  took  possession  of  100  pieces  of  ordnance, 
and  1600  baggage  waggons,  of  all  the  hospi- 
tals of  the  Russian  army,  of  all  its  wounded, 
and  of  the  important  position  of  Sieroch, 
Pultusk,  Ostrolenka,  and  obliged  the  enemy 
to  fall  back  90  leagues.  With  regard  to  the 
inference  attempted  to  be  drawn  by  Gen. 
B«nningsen,  from  his  not  having  been  pur- 
•lied,  it  Is  sufficient  to  observe,  that  good 
care  was  taken  not  to  pursue  him,  because 
our  troops  outstretched  him  by  two  days 
march,  and  that  but  for  the  bad  roads  that 


hindereu  Marfhal  Souft  from  following^  thk' 
movement,  the  Russian  General  would  have 
found  the  French  at  Osirolenka.— It  remaini 
for  ua  only  to  seek  what  could  be  the  inten- 
tion of  such  a  relation  ?  It  is  the  same,  no 
doubt,  that  the  Rus^ans  proposed  to  them- 
selves at  the  battle  of  A.usterlitz.  It  is  the* 
same,  no  doubt,  as  that  of  the  Ukases,  by 
which  the  Emperor  Alexander  declined  ac-^ 
cepting  the  grand  insignia,  because,  he  said, 
he  had  not  commanded  at  that  battle,  and 
accepted  the  small  insignia  for  the  success 
he  had  obtained  in  it,  although  under  thoj 
command  of  the  Emperor  of  Austria. — ^He 
says  furthermore,  he  had  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Berg  and  Davoust  against  him,  whilst,  iu 
fact,  he  had  only  to  cope  with  the  division 
of  Suchet,  and  the  corps  of  Marshal  Lnnnes^ 
the  17th  regiment  oY  light  infantry,  and  34th 
of  the  line,  the  64th  and  88th  are  the  only 
regiments  who  fought  against  him.  Ho' 
must  have  reflected  very  little  on  the  position, 
of  Pultusk,  to  suppose  that  the  French  would 
take  possession  of  that  town,  commanded 
withiu  pistol  shot.— There  is,  however,  on« 
point  of  view  under  which  the  relation  of 
Gen.  Benningsen  may  be  justified.  No 
doubt  but  apprehensions  were  entertained  of 
the  effect  which  the  truth  might  produce 
throughout  Prussian  and  Russian  Pol^d, 
which  th«  enemy  were  to  cross,  had  it  reach- 
ed those  countries  previous  to  his  being  ena- 
bled to  place  his  hospitals  and  scattered  de- 
tachments safe  from  insult. — ^Thesc  relations^ 
80  evidently  ridiculous,  may  still  produce  the 
advantages  for  the  Russians  of  delaying  for 
some  days  the  ardour  which  faithful  recitals 
will  not  fail  to  inspire  the  Turks  with  5  and 
these  are  circumstances  in  which  a  few  day»* 
forn^  a  delay  of  some  importance.  Expe- 
rience, however,  has  proved,  that  all  wilei 
defeat  their  end,  and  that  in  all  things  sim- 
plicity and  truth  are  the  best  means  in  po- 
licy. 

PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES. 

The  Eighth  Volume  of  the  Parliamek-* 
TART  Debates;  comprising  the  period  fronri 
the  commencement  of  the  last  session,- 
Decexnber  15,  I8O6,  to  March  4,  IS07, 
will  be  published  on  Saturday  next. 

The  Second  Volume  of  the  Paeliamew-' 
TARY  History  op  England  (comprising 
the  period  from  the  Accession  of  Charles  I. 
in  1625,  to  the  Battle  of  Edge-hill  in  Octo- 
ber, 1642),  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on  Sa- 
turday the  4th  of  July. 

Ill  • 
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**  Att  iTi^ttirmg  Pkrliamcnt  this  must  be,  or  titt  people  will  not  be  satisfied  wiik  it/'--— «-Dr.  C&LCftAtt't 
Sptteh,  Had  June,  )6o7. 
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SUMMARY  OF  POLITICS. 
Lo7D  MiLToM*:!  Dxnkbr.-*-^ — ^Tbis  din- 
ner, which  took  place  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  on  the  13th  instant,  it  of  impor 

'  tance,  as  connected  with  politics,  because, 
tkw^^,  ostensibly,  intended  merely  for^the 
par))ose  bf  celebrating  lord  Mtitotr*  tri- 

'  umph  Ln  VorlcsUire,  over  the  no-popery  can* 
didirte,  MV:  Lascelles,  It  must  be  regarded, 
as  it' in  reality  was,  a  meeting  for  the  pwr* 
JKHe  of  declaring  open  war  against  the  new 
ministry,  arid  for  embodying  the  incaas'  of 
carrying  on  that  war.  ■  In  the  opening 
speech  of  M*.  Fjiwkes  (late  raenaber  fur 
Torkshire),  who  wer  chairman  upon  the 
occasion,  and  who  stands  so  highly  recom* 
mended  to  the  country  by  his  ciccellcnt  ad- 
dress, i»  which -he  said,  that,  after  what  he 
had  seen  in  the  House  dl  Commons,  he  *had 
no  longer  any  ambition  to  bether6;  iu  ibis 
$f^h  there  was  v^  Tutle  wortHy  of  |«ri1- 
oular  iw>i?iv,  except  that  tht  speaker  rmdc  * ' 
an  opai  declaraiibu  agninsrpcculatf/ns.  Sornc- 
ti me  after,  trowcver,  upon  nis  liralth  being 
drunk,  he  U  reported,  in  the  papers,  lo  have* 
said  :  "  I  beg  leave,  in  the  fir^t  place,  to  re- 
"  turn  you  my  naost  sincere  and  heartiul 
*•  tlianks  for  the  very  kind  and  distinguish- 
**  ed  honour  you  have  just  dou^  me  j  and 
**  in  the  second  place  to  assure  you,  that  T 
*'  shall  ever  consider  your  approbation  of 
"  ray  conduct  as  the  most  valuable  of  all  my 
^  poi^seiisiona.  My  continuance  in  that  si- 
"  tuittton  to  which  your  kind  partiality  so 
**  recently  elevated  me,  was  iK)t  long 5  but 
*'  dttri;ig  the  short  time  I  had  the  honour  of 
"  betxig  vour  representative,  I  trust  I  proved 
*'  myselt,  what  I  had  ever  prolessed  myself 
'*  to  b<^,  a  steady  supporter  of  tlie  timUed 

/*  mol^rchy  of  my  country,  a  firieBd  to  fhe 
ff  "cause  of  liberty  at  home  and  abroad,'  and 
''  an  advocate  for  a  temperuU  reformation 
**  of  those  numervas  and  tnormous  abusts, 
•'''which  no  friend  to  his  country  can  cod- 
!'  template  v^lkmt  mpprttumsipn  crvd  dis- 
it  ^ust:*-^ — Well^  then,  there  are  •'  nu- 
jHemus  and  enormous  abuses;*'  they  ekcilt 
*•  apprekenmn  and  di'^Odt,"  in  every  friend 
of  the  country  y  and  Mr.  Pawkes  wqu)(3  fain 
^im.li\m.Xm^^ , Jf  ^ere  to  be  vnsbfld 


—,^ ^, ...^ ^r— tnJ4 

had  named  some  few  of  the  iboseil  and  that 
he  had,  :.!x)ve  all  things,  beeitt  specific  ns  10 
the  tioie  and  mantHfr  of  refbrro.  For,  Mr. 
Fawkes  was  in  parrtament  fotir  months,  and 
.he  never  moved  tor  any  reform  $t  all  j  oor 
did  he,  UiSt  I  know  of,  'iKver  say  there,  oii» 
word  about  numerous  an^  enormous  abu«s. 
His  tern;  erate  reformation,  too!  What  does 
he  mean  by  temptfafe  f  OixA  be  mean,  that 
he  would  not  have  xh^.  govertmient  toni  .up 
bythcroois,  and  all  )a^  aftd  propert/  ^im* 
stroyed?  This  is  a  very  good  irtieaning,  J»ut 
what  is  the  use  of  expressing  It }  IVhO  is 
there  (h«  wishes  tt^  see  <hich  dkrstrvcHAve 
>  work  ?  X  am  ^aid,  that  the  qoalifibation, ' 
temperate^  means  stdw  -and  so  very  jio^v  as 
for  no  one  totAHble  to  perceive  if  in  Sny 
vnty  whatever.  •  As  ttmpet^Ue^s  jxnrpleflie, 
Mr.  Fawkes,  but,  let  that  thing  tt  dme.  Cet 
the  reformation  take  |ildoe>  ¥spedatiy  as^tho 
^Jbt^s|^j»rQ  90  Jittinorou*  -mvAjd  enorns^Qs. 
^JiTlT^r;  wis  uV^^  &#ul*ry. 

'l'h<?v.  alter  tvity  501  4J<)sjc3vion.;.jif  ^office, 
talked  of  a  temperate  reVo»ma3ort;  tbit  is 
to  say,  iti  their  vevklentseiise  of  the  words,  a 
slow  rvformatioo ;  or,  in  other  words,  «r  re- 
formation exactly  the  contrary  of  ihat, 
which,  for  twenty  long  years,  they  had  been 
demanding.  Ic  is  a  quite  wrong  notion,  I 
presuttie,  that^  to  act  with  temperance,  'joa 
must  proceed  at  a  snail's  pace,  la  many, 
cases  it  happens,  that,  not  to  act  with  promp- 
titude is  the  same  thing  aS  not  acting  a^ali ; 
and  this  is  (k  caso  of  that  sort,  for  iP  tho 
jiboses  are  numeroiiis  and  enormotis,  to  re* 
form  some  of  t|M»n[>  should.be  set  about  it>- 
stantly,  because.  It  being  in  tiieu-  Datura  to 
increase,  untei$yoa  begin  b«t loses,  nv4  dear 
your  way  as  you  J^o,  4he  increaso  vttter* 
tainit  aiirpai»s  the  diminulion.  In  diOrt,  tilt 
word  temperaU,  thui  applied,  was  U5€tJ  by 
Pitt  as  often  as  by  any  biidy ,  $id  I  have  na 
doubt  at  alt,  that  it  wiil  be  used  by  hS^  ^sd* 
pies,  who  now  compose  the  uo-popery  och* 
ni&iry  j  snd,  if  their  oppownts  ha^e  notjiinf  . 
better  than  general  exprORrfoos  »bo?t fern* 
perat«.  reformatk)n  to  dfferjhe  ptop^.  tliey 
may  rest  assured,  that  the^^eooleViri  j^lacs 
no  reliaiice  iTpon  tl^in  j  ati4,  Aii^oi^'ever 
great  their  number  of  sttfi^,  ittd,  v  obttrse* 
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safely  set  tBem  at  defiance.    Ttls  a  reTofma- 
tion  qf  rfuises  that  is  wan  ted:;.. a  real  refor- 
mstifiii;  a  reformation  tiwt  wc^cznfeeL  We 
wdot  td.be. abJe  to s&y,  "  such  or  such  an 
/'  abuse  Tias  heen  reformed  ^  $udi  or  «ucii  a 
'*  robber  has  heen  ^mndeto  dm^sr^n^  or.  has 
"  hetn  punished^  such  ©csucfifiinecor**  or 
"  luaoicriled  pensiohft  have,  been.  ahoUsM  ; 
''  wick  or  audi  itaxe*  ^<M/e.  i>€ifn^r€i)e^UdS* 
We  \vatit  to  hmv  \h^i  sonieiliU^:^  ^<v  ^^'^ 
done}  and,  uotii  >ve  do  l^novv .  tl)^ij>    Mr. 
Fawkcs  may  be  asaurd}, . that  ae  .«hail  pay 
biit little  attention*  to  the  >p«:ecbes  and, mo- 
tiom  of  ihpse  who  italk  about :  a  refbrnoatioB 
of  abuses;  ittr  ih9  purpoa^i  aa  we  aluW  think, 
t)f  otntmg  those  '^bo  nOw  pro&t  by  those 
ak>uB98,  ID  order  to 'be  abb  to  profit  by  »ucb 
abuses theunaeivesi  -^r-  Xovd  Mittoa  &  ^eecb, 
which  I  amRsw.abont  to  imen,  ait  1  tind  it 
re^rtid  in.  the  newspapers,  ^ras  not  more 
dcdfinibe  tbai^  JJr.  Jawjurt's;     *'  In  nsing/' 
said  his  lordship^  ''  upon  tbi$  occ;uJon,  as 
«'  the  refnresQQtfltive  of  tho  gr«at  and  respejs- 
*'  table  comty  of  York, .  something  more 
**  wi11*t«f}rjistoraUy  be.txpeded  from  me 
<^  tiuta  Bktrdy  to  retura  thMHts  for  t^e  ho* 
**  nonr  yds  Jbave  done  me  inc^rinking  my 
'^  boaltk  '■  When  1  beoeme  a  eandidate  for 
^  th^   h'/gb  >  and  distinguished    station  in 
^'  which  the  good  seese  and  public  spirit  of 
^  YH^ltfhirehas  pkcod  me^  I  was  not.ac* 
'*  totttedbyepy- private  pi^  or  personal. 
*^  cDinidefatioB, «s theaopertisemeot which- 
'^  my  oppoaent  has  thought  proper  to  pub- 
*'  li^i  secerns  to  insinuate.     No,  I  stood  "for- 
'*  ward  to  Wndieate  the  late  admtaistcatioin 
**  from  tbecaluotuiies  so  industriously  pro- 
'^  pagated  against  them,  and  to  vindkale  the 
'*  conslUulion  of  my  country,  which  has  feem 
*^  viUated  liy  his  majesty  s  present  ministers. 
'*  I^t  those  ihinisterswi^o  talk  upon  their 
'^  bosKted  appeal  to  pub^ie  o|>iuion,  reflect 
**  upon  the  ansvrer  tliey  Jiave  received  from 
'^  the  important  county  6f  YQrk.    Tliere 
"  th<>>'  iHive  found  a  distinguished  illustra- 
'*  tion  of  that  which  iliust  be  manifest  to 
*?  any  tliinking  iuan  in  the   empire — the 
**  county  of  York  has  decidedly  eis^ressed 
**  its. opinion  of  the  character  ot  his  Majes- 
•*  ty's  present  mi»iiW?iH— that  th^  clamour 
'*  they  wtTuld  exoite  is  ineffective— 4hat  the 
'    •<  xalunmica  they.wouU  circoUite  ai?e  ub- 
S*  founded'— tliat,  ^he  prt^eiplcs  they  would 
**  manttaiti  are    uncon*titutio»al — thset  the 
'*  motives  by  which,  they  arc  actuated*  are 
**  bad.    Of  the  nature  of  their  motives  in- 
'•  dvid,  it  is  impossible  to  entertain  a  doubt.-, 
"■  *  £or  any-  set  ot  men,.  w1k>  could  for  theji; 
•'  own  pri^te  adv;iptage  and  emodumeiit, 
"  or  in  order  to  satisfy  an  i;pprojier  aiTibi- 
"  t'on>  iMscrt  to  expedients  cglcuialed  to 
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"  provoke  a  recurrence  of  those  disgraoefol 
''  scenes  wjiich  agitated  the  country  in  x^ 
"  year  1780,  cannot  be  influenced  by  good 
**^  motives.     Against  such   men   qnd   their 
'*  views,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  t&W&ad  ; 
**  and  against   them,  gentlemen,  we  have 
'*  fought  and  couquefed.  But  my  oppoact»t, 
'*  Mr.   Lascelles,.    hofi   thought    propec   to- 
"  ascribe  his  failure  to  the  animosity  of  thsr 
*■•  clothiers ;  and  cer-tainly  it  is  rather  odd 
*'  in  a  man  to  pi>blisb  to  the  world  that  be 
''  has  £)ikd  in  a  great  contest  tb rough-  ihe 
'*  unpopularity  of  .his    own  character.     I 
**  really  believe,  gentlemen,  that  Mr.  La^ 
*'  celles  is  the  fhst  who  ever  publicly  as- 
*'  signed  such  a  ground  for  his  defeat.     Tlie 
*'  feet  however  is,  gentlemen,,  iha  four  vrc- 
"  tory  rests  on  public  grounds,  and  has  been 
"  achieved  by  tfr»  pubUc  spirit  and  indepert- 
"  dence  of  Yorkshire.     When  I  make  nsc 
'*  of  the  tferm  independence,  Idn  not  mean 
"  that  hackneyed  sense  in  which  it  is  too  of" 
'*  ten,  with  other  phrases,  uied  al  elections 
**  f^T  purposes  of  imposture.    No,  I  meau 
'*  that  independence  of  mind,  of  character, 
*^  and  of  station  wkieh  I'ehngs  /«  those  ^jr 
**  vfh^m  I  have  had  th^' honour  to  le  sup^ 
"  ported.    By  tl>em  tlie  genuine  force  €>f 
*'  independence  kis  been^utanifested;  they 
^'  sawthot  the  cause  in  whkh  they' wereifso- 
*■  gag^d  vas'not  that  rrierely  ^f  rhejr  own 
^  county,  but  of  tbeenapireat'largeii:«f  )ua- 
*^  tice»aiMi  tlie  constitution  J.  and- it  iMo  be 
''  heped»  that  their  success  wilKtencii  pi!" 
"  nisters  ea  impressive-  keisoiira^  to  tbo  fieti* 
"  cy  of  propagating  sla«der:j  as  to  the^ijon- 
"  3equeuce  of  violating  the  conttituSont ,  I 
"  do  c^t  triumph  geutkmea,  in  Uie  x^i«te 
**^  of.  our  contest,  beduse  ifr  is  gr^efqi  x» 
**  any  pergonal  ambition,  but  beoiuift it  af- 
',*  fbrds  a  saliafitctory  evidence  Aat  ^^a|>i- 
"  rit  of  real  Lndqieodencd  «nd  tks  Uve  of 
*'  public  liierly,  as  esMablishedatib»  tevo^ 
"  /^/ion,  is  Dot  <7^i^4>lo^edirom  the  hearts 
"  of  Engr^hmcn.  .This,.gentka>eiVTia  the 
'^  reaaod  that  I  am  pnMdef  tUtgpli^Cerent. 
<'  I  am  rejoiced  tonodthafcTOcktt^n-as  Abe 
'.'  piesent  rainiMers^tmusif- be   disturbed  to 
"  feel,tliat  whenever  an  ^tletopifc is  iiwrie  by 
'*  any  govermnent  to  violate  the*  |)cflbtf4es 
/'  of  the  caastitutiun^  ther&are  such  mea  a» 
"  my  const rtueiiU,  determineyi:.le. oppose, 
"  and  to  cu»9tfir..'^— TwTo  eoiiM|uer  vufcol, 
my  lord?  Whdr,v:or  whom  ha«e  ^y.:iaiB^ 
qtierad? '  Coiiqt|Bred  tte  Uo-^cjjartrtbWifrty?- 
if  that  beyout  lonMilp-s  meaiiinf;  ypiHuust 
sp^  by  strticipation«  ^idnuy  WdedoTited. 
It:wa3  a  very  kird  raniif  Yorktdurc.  ^dU^  » 
yoar  lordship  seems  Xc^tUDppose,   cWnlKe^ 
given  For  you*  were  all  tliat  were.giapterJbr 
the  con^iluiion,  the  constitution  is  in  a  ^pcot 
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way. But,  what  I  dtslike  most,  qr,  ra- 

tber,  what  1  like  the  leabt,  in  this  speech,  is, 
tlidt  it  says  nothing,     I  tind  nolhiug  in  it 
■charticteVisfic  of  ati  independent  and  deter- 
mlil^  Blind.     When  1  came  to  one  part  of 
hi&  lordship's  speech,  I  said  to  m)v>elf,  '*  oh, 
"  hero  we  slrall  have  something,  at-  last  r 
"  for,  be  hassaid  what  he  does  net  mean  by 
"  the  word  imtvpemUnce^  and  he  will  now 
"  tell  us  what  he  does  mean.'*     Not  at  all 
We  ^re  still  just  where  we  were.     He  ^oes 
not  tnesn  independence  in  that  sense  in  which 
it  is  used  at  elections  for  tfhe  purposes  of  im- 
posture J  but,  that  independence  of  "  mind, 
*'  of  character,  and  of  station,  which  belongs 
•'  to  those  6^  whom  he  iuu  beed  «uppdrted.'* 
Asa  compliment  to  his  constituents^  as  a 
sugar  phKise  to  attract  political  flies^  t^is  was 
vtTj  well ;  but,  it  was  of  no  value  with  re- 
spect to  the  rest  of  the  nation ;  for,  to  have 
given  us  a  correct  idea  x>f  the  iadepeodence 
that  he  meant^  it  \^as  necessary  to  have  satis- 
fied us  with  respect  to  the  mind,  character, 
and  station  of  those  who  had  voted  for  him ; 
so  that,  upon  this  score,  he  leav^  us  just  as 
wise  an  he  found  us.        There  is  a  good  deal 
about "  the  constitution,**  and^  if  bis  lordship 
had  called  that''  %  hacknied  phrase,'*  he 
would  have  been  nndeDiabl^  corr-oct;  but, 
hoir  hecao'bave  vitulicaied  (ho  constltmion 
by  bec4»ming'A  candidate  for  Y<Hkshire  I  anl 
quite  at  a  loss  to  discover,  seeing  that  it  m^s 
but  by  a  mere  trifling  majority  that  be  was 
chosen,  and  siking,  that  the  capacity  of  bear- 
ing the  expires  was  one  of  the  principal 
causes  of  bitt  success.    The  truth  is,  how- 
ever, tint  this,  again,  \&  an  ejcpresbion  of  »• 
acknowl^gid  meantng.     It  conveys  no  clear 
idea*     Ftve  men  might,  in  vending  it,  attach 
fivisdflferetifC  meanings  to  it. — ^His  lordship 
saysy  that  his  being  ohosen'for  Yorkshire 
pami  tllat  <'  the  loye  of  liberty,  as  esta- 
**  fadi^ied^^at  ti»e  revolution,    ift  not  ^/tits 
''  Wdtttd  torn  thelwartsof  Ei^Ijsliraen." 
Bftt,  in  ocder  CO  ascertain,  as  n^arljr  as  may 
b»i  upliether  bi^  londship  spoke  ^('itbxiai;  re- 
tiectitmyki  VLS&m  ask  wkat  that  *'  JiUriy'* 
conswted'df,  wfcichwas'^  established  .'n  the 
*'  fii»olud^/v  J  And,  ijere,  we    will   not 
tMi  ^bout*  rA^  eOJUiiiathn  fls    somthing 
whidK  ^vff  msm  may  interpret   as  it  best 
s«4«i1iisfUfpt>fies;  but  of  that  constitution 
which  l»  t»  be  fiMind  wrttten  in  ti^e  laws 
^wntd  a<  aitdalmosi/iauBedutdyaAer  the 
ct«pi4  tyrsBt  bad   been  driven .  from  the 
nkrene,    The«r.  laws,,  tjie  Bitt  o*^  RiOfiTs 
stnd  the  Act  ov  S&TtxsMTEtiT,  wbi^h  were* 
in  fact,  solcoin  comiactsbetweeu  tliepeo^ile 
atHt  tiieir  /uivcFrigo  aod'feis^  successors,  say, 
that  tke  elections  for  members  ol*  parliament 
jiliBlibo  fctf^v  Mid,  of  course,  the  buying  and 
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selling  of  seats  in  pafllament  are  coWrary  lO 
those  law.s,.  and  hostile  to  liberty,  as  then  es- 
tablished j  those  jaws  say,  that  no  plac&ian 
or  pensioner,  ui;ider  the  crown,  shall  have,  a 
seat  in  the  House  of  Commons;  those  laws 
say,  that  no  person,  not  a  native,  lorn,' of 
tliese  l>i/)g^Dm8,  shflll  hold  any  place  bf  trust 
civil  or  military  J  those  lau-s  say,  that,  urith- 
out  the  previous  consent  of  pariiarnent  (the 
House  of  Commons,  ^ob«er\'e.  having  m) 
placemen  or  peosioners  iti.  it),  ho  fyreign 
troops  shiill  be  introduced  into  this  country^ 
These,  with  ^^ther  less  imjwrtant  prdvisiqnir, 
were  enacted  for  the  e impress  putpos»e.  of 
"  better  securing  the  righis  and  liberties  of 
'•  the  people/*  Now,  then,  to. prove  I Ur.t 
his  lordship  reasoned  correctly  in  regarding 
his  recent  success  as  a  proof  that  the;  love  of 
liberty,  as  established  at  the  revolutidn,  was 
not  "quite  blotted  from  the  hearts  of  ^i- 
"  glishmen,"  it  must  first  be  proved,  that 
those  who  voted  for  him  gavis  their  votes 
upon  a  promise  on  his  part,  expressed  or  im*" 
plied,  that  he  would,  to  tl)e  utmost  of^  h\% 
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the  constitution  will  no  longer  take ;  and, 
besides,  ihe  other  par<y  set  up  the  same 
cry,  and  in  still  louder  tonds,  if  that  be  pos- 
sible; so  that,  all  that  the  people  can,  of  a 
certain,  know,  upon  this  siibject,  frdm  the^e 
accusations,  is,  that,  either  those  who  were 
in  place  the  cthc'i'  day*  or  those  wlio  are  in 
place  now,  are  liars,,  or,  (liai  both  parties 
have  violated  tlje  constinitSon;— — Tliecon- 
cUision  of  the  prbeeediiigs  at  tliis  i)innet 
were  such  as  oiie  would  wii?h»to  atfrrlnite  to 
the  ioflueflce  gf  the  t»otlle>  The  coisanoittee, 
it  seems,  who  bati  organittid  the  dinner,  had 
laid  nppu  liie  di^innaft  an  in^tmcHon^"  tiiat 
the  hc^thof  wo  person  not  counccred'with 
Yorkshire  hhoiild  be  givjen  ^  ^  taast.  \  But, 
it  appears,,  tiutt  &f r.  Fawkes- wati  iiJdoced  io 
^t  this  injiinctjoaatdetiaiice  for  the" sake  of 
toasting  one  supfr-eNceUeM  p«rsoxi^]  and 
who,  reader,  do  )'mii  think  thai  Sift)er*exceU 
lent  person  w:>^  }  "^Iti.'  S«  a  ^  id  a  jj  f  ^ho  J  i\^ 
candidate  for  Vi  eat minst-er  5  Iii?  wfau  called 
t4je  matro'okEutler  10  appear  «gii«st  the  cha- 
racter of  Drake  and  Weariierbead  who  inA 
been  his  sAipporter^  at  the  pret'cdino^  eltc- 
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tjon }  be  who,  onl7  the  other  dny,  set  on  I 
/cot  ^,  subscription  to  pay  expences  whkh  he  | 
lad  befdre  declared  to  be  paid  ;  the  pr oteg6 
qf  Peter  Moofe,  atid  "  the  ^er  of  Tom 
Sbcridap/*    But,  let  us  hear  the  report  of 
this  p^rt  of  the  proceedins^s.    It  is  too  f  alua- 
hU:  to  be  lost     It  h  concmshre  as  to  the  po- 
litlchl  character  and  views  of  the  meeting,  and 
'    *    '     "  *      '      ctcrofMr.Ffewkes.— 
that  he  must  swerve 
1  of  the  comctiitteo, 
nse  of  the  meeting, 
0)  by  an  inundation 
quartet  of  the  rooni, 
jtely*  concurred  with 
This  aenttment  natu- 
to  pay  every  tribute 
LUSTRIOUS  person 
'^wiluefi,  steady,  and 
f  Mr.  Fox,  and  the 
of   those  principks 
at  greaf  nuin*8  memo^ 
felt  happy  to  propose 
Shshidak  j  this  pro- 
d  wfthioiMf  and  long 
vHs  of.  applause.    As 
terminated,——  Mr. 
thanks  for  the  honour 
had  conferred  upon 
onour  he  felt  t6  be 
sd  by  a  considcrntiom 
man  by  whom  it  was 
at  rodn  he  recognized 
ch  were  dear  to  his 
by  an  ability  erainent- 
.  **  1  y  qualjftert  to  carrv  those  priticiples  into 
*'  effect,    llie  right  non.  gent,  pronounced 
'*  an,  elegant  eulggtum  upon  the  talents  of 
''  lord  Milton,  in  whom  he  was  happy  to 
'.  *'  perceWe  a  worthy  successor  to  that  great 
"  and  good  man  the  marquis  of  Rockingham^ 
•^  under  whose  administration  he  commenc- 
*^  ed.  his  political  career,  not  as  a  member 
^*'  of  Parliament,  but  as  a  member  of  the 
'^Rockingham  C/ttA— rerollecting  the  utili- 
*'  ty  ancf  consequence  of  that  institution, 
•'  which  comprehended  some  of  the  ableftt 
"  men  and  best  friend*  to  lit)erty  this  coon*- 
**  try  had  ever  known,  and  in  which  origi- 
*'  nated  many  highly  pat'riotic  propositions, 
i'.hc  couid  not  hflp  erpfcmn^  hit  uish  and 
*^  hone  that  it  should  be  revived.     MUa 
*'  taking  notice  of  the  respect  due*  to  the 
*^  old  and  genuine  strength  df  the  Country^ 
*'  the  light  hon.  gent,  dw^t  upon  th0  naeu-' 
"  nor  hi  which  at tempt55'hftd"f been'' uaade^f 
'  <*  late  jears  to  depreciate  that  l^rauch  of  the 
*^  coDstlliUion  by  introducing  impit>per  per* 
*'  SOM  into  it.     This  was  an  evil  which  ap»' 
**  peai;ed  to  be  prpductive  of  milth  misctief. 
""'      """""  >#r.  p<rjon^    Qbtained  their 
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"  HtUe  by  serving  an  apprenflceship  of  7  or 
'*  14  years   to  corruption  in  the  hufUe-  of 
^  Commons ;  and  then,  when  in  the  other 
**  house,  tho  double  mhchjef  arose — that 
*'  tbey  neither  had  any  sympathy  with  tho 
**  people,  nor  were  dlssolubte  by  the  Crown. 
"  The  right  hon.  gen.  rema^kedj  with  pe- 
^*  oiiliar    emphasis,  upon    the    connection 
**  which  ttiil  continued  to  exist  among  the 
"  Friends  of  Mr.  F«)X ;  and  expressed  his 
"  pride  and  pleasure  to,  witness  that  comiec- 
*'  tton.     If  indeed  such  a  connection  had 
"  ceased  with  the  death  of  his  iUustrioua 
'*  friend,  and  his  pai  ty  had  been  dispjrrsed, 
'^  file  record  of  his^tory  might  have  been, 
''  that  Mr.  Fox*s  adherents  had  been  in- 
'*  flucnced  merely  by  personal  attachment, 
*'  which  no  doubt  produced  him  many  ad- 
"  herents,  as  it  strengthened  the  adherence 
*'  of  all  who  knew  him.     But  that  the  great 
"  connections  of  that  great  roan  were  actuat- 
**  ed  by  principle,  was  evident  from  the  still 
''  existing  union   which  all  the  friends  of 
*'  principle  must  be  proud  to  witness.    The 
'^  right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  with  again 
'*  recommending  a  revival  of   the  **  RcKik- 
^*  Ingham  Club." — ^-The  CHAmMAN  ex- 
"  pressed  the  pleasure  he  felr,  in  common, 
^'  he  was  certain,  with  tlie  whole  comptoy, 
"  in  having  on  this  oocasiim  deviated  from 
'^  the  recommendation  ^  of  the  ComTOiltee, 
''  He  thanked  the  right  hon.  gent,  for  the 
**  opinion  he  had  been  pieased  to  expreat 
*'  of  him.     He  should  always  Jlael  prtmd  of 
*^  such  a  man.    From  kirn  indeed,  ptaise 
"  must  be  trnlxf  Jiattering  to  any  man,  for 
''  it  is  ev(  r  a  just  source  of  gmtifiea^oo— 
"  Laudari  a  lojidato   viro."— — Tlicre  is 
one  gratification,  which   Mr.  Fatrkes  qb- 
doubiedly  had,  and  th^^l  was  the  consdops- 
ness  of  fc«:ing  envied,  at  this  happr  moment, 
by  DO  man  not  actually  in  the  pUbry.    Oh, 
the  inexpressible  meanness  of  this  transac- 
tion !    Mr.  Sheridan  was  not  otic  of  tb« 
Stewards }  Mr.  Sbendan  had  not  onoe  bee&  i 
named  as  connected  with  the  Diimer,  until  J 
n  pai^agraph  in  the  Courier,  written,  proba*] 
bly,  by  Mr.  Sheridan  himseli^  bimcd,  T 
this  sHght  of  Ut.  Sheridan  m'^bt  posMblf 
be  repented  ^f  when  pariianoent  came 
m^.  This  hint  it  Wrb,  1  atn  ^ra^  oonrin^j 
ed^  that  prodvu:ed  the  toast.    Tney  hate 
^the  man,  chiefly  because  he  pbftiesaedgrca 
talents  ^hao  theyi  btit,  they  f^iured 
talents;  andi  aQ tha^C  am  be  saiidlbrtheU 
is/that  their  cowardice  stmMrssec^ibefr  I 
aiid  their  eiivy^    GtibdOod!-'  AmongriJ 
y^f,  m^o  in. the  Icli^ddm j , atnljh^ idl t 
millions,  '' nbtGoiitU9dtisa''ivith.TorkshiR.* 
to  select  this  man!     The  iiltatriams 
Sheridan !    An<f  then  Mr.  Sheridan  i 
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^Ir.  Fawkes  ;  and  Ihcn  Mr.  Fawkes  almost 
blttbbering  for  very  joy  at  beipg  thought 
-worthy  of  the  praises  of  *'  the  illustrious 
vu^Q**!  Poor  Mr.  Fawkes  hus  acted  wisely 
in  *'  retiring  to  private  life  ;**  for,  never 
"w^s  there,    iu  public  life,    any  thing  so 

foolish  as  this  before. Whet  gives  me 

the  inost  pain,  however,  belonging  to  this 
DitiDer,  is,  tlie  strong  prcifunoptive  e*idence, 
afibrdod  by  the  proceedings,  thai  Lord  Mil- 
ton will  be  made  a  mere  party  in«tnament, 
as  his  success  in  Yorkshire  hns  already  been 
rendered.  1  was  much  pieaa^  at  that  suc- 
cess, first  becauseit  wasa  trit^mph  over  no-  po- 
pery J  »nd,  secondly,  because  it  put  political 
tiypQcrisy  personified  into  bodily  fear.  Be- 
sides, the  character  of  his  lordship  and  of 
his  father,  so  directly  the  re%erse  of  that  of 
their  ciafty  and  slippery  opponents, compelled 
one,  "without  any  very  minute  reasoning,  to 
■wibh  for  his  success.  But,  I  did  hope,  that 
he  would  not  have  been  made  a  party  instru- 
ment ;  that  he  ^ould  not  have  been  per- 
suaded, that,  by  supporting  tlte  mongrel 
whigs,  the  mere  place- Imnters  of  (he  present 
day,  he  was  supportingtheprinciplesof  those, 
who  effected  the  revolution  of  1(J88. 

Sir  iifiNRy  MiLdmay.^ -A  friend  of 

this  gentlemnn  has  complained  to  me,  that 
.  1'  tCK^  up  the  statement  of  the  Morning 
Chronicle  witliout  examining  the  report  it- 
self But,  riie  r6ader  will  not  have  failed 
to  observe^  that  I  took  it  up  conditionally 
<:tely.  Now  however,  1  have  seen  the  re- 
port ;  and  I  ii*^d  the  statement  perfectly  cor- 
rect in  all  its  parts.  In  a  fiiture  sheet  I  wvU 
publish  the  documents  from  the  report ;  and 
i^iU  leave  the  pitbliq  to  say,  whether  .the 
Ma|(5^ent  has,  or  ha.«J  not,  been  fairly  made, 
Bui^  if  the  statement  be  unfair,  how  cornes 
it  that  no  answer  has  been  given  to  it  \  Men 
do  notusually  keep  silence  under  accuitntions 

iOf  this  sort,  if  falsely  made. 1  shall  now 

insert  another    article  from  the  "Morhing 
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"  Arbitrators,  should  aflenrards  be  named, 

"  to  award  him  a  compensation.    In  May , 
,.  1^        -  •      •       -      -    -  - 
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*^  place  of  residence^  he.  was  in  daily  ex* 

*'  pfctation  of  the  lease  being  made  out  by 

'*  the  Barrack  ojffice,  taking,  Moulsham  off 

"  Ai«  hands  for  an  adequate,  ati  ample  feni  ? 

'f  Did  Sir  HeL^y  instiruct  ^'    "^ H  to 

*y  state  that  hf  had  ma</£  f.his 

''  houae^  and  that,  ailqr  sc  i^  fait 

*\  offer  was  accepted.,  two  t 
'*  Jury  were  summoned?  (1 
"  ry  JDunda&'s  Letter  of  , 
''  However*  the.  Jurjs  ihi] 
'*■  pIeu^  ignorance  ot  the  i 
'*  case,  make  their  award 
"  course,  communicated  t 
'^  may,  and  was  understood  by  him,  in  the 
**  sense  above  described,  as  he  slates  in  hia 
*'  eitaipination  upon  oath.  He  now  found, 
"  ihei^forei  that  the  Jury  had,  for  th« 
'^  pabftic,  bought  him  out  and  out  of  the 
"  hoUfdatMoulsbanE^;  that  they  had  a  ward- 
"  ed  JbioLihe  very  sum,,  at  which  he  knew 
i  }  *'  thwe  mockths  before,  a  surveyor  had  va- 
r     *'  liie4  th€»  boQi^.    What  3hoaM  have  beea 
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'•  his  conduct  now  ?  The  offer  which  he 
♦*  liad  made  wa*  ac^Oepted  5  but  the  lease 
•'  Was  noiconipleted.  He  was  fn  the  luean 
" 'i)me  p&id /IS  miueh  Jbr  the  house,  BY 
''  THE  JURY,  ds^  he' hud  asked  from  the 
"  Bai-rack-ojft^e.  Ought  he  not  to  have 
**  si+dy'^*'Herc  is  a  mistake  j  those  careless 

'  ^ '•*' guardians  of  the  public  money  are 
**  '^  paying  fne  twtce  for  rtiy  hduse  :  1  can- 
•*^*"  nor  aflow  them  to  cheat  themselves ) 

I  •* '  *'  the  lease  most  not  be  execiited;*  Alas ! 
**  'he  e«uW  not  toy  so.  There  was  no  mis 
**  tftke  J  his  eyes  were  open ;  irod,  sharp* 
*'  ^hte^i'hemade  4hc  oflfer  of  Vrs'hoo^, 
*''  knotPtng  tifat  the  Jury  v?€re  tn  award  him 
^'' a  romp'ensation ;  he  received  that  com- 
'''|>er«atioii  hnoHntig  that  he  had  offered  his 
•'  llonse,  arid'  that  the  <yffer  was*  accepted 
*1  Heh?ki  on0  ehancertfrnafning*;  he  might 
«' have  K^t  J)i4  ext^cution  of  the  lease; 
**  butthisVcMiried  m>  part  of  the  plan,  and 
«*  the  Je'jfte  Wte  cothjJleted  by  the  fTiencMy 
"f  assistance  of  Mr,  Sturges  Bourne.**— 
Tl^iil  \%  unanswerable  m  any  otbc**  way  than 
ii5Se*rting^,  that  the  documents  and  oral  testi- 
j-.Sony  of  Sir'Heni^v  W ildmay  are  sM  forgeries. 
This  thing  admi f s  tyt  no  other  answer.  No- 
thing n^ore,  e^depf  in  the  way  of  revival, 
lieeti  be  sard  about  it.  -And  nt>w  tetSir  Henry 
jrtid  his  coiJeagO.e  ar.d  lh?*ir  supporters  sit 
<bwn  tb  (lieir  London  Linner  with  what 
(ippetJt*^  they  mny.*  Had  ti>e  MoirUbam 
*\)mrffct  been  fti?^tf  public  before  the  liast 
f*iect?r'-u,  ttfffumed  ks  Hartipsliire  is  by  the 
r)nrk-^.ird  and  Bairack  establish  men  ts,  I 
f'link  Sir  Henry  must  have  remained  content 
with  his  ieal  at  Winthester.  There  the 
I^L-^nhham  contntct'  would  have  done  him 
uo  injury  at  all;  but,  on  the  contraty, 
wouU4  ha\iJ  reiidered'him  still?  deader  to  his 
coftsruuems.  *Vhc  vtteftded  Dinner  in  l/bn» 
dou^vculdceTtalniy  /)ever  have  beiin  thought 
of,  if  the  contract  ha'd  been  wk)i^er  made 
p^»bc.  Now,  mdeed*  the  appetites  being 
sharpcued,  \i  wo«id  be  drffecult  td  avoid 
the  }>  oner;  but,  it  wrll  be  a  cuttous  scene. 
If  i^Tutoottred,  that  at  this -dinner,  the 
3  is\>er  to  the  Mnrpfbg  Chronitlt?  is  to  be 

.  gii'tn.  :  But,    why   this  delay?    Why  not 

-  oblige  the  public  wiih  it  before  btod  ?  It 
will  be,  I'M  warrant,'  a  choice  piece  of 
rjietoric  ^ud  logic.  M  tb«  eminry;  the 
tmly  apniogy  1'  bava  heard  fox  ■  tbe  -f)UBtract; 

-  .1  r,  thit  Sir  Heiirr  i^«  *  Unt^ftmity;  ami, 
lliocigh  tbfs  soiTofesictiM  stattd  ^ mail  In  but 

.'  lUUe  a:t  the  bar,  there^is  so>exietts»j|re^sjm^ 
\pat])y  m  iDnttHs  oSUmMft,  thierc  jtre  so 
o  in  :ay  Ikuediedb  of  tbo(i(antt»  "w'h&feed'Opoti 
':  thu  taxesvtbatl  itfjouldnpl  bemilich'iarprii* 
..  :cd  if  t(lieTXKasex)t  tiitnily  wet^  (ttilbe  pitbiicly 
^  ^^fjujL^^^ Jt  is^iprob^Wc;,  tlUt^^p  Hewy'i 
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l,ondon  Dinner  was  intended  to  operate  as 
a  balance  against  Lbrd  Milton's.  Sir  Henry 
is  the  countty  gentleman  of  the  no-poperj 
faction.  What  a  shocking  discovery,  tkere- 
fore,  is  this  Moulsham  contract  1  Better 
the  old  hotise,  with  its  *'  pateut-Uaie*  cover- 
ing, had  been  sunk  into  the  bowels  of  the 

earth. Ever  since  the  Morning  ChroBid^ 

has  given  this  thrust,  tlie  Courier  has  beeo 
comparatively  dumb.  It  is  the  cmelest 
blow  that  ever  faction  received. 

The  Opbnino  op  Pabliament.— On 
Monday,  the  2M  instant,  the   parliament 
assembled  agreeably  to  notification.      Mr. 
Abbott  was  again  chosen  Speaker,  without 
any  epposltion  ;  but,  the  friends  of  the  late 
ministry  gave  particular  reasons-  for  their 
approbation,  one  of  which  was,  that  Mr. 
Abbott  voted  for  the  resolution  against  Lord 
MelviUe.     Such  marked  attention  to   tjiis 
subject,  amidst  the  common-place  topics  ao 
regularly  brought  forward  upon  similar  oc- 
casions, must- be  cenfeidered  ai  a  foretaste  of 
that  wWcb  iht  no-popery  ftd^on  have   to 
expect  from  their  opponents,  who  evidently 
mean  to  try  the  force  of  a  cry  of  ntHpecuia" 
rion,  which  force,  hbwc\'er,  they  willfind 
very  littJe,  unless  the  cry  be  accompanied 
with  -suitable  actions.      If  they  moke  llie 
paHiamcRt  what  it  it  described  in  the  words 
oi  my  motto  5  mid  if,  to  ibqniriat  fhey  add 
a  compulsion   to  disgorge;    if  they  really 
bring  back  money  into  the  Treasury,    or 
punish  the  peculators,  or  do  their 'irfwasf  in 
order  4o  effect  tlK>se  purpose!,  then  the  peo- 
ple  will,  after  all,  be  Satisfied  with   them. 
Bui,  if  they  have  recourse  to  shuffling,  <a 
dirty  compromises,  to  the  sparing  of  this 
man  because  he  is  a  friend,  or  of  that  man 
because  he  may  have  a  say  at  court  j  if,  in 
short,  they  shew,  as  I  strongly  suspect  tliey 
will,  that  their  no-pecnlation  motions  have 
ft)r  object  the  ousting  of  tlieir  rivals  fbr 
power  and  emolument,  then  the  people  will 
not  be  satisfied,  and  tlie  no-popery  miaiiftry 
will  despise  them,  however    strong   tbcur 
numbers  may  be.-    ■    The  first  real  Ifirshtess 
of  ^'  the  Inquiering  Parliamtnt"  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  the  revival  of  the  Fhtmnr  C4i^* 
nil  tee,    which  coujmlltee,    as  I-  have  frc* 
qnently  observed,    must  ^twist,  aa  far  as 
possible,  of  the  very  sflwe-iftH-sons  tbth  it 
before  consisted  of,  or  clsew^f^p^pery  'wHl 
fall  into  great  discredit,  ahd '«rffl  veir^  aoon 
■ben^x>na  level  with  **  O'lr  Lc^y^Kgion" 
of  J*^hn  B^v^le^,  in  spite  ol-«ll  ^he-adiirfe**! 
that  fcfive  been,  or  that  yer  maybes^tilHii- 
-mferedoutby  the  7/irfj/ Dean.  -i|PV^blic 
haViwg  fixed  theiV  ^es  upon '  tlSf  .ymafite 
Committee,  it  may  be-.WfuJ.to'.l^yeptiillst 
of  it^  n&tetwbet^/'io  that  tti^^^  ttff($  ht  rfe^y 
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against  the  day  of  the  revival.    The  mem- 
bers were. 


ln'26 


Lord  Hciuy  Petty,         .  Mewrt.K^CalTcrt, 
Lord  Mikon,  '  St uTj;cSr 

Ij^rd  Marram,  '  "VThUbread, 

Sir  H.  Mildmay,    -  W.  Herbert, 

Messrs.  Homer*  Sittdalirtx, 

Sbaqiy  Giles, 

i^«U>,  ,.  W.  Cavcndtstv 

H.tiiomttofU  *r-  Baring, 

Banlcc!!,  WcsUJrn, 

Bfogdeii,  <Combe. 

Fawkea. 
Kaw,  ts  cdV&e^  gcntkmen  are  ifi  thcpre- 
.  8«;nt  p^rk'ainenti  with  the  eiccepiioti  of 
Messrs.  U^rnet,  and  />ij/-^4», -and  Lord  Mar* 
^ham,  there  wiil  require  nnly  /^re^f  new 
meqahers  to  bt  added  to  k;  and,  let  us 
.  hope  tha^  do  attempt  ^i\\  be  made  to  makd 
any  other  alteraiiotiw  Xet  us  hope,  that,  ia 
an  **  In^uidag  ParHafiwnt,''  1  he  very  first 
step  will  not  tend  towards  the  smothering  of 
all  inquiry.  This  k  a  capital  point;  iV^, 
if  the  commiitee  be  revived  with  only  the 
addition  of  these  three  members,  the  uo- 
popery  naen  wi^l  be  justly  regajrded  as  setting 
inquiry  at  defiance.  It  will  be  a  strong  ^r- 
gumeut  in  their  favour^  not  only  for  th^ 
past  fent  for  the  ibture.  But,  if  they  hare 
xecourse  to  the  old  Pilt  tricks,  the  eftect 
will  be  exactly  the  contrary,  and  every  roan 
will  be  conviiured,  that  plunder  is  to  be  tl^e 
■order  cf  the  day.*-^— Thti  out  fectiojn  are 
mustering  dreadfully  strong.  They  have,  1 
<hink,  clearly  proved  that  no-popery  has 
t>een  defeated.  They  assert,  that  they  can 
bring  upwards  of  200  members  to  the  very 
voting }  and,  if  they  can,  it  is  more  than 
^n  even  chance,  that  this  parliament  will 
not  be  much  longer -lived  than  the  last. 
Thi«  is  quite  natuiai  ^  for  with  bodies  po- 
litic as  well  as  with  human  bodies,  the -fits 
always  corae  on  in  a  succession  more  and 
.  impre  rapid.'  The*  intended  opposition  din- 
ner seenas  to  have  excited  great  alarm 
ramongsc  t^e  no-popery  party,  who  are  stri- 
ying  bftrd  to  -communicate  >tbat  alatm  to  the 
people,  -but  the  people  have  supped  of 
..^rmst;  and  no-popery  may  be  assiired,  that 
there  13  ncnbing  which  gives  tl^e  rational  part 
.  .of  the  people  more  pleasure  than  to  see, 
•that  the  two  factions  are  in  a  fair  way  of 
•destroy  in^  one  another,  or,  at  Jeast,  of  ma-  ' 
^ipg^uch  ekposHrefi  41s  are  likely  to  lead  to 
ihe  desferocHon  of  pubHc  robbers.  ▲  great 
.  iclamour  i«  ^  ly)  by  ihe  Courier,  against  \ 
the  dii^ner*  as  being  the  meetuig  of  "  cu$e 
J  maiif^,*'  opposed  «to  the  i^wful  senate  uf  the  \ 


to  overawe  the  legislatuise.     Well*  -and  what 
!then  '^  Arernot  the  pa'uiisteijs  strong  enough  } 
Jij^v»  tivjy  not  from  six^y  to  fi3venty  miUiont  ! 
S  jear  f  a&sit]£  thr<pigh  thpr  haa4§  v  '  ^>  i 


no  :  we  are  |K>t  to  be  inveigled  Into  a  fright 
at  the  *'  daring  designs  of  the  aristocracy,** 
who,  wearetoW,  '*  are  aUei«p^g.to  tyr- 
**  ranniace  over  both  klngaiad  pisople.** 
Thew  i^  ^ritt^crocy  enough  on  the  other 
side,  too.  Tfiere  are  the  A<^/}d/(^Mriiur  and 
the  r^i^nwowr^*  and  thei.|wrpoo/iiUMitho 
Ed^HB  and  the  R^d^uktlH  -and  rthe  Ix>rd 
-knows  wlio.  No ;  the  ciy  of  ^^  anttocra^ 
cy**  will  not  pass.'  llie  peopio 'know •  very 
'weU  how  the  Hvaae  of  ComoiOMHa  chosm^ 
tlwy  know  v6ry  well  what  4he  great  objectl 
sought  alter,  4»;  they  baveheaini  b^h  fac-" 
•tiooi  ceytng  'eonsti^tion '  coHstit4Ui9m.!  so 
long,  that  they  ai-e  no  longer  to  be  aomsed 
with  theoreticid  alamis^  s  Th&f  «ee,  that 
JLords  are  bankers^and  Io$B-Hla^er^  <md  f^rery 
4h)Bg  else  that  is  goo4 ,  aiul  .thoy  are  not  to 
be  scared  out  of  their  senses  w«h  $  cry 
abont  the  aristocracy^^  combining  agatost 
the  king  iH order  to  ^ce  bim  t©  give  plaeea 
to  diose  whoiti  he  does  not  4iice;  tor,  so 
long  as  the  places  attd  peiHiont.aiie  besWwed 
in  <ke  manner  they  i>ow  are,  x4ie. -people 
will  care  but  very  little,  wliidh,  faction  geta 
them.  Nor  is  it  tnie,  that  the  advertise- 
ment for  calling  together  iho  par}isi<iieiHar^ 
friends  of  (he  late  iritnisterswindicate^  |i  com- 
bination eftjieffrw/ocriarv.  T*lie  fartgreater 
part  of -the  stewards  are  «o«mon0rs,  and 
most  of  them  men  very  f^r  indeed  front 
•being regarded  as  the  tools  oftbe.arhlocras^. 
And,  why  should  they  not  ihus  meet  to 
concert  me^ores?  .'*  Let  them  come  to 
*'  theiioust,  and  debatethece.*'  What,  ia 
tbe  presence  of  the  ministor*^  'tmpnty  > 
Th^  will  do  that  too  -,  but,  J  -can  lee  fio 
reason  why  they  should  not  meet  ar  WiUis'a 
rooms  besides.  People  have  a  Tight  to  me^ 
where  they  please ;  and,^  tf  they  ichooie  to 
meet  at  a  place  whove  ithere  ave  no  ptic^ 
men  and  pensioners,  who  has  any  jastprc- 
tentiona  to  cavil  aC  their  taste  ?  Pretty 
doctrine,  indeed,  that  nobody,  should  bane 
a  right  to  meet  to  jtaik  politics  but  themicus- 
ters  <£  the  day  J  No  r  this  camiot  bet  awal* 
lowed  -now.  This,  after  Hie  i«jection>  of 
no^popery,  eau  ncvef  go  down ;  and^  then?- 
fbre,itbe Courier  may  aaweUburo^l  his  hiats 
for  paragraphs  about '' aristocratical  cbmbi* 
"  nations.'*  h.  as  ^rsirbin,  .too,  that  John 
Bowles  and  his  bouCher^fieadhffad,  who  have 
be^h  ^wxvyg,  aettuUy  ieeding.aDd  xiothiRg 
rhemsolvea  ufon  outcries  a^^ainst  i/eaioom- 
iicat  meqiHii^y  fhoulil  now  diooas  to  settip 
Hvcuy  against  aristoeritoeOl  uieetin^^  The 


a^atioti.    He  c^lsit  "  a  olub^*  established  j  ract^  is,  that  whovenfoodamditriieohifiaio.a 

Hgaitiit  any  setof-mea,  apposed!  uo  the 
iMttistry  of  tlte  dxy^iBJ^rantihgv'^ffiodbjectioci 
•ottst  be  hatched.  -  A  cry.  of  iarm  sirt  there 
tiiust  be;  and^  it  is  quite  food^  itis^  jnrkKtf 
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treat  to  hear  these  sycopfamts  compkininf , 
t©-<lay,  of  the  Dinner  or  Sir  Francis^  Bnrdett's- 
friends,  and  to-moitow,  of  the  Dinner  of 
the  arisroccacy,  thu^  objecttngto  any  thing 
ihitt  it  is  likely  ta  unite  either  the  nobility 
or  the  people  against  the  ministry,  or,  as 
they  woold  fain  mafce  u^  believe,  against 

the  king  — ^-^A.  passk^e  in  the  speech  made 
by  A/r.  yiifi^,  oo-  Monday  last,  has  been 
hjirf^ly  -extolled  by  the  no  popery  faction. 
*'  He  deprecated/'  say  they,  y  all  party 
'''prejudices  and '  interests,  the  prevalence 
"i  of  which,  in  that  heuise,  was  on  every. 
**.  occasion  lo  be  deplored.;  but  the  preva 
**  knee  of  which,  at  the  present  difficult 
**  and  dangerous  crisis,  was  particularly  to 
'^  be  deprecated,  as  it  might,  perhaps  be 
*'  pregnant  with  the  ruin  of  these  once 
'f  flounshuQg,  Uiiited,  and  happy  countries." 
-——And  this  the  no-popery  laction  say, 
efvery  good  man  will  read  ^ith  pleasure. 
I  am  far  from  attributing  aoy  bad  motive 
to  Mr.  Yorke,  whom  I  believe  to  be  a  very 
worthjr  mau;  but,  be  must  excuse  me  if 
I  can  find  no  good  meaning  in  this  cbserva- 
tion.  By  pnriy  prejucices  and  interests  he 
must  mean  the  efforts  of  opposition ;  and, 
if  his  wish  be  adopted,  there  needs  no 
gssembhng  of  the  House,  except  for  the 
mere  form  of  granting  money.  This  call 
fbt  unanimity,  on  account  of  the  d^cultie^ 
t^  the  crisis,  is  in  the  old  style  of  the 
j4ddingt(Mis ;  and  by  tmaoimity  is  meant, 
if  the  call*  has  any  meaning,  a  silent  submis- 
aiou  (o  the  will  of  those  who  have,  no 
matner  how,  succeeded  in  getting  possession 
of  the  powers  and  emoluments  of  the  .state. 
**  How  is  it  possible,"  says  the  sagacious 
and  patriotic  hireling  who  writes  in  the 
Morning  Post,  •*  How  is  it  possible  that 
•'  the  servants  of  our  beloved  sovereign  can 
'-'  coijduct  the  afiaim  of  the  nation  to  advan- 
<*  tage/if  they  are  harrassed  with  t  vexatious 
'/  opposition  !"  But,  it  is  possible  for  the 
•ci'vatits  of  our  belored  sovefeign  to  give  up 
their  places.    Inhere  is  no  Itiw  against  that  2 

^'  lliey  can  leave  iliera  eveo  with  less  difficulty 
than  01  he!"  servants  can  their  place<r!  'i\^Qy 
need  not,  like  a  farmer's  itervant  enlist  into 
the  army  or  go  on  beard  the  fleet,  in  ord^r 
to  get  rid  ot*  tileir  places  j  nonfteed  they, 
lik<2  fbotmen  aiid  grooms,  give'  a  tuomh's 
warning,  or  lof)se  a  month's  wages.  They 
may  go  M^hen  they  please;  and,  what  Is 
iii  singul^F  advanftage,  so  good  a  mitster  do 
tbey  serve,  that  there  are  sure  to  be  others 
to  till  their  places, long  before  tl>ey'are  cold. 
Vth^t  e/nbarrdssment,  then,  can  the  a0Vtrs 
of  the  iiQr*id/r  sijffer  from  &h  opposHfbn? 
IXit^  ehibtitfasj.toent^  a^os  1  ariH<^  9«)]ely  from 
the  deSire  whicD  Ww  mmiBteti  have  to  keep 
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their  places.  If  they  would  but  fesign,  tbear 
power^  appoDentfi  ^^uki  experience  qo 
embarrassment  at  all.  *'  Goyoo  out,*'  s«y  tiie 
opposition.  And  why  should  they  not  say  so  > 
Those  that  are  cow  in  said  the  same  to 
them  J  and)  as  to  the  particular  crisis,  in 
which  we  are  placed,  if  it  be,  as  Mr.  Yorke 
seems  lo  think,  one  of  great  difficulty,  that 
is  ail  additional  reason  for  displacing  those, 
whom  we  may  regard  as  incapable.  Bot 
this  is  always  the  logic  of  those  who  ar« 
in  place:  *'  The  crisis  is  difficult  5  a  diffi* 
"  cult  crisis  requires  unanimity  in  support 
"  of  Aw  Majesifs  government ;  we  are  his 
"  Majesty's  government,  -and,  therefore, 
"  you  ought  to  be  unanimous  in  supporting 
'*  us.'*  Bat,  how  is  it  whan  the  king  chooses 
to  turn  out  his  governntent  ?  Aye,  but  then 
he  immedikely  has  another  5  and  so,  then 
we  are  to  support  that, 'and  by  support  we 
are  to  understand,  a  total  absence  of  all 
serious  opposition  to  its  will.  A  much  pret- 
tier and  more  amusing  idea  of  despotism 
under  the  names  apd  forms  of  freedom  was, 
perhaps,  never  before  conceived.  No : 
this  will  not  pass.  This  also  is  nearty  as 
despicable  as  no-pojyery  ;  and  the  Morning 
Post  may  rest  assured,  that  it  will  produce 
no  effect  fgivourable  to  his  employers,  who^ 
if  they  fail  of  success  by  dint  of  the  aolid 
tj^eabs  so  long  mid  so  happily  used  by  Pitt, 
will  fail  altogether. — ^ — 'It  is,  too,  with  pe^ 
culiar  good  grace,  that  the  no-popery  rac* 
tion.  cry  out  against  a  harrassing  opposition^ 
for,  was  there  ever  any  thing  so  bstrrasaing 
as  the  opposition  that  they  made  ?  Well  do 
I  remember  the'^cuckoo  calls  of  Lord  Cas-^ 
tlereagh  and  Mr.  Canning  updn  Mr.  Wind- 
ham for  his-  *'  plan;*  and,,  upon  a  mom 
recent  occasion,  had  they  not  their  set  «f 
finance  resolotions,  coming  on  day  afWr 
day,  until  the  country  was  weary  ol  the 
sound?  But,  their  cry  of  no'popery^  their 
anxiety  for  the  safety  of  the  protesiant 
church,  Bnd  their  abhorrence  of  an  atteiopt 
to  viotaie  the  eonscieace  of  the  king ;  these  af- 
ford as  a  specirpeti  of  tliat  caUdour  with  which 
they  ought  to  expect  to  be  treated.^  ^ 
Whence,  too,  comes  the  anticipation  of 
^*  a  harassing  opposition"?  I  thought  that 
no  popery,  sanctified  as  she  was  by  the  dirty 
Dean,  stood  in  no  dread  of  even  the  de- 
vil himself,  much  less  of  the  pope  and  his 
ff lends  up<3n  earth.  Only  a  ftfw  clays  ago 
^  x^'e  hearH  Mothiug'  but  exultations  frOm  die 
no  |xi|>^y  press.  The  Courier  told  (is,  that 
one  of  the  objects  of  the  dissolution  was,  to 
enable  his  M;*jesty's  gmernment  to  condqct 
the  art'airs  of  llje  *'*  natiow  with  eas^^  and 
amfort  to  tkeTiUvhes'^  Wheooa,  theQ;jche 
accents  of  alarm  thatwe  pftisr-feeag^'^v**  g»- 
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fore  thin  sheet  can  reach  the  public  eye,  the 
first    division   will,    prouably,    have  taken 
place,  and  John  Bodies  will,    very  likely, 
have  come  out  ^ith  his  first  essay,  which,  1 
am  told,  is  in  t hi:  press,  upon  the  subject  of 
aristocraticalcomb\mv ons.  His  last    which 
was  in  the  forni  ot'an  electioneering  speech, 
was  against  Jacobinical  combinatioos ;    so 
that,  under  one  description   or  the  other, 
John  will  have  classed  every  Uying  creature 
in  this  kingderu,  who  sIkiH  dare  \o  open  its 
lipi  in  the  way  of  disapprojation  ot  those 
who  fill  the  offices  at  Whitehall.    The  di- 
vision will  discover  preU\  clearly  what  effect 
the  dissolution  has  produced  ,*  and,  if  it  has 
not  considerably  liiiin nibbed  the  strength  of 
the  opposition,  no-popery  will  soon  find  her 
self  in  a  poor  way.     The  G^iirier  said,  that 
the  opposition  should  .never  bear  the  last  of 
that  cry$    bur,    I.  imaj^me,    his  employers 
would  now  be  giad  to  bear  the  last  of  it^^ 
which,   however,   th©y  will  not  very  soon. 
Tbey  miscalculated  greatly   as  to  the  sense 
pf  the  nation.  They  do  n^t  seem  to  have  per 
ceived   the  change  which  has  takea   place 
in  the  turn  of   n>en*$  minds,    as  to  poii- 
tical  matters,  since  the  year   180],   and  es- 
pecially since  the  affair  of  Lord  ]VIelville. 
Neither  do  their  opponents  seem  to  have 
dearly , perceived  i^ ;   but,,. it  they   perceive 
it  now,  if  these  latter  act  wisely,  andr'  above 
all  things,  cease  their  self  destructive  praises 
of  Pitt,  they  will  very  soon  remoY£>  or,  at 
least,    weaken,    the  strong  <tnd  jusc  suspi- 
cions that  exist  against  them.     There  is, 
however,  in  the  language  of  their  chief  and 
Very  ^ble  supporter  dhe  . Morning. Chronicle, 
«Q  ugly  lurking,  and  a  squinting,  as  it  were, 
after  office.     The  edilorwritesas  if  he  still 
felt  the  roofs  of  WiiitelwU  over  his  head. 
He  handle^)  Jo/;jr  io  a  most  masterly  way  j 
bat  unfairness  in  tlie  m  inner  is  the  burden  of 
\\\4  complaint.     He  does  not  appear  to  be  at 
war  with  the  accursed  thing  itself  j  and,  I 
jttn  very  much  afraid^  tliat  his  friends  par- 
take but  too  much  of  his  feelixigs.     But,  the 
4ay  of  trial  \%  at  baud:    we  shall  then   see 
whether  they  iire,  or  are  not,  absolutely  lu 
jcorrrgtble*,  we  shall  theu  sec,  whether  they 
Jiave,    at  last,    perceived,  th  t  tbere  is  na 
security  for  any  public  man  who  relies  upon 
the    power    of   corruption,     and    sets    at 
sought  the  complaints  and  the  prayers  of  the 
peopks.  ■■/■'!  beg  leave  to  be  clearly  under- 
stood as  entertain iog  no  expectation,    thni 
the  Whig  faction  will  attempt  any  rhin^ 
.  witli  a  view  to  the  public  good*     In   the 
vpursuing  of  their  own   selfiSi  view*  they 
\  may>v'in  the  wof  of  exposure,    do  good  j 
.'.bur,  thutiihMfiy  vnUl  set -about  w^y  rcalrefinn 
r^'«^<MM>  that  they  will- mak«  any  ^iou$ 
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effort  to  cut  .op  the  ropts  of  corruptJon,  I 
have  not  the  least  hope ;  and  my  opinion  Is^ 
that,  if  th^  were  in  power  again  to-morrow, 
they.would  out-lavish  atul  out-job  their  op« 
ponents.  Their  proceedings  at  Lord  Mil- 
ton's Dinner  clearly  discover  their  i^tpntions. 
The  conduct  of  their  chairrban,  Mr.  Fawkes, 
who  is^  I  tiiink,  the  most  of  a  tool  of  anj" 
man  I  have  lately  heard  of,  shews,  that  thej 
will  stick  at  nothing,  however  false  or  ira* 
pudent,  to  accomplish  their  object  of  agaia 
getting  into  power.  Let  them  assemble ;  Itt 
them  cabal  J  Jet  them  profess  and  prt>mise 
and  swear;  but,,  let  no  maij  believe  J  one 
word  that  tlicy.say,  tendingto.pro^uc]6,a1)e- 
lief  of  future  good  behaviour,  utitjllfhey  feare 
actually  moved' for  the  banishment  plT  piW- 
roen  and  pensioners  frona  the.  j^Jjs^o]^^ 
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fjpiinds  and  has-  bii^W^nty,  if  he  Jays  tliat 
twenty  out  irt  i^'^tery  ticket,  with  the  hopes 
of  being  tkfereby  eiiablfcdtopay  oft'the  whole 
iforty?  ThechniKies'tn  this  cmta^e,  in  my 
opinion,  still  grteter  against  us.'**—*'  No 
-"  thltig  venture* lidthiDg  have/*  i«  ^saying, 
whi^,  Wke  fthij^PBt  every  other  g<x)d  saying, 
aifreqtiedtJyabnjedin  the  application  j  for, 
ihc  ^frbiinoes  9garti3tsiic<ieBs  maybe  so  great 
3IS  td  render  it  m*3h6$s  tb  vcinture,  or  rather, 
to  rencfer  it  r\o  venturing  tet  all,  foilurtJ  being 
HiorMly  certain  5  and  Iwch  appears  to  me  to 
be  the  prospect  of  Ibis  JBXpedition.  I  shouJd 
suppose,  now,  that  this  scheme  must  have 
origiiiated  with  some  FrenChtnati ;  a  FreiuJi- 
man  not  an^enemy  to  ■England,  birt  wliose  hat- 
Ted  agamst  Napoleon,  and  whose  impMcabte 
thirst  fbr  revtettge,  have-totally  got  the  better 
of  bis*  reason,  'ftiis  description  of  persons  are 
rjaen  of  enlarged  minds,  as  to  matters  belong- 
ing to  war.;  tfcey  talk  with  great  rolwbility  and 
eloquence  upon  th*  subject  j  ^ind  they  fre* 
^ueutly  succeed  in  impart'uig  their  enthusi- 
asm to  otheri  Bttt,  as  is  usual  in  sodix^aseB, 
they  overlook  obstacles  and  are  ttot  very  nice 
as  to  the  fads.  When,  however,  a  pro- 
ject has^wice  bettl  propos6dor  cspoased  bj* 
any  part  of  the  ^cabinet,  it  gets  a  footing 
vliich  It  does  n6t  easily  toe,  andfr<im  step 
to  step,  it  proceidsi  lintU  reflectiott,  when 
it  comes,  if  it  comes  at 'ftll,  comes  to©  Jate, 
ihou|^  ttebnieing  the  serioiis  ooiifiideratiou 
of  pecuniary  -expence,  and  the  more  prions 
consh4cTft«ion  ^  the  ^rofeaWe  loss  of  lives. 
The  pecitniai^  eipence  of  this  expedition 
must  ber  very  great.  It  Will  be  just  so  much 
-addW  to  the  national  debt,  j  it  will  occasson 
additional  taxes  to  pay  the  interest,  or  it  will 
^d4  to  iiie  ekiratioii  of  tfrxes  ali;eady  ira^posed  ; 
and,  of  course,  it'will  take  from  the  fruit 
of  the  ^ople's  labour  and  the  inconws  of 
Hhof^  whose  pro<>erty  enables  them  to  live 
without  labour.  So  to  take  for  the  sertfice  of 
theiration  is  ji^st  And  neees^ry,  but  so  to 
lake  wjthouta  fair  prospect  of  rendering  such 
iservicc  is  not  to  be  justified,  and  ought  jiot 
10  \5t  Excused  upon  the  assertion,  that  the 
miniitei^  hare  doi>e  ti^kai  tlicy  thoHgltt  lest  5 
ior,  in  thif,  as  in  all  similar  cases,  strict 
inquiry  ought  to  be  made  as  to  the  facts  iuid 
jea5onopon  which  the  enterprise  wan  deter- 
niiived/on.  Therefore,  if  this  expedition 
fail  ;-*if  itKiomeback  without  hiving  achieved 
any'  thing  wc^thy  of  *h^  expcncd  ^r\^  risk, 
I  liope^*  theparliamer^t  of  Inquiry*' 
will"  not  he  waMing  'xn  its  duty. 

•'«ii*    i*RA'l&CI€'BUBfDBT!^. 

Si^  i^— I '  ^hckwe^  the    Copy-  bf  a  Ldter 
wbk?h  setmattvme  proper  fbryoui-  Register. ' 
— 9lf',  •your'  6l)»9a?^t!  Sfeyvaftl,— AitVHONV  * 


'^  Sir^—^I  desire  .ta.iir»nsfin*/a3  mr^ift, 
one  thousand  pounds.  Three  pcrCeiit'.C^iii-. 
sols,  in  trust  ibr  ever,  that  tlie  yeariy  iaterest 
thereof  may  be  paid  to  the  treasarer  w- 
treasurers  for  \ht  time  being,  of  the  West- 
minster Hc^pital,  of  which7ou  arcSargeoo  ; 
that  the  said  yearly  ioterest  may  be  applied 
to  the  yearly  purposes' of  the  sad  lio5{S]t3i  ^ 
and  I  dosirc  that  the  Governor*  of  .tbs  said 
Charity,  will  be  pleased  to  tionuoate^uch 
persons  as  trustees  ibr  the  said .  transferrecl 
sum,  who  may  be  willrog  to  undertake  uadk 
trusr,  ami  to  whom  I  oiake  the  said  tr8nsi4*r« 
for  the  purpose  above»-mentiooed.?— Str^ 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

F^AKCIS  BtJKDETT/** 

JFimlledon,  June  \^k,  ITO?. 
To  Mr.  Carlisle. 


LORD  &RSK177£*S  SPEBCE.   . 

Svin'-j-I  by  accident  reaiived  -  from  tny 
bookseller  here  lo^  Bight,  a  amail  paoaphifit 
^published  by  fhilHps)  cantainingloni'Erst- 
kine^s  speedi  ^m  the  house .  t)f  lords,  Afnil 
13th)  on  tlie  marqtiis  (9f  Sta^)itrs  iDotictt 
relative  to  the  late  diange  of  the  mtBtstry. 
Considerable  attention  is  due  to  diTsbrief-^nd 
eloquent  publication ;  aiid  aa  tb^  name  ofils  • 
si>eaker  carries  wifth  it  great  and  deseriwdiBa. 
thority  -(the  greater  from  liis  baying  be«a  . 
but  a  iooker  on  ddtmg  the  contonticn)  ^  nsiit 
may  be  supposed  to  concentrate  tho  4ogicfli 
and  cofMttttiUional  force  bdh  of  the^questioa 
and  the  party  j  as  th«  topic  'will  assnncdly  bs 
soon  again  revK^ed  ;  and,  as  1  have  Ttt>  vAkx^ 
seen  a  review  by  any  otiier  person  of  its  ar-? 
^umeut,  Ibastlly  send  you  my  own^  wliich, 
hi  all  other  jiesp€Jcts,  indeed,  tKusi  he,  tout 
in  one  tkatt  not  be,  ioferior  to  the  siibject  ci 
its  consideration  ^  I  mean  in  impartial ittj 
In  whidi,  nevertheless,  the  speech  inquestiott 
has  high  merit  The  ^rst  and  principd 
passage  for  •consideration-  iat  the  atteo^,  io 
p.  13,  ^  extricate  the  late  minis^  from  the 
dilemma  of  having  propoaed  a  cneasuitt  to 
thekin^and  to  the  parliamewt,  which,  aM 
things  considered,  nothing  but  a  call  of  idqx 
perrons  duty  should  have*  rawed  them  t» 
propose,  and  of  baring  afterwards  abandon- 
ed A  measure,  suggested  by  «ich  powesidl 
considerations  of  ctuty.  And  lierjtt  I  must  . 
own,  I  felt  a  pain  of  disappointment  at  th« 
subtle,  distinctions  of  the  ^[jeech,  pcopoF- 
tinned  to  the  higli  grat ificataon  which  i  harvft 
so  often  received  from  the  manly,  bukJ,  ami 
c^KhKJve  reasonings,  on  Other  occassoos,  of 
the 'noble  speaker.  The  following  arc  thft 
^S)rdbVias  published:—**  ithas'been  ^sktid 
'*'  in  other  places,  tpon  whap  jrinoipio  the 
'"•  abaidonme»tci»uidbejvj*lfie4^  4fb*ni.ih« 
'"j  muasoce  »ni5  profiM^;cdiy  introduced^  ^oa 
'*  tlic  pr'neiple  of   expediency  and  duty. 
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*'  My  lords,  the  answer  is  easy.  Tbere  is 
''  a  plain  difference  betweep  even  the 
"  strongest  expediency  and  imperions  necet- 
"  sity.  The  first  w£fs,.  all  circumstances 
''  considered,  not  sufficient  to  make  it  such 
*'  a  point  of  duty,  as  to  abandon  the  govern- 
*'  ment  rather  than  the  measure :  but  the 
*'  second  would  Ixave  rendered  that  duty  in- 
*'  dispensable."— Now,  for  the  life  of  me, 
end  with  every  deference  for  the  speaker, 
(and  the  greater  my  deference,  the  greater 
my.  disappointment,)  I  can  see  in  this  no- 
thing but  a  HYPER-DISTINCTION  $  an  attempt 
to  discriminate  entirely  away  tl>e  duty  and 
the  independance  of  a  miilSTER  of  the 
COUNTRY  ;  for  I  object  to  the  slavish  style, 
**  his  majesty's  servants.**  I  do  not  know 
that  a  *^  servant  **  can  be  supposed  re- 
sponsible for  his  acts  (civilly  speaking)  to 
any  one  unless  his  master.  But  an  Eng- 
lish minister,  that  is,  the  executive  officer  of 
an  English  king,  is  responsible  to  the 
coiJNTRY,  is  responsible  to  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  in  parliament,  bo(h  for 
his  acts  and  his  advice  !  And  ought  to  be 
so : — for  it  is  our  affairs  he  is  administring 
and  it  is  with  our  taxes  he  is  paid.  But  to 
the  argument — Now  as  either  affects  the  du- 
ty of  a.  minister,  and  the  dear  course  he 
has  to  pursue,  I  can  distinguish  no  difference 
betwixt  the  ''  stron^e^t  expediency  and  im* 
perious  necessity.**  Man  is  not  prescient— 
and  not  being  able  to  fcrsee  the  consequen- 
ces of  neglect  (for  *'  There  is  a  tide  in  the 
"  affairs  of  men,  &c.,")  no  minister,  no 
nian,  if  responsibility  is  more  than  a  sound  ! 
can  in  h^s  sane  reason  be  supposed  to  agree 
to  make  himself  responsible  for  the  conse- 
quences of  the  continuance  o£  a  train  of 
measures,  which  the  "  strongest  exfe^ 
*'  diency'*,  in  his. opinion,  requires  should 
be  altered.  For  what  is  responsibility  ^  It  is 
not,  that  the  punishment  of  ad  individual 
can  atone  to  a  nation  for  a  gross  injury  to  its 
interests^  or  that  the  individual  minister 
has  entered  into  a  recognizance  in  so  many 
thousand  pounds  to  preserve  the  'welfire  of 
the  country:  since  no  individual,  either  by 
his  funds,  01:  his  punishment,  can  make 
national  rq>aration.  But  it  consists  in  the 
pvcsumptioii,  that  no  man,  of  honor  or  cha- 
racter, or  cveft  of  prudence,  will  allow 
himself  to  stand  rbsponsible  for  the  course 
of  public  affairs,  when  he  is  not  permitted  to 
direct  them.  In  this  consists  the  trueandthe 
only  re^ioosibility  to  the  country.  Andonthis 
strong  pnMunoption  is  grounded  the  doctrine 
of  the  English  oonstttution,  tiiat  the  king«. 
can  do  no  wrong.  For  if  the  minister  could 
be  supposed  capable  of  abaodomog»  in  de^ 
f(?reii.ce  to  the  }n"pj«dices  orYix^j^thefno- 
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narch,  a  coursp  of  measmrei  whicli  were^  . 
in  his  conscience,  *[  roost  strongly,  expe^ 
dient'*  for  th#^^  country  ,•   or,  which  is  tho 
same  thing,  topursueaco«ne,  which  was 
"  most  strongly  inexpedienty*  a Briti^  ki|i^  . 
might  do  a  great,  deal  of  wrong,  apda  wealf: 
king  certainly  would  do  s^^  :  A  king.woiilcl 
thus,  under  the  names  of  other  men,  b(a-f,r 
come  his  own  minister }  -whiclv  it  is^  the  ,, 
clear  doctrine  of  the  English  constilvitioa 

that    HE  SHALL   NOT   BBCOMBi  .   The   JPAAC^ 

TiCE  of  the  British  government  reqoiresj  thai; 
the  man,  whom  the  king  appoints  his  nalnisr 
ter,  shall  have  a  weight  and  a  consideratiMi 
in  the  country  that  will  acquire  him  9  ii^a* 
jority  in  4)aflitment9.  and  tha  piiAeyMP-* 
TioN  —  grounded  on  all  ^tU  recent^  esfpe^ 
rience^-^\s,  that  soch  a  man,  who  stands 
so  high  in  the  country,  will  not  act  an  ig-  : 
noble  part-^nor  allow  himse^  to  be  imposed 
upon  the  nation,  as  the  director  of  a  system^ 
of  which  he  is  but  the  dupe,  the  instrun^ent, 
or  the  slave ! 

A  more  factious,  or  ambitious  man,  than 
the  late  l^rd  Chatham,  never  governed  Eng-  . 
land ;  but  in  his  character  as  in  his  elo« 
quence  was  something  of  the  great  and  the 
sublime.  Power  was  his  idol — but  not  mere 
office  ;  and  when  opposed  in  the  cabinet, 
on  a  question,  in  which  the  vital,  or  inter- 
nal •  safhty  of  England  mn^  not  tr^polved, 
VIZ.  on  the  propriety  of  immediate  hostili- 
ties against  Spain,  he  constitutioqaUy  retir- 
ed from  it ;  declaring  that  he  wou^d  not  be 
responsible,  where  he  cea^  to  dii?ept, , 

In  the  following  position  then  }  must;  con^- 
tend,  (in  opposition  to  Lord  Erbkine,)  consists 
the  tnie  ministerial  responsibility  to  th^  conn* 
iry-^ that  719  measureof  the  ^f  steonp^st^x- 
ped.ibkcy'*  for  the  publicrsafety,  inJhe  gpi^ 
nion  and  conscience,  of  tho-imnister,  skcUl  hO' 
withstood  by  the  king,  ormmiUed,,  at  .the 
royal  instance,  by  the. ministers.  But  if 
the  king  refuse  his  sanction  ^o  such  m^^rc^ 
or  such  influence  be  atteixipteid,  th^t  ti^  ^ 
minister  of  course  re$igws,  Withput  ^^hi?  a^« 
surance,  the  known  principlea  of  Jth^a -xp^ 
,  would  not  form  the  slightest  gvqast^oi.Qq^* 
fiderice  for  the  country,  iind  an  Englisfe  ^it^, 
like  a  Roman  Emperor*  might,  with  e^j^ft 
satisfaction  to  his  subjects^  make  his  "  horse 
his  minister  r*  In-  this  diatinction  pr^ftabfy 
consists  the  difference  between  His;J^Ai. 
JESTY*8  Sehvants,^  .  and  Hi«  MAJiSTYi'S  - 
MiNifTBEs!  1  have  hitherto,  qonsidei^ 
only  the  first  case  the  "  sTEdn^oE^sr  fx^^-  . 
DIENCY;**  as^ endeavoured  ,by  Lord£rskine 
to  be  discriminated  froqi  ^ff.ucBBRiovs  ne« 
oBss  tt  If  1  **^  and  whilst,  for  argu^t^M^ke^ 


I  wyj  s4mt  thfifd  If)  i)e.  asr  di^ene^^as ^  _ 
'lchr4abipc*i«i/'desire,.,i  wiUriweiWP»esr  J  ba^._ 
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alveadf  shewn,  that  the  difierejice  m  the  de- 
gree of  the  emergence  ^ftirii  is  «k^  mor^) . 
inbkes  nqpe  in  tjie  coiMtUnftioxM^  <hi^  of  tb^ 
minister.  And  mi  thra  aeooodf  or.^ktr^suc 
€aiBe>  ^'  IhetMSfcliiou^  nbcbssitt^**  ic  caB 
toorcely  wHh  dfoency  be  pot  ^ifcrnr^poib^- 

siol)  tC  his  Majesty^s :  diferoBce  with  his 
cdodcU,  that  Poking  in  .his  I«ti9ed  wdjuLd, 
attempt  to  over-rule  any  piiblifi^  mea^ur^, 

which  AW    '*    IltfPBRCOUS  .MBCSSSfTY"    -RB-. 

fil/iRteo!  t  And  if  ti)ekingcQvdd>  under  other 
nien's  names,  contiooe  his  own  minister  un- 
til snch  an  IMPERIOUS  emergence  arrived, 
or  ^titil  an  indeiioite  eixergonce-,  (which 
ehid^s  my  s^ht,  but  whioh  hit  lordship,  ne 
doubt  seefr,)v^ing  somewhere  in  the  region 
between  the  "  stkokgest  siLPEiiiBNCY" 
and  ♦*  iMPtHrotJS  nkcbssitt/*  arrived  j 
((lat  which  must  nearly  eqaaUy  pTedude  all 
dispnte^O  I  repeat*  if  on  every  ecca« 
aioo  biit  thiv,  the  king  or  his  conscience  is 
to  be  his  own  adviser,  and  any  obsequious 
p^sons  can  by  the  suiferaace  of  an  obse- 
qaious.  parliament  be  obtruded  opoo  the 
notion  as  his, ministers,  there  is.  at  once  an 
end  of  the  practice,  and  of  the  ma^im 
<^hicfa  wcAild  then  be  indeed  a  fiction)  of 
our  constitution,  **  that  tmb.  kiko  can  do 
Ko  w^6)^  ;••  for,  he  vroMt  then  in-  fiict  do  i^il 
thewroi^  that  was  done ;  except  theexanaple 
cf  HEktfintss  set  by.  his  ministers ;  and  that 
would  betheir  oww.  With  such  a  (supposed 
<Jnly)  parfiament,  whose  majority  would  fol- 
low  Ai*T  MINISTERS,  as  THEY  followed 
the  crown,  the  «taatton  of  the  country  would 
feecompleteror,if  a  fiirther  improv  ement  could' 
be  hoped,  it  Would. be  thatoi^  saving  the  ex^ 
pense  bckh  of  ^ministers  and  parliaments; 
Which^  in  such  a  predicament,  pould  be 
tery  well' dtspensed. with  !  Were  these  ray 
<»wn  doctrines,  I  should  esteem  them  sedi- 
fioiis,  but'  they. cannot  b9  so  when  received 
all  ttedo^firinitt  and  dlrectinferences  from  the 
^bct^rf]le  of  a  Lokd  Cuancuxor  $  as  he  is 
reported  m  this  publication  to  have  altered 
it  in  th^  HoQse  of  Lords  on  the  13th  gl 

1  however  heartily  concur  with  Lord 
B.  ill  bis  sfrictnres  upon  the  preposterous 

.  nature  of  the  piedge,  which  th^  king 
^eqtiir^  firom  the  late,  ministers.  But 
I  dd^nbt  ^ree-with  him  in  thinking,  that 

Hinc^a  plec%e,  if  weiadhada  free  and  r^ 
lidrmied-Houif^  of.Commont,  <apd  that  we 
l>av^  hot  we  mast  imptiti^to  the  tergjversaj- 
^c^rt  *if  the  late'jmi»istr|t)  .^IwPghj^iv^r^ 
t&&d  b6:sb4ar> ilk^al>: aseifef ^t9  lie dat^erovi^  . 

•4^'4lte^  dWfftry  ^ -8tnoe:]th«-;c<s»4^ ;of  the 

-^ofel^^r,  mid,  Inifac^ljis  f/^mm^ni',  ta^ 
%fe  dgrc^lde:ltO§tlMr;icnK^;of;4iM^  ^i^U^et.ftf 


Commona^  if  .^f.t  House  was  the  oigai^  of 
the  nation,  and  rigidly  held  tlie  strings  of  the 
putlic  purse.     In  page   15,   Krd  B."  ^ks 
*'  what  Tffpre  cof^iit  ihey  {ihe  mmifryf'iKn' 
''  sibly  do,  tlian  uiianimoVisly  *tO' aha»don 
''  t^e  whole  roea.sure,  when  Ih^'^misfeoueep- 
''  lion  was  d^VpWred  ?*\;rv/ilTaris#fer  hioi. 
AVhen  the  ministry  ibuncl,' that  tihS  kitlehdd 
migcouQeived.them,'^  iBSy^i^so  found,  Tioit 
they  {jad  mifiundersic)^*  fe  ^'"S?  *tid-they 
slxouId,tlKn\  in  ever}'  constitutr<Vnil.vi€w  of  a 
fitness    ojf  cohdacr   have'  witlidJawo-i-^BOt 
their  measui-e — but  thenl«.*lves  r  as   I  have 
elsewhere    .observed. — With  Yeg^d    to* the 
king's  Jiav^ng    been    secretly   Ai^vnp&Ei>   to 
changft  his  ministers  (p.  t^and  I8),resti^m 
the  argumenW  a  sophistrj',  if  anyTe5j6o»jili- 
hiy  is  intended  to  b<^' annexed  to  tti^  term, 
advice.     The  king*s  miniisters  are  bif  sole 
responsible  advisers.  '  There  is  no  evidbepce 
in  this  pamphlet,  that  the  \^it  hiiirihift^  had 
the  smallest  Intention  of  advising  the  kins  to 
dismiss  themselves.     On  the  contrary,  tney 
had  no  o'bjection  for  the  good  of  the  coun^, 
in  its  very   critical  situation,  to  have  kept 
tl^eir  places. — The  king's  act,  in  th^ir  dis- 
m  ss^l,    was  consequently     his    owil,    dnd 
ever  njust  be  so,  and  is  so  constttiitionaltly, 
and   necessarily.      If  such  change  i^  disa- 
greeable to  the  country,  let  the  HdOse  of 
Commons  skew  it  in  its  votes ;  all  I  "Say  is, 
that  the  kings  change  of  hi.^  ministers'  can 
never  be  an  advised,  nor  an  uneoniiiiutional 
measure,      I   agree,  however,'  wholly  %ith 
Lord  E.  that .  it  iii  a  farce  to  siippose  that 
tlie  provisions   of  the  bill  grazed  any  part 
of  the    royaj  conscience;  indeed,   nothiiig 
cqirfd  be  so   innocent,  as  the  bill ;  unless 
that  it  certainly  tended  (and  was  so  far  good) 
to  give  a  stimulus  to  honourable  anabiliou, 
and.  to  devote  the  wiiole  nrian  to  an  adven- 
turous and  perilous  profession,  which  now- 
only  has  a  part  of  the  man':  for  it  cahridt  have 
|iis  MiVD.    If  there  could  have  been  a  doubt 
upon  the  subject  of  the  king's  conscierice  in 
regard  to  the  bill,  your  dissertation's  ^eeks 
ago  on  tlie  ipill  of  Rights,  Act  of  ^ttle- 
ment.  &c.  &c.  has  set  it  at  rest  cdihrfctcly, 
and  i  oint, 
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'^  Idwi  from  ihem,  the  feme  ahdiioriotir'of 
'*  his  i^ions,  &:c.  are  Us  own."^ — Tb\s  ho^ 
cvcf^  is  rathtr  «t  vision  of  Blackstone*s  thap 
a.  sQund  <?cm«tjtatkmal  assumption.   Gourtfesy 
may  attribute  tbe  good  of  public  measures  to 
the  iovereigU,  and  the  baU  to  his  ministers,; 
aod  however  erroneous    it  pay  be  in  the 
tk$U  U  is  sure  to  be  rig;ht  »n  the  last.     But, 
i^Uy  and  logically  to  look  at  this  mnrfcr, 
as>d  iiouformably  to  the.premji^osbid  down 
.  by  Lord  ?.  himself,  tlie  good  ^nd  the  bad  of 
all  jjubiic  measures  roust  be  ascribed  to  his 
ministers:  tvlways  exciytirig  their  chaHge, 
wJiichf    according  to  Cord   E  ,   must  be 
.fiOOD,  gim«, .  whusosoever  other  me^sdres 
may  bc>  this  is  unequi vocally  the  king's  own. 
Jii  p..  2S.Lord  E.  asks  one  "very  unfortanate' 
quyestion  which  he  dots  not  answer,  and  I 
cannqi — namely.  '*  How  are  the  late  fninis- 
'*  Ipra.  distinguishable    from  iheiir  succes- 
*'  sors  r*     A  query  which  naay  well  indeed 
perpiex  any  othtrr  tnin  in  the  kingdom; 
since  his  ^xjrdship  himself  think*  it  unan- 
swjeraWe! !     1  cannot  agree  (in  p.  2<>)  with 
I^d   K.'s  temporizing   policy  towards  the 
C^iliolics.    Tliere  is  something,  in  all  in- 
direct courses,  which  1 '  abhor.     Plain  and 
dowpriglit    dealing   becomes   our  national 
character,  and  in  the  long  run  is  ever  the 
wiiiett,  and  the  l^e«t.  Lantly  1  sincerely  hope, 
wiih  Lord  E.  that  superstitions  are  on  thy'. 
decline — but  I  see  no  evidence  of  it ;  and  I 
an»  so  far  from  -  thinking,  that  their  pro- 
feft^ors,  as  he  proposes,  should  (**  without 
*'  5uf}erii\g    persecution")    *"  ferl    irtcon- 
".  vienccs,'*     that  I    am   of  opinion    with 
Hume,  that  the  way  to  perpetuate  a  sect  or 
superstition,   is  to  persecute  it — to  vex   it 
.  with  inconveniences  even,  is  to  give  its  ad- 
herenls'a  point  of  honor  in  the  point  of  suffer- 
ing, whilst  the  sure  way  to   abolish  it  is  to 
,   iofc^t  that  it  exists.     Lastly,  with  respect 
to  th^  grand   effort  of  the  speech,  which 
is  to  etiablish  the  fact  of  the  Catholic  bill 
having  be^i)  but  the  avowed,or  the  pretext, 
j^ndnot  the  real  cause  of  the  dissolution  of  the 
*  late  ministry,    t  think  nothing  can  be  more 
aaiislictorily  proved.    But  in   my  opinion 
it  jequired  no  proof  since  it  was  tacitly  ad- 
nuitted  by  the  declaration  on  the  part  of  their 
tuccessors,  that  ihey  had  not  subscribed  the 
pledge  5  which  indeed  could  not  be  iwallow- 
,    ed  unless  by  canine  appetite  for  office.    Thte 
true  state  of  tfie  case  lies  in  a  nut-shell,  and 
is  ^^OQp  disclosed.    The  late  ministry  by  th>? 
j   cr^dft/,  ^A  aCQviired,    and  deservedly 

\i  tion,  were 
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thought  scarcely  ^i^orth  attempting ;  besides 
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the/^«R  HI  siatatlft  o€^ib9Qi}g^i)oUtic|il  cohe- 
ftien;    Itid  {Hrobdbbi5r>.iiidi)ri9iblft^  ,A  better 
t1ipid\ent  wttsthiit  ei^;  wbicJbvaslo  hoist 
the  Coknn  of  te  >Wiiigf>' butt  la  ballast 
fV^th^th^i^iivilles;    Wttioh  «m  adrokly 
ahd  jfiditfiottifty  dooottipiishfkl  by^i|he  Jiiag*« 
ikbiB(fttt  ((iMOfding  tothe  pbsase)  and  mo^ 
4Mfoft^attly  mid  tniMmiWy  ocquiiasccd  iA.by 
themsehrei.    JBy    this   coalition, -—by  the^r 
si^isecjuetit  «ul(^)e»  of  Pitt,r-Qnd  by  their 
silent  ^bai^domneDt  of  thoso  grand  fol itnal 
opemlionf^  which  the  coai>tT)'  expected  thwu 
■  theif  prot^Mionc,  aodyWouid  have  svvpported 
them  in  acoompdi^hing,  they  lost: their  po- 
pularity amongst  the  etxhnsiastic  ^nd  patho^ 
tic  part  of  the  nation*  and  did.not.gaiQ  the 
Corrnpt  part,  for  which  there  was  another 
set  of  politicians,  who  were  bidding  higher 
than  tliey  touW.  -  They   wei^  9aon.  after 
wakened  by  the  deaib  of  theirgcaat,  and 
(however  duped)  ktrtenled  leader.     Their 
enemies  perceifved  better  than  tl)ea>.selvcs 
how  mudi  had  been deductedfrooi  their  abili^ 
ty  by  this  last  evetrt,  and  from  theirpopularity 
by  thek  own  preceding dierelictioos-^andlagr 
in  ambush  for  an  occasion,  which,  infatuated* 
iliey  farnished  theenrsel^reft. .  A  hjrpocrh^cal 
yell  wastben  soutided*  their  rtiin -determined' 
on,  an  r«poss}blis pledge  demanded,  their  dis- 
fenis«akgiven^  4ind  under  the  mwue  of  an 
appeal  to  the  constituent  body  of'^the  nation, 
tlie  dhange  of  the  ministry  was  silently  .and 
solidly  accomplished.——*^!  am*  &c.-»— - 
J;  C  W.-SiHtthampihn,   tjtk  Junt,  IS07. 
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Tttr\eti  and  Rui>sia:'^Note  A^i'wered  hj  tlie 
Turkish  Minhtrif  to  tkt  foreipi  Amhassa- 
dors  Sit  dmstttniinnp^e  fnohiliUn^  a  PnS'^ 
sage  tkrengkthe  Ckanneli^'  the  Black  Sen. 
It  is  of  the  greater  importnnce  in  'the 
present  war  lietween  the  Sttbltm^  Porte  and 
Riissta;  to  take  every  precaution- agaiA«r  the 
artifices  and  intrigtiea  rf  tlfe«eoefny>  and  to 
prevent  th^ti  from  traii«p<>rtiftg  Uieir  amhiu- 
nitton  or  other  cixnmodities  to  the  diA'erent 
Russian  harbours  on  the  Bldck  Sea ;  it  is  re* 
(juisite  to  hinder  every  subject  of  tbe/Olto- 
man  Empire  from  going  to  llicse  places, 
that  no  information  whatever  hisy  bi^oom- 
municaled  to  the  enemy,  either  verbally  or 
in  writing ;  and  that  every  rtppoftuflity  of 
communication    whatever  belweeo  Russia 
and  the  Ottoman'  Gotirt  abouW  be  cvt  off. 
It  is  also  very  dangeroos  and  contraff.to  our 
wisbed-fbr  security*  that  ships -shquW  pro- 
ceed from  the  centre  of  the  Torki5b'IS»pital 
t^  the  eoimtry  of  ^  enemy >  %v4iea  in  a 
titee  trf  wer*  tW* capital^  may,  bepneof  the 
tt)^!*Hr^lu0We'piQsts»:)n.the empire,  9ad  the 
^ht  tet^t  »vigil«rtlf .>47«ts:b<rd,  by  thf  ^»emy ; 
bnt  oi  long  as  a  free  passt^g^  through  the 
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l^adf^  9^  is -a/Bowed  4o  the^Vrps  of  other 
nations,  there  defSts  na  method  of  averfin^ 
theddtigersthiis threatened,  and  of  presetv- 
itig  gdod  ordet',  becadaeCfae  enemy  can  con- 
ce<^l  their ^trtrfice»  and  fmuds  under  the  flaga 
of  NerAtral  Nations.    For  alt  these  retsans^ 
the  Cknal  of  the  Black  Sea  shail  be  hence- 
forth and  contiiro^to  be  abut  until  the  ter* 
minatfon  of  tl)d  present  war,  or  until  (not* 
withstanding  the  continuance  of  the  war) 
circnmstances  no  longer  require  such  a  pre- 
caution,     ft  ts  hoped  that  the  vessels  of 
friendly  powers,  which  had  formerly  per- 
mbsion  to  pass  fi^y  through  th^  Black  Se^, 
-will  not  act  contrary  to  this  general  prohi- 
bition.    It  iSi  merely  a  precaution  dictated 
from  the  circumstances   of  .  the  tnonienL 
.  The  SubHrae  Porte  is  convinceid  that  this  con- 
duct  will  be  approved  of  by  every  Power  al- 
lied to  H  j^  and  when  it  pleases  Gk)d  to  re- 
store peace,  or  «ven  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  if  circumstances  permit,    the 
.  cbmmunieation  of  the  Black  Sea  will  be  im- 
mediately opened  as  formerly.     As  the  com- 
matider  of   the  Turkish  fleet,  as  also  the 
commanders  of  the  Castles  at  the  mouths  of 
the  Black  Sea,  have  received  orders  to  prevent 
idl  ships  from  passing,  the  Minister  of  the 
Forte  thinks  it  his  duty,  by  the  Official  Note^ 
to  acqu<unt  the  resident  Ministers  of  Foreign 
Sowers  with   the  circiuniitadce,    in  order 
that  they  may  in  their  t^n  communicate  it 
to  all  whom  it  m<ur  concern.     Given  on  the 
^th  of  the  month  Zilkade  m  the  year  of  the 
Hegira  1221  (January  17,  18070 

Manifesto  of  the  Porte  against  Russia. 
Prom  the  remotest  periods,  human  society 
has  been  indebted  for  the  security  and  tran- 
quillity it  has  enjoyed  to  the  conscientious 
observance  displayed  by  nations  of  their  trea- 
ties and  conventions,  and  those  Powers  who 
have  acted  contrary  to  this  conscientious  ad- 
Kerence,     constantly    bring    disorder    and 
confusion  into  the  harmony  of  lh6  whole. 
Every  la>vful  Sovereign  is  at  liberty,  when 
he  pleases,  (o  break  with  another  power, 
but  not  before  he  has  considered  with  the 
utmost  attention  the  steps  which  ought  to  be 
umstances.     The  Rus- 
airped  a  su[>erioriry  in 
5  neighbouring  powers,. 
s  have  been  directed  to 
realits.     Her  avarice, 
h  she  constantly  inter-' 
ations,  and  her  hostile 
Ottoman  empire,    are 
The  Court  of  St  Per 
cpniefsed  the  value  of 
311  \yiiich  the  ToTfe  has 


on  all  otetaioOB  erinced  ^  add  3^  she  Ins  re- 
turned this  kindness  with  ^le  basest  ingrati- 
tude.    Among  other  instanc^/  ft  iiiay  be 
mentioned,  that  by   the  Treaty  of  1188  of 
the  Hegira,  Russia  had  no  yorisdiettonorer 
tlie  Crimea,  yet  as  she  resorted  to  ih7«iy  pos- 
sible artifice  to  usurp  possession  of  that 
province,  atJd  at  lengtli  in  ftttte  of  peic^; 
she  marched  a  t)um«rous  army,  anU  invest- 
ed herself  with  thefc/ll  sovereignty  6f.thtf 
province.T-into  the  political  andctril  octnt^ 
rertces  m  Georgia,  which  was  under  tlife  l»- 
vereigolyof  the  Ottoman  Sceptre,  tb^  Rus- 
sian Court  has  for  a  lon^  time  obtruded  ber^ 
self  by  a  thousand  intrigues,  atid  has  st  bst 
in\*ested  herself  with  the  so%'creign  aiuboi^ty 
of  that  province  also,  without  the  smatteic 
pretensions.— llie  Consuls  who^ifere  station* 
edm  the l^irkish  cities,  havebeeninth&pnK> 
tice  of  seducing  the  subjects  df  the  Ports 
from  their  allegiance.     By  ihiU  coi^uct  they 
have  abused    the  freedom  of  navigation, 
which  was  permitted  them  for  the  porpoae 
of  trading  only,  and  they  have  ^mbarteit 
great  number  of  Turkish  subjects  in  Rus- 
sian ves.sels,  and  sent  them  off  for  BUssia.*^ 
These  Consuls  also  gave  pat^tstoflm  Ttirit- 
ish  subjects,  and  flags  to  the  ships  of  tile  Is* 
lands  in  the  Archipelago,  being  cities  «f  the^ 
Ottoman  £mptrej  aUd  thus  attempted  in  a 
most  \iolawful  manner  to  jposseis  themselves 
of  immense  numbers  of-Turlash   veiaek 
and  subjects. — It  was  JO  be  hoped,^lJiit  as 
friendship  was  again  restored,  by  a  IVeaty 
of  Alliance  between  Russia  and  the  Sublime 
Porte,  the  former  would  abstain  from .  hei 
perfidious  conduct :    on  the  contrary,  she 
contrived,  out  of  this  new  league,    a  still 
more  daring  method  of  displaying  ber  ma- 
lignant  designs.      With  the    Vain-gtdrioiis 
idea  of  exciting  a  general  insurrectioii,  in 
order  to  spread  domestic  distnrbancesi  even 
in  the  cities  of  her  alfies,  she  seduced^be 
subjects  of  Servia  from  their  allegiance  j  and 
as  she  furnished  them  with  motiey  and  am- 
munition,  she  was,  ip  fact,  their  ^jiport 
and  leader. — Upon  a  single  occasion  bnly/ 
the  Russians  had  been  permitted  t6  trans- 
mit provisions    to  their  troops   at  TfiSesf 
the  Sublime  Porte,  out  of  i^espect  t6 their' 
Allies,  delayed  not  a  moment  in  Jsstrfng^he 
requisite  firman.     Scarcely  had  iTitf  HuWtoi; 
received  this  permission,  S^eii  they^eriiK 
barked  upon  the  Phasis  riuihenWi  Wdfes^ 
troops,  with  cannon,  ahdbttieritn^efttttiifr 
ot  war,  by  means  of  whifch  tbe^sefe^wp^ 
oti  theCastle  of  AtiacjU^a,*  ^hd'is  t<Wy?h4V# 
now  fortified  if»  tliey  have  Ai&ikii^  ^^^ 
their  base  designs      ''       •  '  ••    .1 -^^^^'J- 
'       To  te  contbtkeit  '■'••'^'•^''  >^''"\ 
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FQRlHftK  OFFICUL  PAPERS. 

CoNTINRi^TAL.WAR,^^ — -^ Fifty -seC 971  d  BUl- 

f^'i^  ^if  ^^ic  ,Gr({nd'Fra:ih  At^ynj^  ''  \ 

th  <et  iQr»  has  deitachecl  tliie  s^ciwd  biaMaliot^ 
ef  llg}^^  jniSaalry^  to/Wollius  Uwfce  <;c(mpa- 
ni€S  of  tW  sa«H?  ir«giti^«iH.;h*d  tsc^wqely  ^- 
tivtd  there,  wWa  .l)tifc««^  ^e«li  of  <iay  ti»^y 
wereattaclfcQdfev^dcitaclHnejK;  of  lOQQfoot 
and  150  borae^  with  fiHir  pieces  .of.  caanou» 
from  Golbdfg,  .  Tbfs  French, ,  npt  appal J^jd 
h^y  thesimeniy's  gmit  nupoi  ioMty  <>f  nunila^r, 
carried  a  bridge, .look  (our  pitegqe, of  ea^nun^ 
and  tnade  100  (jiriaoi^^rfi**  /Tlififest  were|>ut 
to  fligbf,  kaviogi b^ind  »  {>umJbeF  of  slain 
and  woimded  iix  ^^  city  pi'  Wollin,  tj^e 
itree**>xrf.  which  /were  :Covered  withrthenj. 
Thoci^jQf  Briegv  inSJe^ia,  Ua»  8iurendej:ed 
aftena  ak^jof  fivQday^.  Poiapd,  rich  in 
grain  an<i:.provis*pna«-  affords*  ujk  a  plenty 
suppl}'  5;  Wcnsaw  talone.  ftirntri\e^  J 00,000 
ratios:  fwar?  day. — No  diseases  prevail  in  th*  I 
army,  liorifi  itposaibJeto.'taHe  iiiorecare  of  f 
the  beallh  of  tlie  soldiery,  ihan  is  done;  al-  ' 
tli6ugh  Jhe  '^vinter  season  i»  ajrea^'  fo  far  { 
advanced,  up.  severe  frost  has  hitherto  heeix 
•xpeiiieaoed,— rTii«  Emperor  is/daiiy  on  the 
parade^  and  revie,ws  the  diffewtit  corps  of 
the  areaj^  \vh4ch,  as  well  a^  the  detarhmetttd 
of  conscrrpt^  who  ari^ye  tro^n  France,  are 
supplied. /with,  sfaoe^-aad  ©iher  necessaries 
out  of  ithe  naagaanes  of  Wai^aw.. 

Fifty -third  Bulletin  of 'the'  Grand  French 
Armij. 

Warsaw,  J^n.  2%, Considerable'  ma- 

?3ziue3  of .  provi5»ions  were  found  at  Brleg. 
rince  Jeroiiie  contjnues  Iiis  campaign  in  Si- 
le«a,\y.ith  activity.  LieiH.  Gen,  Deroi  has 
already  surrounded  KoseJ,  find  opened,  ihe 
tr(*r»ch(^s.  Tije  siege  of  Schweidriitz,  and 
tbf+t  of  Neisse,  ^re  puabtd  at  the  sanie  time. 
—  Q^^neraJ  Victor, ^^eijiig  on  die  w?y  to  Stet- 
tin, i/i.acanii^ge,  \vii.h  iiia  a^id-dci-cainp  and 
a  servant,  was  rakep.  prisc^n^r  by  a  party  of 
125 . ^r>ssi^rsj. \\hQ  W^re  ^scouring,  the  couu- 
try.-*--Ti^  weather  has  grown  cold:  it  U.pro- 
liabJe.^th^,  in  a  few  dfiysj  tlie  rivtrs  will  be 
tirpzcju  j  the  ^ea^o,  Jiow^ver,  is  not  more 
se^eje.tb^^  jt.  filially  iji  at  Pi?ris.  I'hc  Em- 
p€iri>rey,€^ry  day. parade's,. and  revi^ews  several. 
rp^^x\&^X^^£ii\  the  nwgazmeJ»  of  the  PVench 
s«"fT)y.^F<?  Mi>.traf^),of  orgai>K;f;^|Lp^^  biscpi^, 
i^fl^ac^p^H^  thfch^^^hoii^^..  The  ."^mp^- 
Wftfh*^  g)»«?n  orders,!  tlj^tj  laVgp  aiagaziji^es  l)e. 
ipstablished,  and  ihai  a^grcgtaii^iyiU'^^plo-; 
tlnng  slwuld  b^^Mf^ejn  ^lesjii.  THe  l!,ng- 
lisJi^  who  cau  n^  loi\g^T  gain  credit  for  their 


rep()ru,  tj^at  the  Jlussia^na,  the  Tartar^,  and 
th(R  Cahpuck's,  ^re^  about  .to  ,df vovU"  the 
French  ariny,r  bepause.it;  is>v0,l  k;r^wi>,  even 
in  the  ct)|tt^e,  hous^  of ;  J-^dpn^  that  these 
worthy  a^iies  caiiuot  ep^\n*ft  tjhe,  sight  of  our 
^43lPB«VS^*^^P^  aumnioning  thedyaejjf^et^y* 
the;  p)ag9^,  .^i4  €:very,tond  of  ejjideoiic^ 
disea^,  tp.lheit^asM5iai>Qo,.'T-^ere"  these  car 
Umgitif^  at  .Aha  disposal  of  the  ,cabif>et  oif 
Ix),qydo*^,  noi  only  our  oru^y,  but  alsopOur  pr^ 
viuce^,  andthewhol^cias^pf  nianufa^iurcra. 
of  tBeconti.u^nt,  wopld,  ^qilbtjess,  l^ecom^ 
their  prey,  .  Aaihis  i^  n<>t  the  case,  tjie  Ev^*- 
Itsh'  couti^nt  theonsek'^l;-  witii  circttjatiag^ 
and  eausit^  their*  npn%pu8  ^emissajrie^  to- 
circulate,  in  jevfjry.^ossi.ble  shag^,  the  report 
that  the  FrcHJch  armj  ji  destroyed  by  dis- 
ease. ^By  their  account,  wbol^battalii^s. 
are  falling  like  t])096  of,  the  Qreeks,  at  x\x§ 
siege  of ,  Troy,  This  ^oukl  be  a  very. con- 
venient way  of  getting^  ridi  of  tj^eir  ^aemies : 
bot  they  must  be  roade  to  renounce  i^.  [,  The 
army  was  ijexqer  mopf  heahhy ,-  the  wptjnded 
are  recovering,*  and  tho^  number  of;  d^d  is 
incojasiderablc.  I'iiere  are  not  ^o  wany.sick 
as  in  the  last-  campaign  ;  jray,  their, number 
is  even  infeVior  to  what  .it,W9uld'have  bee» 
in  France  in  tirre  of  j>ej^e,accotditig;^to,  the 
usual  calculations*  -.\^  j.  /■  ■  j 

Fipy-fourth  Bulletin  f>f  the  Qfowl  Ftenth 
Aihny,      •  •  ^  ■ 

Warsaw,  Jan.  27.-— Eighty -JFoar.  pieces  of 
cannon,  taken  from  the  Rusiiians,  are  r^igec^ 
before  the  Paface  of  the  Rep'oblifc'  at  Wkir- 
saw.  They  are 
from  Generals 
Bnxhowden,  in 
Nasielsk,  Pultu 
the  very  same  tl 
the  streets  of  this 
tion,  when  lately 
to  meet  the  Fre 
Xhvi  eftlct  which. 
lUTiph  must  prod 
whh  seeing  the  1 
hnvc  so  long  ant 
— ^Therearc  seve 
which  the  army 
number  of  sick  a 
pi^ispners  hnve  J 
escaped  ia  the  f 
and  I.opo  have 
troQps. — ^Tliushi 
sians  coat  tliera  i 
all  their  hagg^se 
meti,  kUled,  wc; 
Kaininsbi,  who.': 
tli^r  Su\vjirrow.j 
is*  reported' tliji 
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th6  Mme  ittnirtioo :  h^itice  ft  appMm,  tlut 
Cr«i.  fteoigs^n  riow  GomimfHis  ihe  army.-^ 
Some  battalions  of  Ughf  infkntiy  Mon|p«% 
to  Marshal  Ncy*!  corps  bad  dkanced  twenty 
league  from  their  csotoomentft  i  the  Ru$- 

,  slaii  army  tet^k  thp  alarm,  tod  made  a  move* 
meptoaiti  right  The  battalUmi  hav^  re- 
turned  within  the  line  of  their  oantontntnti, 
witboot  sastainmg  any  loss  «-— ^During  thia 
period^  the  Prince  of  Ponte  Cor^  took  ^ot« 
aessioii  of  Elbidg  and  the  ccmntrf  lihiaf^^  on 
fbi  ^jiiideta  of  tbd  Bialtic  —The  <Stnfrat  pf 
J)ivisi0n  Droaet  entered  Chriitf>0in|f,  wh^re 
he  took  300  prisoners  from  th»  regiment  ^ 
Courbteres,.  including  a  m^^  and  aeveral 
l>Sce!rs,-*CoIoneI  SaimGenez,  of  the  t^b 
dragoons^  chained  another  of  ibe  enem3^s  re- 

,  gimetits,  and. took  50  prisoner9,  among 
whom  waa  the  colonel  commandant.— —A 
&a3sian  jcolmno  had  gone  to  liebsi«dt,  be- 
ywd  the  fittle  rjf er  tM  P^saafge^  and  had 
carried  off  half  a  company  of  the  voNigeors 
of  the  8th  regiment  of  the  line,  who  were  at 
the  a^aooed  potts  of  the  cantonment.  The 
Prince  of  Ponte  Corvo^  infoimed  of  this 
movement,  left  Klbti«g^  collected  hit  troops, 
advanced  with  RivaudTs  division  towards  the 
enemj*  and  met  them  near  Mohnng.^-On 
tbeS5th«  at  WKM,  the  enem^r's  divistott  ap<- 
pea^adp  13080  atroof.  We  soon  came  to 
totave.  'Bw^th  raginaeat  of  the  lt«a  £* 
mpott  the  Russians  with  inexpressible  bra- 
Tenr«  to  repair  the  los»  which  one  of  its  posts 
had  experienced.  The  cnemj  were  com- 
pietelf  routed*  pnrsoed  four  leagues,  and 
compelled  to  nopass  the  Passarge.  Dupont*^s 
division  arrived  just  as  the  engagement  wis 
cQQchided,  wi  conld  take  no  part  in  it.— — 
An  old  m^,  J 17  jrearsof  age,  has  been  pre* 
aented  to  the  Brnp^ror,  who  has  granted  him 
a  pension  of  50  Napoleons,  and  Jbaa  ordered 
him  n  twehrecdonth's  allowance  in  advance. 
—The  weather  is  very^ne.  It  is  no  colder 
than  It  should  be^for  the  health  of  the  sol- 
diers^ and  the  amendment  of  the  roads, 
which  are  becoming  passable.— On  the  right 

.  end  centre  of  the  arm^r  the  enemjr  are  more 
than  30  leagues  from  our  posts. — The  £m^ 
peror  is  gone  on  horseback  to  make  the  touf 
of  the  cantonments.  He  will  be.  absent  &om 
W^saw  8  or  10  days. 

lytif'Jffth    BiUleiiH    of  Me  Grmd  I^nch 

Warsaw,  Jam.  ag,   I807. ^The  details 

of  the  battle  of  Mohriitgen  are  as  follow  :  — 
The  Marshal  Prince  of  Ponte  Ci>rvo  arrived 
at  Mohrlngen  with  the  division  of  Drouet, 
on  the  25th,  at  U  in  the  morning,  at  the 
irerj  moment  when  the  General  of  Brigade 
nM:todwas  atmeMrby  the^6eiiy>  ^.i^fW 
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1IMu4  IVittoe  of  t^MM  Gprvo  oidefed  aa 
imftudfciH  aHoik^tf  tlvr  lAttege  of  P^rresfel* 
4eb«ii,  by  a  biMtslimof  tbe  9th  of  light  to- 
ftnby.^  Thia  vtU^e  was  defended  by  3  &o»- 
skm.  iMittationa,  which  wafe  suppoited  hj  3 
edH^.  The  Arioce  of  Foirte  Corvo  aibed 
elae  two«tlNrrhatta)iefit'  to  march,  to  sop 
port  that  of  the  ^Ih.  The  action  wasverr 
ahavpr:  The  eagle  of  Um  9th  regiinfot  x^ 
light  i»fa»try  was  taheo  by  die  eoemy^hit 
0t\  tlieespectef  the  a#Wmt  with  whidtitkis 
ferave  vtgiment  wa$  en  the  point  of  briQ$ 
eovesedffor-  ever,  and  fipone  which  oekhfr 
irietory,  hof  the  glory  ttofEufmi  in  an  hs- 
diei  cmnbats,  wotiM  km^j^v^yt^  it;  tbe 
soldiers,  ammnlcid  with  aa  iocaoBcivaUiir- 
dour;  prectpkai»d^tliMiaehpe««a  tbee^^csDj, 
whom  they  rooted,  and  raoores^d  their  a- 

glc. In  the  menn  while  the  Fresch  lifie, 

composed  of  the  9th  •fthelkie,  of  tha  <7^ 
of  light  ir>6mtry»  ana  of  the  gfih,  e«e 
fbrcyed^  and  atlaclcedtkeB«ass9niiiie»whith 
had  taken  its  po^ttoA  cm  •  liaing  pmad. 
The  hre  of  the  nauaqnetry^was  very  bdsk, 
and  at  point  blank  di€tance;^-*^At  tHs  no- 
ment  General  DopcMK  appeawionihe»»^i 
with  the  S^d  and  ^(illi n^miaols.  .He 
turned  the  rtgtytwtng  ef  the  maaMT  A 
battaHea  of  tiieaad  veabed  upon  theearaf 
wMi  ilaeaeiliiipHesiii^i^alAmteiigt^ 
IdKflg  sevefid  of  thena.  The  omiy  prisooers 
they  made  were  those  who  warn  ia  i^e 
houses.  The  Russiana  weve  purso^fiortwo 
leagees,  and  Were  it  aoiforthecofniag^ 
of  night>*the  purwit  woald  hei«  hern  cod* 
tinued.  Gounta  FaMe»  asid  GeUiUifi  w- 
mended  the  Ri^aiaiis.  Tkcj  left  IW^ 
ontheileldofhatile/aad  loatdWfftiieD^ 
end  sevetalhowit8ers.^--Leplanche,Cr$peral 

<tf Brigade,  dbtingmshedbiRiaeff.  li^W 
dragobns  made  a  fine  chaige  igainsttk  Bs^ 
sifui  infiratry.  It  Is  not  only  t|iaf0oi<w- 
duct  of  the  soldierly  and  die  ^'^^^^J^ 
nerals,  which  are  most  w«»ithT  of  ^j^s^n' 
bnt  the  trxpedittcm  with  whki  ^J^ 
broke  up  from  *their.  canttimnawtsit  <fP|^' 
formed  a  march  which  wooM  he  MsN^ 
extraordinary  for  my  other  tfoops,  wijwwt  1 
a  mae  being^  rohwing  io  the  fipW  ef  W*?-.  ^^  | 
is  this  which  eminently  distii^sbes  «ddf«ri 
who  have  no  other  inipnlae  bnt  that  oij^ 
noi^r.-^ — ^A  Tartar  k  just  arrived  h^j^ 
staihkiople,  which  pUcc  he  l^^^;. 
of  this  month*  He  has  been  dispatcfee^  w 
IxMtdon  br  Ihe  PettB.--4>r  the  $eth  of  1^' 
WW-  with'  Rttssin  had  iMii^r.iiaMP^Ii;^ 
^pWmed.  The  peHaae  •M,*^^^ 
fijeen  sest  to  the  Grand  Vt^^;^,^^ 


B^entapf  Janisaa^e%eet  out  i 
pie  $  and  several  others  piMi 
£o&ipfi.  ^--^Ilsfi^paailtasaa^ 
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aim 

.MAi<As  KiM,  Hi  the  RmiflfBMitki^id^itod 
.•H  the  GnedlA  l9«)(iagingl»  tliem^.ta  the 
HRnodfit  of  7  ^'  990^  qoi^  Cqntaatinapte  ^ 
on  the  29th.';«-  -TlieTamv  pMscd  ^iwgh  " 
.  Wid^in  tb«  1 5th  cf  JaD wj.  Hi  ImimI  ihe 
foadr  covered  with  tfQep0,  who  jDMcbtd 
»^'tth  alacrity  agtmsi  tMr.eie«nai«Dea»y.; 
cjiGI,XXX).  men  werd  ake^dy  m  RQ<Wcfauk,  aod 
^S5,00[>»  compostog  the  ndwnced  guwd^  weire 
between  that  town  and  Bucharest  llie 
•RuMlana  halted  at  Bucharest,  which  they 
pfxmpied  wi(h  en  adv«Aeed  goard  of  id  .OCX) 
iineo  —Prince  Sazso  we»  procbiioed  Hoa- 
•podar  of  WaDaehia.  Priiice  Yp^tiaOti  waa 
.brocbimed  a  traitor,  and  a  pritsa  aet  upon 
.hb  head.-i-— The  theraAamfi^  continum  at 
;tiipeorthreede9rae$.belawa)  iftii.tba  moat 
finrdiHahlhaetaoii  ftnr  theennj. 


-  ^Arentdorf,R(H>.^;i—f-^ikftar^he  habile  df 

iMuliriKgeBi  in  vhioh  th^^fta^iiMi  adMUic^ 

guard  was  de<H(fCl>  the  eneo^  Tfltseated 

upon  Ltfoh^taderhet  (he  eorjK^  of  Crtneral 

Essen,  whteh'  was  at'iirai  deattned  §ai  Moida  - 

.via,,  and  alio  a  numher  of  freeh  repmenti 

fffiim  different  parte tyf  the  Ruaaian  empire, 

haring  joloed  the  Evssian  ardiy  in  Boland, 

:the  enemy  agrnn,  so  earW  aa  the  27th»  ad* 

Titioed  m  grM  ffVKt,  wHh  the  4e9i«  of  re* 

tntivrngthe  thCnim  s^  Ibe  war  |6  |S#  Lower 

Vjstnia     The  EnaperM  being  informed  of 

«liese  ^venta;  etdeivrd  th^  Prince  of  Aoote 

:CorTd  to  ntreilt,  and  ako  to  fafour  tho  oit* 

fefislveoperaiiona^f  thecnemy,  in  order  to 

draw  them  towards  ibe  Lower  Vistute«    His 

.Majesty  atibe  aame-  ttme  ordectd.ihe  whole 

arasy  CO  bf«^  up  firom  winter,  qaitftevs.    He 

'^Stib  lef^'Wamew  hifnatlf,^  ^nd  arqfe^  on  the 

;evettitig  of  the  3ist  iit  Wiiienherg,.  whither 

fthe  Qraod  Dokeof  Be^ij;  had  ahready  cpUecl* 

rod  ftUthecamlfy.    OiHbe  >at  cf  f eh.  w^ 

'  bm^  to  adifancs.    At  Passenheim  wet  fell 

.innHth  the  ^nemy,  who  constantly  asftmned 

•»0>e  Qdha|t#e>  hut  heile  the  Grand  Duke  fell 

,iipo^  theaar  with  several  dolnipas  of  caralry, 

.imd  enieted  the  town  kwerd^io  band.    Bj  ? 

cliiaie  namiidf  tbq  mms^w^.  on  the  hovfr 


:^  VMBfa|»  which  h#  hli#tBraito|id  lo.paas, 
bat  where  he  now,  ibi^Rd  his  left  wing  sur* 

,eMin4eA>'  Thct  B^issjam,  hojw^veti  formed 
Iheaueireitin  ^x^x.oi  Mile,^an4  now  ^oni- 
meooed  the,  h^^\»  gi  Ot^gfried,  where  th# 
Eqaperor  ^tts^l/;^  thp'ep^my  with  the  corps 

■  of  ;Ney^  Augfrf#]U  «o4  S^u^,  an^  bis  life 

..guaidsasa  corps  qf  ve^rve.  ^he  contest 
was£»r>a  knqg  time  severe:  at  last,  however, 
the  enemy  having  been  completely  defeat^ 
on  several  point^^  and  having^lost  4  pieces  of 
cannon  and  1 700  prisoners,  abandoned  all 

;his  positions,  anduigh^  put  an  end  ^  the 

-  fighk  On  the  fqllpwing  day  the  action  was 
.  Tftsuiafd;.  butth^  epemy  had  eniployed  the 
:  ni|^  i«  retrea^ng,  and  had  left  behind  only 
/the  jrea^-guard*  w4l><^hwafi  endeavouring  t<» 
'  £»Uav«v  Bod:  whi^   waa  fiercely  pnrsaed, 

figbtingaU  thp  ]ipy^j»  ^r  6  hours.    The  dif$- 

ctdty  of .  the  groftpd  preyenWl  our  cavalry 

ivQCn  d<MO£  th^  i^mj^much  injury.    On 

ihtt  -Sth,  the.  wi¥4c  i^rench  arpy  was  ug^ta 

•  ia  qoQti0n>.;idyf}Rpipg9  and  the  enemy  con* 

.  statitiy  reiFe^iqg»  ^cept  one  column,  whiqh 

>  was  sUll  on  (bis  side,  pf  the  little  river  Alle. 

..  Iti^  £aipero(  thereupon  ordered'  Marshals 

Souk  abd  T^p^U  ^\A  the  Grand  Duke,  to 

;  follow  tht^^v^y^  \xx2\rk  body,  and  Marshal 

J^ey»  joiaftd  hX.^  4iv)si9n  of  dragoons,  tp  at-  . 

tack  ihe»jGUit  isft  pqIud)^..    .\VhH^  in  cqus^- 

,A|i)eflCie  of  ^he^  ^^icdiars,  the  Grand  D^ke  at 

'  WnlerdofT,  9;fter  some  attacks^  compelled 

^8000.  qr..900ii^  %5«^.  cavalry  to  retreat? 

-  Neyi camo.  up  with  Jtle  head  of  tbs  beforfe- 
meniion^  <QQ)nmn^  wbici: 
riOonded,  /or  m  pioaicnt  at 
Bohit«dB  of  cubing  itA 
corps,  but  ipet.d^aih  and 
peint3  of  o^r.  bayonets.  0! 
into.  coofqiHipiQ,  theeh.cii 
cnnnpf^  oolopr^,  anci  Wg^ 

,part  of,the,poluitin,.jain  T 

..the  advanced  guard,  retrci.--^,     -.,  - ^ 

actious  our  loss  was  very  little,  not  more 
than  80  or  10O.killed,and  from  3  to  400 
wounded.  The^los^  of  the  enemy  consisted 
of  i6  pi«»CQs  of  caanou,  several  thousand  prl« 
SQr^ersj  ^a4  .^  great  number  of*  killed  and 
Wpuodiad- 


Drft«CT!OWSTOTHEB€)OK-RHM>ER«'  ... 

'  >  It  -i^  Be  obserfad,  that  tb» sheet,  which  isirlh^  last  oC  Vplufipe  Xt,  sl^ld  jyat  ie  cu^ 
'■  wpm  by  the  Rtadier,  but  should  he  left  to  the  l^ocdirbtiider^  who  wiM  perceivei  tl\af  the  first 
•tralf  sheet,  of'^v(#itclr>thi»page  makeaapaiK,  comes  at  the  fJu^-iHlid  that  the  (^ihox  hal^sbeet 

contailiing  the  Title  *BiH^er,  Adker^ment,  and  Table  of  Coplent^,  is  to.  be.  cvii!of>  and 
'  pheeddt  the  ^e^tiipiiiig'ot  the  Volunse.-^^The  Binder  is  desuDtd  to  (j^l^rve,  th^t  tnefli  is  an 

€itorhttt»fttgiiij;aiiereya5  »thati page  793,  No.  id,  naustfcilovr  p^e^Ta.^.      '^ 


Supplemtnt  to- N^  26,  f^L  Hl.-^Prke  iOd 
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BJt^^iAentl  BuUeHn  rf  ike  Orand  frertek 

Fe1^Mr^i:i^  f^erttiMat  on^fbnelittadct::oii 
th^;r^«U}i^ibCent»^rfljMn  Mdfr^  ^ieb^\ 
it  i«  ismmd»!wtiN9  OKedxttdto&jtbfe^bhaBd 
7th  mib  4JK;^thMifieMt^  bi^thrGmid  Duke 
of  JScffg;  is/^wUfistandtag  that  thc.IUl6ifeD» 
pre30DN2(l  AfSSQBtKNnndible  rei^Btanee. 

FijUy^hih  B^Uttifi  qf  ike  Grand  French 

Hits-  bplhitki  ria  «hfil  dated  itaok  Prankn 
£yki3>  Mft;  i|.  {  It  moiHions,  ihat,  ob  a^ 
preaching  itwt  }tbce,  tbe  etietoy  were  found 
alrcofciy  behind  it.^waitiiig  lot  our  arjny^  in 

'  order  4o  cgmnn^ilite  a  >ii0W  battle,  for  which 
both  ^rdcs  ptepabred/  Ift  the  previous  affairs 
whkh  taQk:|d^e,  3  Evlssitt&nigi«neBts  were 
compktel^jsirt  o£f,  baf  at  the  aame  time  a 
battaiiQiLOf'tbe  idihregrtDontwlas  thrown 
Into  disorder  by  a  ftusshn  colmiiQ^frfi  cavd- 
ry.-  The.^iragoon  of  JLleiu,  homrever^  ob* 
tenred  Uu».gffair  in  stsffici^eol  time  to  relieve 
oui:  battalion  3  but  in  £)datt>  where  the  Rua* 
siana  irtdsheito  maintain  tbemielves,  bnt 

'  wbidh  WA  wished  to  piessciss  fac£ore<he  battle 
coi^roeoced;  the  fitting  wis  o^oat  bloody ; 
it  was  ten  at  ni^t  belbie  they  coeld  be  dn« 
Ten  out  t)f  the  towui  They  had  thrown, 
howevtar,  soooe  regknents  into  a  chnrch, 
where  4biB^>r^aiah^  and  .which  -tb^p  were 
not  compellod  to  abandon  until  after  great 
alau^er*/  The«^;htWias  pasted  by  thear'* 
»ies  under  the  bare  canopy  of  heaven  in 
each  otbet'i  presence.-**— —On  the  following 
day^  :fcO^  Ac  fi^t  disa  ray  of  the  naornwg^  the 
Easbtaas  ioohameBCed  tbe  attack  wilh  a  brisk 
canoikiade.  The  Etoperor  visited  the'church 
which.  the'HuaBiana  had  defendcid  with  so 
muehlobstiaacy'i)!!  the  day  before.  He  made 
Marshal  Ati^Serbaa*s  corps  advance,  and. the 
emkspnce  Upon  ^biclr  the  church  stood  was 
cannonaded  hj  40  pieces  of  artiUery  belong- 
ing Uto  -hir  goard.  The  amji*5s  were  now 
witbioihalf  gun  she*  of  feach  other.  Tbe 
thunder  of  thebannon  was  .terrible.    After 

'  the^^  had  con^ntied  for  some  time,  tbe 
troopsl)ecame  impttieBt  of  isuffnrii^  so  much 
withont  any-tlim|[4ie<aaive  happening*  Some 
manKeuvrefi  then  commenced  on  bodi  sides, 
in  order  t»^  obtain 'advvntBges  over  each 
oth^  and  i|ithenN!buiti[hea4bick  £ill  of 
snow  cahieion,  iirvoonseqoenJce  of  whicjh  the 
troops  ct}uldsttotdi9certi4»iesBiother,  Btthe 
distance' of^  two  ptices^^ '  In  ihir  ctbsoorky^ 
8omQ«fitbe^corp>  Ipltth^^^^frtod  ihe*«o-^ 


K>LmC^REGl8TKR.*.tiHiHitaf^  ff^ar. 


lumds  grilttng'-'tdD  mhdMaihd  hiA  wandeMd 

in  uncevtaint^v  '  Xhlsilrta^e»4lf^4Mngtaas^  f^^jf.^and.^^V^t^i^^ 

Imlflhn  iwurn  nWhfeitotivwBgiitcdrttt^ 

up,  QbueciaMbd  atek#nftklfe(lWBd%fith%i<^ 

'   Iry,  supported  by  Marshal  Bessitt**«i>^^ 


^Lmmw^,"-  auvsneea'ana'attaaCQa^eiaira 
'fhis  bold  manoeuvre,  ^liji  cofend tbtqc 
'^fSltfWlth 'glory; -haft  \f^<^mi^'iA!*^^ 
oonse^utmi^  ot'the<^{V6iMaia^^7ifa'^i^ 
bup«6ltfrans.!#ef^^flaKedr  T^^t^fi&>^ 

liowww,  ^mr^   coniplctdy   rdnt^.' i"lfci 
sla^;h«er  was  horrible.  "Tiro  tines  6f  fti$:^ 
sian  iiifiihfrywere?  pcBetratM,  and  ftc^ft^rf 
onfymaintained  itself  iii  con*quence  <fffar- 
ing  wjpported  itself  upon  a  wood.:' SbAi  - 
squadrons  <^th^ guards  passed  twfceihrtHMt 
the  whole  <rf  the  enem/s  army.    Thhhril- 
liant  attack,  had  it  not  been  for  the  wood, 
and  some  other  difficulties  of  tbe  grduoa, 
would  have  decided  the  vfctory.    General 
Hautpoult  was  wounded.   General  D&faltium 
perished  gloriourfy  m  the  attack;    For  the 
ibo  dragoons  or  coirassiera  of  5^  goarf 
which  lay  dead  on  the  fieSd,  there^i^crc  ftnmd 
beside  them  1000  of  their  enemies.  "Har- 
shaT  Davoost,  who  had  been  detach  to^ilSl 
upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  but  whose  pro- 
gress was  much  impeded  by  the  weatoer, 
was  at  last  enabled  to  execute  his  orden,  and 
decided  the  victory.    The  enemy,  after  se- 
veral vain  endeavours^  to  repulse  that  gene- 
ral, retreated,  leaving  their  woumkd  and  it 
•pieces  of  cannon  on  the  field  of  battle.  Tib 
number  (Skilled  and  wotmded  in  diisA^ 
was  OH  both  ^ides  very  consideraMei  «iAit 
could  not  be  otherwise  when  a  constant  £l» 
was  mamtatned  from  about  »00  pieceii  $( 
can«to  for  mofe  than  12  hdurs,  within  a 
short  distance  of  both  armies.    Matsb*!  Aa- 
gercau  k  wounded.    Gen.  De^iJardiiiSi  Ben* 
daleti  ffiid  Lbchet,  are  also  wounded.    Cc"; 
Corbiueau  is  killed,  ad  arie  ltkcv^teCb|otJ«li 
Lacucy   Lemartiis,    and   RSbVlfer^/  'Or 
whole  loss  consists  of  fe^acilf  ittfl^l^,. 
and  5,700  wounded,  indo^ii^  iOgK^W  , 
are  very  badly  wounded.    But  wti'Sife^^,^, 
set  against  t hi*  loss  7006  Ruisi^s,^**6WM*  , 
been  counted  deiad  ott  the  m&  <3^  fe««T  J 
Tlie  plan  of  the  en^y,'wMk*h*hrfi*^^ 
object  to  extend  themsdvetfft(^*l«*k,, 
and  to  turn  our  left  Wi1tt^;'hai?^|pi^i'^^i., 
carried,  and  their 'Attempt  tii  i^i^itWAo'W* 
ecution  has  proved  €^cecd?nglyfartl*W''j 
It  has  cost  them  fh)m  i^  to  iSt,tQbfi 
ers,  as  many  itt  kilted  ^f^dtaftsWJfJ^i^l  ^ 
of  artillery,  and  1 8  standards.    The  eagle -tr 
one  of  the  battalions  is  loir,  abd  has  nrobW , 
h¥en  taken  %yAe^ni^.  *^rfi^^dfi^ 
mia  give  that  battalion  am6tT  stmidard  a^ 
k  ,shflU;fcdiPc^i^k|itf.We^W^e3i3^;, 

^y,ca5d.driv^.iii«&  iSmtim^ 

*^iijtoto/iih#a#riiyihib  i*iw«»'tiyifcjl&j' 
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jWaian  ^ku,  Tebu  l^-— The  reMcoj.  -; 
luui  taken  a  poiitioa  behind  the  Pr^gel«  0«r 
patwlos  are  before  Koaipgsberg»  bitf  ibe 
Eo^eror  has  tho^^  prop^  to  oenceatrate 
bi|,anny>  in,  wiDter-qtUuter9>  in  soeh  nuo- 
ner^  .tba^.itinay  be  in  a  condition  to  ^oyer 
th^  Una.  ci  the  Viuula,  The.nombdr  of 
cappoB  which,  hare  been  taken,  ftince  4he- 
baUlfi  of  Bergfried,  i*  about  GO.  The  Grand 
Duke  of  .£eig$tiU  has  his  head  quaiiters  at 
Wirten\bei«,  close  upon  the  Pregel.  G«n* 
Haatpp^lt  ha&  died. of  his  wounds  >  bis  lota 
is  generally  deplored ;  but  few  warriors4>ave 
teripinatea  their  career  so  gloriously,.  His 
division  of  cuirassiers  ha^  distinguished  itself 
in  all  the  baltles.  The  Emperor  has  given 
orders  for' Df moving  his  body  to  Paris.  On 
the  12ths  M^shal  Lefebvre  advanced  to 
Marienwerierr  where  he  found  7  Prussian 
squadrons^  be  defeated  thein»  at^  made  30P  • 
prispuers*  Xhipse  who  escaped^  fled  towards 
Danuic..,,    I        -,   -  .  • 

Sixliei k  Bulletin  q^ J hji  Grand  French  Atmy, 
Prussian-  l^ylau,  Feb.  J?.— The  Gonque$t 
of  -Sile^i?^  iX  prosepnted.  -  The  fortress  of 
Sclj,weidn;«<^  has  $urr^id*;red.  .TI)^  ProasiAn 
Govemcu-  of .  Silesia  is  shut  up  ia  Clats,  after 
havtp^  t)een  driy^n  by  Gen.  Lcfebvre  out  of 
thcDositions  of  &ajcib^sleiu  .and  N<iorohdo. 
In  tnesc  atFair^  jiie  \yarien:iberg  uoops  be- 
haved rein,p*kabiy.  wtjll.  The  eneiay  lo*t 
about  160  k.i lied,  and  300  prisoners^  TJie 
siege  of  Cosel  is  conducted  witli  vigour.—^ 
Since  t^e  battl,.e  of  £>'l<iu,  the  enemy,  have 
rca§semble4  behind  the  Pregel.  We  hoped 
to  have^driv^a  jhepi  froca  that  position,  had 
the  river  rjuoaped  frozen  i  but  a  thaw  has 
conitneno^^  and,  this  river  is  a  boundary, 
beypydj^I^chJhe  French  army  lias  no  inte- 
rest Jt^^{)fspe,then3«;  About  3000  Bussiaa 
prisoQ.gj|g5,^ho  were  at  Wellenberg,  have 
beejl^l^'^^  liberty  by  a  troop  of  Ck>ssacks, 
consu^ifl^.  of  IQOOuDea..  The  cold  has  en- 
tirel^^^ft^;,,  the  sno>ifr  is  every  where 
inel|e4»  ,^d  the  sea^soa  exhibits  a  tingukir 
pbenomciiop  of  the  aiild  weather  of  the  last 
day?  pf  Aprils  iii  tjie  middle  of  the  month  of 
Feb,.,  .Tfh^rarmy  is  etttitring,  into  cantou- 
mei^../-,.  's  "•  ,  .     L  -■  ^'     •         '•       ' 

Sixt^zfir$t  J§uiietin  qf  ike  Greiad  French 

Landsberg,  Eeb,Jet.--rTb^  batde^f  ii:}1tiu 
^zs  ^i^atfxmidtved  as.ji.yictoiy  by^sweral 
of  thpeoemyVofficera.'  ^^ii^gIi,. indeed,^ was 
the  bfilieSf  ajt  Kpni^g^rg*  dnriog  lb«iWh«le 
evening  of  the  9th;.,  bi^t  3)e  ^arm^vrdsgre^ti 
when  tne  Russian  head  quarters  and  the  ar?. 


i|iy  arrived  there.  SapirlUter,  our  cannoo 
\^  hpajrfa  lami  tfte  Bteacbtwere  te«i  In  the 
postssiieir.of  ?«?dieigbt  wkiah '  Hatlktd  the 
whdBj(y£  the'^BmsMMTtfo^pR-r^TlM  Ruwhn 
GeMtcahd^fifedy  tbttibe^woold  defend  the 
towtt»''wbtiii'y^tly  iaewMiid^die  dlart<iH)f^ 
the  idudkHaftts,  who  aaid,  "  We  siMiU  xk^ 
the  fate  of  Lttbeek.'Mt-waflbttonale^  haw- 
ever,  for  this  town,  that*  it  did  not  come 
widkin  the-pbd  ef  th(^  Rreiich-GeiMc^  te 
'  drive  the  Russians  frofii^tbis  position.  The 
number  of  dead  Id  the  Rnisian  army;  in  ge- 
neraJs,  and  other  officers,  ib  tery  remarkable. 
In  cooseqo^Bceof  thebattleof.  Eylau,  mom 
than  5000  .wounded  RasRiass,  fonni  on  the 
6ekl  of  battk,  or4ii  the  neightoiraig  hospi« 
tals^hare  ^lea  iiiitothe  baods  ofafae  rie» 
tors.  It  is  xeckoned  th;ft  the  En^swns'  hsA 
1 5^000  wouoded>  besides  tUdSe  5000  which 
fell  into  the  hands^  tbe  'B-enob>-^The  ar^^ 
my  bas  resnoied  its  qtartoiis.  Tlie  diitrict9 
of  Elbing^  i^irbatadt,  afhdOilBeode;;a]9eihe 
fineat  in  this  oountrjCy  and.  the  £mpei:U'  has 
chosen  them  for  the  cantonments  of  lasilefc 
wing.  Matvhai  Mortisr.  hai  gt>n]»back  to 
Swedish  Pomemiia.  Btrabundublockmled^: 
and  i^  is  to  be  regoetted  thatihe  etieneiybave^ 
withont-any  reason^  buisU  thec^e  sebtab  ot^ 
Kiuper.  The  fire-presented  a  barriUe  spec- 
tacle, and  more  than  2060  peraoBs  are,  irr 
conseqaenee  of  it,  dtetkutb  of-aoylHinie  or 
shelto*.  ,   .  .     ,  ;'"^,  ,  ..- 

Pr9clanattmn,   ihici  Pruimmi-^  F^lau\^  F^ 

"  Soidiers  j-*-We  bad  begun  to  enjoy  a 
little  repose  in  our  winter  qtiaiilerBir\\^ii;the 
enemy  attacked  jthe  first  corpa^  aoixhensed 
themselves  on  th^  Lower  Vistiila.  IWe  broke 
up  and  marched  a^init  1biii.>^.  We  iiale 
pursued  him,  sword  in  hand,  ^0  milesc  He 
has  fled  to  his  strong  hokb, /and  r^fttif^d  be=». 
yond  the  Pregels.  Ia  the  batdea  of  Bci*g« 
fried>  Deppen,  Hof»  ftndi£y^>  wtt  haveitaM 
ken  from  him  65  ptecea  df  cannon^  find  Md 
standards,  besides  his  loss  af  more  ihaa' 
40,000  men  in  killed^  woanded>  atid^tak^ 
prisoners.  The  bero^nKhoy  on  taur  ^ide^ 
remain  in  the  bed  of}  hoiioctfv  heire  du^-  s 
glorious  deaths'  It  Ss  tbe<jdeath  of  a  tmr 
soldier* '  Tlzeir  relattret  will  always  bare  m 
just  claim  to  ourfiareeod  bcoeficenx.^^^^^ 
Having  thus  ddfeated.  all  tbe  enterprises  gf 
the  eaemy»  we  4heU'iet«um  towards  the  Visw 
tula^^aodrenimQoarwiQlei^iptfaLlecs.  Those 
who  shaH'dare  to  disturb  theserqiiiartersy. 
shall  have :  teason  ^  to  -arejient  /  for^  .wither 
Deyqnd  lb*  Vistiia^tor  ]QO:)tlie  edier  sidi;  e£ 
the  Danube^  ^etiierio;ihiifUlddle;of  ivtm  • 
tfsr.  OF  i0ilbe  bes^i^gi  ofi  emimn ;  /<wk  stiil 
;rill  be  feitndf Nacfa.aMdier%»^jMd  ^UikH^ 
>bagri|pdar»3r;'^:  ,:,.c.*l/lv:b.nv.    : .. 


■  ¥ 


^Digitized  by  VjOOQ  IC  ' 


ii«3; 


Christenings  and  Burials,  (sfc. 


[nit 


Ta^lc  of  the  Nnmber  of  Ckristemngi  aod  Buriah  withip  the  Bills  of  MortjAit) ,  from  December,  1806,  to 

May^  x8o7»  inclusive. 


Epochs. 


December.. .. 

Fe^iftary..^  ., 
March  ....;. 
April-.*  •V'^. a. 
May 


Christened. 


Male. 


Female 


^7^ 


Bnfieii* 


Under 
Yeai^c 


:i- 


to    to 


to 
idb,&c. 


Tocal  HurieiL 


Miles.  Female 


108^1 
605 
798 


746^ 
666 
•6^ 
773 


316 
566 

\    SB*- 


»9*:  59 

158-,  « 
11^-46 

»3i4  43 

135  J* 


-7.1 123 169 
40^6157 


91 


154 
177 


188155: 

154  126 


$7]i53 
lodiii 


202 
180 
158 
156 


i3» 

,12a 

I9M. 


I9M57 
i8rji9a 
147;  1 60 
fi8  rti 


89 

118 
142 

122 

^9 


43  4 
58..  9 
37*       '»" 


If! 

88i 
7*9 


^0 


77^ 


^i»' 


475^ 


VourChyfstehMigs  .  95^8 


j  2^76 


^ta9oVo'6^i|9i^ 


rojS 


929  ^^4,66  s 


260 


30   f 


774 


4t& 


4^4^ 


:  A 


^otal  gmials;.9^4^ 


JL 


Table  of  the  Prices  oi  Ma/^t^w^imf^  MtiMXtAJO^aki'ih 
LoodoQ,  from  Deccmber»i8o6,  to  May,  1007,    in 
elusive.  ■■•  ,   ■..-.':■   -.  .     '  ■ 

Miiy 


DecL. 


d. 

Beef  ..  5t4 
Mutton,  5  8 
Pork..  I  5,8 


Sug«n 


Salt 


:  11  < 


T 

100 


Coals..  '50  3 


Bob. 


2  ot 


9    ^^•'O 


49  6. 


58 


3^  10 


MillfH>u'*    .fn  liH 


49  o- 


HarTlApSr 


-U 


it 


s.  4, 
3  o 

5  4 
5  * 


4 


4  Jo[33=gHl'5-0*^^' 


± 


2.09 


:^ 


o  o|i  o  oil  o  o  Bushel 
50  o  \sA^\i^'t  tchatd. 


Table  of  the  Prices- of  ti^  t^tmrnn  y^y 
iMif,  in  Loudon,  frwa  Decouiicfv^ 
iSo^y  to  May,  i8o7-»  JPcJutrge., 


TSS? 


May, 

Feb.    Marchf  Aprfil  M*y 


fable  of  the  Prices  ot  the  French  Fine 

fer  Cfrtt,  CofiiciuUx^  from  Dec.  1806^  to 

iCla]^,  1807,  inclusive. 

Day. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb.    Mar.|Apiil|May[ 

■ 

*■*    m  1 

X 

— 

7a.8o 

73.  0  74.  0 

— 

75.70 

-     2 

— ' 

72.75I  ^ 

— 

.*— 

•^ 

3 

72.25;  —    i 

—* 

■^ 

«k— i. 

4 

— 

— ' 

73.10 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

72.90 

..1^ 

"*- 

74Jio'73;4ft 

6 

— 

— 

— 

•-• 

I 

74-30 

-^ 

n-ro 

— 

— ' 

— 

— 

75-40 

[74.^5  7-^-5 

9 

^m 

— 

— 

— t 

— 

-— i 

10 

72.50 

— 

73---5 

— 

— 

ir 

— 

—      7— 

— * 

.JO. 

12 

»— 

.— .•  •    *-. 

^-.- 

— i- 

'.'UaJu 

n 

-*- 

—    j  — 

— 

74.50 

—    - 

'4 

— 

72.75!  — 

— 

■"**• 

— 

15 

— 

—    175.50 

— • 

74.50'75'  0  1 

x6 



— 

— 

73-^5   — 



«7 

72.6072.85 

73.50'    -      1     -  • 

-^ 

li^ 

.    — 

— 

-      1    -        74.75 

74.5<> 

19- 

71.50 

— 

—      173.30 

— " 

74.25 

20? 

-r—  ■ 

— 

73.60:    — 

— 

—  ■ 

21    72.65 

— 

r^M-^  I75.50 

—  ■   ' 

11 

— 

7-75   •-    173.30   — 

74.30 

*3 

— 

*— 

73.75 

•^   175.75 

-— 

14- 

— 

— 

— 

73.»o   — 

~. 

*S 

72.80  72.9O. 

— 

—  ■ . 

'^6 

—  , 

— 

-^  ■ 

^^ 

-^ 

--.  ' ' 

•15' 

72.90 

— 

— 

_ 

i^- 

_u    ■ 

tV.  <^ 

"^ 

I'JJi  - 

zx^ 

■J     ■■)  • 

^- 

«-. 

— 

— k 

.^ 

_«.  ■ 

30 

— 

— 

— 

'— 

— 

T- 

7 

"""              """ 

—  - — .^ 

A 

.fTJ 

::)   :• 

^  , 

'  0 . .  - 

Lfi-^ 

....  i. 

-'^ 

*-ih 

'  •^.t; 

do  ,i 

»' 

i/. 

-.MlJ 

;'J    ■' 

,<  ' 
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A.  K  ea  the  Catholic  Qgcstlon^  656 
— ^  09  th«Ci»th<^Uc,Biii,,iQ09 
A.  C.>ii  the  Army,  2S 

Addr^f  of  scTcnil  of  his  Majesty^  Roman  Catho- 
lic Subjecty  to  thtif  Protestant  Fdlow  Sbbj^cw, 

A.  £•>  HQ  tiK  Reforminr  Miaistry,  86 
A^^of  Flnaacc  ;.  CacailLiA  ooi  the,  1^9  * 
Alexmodiift,  Capture  of,  917 
AJtens  ia  PahUc  OlSces;  A  British  Merehsot  ihh 

ts$  ....  .... 

Amer  tea ;  Message  of  the  Presideot  of  the  Uuiud 

^tatcs  ofy  to  Concrestt  906 
Amet  i can  ^Sfiatci %   i»  ^7#  <  5*^  ^^  * 

Adstruther,  Sir  Jobs ;  Atttticua  on»  2^8 
AfkcirCatboliciiSy  on  the  CatKoJUc  Claims,  851,10^? 
Anti^HaiiQkon.oo  R6taliaiioAagaiutfjPrs|nce»  i$6 
A.  O.  on  the  Poor  Laws,  fetter  I»  397,  Letter  11* 

883,  Letter; IIU  935  . 

A  Pretektantj  but  no  Bigot ;  00  the  Catholi«  BiH| 

8-95,-    ,  -  ^  - 

Armyi  A,  C.  on  the,  28 
AiiaitfcsLS ;  pn  Sir  John  Anstruthery  338 
AsiessqJ  Taxes ;  un  ihc,  i  ii,  1^7, 407, 534 
A  True  En^sh  IrUhmaoy  on  the  Change  of  Ml* 

tiiittrrs  aod  AffUirs  of  1relan4»  O05  . 
A  West  Indian ;  on  the  Slave  Trade,  81 

A.  X.  ob  the  Assessed  Taxes,  127 

B,  . 

B.  on  Military  Force,  T 23,  178 
Barrack  Abuses,  333 

Bone,  Mr.;  on  the  Poor  Laws,  447 

Boston ;  Major  Cartwright's  Address  to  tl^  Elec- 
tors of,  842 

Buenos  Ayres ;  on  the  Recapture  of,  105,  163, 
i9«»  34^571  .      . 

Burdett,  Sir  Francis ;  hi*  Address  to  the  Freehold- 
crs-of  lijiiddlesex  on  the  Dissolution  of  Parlia* 

mcnr,955 

J   ;        '       'I  Peoeeediilgs  of  the  Comoiit- 
tec  for  conducting  hisJElection,  956 

his  Address  to  the  Electors 


of  Wcitminater  after  the  £lectioii|  961 
;  C. 

Cattibriciis,  on  the  Present  Crisis,  148 
Camilltt*)  on  the  Age  of  Finance,  1 39 
CantuE|g»Mr.  {  his  Amendment  to  the  Address  on 

the  Jfing's  Speech,  30,^3 
Camsi^tt,  Major;  ou  Rational  Defence,  460 
I      ■      i  ';  his  Address  to  the  Electors  of 

^ctetpn,  842 
Catholic  BiH;  OB  the,  438,  i«89 
— .       7^      »;  C.  H.  M.,  on  the,  624 
i '»      \^'/t  A. B.,  on  the,  1009 

— i *— * — ;  M.P.,OQ  thci  1041    ., 

AProtesunt,  but  00  Bigot,  on  the, 

851, 


8q5 
Cainoiic  Claims;  Aipti-CathoUcus  on  »lie, 

1997  .      -     ' 

Ca.holic  Qoestion;  A.  B.,  00  the,  6*56 

■;  Simpliciui  on  the,  6ij 

C.  H.  M.,oothcCi.tHol.cBJn,  624  ^ 

Ciris,  on  Public   M4n,_Leucr  I.  874.  Liltej  U. 

9J^  _        .-        „- 


CobbetttMr.  his^eweics  to  th^  Electors  of  West' ' 
miD»ter,^f  »95N^%»y5«5»/4«^r4^rrTr545» 
577f  79^  •*!5>'^i»  pif  925, 930    '         -  T  ^ 

'  '  ■  ^J  •  his  First  Letccr  co  Mr*  Perceval,  S57 
" — -I  his  ^oHd  tetter  to  Mr.  Pci«ef»»i     . 

CocjiraocXoni ;  his  ^ii^  A^ldnetA  to  the  Eleclirt     ' 
of Wcst|ntnster4  9^,  ,t  .       .  -  -  < 

■'    -^ *  ■  » -his^Ad^resa  to- the  Elector  sof 

Westmiasteraftet^thpe  Election^  964 
Congest;  Mr. C.  tolft,0a  tJTc  ^ighipr,44?|  '       ~i 
Cof>t«e»tal-W«r^  7»r»7^,  «03,  r^a,  437, 641,10^5     ' 

C,  S.^  .00  .the  Poor  LaJctt.idottccI.  4^7^  Lctttr-ll.. 
979.  Letter  IILioot     .  1 

€ttracea,Captare  of,  ^72,915  'ifi.       't 

D.  on  the  Assessed  Taxes,  12* 

DavfKm,  Win  AleAiniteri  ofeChe  <3ohduct«l^.  I«S 
Domestic XJfficial^Popers,' i59r  f  9»t  ^^r  S7U  67o» 
823,915,1014,1101,      '  V     ,  .^         T 

DwW;ionSsnf«v«HnccBB8tdP4n»i6ni,aj^  '> 

-  ^   ■       ■    -E;  •«   -    ;  ;^  ,       '    ,     . 

East  fndia  Cowpany  1  R.  N.  on  cho,  «g| 

Egypt^^War  in,  toSi^uoy. ._ 

Erskioe,  Lord,-  J.  G.  W.V.  ObttrratioM  nn  Mb 

Speech  upoo^ihe  OMiAge  of  kuitaiM)  #M- 

F. 

Faaionf^dieWranglingrfOS7,  ro^a  

Fioanee  Plan,  i»^  209,  32^ 

Finance;  Ctmlllu^,  Oh  the  Age  ^r,  1351 

Foreign  Offidal  Papers^ej,  91, 152.  37^f4T«>53^, 

^54^»S73»«9»9^*f9M»'^3<**94'^>  *i»^''   '^    "       '' 
Foreign Traops ;  on  the  Employment  0*^4^^^  44^ 
Fraiyq^j  Antt-NapolCen  oil  Re^^iftafton  ^Vin^* 

13^  '  "^       '"   . 

Funded  Property ;  Philo-Regisleff  on^  147  ^ 

O.  -   '       -   ■       -    ' 
GrenviDe,  Lord;  his  Letter  to  the  Secfctary^f  ific 

Society  for  Fromoiing  <^ti«ti&a   ^KAqWicdg^, 

839 

H. 
Hampshire  Petition^  2 30,' 264  -      v 

Hom2n,Mr.;  his  Dsfcoceof  Mr.  Shpfdan^  25 

1.  C.  W.;   00    L>fd  Erikmes  Speech  up6n  the 

Change  of  Ministry, 
lacomc  1  ax,  J.  L.  V.  00  the,  110 - 
Ireland  t  W,  A.,  on  the  St^cedr,  24T  , 

-« ;  A  True  English  Irishman,  on  ihe  Afliirs 

of,  605  ;  " . 

Irish  Caiholicf,  353  ,  . 

:         h     ■       ..         .     . 

i.L.  V.  oiitlieIocomeT4x,  I2Q       ,  . 
ohostonc,  Coionel ;  his  potftion  to  the  House  6t  . 
.  Cummmi 3,408    :  •  '      j 

.Juvciiu;  on  the  Vice. 'Society,  127  >      ^   ,       ' 

-"  Languai<;!j».*.;  on.  the  Utility  of  lhe,^(5. , 

»  21  Jf  tiy,  23(h  *99»  ^v6,  '3 fO»3g9,  3N4I,:' 

»  4|4»  47j7%.50?vi©4^  5^^  53-b  5^5>  5*7.^  •* 
,  662^  66j»  667j  104J,  104,7, 1J4JJ,  1050,. 
59.  lo$i,j^(^,  JC6I9,  io73,p<^7^j  iq;8„' 

1  Mr.  J  Wif  Bet'itian  tp  the  MouW  if^Cfttn.  • 

J2  .     :.,..-       i  ;       ; 


"DTgiirzedby 


Googk 
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Letter  from  Mr.  Rofl^Ii  lo  I>«£nice  of, Mr,  Shfri- 
daa,  a^,'^4  "''■ 

■  ■  X.  X.  on  the  West  Indi^  So^BsUtei,  24, 

■  I   ■  D.  W.  OQ  Sinecures  aod  PensionSi  29 
>  R.  W.  on  Property  TWx  VexatioDs,  50 

A  Weft^tofjian,  on  theSlavf  Tr^df,*2 
Marci^,  ^A  th^  Place  Humerus  Pbii9(o* 
phy»  ^^3   '.■'», .  ^  ■      > 

■  ■  A.  E.  on. toe  Hefc^muig  MinUtiy^  86 

■  >*■   '  K .  N'.  on  t  be  fi>«t  Ind^a.Con^pauy*  89 
— —  Al^ate  MciAber.of  C^eea's  Collc^^  «n 

the  Learned  Languagei  ^118,  5P3 

}•  B.  on  the  Learned  Languages,  1 19 
^.  L.  V.  on  the  Incoi^e  Tax,  120 
).  on  Opprcasion  of  Assessed  Taxes,  i%2. 
B.  on  MiHtajryTF«rP!C,  lajf  i7S>  "^ 

■  A.  X.  on  A«Se&scd  Taxes,  xa^ 

■  Tuvenisy  on  the  Vice, Society,  117 

I  R.  W.  on  the  Prostitution  Society,  130 

•>- Z.onSugar,.Coi{p,J||la)t»  i>a 

»    I  ,    .  A^BritU^i  McrchAO's  .on  Aiient  in  Public 

Office?,  133       ' 
^^ —  Anti-NapolgoBg  on  ReultfttkHi    sgatntt 

Ftappc  i?&  '   , 

■  '  »  Mp.  waddingt^n,  on  the  Voluoteera,  137 
- — ^— ^'CarriilluJ,  of^fhe.A^e  ol  f inance,  139 
*— —  Obadiah  SisnplCi  143 

• Ph^oiiEfgi^qr.on  F4jnd4d  Pcoperiy,  147 

■  dainbriqfi,  pn  the  Pxes^uit  Crisis,  14^ 

'■■  Mentor;  on  the  Slave  Trade,  1^6 

■■  P.  F.  on  tf^ L^earn«4  l^ngmg^i^  iz^  4^ 
■  '■  W,  F.  S.  on  the  1  earned  Languages,  219  ' 

■  Asiaticu»»  on  Sir  Joba  Anstruther,  t^Z 
'  W.  A.  on  Ireland,  241 

'■  '      ;■ .  Xxird  l^^lso»»  9B  tthc  $Uwc  Trade,-  ^95 

-  Miles,  on  the  Ordnance  Office,  196 

■  ■  Anachaivis,  M.  S.  on  the  Lcaraed  Laa« 
guages,a99 

^  J.  B    '    k»  on  the  Learned  Languages,  306, 

345     .  ^  .'.'  .  -^    •       

■  "        Aa  Amateur,  on  the  Learned  Lacgai^^ 
310 

-  ■    ■  S.  en  the  Learned  Lainguages,  339 

*  Attaluf,  on  the  Learned  Languages,  341, 
508,  665  .  ^  ,»',».    . 

■  ■        R.  on  the  Learned  Languages,  343 

■  A.  O.  on  the  Poor  Laws,  397,  X83,  935 

-  SimpUciu)<9  on  the  Poor  Laws,  403 

■  A  Commiseioner  of  Taxes,  on  the  Wi* 
dow's  Vine,  407 

—7——  Mr.  Capel  Loflf^i  on  the  Right  of  Conquest, 
444 

*  Mr.  Bone,  on  the  Poor  Laws,  447 

-  C.  S.,  on  the  Poor  Laws,  455,  979, 1003 

-  Major  Canwright,  on  National  Pcfcnce, 
460,5^ 

106  X 

■■  Mr.  0'Br}en,  on  the  Rochester  Election, 

499  .    . 

■  A  Perriwig  of  Maudlin,  on  the  Learned 
Languages,  504 

'  Mr.  BaJdwyne,  on  Assessed  Tax  Hard- 

ships, ^34 

TvfjLva<napx;n^f  on  the  Learned    Lan- 

£uag«,534 

■  Civis,  on  the  Leained  Languages,  535 
' J-  B.  Scoto  BritanivuF,  on   the  Learned 


.  S.  Y.,  on  the  Learned  Languages,  477, 


Lai>guiges,567 
•  U.  N.  on  the  Learned  Languages,  572 


^ — ^  A  Tme  English  Tristonan,  on  the  Change 
'  of  Ministers,  6oc 

8»ropitcio»;-^<mnboCtfih«lfc'Q5esWfcn,  ^t 

-»^-^  M.  S.  on  (bcChange  6f  M^oisfVy,  6r9 

j C.  H.  M.,  on  the  Catholic  Bill,  624 

'    '       Dunce,  on  the  Lear^ttl  Languages,  616 
\  T.  J.,  on  the  Test  Acts,  6^4  ^ 

'  A,  B. ,  ion  the  Calb<^  Qucstiotr,  is^,x6b^  '  • 
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